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The thesis delineates an existential view of history, in
which the eternal is defined as the ground of authentic
human life which underlies true historical action. The
historical is the manifestation of the eternal in the unique
moment, and redefines the ahistorical conditions of human
life. The ahistorical is the social and ideological
conditioning of all human knowledge, usually presented in
terms of various kinds of myth and ritual. The ahistorical
contains both good and bad elements, but always has the
tendency to become oppressive and is therefore constantly in
conflict with the historical. The life of Jesus is described
as the perfect expression of the eternal in true historical
action, by which he came into conflict with the ahistorical
of his society, as expressed in his death. By his
resurrection, his life breaks the limitations of time and
becomes transformative enabling all subsequent historical
action.

The eucharist is described as engaging with each of
these dimensions of our existence. By being itself a ritual
action containing a myth, the eucharist has an ahistorical
form and therefore easily engages with the ahistorical
dimensions of society. However, without a constant dialogue
with the historical, the eucharist, as an ahistorical
medium, can become allied to the dominant forces of society
and become a means of oppression.

The eucharist has at its centre the remembrance of the
historical action of Jesus. True historical action in the
present will result from a proper hermeneutic of the
gospels. The eucharistic anamnesis must be regarded as part

f the wider search for a relevant contemporary christology.

The eucharist remembers the Last Supper, which is a parable
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small groups the emphasis can be on the individual’s
historical response to the eternal. The bigger the group the
higher the level of formality, but also the greater the
resources for rich symbol creation. Here the emphasis will
be on the transformation of the ahistorical form of the
eucharist in order to stimulate individual historical
response and in order to express the communal dimension of
human existence. Skilful liturgy will be a balance between
the need for individual participation and corporate
formality. Different occasions lend themselves to one or the
other, but if the underlying hermeneutic dynamic is
operating in the wider church both the small house church
and the cathedral high mass will be enriched.




































































































































