





PREFACE

In this scumenical age it is necessary for each Christian
Coﬁﬁunion to consider again the doctrines which have been promi-
nent in its historical development., For the benefit of the
whole Body of Christ sach communion must assess its doctrines in
the light of our present understanding of 3cripture, seeking to
purge and reassess them, thus making them relevant to our
modern situation,

This Thesis is an attempt to emphasise the importancs anq
prominence of the doctrine of election for the Christian laith
through studying its formulation in the writings of John Calvin,
cne of the finest systematic theologians of the Church. The
writer considers that a 3 oper understandin~t of e€lection is an
important contribution the Reformed Church can make to ecumsnical
discussion today, remembering the words of Emil Brunner that
"if there is any point at which it is urgent that the Church
should pe-gxamine the content of the Christian Message, it is
certainly at the point of the doctrine of the Divine decree and
election', In some quarters cof the Christian Church the very
idea of predestination eppears to be regarded as a perversion of
the Christian Faith - often this attitude is justified because
of the unhealthy accretions 1ich have become attached to the
term, But any candid reeding of the New Testament will convince
one that the fact of God's e€lection is deeply embeddsd there,
and when oneg recognises the part the doctrine has played in the
development of Christian thought throughout the centuries there
comes the realisation that t cast aside this aspect of the
Faith is to break with histo .c¢ Christianity.

The writer is convineced that the rediscovery of the
doctrine of election will furnish the Church and the proclama-
tion of the Gospel with that "objectivity" so needed in a day

when pietism, theological liberalism, and Pelagisanism all too
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Chapter Four: Presuppositions: Calvin's doctrine of man and
doctrine of CGod:

The Tmago dei as it appears in Calvin's theology. His view
of QOriginal gin. The doctrine of Total depravity. The will in
nature. Man's knewledge of God after the Fall and natural
religion, The basis for Calvin's doctrine of God. The relation
between Cod's action and man's 1life in the world. Calvin's
attitude to secondary causes. His two conceptions of God's
actions in relaticn tc the world., Two objections to his under-
standing of (¢cod.

Chapte= Five: (Calvin's Doctrine of klsction.

© ; influence of Isidore (7th C.) and Gottschalk (9th C.).
Calvin definitely warns against the speculative approach to
tlection, His theology is regulated by the Incarnation. Our
knowledge of the divine purposes must be gained from the Word,
Calvin's definition of predestination. Wwas Calvin infra~ snd
supralapsariant . Calvin's doctirine of Reprobation: he
struggles to reconcile the two ceuses of reprobation, God's
counsel and man's sin. Effectusl calling: &. the covenant,

b. the four signs of vocation: the Goopsl, Christ, faith, and
sghetification,

Chapter 8ix: Celvin's Doctrine of Election (cont.)

Election in relation to the Church, Elg¢ction and the
sacraments, Election and the Scriptures. Elsction and Christ:
i. the relation of those e€lected to Christ., ii. Christ's part
in their election, iii. Christ's work and the elect. The pro-
clamation of the Gospel. A criticism of Calvin's position.

An appreciation of nalvin's emphascs.

Chapter Seven: Blection in the Re¢formed Confessions of Faith,

The confessions must be tested in the light of the modern
understanding of Scripture, The danger of systematisation., an
outline of Infra- and Supralapsarisnism. An examination of se-
lected confessions: Confessio Gallicana

'~ Confessio Belgica
Confessio 3coticana
The Thirty Nine Articles
The Second Helvetic Confession
The Heidslberg Catechism
The Synod of Dort
The Westminster Conféssion.

The basic agreements between the confessions:
a. Absolute predestination is a common presupposition.
b. The nature of predestination: it is sc¢en as particular
- and according to the good pleasure of God.
¢. Predestinatio includes the means to szlvation.
d. The object of predestination: basicelly they present
the infrealapsarisn pogition.



































































































32,

Failing to sege that election arises out of the divine

Love, he was forcecd to séek refuge in the fact of mystery when
attempting to give an adequate explanation cof the origin of
electicn. He ie therefore forced to 1ook for Ged's ultimate
reasons for His different acts (election and preterition) in a
Sphere inaccessible to human understanding, His most pro-
found mistake has been hisg fseilure in his analysis of the di-
vine nsture, As ghaw reminds us,

"what is new and distinctive in Jesus' view of the

Katherhood of God is that Fatherhood is not merely

one guality among others; it is the central deisrmining

atitribute in whose s%rvice all othsr asttributes cf Ged-
head are exercised", bl

61 J.M. Bhaw, The Christian Gospel of ths Fatherhood of God,

Pg. 9.










35,
1s not explicitly dealt with until the fou%fh book. Numerous
writers of our generation have strassed the paradoxical
character of much of Calvin's thought (cf. T.F. Torrance),

and MclNelll's words that -

"it is a superficial judgement that regards him as a
resolutz systematiser whose ideas are wholly unam- 9
‘biguous and consistent and set in a flawless mould"” -

are being vindicated by recent studies of Calvin's theology by
Reformed scholars. The attempt to make any one doctrine basic
to Calvin's theology is condemned by the varying forms of the

different editions of the Institutio, which plainly reveal that

he had no idea that he was writing his theology around any
architectonic principile.

The Importnance Calvin gave to Predestinatior in Various Writings.
In the first edition of the Ibstitutes {1536} modelled

on the typical medieval books for the instruction of the laity,

the essential fact is that the doctrine of predestination is
referred to but not treated fully by itself: 1t appears accl-
dentally in three or four passages having no egsential
connection with each other.

The first pagsage deals with predestination in relation

to good works and merit:

"We arc heirs of the heavenly kingdom by the grace of
God and not by our own means, This is the foundation
of our salvation laid by £t. Paul and this is predesti-
nation. In Christ we have been clected from eternity
bhefore thz foundation of the world without any merit

on our part but according to the design and good will
of God. Wz have thus been grafted in Christ and by
this insertion we have everything in Him and nothing

in ourselveg",10

The second and most important passage for our purpose
deals witn predestination in relation to the Church:

"The Chmrch is the assembly of the e¢lect., This slection
took place by an act of the goodness of God before the
foundation of the world and it took place in Christ so
that Christ is the Head of the clect. Some of those
who appear to be elect do not persevere, but those who
are truly zlect cannot be lost. Their salvation ig go

& d.Te McNeill, The History and Character of Calviniesm, Pg.201,
1G

Celvini Cpers Ommia, Vol. 1, Pg. 51.
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