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1' R E F A C E 

Th('> rf."birt h ~.nd growth of Roligious Communitie)R 

within thr::> Anslic3 n Communion durinc:; th~ n 'l.s t c~"ntury , (/) 

nnd PXn"'rimontA nnd boginnings of thP Rolig1ow=3 Lifo 

srr::> P. vidPnCr::> of a yuickPning int r::> rr.>st in/ ~nd qnnrocia­

tion of this for m of t hP dPdic~t~d lifo rmong Christi~ns 

of difforPnt trl3ditions t1..nd divors,.., doctrin-':1.1 st ~·nd-

noints .(,; 

In t'lnm"' form or othe-r , th~ ~r::>ligioU£'! Life. is g 

fc.qturP of all thP gr('> ~t roli6ions of tho world ~ nd (1J 

this shows us tha t it is ~t l r::> nRt ~~ univors9lly 

rocog.nis Pd mothod of r.J. nnro~ ch in m-=m' s S ~"> '1!"Ch for Goj . 

ThP long hil'ltory of tho Rolig ious Lif'r::> within tho 

Christi3n Church , and i ts suddP.n flowPring ~nd r~?ur­

gonco in difforont Pnochs of tho Church' s HiPtory, in-

Church, thRt thi8 form of annroqch t o God is 4nnrovod 

by God , and ordainod by Him, for in thP Church this 

annroa ch is a "bantisod '' ~.nnroSJ.ch. Although thf!!l annroach 

may br::> simil~r in many rosnocts to tho monRsticism of 

is an anproach through JP eus Christ_ our Lor d . 

Tho nurnoBc. of this book is to show th~t thP 

RP.ligious L~fo is an intc.gr~l nart of thf!!l Church's lifP. 

8. nd to pnquiro into tho n~tur('> of its contribution to 

thP. 1 ifP of thf!!l Church as a uart bP.nPfitj ing thP. \vho lo. 

A l""'SSPr, but irnnortant, aim v.1ill bf!!l to show th~t qny 

idoa of tho Rf!!ll i giouR 11 fp f.! A J:\n aristocracy 1'11 thin 

t hP. Church must br.> instantly disn<-"llod, as dostruc tivP. 

of thP Church' A und.-..rs t 8.nding of hor O"YJn na.turP. 

No book c <:~.n bP writ t on \"iithout c~rt:.Jin nrosunuosi-

tion~. E'vPn if"''"" R. tt~'> mnt to s t 8.r t with a. b~sic 

"Cogito , P-rgo flum" inPvit:::~bly unconAcious (J,J 
( i ii ) . 
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nreosunnositionR 1·1111 cre-on into our work. This 

nAI"\d not deonross us, for Al3.n ~.~'?Jl'3rdson hfls shown 

thqt comnl~te> objPctivity is not only 1muos~ible> but 

undosir~blo in Th~ology , which is tho mo8t concr~to of 

thA Scie>nc~e. (5J 

1.waro , in so f.qr as it is humqnly nosaib1o, VTh!lt P.rr> 

our main nrosunnositions. Those> I ~11 ondoovour to 

re>gnrding somo thin3R ~s unw~rr~nt~d conclusionA which 

~ro in fP.c t b~sic nrosunnositions ~hich und~rlio tho 

wholo of this book. 

First , I write> qs ~ ChristiRn, ~cconting tho contr1l f~ct 

of Christii=ln i?a ith thRt Josus is S<=~viour , (<:)round this 

fact all Christian croc..ds <.J.ro bu ilt) anq b""lioving 
lk 

that tht!'> •'lholo duty of m~n is summe>d up.( tho l '=~W 11 Thou 

c:~halt lovo tht!'> Lord thy God ·r i t h ~.11 thy hoA.rt nnd iv ith 

all thy soul ~nd with .qll t hy mind: this is tho firs t 

and groRt commqndmont , lind tb.r:> St:>cond is likP unto it, 

Thou shRlt lovo thy nP i 3hbour as thysolf. On thr:>s~ two 

commandme>nts h~ng all thP V:n'l ~nd thP. Fronhots ,. 

(Matt 22: 37-9) . SPcondly, I write> as .qn Anglic~ n, 

with a n~rticul~r viow of thP Bible>, th~ Church, thA 

Ministry; ~nd the> SacramAnte , whic h I boliPVo to bn both 

Biblical ~nd C~tholic, or r~thor, BiblicRl RUd theorofore 

Catholic, Catholic and thoro fore> Biblic::J.l. (&;) 

ThA BiblP., bAcaus~ it is the rAcord of tho RAVPl~­

tion of God to mon , a rocord of His mighty 8Cts in 

history, culminating in the> De>ath and Rosurroction of 

God inc~rn~tt!'>, qnd bl"\c1uso it i~ ASt~b11shod as a c~non(7_) 

of Holy Scriuturo by the> Church, is, for tho ChristiA.n, 

tho suuromo authority on ~octrine> 9nd ~orqls, And it 

thoroforo yie>lds ~ AtRn1qrd by which tho Roligiou~ Lif~ 
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throughout th~ ~j~e ID'=~Y b~ judg~d, so th~t its 

nositivP contribution to th~ lifP of thF> Church mAy 

Tho 0hurch is thP int~rnrPt~r of Holy ~crlntur~, 

guidPd by th~ qoly ~nirit. ~lthough th~ 8hurch i~ 

liablP to P.rr, it c~n nPVPr comnl~toly nuc~umb to 

~rror, sin
1

or PVil, b~c~uso of thP nromi~P 0 ivon by 

Christ thqt th~ gQtos of holl sh~ll not nrPv~il agqinst 

it ( ~'l t t . 16 : 18 • ) 

tho n~mos ~nd m~t~nhors us~d of hor in rloly Scrintur~ 

Tho NPw Isr~ol, tho Brido of Christ, th~ Body of Christ. 

Saint Paul's mot~nhor, which i~ mor"" th~n m~t~nhor , of 

a Body , with mP-mbPrS, joinod to thoir hP~d , '·J ho is 

Christ, givos us mqny insights, As WP modit·,t"" unon it , 

into tho n::~turP of tho Church {I)Th0 Ao inP i 6hts h!1Vt!1 

influoncod <:~nd colourod qnd guidod much of tho thPo­

logical thought and conclusions of this book. 

ThP. ministry, in q~ostol1c succPssion, ~nd thP 

Sacr::tmF=>nts of BQntism ~nd Holy Communion ~nd, as is 

imnliP.d in thP first nhr~so, of Holy OrdPr, ~r~ nart of 

thP essP.ntial structuro of tho Church.(~lithin . 
" Anglicanism it is pormiss~ble to hold throo viows on 

thA rolation of tho FnisconAcy to tho Church. Ono , 

hold by most Anglo- Catholics, is th~t it i~ of tho 

uP.ssP" of th"" Church , th'lt is, nart of thP t!>SS""ntil'\1 

naturP of tho Church , A.nd thst without it, no organizP.d 

group of Christiqns cAn cqll thomst!>lv~s 'Tht!> Church ' (1~ 

Tho olde>r school of ~'=~n~~" lic.qls ti ' Lo~.r 0hurch ' - mPn 

Church, th~t is, for tho ~oll-boing of tho Church, th~ 

most usoful form of 60V~rnmont, but dispPnA!"blr.o (I!J A 
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morP rec~nt viPW is that :£--pisco-pacy is of the Pl~na 

Esse of the Church, that is nPcc~sary to tb.P fulln~ss of 

thP Church (V}WhilP it does not unchurch non-~~1scoual 

d~nominations it maintains that one of the marks of a 

r~united ChristPndom will b~ thP historic ~nisconacy(/J) 

The main thesis of this work is that a simil~r position 

must be hPld about thP rPligious lifP.. It is nart of 

u ., ( ' the pl~na esse· full eseenc~ or being) of the Church. 

~e do not nP~d to decidP that the Church without the 

RPligious Life CPasPs to bP. thP. Church, but we can 

maintain that it belongs to the ''Plena esse 11 or at the 

very least, the "BAn~ esse" of the Church. In other 

words, that the R~ligious Life is important to the 

health and fullness of the Church. 

ThPre is on~ othPr nrPsunnosition, basic assump-

tion or category to be admittPd. It is difficult to 
J 

know what to call it, becausP it is thP psychological 
to 

motive which has lPdAand influencPd much of my rPsearch. 

Friendship has always play~d a vital part in my life, 

and early in my Theological rP>ading I encounterod 

books, such as "The Imitation of Christ" which taught 

that close pPrsonal friendshi~s were dangP.rous and to 

be avoided by the Christian soeking perfection, and ftJ 

seemed to teach that an uninvolved, passionless charity 

was the highest form of Love. This sAt up a conflict 

in .my life, bncause I empirically knew the value and 

goodness of friendshin, y~t wishPd to bP an obedient 

eon of the Church, which seemed to forbid the friend­

ship I enjoyed. Thus I sought a Theological and 

rational vindication of wha.t I so hPartily desired to 

be true. I believe I have found it. If this be 

rationalisation, th~n this whole book is an examule of 

it. But I do not believe that thP hope of ene answer 
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of thP sParch for an ans?/Pr, for thP Prl-iuiror doos not 

morPly dosirP ~ wnrm ~nd comfortqblP r,..nly "you qro so 

right 11 but that th,.. Ans ··Tor bo truP, qnd fun\1'< m~">ntally 

intPgratod with ~11 his fh,..ologic~l thought which is 

But th~ nrincinlo of wh~t has just bo~n said has 

R. ~,Jidor annlicAtion. ThP t h""ologian knows tho answor ....__ 

boforo hP 1:1tn.rts his ~hoology , for th~ final and 

coronlotP answ ... r to ovory "thPologic.!Jl 'iuostion lir=-s in 

thP fgct that Jopus is S8..viour, and it is committal to 

this C""ntral f~.ct of hum'ln PK 1etRncA which is thA nrP-

condition of ~ny t hoology. 

ThA mothod I haVP USPd in this thPsis is onP of 

.. 

dAduction r~thor than induction. ~n historicql qnnroach 

and an inductivP mothod coul1 l 0 !:! d to ~. v-=triPty of 

conclusions ~bout thP nocPssity Dnd imnortancr=- of th~ 

RP11gious LifA, and th~ m~in nrincinlPs govorning it, 

qnd thoso conclusions could bo quitP wron6• ~~r 

in~t8nco 1 it 1~ truP that throu ghout tho history of th~ 

Rr--1 i.~iOUP Li fp, from tho Anchor i tos to th!!> ~~ngl ic.qn 

Oornmunity of thP qP.surr.oetionG~tho idoa th~t Roli6ious 

ar"" thn ari~tocrqcy of thP Church, followin . tho 

"fiie;hPr nathwny'' h<:!S rono~.todly boon hPld by writPrs of 

gr~~t r""nut~tion, ~nd from thi~ it woulQ bo no~A iblA, 

in P.Xamin ing tho diffnront writin~s on tho RPligious 

Lif~">, to conclu1P thqt this Pcloct icism WRS tho kPy to 

thn und""rsta.nd ing of th-=- Ttl'\ lif!ious Li f"", and bP.c~use 

it is incomoatiblP with thP Pthics of tho N""'l{ Tosta.mP.nt, 

q furthor conclusion would bP that th"" RAligious Lifr:> is 

.~n accrot ion, q c~ncorous 3rowth h~vin6 a lif"" of its 

own within tho lifA of tho Church, but not nart and 

to a rA jPction of tho ministry and of thP mystics 
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within Christ~ndom, bPC~USP unworthy; a~lf-~ggr~ndizing 

idP'-l S of th~ mini~try hg,VP b~Pn fro~uPntly hPld, !lnd 

th~ mystics hRV0 fro~u~ntly boon misund~rstood and 

possibly h!:l.vo th"'IDS~"lvos misundPrstood tho truP natur~ 

of thE:!ir communion with God . Thus !ill inductivo 

anproach h~s b~"on rojoctod, bocausq th= IDR ZA of Church 

history is t oo v.qs t for A,nyon~" to a ttAmot t0 w:"lndor 

through with tho hono of ro~ ching ~h0 gatP of undor­

Rtand ing without a goldPn throad to guidP. Th~ thrP.ad 

that h~s gu idod my r~soarch i s tho boliAf that th~ Holy 

3n1r1t is both an ovor-nr~"sont nOPSPSSion, ~nd t ho ov~r­

nros~nt govornor of tho Church, lo ~ding h~r into all 

truth . ThP fgct that th~ Roligious Li fo h~s ~xistod in 

tho Church throughout thP agos is suffici(.')nt PVid~nc~ 

th~t it is qn intogr~l n~rt of tho Chur ch' s l if"', guid~d 

and nourishPd by thP qoly Spirit f6} I h~.v"" lookr..d to thA 

Biblo, and ~snocially to tho N~w Tostam,nt for tho 

norms wh ich govorn tho Roli~ious lifo, ~nd t hP. k~y to 

tho intornrotRtion of its function within thn Chur ch , 1 

~nd moot nRrticul~rly I hnvn lo~knd for th"' norms and 

the. koy in tho lifo r nd to.gching ~nd Axamulr.. of our 

Lord . 

It is truo thf'! t tho Rtudy of tho dovnlonmont of 

'to l i~ious Omi.orr- in thl"> 'ihurch holn_s us t~ find tho 

buidin6 nrincinlos of tho Rnligiou~ Lifo within th~ 

NA<tl Tost<Jmont, ::md thUR f.,r ')Ur rr.osoqrch is inductivo , 

but onco thoy !lrl!!> I!!>St 'l blishod, thoy bocQmo thf-!1 gt::mdard 

by whi ch Pl l forms of th~ ~f-!lli~ious Lif~ must br.. judgP.d, 

qnd othor 'tlritin,::;s, no mR.ttor ho~l cloRP.ly r'"'·'l.sonod thP.y 

may bP r or by What VP.norablo ~Uthors thoy m~ y b~ 

\~ri tton, mus t bo ro joctod -=ts st::- nda.rds, Pnd 1Pn!3.rtur~s 

f rom thr-> truo nor m, if thi!!>y aro incomnatibl-=- -11th thfl! 

teaching of thP Bibl~. 
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Finally , acknowl~dgompnts. I will not list thP 

authors who havP clarifi~d my thinking on this subj~ct, 

bAcausP I ho~o t hat tho footnot Ps and Bibliography 

will do this adoquatoly, Rlthough it is inPvitablo that 

s omP namPs, whoso ownors havo imnrossod thPir thinking 

on my mind during thirt~P.n yPars of thl"lological roading, 

will bP. forgottP.n. But th~ro is onP acknowlAdgmAnt I 

must mR..ko - my dobt to r.:. s. Lowis, whoso books I hav~ 

timPs phrasos or wholP SPntoncAs from his works ap~oar 

in this book, it will not b~ conscious plagiarism : it 

will bo bocquso his books hA:Vo la.rgoly bP-como tho war-p 

upon which thP. WPft of my thinking has bAPn wovPn. This 

of coursP doos not mak~ him rPsponsiblA for any con-

elusions which may be drawn in thA following p~gPs, for, 

as far as I am awaro, ho ha.s not writtP.n a SPntoncE=> on 

thA snPcific subjPct which now ongagos our attontion. 

T H A N K S 

I am most gratP.ful to my friends Mr T.S. Vorryn B.A.,L.Th. 
r;. 

and Mr A.R. JonAs for hPlning me . get the footnotes 
"' and bibliography into ordero 



FOOTNOT!'S OF pqEFAOli' 

( 1) S~P "ThP c~. ll of th~ C1o1atPr'' by 1'atAr F. Anson t 

S. "P .C.K. 1955 and "Guid~ to th~ RP11g1oua Com­

munitiPS of tho Angltc~n Communion" iesuod by 

ThP ~dvisory Council on Rol1g1oue CommunitiPs, 

MowbrAy~ 1955 ~a. 

{2 ) The Ion~ Community, though not a RP11g1ouR 0om­

munity on traditional 11noe is an ~XnArimant in 

this d1rPot1on in tho Church of Scotl~nd. On thP 

Continent, tho~~ 1s a movomont s~sun in th~ 

Fronch ~rotPstant Church known as Communaut& dP. 

Taiz~ at Som no Lo 1ro • und~r thP lPad of l.f13 X 

e ' ThuriPn, Rnd a leo tho Gj!'\rm-:on Luth~ra.nR h '3.v o a wom'\nS 

community gro\'ling un A inc~ 1947 at D-u-mstt:J.dt 

und~r Dr Kl ar a Schlink and Erika l~ddaus - now 

Mothe r ffqrtyr is. R.nd Mothor Be.a il~a.. SPII!II art 1olP 

in T1mo of s~nt. 9, 1957 · nn 37, 38. 

( 3) ~roe•nt dPy fqctc will bP too fom1li~r with tho 

t1on. It le suff1o1ont to ~nt1on thP Buddhist 

monks ~nd tho wideenro~d monqptic syetom of Tibot, 

With tho runchor1toe th t:l t ~ro found thoro, ~nd thA 

Hindu hncborltoe of India. In oarllor ti~s wo 

and tho ~h11osonh1c~ l Communit1~s ~s wPr~ form~d aftPr 

t h(' gr.,nt :tgf!l of GrPPk 'f!h11oao.,hy h"'d l'l1 9BPd • 

• 
Tb~ v~stal Virgins of Romb a r P anoth~r PXPmnlo. 

(4) 11 I think. th~~aroforP I a.m" BPrtr~nd ttues~l1 no1nts 

out in hie book n 1\ Hi ,. tory of ··TPSt'-'rn t='h11oaouhy" 

(GAorgn Allen ~nd Unwin, London 1946) th~t ~e-

cnrtPe, who 1nv~ntPd tho phraa~ as th~ b~ eis of 

h1e Philoaonhy unconqc1ouely aocPnt~d th~ catP­

goriee of echol.!:letio1em, n.nd Ao 1'l1S not trUP to 

his own f1ret nr1nc1nlo. 



(5) Christian Anolo gcticn by Al~n Rich~rdson, S .~. ~. 

London ( ~ourth ImnroAe. 1950). In thie book 

C~on RiohqrdPon shows thot Pvcn in ~hy~icB 

~nd l~th~m~t1ca, there Qrc 1n~v1tabl~ ureeunnoe1-

Ptr~ot, And 1Illl"1n i-A, more a.nd morl"!! on th~ nersona.l 

life of m~n. cqt~sori~~ of v~lu~, ~ ind, ~nd oth~re 

a rP ese~nt1~1 to diff~ring Soi,nt1f1o d1eo1nlin,s 

~s th,y d•v~lan. R,vol~tton, h, says, is thP 

catt'>gory of 0hr1st1 'lrl Thbology. ~ Thy objectiv 1 ty 

ie und~~ir~bl~ is bccnue~ e~rtnin thin~ c~n only 

bo und~rstood from within, ~nd not from wi thout. 

This is R now wo y of s~y1ng wh~t st ~ugust1nc s~1d 

long ego "8olv1tur "lmbul$lndo'' -or Our Lord'A 

words "Thr-.y t h·t t do tht» will eh'lll know of thA 

.:)ootr1n,.. ''. 

(6) For dPt~ ile rP. g~rding thie Anglio~n v1Pwno1nt, 

tho rcad•r 1e rcf,rrcd to th, 39 Articles ~ t th~ 

b~ok of tho Book of Common Pr~yor• n~rticul~rly 

Articl~e VI , VII, XIX, <X- XX11, XX111, XXXVI, XXV, 

XA~I, XXVII, XXVIII-XXXI, Pnd tho rclcv~nt n~gce 

in '!!' • .r. B1cKnoll' ~ ,.Th"olog1c~l Introduction to 

th9 39 Articlae". 4l~o to th" l'r .~ yer Book rJa '!\ 

whol~, ~nd th~ Pr ayor Book C~t~ch1sm. Also thP 

an -~nglic'"~n v1,.. ~-t ie ~rh"lne eo!D!"th1ng th <!t t c ':l.n 

b~et b~ understood from ·"1 thin, '3nd a b1bl1ogr~luhy, 

though hPlnful, o~nnot bP co~lPtAly '"~dAquate. 

I n~v~ etr~se~d thA unity of Catholic ~nd 

B1blic~l b.,o <) ua ~ e omit\ f\ut hor-e and thinkPre m1:1kA 

~ f alse dichotomy b~twP~n theac worda, ~ nd giv~ ~ 

r al s ., mPen1ng to both words. 

(7) Canon - ''ThA word which mf"JJnt or1g1nnlly a 11 rAod" 

or ''c:1nn" l .,t,.r '' t:~ mA.,aur1ng rodu 11nd eo a 
) . 



books ~cc•nt~d by th~ Church ne ~uthor1tqtiv~ 

1n mnttl'!llre off~ 1th and lifP. ~ • (A.M.HuntPr: Intro­

duo1ne; th~ N~~'W TfDBt'!l.mant 11
, s .o. M. London, Third 

Fd1t1on Mtlroh 1947) Th~ '-1 UPet1on of th~ authority 

of th~ BiblA is ~n 1ntricatP one for thA stud~nt 

who qoco~tA the results of mod~rn cr1t1cism. No 

fundnmont'1l1at !'lOS i tion i s ~.dont•d in th1a book, 

~lthough a~ne~rancos mRy bP to thP oontr~ry. ThP 

Thirty NinP 4rt1cloa l~ye down that th~ Church 

rnay not u_.xnound on,. nl~cn ot eer1nture th "~t it 

bt'\ r ,.nugn.,nt to qnothPr" ( ~rticlP XX) yat at timPs 

w~ er~ foroPd to rej~ct (ae Luth~r did whan hP. 

ea llPd the ~niatl~ of st JnmPa an •nletlP of straw) 

som• nass~~~e boo quea thPY ~ro not in kPPning 

with thP whol•. TbiA 1e not the nl~CP to PntPr 

into a thorou t~ d1aouAa1on of thP authority of 

Holy scri~turP, but hPr P is a bripf outl1nP a long 

th~ linPe of which, it is euggeet•d• a. solution 

might b~ found:- nhr1et 1~ th~ abeolutP authority 

who 1n H1s 1noarn~tP lif~ an~aks from within thP 

e1tuqtion to thP e1tu~tion. This s~~~king, ~nd 

thP background of God' s Activity in h1etory qga inet 

which it 1e enokan, ls rPcor1Ad 1n th~ B1bl~ for 

thP pur~oe~ of epPak1ng to thA situation, and 1t 

ie r~oord~d by men Who nrA mcmbore of the Church, 

thA body of Chri~t, which 1s ~n PXt~nsion of the 

Inoarn~tion. It 1~ aoc~ntcd ~s ~ c~non (a m~asur~) 

by th~ Church, so th~t 1t hq_s q, "OPrm.«mPnt, but not 

~bsolut~ (1n the s~ne~ th1t Christ's authority is 

~.bf\olutA) ::~uthor1 ty 1n encn.k1ng to the Church a.nd 

the world in ~11 s 1tuP-tions . This i s b~o ~uac its 

fooa l point 1e ThP Incnrnation which cont1nu~s • 

.But bf.\ca.us- th, Church (which 1a th~~"> ~xt~neion of 

thA Ino~rna.t1on) oomnr1ece e 1nful m~n, there must 



exist q oonst~nt t~ne1on, so that though ~bsolut~ 

truth 1s constantly b~1ng ~rns~ntPd in hum~n 

tnr~, it o· nnot b~ oo~l~t~ly ~nnroh~nd~d ~VPn 

in humqn terms, until thP oonaumnr-~.tion of all 

thtugR . 

( 8 ) Sf!'• "The GOf:l !'l~l ~nd thA C.,tholio Church'' by 

A . M.R~ meqy for a book thnt ehowe R- -orofound in­

sight into th~ n~tur~ of th~ 0nurch. 

(9) In oth~r wordst th~y ar~ part of th~ Idb~l nRtur~ 

or th~ Church militant. ~P must not unohurch non­

,....,1scon<tl d~i!tnom1nqt101'ifl t for two r •aP onR • On~, 

b~o~us~ thn h1Ator1cql s1tu~t1on in which non­

~n1Acou~l groune PmPrgod may h~VA d~m~nd~d a low­

~rtng of th• idP~l, boc~usb of e1n or h•rbsy m"t1n­

tR1n~d r~eolutPly by th~t n~rt of thP Churoh which 

ret r:~ inod tho h1Rtor1c .e.n1sconato. T'-vo , b«'C '-'I USo 

1t is ol•qr th~t onP rPsult of th• rao~nt d1a­

ous~1on~, ro-PX~mtn~tion ~nd r~assossmPnt of thA 

r olation bAtWPPn Confirmation ~d BQnt1sm 1e going 

to b~ an 1nv~et1gat1on into thb nqturo of tho min­

istry. 

Only. thr~• R~crqmPnts have bPPn ~nt1onPd, 

not tho tra.dittonr-~1 se:~v~n, bfl!losus• 1.t i s f•lt th~t 

th~ numbA~ s~v~n 1a arbitr~ry. ~nd 1nflu~nc~d by 

th~ m~g1c oom~l~t~nAss aesoc1~t~d with th~ numb~r 

e•v.,n. Ba~t1em <tnd Conf1rm.~=~ t1on now ,qnn•·•r to 

m~y th•olo~1ana to b~ t wo sidA~ of thP on• S1ora­

.!!l'-l'nt., r '1 ther th~n t wo sacr:1mPnte. It 1s l:l l s o 

doubtful whPth•r we should 1ncludP th~ m~king of 

dAacons, ordR1n1ng of ~r1~sts i and oonsAor~t1on of 

Bishone all und•~ on~ qaoram•nt, &f w• bP11•v• 

thqt ~ ~1~t1not g ift of th~ Holy Sn1r1t 1e g1v•n 

in •ach. Th• 11et of a~v•n a lso ~xolud~e th~ 

~no1nt1ng of Kinss, ~ S1 0rqmont of tho Old Israel, 

oontlnu•d 1n thP N•w Ip.r·v»l, a lthough 1t 1noludae 



m~rri~ e~ which 1e a 'n~tur~l' eqor~~nt. Also 

it is obvious that o~rt~tn e~or~~ntR, such ~e 

Chr1et1qn, or t o ~ny n~rt1oul~r Christi~n oommun­

ity at ~ny g1v~n tt~. BPO~USP th~ now~r to 

author1tat1v~ly dftolr~-rp God's forg1v.encsn is so 
s 

much ~ n~rt of th~ G~&nol of Joeus Christ. at th~ 

hPart or tho 0hur~h'a mbasqgb, it is unn~cbee ~ry 

to includ~ aur1cul~r confcae1on, which 1e one of 

thP way~ 1n which tho daol~ration is m~dP. s~~ 

'
1 f·""d 1Pva l HandbookA of 'Ponanoo" McNn111 A.nd G~r 

(Columb1~ Un1v~rs1ty Records of C1v1litAt1on) 
tJ. 

(No XXIX ) ~ol. 1n1v. PrPPa N.Y. 1939 · Introduction, 

oeoooi~lly oago 16. 

(10~ So~~' tho va.r.ioua o~sr-tys in th~ book '' tmo~tolic 

M1n1etry" ~dit~d by K. r . Klrk. 

( 11) ?or ,q fairly r~obnt and influ~nt1~'ll e t a.tamPnt of 

this vi•w s~o 1\ .C. flo~dlR-m' s B~IIIY)ton U.cturoe of 

1920 , ~p 44, 88 & 89. 

(12 ) ~.e-c nTh~& Goenfl'l 11ntj tho Catholic Churoh" 

-pp 222- 223 and o . i. ~uic,k: ''j)ootrincs of th~ 

CrPPd 11 
np 540-.341. 

(13) Th~rP h~e 9lroady bPPn a lons discuseion on thP 

naturo of thn ministry, and ~ 11st of books on 

th~ subj~&ot 1e Rn~nd~d Rt th~ Pnd of this not~ . 

I am not euffiAEbntly ~Pll-voreed 1n this v1t~lly 

imnortnnt subjoot to mqko ~ny ~ee~eAm~nt, but 

I b~l1AV~ b~ttor und~retand1ng of th~ n~turo of 

th~ ministry of t ho Old T~st~mAnt w1ll nrovid~ 

us with somA of th""' tnoat imnortnnt and n!Oc~seq,ry 

ins1ghts 1nto our und~rat~d1ng of th~ Min1etry 

of th~ N~w Isra~l ; ~nd alRO t hR t wh~th~r tho 

ABSAnt1al ministry of thA Church 1s D1Rhone or 

PrPebyt~r-Biehons, it is cl~~r th >t 1f it i e 

PrasbytAr-Bishons th~ ord~ining f unction WAs s oon 



d~l~g~t~d in th~ nr~-nic~n~ Churoh to on~ of 

th~ir numb~r, who b~onm~ known as ThP Bishon, 

whil~ th~ r~et w~r~ known aa nrosbytore or Pri~ete, 

tho ord~.inin¢ minis try 1n th~ grt~"at~r 'Otart of 

th~ Church for most of its lif~, and eny d~nartur~ 

from this, without tho eon~ont ot a G~noral Coun­

o11, ie at l~ast highly irr~gul1r, eo that whil~ 

wo may rogard th~ min1stri~e of non-~nisconal 

Churohos qe valid, WP e~nnot r~sard th~m ae r•gu­
+\o, 

l sr. Fur~ter, I b~1 iPVP th' t n~rt of tho Anost-

los function, ae w1tnPeeoe to th~ R~eurrPotion, 

Wile uni·J u~, and this CAnnot b~ tr'lne mitted to a 

lin~ of B1ehons. If it is d~l~gatod at a ll, it 

1e dologat~"d to th~ wholo Church, which oxlets as 

a eornorato w1tnoes to tho R~e urroet1on through-

out thP agtoe . 

~Or furthor roading SPo:-

Tho .\'OOBtolic ~1inistry - K . Kirk - od1 tor. 
- -··------

Th~ C~!~h'e Ministry - T. ·.J . Manson , Hoddf!r 

and Stoughton, London 1948. 

Tho Goe nol end tho Q.!! tholio Church - R#l mea.y 

CornuA 0hriet17 ~nd Chri~t. ~h~ 0hr1~t1an and 

thP Church, F. L. ~scn ll. 

Doctrines of th~ Or~~d : 0 . 0 . 1uick - -----
(14) txamnl~e or th1e c~n bo s~Pn in Book 1, Cha . 8, 

10 ~nd 20, but their off oct i s BO~Wh~t b~1ancod 

by Chant~rs such ~.a 16 and 17. 

(15) SP~ f ootnotPS in Chantnr 2 . 

(16) Although T~rtullian, who h1me Plt r~comm~nde 

rath~r fp~r~ om~ aecPt1c1em for ~11 0hr1stiane 

do~e 811 7 : "Among us ar P no Br Rhm1n or Indian Gymn-

OSO'Dh1ete, no forPBt hPrm1 tS or anchor! tPS rt, 

nP.VPrtho1ARS thoro ar~ nlonty of 1nd1c~t1one that 



1dPals of th~ R~llgious llf~ w~r~, in embryonic 

for~ , nr~e~nt 1n th~ Church. St John thA Ba~tist 

wae ~ doe~rt aol1t~ry. s t ~~ul r~mq 1n~d c~l1bat~. 

~~ h~ar of th~ en~c1Rl vocation or w1dowe ' , ~nd 

rPad, in hOtS 4: 32 ff. Of a V~ry P~rly att~mnt 

to 11v~ in community. 



CHAPTER ONE 

PREJUDICES FROM OUTSIDE 

THE OLD PREJUDICES 

The first two chantors of this book ar~ conc~rn~d 

with cloaring .qnd .eolucid~ting mi~::~concl!'\utions which 

pr .eov~nt a prop~r understanding of tho function of 

th~ R~ligious Lifo within tho Church. ~~rt of thoso 

misconcPntions como from within tho qoligiouA LifP 

itsolf, and anl'"lPar on tho n'l ~os of somo of tho most 

notPd scholars, mystics1 ~nd saints who h.gvo boon mPm­

bPrs of Roligious communitios, but tho mor~ obvious 

misund~rst~ndings como from outsido and it is with 

th~so nr"'judicPS th~t this ch~ntor will a.ttomnt to 

dPal. 

T-thP.n I was a 11 ttlo boy I was surroundod by a 

militant urotostantism which taught mo to rogard thP 

Roman Catholic Church ~a somothing dark, mystorious~ 

and ~vil. I was told of nuns who nacPd around thP 

grounds outsido thoir monastAry rociting tho rosary, 

and tho thought of thoAo dark clothod figurPs rociting 

what was to mo a horribl~ mumbo-jumbo fillod mo with 

droad. At that stag.eo in my lifo, if anyonP h~d triAd 

to impross on mo that thPBo nuns woro Christian womPn, 

ongagod in a Christian occunation, it would havo beon 

for mP a quito imnoasiblP conc~ntion. 

TnP root causos of my foar worP projudicP and 

ignoranco, and a drP8d of tho unknowablo, which is 

common to ma.n, and which so PA..sily turns into hatrod. 

I rPg~.rd~d tho Roman a!Oitholic Church as a. cit~.dPl of 

ClOSPly guardAd S°Crots, SPCrAtS Which thP UninitatP. 

would novor know, and initaation ~s a w~ ird rit~, 

ho.rrible bPyond 1mA.g1ning. 'PPrhans I l . ..ras an ov~?.r-
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1mag1nativ~=> child, but I think that tho sqmp, caus~s 

liP at th~=> root of the wld~=>sprPad antinat.hy both for 

thP. Roman Catholic Church, and thP Roligious LifP. 

ThP. pr~judicP against "Popr-~ry" and aga1ns1,) 

monks and nuns and friars (and ovP.n solitariPs) is a 
" 

car~'>fully nurtut''-"d plant which blossomod 1t th~ 

rPformation, but its roots go back furthor than that. 

with a horror from which roformod Christi!lnity ha.s 

s till t o rPcovPr. No Countor-Roform~tion can convinc~ 

any chang~'". HP grasns 3t tho occasional scqndal 

and paradPs it as a. typical PXa.mnlP . Irrr:J.tionally 

hP '\-till admit that m.<;~.ny nuns do a. groat and good work 

for tho sick and tho poor, thP. agPd and th~ orphanPd , 

yot at th~'" s a mP timP hP will regard thosP sistors as · 

the camn- followPrs of thP. ~r1~=>sthood joined with thPm 

as th~ tools and agPnta of a blood-sucking monster 

cPntr~=>d in tho Panacy. porhaps thP nos1t1on has 

changed, for many do not think about roli gi on at 

all , but there aro ~till thoso who will tRlk of th~ 

"The ScarlP.t ·roman" and "thP bPast11
, and identify 

t em with thP Roman Catholic Church, and sop in thP. 

Pope nthe man of sin"~ (~) 

It is dishonPst t o attP.mpt to whitowash thP 

history of thP Church, ~nd wo must admit that there 

h~ve bPen poriode of great decad~=>nco within tho lifP 

Of thP. Church , pPriods whon nr~sont-day projudiCP 

could find a firm foundation in fact . Unfortunatoly 

"The ~=>vil that mon do livos aft~=>r thom, tho good is 

oft intPrrPd with th~=>ir bonosu, qnd projudic,:od 

attitud,:os p~=>rsist, ovpn whPn their root caus,:os arP 

past ovils, and not prosont f acts. 

The "DP.c:J moron" by Boc cqccio, writ t,.,n in 1354 



has many etor1~s of monks, friars/ Rnd nuns which show 

th~m in ~n 111 light. AvaricP, lust 1 nnd hyuocrisy arP 

thP thrPn b~s~tting sins of which Boccaccio oc cus~s 

thP mAmbPrs of thP RPligious ord~rs of his day.{~) 

C':rPoffrPy Ch:qucPr in thP "Cant,.rbury TalPa" nr"'SPnts us 
('+-) 

with both good and bad. That th"'S"' r~flP.ct th~ sicknAss 

of thP 0hurch of thPir day it is us"'l"'ss to d"'ny. rn · 

orders who hRV~ brought th"' R"'livious f.,if"' into d is­

rPnut~, but it is not to minor s c"'ndals, but to th~ 

n"'riods of dPcad,.nc"' and corruption and malnr acticP on 

a grand scalA that wP must look for th~ b~ginnings of 

prPs~nt-day pr~judic,.. At th~ R~formation that nrP­

judice h~rd"'n~d, b~ca us"' 1t was link"'d in th"' minds 

of nPo~lc whosA consciPnCP hqd r~cPntly aw~k,.nPd; with 

f alse doctrin,., and a corrupt hi~rarchy, "na an a ccidiP. 

in things sniritual which Pnervat"'d thP wholP lif~ of 

the Church. 

THEIR HISTORICAL WOUNDATION 

If we think of thP b"'ginning of i1on'3.s t ic ism in 

t Prms of St Antony of Fgy~t's fli ~ht to the dPs~rt, 

and th~ subsequent snPody d~v~lopm~nt of s olitaries, 
( ~·> 

and l~t"'r coQnobites in thPSP desert rPgions, thPn it 

is true that right from thP bPginnin g therP were 

scandals among th.e foundation mcm~rs o.f th~ monastic 

move~nt. "1'/P h~we cas es of f ornication, which i s among 

the chi"'f of th~ sins imputed to members of Religious 

houses by the pr'-"' jud icAd l ayman today. ··re find that 

the RulP. of St B,.n,.dict guards aga inst tPmptations to 

homos~xual r Plat ionshins , which ahows that lans~s in 

this respect WPrP not uncommon among thP Parly monks i~) 
h) 

Later, 1n the penitPntials which h~d thPir risP 

in thP mon~stPri~~ , and n~rt1cularly in thP CPltic 

monastPr1Ps of Ir,.land, WP find lists of s i ns and th~ 



ga in from thPm is that sin? of witchcr~ft, fornication, 

homosPx~ality, thPft, and murdPr wPrP by no moans un-

common, and although th~ pPnancPs impos~d for thorn ar~ 

PxtrPmPly long , their r~lativP imoortanco, IDPasured by 

tho lPngth of tho non£1ncP, EH!!t"'IDS to vary from a gP to 

agP, nnd country to country, '.fp k uld b~ more- Axtr~mP 

in our attitudP to murder today than som~ of tho Aarly 
fi') 

pPnit~ntials woro. From thos~ sine it is PVid~nt that 

tho clPrgy and monks and nuns WPrP. by no m~ans ~xPmpt. 

'·l p road of nunishmPnt for nune who ronouncP. thPir vows 

~nd marry, nun1shmPnts for mPn who dPfile onP of thAse 

dedicatPd virgins, ~nd thP nPnancos to be imoos~d on 
(<J) 

monks who commit homicide-, aodomy, of fornic~tion. But 

tho most important ~vidPnco is la ckin~, and that is 

that the sins· of tho Religious wore- worse that tho sins 

of tho ordinary church-folk. Tho fact that in almost 

ovory caso, tho pPnA.nco imnose:-d on "' monk or clr>ric 

i s mor" extromP than that imposed on a l::'l ym!l.n committing 

a s imil ~r offence, is a poRsiblo indication th~t s uch 

sins in )~nk or Cloric w~r"' both morP sPrioue ly re-garded 

and los s common. 

h istory of monastic ordE=>rs, and to thr>sp wo must turn 

to di s cover tho b~sis of modP.rn ~d~y nrPjudicP. A 

nonPtrating comment on tho u-o~ -"'lnd doT-ms of mon ..,stic 

lifr- is ID"l d~ by J. C. Ro~rtson in his nHi a t ory of tho 

Chris tian Church" :- "In tho history of mon"stic1sm, 

d~=> c l'ly and ro f ormA.tion arc continu·~ lly altorn<:J,ting. This 

alt ernation is a nPtural r~sult of l Aying down as a 

pPrmqnr--nt rulP for a numorous suc o:~=> s sion of' mPn tho 

s ys tem which h:=~ s b~on f ound t o mo~t thP o:=~ rticul !lr cir-

1n op~rat1on, no toat that can bo PStabl 1ahPd by r~­

qu1r1ng a profoAsion of vocati on will be found 



5· 

P.ffPctu~l for th,. P.Xclusion of unqualifi~d persons; 

originally gavP. birth to thP rulP., and won nonulat1ty 

for it, thP ~iffP.r,.ncP of timPa or circumstancPs may 

rPnder it no longpr suitqblP as a discinlinP for th~m. 

HPncP as a grA~t monk of th~ tw,.lfth CPntury r~markP.d, 

it was P.asiPr to found nPw rPligious soc1PtiPB than to 

rt=>form th10 old, mor"'OV""r, :a.a th10 novPrty and dPvotion 

the effP-ct of thPBP w~e too commonly a tPmptation to 

abandon th,. virtu,.s by which thPy had b~Pn -procured". {to) 

OnP- is tompt""d to includ~ thP pPriods of dPcadAncP in 

thP mon~stic lifo in thP. following chapter on "Mis­

undPratandinga from within" PXO~nt that it is imposs1ole 

to b~liP.VP that any monk, in thP p""riods whPn d~cadPnce 

w~s at its height and most blatant, Pv~r SPriously 

thought that thPSP corruntions wort!> n~rt of thA 

monastic nurnost=> and id,.al. 

Saint B~nedict, in thP ouPning chantPr of his rulP, 

mentions thP dPcadPnt monk 11 Th,:. third kin9- of monks 

iA tha t dPtPst1.blP onP of thP SarabaitPs, ~>~ho not ha.ving 

bt=>en tPstcd, as gold in thP furn~co, by any rul10 or by 

thP lPGsons of P.XpP.ri,:.ncP 1 arP as soft ann y~~lding as 

loai. In thPir actions they still conform to the etan­

d~rds of thA world, so thAt th~ir tonsurP marks thorn 

as liars bPforP God. Th,:oy 11VP in twos or thrP.t!>s, or 

or PVPn sin~ly, without a shP.phPrd, in thPir own shPPn­

folde and not in tho Lord ' R. Tht=>ir l 1w is thPir own 

good ~lPasur,. : whatPv~r th""Y think of or choosP to 

do, that th""Y c~ll holy; whqt thPy lik,. not, th~t thPY 

rP.gard as unlawful. 

ThP fourth kind o~ monks art=> thosP. c~llt=>d Gyrova­

guPa. Th~ SpAnd tht=>ir wholo livP.s w~ndPr1ng from 

nrov1ncA to nrovincP, Pt~y1ng threo days in onp monas-
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tory and four in anothor, P.Vor roaming and never 

stablP, givon up to thoir own wills and thP. allure­

mPnts of eluttony, and worse in all r~spects than the 

Sarab-91 tos. 

Of tho wrotchPd obsP-rV1'3ncP of all thesp folk it 

is bottPr to b~ silP.nt than to spP.ak . ThorP.for~, 

loaving thP.m on ono sidP, lPt us nrocePd with God's 

heln to -providP for tho str-ong racP. of tho Qf>nobitP.s." (•') 

From this we c~n s~P that p,von in thA beginnings 

of monasticism thP.rP. WPr'P. tyuos of monks \'lho werP 

liabl~ to caus~ scandal tJ.nd bring thA monastic lifA 

into disropUtP among tho l~.yfolk ·of th~ Church. 

For a long timP aftpr Bl!>n~di ct' s organ is ation of 

·fPstPrn Monqsticism (though of coursP CAltic Monasti­

cism dPVP.lOpPd on difforPnt linos, ~nd is almos t com­

nlP.tAly indonondPnt of BPnodictino influonco) scand~ls 

WPro fpw but PVontu~lly cnrruntions bA gan t o crP.Pp in, 

~nd a now Bonpdict, BPnPdict of Ani~nP, ca llod thP 

SPCond foundP-r of '!PPtPrn f.1on.osticism, we.s r l3.1sod up 

to reform and corrPct abusAs. Ho WRe born in 751, 

PntProd thP mon~stic lifP at tho a6P of twonty thr~A, 

and dPvotod his lifl!> to its roform. That roform was 

nPcos sary is SPPn from thP commPnts m~de by contem­

norar ie-s. Charll!>ma~P himsolf bla mPs Abbots for s~Pk­

i ng on l y good 8 ingors ::~nd r 0 .'3dPrS, \oJ i thout rogard to 

char ectAr, ~nd with hAavy s arcasm QuAstions whPthPr 

monks can bP rPgardAd as having ronouncl!>d thA world, 

if thoy aro continually trying to multiuly thAir 

uosP ossions, by any ava ilablo m,..ans, dangl i ng hAavon 

~nd holl, Go4 and tho S1.ints bAfor'-' tho r"Y~'s of noor 

and rich a l1kl!>, for th~ nurnos~ of P.Xtort ion. (, l..) 

"t\bbots, ~e WPll :::~.s biehons, worP. e.ddictod to war, 

to hunting ,!;!nd hawking, tn g ami!>S of chancto, to th,. 

comnany of m1ns trP.ls and jPStPrs. ThP.re arP. many 
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o.rdinanc""'s a gR.inst i.r.rPgula.ritie:>s of this kind -

s om~ of th,om PXt""'nding to ::~bbnseo.B "lso ·1 nd thArP o..r~ 

frE=-~uent complaints of gross immorr• lity a mong reclusP.e 

of both aexP-s, with att~mnts to r~strain such 

nractic,.s " . (•~) 

Th~!!> d,oc a y of thP monAstic lif,.,. '"B.s a nnarPnt in 

~gland also, and the sins of drunk,oness, riotous 

living , over-concF=>rn in clothing are a mong thosP of 

which tho. monks a r"" ~ccus~d, whil,o Rom"" nunnories are 

a c cus ed of sexual offF=>nces . (t~) 

B~nedict of Anian~ Jid much to reform th"" abuses, 

but latAr in history th,oy r~app,oar~d. Throughout 

Church history, almoF.t from tho incention of monas­

ticism, we r,oad of canons and ll'lHe ,onactod by councils 

"nd synods, a ttemot1ng to rPstrict 9nd control a som~­

what turbulant spirit in mon asticism, which seems 

~~rt of its 1nhor~nt n atur,o, ~n3 which i s bot h a 

s tr,ongth and a W""3kn,.,.ss, ~ glory in s omo nPriods of 

hist ory, and a sha mo in others. It is e~ually true that 

t~ lto.rnating '..r1t h th,o r~"atrictive I!l"' 3.sur~s imrosed by 

Church authority, w,o rP ad of ~normous nrivile gos and 

,oxPmutions given t o certain orJPrs. Th,.,.rP is a 

n~r~lle l hore between the Old and the NPW IPra,ol. Just 

as in t hP Ol d I sraol thP Pronh,.,.ts , whic h ~Pr~ essPn­

ti~l t o th"" structur,o of thn Old Is r aol , '·"""r~ at times 

honourj!!ld ~nd at timos vilifi,od , 1n d f " l9,., ~nd tru~ 

nroph.e t f l our is h.od a i mul t anP.o us ly, 'lnd it ,.,A. a not al­

ways Pasy to SPparat ,:. t h, wh.Pat f r-om t hr-- chaff, so in 

thP N°'.'1 Isra.~l, tho 0hurch., th,:. RPli3 i ous LifP has be~n 

Allb jPctod t o much the- 8!:! ml'!> tr>P~t TJJ~"nt, R.nd both good and 

bad r~cu.r . 

At th,o b~ginning of th"" tPnth century, mon~sticiem 

h ad ag~.in l<tns,od into a s orry eta.to. This \'l:J a not en­

tirPly thP f ault Of thP monkS thPIDSPlVPS, bPC ~USP an 



8. 

~v11 which had cr~nt in was tho taking ov~r by laymP.n 
s of 1\bb~ys as 'l nosAos ion and eourcA of nrofit. ·:lf> are 
h 

t old that eom~ of tho FrPnch Kings grantPd Abb~ys to 

l aymAn as horPditary poe r pseions, whilP othor rulers 

c laim~d tho monoys ~nd urofite of tho abb~ys thPmBAlVPa. 

UndP.r such conditionA doclin.P is Rlmost inPV1tablo, and 

in "many monastorios tho Abbots ononly livAd with 

r.!l iV ~='B or concubinosn. (n;) 

Berne, tho Abbot of Bo~umo, and tho foundPr and 

Abbot of Gi gn1, bAgan by roforming th0 SP. t wo soc1~t1es, 

and was askod in 912 by thP DukP of AuvArgnA to found 

a monastPry within thP dukod om. HP chose Cluny, and 

thus began th~ gr~at Cluniac r oform, which bloseomP.d 

under Borne's succoRs or, Odo. ThA discinlino w.'::l s 

t i ghtonod un considorably, ~nd m~ny minut~ rogulations 

in r ogard to ~ating and ko~~ing silence ~Pr~ ~nforcpd, 

So nouular did this r~form bocomo th~t many monastori~s 

attached tboms olvos to Cluny, 1nd men f lockod to join 

t hP oraor. By tho ond of tho t wP.lfth CAntury, the 

numbPr of monastPr1Ps 1n Furon~ and En gl3nd conn0. ct~d 

,,,1 th Cluny a.mountod to t wo thousand. ( ((o) 

Throughout t his ooriod of r o f or m. t horo was 

ac compRnying it a movA mont away fr om all~ '"'ia.ncP to thP­

loca l diocosAn Bishon to tho ~onP, s o th~t monAetor1As 

Tho Bishons d id not :ivo in without a s trugglo, although 

ovent ually thoy s ubmittod, It is d i f f icult to n~ss 

j ud3mont on this move ment. On tho onP h~nd , Bi s hops 

Wor~ ofton unfa.ir and 1ntorfcrin,'3 , but t ho moveiDPnt of 

thP mon8storios towar ds tho s holtor of th~ nana cy ~n-

cour~god t hn tondoncy towar ds ovor contralisation which 

characteris ~e the Roman 0athol i c Chur ch t0day, and 

which ~ngl ic~ne donlo~. 0ur do cis i on wi l l nrob~bly bA 

m~do i n accordance with our jud3mPnt as t o how far thP 

Panacy was a nPc1o~ary and PSsontia l institution f or 
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th~ ma int~nancc of balance in Modi~val Society. 

""~rh~ns it is tru~ to s.qy that tho mot1::J.st.or1eB, in 

striving for fr.o~dom from tho loca l ~utbority, which 

l imit~d their pro~hetic vocation, in actual fact 

surr,ond,or,od a d"'Ant!>r froodom by incr.oasing th~ bonds 

i·Jhich ti.od tht!>m to th"" 'Pon.o, snd that this surr~nd~r • 

in later yoFJ.rs, throttlod -orot,oet a ~-:_:~inst thll! deop~et 

~v1ls of thoeo in high~r plR.CPs. (\1) 

Unha.pYJily, corrupt ions .ovontuP..lly c.r.o-ot into th~ 

grr-o B.t congrogat ion of' Cluny, f.l..nd in 1122 Pontius, thP-

Abbot, "tlho hR.d had a card infl lat,o confPrr.od on him, 

r r-osigned , knowing that h.o hqd boP.n accuaod at Rom,o 
( I&) 

of diss ipating monastic nropPrty. ThP. rP.ply to the 

corruption of Cluny w~s tho found ation of n.ow ord~rs, 
-1. ~ . 

among th.om tho ordP.r of Grammont and th~ C~thf ueian 

ordAr; that of Fontr-ovrAud, and thA f a mous Cie t .orc1an 

Ord~r, which d.oriv.os much of its fa me from Saint 

B.ornard of Clairv .qux. Tho .ol,ov.onth c,ontury also s aw 

thr-> riso of tho 1\Uf.!UStinP C ~nons, R.nd th,o tWPlfth the 

PrP. monatrat.onsiR.n ordPr und.or NorbPrt. This period 

~lso s e.os tho riA P of the Knights Hosnitall,or Rnd the 

Kni ghts 'r.omnlar, A curious dov,olonment in th,o religious 

l if,o t o which w.o must .r,oturn lat~r. 

Unfortunately, th.o incr.o ased now~r-:> aftQ oonulari tyJ 

and vigour of thP rP-ligious lifP at this time l~d to 

incr~a sod grqnts ~nd nriv1l.o~o~ , s uch 

from t ithes , jurir; diction of l ,oga.t os , 

by a.nyon~ ,oxcent th~ Pop(!>, intPrdicts 

~ s .oxemntion 
e. 

.oxco mmun~tion 

on thP- country 

in which th~ monastPry f l ouriAh.od , and an P.qualising 

of Abbot a.nd Bi s hon, a o th:::i t Abbot s 1.-tArP nPrmi tt.od 

t he Pt)iRCOnAl ring , glOVPS, -~.nd Slllld::! l S , ~-nd WPrP only 

bound to a ttP.nd councils s ummoned by th~"> Pone himself. 

fors,o than thP truP nr1v11Pgos grRntod w~ s the 

fact that many mona~tPri,os URAd f orgery to advance their 

prAtPns ions. '.1e ar,o told thf.tt "Even Mont,o Cassino 
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did not d isd~in to m-ak .... UsP of thP for VPr~ arts 11
• (I~) 

~rP.~dom wns sought, not 88 ~ n~c~esity for th~ m~intain-

ing of th~ nronh~t1c snirit or mon~sticism, but bPcause 

thP. dPs irA for pot-J,...r 
1 

am, importanc~, and influPnc~ i.v~='rP. 

w~ni~g thP mon~st~rios back from thPir fir8t rP­

nunciatlon to tht!> nomns 8.nd vanitiPS of tht!> ,,v-orld . C~o) 

thP. ri1Dalrins of diff~re~nt orders, such .9 s the 

CistPrcian and Cluni~c, ~nd ovon thP laxity in kPP.ning 

tht!> rulP of novt!lrty, w~rP not such ~s to c~usp scandal 

among th~ l ayfo lk , or to bPCOmP n~rt of tho momory of 

th~ pPonle, and thus a ground of nrnjudicP. In all , 

thP. t wPlfth c~ntury was a hP~lthy nPriod in WPSt~rn 

monasticism, ~nd WP h~ar littlP of thP ~op~or scandals 

that infoctPd tho monastPrios in l!'>~rlior nPriods . (~,) 

This is not the placA to discuss th~ ri~P of th~ 

grPat mP.ndicant ordPrs of St Dominic and St Fr ancis, 

in thP oarly thirtPonth Ct!lntury, or thn nPnds that 
(l.\.) 

thPy mPt in th~ 'Jhurch of th,..,ir d:>y. Th~ latPr 

Franciscan "Zela.tP.rP.s" or Spirituals, '.1ho hov,..,r betwP.~n 

hProsy and pronh""cy, will PngagP. our attPntion in a 

latPr chantor , ae thn tyD~S of scqnJal among them 

wPrP not of thP sort to fix thomsolvPs firmly in t hP. 

minds of tho nPonlo and to croatP that fixPd and h~rd-

nnPd urr-judicP, thr hi~torical roots of which we arA 

nov-1 trying to d iscovPr. ~!hAt WP must invt!lstigat~ are 

the abUBP.S which ranidly cro~t into thPso orders. 

RankP, in his 11H1story of th~ PonP.s", h:>s said that at 

thP. dawn of thr.- RPformation thP Francisc':l.ns ~'lArA 

"nPhhgns the moRt profoundly oorrunt~d of all thP. 
(u) 

ordP.rs", and a BPnPdict1nt!l of St Alb~n· ~ MonastPry, 

¥atthPW Paris, tPlls us that the mendicant friars 

degPnP.rat~d within tw~nty-fiv~ y~ara of coming to 

!'ngland more than oldAr foundations h~d dPg~nE"ratPd 1n 

four centur iPs . { ~~) 
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ThA knigl;lts Tt"mplar w~r~ pt:.rhana Pv.on suiftPr in thP-ir 

d~gPnP.r~tion. Innocont III, in thP oarly thirtoPnth 

c.ontury, ftccue.od thorn of usin g q_ sho\v of roligion 
, (l.~) 

nto blind th.P world to tbf>ir voluntuousnll'ss ' • Th~ 

loyalty thll'y had to th~ir own ord~r lPd to a contempt 

of all oth.or author 1 ty, in Church or Sta.t"', 'lnd thoy 

had b.oP.n corruntt"d by thoir associ~tion with tho in­

fidels. "To drink like a Templarn becn.rno a nrovPrb. (l.Co) 

Storios woro circulat.od ~gainst th~m, accusing thorn 
f "l-1) 

.g lso of 'unnntural v 1 CP.' ~ s 1r ··.:rR 1 tr..r Scott gives us 

a picturo of a dissoluto TPillDl<=lr in Sir Brian dP Bois 
GuilbPrt 

1\, in his book "IvanhoP. n . 

Philin tho Fair , Kin~ of Franc~, concoiv.od a 

violent antina.thy for tho or:iP.r of Tomnl...,rs, and wg,s 

1nstruinPntal in bringing about tho dissolution of th~ 

order on 3rd April, ljl2. Tho Pono, howov~r, d id not 

condP.mn th~ ordPr, but dissolv.od it Bs a mattor of 

oxnodin.ncy "not by -vmy of dt=~finitivt=~ s.ont.onco , foras-

\vhich havr- bP~n hold, wr-- c:;tnnot of rieht pass such a 

s.ontonc~, but by tho way of nrovision or ~nostolical 
ttbt) 

ordina.tion • Tho ~uilt or innoo.oncy of tho order will 
~ l;)!'Oba.bly bo diSDUtl"d by SUCCP.Siv.o g"'nP.!'I:l tio.ns of 
J..,.. 

historians. That vic~ was presP.nt C8nnot bP. doubted. 

·-rt:> do not know thP !!>Xt.,.nt to which it ;{)Ar :rJo'J.tod th~ 

'r('mnlars . 

In th~ :l~cun.s.tions brought Rgainst tho t,.,mulars, 

of sP-xual sin an-1 \vr>ird ·and horriblA initi r:l. tion ritl/!!0~, 

WP. CA.n SPP. thP bPginnin _jS Of thr:> fiXPd nrojudic~ Which 

still taints thr:> monArn nrotoAtnnt mind. Hor~ aro 

subjPctR · ·~ hich havo 1=1 morbid faRcin~tion, ,qnd although 

susnicion from ono or1or to ~nothor. Tho inh~ritors 

of this suspicion todq.y arA tho Rol1gi'JUS ord~rs of 
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thP Rom~n Catholic I'Jhurch, and th~ To'rP~masons, b~Ctcauee 

a v~il of sPcr~cy cov~re both. (2.1\) 

ThP ~ndicants r .'-lni :Uy b~cl'lrn~ .1. thorn in the 

fl~sh of both thto s~cular cltor ~: :y of thP univPrsit iAe, 

and thto narisb nritosts of thto land. Thoy took ov~r 

nrofi'!>SSorshins which thl'!> APCU18.rs rl'!lg"lr-:iod :3.S thtoir 

of parish nriosts by ~rPaching end htoaring conf~esions 

in thPir torritory. Thoso t(!lnsions Wtorto bound to filt Ar 

through to tho lAity, ~nd worn nrobably th~ cause of 

pr~judico aga.inst ~ 'Profoesors, F1rlsh Pri.osts 1 ~::md 

Friars, for bic koring and compoti tion in high pla.CPS 

is not lik.oly to bring tho partios concornod into 

groatr.>r Astol'!>m or r~putP. {ao) 

Som~ of tho oxtrPmist:::~ Among thP Francisca.ns 

wanderPd around thP. countrysido, and WP hoar of thtoe~ 

r oving bands, which rtomind us of thto "T~!:>ddy Boys 11 :3nd 

"Ducktails '' of today, ineto 'ld of boggin3 for thP.ir 

food ns thi!tir rul~ domandr.od, thr,..ntoning •vith clubs 

3ny wayfarPr thtoy mot who did not eive WhRt thoy de -

l!.'' 
A tract on ''Thto Corrunt st~to of thP Church" writ-

ton in th,.. PRrly fiftP.Pnth cAntury, tPlls us that any 

m~nk who triPd to 11v~ according to th~ rule of his 

ordor btoca mto an objAct of dtorision to othor monks, 

and tolls us th~t nunn,..ri,..s hPd bPCOffil'!> nl ~ coe of loose 

living . 

Th~ mP.ndicants werto also inv,..i~d a6ainst bocaus~ 
of tho luxury of thl'!>ir livos, and som~ l~nsod into 

~ erose h~r~sy. A strangto fpa~ of thl'!> ~r qnciscans 

is thRt ofton tho dtoclinP fro~ thl'!> stand~rds of thP.ir 

found~r WAre accompaniod by an incrr->aSA in v~noration 

for St Francis which ~ lmoRt dto i fiPd him, !:!nd w.'3.s wild 

and fanta.s tic in tho ,oxtromo. Thto Domini C9.ns wtor~ not 

to b~ outdonto in this rosnoct by thl'!> Fr~nciecAns, and 



Raymond of C~pua, in "Th~ lif~ of St C~th~r1n,:o of 

81~nq," t~'>lls us th!:~t God thl!' Fath~r nroducod tho 

1.3. 

PtPrn~ l Son from His ho?d, ~nd St Dominic from his 

br,:oast, and that Dominic, ~s an adoptPd son stood 

pqu~l to J~sus Ghrist, tho only BogottPn.(~~ 

In ~nglqnd, at th~ timo of the RPform~tion, a ll 

was not w~ll with tho mon!:lstor1os, ., nd n o doubt somo 

of thP ~ccusntions in th~ ' Black Book', which 

nrAcodPd tho dissolution of tho monestori~s , woro 
(l~) 

foundAd on f~ct . Tho numbors 1n monast~rioA and nun-

nArios had f<:.~llr--n off stfiHldily. ''Th~ nunnPry of 

St Radr-- gund at Cambridge., for ~~:>Xarnnlo, 1tlas diseolVPd 

by th~ Bi s hou of Fly in 1496, sinco t ho numbor of nuns 

h~d b~~n rPducon to two, of whom on~ w~ s living ole~­

,,.lhoro Rnd tho othP.r W-9.9 of doubtful r~"'~nUt '3.tion" . l ~"") 

nThoro was probably not as mu ch immorality f'l A is so~-

timos FIUTH')0SPd, but tho ~enor~l nicturP. iFI ono of a 

numbP.r of PRP.y- 3oing communiti~s of mon (~nd of womon) 

who onj0yod th.:.ir Anort, Pntort '1 in.od tho1r fr1onds, 

dresPPd w~ll ~nd ~to w~ll, ~nd lookod after thoir own 

1'3 ffa 1rs •:r:tth the- c~ro AY!d ~ttontton of tr l3 1nod bue1ness ­

m~n. " ( 3~-) 

But tho pictur~ in ~gland iP by no m~ans all 

black. Although thP Bill for th~ dis s Qlution of the 

monastorios bPgins "worasmuch as m~.nifost ein, vicious , 

c ~rnal1 9nd abomin~blP living is da ily us~d nnd committod 

nmong tho littlP and sm~ll abb,:oys, priorios, and oth~r 
{~b) 

religious houses" yot tho s amo bill a dmits to tho 

hoalthy E\tat~ of largor nbt ~ys wh"'n it says "thPro w~r~ 

div~rso and grP~t eolomn mona.stP.rios of thie rPa.lm, 

~·lhoreoin (thllnke bA to God ! ) rPligion is r1 ! ht WPll kP.pt 

:;.nd obs.::.rvPd" .{ ~ 1) 

In fact, th~ dissolution of th~ mon~ st~ri~s was 

duP s ololy to thP r qn~ city of King H~nry VIII, and thP 
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fact that th~y still r~tainod a l~r~~ nlac~ in ~hP 

nPo-nl" ' s h~'"'r.jrta, nqrt 1 cularly th(.) no or, is \'71 tn~esr->d 

to by thP r is 1nt)B in Lincolns biro n.nd th• "Pilgr 1magP 

of Grac ,..., ' ' undPr Rob.,rt Ask~ which bogun in Yorkshir• 

in 1536 . ( ~8') 

tzovi""'\'ling th~ history of mon1aticism, as .-;:r• hllVP 

don• so rauidly in th~ pr•c•din& p~~os, it iA tru~ to 

s a y th~t ~lthough th•r• ar,..., sc~ndals in its histor y , 

yPt this alono c~nnot oxnlRin th• gro~t nr,...,judicP 

':lhich exists among many "nrotr--stantP" ag~ inst thP 

Rolisious Lifo . S c , ndals aros• in diff•ront ~·riodA , 

but 3,9 groat r•formr->rs aros•, and ·':ibUS""S diod out , so 

tho monastoriPs, nunn•ri•s, and friarios won th•ir way 

back t~ thr-> hoarts of tho co~mon noonlo. I t is mainly 

from Britain that thP ~r(.) juJic• stom9, 8.nd 'ITt:> must 

link this pr~ judico vli th tho e;rowing nation~liRm 

which flo,.,•r'"'d in Fne:l!:!nd und(.:\ r ~-Ionry VIII and 

rliz~b~th I. ~lthough thr-> R•f~rmqtion in ~gland was 

justifi~d on Th•olo c;1~::;1 a.nd Snirltu'11 ;rounds, yP.t 

1 t ''~OUld br.> unhit=~toric~l to dony th9t tho er'OWing 

nr.~t.ionRl i~m of 'r,)').t;lo.ncl nlAyr.;d t:tn i111port::1nt nar t in t hP. 

brench with "":\om• . R0 A"'ntfl¥3nt from e ll outs idP intPr-

forf"\nCP. ~t~ould magnify .sn , scl3ndals v1hich occurr~d 

among thP. qaligioue, n~rticul~rly ae thPy (os~~ci~lly 

th'?. Friars) ''-' 0 t:'P mort:~ 1 :>y8.l to tht=> 'Pon• th~il th~:~ 

~""CUlPrs or thr-. hinr::1rchy, A.nJ the. 'Pon~, qp a.n 

' ~mbitious Bishou ' h~d attPmptnd, and long succP~dAd, 

in oXPrting R suiritual qnd t•mnoral da.suotism OVAr 

.,.i'n t:;lA.nd to "'lhich h <::> h~d no juFit claim. A pqrallt=>l t o 

Britif'Jh nqtion·~l ie 'l1 qp a. C<Jus• of prP j udicP ~.ga1nst 

thP Rol i g im.lA LifP c a.n b~ SPAn in th~:~ p.rP judie• of 

Afrik~ans-nnoak1ng Nat 1~n~ l1AtA in 8outh Afr1c?, many 

of ~·rhom fo!=Jt or b,..,lia.f in cruol injusticaR nr.qctisPd 

by thP British on thP BoPrs in concP.ntration camos . 
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TalAs of ground glass in thP bully boAf iseuPd to 

intPrnP.Ps and nrisonPrs of war still go th~ rounds in 

South 1\fric'J. 

ThP- basic projudicP- of Brit~in snr~~a ov~r thA 

Fmpire and l ~ tor thP Commonwoalth with tho rieP of 

British imp~riAlism, which was anothor floworing of 

n~tionalism in a latPr ago. It is of courPo truP that 

countriPs unrPlntPd to Britain h~vn Rlso fostProd this 

prejudicP, but oftPn for diffpr~nt rpason~. ~~xico 

l~ct) 
~xn~ll~d tho Roman c~tholics at onP sta~~, and thA 

s~~o...M:~..t~o\ ~e-o~ Ro~e. .l~.t-o) 
Philininos , mor~ ra>contly, ~~~d ~ J•gu~s. 

ThP. Dutch RPformPd Church 1n South A.fr1ca, ~.>~hich is 

not notod for a loyRlty to Brit8in, is notPd for its 

prPjudicA aga inst what it torms HDiA RoomsA GPvaara 

(ThA Roman D::u"lgAr). Y~t, h13.ving said all this, it is 

in thA birth and growth of Nationalism, 1nd tho 

prPjujicA against the RP.ligious Lif~ finds a sustaining 

ThP disabilitios undAr which Ro~~n 0atholics suf-

fered for yoars in post-r~formation ?.ngland is an 

imoortant cause of thA vlidPsprP!:Id itl)lor·' nco concorning 

the tPaching.of thP Roman Catholic Church, although 

thP h~rdP.n~d pr~judicP which is unwilling to bPliPVe 

anything but tt1o ltorst can b.-:> adv8nC~!!>d as tho main 
5 

b8rri~r to tho di~mination of truth. 

·Ji th this 1gnorancP. of tho t•'"1 ching of t hP Roman 

Cr-ttholic Church got!ls ig..nora.ncP of thP nrincinl~s and 

practlcP of th~ RPligious Lif~. Th~ f~ct th~t th~ 

~.ass 1s said in Latin . and that durin¢ mos t of th~ 

s~rvic~ thP ~riPst hr-ts his ba ck to th~ con~~gAtion, 

h '3H lPd to mf.lny w~ird intornr r:otHtions qp to ~,-rh!lt ls 
(4-ot\ 

donP , and why it is don~. BPcaueP it is not und~retood, 
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viction. r~st R~li~i~us hous~a ar~ on~los~J, and all 

f1.int ch<mt of voiC'-"P singin g tbP offic,...EI or tht:. m~ss 

1n ulainsong. It is f~r him A. SPCr,...t and unknown lifP, 

~nd nan Pnf:?. ily b,....co~ surround~d l·li th th~ 1 i~"'~R ~nd 

invPnttons of th~ moro im::~.gin~.tiv,:.. Possibly thP feet 

'·iddle .'3.t:5~"'S h~a loft tho nonul~r mind th~ 1nhorit9.nce 

of bP li~"'Ving th~t monks, nuns1 ~nd fri~ra Aro in 

no~~~esion of P,....crot knowl,...dg~, unRVA.il~bl,., to tho un-

1.nit:\.at~. Sh!lkf-'IS'QGO!.lr'"', in "RomPO "110 Juli .... t" nrospnte 

us \'11th q_n Alcht:.m1st F'ri9r, brP;.;in~ s tr"~ne~" "nd 

1>~')ndt:.rful notionA, '=l.11d BoCt.:' '1 C0io, in un~c..,m,..r~n ~ighte" 

dor.1th-liko sl.Pt:.u ns thP r~ault of drinking tl1,... magical 

crmcoction of a monk. ( t.t-a) 

Th~ s~cr.,at r-n ~ unkn.o'-111 is .n.lmol=lt univorsrJlly rP-

~vil, and its 1n1t19t~~T ~it~s ~r~ th~ objoct of th~ 

~tld~"'8t speculation . ThP Brood'-"rbond is rogardPd ln 

:1. f:?.irrtil~n· li3ht by ~nany tn South .~ . .-rricq. B:ow far thPSA 

susnici~na ~ro justifi~"'d it ls tmnossiblP to aA.y, for 

not mor-=- than .q_ h!3ndful of t:>~"'Onl~" outAido thoso 

fortoring thl~ sons'-" of AOCr'PCY it iA difficult to 

A~y. Th~ nrospnt nollcy s~~ms to bP. t o sh~d light on 
(~) 

th~ inmo~t rocAsp on of th'-" monkA lif~, An1 if this 

n0licy is m1int~.inod, it 'llill holn b-!:!nlsh tl1~ projudicP 

and f~~r 110t~r1ng in many nooplP ' S mindS, though it 

will havA littlP. offoct on thosP who haV'-" shut th~ir 
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minds ~=md will not hPa.r. 

Th~ projudicl3< and fe~~r \<Jh1ch snrin..:s from ig­

nor~nc .:> is gr::Jd u8,lly diminishing, but PVr:>ry now and 

th~n a now b '">ok is nub lis ht>d which do~s much to 

nrPv.ont th~=> snrt=>Rd o f light. Our victori·<n A. n c.ostors 

w.orq thrlllod ~nd horrifiod ~t tho public ation of 

, , . 1 - if .,( ... l\.) · ~ f 1 
b "lr' a ~lonks Story of Conv.ont L '"' or Tht:> 1\w u 

(4-~-) 
discloElur.os of i~ri~. t"lonk 11

• Polit.o youn f.:' l '3.d:tos of 

th~ t im.o r~ad it broathlossly by tho li ght of a ca ndl.o 

in tho a ttic ( an Aunt of min.o at a slightly lat~r 

n.oriod, smugs lod it tnto hor b~droom , ~nd ro~d it un­

bPkn ovm for y~" r:trs to th~ r""st of h"'r' f . .,mily). At thA 

An<l of l ast century~ a book by La ncF>lot Holl"lnd, 

~ntitl.od 11 · /al l~d U"l NunA <"~nd Nuns Wfll l~"'d in'' wa s 

nublishPd. 'o/h !"! t is amA.Z ing is th~.t tho s m~ f.l,utbor 

vroduc ""d otc .or bookR, of a.n (!>nt ir, l y d if' fr.>r.ont na.tur~=>, 

such as '' ThP Bi blr- Hymna l " ~nd 11 ThP- DPG.uty of Holin.oss" , 

qlthough hP wrot.o a trAct in simil~r vein t o the fi r st 
(4-~) 

book, Pntitlou ''Ritua liem in f: cotl.q,ndn . '\bout th~ 

e am~ timP :lillia m Ha mmo:ud wrotP "'I'h.o 'R.om"tn Catholic 

SystPm'' . l'[1ie. w~s r ~nrintPd in 1941 by tho l?rot~s tA.nt 

Ae~ocie.tion of South P..fr ica, and was bann~d during 

th<=> war . About Lanc~lot f.Iol V:md I h ':!Vr.> b~.on ablr.> to 

fiction w-ith ;flhRt n~ c l~ ims to be:> f~.ct • ~nd t hat the 

s tylA of tho book i e ~oor , a nd t he:> illustr Btions 

borri.bl.o . ~T9 rl~ Mo nk h rl R long bP.on discre:>dit~d. "ShP 

o ,~tholic Nuns . Sh~ \'1 '1S not a .Nun but an inmB.t r.> . After 

f our y~ a.r s . Judg,~ RobArts on AxnosAd her, saying that 
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~ h" h::'l..d b•'~"'n in .1 n i 1 ~.t, t~el ,r.., ry t i rf'"' r. h.e \'las ur~ ten-

d il1+~ t":: hnv~ br..nn in thn ~OUV""nt :' . ' 11-7 ) ,..h~ \>Jro t-=-

h ~ b~ok, but was ~ntir~lv di~cr6dit~1, und r~turn~d 

to tht!) str~~ts. 3hn j1r-a l n pr,.oon. ;J11.lir>m He.mmond 

"l~O ~.notht:'>r no~1~ur. HP ol'limnd t::> b"l t'1o utinis t • r 

of sovpr'll .. n.f:f't'>r,..nt 1~noT.i'1"!.t~!1.'1"'!, '1Y'l;.i . , .... t'! r!lix~d un 

!.n D~'!l"' d·~ubtful ~·-ir!"'1''3"'8· Hoe. 'tJ!'r)tl!? ~ 't':v~k 11 .-X!'Oeing'' 

"qore~, but 1 t h~s b--l!!>n ~ntir~ ly :-Hucrn!l 1t;-d (-*8) . 

Li ttltto ··• l"i ~~~t c:m bP ~.t.t·loh,...d t::J e n:rth l n3 th,., ~bov~ 

thr~~ wrtt~ra n~y, gn~ it is ~ r~ li~f t1 s~~ tha t 

thinking ~'hurchmon of rltff,.,r .... qt C!nn.:>~'J:tt'J.·~t. t ·me do not 

1.ndul,;,;n in t ~lifl ~curr.110'l'3 ·..,rop ... !t;j~:nll··t t·"U '1Y . In 1949 , 

1•1t",.n th.-... Jutch .-~ ~'~form,..~ ::amrch ~1n.:1 t hr- "'!hurch of 

:-ngl'Olnd 1n <'lotlth ·\ fr•inA -n":"'~ ·~ j t>r><'}a liJ I~i·>nr- ag9 1ns t 

th('l 'lnm'ln CAt''1.o 1. 1.c Church .l'\t !l. in~~t • .L .F.:; ":\n.Lc~ in 

S~) hronn-'r;bur~, ';lh i~h ".i~ ~ l"' 0 110Ftr>\l i ! l thn n.e.ws "--S Coming 

f:t4•) !!l nl.l tt~~ '!')!" O'tr~t'"ll'lt '1nur.~l1'"'~ tn :' 1Ut!1 '· frica , 

mn..,t dPn•-, rdn~tto.n"' :..rf'l>t",., t1~11':).LC t:') '.11.f'~.C"' " t>Ci"1tA t h.n :n-

P. ... 1V~"C! i'r~ro -chr-r.-. r ""s -;luti~na. '.L'h~ '•'·~ t'ult.~,. of JJiv1n1ty 

~ t 1.'1':>d~"e UniVPr'? 'l.ty wrote~ ~- lr<>tt:--.r of nrot.~.,t, 

aic:n~'d ·-:y .-.11 tht\) m""mbt:or>P. of thP F!t:~i'·r ( ·rh n nurnb~ rEtd 

ell'! :\n t;l t o::-'1, ~. [iot.h!>cliRt , ~ nr~~bytr-,...i r. ·~1.ld a 

~on,j!'Ag .. ti ')'r..'l1 ic:t r=t'Jlang th,..,m). I r~~"''\.17.<!>d l~ttt.tre 

fr"JT!! 8.n nX-!!l.Jd.P.r~ tol"' of tf'l.e. '=-'r. - sl:y~ ""J.."1 '1n Ct'!U!'Ch :J ThP 

t-!""~111"'nt of th~ ~~th~Y'i1nt conf~"'r'"")Cf"' nnd tht"' -oror~­

~~ 2r of livi~itv ~t lh~~$A, ~hlcb ~ll ~xnr~!~~d th~ lr 

~h~1ck =:1.nd d l~"!""'"'l"'!J,,f'.J 1. 'It' ""'h"'t h"-~d ~l .1 '"''1""C.. '"'il. J'our 

T., ~ro :'l,~n • in Uryington, :3. dnn ; tq,ti .)n l 'J..D l~J by 

!'r'.) lT!in~nt ~th~·:1ist:! t-: thl") r~~·m C!onneil, nroteet1ng 

:J.;::·~ tn~t tht:- unf-:li·:- di,.,crimin"lt-1-:m fJh.i:>'>~n t " t~"' :1~ma.n 

~,. thr) l i -1 '~ t1ur :;h in :Jn 1'71 ;ton . 

.!: ·! (!ll:?Tf 1].!2}1~ Its. 

Tb" ol1 tyn~ of nr~lud1o~, ~hich ~~li !ht~d i n 
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scurrilous tal~"'s , is on th~ 'JtA.n f-'\, but 1. nPW t ypP. of 

nr~"' juJ. i cP. ha.s r~ul·'lCPd th~ old. By tU9.ny thP RP.l i g ioue 

lif~ is rl!'g.q,rdnd as "unn!itural", n~rticularly in 1te 

vow of Chnstity , although th~ vowg of uovPrty and 

obPd 1Pi.1C'"' .'3ro alRo d ista~tr-- ful to m~.ny 0hurch folk. 

Thor~ arr t hrt.:>P. marks of wnst~rn CR.nlt:llis t1c dP. mocra.cy 

wh ich ar~ in dir~ct ~~nosition to tho tbroofold vo~ of 

tho fabric of many p~::-r.lP ' s rnl i :.; i ;m . 'rhoy a r P. a lus t 

~nd a morbid fa2c in~tion for e'"'XU ~ l ~ct1v1ty . 

If ::no nog,..e throu~h almoPt ~ny ~onular magazine 
cy 

or Tif."' \'IS'l")., D~r ton; y,_ f-'\ Xq rn1nr--s th"' Pdv~rt. :\.!=lo mr.onts , th~ ~Yflt 
l-

is cau~ht by numnrous ~)vortl~omonts ~nnoal 1ng to thP. 

lust for monPy 11 ::'nr-::>l in our Corrr.:sno11doncP. CollAge 

and you ltTill soon bo gntting bottor n::>.y'' , "ThAr P i s 

still~ lot of room at tht!'l ton of tho lr-1d:lor" ,. ThP. 

dPsir~ an~ ability to do tho job for th~ job' s s akP 
(~'\) 

is not imnor tant . Yan ' ~ cr~'>~t iv(!l c f.l naci ty is for got tAn 

in h is avBric~. Jobs nro ~oup.h~ for tho w~gos , not as 

ec fittinc; m,.,dium for man's cr,..., tiv (!l ureo . Tho i ndus -

tri-:~1 Hovolution ho:ts t;iv"'n us m-=~ss -r>r0duction , wit h a 

corr~snonding shoddin"'~~. ~n1 h~s m~d~ imnoss i blA for 

m~ny what should ido~lly bo th~ et~to of thin~ , t hat 

man ' s ~ork, by which ~"' o-:~rn~ hiP d~ily bro~d , should 

t hat ho is m~do qnow , by fulfilling a major ~snAct of 

his n~turo, which ts mnd~ 1~ th~ lm~g~ of God , tho 

CrP~.tor of ~11 things . 

Th~ lust for monoy ~ ls o holds SNay . It drASSf!IS 

ltsnlt" un ronpoct::~bly by C!llllng ltsolf "Thr i f t '' , 

"Bus i n .... ~s qcume-n" ~nd tho liko, but 1t is roa l l y t hP. 
(~~o) 

old sin of ll.v ar leo. turnod r0 ST"°Ct~.bl..... To mon whoso 

livos ar~ in nart dominat od by this lus t , a man who 
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voluntarily tak~s a vo;v of abrolutt:') nov~rty BPPIDS mad . 

In PVnry at::n m"'n h ·1va sou13ht thr.> r lch0s of thP world , 

but in W~"s torn civilizntlon toJ~ y it hA8 bPcom~ a 

virtu~ to do so , n.nd w:; .... n mnn' r. min.Jr; ~r"' ~jjustr->d to 

~ ~cnl ,... of v~lUP~ in ~hich richnr ~ni no~~~Psions 

occuny n high ulnc~, no ~ondPr nov,...rty is wnighnd in 

t·1,.,. b::tl1ncas and f"Jund vlantin:_: . \ !!'l':lTI ··!ho rnE=Ji gns all 

hi}"l noss~"'ssion!-1 that h,.., m1:1y thP b.:-ttr·r ~,.,r'VP God must , 

by this IDP~f.ure. , 1:.J.:- fan::.tical nnd unbal.,ncod, and the 

objr->ct of t ho dnPnAst susnicion . 

1t is thr.> samp with Obn;li,.,.ncn. .U"'..nocr-gcy, FrPPdom 

::md th'"' Ri . ..:;ht s of mr>n :lr''"' FJ.ll,- imnort.1.nt ..,n1 good. AA 

bf"l bc:.liPVt:>S th'lt all !ll'"'TI 'lr'"" S::> 0 00d that thoy dPBPrVP 

~qual rights , but bocnun~ all mnn ar~ ~o b1d t hat th~y 

JTtUBt all voto, to nr~"V~"'nt n::>wPr fnllint-; into tho hands 

Of onn 'D'l.TI · '!:'hf' "!ll'tny- lTi'lJ t8 f\0 1!!0 ~"'Xt"nt C~nC""l OUt 

~ach othoro' r--vil. Slmil-:.rly with :;-r"""'(10'll and th,.,. Ri ghts 

of ."r>n . Too m"ny !!l"'n 'l.ro concr-rnn:l ''lith cl~iming t ho i r 

own r l·;:ht R qnd ~r ..... s,....rv inc thr::.ir o~trn f:'rr>r>dom, r a thor 

th3n Striving to 8P t thoir TI""i3hbour f!'PPJ ~nd bPing 

c~.rPful not to infrin !t' his ri zhts. J'r~"'~dom is oft on 

intP.rprPtnd to rLl"'an bt=•h'3ViOU!' ~'t' ithout r~"s traint, 0 1ghP.!' 

tbo int"'rn:~.l r,.,.str~1nt of '!lONtl v 1luos or tho P.XtP.rna l 

r'Pstr.;}int of l~J.vl . "?:J.rt of tho blqmo f:Jr this mus t be 

l 3id at tho doors of th~ Psycho- analysta, who , if th~y 

do not thPmsnlv~r t~gch. ~ro t~kon by mnny to tP~Ch 

tl1at br.:>h~viour mus t b l"'' ·rithout any i nhibitions , a nd 

th n.t th""Y rr->str1int on tht'!' r-~ go c ~UR""S untold nsycholog1-

c i1l d 'l.ILagF- • 

ThP Rol i gious L1 fo dPm':lndfl of .?~ m'ln th~t ho rP­

~ign~ his fr,.~dow of mov~'"' m~nt ~nd ~ctions i n to th~ 

h~nds of his rt'!'l 1 ~ 1ous Aupor1or , or t o tho rulo of t hA 

community to which ho bolongs . '/hr.:>n I waR a t ThPologi­

c a l OollPgo, a numb~r of porson s , 1n diffArAnt ways 
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askf!:>d with incredulity, thP question " Do you mPan to 

say that you, a grown man, a rp only a llowed out of the 

collegf!:> whP.n thP ''lardPn nerm1 ts ?" This is an indica­

tion of thf!:> nr~judicP against thf!:> voluntarily rPs1gning 

of one's freP.dom into th~ hands of another. Yet mPn 

can understand thP curta ilmPnt of freedom which th• law 

demands, and in timP of war thPy havP r P.SnPct a nd admira­

tion for thP voluntA'-'r who r~~'>s igns his frP.Pdo_m to the 

ar my. But th~ rPsignation of freedom for the s 9kP of 

' the grPater battle against thA world and the flPsh and 

thP d~vil, for thP SRk"' of God and for thP s a ke of onP.'s 

own salvation, this is not undf!:>rstood, and thP RPlig1ous 

life stands condAmnP.d on this second char gP , that it 

detWl.nds absolutP. ob~dienc"' from its memoors. 

The greatPet CA.UsP of antipathy for the RPlig1ous 

Life is th"' vow of Chastity. Our ganPration, to a 

l ar gP ext Ant, believes that sexual activity is not only 

a right or a privil•gp or a duty, but a necPssity. 

~sychological adjustmPnt, a frPf!:>dom from reprPssions 

and inhibitions has rPnlacPd thP Vision of God a s the 

summum bonum of man ' s dPeirP, and this new form of man­

centred woreh1n dP.mands a "full sAx-life 11 (horrible 

nhrasP ) a s an ARsent1al p~rt of the cultus. Pick up 

any second- or th1rd- ratP m~gA z1n~=~ toda y, and advertise­

ments appealing to th• s exua l motive will glarP from 

thP pagf!:>s. Ther~ arP a lso "~ dvertisements of books 

dealing with sexual tPchnique, books which turn what is 

meant t o be thf!:> moe t de~"->nly nPreon.g l And s~.cr~ mPntal 

aspect of marriPd love into an impersona l and purely 
(St) 

physica l sciencP. For many today , nlea eurf!:> i s more 

i mport ant than joy, and it is nursuPd with a vigour 

that puts many Christians' ha.lf-hPartPd attemnts a t 

worship to ehamP. . 

The sexua l aide of man's naturP is a. side which 

it is n~=~r1lous t o di ArPgard, and it is right to WPlcomP 
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All tho informAtion which nsycholozy qnd biology can 

giv~ uo, cut sinco victoriqn tim~ s , tho n~ndulum has 

R'rmn~ to its onnoflitt'l limit, "md mqn'~ intP.rost , 

fAscination1 ~nd indulr~ncn in R 0XU~l "Ctivity is a 
( t;~) 

Pymntom of :1 d~c~y in 1v,:.st'3rn cu ltur""· Th~"' r~ is an 

n~rthy ho~lth ~bout Sh~k~snear~ ' e and Chq ucor ' s b a wd i-

nt">SS vlh ich 1~ 1--=~ck inc in th'"' nonny drn '=l..jfuls of today. 

c~nnot bol iov o thqt oth~r~ noq8t'l~9 it, nnd suspoct 

t!'.Loe ,:. VO'!lod to ch,:tsti ty of thn r inC! t o •·rhich thoy thoin-

R 0XU~l lmggory, tho worlj dismiP.s"~ mystic ism as soxu~l 
(~')) 

nh::>.ntn.sy !:l.nd ins iste: on f!!'Xnl '~in in 8' tho highor in t~H·ms 

of t ho lowor. 

Anoth~r fq_ult ')f · . .;hi~h th~" nouul:1.r mind accus,:.s 

m~y bo so~o truth in this ch~r~ .... , if s m~n or womqn 

~nt...,re this lifo S')loly for thn s~k~ of thoir own sal-

v~tion, ~nd is unmindful of tho noods of tho world. 

Later on in this book WP ~kll discup,s t.ho tondoncy in 

eomo writnrR on tho q"lig i ous Lif~ to concontrato too 

much on intorior nnrfnction ~nd to n..., gloct .tho duty of 

int~rcosR ion. It m!:!y 111°11 bo th <::! t m"nv br-okon ho .q,rta 

find solRco within thn walls of ~ mon~st~ry, but God 

UR~"P. many diff~ront ovonts in human lift" to C!3ll poonle 

to Himsnlf , ~nd th~ f~ct th1t som~ find comfort ~nd thA 

healing 0f n d i~runt""d· humnn lovo in !J Div int:"> Lov.o \'1111 
~ 

only bo b~l1ttl~d by thos~ who doubt thP PXist~nCP of 

tho Vivin~ Lovor- , who cr~atPs, su~t~ine, r~d...,P-ms 1 and 

s~nctifiop u~ . ~or m~ny ordorp, th~ nr~ ctic~l work 

thny do, tondin :· tho sick 1~ or-nh··ns
1

n.nd ~ noor, 

PV~n2~liain3 th~ ho~thon, Pduc~tln 3 th~ ignorant, g 1VAS 

tho lio to Any chargn of ~sc~n1sm. But to thosP who 
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,ont,or cont,omnl?tiv~ or.:J~re: , th~ u nbol i ,ov.or will pP.rsist 

in his charg~ of ,oscan i sm. Y~t to ~hrist ians, who 

accr.::>ut 0hr is t ::l.G th~ 'hy , th,.... Truth , 1nd thP Lif,o, 

it must b"" -p:> i!'ltt:~d out that th:>s~ ·vho 1:\nter conte m­

nlativr.::> ordars ~r~ not n~c~~ing fr:>m truth and lifA, 

but ~rn ASC~uing t~ th~ Truth 3nd th" GifP, and this, 

if it can ba c~ll~d ~sc~u~, i~ CArt~inly ,oa c~nism with 

Th~ mo:lP.rn ·,Jor l.:1 s~~lilS to hav"" lo8t ita a,oneP of 

thP sup~rnatural , cau~ht un ~s it is i n a maP.letrom of 

ouddP.n sc1Pntil'ic dovr:-l:>flm""'nt which it c1.nnot ass1m1latl!", 

dt:~~fon~a rrom thou~ht by r~d ia , juk~ b:>x, ~nd tPlPvis ion, 

its cr,..ativity ~':'.r;mf'ld by th"' r"'~.dy- rn--cl"' m~ss-nroduc~d 

"'.t1t~"'rtJ.inm"'nt of tod"'.y. Th"'!'~"' is '3 dcom:'nd fo r :' Pr ac­

tic·•l 0hriet.i·,nityn ~~hich t1kc-~ ..,!: itc kr-oy- t P.et the 

v,ors~ from th, nuistl"' of J-:m""s "nurt!' rPlig1on and 

und,ofil~d is tbl?, T~ visit th"' f~thorlt:~ss 1nd widows 

in the-ir ::-.f flict i on" thouch thoro iP f'l disr,o gard of 

th~"'~ imnlicationn :'If th~"'~ t~~"'cond half of this vPrso Hand 

t.o kr.::>Pn hims,.lf unsnott,..,~ from th,., ·vorld". (Ja.m,...a 1:27) 

ThiP nrRgmgtic unpro ~ch to Christiqnity m~k~s th~ liv~s 

of rP-li.;:;iouo housr->r, ·.;1 tb th.:. d., ily r~ci t~t 1on of the 

Divin~ Off ic~, Daily !ns~, ~nd lon3 m~dit~tions , SP~m 

'>'1'Jintl0 ?.s, bnc"U~~"'~ it do"'~ not l~""d t~ th,... sort of 

''rr>~ul t8 11 ,,.Jhlch th" n:r!t._;mqti~ts dr>m·;.nJ. To th~m 

nr·1yor is lose 1m-portr;-nt than soun ki tch~ns , :Jnd a man's 

fOUl ~n1 itP ~~lv1tion ~uct t~ko R b~C~ so~t , b~caus~ 

his bodily '.Vqnts co•nt'l firPt. w,.,n n"'"'d"l br(->1d , but ma.n 

Pb'tll n~t llirt!> by br.~Ad "'lO':'le!l. It iR truo that most of 

thr.::> Christiane •lh~8"' liv .... s hav..., h·1 d th~ most l;)r'lctical 

nn1 r~volution~ry ~rr"'ctq on th~ lifn of tho Church on 

~·rth h'lVr.::> b~"'n ~nn ~nj ~~m"'n ~~ nr~y .... r, oft,..n mystics 

'lnd viBi~nari~s . !i'rom th"' C1tl10lic n 1st •1v(.> may Quot~ 

St TPrPsa of Av1lq, St BPnod ict, St ~rancis ~nd 
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St Dominic. But this s~lP.ction is arbitr~ry, ~nd 

could bP multinliPd for n~g~s. In .FrotP.etantism th~re 

is M8rtin Luth~r, who ~t .hie bus1~st knPw that hP. 
(~~ 

must nPPde eoPnd longPr in prn.y~r, .r:tnd morP rAcP.ntly 

John • .,PS lPy, who S " id not only Mq.tt ins 13-nd 'l!'vPnsong , 

but T~rcP, sext1 ~nd NonP P. ~ch day of hie lifP. The 

oractic~l work of RP11 gious CommunitiPs is admirRbl~, 

but morP imnortant is thP uncPs::~sing pr::'!.yP.r offP.rAd on 

bP.ha.lf of thP Church, Y~t modArn ChurchmAn all too 

~r•judic~ is on th~ w~n~. For somA it is b~c .q us~ 

therA is ~ d~~n~r und~rst~nding ~nd ~n~reci~tion of 

thP RP.ligious LifP, but for mAny thP c~usP. is worsP. than 

thP. orAjudicP. It is indiff~r~ncP and borPdom, the 

accidiP. which s ans at th~ mora l fibrP of mAn. This 
...... 

oPrv~sivA anathy of modPrn t~dicpqns is summAd uo in 

the slang exorPssion "I couldn't carP lAss". ( ~Q 

In thP onnositP sidP. of thP sc~ lP WP must nut th~ 

ecumPnica l movp~nt, thP world council of ChurchPs, thP 

Liturgic~ l movPmont in almoAt P.VPry denomination, and 

the intP.rest in PVangPlic~l P.V~ngPlists such as Billy 

Graha m and Bryan GrPPn. ThesP arP hopPfUl signs of an 

awakoning interPst in th~ Christia.n Faith. TogPth~r 

they can do much to aw~ kPn thP Church, and if thPy con-

tinue to increase 1n str~ngth, an d to influoncP Pach 

othPr, an inPvitabl~ r~sult will bP. a dePoer annrecia-

tion of thP contribution which the rP.li gious 11fA makP.s 

to thP lifP of thP Church a s a whelP. 



FOOTN'0T1tS TO OHA T>TER I 

(1) Boccaoc1o, in thQ DAc~mQron, includPs on~ t alP 

of a Solit:1.ry who yiPldfl to t'-"motat1on and se­

duces a fPmal~ diecinl~, who rDmaine complAtely 

ignorant of Whf"l t 18 h·:\ona-ning, thinking that 

ahA io hP>lning hl'lr mastPr ov~rcoiDP. tPmptation. 

TJP.c:tmP.ron Day 3. TBlA 10 (in s oW~ P.di tiona this 

ia rAplaood by anothpr story). 

(2) ThA Book of RevP-lation has (),:opn thP hapny 

hunting gr ound of cranks from VPry ~arly tiiMs. 

SomP knoWlP.dgP of th~ way it i s USPd t oday by 

SP.ots suc h aa thP Jehov~h's vitnP.seos , ThP. 

British Isra~litP.s , and thP s~v~nth Day AdVAn­

tists should conv1ncP. th~ intolligP.nt J,.ayman 

that no WP.ight c an bP put on int~rur,..tatione 

1d~nt1fying Anti- Christ wit h thP Roman Catholic 

Church. ThiD would bf, a s imol~ way of convin­

cing h1m, without bF>coming involv~d in ·1uPs t1ons 

oonc..,.rning "HighPr'1 or "LowP.r" ori tic ism, or 

thP. vorbal 1nsnir8tion of the B1blP, Or' thP true 

moaning of Apocalyptic. 

(j) T.hP main rPfPrP.ncos 1n Boccacc1o's 0Pca~ron 

arP ao fo llows :- ~irst dBy , Fourth T~ lP: 

SPcond J ;'Y t 'rhird tRl~ : Third D'"~ y, ~·irs t and 

tioe-vnnth T:< l~ : li,ourth D·· y, SPCond '.rale: Sixth 

J.)ry , Sixth f.l nd T~nth TalP : S'"-'VF'~nth Day , Third 

Tal~: ~1ghth Dqy, Sscond and ~ourth Tal~ ; 

Ninth D~y , BPcond TalP . 

In a book compro1s1.nt:; mainly sale.cious t alPs, 

it is s1gn1ficR.nt thqt only -="l0 VP.n aro about 

Mon~stice oe-to. It sA~me that th-=" author's 

judgPmont of th~"'>m is thR.t th-"'Y ~rP no bAttP-.r 

than othPr folk, but also no woreA . 



bury Tfl. l.oe, thllll 'Prologu,o a rt.:- a.F.I follows: - WP. 

~::, t, r.J'1Ur', n.n old '3'[1\3 !1 tr ict, h,.,. t nndrd to i gnore. 

f! uun J a l?rior~os, gx·a.c:l.our. and. courtly, but 

,.,:,.rPan of a ta-..,m "-:ho only lrnf3t<T Chr ist•s gos ­

"?)rl :. ·nd \'Joulc1 ·prt'!'>~wh l tH. (~P.vill Co<:;;hill 1 s 

1 T" ) "II -n .. ng .ano ; Vol. l.t lhmf"nd lx I . ) 

m·"' t <!lf3~ of (;lr.:-rkR 1n R:1l:r OrJr--ro · . ..,ho commit:r[ 

J~orn:\.cnt:ton or n.dul t"'r:r in r10m"' of thr.:~ t a lAa 
I 

0f' thP nil3rim«!, { r.; ..... n ~.Ullr-rp t·: 11") :1nd Rei'VP. 1 s 

Th~ ~-~-3.UP 1~c History of r•g.~larlius ·~r. .r .K. Low­

th~r Cl~rk s . n.0 . K. l91R. 

I·I~<'l'"'n . !3.dd:=-.~ Constable 

1~)6. 

( 7) l".iP-d.:L,::.v :--~1 h<1.ndtooks of i'""no.nc .::• j ~leN(> ill r:md Ga~r 

{":!o lu.ml.lia UniVf'P~ i ty l>rP"S C 19j8) • 

(:-~) On cit .• D 185 . ? r•ofi1 '' :111 old Irinh 1")nnitf'l nt1:).l11 

pr-m:1nce- t ·w,::.nty on(> yf'lars. 4nyona ~v-ho kills his 



(9) On cit. n~g~ 250. Th~ P~n1tPnt1al of Colum­

ban.. 

(10) History of th~ Chrlst!Rn Cburch: JamPs c. 
RobPrtson. Vol. V P · 29. (John Murray 1875) 

(11)" ThP RulP. of St B~nPdiot RUlP I. mr. Justin 

McCann O.S.B. (Burn9 OatAs 1q52). 

For a valuablA discussion of this rulP S~P 

"Tht=> Monastic OrdPr 1n !!ngl and" nart one, 

Ohant~r on~. KnoWlPs. c.u. ~. 1950. 

( 12) S~~.:~ RobPrtson: History of tho!!!! Ohrist1~-m Church 

Vol. 3 p. 223 ; Als o Kno ioJ l~s: ThP fv!onae tic 

Ordor in trngl::tnd: i=>t I nn 25- 30 & n-o 78-82. 

(13) Rob~ rtaon. on cit Vol 3. n 2~4. 

(14) RobPrtson. on oit Vol 3 PP 228ff (footnotA 

'0 229 ) 
.. 

Know1Qs on cit Pt I pp 78- 82 (Psn. footnote 

n 82) 

(15) RobPrtaon. On cit. Vol. 4 ~· 165. 

(16) RobP,rtson. On cit. pp 168-71 . 

KnowlPs . On cit. Pt I o~ 145-8. This givf.!!s a 

o1.ear PXnlan~t ion of thr-- Clunl::tc '3yR tf.!!m of 

(17) RobPrtson. Op cit. Vol 4 nn 177-80 . 

( 18) Kn o;oJlPR 0-o o 1 t -ot n 214, ~nd , 1so ?.80-28~. 

(19 ) qob~rtAon. On cit. Vol 5 nAg.e 64 linos 18 & 19. 

( 20) Robortson. Op cit . Vol 5 nn 29-65 for wholP 

of this SPCtion. 

{21 ) Robortson On cit. Vol 5· np 3B3-409· 

{22 ) Robertson. 0~ cit Vol. 6. nry 111- 130 ~nd 421-

439 . 

KnorvlP.S: Th~C> Rnligious OrdPrs in E'n!:::l and. 

Part 2 , Ch . XI !-Uld XIII. 

( 23 ) Rob~rtson On Cit Vol 6. n 130 linP~ 3 & 4, 

'=~nd footnotP x. 



(24) RobPrtson On cit. Vol 6. p 425. 

(25) Rob~rtson On cit. Vol 7 n 17. s~~ also 

Ord~rs in Fngl~nd'pt. 3, pn 292-298, for 

E'XB.rnplP of how nr"' jud icr agq inet .fi"r 1ars a.rosP. 

( 26 ) Robr->rtson Op cit. Vol 7 ~ 19. ThA Illustrious 

OrdPr of Good T~mnla.rs ( r.o.G. T.) hav, a similar 

<=l.Ccus ·· tion lovollr->d agllinat thPm for th~ in1-

ti~ ls ar~ uonul~rly ur~tr->ndod to st8nd for 

"I oftPn gr-> t tight" - 'f!hPy arr-> a modPrn TA~"'-

total org~insation. 

(?.7) RobortPon On cit . Vol. 7 n. 19. Tho tr->rme 

''UnnR. tura l Vtoo" , "Sodomy" Pto ar.o da.t t"d, and 

t P inte:>d with omotion. It i~ soundPr to enoak 

of Homos~:~xu1.lity or Inv,.rs1on. It is r~cog-

HomosPxuality is nrobably morP ofton inna tA 

thR.f acqu1rod, not tho r•osul t of' cond ition1ng 

but .a s1mnlo f::J.ct, 11ko colour-bliddn,ss. If 

this bo eo, our moral viow must undorgo a 
4 

r adica l ch8.nJ.3P · ThA sin of tho Tr-omnlars ;....,~ 

t.t'D rJ eae-~ w~s brlllla.k ing tho1r vow of ch.,sti ty, 

qno 1ndulg,nco in C !:ISU ·':11 r"l l'l..tionsh1ns. ThP. 

noPS not, I b~lie:>vo, af~oot tho morAl isSU"'· 

s~e~ 11 Psychir-~tr-y .<:tnd t.Kontal Hl!>al th11
, Rathbone:> 

01 ivAr ( !:l Prios t ,.,ho ws.e a lso a. Doctor and a 

Psychiatrist). Also 11 SP.x Lifo a nd .F'a itb" by 

Ro m Vmdau, a.nd "aomoe,.xuality and th~ .·l~st­

~rn Tr~dltlon", D. s . BailPy~ a.lso .·u•ticl" 

by D.B. BRiloy in "Th,:!>ology 11 of' F~bruary 1952 . 

( 28) RobP-rtson. On cit. vol 7 pago 65. KnowlPs: RP.­
ligious OrdPrs in England, Vol 2 Pt 3, n 256. 

( 20 ) On th~ a.oollsRtion , tria l and fina l dissolution 

of th~ TPmplarA, s~c Rob~rtson , 0~ cit vol 7, 



{30) 

( 31) 

( .32 ) 

pn 1-69. Also Know1r--s 11RP1igious OrdP.rs in 

1!'ngl.ctnd 11 Vol 2, Pt 3: p 256. 

RobP-rt~on: Ou o1t . vol 7. op 476-81. Knowl~E: 
11Rr.>l1t;1ous Ordors in Ene;l1:1.nd" Pt 2t ~ 182-9. 

Robertson: 0~ o1t Vol 7, nag~ 474• 

Robi!'>rtson: On o1t Vol 7 , nn 480-1, but ~~~ 

whol~ ~r.>otion 471-81. 

( 33 ) "ThP. Ohuroh 1n 'l!ngls.nd": Ov(')rton. Vol I p 384 

( GardnP.r ;Jarton, Lond0n, 1897) 

(34) 11 1\. History of thP Church of t::ngland 11
: 

J. ~.H. Moorm~n , p 145· (Ad~m qnd Chnrl~s Black, 

London, 1954.) 

(35) ~~orm~n: 0~ oit. n 146. 

(36) !>'Dorman: On cit. n 174. 

( 37) SP.P OvPrton, Op cit. 

( 38) MOOI'man : Op c 1 t · 'PP 17 4-5 · 

( 39) B~nito Juar~z, nrPsidr.>nt of Mex ico 1853-72 

~"'Xn,ol1Pd many nunF: and som~"' monkt=~ , ::}lso Fiv~ 

Bi~hon~ ~nd thr.> Panal Nuncio in 1855· In 1895 

Porfirio D1az r.>xp~l1Pd thP r .:>mRining nuns -

~""P CambridgP f~d""rn His tory, Vol XII: ~ 672 & 

677· 

( 40 ) 'Pan. Anglican ~gaz. in"", Oct l 954 np 22- 26, giv~e 

n briPf history of thP Phi11up1n~ RPformation. 

(41) Dom GrPgory D1x tPllA ua th~t hiA grAndmothP.r 

br.>liov.:od th:3t ,qt tr1t'> Rom:qn C-?..tholic M~ee "ThP 

nr 1~~>et 1Pt a crR.b looflP unon thP. Altar, which 

it wa s his mystr--rious duty to prr.>vPn t from 

crawling a1d""WAYR into th~ vi~w of t hP congr~ ­

e;ation (H~llCl" thP t;;.:oet.ur .:of! of th~ c.:olll)brA.l1t) 11 

Sh~~P of th"" Liturgy : 2nd rrdtt 1q45, r~nr1ntPd 

l 05A, DacrP PrPse 

(42 ) s~p R OIDPO and Juliot, W1111em Sh~ k~snoarP, 

Act II ScPnP 3 & Ac t IV ScPnP. 1, Rlso 

Bocoacc1o's DPCAmPron Day 3, story VIII. 



• 
(43) s~~ "sleete-d S 1l~nCP 11 by Th om::\9 ~rton, and 

"I U>::tn ov~r thP 'f.'='~lln by Mon1.c~ B'l.ldw1n. 

(44) 11 '-lA ll~d up Nuns and Nuna \'lal l r.:-d 1n11 by 

~., . Lanc.,lot Hollr-~.nd, 1895. n 14lff 

(45) 1-18.:1.i.o Rff'nl1c.s: .B'athnrs Rumblr-> 8.!ld 0arty,1938 

~Rg" 254, q u~Ation 1~60. 

(46) s~- footnot~ 44· 

(47) See footnot~ 45· 

(48) B~P thP PXt:r'AillPly W~ll doCU~ntod r~futation 

of Ha~nond by ~ . B.A . PPr.'Quin o . r. D. Ph. 

PubliPh~d by tb~ c~tholic FPdor~tion of thA 

'l'ransvaal Vicar1at•. 

( 4q) Unpopular On 1n1ona : Dorothy L. S .,,yr.:-rR • 

G:-;llancz 1046 - l'ra8-."'.Y 11 Liv1.ng to !lork", 'P 122ff 

(50) uOther Six DPadly Sinst• Dorothy L. Sn yAra, 

soc tlon on ~varico. 

(51) Of 0oursP thPrA arP many good bookA wrltt~n 

on s~x - thos• by LPsl1P ·1Path•rh~!Jd and ¥an 

dor v~ldo. Ono of tho most ueoful books I 

havn comP acrose ls Lou 1s Ti?.-'3.rd' s "Guid~ to 

.flnrr 1!1 g~=~" • 

(52) Lode 11 Ie:raol:' t.r:lnSlt-:~t"'-'d by S . H. Hook~ (KPgan 

"lr-1ul, T:r~"'nch Trubnor and Oo., Bro::tdwqy House , 

~ . c .) pag€ 148 givos an ~xamolA of dPc~dPncP 

in Cnn~Rnit~ Soci•ty. 

Gibbon 'R "~<:dino and ;.i'Rll of t.hf-3. Rom!:m ~mnire " 

Vol I, Ch. VI ~D 127-9 ~nd 141. (~P.nguin ModP-rn 

Libra~y) g iVPS PX~m~l~s of Rom~n DPC1dPncQ, 

H. ~,ishPr 11 H1s tory of li"UronP- 11 ( 1rd1t1ard 'Arnold 

London, 1936) np 48- 9 3 ivP.s ~xn mpl~s of d~ca-

d '""11cJ<"> in Gr,..ok 01v111s9.t1on (sr.oo also GoldQn 

Ass of A.uuleiue) also "t>ag~n BBckground to 

Christianity" l .R. Hollowa y (LivPrlJool Univ~r­

s1ty ~r~as ) nn 113 - 4· 



(53) c.s. L~w1e: Tranenos1t1on ~nd oth~r Ad~r~esee. 

W1rPt F~~~y. Th1P drAwe 1 ~~r~llel bPtWP~n 

tr!'JnF.tnoe 1ng a Symnhony into -9, p1Pc~ of tbs 1c· 

for a Pi~no - wh~r~ ~am~ notes do th~ work of 

S 0 VPl"a l 1l1St.r'UIIlATitl3, -9U0 thP tr,::;msnOS1t1on Of 

~nir!tuAl or ¥o~t81 emoti~ns and ~xv~rtenc~s 

into th,..,1r 'flhys1c,•l countArn~rt, which c3.n b~ 

thf> samt=- for d1ff~rPnt emotions. A 11 F'la1' of 

th~ d 1anhr~ e;m" for b~th fe.3.r and F.l.waren~se of 

God. So 9lso i.,r:> mu~t us..., ~.,orldly :tmag oe t o 

tr~nslat~ the a~qr~n~~R of tbP qntrttu1l world , 

thUS S~XURl imagPry. 18 US~d to d0 BCribP th~ 

rPlqt1on of th• Aoul with God. 

(54) Tho gt"oundwork of 'Prqyol". R. Lumb. (Faith PrAse, 

'·{P£1 tm1l1A t~r) n9.gP 10. 

(55) Luko 10: 41-42. 

(56) Dorothy L. S.'lyors: Oth~!!>r Six DAadly Sins. 

~in of Lust is relatod to ~cc1d1F (AcPdia) s~e 

s~ct1~ns on Lust end Sloth. 
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MISUNDERSTANDINGS FROM fiTHIN 

lN'l'RODUCTION 

This Chanter is th~ most controv~re1al 1n this 

book. Many will dieagr~A with it, for wh~t ar• hor~ 

put forward ae basic m1sund•retand1ngs of th, R•l1gious 

LifA, ar• still regard~d by many as thA chi~f glori•s 

and most d1etinct1v, marks of thP RPlig1ous Lifp. Th•r~ 

ar• and havP b•An many mieund•rstandings or th• R~l1-

gioue L1fP .from within tho r•l1g1oue 11fn. To Pnu~rat~ 

and catalogu~ th~m all would b~ a w~~r1eo~ task, and 

not makA for 1ntPr~~'st1ng r•ad 1ng. :That I h!l.V.fll donP is 

to s•l~ct thfll throo moAt RPr1ous qnd w1dPsnr~~d mis-

und~rstand1n6e, and to dPal with thAm in eomo dotn11. 

Th•y arA 1) A Falso 1doa of th~ plao~ of thA monk 

within thA Church, which l•~ds to ~rid~. 2) A Fals• 

1d~a of dPtachm~nt, l•ading to a fale• aac•tisiem ~nd 

a d~n1al or human fri•ndship. 3) An att•mnt to 

snr~ad monasticism b•yond its log1t1matA bounds, by 

forcing c~libacy on thf:.' cl•rgy, and insisting that all 
5 

Pr1•ats b• s•~monk):_ 

This chant•r may bP. wrongly hAad•da for its aim 

is not only n•gativ• but nos1t1v•. Although th~r9 hav~ 

b~Pn mieund•rstand1n~ , not only within mon~etioiem of 

its own n~tur•, but within th• whol• Church, or m~ny 

doctrinAs in many nl~c~s -9.nd ov•r long l)Ar1ode of t1~, 

yPt n•1th~r in tho nart nor in th~ wholP. h~s the Holy 

Spirit fa11Ad to r~ie• un witn~ss•e, who witn~se, 1n 

monasticism, to its tru~ naturP, and in th• Church, to 

thA truA doctr1no. So in this ohantor wo will show, 

by ~x~ mnlo, not only tho m1sund~retand1nes• but thP.ir 

corr~otiv•e. 1. ThP humblP monk, who knows his pl~c~ 

in th• Church. 2 . Th• tru• dotachmAnt which c ~n blossom 

1n tru-. · fr1~ndeh1n. 5. ThoeA narts of thP Church which 
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hav~ nr~sorv~~ th~ di~tinotion ~tw~~n monk and 

nri•st, eo thRt in no man's lifA n~•d th•y of n~o~s-

s1ty bP id~nt1f1Pd. 

1. "Thflll High•r 'Path and th~ Inn~r Rinet 

Ambition, a d•eir~ to b• ~ mPm~r of a sol~ot 

class. in r~ct enob~ry, h~s PX1St~Dd in th~ Church from 

th~ ~arl1~at t1mPs, and this ein, albP1t olothAd ~s 

an Ang-1 of Light, h~s lod to serious m1sund-.retand1ngf 

within tho R•l1g1oue LifP / of it~ 01~ nron•r furict1on. 

Thr~~ of tho A~oetlAe w•r~ guilty of this d•s1r• 

to~ f1rst; ~nd b~ttAr th~ th• raet. Ja~e and John, 

or th.oir mothPr, c~me:t to JAsus and As k•d him to grant 

that thoy might sit on• on P~Oh e1d~ of H1e thron~ in 

th~ Kingdom. JPsue ~sk~d them if th•y w~r• abl• to 

drink of th• cun which bP had to drink, and ~ass through 

thA ea.mt~~ bant1em, wh~th~r, in ra.ot. tht~~ir lovA and 

o~d1~nc• could st~nd euff•ring ~nd dAnth, and th~y 

oonfidPntly answar•d "Y~s ''. Yat J~ me-e • 1f not John, 

forsook his ~~et•r at th• time of th~ cruo1f1x1on. 

P~t~r confid~ntly as~•rtod ''Though all d~ny ThP"', yflltt 

\t~ill not I'', and Josue fortolls whRt will h'lnn~Dn to 

this boast•r who lookod on h1mA 0 lf ~e b~1ng of a 

diff~r~nt o~libr~ from tho roet of thl!' Apostlos "B•for~ 

.th~ cook crows tw1ol!' thou sh~lt deny IDP tbric-." (I ). 

Th~r~ WAa no guarJ:tnti!'A of mora.l e u~r1or1 ty, or pr idA 
' • 

of plac~, for th•sl!' thr•~ ~n, •v~n though th,.y had 

a sp~cial 1nt1ma.oy with Jesus during his A~rthly 

ministry. Tht.e>so thr~~ wAr~ thA sn~c1al fr1Ands of th~ 

man J$eua, but just ~s tho norf•ction or Christ's man­

hood found ol~ol!', w1th1n its 11f4 , for ano01Al fri•nd­

shina, and uniquA r~lat1oneh1pa, so th~ s a m- porfeot1on 

PXcludAd a_nything which could by th~ r,.motP.st strP.toh 

o:f th~ 1mag1nRt1on b• or.t llP.d n,.not1sm. 

JAsus- in ~8oh of thosl!' d~m~nds for, or a~aArt1ons 
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of eunPrlortty, ehowe thqt tho n~th of tru~ glory 

11~e 1n obodi~nt, humbl.ct1 3nd lov1ne s~rv1o•. Th~ Cun 

~nd th-. Bantlam of .which H~ t~lls J~~e ~nd John ar~ 

thP suff.ctring and d~~th that l~y ~h-~d of Him, whon 

H~ w•nt as g L~mb to th~ ~lqught~r - m~~k, onAn1ng 

not hie mouth, 1n loving , humbl~ ~ obAdi•noP to His 

Fath•r in H~ ~von. ThP grA~toet in th~ Kingdom i~ th~ 

a•rv9.nt of' A.ll. t1hr1et damon~tr~.tod th1A 1n ~.ot1on, wh,.n, 

as~ort1on, H~ took ~ towol and b~sin, 1nd waahod his 

diee1nl~e' f-.ot, nl~ying tho po.rt of .a el~v~. {2) 

In v1.ctw of tho ov•r-w•oning a.mb1t1on of thoSA 

thr~o Anoatloa, tho following or~y•r, UAPd by th~ 

Ang11c~n Community of tho Reeurroction tod~y, 1s of 

snociA.l 1nt~reet, ::te i t ,.,ute rorward ae 1ts ox·• nmlAB 

Of g,oOlA.l intitMoy, to aun,ort its ne=at1t1on, thoao 

saJDP thr.ctll!l m•n. 

''o Lord, lho dlJet admit to spoci~l 1nt1m":toy with 

Thy s•lf thA cho~on thrP~ ~mong Thy tw•lv• 

and womon, to shar~ tho 11k~ nrivil•g~ in tho 

Rolig ioue Lif,.: that thoy, bPing Pntrustod 
1.. 

with tho eight of Thy m~rvo~us ~eta, with 

thP S•orPt of Thy hlddon glory, ·find with thA 

1nn~r myst~ry of Thy ~ae~1on, m~y by ~xA mnl~ 

~nd by d~~J uphold Thin~ honour a nd ~xtond 

f ar and wld~ th~ dominion of Thy Maj~ety : 

lho 11voet ~nd r~l~~st with th~ r~th~r and 

th~ Holy Snirit, ov~r ono God , world without 

•nd • 4 moan • .. ( 3) 

This dop 1ro to b~ 1n thn "Innor Ring '' 1s wid~-

on tho Clorgy s ro a musingly uA1nted . 1n ~thony 

Trollop~'e 11 Barchflll8tor TOWPI'S". YPt fundam-nta.lly 



28. 

1t is a trqgio h~r~ey which tqints th• thinking of 

many Church~n today, b~ th~y ~riPst, R~lig1ous , or 

Layman. Th~ro 1s a tend~ncy on th~ nart of eo~ 

clPrgy to r~gard thomsolvos "1B constituting "T.hP Church", 

1d~ntify1n~ th~ n~rt, ~l~it ~ useful ~nd Ps~•nti~l 

n~rt, with th~ wholo. This attitudo 1s oncoura~od by 

thfa lsym9.n when h~ r"'fore to so~on,e. who is •ntPring 

th~& s~cro1 m1n1,Atry as ,,Going into thl\ Church", or 

wh~n h,a compl131ns "ihy do•sn't th• Church do som,.thing 

:a.'bout th,.. slums?11 (or drink, or war, or wh~tAver his 

narticul~r hobby~horeA h~~n•ns to b~}. In tho 

RAlig ious Lif•, this attitudo 1e annar•nt 1n som~ 

writin3e • ":ln1 w.horov~Sr tht!> queat for tho 'innPr ring' 

annPars, th"' sooker finds th~t he is nPo11ng an onion, 

for always thoro is an inner lqyor ~waiting him. HA 

ie n~v•r eocurely 'on tho 1neid~' or 'on• of thP n~onlA 

really in the know'. Tho nroa,..eP. 1A n•vPr ending . 

·~h•n the 'inn•r rint; ' outlook affects Religious, one 

finds Fri~re vaunting th•maolvee ~bovo monks, and d1a­

agr••ing ~mong thcm~•lvce, Dom1n1cqn~ v•raus Fr~nc1e ­

c~ns. Contemnlatlvee r~gard thome~lv•A QS ~un~rior to 

Aotivo ordors, whilo th~ 'mixed' lifo claims to be 

b~ttfar that qny oth•r. All unit~ 1n r~g~rding th~m­

eelv~e as eun~r1or to tho m~r~ l~ym~n. 

on~ or th~ ~1n c~us~e of thie A~ns~ or ~uu~r1or1ty 

to th~ laity 1e an ov~r-I"Xo9.ltation of th.o virtu~ of 

Chastity. ~Chastity, that 1e, as th~ R~l1g1oue us~s 

thA t~rm, ~.q.riing by 1t a vow of n~r,.,~tual virginity.) 

WA find it 1n numoroua T.otrltPrA' from St 'P!3Ul down to 

th~ nrPe~nt d~y. BPfor~ giving the ex~mplPs of this 

h.1sh nra1s, of Chast 1 ty, wh loh oft~n a n-oPals :lirPctly 

to thP nrid~ of tho~~ ur~d to adont th~ r~l1g1oue 

11f•, or to ma1nt~1n 1te nur1ty, W~" muPt try to ~xtr1-

cat~ ouraolVAB from th, th~olog1cal nroolPm imnl1od 1n 
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th~ on•n1ng a•nt~ac~ of this n~r~graob , b•o~us~ in 

m•nt1on1ng the n~~ of ~aul , w• hav• bown th~t th~r~ 

is b1bl1c~l foundation for th1~ ~x1lt•d v1•w of 

Cb at1ty, 11.nd if wn r,..j•ct b1bl1c~l ~vld~no•, then w~ 

m,y w•ll be asked ''By wh1.t norm do you jud0n thj!t 

R•l1g1oue Liff!t ?n 

s t ~qul h~~ B numbar or thin~ to e1.y nbout th~ 

tiJqr-r1•d q,nd unmqrri,.d stA.tc. 11!t 1 b-ttor not to 

mqrry" ••rt 1s ~tt~r to m11rry th~n to burn" 11 Good if 

th•y bidP ~v.,n ae I" ''Th~ unm9.rr1~~td wom-:tn think•th 

on tb,_ things of th• Lord, ho,t~ t=~hjft m~=ty nlj!t'ls• God. But 

sh• th~t is mArr1ftd think~th on the tb1n~ of th~ 

worl d • how shP m."l y -plP 3S~~'- h~r huaband . :t ( It) But l'aul 

admlta that th.,s• ar• r~Dally nr1vatP onlnions , wnnn 

h• enys 11But I ~n•ak this by n'!'rm11!s1on 'Uld not com­

man1m•nt, for I would thAt all . m•n w•r~ •v•n a~ I my­

r•lf, but -v~ry mrm hae his orou~r .&itt of God, on" 

!lt't•r this mann/!'lr, 'ind ~:mother aft""r that 11
• So thQt 

•v"'n alth~u~ th~y ~r~ in tho Bibl~. th~y arA not to 

~ aoc~nt~d ~s author1tativa nronouno~m•nte, but what 

th~y w~r~ 1nt~nd~d for , an ~xpr•ss1on of on1n1on. 

Thj!lt o,.,in1on or Paul on i1flrri.qe.~ and c librl.oy muet 

b~ a~t in th• oont~xt of nn AX,.,aet~t1on or ~n 1mm1nant 

Paroue1a . Mb~t echol~rA nr• ~gr~·d thqt ~ ul'A 

-.schatology d•VP.lon•d 1n hie l~tt-rA , and that th• 

f1rat. e mphasis or an ~R.rly r~turn of our Lord wqe 

r~nlqo,.d by an ·~hasie of H1e nr~a•no~ within th~ 

Cburoh, ''q•al1s,.d tli'SOh.;ttology" ns 1t 1 ottll•d . This 

d1~ not of eours~ obl1t•rntA from Paul's t~~oh1ni 1 R.e 

it doAs not obl1t~rqtA from Chr1Pti~ dootrin~, thA 

b•l1•t 1n a ConPummqt1on or all thin~ , but P~ul did 

s top thinking about thA tim~ ~1n~ ~hort - 8nd r•fue~d 

to nt1o1nnt,. 
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et~nd how Christi~na r~lt th~t th~rA was no tiDP tor 

mArri~gA, ~nd th~t th~ urgpncy of nr~~ching th• Gosn~l 

~nd nrA~ar1ng for thP coming of Christ madP euoh thinge 

much of thA world, b~~~>cque~ Christ hime~lf had told 

g iving in mRrr1~g~. 

If Wflll ~.llow for ~ d~voeolonmPnt in St ~a.ul' e 

thPology, th~n th~ ~~ietl~ to th~ Fnheeians ehowe ue 

~ chang~ of ~tt1tud~. Althou gh eomP eoholara dony that 

this 1s ~ 0 f!l>nuinP 'Pa.ul1no PnietlP, moat agrPP. that it 

an 11nalogy ~tw~~~>Pn tho rPlat1onshin of ~ m::tn to his 

w1fP , ~nd th~ r~l~tionehin of Christ to th~ Church. 

Thf!l> onistl~ to thP tr.nheet~ns wae writt~n ~t l~~~>~st six 

ypars lator th~n th~~~> wr1tin~ of Paul to thP Corinthians, 

and I b-l1PVf!l> th~t th~ Rnt1-fom1nin~ attitudP of which 

m~ny AOCURP ~t ~Aul ie not ~n unwqrr~nt~d judg~nt, 

but tnat ae his mind mqturPd, eo his ~ttitud~ changf!l>d -

how AlSf!l> could h'-' e~y 11Huebanda, lOVfl' your wiv~A, PV~n 

as Christ AlAo lovod tho 0hu~ch, ~nd gaVP himsolf tor 

it ''. {s) 

Although Our Lord h1~olf wqa not mArriPd, th~ 

mqrriAgo ~Prv1cP monttons thA f qct of Christ's nroe~nce 

At thP WPdd1ng in c~nR of Gql1l 0 P ~8 a e qnct1fic~t1on 

of tho ~tAtP of m~trimony. ( b) Th~ fact thqt our Lord 

thP.rP. turnPd the. w-- tor into winA IDPans ~ t lP~st th1e, 

(although WP mqy find d~PnPr mPaning~ qg WAll to this 

e qmp mirqclo) th~t Christ ~nnroVAd of the wPdding , and 

mR.dP winP, Po thll t t hA comn,ny could mqk-"\ m--rry ~nd rP -

jo1oe in th~ faot tha t a, youn g counlP h':Jd nl1snt.ad 

t nP1r troth to A~Ch othnr. 
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highP.r etnto than that of tha vo,'iod Rol1g1ous • b~CRUe~ 

matrimony is a sa.cram•nt, whoroaa tho taking of the 

thr~~fold vow 1s not.) 

Th-. •xalt~tion of virginity nnd tho vow of 

~haet1ty 1e ~x~mol1f1od in tho writings of aomo of th• 

Church' e groa.tcet saint~ throu e;hout th~ 4!lf)f!!>S, ::tnd ·~~~ 

do n0t nro.,oa~=~ to give ~-n ~Xh8uet1vP 11~t of rPfPrP.DCAB. 

It will b~ euffio1•nt to quat~ r~nroe~ntt~tivo st~to­

m•ntA on th~ etatP of chastity by r~cognis~d authori­

ti~s in diffor~nt agos of thP Church's lifo. 

HPr~ is a ~uotation from writings attribut,:ad to 

Ot Athan~-s ius, who contributed so much to tho uonulari­

e~tion and d~v•lonm,:ant of mon~sticlsm in tho w~et by 

his '*Lift!' of St Anthony''; 

"How gr•at th~ b11se th~t Holy Virginity ~njoys 

in hPaV•n, wo 1~~rn not only from th~ witnoBs of th~ 

ecrinturPR, but also from th• custom of tho Church, 

for w,:a ~r,:a taught th~t thor~ is ~ distinotiv~ ~rit in 

that which h~~ th• nriv1l•g• of a snoci~l cons•cr~tion. 

For Rlthough th• whol~ body of th~ fqithful rAc•iv,:as 

e tmil~r gifts of 0racfl .t~nd all glory in thP bl.ossinge 

of th• s~mfl Sqcra~nte, Virgins hqv~ som~thing of th•1r 

own b~yond all oth•rs, for th~y ~.r/'!!1 chos~n out of thP. 

holy and snotloQe flock of thft Church ~A b~ing holo­

C'luste of morl!!> outsta.nd1ng hol1rio~s 9nd -ourlty, e 1ng1Pd 

out by th~ Holy Snirit on account of thA d1snos1t1ons 

of th~ir will, and off~r,:ad un on th~ Rlt 8r of God by 

th~ ~r•lRt~ hime~lf. Holy Virginity th~n noos~~s-s 

all th~t oth~rs havA and eomPthine also tha t oth~rs 

havA not. It obt~ina both common 'lnd snPc 1~ l sr~.CA and 

r~Joic~A, ~P I h~v~ alr,.qdy s~1d, in th~ nri~il~ ~~ of 

a s~oc1~1 consAcrntion. Th~!!> authority of thP Church 

'=~llows us to ca ll Virgins tho BridAs of Christ". <1> 
To th~ eubj~ct of nuns bPing rof~rrod t o ~s th~ 

11Br1d~s of Chr t et" WP will r~turn f.lt th~ ~nd of' th"'Bfl! 
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Quotations. 

St ,Jerome, a controvc.rs 1al figurj!!l in Churoh 

history, write~ :-

" fh~n Jepup w~s crown~d with thorns ~nd bor~ our sins 

and euff~red for our a~k~e, it was to mak~ th~ roaoe 

o~ virginity qnd tho lil1ns of chastity grow un out of 

thf"'\ brambl~s t=~nd br1~ra ·t~hich h~v~ form~d th~ lot of 

womAn sine~ it WA.e s~id to thom 'In sorrow ehalt thou 

bring forth oh1ldr~n; ~nd thou ~halt ~ und~r thy hue­

band's nowor, A.nd ho sha.ll have dominion over th~P' 

( (}.an iii :16)". (g ) 

St Augustine of H1nno, th~ gre~t doctor of th~ 

Church, whos~ sins of th.~ fl~sh in n1s youth IDR.Y haVfll 

l~d him to oXRlt virginity to euch a high d~gr~o, in 

writing to th~ mothor of ~ girl r~o~ntly booo~ a nun, 

B"YB "This child of your hoUP~=' ht.~e ohoeon th,. br=stt•r 

n:lrt in drawing down a blessing on your nobl• fRmily 

by knowing nou ght of tho mqrr1q so bond r~thor than by 

inor~ae1ng it~ numbPr by bringing forth ohildr~n, pr~­

fesrr1n g whilst et111 in thes flesh to add still morP to 

thA boat of hum~n mortal~. Hore ie th• riohor and morfll 

fruitful state of bl1ae". ( , ) 

~VPn St Ambrose of M11"\n en~~ks ~rhaue too 

highly of th~ v1rtuA of virginity 11 1ho th,..n c:tn dAny 

that this m~nn,.,r of lifes h.qe its sourc~ 1n Hof:l.von .... 
11 0hr1et 1s tho bridegroom of th~ virgin •••• " y~t 

AmbroaP 1e morP b~lfmc..,.d, boc ~mBPI hP ad de "I am far 

from b•l1ttl1ng mqrri~ g~, but at tho mo~nt I am dls ­

oues1n0 thto boon of vir~1n1ty"; yet it doPe s~-.m that 

h~ rAg~rdA virginity as a 'high~~'r nq,tn' whon ho a~ye 

''I m'1.1nta1n, thPrl'!\forn, th"t I do not dnory WPdlook, 

I am eimnly nnufl)Dr~ting th"" rewar.:!R of cono.-.oratod 

virginity. For virginity 

it not brought forth into 

e 
oould havP no Px1st~no~ w•r~ 

oxletfno~'~. I am comna.rins 

It 
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good th1nse with good th1n88 thnt tn~ mor~ exc~llAnt 

may ehinA forth morP clo~rly '' . ( 10 ) 

In lR.tPr qg"a oth~>r writers nun-.ort this viP1oi of 

virginity. St · Bern:1rd of Cl.!l1rvaux e1 ys " ••• . th.st 

nl~c,. anpo1ntAd 8nd s•t anart by thA nr~rogativ,. of 

virginity which will eur,.ly b~ yours ~mid thP sons and 

d aught~rs of thP Kin0dom". ( rl ) This 1e of cours~ 

tru~ - virginity h~e a glory of its own, but it m~y b~ 

an 1nd1cRtion of ~n ov~>r-,.mnhasts . s t Alphoneus is 

anoth~>r writAr who r AfPra to nunP ~R thP bridAe of 

Christ: nB~hold, J•~ us y-::>ur b,.lov~> 1 ~to~~~te b,.forA you 

and c~.lls unon you, Hie brid,., to follow". ( ll- ) 

John M~eon NPa l~>, who f oundPd th~> Soci~ty of 

St M~rga.r,.t in 1855, ono of th~> Aa.r l i ,.st An glican 

Commun1t1~s, r~>v~>~le i n his wr1tingn this s~mc VP.n~>r~­

tion of ChRstity. "You know th~t in th'-' courts of 

th~ Lord th,.rA ie a nl~c• ~nd a n.!lm~> ~tt~>r th~n of 

eone and d~ughtcre a you know of th,. crown nromia~>d to 

ch!Otstity, (-l.S comn~r,.d with P>a.rthly lovt=-" . { I~ ) H.., 

clA~riy r~gards thP RPligioue RS trPad1ng a high~>r 

nath~ ''001Vf!lt m,. also enrine;e of wat-=-r' 1 soJDA of you 

1n on~ way, somo in anoth~>r, you ~,.r,. led on to wish 

f or th~> mor~> bPPutiful nortion, th~> mor~ glorious lot, 

f or thP nP.~•r and d~ar,.r plao~. 'o glorious lily of 

chastity' oriPe s t BonRv~>~r~, ' o Fair na lm of 

ob~diPnc,., 0 lowly v1ol~>t of nov,orty, how many Rnd many 

a eaint hRVA ya form~d! How m~ ny a t1mP h~VA y~ won 

A p~eaasc to th~ hundr~>d and f orty and four thousandt 

·fPll di d Hiram of Tyr,.., full of th~ Holy Ghost, nl::l CA 

th~ wroqth of lily wor k about bqsP , ~nd Ah~ ft, 1nd 

o"lnita.l , in t ho nilV:tra of thP Lord'R houeP! ThPrfll 

th•y now ontPr, thPr~ thPY now a t~nd - v1r~1n followers 

of th~> Virgin LRmb'. ThiA 1e wh~t you ask : th~t your 

Lord muet e,iv10 you" ( 1'\- ); ~nd lPt~>r hP says 



nTh~y (thoeP of th~ world) o:.:~nnot obta in to that 

gard~n, r~s~rv~d only for thP Pl•ct eoulA, thPm whom 

a~ h~s mor~ PSn•oi~lly sought out; who by th~ novArty 

which hP bor~, the obPd1PncP which H~ pr~ otisPd , ~nd 

thP Chastity Wh ich hP lOVPE' 1 r0A01V~ to •ntPr in"• ( ts- ) 

St TPrPs~ of Lieicux, who d1Pd 1n living mpmory, 

~nd WhOSP. writings h~VP b~Pn Of grP~t bP.n•fit to IDA, 

is al so shadowPd by thP 1d~~ th~t th• R~l1s1oua L1fP 

1e a highPr wqy. Sh• comn~roe th~ RAli g ious et~te 

with th~ etatP of Mqry, qnd th~ socul~r with that of 

Martha : " :1• a.rjl!l nAither lazy idlPrs nor sp,.ndthrifte; 

our divino MastPr took unon HimeAlf th• d~fPnCP of 

our c~ue~. You roc~ ll thP SOPn•? how He w~s so~t·d 

at tabl~ with L~ zarue and his d1ac1nl~e whilP Martha 

w~s BArv1ng . AA for M~ry, h•r whol~ att~ntton was eo 

cono~ntrqtod on g1v1ng nlo~aur~ t o hPr BPlOVP.d , th~t 

th.~ thou~t of f ood nPver Pnterod her h~a.ll". { t~ ) 

M~k1ng Mary of BAth~ny a tync of Nun 1e rP-ally an un­

w~.rrantcd conclusion. M'lrth!:l , ~s r~r a.e .... lA know, was 

~leo an un~~rri~d wom~n. Dor othy s~y~rs brin2~ out 

what I bAl iAVP to bP the truP intor~r•tation of this 

story in hPr -play 11 Man born to bJI!I K1net . Mt3rtha hnd 

a llowP.d thP carPs of th~ world t o crowd out of h•r mind 

th~ a~e1r~ for t ninge h~av•nly. Sh~ was trying t o fill 

h•r lifP with tho ''busy-n~As" of 11ttl~ thin~s . ?>fqry 

had choe~n th~ bAtt~r n~rt, sitting at th~ rJI!'Qt of th~ 

l·met,:or who Ol!lm- from Ho~w~n. 'ihil• Mt:trth~ was 'doing ' 

~ary w~e 'b~ing ' ~nd 1t is mor~ ironortant to 'bP' than 

to 'do'. ( ~ ) But thA SACulnr 1e not of n~o,:ose1ty 

orushPd by thP burdPn of worldly thin~e , and hie nra,yfll! r 

should b.e "TPttch met my God ~md Kin~ , in a ll th1nge ThPe 

to s~,.., ~nd Wh!:l t I do 1n ~nything to do 1t 'lS for thPflt 1
' . 

( ,, ) 
In tho NPW TP.stn~nt, onP of th~ chi~f and most 

illuminative t1tl~s of tho Church 1s thP "BridA of 
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Chr1stn ~nd it must bP nartlally insnir~d by HosPa• 

who saw Iera~l RS thP BrldP of YahwAh. As mAmbPrs of 

th~ Church, we eh~r~ in thP BridRl na turP of th~ Church, 

and it is quitP right and fitting that Religious 

wr1t8rs should wr1tP, and th~t WP should think, of 

th.P eoul 11.s thA brid~ of Christ, .,.,rov1d1ng TriP r,e,~mbPr 

that 1t ls ~s mombAre of thP Body of Christ, thP Br1d~ 

of Christ, thn Church, that our souls arA madP. Br1d~s. 

and that this a.t:rnl1oe n·1ually to mPn and wo~n, so that 

1t 1A right thR.t wo should all e ing "J•eue, my ShP.nhfllrd, 

Hue band, Fr1Pnd, my t'rophPt, Pr1Pst ·'lnd King , My Lord 

my Lifo, my ''lay, Afy Jnd, accent thP. pra1sA I bring.(•, ) 

c.s. LPW1e thinks that in thP h1nrarchy or or~a­

t1on; thP lownr 1e a lways fAm1n1n~ in rPlat1on to the 

h1gh•r, and that maln and r~m~.l~ as ·w,. know th,m 1n 

man ar~ but a shadow ~nd symbol of thD trup maeoulin~ 

and th~ truly f~minin~ (at l•ae t WP must sun~ort 

Dr L•wi s 1n adm1tt1n8 th~t biologlc~lly, and nrobably 

nsyohologically, WAarA ~ 11 mixturPe). Thus, 1n rA­

l at1on to tho CrAator, all cr~atod thingS and npreone 

a.rf!:' ft.aminin~D. (~o ) But th, a iRte:~rhoode hav~ arrogatP.d 

to th~ ms~lveA tho t1tl~ Brtdea of Christ 1n an ~xolueivP 

s~ne¢' , Rnd this is wron~, a.nd d~ms~roua • for it can 

l~ad to An1r1tual nrtdP. All Nuns ar~ BridPS of Christ, 

jus t a.e you or I arP BridPS of Christ, and we- can e~~ 

1n tho be-autiful imagory and no~try of many of thA 

mystioe much thRt 1s s~tritually ~d1fy1ng, Anriching 

our minds, and s timulatin3 us to a ~oator ho~ and ~x­

pActation of Hoav~n, whorA WP will b4 at on~ with Christ. 

But 1f noetry and imqgory b~comAB har dPn•d into thAO­

log1oal nr1no1nl,e,, whor~by tho titlo Bri dA of Christ 

i s an~li~d ~xclus1vnly to a Nun, thAn 1t b¢'oo~a a 

h 0 r"'BY • 

The balie:~f thnt thorA is a t wo-fold s tandard of 
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~rf~ot1on within th~ Church 1e h~r~t1cal, ~v~n though 

it has b~en b~li~v~d by many illust1oUA wr1tP-re 1 foP 

w~ ar~ all cnll~d to bft n~rfftct. H~r~rt B. forkman, 

1n hi~ greoEtt book "ThA ~olut1on of tba MonaAtic IdAs.l" 

an~rov~s thie doubl~ standard. " Mon~etic1em h~s always 

nnabl~d hPr (thP Rom~n Church) to maintain tb~ norm 

in thP Churoh 1 tst!~lf conv~ni,.ntly lo·~ - 'lt~n us~ thP tt~trm 

· . .,ithout any d 1sr"~p~ct - so as to suit thA many, wh11~ 

y~t nrov1d1ng for thos~ ~lPct spirits who wPr~ m1ndP-d 

to rA~ch a hi ght!tr stflnda.rd" ( .1\ ). ftb Quot,s Ambros~ 
11

\'lh.Pl"ta h~ stat~s that nrov1s ion 1~ mR.d~ 1n thtD Church 

both 11 for the!~ soaring of thP P$\.:...:.lr--s 11 qnd for "the 

fluttnr1ns of thl'!> nnarrowe" and Oaa~ian, who says to 

monks 11 COnft1d~r that you b~long to thn ff!'!W and -.l~et11 • 

( l.'l. ) 

. ThP bol1Af that virginity is a hi jh~r way than 

th~t of matrimony has found its \'lay into tht' liturgy 

of th• Roman Church, and th1R is most unfortunat,., 

bPoaus, a 11turg1cA.l PXnr~se1on of bn11f':lf tf'nds to con­

firm ita orthodoxy 1n th~ minds of th~ faithrul. and 

to fix b•li~f 1n a c~rt~in d1r~otion mor~ than tb~o­

log1eP.l works do, aP. booka of thftology arP usually only 

r~ad by echola.rs, llnd vogutOe and ~'>mnhqeps in th~olog1cal 

wr1t1n @B vary from a~P to a~~, wh~r~aa what 1E in th~ 

mass is far l~ss fluid, and mor~ fix~d and d~fin1t1v~. 

ThP ~r~facP in th~ Mass of th~ Cone~orat1on of a 

Virgin is a.A follot.,e " '71thout d1m1n1sh1n e in any dfltgr~~ 

th~ honour whPr~with Thou hast clothqd th- marriage 

etat~, nay rath~r, confirm1ns thP bl~es1ng conr~rr~d 

unon th• holy un1 ,n ofmatrimony, Thou hAst n~vPrthtOl~ss 

b~~n nV•a.sPd to cr~.q,tn eoula of loftior sort , who have 

110 df:ts ire- for thA human marr1nt:l'-bond, y-=-t oovot th~ 

subl1m• myst~ry 1t r~nr~ePnts, ~nd wh11Bt dool1n1ng 

to ~mul~tP o~rthly nunt1~ls, lov~ thqt of which th~ aot 

1s but a symbol". (2.-l ) Althou tn1e ie :} morP balano.-d 
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st~t~mPnt than somo, y~t in rPf~rr1ng to vowPd ·virgins 

as 'souls of loftior sort' 1t 1mnl1~s that therP. 1s a 

' H1gh. roA.d' a.nd a. 'low ro~d' to thjlll gs:!t~s of hAaVfll!n . 

ThP dPsirP to wa lk along a h1eh~r w~y lod to thfll 

gnostic and montr:tnist hPN•s 1,oe of thA , Rrly Church, 

and w• find tho s g~ tyn~ of hor,osy occurring among 

th• 11 So1ritualo 11 or 11 ZI!Il~torPS 11 or 11 "'rR.t1c,.,ll1'' - thfl} 

411Xt.r~m1sts who IQO~r0Pd among th~'~ Frranoiso1.ns soon 

after thP doath of St Fr ancis. ThPy dPs irAd to kP~n 

thP vow of novorty with •xtr~mP. r1gour, and thie l~d 

to nrid~ which lPd to h~rosy. GPrPrd of Borgo San 

Donn1no wrotn a book j!!)nt ltlod ''Introduction to thfll 

fiiiV~-"rlttst1ng GosnPln in which suoct:as1v~ statoe of the 

Church WPt"P t~ught, ~nd this idoq w~s ~xnand~d by a 

lPad~r of th~ Fr~tio•lli, ~~tPr John of Ol1v1, in 

his "Poetille on th~ Apoca.lyneA''. HA t nught th~t an .. ag, of thfll! Holy Ghost w~s going to euDPr~PdP Chris-

tianity, thnt th,orc wcrP sovPn qgcs of thP Church, thfll! 

e1xth having bl!li!!>n ont:~-nod bv St Fr~ne1e, a.nd th~.t tho 

e ~v~nth would ooincid• with th~ third sta te of th~ 

Church. In mod~rn tim~a w~ hav• th~ ~uak•re, whoe~ 

sol~ authority 1s tbA 'inn~r light'. All th~fA hPr-.e1~e 
snrin~ bae1c~.lly from nrij~, thl!"' dbsl.r~ to ~ in 11n 

1nnP. r rlng, and from a f~lSP en1rituality which d•n1es 

th~ body, and h~e miAsPd thP. imnl1cations of thfll! o~ntral 

fact of thP Ino~rn~tion. 

In th• tal~ of ~n~ of tho •qrly a~~~rt fath~rs 

w~ find th~ corr•otiv~ to this attitudP ~f sun•r1or1ty. 

( ~w ) Pa nhnutiua, aft~r loRding a 11fP of holin•se, 

aek~d God to r~v-~1 to him hie Ata tP of grace, and an 

AngA l ti'f.I S Bl!lnt to him, ~nd told him thAt he\ w.9 e l!l;)uR.l 

to a CPI'tain ma.n who c arnPa his daily brP.a d by e ing1ng 

to th• villagPre 1n th• nlao• wboro hA l1v~d . ?~nhnut1us 

sought th~ mqn, ~nd 4u•etion•d him cloe~ly, and found 

that h~ h::t d boon a robbor. AftPr much l U• At1on1ng , 
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tha only good d~Pds th~ m~n could r~m~mb~r w~r~ that 

h~ h~d r•sou~d a ~1rg1n cone~oratPd to God from th~ 

lust of h1A r~llow ~obb~re, and brought h~r back to 

hAr dwelling nlac~ unharmPd, and that hP had giv~n a 

woman found W6nd~rlng in th~ dPaort euffici•nt mon~y 

to fr~e h~r hueba.nd and t hr~f'!lo eons :rrom thtl!l thr~at of 

torturP and ala~~ry. L~tmr, ~anhnutiua again ~nquir~d 

of God oonclllrning hie stat~ of nl'l'rfeotion, and found 

that hP w~e ~qu~l to th~ h~adnmn of a villag~, who, 

whP-n h~ mPt him, told him th~t aft~r hie wifP had born~ 

him thrPP- ~one, th~y had livPd chast~ly tog,.th~r, ~nd 

that hP had n~v~~~~>r n~gloct"-"d to do a ktndnt'J)ss to th• 

strangPr, or thA noor, nor u~r~Prt~d justio~ ~s judg~ 

of thP v1lla~o, ~v~n whon it w~a hie own son brought 

to judgm~nt. HP h<'td atr1v~n !:ilways to bA a pPa.o~mak~~tr, 

and nPv~r to oaus• sadnPSS to anyon,.. th~ third tt~ 

Panhnut1ue AnQu1r~d. h~ w~s told that hP was ~qual to 

a m~rohant who at thP mom•nt w~s annroaohing his o~ll. 

This mi")!'Ch$Jnt g.gv~ ~11 hi,;~ g oods to th~ noor, qnd join~d 

?aohnutius in thl'!l dPs~rt, and bl!"for~ Pll3.phnut1.ls diAd, 

~~H~ m9.dA known to th•m a 11 thRt tn~ Lord hqd r'~v·~ l,.d 

to him, e:qying to thorn th::.J t no-onP 1n this world ought 

to b~ d~snie~d, lPt him b, a th1Pf of an ~ctor on th~ 

stag~. or onP that tills thA ground and was bound to ~ 

'llifli!S , or was a ~rohant R.nd sorv~d a tradP, for in 

PV~ry condition of hum~n 11f"' th~rp are souls that 

'9l~asP> God, nnd ha.Vtl!t th1!!'1r' hid~,n dP.~da whorP1n hA 

tak~e dP.l 1eht: #h~ncP it 1e plain that it is not so 

much nrof~se1on or habit th:qt is nl~ae1ng to God as 

th~ s1nc,r1ty and ~ffpotion of th~ soul and honoety or 
de~d • tt (l ) ) 

ThP R~ligious rPnouncPe th~ world, yPt tbat is 

what all do ~t th~ir b:qntlsm. ThP rPal dl~for~nc~ 1s 

not ~v~n th~t th, R~lig1ou~ ie cqlll")d to a sn,c1al and 

na.rt1oular ronunci~tton, ~0 '1 UAf!' w,. a.r, all told to 
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carry our erose, and our own individual cross is 

diff¢\r~Snt from all othor croesoe, 'lnd tht::~ nArt1cular 

cross w• c~rry now m~v not b~ tho eros~ w~ will b~ 

o~ll~d to carry lator in lifo, or tho cross of 

~arlior yoars. But th~ thro.e do fining che.r~ctoristics 

which aro common to tho renunci~t1on of all q~lig1oue, 

'POV~rty, Cht.J.et1 ty.~ ~md Obc.d1mnco, 1o•s nla.ot!!l thAm in a 

groun which is mor~ rP.coenieably e~t ~part than th~ 

ordinary layman, a.nd this groun wP- bt~>lifi!V~ has its own 

l'~rt1cular function to fulfil in tho 11ft:~ of th• Church. 

ThA N~w Tt~>~ta~nt w1tnc.asoa to tho fact thRt all mPn 

ar• not callod to thA s~ mo work in thP Church. The 

rich young ma.n was comma.ndod to s•ll all th11t he had, 

and follow Christ( t<o ), yl!'t :Z.=tcohous did not roc~1v~ 

a a1m1l~r oommnnd, (41 ) ThA f1~hormPn who woro call~d 

loft thl!'ir n~ts and followod Christ, (~\ ) but tho 

GadarAnA D•monia.c 'II"! A comm~ndod to · rPturn to hie u•opl..-. 

(l, ) ThorP aro rooogn1e~bl~ grouns othor thRn that of 

th• Roligious groun. Somo ~ro c~llod to m~rriagl!', 

othors ~ro not. SomA arP ca llod to e~rvp, God 1n thA 

'Pri,..sthood, clo~.rly all could not. In mod~rn aoc1Pty 

th~r~ ~.rP a vRrl,.ty of vocations, nrot"~ee ions i and 

m~r~ joba. Som,., lik~ doctors, nure~A, togch~rs , and 

social workPrs, hRVA on thPm thP. 1mnr1nt of hol!nose 

mor~> clearly thR.n do others. YAt th~ profflles1ons of 

lawyPr and accountant aro voc~t1ons a~mand1ng 1ntAgr1ty, 

a.nd th• A tr(.!tt!'tS'.fAAT)0 r ful fila a. nocosaarv function 1n 

tho community. 

But in ov,.ry 11fP thA r o is a mult1nl1o1ty of 

vocations. A stror.~Atew"""'nor m~.y 'llt:~o blllll a f atho=-r and 

a husband, and a s1d~aman in h1a nar1sh church. Also, 

Pach or hie fr1Andsh1na makPs a narticulqr dP.mand on 

h1m, and in oach hA hR ~ ~ Anooial vocation to fulfil. 

It 1A thie mult1nl1c1ty of voc~tions 1n A~Ch lifP. which 
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mak~s Pach un1quco, ~nd by thcom WP arP ~ing fittAd 

for thP un1qu.e- roJ.o God h~e T'llannPd for ue 1n H1a 

Kingdom, when ~11 th1ng.s Pr~ brought to ~rf~ot1on in 

J~nuA Chri~t our Lord. Th~ monk, thP ~ri~r ~nd th~ 

Nun ~~ch in hie en~oial and ~articul~r vocation has a 

divin~ comm1so1on to fulfil in th~ Church militant, 

'ff'lct1on ho or @h~ •iill Pnjoy 1n thr.:. f1hurch Trtumnhant. 

But monks, nuns 1and friars do not only YM.kco an in­

dividual contribution to th~ lifco of th~ Church. Lik~ 

th~ ministry, though ~v~ry ~ri~~t h~~ a pqrticular 

portion of God' a v1nPy~rd in whtch to lR.bo\ir • and a 

un1qu~ orr~r1ng to makP 1 y~t tho ministry qe a whol• 

ie a m1n1atry of th~ rord and Sacr~m-nte, with a olcoarly 

dof1n~d contr1but.1on to mako as t.t group m~ko thoir d1s­

t1net1VP otJntribut1on. lh.J:~ t thf"t contribution is, 

thP following chaptore of this book will invcoetig~t~. 

~~rhane w~ qrp l~bour1ng tho ~oint, for Paul, 

1n ,iorde w,.. ha,v.o ';l.lr~q:Jy Quotod, ~lr.sedy 11dmits that 

virgin ity is n':lt rl!:"qlly a h1zh.er w~ys t;Jhen h~ says 

"but ~v,ry man has his pro"C,.r 3ift of God, on~ aft~r 

thie mqnn""r ~nd .anoth""r 1ft.,r th!!tt"{I Cor 7• 6 & 7) 

and hA 1~ mor~ oxnl1 o 1 t 1n th• t~··o 1 fth CharytAr of 

first Corinthilns , in which h~ nxpounde some of thP 

1mol1cat1ons of tho Church ~a tho Body of Christ. 'ie 

ar~ all m~mh-rs. ~qul do•e not f~ll into th~ dangPr 

of e~y1ng thqt tvo ar!!'\ a 11 oqua.l. H~ ,s~ye WP Pr~ ~aoh 

uniqu.o, ~.nd noc~P.~'~ !'.'lrily Ao ,, If th~ 1iholo body w--r~ an 

t:!>yr.> whor"' w,..r~ t.1o h""~rinet {ve 17) a.nd hn 1.,.,111 not 

allow an 1nA·~ua11ty of honour or of s tatue "Nay much 

r~.thc:-r t thOB"' mombore of tho body Which eo,.m to bco 

moro fo~blo ar~ n~co~p~ry, Rnd thoAo n~rts of tho body 

which w~ think t o bo loss honourRbl.e, unon th6B~ w• 

b~etow moro abund~nt honour". ( 30') 
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··1;::. must not V~"il from our thinking ~ cla~r 

recognition Of th~ elory Which b~longs to thOSP '<'lhO 

h~vo t~kon qn1 f?.ithfully k~nt th~ thr~~fold vow. Th~ 

~~rticul~r tyuo of ~hastity, ~ovnrty and Obe~d1~naP 

a~mandr>d of thf.ll H.Pligioue will have:\ its own n~cul1a.r 
....... 

qnd untqu4 gloty in hPa.von ( th~r~ 1s a t .v n~ of Qhast1 ty, 

.Pov~X"ty :-:md Q.bf)d1~ncP doma.nCIPd in ('>.v~ry Christi~n lifP). 

But ~i~ muAt guar:l C9.r.tt>fully the. honour -"nj g lo.Py that 

b~lo~6S to othor snhPrPs within the Chr1st1~n Ohurch 

and Clhr1st19.n 11:r~. It 1~ th~ W<:!11 g hing .,nd balancing. 

must eras~ fro~ our th~olo~1cal t~ought, for it leads 

to :iiscont,.nt .,nd Pnvy, ~n1 al~ o is he~.x·~~ y. The 'Prayfl!r 

of th~ Ohurch in t~o South Africsn book of Common 

1n all his s !l.. ints uP:nd chir.>fly 1n thlll Blr.-~a.,d r11rgin 

f·19.ry" • ( ~\ ) Our Lor·j no int"d to ~Jhll t th.a t glory is -

not iu her v1rog:tnity, not ~v..sn th•.t Sh~' T-IRS th'!\ Mother 

of God incarnat.o, but th'1.t Sh"' 11qt'I'U'd th,.. wol'd of God 

s nd k~nt 1t11 ( ~l. ) ~.nd, if '!tJ"' m'lko tho on"" comm~.nd ShP. 

t;'lV<'.I \'Jhioh 1s .t'IIIICOr'd""1 in th~ E.;OSn""lS t of g>!:lln,..,r~l and 

not nttrt1cul~r 9.""'nl ic~tlont sh"" summon~ us t~ sh'J.r~ in 

h4r .,:slor>y, for sh~ s~yrn "!ha.tnolllv~r H~ aaith unto you, 

do it". ( 13 ) It l s tru~ th'lt 1n has.V""n thPr''"' may bP. 
--r~~.h-o 

gr'"' t\t on<'~'>s. and 11ttlo on-s, our L:<\dy 1~ c ~ ll"'d th" 
/-.. 

Qu4~n of ~1"\~v~n. ( 3~) Thill Auoetl~s Wbro t~ld that they 

would sit ·:m thron"'n, jud 3ing th~ t't~lv"" tr1ir>,.,s of 

Isrn~l, but tb~ littlo onos of ho~von will rojoiCP 1n 

t h~'> ir own 11 t tl'"'n"'s ~, ,., nd 1n thP gr ,...·,tn~as of tho· tSr~at 

on~a • ,,..,hil, both 0r.., at •"?, nd 11ttl,.., '.!Til l b,., fi l lod full 

t"tith tp.n pnrfPctio:n ~nd lovo of Jod, ::lnd un1to in 

s a.yin.3 , "Not unto ue , 0 Lor-:3, not unto us, but unto 

Thy n ·1 m-. e 1v,., t h..-. nr n isati.( ~S" ) , ,.. conoludo this 

sAotion by r~nont1ng t'lh1t Wt' wrotl':'l !lt th~" bl\'l g1nn1ng , 
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that HP. that is graatPet ·in th.c> Kingdom of HAavon ie 

tho s~rvant of all. Our Lady sin~ m2gnificat , but 

shP does not m~p:nify horse-lf, but thP Lord. Tho 

~~11gious Lifo must not claim a hi3hAr privil.ogp than 

othor>s, but find a.nd cons t:1ntly s~~k its truP grA'ltnPBB 

in th.o sorv1c.o of th"' ·1hol~ Church, tha. Body of Christ, 
()_J-

of which it is o2.ll.od to ~ a. living t_ vibr.llnt part. 

2. DP.tachm.ont and Friondghio 

If t hia s~otion of thie ch~~tor s~~ms unduly 

long to thP r~ad~r, I m~k~ no anology, for in it I 

hav~ triod to etat~ thP solution to a problAm, which, 
f~ 

as I havo ind1catod in tho pr~faco,~~XPrc iePd my mind 

for yo8rs. It is vitally 1mnortant for tho Christian 

to bo abl~ to dietinguieh bPtwoon tru~ d.ot~chm.ont and 

felsP dPtr-~chm,..,nt, for rn1sun1Prst:lnding C-8.n lPt.l.d to 

()rP!3t unh-=1.pnin"'E'S ~;~.nd mispl .·l cod ,.ffor-t. ThP. fact that 

a mieundorstand ing of d.ot~ch~nt 1€ found in eomP of 

th~ gr~act~st Cl"?sr.ice on th"' Sniritua.l CJ.nd Aecotic 
,_ e., 

lifo 1s anothor r.oeson why WP should oxnminP. thP sub­

joct thorou ghly 1 t.l.nd bo SUro th '"' t WP ar~" W!O!.lking On 

fir-m ground. The oxa.molos of both fals P. d~t~ chmPnt 

family ti.os, and thP growth of truo fri~ndshins, will 

bP. mainly SPloct~d · from tho histor1As of thP .oarly 

dos.ort f a.thP.rs, wi th only briPf roforP.nc.os t o 1ts 

rocurrcnc~ in lator> ag.os. This is for two roasons. 

Firat, b°C8USP I am b~ s t acQuaint~d with this eoctlon 

of monastic hietory, and SPCondly, bocausP. I beli~ve 

that a lmost all tho s~ods of monasticism. th~ mis-

undP.rstand1n£s of its natur~, ~nd th~ corrPct1vP-s to 

th~so m1eundorstandings , arP to bP found in thP lives 

arid tPr.lch1n gs of thc-s~ r.n~n ~n~ womPn f r om whom th~ 

wholo of tho monastic movomPnt d~scon1s. ThP whol~ of 

thA monastic movPmt~mt cq,n lo~.rn much from dt.:.s.ort 
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sound ce>mmonsonsP And uonPtrR.t1ne insight which 

fre.:Jw=mtly chA.ra.ctPris os thoir uttPrancos and their 

liv~s. 

',l{e dO not nopd to diSCUSS at lenoth thP three­

fold vow of povorty, chf.istity, and obodiAnCP.. ';lp ha.ve 

Rlroa.dy dPalt with thP world's objActions to th~m. 

TogAth~<>r thPy form thP bl3.s1c ronunciation of tho rA­

ligious lifo, tho groundwe>rk of dPtachmont. There . 
have boAn m1sundorstandings of thA tru~ naturA of 

th~se vows, and n~rh~ns thA r~ad~r will be ablA to fit 

the exa mnlPS of f alsA dot3chmont rolatod bolow under 

tho hA adings of a misundorstanding of PovArty, or 

Chaetity1 or ObP.dionco. This I do not urouose to do. 

Falso Povorty mqy rone>uncq not only matorial possessions 

but sniri tu~.l gifts of God. Fa lsA Chastity em booome 

both ~roud and scrupulous, with a sordid attitude to 

sex, and Fa.lsr> ObP.dienco can rondr.>r obP.dionce to man 

which should only bP. rondorod to God, and in such a 

way as to dony tho basic commands of God. 

the norm of tho lifo of the oarly monks of the doeert, 

a.s thPy are of most CE'lrietian roligious communitioe 

today. Thoso aro tho ol~ m,:onts of' which rPnunciation 

is mado. Th0 SP. must go unyuPetionod and unP.xaminP.d. 

It is the othor mothods of dota chm=nt - f astinse and 

mortifications - that wo must examino. Of thoso 

mot ·ode, somo ~r~oro good, somr.o bad, ~.nd s omo soom to 

have incr '!'asPd tho tomptations wbich they a1m..,.d at 

conquering . 

In loading tho mora l lifP, tho max im "discrP.tion 

la the bett~r part of v alour" fro·-iuontly aunlios. The 

Aarly solitarios, in flPoing from thP cities, fled 

from the centres of vico, and sought to put thPmsolves 
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b~=>yond rea ch of divers kinds of tP.mptations, -parti­

cularly thos~=> of lust and avaricP.. It is a common-

placr> of mor~l th~=>ology tha t WP muPt avoid thP. occa­

s i ons of sin, and this, in a charact~ristically 

drastic and thorough ma.nnr>r, thP dPsPrt f athors sought 

t o do. 

Somo haVA a duty to r om::,. in in the city; that is 

th~ir voc ation; bu.t th~=>BP m,:.n rP.cc.ivnd a suP.cia.l call 

f rom God. If thoy h~d r,os~onsibiliti~s in th~=> citiPs 

or villag~s from whr-once thr->y ca.mo, thf!ir resuonsibility 

to God clParly had first nlac~=>, ~nd normally WP. road 

of th~=>m ful f illing thAir f amily resuons ibilitios 

adpqua tr->ly a s an initia l act of obr->diencP. to God. They 

did not return t o bury th,.ir fathor a nd so dola y re-
\ 

snons e t o God's ca ll. Tho fulfillmont of thP-ir duties 

to thPir f amilies is nart of their r~=> s nonso. Antony 

nrovidPd for his sist~r by ula c1ng her in a nunnory. 

Amoun o f Nitria , ( ~~ ) although ho pe r s uad Ad his wife 

to livP. with him in chastity, f ulfillod ~art of his 

marriage V0\'1 to h t::or by staying with hor as long as shP 

des irPd. How~=>vPr, not all showod this prudPnc~=>. 

J""romP P.Xa lts Paula , who abandonP.d he r son to h~=>athen-

dom, and WP..e ~:~ o nrod i gal with hPr monE- y ( 3'7 ) in doing 

good '\.vorks, t hat shP lPft h,.r dau ghters V9st dPbts whr->n 

s hr-> d i ,:.d. 

Man cannot r->ec qn~=> himar->lf, an d a l l too ofton the 

imllgina tions of thP monks WPr~=> still f illod ''lith th~ 

a t t r actions of tho city, and thoy spont hours in dPadly 

combla.t with dP. mons, who t e mptPd them t o thP wholo 

gamut of tho doadli,:.r sins, but P.~pocially found them 

vulnP.r ablP. to tho tPmptation o~ lus t, though thA tem­

nta tion f rpquPntly d i d not r osult i n s in. Fxpc::,rionce 

has t aught thf" Church thRt tPmptations t o luAt are 

best r~li~vod by compan1onshin. In th~1r strugglP- for 
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dPtachmont from th~ flosh, many monks mado th~ mistake 

of struggling on alon~, insto?.d of SPoking tho counsel 

a.nd compan1onshio of a friond. HP.ro thr->n is an error 

of mPthod, an error corroctod by tho community life 

begun by 'Pachomius A.nd consolidatod in tho N°St by 

St B~nedict. ( ~~ ) 

The mistakPn idoa that lust could bost be con-

qu~rod in lonlinoss, W::Is, in tho main, a mistake \'lhich 

only PXporioncP could roctify, yot we can soe in it a 

forms and mothods of dotachmont, to rogard tho Christ-

ian lifo as ono livod in rolationshin to God alonP. 

The Christian Church is a brothorhood, e ~·· ch of us is 

m~de a momber of Christ in our baptism, and wo aro 

mombers ono of anothor. God's grace and orosenco 1s 

med1atod to us through the S.!ilcr.qmpnts, at thl!'> hands of 

his nriosts, tho stowarde of tho mystorios of God~ and 

also through tho fPllowshi·p of tho Christian community, 

and the affoction, lovo1 and counsol of our Christian 

fr iende. ' !P find that many of tho desert fathers 

abandonod tho uso of th~ sacramonts, cut off from them-

solves all tios of natura l affoction, and sought to 

Pscape thP community 11fP, rogarding tho solitary lif~ 

as a highPr w~_y. SolitA,rinPsR was a mistttken method, 

which may have h!3 d its roots in a basic m1eundPrstanding 

of tho Christl~:~.n lifP, but wa.e morP nrobably simply a 

wrong exporim~nt . It is dlffpr~nt with tho rigorous 

mort 1f1cat ions oractieod by th~=~ monks. In thorn "TP SPe 

both a rnanichaPAn r-~.ttitude to tho body , and a comnot1-

t1ve attitude in trying to out- do oach othor which 
t~ ; ~ s ffWl 'l(_ 'If ; ~~\ he-; iA,... 
stomm~d fPem niido. 

"' 
But in f.airnPee it muat bo said that tho deeP.rt 

fathP.ra did not allow tho1r bodiPB to b~ idlP.. EvP.n 

though thPir attitudP to th~=~ body hRS morP in common 
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with th~ Buddhists than th~ Christians, th~y k~~t th~ir 

bodiPS busy. This th~y did by w~=>avlng baskPts. i/h~n 

th~y could not SPll thos~, thoy oftP.n unr~voll~d thoir 

w~=>aving, ~nd bPgan all ov~=>r again, occunylng thPir 

minds wi th or~yor and moditation whilP. thoir busy f1n­

g~rs pliod thPir craft. n., ) At 1""3.St th~ir bodily 

activiti~=>a w~rr:> usoful, although it \'las mor~ to aP.t 

thnir minds frr:>o . from thoir body th~t th""Y P-ngagcd in 

th~=>ir tasks. It W8B not that thP-ir bodiPB might hav~ 

a aharo in glorifying 1od, but that th~y might bP. kept 

in subjAction, in a n~utral activity, so that their 

souls and minds might bo s~t frr.-·o t o soar to thP 

thronP of God. 

An oxhaustivP. survr:>y of thP VR.rious oxcossoe of 

bodily mortification .ongag~d in by som~ of tho d~aort 

fa.tb~=>rs a.nd l a tor monks, would bP intP-rPsting only to 
~k{l 

tho morbidly curious. ll{o e..w-1-1d giVP soml!> tynical PX-

~ mnlos to illustratP tho mq,nicha.oan attitudP. which. th~y 
, 

hPld towards th~ir b~d1r:>s. Thoro 1s tho monk who sub-

aist.od on only fivo fi ~s a day, oth.ors \vho liv.od in 

swamps, thoir only drink b.oing muddy wat.or. ThP.r~ is 

tho tal.o of a monk who having killod a mosquito, in 

p.onitr:>nco imm.ors~=>d himsolf un to his nock in a swamp, 

so th.s t tho mosquitor:>s could f.oast on him. ( __ ) Anoth~r 

annlir:>d a burning coal t o his body, so that tho fir~ 

from it might qur:>nch tho f irr:> of l ust raging within 

him. 1A h8V~=> our arch-aecr:>tic in St. Symr:>on Stylitos, 

who sa.t on a pillar for yo.11rs • (40) Of many of th~=>s~ 

r:>arly m.,.n, it wqs said with admiration , th~t th~ VP-rm1n 

drouor:>d from thr:>m as th~y walkod. (4 1) Influ~nc~d as 

thPy WPro by thP corruotions of thr:> ~ublic baths of 

thP- c1tioe, thoy Wr:>nt to th• onnos1tP. PXtrom•, and r~-

gard•d washing aa a hnbit inculcqt •d by th• Dov11.· ThP. 
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in subjoction, only ko~t alivP by thP barP minimum of 

food bPcousP suicido was against thP. \v ill og God. The 

body was a nunishmPnt imoosPd on thll>m by God which 

·thP.y b.s.d to ondurr-:>, until HP cl10S"' to rr->loast:) thPm from 

1 ts bond a gr.:> • It is novr:>r r' 11> f3a rd..-d as tho tPmnl,:. of the 
' 

Holy Ghost , to bP hold in honour, and us•d in its full 

pow~rs for ~hP glory of C~d. 

On~ curious a.flnoct of thr:> dnsort f ath,:.rs' attitude 

to th~i.r bodi,:.e 1s thP1r antina.thy to laught~r and 

smiling. Of Antony, it is writt,:.n tha t hP novPr sm1lod 

or laugh~d, but rpm~inod in undisturbod noacP contin­

un.lly. (Jt.l..) This is a.n r.orronPous concont ion of thP 

'F'f-'aCP of God. Chr l ot, our 0X:!impl~ ·- WPnt OVPr J-.rusalAm 

a nd at tho gravA of Lazl.3 .. rue. ( '+~ ) HP d~s ir10d to ~at 

th~ passovAr with his d iscinlos with grPat doair,:.,(~* ) 

and suffpr,..d montally s.nd S'Oiri tug,l l y in tho Gardon at 

a lov..-1 which ,..,o c 'tnnot roach. (l.fS") :~!:!.ints, likA 

St Th~r~ao of Lisir:>ux, havP t old us t hat in all th~1r 

physica l and m"'nta l agony thoy w0ro ~t pPaCP. in th~ 

contrP of thPir livos . ( 4b) This ~o~c~ 1e an ~saont1al 

God -cAntrr:>dnr-> ss which c haract,:.ri?,os thr-> 11fP of God's 

gro !3.tPst Saints. YPt thoir intornRl joy can bubble 

forth 1n smilP.s and l ::J ughtP.r. (ttl ) P,...rha.na 1 t was 

bocaue~ thoro w::ts so much wrong laughtPr 1n thP world . 

Al!l.n Pat ,Jn, in h1 B bo~k ncry th~ Bol ovod Country" talks 

of this 1t~rong le.ughtPr, 111 1thout AXu l a ining 1t ~.t\)rt is 

not ClAarly ov il, but 1 t 1S nov or 1;1Q.Olly innOCAUt o 

}'-:>rh.gus it i s a l a ught,.,r that r1sos fro m a frivolous 

<1.nd PJnnty-ho .~dod a tti tudP t,., lifr--, and this tho monk 

condomnod, and so , likP thP anciont prophots, he cut 

hi~~olf from it comolo toly, and did not l augh at all.( 

TherA is also a strong AlP.mon.t r·or comoot1t1on 1n 

thP- ascot1c1sm nractiaod by somo of tho dPsPrt fath~rs. 

Macari us of Aloxa.ndr 1 ;:~ , going to tho monks of Tann1s 1, 

d id not d1scloeP who hA was , and P~ohomius told him h~ 

)\ 
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was too old to bP. an asePtic. How~vcr, M9c~r1us out-

did .all thcsP monks by standing and nraying and WPav1ng 

nalm-lPaVPB fo.r• thP whole of LP.nt, only t::~ating a f~w 

cabbagP lAav,s. ThP oth~r monks WPre so annoyAd at bPing 

bPat,on in th,oir own gA.mP , th~t th,oy caw~ to rachomius 

and d,oliv,or,od th-=- nPtulant ul timRt1im 111rither c5Pt rid 
5~Cl.. 

of hiru, or we w...i-J:-1 all lPav,o 11
• 1'ihen tht=> 1de-nt i ty of 

I-

the strang,r was r,v,.,alP.d to Pachomius, he- summone-d 

Macarius and t old him that he h~d Adificd tht=> br~thren 

suff'iciPntly , and that the-y would not so o~.sily be 

tomptt=>d to prid~ in thP.ir own achiPVP.IDPnts in fubure , 

and thPn bade him go . Y~t thoie is pridP in Macarius 

too, and ~sly humour in tho romarks of P~chomius. (~, ) 

In othPr writings ;JP find this nrid,o condPmnAd, and 

tales are told of monks , nuffPd up with thP-1r ov1n asePtic 

~owArs, falling sudd,only i nto fornication. For all 

that WP havP said about th~ nronh""tic and PXtrPmiat 

attitud,os of thP d~sort f~thors, tht::~ro is Plso to be 

found a groat dPal of sa .net if iod common.-se-neP, and a 

kindliness and gAntl~nPes which wo do not ox~ct from 

'!ith nridP oft~n 'N"P.nt a n""lqginn a.ttitudP. towards 

salvation, tha t a man could climb thP summits of h~ave-n 

ueing thP laddPr of his own good works. Of this tynP 

of monk "cPrtain old m,on said 'If thou SPost a young 

man ascending by his own will un to h-=-avon, ca.tch him 

by tho foot a.nd throw him c1m·m upon oarth , for it is 

not PXnPd :i.ont for him'". (~0 ) 

AsePtic discinlinP is not tht::> only virtu~ oommAndAd 

in the:> wr 1 tinge conc~rn1ng th~ de-Ae-rt fa.th~rs. Th~y 

\'/Pro vf>ry hosoita'blP, a nd oftPn rolaXPd the>ir own fast 

eo tha t the>ir guPste could Pat fre-=-ly, without ~mbaraes ­

mont. ( S1 ) OnP old m~m' W'hO Jo1nN1 tho fathPrB in the 

de>s~rt, wap too old to nr~ctiaP t ho ste:>rn d1sc1nlinP of 
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his compa.nions, and so hr.> B-o!='nt h:i.e timP, and th~ 

mon~y h~ had, in buyine m~dicin~s ~nd going round from 

cr->ll to cr->11, ministoring t~ th~"> W."ln.ts of th~ monks, 

8.nd P.spP.c i B.lly to thoe,:. who w_~rP ilL. ()2.) Yr->t hie 

story is r~cordt!'d, and stands out with its own "9r-lCUliar 

glory against tho bB.ckgr>oun.J of moro aus tPrt!'; but 

c,:.rtainly not h~li~r, live~. GrP~t ~umility is found 

among tt1r--m as wr.oll, and th~y oonfpse thPir faults on~ 

to anothPr, at timPS thr.o -=-l0.or to th'-' youngr->r, so 

that thPy might not ~cquirA a falsP s~nctity in th~ 

pyr..s of mon; !3.nd r-tls o mi3bt oncour>!:J.gr.> th,:. WPak and 

stumbling by a confP.ssion of thP.ir own wP.akn~ss,:.s.(~~ ) 

pnrha:ns 1 t .'1113.8 thP. looeP morals of c1 ty lifA 

which lPd many monks int!) a p.oculi1r .13.nd unchristian 

attitudP. towa.rdR frl.ondshins. Th,:.ro B.!'P. many odd tal,:.e 

of thP.ir att~mpt tJ cut thPmsP-lv.os off comnlP-tely from 

A.ll knowlod e:,P. Hnd .B.war.:onose of tho op ·>osite SI:'X. ~TP. 

~rP. told of ono brothor who r,:.main'-'d with pyos closP.d 

during 13. briof intorvi""'"" rnluctantly A..ccor.~od to his 

sistP.r a t his Bis boo's command. ( !'Lt-) . ~:-~t~ :'lnothe:.r , ' ci t~d of a monk who wrapped ,._ 

his moth~!'!" in a cloak whon bo was c~rrying hPr across 

a str~~m, l~nt contact with his moth~r's body should 

rPmind him of othAr fominino bodlPS, ·'3. nd C::iUS~ an 

Assault of tomutation on his ch3st1ty. To this exc~ssive 

SCrUuUlOSity a r~bUkP iS adminiAt~rP.d in thP follOWing 

tale : 11A monk mtt>t tho handmA-ids of God unon a c~rtain 

road, and at th'"' sight of thorn h~ turnPd out of th~ way. 

And tho 4.bb~ss A.9.id to him "Hadst thou bo~n a p~rfect 

monk thou· wouldst not hav,:. lookPd so closP as to ner­

CPiV~ that w~ ·wt!'r~ womontt. (!;'~) But mor.o s 1molP and 

P.ffectiv~ is thP story of Nonnus and thP- Harlot P.olag1R. 

··vh!!?.n sho pass""d by "barF" of hPad an.J. shouldPr and 11mb" 

thP bishous turnPd away from th~ sight "as from gr~at 

and griPvous ein11 but Nonnus "did long and most 
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intAntly r~gA.r1 hor11
, :?.nd thon, •lih0 n oho was out of 

eight, turne-d to his fa 11.01'1 bishons 11 
• Did not' said 

hP 'thP. sight of bor 3f'P.~? t bP~uty dolight you?' " 

Tru~=>, thP saintly Bighon e,o/!!ls ':)TI to dra\-J tho moral tha t 

~ro should q,dorn 0Ur souls for God with a.a much care 

as this harlot adorn~ h~r body for hor lovors , but in 

his romark is tho romindor th.~.t cr~~tion is th~=> work 

of God ' s hands , and WP. may t~kP dPlight in al l the 

b~=>auty H .. h9.s m~dP for us. (.5"' ) 

But I do not think that this ff-l~r of soxual t emp­

t ation wae tbP main or bRAic c ~us (.l of th/!!1 isolation 

of so many of th~=> d~=~s~rt f~thPrs. RathAr, thAy bA-

11~vod thqt dot"chment from frionds, rolativ~=~s , and 

PVon d1scinlos Wqe noC 0 8R:li'y if th~y WPJ:"P tO b~=>Come 

comnlPt Aly pur1fiod and e tt•'I.Ch~=>d to God. ThAy fAarPd 

lPs t thP s ig.ht. of tho f~tCPR of m.on should cloud thf'! ir 

vision of th~ f~c~=~ of God. Sur~ly thPy should havA 

r~thPr bolipvod, as follow~=>rs of Jod 1ncarnat o , tha t 

they should l~=~arn to discorn th(.l imagP of God , howPv~r 

dofac~=~d, in tho f RCPP of thPir brAt hrPn, for whom 

Chriet diod. 

It is truo thqt Our Lord s .qid " If any corm to IM, 

and hat~=> n~t hi~ f~thor ~nd mother and wifo , and child­

ron and brottwon and eistPra, y~=>a and his own lifA 

~leo, ho cannot bo my d1sctnl~=> 11 (r1 ). Christ doos 

domand a willingn'-'P-9 to ronounco ~11 n~tural tios i f 

thPy conflict l .. 11 th a truo following of Him, and this 

1nclud~s ~ny ~ffoction liablo to l~~d to sin. On~ 

would -b~ discinlP who d~sirod to r~turn to bury his 

fathor 1~ told "v~t th~ a~ ':ld bury th~ d.:><id II ( ,(t ) and 

J,:osus hims.:>lf said to his mothor 11 ·:rom~:m lllhat hav~ I 

to do \~ ith thPr.o ?'' , !=in ~ whon t~ld t h"tt hi8 mothor and 

br~thrP.n ''~"'r~ outsido th"" hous(!:!! d~s irtng to epoak to 

him, e.g,1d that His mothor a.nd brAthrPn vTPro those who 

did th~ will of God . ( ~, ) i~=> must, i n God ' s strAng£h, 
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bru~h a~1d~ ~nythln g ~nd ~v~rything which hindGre ue 

from ob"d1~na• to Go~' e ~ 111, no m~ttnr how d~•nly ~~ 

mQy lov,., whnt~v~r it 1~. But Christ also nrom1sos 

th~t thoa~ who d0 r ~nounc~ thos~ natural t1~e ahqll 

h~.vji:> tb<l>m roe.atorod w1 thin thl!"' f:-1mily of thA Church: 

nTh,e.r-o ilS no m,qn th.,t h r:J.th l!!>ft hou~e o.r nnrpnt or 

br.othr~n or ·tlif.o or ch1ldrt.:'n, for thP. .~ln ~"dom of God's 

a ~J<.a, wt>0 sha.ll not r,ocptv.o mt;nifold mor"' in this nro­

e,.nt timo, ?.nd 1n t.h.e- '>~crld to oomo 11-fo •vorl11-stingu. 

(bO ) Hum~n rol9t1onsh1Ds mu~t only ~ dAni,..d if th~y 

hindor our w~1k1ng 1n tb ... W9.Y 'Ahich. Chr i s t df-'mRnd9 . 

Th•y w,;}ro n~~~>V~~'r' moAnt t~ bP cut out of our 11vt-ts cam­

ul~t•ly - our roV;~tionf=lh 1'V'I to Go.) is not on<=~ of 11\~ola­

tion. 'q.P l1g1on for t h,. 0hr 1st1~n tilUt't n•vor b"' 11th• 

f11 g~:t of t.h~ alone- to th.o A lono11 
- 1n tllf-' s"'1r 1 tu~l 

snhAr,., w~ >lr0 "cncontn<::~BE~ 0d by a dr''-" ~t cloud of w1t'TJ.IIliBFJIIliB" 

((.,1 ) ~n-:J our "fOt'ahi,..,, wh-=-t i.1,r w~ bP11ov" 1t ~r net 

wi ll q1w<:ty~ be" "wtt.h ~ngl':'l~; qn'l ~t'C~'ln¢,...lq r;nd 1111 t.h~ 

eomnPny o f H'-'e.v!C'In" . ( t.a ) f'urth~r 1!or~ , th~ n•w comm'i.nd­

m""nt. Chr 1et 3ivl!!>~ 1~ 11th~t YP lov~ (mo '1noth~r" (" ~ ) 

1:1nd thm o1.".1 lq.'v , not ~U,... <'!If'fl~dod but ful1'1lleod, commR.nds 

Ufl\ 
11 to honour our f'3th"'r qnd our mot"l~r" . ( '-'+-) In His 

m1n1?try , our Lord hqd ~n "au~clq l hu~~n fri~nd in John, 

th~ b~lovf-'d d iq~t}l~, ~nd this fr1~ndRhtn in no way 

mqrro tho u~rr,.,ct1on of ~hriot, but ahowe h1~ A~netlon 

of 1nt1m-~ tof' o:on.d cloc;o r' '-'l1.tionsh1nA of' love, within 

t ho B0dy of ~hr lst . In tho liv~s of thn d~n~rt fatb~rs, 

>Ci.li.d n.ll ln.tor monkq, rr1'l.r~ 1 !7nd nuno , Hh~n th~~C~ 

SAV~rtn~ of qll human t1~~ of 9rf~ctlon wns n~c~esary, 

w·., mu" t .,~v .. ,lqud 1t, but whon th1!? qAV"r·~ne" 1e nla.1nly 

~ rbitr~ry nnd due to ~ fnls~ und~rqt~ndln g of God ' s 

n.aturo and God ' E:l d ""m11nd , ·"~ d~nlot""' and rograt 1t. 

Unfortun~toly, this f:tlse~ notion of do.t ach'ffit!'nt ha d nor­

e1st~d in th~ monnst1c 11r~ through th~ agbs . It 1e th~ 
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or~ation of a f~lsP dichotomy. ThP lov~ of God ~nd 

th~ lov~ of n~1ghbour ar~ bound uu to6~th~r 1n thA 

N~\tl TPstam~nt, a.nd thl!)y cannot PX1et truly if th~y ar~ 

separatad. To lOVP God with all our h~art~, minds, 

souls and str~n~th, and our nP1 0 hbour as ouraP.lf is 

not only .IIlPant to b"' our chll!)f duty. 1t is alf!o our 

h1gtv~at privilPgc, and mP.~.nt to booo.rno our chi•fPst 

joy. ort~n on(.) boars that God lOVI'bS us !lll pqually • 

.J That ls not tru~~', for a.nyont'!l knowing anything about 

thP nature of lovta, II'Vt::>n on human ltav""le • kno1.¥e that 

pquality ie a word that cannot b~ ue•d 1n r~r~rPnCP to 

tt. If '.'It'll lov, at all, ~ach l"'"lat1oneh1n of lov8 is 

uniqu~. God loVPS ua utt,rly ~nd comnl~t,..ly ~nd 

untqu~"ly. It is th1e uniqul'> lov,.. of Jod for us, and 

our rosno.£U1 ~~' t~ it • that will fit us for tb.!l!> un1-1u~» 

pPrfPction WP ar~ mPant to Anjoy ln h~~'av~n, WhAr -. w• 

will Pach nlai an ~ss~ntial uart in th~ VPl"fPction of 

th.,... whol,. 

Th~ misundoretanding or tho tru~ naturP of JA­

tachm~nt, and a. oons~yuPnt dPnia.l of human fr1Pndsh1n 

is found in lat~r writ~rP, who hav~ bQ~n and ar~ r~gardPd 

as maste)re of tho su1r1 tual life. 5t 'r~rl!te a. of J~sus 

ea ys 11 r.fht.!O a1etor who w1f\hof1, f'or ho r norsonal nl~asuri'J), 

to S~~'~ hPr I' ""lativPa , and who doPe not Wt.>ary of thoir 

soo1r.aty on t1~1r a•oond vis 1 t, unV~Ets t n.ey aro e,1r1 tua.l 

o~rsons •:lho hr~i!ln hPr soul, must rPoognia~ tha.t BhP is 

1moPrfAot, anJ not d~tachPd - ah~ is not WPll, and will 

not obta in liberty of sn1r1t not 'O"'l"i'Pct noac,. - shflll 

ner-ds a physician. I affirm that unlP3B ah4'll ohe.nt;As 

and i s curPd eho 1a unfit for this hous~ . So far as I 

know, tho ~st r~~dy is that eho eho~ld hav~~' no 1nt~r­

vi~rn., with bE!r .t•Plations until sn,.. foPle ~>mano1natod from 

this bond, n~v1ng obtaln~d th~ grac~ of God by many 

nrayars. "Jhon r'PC"' 1v 1ng hor k1ndrPd hA.S bocomo a erose 
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s:~ . 

to a nun, ":)y Rll m~ana l..,.t h~r RAr.- th"m eo~tim.e-s, 9.B 

Sh" ·will cnrta.t:nly 't"tr'Of1t thorn anfl do n.:-r~ ,..lf no herm: 

(but 1J' Ph" 1El V 0 r'Y :"Cli1d of t i1""tll, if' thnir troubl•e 

... 
Thorn--n ·1. K~:'l]"r)ic:;, 1'11 "')"',...hi!lne th'-' mo.:1t fqmoue of 

';hr1sta, 'llr:t t4~ 11 "P'11t'.o only t o b~ f'!tmil1~ r "f1th God 

·1n.~ Hi·~ h')ly .AnzolA , ~nd shun th'"' P. c· lU'1 int!:ln ~e- of ID-"n". 

tl1lnk n:.t of" th~rn -=>t ~1.1, b.:. th'"'Y ;5o.:d tbln39 or ,:avil 

th in_£q, fl(.)o f'1.,0m th0 l!i in !"! o ':'ar 'lP t:l')U fairly C'l!lSt" 

( (o 1 ) 

·.'orkm'-1n, 1'1 hls book 11 Th(.) ,.v :>lut1on of th4 Mon~stic 

con~c1ou~ ~:tt ')nco of ~')moth1ng thqt chills, :;t-eart ~1-

, 
Th~ C '1U~~. bo o~tlyf1n1, t~ tho Fl')~i!"'tl R,.,.lfishn,.,es with 

wh1cb. tho whol~ mqtt(.)r 1e oonaid(.\r,...J, e:> comnl~t~ that 

a t timoe it b"'comPFI subl1ru(.). • • • • 1'h~ -:4 U1!1Rt1on 1s 

th~ Chriati~n ml3y ot·Jt) a lov('lo th-1.t 1s som-sth!.ng mor~ 
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than char·ity, ov12r ea~ma to orosf! thf) tll1nu.'' ( (..8 ) 

lov,... • which show a dPonP.r und,....t•st~nding of tho nature 

o.r thP Ghrtat1A.n L1~,., - 4nd it 1~ fr::> m thP actions of 

th~s,:. mPn that mon.gat1a11!1m should modr-~1 itsPlf. ·1,. 

find i'r~quPnt ta.l~a of rr iPrtda hin, lov~), hoan1 tali ty, 

::tnd kindrt~fH' among thP oommun1t1"'s . that snrring un 1n 

tho dos•rt. Adv ic~ is oou~ht and counePl 61v•n. 

story that shows a dAnth of natural a ff12ction d~•nAn~d 

and Anrich,.d by sn1ritual lov,.,. •-i hll!t' ·~ no antagonism is 

found bPtwAon thn lOVP of Jod and th~ lovP of k1n. It 

1s thP story of Sa 1nt 1\.fary thP HRrlot , by St Aphra,...m 

of Zdl?saa. { \:.~ ) It tPlls tho story of a. mo:rLk 1\bra.ham, 

who WRa lPft a ni,.,o• of SPVon to car~ for wh•n his 

sniritun.l e>XPrcts.'!lfl, and ml:ldP his ll'!IY of 11f~ hor own . 

But aft~r tw~"">nty yoare of nurlty, sho "t~ '::I.S e:-ns.narn:J by 

a lust-ern ~,..,J monlc, n.n.:l yi .... J.d,.d h 4 r v 1rg1n1 ty to him. 

In sham~ ShP lAt't thP o~ll f or th.n o1ty. HPr uncle, 

troublAd by a dream of 11 drngon ll~vourlng a dov,o, ur ayPd, 

and was ~ivPn anothPr drPe.m in wh1oh thP drq~on's 

bAlly burs·t opf'l'n, and tho dOVP oamo out unharm~d. 

8t:~t~k1ng his !lP~~ I hi" found h~r c~ll Primty • and for two 
•J 

yt::r.ar~ he prayPd d tt 1ly to God for hr>r, rlhilP ShA lod a. 

wanton 11f'-' in thP city. At l.:>nc>th hP found wh ...... r.:- eh~ 

WR.Se and disguiE~ing h1ms,...lf a.s a milit'-Jry man, sought 

monk a.ctnd th~ n!ilrt of a nrofl1gA.tr-- , and ut:>rsuad.:-d tb.-. 

1nnk~PnPr tc intro.:iuco rlim to !4'itry. But whnn ShA b,ogan 

to br::. guilo him with hr.:>r kise~a eh"" 11 f'~lt thilll fragr~nc.-. 

of austor1ty which bin l~qn body br~~thPd'', a nd th~ 

~'>UOrul1 ty of hf"'r A 1nful lif,.., c tt rae suddilllnly unon h-r, and 
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1dPnt 1ty un t il h~ was alon~ wi th hor, and thA, in words 

thr-t cr-flth~ tho 1 OV"' of Go~~ P..nd th"' r'.f' :· ~ ot1on of the 

71c:.n·::.nc '"' f'or thr->eto . --- '·ihy d.1~1st thou :1~r.1~rt m.- ~nd bring 

r:11) 1nt.-, thin 1ntol"'r':lb:,... Eorrow? ?ot:• >vho 1A without s in 

P9V~ Go~ himRalf?" C 7o ~ Th~n wh~~ R~~ a~uld not Pn•a k . 

for 1'; ")fl.r'OW flndr (i•1 W" f b'"' <l">nti ['lU~P ~'"J40>!1 mor~ t~C~nd~rly 

" t~' · ry, ch;i..J-3, ~oT1:i.t that; n~Jt !=l,...,n!lk t') m~~-? Tilt thou not 

C T!y ~,ught.or. I t 1!3 I th:1 t eh..,ll ~n;·\'~r tor th.-,., to 

GoJ Clt. t:'lt:' 1:,y of ju:!i5W"'nt'' . ~·· ry tb~ r.r~ rlot t:tt laet 

toclr ~,.,ur"'~ r..."', ::r.d ln ... vinc br->b1n1 3ll bnr finn r y , rPtur -

Yot in l'it ..... r ~e,., ;.: ·,.y~: f1.nd th ~ t 3r'-'., t -and h~ly 

fr1ondt::~b.1·"'~t~ h~vr-> t)Nr.>Wn u,., , '"'n:]h )n1nl .... r.''bl'!'>rt t in hie gr~at 
· . .,nrk ''Th4"1 ~·o'1ks of th/1\ ·fo.c:t" ""rot~ t~ tha.t mon~e t1c1em 

~ <'l ,rn,..wh1t OV""r - :>lit1rn1~t 1c v lo·,v of t!1~ hi s t ory of mona ­

t=~tloi~~. b11t ncv-=-rthor:ol~~A ht> :1o~F~ c1tr< ~x'laml ea wh1'3h 

P11trit:r' l lifo. 

~AC i1 oth,l:" , t:l nJ our mutu':l.l 1 ov·"" will not b, 1ron~d out 

9nlmat.nd b~ thf" £Ioly rinl.rlt, !"'n-3. unit"'d 1n th~~t wor~ hln 
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ot God th, FathPr. 

il'JOntalfi:.mb.ort t~ritPe (1f ) ·'And if 1nelnimqtP naturP 

was to th~m an abund~nt d.oll ght ~ad sourc~ of nl~asur.o, 

th~y had ~ d.ol1 ght still mor,... liv.r:oly anJ Plov3.tn~d 1n 

th_.. nculrt, in th, doublo lovll) Y.lhlch burn,d '.<71 thin th.-n -

tclf'l lov,. of th.o1r br~thrf'ln inenir,:.J and conePcratnd by 

tho lov, of 1o.i. '' liP yuot~s :1 Sn,!.l.niRn a·obot of thP 

oi,:3hth CPUtury 8,9 Sayin~ :I! h~.V"' l.,.ft but OUI!I broth.or 

ln thP wo.rlJ, .rand how tnqny bt"otnors h ·wo :L not found 

in the cloist.or .. and thP r:wrdo of 11 nun '\iho 'lft.ar d.oath 

anu,.arod to a s 1at.or nun iJ.1 a dr.:a ::J. m, and said ''Und~r-

e tanfl my lovo, that I :lm ~lro}1Jy in 6£'Pa.t no~tc""', but I 

know not how t ~) .ont,r oar.qdiaP ~~ ithout tho~; nr~'~n.qr41t 

tnF>n anJ com.':) at th·y -.IuickPat, tha t ~~c. m~y prosF>nt 

oursolve\s togAtiv•r b,.,.i'orA th..e. LorJ. 11 Hr.t tolls of 

S t BarnarJ euddonly, ln tho m1Jst of l'l i s B~rmona on 

thr.:o '30l'1g of !3on~ , n qus1ng to ~xnr"' G'"' hi::: ;::.riof a t th~D 

loss of ti'l.., oomna.nionAhin of' a r~c.e,ntly donflrt~d broth,:.r 

monA. He:. a!Pnt 1ona GPoffroy d~ 'Jpndo;Jio' Pinrr ... 1 ... vF>n ­

PrablP, ae sbowinc; 1n tho1r oorr~"' snonJ""noo tholr grc:tat 

a l'fPotlon f or th-=-ir frlonde . Ho ·iuotqe from St .Ans~lm, 

YihO I'ound 6!'"" .'3 t joy in fri,:.nJsh1n and in n~rticular ln 

hie fr1Pndsh1n with JonJulnh. 

Of moro roo...,nt ti ~A, wr.:o C::l.fl ~ uote> an "'XA.molo of 

holy fr l .ondah.i·o in th··1 t whiob PXistf'!)d botwt",..,n St ·rhr-!r•sfll! 

of L1eiPUX 9nd her aist~r Colino . ( 1~ ) In thoep lott~re, 

and thos• mont lon,Qd abo'V.o , wo find a ~I'0 11.t ~xtravagA.no~ 

of oxuroee1on ,· but wo ffiuet r.om,:.mbor tha t too ago in 

v-1h ich th.oy 11vod ·w~A loaf! inh1b1 t~d tha.n our own. In 

thP ?nolish-Speaking WOI'lj today thor~ iS f a r lose fr~-­

dom in th,.. ,.xnrc!=' eion of .omotionft than in qlmoet .t.lny 

othPr nation. But ~o mu~t not lot our eoneo or taet~ 
marr our annrocl, tlon of thP donth anj s 1ncority of 

fri~ndohine found within tho Cloiet.or. ':i'r1.andsh1ps 
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which w-.r.o aanctifiod And dtt>on.onj!:Od by thn Lov~ of God. 

But lfl't us r.oturn to ti:lP dtlls~rt fathPrs, '3.nd 11s­

tfbn to thA san~» and 'bal~tnct:od words of' on.o of th~ir 

nurub.or, ~s ho snnake~ to us of friPnahin. Th-C\ abbot 

Jos-=-nh an~ake in an or.:J,or,pd a nd Nttion!il m"lnnor, with­

out ~motion but with 6~~p aincPrity and car,oful thought 

in AVPry word. (]~.) 

"Tbt>r•P ar•e-. rn~ny kinds of fr i,ondship ••••. among 

all tht>S~ thPn thPr't:> 18 ona kind Q;' lOV"' Which iS in-

C 1seolubl.o, wh~~>rP th.co union is o·.vin~ not t o thP favour 

of a. r.ocornm,ond ~tion, or· some ore:-a.t k1ndn.oss or gift, 

or thP- rP-aeon of som,., b8,!'t5a. in, or tf"l.o n~c~~:>sA 1 ty of 

natur(!', but simnly to simil~rity of virtue-. This I 

say, is \'lhat is brokPn by no chanc~s, whqt no intr:.rva.l 

of timA or snac~ cnn a.ov.or or d~stroy, and what ~v.on 

dPath 1t&Plf cannot nart. This is truA and unbrokPn 

lOVIili ·which grows by m~>l3"n~ of thn doubl,o n~rtPction a.nd 

goodn~"'se of fri~nds, and which, wh~n onct'!l its bondo 

ha.Vt" bA~m ~ntor"":1, no Ci if.fprencm or llkine:3,, and no dis ­

turbing onnoo it ion of wiah""e oa.n Slll:IV~r." HP thon go~s • 

orl to say that oft,.n friAndehlne which bl!l6in W"!ll arP 

brokPl1 through nP-ttinoss , and givAS us 0u1danojl:l on how 

to ordP.r our friAndsh1ua --- 11 F'or this rr:-aso.n w,e. said 

that t,n.o full and n~>rf,...ct e:;rg c~ of ft•it:ondehi:o can only 

last among thoBt'll ,.,ho a.ro n~rf .... ct ttnd o-r r--·1u11l 0oodntose, 

whOSA liko-mindAdnoas an~ co ~~on nurnoeo al lows thom 

PithPr nPVe>r, or ttt any r~to hardly tov~r, to dlsagrAP., 

or to dit'fPr in thosto mattr:.rs which concern thA1r uro -

g!'PSS 1n tho sniritual 11fA 11 
--- '' thA first foundation 

of tru .. fr1Pndshin consists ln contAmot :tor \1orldly 

substanc,., a.nd scorn for a ll thines thA-t wo noas~ss. For 

it 1e uttorly wrong and unjueti fiR.bl~t> 1i', nftPr th .. 

vanity of th~=~ world and all that le 1n it, h1d b.o.on rt!'> ­

nouncf-'ld, whate:-vor mis,.re,blo furn1tur• r~"mlline is more 
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r~t5aru"'cl than ·ih!Jt 1a most v~lua.bll!!l; n"Yfi:'l'ly 1 th, lov~ 

of a brothor. '' H..., <:;~'"'A on to d 1st in~U1Rh tho. lov#!) 

Nhich WP must hn.vtn fo r all ml!!ln, a::1d thn en~c1al lov~ 

':lh1oh ~.,f:) hav"'!l for our ·frtnnds: "It 1e no?eibl~ th~n , 

ror -=tll to ~ho'•i th~t lovl't ~'l hich 1!1 c-1ll~"d Ag·1p.t, ot 

uhicll th, bl"'Foo1 .1\nootl.o n 9ys : ' 1h11r.t thl"lr~ror" WA 

hav~ timr- • lot us Jo c::ood unto al_ .cr. ..... n, but B'!'>01a.lly 

to th~m th··tt ~rP o'!' tll"' h·.ms"'noli -:> f f'11th.' qnd this 

':'houl1 bo.'.!> Rhown to ;11 rl)<t:'n 1n g"'n'-'r:Jl t~ r-uch an ~"X-

tant th~t w~ nro actually corumandPd by ~ur Lord to 

y\nld it to ~ur P.n~m1~s, for H~ s3ya: 'Gov~ your 

~nnm1~e'; but D1~tb~s1~, 1.n. ~f~~ct1~n, 1s shown to 

but a r~w, and thos~ who ar~ unitnd t~ uo by klndrPd, 

di!3ooeit1~n or by t1~ o~ goodnl!'>fl ~ • thO-l ! h 1n.1o~d 

?:>r in on~ way ~'fr:> lov("' our nar,.,nts, 1n nnoth~r our 

.. r"'n-- - . :1:~ ._o,.,.s on t::> A ho'l'r th~ t 11 thou0h our Lord 

nsee1~~. on ~h ich ~~ ~nd, he Quot~~ ~aint J~hn, th~ 

fr ir-ond of Gh:rtst ~~~,in~lly. so h16hly is thP virtuP. of 

lov~ ~xtoll~d th~ t th~ bl~se~j aJoatl~ Jjbn doclarAS 

that it not only b~longe t~ God but that tt is God, 

O'lyine : '1 God 113 lovl':l : hl'l> th~r~for~ t:1~ t ab1d~th in 

loVI'l> • a bid~ t n in Jod, -~.ad Gud l n hl:n". ( 1Lt- ) 

Fat :'l0 I' 1'r~"'VOr HuddJ.-r>at:m c.a. i)lil'f.\S 3. truP a.ccount 

of thA virtu~ of do tachliY-'nt t n hie book ~~~aught foro 

y:)ur comfort". "sntrttu.ql wr1t~N3 ~n(.\nd quit<- a lot 

of tim~ t nlk1n¢ about ' d~ t~chml'l>nt', rQ~ liv~s or th~ 
a~1ats a~(.\ full ~f tnstanc~a of t hia virtu~, ~htch in-



But s~n~rally thP imnrpeaion that eucn writ~rs g1v~ 1s 

of a n•g~t1v• ~nd cold quality : a r~fuR~l to a llow 

on•s~lf to b•com• 'att~ch~d' for fAar l~st in somP way 

s uoh attachmont would m~an a basr- dis l oyalty to Christ. 

No doubt th•r~ a.ro souls who, for th~1r own prot•ot.ion, 

mu~t b~oh~w all human aff~ction if th~y aro to cleave 

to God in nurlty of hoart. I am not onn of th•m. For 

m•, d~tachmcnt is only ro~l if 1t involvos l~v1sg 

loving to th~ fulloet PXt•nt of on~'s nature- - but 

rPcoon1s1ng at th• eamP. tim• that such lov• iA e~t in 

thA cont,xt of a eut>Prnatural lovQ of God. ·rh•n, whP.n 

thP momont of eurr~ndor, o f nartine , oo~s, ono has a 

worthwhil• off Pr1ng to m"lkP 

lov,. and affoot ion of all tho y~·H'R, f or f-Ill thOS411> on~ 

hriB known; it ht:~ s soma m•aning , l1K~ tho nroc.ious oint-

mP>nt nourod out on thjl> f'Aot of Chrlat. And it is 

costly too. "(I~) 

SPmi-monke. 

/hila it 1s tru,. tha t many m~n haVP b~An o qllAd 

both to th• ~rio~thood ~nd to thP RP11 g1oue 11f•, ....... ....... 

and found that f or thomsolvos th•e• t wo voc~tione arP 

comnlcrnPntary, y•t it 1s not truo th~t a ll clorgy of 

noo~esity b"'V~"-" a voca.tion to thP colibat @l lifo, for 

W~'> arP told tha t P•t~r 'fl q.s marr1,.d , and "Paul tolls us 

that a omft of th,. AnoatlPn tr~v,.llPd with thPir w 1voe [1~) 

Y~t th~ Koman Catholic Church la th,. WPS t onforC""B 

CID11b~.oy on almoPt qll its cl.o r 0y as a rulr.o of disc1nlin•, 

though not rayu1r1n g VOWR • In ;}~'>r ma.ny thor(,) h::l.VP boon 

ono or t wo 1nntano.as of Luth..,.r::m ~'-l.store br.ocoming Roman 

Catholic Pr1asts, and boing allo~od t o r~"-"tain th~ir 

''~ iV""~ , whilP th~ Un i eto Churchea of tho "''lS t, which 

r~oogn isa tho ?ono, hqv~ tho rula th~t a ~riPst muet 



-- ------ -~~--

60. 

mon~. This rul~ is thnt of th~ ~aat~rn Orthodox 

Church""a. ;!vid~ntly tn~ gpe:>~t nR.rt of i;h¢l Catholic 

Church frowns on a BachPlor-Pri~ethooJ! 

ThP history of th~ strugglo of th• Prl~sthood to 

rr.-eiat tho 1mnosit1on of Colibacy, and of Monks rand 

th~ir symna thisors to tmnoso it on th~m b~gtns •arly 

~nd oontinu,.s f or a. long pt:or1od in tho w~st . Th~ soon..­

or uPrhans th,. fiorc~Ht struggl• in nr~-«•form~tion 

tim,a is MilRn, wh,.rtt~ thro -<:ri~:~~ate had to fin~lly admit .,.... 

dr.tf~at. ( 11) 

Th~ tPachin~ that cl~rbY should bP col1bat~ b•gan 

~arly in thP Church~ T~rtulli~n and ~piohan1ue strongly 
) 

r,..,comm~nd it, ~;.nd tho !1ounc11 of ~-1-vira (295-302 A.D.) 

in its 33rd canon commands th11.t C: l r..rioe m_~:~y not marry, 

and thP third prohibition of thA Council of NicPa (325) 

forbids a. ·prl.Aat to halt'-' any womAn in his houa~ but a 

clos~ blood rolatlvP. Ge:.nPrally, b~forA abaolut~ 

c~llba.cy wa.e onforo~d • a l"'¢'r'F.Ion mnrriQd bofor'-' hie 

ordin'ltion wa.e t:~.llOWPd to r·~Dtain his wi fjl!ll , wh11~ th~ 

drcr~~s of th~ council of Ancyra, in jl4 allowt:od that 

if a d~acon nrot~st~d at his ord1n1tion th~t h~ had not 

th(3 atrPnt;th or sift oi' continnnc,., h.P could marry sub­

s~qu~ntly. 'IhA presPnt rulA in thP ~aat:::rn Orthodox 

ChurchAB La thBt if a m~~riod ?riPs t la Pl~ctPd ~iehop 

(an ~!tXtrP.mPly ra.rP ocouranoP) h13 muAt sr.naratP from hie 

wifP bP.forA conePor~tion. At NlcR~a, wA ar~ told by 

Socrat,:.s that an a ttPmpt was mad~ to Pnt'oro"' c~l1bacy 

but Pa.phnut1us obj~ctod s trongly to this im7'lOS1t1on, 

and so no l~~:.glsl'lt1on was naa --a-d b.::oyond tha.t ~nt1onAd , 

whicn may only h.av"' B.nnli,...d to m:1mnrr>i-=>d cl""rgy. ( , i ) 

In thP Parly ypars of mon~ sticism, th~rP was a 

tAnsion bPtWP~n thP cl.,.rlc and thl'!l monA., but gr:~.d ua.lly 

r-tnd ar·mPd noutr~lity ·o..,c<::i.IDP nn r;:~ . ll1 ti..ucl'!l , wntch culm1natPd 

in thP PlEa.o tion of Gr~gory thtt~ GrPa.t , th• monk who 
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ov--1:' thP ';(lUrch , "nd :r i.~~t - monlrs bnt.:i1.n to ocouny th~ 

hi~h~st ~ffic"e in t~M J hurJh, ~nl ?OOn tho ~ttnmntod 

"Hforc~m,.nt :,)f c~l ibaoy on thr• :a .. rl;)y O"'C'1ffil!!" ·'l m'l j')r -' 

"'ll:':1ct ic, o~ ..,11 ~ in:; 'tnyn '3 tl ':l J ·:)Uth~ t..1 non1Ator 1~e by 

our•:.}h.:l.flin3 ~ng.Li~h l·=t:-1n of 17 0!' 13 Y"'IJ'NJ ol d , t o b~ 

1 ~.udin3 h i s mi naion1r y Z11.1.l , '" '' f 1 t1 1 1t ..11ff1cult to 

c.:m:Jon ,.. thi:1 !Il,tho J ~?tt) ~i"r·~ 1n a~:)tfl~ ~· D' .. rt,... of th"" 

Ct!'l i h1.cy on th.P c l "'l., :.:.;y, Ai l:n:ln , in hi~ "' :I1s t ol."y of 

w'ltin Jhristi:mit y'' ·Nr1t,e in !l So!llo.v:l·:.t bias od f!iSb. ion, 

J"'t nia "'Aorrl~ h<tv~ i n t:-1.-!'Tl mu~h of t.!"ut:1 : - nThr- ~;>n$19 -

tic prLn~ ipl~ , QJ~itting, vi~tu~lly ~t l,1st , almoAt 

tO 1'\:;0 f ull nxt,nt 1 tht1 ~~~n i ch ~ ~m tf.!'ni"Jt Of t ht::t innn. tA 

c infuln"'e a of 1.ll a -:>XU'll 1 nt ,.., ':'G:>ursrt> a.a p"Jrt~.tkin3 of 

ttln in~xt 1n~u1s h 1.blt!> 1mnur 1 ty of l~~tt- r , W'1s gr!'td ua lly 

1\u..:;uetin,.., , tJl t :l 9. <::n"'ci:>ue a.d ul s.tion , ~nly to ~xalt 

cl-r.;y ·uor:::: t aught to ~ss~r t 1t at oncr-- o:ts a. n.r1v11Pg~, 

a.c s distinction , ·~ e t hl!) C':)l19U1lmlitlon :1nd tht=~ toet i rr.iOny 

to thr:: a c.rPJn~n ~ of t hPir ord"r . Ae th~rt.'l '..V:.:l.S t h1e 
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w~rP comn~ll~d to ita obe~rvanc~ at one~ by th~ l aw or 

tn~ Church, and by thc- fP'3r of fall in~ br..low thP 1r 

n~rn""tu~1.1 rivale • t hr monks, in tho 6~n""ri:tl -=-stimat1on"{to) 

and ht:oo S.dde ,. £hr'OU0 hOUt th~:> WhOlP p~rlOCl ' fr'OID f'O"O~ 

f.iri o1us to tnt:) ltPforma.tion --- tho law (of th.,.. o~=>l4i:-

In non-Pn1eoonlil l ~rouns , ma.r·r·1 ae-~ of th~ clr--rt:;y 

has b,.oom,.., thP rult:.. An unmar rind mini£! t.o.r of thP 

i·f.tno..:i1s t s or "Dr asbyt r..r i ans is rrgHrdod by thP poonlP 

a s somPthint; of an oc1a1 ty, and I doubt wt!Ptht:~r mor,:-

tl1ar1 on~ n.orcPnt oiff thoP.P m1nistor e PVPr er·r1ouely con­

sidnr c~l1ba.cy AB a vocation, thou ~h ttl.f\ c1rcu~tanot=~s 

of' th"'ir lit'P, or thrir nay en 1loe icq l ma ltP-Un llliiy causo 

thnm to r Pmain iLl a s t a t .o of uach"·lordo .a1e In th~ 

Anbl1ca.n Church 1 t is mu ch thr- s a lllP , a l thou~h thPro 

s.r.o a growing numb~"'r' of CPlib"l t P -or•1r->eta, who h fiV P 

uv..~ 
chos10n CPlibr1 cy ~ s na.rt of t h,...ir uni-:w ... 1.rocat1on, t-t=teush-

" thP-y rnma1n un3lliPti to uny r'"'licious ooilimun1ty. The 

An6lican Church has, I b~~'ll,.v.o, th-=- ~.noet, t>alancPd att1-
G . 

tU lP. as roeg~s~marr1~ 6~ of thP cl.,..rgy. It noighPr 

,exhorts its clnrey t o marry , nor do~e it qtto mot to 

1mnoa~ cilibacy on thP m ( though somP c~lib~tP b1ahous 

a.ttPmnt , lqrt;;.oly unsucc-=-esfully, to nr·~v ~nt thP olAr·a;y 

t hP.y orda.in f r om IDI-lrr y1ng fr.>r as loni) a s tt1r>y darP ) • 

Tl1P rul,:~~ of thr.> Angl1o.sn Chur ch in this m·~ ttPr is to 

bA founa. in thP tnirty-n1n~ artic lAa and it goos to 

tnjl) h.-at•t of tht<> matt 10r . Art1clP XX:t..II , ' o f th~ 

cone aro not comm11ndPd by Goa's 1~ \·t , Pi t hor to vow thP 

~tat~'> o1' e1n glo lifP • or to abs t a in fr•oru ma.rr iag~ 

thnr~for it l e lawful for thAm , aa for a ll oth•r 

Christin.n ~n. to m~rr-y t!l.t thPir O'Nn ulaorotion, as thP.y 



<'h!::~J.l juJ~~ thlll> ~e, mq to E'"'rVP CPtt a.r to ~·ojJ.1nope". 

Th"' k ..-. v ·nhr(\!1~ i n tblfl ,u•t ic l "' le t l~ P- thr.,y shal l juctge 

But i t lr.. n o t nnJ.y in th"' imnoE>iti on of C"- l iba.oy 

Un-tt the. Holn!l.n Chur-ch b.P.e ~"-tV .. ~tPd to " ' mon~E~ t1c1eAtr 

C""'r n "-' i t h th,... p r lvnt.ton of our o··m P'"> ul r t -:> thP n,g l AOt 

o f o trr.>r POI.llf! • tn ~0n'W~ntur~ t bo.-,'k, n!Jo1 1n~~'eS of 

f?r thl!!' Poor cr!_qrr.-~ ho do"":: n')t. m'"'ntit:";n t h.n dut.y of 

l:'"'l t""'C'~""P.f:li-:'!·n~tl) ""h le ~-rr11n :s r.ttttu,~~ to Y'll"· r>f,e.~tton h~s 

tri.cJ t o f:':t" t i n on t hP .la.i t y, D. e th,., f ? l lowi n g 

'l not.")tt-:nlP fl:''> '1 Abb.,." ~·rtcho; 'TI""AUX ' ~" book 11qPvoluti11n i n 



to bl'in.:; l1im t:') such fiB thoG..., • • •.• 'fhr;,so nY.' 1°£1 t.J? arr.o 

r o6ulPr in th~ 1r pr>ayPrs ••••• thj:') y k~An un a schodul,e 

of r•l1g1oua ~x•rcis~~ auch ~s t~ry t·~rno~ in thP 

I!H"•rr:tne.ry. ,.~, yl)Q the-y !lrc- too r 1gtd, they s.r• CP-rtR 1nly 

unrfllla.l in th,lr sn1r1 tu:9.1. 11 fp 11 and l~tPr "such a man 

Of .'3. ID1Bgu1d.c.] one." it 1.R 11
'fl)t "1r'1f-"Ptly, it do&g not 

know thr.o u;.l!l)anin0 of c~rit~P Chr1r=t1 ure:rt nos" (Th~ love 

o f -Jhrbt c ~:'Hl~tr~inoth U$1) .(tlt) uB.om1n·1t' 1·.!mP still haVfi:' 

v1 ola.t1cn oi' t.ho rul,r-. 1 but we· do not kn:;1-.r of any who 

art"' P. ·;) tr"-"'A.t~~'d r.or t, :1.,. ir l'1a.u5ht inr.-~ s, b9d t...,m~r or 

atJ.ti-~ocir?-1 atti.tu.J~- ~r~~) ,o c?.n only ;.r1Ab that An1r1tual 

/ 
~arli~r in h1a book, th~ Abb~ snow0 how Pri~~te 

!-

throttlA rnostolic rr.oal in th~ youth by th1P t atsP ~~r­

f~ct1oniPn 1 ·!~ tc·ll thorr. the.t t.h•lr own Aoul 1~ thA 

most 1mnortant thing in th~"" world, trnt th,...y mu~t not 

go with anyonn tlho mi t;ht Andttn ~/'"' th~ir $ 'i.l VP..t1on, that 

t.h~r.::~~· ar~ n~rs'll:'l£.1, nl'-\0~~ nnd thh1 t;S th-:>.t th~y mw·1t 

it will advancr-- or rr--t ;:~ rd th1E-1. On thr<t b :-\sis it it1 

giv~n th•m in~t~~d an lnntlnct for sniritual s~lf-

, 
ltlthoue:,ll thP \bb,.., d0'~n not sny in f'O many ·..tords 

m1Rundtllrsta.nd ing of tho Sn:tr1 t.ua.l 11 fp T.-Thlch h~a 1nfAo-



to-:1 much of th<' t-=- '\ch1n...; of Rn'lr1 tual · <Tr ltt::~rl-', and 

that thlR 1.s ~'J· But .,J o muFt ~jj R. word or o a.ut ion. 

· ~uch t~"t i~~ t'J '11:1 c~n ~.r,nly to:> ~ :) ttr.> o\n:?;l1c-=~n Th,.,olog1-
o:-

cql ooll~gr-9, \:ln'J t:·l~ tr-~:tning 61v":)n i~'l th .... m, but 1t 

Joog not, S.Pnly to th~ trR.inln.s of tht') ~rot.,.,A-tant gr-oups, 

·tr1 tl'!>ra fro ::r. ~-J i th tn thr-> q ,., li .;i(lus l i f' t$ h~vn. c;tv~n ue. 

:hat Wf!' mus::t 

( :ttdch t h,., t ..:o f:;, l d 'JJ ; ,-a'1n~l of '1hrir:t 1'llnli,..E\ 1~ our 
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J.. uat t 20: 20-2 3. 

2. J ohn 13: 3-11 

3.Used in cards sent by the Community of the Resurrect 

-ioa to members of t he "Frat ernity of the Resurrect­

ion" - laymen or secular priests who support the Comm­

unity in Tarious waya1 and pr.ay for increased Toeation 

-• te tile Relic ious Lit 'ef usinc these worc.s. 

4. 1 C•r. ~: l-11o 

5-o Kpa. ~: 25. 

6 0 J e}Ua 2: 1f:f0 

1. Aay fai nt te any Nua: l e tters sel ected and arrance4 

by a Benedictine of stanbrooko Eurns Oates and Wash­

bourne.(~uoted from Mien• , PL 18• BXbortatio ad 

f'ponsam Chris'Si) 

8. Op ei t pa,;e 16 (From Mien• PL 22 Ki>• OXXX) 

9. Op eit 14 (Micne PL 33 Ep OL) 
10. Let t e r 1~ paces 361 31 1 39 {Mi&n• PL 16, Kxtrae' 

fz·om treati se "D• Vircinibus" addressed by st. 

.Ambrose t o h i s s i s t er, St Marcellina) 

1~. op. cit. 8-9 {Mien• PL 183 ~P exiii T• tlme Vir&i • 
Sopll:l.a) 

l 2 Op eit 2f (Yroa ' La Vera speaa Gesu Obris\el Vol 11 

Diseorse :familiare aA una faneiulla de pr•••• l'ab-

1 t e di monaea) 

130 some principles of the Relicious Life: from tbe 

wri tncs ot J obn Mason Neale s.P.C.K. 1956 pace ,. 

14. Op eit paces 2 & J. 
l5. Op e it pace 3. 

160 my Saint t o any )fun: pace 5 (Bistoire atune iJBe, 

Appendix. Lettre xx, A sa •.~~ur Celine) 

l l Tne maa born te be Kine : Der et hy L sayers• Victor 

Gollaaez London 1946 paces 188-189 (I haTe not mention 

-•d tae sel:f-richteousness or which Mart ha accuses . 
m.~rselt i n the play) ••• aJ.so Luke 10: 38f~. 

l8o Bncli sh Bymnal •ymn no 485. 

19. Bn&lish Bymnal No 4e5o 

20. Voyac• t o Venua(Pere~andra) G. So Lewis. Pam books 

195}. paces l68•L70o and "That hideous s t•eacth" 

O.s. Lewis• The Bodley Head 1946. Chapt er ~). 

21. BTolutiGn of the Monastic Ideal: Herbert B wor kmaa 

(Charles N Kelly London) 191} Pa&• 333 

22. Op ei t paces 333,. 334, 335. 

23. AWY Saint t e any Hun: foreword Xix-~ 

24 The Desert Fa.thera:Jlelen Waddel\. pace ii. 



25. The Desert Fathers ( ~onstab&e and co 1936) pace ~3. 

269 Matt 19: 16-22. 

21~ Lu~e 19! 1-10. 

28 vatt 4: 21-22. 

29. Mar k 5: 18-19. 

30o l Cor. i : TBB 6, i ., 11, 221 and 23a. 

31~ A BooK of OommOR Praye r# South Africa. 

320 St LUKe 1:38. & 2:51. 

330 .John 2:.5. 

34. Rev0 12, ltfQ Althouch t he woman mentioned here 

may aiso be the Chureh• yet she is the mother o:f 

t he son who is cau~ht up t o God0 Althou&b tbe Bibl­

ical evidence for the title "~ueen of Heaven" i s 

Bli cht # t her e i s no need t o dispu t e this traditional 

title of our Ladyo 

35o Psalm ll5.o 

360 Lausiae History: Palladius. TroLewther-Clarke0 

pace 59ff alse Beelesiasti&al History• sozemen 

Bk l Ch 14. 

310 ~elution of Monas tic I d !al, Workman p 0 60. 

380 Lausa ie History p 320 

39 Lausaie Bistory Ch 10 see 50 

40. The Monks of the west: vontalember' Vol 1, p 342. 

410 KTolution of t he Monastic Ideal pp 64-66. 

42. Other sources however mention him as bein& full 

of Joy• and smil~nco 
430 .Jo1ua 11: 1-4'-• 

44. Lwce 22:11 

·~~ LuKe 22: 41-4o0 
/'\ 

4o0 Oellected Letters of S' Therese ef Lisieu~ Shee4 

and War&• l949 Po328o 

4lo Rule of Benedict Ch f . Tenth decree of Bumility. 

48o Alan Pa toa: Cry t he Belowed Oountry0 See also~ 

Serewt ape Letters~ ~.s. Lew~etter Xl~ 
509 Desert Fathers p 150 

51o Qassian's Institutes Bk V Oh XliV. 

52o Sozomen, op cit. Bk VI Oh 29. 

530 Desert Fathers p 9. 

54o sozomen op eit. Bk VI Oh 290 

550 Desert ~atbers p 104. 

560 Desert Fathers, pp 285tr. 
57. Lu.lte 14!26., 

'8o Matt 8 :22 

59o .John 2:4 and vatt~ 12: 47-50o 

60o Luke 1.8: 19tf'. 

6~ •ebo 12!10 

62o This i s a feature or 
tDos 



62. This is a feature of most of the L1. tur~ies of· 

Christendom, it forms tbe conclus1.on of the pre-

face to the Canon. 

63. J"ohn 15:12. 

64. Gen. 20: 12. 

65o The Way of ~erfe ct ion. st Teresa of AVila Choa, 

section 2. (see also Oh 4 section 4.) 
.... 

66 Imitation of Christ,; Thomas a Kempis Ch s. 
610 Complete works of St John of the Gross, Vol 3~p200 

68~ :iTolution of the ~~ona.stie I6eal p 59, see aJ.so 

sezomen1 op. cito VI~29o 

699 Tfle Desert Fathers p 289. 

10. The Desert Pa.tbers, 297-8 

710 The nonks of the west, pp72-3 
I 

720 Collected Letters of ct Therese of Lisie~ 

see all letters to C~line. 

'l3o GB.!Ssian • s Conferences XVI 

740 l ~ohn 4: l6o 

150 Hau~h~ for your Comfort: Trevor Huddleston, Fontan£ 

Book• 195i~ p 159 ~r. Huddleston was recalled to 

:Knd,and. te be nGTice master to tae o. R. It is 

eTident that the noTiees under his •are will not 

be tauch a false Tiew of detachment by kim. 

16o 1 Cor 9:5. 

110 History of Latin Christianity, Milman Vol lll• 

PP 439•411. 
i60 CathoLic Eocyelopaedia - publ,shed by Robert 

APpleton R. Yo 19080 Vol Ill article on Celibacy. 

19. Latin Christianity. Milman Vol 2, p 118. 

800 Latin Christianity Mil.aa Vol l, pp 98-99 

8lo Op ei t 100 

82 •oliness f Life St BonaTentura. 
/ 

83~ ReTelution in a City Parish: Abbe G. Miehonneau 

Blaekfriara 19511 pace 154. 

84. Op eit ppl55•l5i. 

a, op •it 1.6' 

86~ Op cit 158. 

8lo Op cit p 660 



CHAP'ttR THREE 

THE TEMJ'(YB.AL AND THE TEMPORARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

Th~ tltlP of tbie ChantPr may b~ s oillP.what con­

fus ing , and at first I ha d thought of BPnarating the 

eubjP.ct~mattPr. ef thie ehltr:Jt~Br into t wo SP.parat~ chap­

t~rA, but th~=~ t would havt.:l m~.dP. confu~ion worsP con­

founded, as the TPmnoral contribution, and the tem­

norary contributions, which the RP-ligioue Life makAS 

to thP l i f P. of thP Church a.s a wholP are:o ine:>xtricably 

l inkAd, and thA te:>rrmorary contributions ar~ in fact 

only nartioulAr ::t:nnlicr-~tionA, to m,:aet thP neods of the 

timP, of thP tPmnora l contribution which the Religious 

Life continua llv make:os. In thP history of the Church, 

thP d .'>!.ngP.rR and nP~ds of on~& a.gP R-rP not those of 

anothPr, and th~ nnswPrs to thPm arP th~refore:o differ­

Pnt. ThP. Church bring.q out of its tr,:aa.sury things new 

::t.nd old ( I ) yr--t both thP nPW a.nd thA old ar,:a only nAw 

and old whe:>n vie:>WPd from th~ tim~-nngle:o, bPo~use th~y 

all snring from th~t s unromP Gift of Je:>sus Christ to 

His Church, \'ib ioh ooiDP. s from outs i de of tiiDA into time; 

the Gift of the:> Holy ~nlrit, who guidPs us into all 

truth, ~nd who tPa choe us what to s ay in our hours of 

UPPd. ( l ) ThP ~1ft of tho Holy Snirtt is a gift to 

t hP wholo Church, y~t 'Iii thin thP Church there:> ar e:> 

" d ivArsiti~s of g ifts, but the:> s a.m~ Suirit 11
• ( ~ ) There 

i s thP. narticulBr gift of the Holy Snirit t o the 

mi n i s try, thP gift which onablPs the:>m t o nrP-ach tb~ 

word and adminietPr t hP s acraiDPnts, and thi s gift has 

etP-rna.l, t'-'mnora l ) <tnd tomnor~ry cbar actPr.1st1cs. In 

its PtPrn!:J l a.snPct, nre:> qching thP word '=l nd administe:>r­

in~ t hA s~cr 9 m~nts hav~ as the:>ir m8 1n nuruos e:> that all 

mon Ahould comP t o the:> knowlodge:> of God, through 

J~!=! ll~ Chris t ( It ) and tha t thAy should bf:l united to 

J~sue Christ, and fP~d on him, so that thAy might be 



fitt~d to ~njoy h~av~n, wh.orP. th.oir liv~s and thPir 

lovPs will b~ s.ot within thP. h.oart of the Life and Love 

of the Holy Trinity, by,through/ and in JPsus Christ, 

Gou ma de man. But th.o tt!!mnora.l ordP.r is ma.rr.od by a in 

and ~vil, and so thP tPmnoral asu=ct of this ministry 

of word and s acra mP-nts 1s to frP~ us from bondagP to 

Satan and his dPmons, Qnd to bring us thP forglvP.nPBS 

of our sins. But sin and PVil tak~ on n.ow forms, and 

a lthough Christ has cnnquAred sin, d.oath1 and Satan, yet 

on ~arth thP warfarP continu=s, and mus t bP fought on 

new fronts in diff.or=nt ag=s, so tha t the ministry, 

whil~ rPtaining its ess.ontia l structurP, is continually 

adautPd by thP. Holy Snirit to mPPt thP diffPrPnt 

situations as they aris.o. Fastoral mPthods chang~ with 

d iff~rent tim.os, and in diffPrPnt pla cPs , and the 
. (() 

Liturgy, whilP retaining its fourfold shape, is adaptqd 

aspect of tbP gi f t of thP ministry. 

The ~Aligious ~if.o is the s a me. It too· ha s an 

Pternal, a tPmnora1
7
and a t~ r~orary contribution to 

make to thP 11i'e of thP Church. •.vP ll!laVP a cons1dera-

tion of the ~tPrnal contribution to th.o nPxt chant.or, 

and will attP.mpt to dea l with the tempora l and t.omporary 

contributions in this. 

The threP vows of Poverty, Chastity1 and ObPdience 

e-ach hav,:. a tPmnoral aAn.oct. 'l'hey witn~s s to nP.ede 

which arP. a lways nrPsPnt in the Church militant, al­

though thPy wil~not be pr.os.ont, and a rP. not pr.oePnt, . in 

the Church Tr iumnhant. ThP Church in i t e wa.rfaro 

against sin and .ovil hBs thro= PnPmios which it must 

cont inually s ubdu.o ·. ThPy ar P thP dorld , tho FlPs h ) and \ 

The Devil. ThP thr.oP. t.omptat ions of our Lord ( Co ) J 

c an be pla cAd undP.r thPs .o thrP~ hPads. Tho tP.mptat1on 

/ 
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h.:,v('\ b~('\.n r-t d,...,.aone t rA.tl:Jn of rw=•rr::> ·-:ower a11d not of 

gvo,111"' f~F' . T'h "" t('\ '!lnt'o:1tlon t) 'bo-·1 :to·.m '!)dl·lo r>shin t ht!' 

D"'''jl ·c .) :n(') d1r""0 t fr:"lm thc.. ft~f,th,.,r c. f.' LiPs, 1.ilthou t ue1ng 

of ~t'lr1r. t ' r tloclt: , -md. no e i..~n him 1./lth th~ c. 16J:1. ~:2 

wor ld , ~nj ttP ~~v1l, ?nd t ~ ~ ontinu- Chrip t' A f~ith-

t h(!) 0h ild " ;)·:n: t t hot! -- - ro!:>nour-cP thr.o c1~v i 1 and all 

of ttP r:~sh , so that tho~ wilt net f~llo~ nor bP lPd 

9ut 1•vi thin th Lf. g,nor8l Y'<'>~UnC l.::l t i on rne.do by 

of ~ovorty, Chastity qnd ObPiionco Rr~ nron hAt ic w1t -
r ~ -

Bep tism i s ~ r~al on" , rnd mu8t b~ kppt in pur ity . Thr 

to I F.r'fl 0 l of th!"' ;J.l:8olutn naturP of J od ' s commando , and 
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t his t""rnpora.l fnnc t ion sn.v,:. r is~ to t il~ t n i!l'Dor ary 

contr i but io11 'tlh ich t bn '-'r onh.:-t e ID""d.o t J Isr .n . .o 1 in . ~ 

th~ ir tim~!l of n~~d , moPting t he· s ltuat i on vvith a ··Jord 

of roc~ , t hund"r i n g f'or th th.,.i r :n~s~ !"; 3r.. " 'rhus s a 1 th 

t h~"' .::..or dn . 1'h~ no~,~ cov.ontmt f u l.filf s ti1'~ old , and in 

t tln Nrw !Rr Po l , thr.. li.r->l i .:,i ous t 1.ko s tht:~ ~lq c.o of tb~ 

l>r onhnt . .ru~t BSf h ""' l" 0 i s R Pi mi lru."ity and homology 

bPt~P~n th~"' \~ roni~ Pr1~RthJod gnd thn Christian 

min.i Ptry , b ,., tvrPon tho Ol d t r--At8.m,.nt .J:io.cr i f icos and th~ 

S n.crificP. of Ghr iA t on t.h r-. Gr 'Jss continu.t.l.l ly r~n!'PSP.n--
tr>d in th ,.., ::Uc h~ri~ t , ynt t h i s R im11P.r i t y ~md homology 

n (')vr.>r boc ome:-s mPr~" n~rallo l i~ m, br.:-c 'iU80 tho Ne w CovP.n­

al:Jt both f ul.fil js :tmd tr'am~ C~"nds t ho OJ.d, so with t he 

~ronhr->t ~~d th~ ~oli 6iOUP. in C~n SFP Fifuil~ritiPB 

f unct ion of tho q o lig1ouP r~rid~P morr.> in tho lifP of --
h(o> l&'"l.:J utt~.r. . 

HoforP ,50int; on t o J iP cu8e th~ tc- rr.norA 1 c ontr i bu-

t ton of th~"' :3_.e-l i g i ous l if~ mor"' fully , ,rp mus t f or th~ 

tilt:> ~-.rorld , t bco fl , eh ) and th~" dr->v11 , aad a n i nd ication 
~~~ ~ 

o f t \'1, lo•r~ t'!')bb of tho T .. rholP ~~lifr.>) of th~'> ~r1od . 

Ho:,.,r the-n can i t b P ariU"'d th~1t thP .~ll c.;ious Li f t'!) has 

a continu:l :L l"'~r::>ohPtic function to fulfil\ , \'lhon 1t le 

obvious tha t it h~a so ot' t rn lamr->nt3bly f;.l. il~d to ful ­

fil~ t hi a funct i on? This qu~s tion i s t hco r~s ult of 
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inoorrfiii'Ct t hink1n0 • Th,_ Ol d Toet aruant tPllA us t ha.t 

n Jf11"' ·.n::1 t ·,.., .a::.tnuf tton .,-:· 

1?1t 1 ' h~'?0'1.r1t1c··l ~ult, .. { If 

t.~ •t t:Jn -~i) ):"l·~tf' n··t:l q funotion tJ !'u:..;.· 4.1/ ln :ar::t~l . 

T.l .t. t-ll~-> ;·.li].t'\,1 t~ ('uli'll/ ~to~ t.im~:.- l i:.1 flO ulonraof 

o ::' t"'litl, ~t\t ;n,..r"-!.J •n l11~lt.>!':r_,~,l r')roor j:: t.:1 ... r::.~ot ot' 

s l l'l 1 .j th.D f'.l.~.; t.h'"'t rn·_-: .. n ;tn t:• :!l.':i'l'-lt··_.Jr:: ... :~love 
G .... i , 1:Ltt t h'lt t1('1 i'l."t',lLV'L1t.l~, uw•r' t~li.'t !'~"'1()Ul to ~u.o -

t .!. fl • l'c~A ._o:_"'.ii:;:'lOUZ i.., j_ -;_ .. 1') l1".!=1 U t~'infi'.)L~ •j_ fUtlCtl011 t O 

.f'v."~ j·~ l \ , tnol1,::;r1 •·.:.t t'~tnoc 1t t'l<>~~ u'l.ii!OP'i., IWUlnl •·t Ply 

f· l•J "'-> i111r1.1\ lt~ funnt~Dtl• Y., t lV''v~r·, in ;;:o.y '1.S·0 • 

v ~w::: :>r n:>;.•nrty, ch"E<t,1.ty 1 1nd ')t;r·n.~n'!"", 'iX'"' t'r'')pb~tio 

witil"'· .. OI"'~ t.~ ttl.~ r··:1unoi:;.ti'1n 1 1jll)ru·ln.l,..'l or r'Vtt<f'y 

Clu"1nt.~.:-n., of th"" -IOl":.J. tn,. l'l"='at1
1

.ui..:! tr."' !l~vil. Not 

,.,;;...,, ]":.J'il""' 1:-~ c ~ ll,.,~1 ttJ uv ,.~ .... t f'i·" 'l")~rt.1cl.llilJ'' r""fJl.lnoi3.t!.oona 

mn:3'· t.y t:-t"" ~ll~tnuF: , but I!'V"t'yon~ i c"~ll,.,) t) !'"!'lV'-' 

tn~ wlll t o m~k- ~ny 1nd ov• r v r anunciqtion Which God 
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1~ n:> O>Jmnl"omi9tt"> .tn th~s-a · .. tor'~JS ol' (;ur- ·~or"'J. Thlf:\y do 

not 'i}'\').!1 of' O:)Ul"'::', thnt ~lyrrr~n A!~"' ~'1!1t t~ b ... onn-~y~d, 

but th~ J d:) I!Jt.'~tl ;,l tb'lt <)nyt:1in~1hi•~!'} C""O~).ffi"'!' Cl"'::trly 

s.t1J a0ac)lut~ly .. ' b·u"r1nr be t 7!< ... -on i.i"! ... r~oul '-\nJ ~od must 

thr~ ~1ft~ o:? ,~k:d to U1"i 1~1 II iitlr> thr.>t !.a:t.i{ ..... ttl Jl~d th~ 
( I b) 

h .,rt of' :1mn " but t.hi~ :E1~"t tt1e jl.!Dh:.:>ll•:, b,..o au s"" of 

hi l ·:"''1Jmnos • 'Jhrn.tl1 not ""l'lj~y. H"' mu:•~~r b~c~~ :1 tot:al 

abflt::t ln,.r~ juot ~ls otr1,rs h:w~ tn1.~i"' th..,rr.f:1elv~~ ~unuche 

forth~ ~~ 1n0J·:-.n·n ·~ ~(] .t{"" . (11 ) ·rn~ ~.i.1_1-:Ju~ Lit"", 

c1J.~cu!l1Acr·1b~"~•.'l by th"" v·~.ws ot t)ovo~~rty, ·.~tn'!! t1ty1 and 

Ob<">::i l"'n C~~'> t 1A ~t ;~ tt1'l4 HS t~ th.., f~u:rt. t~l ., t ..i01 111 n~'t 3l-

th"' ~:....trrj '' ( 18 ) "taa to n.3v~"~ th"" fdth ·"~li.~t1 is .s.bl"' to 

r~:?.·~on~1 ' 't:'l;)U,~h .1~ ~ l.,y !ll""t y "t t '!t ill I ·tru!lt Hi m" . ( 11 ) 

lh ,1 t:t m'in .,.;11.11n...}ly ~- n1 f ully a.b~nuv n'"' tu .. hcrn""' of' all 
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t his I'IOrld cann()t risf' U"'J and ohoko the s <'ll.:>d which God 

has plantocl in his hn1rt { ~0 ). 

all phyaic~l ~lo~Pur~s is voluntqrily r~nouncPd by 

t akin6 a vow of absoluto ch~8t1ty . thon t ho sins of 

our· fallr--n world, c1.nn~t .::;Rin n. foott1old in thr-- soul 

of th.,.. man or woman who l::c-.o-os this vc-:f'l. ':lh.e-n th<') vow 

of obE>d lr--ncr.:> ie fro-.:. ly ace~ nt-=-d, eo tt1~ t not only 1~ 

God - in~pir.o1, ~~J to a ~uor--rio r ~8 sot by Go~ in his 

eo~t of ~uthority, for tho s~nctific~tion of tho Roule 

!LUlP of th~ f_un~r1or, thr-.a tho D~vll CAnnot tornnt a 

:t'a.tth·~'ul l\!!'l lt,iom~ to 9in , br tHJ.U8e:> all 8 1n is simnly 

Of C'Jure~ thiP do""s not £nP8.f1 to C?>•"-Y th~t -q~l1gious 

s.or ious than forn1cat ion, O'-'C~U8 P adult,.ry :tnvolvPs 

of ''"'nee. . 

From th1f:' noint thn ·rr.:-mnorr!l :-l.nc t:io Tomnorary 
__.. -

contributions tond ta morg~) ~nd it is difficult to 

knon a clor>. r - cut 81"\'08.1" ~, t ion b~C!tu~nn tho m !11 thou5h w~ 
S'~a. ·rc 

\14-bl f3nd"' .'1Vour t~ do so . In '..:.ho tompor:t:. Pnhor..o, vlh~H'e 

OUl' · ' aJV~"'rsary th~ d~"'vil cn"th f.l.t)QUt '10 ·'1 r'O.!:lr'inf5 lion, 

P ~'"'king \·Thom h~ m1y dovour'' {a. I ) and ;Ji'1r:> ro, a 1 though 

Sat an has be:-on conquf)rr->d by th"" do1th :tnd Ro~urr>Act1on ._.... 

of Otlr1st, thr> r,..,sults of t:v~ 1'11.11 o:t' m1.n At'r-> n ot 

.ora-1 1cat,.,d , !l.il d \·1ill;1ot bA .=-radic3.t-=>d u~1til thr-> con­

summation of all things ; tho Chur-ch muAt 1'11l(5P constant 

warf!3rr-> aga1nef in and a ll thP other rr->s ul t s of the 



fall. nnd tho ~ol1g1ous~1f~ is call~d to bo in the 

forefront of thls battle. 

to \Jod , ~r, tn9ni ·:"old. It is no '"'s i blr- that non~ of us 

:n''\ f ully awC:L.C<"' or a.ll th!lt has br-,..n lost by man's 

rt'Jaction of God, juat as wP cannot be f ully awar~ in 

thiS 1 if a 1 01' t.hP ~lory that 8.\18.1 tS US i!l h,_aVAn 3.S 8. 

r(')eult of thP r.od.arnotion wrought bv· Jnsus Christ. But 

th~' bibl,.., a.nd our own obaPrvation from within the 

Chrie t ia.n lif11, do tPach ua some of th~ r ...,eui.ts of thflll 

f:All . A.1llong th"'rn is d""ath ''Th~ wagr-oe of s 1n is daath11 

( ~~ ) and with death goos aickn~~s and die~asP. AnothPr 

rne ult is novorty. Our Lord rnmind•d his fo llOWPrS of 

thls whr:tn tiP said ''Th,. ooor navc:a ya al11·~ye with you" 

i. l~ .) • AnothPr r,sult i::1 i e:norancr-o. This. our Lord 

r r.>cognisf-)<1 whan He nrAynd '' to'a.thP!' for'g1 v,... thP m, f or 

th--y kuov/ not •If ha t tho y do'' (~4 ) and ignorancA 1s not 

only in dull noes of thP 1nt~~'llP.ct, but also of th~ 

mor·al anJ aPs t.heotic undnrstan.a1n~. .~. ... atur~~" too is fallP.n. 

~o thin~ing Ohr1stt~n can seriously claim th~t it is 

nart of God' s will that nnturc should o~ ~rod in tooth 

and claw'' ( l ~ ) or tha t th~ 1'loode and droueht e which 

caua~ so wuch havoc in naturP and t o tna 11v~a of ~n 

ar~ 1n accord9ncP with th~ Div1nP nurnosP. St Paul 

t Plls ua ''Tna t th.:- whol4:> creation groPntath and trava 11-

Pth!l and thP 6 ld t Pa t a.mPnt pro-pbocy look~d forward to 

thn t1m..:a whon man 'ln d n'ilturo s hou ld uo rPCor.tc11Pd, 

whPn " thP lion wou ld 111'\ down with thr.:o 1:-lmb'' , and 

childr.,.n could nlay car"' f roa.ly n~gr An ::dtPS :'ln d s corp~one, 

wh.,.n thby woulJ not hurt nor d~stroy in all J od ' s holy 

ruounta ln "lind tho Parth a hal l b~ full of th!!o know1Adg8 

of Jod ••th~ wat <>re oov~r th~> B~>a''. ('2.1., ) 

To a lmost all theoso roeults of tho f~ll, tho 
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R"lltlou~ li:n b~s . nr~ctic~llJ from its inc~ntlon, -

i~t R"~l61oua ordPrS from v~ry ~arLy ti~e b~gan ..--

t b." b:1.ttl'» ag3.ins t th~ r''"'sulta of tr.tP> Z:~ll . In thA 

t im'· of tuo d~sPrt f3thora •,;o r ·"H:id of th""'m tr--nd 1ng thA 

sick, !tnd dr-fond1n6 thP faltn agains t errors which 

of :r0ynt w~ !'~" a:oJ.Q t n s uuo..i..y corn to atarv 1ng c 1 tiPS. 

BnnPalct 111aC1:- wor·.,t in th~=> fiP.lds p1:trt oi' his rulo , and 

in lo:t.~.!· -1.0 r--c th'"' .m.iss iona.ry monks Ji.:t 1UUCll t,o mR.k~ th~ 

b ll:C'!'·"'n r.-ar t.-1 or ltlg f orth aound'!tntly . ln thP dark agAe 

crE=!a.to..t•s of tnP ~·qatPs t ·..;orka of a.x·t, and f'rom th~ ir 

eonolare . 1 hP noor alwQyA lookod tc th~ mon4StPr 1~s 

for pi.~otP.otlon , Tnd in moat .ttg10e tht' mon;-1.stnr110e sun~­

pli~u it. ThP titlP ~ ls tPr, now 01v~n to trqinod nursPe 

of ~biiity , sho~e tno monas tic or1clin of th18 c~r~ for 

th .., e l cl<: . Tbr-- rnat=>mnt1.\in of' natur,... , >'~hich 1o shown in 

th" et ::.a t a oriculturA. l ·..tvrk of SC tO"UlY monas t.oriPS , 

w .e ,_:> iva-n an adJ.1 tion:-1 1 fac.!.ot ln t~1r. C ·;)t;lill~ of St Bra.noie, 

th.l't pt·~f ~Jil salnt o.! anlmH . .is. Alw'iya • tt1r•oughout thA 
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Rf'!l ·l.1,31•JU'1 aommun!ti~ B h~l7):~,;10 tnP 1.10.::>r•, t"'n~l1ng thE? 
--- -

sin, t:·1r· ~arly .uon£s jLl mueh to .t:~:ru'l d t~1~ ·.;r':).rJ:r.!On of 

A.Ut'lcul·'·r' c;::> n f'r.~t ion, .vhic.:-; h~H~ b~tl"'fit·~p:;i countl.osa 

nu ;:alJ,;:.rs in th..., 1 if, o f th~ Ghurch, s.nJ from th.:> cloist~r 
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1 ... 11-:;icul'! Li·~'r.- to ttl,.. 11:l'"' of thr:- Ghul'0\1 • 

11 :(lOI:'O~"''Ir.or- lll ov.r SociPty, waioh ··iP JcsirP to 

honJur ~'.lith ti1~ n·:m.o oi' SP~UA , ~\'1en"'r-. to fight for 

~ ... ::r.·J :;nly , ::1nd th~ Church his vt:~ry r.nounP , und...,r thfl9 

;opP o~ ~OL~ . tn~ ~t.,~ard of Uhrist on PHrth, aftor 

s1m for th~ ct~r~n~o ana oro~sgatl~n Jf tao fa ith and 

thn -9d\if1nC""':unnt 0f souls 1.1.1 ,J o.r·is ti a.n. lif~ ~nd doc-

t .£·1n"'• by tH~~Jns of' nubli.c -orr-~anlno. r .-.ild ine.,; , and 

.,.~.:.rl.~ o"'v.or othP!' :niniatry o~ th-=- ~:;::>rJ o:t' Jod, and 

e ulrit~~l t~a1nia6 , ta~ instructioa of ooye and of 

t~.,. ibaorant in th,:t. Christian i?a.i t:..:1, a'bovP all thti!-

P r1ir itu n. l C-:)nsvln.tion of tn~ faithful on,.s of Christ, 

i'! f1"'~l"h13 c:mf"891on.? :u1d in :1.:lm1nist ... r1.ng thP oth'"'r 

a ~C.!.':l,u""!lts: _\.nJ n.:me> tnt'\ 1.-.sE fo.t· tu"' .t·r·c Jncil ia.t ion 

or' t:1"' Jiasl1"nt ~-tnd of t.;:.~el!> who ar~, L1 nri~:;ons or 

h )R ---1t.·1.lo, l,... t. hl.n sno .'~ ll:lt09"\\l' of s~'"~rvio"' ln nioue 

h -lo ~ nJ ~lnl£try , anj otnrr acts of charity , to b~ 

i~· , ~ <;; tt ~~~rr.o , a n.'l.th to rl:c:>~n ·~e for.~ l1ls r:.yoe for• as 

lo.tg :-ta i:.o <:~h~,ll liv..-. , ·•n.Jlo f'o l.lo·.o~ 1lt:1 .'li? iiho l~<' 



77· 

call1no ·" ( t, ) 
But thA mll1n t~mT)oral contribution which the 

~·11giou~ 11r~ ~k~A, not only to th~ Church, but also 

to th~ world, is in ht!!>r oont1nua.l int~rcjl!:!lseion on 

bAhalf of both thA Church and thP world. Th~ r~oitat-

t~ro~, s~xt, non~ , and comnlino, to~Pth~r with thP 
( 

d~r1ly ofP~r1n ~ of thtl> lioly s~cri fie•, Rr• th,s 1nnor 

coro around which tho wholP of th~ R•l1s1oue' lif• is 

built, (thiA iA not trutl> of ~11 ~·ltgiou~ Qommunit1•s, 

but it is tru~ of moRt) qnd thin m~ans th1\t a. continua l 

etr•~m of 1nt~roAAe1on 1e risin~ day and night from 

~lig1ous ~ommunit1oa all ov~r tho world that· th~ 

t•mnoral n~ods of thP Church may b• mAt. 

Th• D1v1n• Offio• is built around t h• r•o1tat1on 

or th~ T'lf' ::tlms t ~nd thPOO by th~ frP.1UPnt r'-'CUrr~nCP Of 

ui" may at first gl ano• sllllom 1ndividual1st1o. ( ~o 0 But 

th• "I" r~f•re to th~ wholo of Iera•l, v iowod in 

diff~rtl>nt ~snoots, ~nd w• muet not forg~t th~t th~ 

Pe~ltor w~A tho hymn-book of thP olj Ier~•l, cont1nu~lly 

usAd in ~ublic worshin. Th• ajd1tion of thP. Gloria 

tr~neforma thPSP ne~ lm2 into Chriet1nn hymnn, qnd thA 

p~t1t1onR mad• in th~m ~ro not :)nly for th• 1nd1vidua.l 

who rPoitAs th•m, but for th~ whol• Church . Tho 

7uohar1st, an~rt from a ll ita othPr glories , is of 

coure~ th,., br'oatAet act of int~rc•eeion that th• Church 

can mak•, ~nd this ~ ct of 1nt•rcoss1on 1e madP. daily 1n 

most ~~~~~1 1gioun .Qommun1ti~A. 

ThA r •mporary Contributions 

To ~k• th1P oh~nt~r comnl•t~, 1t i s noc•se~ry to 

g ivP a br1~f aurv•v of tho w::ty in which thP Roli~ioue .- .._ 

~fo h~R mot tho nood~ 1n tho Church in difforont ag~s . 

Th• no~de hqvo d1fforod, ~nd the ways in which thPY 
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<:t<r !J.. 
ha.VP ~~~~n m,..,t hav,.:o diffor,.:od. 1o houo ~ WP w4l-l bP. 

ablP to avoid giving mArPly a uott,.:od history of monas ­

t1oiAm, ~n~ if th!:l.t 'is thA irnnr-=-se1on conv<l!'y-,.:od, it is 

not intPnd,.:od·. ··rhqt WA ar.e trying to do 1e to rPoount 

history, ~-not the wholP of monastic history, but 

only thoso qenActs which dA~l with thP diffpront 

situation~ ~s thoy aroa,, and tho anew•r found in thPe~ 

eitu~t1onP within tho r.eli gioue lifP. If what f~e 
TLt;"" ~ '1 a.. 

~o~n~e t1ko ~ottod-n1etory, ~PmembP~ ~ 1e but bri~f 

" rPVif!"w of history from a enoc1~.1 angl,, and with a 

limited nurnoeo - to ~how tho temnor~ry contributions 

which tho Rol1g1ous 11fP h~ s mqd-. to tho lifo or th~ _._ 

Church. 

BPforP tho Doeert F~th•rs, wo h~vo 6limpa~e of 

th• monastic movom~nt, but no olo~r or ordorPd hie-

tory. Thoro ·w•r- P.Vidontly aocl,.:oti~e of widows in 
. ~0-'.,_ 

Now T•staiDAnt t1~s, a.nd t>hilin tho Doa.con h~.d S:P¥e:n 

daught,.:ors who uronhoei•d. St Paul advoc~tAd celibacy, 
St-

and it is uo~siblo t0 rAgard~John thP B~ntist as the 

f1ret Christian eoltt~ry. ( ~\ ) But with tho d0 R0 rt 

fathP.re tho ~n~stic movo~nt hqd its eroatoet impetus, 

or ~·rhans it is bottor to say thqt wh~t wqe to bA- · 

its grofi.toet 1mp,.tua for tho ~sort ta.thors 'floro not 

strictly · e~oaking tho found~ra of th~ Mon~st1c .mov~~nt 

nnd thP R~ltgioue L1f~ ~a w~ know thPm today. ThPY -

RAlv~e, and 11k~ tho nronhote of old, th~y w~r~ mPn of 

oXtrPmoe. SoPk1ng to osc~~o ono orror th~y ofton fell 

into th~~' onnos ito Prror, and tho c~lm and no~.co and 

ord~~tr,..d 11 fo th~.t 1~ tho norm of monRetor1os tod ~Y, 1e 

not ofton found a mong theao startling JP.rom1~he and 



Tn~ a g• of ~reacut1on h~d ~ndPd w1tb thP 

nl3c1ng of Ohr1st'e nymbol on th~ nt~ndard or· Con­

stantin-. ~h-noaforth th• Church h~d b~,n flood~d 

by thP world . Its n~wly~d1ecov•r~d po~ular1ty l~d 

thouennda to th~ w~t~r~ of ba~t1A~1 ~1thout .~y clnar 

und.-rstand 1ng ..,r 'lih,t they wt~tr48 doing , 'Uld th~ totQl 

oo~m1tt~l to ~hri~t which th•1r 1m~r~1on 1mnl1•d . 

Tru~, many, l1kn 0onatant1na h1 me•lf, d,.l "lY""d bant1ern 

tlll th• no1nt of d•ath, dae1r1ng thnt th•ir r~~t 

Ahould bP f1r~ly nl~nt~d b~th in th,. Kingdom or God 

" nd th• K1n0dom of man • ~n~eafllA, more-. honaatly, b•­

e~ue~ th•y r~~red th~ cona~iu•na~a of noet-bant1em~l 

e1n. Though the Oro A led thn Roman le61on~ into 

batt.l• • and WM! rq1s~'>d on hi gh • yet ite 1mnr1nt 1n 

tn~ h•~t~ of. th~ now conv,.rte w~e w,. k , t ti~P. al­

most 1nv1a1bl~. Thn world by 1ta f a leA ~rr~ct1on v~a 

b~t01nn1ng to s wamn tho Church . Th" thornP h"'d 111nrung 

unto oh~k, th~ P~•d. It looked a 1t th~ Church wae 

triumnhant ~nd v1ctor1oua on •v•ry A1d•• but in r~~l1ty, 

1 t :t'ac,..d a t~at morn s .. v•r~, b·""O"lus• mor• AUbtl~!>, than 

it h~d f~o~~ 1n th~ ng~ of n•renout1on ~nd th~ m~rty~A. 

So God rq1R~d un th~ d~aPrt f~thore, to nro~h~ y, by 

"ronh~cy h~d not Pnded with th~ com1nQ of Christ, but 

1n His myot1oal Body, Th• Church, 1t t a kds a n~w form. 

Amons tho t~1thful Chri~tiqns ~~r~ mRny who h~d 

long~d tor th$ ~r1v1lng~ ~nd crown of m~rtyrdom. Now 

th• onnortunity was naat, but th~y found an ~nAw•r in 

lnad1ng a d1ec1nl1n~d and ~so,t1o 11f~t in prot•st 

~g' 1n~t th~ Churoh which w~e b•ing oorru~t,d. ~~n w• 

eU&gA t th~t th~y w•r• th~ f1rat nrot~atante? or th~ 

nronh~te of prot~~t~nt1em? Th,.AP • ar l y ~sc~tics w•r• 

o-.,mnoe•d ~tlmoet •xolueivtt~ly of l aym-n, It w·,s not to 
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~ th~ only ti~, though n~rhqns it w~e th~ first on 

a larg~ s calP , whftn a faithful laity ~PrA to bring 

back thP. Church to th~ p1th 1t was ordqin~d to tread. 

(It 1s thiA r~ourr1ng fqct of th~ l a ity a t t1mPa 

taking thA lo~d both 1n godl1n•es and orthodoxy which 

i s a ~raot1cal d1e~roof to thoori~s which allow 

authority on faith g,nd morqls to rAe1dA eol~ly in a. 

nopjll>, or 1n th~ on1scona.tiD, or ~viDn 1n thP olor1c.) 

In Romo , wh~n 1t w~A boing n1llag~d and ~luni~r~d 

by th~ ar1in Barbar1":l.nR, Church!C!s 11•rt:t rosn~ct~d, and 

th~ d•d 1oat~d 11VAS of holy v1rg1ne ,,taro not in many 

1nstano•s. v1o1Rt~d by th,. luPtful invt~dP.r. HolinASB 

of lif~ h::tE\ in it th~ now~r to Of.! 11 forth a. r~:>snonBA 

of B:dmir :;tt1on / .rmd r,.,AT'lAOt, PV"'D from thOSA Wh09A liVAS 

a.r _. a-nnar~ntly not gov,.rnAd by any standard of morality 

(3~ ). In tho midst of barbarian invasion~, qnd a 

church torn by thA nara~y of ar1~n1Am, th~ monks r~--
ma1n•d unafraid and orthodox, thPy w•r,. bulwarks of 

thA Church, and aft•r tho f ifth century monasticism was 

d_.~tinPd to ~mPre~ mor~ co~lAt~ly from th~ r•trAat 

which it h.t:!d foun.f.l 1n tho dae'-"rte, n.nd which h~d l~.rg(laly 

bAP.n a ~rjll>paration, to con~uPr And oanturP for Christ 

th,. ovP.rthrowArs of th• Rom~n ~mn1rP. ( ~~ ) Although 

thPy w•r,., not a cl~r1c~l but ~ l ay movAm•nt, yPt many 

had bo•n almoRt forcibl7 ordR1nod, and from th•1r ranks 

camP most of th~ gr~atA~t B1ehons of th~ Church, such 
. -

~e Basil , Chryeoetom, A~~~st~nP, and Martin of Tours, 

~nd many of tho •arly doctors of th• Church. 

·ath th~ coming of Ban•d lot of Nure 1a , monflstio1em 

b~oam• rcgularieod and ord•rcd in thA WPet. St Athana -

Pius hqd donA much to makP it no~ular, ~nd s t M~rt1n 

of Tours h~d c~uend it to snrA~d w1d•ly , and rAator•d 

monasticism to nubl1c f~v our, but th4rP was no rul~ 

that w~a uniVPrsally a oo~ntod or obAyPd in thP WP-st. 
~\.0~(~ 

ThA C~ltic monqstcr1~~ h'!ld la rul~, !tlnd h."~d engagAd 
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1n missionary activity r~r and widP. . Among th~ most 

famous of th~ c~ltio Missionary- Monk-Saints ar~ 
. ------ ___.----. 

K?-tfatrick -l·a-~iumba . 11.nd C Ninia~L Gr adually, how~v~r, th~ 
I _______.. 

rul- of B~n~d1ot bocqiDP univ~rsally aoo~ntAd in tha 

w,aet, Just as St Basil h.!ld ordP.rcd monAsticism ln the 

Fast. Althou~h the aim of m~ny of th~ early monqstio 

tounda.t1ons wa.~ not nr1mR.r1ly m1Pe1onA.ry, but rath~r 

th~ s~~king of eolitudA, yAt th~y w-.r~ ~e b~acone SAt 

on a hill which could not bo hid, and crowds soon 

so that Chr1et1"1.n1ty WR.A oft•n snrA~d 11nd h.-rosy 

checked not by thA monk s~~k1ng th-. hA~thAn 13.nd hPrP.tio, 

but by tho h~athon soAking out thA monk. But the 

contribution m~do by thA monk was not only in tho 

enh~r- of oonvPrs ion from hAf.t.thons1m or horPsy - ToynbeP 

commPnte ttTh,. BonPdictino ordor not only turnod thP-

tidP. of economic 11f~ in Italy, it also ~rforMPd in 

modi•val Tr~ne~ln1nP Europ~ th~t etrPnuous p&onPor work 

of ol,.a:r1ng foroete, drg.lning marshj(\~~nd or&ating 

fi1111lds and nq.E~Jturj!las which w~s norform•d in North A~rtoa 

by thA Fr~nch and British b~okwoodeman. ( 3~ ) H~r~ 1e 

that r•dom~tton of n~tur~ of which WP enok~ ~~r11~r. 

On• of th• srA~t~et t~moorary 'contribut1ons which 

monast~r1~e madP to th~ Church ~nd th• world during 

thA ~Pr1od bPtw•~n th- Fall of RomA and thP. R-.na1seanoP. 

was tho. nr•eorvat1on of l•arnin6• 

Apart from tho scholq,rs 1t nroduo~d, 1t nrPe~rv~d 

th,a litcr~tur• of th• B1blP, and pq1nst~k1ngly conij!lad 
/Uit'<-1 t. ~ 

out manuscripts ,{ which \-JPrP. b.o~.utifully 1llumin::~.tod . 

·11th th• 1nv~nt1on of nr1nt 1ng this t~mpora.ry contri­

bution of tho ~oligious lifj!ia c•aa•d, but th~ works of 
w;q ("}."-. ((_~ h !; 

its scholars eo~w~r•aoh a w1~•r . group. Among~ 
ft..__ ifl"-Y llo.a.cl;./i'>c..( )L\...c:> leu.<> bsff>l'\ ft.... G-(<i. J), ftrt "'-~ ~ 

" w•rP Alcu1n, who w11.f! tho ID"\1n lint&ll~otual foro• in tho 
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r~v1val of l~arnin~ 1n thP days of Charlomq6Qo• John 

Scotus rrr1gPna, a nroduct of th• Irish mon~st~rioa; 

~neolm, a product of tho mon~et~ry of ~o, whoso gr~at 

work '•l"!ur Doue Homo" is still d1scuee~d at length in 

modP.rn books of theology. vh~th~r we asr~~ with it 

or not, it o~nnot bP ignorPd; AbPlard, who, thou gh 

not or1g1n~lly q monk, ~c~mo a monk aft~r b-ing robbod 
' ,, ot his manhood ~e a roeult of his lov~ for Holo1eo. 

Ho w~s UR~~aaty tho moat acut~ 1ntollect5of h1e age; 

yot nArbsps th.o work of ··11111a.m of Chamnoaux, hie dfl! ­

foatod riv~l, WRS ultim~t~ly of mor~ l~eting worth, as 

1t nroducAd, from tho ~bboy of St Victor, thA fqmoua 

B~rnard of Cla1rvRux. who Qom1n~t~d h1e ~ Lqtor 

WP havo Albortue Macnue, ~nd Thomape AQu1naa, both 

Dom1n1oane, ~d AlPxandor of Hales, and Bon~v~ntura, 

from tho Fr~no1soane. Duns SootuP., 1e tho Frqnc1soan 

rival to Aquinas tn faiDP as a !heologi an, but thoy 

also uroducod 1illiam or OckhGm, beloved of Anglicqns 

for his ~~neal t o a gonoral council as of moro authority 

that an ~o~o. ~11 thoep scholars, ~d th~ m~ny oth~re 

which tho monastariAB And fr1arios nroduooa, 1ntorpr~tP-d 

tho unchanging truth of Christianity to th~ Church of 

tho1r day. Part of whR.t they have ea.id rom~tna as a 

norman~nt contribution 1n thP !hcology of th~ Church, 

whil~ oth•r narts mot th- diffioulti~e of th~ day; and 

as ~ knowlPdg~ lnorP~e~d and conditione changed, thAir 

work was suporoodPd. ( 3~ ) 

Tho monks did muoh to snr•ad Christianity. 

Latour~tto ( ~b ) fools that thAy would have aoht-vod 

more 1f missionary activity had b~Pn thoir primary pur­

nos~. but I doubt it. In tho old Ieraol, ~xclusiv~noee 

wae a nPaoes~ry nrP• cond1t1on to Univ•renliam. Although 

in tho old Isrgol ,it boo~mo self-c~ntrPd, hard 1 ~nd 

• 



narrow, y~t in the N~w Isra~l AXclue1v~n~ss must rA-
' . 

main. Th~ pur1ty of th~ goe~~l must b~ mRAnta1nPd if 

th~ gos~~l is to b~ spr~ad. Y~t amm~ of th~ monks had 
c 

a dPf1n~t~ly m1~A1onary ~urpoa~, such as thosP which 

ea.~ from Ir~la.nd; nnd qleo) wh~n Hilc'lobrand bPoame Pone 

Gr~goryf monasticism was marshallAd 1n th~ sprAad of 

Christianity, and S~ltuguetin~ cam~ to Britain, for th~ 
s~ooif1c conv•reion of thP Britons. GrPgory also e~nt 

youths to monAetcrioo to b~ tr~inPd ~s mieeionar1os. 

Th~ orders hav~ throughout th~ ag~s don~ much of the 

n1on~~r1ng missionary work of tho Church, but of eoure~, 

this is a tPmnorary contribution, ~e one~ a land Am• 

bracoe Christianity, th~ work thAro bcco~s p~storal 

anc'l not missionary. ~lthough of ooursA thPrA is always 

a missionary ~lomPnt in all ~aatoral work. 

Th~ ~on• 1n a droRm saw Francis upholding a 

· tottPr 1ng Church, and thii'Jo grot:~t m~nd 1e(mt orders, th~ 

Frano1eoans r~v1ta11sP.d thP Church, witnAss1ng to nov~rty 

\.,hAn th• hi•rarohy hqd bccomji!O r 1oh and luxur1'oue. Th~y 

w~r~ intens~ly miRs1onary~mind~d. Th~ Domin1c~ne hol~Pd 

stamo out th~ growing h~r~~i~a of th• Church. Th~ 

Military Ord~re, which sprung up as a r~eult of th~ 

oruead~s 1nsnir•d by P~tor thP HArmit, rPvit~lisPd thA 

conco~t of tho Christian as ~ sold1-r of Christ. Part 

ot what thPy ~imod Bt achi•ving was roal1s•d latAr in 

th~ foundation of th~ Josuite, but alas, on• of thAir 

contributions SP~ms to haVP bA~n only t•mporary - th• 

growth of Chr1stia.n ohiv::~.lry • b•c 'lUSP. w• livA in an ag~ 

wh1oh has~ t:t.rgl!!'ly forgott•n that t Rot and wtnso~n•ss, 
nolitAnPss and g~ntlon•se J arP Christian v1rtuos. 

ThA J•eu1ts, und~r thA t~ch1ng of thP.1r rigorous 

found•r, St Ignatius Loyola, did muoh to stem thP t1dP. 

of h~r•sy which wnA growing on tho oont1n•nt. From 
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our own vi•w~oint w~ m~y b•l1~v~ thqt th~ R~formation 

was a 'vit~l outnour1ng of th~ Holy Spirit' or ~n 

'Unm1tigat~d TragPd,Y'. . I do not think P1th~r vi~w 
('<t.v..~ "'(u.ll.. £.-.r~~ l " C\.<.v-1 ~.....:, ' tu(~ ..... '(..~~) 
~ll-ftold ~a~, but it is c~rtainly tru~ that with 

snr•ad of h~r~sy ~nd antinomian1em ~nd a oomolAt~ 

d1er@gard for authority. Th~ Ohurch nP~dod a band of 

absolutoly d'dicat~d mP>n; qnd it found th•m 1n th~ 

J~eu1ts. ThA JPSU1ts havP b~Pn muoh abus•d by nrotPe­

t~nt historians, 1nd tnd•od thP Pon~ clos•d thP ord~r 

ror a pPriod, and h~e rP.contly 1esu•d what sounds 11k~ 

a r~buk• to tbem. This te bPo~ueP thP. fourth vow of 

th~ J~eu1t (of utt•r obod1Pnc• to th• Po~•), ~nd thPir 

t~aohing that if their eu~rior says that somPthing is 

black that annAars to th•m as whit•, th~y must say it 

is blaok, and that their senses dooAiVP th•m. H~r• 

th~ vow of obPdiPnc~ go•e wron3, b•caus• it giv•s to 

ro-n what oan only bP rPnd•rPd to God, and on~ns th~ 

way to a ll thA Prrore that. thA adj•ctiv• "JP.suitioal" 

has com• to connot~. YP.t th•ir utt•r obPdiPne• aas a 

mPane of st,.mming th• tid• of h•r•sy in th• ag• in whioh 

th•y liv•d. 

This l ast OPntury has s••n th~ r~birth and growth 

of monasticism in th• Anglio1n Church, and it snrang 

out of th~ growing coneoiouRnPea of thA Anglican Church 

of its catholicity, a consc1ousntoas· inep1rl!'d by thq 

Oxford movemPnt, and Anglicans OWP a gr~at d~bt to thP 

monastic mov~~nts within thPir communion ror snrto~ding 

thA knowl~dgA of th~ truA naturA of th~1r Church. Of 

cours~. within th• Anglican Communion, sine~ thP r~­

establ1shmPnt or th~ ~cligioua bif~, all th• t~mporal 

contribut~one ma.d~ by th• R"lig1ous LifP throughout tht~t .... _. ~ 

ag~s is one~ aga in b~ing m~d• within th~ Angl ican 



Communion, Th~ noor ar~ helnod - this is a work ~ar­

tioularly d~ar to th~ Franciscans at c~rn~ Abbas. Con­

tinual int~rcoe~ion r1e•e rrom th~ Abb~y of Nashdom, 

wh•rP th~ B~nod1ctin~s arP. oetabl1sbod. ThA Community 

of thP. Roaurr~ct1on dooa much in tho f1~ld of ~ducat1on 

~d missionary work~ At itA bo~dquart~rs 1n M1rf1Ald 

thArP. is a Thoological Collo6o, and also 1n RosAttonvillA, ' 
~ ~ 

South Africa. It b~gan St John's Dioc~san Coll~gA in 

Johannoeburg, and h~e dono much missionary work in 

South Africa and tho Rhodoeiae. ThA Pro~h~tio snirit 

of mon~at1ciem, which has largPly wanod in th~ Roman 

Catholio Church, hae h~d ~ rom~kablo roeurgoncP in 

our own dqy from within tho Angl1ca.n Communion, for 

Fath~r TrAvor Huddl•ston of tht:o Community of tho Roeur­

rAct1on 1~ nothing if not a Prophot, bringing tho -
~ssagP of God to tho poo~lt:o of South Africa, with a 

courag~ 1nsn1rod by Truth. ( 37 ) -
But thPro ~ro eigne of a roeurgPnc~ of tho r~lig1ous 

1-hs:... t.:ri-~ 
lifA w1th1n~protP.etant1sm 1taoif, for WA hav~ at lPaet 

a SAm~mon~et1ciem in th• Community of Iona, and mor~ 
t' 

Clfllarly in tho Communa.uto c\ E 
I 

TaizP, foundAd by 

Max Thur1an, in Fr~nco, and tho groun of GPrmqn eietP.rs, 

who ar~ all protnstante, yot havo a grPat v~nArat1on 

for our L~dy, and 11vo to m~kA r•paration for th• oru~lty 

·Of tht=o G~rmans to tho JAWB. ~ 'f'hosA oontAmporary 

mov~mnts 01rry 1mnlica.t1one which a.r~ b•st l,.ft till 

th~ last chapt•r of th1e book. But th•r• is ono tPn­

tativ• nronh•oy which I oqnnot hAlp ma~1ng at thA And 

of th1e chaptAr. It may b•, if th• R~l1g1oue k1fA takos 

firm hold 1n tho nrot•~tant Church•a, that it would b~ 

onP. of thA gr~at•et forcAe for th~~-union of Chriet•n­

dom; and that mRy bA tho groAtost of th~ T•mnorary Con-....._ 

tributione wbioh thA ~nl1g1ous LifA hqs to mako 1n our - ,.._ 

world today. 
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{37) "call of thP. CloistPr" by PetP-r Anson and 
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CHAPTiffi FOUR 

THE ETERNAL A.ND IN:JARD CONTRIBUTION 

This is the most imoortant and at th~ samP ti~ 

the. most difficult ch~.ntAr of this work. It is the 

most imnortant, b~C!"lUSP it d~als '.vi th th~ ~nduring 

contribution which thP rPligious life mqkPs to the 

lif~ of thP Church as a whelP. The contribution which 

continttPS whPn this agP is n~st; 13.nd y(!lt it is dif­

ficult, bPC 9.USt:'l it is imnoReibl~ to d&sa~ct thP 

RP.ligious, thP monk or nun or friar, from thC> !'tOst of -
the Church{ and say 11 hPr~ liPs your contribution, and 

it is a contribution which thP rPst of thP Church can-

not makP". '.vP ha.VP. hPrt:'l a tt:'lnsion, if not a n~radox. 

~'Te bPliPVP in a eacrPd Ministry, and Rlso in the. 

7y~ beoliovr.:o in tho Sacra--
b~liP.VP th~t God is not bound nor limitPd by thPm. 

Such th~n must b~ our att1tud(!l to thP RPli3ious LifP. -.-- -
''lhile WP bPli~ve and know thfl.t it hAs an etPrnal con-

tribution to makP, ye>t wo will not s~r.:ok to find in the 

:Bf'ligious 1.1fP any II!IXclus ivP rights. The> in'.vard and 

PtPrnal contribution of thP Roligious LifP. to thP life 
.--

of thP Church is not a contribution which it a lonP is 

PIDnOWPr~d to makP, or which it makP.s exclus1vPly, but 

which it ma.k,eas nrP-P.minantly, or in a. distinctiv..., 

fashion. BP.C "l USP it is 3 contribution, it OP.!tSPB to 

be a posse-ssion, it is somPthing madP over, offprpd, 

for the> ~nrichmc-nt of the- ,..,holP Church, and it C"'.lls 

forth r~s nonsP in tho livos of m~.ny mPmbe>rs of thA 

Church, Ao tha t Wr.> fin o1 mystics, solitarios , ascPtics, 

continua.l intr--rcoQ sor~ outs id~ the mdln.~.et~ry Wfl lle ae 

w/!)11 as within. 

tribut1on which th~ RPli5ious lif~ makP.s to thP Church 



and thP \'iorld in th~ t~mporal order, an order in 

which sin, t!>Vili !=!.nd dP~th art!> continulllly nrPs~nt 

roalitiPe. And wo dt!>alt, V!!>ry briofly, with thP 

diff~rPnt contributions which thP ~ligious life 

has madP, through th~ agPa, to m~Pt the Church or 

world~situation of thP timo. WP. now coiD!!> to assose 

its contribution in th!!> Atornal ord~r. ThPr~ is 

much Wf!> do not know about thP. Ptf!>rnal ordf!>r. 1:1P do 

not know, althougn we doubt strongly, whethPr Sac­

r aments and tho ministry abidf!>. ':lp do not EWPn 

know whPthPr eoxu~lity r~mains, and wo also c annot 

know WhAthor momb~rs of roligioue ordors will bf!> a 

snecial group in hoavl!>n. It doPe not spom lik~ly, 

but Wp IDUSt bPWarP Of judging What thP lifP of 

hoavon will bP liko from ~ priori concf!>~ts and cate-

goriP.S of thinking , cullod from GrPP.k Philosouhy. -
Our standard of judgmPnt must bP thP Biblo, and in 

pa.rt1cul3r tho a.ocounts of our Lord's rPsurrl!\ction, 

for HP is thP first fruits, and wo know that our Re--
eurrPction bodi!!>e will bP likP His ~ody, and that if 

WP arP f a ithful thP lifP thllt awaits us Wht!>n all 

things art!> coneummatod, will bo likP His lifP. It 

dof!>S s~Pm obviou~ howPv~r, that thPre will bP no nPf!>d 

for pronhPcy, or for tho nronhPtic ministry of th~ 

~Pli gious lif o, for thPy arA suited to tho tomporal 

ordPr of incomn1Pt1on, imnf!>rfoction , and sin. YA~ 

thP.rP. is a wqy in whic 1 all contributions m~do in 

thP. 0hurch's lifo horP ~nd now aro Ptl!>rn~ l. our Lord 

m.'OtdP onP a ll-suff1c1ont s.acrificP for sin in tim,.,, 

whAn HP, in loving obPd iencP, eufforod dP'Jth uuon the 

erose, and yot that ~~crific~ i s otorn~lly of f~rod 

and eho~·m forth in HPavon, and wo un1tr.> v-rith th'lt P-

tPrna l off Pring a t ovory EUcharist. By th~ ~rcy of 
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God it is th~ s~m~ with our actions. God will for-

giv~ sins and d~stroy sin, so tha t it will h~vo no 

otornql s1gnificanco, but our good actions, ~nd any 

s~.orificr-- wo m~.k.o, 1R join""d \'lith Christ's sacrifice, 

b~C~lUSo 1 t can only b~ donp IN Him - eo t h~ t ~v~n 

tb.~ 11ttlost act of huma.n kindn~ss don~ in Christ's 

na,mP gains ptornal a lgnificanc~ "In.q.s much as YP did 

it unto ono of tho l~a~t of tho8o my brAthrAn yo did 

it unto m~,.. ( ) But this is not th~ sort of qu~s-

tion \'fP arP trying to answer 1n thP first part of 

this cha:utPr. Tho (jUostion wr:> noso C'l.n bo phrasod 

in d ifforont ways - "How fAr dor:>s thr:> RPligious Lifp 

roflAct tho lifo of Hoavon?" " 'lhat ia thoro!!\ in th~ 

llfp of thP R~ligious which will abidP whon this agA ._-

is naest!'d, wh~t in his daily lifo and disciolino 

Firs t it 1s n~cr:>ssary to say th~t virtuPs do 

not c~aso to bo virtuoe/ but vier:> cPasoe to P.X iat. 

Virtuo is a uositivo valuo which doos not nood its 

o~nosito to givo it e ignificRnco And moaning. WhPn 
!}L... u.._ r.-\~ 

sin is no moro, thon WA ~ b~ able '~fully annr~­
(o 

cia tf'l, and not InAroly . undPrstand with tho intPllect, 
" what virtUP roally is. VirtUA is tho cbaractoristic 

of thP natural modo of 1 i fo for ma.n, thr.> l~w of man' e 

natura l lifA; but bocauso tho world is f:~llen, man 

is unnatural . Tho cardinal virtUPS ar~ s imoly tho 

naturAl rosnonso of mqn (th~t is a truo m~n, ~nd the 

only truo man w~ know i s Christ,) whon ho is confron­

tod by ov11. H~ is immodiatoly nrudont, c ourageous, 

just1 and tomnorat~, and in Hoavon, thPSo v1rtuPB aro 

m~roly facots of tho D1v1n~ Lov~ in which WP s h~ll 

livP, thP. Lov~ which on o~rth must b~ c~llPd not only 

LovP, but Lov~, Faith and HopP. LovA, our nrAePnt 
I 



t'lOSE!PSsion, faith, which looks bAck to th~ r~dPmption 

wrought by Christ, and honP, which looks forward to 

thP lif~ of hoav~n. (If, as I br-oliov~, ~tP-rn~l lifA 

in hoav~n Nill at1 1.l bA IDAdiP.tr--d to us through timP -

nPrhanA multi- dimPneionA..l timeo ( .2 ) thPn thP!'"' may 

bP a nlac~ for honP :;:md fA..i th, but thP grr--Htoet will 

bP. lOVf"'. ( )) I .(.O~ . t~ . t~ . 

But .qll thia ie too gPn~rAl. ':lP arP trying to 

narrow it down to a Anr->cific contribution, which, if 

not made only by th~ Rr->ligious, is ma dP. by thorn uar 
/2. 

PXCAllf-.ncr-> 8 or in ~- way 1vhich is of narticule.r and 

n~culiar worth to th~ Church. This P.tPrnal contri-

button is twofold. ~irst, the threoP vows of nov~rty, 

chastity , and obAd Vm~P h.a.ve:- a.n etP.rn.a l a suAct; and 

f=IPCondly, th~ community l1fA, contrPd a.s it is in 

ship of God in hP.av~n, and th"" n~turo of that wor-

shin. 

Up t1.11 now Wf> have bAPn looking at th~=> RP.lig1ous .... 
~ifP lR.r gAly f rom outs idP, or thP Aff~c ts th~y !'ro­

ducAd on thr-- historic ~ l situAtion of thP. outsidP 

world and th~ church around thr-> m, PXCP.nt wh~n we in-
~ 

VASti gatPd tho misundP.retandings from within thP 

Reli g ioUA L1 fe, ~.nd yot PVAn thon, WP WPr~ looking 

at noieone of Rn PXt"'rnal ori gin, which hqd beAn subtly 

filtf>rPd into Q_ommunity - lifP by thA _E.<:J. thP.r of 11os, 

8.nd WP only n ousPd briPfly to g~lZP at som~ of the 

Chamnione in diffr-orr-ont a goA who werp r a 1sod up from 

within thA r a.nk111 of thP ~ligioun to urot!'!>st, by word 

or dePd, a gainst thASP ~rrors. It iA now nPcPssary 

to go insidP. thf> monaF.It~ry, so thR.t Wt:'l may s""~=~ th~ 

otornal o oratribution, wrou ght out in thr-> daily lif~ 

of thP community, 8nd witnPf'SPd to in thP thrr->e:>fold 

VOW Of DOVPrty , ObP.d iPnCr-> l !lnd ChllBtity • 
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(."~ 
And to concludP thn chantPr WP w4~1 think about 

"-. 

th~ Inward contribution of th,:. R~ligious Li f,:., ~ ~ {s 
~-- ·-- ·--

contribution to th~ asc~tic and th,:. mystical way of 

life. But WP must s,:>VPrly limit our fi~rd, so as to 

g~t but an indication of wh1t is th,:.n normal routin~ 
{ it--

~. an avPrago monast~ry, ~nd look for a wh11P at a 

' ' f~w of tho writin~ of somP of Christondoms greatAst 

Saints and mystics who found th~ir 1nsn1ration with­

in tho r~ligious lifo. To do moro than this would 

nood volum~s, not ono short chanter~ but first the 

throt'='fold vows. 

ie havo said in an ARrlior ohaptPr that thA 

vows of Povorty, Chastity , and Ob~dienco worP n~rt - --- -
of tho temnora.l contribution mado by the .Religious 

Life to thP Church, bcoA.UBP it WR.B a constant witness 

to thP n~ed for renunciation in tho lifP of the 

Christian, a witnoss to thP fact that all mus t be 

willing to tako un thoir orosA and follow Christ . 

But this is a tomnora.l contribution, bP.C 'lUSo in hoa-

ven there will bo no Cross - tho n~od for ronuncia-

tion and tho carrying of tho cross is made nooossary 

by tho fact of ovilt and that fact will bo no moro 

wh-=-n this a.g,. is na.st. 

a.n et,.rnal asnoot too; 

But thP thr,.efold ~ow havo 
s>l.A tc 

in heavon WtA ,."w-1-:1:1 bo rich, 

not poor, but thP vow of ~ovorty toachos us that we 

~ossoss all things wh,:.n wo ~cknowlPdgo that wo have 

nothing - and in hoavPn our noo soss ion of all t hinge 

will bo poseossion, but nossossion by gift of God . 
~Q 

-.,~ w-4:-3:-11\. novor claim our rights in hoavon - b,:.causo 
~ G..c. \.(_ 

in hoav~n wo w!Ii havo no 'rights' - God owes no-

thing to us, wP dPs orv~ nothing f rom God, snd yot hP­

rrePly wills t o giVP us all things , and thP freo 

and humblo a.oc,enta.nc~ of hie gJ.ft of a.ll things to 
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us should begin to be one of the chi~f asncots of 

our joy on earth, ~s it will be in hcav~n. This th~n 

is thP ~tPrnal contribution of the vow of nov~rty 

which shancs thP life of thP Efligious. It is a 

witness to the 'Pnulinto truth 11 As having nothing , yAt 

~ossPssing all things 11 
( ~ ) and to th, words of Our 

Lord "ThAy thfl.t savo their lives shall lose them, 

thPy that losto thtoir lives for my sak~ and the gos ­

nPl's shall save thPm11
• ( 4- ) 

ThP vow of Chastity. The vow, which in its tom--
noral asnPOt, is thor~ to keen lust at bay, in its 

ct~rnal aancct witncssPs to purity and singleness of 

heart. If thorP ls neither ma.rriag,o nor giving of 

marriage in heav~n, it is eQually true th~t there 1s 

neithPr spinsterhood nor bachelordom, but WP , as 

mtomb~rs of thP body of Christ, ar~ wov~n into that 

rPlationshin of Love, Lover1 and Beloved which 1e thA 

inner life of thP. Holy Trinity. And that lovP. is a 

Unity in Trinity, ~nd in tho Godhead ~ unity in Mul­

tiplicity, in thP members of thP. Body of Christ. 

TharP is no dross or t arnish in that LovP. - no taking 

without giving , no no~s ess1on without b~ing noseesscd, 

no victory \>11 thout surrender. So it is chas te, bP­

o ~usP it is pure, but not in HP.avon pu~by abstinenoP, 

but pur~ boc ~use it is whole, single, direct and com-
/ 

accompanied by stress. Fv~n in thP. lifo of our Lord 

WP. find this stress. In the Garden of GPthsomanc, hP 

nrayP.d "Tt'athor, if it be noseiblo let this cun pass 

from me, ncvcrthplese, not what I will, but what Thou 

w111Ps t be done", ( S ) a.nd hto was b~thed in bloody 
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swPat~ th~ anguish was so gr~at. But in h~avon, 

ob~dionc~ 1e th~ lnw of our 1 if~, ~nd it is p~rt of 

th~ Sonshiu which we h~v~ by adontion and incoruora-
~ 

tion into Christ it do~s not inhibit freodom, but 

is the very condition of fro~dom. EVen 1n this life 

1/le discov~=>r that law and fro,.,dom arP two asnPcts of 

th~ on~ thin3 . ThP anglic~n collPct PXnros&PS 1t wPll 

when it says 110 God who art thP author of pPace !lnd 

lov~r of concord, in knowlPdg~ of whom standeth our 

otornal lif~, whoso s-rvico is norfect froodom; 

dPfend us thy humblP seruants in all assaults of our 

~n~m1~s, th~t WP cur~ly trusting in thy d~fPnco, may 

not fear thP nowor of any advProari~s, throu gh the 
(b) 

might of J~sus Christ our Lord." or as Christ Sf-\YB 

ln th~ BiblP "Tak~ my yclt'-"' uncm you, for it is oasy, 

and my burd~n 1a light", ( 1 ) It is this froodom 

through ob~dionc~ to which th~ R~ligious Lifo is a 
.--

witness in tho Church throughout the agos , and it is 

PXomolifiod in tho 11vos of many of the SRints of 

the cloist~r. It is also truo of many of the members 

Of RAligiOUS ordPrS WhOm WP IDPP.t, thoir liVPS SPAID ---
characterizod by a nPaco which is lacking in tho 

hustl~ and bustl~ of secular lifo. Tho c ~ros of this 

largoly frpod from thOSP carl'lS by tho vow of obodienoe 

which thoy have t akon. 

So down tbrou~h th~ ag~s, at first by solitary 

anchoritPs, and lator ~nd rnoro fully by th~ communi­

ties, by monk and nun and friar, tho thrPofold vow 

of Pgvorty, Chastity and Obedir--nco has b~P.n faith-
- - -

ful ly kent; and in kconing it, thP RP.li gioua lifP has -
drawn att~ntion to an aspPct of that etPrnal lifP , 

thP consummation of which w~ look forward to aft~r 

death, but which bogins for us now, bPcaue~ wo hav~ 

alrP.ady b~on mado now in Josue Christ Our Lord. 
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THE' SACttiFIIJE' OF' PRAISE 

It is true th~t th~ r~citation of th~ daily 

officP is a matt~r of obligation for all PyiPsts of 
.( 

thP. Church, and that many Pri~ste try to c.ol~bratA -
the ~vlass dally and that neith~r in the:. r~citation of 

thP. offic10 1 nor in thP c.olPbration of ~ass ~r10 they 

in rPality alonP, although no visibl~ oongrPgation 

b~ prPsPnt, for what thPy do is donA on b10half of thA 

Church, and in doing it thPy ar10 unitPd with thP 

worshin of thP whol~ Church, in uar~disP, on earth 
) 

~nd in hPaVPn. Nevorth0 1Aes, tho 'uriv~tP ' r10citation 

of th~ officP, and 'nrivate' massPS (not a llowPd by 

authority in th~ Anglican Communion) do not ~1w~ ye 

bring vii th them tho conscioUE~noss of a cornorato 

activity as do thP offico S'Jid in choir, 7nd thP lJUb­

lic CPlPbration of Mass. 

In h.oavon, our worehin will bo a cornor at~ one,, 

nnd consciously cornorato, for wo will roAnond in 

to us by the Holy Spirit on us, who ar.o unitod and 

livP in J~sue Christ, thP only- bogottPn Son. Th.o 

mombors of Roligious Orders, in uniting to ~Pthor to 

rPcitP th.o offic.o 1nd to offpr tho s acrifioo of thP 

~1ass, witn.oss to thoro worshiu of Heaven, for the ':lor-

shin of H~a.vpn is not dieombodiPd worshi1:1, for WP bP-

li~vo in thP RPsurroction of thP Body, and it is not 

invisiblP worship .- it is only invisiblP. to us, who 

11VP on Parth . Tho offic~s in choir, ~nd th.o d~ ily 

F.uoharist .which all attend, ar~ a visible 8nd embodiod 

symbol ~nd sharing of tho visiblP and Pmbodiod wor­

shi"9 of HeavPn. 

Priests aro not obli5od to say thPir offiCPS 1n 

choir, that is as a visibly cornoratP act of worshin, 
~ nd nPithPr aro a numbPr of Roligious OrdP.rs - such as 
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th,:. JPsuits ..,nd somo of thP Francisc·,n Communit ies. 

But tho Bon~dictinP Rul~ cloarly visualiz~s that th~ 

norm of worshin will bo cornor ato, although a llow­

ancPs arr-> mad,:. for thoso that ··.vork a gr-Pa t distance 

away from thr- monast~ry (RulP of BP.nPdict Chaot~r 50) 

and Augustinian C'3.nons h~vo this snmr-- obligation, 

ThP. little hours, of tP-rco, soxt and n~ne c~n bP. 

said in Choir. It is of cours,:. truP. that tho whole 

Church is duty bound to assombl~ from timP to t1mo 

in nublic worshin, and this is not only a witnoas to, 

loss, thP d~ily nublic recitation of tho officP. with­

in th~ cloistor is a r-~mindcr of uncPasing n~turP 

of tho worehiry of hoavon. Though tho wbolP Church 

shar,:.s in vl itnossing to tho cornor3.t~ n3.turo of thP­

.;-~orship of hP.a.V~"'n, T'l hPn '!flo ga.thor to~thPr for wor-

ship, and tho clergy, by t~~ir d·!lly rocit~tion, 

,,,i tn,:.ss to tho unci!'> as ing naturr-- of this worshin , 

this wi tnl'lflS ia mado nr-!:1-,:omina.ntly, by thos o OrdP.re 

\>lho follo·•fl tho B~nP.d ictino norm. { g ) 

'•lo do not int('nd attomnting a history of thP 

growth of tho offico, or a dotailod ~nalysis of i t s 

structure, as that is not thP nurpos~ of this section 

( GJ ) • A.ll that is imoortant is the.t Wo should ox-

qmino thoso fgcots or aenoctA of tho offico which rP-

fleet facots or aepocts of tho worshi~ of hoavon. 

Tho _Rivino off ico, which includP.e P[im~r.~, Lquds, 

M!3..tt1ns , Torco, ~xt, NonP and comnlino, cons i sts of -
tho rocitation of tho nsalt~r, cort~in c~nticloe and 

hymns, and tho r~ading of Holy S cri~turP- and oth,:or 

sacr~d books, as woll as nr~yors and coll~cts annrou­

r1ato to thP hour. 
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In h~a.vPn, our worshin of God will b~ primarily 

PraisP, which is thP glorying in Him who is uttPrly 
c-.-

love-worthy, and ,ovc.ry a.snAct and facot of our naturo 

vdll b~ ~xpr~ssPd in this ,ov,orla.sting ~acrific~=> of 

Prais~. ThP ns!:l.l tor is ,oculiarly f1 ttPd to PXpress 
'-

on Parth the. PV~rlasting outnourc.d pr~isP of hAaVPn, 

for in it c.v~ry asnoct of man' s n~tur~ ~nd nPod, both 

individual anti cornoratP, finds exnrPssion. This 

Hymnbook of tho Old TPstamont is madp Christian by 

thP Gloria, with which P~Ch ns R.lm Pnds, and thP- Church 

has addPd to hPr nsa.ltPry in the. lovoly c.qnticlos of 

the NPW TPstamtc'lnt, such as thP l4a8nif1cat, the 

Nunc Dimmittis, and th~ B~nc.dictus, 9nd also onP of 

tho groatc.~t hymns of thP Church, tho To Dc.um. Al­

thou gh many of thc.sp hymns focus attPnt1on on our­

s,olv,os and our n,ood, y,ot tho underlying thc.mo of th,om 

all is "Thy will b~:~ done., on Aarth as it is in Hoaven . 11 

( t o ) and in H,oavon God'$ name. is c.vorl~stingly 

hallowod. 

The nra.isP of God in heavPn is et~rnally an­

Sl.fProd by thc. Vis ion of God, and as thP. l's a.lms and 

hymns !::l.nd cant1clc.s aro our convt='!rs,o with God, so in 

thP r eadings from ~crinturr.o. God S'()A aks to us' and as 

WP follow thP. Church's yPar, thA wholP. of God ' s rP­

velation of Hlmsolf in History is nrosontPd to the 
-,..-

Fa i thf ul, and '\'1° mod 1 tat~ on and ar c. confrontPd by 

the Truth of God , which is un1qu~ly rPv~n l~d in Hie 

only bPgott~m Son, ma.de ~an for us and our s a.lva.tion , 

for th,e. l~SSOnS W0r ~ O!'i gi na.lly dPSignl?d (and th~ 

Anglican Offic~s of Mattins and ~~nsong havo r~storP.d 

this) so that th~ Old Tostam~nt was r~ ~d through once 

a yPa.r, :1nd thA N'"' \1 T~stB m,ont twic..,. Th~ Christian 

yAar, from Adv~nt to pontocost, nrc.s~nts us with t he 
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grPat facts of tho Christian Faith, for in A.dVPnt we 

pronar~ for thP Inoarnf3.tion ~nd think of tho LAst 
""'----

things, a .... ~.th, jud gmPnt, HP~von and H~:>ll , and at 

Christma.si WP glory in our Lord's incarnation. 

tr.n iDha.ny, Christ's manifestation to thP. GPntilP.S, 

rPminds us th::~t God's salva tion is IDPAnt for all, 

SPntuag~s 1m~, · SPX~ge-s ima ·•nd Q.uinquagps ima oronarA 

us for "ThA Holy Feast of LPnt" ( II ) when WP join 

with Our Lord in his forty d~ya fast ~nd in P~ssion­

tidP walk with Him on thP Via Dolorosa , and gathPr 

at thP foot of tho Crose to watch the King of Glory 

diP. Eas t ertide brin~ thP triumph and glory of the 

RPsurroctlon, and for forty d~ys WP praisP God for 

thP RPs urrPction of His f?on , and look forwa.rd to 

thP honP of our own r~:>surroction. ..,P g13.thP.r with the 

Parly Christians to !'latch Our Lord ascPnd into 

h~avPn, WhPre:> HP WPnt, both to t>rt:<parr,:- a nla.cP for 
.:fl'# 

us (u,... l. ) and thqt HP might bP with us always, and 

then join in pra yPr in thP unnPr room to await th~ 

outnourPd gift of the Holy Snirit, which comPs at 

? PntPcos t. And in all thPSP grPat mystPrios of the 

Faith, tho PtPrnal ahinPe through timP, ~nd thP glory 

ite lPssons t o instruction in thP building up of the 

Christian Li f P, so as t o fi t ua for tho wor s h1n of 

') 

But interspPrSPd in the Churchf-s yPar ArP thP. 

fostivals of thP Saints , thosP in whoa~ livos th~ 

gr acP of God hl:ls ~· hono with brill hmt clarity, and 

about with a grP a.t cloud of witnossPs ' ( l::l ) and that 

WP worship with thP wholP Church, uniting with the 
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Church in J?r:~.t•3.disP. and in H.e~-av~n, for WP b~li~vP. i n 

thP Communion of Sainte. Though God te, in on~ 

SPnso, a jealous God, for nothing must bP !ii.llowPd to 

s~nqr~tP. us from Hia lov~ , yot Ho wills th1t wo should 

Blory in thP lives of th~ grP-at hero.os of thP Church , 

and lovo and honour th~m, for tho honour wo rondP.r 

th~m redounds to thP. glory of God. 

In thP. rPsnonsor1os and coll.octs, th~ truth of 

God sAt forth in thP loPsons or 'by thP. s.oason find 

~n answ.or lng rosnons~ in our worshi~, and sorve to 

unitA mor-o clos.oly to gP.thor tho 'PraisP. of God and t hA 

Vis ion of God. 

setting for tho jPWPl of thA MRss, and it is in t he 

Mass that thP hoight of th~ Church's wor s hin 1s 

1chiovod for WP unitP with th~t s~crif1CP. continu~lly . ' 
offprod in HPaVPn by JPsus Christ, and it is only 

through Him our mPdiator, that WP c~n an~roach the 

nray that r iP 'mqy oVPr liVP. in Him and HP in us' ( r~ ) 

and thP fulnosa of this mutual indwPlllng is thP Lif~ 

of H~avon. 

All that has bPPn said to PlucidatA how t ho 

flt>aVPn ·ppliPS not only to mon:letPriPS, but :=t lso to 

all ChurchAs throughout ~hrist~ndom #hP.ro this wor-

shin is off~r~d. NPVP.rtholPss , thP. RPligiou~ Lif~ 

is dPdic~tod in a narticul~r way t o tho worsh in of 

God. In thP officP (which mo ~ns duty) And thP M-=tas 

liP. tl1P chiPf ':Jork ~nd duty of thP. monk , f-l nd it is 

a work ho doos on boha lf of tho wholo Church, ~nd t hP­

onclos.od mon~st~ry nrovidos a uni ~Uo On~ortunity for 

making this worshin moro glorious ·nd bPautiful than 

thP. PXigPnc ieos of P:::~r ish LifP oft~n will a.llow , so -'1__. 
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that thP c~romonial, VP~tm~nts , and nlainchant of th~ 
I 

cloistPr c~n r~flPct moro fully thP ordPr~d bPauty 

of thP worshi~ of Hoavon, ~=~nd in mAny mon~stPr1Ps 

Almo~t nothing 1~ allowPd to intPrfPrP with thP ~Ar­

pPtual off~ring of thP ~acrificP of PraieP, just as 
.-1 c: (;,__ 
..,~ . 

\1P ~J:l ""Torshin God in hNlvon without lPt or hindrance. 

For thP off icP is a sacrifiCP ~s wall as thP 

m~.ss, for in 1 t \<oT~ offpr ours Pl VPa to God through 

Josue Christ, ~nd thP brPath w~ us~ in singing psalms 

and canticlPe is a symbol of thP nrincinlo of lif~, 

which is continu~lly givon by C~d, and continually 

offPrPd back to Him. ( 14- ) 

The Inward Contrlbution 'Jf thP Roligious LifP. 
11 &. y(!> nPrfPct aA your hoavonl y FathPr is p(!>rfACt11 

said Our Lord ( JS.- ) ~nd tha.t. is thP first duty of man, 

~nd it is ~xnlicat~d in thP t wofold command t o lovP 

God and to lovo our nPiehbour as oursolvPs , and in 

our Lord ' s sPrmon on tho mount, And shown for th in 

His lif? of comnas sion to IDPn 8nd loving obodi~ncP to 

the FathPr. PPrfPcti'Jn must bo thn eoal of P.VPry man, 

gnd it is in striving ~rt~r this 8?~1 that ~ 11 the 

~trugglo against tPmntation and growth in virtuA, which 

go to m~kP un thn inward lifo of th~ sincDr~ Christ­

i an, consists. In thP struggl? and the victory we 

nPP.d, abovo all, tha.t GrA.co which is thP nP.rsona.l 
""' 

't)OWP.r of God in our livos. l·JritP.rs from '=lmong Re-..--

lig loue Communitios haVP mqdo a grP ~t contribution 

to this inward lifo in thoir writingp, for th~ aim 

of pArfoction is for~most in thP rul~s s nd ord~r~d 

lifo of o,v~ry r-:.li giou~ community. 11nd from this 

bnck-ground of part 1cular ronunc iat ion havo snrung 

som~ of tho gr~atPat cl~ssics on thn suiritual lif~, 

which 1llum1nat~ thP aecotic ~nd mystical path. 

It is tru~ t hat m~.ny RPli ~i ous hav~ thought of 
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hizshor n~rr~ction th1n thnt a.v:11l::tbl,::. to th~ ordinary 

0hristian, llnd this v i,:')w has lJ~com~ .. 1' -ponulA.r; and 

accPntr-'d as th~ authoritativA doclaration of thA 

Church 1nsn1r~d by th~ Holy Snirit, that mPny ~~y bP. 

rcandalis~d by tho d~ni~l thqt tho Roli~ious Lif~ is 

!'~. high('r 'Oath and ~n inn..:. r rine;, which \'I~ madP in 

Chantr:-r t•rtO. Hovu~vor' in a~nying that th~ -pArfPct­

ionwhich th~ RF'li e;ious Sr->r->kS ie a high~r ~rfoction, 

'"'teo do not d~ny that th~ '-J~ay of thP- li(!l!lig ious is a 

w~y to porfPction, and a w~y of pArfr->ction whic h will 

h:=t'Vf.!> a uni.:au~ and dazzl i:ag glory of its own , wh~n 

th(!l final go.g.l of th~ in·,Tar>d li fr-> of ·tho RPl igious 

is achi~vnd in HP9.Vt:-n. Thr-- cult of a particular pAr-

foetion is tho ch:'"lractorising m;;trk o:E' th.o inwar d as -

p~ot of thA RPllgL:ms lift=>, but of cours~ if i t is 

mr->r(.lly a cult of p~rfAction which has b~com,::. ind ivid­

ualistic and. solf c,::.ntrod, th"'n it CPas~s to bA Chris t-

ian, and our undF'rstanding of th(.'> contribution which 

the RF'ligious LifP m~k~A in this sphr->r~ will be 
1: 

Sr-'riously limitPd 1$ ~vP r.,.,main bo :~·god down by i nd i v 1d-

U:':'l.liem. This contribution is . imnortant just bPcausP 

it is not eimnly solfish or mArPly inward, but uoints 

continua lly to th~t which is outsidP and abovP i t -

a goa l to which it constantly nr~SSPS, thA PP.r fPc t 

worshin of God ~nd All thr.!> fullnPs s of thteo lifA of 

Th~ fact thnt monasticism has from timP. to t i iDA 

misundP-rstood its~l.f nood c-=~.us~ us no !i! l ar1'n , n or nP~d 

it dPtract from thP mBin thPsis of this SPCt i on. I t 

of h~roic s anctity . and t his is a truth of ~xo~rience 

i n othAr ways of 11f(.'> . Doc t ors , Nursos and T~achArs 
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( and PVPn ~rioste) ~r~ not infrP -uontly g ivon to com­

nl-'1.1nt :J.nd grumbling , ~:~nd lovity "'.nd wh"" t ·'3.nnoare 

to bo frivolity nbout thoir high c qlling 8nd ite 

n.,ture-. Yr-t th,.,.y continuo in th,1r B"lf-s·1crificin g 

1.vor lt , at tiiDPs ·unn.war,..,, ·md at timos f!.qlf , sh~mod of 

that imoul~ivo and co~~ulsivr lovP., ~nd tho high 

idP~l , nnd ind~~d thf!" grn.cr.- of God , whic h ko"'pS th~m 

at th~">ir oft~"n thankl.,..Bs t9!:ks. In thos,:. monks who 

bPliev~d th~t t o lovn God l n nurity of ho~rt, and 

with singll"-mind~"dn('.es, all infPrior lov~r must b~ 

rootod from tb"' soul, thA ~nirit ~nimating thorn 

nrov "d t'lis f')r th'ln th-:.y, ::tnj b r ,:>U•!ht t o thoir fo,:.t 

kin~ and h~"'>·1th,n, •·rho l iston~d t o t hoir words of 

'>Tisdom in :lW~"' ::1nd lovo. Tho f?pi r i t ;nadA thP. monks 

as boacons sot on a hill , Clnd tho1.r 118ht could not 

bo hid, '3nr.l in~nir~d -=tn :-lffi!'ction in tho . ho "rts of 

·which t h""Y :::ould not but bo mo~T~d . 

'\lthough mRnU't ls of /\f.IC ~"'tic rmn ~~ystical ThE=-O­

l ogy havP bopn mainl y 1rTri tt~n f or a sol,..c t group 

within th~ Churc h , th~ br~thors and si~tors who sharo 

t he a.uthors d'-'dicn.ted 11l~,y of lifo, yot thoy havo 

nrovod 0~ in'-"et i m..,blo "'TOrth t.o Christians of ~vory 

c ~lling ~nd svocation. 

Ono e1' 0 <:tt difficulty which confroutod m~ once 

HhPn I r~~/i books of morql, aecntic, or mystica l 

t hoology 'v:"lS th'7lt thoy snorn~d to bo -p!'Psont~d as 

s~i,.nct">e - bool\~ l'lhich ...,rnf,.,.~ncd to g1vo tho 'know 

how' of t ho \mys o .f ":'JUr:?;~t ion , illu.rnination ;And union 

( l~ ) f' Ud :J ll thiC! ~OOfUot'l t() mo t O QP t i n ::"'d T~ ith 

6TIOst1cis~ . This is boc ~uso I r~nd thP books with­

out undPrs tAnu1ng . Tboso b ')olrs d:J not cl'l.im to pro­

vide a hidd~n knowlod go , t hoy Gro th~ imparting a nd 

!'olating Of a porsonal PXpPriP.nCP in rol~tion to God, 
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a personal P.XpP.r' ienc,:. vrhich is SPt w1 thin thP context 

of the lif,:. of thP cloister and thP. Church. ThAy do 

not say ''This is thr-> only way11 th~y say ''This is thP 

way I havQ trod.'' ThPy ar ,:. not books which could be 

advertiePd in a magazinf.:l under thP. hr-> 'lding ''Become:> a 

Saint - in six P8.ey lossons 11 c~vP.n though thP title 

of the book by J an van Ruysbro~ck 11 Th~ sev~:=>n s tens 

of thP l addP.r of Sniritua l Lovp'' may seP.m to carry 

this implicat ion). The:>y are thP h~nds of a brother 

stretchr->d out to heln us over thr-> s tony nathway of 

t Pmot a.tion. In the pag~s of th~ir books our brothers 

and sisters company with us, though they no longer 

bPlong to the Church militant. They ~roff,:.r advice 

in love, thr->y do not schPmatisP a fixed and d~tailed 

route to hr->avPn, and thP adv ive of t heir books is usP.­

lPss unless thr-> r~ade:>r is lllumin~d by the Holy Snirit 

as hP rPads, unlPSB his reading becom~s part and par­

c~l of his rPsnons~ to, and pe:>rson~l encountAr with 

Ct~ist as Saviour. ThPSP books ar,:. not n,:.cpssqry in 

thP s,:.nsP that Christ is ne:>CPssa.ry, - the y are not 

ev,:.n hP. lns in thP se:>ns~ that thr->y can quickPn our 

growth in pP.rfr->ction and our union with Christ soonr->r 

than Chris t could do it alone:>, but the:>y aro ne:>c,:.ssary, 

and PSeP.ntial in so far ao thPy form part of the way 

along which thP. Holy Spirit move:> a us to ·1ar ds Christ, 

nabt of thP path towards norfe:>ction which thP Holy 

Trinity has orda inPd that WP should tr,:.ad . If God 

has chosr->n thPm for us , and de:>igns t o usP th~ off,:.rings 

of His sPrvante, th~n like:> thP loav~s and f i s he:>a 

off~rr->d by th~ littlP boy WPro madP 3dAquatP to fPPd 

th~ bod i~s of a hungry multitudP , so thPSP. books be­

comr-> spiritual s ustPnancP t o the n i lgrim. 

Another difficulty, which confronts us narticu­

larly in moral thPology is its l,:.ga.lism. It is tru~ 
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that a pharisaic l~galism is const~ntly trying to 

worm its 'l'la.y back into th~ Church, 1n anitA of ~11 

that St PRU1 h~s said. K~nn~th Kirk in his Vision 

of God quotPs thP. Dida chP, whPrP thP words of our 

Lord art:> twistPd into a 'Pharis~. ic formula, and mad~ 

a. minutia of r""gulation r !;J.th""r than a gAneral nrin­

eipl~ '.'Let not your f~sts bP with th~ hynocritee; for 

th~y fast on thP BPCond and fifth day of tha WPPk 

but do ye fast on thP fourth and on Friday 11 
( 17 ) 

Reading the c~ltic PenitP.ntiala, onP gains th~ im-

rpgarded as work -a~ of supP.r~rogation, and that 

by his own effort exnr~saPd in nP.nancP, a man could 

wash a way his own guilt. But if WI!!> rPfl!!>ct all thP 

v a lua.blA works on Moral Th~ology, so many of which 

h :'l VP snrung from thP cloistPr, as bP.lng mP.rPly thP. 

influx of lPgalism into thP Church, thPn WP mieundP.r­

s tand thPm. Codification, RulPa) ::~nd DiscinlinP arP. 

nP.CPssary in any orga.nisPd Soc1Pty, and this A.nnli.::.s 

to thP Church { li ) whPrP we, and oth~rs, go wrong 

~ discinlinPs as fixed, immutablP laws, 

they ar"" guidP.~osts to right action. 

Th~y art:> not, 
'S'f<t..~ 

I ha.VP. not ~ , 

nor is it annropriate to discuss at full l~ngth th~ 

following statP rnent, though I am surP. of its truth: 

ThPr "" is no action donP by m~n which in ~v~ry instancP, 

a nd undP.r evory nos a iblP circumstancP c ::~.n bP. condP.mnPd 

as e inf ul. ThP t wofold l a w of LOVP, the motiVPS of 

action, a nd thP situAtion in which man finds himsplf 

are th~ thr~e ingrPdients from which mor Rl dPcisions 

e.nd mora l ."J ction ariaP - but this is not imnPrs on al, 

for th~=> l aw of LovP c "'.n only b~=> understood by knowing 

Christ, and that knowlPd g~=> is pP.rsonal knowlPdgP. 
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Casuistry , nrop~rly undPrstood, is thP applying of 

thP nPrsonal l aw of lov~ to narticula.r and diffPrent 

'"()Prsons ~.nd grounA in thP situations in which th~y 

find thP.ms~lvt!'e . PAr sona.l doos not mea.n morp,ly in­

dividua.l, it h.qs two ausocte, thP individua.l and th~ 

coruorato. Just as w~ b~li~VP 0od tQ bP nPrsonal, 

and that HP i s thr~P P~reons in ono God, so thP 

Christian is not moroly an individual . H~ is a mem­

bAr of thP Bosy of Christ, nart of a rP-dpompd cor­

nor~tP norsonality whos ~ Hoad is JPsas. Cod~s of 

Rulos, and Discinlinary rP gulations aro usoful and 

nPc~ss~ry for th~ Churc h as a wholo, ~nd thoir im­

nortancP is not lPs~~nod, but only propP.rly undor­

stood, whon wo s ~P that t o a lmos t p,vory rulA and dis­

ciulino thoro aro PXC~ntions, oXCPntions to which no 

sot of rulAs, howevor d~tailod, can t akP full account, 

for thP. li fo of man is grP.atPr t han tho thought of 

man, and formul~o c~nnot comnrohond tho Whole of life . 

But having said ~11 this , our dobt to tho Roli gi ous 

lif~ in their c ontribution t o the im<~aru l i fP. of th~ 

Church and its mP.mbors i s immonsP. , for by their rP­

nunciations , t ho choir offico~and the lifp, thP.y live 

in com~unity , has comP , undAr tho insnirqtion of God 

and tho guidanc~ of His Holy Spirit, a doon insight 

into thP naturo of m~n , his dut i os qnd his privilAges, 

and his res-oonsibility t o God -:lnd to his brothPr man. 

TH~ ~OOKG OF DEVOT IONAL THEOLOGY 

To attempt to eumma.ris;'!' the contribution of the 

Roli gi ous li re;- in thf-ll f iPld of VJOral,- Asc(.llt1c
1
and 

Mystica l Th~o~ogy tn any adoquatr-> m·· nn ... r \-Jould t a ke 

volumoa, and it s~~ms nrosumntion to attompt it . What 

I prouos~ to do 1s t o 3ivo but th~ br1efPst outl1no, 

in th~ hop~ that t h~ roader will turn to th~ clas s ics 
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of d~votion and rP.gd thPm for himsPlf. 

St l'aul ca.n b~ rPgardod as coming from within 

the mon~stic clrclo, as his writin~s show that hP. 

had d~cidPd on perpP.tual chastity. ( I~ ) H~ has 

much to s a.y on mortification, uovorty, ob~'>di~nC~"" and 

chastity, and thP mor~l lifP. Anart from the Gos­

pels, it is to St Paul that lator writArs on MOnas­

ticism have found their chief s qnctions for thAir 

way of lifA. 

But auart from thP BiblP, which has a unique 

authority, St Athanqsius is nrobably thP first great 

author to deal with what WP broadly term "Devotional 

Thoology" from tho SuPCifically monastic viewpoint. 

For it is .not only in works of Thoology, but also 

in th~ Books writtPn on thP liv.as of the Saints, 

and in their collPCt~"-d letters that WP can find rich 

matPrial which illuminPS thP inward lifo of the 

Christian soul. St Athanas ius, though not a monk in 

the strict S~"-USP of thP tPrm, ~ s~nt a long pAriod 

with the monks of thP dPsPrt during his poriodic 

exilPs, and it was thAir way of life which hP. popular­

ised in his "LifP of Antony". 1'le may not find all 

that is said congpnial, but ~ntony still shinos as 

a S~1nt through thP. pages ofthis book, and thP. great • 
driving motivPs of his 11fP. arA th~ glory of God and 

the Vis ion of God ( d.O ) 

JPI'ODlP suPnt at lPaP. t ua.rt of his lifA as a 

monk, and althou gh w.a s~e in him an extrAmist, and a 

bitter satirist, yAt his writin~ £o witnoss to the 

f~ct that it is n~c~"ss~ry to bP willing to lP.aVP all 

things to follow Christ, althoueh hP sometimPs cites 

PXamples of rPnunciation which WP cannot r Pgard as 

nAc~as~ry, but r athP.r as wrong. Apathy towards men 

is not a ure-condition of loving God. ( ~r ) Among 
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thP.S~ ~arly writings, w~ havP c~ssian's Institut~s 

and Conf~r~ncr.>s, and ~alladius' Lausiac History wherP. .. 
much is rr.>cord~d conc,..rning th~ DPsa.rt FathP-rs which 

is of assistancA in lr.>ading thP devout lifr.> - tht:>ir 

livP.s art:> ont:> of vi.rtu,.., .qnd tht:>ir advict:> ha.s frr.>quP.n-

tly a gPntlr.>nPRs, humility, and a firm basis in sound 

common s,:.nsr.> which wr.> may find surprising wh~n WP. 

think of thP PXtrPmP rigour of tht:>ir austr.>riti~a. 

B~for~ the arrival of thP. gr,:.at Br.>nedict, the 

saintly lifP of M~rtin of Tours did much to no~ularise 

monasticism, .qnd his lif~, writtAn by his dr.>votr.>d 

DisciplP , Sul pitius S~VPrus ( '1-'l.. ) bP.c amP vr:-ry ponular, 

and did much to tPflch n~onl~ thP. 1tle.ys of holinPss, 

for w~ often lParn mort:> by PXamplt:> than nrocPpt. 

St Augustin,.., although not P.X.qctly a monk, nr:-vr.>rthP.­

l~ss inspirP.d thP foundation of the Austin c~nons, 

and his lifP, aftPr his convr.>reion, was onr.> of dedi-

C8,tPd celibacy.· porh!lns hr.> could r 1ghtly b~ rogardPd 

as a Solitary, forcPd by circumstance to livP in 

daily contact with the world. HP was nrofoundly 

influP.ncr.>d by thP. lifP. of Antony, and his books, par­

ticularly thP 11 Confr.>ss ions 11 show a dP.PP know lAd gP. of 

thP. inmost lift:> of thP soul, and its r~lation to 

God. It is to him w~ owP. that wonderful sP.nt~nco, 

which is so frP '-luc.ntly yuOtPd "Thou has t madP us 

for Thysr:>lf, 0 Lord, and our hP.arts a rP. rostl~ss till 

thr.>y find thoir rr--st in th.oP 11 {l~ ). 

Saint B~ned ict of Nur s i a. , in his RulP, which was 

1nfluencPd by 1?achomius' rulr.>, rr.>gulf-l.t~d monAsticism 

in thP wr.ost. HI!! strr.>ss.os tho n~,..d for vTOrk as well 

a s prayr.>r, and of lovr.> of n,.. i ghbour 1..s ,,ell as love 

of God• though his chiPf contribution is in his d~-

mand of unsw~rving ob~diPnco to th~ su~Arior of the 
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mon~stAry, etat"'e th~ basic d-=-mg.nd of th.P devout life, 

that of ob-=-di-=-nc-=- to God, for whilP moods, Pmotions 

and opportunity for pr ayer and s-=-rvicP vary, the 

dPmand for obPdiP.nc-=- to God doP.s not, and this demand 

for obAdiPnCP to God domands of us a lesePr obedi~nce 

to be rend-=-rod to m-=-n whom God h~s s-=-t over us in 

th~ hiPrarchy of both the Church and thP Stat~, an 

obPdienc~ which mus t 13.lwayp b-=- r-=-nd~red, unless it 

com-=-s into direct conflict with the obediPncP which 

we owe to God. (~~) B-=-nPdict was also influPnc-=-d by 

the RulP of St Basil, and thPse thr-=-P Saints in thPir 

works showPd that an PXc-=-esiv~ rigorism towards the 

body is not an oss-=-ntia l pro-condition or concomitant 

to thP s orvice of God, - a 1-=-sson 111hich extrA mists 

of all agPs, insidP and outside the monast"'ry would 

do w-=-11 to 1-=-arn. ( ~~ ) 

The PenitPntial.s which snring from the Irish 

monks, although they do not ~nalyee thP naturA of 

sin, nPVPrtholess, in the length of pPnancPs they 

impOSP do strPSB thP sor1ousnP£S of sin. The Christian 

must nev~r have tho attitudA c~~ractorised by the 

BrPnch oxnr-=-s s ion 1'L-=- Bon Diou" or the cyniclll 

casualnPss of the Frenchm~n v;ho said "God will for-
/ II givo - it is his metiPr • Although the Church has 

nrogressod sine-=- thP tim-=- of thee-=- oarly UP.n1tPntials, 

and wo do not imnoaP thP sPvere discinlinPs of this 

early ag-=- , it is not bPca usP the Church h~s a light 

attitude to sin. Sin is sPrious, and forgiveness 

costly, but it is costly to God, and a fre-=- ~1ft to 

m~n. ( ~~ ) 

The J?sPudo Dionys ius t he Ar-=-onae!)i to, who wrote 

in the fifth cAntury, exert~d a nrofound influonc~ 

on mysticism, ~d although WP do not know whether h-=­
/L 

hims-=-lf surung from thP cloist-=-r or not, hP infl u-=-nc-=-d 
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many latPr mystiCS in thP roligiOUS lif~ (including 

Jan van Ruysbro~ck). He strAss~s a nPgativA 

approach to God, and althou gh this is onP-sid~d, 

y~t it still streSSPS an important asp~Ct of the in­

ward lifP, and our annro~ch to God. God is infinit~ 

and uncondition~d, and WP arP not, and although H~ 

has exprP.es~d HimsPlf in human terms, whPn th~ eP-cond 

uPrson of thP Holy Trinity bP.C.'3JDP. incarna.t", yP.t 

s till 1n onP BPDBP. HP r~mains th~ unknown God , for 

w~ can comprPhPnd thP 1ncomprPhPnsible(~1 ) and at 

least in this lifA, the burning dPpths of God's in­

finity, which is PtPrnal and unquPnchabl~ light, 

must rAma.in da,rknPss, 13nd t hA Christian must bP. pre­

pared to PntP-r into this darknPss in faith. (lg ). 

Although eomP writPrB of th~ Spiritual life 

have had an almost purPly negatiVP approach, and 

deniPd nature th~t thPy might affirm eupPrn~turA , 

yet this is corroctPd in thP writings of othP.rs. 

st Basil rPv~llPd in t he bPauty of the scPnPry around 

his hArmitagP, and Pv~n JeromA AXtols thP. bPauty of 

the country-s1dP ( ~, ). In thP.m wP SPP foretas tAs 

of ~t Fr ancis, but it nPv~r dPSCPnds to thP nPar­

nanthPism of a ·Jordsworth. ThP Christian mus t dP­

light in all thP good gifts of nature which God bP­

stows, but must ~v~r look bPyond thPm or r a.th~r s~ 

in thAm a rPflPction of both the Glory of God, and 

the glory th1t awaits us in HPavon, wherP- thP. whole 

creation will bP made new. Although we arP. told 

that B~rnard of Clairvaux, n~rhaps the most f amous 

of all thP s a ints which thP Cistorc1~ or dPr has ~re­

duced, rode a long thP s horos of L'l ke Gon~va so dP.~p 

in rnP.ditation that its b~'l utios \'lent unnoticPd , (l o ) 

y~t hP is rPspons iblo for tho wonderful sermons on 

thP Song of Songs , which ~bounds in naturA i magAry, 
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nll of whi c h h~ nrPse~s into th~ ~prvicP of God • 

who is God of Natur~ and of Gr!'"l.C~. 

St Au.:.ustin~ ' s nlatonis m h~lnt?>d him to''ia.r ds a 

d~~·o und~rs tl3.nd ing of! th~ ni:!.tur~.l ord""r. A.l thou g h 

it i."::ts t~m'l')or,.~l A.nd nr-~~sing , y10t it mlrro:rr--d th~ 

(>tPrnal, -:tnd 11 Th~ Ci ty of God 11 h ,.:td an outpos t on 

PA~th in thP. Church militant (3' ). Althouzh th~ 

Christian r~nouncos tho ·ror ld in his Bantism, a.n d 

thA !-tPl igious 1 v o'f(t of "P-:w Arty ifl a ronunc i~.t ion of 

th~ world in a. ryartlcular me.nnt.:~ r , Y"'t it is th~ 

world as ::1PfacPd by SR.tt:tn thR.t wo. rr--nouncf.'!l, with a ll 

its tPmntation for us to nossPPS without bPing 

POSSASSNL Ye:-t ,q,s in m:tn , 80 in n fl.tUrP, ::md in the 

Structur~S and i nstitutions Of SrJCi""ty, 8~.tan i s not 

~.blP to ~rqs? comnlotr-ly from t.h~m th~? imagP of God • 

or th~ r~fl~c t ion of IUs glory, ·'nd lt iA this i mage 

vThlch v1° mus t con~ tan{-ly soPk in man, ~nn thP r Pflec-

tion of his glor y .q,nd his att ribut,.,s, such as jus tice 

and ordor, hm'IPV"'r fnul tlly nr (.!lsr--ntod, in natur~ a nd 

thA struc turP and ins t itutions of Soc ir->ty. 

To rr.>turn t·:> B~rnard , K~nn~th Kirk tt" lls u s 

in his book .,ThP' Vis ion 0f Godn ( ~4), (to 'tlh i c h I am 

gr,:>Rtly ind~bt~d for t h is SPCtion) th!:!.t 80ffiP of his 

writings fll""' 
11 pron hntic of t h,:"-1 m"-'nd i.c~. 11t or>dAr s 

r :Jthr-> r the.n r~miniscc..nt of thP oldPr mon3Rticism" ( ~~ ) 

for th(.l oldE'r boolw urgP.d monks t 0 stq.y in thAir 

monr~ steri~s , ~'lh~roas Br-rn~rd says tha t to go abr oad 

is allo ~'VablP, 1f it is lovr.> th,.Jt i s t he motiv r- "For 

lov"' in likP a ernilP a nd full of joy'' ~nd BPrn~r>d 

I 
U!'gP.S h is monks t o rPal1B~ that(heir chi~f t~sk i s 

~~rvic,:.. H~=>r~ is at ~ny r::t.tP thP SP.Pds of hop~ for 

th"' l~ity, who hsd for cPnturi~s rpgard Pd th~msPlv~s 

as tmnblP. to ~nnroach tho h i p;hPr n::tth t rod by dev out 

monks . I t is thP l~sson , fo und i nd r>Pd in the l ivP. s 
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of th~ d~sPrt fathPrs, but not Amoh~~iz~d suffieiAntly 

in many latPr writ~rs, that the inward lifP. of thP-

soul must not bP a hothoueP culturP., but must, to be 

complP.tP, bP. consciou~ of it~ vocation to s~rvP its 

n~ighbour, thA Church, ::3.-nd thP \rlorld, and it carriPs 

with it the corollAry th:=t.t if thP laym:tn rom9ins in 

thP. world, bPcauaP. of LovP., th~n he treads a nath of 

glory no whit lPSS glorious than that t RkP.n by the 

cloistP.rPd monk, and both SAPk th~ samP- P.nd - th~ 

Vis ion of God. Kirk concludPs what hP. h tts to f!/Y on 

" Bernard with thAs~ words "For sanity and s::tintliness 
A combinAr , -for all thP distinctivP lAssons of 

Christi~.n.ity in f!!Othics, - ~ ChristiAn could scarcPly 

find a bP-ttl'lor tP.AC hl'lo!' tht:tn st BPrnBrd rl. ( ~4- ) 

Among thA laity th.Prc WP.!'P forPrunnP.rs of St 

Francis, who bound thf!!'IDSPlVPS togP.thPr in a ty~P. of 

RPligious LifP - with a common, though simnl~, rulP, 

with tAV~ngl'lol ic!=!l simnlicity r.:md community of goods" 

( ~( ) but without thP vow of Chastity, and they often 

settled nP.ar monastl'loriP~ to ministPr to thl'lo monks. 

This BPPIDR a strangr.> rPVP.rs al of thA ordPr of sP.rvic~, 

yP.t it is true that AVI'lory rnP.mbPr of Christ's Chur9h 

should strivP to bPcomP what in titlP is .rAs~rvP.d 

for thA 'Ponr.> tiThA SP!'Vant of thP s~rvants of God II. ('a<c:. ) 

But thA str0 8S on 8r--rvicA, to which thP in1.'1ard life 

must lead found its ch1Pf f!!'X~r~ssion in Dominic and 

Francis, and thPir ·r~spective ordP.rs, as wPll as in 

the military ordA!'S of th~ Tf!")mnlars and the Hos­

pitallPrs. St _Fr anc is' "Fioretti" ( l7) is fillPd 

with this SPrvice and thP love of thP. brAthren, 

though somP of thP storiAs arA slightly bizarrA to 

modern tastAs- though w~ can SAP two faults in this 

t:~Ariod of d~votion~ 1 11 tArJ:~.tur~ - which Kirk s ays 

WPrA thP kPynotPS of th(.) ag~ "rt!lstlP.ss activity and 

unc ~mtrollAd sentimPnt 11 which wAnt to AXtrAm~s in the 
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lMdP.re to a t~lact:> in h~av""n 1hic b c-1n h !lrdly be 

lf'gitimatPly h.-., '!_d b y t=lv,.,n th<"' g rto u:t.,st of S.1-ints, 
I 

but by God alona- ( ~i ) Y'"'t if wr- b"lli~vto thR.t "Love 

covartoth u multitudo of sin~'' o., ) th~n W' mus t 

SU!'Aly ai)r"'~ that thr> lOVP or Goj , ')f '!1!;?1 '"~.nd of 

.nost po·oulB-r and bnlovr>d of all thto saintR , muo t 

covar bin nrror::: of n r J.ctic"' , in hir. ,_xtr"" rnP rigor1s m, 

/ 
c 1s t~ :..c~v:~s us tha t Lov~ , .\31.p~, ls not l.ilf' roly a 

mu~t contr~ in th-=- 'llill , but th ·1 t it :m.u: t, ln itG 

life it is a t ti~s an unutt(.)r::1bl~ a<5ony , g,nd a t 

othArs a jc.ly :md 8 \1/l">t!>tn-:~;s which n.r~ ·~ for r--t :tstP. of 

shown in thi"! ntivn-1t~ h..,. undoubt""'~ly r"Cr!'i.Vt:> d , and 

thf7 joy in h i s po~ms , a .u1 in 2.a 1t:~ty of tht:~ troubadour 

of God . (~ 1 ) 

a ..,..1 illingn~E s t~ bc-llt=>VP Bnytilin::. · Th<? :Ut!>nd icants 

a nd tho Lif:'P ' but Vl0 !'t3 ;nA '!}.. ne_::loct of tho f act 
~rJ 

tha t Christ ic '1.l~o tho Truth, (1~ .1.) rtnd t h.c:: t to 11-.fA 

lnt~grlty end th~ full u so of '411 our r "' n8 on1ng 

power. ( '+-1.) 

ln~ara lif P d"!~gnd~d not thP ~~rvico to God of will 

~nd PIDOtiODB, but ~180 Of rn~e on, W~A don" by 

St ThomaP AquinnP-, (4~ ) though hP hPd nrAcuraors in 
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/! 
Ab::J i Lard, and in Vill in;n of Ch~mt\i~~, ~nd in th~ 

;:r-

'l'h,..~logi~;~.ns whtch ~prung from thP. nrlory of St Vic­

tor as a r.osult of ·v illif.lm'E~ tP::tchin~. ( ~t.t ) Although 

;a Thom1-s ) ' hr--rculPA.n nchir>Vt=~mnnts go f~~-r b"'yond the 

nurnos.o of mRlcing th~ lntr->llPct nlay its nronPr 

n:1rt in thr> li!'~ of thr-> dtovout Christian, this was 

onP of its results, so that th.o Bumm~. can bP fittingly 

ture through thP agos. That ThomRs did not divorce 

thl!'!> intf-'>llt'>ct frt)ID th~ e.motionB, nor ob~curt'3 th~ 

Vision of God in mpro en.oculq,tion, is sho·.vn in thA 

(Hld in tho trr-=>~.s ury of his hyrnns whicl1 thP. Church h.as 

nrP.SPrv.od f'J r us, ~ uch as : - "Laud~, Sion Sg.lvat'JrP.m. '' 

11 'P~n0P, Lingua, gloriosi Go.rnorin m.y~tPriumu, ''Vr-=>rbum 

SUP"'rnum nr':ldions, nP.c ~atria" - r-.~_nd th"' ~"'ndings of 

thoRo t~-10 hymn~, sung r.tt 'f3r>UP.d iction, or Dr--votions 

t <) thr-- Blr--ss~d sa.cra~nt 11 'rantum ergo" and :•o Salutarisu 

A.s w.o 11 as ''Ad oro tP d r->Votr.:>" (~ ) whPrr.> his dP.votion 

to 0hri~t finde its hig h.r.>st r.>X'!;"''rr->FJsion in glorying 

in tha q.'lcra~ nt, of C:hrif{t ' R Body n.ncl Blood , WhP!'P 

thP Inc·~rnR.tion, o~ath, Rr--e~urrr->ction ·':l.nd liSC PnS ion of 

Ghrist r-trP cont:tnually cornrnc,morPtrd, '?.nd thP Holy 

S·1crific~ mnr'lr.> one!!' f'o r f.l..ll on th,., Cr0Ar: continually 

r A-1)rE:='sAntr.:-d , ·md uni tr>d Hi th 1 tc ~'>tPr!la 1 offpring 

in H~B.V""n. (4-«o) And it is by this most holy Sacra-

m~nt that th.e> im•rard liff>'> o:f th~ Christian is nouri-

shF>d a.nd sustain~d, and otrongthf.'>n~"d ~nn fitt,d for 

t"t.e. lifo of H""avon . 

It ls fitting tha.t St Thom-os, on"' of th~ 

of thP grPAt T~"' ~ching ord~r, th~ Dominic~ns . 

Although it is tru~ thR,t WP muPt annroach God 

oftPn in thP "da7 zling d ar knPss u (4-7 ) , and WP find 
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mystics, of th,.. fourt,..t"'nth CPntury, s-uch a.s Fckhardt, 
P. 

Tauler, SusP- and !uysbret!"ck ( t.-8 ) str~ssing this ele-

mPnt in th~ soul's anuroach to God, y,.t our IDPdita-

tion and contPnmlation do not consiat Pnt.irPly of 

d!irknes s, but ar·P 1 it by thr-> mystP>riPs of our Lord's 

Incarnation, DPath and RPsurr~ction, and thP Holy 

Jtucharist, in all of "lt~hich et.-.rnity brPl'l.ks through 

into timP. This Aquinas P.trPBSPd in his writings, 

and in Holland wo find this contribution, which links 

thP inward lifP. Pes,..ntially with tbP sacramP-ntal 

life of thP. Church, furthPr dov,.lonPd 1n thP. -v1ri tinge 

of GPrard Groot and Thomas a Komn1s J \liTho v/PI'P IMm­

bPrs of "ThP- BrothPrs of thP Common LifA" which are 

an offshoot of thP Austin Canons. This community al-

so produc~d ~'iha.t is p~"I'h8.\)S thP most fr:tmous of all 

books of d~votionr~l Thoology, 11 ThA Imitation of 

Christ" ( t.~ ) attributr--d to Thomas a KPmpis' but 

nrobably not writt~n by him (~ ) which has had a grPat 

influPncP on many subsPquPnt writP-rs, including 

St Francis dP ~nl~s. 

YPt thP. 1nfluPnco of thq 11 Imitation of Christtt 

has not always b'!>~n good, .9.nd it is inAdV18a.blA to 

~laCP. it in thP hAnds Of thOAP WhO haVP a SOrnP.What 

mPlancholic tPmn~ra. mPnt, and art!" Pas 1ly in.clinPd to-

wards scrupulosity. A groat fri~nd of mino said, 

aftP,r roading it, that shP. f~lt shr-> da.rPd not look at 

tho cloclt, to find out thP. timo, in casP shP committP.d 

~ sin in doing oo. 

Igna tiu9 Loyol3 , \'tho foundP.d thP. JPsuits, was 

profoundly 1nfluP-ncPd by th~ thought which ca~ from 

tho. "Broth,.,rs of th~ Common lifa" and ht=a wrotP 11 The 

Suiritual 1!'Xercis~s" which is ~xtrP-~ly rigorous in 
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It shows that 3.11 mtm ' s f'acul ti~s must bP. us~d t o 

th~ir full~at r->Xt~nt in his apuro~ch to God , yPt its 

dr->mands arr-> too groat for thoRo not lntPllPctually 

giftr->el, and 'vP ::trr-> told thl'> t .not 0 V""ll thr-> Jf.!IB Ui t s 

kn~W Wh !1t. to me~.ko of 1 t. ( ro ) 

A.l though hr> vw.s nro.roundly tnfluoncPu both b y 

tho '' Imitation of 'Jhrist11 o.nJ tbP 11 8 nirltu:1l ~P.r-

c isl"'S ., y~t St li'r ::'l nc is d'"' ; ..., los h lEl r-:.n A-nnro~ch more 

suitPd t0 thr-- molanch:)ll~ tP.::npr-:rB.nJPnt, for a swe e t 

r'~" 9. son-:tbl,..nr.-s~ !3bounds in. hiG 'r.rr1 tint:q. Althou gh 

not hims"'lf a ttr>ligi':IUA, h"' foundnd thP. 11 0rd~r of 

th~ Yis it8.tion11 q_nd n·: oomo~J ·,iitl11n our fi~ld of 

study. { .fl ) His 11 Introduction to tll""' .0-?vout Li fe" (S"~ ) 

W9s writtt')n forth~ 1:'3-ity , \qhic(l \·ns a startl i ng 

dooarturo from tr~diti~n. HPro th,.. contribution to 

thr-> innor lif'P of tho !Jhristlan, ·h'hich tho ~.t:>l igious 

li?P. hns ma.do to tho \'lhol,.. :Jhur'ch, is purnosivPly 

dir~ctod to th., vTholP Church, wh.or""'9.S bPforP i t had 

is not only for tho l~ity - it is ~leo for th~ Re-

ligiou~. · 'r1. tins to q fiist....,r , h'-" s .: ys "L~'1VP your 

e uidanco t0 God !lnd do not ·,,rorry ~o much about your-

-.p'1 (t- ':l ) 
s~.L.l. • ~ ..J li l:10, his Dl"'tltod o:: ffit=>Clitation i s IDUCh 

St Ig.nR.tius br:tngA un to thr- R.n£'ormation , !3-nd 

of protPf'lt:?.ntis r.l , ~'lh !., c·~. rnr from the cloist ,.., r . H~ 
-t:: 

hRs br--"'n a.ccusPd of n1,nom1;-m it=: I i1 , not w1 th~ut s o:mP. 

justict=>, a lthou r: h h'-" tnv'-'nte-o th"' ·,,ord (;4.) wh~n he 

that th~ ton commandm"nt.s had bepn abroga.tod. Yt=>t 
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there is an important truth in Luther's t~aching 

about thP innPr lifP , f or. lP must not c~rA for our 

souls as if thAy WPrP d~lic~tP hothousP plants. 

This lo~ds to sniritunl hynochondria . Luther said 

"Sin boldly, but lov~ mort=! boldly s till" a nd this 

is but an exnru1sion of Augustino's famous BPntPnco 

"Lovn God, and do wh~t you 11kr:> 11 !lnd harks back to 

th~ NAW TostaiDAnt ''LovP covers ~ multitudP of eine". 

It revPal~ to us th~t th"' ,.,hol~ 0hristian lifA is 

compr~hAndPd by thP -..Tord Lov"", whon WP understand its 

truP mPaning, (though to 1o that will t3k~ Ptornity) 

and rigorism and mortiflc~tlon ar~ nothing if not 

and havo 

by LovP 11 Though I gbT~ my body to b(.'> burnPd, 
i~ r•o~··'"t.'\'\... ~--

not lovP, 'i-:- q--m nothing". (ss-) 
!\ "' "' 

ThP RPligious lif~ disapp~arod in ProtPatantism 

f or hundrPds of YP~.re, (S'to ) a nd so thA contributions 

which thPy may haV"' mado to th~ In1>1ard lifo of the 

Chr isti"n may not Pnesa.go our attPntion herA.. Instea d 

WP turn to t wo contPmporP.rio~ of LuthPr v1ho romalned 

within CP..tholiciem. St T~rosa of .JPsus, and hPr 

friPnd and disc1nlr-> Bnd hPlnr->r, ~t John of thP. Cross. 

By thPir livr->s thPY show~d thnt t hPro is no nP.cPesary 

dis ha rmony b=•tWAPn th"' conto.mnla tivP and thP ·qctive 

lifP (5'1), for TPrPaa snont a. gr'"'Ot dPal of hAr lif~, 

aftPr hPr conv~~ston a t th~ agP of forty, tn r~formtng 

thP CarmPlitPP, and founding n~w houAPS, and John 

d a y, 1.nd jP;q,louR factions hAd thPm i mnrisonPd. ThPir 

\'lorks, amon.e; ·vrhich a.rP St ,Jof;m' n "Dark Night", and 

11 'rhP- ascAnt of Mount 'Ja rmPl", ana T~rP-sa's "The way 

ot p~rfoctlonn ~nd 11 Thr> CastlP of th~ Soul , are:> 

litPr ary '18 Wf'!>ll ::tR sniritu~l m~.At~rniP.cr--a, "Contem-

n latlon i s 'infus~d ' in RO fAr ~S it comos from God, 
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Rnd thP soul is '~aRsiv~ '; 'ac~uirod' in so f~r as 

tho. soul pr~paros for it or achiPVPS it by its own 

activi ty11 (>9 ), qnd wh;:;.t tho y di1 not m'3ko cloa.r, 

1lt lP.ast to contP I'Il'DOr3ry roadr->rs, ts whr->thPr thoy 

wPrA talking of two asnocts or tw~ tyuos of con­

t~mpl<:J. tion. Contomnor·,rins, living in an ago S!lS­

oicious of mystic:I.sm, docid'3d it was t 'tlo difforP.nt 

typos , and 1d~nttfiod tho ~ctivo contompl~tion with 

~d it at ion, ani! tho n.o;s, tv~ with th·::- snoci ~1 illum­

ination to souls g ivon occ~si.)n'>lly by God (~~ ). I 

think our own thoologic~.l '?l.g"'" , \vi th its t:>mnh::ts is 

on 11 1"P.rsonAl ""ncountr.-r" is bPttr-r :1 bl-=- to understand 

tho contribution of thoeo Saints t o tho undArstand­

ing of tho Innr-"r Llt'o than thPir m-rn agP, whi ch 

viP.WPcl them with suanicion. For if th~ soul OlP.ot s 

God in a. norson~ l ~ncount,.,r, for that oncountP.r to 

rom~in norRon~l ro1uiroR ~Ctiv1ty fro~ ~an, for it 

rcquir~s both r(-lc,.,ption and rP:::!DOnso nnd nlthough, 

on tho r a ro ocC-9..8 lon2 "''h""n th~ Christim fe-ols ~n­

dronchod by tho lovo of Goj, in his r~floction on 

thq,t f-'XnPri.nnco lt mA.y s om t0 him thPt h(.) was nuroly 

~Rss ivo , yot tho lOVP of Joj jid c~ll forth in him 

a ros'9onso of lov(.) '1lhich 'il'~s f rA""lY !3-nd joyously 

g ivPn. At oth""r t1~~, whon tho ~hristi~n etriv~s 

to piArCP. tho da.rk:nPSS, it ma.y St:>om th.:>.t ho was 

mainly qc ·tivr.>, and y~t hP 'II ill r~.'J.lisA th<lt it is 

God ·.vho c ·.:tlls him to n1~rco thP dn.rknAsa. ThP .ini­

tiativo ~lwgys ~""m~inA with Go1, but h~ c qlls us i nto 

an ~ctivo, ~nj not n~ssiv~ r~lBtionshin with Himsolf , 

for w~ arP so~B, not el~v~s. ( 

Many of thP uorks w~ h~vo briAfly roviP.wod a r e 

oifficult for tho aVf!'!'1 ~o l<tym:1n to follow. But 

th~r~ are two works which th~ simnl~st Christian (bO) 

CAn under stand and profit by r""ading . Thoy a ro "ThP 
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nractic~'> of tho Pros~nco of God" by BrothP.r La.ur~nc~, 

~nd "ThP Story of a. Soul 11 thP autobiography of 

St Th~r~AP of Lisi10ux. (Ht:>r coll~'>ct~d l~ttors havP-

also that SWPPt and diroct simnl!city which charac­

torizos hor BUtobiogr "lnhy.) In tho Anglic"'n 'Jommunion, 

WP. find that Fa thor Andro"ff , of the Soc ioty of th~ 

DivinP. Comoassion, broathos this samo simnlici ty in 

his works . (b•) 

In tho v71do rango of li tor-~turo on tho inward 

lifP of tho soul ~lhich has sprung from tho Roligious 

lifo, !3nd has tho background of a snocial r"'nuncia-

tion as tho Ch' nnol of tho insnirntion of tho Holy 

Snirit, thoro is somP-thing of holn for ovory Chris ­

tiAn SPoking God. ThoriO is the bracin~ vigour of 

St Ign~.tius Loyola's intolloct, tho God - cr..>ntrod omo­

tion of St Bornard of Cl~irvsux, tho commonsonso of 

Lisioux, !l.nd tho simnlici ty of brothor L·1uronco . 

1\lthough tho -nath of ovr:::ory Christian is e difforPnt 

ono, yot •tJo all tr"'t:~.d ont!> · ro,y, for Christ is tho '•lay, 

a.n.d thP sA 1nts str~tch out tho ir h~nds to ho ln us , 

as wo w~ lk from thP clutchos of th~ '.'Torld th~ flP.sh 

and tho dov 11 into a full-=-r knm>~lt:>d f~=' a.nd lovo of 

God, and of. our n;ooighbour, and look for~'lard to tho 

timo 1·ThPn wo will dwPll, wi.th a ll the SRints, in that 

Hoart of Lovo which is tho Contro a nd the Ground of 

f:l.ll tho univorso, tho Holy Bloseod and most Glorious 

Trinity. This is tho way of -nurg~tlon, illum1nat1on
1 

~nd union which qll tho s~1nts havo trod. (b~ ) 



FOOTNOTES TO CHAPTER 4· 

(1} Matthew 25: 40. 

(2} In on~ dim~nsional timP- w~ can only conc~n­

tratP comnl~toly on on~ thing, pArson or grou~ 

at a tirnP.. In multi-dimonsional time WP may 

b~ abl~ to givP our comulPte and utter attPn­

tion to God, and to our ~arti~ular friends, 

and to th~ whol~ company of h~avP-n, at once. 

But we arP in deA~ wat~r, and we will not 

sp~culat~ further on it. 

(3} 2 Corinthians 6: 10. 

( 4) 

( 5) 

(6} 

(7} 

(8} 

Mark 8: 35. 

Matthew 26: 39· 

OnP- of th~ Collects at thA end of. Anglican 

Mattins. 

Matthow 11: 29-30. 

See Sacrifice of Praise: Vilma G. Little. 

Longmans Gr~Pn and Co. It is important for 

the whelP. of this sAction. 

(9} For growth of officP. and analyses of structurP­

see Sa.crifice of PrR lsi=!, Vilma G. Little, : 

An outlinP- of Worship, William D. Maxwell. 

Cha'9t~r on Choir Off~ces in Li t1:1r gy and 1rfors hip 

edited Lowther ClarkP and Charles Harris. 

(10) There are of course psalms such as 58 and 69 

and 109 whose language sound sub-Christian. 

The South African Book of Common Prayer brackets 

the whelP- of ~salm 58 and thP offP.nsive vers4s 

in othP-r psalms. But the traditional Christian 

way of treating the 'ImprP-catory' psalms is to 

rPad into thPm a 'MYstical' meaning, rPferring 

the cursPs to tho d~vil, our r~al enemy. Philo 

of Alexandria treat~d in this way Scriuture 

passagPs which would not fit with his philosophy. 



J.M. N~ale's 4 volum~ commontary on the psalms 

gives vory many instances of this treatment 

from the Fath~rs. Psalm 58, which occurs in 

Gregorian Matins for Vfednesday and Ambros ian 

Noctumfor the first Friday of the month, as 

well as in othor less famous rites, is commen-

ted on in this mAnnor in Vol. 2 of thP Commen-

tary, pago 270 f. 

"A Commentary on the Psalms" J.M. Neale. 

Jose,ph Masters & Co. M3CCCLXXIII 

(11) From a poem by George Herbert. 

(12) Hebrews 12: 1. 

(13) From the Prayer of h'mble access in the Holy 

Communion Liturgy of the Book of Common Prayer. 

(14) That is why Private Offices, though they can· 

be said silently, must always be said with 

the lins forming the words, so that our breath, 

our life goes forth in the service of God, the 

work of God, the Opus Dei. 

(15) Matthew 5: 48. 

(16) The Art of Montal Prayor. Bede Frost, o.s.B. 

page 41. S.P.C.K. 1954· This book has sections 

dealing with the different types of Mental 

Prayer or Moditation. The Ignation, Francis-

can, Salesian, Liguoriqn and Oratorian. 

(17) 11 The Vision of God 11 p.130. Bampton Lectures 

of 1928 : Longmans Green & Co • 
. - .. 

(18) S~e Misunderstanding of the Church, Emil Brunner -

He adopts the opposite point of view, rogarding 

Organisation as a corruption of the Church. 

(19) 1 Corinthians 7 esp. vs 7· 

(20) Lifo of St Anthony, St Athanasius, tr. Robert 

T. MP.yer, Newman Press, 1950. 

(21) Vision of God : K~nneth Kirk, page 174ff 

{22) \'forks of Su~pitius Se11erus in Nicene and Post-



nicP-ne FathP-rs. N~w s~ri~s Vol . XI. ThP­

Christian LitPraturq Co. N.Y.) 

(23) "confl!:'ssions of St AuguetinP- 11 Bk. I Ch. 1. 

'F~cisti nos ad tP P.t inqui~tam P.st cor nostrum 

donP-c reQuiescat in te . ' 

(24) Th~ Rul~ of St B~n~dict. Justin McCann. 

Burns Oat~s 1952. 

(25) Vision of God. Kirk. pp 257-275· 

(26) Vision of God 275-300. Also Medieval hand­

books of Penance. McNeill and Gamer . 

(27) s~P. ThP cr~~d of St Athanasiue, othPrwis~ 

known as th~ QuicunquP Vult. 

(28) Vision of God. Kirk. p. 303. Kirk shows the 

negative asnPct of thP PsPudo-Dionysius, but 

there is so~thing of value for thP- Spiritual 

Life in his annroach. 

(29) 

( 30) 

( 31) 

(32) 

(33) 

( 34) 

( 35) 

(36) 

( 37) 

Op Cit. 308-9. 

Op Cit 

Op Cit 

Op Cit 

Op Cit 

Op Cit 

Op Cit 

311 also 346ff 

330ff 

346ff 

348 

356. 

360 

Externals of th~ Catholic Church. John F. 

Sullivan. Page 7· Longmans Gre~n & Co. 

"ThP littlP. flowers of St Francis" tr . by 

Fr anciscan Fa thP.rs of Unton, r evised by 

Thomas OkPy, (Hollis and CatPr 1947.) 

( 38) Se e chapt er Two, which refers to t his venera ­

tion g ivP-n to D&minic . 

(39) J a mes 5: 20. 

(40) Vision of God. Kirk . 362-3 . 

(41) See Life of St Francie of Assisi. Fr. Cuthbert, 

O.S. F .C. Longma.ns. J an. 1948, and 11 The Perfect 

Joy of St Franc is", Felix Timmer mans tr Molly 



Bird. Mowbrays 1954, "st Francis of Assiei" 

G.K. ChPstPrton. Hodder & Stoughton, 1946. 

(42) Vision of God . Kirk. 363-71. 

(43) Although St Thom~s contribution has an impor-

( 44) 

( 45) 

( 46) 

( 47) 

tant temporary aspect, meeting the needs of 

his age, yet h~ made a definite contribution 

to the Inward LifP.. 

Vision of God. Kirk. 371-8. 

See ~glish Hymnal, nos 317, 326, 330, 331. 

Vision of God. 379 - 94· 

"Dazzling Darkness" by Guy Bowden: Lognmans 

Green & Co. 

(48) Vision of God. 394· 

(49) This work is attributed to Thomas a Kempis, 

but urobably not written by him - see Kirk: 

Vision of God. 394-6. 

(50) Vision of God 396-404. 

{51) Encyclo~aed ia Brittanica: Eleventh Edit. 

Vol. 10, ~age 940ff. 

(52) Introduction to thP Devout Life: St Francis de 

Sales. Longmans 1898 . 

(53) Any Saint to any Nun. p 22. The whole letter 

should be read. (From Ouvres de Saint Francis 

de Sales Tom9 xii L~tnre clxxiv) 

(54) Vision of God. 418. 

(55 ) 1 Corinthians 13: 3. 

(56) 

57) 

(58) 

Cha~ter .Five. has short notPs on the rPvival 

of the RPligious LifP within Protestantism in 

the Twentieth CPntury. 
I See a:ticles in Encyclopaedia Brittanica. 

11th edit •. Also Chambers Encyclopaedia 1950. 

Vision of God. 434. 

(59) Vision of God. 434-5· 

(60) Under the t Prm simplest Christian, I do not 

include the ~ntally dPfici~nt or the Insane . 



They presAnt a problPm _in ThAology with which 

this book doP.s not attempt to deal. 

(61) Some of Fr Andrew's b~st loved works are 

"M~ditations for Everyday": A.R.Mowbray & Co, 

London. 

"In the Sil~=>ncP" 4 retreat addresses A.R. Mow-

bray & Co. London. 

nAdventure of Prayer" : A.R. M::>wbray & co . London. 

"The GardAn11 a passion play. Plaistow Press, 

London. 

(62) KennP.th Kirk's book 11 ThA Vision of God" is a 

monumental piece of research into the eternal 

quest of man to seA the face of God, and the 

answers that have comP from within the Christian 

Church to this quest. I have relied on it for 

thP sequenc~=> of the last section of this chap­

ter, and it will be apparent that I have adopted 

many of his ideas, but I cannot agreP. with all 

of them - particularly his last chaptP.rs on 

disinterest and unselfish love. I think he treads 

on very dangProus ground, and that his arguments 

are neithPr philosophica lly nor theologically 

sound. I honP to elaborate this in a later 

book, but briefly, I would replace his chief 

category of "self-forgetfulness" by a somewhat 

germanic phrase "Suffer-willing , Joy-dP.siring 

Love". For Love is in its true nature, transcends . . 

and includes both selfishness and selflossness, 

both self-knowlP.dge and selfeforgetfulness, it 

is always willing to _give , but it always des ires 

to r eceive. It suffers in obediencP until 

death, but it always desires joy, and this de­

sire is two-fold. It d os ires to joy in the well­

being, the goodnP.ss, ~erfection and beauty of 

the B~=>lovPd, and that is selfloss joy, but it 

also desires to joy in the love which the Beloved 



rAturns, and if to desire tho love of the 

Beloved is SAlfish thAn this selfishnPss is 

not wrong, and evPn in desiring the relation­

shi~ of love to b~ unique, it is not wrong. 

WhPre human aff~ctions Prr is that our hearts 

becom~ embitt~red whon therP is no return, and 

we CP.ase to give when WA do not receiv~, and 

this Love never dops, however deep the pain. 

The love to which I refer is the Love as 

it is manifestod in Christ's incarnate life, 

for in it is every aspe~t of Love revealed in 

human terms, and our a~~rehAnsion of it grows 

as we come closor to Christ. In Christ's life 

we soe God's love for man, and th~ ~roper love 

of man for God, and th~ love of man for man. 

We seo the self-giving as~ect of love in the 

Miracles, and the dAsire to receive in the 

tears of Christ shod OVAr Jerusalem and in His 

cry 11 I thirst 11 from the cross. It is a suffer­

willing Love, bocause Christ goes to the cross, 

although He says "If it be possible let this 

cup pass from IDA, nevertheless, not my will but 

thine be done". It is joy-desiring, and Our 

Lord's High Priestly nrayer (John 17) is filled 

with joy-dosiring Love, and the antici~ation 

of Union with thP Fathor and the joys of heaven -

at least it is anticipation for us, and desire 

for us, although with Christ desire and its 

fulfillmont were ono. Vorse thirteen of this 

grAat cha.ptor s ays "But now I come to thee, ~ 

and these thin69 I sn~'>ak in the world, that they 

may have my joy fulfill~d in thems plves • 11 

I think the trouble with Kirk is that he 

analysos the problom ovormuch, and dividAs in 

thought aspects of Love which are a unity in 



~xperiPncP, and thPn s~ts th~s~ aus~cts of th~ 
. . 

on~ rP.ality in ou~osition to ~ach othP.r, where­

as in Lov~ th~re is no opnosition b~tw~An the 

selflPSS and thP sP.lfish, although in our poor 

imitations of this Love thPr~ oft~n is. 



'?IVE 

CONCLUSIONS AND Sl'ECULATIONS 

Of !Mt•rlq 1 om1 tt""d, •,rh 1ch 1R imnort'lnt to th~ 

und~rstanding of th~ d~voloum..,.nt of th• q~l 1gious 

lit•, but tb1s om1se1on h~e b~""D n""c""ssary, for the 
'"( 

nurnos• of this book is n""1thor h1s tor1onl no1 to 

nrovid~:~~ !l. p:los:~~""rY of torme ""nd d""f1n1t1ons ""hich 

~r~ ~cul1~r to th"" Roli01oue Life. i P. hav"" a ~1d 

nothing of olos""d ~nd on""n ord~rR or of vows t""m-

norAry 'lnd finrtl, or thoir d1sn-n~".t1 ::m. ItA belVA 

hRrdly touch""d thA eubjnct or tho Rul""S of th"" d1f­

:t'fl"rPnt 6f'"'1t communiti~e, ( I ) but this is bocr.tue'!t 

our f'urnoe"" is nuroly th..,.olog1on.l, an att..,. mnt to 

contr1but~ ~omothing to th~ undorst~ndin$ of th~ 

Dootrln, ot th"" 'Jhuroh by showing th'lt the ;tn li ?.1 ·:ue 

L1f~ 1s ~n 1nt""or~ l n~rt of tho Church, and h~s a 

no~1t1vo contribution to m~ko to hor lifo 1n h""r 

to'!Dn~rqry, t""tnnOr!'ll , fll't,..rn'-' 1
1 
"lnd ln•.,ard 1SntScta. 

~lthough tho Biblo h~e not b~""n ~uot~d or r~r~rrod 

to 'IS oxt.enslvoly 'l S it might h"lV~ bo~n. I hon~ tha t 
.e. 

lt h:lS b~.sn m!3 jo f'Uff1ci,.ntly ol~·•r ln th, fotf~o1ng 

normativP in th~ ~es~ePIDPnt of ~ h~ ~eli ~ i~UR LifA 

~nd its rol~ in tho 0huroh. 

ryof in1t1on of th~ Rel1 ~ 1ouA Llffll' 

Th•r~ ie on~ cr1tic1~ m t h~t mi ght b, lq ~itlm­

at~ly ~d~ , ~ nd th1t 1~ thqt the d~f1n1t1on of th-. 

R.ell ._lous L1 fo , that of 11. community of m"n or '>"~omon 

bound by th~ vows of ~ov,rty, ch~stlty ~nd ob~dl,noP, 

h"'e b~,n too n~rro,., "'nd conf 1n1n:: . But it ie n~c•­

eeqry to f lrPt •t ~ cl•~r vl.e~ of th• m1 inetro1m 
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c1atP tho log1t1m~t~ e1dP-d~valonm~nts ~nd adap­

t a:tions of thP R~lidous l1f~ 1n tho p1.st, or snPa­

ulatts on·. tho ~d~,..,t'!ltiontt which might t~ko nlaal!' 1n 

the"!~ contnmporary -~orld, eo as to br- of blano1"1 t to 

thP lif~ of tho Church. 

Th~ ~nohoritoe or ~olit~r1~s, Whom w~ r~g~rd ae 

tb-. ~roeursore of th~ full ~ol1 g1ous L1r~ , ennnot 
\. 

baa •xcludl!!'d from th.e- Rol161ous Lifo 1-·s Wflt bro~dPn 

our dof1n1t1on, ~nd thny do not dis~n~~r rrom th~ 

sueh as • .. u"ro or01nisod by PnchomiuA, ~n-<1 1ct ror 

Bna11. IndPfJtd m'lny of th.o S·1 inta \'lhom "'"' clt~ im for 

th" R•l1g1oues .T.1f''-' 11v.ed in community h "1VC\ al­

t•rn"ltod he~tw,.,.n tho Roll ta.ry !qnd thP community lifP. 

~t ;orn.nc1n of 1\se 1a1, tt') o1 to but on"' •x•:nnnlo, sn,e.nt 

long pPriods of his lifo after his conv~rs1on 1n 

s8n~at1on from his br~thr•n. St Bnn•11ct h1ms~lr 

h~d ~on a eol1tRry, ~nd h1R rulo 1mol1ns th~t Sol1-

t ar1•s qro of~ h1ghor ordAr th~n co~nob1tPP., for ho 

nr~~~~tion f~r tho sol1t~ry 11f~ of thP ~nchorit~. 

{ ~ ) A ueoful tt.:~f:lk •l'fh1ch could bf!l r.ttt,.mnt,e~~d 1R ,q 

h1sto~J of the aolit~y monk throu~out tho ~gps, 

~nd an ~tt~mpt to ~seaee hie nlae~ 1n th~ 11r~ of 

tb• Church. Ono solit~ry of p~rtloul~r lnt~roet to 

\ngllc~s 1a th~ Lady Juli~n, ~nchor~Rs of Nor wich, 

..rhoao ·t~~~r1t1ngs ••Roval11ttone of D1v1~ T .. OV" 11 ~.ro bo-

coming incr~~1ngly pouular 1n rPonnt y~~s . It is 

dltf1oult t ') "l.PS4t>SB th111 nlt:lc~ of thP S"llit nry 1n thP 

Church tod~y, for two obvious r~~eons. On ~arth, 

t he v~luP or a Soltt~ry's 11fo, ~nqrt from thP crowds 

that ~~~ ~ttraot~d to hlm, and 1n~rfor~ with his 

~olttud~, c~n only b~ ~~~~e~~d by his wr1t1n: s or 

sayln~ , which usu-:tlly only bocotnel wijoly kno-wn n.ftPr 
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h lt o~ th~ ~hurch will ~nly fully ~ known in Hea-

~nd from tiaP to tim• h~s s~t s group or cont•mnlat-

1v~a - who ~r· but n At~~ r~mov~d from ~nchorlt~s -

i n thP h~qrt of~ m1An1onary ~r·~. not to do ~ny 

"nr~ot1c"ll'' '<'~ork, but to •ng q,6P 1n thflll most 1moortmt 

work of ~11, th~ worehin of God, with a sn~c1~1 Pm-

nh~eie on 1nt~rc~e~1on f~r th~ conVPrs1on of th• 

h•a:than of thP l·md in which th~y 11V"· ( ~ ) 

Although thP dPflnltlon of th• R•l101ous LifP 

waa confin~d to th• Community lifP livPd undPr th• 

vows ot Pov~rty, Ch~etlty :ttnd Obed1•ncflll 1 y•t w~ h:RVP. 

triad t? show th~t th~ chl•f, the ~sa~nt1~1 function , 

or the ~elieious L1f• in thP llf~ of th• ~burch ia 

a Pr onhPt1c onP, ~nd if wo oxn~d our d~f1n1t1on of 

th• Relig iouP Lif• to 1nclud• ~11 thoSP · hoe~ liv•s 

hav flll b~•n mnrk~d by ~ nqrticul~r ~nd ~culi~r d•di­

cntion or r~nunci~tion (tnou~h not n•c•aa~ily ~ 11 

or 'lny of tho thr•o vo, .. ts of novt:trty, eh:~eti ty R.nd 

obod1•nc•) whioh ~~t~ th~m ~n~rt from oth~r momb~rs 

ot th~ Church, ~nd whoa~ rol~ 1n th• 11f~ or th~ 
Church hRs b~~n nr1marily nro~hPt1c. th•n this will 

g1v~ ua a Atand~rd by which to juds• diff•rAnt movflll­

monts in Church history ~s eidP-d~v•lon~nts or adan­

tat1~ns of th~ ~~li g1nua Lif•. Th• m~nn~r in which 

th~ nroph~tie rol• 1s fulf11l•d 1s thA t•ut ~B:to 
'·"~h•th11r th<'!>A• s idt:t-dPV~~'~lon~nta ':lnd adqnt·1 t1ona ~ r.-. 

1.-gitim§t~~t. or 1llegitim~t"', 'lS it 1a t.ha teost of tbP 

hA~lth or th~ m~instrb~m of th• R•l1g1oue l1fn in 

Throughout th• agos, th~ RA11gious Lifo h~s ~on 
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thtt ~~11~1ous L1f¢.S Cll>a.a~s to b~ 1n anme •<t<J.y 111 r~­

buk• ~d admonition to thP Church, th~n thtt Ohureh 

1s 1n gr~v~ if unAuspoctttd eomnrom1a- with th• world. 

From th• qttl1g1oue lir~ ~ro~h•te Ar1~• in ~~ob g•nP­

r~tion. i • b~v~~a f!!-.1tn th:qt st Ant~ny of i!'g;ypt nln.y~d 

a ~ro-h•t1c rol•,. ~nd so OPntur1oa l~tor did P•t•r 

thP. h•rm1t, nr•11cbin~ tb.• oursad•s with blr-tring s1n­

e• r1ty. It 1s ~leo tru~ that thP RA1i ~l10UP liff.l!' has 

bA-n th~ br~~ding ground of eo~ h•rPa 1archs, not~bly 

~~lag1ue. ~~rt1n LuthPr was a monk, and tod~y by 

thous~nda htt 1a r~gftrd•d ~s a nro~h~t, nnd by thou­

sands ~e an h~r•tio. But tod~y t~ R•l1g1oue l1f~ 

n-.•me to h~v· ab~naon~d th~ rol• or ~r~nh•t. ~ fun­

ction which it must fulfil 1n th4 futur~, 1f it is 

to 'b.- tru ... to ita rolA 1n th• lif~ of thP r~hureh. 

Of coura- th•rtt ar~ •xe•ntion~, ~nd ~s w• h~v· al­

rhady m~ntion~d, ~mong thAm, fo~ 0hr1et1~n ~outh Af­

r1e~~. th~ f1gur~ or P.?.tn-r Tr~vor Huddloston °mArg-s. 

boldly r a buk1ng a Non-Chr1stLa.n Gov,.rnm-nt. 

?r~~h.ot ~nd F~l~~ Pronh~t ~r" not eo d1st~nt 

trom ~~ch ~ther, ~nd n~1th•r 1e a ~ro~n•t ot th• N.ow 

Iera•l ~nd a H•r•t1o. Both all too ott•n b•l1•v~ 

that th•y hJ:!VP !I ~s ... ,~<:• from God , both h g,v, ":!. truth 

~h1eh th~y must nr•~ch, ~lthough th• H•r•tic nr•ach.os 

it ~t th• co~t of c•ntrql truth. But it th• dividing 

lin• is thin, than w• s~~ in t h• nurit~n and ·v~n­

o•l1o~l mOVP~ntS Of th• l~at fPW cantur1Pe , thP 

nh•nom•n..,n which we. m~Jy eummnr1za ~s ,rot•P.tantism, 

~ mov•m•nt whioh is 1nh•r•ntly and b~e1c~lly th• s~mP 

ns ~11 tho gr·~t ~ol1g1oue mov·~nts a nd foundations 

or 't)':lst o•ntur1"'R· If w~ "''"'" 1n John 1•sl•y an 

ad~nt•d 3a1nt 7rqno1s, ~ n~ in G~n·r~l Booth R b~ard•d 

and h~r,t1o~l I~~t1ur Loyol~ , th•n, ~lthou~ ~~ 

may r•gard th~ s~otg ~b1ch havtt sprung trom both thAe~ 

-· 1 
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men as 1nadPquat~, and PVP.n h~r~tical ( Ur ) w~ must 

not dPny to thPm a nronhPtic function, for by their 

P.Xist~ncP th~y are a judgem~nt on th~ Church, nointing 

to an 1nadPquacy 1ri its tP. aching , or its WAY of lif~. 

Jus t as in thP past thP Aarly fathPrs of thP. desArt 

fl~d from a SPcularisPd Church, so in thP. nas t . fP.w 

CPntur1Ps a similar flight has t akPn placP. ThP glory 

of th~ first movP.IDP.nt was that it was incornoratPd AS 

a living nart into thP lifP of thA Church, the 

tragPdy of thA sPcond movP.~nt is t ha.t it has s~n­

aratPd itsPlf, or bPPn SPnar~tPd, from th~ LifA, the 

ministry and thP Sacraments of thP. Historic Church. 

It is not for us to WAigh out guilt, but to admit 

th~ tragPdy , ~d to l~bour to bring mpn back, and to 

rP.storP the breaches, so that WP may bP one fold under 

onP. shPpherd. 

OnP of thP gravP errors of puritRnism, or what 

we t oday dPscribP. as puritanis m (P.XP.molifiPd in South 

African Baptists and othPr SPots who do not permit 

smoking, drinking alcoholic b~vPragP.s , attending the 

cinP.ma or dancing) is that it m~kPs what may bP. ~ lP.­

gitimatP rP.nunciation on thP part of individuals with 

a particular vocation, into a standard of disciplin~ 

for evP.ry m~mbPr of thP. group, and thP group cla ims 

to be thP. Church. H~rP is an illPg itimatP. dPVP.lopment 

of the Religious LifP, for it lPgislatPs f or all 

Christians wherP i t should only lPgislate for the fpw. 

Yet the emphasis of this narrow puritanis m could find 

a legitimatP PXnrP.ssion within Ca tholicity, by becoming 

the discinlinP. of a particular Religious Ordor, and 

the discinlinP would b~ even stricter than the puritan's 

d isoiplinP, bPcausP it would include chastity as well 

as povPrty qnd obPd ience. (.)' ) 

The ~thodists, who bega n by emphas i zing disci-
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nl1nf!, ( (o ) now, to a la.rg• ~xt•nt n•6l~ct it. They 

may nav• k•nt, throughout th~tr history. th• Church's 

f•aste, but ~lmoet ~11 tod ~y d1er~g~rd th• Church's 

fa•ts. TbAy a·t111 r•ta1n .1att1ns 'tnd "'E'V"'nROng in · 

so~ thod1st Churoh~s, but this 1s not a d1eo1nl1n• 

1mnos•d on th•ir cl•rgy for d~lly r•c1tat1on. ~·r­

hane this 1s th• v1•w of ~ b1~e~•d ~ngl1can , who was 

one~ a Mathod1st, but I think that th•r- is far too 

gr-.illt an •mnh.g.s1e on 'aonv•rs1on' in th-. !.,..thod1et 

Church, f'lnd 1neuff1o1•nt •mnh~P1s on f3qnct1f1oat1on, 

d1sc1nl1n• nnd th• Bl~es•d s~craaPnt ot Ohrlet's 

Body and Blood. If t~ ~thodlete b~d b~ooma a. fran­

ciso..,_n-ty,.,• mov(lll!])&nt within th~ Cb.urch,. th"ir en.oc1al 

~mph~s1a on oonv~rsion could h~v· b•~n r~t~1n•d, ~nd 

hav• mndo ~ n~rt1oul~r contribution to th• 11f• of 

th• Church, and what th•y lack•d would nav• b••n m~d~ 

u~ by th~ 11f• of th• whol• Ohuroh in wbich thAy 

G&n•ral Booth found•d th~ salv~t1on Army on 

m111t~ry 11n•e, ~nd 1n it w• hav~ a t lA~t n ~cho 

ot tbo m111t~ry ord•rs of th• T~mnlars and th• Hos­

nit'!\ll•re, ~nd of tbtt J•eu1ts ( "( ) but thoy h11vo 

abgndonod th• saor~~nts of thA Church, and s o hnVP. 

~ut th~ ms•lv•s outs1d~ thA ~1s1bl~ Church, tor th~ 

Sacr~m•nts qr• ~n (lll~s~nt1~1 part of th~ structuro of 

th~ Church. Y•t 1f th•y h qd b~~n a movAm~nt w1th1~ 

th• Oburch (11ko th• Church Ar~ of t h• 4ngl1cqn 

Cburch) th•1r ~nPr~1oe could hav~ bP~n canallsftd , 

wit hout thoir th•ology ~coming h•r•t1cal. 

Th~ ~u~kors ~rP a similar groun. Ins1do th~ 

Church th•y may hav• bocome a grA~t cont~m~lat1v• 

ord•r. But 1n s•~arqtin0 rrom thA Church , t h•y nav~ 

ab~ndon•d both Sncrqm~ts ~nd ministry, ~nd •v•n 

cr•~ds, or qny et~nd~rd of orthodoxy (including th~ 
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B1ble) otbAr than that of th~ '!nn~r Light•. 

·~ c~nnot d~ny. ~nd d~ not att~mot ~o dPny 

thAt good work is donn by ~t~od1sm, th~ Sq lvat1on 

Army~ ~nd thP Soo1,..ty of F'riPnds, and thP. pur1t~.n 

srouns, but good ·ffot'k 1.n<1 1ntont1ons and sound 

en~ractAr ~rft not thP only tPate of truth, ~nd in 

P~h~8 i7ing o~ ~snoot o~ t~ truth, th•y d~nriv~ 

thPlr ~mbers of thP wnolP truth, which ls 1n th~ 

trP. aAury or thP Church . Y~t thPY ~lso judge th~ 

Church. ~nd nrol"'hPSY !'.l ,e""l.1net hot.\r, s o t . ~t shn m'l.y ~ 

,rovok,..d ~n··l cb<:tll,..ngod to bring out of hPr tr,qa­

eury into tho light of d~y th~ a~n~cte of truth 

th~t ehP h~s allow~d to bP obecurPd, nnd eo mPPt 

th~ a1tuat1on ~nd thP nroblnms of thP contomnorary 

world. 

~g1t1mat-. eld,..-d~~olopmPnts and ada~tat1ons o~ 

t~ RPl!g!~u~ Lif P ln tho na8t. 

In ~1don1ng our dAf1n1t1on or tho rtP11g1oUB 

L1t~ to inoludP not onlv thoeP who 11va 1n Community 

under tb.P thrP-.:fold vow, but. also those i>~hose- livoa 

ar~ ch~rRot~rte~d by a u~culi~r r~nunc1~t1on ~nd 

d• dieat1on, ~nd whoa~ 11vPe ar~ ~ ~ro~h~tlo wttnPse 

to th~ Churoh, 1t 1e noea1bl~ tJ bo ~cous~d of 

blurring tho ~d gos of th~ ~~ltgtous Lit~, ~nd making 

1t m-.lt 1moer o,.ut1bly into thA 11r~ of tho wholP 

Church, :for ~~rli~r 1t w~s shown th~t th~ R~l1g1ous 

L1f • c ·~nnot cla im t.o bt.' a h1 ~h~r w.1y or ·~n 1nnor 

ring , ~d thJlt '!fVPry Chr1st1M hP.B a. un1-1 u~~' vooR.tlon 

!rom God. It 1e ~lso truo tnnt in ovory Chr1st1~nte 

lifo r~nune1~t1on muat nl~y lts n~rt, :for w~ nrft tnld 

to t~ko u~ our erose and follow Chris t (f ). Christ 

i s Pronh~t, Pr1,set
1
and King , ~nd oach ~mber of 

H1n body h qe so~ eh~ro 1n th~ nr1aatly, nro~h~tle 

.qnd n11~tor!l.l 1 t fo of nhr1et. -~ 11 t hi s 1e tru•. and 
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th• 11~• of th~ ~hurah. a~n havb th• cl•~r-out d1e­

t1nctionn of logic. In f Dct, thP blurring of th~ 

edgf!!e is n•ofii'SS"iry, for if thP Re-ligious life W"\B com­

nl~t•ly A~~~.,t~ from th~ r•at of th• 11fP ~f th~ 

Church• so that thoe• who did not b~long ~o ~ol1g1ous 

Commun1t1•e in no e~ns• ah~r~d in th~ duti•o ~nd 

nr1v1l•g .. s of tb.at lit~ j th--n th(l) Pronhilit1c rolP of 

th~ Rfll'ligioue Ltr~ ~,ould d1e'=ll')'nb~r, :ror thPr~ ar• 

t wo aan~cte of Fronh•cy. First it 1e A ~a~~~ from 

God, 8""condly th• m•as"g• is to th~ nr•s~nt situation. 

If th~ R•ligt0ue 11f~ W9S comnl~t~ly cut off from thP. 

r•at of th~ 11f• of th• Ohurch, eo that th~ vows of · 

~ov-~ty, Ch~et1ty ~nd Ob•dl•ne~ w•r~ only r~l•vqnt 

to th~ 1nhf.\b1ta.nts of th"' cloiet•r, and -~-.r-~ not in 

sorn- e•ns~ obligatory f"or 13.11 Chr1at1.,ns, th• Life, 

which 1s th• nronh•oy (thP words ~nd t~~ch1ngs of 

m-mb•rs of R•l1gioue hous•e 1s not nr1m~ry, but a n 

n~c·a~~ry r~eult of tho 11fA) ~ould not be rPlAVant 

to ue, hPr~ and now. Th~ ~r~nh~te w•r~ R~br•we 

s~aking to H•br~wa, gnd on tho rnr~ oceas1one wh~n 

th~y anokA to oth•r th~n thotr o~n nation, thAy w~r• 

etill mon so~Ak1ng to mon. Th•y a~otP of a common 

duty, eharAd by thA «hol~ of IsraAl, ~nd ~11 thA 

nations ~f thP oarth. Christ our Lord 1a m~n as w~ll 

~P ~~. 4e m~n h~ s~·~ke t~ our nA~de ~nd our dut1•s, 

as Ood ho c ~n sat is ty our nf!'>ode and fln9bljl) ue to ful­

fil our dut1o$. 

Bao~ue~ thft ~ol1g1ou~ 11f~ shqr•e 1n th~ 11f• 

ot th• ·1hol• Church, qnd tho whol• Church in soma 

s•ne• eh~r·a 1n its 11f•, th• Rollci oua lifA c~n nAr­

f?rm 1te ~ro~h~ttc function, qnd an qlmoPt in•v1t~bl• 

r•Rult of th1A 1~ R two-fold movorrPnt. On•, th• 

br•aking out from tho rigid confin•~ of tho Roligious 



125. 

LitP ~s 1t 1e circumscribod by th~ vows of nov~rty, 

eh~st1ty ~nd obndienc~ ~nd lte oo~mun1l ~orAh1n, 1n 

ord~r to ~com& moro 11k~ th~ lifo of tho r~st of 

tn~ Church, but all to tho groator glory of God, ~nd 

boOflU&o th• lhly Sn1r1t haa dirootjlad it "llong thie 

nqth. ~nd -:·wo, tho 1m1tqt1on of tho ~ ... 11g1ous lifA 

on th• nart of th• laity, to conform ita lif~ by 

rul• and d1scinlin~ eo th~t it accord moro fully 

with tho lif~ of tho Roligiou~. Th,. r~~ult of this 

t wo-told mOVfl!l~nt 1e that th• 111d8oe ~r· tllur.r•i, 

~nd n•~t d~fin1t1on and logic cannot bP our guidPs, 

but rath~r th~ Chr1st1nn virtUPS of co mmonsPnsP and 

r "'llSonablonPse. 

·Throughout th• ~istory of tb• ~burch WP h~v· 

instancos wh•n thPro w~s an overla~ b•tw••n thP. RP.­

ligioue LifP a nd tho GPnPral l1fo or tb~ Church. . 

Th• u~nir 1 tual tf~rri1igoe" ( ~ ) of St naul 's d '.3 y wPrA 

in 'n•ith•r ono thin~ n or t'oth•r' an i lator ~o find 

a ~nlr1tual marrl~go 1n tho 11f• or ~moun ~f Nitria , 

who 11v•d 1n c i1aat1 ty with his ff if~ tor •1ghtAon 

yfl"~tre beforP t aking on th'-' full mon.,At1c llft!t - y-.t 

I think his ohronicl~rs would h~vo r~gArd•d him as 

b• 1ng a monk for th• firet ~tght~an yoar~ ~s w~ll as 

t nn last y• ~rs which hA sn~nt a lonn. St Ecn~d1at 

1n his rul• condPI!tlS th~ ''Gyrov~gUPB 11 ( ro ) 'lnd yt)t 

th• ~r~noiec~n ~nd Dom1n1cnn mov•mant~ . by w~ndAring· 

around ~uronc , unconftn~d by any fix~d abod~ , had 

much in common with thP Gyrovaguos. >ibat BAnPd1et 

r~gard•d as an 1ll~g1t1m~~ PXtPn9ion or thP ~~11g1ous 

11f~ is se•n by thA Church todsy ~e a l •g1t1msto dA­

v~lonmPnt, and PranciPc~ ~nd Domintc~ne and similar 

ord•ra , ara rogard~d as o~rt of th• RP11g1oue l1fA -

though thA co :ntm.m•' l qsp"'Ct of th.,t 11f'tt» 1s not atr-.a­

s~d . Th• m111t~ry ord~re w~rA ~noth~r n~w dPnartur•, 
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fo~ wberft~e onco ~n h~d ~ec1u~d to m~nqst~r1&e to 

a•otd m111tqry duty, no·.., th~ sol;!1r-r monk ~~rgtnd 

on thP field o~ b~ttl•, and ~o 1nr:u~nc~i th~ 1dPa 

of knighthood that tn~ vi gils snd oth~r nr~n~rat1ons 

for rec•1v1ng kniggtbood w~r~ r~flectlone of thP 

fln~l vowe t~k•n by a ~el1g1ous in h1A comcunlty. 

Th• J&eu1tA, 1n thlt't1r own d"'Y, brokb do;rrn tr'l ·".l!­

ttonal v iewe of the Rtttl i gioue Li.f•, by 1ns 1at1ng 

th~t g,ll full ~mbAre of th~tr ord•r b"' "'ri~eatg and 

in not r.e!!·lu1r1ng th~ offic• to ~ r•o1t•d communt.j.lly, 

as d1d oth~r monk~. Th~y arA n~1th•r Fr19rs nor 

.onke, but something new. Th• Auguet1n1~ Canons 

r•cit~d th• offi~e co~~un~lly, ~nd y•t ~r• not off1o-

1~lly rtttg~rdftd as bttt1ng ~mbars of ~ R•l1~1oua ord~r, 

~t ?rqnc 1!1 not only founded tho Fr1~.rs minor, 

'lnd th• soeond orde.r, th• ,,or Clar•s, but -:tlao th~~S 

Third Ord•r, Which lmnoses on 1te ~mb~rs a rul~ of 

lit•, but ~llowa them to mqrry qn1 continu~ 1n th~ 

W'>rld. Y~t Frflne1~ C"llod 1 t his th1r·i order, R.nd 

r~garded 1t aR a -o3.rt of tb• whol~ i"ranc1sc«.~n movP­

~nt. It 1a h~rA thRt th~ lin~ of d-m~ro~tion b~­

tw~~n tho Rali~oua Lir~ ~nd tho gan-ral lit~ of th~ 

Church mer ,:es comnlAt,_ly, boc':'USb clthOU6h th~C rulos 

tmnosAd on thA third ordrr w~rP atriotPr th~n the rulPB 

imnoe~d on all Church ~mb~re, ther• are rulAS which 

PY•rv faithful mAmb~r of th• Church ia obl1~d to 

k••n • ( I\ ) 

11th tn~ third 0rd•r of St ?rqnc1s in mind, th• 

comrun1ty foundotl lit I..1 ttl~ G1dd1ng by Nichol~s 

?.-rrar 1a not ~e strang• 'lEI 1 t '3n~~t'A '"hon w~ rog11rd 

it A£1 an qlmo£~t 1~ol1lt"'d 'Plhonom,.non ·-t lthln th"" ft ngl1-

ean Communion, s•t in history bPt·.ve•n thP d1esolut1on 

of th• mon~at•rin£~ in H•nry VIII's timo• ~nd th• ro­

v1v~l of th~ ~·11b1ous Lif• under th• 1~~tus of thA 
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Oxford mov~~nt. ( t~ ) 

Th, Community of L1ttl• G1dd1ng was not bound 

by vows of Ch~etity. nov~rty or Ob~dionee. Nicnolas 

".!nd t wo of his s1st~rs voluntarily dAo1d~d on tho!! 

OP11bat~ l1fP-, ~nd th~ obodi~na• g1v•n to N1cholgs 

wa.s ~~"nt1r,.ly volunt.qry, "".nd not obligatory. 'I'h~ 

an1r1t of novnrty wns kn'T'It by ~ rt!\nunc11it1on .,f' m.,ny 

worldly plPaSurPe, which w~r~ ronlac•d by pl~~aur•a 

orR morA sn1ritu~l n~turA. N1cb~l~e l•ft h1~ books 

of noPtry lock~!!~d un in hie trunk, :nnd oonun"lndP•i that 

th~y be burnt on thn P.not ~hnr~ hA w~s buriAd. In 

th,. P.V,o!'lo.ning ~Ddif'ying atory-t~~tlling r~nlao~~>d thl.' card 

g·un..-s PO pr~vft.le-nt in thn ~iorld. It 1e 1n th~D ' 'Littl~ 

G1 ' ding Off'icA'; th~.t "YIA ao,. e. etr1k1ng rA~S•mbla.ncA 

to th~& hours k•1'"lt in mon~.F.tic bous.eoe, though L1 ttl.eo 

3idd1ng has a mor~ r160r-ou~ round of off1o~e th~n h~e 

oonv•nt1~w.tl monast1.eis ::u. !nstjl),ad of a i.l~~kly r,...­

c1tat1on of th.:t nRalt~r, LittlP G1dd1ng rtte1t"'d it 

da 1ly, :-md th.nr~ Wll:lrb in a.dd 1 t1on v1g1lt! which l~sted 

through th~ n1ebt. Th• community had no e~lf-o~ntr~d 

u• rf'es>ct1on1st idP~ 1 ·,rh1ch it follow•d • but W#l!!l al­

wqys consolous th~t its l1f• wqe liv•d in thP context 

ot thA ltfP of th~ \4hOlt'1 Church. N1chol '· e ?'~rr-~r W:lS 

~lwnye a t a1thful ~ngl1c~n, thoush his cont1nent~l 

trnv•ls hAlTled him to t\Pt thP &ngl1c~n Communion in 

th~ ~td~r fpllowehln of thP wholo Churoh. Thou ~h 

1nflu~ne~d by th~ workd of L~urane• ~unoli ~nd Fr~ncis 

d~~> C::t loe, and noe~ 1bly by th~ Or atory a t ~11dua, 1n­

sn1rt~~d by St 'Phil in N'«"r1 (l .l ) h~'~> \1q_e n.-vPr .g roman1st, 

f or a ll th,.. nur1ta.ne RURn1c1oua, for hA r.ag1.rded tho 

~ono AP ant1chr1~t (thi~ bPli•f o ~n onl y bP •xnlqin•d 

by ro:ffl'r,.nc~ to ti.1P li.mits i rnposl!l-d by th,. conditions 

of N1cholqe ft~.e.rr'-lr'~ d1.y). Int~rceea1on on b.a.h~lf 

of . th~ ·,Jhol"' ~hurch .....,.,_~ ~ conAt~nt ft~- ~ tur~ of th~ 11f~ 
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or th~ ~ommun1ty ~t ~1ttl~ Giddinc . Th~ a~tly r~­

e1t~t1jn of th~ lit~ny w~s b~gun ~e an ~ct of 1nt~r­

c~~~1~n for nl~gu~-striok~n London, but ~~a conttnu~d 

did not cut 1tsPlf off from th~ lifn of thP Church. 

Th~ ~ari~h ~r1P~t m1n1~tcrcd to 1ts nc~de (for N1cho-

community att~nd~d thA ~ ,rish Ghuroh fr•,uPntly to 

Join in tb~ wor~hin of tho ~~rish. Th• n~1 ghbour1ng 

chlldr~n w~rQ oduc~tnd ~t Ltttl~ G1dd1ng , ~nd Nicho­

l~s' s i~ t~ra v1s1t~d and nur$od t ho s1ek. 

L1ttl~ Gldding is a unique comb1n tlon of so~ 

of t h o bPst qa~oct~ of tho qolig1ous L1fn ~nd Fqm1ly 

lit•. Duo to nr~Judlo~, it d1e~nno ~ro4, ~lthou ~h I 

tion of thP Roli~i~ue l ifo . It h~s 1ns~1rod no 

imitators ( ~ lthough t ho ~orav1an br~thr~n havP aomo­

th1n0 in oom-r:on wit h Lit tl,. 31dd1ng ). (l.s ' ) 1'orhans 

it st~nds 1n h1Atory qs ~ ~1tnoss to this ty~o of 

lif"•, ·· nd 'tthon tho t1tn& 1a rino th" ~Ioly Sn1r1t 

will in2 ntr~ th~ Church to d~v~lon ~ new rorm or tn~ 

R~li.gioua T..i"fA built on tho 11nn-e .zh1oh Nicholas 

'?'tarr~r d~'>ID!1rC 'lt"'d in th~ 0ommun1ty or L1 ttlP Gidding. 

Th~ q~li g1ous Lifo outeid~ t~~ Ang!ie~, Rom~n ~nd 

"!!'• ste rn Orthodox !&ommunione. 

m~nt or tht) qoligiou~ life fro~ w1th1n wh ~ t wa may 
(,~ <?~~ 

broadly tPt'm t-rotostruttiam. And h~t"'"' w~ .,.Ul dot:tl 

br1~fly with threo such movom-nte, although th~r~ 

m~y b~ 0thors of wh1eh I hqv~ not hPar d . I bol1~v~ 

thP-t thoeo movement s , 1ndic~t1ng ~ a t~•y do ~ gro~t•r 

~n"Or~ct:Jtion -:>t tho s ·~ cr'lmonts 'lnd th~ d 1sc1nllnod 

life, ~ro norh1ns t ho mo~t honoful el~s r1th1n 
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of Ohurob.~s • 

Th~ ~om~un1ty of !~na { 11 ) 

ThA Ionn community W8S foundPd by 'J~oreP ~eV»od 

'ln '~ others 1n 10.513. It now num~.re onP hur1J rcd full -
Its m!41n nur~o~~~ flr~ th~ rt'tbu1ldlng o:f th"" Abbey on 

Ion~, th- tr~1n1ng of ite mom~re in t ho th~ology of 

Divtn~ h0 'll1ng, tho f! .e-fi:rch for an ·01ns we.r to the noli­

tical Rnd 1ndustr1nl nrobl~me of' tot'h ty, "\l'lc1 the. rovi­

v~l of n~~roci~tion ~nd undor~t~n11ng or L1tur0y and 

th• ~acr~m~nte ln ~ocord~nco with th~ R~for~rs in-

Tho d1sc1nl1no lmoos~d on 1tfl ~mb~r~ is a light 

work on Ion~ during th~ ~umm~r month~, !'"'Storing th~ 

abboy ~nd att-ndtng t~aturoe. During th• r~st of thP 

yt"!> ~r thoy work a.e 'lEIS 1~t?nt.~ ln tndw~tr 1fl l 10\r•fls , f.l.nd 

m~ot r•gul~rly in tho ID91nl~nd of Scotl~nd . A~tor 

this tn1t1n.1 d1ac1nl1no, which l a?tP t w? y•'U'~, a.nd 

m~y b~ e ~llod th~ novltl~tP of th~ ~mbPr~ . mo~ t rP­

t~1n ~ connection w1th th~ Community, qnd try to r•a­

l1s•, 1n tht" "''irlr!h"'P. to wh1ch th~y 'lrP e·1llcd, tht~~ 

l~ssons which th~y hav~ loarnt. ThP Iona c~m~un1ty 

1s a grou!> •t~1thin th~ Church of ftcotl'lnd, ".md under 

1ts d1P.c1nl1n~. but a n~rt of 1tP m1n1~t~r1~1 ~m-

Th~ m~tn ~sD~ct ~f th~ Ion~ Community which links 

it to thP matnstro~m of m~n~sttclem la its qtt~mnt 

to r~etor"' one of the sro~t~ct ~bb~y ~ ~f Chr1et •ndom, 

'.tlh .. rl$ ~t Columta foundcd h1~ gr,.,~t mon"-~ t""ry. Although 

1t h~e grounA within 1t, ~11 mcmbPre and ~sooeisto 

nPmb~rs, tho whole community is r~~lly n1m1la r to a 
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third ordAr such as thP FranciscR.ns b~g!ln, for no p~r-

manPnt vows arP t akPn, and communa l worshin CRn only 

ulay small -part in thP liVPS of its mPmbPrs; for 

thPy only sn~nd two summPrs at Ion'::!. But thPy do hRV~ 

a uro~hAtic function in thA lifA of thA Church of 

Scotlr nd, rPcnlling it to a gr'P!:JtPr anpr~ci~tion of 

thP Sr craments, and r''-"minding it taat thP ministry 

of hP.r ling iS an PSSr->ntial na.rt Of thP ministry Of 

thP. c r urch. Thr-> RPstorPd AbbPy witnPss~s to thP fact, 

so of~en forgotten by so~ membPrs of non-P.nisconal 

comm ions, th~t Christianity did not diP with the 

it hal 
IDOIDPn~ 

of th[ 

of thr 

mainl~ 

~s ~nd r'-"eurrPct with th'-" RPformP.rs, but that 

bPPn an abiding fact in thP. world sincP the 

of thP. Inc!:J.rnation. This prouhetic function 

Community makPB it a lPgitimate dPVP.lo~mPnt 

R.Pligious lif.o, a.lthou :;h its a. ims arP confinPd 

to a t~mnorary situation which it s.o~ks to 

rActify, and it will no doubt gladly CPa.SP to bP once 

that t.omnorary aim is achiAVAd. ( lg ) 

ThA Sist~rhood of St ~1ry at Darmstadt, C~rmany.( t' ) 

This nrotPstqnt si8torhood was foundr->d by two 

Bible TAachers, Dr Klara Schlink (now l'.LOther Bas ilia) 

and ltrika Ma.ddaus (now MothAr Martyria) in 1947. 

During thP war thPY h"' d continur->d v1i th Bible classPs 

in snitP of Hitler's intPrdict, and thP s a~ courage 

manifest s itsP.lf in thP establishmPnt and continuance 

of th~ir community, in spitP of th~ lukP-warm recPn­

t ion it ha.s had in somP quartr->rs of ProtPstant GPr-

many. 

In only on'-" way do thPy diff'-"r from thP main­

strt?!im of thP RPligious lif.o, thPy do not t A.kP. vows, 

but plPdg~s, bPc qusP thPY follow Martin LuthPr, who 

bA11PVPd thAt thP mPmb~rs of r~lig1ous communit1Ps 

should not rPquirP napal dispPnsation, but should be 
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!t·!':l~ to V•av~ tha community at any timt> ( aD). ThP 

fift y ~1ght P-1ate r a Hho b.,.long to thr.~ co;nmun1ty WP .!l.r 

thfl> n.ab1t of nuns t !3nd ·-t•dd1ng rin .~ symbolizing 

c1a l d~votion to ou~ L~dy, and m~~~ thP i r conf~as1ona 

r~gul.11rly. 

Th~ active work th~y eng~g~ ln includ~s ~rform-

1ng relig ious nla.ys, doing soe1A.l 'fr' :>rk , :1nj m~nufao­

tur1ng statu~ry. Thoir'officf'!)' 1ncludPe a "s tiff 

s ch"'..iul , of' j,avotions" ( ~1 ) 11nd v1~1le of nray~r. 

Th~y ht:tv~ ~ rul~D of P il.a.ne,.. which 1e :>n l y brokon hP­

t wf\.-n 1.00 u.m. ":~.nd .3 .• 00 n.m. i!Vr::: ry r~r1d :ty th.ey 

m•J.k• an act of r,..nar 'ltion for tho pore""'cut1on of thA, 

JjDwe by the:- 3'"'rm~.nF.', conec loue th.'}t t~l"'Y a ha ro 1n 

th;s cornorllto rt~~anoneibility of tho 'ft'hol ~_,.,rmqn 

n~t1on for this ein. 

Wo noticod th~t tho Community of I onn ~llows 

itS m1n1Storia l membPrR tO CO~ fro m dt~~DOffiin~t10DS 

othr:ar than tho Church of ... cotv~~n-3 . 'l"h.P r; 1e tl!>rhood 

or st ~ry, narmet~dt, 1e oomnl~tnly und~nom1nat1on~l, 

a lthough moet of itA m~mb~re aro, ga on~ would ~x-
tJ02.­

n~et, Luth~Drans. (l-l-) l.f its undr.»nont1na.t1on~har~c-

t~r growe , nnd its ~nth ol1c di~c1nl1n~ r~m~1ns. thie 

oommun1 ty may s~DrVP s.s a br1dg~ t o un1 tr- cont1nf0nt11.l 

nrotoe tantis m, snd a leo bring b~ck to cont1n~ntRl 

nrotf0s t ant1em eom- of th,eo ~en•cte and ~mnh.~~,..s of th~ 

Fe itn which it lost at th~ qfl)~ormation. 

Tht'l' R•forme-d 'Jommun1ty of_T!:li7P"-:..~s-'Uuny, ?r~. ( l3 ) 

This Community within tho Fr~neh nrot~st~nt Church 

h~e ~ tru~ UndArStAnd1ng Of th~ n~ture Of tho nP-
11g 10US Lifo, ~s th~ f ollowing quotP.tionP from ~n 

arti~l• by 1ts found~r, ~bx Thur1on, nnd on~ of its 

IDAmbPrs, Ro~r So huts, will show :.-

It is conscious of thfl) PronhPt1c ~unction of th~ 
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RAligious LifA, for thP mPmbP-rs of this community 
11 haVP i.e thPir aim - tho P-Ssonti:.il goal P..lld SOlA 

objPCt of thAir lifP- to nlant in tho Church . ... a 

sign. This sign is to bo a community of brothPrs 

whero thA lovo of Christ rPi~s .•. a community 

whPro thP uraisP of God and intorcossion for all 

IllAn haVP th!'!' first nlc:lCA." Later thP article rAturns 

to thE! PronhPtic rol~ of thP RPligious lif~ "ThA 

nature of a rl'!'gula r community bPlongs to th~ ordPr 

of signs. ThA P.SSPntial thing for it is not prPach­

ing or thl'!' doing of good works, it ought first of 

all to AX1st as a sign in thP> Church and tho world" . 

ThArP is no solf-cPntrPd pr--rfectionism "this 

lifP ••• is livod not at all for its o-rrn sake but 

for God and othor nPonle", nor is thAre a fa.lsP de­

tachmt!>nt "Tho joy of living :a.s a child of tho FathPr 

and fri~nd of Chris t gives us brothors and friP-nds 

to lovP> in Him, through Him and for Him11 and bPfor., 

nrofP>ssion a novicP> is askPd "··That arP you asking?'' 

a.nd he ronliP's "ThP mercy of God and thP community 

of my brothersu. Nor doos this community rogard it­

eAlf as troad ing a highor path "Tho parish community, 

too, has a IDPRning which comnlotPs thP other (the 

regular - moaning roligious - community) without 

bPing a~posP>d to it. It shows that it is nossiblA 

for tho GoAuol to t akA flPsh in co~mon, conjugal, 

family lifo .... And by thP- nrosoncP of t his double 

tradition, oach roc .... lling its truth to tho other, a 

balancP is creatPd''. 

~cent fo~ tho fact that this community snr1ngs 

fr om a ProtPot~~t background, it is in evory way a 

community modolled on tho traditional linos. A thrAA­

fold vow of 11 pOVPrty, colibacy and obP>dionco 11 is 

takP'n. Thore is a da ily ~charist, and it r egards 
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its offtc~ ~s ~~ ~xt~ne1cn of th~ ~uch~rt~t, and th~ 

nrg,ct10'3.l work in ·>~h ich 1t!; ~m"':Jo.rtt c-n3'1 ':.:."' • '1S r•:Ln 

'let of litur31o~.l wor.sh1::)', 'for it is a m1xt!ld 

community, oombindng th~ ~cttv~ ~nd th~ o~nt~mn­

l ;t1v~ lif,.,. lf Int•ro.e~~AP.ions snd nr'l1~ cos sung to 

Goj ar~· but thr.. T>riv1lf"2/"'1 mom~~ts ·.1hich :"~t th~ 

ton,... 'lnd ~hythm cf th~ ~rholt:- •!. 

'l'h~ ~ommun1ty s~,..s 1n 1t~~~f 11v1n,'!. '.lnd!!'r thP. 

thrr.-,.,fo l 1 -vr,w both 1 1"'"rt!cul~~ r~nune1·~ t1-,n of thP 

···orld, th'!l F'l~nh ~.~d thr-- n.~v1 1. ~nd 'll~o ?. '~>'1tn"'SS 

to t hl'!\ "ttorn::t 1 ord "'r, 'rlhich 1 t n~ r:'-' :et "'l'~.., Kinsdom 

•.:>t Go1u. 11 In th1q T)~v~rty, e.,lib-!icy o:;~nd :>b_.d lr.tno-., 

t!l~ only th1ng the.v :l~ '!l lo~kin3 f"Jr 1s -9. ...,71t1oulqr­

conform1ty t o Chr11;t11 l';l.na u !ttthh~ e '3.'11~ t1mo 1 t is a. 

sign of th~ co~1n~ of th~ X1nldom - by its h~ving 

..:;ll thtn?:~ t"' _,omrnon, ·"h1'!h ""r~'cl·1t m-J tt-" un1vl!treal 

t'!r)'JI'llun1 ty - ::lnd by tha d~m~m1s ')f C"' l1b'lcy ·.th1oh 

'!"roel,1m!! th~ fqct t h"'lt t hft K1ngd::nn .1111 bo th~ 

fuln~"'s~ of th"' lov,.. ()f 3-od'', th~ .'lrt1c1'"' :Io~s not 

~11, qo lt ~hll m1~ht~ th~t th~ v~~ ~f ob~d1~nco 1s 

t.h"" ~ 1.~1 ~f t"l"' !<' 1ng1o~ . ..,h"' t'""" Go,1'e ' !111. ir? ncrf~c­

tly a on,... 

It 1~ qtr0n3ly onno~~d t~ sh~llo~ ~m~t1on~l 1~~, 

as a. t~at ..,.1 thi!J.r of t~"" V'!ll~l"" of' ":)'f:'~:J"t~ cr ~s th~ 

it'1S1A of 'c•1nV""r~1on' tr~ch:::J1 ~u~El. O:f thn :rucho.r1a t 

nnd of,.icr>e, ~1ich i t d ~"~ ~c .r- tbnet aR 11 .Toyo•H3 offio~e 

Tho symbols - lights, colour~, ~ction~ - th~s~ 

. . . 

~11 tnvito (~lo -unite?) in~ 1"-"v~nr~nt h!lrtnony , 

for th~ f"1~ 9et of worshi-o , th~"' huT~n f'"".1r1t , 

c1nd nnd bojy wh1oh J~a~e Chrust w1ll~d to r~un1te 

-with his d 1v1n1ty 1n E1s Inc<lrnoqt1ont• - it s leo 

eays "Tho~_,. 'lr"" ~~~ 11 ord,.r ... ~ off1c~~, ... ,b~r~ nrayer 

1n not <llW9ys ~<lBY • ~nontqn~ous. <1nd ~~rv~nt, but 

~n~r~ th~ r~gul~r obcdi~ncA is nlAqsing to God , 
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~~n 1t' th•rC\ 1~ ~ c•rt<!in. ~r1oltv ~f h•9rt''. ot 

C'mVf:tr&ion t.nchnLIU~~'~ 1t s•1y" '''on"' shot,l.d ••. not 

d~atr~ 1nd1v1du9l v1stor1bs, ga1n~d ~oc~tt~e 1n an 

unh~~lthy ~nd morbid neycholo 71c~l oomnlox'" 

n 'Th1fl tt~1r1t o!" loy~lty And ~~ee. in ~ much bott~r 

Play of nronar1ng tho vt~ibl.P and org1.nic unity of 

t.h• Un? ~.cmcta th~n a e•rta1n "ll':$.v1ng•l1P.f-lt1on'' (now 

httn~1ly :>ut-of.-datP) which tqkfll!' thP numbPr of "oon­

vorteu gatn~~td ofton '>VAr f:\ riv~l r..hureh, :1a thP 

y 9.rd8t!ck of fid•l1ty. •,. 

IntPrCPee1on ror thP Unity of thA Church h~e a 

~romtn~nt ~l~c~~t in tha nrayor-11f~ of th~ Communit y, 

it in 1ntorost,..d in !'eum-:mj_c1sm, :!!nd ka~nP. on cor­

dial r~l~t1one with th~ Rom3n ~athol1c Clorgy, but 

rt!St'usoe to 1ndul0P 1n tta 'Protost.ant "'roPclytiem'', 

nt'tfnrr1ng 1nwt.P,..c1 to nr!ly, !tnd w1tnll!'~~ to unity 1n 

1 t.f" 11ff1'. 

~3ch ot th~ thr•~ cornmun1t1~~ d~~or1bPd abo~~ 

~rn fulfilling 11n 1rnnortR.nt t"'iDnor1l.ry fun~t1<'>n 1n 

th~ Churchs !on~, nn ~ ~~11 8C~l~, by trying to ro­

cnll 'thf:} Chureh of Scot lt~nd to SJ. eount'l.-r 11 tur ;_:-1olo-sy 

~nd eaor~m~nt~l1em, D~rmet~dt, by eonst~nt int~r­

c~AP1on for th~ whol~ of J~r~~ny, Rnd Ta17' by its 

n~~yftr for r~-un1~n. Th~ s1st~r~ of ~~rmst~dt, 

hoWAv.eor, nerrorm a t•l!IT)ora.1. function in thP1r eoc1!il 

work, ~s do th~ Broth•r~ of T~iz~, for the~~ n~•ds 

will ~lu~ys bo with us ~e long ~e th~ fall-.n t4mnora l 

ord~r ondur~~. But DqrroFt~dt, by it~ nl•d g~e, ~nd 

Taiz~ by 1tP. vows of ~ov~~ty, Ch~etity ~nd Ob~dt~ne­

''~itn~ee to th• Ft~rn~.l OrdAr, f:l.S do tb.,.1r d!i1ly off1-

e~e ot nr~y·r, whieh ~1eo nourish th~ inward 11f~ 

or t h6 Chr1st1an. 

Th• R,.l1g1ous_L\fP 1n th-. Church R.nd \hi!" Torld toda.y. 

Farlt~r 1t wa~ shown that thP forcing of cP11bacy 

on th~ cl~rgy w~~ ~n 1~l~git1mat~ ~xt~ns1on and d•-
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v~lo~mAnt of tb~ R~l1gious lirA, which wae r~nudia-

t~d by thn Anglican Church at th~ q~rorm~tlon , and 

th~ ~~l1~iOU~ 11f~, nnd enrich th~ir ministry thAr~­
(~'t-

by. .In Abb~ Michonn,..ou'o na.rish, tn,.. Hfl-ctor s:mu 

ourRt~s livP A community lifP. wbich ia n ~u~ntnt1on 

or thr lifr.> -:>f thr.- 1t~l :tg1our-, nnd th~ Rom~n Cat holi c 

Gbureh, 9.1 thou h 1 t Pllforol!:'ts ec.llbaoy in th ,.,.est 

OVPrcou~a th~ dsng~ra of lonlino~" by nor~~lly s~nd-

1n.; t·.w or thrllP prio~ta to atnff a. n 'lriElh· Th1e is 

a. lPf!Son which th~ ~ngllotil~ 0hurch could .,1~11 v~arn . 

~lthouBh 1t ts truP th~t st~ffing nrobl~ms ar~ a con­

stant h"ada.oh• to our Bishops . th¢' 6_.n<"~r•1l nr1ne i ulP 

or tb~ Anglia.1.1n Church a~=~omn to bf!\ onP oor1eh onP. 

nr1Aet, narticul~rly in t hP ~aat so~tt~r~d mission 

districts of South Africa. This Wty work ·.~ tth a 

\ngll.oa.n nrt,.ste , who, for -:>n.e. r~ason or ~noth,.r , hA-v~ 

ohoa~n c~ltb~oy or r~m~1n b~ehPlorn. For tn•m, t~~ 

lonlin""se of ~ l~rg~ and scrttcr~d pariah can b~ a 

t rrtryin~ ord~al, and in a M1es1on nar1Bh th~r~ is 

th~ add~d dang•r of thf"m t•or8t"tt1ng that thny arP th8 

~ .. .MT nts of tho noonlo, and b~comtng 11ttl~ dictators . 

b o~u~o of t ha humbla ob~dianc~ of tha folk tnoy m1n-

1s tt'Jr to. ( 2.s) ~•o or thr,.,. Ot• 1P.s t e t.~&=-th,.r in eucb 

a "!"Ar1sh could US" th~ir V'!:lrying gifts ror thP ben8-

fit of tht'l whol• -p-:;r1l'h, th~y ..,rould o~ ., ch..,ck on ~ny 

Vr>nd,.·noy to ""'r1do or l.~71noes which might sho\v 1teclt' 

in on~ of th,.ir brothP.rs, ~nd thoir fr1~ndsh1u snr1ns -

wnic~ aro nlmost bound t o grow up i n such a co~munity 

would b~ a h•ln to e~notif1cqt1on end nr~v~nt a e~l-
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fiBh SPlf-contrcdno~g Which 19 Oft~n th~ r~eult Of 

a lonely 11·P,.,. A !'rl~et on hin &~,.n c·m 04 t sla.ok 

abuut. sn.y1n0 h1a otfic~'"'e, or nrnct1s1nd, r(,)gulRr m~d1-

tnt.1on, and ln som"" m1e~1on rmr1etht:-'o, a. "f!r14 st on 

his own f1nJs 1t 1.mooaa1bl~ to hn.'1P a dally ~sa. 

All th~s.o d 1f'f1cul til!\s c-ould ~ larg,.ly ovi!!lrCofl'IA by 

l~arnlng frcm thr-- comu.n1ty 11f"' of thr.t R.a.l1g1oue, 

and ada·nt1ne;,. it tc. "Parochial lif.o.. ;b :lUst r.qmAmb~r 

that our LorJ sa.nt cut Hi~ Al:'lostl~s ~nd D1scinl~s 

in naira, ( l.fo ) f:l.n.d th!1t on moGt of his m1ss1onary 

jo~~neyo St ~~ul h~d q como~ni?n, nna ~h~n h~ was a.­

lvna., h~ yr:~arn~d for c-;:~mon:a.1onnh1r:- 3.1151 fri~ndship. ('\..? ) 

It ts of coure~ t~~ thct a ~r1~st sh~uld m~k~ h i e 

n·n•1.sh h1~ c .:,mmunt ty, but with "'~ lont!Oly 'Priost, what 

coul.l b~~ a. nrofitHbl"" j1scu.~n1:)7J of Parish nroblAma 

W1th 1i ft.l>llOtl rr• lr-~tt.t C~JJ. d~&SC~'>!ld into .1Jllll'.i.~.O i)OSS 1'0 

'.-.·ittl RO!llill £':Al~ct,d i'"r ir>n..1B ln tb.~ Parlsh, a. t-mpt l9.­

t1on nard to r~s ist \\"h,on -probl,.,rr.s lr.HHn l~ri:9~ , and y@t, 

1r y 1Pld~d to, ~xcA~dingly d~ng~rou~ to the unity of 

::ar 1fl n li:f~ • 

~t ue oh~ wh~th~r th~ q~lig1oue lif~ has any­

thing t0 t"" ach tb~ ~1·1~athoo.j 1n th~ l a.rt;~ C1 t1~~ts .. 

On• ~xn~r1mAnt vthich. f":'Jr -; t1l'!ln W<!'l:'- moCJt suoo,o~sful 

1n J•ranc·"" Wt.}I''-l the. work~ro-nr1~n tF;\ ('~i ) b:.~t thPS~ 

nrl~s t~ • 14llo "1.donto1 th~ gn:rb of th•1r r~llo•.i work~re 

1t. 'tl'l"l f ·~ctor1"'!! oft~n allC~f'l' ·) t :-t!!> 'I'>'::Jr l::! to 34'\t into 

t :i~ tt 1not~:1d of tn~ c;osp'='l b~1ng anro:~ nd tn th~ worl d , 

and o; ... g,...a ar~ ~1t~d '~~' h~r~ !'r1o!1ts C""'C ':i.r.l'll communists , 

~nd lauaod into tnP sins or th~1r comp~n1ons. Th~ 

?~ r(!omtrict~d thi~ mov.om.,.nt 1n ?r a."li's"" , but I beli~v .. 

t~;..~t in ns ::.' ·~IlO"" it W?.!-1 O"l~c. :j 'Jn SO'.ln.:i nr>lnc1pl~e 1 

·.1nd tu .. 1.t 1.!' it could bra 31n ag~i.l.n, but ':!S 11 nl')~ RP.t­

l1g ioue tllOVAm10nt • 1t o-ould aeh1"'1/!!' gr~at rosul te . 



If th~ workPr Prinste could b~ sAnt to th~ r~otor1~s 

for ~a n"'r lod, !tnd th~n :r"~tur-n to tn~ ir ~t"' 11g1ou~ house, 

or 1t sm...,ll grouns of I'rl"H"~ ts C·':>Uld ~ unlt~d in a 

a •. n:1ll hoUaf!!! ill. th"' sluUJB, go out to tb10lr d::J.11y work 

in tn~ .faet.orlP-e, c.u1d r~'- turn ~ach nlo:5ht to a house 

Ol"dor~d by th~ dlscinl1:a<:!' 9.nJ !'i.ll~e ·.:>.r a a~l1~10US 

Go&.mlur.tity • th~n th.o ir rootg ~.vould r..,rr.~ in in tnr., 11f'l! 

of th ... ~:hurch~ thouc:.h tht:\y brancheo.d out into thP world 

f'!'S.Cn day. 

Oi" coure~ th~r~ is ti~P Ptafflng nrobl""m• and 

th~ et:.~rt-3..gu or e:lcx•gy to b~ bot-n in m1n:J, to k~~l' 

our i"P"'-t on th~ grounr'! ':hil1~ •~, nH1{~" t~lit3t1v• sugg~s­

t.lon~ '!"or tll~ pr~e~ nt dJty >'lor ld. ilut I b~"li_.v,. that 

l!ly.e.n ·.vith th~ shor-t~gilh of ol.,.rgy muob O()t:ld b,. don~. 

,' [11"\r~ there- . .,r" t wo or tht'~~ lr.~rg~ !lColt·tpr,ad uar1eh•s, 

~aci'.t ill~.an.~a by '1 e 1o.:;V!> .:.nd tr ... '11l""'rr1~a l'r1~at, - unite 

tt-~~ mt l'ht,:>!'""' tt111 ·!JP 1ncr~as ... a tr~tleno.t•t d 1f.f1cul-

tir--a, but thr~~ Pri.,.etEJ to6otb·~r- c~n llvo!!\ mor""' ~con­

or.Jically th·rm thr~o. "PriP~ts 9.-oart, ~.n.1 th.er.o may ~ 

r:.ad~d r~v~nu""' fro:-tl ltDtt..inG qector1~~ 'rlh1cb th~y one~ 

o~cup1~d.. l\.lso ~~.ctl Fri!Oet h~te d 1_ffar-~nt gifts, 

3.nd th"'E't3 could bP-- oo!.anlc Ht""Ilt~ry 1f th(!>y workod to­

bt!'l th~r. On,~ m~y bP a Prc-~ch,.,r, anotht"'r ,:jn org>l.n1!=ter, 

':\nd th"' third o an1ritu.,1 Qoun~illor. · •ith th• hum­

ility tc r(:lco~nie.c> P:scb ·.)thr-rs c::.1ftF.:, ttv~y could work 

tog~th~r in h:-tr!!lOny, ·~~~ mue t ro 'll"'mbt"r. tb""t thP ~aely 

br~~ .. t cltl.t~>:J • '!"" haV"" th~ duty or pri"\~Cl.'llno th,o Gos­

pPl to ~~ 11 n!J.tions, buL th1e c ai1 b~ttPr b~ done:> by 

build 1ng up a. strong Cf!"ntz~.r;,, trwn bj :so ~oatt¢)r1ng 

out• m~np~w~r that '3 tUP e !.on nrte':'~ t Ot"'CO!H"'S a. eacra~n­

t~, l ~Hl.una::;~"'-m,lchin~"' rr.'.th~'"'11 thttn ~> ""r1~:.st ~nd Pastor. 

!\ Corrunun1 ty of \Wl"k<='.r-pr l~•· t£• ln :'i ra1,] ~vuld pl'.)ba.bly 

b• used by God to call other ~crk~rs to th~ Pr1e-athood, 

and th1e would h~ln ov~rco~ th~ short~s~ of Pr1oete, 

t:tnd g1vo us ~ 
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~rt~sthood who knew ~t first hAnd th• nrobl~ms that 

b"nf"t th~ 'lve.r'l rtlf!t workn~ in th~~t modPrn o1 ty. 

A ~on~ th~ lnlty w~ could 1m1t~t• t~ Jooist 

TOV~~nt tn FrAnc~. Th1s 1a a youth mov•~nt which 

h~"s e.e 1 t$3 main nurnot:~~ th"' 'trinelng of thl!!> Gos~l 

to yonn~ workere. It ooul1 bn a third order or a 

eo1!1mun1tv o~ '·!orkA!"--"r1PPt~, wtth ~ t'ule th.,_t 

Ptr~n~th•n~d th~tr boldn~~~ 1n tho fa1th. ~~ arP 
./' 

too o~t~n 1nclinPd, ~e tho Abbo M1chonn6~U w~rne us, 
(l_q) 

to i.mnose- ~ al~r1a"'.l culture ">n our conv"'rts, and 

rob thom 0f th~tr undorst~nd1ng ~r, qn~ c~ntnct with 

th~tr fnllow work•rs. ThiA fl~~ mu~t not bo ~u-n-

ch•d, ovon 1f it is distasteful to our a~ ~th~tic 

f'~nrd.btlt tv. 
Th~ q,..gul'~r oom"l'un1ty, t oun<1 in eom~un1ty by a 

rulo ~n~ tho thr•~fold vow of ~ov-rty. Ch~st1~y and 

O~d1~noo 1 has ofton b~~n cr1t1c1z~d from outs1dP as 

~ h"~v~n for t~P w~~k, andfrom within 1t hne rebuetly 

~roe1~1~1 th~t it is f~r th~ etron~ , ~n1 I think it 

h:'B cndo 3 0od its c ltt1m. R'lt~r .than ~dm1tt1ng tho 

w~ k t o ~mb~r~hi~ or a commun:ttv, it h~n m1n1et~r~d 

1~orant. But I think thorA oould bA R chant~ 1n 

th~ 1.ttitud• of' a t lP~et eoulO R-llg1oun hous~s, and 

t hAt th~y could a,..ar.• nroclai.rn1ng th·,t thoy .are a. 

fortr~~~ f~r thA etr~ng alonA. In th~ 1narnae~d 

trmno o~ mod•rn o1v1l1nat1on, thnrp ~r~ ro~ny social 

m1efits, mPn Rnd WO~n WhO try but f~11 t o int~grat~ 

th""llm~lvos with cont,..moor:lry noc1t">ty 1.nd its d~mande. 

1Tfl!! h1.vr. 111 mot n ueh n~oul,.. Sur$1y t h,.. R,.,l1g1ous 

l 1.f',. could onAn 1 t,,; doorn to th~m, not 1n,.,~trona&t 

but 1n hum1ltty, for it 1s nos r. 1bl~ thnt threP. men 

.md ' lomn-n oould ~:tnd a rA a l work to d.,, 'lnd b lossom 

~nd grow , in t hP h~vAn of a ~cl1g1ous Community, 
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surrouno~d hy lov~ ~nd und~r~t~nd1n~. Of eourE'A, 

th•y tmlPt, not~ ~~m1tt,~1 on etuff4!>ro.n"""J or ~v-n 

~A n sn•ciql F.srou...,, b11t the oommun1t.v must rqcogn1sA 

that ~ach or ue h~~ WP~kn~~P~e, ~nd b•e~tting tPmn-

th~rP to h~ln r-tnd to t:ea hcl~C!. If iht) e-:-c1::,l m1s­

fttR '~<,.rr- 1n1t1~11y t"oJ.'I"\nd_. in t1.'rl"' t,b.oy TfJPc.Y bPC.OIIll't 

sout'o~a nt h~J~ln and 1nsn1 r~t.inn t.o oth~"'r mombors or 

th co~n1ty. ( ~o) 

Th~ ~~at nroblnme confronting th~J~ Church 1n 

th~ world tod?y arP tho le~P. of tho e~ne~ or ein, 

thA dang'-'rS or C:ommun1nm end Cnp1t!!l1~m. "lnd th~ 

wid~ nr~s~ har~st~a of ool1Act1v1Pm ~nd 1nd1v1du~l1sm. 
(C 

Th ~~oln ~~1t .~1~t or th~ modPrn ~orld h~ ~rodue•d 

in qny 2.ccura.t~ !D<:tnn"'r. ~ m1surJdr-rstnnd 1ng of 

'TloO"'rn n~vchologv m~y hs:tVIII h<~>]:f'nd tht'l lorn of a 

ttt'"nAP of r~B'I"\()D£! 1b111 ty, whtch lcPde t<J 1l 1m; A of 

b~rd~d .,.,~onl~ to.:othrtr .llnd tr~At.ed th•m !\1!3 unite and 

g~v~ r1A~ t o much of tht:\ e~ll~et1v1"m or to1~y. But 

ntt~mnt t~ 1ron ~n out to a flgt un1rorm1ty. ~ey­

chology talks or th~ dan .~r of ~u~~~0,1ng th~ · ~go, 

"nd this m.y br t'a.U~~ or 10ffc.et '>f the r q ~ ... nt 1nd1-

v1du~11~m ()f t.,rt~y, th(')Ugh th~ Cfl,1tu11..,t.1e ttlogeme 

of "1lr1v~ t~ ""'ntor.r-nrta~·· 1.nfl "plf•nty (}f roCim at th~ 

ton·• 1nerea~~te th<!t natural et:\ lf-~~ntr dn~"s of man. 

Comam1~rn 1.A. "th~ 1at ,,e l\'1"1 'l tn9.t&.r1.:a 11.At!e • y,at drP.we 

'n'JOh of 1t~ no~1.t1vo etr,...ngth from t.h~ r,l-}r1stt·~m1ty 

it d n1f.!'A.( ~I ) To llll th~~· dq.ngo':"~ which conrront 

th~ Church tho Rol1g1oun lt~o h~A q ~Art1~u1Ar con­

tr1but1on to m~k~ towqrds ov~rcom1ng th•m. If tne 

Church and t ho world could regain its ePna- of Cor-
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l~rc~ly ov~roo~. If th~ world, ou~ld~ th~ Church, 

n~er or thf\ n10~d of salvation v1 ill 'l lso 1ncr¢>ae~. 

Tt~ ... Church is th~ Body or Chr1et. It nrov1d~s for 

coC'..munity , nor th,.,. community eubj.oot•o t-; th.o 1nd 1v-

1duel • Coll~ct1v1s rn llltlk~~ man into a tU"'lit 1n lil 

n~.tn'"'rlor1ty to 3ot-,1 ·~ty - :ll1.1 m'tk~e hi m S "'A!t his own 

~"'nd n1 1Y"rf¢.ct1on ~.)i:~.rt rr,m Soc1,e.ty , o~ using 

Soai~ty '? fl f\ mr.oans a l¢ng ~fl lt will D rVrA hlm, 

Chr lst l:.lnity oroclnime t.lv=l.t .illan c m.not b'"' n~rt!.-ot 

1-. .. .,.,rt f ro m a r'lart1cul19.r '?oo1cty, the- Church, 'lnd 

th~t it to mor~ thm a '"' oc11!:t,ty of t h111 -o. ·s ing world, 

but th."' :!ody of 0hr1~t, ~1th tm P>t.orn., l dj:)stlny. 

"lt,hotl ._h b~ci:lutv;) t:ommunl?m ,,.,d IJ ' n1·t.~l1sul 'l-re. l !.v1ng 

r~" ::.l 1t1C!' ... , thAy a rce. not t o b~ c?onlJ!!'t.f:'ly ""XnlalnPd 

~"1 .:l"'ntn of Ind!vidU·ll1rm in tt, Wlt11,.. c··nit:lllem 

Th~ ~~1161oue Lif~~ 1n living out its 1d~~le, 

unttnQ 1n --:o-:n:nun1 ty • t~r~y 1ng ?lnd ~t~or~ ili·nnlng and 

~~ lo~~ , 1s a tyn~ ana & e1en ~f t~~ ~hol~ Church. 

~nd a witnP.eB to th~ l 1fa of th~ Church Triumohnnt . 

:ith1n thr> Community .q consctousn.-e F ot th_, Cornorat~ 
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mind tng nor ':l"f t!'lo trw• "l~tur~~t nf h"'!'" l')ffn 11 ~,, for 

~ ht' 111 th~"' Now !~l"!!t"' 1., th~ Br- 1d~ l)f' f"hr1.E1t ~nd tb!=' 

Body <>f Ghrist. 

Th..- m"'.tn nro-.,het1~ funet1on of th" '1,...l1 ;:1oua 

I:i!,.. t':l tht\ lt.rll!) ,~ thj!'ll f'!hu~nh t,oc'l.,y iR t., r"o~ll 

l1:t'" for thr?u::;h th1.e th.ts h~X'C>RiP e or 1ncU v1duo.l1sm 

"l"''l<l C'?1l~et1v1el'll ·.;111 b~ ov~rco~ ''fithin th~ Church, 

nnd th,... '}hUT'Ch wt.ll 0"' ~n~b1.f."l ·1 \it tl'\ '"""!l""''i'"d 'Y-igour 

to n"mb'lt, th..- CrtnC•!"R Of '1ommun1s'ti ~"lCf ~n..,1ta.l1.sm. 

In "'outh !l.fric'i it will tr.o~hh !Xr"'rl th..,t. t'1 6 :f A-rr.o 

brott\Ars, th4 lo~~<">n Sout'l 1\fric.-,.n~ n~~d to lParn 

~or~to ~u1lt 1n bPing unf~1thful to h~~ q~~d. From 

gtv~n-~n ~n; str-o~gth, ~nd th~ nhureh o ~n do qll 
(~~) 

t h1llgR thr'>llgh ~hr-tr:,t, who fltrr.onp;th,.,~th her. A.nd 

th,. ~,eo 1 it;! ?l.lfl 1. tfts ma~t cone tan t,ly 1nt•rctsd" ror th~ 

cnurch, artd u11.1t~ 1n oHr Lord' e h1.a:n-~r1j!'llstly uraypr 

ttThflt tht'\y m~y ~ll b,... ono; ~"Vl"l'l "lg thou ~"th~r llrt 

in~, a.n"l I 1'1. tnno, thq,t th~y m,.,y ~ll'lo b_, in ue·• ! 1~ 
·~nd th~'~ eor""or"'l.t~ unity of t,hP ChurcM. tt~t in thlllt 

lit $ ,r th, Holy Tr1n\ty, 1~ n. unlt.y of .Lov~, for 

God 1l'l Lo'Vo • 



FOOTNOTeS TO CHAPTER 5 

(1) A bo·;k ·.;tic C. h~: lus t o fill Li. n:.)tnr.:- ~-·f th!!>se 

g .... T>s i.r; u C3ll.- ;::: o f Go~" by Lucius 'J -1.ry. 

{;\1owbr !:! yR, 1G37) • 

(2) Rul~ of S t Benndict: Chapt~r O~o. 

(J) On Asc~nslon Day t his ya e r (1957) •~s s was 

col..,br-:,tod for t hj') flr~t ·::.im~"' in tbP Pr i ory 

of Our- V:.d y, :·1-:>th"'l"' of M~rcy , :~tto it,... , BaEtuto ­

l ··· ncl, "l nd 5 nunr . .trorn the- 1\.nc::;licar .. ':' :)C iPty of 

t t1o I'r .,.,cious Blooilt br-gan rJtraig~:t 9i't!!>r with 

th~i~ nnrn~tuol ch~ in of ad~r ~~i0n c~d int~r­

cr->Esion for t~ "' churc lJ in tt1:-tt IJl v CC\SI!> and in 

th'"' rA'h~llP of South Afric ::.t. Lny m.-.- ~1l~""r of th~ 

<.!hur.ch rr.c:.y sf:"nd th ~ Soci<"' t y a rf"'~) uc~ t f:)r tbe1r 

nrayPrs ~t any tium. 

( 4) ThP 1Jbtr_;f)dint Ghurch i~ !:ID in·~d r><iU'1 t~ !Jhurch, 

b~c ~ us~ it l~cks a ministry ln Apost~lic 

s uoc~Bs :lon , '3-.nd f:,r ~ th,...r r•.-.. .:u-:~ons t;;ivPn later 

in thie cha.Pt'-"r. 'l1hA Da.lv !J.tion 1\rmy h,s a ban­

don~d the:· Ur:'~" of t~"' S~cr ·-3. nr~ntc , r-'n-'j t o admit 

mr> :mb~='rs to 1 t c OX'6[1nis ::: t i on wi t h:)ut b antis m is 

HP r l!>sy if 5t cl :J ims t~ b~ I''J.r.t of th~ Christia n 

Uhurch. 

( 5 ) At th"' mom~nt of \tr iting t n"" Josuits ar f.' a bout 

to ~dd to t~~ir. 11scinlln~ by Giv in~ uu smoking. 

Tht:> ?ouf"> r't'>C'-"'n t ly tJ~ttd tll"y mie:.)<t · ·r--11 consid~r 

this , ·m•:t , ~(:CQr :l ine; t.:1 O:l" J-pui-:, I hr-J.v~ t alkPd 

to conc ,..,r.n l ng this mat t ""r, 1t ~ !ill nrob Ab ly bP 

form~lly ~ro~1lg1tnd V""r7 s o~n , i f it has n ot 

b.:>;"):o nromulg"~.t"'d :llr ,.., 'ldy. 

It if' ~·1t '~ '·"'"'ll-1;:-no,·rn f·H~t t~l"t ::m Ir i s h Roma n 

G~ thol !.0 Pr iP8 t n t "lrt--11 t ''l"" T""''"'t,1t'l l movo m ... nt. 

I 1mr.~g1n.:. thF•t. l='OmP "Pur. i t~.ns ~,.rill bo surnr l RPd 

by tho a bovP t wo i'acts. 



(6) SAP. 
111rnthus1asm11 by R.A. Knox. oxford : Claren­

don Pr""BS. 'P~ got:tF.! 430-436, for thf!\') most 1nter­

P~t1.ng a:od nrovocP.tivP wrlttn~ on thir=l stag,e. 

of ·Tf"'sloy ' ~ c a r'P.Pr. 'T.'ht.:o Hol~r 'Hub ::J.t Oxford 

f~ntnd ·'f.::>dnPSd!:tys 8nd :o'r-ida ya. 'f ,e. ,.., le:.y r osP. a t 

4 in the:. morning . Th~ " club" \V"0 n t r"" ,3ula.rly 

to th,., 'f1'uohf-lr1,.,t Pnn off'1cet~, .~nd gavo r ;:)gula­

tPd .'1monnta to th~=> noor. ThPE?.r-- mt=~th">jologicR.l 

~r'3.ctia""A ~nrn,..d thPm thP namP"~thod1ata 1' 

{7) A. mombor- of th~ ~a.lvation Army rP.R.d:tng this 

might find it offonRivo nart1cularly,1n th~ 

n~rallol bPtWA~n hie ~oot~ty ~nd thA Joeu1te, 

who haVP coiDP to bo r,e.gardAd as th~ mos t dr~adP.d 

foos within Romqn ~athol1c1s~ b1- many poonlP.. 

( 8) ~-~.t tho\,r: 16: ? 4 • 

(9) I Corinthians 7: 36- 38. 

(10) Rulo of St BP.nPdict: OhaptPr Ono. 

( 11) Tho Angl icnn Church binds 1 t a roombP.rr:t to com­

municnt.o thr~ ... t1.m,e.~ q, yoP..r' , nnd godnl3.r-on ts 

nrP m~d~ to promtso th~t thoir g odchild will 

bP V1ught thP crP~d, Lord ' s nrR.yPr and Ton Com­

ma ndm..,ntR, .,,nd br-ou e-ht t0 thA Biehon to bP con­

f1r-m~d. Th~ s.A. Book of Common P.r-ay~r lists 

Holy D~y~ wh1.oh " :u'Q to b"' ob~""r'V~d" (o .XIV) 

and d ay s o f f 'lst1ng and abstinPnc~ (n.XV) . 

Roma11 C3.tho1icR, if tv1th1n throp mil~a of a 

Church, muAt a.ttAnd M:t!:!A on d qys of obligation 

(including qll qun~~yA) oth~r rulos ~ro t o fast 

b~foro Communion, Rnd t o mak,. thoir confPee1on 

on.cr.o a. YA9.r'o 

(l2) " .!i'l "l m"' touch"'e l?l!lmP 11
: M.ar ~f-l rot Cro1inor. 

Long man a , 1~49 • 

" Nioholr' A Wprr a r of L1ttlo Gidding": Maycock , 1938. 

"0 ~.11 of tho Cloistf.:lr": '?At"'t' Anson. 

13) "~lamo touohoe Fl i3 ID011 Ata tos this, but thP "Ca ll 

of t ho Olois t Pr" tolls us th~t thP Ora.t ory was 



b~gun in "Pa.Ci ll CJ tPn Y"'ars aft"'r Nichola s 

F~rrar h~d visit~a it . ( It sugg~ats, how~vP-r, 

tt1~.t h""' m11.y h~v.:. re-a d th:"> RulP of th~ Ornt or,.an e .) 

(14) 11 Fl~.m~ touchoe Fl~m,. '' point~ out t h11.t th~ 

¥Pnd tc:3nta aro n ot !IY-'ntionPd by Nich0 l:~ s 

(15) SAP trnc yclon~~d1a Br1tt~n1ca 11th ~dition 

VoJ. lS . Articl~? o n Moravia n Br.othrPn, r.tle o 

"GrP~.t f' outh Afl'1C .!3.n Chl'ist i anA '', Horton D~ViPB , 

0 . iJ . P . 10 51 , Chant.nr On~"' , and '1Bouth African 

' Mi o p.i on"" 1800- 1950" , Hor ton l)av ir:os f:lnd R. H. ·v. 

Sh~nh~rd ( N~l~on 1954) nn 134- 136. 

(16 ) ThP tit1r-- l'rotPs t ttntie m may br:o uns a tisfac tor y , 

bu t i t ir..: d 1 ff i cul t to find an a ll- f-lmbr s.c i.ng 

Chnrch~a would s ~~m t -::> i r.lply tha t th~ Anglican 

Chur ch w.q.o not rr:oform~d , WhP.rr:-a s wo bPJ.iovf!! 

th~t n~rt of th~ n~tur~'" of th~ c~thblic Church 

on P:Jrth i s to b" in a cons t r:mt sta t '"' of rc=ofo.rmr::~ -

t ion . Th~ t~rm Non - conf ormists annl i.os only 

i n :::-n e lA.nd, wh~ r(\ "r~"'s~yt..,.ri!llls and Roman 

Cnt holica a ra non-c 8nf orm1ng mA mb.ore of th~ 

Chuttch o f trnp;l .!3.nd. " Fre ~ Church~s" v1ould imoly 

a la.ok of fre> e> dom 'oJ1thin Cathol _1city , and Non­

Ca.thol l o \tould r :d.P.r> .9, s t or m of pr ot ost , a nd 

not b~ s tr i ctly accur~to , f or PV~ry bantiePd 

U f 1raon 1E! , b)t virtu~ of h is b ant ism , 9. !llPmb..,.r 

of t hP c~thol ic Church; no mattPr t o wh~t 

R~lig1ous grou~ bP. Q0 1Qnga . Althoug h t hP Churc h 
~t.:.(u_, ~ ttxe t--~ c.~ , 

of Scotl::-nd ~'d o of!. not us~ th~ t~rm nrot~~ ta.nt 

1n h~r. f'ormulR.ri~"s , I he.v ,. r '"' l uc t Rntly d~cided 

on this t or m for want of a b~tt~r onP.) 

( 17) "On ly onP way lr.oft;' : ~orgP r.:a c lr->od • a l e o 

" ·'- eh."' ll R b 1ld" b ,.. ·:• , !'=! u ;r sa.m~ a \.lthor 

( 18 ) ThP Community of I on1. i s in m::tny ,.,ayp, e 1m1lar 

to thP Confr a t orn1ty of t hP Bles sed Sacrament 



1n thP Anglican Communion. Ita me1n nurnosP 

c :~o) 0'"1"'1 ctt. . Se.o fi)OtnOt""' t!') th1A 8.rt1clP. 

f:n·m~tton. 

( 22 ) /\n un<'i""n om1nqtton.::tl 9oc1<=>ty i s aoQ'll!>thing We> 

\-iould ~x ·rv~ct tc find :·mly wtth1n nrotPa t :mt1sm , 

y~t ~uch R Q~~t~ty hqP b~on fou ndod by th~ 

Rom,n C~thoJic Church. It is bq~dly of t ho 

~tRtue 0f a third ordcor, a.nd GJO~"' liko thP 

T OG H or S im11~ !' grounA. It :1.8 C.':\.ll.od thA 

Boc 1~ty of f. t dhristoT.'hPr , nn·J P.ach o f 1 ta ~m­

bcr.~ strivcA t ~ b~ ~ ~h~istonh~~, i.o. n 

{?3 ) Th• ~nnu ~'l, Chur('h Rr..rv1cr> :: ocit=>ty. MR y 1953. 

A rti~l• : Th~ q•formod Commun i ty of Taiz~-los-

rnuny by F'r~r.op, Ro tS~r Schute r.>t, M9.x Thurion, 

'IJ.l=lt_;op 12 - 17 . 'l~h0UJ.~; h A hort., t h i..A 1s ont:~ of tht:~ 

~oRt irn'"t"'ort~nt r pf or t:>nc•R of this ThAS18 , as 

i t nu'!lranr. iP. P~ •tlrl!oPt a l l t.h ·~ t I h a.v,., tr1Pd to 

say 0n thP rnlation of tlio:=! Hr.'Ligious lifo to 

thn lif n of t bc- Cl hurch. Th' t l s \'lby I havto 

•!uotnd 'i t RO PXt,• ns iv ..... ly . 

( ~?4) .flr-v0lut i:m in a Cit y P"il.r inb. : :\bb{ G. 'Mlchonn~a u 

( ·~1 '? ) I 31'0 d r •l1., 1ng on my o·,·m r>Xn r.>r ir:.n c r-! !'I S "'r 1~s t-

in- chs r 5"' of t hP t'r it::.s!:::a t'.9Y.>in h a nd ~11n s1o:o. 

Distr-ict, 'N" lv::.rp I s ·C"'"'-·'lt thr nn y~ars . 

( 26 ) Lulc(.) 10 : 1-?.o . ·r~ ':lfl F" U ffir.> :1 n1m11A.r ml')thod wae 

us~d with thP ApostlPS a s with th~ Disc1u1Pe . 



( 27) Acts 13: 2 and 1.5: 40 ar>~& ~x:c>. Jllt')ll='s of St Paul 

taking companions. 2 Timothy 4: 10-11 1s an 

exaruplP of St Paul's lonPlinPss. 

( 28) 11
/r'<J ncr.> P!lgaili'u - ThP. M1s F.! ion of A.bbP Godin 

by 1\a!·l ls 1~ !lard. London. Sh.:!\,..d & ''lard, 194.9. 

( 29) ' l !tPvoluti;:~n 1n a C 1 ty Par is h 11
: AbbP G. Michonnf!!'aU. 

(ju) rsyohlatry can bo of gr~at hPln to many Social 

ilill~fi ts, out it cannot he ln thoRP 1.-1hom soc 1Pty 

\Jill not aCCPnt, 11nd also, ~.,,:) mu8t rPmombPr 

th~t Psychiatry ls a young ACiPDOP. Howev~r, 

thP ,Jorld - L""nP-rs, for PX~mpl~, who aro cur~d 

but dPl'ormPd . Ht')lr~ in thP ~nA~ tery eunh nt!!opl~ 

could dQvPlop a fullPr lifP, ~nd a h~nn1~r 

on'"' . Cr·iminals t or r,.i:'o~mod criminAls, may 

. ' ld t b II 1 t ' I t h PV~r>yOOOJ WOU no ,.. aga ns· om. In the 

story ='i>zy S ix Oonv1cts 1~ thPr>P is ::~n instance 

o.f' a man wh':) commlttPd cr>1m~ in ordPr to go to 

nriaon , as hr.> could no long~r fac~ th~ host11~ 

in a ~Pligious Housp. 

( jl) 'l'hr.o Ghr istian S l gnifioanco of K::~.r.l M~rx: AlAx-

a.ndr--1" ... ~11ll,..r s . C. M. 194'(. 

( jd) Phllinn~ans 4; 13. 

().)) John 17: 21 . 
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