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4G
lives are forced along and activoted by the "bell-lady” aud the

asylun attendants.

(iv) Te awve from the disordered brain to one wnose richly
imaysinative functioniugs sre itoe source of boindless expsriences,
oung Tirnds tne clearest indicatiocans of the mental traveller thene
in tae freguent weation ¢f Jlaces revgrapi:dically very far frow
Amherst. umily bLickivson uges these place rames as symbols of
taings utterly different from those te which she ia accustomed,
and also of ine yearned for; or, in exactly the opposite way, to
suow that the fame of these faraway places can be s.rpassed by the
achievements takinz place within the human mind.
India or tue Indies is oiten associated with Iantastic wealth,
as in itne followiug lines:
ine Sackeloth - Langa upon the nail -
Tne -roek I uged to wear -
But wnere my aowent of brocade -
Wiy - drop - of India? 1
The same place name is :sed to emphasize the fact that love is of
Zreater stature tonan guch fabulous rieches:
How destitute ie ne
whose Gold is firm
who finds it everytime
Tne small stale Sum -
wnen bove with but s tence
%11l so display
A8 18 & disrespect
To India

This nmanner of expressing the power of love is found in the work

¢f .any peets, the most famous example being perhaps Donue's line

1 Poem nde 43'\,, Yol. I; Pe 333,

2 Poem no. 1477, Vol. 111, p. 1022.
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"C my Americe!l ny new—found—land".l The following exemple is

taken from Elizebeth Smart's By Crand Central Station I $at Down

and Yept, a work of fletion which could be described as poetic
prose. hereas Nonne was using a place name to give stature to
his love, ilizabeth Smart emnloys the nameas of discoverers-ﬁhteh
ma-nlfy her love by diminishins thelr achievemanta:

Pake away what is supponed 1o be enviable: ihe silver
brushes with my names, tihe long gown, the car, the hundred
suitors, poise in i regiaursact - I am still richer tian

tie greediesgt heart could couceive, able to vour my over-
flowin: benevolence over even thie tizht-mouthed host.

Tuke everything 1 have, cr could have, or anything the world
cculd offery, I am 8till empress of a new=found land, that
neitiher Columbue nor Cortez could have equalled, even in
their instigating dream. <

‘mily Ddckingon also employs the Indes metaphor when praising

George 7liot's Da.iel Jercnda: 'Thaank you, dear, for the "7liot” -

3

She ie *he Tane to the Tndes, Tolumbus was looling for.”
(n other occasiouns :mily Dlexinson uses andjectives guch as "‘frican’
or "Aaiatie" sc that they swell cut with implication sn otherwise
briei yuatrain:

¥o Autumii's intercepting Chill

Appalls this Tropic lreagt -

But ifricau :buberance
And Asiatic rest.

1 John Demne, "ilegie XIX To liis Mistris Joing to Bed",
Complete Poetry =aud Selected - rose, ed. by John agward (7ondon:
‘he Ypanesuch Fress, 1962), pe 96.

v

Zlizabeth Smart, Dy Grand Cemtral Ztation I 3at Down snd
Yept {(Iondon: Tanther Tocks, 1965 ), he 42 = 453, (Piret published
in 1945 by Bditions Poetry lcudon, “icholson and atson).

? jetter uc. 456, Yole i, Le 551

.:.:C'em 10 e l'JlJ, VO.{. iJ:L, Ve 1&/46-
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These countries, rivers, mountains and seas are lixe icebergs
in ti.e poems, with an undertow of implications wnich, because
they are .ot Lully "perceived” ia itne sense of beliy classilied

into mome compartment of xnowledze, exist in continusl poseibility.

(v} The link between the usspe of foreisn rna o ep aud e
charseteriatic to ce exwminea aext, uanely, exverl.ent, is tuat
they botn imply tie ides of exvloration. This is iavariably an
sxplorstion ot the self, though iu one of the earlier poems the
fervour cf the emotion of rejoicing is seen ags a journey into the

ocean:

sxultation is the going

LT an dnland scul o sea,

Yast tne houses - ast tioe neadlsande -~
Into deey Uteruity -

Bred as we, ameong the mountsins,
Can the sailor understand

The divine iIntoxication

Of the lirst lesgus out frcom land?

v tue poems deallng witn exploration of the self, one is
agtailes for closer exasinstion in =z later chapler, namely,
"Sotul . xplore thyself!". 2 another belonging to the amme gZroup
is alsgo worth further study:

The Heart is the UVapital of the sind -
The .ind is a siagle State -~

The Heart and the »ind togetner make
A single lountinent -

vae - 18 the icpulation -
Numerous enough -
“hiis ecstatic kation

seek = 1t is Yourseli. 3

Poem 1iCe 76’ Volo 1, Te 61.
Yoen no. 832, YVole 1, pe 631. ee pp. 240 FL,

Foem noa 1354, Vol II], e 935-
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-he first stanza shows a nicedy in linking together the ideas in
e step~by-astep construction to arrive eventually at the word
"oontinent”.  The second verse opens with the parmdox tnat ine
populotion iz but 2 siuxle tei.g, and (he puzzle works itself out
in the two concluding lines in relationg the "Natiou” bhack o ine

it it
el e

Yiopulution and "Yourseli to
it is taisg thewe widcen 1s returned to 1n coew fter poem,
tae faet Loat:
No aownuce 3cld unto
Could sc entyall s Man
A8 tae perusal of
ils Individual cne - .

If the attitude of tne nmind is one of experiment, there is
thie consequent possibility of an ever-present realigation of new
racts., This attitude implies the readidess to confroat all manner
of discoveries, with the aoupe that the reward wiil nslp to conquer
the {ear wiich must, ol necessity, assauldt the adventuriag mind.
There suwe zeveral poems in waich the word “experimeant” is used, aud
the followlng seems best suited {o exemplify the point in guestion:

~xpericent to ne
Is everyone I ueet
If it coutain a :eranel?
The Jigure of a Nut
Presents upon a Tree
sgually plausibly
But ‘eat within, is requisite
To iquirrels acd to ie
The idea winich emerges mwst distinetly tfrom this puem is tnaet

withoul experiment vine way bte ummindiul oif fue esseace of thdngs,

the Kernel' and the "Weatl within'.

1 Poem no. 669, Vole 11, p. 516.

“ Poem nos 1073, Vole II, e 759.
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whirring wings is built up mainly through the phrases "A Route
0f «es"”y "A Resonance of ..." and "A Rush of ...." Idnes five
and six tell how one can detect the presence of the bird only by
the blossoms which are left nodding in the wake of its flight.
The Ayrerbole ¢f the two concluding lines expreases the bird's
amazing soeed:
The . all from “uils, prcbably, .

-4 his Toctnotes to the poem Johnson csmkes the folliowiig poiut:

A possible reason for iL[mily] & ickinsod's selection of

Tunis (line 7) is set forth in Fra.k Davidson, ~ A note on

omily Ddekinson's Use of Chakespeare”, New 'nglend -uarterly

XVITI (1945), 407-408, which cites .ntonio's comment to
Sebastian about Claribel, in The Tempest (II, iy 246=245):

She that is queen of Tunisj she that dwells
Ter leagues beyond nan's life; she that from Haples
Can have no ncte, unless tie sun were post -
Another poem written fifteen years emrlier than the above
m-keg the point that timidity to experiment entaile the loss of
a world of undresmed of wonderment. If one does not dare to dare,
one is left with only the dross:
Herein a Blossom lies ~
A Depulciire, hetween -
Croges it, and overcome the Hee =
Hemain ~ 'tis but 2 niad J
In the poewns of mily Uickinson, experiment is enduring, and
finally becomes another name [or tlie experience of death:
ixperiment oscorts us last -
His punzent company
%11l not alilow an Axionm
An Gpportunity 2

If living is to be regarded ss wn experiment, so %o is death,

1o which one must 40 with tie comiort of lesmons learned from life.

1 Poem no, 899’ Yol. II, Po 661,

° poem no. 1770, Vol. IT1, p. 1184.






vl Visiters - tie fairest -

for vccupstion - This -

‘the Cpreading wide my narrow '2nds

To gather rarsdige - +
the opening line endows tne word '"Pocsivility” wita the aure of a
a statem;nt such a8 "I live in a state of zrace' ., Uf the uany
courses open to her at this point, Lwily Jilexiiisua chose to use
the metaphor of a house, and then allowed various attributes of
the building eaen to render z particular siynilicauce.

. naturel questicn to ask isf why possibility is:
A fairsr souse tuan Frose -~

and =lso why prose was chosen to constitute the second member of
the contrast. The answer to the first question is seemingly laid
down for one in the poem, yet thers remains a quality of elusiveséss
in one's response to this satter. This experience oi the mneaning
of tne poem sliding saway from the comprenension of the reader is
brouxiit under a litile more control when one rezlizes that, like
80 many ¢f the poems, this one too has a parallel interpretation,
which is the expression of ideas relating to the nature of poetic
ereation. Un the primary level of interpretation one may say that
possibility has a greater accessibility thsn prose, Iut the

former s&lsc provides & privacy:

Gf Chambers as the Cedars -
Imprezn=ble of rFye -

and 2 durablility:

And for an cverlasting Roof
The ambrels of tue Sky - .

ine bveginning of the final stsnsa couatinues the wetaphor of the

house with the wention ofi 'Vislters' aad ".ceupation”, but the two

Toem 0. 657, Vo .o 11, pe 506,
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concluding lines cause tae whole emrefully wrought hiovuse metaphor
to be demolished, for the occupation ia:

The spreadinr wide my narrow Jands
lo <ather i.radise - .

ant fiaally emerges is tue couticuous interchsngeability of
pogsibility snd paras.ise, for e:och is the other. In other words,
the nind whic is open” can at suy moment enter suradise.

Pgrtaps "Proge’” was used as an antitnesis to wossibility
because, for -mily "dekinaon, it lacked the ccmplete naturalness
with whicn sne relt terself resoond tc poetry. <o enter the
realms of poesibility, poetry or paradise, one had merely to
streten rortn one's hands - aental or physical -« and cather the
ever-avalting sylendour.

Bulore concluding this section, one other aspect of the
notion o:r experiment should ve ulgcussed. Thig is ita ocecasional
dramatization in the wetaphor of gambling. <(ne ametaphor intensi-
fies tre tarill of gaining 'an all” or belng utterly deprived as
the result of the throw of the dice. In the Iinal stanza of tue
following poem, -mily Jickinson hinis at ihe ides oif good and evil
Torees sianding in readiness to take possession cf the soul:

soul, %ilt thou toss sgain?
By just such a hazard
iiundreds nave lost indeced -
out tens -nave won an all -
Anrels' brecsthless ballot
Lingers to record thee -
imps in esger CAuCus
tfle for my souil 1
In another pcem in = ich tie umbling medaphor is also enployed,

ghe notes & rurther possibiliity, that the execsess of bliss, th

1. . -
Ol Li0e 139, iole I, be 93,



’

actuality of heaven, mi. ht prove to be overwhelming:

And i1f I gainl! Ch Gun at Sea!l

Lo pelis, tuat in we steeples ove!

it first, repeat it slow!

Lor ideuveri is a ul.lerent iniag,

Conjectured, and waked sudden in -

Ang mignt extinguish we!l
bxperiwent and possibility aave thus tne elements of foretnouzht
anu CcaiCulatica, but cac also contain the almost irrstional
cenancing of one's destiny.

“hat is constant sbout possibility and experiment is that

tneir implications, demands and e:fects are slmost inveriably
present in rmily Dickinson's poeme, siving to the oeuvre 2 sense

of mobility, of anticipation in awaiting the discoveries which

are always being made.

Toem «Ge 172, Yule I, we 1256,
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