

















(vi)

more recent view ls that Folscopacy 1ls of the Plena
Egge of the Church, that 1lg neccesary to the fullness of
the Churck Thile 1t does not unchurch non-eplecopal
denominations it malntalns that one of the marks of a
reunited Christendom will be the historic eviscowvacy
The maln thesis of thils work 1s that a simlilar position
must be held about the religious 1life. It 1s mnart of
the "plena essa” (full essence or being} of the Church.
Ye do not ne=d to declde that the Churech without the
Religlous Llfe ceagses to be the Church, but we can
maintain that 1t belongs to the "Plena esse” or at the
very least, the "Bene esse" of the Church. In other
words, that the Relligious Life 1lg lmpbrtant to the
health and fullnesg of the Church.

There 1s one other mnregunnosition, baalec assump-
tior i category to be admltted. It 1s difficult to
know what to call 1it, because 1t 1s the nsychological
motive which has 1e nd influenced much of my research.
Friendship has always play~d a vital part in my life,
and early in my Theological readling I encountered
books, such as "The Imitation of Christ” which taught
that clogse nersonal irlendshlns were dangerous and to
be avolded by the Christlan seeking perfection, and
seemed to teach that an unlnvolved, passlonless charity
was the hlghest form of Love. Thls get uvp a confllect
In my life, because I empirically knew the value and
goodness of friendshin, yet wished to be an obedient
gon of the Church, wnich s2emed to forbid the friend-
shin I enjoyed. Thus I eought a Theologlcal and
rational vindication o1 what I so heartily desired to
be true. I belleve I have found 1t. If this be
ratlonalisation, then this whole book 1s an example of

it. But I do not belleve that the hope of ene answer









{ix)

Finally, acknowladgsments. I will not list the

authors who have clarified my thinklng on thls sublect,
because I hope that the footnotes and Blbllography

will do this adequately, althcugh 1t 1s inevitable that
gome names, whog= owners have imnressed thelr thinking
on my mind during tinlrteen years of theologleal reading,
will be forgotten. But there is one acknowledgment I
must make - my debt to 2. S. Lewls, whose books I have
read and re-read over the nrst twalve years. If at
times phrases or whole sentences from hls wWorxs anmear
in this book, it willl not be consclous plaglarilsm : it
will be beeause hls bocks have largely become the warwp
upon whlch the weft of my thinklng has been woven. This
of course dos=g not make him responsible for any con-
cluslons which mey be drawn 1n the followlng pages, for,
as far as I am gware, he has not wrltten a sentence on

the gnecific subject whlch now engages our attention.

THANKS

I am most grateful to my friend=s M0 T.3. Verryn B.A.,L.Th.
and Mr A.R. Jonegs for heloing m et the footnotes

and blbllography into order.
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