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are similarly poor throughout, Of the 100 streets only 1, an arterial
road providing a bus route, is tarred with pavements and stormwater
drains. Streetlighting is poor and badly maintained, Few homes have
electricity. Water is obtained from communal street taps and there is
no waste-water drainage system (see Plate 1).

The open communal rubbish drums of streets have recently been replaced
by an open half drum per property. Refuse removal is irregular and
inadequate. The bucket toilet system prevails, also with equally poor
service (Wilsworth, 1979). Housing stock varies. Fingo and Tantye

consist of some brick houses, wattle and daub housing as well as corrugated

iron constructions (see Plate 2), Areas such as New Cottages and New
Town have almost uniformly small brick cottages (see Plate 4), while
Joza has the prefabricated modular type housing characteristic of modern
black housing estates (see Plate 3). Silver City, on the other hand, is
simply a collection of look-alike one roomed tin huts supplied by the
municipality (see Plate 5).

Overcrowding is a major problem and feature in the township's landscape,
Wilsworth (1979) estimates the 1978 Grahamstown black population at

35 500, Davenport (1980) estimates a black urban population growth of
approximately 1 000 a year. Thus the 1981 black Grahamstown population
could be in the region of 40 000 or more. This population forms 70%

of Grahamstown's total population and yet it occupies only 21% of the
town's land, Population densities for blacks Wilsworth (1979) estimates
at 318 persons/ha while for whites it is 31 persons/ha. This situation
can be traced historically.

The oldest suburb is Fingo. The grant of freehold titles (318 erven)

were allegedly made to the Fingos in 1846 and 1850-53 in the name of
Queen Victoria in recognition of services performed in defence of the
Cape Colony during the frontier wars (Charton, 1979; Davenport, 1980;
Wilsworth, 1980). But Davenport (1980) points this out as being a part
truth as a Mfengu township predates the two wars and was apparently
aimed at bringing greater control over these people through settling

and domesticating them, In 1860 Fingo incorporated 01d Municipal
Location leasehold plots (Charton, 1979). Next, in 1870, a site and
service scheme at Tantye was established (Nyquist, 1971). Charton (1979)
notes that in that same year additional leasehold was made available in
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Plate 1: Backyard building and the lack of adequate water supplies
are features of black Grahamstown residential areas.

Plate 2: Diversity of housing types is characteristic of both Fingo
and Tantye.

Plate 3: Residential units in a main street in Joza typify the monotonous
housing characteristic of modern planned housing estates.






Plate 4:

Plate 5:

Plate 6:
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Garbage collection takes place infrequently. Here in New Town
the typical municipally built cottages feature in the background
while the site and service housing types are in the foreground.

Housing in Silvertown is characterised by these temporary
corrugated iron shelters.

More incongruous extentions to prefab. dwellinas do exist in
Joza, as indicative of increasing privatisation.
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the reference group for the shaping of rank and file behaviour and
evaluation within the organisations saying that the 'upper status is a
kind of intermediate reference group, the leading edge of a general drive
for a more European style of life among urban Africans' (Nyquist, 1971,
834). Traditional norms and values are being eroded in the process. High
status is evaluated within the community in terms of high education, high
income and occupation (e.g. the professions) and ownership of property.
However, status derived from these criteria 'does not signify power, nor
does it mean economic security. What status in the urban African context
of South African does mean is a high ranking in a low-ranked community'
(Nyquist, 1971, 11). People in this position occupy a marginal situation
since the political structure of Apartheid society does not give them
power and allow them to direct the affairs of their own communities. In
this context Charton (1979) reacts that there should be little wonder at
the failure of those community development projects that have been started
in Grahamstown in the past,

The way the system is structured and is becoming structured, then,
continues to serve dominant class interests. All attempts to institute
projects that encourage community participation such as that cited by
Charton (1979) have failed dismally. Again one may harp back to the
argument that within a capitalist society where the distribution of
real income automatically favours an already advantaged minority group,
it is unrealistic to expect the underprivileged groups to eagerly
participate. Hence the constant failure of such projects.

Wilsworth (1980) understands that the community would seem to consider
themselves competent to build, maintain and improve their own shelter,
The most valuable contribution from others then, would be in the form

of better wages, security of tenure and capital expenditure on infra-
structure and services (see Plates 6 and 7). The liberal view, then,
may not adequately grasp the increased dependency of labour on capital
and hence the increased exploitation over time inherent in such measures.
However, Charton (1979, 2) does indicate from a Tiberal perspective that
upgrading of fringe benefits of housing, amenities and aesthetics such as
housing, lighting, streets and recreation is 'usually only ameliorative
rather than developmental in a basic economic sense'. Le Roux and

St Ledger (1971) also report from a study done in Fingo Village that the
primary concerns of the black community themselves are for their own
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Plate 7: The self motivated type of self-help housing is usually of the
wattle and daub variety.as demonstrated here.

Plate 8: Proponents of the self-help schemes usually attempt‘to encourage
fairly substantial houses of the type in this picture.

Plate 9: The ‘freedom now -- degree tomorrow' slogan on the wall in the
background is an on-site relic from the 1980 school boycotts.
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