



























































































































































Chapter 3 — Assessment of the nearshore linefishery

Over the past three years the commercial boat based whale watching companies have
consistently had the greatest number of launches per year (Figure 3.2). Although the
number of launches has decreased slightly with 2783 launches in 2002, 2685 in 2003
and 2294 in 2004 the percentage these launches made of total launches per year has
only decreased by one percent per year (Figures 3.3a — 3.3c). Commercial deck boats
had the second greatest number of launches and showed a similar trend in a yearly
decrease in launches from 2002. Of particular note is the dramatic decrease in
commercial ski-boat launches over this time period. 591 commercial ski-boat
launches occurred in 2002 making up 9% of all launches whilst only 50 launches (1%
of all launches) were made in 2004 (Figures 3.3a — 3.3c). During the same period the
number of recreational ski-boats and fishing charters increased, collectively making
up 11% of all launches in 2004 as opposed to 5% in 2002. The number of kayak trips
has almost doubled since 2002 now making up 15% of all launches. Launches by
diving tenders have also increased from 98 to 170 during this period. Jetski’s or
personal watercraft (PWC’s) could not be included in the launches analysis as the

number of launches made on each jetski was not logged by the beach controller.

45












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































