
Representing Conflict: An Analysis of The Chronicle's Coverage of the Gukurahundi 
conflict in Zimbabwe between 1983 and 1986 

A thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements of the Master of Arts Degree in 
Journalism and Media Studies 

Rhodes University 

By 

Phillip Santos 

Supervisor: Professor Lynette Steenveld 

October 2011 



Acknowledgements 

I am forever in the debt of my very critical, incisive, and insightful supervisor Professor 

Lynette Steenveld whose encyclopaedic knowledge of social theory, generous advice, and 

guidance gave me more tban a fair share of epiphanic moments. I certainly would not have 

made it this far without the love and unstinting support of my dear wife Ellen, and daughter, . 

Thandiswa. For unparalleled teamwork and dependable friendship, thank you Sharon. My 

friends Stanley, Jolly, Sthembiso, Ntombomzi and Carolyne, tbank you for all the critical 

conversations and for keeping me sane throughout those tumultuous moments. I also owe 

particular debt of gratitude to tbe Journalism Department and UNESCO for enabling my 

studies at Rhodes University. 



Abstract 

This research is premised on the understanding that media texts are discourses and that all 

discourses are functional, that is, they refer to things, issues and events, in meaningful and 

goal oriented ways. Nine articles are analysed to explicate the sorts of discourses that were 

promoted by The Chronicle during the Gukurahundi conflict in Zimbabwe between 1982 and 

1986. It is argued that discourses in the news media are shaped by the role(s), the type(s) of 

journalism assumed by such media, and by the political environment in which the news 

media operate. The interplay between the ro les, types of journalism practised, and the effect 

the political environment has on news discourses is assessed within the context of conflictual 

situations. This is done using insights from the theoretical position of peace journalism and 

its critique of professional or mainstream journalism as promoting war/violence journalism. 

Using the case of The Chronicle's reportage of the Gukurahundi conflict in Zimbabwe, it is 

concluded that, in performing the collaborative role, state owned/controlled media assume 

characteristics of war/violence journalism. On the other hand, it is concluded that The 

Chronicle developed practices consistent with peace journalism when it both espoused the 

facilitative role and journalistic objectivity. These findings undermine the conventional view 

among proponents of peace journalism that in times of conflict, the news media should be 

interventionist in favour of peace and that they should abandon the journalistic norm of 

objectivity which they argue, promotes war/violence journalism. 
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Chapter 1 

Social Background and Context 

Introduction 

People's perceptions about social issues and events are influenced by many institutions such 

as the family, church, school, and the media, the object of this study. Although decades of 

media effects research have been inconclusive about the power of the media, my interest is 

driven by the desire "to understand the broader impact of the media, on what we think about, 

how we understand society and how we collectively think ... " (Williams 2003:188). While 

more emphasis is now "on what people do with the media rather than on what the media do to 

them", I am still concerned with media effects in their "minimal or limited" form (Williams 

2003:188). In this study, I analyse how The Chronicle covered one of Zimbabwe's most 

violent historical episodes, the Gukurahundi conflict in the Zimbabwean provinces of 

Midlands, Matabeleland North and Matabeleland South between 1983 and 1986. I chose to 

focus on The Chronicle because it was and still is the only daily paper published in 

Matabeleland. I also chose to focus on The Chronicle because newspaper stories are mostly 

long enough to give explanation, interpretation and context. The Chronicle also has archived 

all issues published during the Gukurahundi conflict, thus making access to such stories easy. 

Lastly, I chose The Chronicle because the only other alternative, the Zimbabwe Broadcasting 

Corporation (ZBC), is tightly controlled by the government making access to any material on 

the topic very difficult if not impossible. 

A number of contemporary developments from within and without the borders of Zimbabwe 

have driven me to embark on this study. Since independence "Zimbabwe struggled to 

develop into a united nation-state because of its negative legacy of racial and ethnic 

polarisation inherited from both colonialism and African nationalism" (Muzondidya and 

Ndlovu-Gatsheni 2007:284). The 1980s conflict in Matabeleland and the Midlands seems to 

have magnified ethnic divisions in the country (Muzondidya and Ndlovu-Gatsheni 2007). 

Some developments in the contemporary political dispensation point to a simmering political 

and ethnic conflict, mainly pitting the Ndebele against Shona people (see Masunungure 

2006:8 ; Muzondidya and Ndlovu-Gatsheni 2007:286). There is a steady rise of reportage and 

heated debates about Gukurahundi on such websites as newzimbabwe.com, youtube.com, 

thezimbabwean.co.uk, and bulawayo24.com, among others. The Zimbabwean 's website alone 

has more than 171 stories on the Gukurahundi conflict. Youtube carries about 24 videos 
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concerning the Gukurahundi conflict which receive quite a significant number of visitors. For 

example a video showing the passing out parade of the 5th Brigade (Gukurahundi) has to date 

(05 October 2011) received 63432 comments since its posting in 2007; Ian Smith's interview 

on the conflict, 54 009 (posted in 2008); a video showing the exhumation of mass graves in 

Matabeleland, 22 174 comments (posted 2008); and Nkomo' s interview in exile, 46 555 

comments (posted 2007), and the list goes on. The political and ethnic interpretations of the 

conflict and the way forward seem to be the contentious issues in most of the comments 

accompanying stories reporting on one or another aspect of the Gukurahundi. 

Of note also, is the rise of radical Ndebele particularism, driven by a desire to fonn, as some 

argue, "a separate Ndebele state along the lines of single tribe nations like Lesotho and 

Swaziland" (Masunungure 2006:8). In pursuit of this cause, a group which calls itself 

Mthwakazi Liberation Front (hereafter Mthwakazi) seeks to create a separate state called 

Umthwakazi Republic, carved out of the two Matabeleland provinces, Bulawayo, and the 

Midlands (Masunungure 2006:8). In what seems unconventional, Mthwakazi "offers no 

apologies for its use of a tribal framework to analyse Zimbabwe's present problems and its 

[sic] resolution" (Masunungure 2006:8). A less radical Ndebele pressure group, ZAPU 2000, 

driven by what it sees as the "marginalisation of the three provinces of Matabeleland South, 

Matabeleland North and Midlands . .. agitates for a Federal state in which provinces retain 

greater political and economic autonomy" (Muzondidya and Ndlovu-Gatsheni 2007:287). 

Another definitive development was the police shut down of an art exhibition focused on the 

Gukurahundi conflict at the Bulawayo art gallery in March of 2010 (newzimbabwe.com: 

2010). While the development sparked a wave of commentary on the internet as well as on 

radio stations broadcasting into Zimbabwe from outside locations, its significance is in 

showing the Zimbabwean government's reluctance to nurture open discussion on the conflict. 

Such reluctance was evident in 1997 at the funeral of PF-ZAPU leader Stephen Vuma, 

through the Zimbabwean President's criticism of the publication of a human rights report 

compiled by the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace, and the Legal Resources 

Foundation which he saw as "threatening the nation' s unity" (Alexander e/ al. 2000:258). 

Alexander et al. point out that the president's comment implicitly suggests that it was the 

publication of their report, rather than the violence about which it was written, which would 

dangerously divide the nation (2000:258). The Zimbabwean government's reluctance to dea l 

with the truth of events in the liberation struggle and the massacres of the 1980s is seen as 
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foundational to the violence that has come to be expected around election periods (see Eppel 

2004:43-44). Such reluctance to foster open discussion on the Gukurahundi conflict has 

consequently engendered an argument about whether to bury the past or expose it, and also 

whether to choose reconciliation or confrontation (Werbner 1995:99). 

Finally, one of the most significant contemporary developments was the 2009 pull out of PF­

ZAPU from the Unity Accord signed between PF-ZAPU and ZANU-PF in 1987 to end 

Gukurahundi. The Zimbabwean President reacted to the Dumiso Dabengwa (a prominent PF­

ZAPU leader with distinct liberation war credentials) led PF-ZAPU pullout from the Unity 

Accord, by referring to the new PF -ZAPU as "dissidents who should be castigated and 

dismissed with the contempt they deserve" (Zimbabwe Standard 2009). Viewed in the 

context that the Gukurahundi conflict of the 1980s was represented as a fight against what 

were viewed as dissidents (Masunungure 2006:5) and that the conflict is seen to have 

bolstered "a strong identification between ethnicity and political affiliation" (Alexander and 

McGregor 2003:123) the president's comments can be argued to invoke the passions that 

eventually led to the Gukurahundi atrocities. 

These contemporary developments point to discontent among the victims of the 1980s 

massacres over the goverrunent' s handling of the issue, simmering conflict expressed along 

both ethnic and political lines, and secessionist tendencies which have been a source of 

vicious conflicts in places like Chechnya, Kosovo and Biafra in Nigeria to name but a few. 

My interest is in investigating the media ' s construction of conflictual situations within the 

context of peace or violence journalism. This study considers an investigation into The 

Chronicle 's construction of the 1980s conflict in Matabeleland as partly foundational to 

understanding the media 's contribution to shaping the contemporary political framework in 

Zinlbabwe. Of interest as well is the impact such constructions might have had on the contlict 

in Matabeleland at the time, as this would help us understand the media' s agency in contlict. 

Context ofthe Research 

Zimbabwe's history is one characterised by violent conflicts stretching from the pre-colonial 

era right up to the contemporary times (EppeI2004:43). The country gained its independence 

in 1980 after a protracted war of liberation. Amid the euphoria of independence, another 

conflict flared up in the same year, this time not against the European settlers, but between 

indigenous Zimbabweans. 
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The events that led to post independence tensions emanated from the Zimbabwe African 

National Union (ZANU) 's unilateral decision to register for elections separately as ZANU 

Patriotic Front in 1980 (Matshazi 2007). This move was contrary to the expectations raised at 

the Lancaster House conference that the Patriotic Front, an amalgam of both ZANU and the 

Zimbabwe African People ' s Union (ZAPU), "was going to fight the elections as the Patriotic 

Front" (Matshazi 2007:29-30), and not as separate parties. ZANU-PF went ahead to win the 

elections against the background that the party and its military wing, the Zimbabwe African 

National Liberation Army (ZANLA) had violated the ceaseflfe by keeping their forces in 

their operational areas to maintain the party' s military and political dominance (Kriger 

2005:4). 

The first elections after independence revealed that "the areas of overwhelming support for 

ZANU-PF were in Mashonaland and other Shona speaking regions, and for PF-ZAPU were 

in Matabeleland" (Cl iffe et al. 1980:58). ZAPU's wartime armed wing, the Zimbabwe 

People ' s Revolutionary Army (ZIPRA) was "disgruntled by the election results, leading 

ZANLA to suspect they might attempt insurrection" (Meredith 2003 :59). According to Eppel 

(2004:44), the "suspicion and distrust between ex-ZIPRA and ex-ZANLA cadres during the 

process of integrating these annies and the Rhodesian anny led to defections and caching of 

arms on both sides." The period between 1981 and 1982 saw the unfolding of a series of 

events that escalated the tension between ZANU-PF/ZANLA and PF-ZAPU/ZIPRA. The 

then Prime Minister Robert Mugabe accused ZIPRAlPF-ZAPU of hiding weapons for the 

purpose of overthrowing and taking over government (Meredith 2003 :63). ZAPU leader 

Joshua Nkomo was sacked from government and rwo fonner ZIPRA leaders Dumiso 

Dabengwa and Lookout Masuku were arrested and tried for treason (Meredith 2003:64). This 

situation left ex-ZIPRA soldiers in the anny feeling insecure resulting in some of them 

deserting (Meredith 2003). From these deserters emerged a group of about 300 ex-ZIPRAs 

who became "a loose association of dissidents responsible for crimes including murder, 

assault and destruction of property" (EppeI2004 :44). 

The government responded to what it called the dissident threat by deploying a North Korean 

trained military unit (5 th Brigade) named "Gulcurahundi " by the then Prime Minister Robert 

Mugabe (Meredith 2003 :65-67). The tenn Gulcurahundi means early spring rains which are 

taken to wash away rubbish (see Alexander, McGregor and Ranger 2000: 191-192). However, 

other scholars have taken the word Gulcurahundi to carry symbolic significance, meaning 
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instead, the annihilation of political opposition, mainly PF -ZAPU (see Sithole 1993) and 

Ndebele and Kalanga people, seen here as symbolically associated with the rubbish that has 

to be washed away (see Alexander, McGregor and Ranger 2000:191 -1 92). The latter 

interpretation can also be understood in the context that the unit was constituted by ex­

ZANLA forces that were mainly, if not exclusively, Shona speaking (Phimister 2008 : 198). 

Furthermore, the 5th Brigade has also been argued to have "justified its violence in explicitly 

tribal and political terms" (see Alexander, McGregor and Ranger 2000:192). Following the 

deployment of the 5th Brigade between early 1983 and late 1986 " ... approximately 20 000 

people lost their lives in Matabeleland, that is, the western part of Zimbabwe occupied mostly 

by Ndebele speakers" (Phimister 2008: 199). The Gukurahundi conflict in Matabeleland 

ended with the signing of the Unity Accord between ZANU-PF and PF-ZAPU in 1987 (Auret 

2009:95). It is this history that forms the background to the media research undertaken in this 

study. But, this massacre of mainly Ndebele speaking civilians is still the source of tension, 

lack of trust, and simmering conflict expressed along both 'tribal' and political lines (Eppel 

2004; Phimister 2008), thereby necessitating a study which looks at the ways in which The 

Chronicle, the major daily newspaper in the region, constructed this conflict. 

This study understands social conflict as that in which the parties involved are an aggregate 

of individuals such as groups, organisations, communities, and crowds, who in pursuit of 

their goals, use means which are likely to inflict damage, harm or injury (Oberschall 

1978:291). Social conflict, Oberschall argues, "encompasses a broad range of social 

phenomena: class, racial, religious, and communal conflicts; riots, rebellions, revolutions , 

strikes and civil disorders ; marches, demonstrations, protest gatherings, and the like" 

(1978:291). For a working definition of social conflict, this study draws on Coser who 

defines it as "a struggle over values or claims to status, power and scarce resources, in which 

the aims of the conflict groups are not only to gain the desired values, but also to neutralise, 

injure, or eliminate rivals" (1967:232). If the Gukurahundi experience is viewed as having 

emerged from the conflict between PF-ZAPU and ZANU-PF or between dissidents and the 

government (see Meredith 2003:59, 65-67; Alexander, McGregor and Ranger 2000:192), it 

safely falls within the characterisation of conflict offered by Oberschall (1978) and Coser 

(1967). However, others have also argued that the dissident threat was a government creation 

designed to justify the one sided massacre ofNdebele people, civilian or not (Matshazi 2007), 
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leading others to further characterise the Gukurahundi episode as genocidal' (Genocide 

Watch 2010; Phimister 2008) suggesting, that it was not a conflict but a military operation 

embarked upon by the government deliberately to target PF -ZAPU members and by 

extension, the Ndebele ethnic group (Matshazi 2007). This should also be viewed against the 

background that the Gukurahundi experience was declared a genocide by the International 

Association of Genocide Scholars (lAGS) and Genocide Watch, an American based 

campaign against genocidal conflicts (Genocide Watch 2010). However, this study will take 

the Gukurahundi episode as a conflict as it also manifests elements referred to by Coser 

(1967) above. Furthermore, the study takes the position that genocide is also a violent 

manifestation of conflict (Hamelink 2008). 

Nationalism and Ethnicity in Post-Colonial Zimbabwe 

It is imperative also to consider the social dynamics around issues of identity in post-colonial 

Africa because the representation and social ways of understanding both nationalism and 

ethnicity perform political work. Such understandings are useful in making sense of the 

discourses in the media texts under study (The Chronicle) with reference to the Gukurahundi 

conflict. Present day African states are constructions shaped by the process of colonisation. 

Within these modern boundaries, are various ethnic groups who have over time been 

subsumed into a common identity, refelTed to as a nation. A nation can be understood as an 

entity that is: 

.. . formed from one or more ethnicities, and normally identified by a literature of its 
own, it possesses or claims the right to political identity and autonomy as a people, 
together with the control of specific territory, comparable to that of biblical Israel and 
of other independent entities in a world thOUght of as one of nation-states. (Hastings 
1997:3) 

Commenting from a constructivist position, Hall argues that "a nation is not only a political 

entity but something which produces meanings - a system of cultural representation" and as 

such "people are not only legal citizens of a nation; they participate in the idea of the nation 

I The United Nations defines a genocide as "acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a 
national, ethnical, racial or religious group as such: 

(a) Killing members ofa group; 
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical dcstruction 

in whole or in part; 
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 
(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group" (Chalk and Jona550hn 1990: 10). 
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as represented in its national culture" (1992:292). From this, Hall (1992 :292) posits: "a nation 

is a symbolic community and it is this which counts for its 'power to generate a sense of 

identity and allegiance '" (Schwarz 1986: I 06 ; see also Anderson 1983). On the other hand, 

an: 

. .. ethnicity is a group [sic) of people with a shared cultural identity and spoken 
language. It constitutes the major distinguishing element in all pre-national societies, 
but may survive as a strong sub-division with a loyalty of its own within established 
nations. (Hastings 1997:3) 

The constructionist understanding of nationhood is juxtaposed with essentialism, a western 

understanding of identity which is premised on the idea "that identity exists as a universal 

and timeless core of the self which we all possess" (Barker 2000: 166). Thus from the 

essentialist position there would be a fixed essence of femininity, masculinity, Asians, 

teenagers and all other social categories (Barker 2000: 166). The perspectives on nationalism 

and ethnicity given above seem to suggest a contest between essentialised ethnic identities 

and constructed national identities in post-colonial Africa, hence the perceived need for 

nation building (see Masunungure 2006). The notion of nation building can be understood in 

the Weberian sense of a nation, in which he sees it "proper to expect from certain groups a 

specific sentiment of solidarity in the face of other groups" (qtd. in Masunungure 2006:7). 

Arguing in reference to post-colonial Africa and Zimbabwe in particular, Masunungure notes 

that "many countries inherited states without nations" (2006:3). Here the concept of state 

building "entails creating and strengthening the institutions necessary to support and promote 

long-term economic, social and political development" while nation building is the creation 

of a nation united in cultural diversity (Masunungure 2006:4). The blurred line between 

nation and state in post-colonial Africa can be understood from the position that "nationalism 

as a liberation struggle against colonial domination brought with it the identification of nation 

and state" as one thing (Werbner 1996:12). This identification of nation and state is seen by 

Werbner as a precursor to what he calls "quasi-nationalism", which he sees as "a movement 

of ideas and practices that wins its often cruelly violent moments within the formation of the 

nation-state in the twentieth century" (Werbner 1996: 12). He also argues that "the 

catastrophe of quasi-nationalism is that it can capture the might of the nation-state and bring 

authorised violence down ruthlessly against the people who seem to stand in the way of the 

nation being united and pure as one body" (Werbner 1996:13). 
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Thus, the conundrum facing most African states with a kaleidoscope of cultural, ethnic, 

racial, religious and other salient social identities is that of nation building (Masunungure 

2006:3). The complexity around issues of identity formation in post-colonial Africa is 

captured by Werbner who says that "the story of ethnic difference in Africa threatens to 

overwhelm the larger debate about post-colonial identity politics across the continent" 

(1996:1). Werbner also notes that "ethnic identities are merely a small fraction of the many 

identities mobilised in the post-colonial politics of everyday life" (1996: 1). The dilemmas of 

self definition revolve around such social categories as gender, race, ethnicity, nationality and 

from a post-modern perspective, the subject is conceptualised "as having no fixed, essential 

or permanent identity" (Hall 1992:277). Such identity constructions position people 

differently within a nation and between ethnic groups. 

Modern Zimbabwe is argued to be by all definitions " ... a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, multi­

religious and multi-racial country ... " (Masunungure 2006:6). Contemporary social divisions 

in the country can be traced back to a pre-independent Zimbabwe which functioned as a 

bifurcated society with "two nations, one white and one black" and wherein 'blacks' "were 

divided ethnically between Ndebeles and Shonas and further sub-ethnic groups within the 

latter" (Masunungure 2006:4). The negative impact of Rhodesian colonialism on the post­

independence nation building project was and still is that it: 

... set into motion the politicisation of African ethnic identities by trying to construct 
and reconstruct people 's identities and by compartmentalising them in cultural and 
geographic terms. It also polarised and reinforced ethnic divisions among Africans, 
thereby deliberately preventing them from developing nationally integrated identities, 
by differentiating among them and favouring ce11ain groups against others. 
(Chimhundu 1992 qtd. in Muzondidya and Nd10vu-Gatsheni 2007:278)2 

Against this background, Masunungure argues that "one of the prob lems at independence was 

the contested and not yet fully resolved question of who constitutes the Zimbabwean polity or 

political community and which people should be members of that community" (2006:5). This 

historical background explains the contemporary political dynamics in the country about 

which Masunungure observes: "Zimbabwe's politics is reflective of its multi-modal ethnic 

and cultural character" in which the most significant line of social and political cleavage is 

the ethnic polarisation between the majority Shona-oriented groups and the minority 

Ndebele-oriented ones (2006:5). The conundrum faced by present day Zimbabwe is that 

2 See also Ranger 1985. 
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"there is serio LIS ethnic polarisation in the country and ethnicity remains one of the challenges 

to the survival of both the state and country" (Muzondidya and Ndlovu-Gatsheni 2007:275). 

What makes it imperative to consider issues of nationalism and ethnicity in this research is 

the interaction of these two aspects with the historical event under study, the Gukurahundi 

conflict. Muzondidya and Ndlovu-Gatsheni point to a number of social fractures in the 

Zimbabwean body politic traceable to the conflict. For example, they argue that "atrocities of 

this period have remained a bitter source of resentment among the country's Ndebele 

population" and have "solidified the feeling of Ndebele-ness among the people of 

Matabeleland" thus leaving "many Ndebeles more aware of their differences with the Shona" 

in the process provoking "a radical form ofNdebele cultural nationalism and radical Ndebele 

politics" (Lindgren 2005) thus making national integration difficult to achieve (Muzondidya 

and Ndlovu-Gatsheni 2007:286-287). The politics around issues of nationalism and ethnicity 

as well as the political and economic history of Zimbabwe and how these have been 

constructed by the media can help in making sense of the enduring tension between the 

country's political and ethnic groupings as well as The Chronicle's representations of this 

conflict. 

The Chronicle 

The Chronicle is one of ten publications owned by the Zimbabwe Newspapers (Zimpapers) 

media group whose main shareholder is the government of Zimbabwe (AfdeInfo: 2007). It is 

a daily paper located in the country's second largest city, BUlawayo. A South African 

company, the Argus Press, owned the daily newspapers, the Rhodesia Herald and The 

Chronicle, and their Sunday equivalents, the Mail and the News, through its subsidiary, the 

Rhodesian Printing and Publishing Company (RPPC), before Zimbabwe achieved 

independence (Windrich 1981 :57). This group of papers had become the mainstream press 

following the banning of many other news publications by the Rhodesian government 

(Windrich 1981 :57)3 They had been "tailored to serve the interests of a minority state" 

(Chuma 2004:122; Windrich 1981) that is the settler Rhodesian government. At 

independence, the new Zimbabwean government, with Nigerian aid, bought the Argus Press 

shares in the RPP and renamed it Zimbabwe Newspapers (1980) Ltd (Chuma 2004:124). This 

3 Some of the publications banned by the RF led Rhodesian government in the 1960s include the following; The 

African Daily News, Mota, Zimbabwe News, Zimbabwe Review, Umbowo, Central African Examiner and The 
Zimbabwe Times (Saunders 1999). 
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new company was "to be operated by a trust, the Zimbabwe Mass Media Trust (ZMMT), 

which was in principle autonomous, democratically constituted and tasked with transforming 

and rolling out the press" (Chuma 2004: 124). The idea behind the creation of the ZMMT was 

that "the press should be free, non-partisan, mass-oriented, accessible and responsible for the 

national interest" (Chuma 2004: 126; see also Saunders 1991; Ronning and Kupe 2000). 

But not long after its establishment, the ZMMT soon ran into fmancial problems leading to its 

dependence on the government for funding (Chuma 2004:127) a situation which gave senior 

ZANU-PF politicians considerable influence in the appointment of staff to senior positions at 

Zimpapers (Saunders 1999:17). The encroachment of government and party influence at 

Zimpapers resulted in a conflict between editorial and journalistic independence on the one 

hand and the government and party's (ZANU-PF) urge to control the press on the other 

(Ronning and Kupe 2000: 160) resulting in tbe removal of non-compliant editors from their 

positions (Saunders 1999:20)4 This led some to argue that the government' s policy towards 

Zimpapers was characterised by "strong interference" and "continual frustration of 

independent-minded editors" (Saidi qtd. in Chuma 2004:128). The first post independence 

editor of The Chronicle was Tommy Sithole (1980-1982) who was in turn succeeded by 

Geoff Nyarota in 1983. Nyarota remained The Chronicle's editor throughout the duration of 

the Gukurahundi conflict until 1989 when he was promoted to head office (Saunders 

1999:17). In view of this, it can be argued that Geoff Nyarota ' s survival as editor at The 

Chronicle between 1983 and 1989 was due to his compliance with government and party 

policies. 

Upon the deployment of the 5th Brigade (Gukurahundi), the government also closed off 

media access to the affected areas, banning journalists from leaving Bulawayo, without 

permission (Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace-CCJP 2007:80). Informed by this 

dimension to ownership and control at The Chronicle and the prevailing political situation in 

the country, this study analyses how the newspaper constructed the Gukurahundi conflict 

between 1983 and 1986. 

4 For example Herald editor Farayi Munyuki was removed in 1983 for publishing a front page story criticising 
the Botswana government. Respected Sunday Mail editor Willie Musarurwa was also removed in 1984 for 
failing to follow informal government "guidelines" regarding news and commentary (Saunders 1999:20). 
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Chapter Outlines 

This thesis consists of six chapters. This chapter provides the background to both the study's 

political context and the object of study, The Chronicle. I also discuss the concepts of 

nationalism and ethnicity as this helps us understand the socio-political factors at play in 

Zimbabwe's body politic as well as the influence of identity issues on the way newspapers 

represent conflict. 

Chapter Two outlines the theoretical framework informing this study. The chapter also 

presents the contesting debates within and between the theoretical positions that frame this 

study. 

Chapter Three presents the methodology used to gather and analyse the data for this study. It 

explains the epistemological position within which this research is conducted and outlines the 

methods of data gathering, sampling and analysis. 

Chapters Four and Five present the findings and analysis of the research. These two chapters 

provide answers to the research question which forms the basis of this study. These answers 

will be made sense of through the lenses of the theories presented in Chapter Two. 

Lastly, Chapter Six will summarise and conclude the research as well as recommend areas of 

further research required. 

Conclusion 

This chapter offered the contemporary socio-political developments which motivated the 

study and its socio-political background. The following chapter outlines the theoretical 

framework infOlming this study. 
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Chapter 2 

Theoretical Framework 

Introduction 

As this research is concerned with the representation of the Gukurahundi by The Chronicle, 

this chapter provides theoretical frameworks for analysing the selected representations. The 

theoretical frameworks outlined here foreground significant factors that have a bearing on the 

nature of media representations. 

This chapter draws on Hanitzsch's (2007) theorisation of journalistic practice to understand 

different media roles because understandings of journalistic practice shape media roles and 

subsequently journalistic representations. It further refers to the theory of political 

communication as a framework within which to explore and outline the nature of the 

relationship between politicians and journalists, because politicians have a significant bearing 

on journalists' coverage of political issues especially in conflict situations (see McNair 2007). 

However, the theory of political communication is only used to expand on some aspects of 

journalistic practice outlined by Hanitzsch (2007). The media are also, always, wittingly or 

unwittingly, expected to perform certain roles or tasks and these have come to be generalised 

in the Reithian formulation of informing, educating and entertaining (Zaffiro 1993 :7). This 

chapter uses Christians e/ al. (2009) to outline the normative framework relevant for this 

study. While normative understandings are used to theorise how the media 'ought' to report 

on issues and events, the theory of political communication focuses our attention on the 

factors relating to how journalists actually report social issues (see Habermas 2006; 

Tehranian 2002:75). In other words, the two approaches (the normative approach and the 

theory of political communication), together, demonstrate the gap between the 'ought' and 

the ' is' in terms of how journalists go about their practice. Also as the practice of journalism 

is not a UnifOlID and universally agreed upon phenomenon, this begs the question about how 

to locate and make sense of conflict reporting. From the different approaches to journalism 

outlined below, I discuss an ideal type of conflict reporting referred to by some as ' peace 

journalism' (Galtung 1986; Lynch and McGoldrick 2005). Peace journalism provides an 

analytic framework within which to assess The Chronicle 's coverage of the Gukurahundi 

conflict. These theories and concepts are essential to this study because they bring to the fore, 

and help us understand, factors which significantly shape the way journalists report issues 

and events, especially in situations of conflict. 
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An Itinerary of Thought on the Normative Views of Mainstream Media 

An understanding of the normative roles of the media is necessary because it provides a 

backdrop against which to reference the actual performance of the media. Furthermore, 

possible ways of understanding journalistic representations can be linked to different kinds of 

media roles, journalistic forms, and journalistic practices. As some scholars argue, "each 

configuration of normative values [ ... J tends to be linked with the search for what good and 

just public communication consists of in a particular historical context" (Christians et al. 

2009:20). It can be noted here, that this pursuit of "good" or "just" public communication 

seems prescriptive of ways of representing and also at the same time suggestive of ways of 

not representing. The normative, it is argued, refers to those actions or practices which are 

guided by some external ideal, and not necessarily by the potential for material reward or 

calculation of advantage, and may also at the same time imply "an element of association 

with others (relationships) and some form of accountability or willingness to be accountab le" 

(McQuail 2006:49). However, different writings on the role of the media in society seem to 

point out that normative understandings are not universal but are shaped by different 

philosophical persuasions, political systems and postulations about media roles. For instance, 

in societies following pure libertarian principles, even the concept of media roles is treated as 

anathema because the media are seen as free to choose between performing and not 

performing any role .(McQuail 2006:54; Christians et al. 2009:29; 121). 

An itinerary of thinking about the normative roles of mainstream media, in society, can be 

traced back to the institution's conception as a fourth estate, a label which cast the media as a 

"fourth power that provides counterbalances and checks on the executive, legislative, and 

judicial" branches of government (Willis 2010:15). This idea has also been understood to 

refer to the press 's mediation role between the government and public, and to the watchdog 

function (Willis 2010:15). Although the fourth estate understanding as normative still endures 

in the practice of journalism, it no longer receives the same standing as it did at the time that 

Edmund Burke spoke of the media's role as such. The elaboration of the media's social 

responsibility by America' s Commission on the Freedom of the Press in 1947, marked the 

genesis of its advocacy role (Janowitz 2000:623; see also CIu'istians et al. 2009:5). This 

Commission, also known as the Hutchins Commission, criticised what it saw as the "absence 

of appropriate standards of press performance and the ineffectiveness of the mass media in 

solving the problems of a democratic society" (Janowitz 2000:623). It is on the basis of this 
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perceived need, that the idea of a socially responsible media was mooted. This was because 

commercial media were seen to have failed in performing their bigger social role. Partially 

informed by the work of the Hutchins Commission, Siebert, Peterson and Schramm (1956) 

published Four Theories of the Press, which introduced the authoritarian, libertarian, social 

responsibility and soviet concepts of what the press should be and do (Christians et al. 

2009:3). Four Theories provided a "reflection about the media's role in society by suggesting 

that the press systems are linked to different political systems and philosophies" (Christians 

et al. 2009:4). 

While this formulation provided impetus into thinking about the roles of the media in society, 

it has been criticised for its political and cultural bias, among other things (Christians et al. 

2009:4). Many revisions and attempts to formulate alternative models within which to 

conceptualise the role of the media in society, both in Europe and the United States, followed 

on the heels of criticisms directed at the Four Theories of the Press (see Christians et al. 

2009:5-14). One significant attempt at revising the role of the media in society occurred 

under the aegis of UNESCO in the 1970s through debates on the New World Information and 

Communication Order (NWICO) (see Sparks 2007; Christians et al. 2009; Tomlinson 1991). 

Third World countries in particular, argued that Four Theories was not sufficiently open to "a 

whole range of value traditions and socio-political philosophies underlying public 

communication throughout the world" but instead viewed them as favouring the 

industrialised western powers (Christians et al. 2009:viii). The Third World countries also 

saw Four Theories as institutionalising and justifYing the imbalances of the present global 

order of communication which was seen as privileging information flowing from the 

developed countries (Tomlinson 1991: 16). 

Out of these debates emerged propositions of a new kind of journalism referred to as 

"development journalism" which did not focus on politics only, but also on developmental 

issues (Ogan 1980:3; see also McQuail' s addition of Development Communication Theory 

[2000:155]). Developed countries criticised this form of journalism for its tendency to ally 

the media with government and at worst for exposing the media to abuse by repressive states 

(Ogan 1980:4). Other scholars propose alternative forms of journalism which are congruent 

with an advocacy or activist philosophy (Atton 2011:6) , provide a critical voice against 

mainstream discourses and are representative of community level issues (see Fuchs 2010). 
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Another nonnative framework argued for by Rosen (1999), is infonned by CIVIC 

republicanism, whose thrust is that "only through public discourse, engaged debate and 

deliberation can citizens be reconnected to political processes and reafftrmed as part of a 

wider community or collective" (Cottle 2006:112). 

The theory of political communication developed in the early 1990s as a result of the gaps in 

normative theorisation of the media ' s role in society. It speaks to the disjuncture between 

Siebelt et al.'s (1956) notion of the libertarian press as nonnative theory, the continuation of 

the foulth estate role, and actual political communication (see Gurevitch and Blumler 1990; 

Habennas 2006). Political communication is here understood broadly to include purposeful 

communication by politicians and political actors, "communication addressed to these actors 

by non politicians such as voters and newspaper columnists", and communication about 

political actors and "their activities, as contained in news reports, editorials, and other fonns 

of media discussion of politics" (McNair 2007:4). 

The political communication theory enables an assessment of the tension between "the 

ostensibly democratic ideals that the mass media are supposed to serve and the 

communication structures and practices that actually prevail" (Gurevitch and Blumler 

1990:25). In democratic societies, it is argued, the media act as conduits for political 

communication originating from political actors outside media organisations themselves, and 

"senders of political messages constructed by journalists" and other media producers 

(McNair 2007:11). 

According to Gurevitch and Blumler, in a democracy, the media are supposed to provide 

surveillance of the socio-political environment repOlting developments likely to impinge, 

positively or negatively, on the welfare of citizens; facilitate dialogue across a diverse range 

of views, as well as between power holders (actual and prospective) and mass publics; 

provide mechanisms for holding offtcials to account for how they have exercised power; and 

among other things respect the audiences ' ab ility to make sense of their political environment 

(1990:25-26). The two scholars also cite asymmetrical relations between political 

communicators and audiences; political apathy among citizens; and the constraining 

relationship between the media and governing authorities as factors that limit the media's 

ability to perfOlm and provide a number of functions and services in a democratic political 
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system (Gurevitch and Blumler 1990:25-27). Theorisation on the normative role of the media 

did not remain trapped in the original cast amid all these criticisms. Revisions have been 

made taking into consideration insights from attempts at further normative theorisation, and 

critical theory. 

The purpose of the discussion above is to locate contemporary notions of normative theory, 

and peace journalism in relation to it, because it is useful for the analysis of media texts 

selected for this study. Some of the latest significant work in this field is that by Carpentier 

(2005) who is concerned with journalistic identities, Hanitzsch (2007) with journalism 

culture, and Christians et al. (2009) who offer a revised approach to normative theories of the 

media. 

For an analytic fi'amework of different types of journalism, I use Hanitzsch (2007) because of 

his more detailed categories. I elaborate media roles using Christians et al. (2009) who are 

good on roles that are of interest to this study. Christians et al. 's (2009) formulation of the 

normative theories of the media provide a three-tier analytical model which enables analysis 

at a philosophical level (normative traditions), political level (models of democracy) and at 

the level of media roles (Christians et al. 2009:16). Their model is structured as follows: 

Fig. 1 

Philosophical Level Political Media 

(Normative Traditions) (Models of Democracy) (Roles of Media) 

Corporatist Administrative Monitorial 

Libertarian Pluralist Facilitative 

Social Responsibility Civic Radical 

Citizen participation Direct Collaborative 

But they emphasise that each of these three levels has its own logic which does not transfer to 

others and that the different types of normative traditions, models of democracy and roles of 

media falling under each respective analytical level "should be seen as vehicles of analytical 

understanding rather than sets of fixed locations limiting actual phenomena" (Christians et al. 

2009:16). This is because actual media roles held and practised by "media institutions or 
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individual communicators are typically composites of different and sometimes contradictory 

traditions" (Christians et at. 2009: 17). The analytic framework of media roles that Christians 

et a!. proffer, speak to important issues facing democratic societies in their contemporary 

political set up, relating to: 

.. . the transparency of society and flow of information within it; the facilitating of 
social and political processes, especially the democratic system; the critical role of 
communications media that has to be fulfilled independently of vested interests and 
established institutions; and the collaboration or not, of media with authority. 
(2009:30) 

This discussion on normative theories focuses on those roles that are of analytical value to the 

concerns of this study, namely the collaborative, monitorial, and facilitative roles (Christians 

et al. 2009). The monitorial and collaborative roles occupy polar positions in relation to each 

other and this contrast enables an assessment of representations in a government-controlled 

newspaper such as The Chronicle. The facilitative role provides the potential ideal typical 

normative frame for the practice of conflict reporting. Media roles or the roles for those 

working in the media encompass a description of their tasks and practices as well as broader 

purposes and obligations (Christians et at. 2009:29). 

However, it is not enough to look at these normative roles without considering in detail the 

diversity of journalistic practice. To unpack the diversity of journalistic practice, I use 

Hanitzsch' s (2007) model or conception of 'journalism culture ' . [t is only within such a 

model that media roles can be understood beyond abstractions, or rather can be matched with 

actual journalistic practice in its diversity and flux. This deconstructive work is the subject of 

the section below. 

Journalism Culture and Normative Roles of the Media 

There is no universally acceptable understanding of journalism but McNair offers a useful 

working definition: 

Any authored text, in written, audio or visual form, which claims to be (i.e. is 
presented to its audience as) a truthful statement about, or record of, some hitherto 
unknown (new) feature of the actual, social world. (1998:4) 

Journalistic practices are also spoken about and made sense of by those from within and 

without the profession in different ways (see Carpentier 2003: 151). For this reason, it is 

necessary to explicate the various ways of looking at and making sense of the practice of 
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journalism. This enables an approximate characterisation of 'conflict reporting' within the 

various discourses around the roles, values, practice, and an epistemic self-understanding by 

journalism practitioners. In addition, this section also provides an analytical framework 

outlining the relations between kinds of journalism, normative roles and the sorts of 

representations these elements promote. This is because journalistic content is shaped by a 

variety of factors ranging from the social context, institutional influences, perceptions by 

those from within and without the media of its role in society, values and ethics adhered to by 

the media in constructing their stories inter alia (see Shoemaker and Reese 1996). 

To capture this diverse understanding of journalism, Hanitzsch (2007) conceptualises 

journalism culture in terms of its institutional roles, epistemologies and ethical ideologies. He 

further divides these three analytical elements into 7 analytical dimensions of 

interventionism, power distance, market orientation, objectivism, empiricism, relativism, and 

idealism (2007:367). 

Fig. 2 Hanitzsch's framework for conceptualising journalism culture (2007:371) 

Institutional Roles 
I 

Epistemologies 
I I Ethical Ideologies 

I I I I I I I 
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This formulation helps to capture the cultural diversity of journalistic values and practices, 

and from these, carve out possible permutations of normative roles and the subsequent 

representations they are likely to promote. One of the reasons why Hanitzsch' s formulation is 

useful to this study is that it enables us to perceive journalistic values and practices both from 

within and outside their hegemonic construction. This is important because the hegemonic 

occupational ideology is generally embraced by journalists themselves and promoted as the 

norm (see Schudson 1978). It associates journalism with elements of public service, 

impartiality, neutrality, objectivity, fairness, autonomy, freedom, independence, immediacy, 

actuality, speed, a sense of ethics, validity and legitimacy, but cannot account for the 
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emergent fonns that are not necessarily characteristic of this universalised hegemonic fonn 

(see Hanitzsch 2007:368). 

According to Hanitzsch, journalism culture is manifest in the way journalists think and act 

and "can be defined as a particular set of ideas and practices by which journalists, 

consciously and unconsciously, legitimate their role in society and render their work 

meaningful for themselves and others" (2007:369). Journalism culture is thus "an arena in 

which diverse professional ideologies struggle over the dominant interpretation of 

journalism' s social function and identity" (Hanitzsch 2007:370). His model focuses on 

differences in journalistic value systems and practices because, as he argues, "by highlighting 

differences at the expense of similarities, the present approach seeks to provide an analytical 

grid to map diverse journalism cultures onto a set of universal dimensions of global variance" 

(Hanitzsch 2007:371). 

In his model, Hanitzsch uses the dimension of ethical ideologies as a constituent of 

journalism culture to draw attention to "how journalists respond to ethical problems" 

(2007:378). Because moral values are "culture bound and far too specific to serve as a 

common denominator of the global variations in professional practice" (Hanitzsch 2007:378), 

he draws on the works of Keeble (2005) and Plaisance (2005) to come up with a model that 

enables an assessment of journalists ' responses to ethical problems. Hanitzsch points out that 

in making ethical decisions, journalists take into consideration the situation at hand and 

agreed upon ethical principles, but may also use unconventional practices of reporting in 

exceptional cases or to yield the best possible outcome (2007:379). 

Hanitzsch also uses the element of epistemology to assess the extent to which journalism 

observes the dimension of objectivity and is guided by empiricism. A perspective on 

journalism that reifies objectivity advocates for a correspondence between what is said and 

what exists, absolute truth, and a separation of fact from values. On the other hand, views on 

journalism based on constructivism characterises news as selective and therefore requiring 

interpretation; does not believe in absolute truth; argues that journalism is a construction; and 

that news is a representation of the world (Hanitzsch 2007:376-377). Also, those media 

whose empiricist orientation is high, emphasise observation, measurement, evidence, 

experience and for them truth is substantiated by fact whereas those with a low empiricist 
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orientation stress the analytical justifications of truth claims, accentuate reason, ideas, values, 

opinion, commentary and analysis (Hanitzsch 2007:377-378). 

Finally, and of particular relevance to this study, is his use of the element of institutional roles 

to characterise the practice of journalism by analysing the extent to which the media are 

socially committed and motivated as opposed to being detached (interventionism), are 

operating closer to the centres of power (power distance) , and the extent to which they 

subordinate their goals to the logic of the market (market orientation) (Hanitzsch 2007:374). 

He sees those media that are interventionist as assuming an advocacy role as opposed to a 

detached, gatekeeper orientation taken by objective journalism (2007:371-372). Peace 

journalism, development journalism and civic or public journalism are seen as exemplifying 

the former, while the latter is exemplified by a professional form performing the 

informational function. Those media that operate closer to power centres are characterised as 

propagandist, defensive of authority and therefore loyal to the power centre, while those that 

operate at a distance from the power centre are seen as adversary, challenging those who 

wield power and playing fourth estate and watchdog roles (Hanitzsch 2007:373-374). Those 

media that are found operating closer to power centres can be argued to perform a 

collaborative role which Christians et al. (2009) expand on. 

The collaborative role of the media is characterised by a very narrow distance between the 

media and powerful institutions such as the state. Christians et al. argue that, "collaboration 

characterises any number of relationships in which the media willingly, sometimes even 

enthusiastically, participate" (2009: 196). The role deals at once with both the needs and 

expectations of the state as well as those of the press (Christians et al. 2009 :197). The role ' s 

democratic and normative value "depends on whether a public justification can be made for 

it" (Christians et al. 2009 :197). While the media can collaborate with a range of ' centres of 

power ' such as community activists, advertisers, its collaboration with the state is of central 

focus to this study because the "state can intervene in the affairs of journalism in ways that 

fundamentally alter the nature of everyday news" (Christians et al. 2009:197). The nature of 

this collaboration "represents an acknowledgment of the state ' s interest to which the media 

accede either passively or unwittingly, reluctantly or wholeheartedly" (Christians et al. 

2009:197). However for this collaborative role to assume normative qualities, the relationship 

between the media and the state should be "built on mutual trust and a shared commitment to 
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mutually agreeable means and ends", an ideal which in reality remains a pipedream 

(Christians et al. 2009:198). For an analytical framework of the collaborative role, Christians 

et al. (2009) draw on Held 's (1995: 160-162) categorisation of the conditions of collaboration. 

It is important to include this model for analytical purposes in this study as it provides tools 

to assess the relationship between media texts and the context within which they are 

constructed. Held categorises the conditions of collaboration under three main strands which 

include, collaboration as compliance, collaboration as acquiescence and collaboration as 

acceptance (1995 : 161). Compliant collaboration, Held argues, can result from coercion, 

apathy on the part of the media, and tradition justified on the basis of history and custom 

(1995:161). Acquiescent collaboration on the other hand results from pragmatic and 

instrumental considerations wherein such cooperation is inevitable and useful respectively 

(Held 1995:161). Lastly, the media accepts to collaborate for practical and nOlmative reasons 

(Held 1995:161). The collaborative role is less celebrated in societies which cast the state in 

the role of a villain. However, Christians et al. also note that, "roles apply in particular 

instances and at particular times" and that "on any given day, most news media play multiple 

roles" (2009:217). These roles, they argue, can also manifest even in single stories (Christians 

et at. 2009 :21 7). 

In contrast, the function of those media that operate at a distance from the centre of power 

(Hanitzsch 2007:374) can be associated with Christians et al.'s (2009) formulation of the 

monitorial role. The monitorial role describes the mediation function of the media wherein 

"news media intervene between events and sources on the one hand and individual members 

of the public on the other" (Christians et al. 2009: 139-140). The monitorial role's relevance 

cuts across all democratic models, that is the 'p luralist', ' administrative', 'civic ' and 'direct' 

systems, although its preference ranks the highest in pluralistic democracies (Christians et al. 

2009:133). The term monitorial is defined as referring to "an organised scanning of the real 

world of people, conditions, and events, and of potentially re levant sources of information" 

and also the media 's evaluation and interpretation of these, "guided by the criteria of 

relevance, significance, and reigning normative frameworks for the public arena" (Christians 

et al. 2009: 140). The model of professional journalism is largely expressed in this role 

(Christians et al. 2009: 126). The practice of journalism in respect of this role is expected to 

observe such values as the separation of opinion and attitude from facts that can be supported 

by evidence (Christians et al. 2009:125-126). The scope of the monitorial role stretches from 
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merely channelling information to "carrying out a watchdog role on behalf of the public" 

(Christians et al. 2009:126). Journalistic practice within this role is expected to be objective, 

neutral, accountable to audiences, distant from the state ' s power and to have some 

independence fi'om economic interests (Christians et al. 2009:147-152). However, tbis role is 

not without its own shortcomings. Christians et al. identify claims to confidentiality and 

economic interest in protecting certain information, the commercial imperative in media 

operations, media obsession with 'dramatic narrative', compelling characters and 

personalities as some oftbe barriers to tbe performance of the monitorial role (2009:152-156; 

see also Wolfsfeld 2004:11-22). 

In as far as market orientation goes, those media organisations that subordinate their goals to 

the logic of tbe market characterise their audiences as consumers and focus on what the 

audience wants, whereas those that have a low degree of subordination to market forces are 

mainly public interest driven, treating audiences as citizens and giving them what tbey should 

know (Hanitzsch 2007:374-375). However, the element of market orientation is not of 

significant analytical value in this research because tbe newspaper under study is state 

controlled, so its content is shaped more by political factors than market ones (see Chuma 

2004). It is also pointed out that "the diverse and coexisting worlds of journalism" make it 

impossible for journalistic practice to be neatly classified across the various categories 

outlined in Hanitzsch's model (2007:37 1). 

The Facilitative Role 

The facilitative role can be played by media placed midway in the continuum between 

adversarial and loyal media. This study argues that by performing the facilitative role, tbe 

media stand a better chance of reporting conflict in productive ways. In performing the 

facilitative role, "the media promote dialogue among their readers and viewers through 

communication that engages them and in which they active ly participate" (Christians et al. 

2009:158). In this role, the media take seriously citizen efforts to "clarify and resolve public 

problems" (Christians et al. 2009:158). The fac ilitative role of the media "is rooted in and 

promotes deliberative democracy" (Christians et al. 2009: 158). It is argued that in this role, 

the media "facilitate the process of negotiation over the social, political, and cultural agenda" 

and through this process, create interactive dialogue between citizens wherein they can 
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engage with one another "on both practical matters and social division" (Christians et al. 

2009:159). The media are also , in performing this role, expected to "raise social conflict from 

the plane of violence to the plane of panel discussion" (Commission on freedom of the Press 

1947:23). The other thrust of the media in this role is to promote grassroots voices as opposed 

to elite voices (Christians et at. 2009:161). It is also suggested that the media should engage 

participants by "creating shared experiences and fostering mutual understanding" (Glasser 

1991 qtd. in Christians et al. 2009:161). This role would fit with media that seek to promote 

public dialogue on pressing issues and events of the day. 

The three media roles discussed here in tbe context of different types of journalism 

(Hanitzsch 2007) are useful for this study because tbe monitorial role offers the hegemonic 

normative understanding of professional journalistic practice (against which normative 

critiques are directed), while the collaborative role enables an assessment of normative 

positions available to a government owned newspaper like The Chronicle and the facilitative 

role proposes a potential normative reference for the practice of conflict reporting. This 

normative perspective challenges the hegemonic view that the monitorial role should be the 

ideal norm. These three roles are used to assess the sorts of media representations promoted 

by The Chronicle in its reportage of the Gukurahundi conflict. 

War or Peace lou rnalism 

Galtung (1986; 1998) defines peace journalism as an approach to conflict reporting which 

"concentrates on stories that highlight peace initiatives; tone down ethnic and religious 

differences, prevent further conflict, focus on the structure of society; and promote conflict 

resolution, reconstruction, and reconciliation" (qtd. in Lee and Maslog 2005: 311-312). Peace 

journalism is understood in juxtaposition to 'violence journalism' which is argued to seek 

causes of conflict, and solutions to it on the battleground and focuses on who gets the upper 

hand in the war (Hanitzsch 2004:484). Hanitzsch further points out that violence journalism 

"is generally zero sum oriented, that is, one side wins and the other side loses" and that in this 

approach "news coverage only begins with the manifestation (outbreak) of violence and 

concentrates on its visible consequences, such as the dead, casualties and material damage" 

(2004:484). The differentiation between violence and peace journalism is constructed along 

Galtung's (2006) hypothesis which uses categories such as conflict/violence, 

truth/propaganda, people/elite and solution/victory to characterise each of these two kinds of 
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journalism. According to Galtung's model, peace journalism is identifiable by its concern 

with conflict, truth, people and a solution in contrast to violence journalism 's focus on 

violence, propaganda, elite people's voices and victory in the end. 

The growth of studies on conflict reporting is predicated on the realisation that the number of 

conflicts in the world have steadily risen over the years from about 74 in 1945 to 249 in 2005 

(Hanitzsch 2007:2), and that, in spite of the pledge by the international community to never 

allow the "barbarism" of the second world war to happen again "the world has known fewer 

than 40 days during which nowhere in the world was a war fought" (Hamelink 2008:77). 

Concern here is not in the mere increase in the number of conflicts but also on the role played 

by the media in these conflicts . Others indict the media ' s coverage of conflicts in developing 

countries on the basis that "disappearances, bombings, kidnappings and state violence in 

many countries, often unreported, claim thousands of times more victims than do well­

publicised acts of anti-state and international terror" (Gerbner 1992:95). The growing 

momentum of scholarly interest in peace journalism is also against the back-drop that " in 

wartime, the media are not mere observers but are simultaneously the source of intelligence, a 

combatant, a weapon, a target, and battlefield" (Hackett 2007:48). For instance during the 

1994 Rwandan genocide, Radio-Television Libre des Mille Collines, is argued to have 

"prepared, encouraged, and supported the genocide of the Tutsi people ... " (Frere 2007 :79). 

In some instances commentators have credited the media with playing a positive role which 

has come to be known as the CNN effect following the channel' s coverage of the first gulf 

war in 1991. The CNN effect is when the media's coverage of war: 

... allegedly highlights political uncertainty and incompetence, accelerates the pace at 
which politicians must respond to crises, and creates expectations and emotions that 
may force governments, against their initial inclinations, to intervene ( or disengage) 
in conflict situations. (Hackett 2007:47) 

Lynch and McGoldrick also point out that reporting on war now constitutes a bigger 

responsibility because "modern wars are fought as much through the media as they are on the 

ground" (2005 :ix). The arguments being raised by these scholars can be summed up through 

Hamelink' s observation that: 

... although there may be doubts about the media 's peacemaking potential, it can be 
demonstrated that news media can make matters a lot worse and can certainly 
contribute to the escalation of group conflicts into mass killings. (2008:77) 
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Furthermore, the focus on peace journalism emanates from a discontent with the way 

traditional journalistic practices seem inherently to privilege war journalism (Galtung 2006:1; 

Lee 2009:258). Elements such as the commercial imperative in media operations, reliance on 

authority sources, or 'primary definers' (Hall et at. 1978), censorship, controls imposed by 

the military and a sense of nationalism and patriotism among journalists themselves, are also 

argued to drive the media into representing conflict within frames promoted by officialdom 

(Cottle 2006:83-84). Lee and Maslog also point out that "the news coverage of conflict, 

including the reporting about war is grounded in the notion of conflict as a news value" 

(2005:311). It is argued that ingredients such as "high tension", "drama" and a web of 

"complex main plots and sub-plots played out within traditional binary oppositions of 

aggressor and victim, winner and loser" make warfare "an epitome of a 'good story" (Boyd­

Barrett 2004:26; Wolfsfeld 2004: 16) as they resonate with such news values as "conflict, 

violence, deviance and drama" (Cottle 2006:76; Galtung and Ruge 1973). Boyd-Barrett also 

points out that "insatiable audience appetites for news" in times of war attract advertisers who 

in turn create commercial opportunities for the media hence the media' s preference for high 

drama and tension in conflict reporting (2004:26). According to McGoldrick and Lynch, the 

point of departure then, is to look at peace journalism as a new form of journalism which 

looks at how journalists could be part of the solution rather than part of the problem (2000:6). 

This involves thinking outside the hegemonic form of professional journalism and rethinking 

such aspects as objectivity and news sourcing. As there are many arguments both against and 

in favour of journalistic objectivity, and because journalistic objectivity directly or indirectly 

shapes media representations of social issues and events, it is necessary to expand discussion 

on this concept. 

Objectivity is one of the most enduring principles in traditional journalism (Lichtenberg 

1996:225; Schudson 1978). The range of debates on journalistic objectivity have been aptly 

captured in the observation that "some say that journalism is not objective; others that it 

cannot be objective; and still others that it should not be objective" (Lichtenberg 2000:238). 

Journalistic objectivity is understood by some as a value of fairness, an ethic of restraining 

one's biases, the idea that journalism cannot be the voice of any particular party or sect, and 

an "effort to report the facts without developing or at least without revealing an opinion about 

them" (Lynch and McGoldrick 2005:203; see also Calcutt and Hammond 2011 :99; 116). 

Journalists subject their reports to objective controls such as the careful presentation of facts, 
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reliable and varied sources, expert opinion, supporting documentation, accurate quotations, 

and a fair representation of major viewpoints (Ward 1998:122; Hanitzsch 2004:488; see also 

Tuchman 1972). Kinds of journalism which incorporate the notion of objectivity fit with 

Christians et al.'s (2009) monitorial ro le. Within this role, journalists are mainly pre-occupied 

with the task of providing what is perceived as value free information by reporting on issues 

and events as they are. This form of journalism has also been identified by Hanitzsch (2007) 

as holding a hegemonic position. 

But some scholars and advocates of peace journalism argue that objective journalism is 

problematic because "it removes any SOlt of moral content from the story and leaves only an 

empty spectacle" (Bell 1997 qtd. in McLaughlin 2002:155; Hackett 1989:1O-11). Others 

dismiss the concept of objectivity altogether arguing instead that "news is not a mirror of 

reality" but rather a "representation of the world" and that these representations are selective 

(Schudson 2003:33; Hanitzsch 2004 :488). Some also argue that "since knowledge is 

inevitably produced from within particular conceptual frameworks there can be no 

objectivity: there are only competing perspectives, none of them 'true'" (Calcutt and 

Hammond 2011 :105). The constructionist position on objectivity can be used to support 

peace journalism in the sense that it argues for value judgment to filter into news stories as a 

matter of necessity. This kind of journalism can also be characterised as interventionist within 

Hanitzsch' s model of journalistic culture (2007:373). It is a form of journalism that will not 

shy away from taking a position on controversial and moral issues. Peace journalism follows 

both an interventionist and constructionist logic because it takes an advocacy, interpretative 

approach (Hanitzsch 2007:373; Lee and Maslog 2005:311). However, there have also been 

strong arguments in favour of retaining journalistic objectivity. Calcutt and Hammond 

forcefully argue that if today' s journalism is to function as a "forum for vigorous, open and 

critical debate, it is more commitment to objectivity that IS required, not further 

deconstruction of the concept" (2011:113). They argue that an important critique of 

journalism is that which pertains to reconstruction because: 

... uncritical continuation of ' critical thinking' will add little more to the 
understanding of journalism's past, still less to the prognosis for its future; moreover, 
it can only have a corrosive effect on the academy's relationship with media and 
society. (Calcutt and Hammond 20 II :2) 
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Since peace journalism is very critical of the objectivity norm, it is argued to belong to what 

Cottle refers to as the 'corrective journalisms' in that these forms of journalism: 

.. . deliberately define and position themselves in opposition to established, traditional 
forms of journalism, challenging foundational news values, dominant agendas, 
privileged elite access and so called 'professional' journalistic practices. Their 
declared mission, based on critiques of actually existing media, is to redress the 
perceived deficiencies and distortions of mainstream news representations and better 
align journalism, inter alia, to projects of social responsibility, economic 
development, political participation and cultural democracy. (2006:100) 

However, criticisms or debates on the efficacy of peace journalism revolve around the 

structure and agency problematic. Even in the face of arguments favouring peace journalism, 

other scholars question the novelty of this kind of journalism in the first instance arguing 

instead that: 

... what is needed is the broadening and deepening of war and conflict reporting, not 
its universal replacement by an idealised view of the world as it should be, nor one 
that is representationally engineered to conform to a particular view of the 'peaceful 
society' . (Cottle 2006:103) 

Cottle's (2006) argument for a "broadening and deepening" of the traditional model, or 

professional journalism, is preferred here in spite of arguments that objectivity and news 

values such as conflict, timeliness and negativity privilege violence journalism (Lee 

2009:268). 

The Structure and Agency Problematic: A Critique of Peace Journalism 

The first problem with the conception of peace journalism promoted by Galtung, Lynch and 

McGoldrick is that "it tends to overestimate the influence journalists and the media have on 

political decisions" while at the same time treating the audience as a passive mass waiting to 

be enlightened by peace journalists (Hanitzsch 2007:1). The criticisms are predicated on the 

observation that the practice of peace journalism is not "a matter of individual leeway, and 

media structures and professional routines cannot be modified from the position of the 

individual journalist" (Hanitzsch 2007:1). Instead peace journalism should be promoted 

keeping in mind that journalists always operate in structured organizational and institutional 

environments that exert certain pressures on them (Tehranian 2002:75; Gurevitch and 

Blumler 1990:28-30; Shoemaker and Reese 1996). However, some argue that structural 

constraints should not be seen as completely determining because "journalism operates 

within a nexus of sometimes contradictory forces that may allow a scope for agency and 
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alternative practices, including those of peace journalism" (Hackett 2007 :51). To appreciate 

the forces that have a bearing on the working environment of a journalist, Hackett (2007) 

uses Herman and Chomsky's propaganda model, Shoemaker and Reese's hierarchy of 

influences model and Bourdieu's conception of the media as a relatively autonomous 

institutional sphere articulating with relations of power, knowledge and production. Helman 

and Chomsky's propaganda model "traces the routes by which money and power are ab le to 

filter out the news fit to print, marginalise dissent, and allow the government and dominant 

private interests to get their messages across to the public" (1988:2). Hackett also notes that 

Herman and Chomsky's findings on news content resonate with the characteristic·s of war 

journalism especially in the portrayal "of 'our' side as moral and righteous and ' them ' as evil 

and aggressive" (2007:50). He also uses the hierarchy of influences model (Shoemaker and 

Reese 1996) to show the multi-level nature of factors influencing the practice of journalism. 

The model highlights the media workers' daily work routines in the newsroom that structure 

journalists output independently of their personal backgrounds and values, the broader 

organisational imperatives of media institutions, extra media influences such as sources and 

advel1ising as well as the ideological and cultural context within which journalists practise, as 

the levels through which media content is shaped (Hackett 2007:50-51). 

However, he also uses Bourdieu's field theory to explain the degree of autonomy, and 

potential for agency in journalistic practice. Bourdieu 's field theory posits that regardless of 

the power dynamics among fields, these fields possess some autonomy from external 

pressures (Benson 2006:188). For Bourdieu (1998a:39), "a field ... obeys its own laws" and 

thus what happens in it "cannot be understood by looking only at external factors" (qtd. in 

Benson 2006:188) but also what happens from within those fields . Giddens also argues that 

while structures shape individual actions, individuals also, "routinely and for the most part 

without fuss - maintain a theoretical understanding of the grounds of their activity" (1984 :5) . 

He seems to thrust upon individual action significant levels of agency when he argues that 

such agency "concerns events of which an individual is the perpetrator, in the sense that the 

individual could, at any phase in a given sequence of conduct, have acted differently" 

(Giddens 1984:9). However, he also points to the symbiosis between individual agency and 

social structuring properties when he points out that: 

... while the continued existence of large collectives or societies evidently does not 
depend upon the activities of any particular individual, such collectivities or societies 
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manifestly would cease to be if all the agents involved disappeared. (Giddens 
1984:25) 

Thus, it can be argued, human behaviour is not determined by structures alone but human 

agency also enables individuals to make choices. In the final analysis therefore, it can be 

argued that the efficacy and feasibility of peace journalism cannot be considered outside the 

concerns already raised by various approaches to the study of journalism, including media 

sociology, political economy and cultural studies. 

Some scholars such as Hanitzsch (2007:3), criticise a "journalism of attachment" promoted 

by advocates of peace journalism. For him, the problem lies in that "journalists presume the 

power to identify victims and perpetrators" (Hanitzsch 2007:3). He uses the example of 

prisoners that were, and may still be held by the American government at Guantanarno Bay, 

to question the way perpetrators and victims are labelled (Hanitzsch 2007:3) .' Hanitzsch's 

concern is the relative nature of defining who victims and perpetrators of violence are in any 

situation. However, if one is to consider the peace joumalism premise that the ultimate goal is 

to reach a compromise between two foes (Lynch and McGoldrick 2005), then 

dichotomisation between victims and perpetrators may not pose a problem to practitioners of 

peace joumalism as it is precisely its role to identify participants in conflict as a foundation 

upon which to build a constructive conversation (Lee 2009:262). Hanitzsch also criticises 

peace journalism 's criticism of war journalism as a distortion of reality. He points out instead 

that: 

... every representation is biased, and any correspondence between the objective 
reality and its representation(s) is hardly possible. (Hanitzsch 2007:5) 

His criticism implies that peace journalism, as a positioned journalistic practice constructs its 

own perception of reality in much the same way as violence journalism. The other criticism 

of peace journalism targets its positioning of the audience as passive. According to 

Hanitzsch, audiences are not always predisposed to preference for peace journalism and 

peace. On this note he advises that peace journalism must instead "look at fragmented and 

active audiences instead of a passive mass that needs to be enlightened by virtue of right and 

proper reporting" (2007:6). Cottle also argues in the same vein that in spite of: 

j In view of the questionable interrogation techniques used by the US army against prisoners stationed at 
Guantanamo, it became unclear as to who was the "perpetrator" and who was not between the mostly Muslim 
prisoners and their American captors. They were imprisoned in the post 9/ 11 era at the height of the "War on 
Terror", 
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· .. peace journalism ' s laudable aims to give voice to the voiceless, hear the cries of the 
suffering and witness the human carnage wrought by war and other violent conflicts, 
images of human suffering ... cannot be presumed to transcend the interests and 
ideologies of viewers and readers. (2006:103) 

Hanitszch (2007) also notes that not all conflicts are amenable to peace journalism. He gives 

an example of the Christian and Muslim conflict in Indonesia's province of Maluku in 1999 

where Christian journalists could not report fairly about Muslims inasmuch as Muslims could 

not report fairly about Christians as this could threaten the lives of those journalists. 

Again in agreement with Hanitzsch, Cottle also argues that: 

... peaceful so lutions' are not always availab le and nor are they necessaril y always the 
least bloody means of dealing with oppressive states and regimes. If this is so, the 
news media cannot universally be charged with the responsibility of 
representationally portraying all conflicts as if they are amenable to peaceful 
solutions. (2006: 104) 

This study shares Cottle' s position that instead of criticising mainstream professional 

journalism, what is needed is to identify, opportunities for the realisation of peace journalism 

through an expansion of "the range of views and voices, values and visions found in the news 

media", elements which are required for peaceful existence (2006 :104). 

Conclusion 

This chapter has argued that different types of journalism, their relation to power centres and 

roles assumed by the news media, shape the way such media represent social issues 

especially in conflictual situations. It demonstrated the diversity of journalistic practice using 

Hanitzsch's (2007) conception of journalism culture. It has also shown that types of 

journalism can be matched with certain roles (Christians e/ al. 2009) and in (urn that a 

combination of the two , shapes the manner in which the news media covers issues and 

events. An attempt was also made to locate peace journalism within this framework from 

both a normative perspective and in actually existing journalism practice. The chapter also 

argues that in spite of peace journalism 's normative critique of mainstream media, an ideal 

method of covering non-violent and violent conflict may not reside in departing from 

professional joumalism but in improving it. In the next chapter, I outline the research design 

used for this research. 
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Chapter 3 

Methodology and Methods 

Introduction 

This study analyses how and why The Chronicle constructed the Gulcurahundi conflict which 

took place in the Zimbabwean provinces of Matabeleland North, Matabeleland South and the 

Midlands between 1983 and 1986, in particular ways. It investigates the sorts of stories that 

The Chronicle told about the dissidents, the 5th Brigade and unity; and how they came to be 

told the way they were 6 The study is located within the qualitative epistemic understanding 

of research because of its constructionist positioning. Constructionism is rooted in the belief 

that "social phenomena are discursively constituted" and therefore, seeks to demonstrate 

"how things come to be as they are, that they could be different, and thereby that they can be 

changed" (Hammersley 2008:110). The focus here "is not on the methods through which 

social phenomena are constituted ... but the constructed character of particular social 

phenomena that is highlighted" (Hammersley 2008 : liS). I will start with a brief discussion 

on two of the main methodological positions in research before narrowing to a discussion on 

the major issues in qualitative research which include sampling, generalisability, validity and 

reliability. Lastly I will discuss the methods of analysis before concluding the chapter. 

Methodological Considerations 

Generally speaking, the field of research operates within and between two mam 

epistemological positions, that is the interpretive and the positivist traditions. The positivist 

approach is expressed through the quantitative research paradigm while the interpretive 

approach finds expression in qualitative research approaches. The positivist tradition is 

founded on the premise that the primary source of knowledge is in experience and 

observation, an adherence to a model of objectivity associated with natural sciences and 

subscription to a Humean conception of causality, seen as something that we infer from 

6It is important to examine how these stories were told because labels such as dissidents, unity and the way the 
role of the 5th Brigade was told, are not innocent but products of discursive practices (See Arno 1984; 
Fairclough 2003; Alexander and McGregor 2003; Meredith 2003; Eppel 2004; Phimister 2008). However, 
focusing on archival material alone is not enough to capture the complexity, continuous and ever changing 
constructions of the Gukurahundi as a subject topic. The Gukurahundi narrative as an unresolved social issue 
continues to gain more constructions and qualitative interpretations, some of them influenced by leading 
journalists of the time who worked and operated within the regions of Matabeleland and Midlands. The study 
therefore, could have also benefitted more from an institutional analysis of The Chronicle and interviews with 
current and former journalists who worked for the newspaper at the time. 
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looking at the repeated co-occurrence or co-variation between observable variables (Babbie 

and Mouton 2001 :27). Central to quantitative researchers also is their view that time and 

context-free generalisations are desirable and possible and that real causes of social scientific 

outcomes can be determined reliably and validly (Johnson and Onwuegbuzie 2004:14). One 

of the main philosophical foundations of positivism is that " investigating the socia l and 

cultural world is no different, in principle, to investigating the natural world, and that the 

same basic procedures apply to both" (Deacon et al. 2007:3). It is this foundation with which 

the interpretive tradition, the framework for my research, differs. While positivism 

emphasises the similarities between the object of the natural and social sciences, the 

phenomenological tradition emphasises the differences between them (Babbie and Mouton 

2001 :28). This emphasis on differences permeates research designs within qualitative studies. 

Qualitative Research 

The interpretive tradition does not concern itself with establishing causal relations "but with 

exploring the ways that people make sense of their social worlds and how they express these 

understandings through language, sound, imagery, personal style and social rituals" (Deacon 

et al. 2007:5). Qualitative purists advocate the superiority of constructivism, idealism, 

relativism, humanism, henneneutics and sometimes postrnodernism (Deacon et al. 2007:6). 

For qualitative purists, mUltiple realities abound and therefore "time and context free 

generalisations are neither desirable nor possible" (Johnson and Onwuegbuzie 2004:14). 

However, those that do not subscribe to such purism argue for forms of generalisation that are 

appropriate to qualitative studies (Babbie and Mouton 2001; Lewis and Ritchie 2003:263-

286). Data gathering methods most associated with qualitative research are participant 

observation, unstructured interviews and focus groups. Documents, as is the case with this 

research, are also a major source of data (Merriam 2002: 13). According to Merriam, the 

strength of documents as a data source lies with the fact that they already exist in a situation 

and do not intrude upon or alter the setting in ways that the presence of an investigator might 

(2002:13). Qualitative research is conducted in the natural setting of social actors, emphasises 

the actors' perspective, and is aimed at in-depth descriptions and understandings of actions 

and events. It is also concerned to understand social action in context, following an inductive 

research process which seeks to generate new hypotheses and theories with the researcher as 

the main instrument in the research process (Babbie and Mouton 2001 :270). 
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Arguing against the reification of objectivity by quantitative researchers, interpretive 

researchers note that research can never be value free and that "it is impossible to 

differentiate fully causes and effects, that logic flows from specific to general and that 

knower and known cannot be separated because the SUbjective knower is the only source of 

reality" (Johnson and Onwuegbuzie 2004 :1 4; see also Guba 1990). They also argue against 

the insistence by positivists on the existence of social facts in the world "waiting to be 

uncovered by the correct methodological procedures in their rational application" (Deacon et 

al. 2007:6). In contrast to this positivist understanding, "interpretive researchers insist that all 

social knowledge is co-produced out of the mUltiple encounters, conversations and arguments 

they have with the people they are studying" (Deacon et at. 2007:6). 

Qualitative research has many strengths: its data is based on the participants ' own categories 

of meaning; it is useful for studying a limited number of cases in-depth and describing 

complex phenomena; it provides an understanding of people's personal experiences of 

phenomena, it describes in rich detail, phenomena as they are situated and embedded in local 

contexts (Johnson and Onwuegbuzie 2004). Furthermore, it is noted that the researcher 

identifies contextual and setting factors as they relate to the phenomena of interest. 

Qualitative approaches are also responsive to local situations, conditions and stakeholders' 

needs (Johnson and Onwuegbuzie 2004). It is within this broad epistemic positioning that the 

design for this study was constructed. 

Data Selection 

Purposive Sampling 

Qualitative studies generally use non probability sampling techniques, that is, techniques 

which do not intend to constitute statistically representative samples, but instead use the 

characteristics of the popnlation as the basis for selection (Ritchie et at. 2003 :78; Silverman 

2010:141). This kind of sampling is purpose driven and such purposes may range from a need 

to "ensure that all key constituencies of relevance to a subject matter are covered", to 

ensuring some diversity in the sample "so that the impact of the characteristics concerned can 

be explored" (Ritchie et al. 2003:79). Decisions about the criteria used or to be used in 

purposive sampling are made early in the research and are mainly informed by "the principal 

aims of the study, existing knowledge or theories about the field of study, hypotheses that the 

research may want to explore or gaps in knowledge about the study population" (Ritchie et 
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al. 2003 :80). However, purposive sampling should also be done in as systematic a way as 

possible, in the process establishing the grounds of trus selection (Silverman 2010:141). 

Below is an account of how I arrived at the final sample of articles on which discourse 

analysis was conducted, using purposive sampling techniques. 

The Chronicle has been publishing and archiving its issues since 1894. The period under 

study falls between 1983 and1986, and consists of about 1152 issues. This volume of data 

presented me with various challenges. Choices about what to exclude and include for analysis 

had to be made keeping in mind the credibility and feasibility of the research. Stories that did 

not report directly on the Gukurahundi conflict were excluded from the outset.7 Nevertheless, 

such stories, it can be surmised, were a form of framing by omission; that is, by simply 

ignoring the conflict, The Chronicle excluded it from the discursive field . Such exclusion can 

be argued to have been part of a deliberate process of framing the conflict by the newspaper. 

My fITst act of data selection was to focus on two major components of any newspaper, the 

front and editorial pages. The front page holds some significance for the study because it 

reflects on "the editorial instincts of newspaper ownership and staff, and also attempts to 

meet the needs and desires of readers and ultimately society" (Weldon 2008:2). The front 

page also sets the tone oftbe rest of the paper (Armstrong 1926:17; Weldon 2008:6). Weldon 

further characterises the front page as a "showcase", as "prime editorial real estate" because it 

lobbies, gives the fITst impression, announces the personality, news values and writing styles 

of the paper's leaders (2008:30). In this study therefore, the front page of The Chronicle is 

assumed, on the basis of the above, to reflect on the paper's framing of the Gukurahundi 

conflict. 

Also chosen for scrutiny is the editorial page because it is the "newspaper's institutional 

voice (Stonecipher 1979:41). The importance of an editorial lies in the fact that it seeks to 

persuade and convince readers of the merits of a position "advocated by logical force" and 

emotion by a particular newspaper (Stonecipher 1979:50). Some scholars argue that the 

editorial creates a "distinctive voice for the newspaper that is otherwise buried under the 

conventions of objective journalism" (Fowler 1991 :209), and that it is the measure of a 

7 While some may argue that stories which did not report on the conflict, also communicated ideological or 

political positions as much as those that overtly referred to the conflict, I felt that such stories fell outside the 
scope of this study, which seeks to analyse the actual coverage of the conflict. 
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"newspaper's position on political and social questions" (Wahl-Jorgensen 2008:70). From 

this it can be argued that the front page and the editorial page represent the definitive position 

of a newspaper on any issue. 

While the front page is tmditionally expected to feature hard news stories which are devoid of 

opinion (Weldon 2008:4), the editorial page is seen as the bearer of the opinions of the 

publishers, editorial policy or as representing the opinions of the senior editorial team 

(Stonecipher 1979:38; Weldon 2008:2). In fact, Stonecipher argues that, "the editorial which 

attempts to persuade, which attempts to influence, or which attempts to convert a reader to 

the point of view being expounded is the type dear to the editorialist's heart" (1979:45). 

Therefore for a newspaper to maintain a modicum of credibility, some argue, it must separate 

its factual content from opinion (Rystrom 1983:112; Schudson 1978:6). However, this ideal 

may be stretched to the limit in cases involving government-owned newspapers such as The 

Chronicle. 

A preliminary reading of the headlines and lead paragraphs of front page stories and 

editorials of The Chronicle from 1983 to 1986 was conducted in order to draw a sample for 

discourse analysis. It was conducted with the understanding that headlines are important 

because they summarise the gist of individual stories (Rafferty 2008 :226), or the most 

important topic of the news item (van Dijk 1985:69). They enable readers to figure out what 

the story is about. Headlines thus tell a story in the form of a highly contracted precis. The 

lead, on the other hand, summarises the entire stOlY, giving readers clues about whether they 

should read the rest of the story or not (Fedler 1984:77). A lead which summarises the whole 

story is especially common in hard news stories that use the inverted pyramid story structure 

which puts the most newsworthy information at the top with the rest following in order of 

diminishing importance (Scanlan 2000:153). For these reasons therefore, the headline and the 

story lead, provide the essence of a story and can therefore be used to assess the stories. This 

reading was conducted to tease out the most common themes as a second step in the sampling 

process. 

Themes were chosen as a criterion of selection mainly because this study will largely focus 

on thematic structures in analysing the way The Chronicle covered the Gukurahundi conflict. 

They were also chosen because they "organise information from discourse at a rather high 

level of memory" and can be recalled much more readily (van Dijk 2007:386). Themes have 
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often been variously defined in tenns of thematic analysis and not explicitly as a distinct 

concept (DeSantis and Ugarriza 2000:353). They have also been defined by others in cultural 

tenns (Spradley 1979: 186-187). The definition that is preferred in this research 

conceptualises a theme as a "position declared or implied, and usually controlling behaviour 

or stimulating activity, which is tacitly approved or openly promoted in a society" (Opler 

1945:198). This definition implies that themes are a product of and can motivate social 

action, hence their importance to discourse analysis. The preliminary reading of the headlines 

and story leads revealed the following thematic trends around the Gukurahundi conflict: a 

concern with the "dissidents", the "5th Brigade", "Unity", the "Army" and with stories that 

touched on security from within and without the borders of Zimbabwe. Stories that reported 

on general security issues focused on the rising tensions in South Afiica and the MNR bandit 

situation in Mozambique and were therefore considered to be of peripheral importance, thus 

outside the scope of this study. Furthennore, stories that focused on the anny in general were 

also excluded on the premise that the actions of a small unit of the anny, the 5th Brigade, 

which reported directly to the then Prime Minister during the Gukurahundi conflict, were and 

remain a source of much contention (EppeI2004:47; CCJP 1999). This study only focuses on 

those stories bordering on themes which emerged as interlinked and were the most significant 

numerically. These themes include the "Dissidents", "the 5th "Brigade", and "Unity". It can 

be noted that the 5th Brigade received significantly low coverage and yet is included in the set 

of themes under focus. The reason is that the 5th Brigade is associated with the death of 

approximately 20000 civilians in the provinces of Mat abele land, an issue which continues to 

be a source of tension between the minority Ndebele and the majority Shona ethnic groups 

(see Muzondidya and Ndlovu-Gatsheni 2007; Masunungure 2006). The themes around the 

"dissidents", the "5th Brigade", and "unity" are also so intertwined that Ignormg one may 

present an incomplete picture of the current political situation. 
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Fig.3 A summary of the thematic distribution of front page stories and editorials of The Chronicle 
from 1983-1986 (inclusively) 

Theme Front Page Editorial 

Dissident issue 259 80 

5'n Brigade 24 8 

Unity 49 41 

Army 14 3 

Security situation 48 17 

Even after streamlining the sample to just the front and editorial pages, the number of articles 

remained significantly large for a qualitative study. I thus decided to select long stories 

because they give explanations. A story is one which contains more than six paragraphs 

(Harrower 2007:46). Long stories result from a journalist's attempt to answer the 'who, what, 

where, when, why, how and the so what' questions about an issue or event (Scanlan 

2000: 119-121 ; Fedler 1984: 115). They also allow journalists "time and effort to investigate 

an issue or event more fully and thoughtfully, and to go beyond reporting of facts into 

providing analysis" (Lee 2009:265) . As Harrower argues, "good journalism reports the news" 

while "great journalism explains it" especially by answering, in their stories, the questions, 

'why' and 'why should we care" (2007:37)? Some scho lars also point out that while a hard 

news story is summarised in the lead, journalists normally place the story's most important 

details in the second paragraph, with the rest of the paragraphs presenting "names, 

descriptions, quotations, conflicting view points, explanations, background data" (Fedler 

1984:115). The subsequent details that Fedler points out as residing in the rest of the story are 

important because it is through them that connections with the social context can be made. 

That connection is also important because understanding the nature of communication is not 

"just some secondary matter at one remove from 'real life ' ", but as Williams argues, " it is 

impossible to discuss communication or culture in our society without in the end coming to 

discuss power" (Williams 1961 qtd. in Eldridge and Eldridge 1994 :98). Therefore, the 

significance of long stories is that through the provision of "context, background and 

analysis" they let readers understand why they should care about the news (Scanlan 2000:21). 
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Furthermore, the connection with context is important because "news cannot be studied or 

fairly judged apart from its environment because like all institutions, it is caught in the 

complex of our actual state of civilisation" (Ogden 1912:322; Preston 2009:111). At this 

stage of selection there were 169 long stories, which remained too many for a qualitative 

discourse analysis. I then excluded those whose copy was not complete, leaving 48.8 

From the thematic distribution patterns (see table below) between 1983 and 1986, it was 

apparent that in 1983 the dissident issue was the most notable, with little reportage on unity 

and the 5th Brigade, comparatively speaking. The 5th Brigade was deployed on 26 January 

1983 (Auret 2009). The 5th Brigade received the highest amount of coverage in 1984. In 

1985, an election year, reportage on dissidents and the 5 th Brigade fell from their 1984 levels, 

while coverage of unity doubled its 1984 level. The 5th Brigade was finally withdrawn 

towards the end of 1986. While there is a marginal drop in reportage on dissidents and the 5 th 

Brigade in comparison to the previous year, 1986 recorded the highest number of articles 

reporting on unity. The editorial also followed the same patterns reflected by the front page 

(see Fig 4, for a detailed picture, see Appendix A). 

Fig. 4 The following table shows distribution patterns of key themes on the front page stories and 
editorials between 1983 and 1986. 

Front Page Editorial Page 

Year Dissidents 5" Brigade Unity Dissidents 5" Brigade Unity 

1983 118 9 10 35 3 10 

1984 56 12 5 20 5 8 

1985 44 2 16 17 9 

1986 41 I 18 8 14 

8 I excluded those whose copy was not complete either because the story overflowed to another page, or had 
been cut due to error in the process of making copies as well as those whose content repeated those stories that 
had been published earlier. 
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Fig.S Front Page Thematic Distribution Trends between 1983 and 1986 
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At this stage, I decided to exclude editorials and focus on the front page because the front 

page is supposed to carry stories that are devoid of opinion and are presumably objective9 

This is particularly important in a government owned newspaper as readers are arguably 

more wary and less trusting of views in the editorial columns (Hampton 2008:482-483). It is 

therefore logical to focus on hard news stories because they are assumed to be trustworthy. 

However, some scholars argue that news items are always value laden although such values 

are "rarely explicit and must be found between the lines - in what actors and activities are 

reported or ignored, and in how they are described" (Gans 1980:39-40). Through their chosen 

angles, news stories point to what is desirable and implicitly at the same time to what is 

undesirable (Gans 1980:40). Focusing on the front page will make explicit what is hidden in 

the news. 

Final Sample Thematic Distribution 

The table and graph above (Fig 5) shows that dissidents received their highest coverage in 

1983, the 5th Brigade in 1984 and unity in 1986. My choice of the final sample was guided by 

9 For argwnents on journalistic objectivity (see Tuchman 1972; Lichtenberg 2000; Schudson 2000; Schudson 
1978). 
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these repoltage patterns since purposively constituted samples are selected for their potential 

to enable "detailed exp loration and understanding of the central themes and puzzles which 

the researcher wishes to study" (Ritchie et al. 2003 :78). By focusing on those moments 

during which particular themes received the highest coverage, it is expected that deeper and 

nuanced analysis can be achieved because it is during these periods that such themes were 

either emphasised or fully developed. The differences and similarities in the patterns of 

coverage of these themes across the four years, is also expected to reveal their linkages. Such 

linkages will show the relationships between the nature of coverage and the politics of the 

day. 

Stories in the fmal sample were chosen because of their length for reasons argued above, their 

relevance to the concerns of this research, and because these stories were published at a time 

when there was high focus on the respective themes under study. 

Fig.6. Final Sample 

Year Dissidents stn Brigade Unity 

1983 3 

1984 3 

1985 

1986 3 

Generalisabilitv in Qualitative Research 

Generalisation refers to the extent to which findings in qualitative research or an account of a 

particular situation or population can be extended to other popUlations, times or settings 

(Lewis and Ritchie 2003:264; Maxwell 2002:52). Others refer to generalisation as 

'transferability' (Linco ln and Guba 1985; Babbie and Mouton 2001 :276) or ' external 

validity' (Lewis and Ritchie 2003:273). While some scho lars posit that generalisation is not 

desirable in qualitative research (Johnson and Onwuegbuzie 2004:14; Babbie and Mouton 

2001 :274; Maxwell 2002:52) because of the approach's "focus on the uniqueness of the cases 

they investigate" (Hammersley 2008 :36), others argue that it is important to consider whether 
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research findings from a chosen sample can be relevant beyond the sample and context of 

research itself (Lewis and Ritchie 2003:263). The value of considering generalisation also 

lies in the fact that it enables the achievement ofprediction (Lewis and Ritchie 2003:267). 

I proceed on the premise that generalisability is a necessary and desirable component of 

qualitative research (Hammersley 2008). Lewis and Ritchie proffer a three-pronged typology 

of qualitative generalisation which includes representational, inferential and theoretical 

generalisation (2003:264). This research seeks to achieve inferential generalisation, wherein, 

the issue under study is generalised "from the context of the research study itself to other 

settings or contexts" (Lewis and Ritchie 2003:266). However, Lincoln and Guba caution that 

such inferences or transferability depends on "congruence between the 'sending context' 

within which the research is conducted, and the ' receiving context' to which it is to be 

applied" (Lewis and Ritchie 2003: 268; Lincoln and Guba 1985) . This is achievable in this 

research because the study is being conducted within a single and relatively stable 

geographical, social and political context, wherein inferences will be drawn from the period 

under study (1983-1986), to explain contemporary political trends outlined in chapter one. 

Providing further comment on the utility of generalisation in qualitative research, Becker also 

posits that: 

... generalisation in qualitative research usually takes place through the development 
of a theory that not only makes sense of the particular persons or situations studied, 
but also shows how the same process, in different situations, can lead to different 
results. (1990:240) 

It is with this goal in mind that I proceeded with the study. In this case, I am concerned with 

understanding how elements of the Gukurahundi conflict were covered by The Chronicle 

then, as a basis upon which tensions in the contemporary political setup in Zimbabwe can be 

understood. Generalisation is inextricably linked to (wo other concepts in social research 

which are reliability and validity. 

Validity 

Validity is a crucial component of social research as it bestows legitimacy and credibility on 

the findings of a qualitative study (Maxwell 2002:37). It can be defined as pertaining to a 

"relationship between an account and something outside of that account, whether this 

something is construed as objective reality, the construction of actors, or a variety of other 

poss ible interpretations" (Maxwell 2002:41). It can also be understood to refer to the 
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"correctness or precision of a research reading" (Lewis and Ritchie 2003:273). Therefore a 

study can be said to be valid if " it represents accurately those features of the phenomena that 

it is intended to describe, explain or theorise" (Hammersley 1992:69; Lewis and Ritchie 

2003:273). Qualitative studies which consistently fail to demonstrate validity will likely be 

counted as unreliable (Maxwell 2002:37). Validity and more specifically external validity, 

which is concerned with the extent to which findings of a study are applicable to other groups 

within the population (LeCompte and Goetz 1982) or to other contexts or settings (Lincoln 

and Guba 1985; Lewis and Ritchie 2003:273) is important because it is also linked to the 

ability to generalise (Lewis and Ritchie 2003:273). 

Validity in qualitative research should be understood within the broader constructivist 

interpretation of reality. Whereas in quantitative studies the premise is that there is an 

objective reality (Johnson and Onwuegbuzie 2004:14), and an absolute truth to be discovered 

(Kvale 1996:239), in qualitative research there is an acknowledgement that "there are 

mUltiple ways of knowing" as well as multiple truths (Kvale 1996 :231). Therefore in 

qualitative studies: 

... the quest for absolute, certain knowledge is replaced by a conception of defensible 
knowledge claims. Validation becomes the issue of choosing among competing 
falsifiable interpretations, of examining and providing arguments for the relative 
credibility of alternative knowledge claims. (Kvale 1996:240; see also Polkinghorne 
1983) 

Kvale proposes three main categories of qualitative validity and these include validity as a 

quality of craftsmanship, communicative validity and pragmatic validity (1996:241-252). 

Validity which is achieved through high quality craftsmanship consists of defensible 

knowledge claims, rigorous checking for bias, asking questions such as 'what' and 'why' 

ahead of 'how' and using a theoretical conception of what is being investigated to check if a 

method is investigating what it intends to investigate (Kvale 1996:241 -244). Communicative 

validity on the other hand involves the constitution of valid knowledge through dialogical 

argument (Kvale 1996:245-247). Finally, pragmatic validation refers to a check on "whether 

a knowledge statement is accompanied by action or whether it instigates changes of action" 

(Kvale 1996:248) . In this research, an attempt is made to accurately establish the relationship 

between the constructions in The Chronicle and the political context at the time of the 

Gukurahundi conflict in ways that help to understand contemporary political tensions in 

Zimbabwe. This has been achieved by explicitly outlining procedures followed to arrive at 
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the sample and the methods of analysis used to arrive at particular inferences outlined in 

Chapters 4 and 5. As Hammersley argues" ... what is often stressed is the requirement that the 

process of inquiry follows an explicit set of procedures that are replicable by others" 

(Hammersley 2008:46). 

Reliability 

Reliability refers to the replicability of research findings in separate studies using the same or 

similar methods (Lewis and Ritchie 2003:270). However, it is understood differently by 

people who differ in their epistemological and ontological understanding of the social. Some 

authors "talk about the 'confirmability' of findings. Others talk in similar vein about the 

' trustworthiness' (Glaser and Strauss 1967), the ' consistency' (Hammersley 1992 ; Robson 

. 2002) or the 'dependability' (Lincoln and Guba 1985) of the evidence" (Lewis and Ritchie 

2003:270-271). However, the extent to which replicability can occur in qualitative research 

is questionable and therefore often avoided (Lewis and Ritchie 2003 :270). This is because in 

the constructionist understanding of social life, there is no single reality to be captured. 

Instead, qualitative researchers have adopted terms and concepts such as those given above 

which are seen as having "a resonance with the goals and values of qualitative research" 

(Lewis and Ritchie 2003 :270). 

Lewis and Ritchie propose ways of achieving reliability in qualitative research as having "a 

clear understanding of what features of qualitative data might be expected to be consistent, 

dependable or replicable", and also considering "whether the constructions placed on the data 

by the researcher have been consistently and rigorously derived" (2003 :271). Reliability is 

important in qualitative research as well because it is the ' sturdiness ' of a finding beyond the 

study sample which links it (reliability) to questions surrounding generalisation which in this 

case is sought at a historical level. Lewis and Ritchie suggest that reliability can be achieved 

in qualitative studies through thorough " internal checks on the quality of the data and its 

interpretation" as well as through the researcher's provision of "information about the 

research process" (2003 :272). To a larger extent, a comprehensive outline of how I arrived at 

the operational sample has been given to allow for checks on the process, which in itself, 

speaks to the idea of building "defensible knowledge claims" (Kvale 1996:240, see also 

Po1kinghorne 1983). 
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Discourse Analysis 

For analytical tools I draw on the concept of framing as a framework for mapping patterns 

that show how the media reports conflictual situations. Framing is understood within the 

broader Foucauldian theorisation of discourse. Foucault' s work has had a wide influence on 

the development of various theories that can be grouped as discourse theory (see Mills 2004). 

These theories share a common aim of carrying out critical research to "investigate and 

analyse power relations in society and to formulate normative perspectives from which a 

critique of such relations can be made with an eye on the possibilities of change" (Phillips 

and Jorgensen 2002:2). Various strands within discourse theory fall within the constnictionist 

approach which is premised on the idea that physical things and actions "only take on 

meaning and become objects of knowledge within discourse" (Hall 1997:45). Foucault 

defined discourse as "a group of statements which provide a language of talking about - a 

way of representing the knowledge about a particular topic at a particular historical moment" 

(Hall 1997:44). His conception of discourse is more concerned with the analysis of 

knowledge, power and truth, than it is with meaning. He was concerned with showing how 

representation as a source for the production of social knowledge in a more open system is 

connected with social practices and questions of power (Hall 1997 :42). For Foucault, "the 

most important structure of discourse is less its constituent parts but rather the function of 

exclusion" (Mills 2004:50). Therefore, important here, is an understanding of ways through 

which the media shape people ' s knowledge through processes of inclusion and exclusion. 

Mills also defines discourse as "sets of sanctioned statements which have some 

institutionalised force, which means that they have a profound influence on the way that 

individuals act and think" (2004:55). A functionalist understanding of discourse on the other 

hand "assumes that language is used to mean something and to do something and that this 

'meaning' and 'doing' are linked to the context of its usage" (Richardson 2007:24). 

FurthelIDore, discourses are historical and thus "can only be understood in relation to their 

context" (Richardson 2007:27). Thus concern with framing in the media, not least in 

situations of conflict, is premised on appreciating that discourse " is both constituted by, and 

ensures the reproduction of, the social system, through forms of selection, exclusion and 

domination" (Hook 2007:101 ; see also Young 1981). Foucault referred to external systems of 

exclusion which include "prohibition . .. the discourse of those who are considered insane and 

therefore not rational ... and the division between knowledge which is perceived to be true 
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and that which is considered to be false" (Mills 2004:58-59) . This Foucauldian understanding 

of systems of exclusion can be used to analyse and interpret the way news media construct 

frames that present other socio-political positions or issues favourably and others in ways that 

encourage their condemnation. Framing theory thus helps in understanding how a social and 

political context within which the media operate, frames and structures the language used by 

the media. In studying The Chronicle's coverage of the Gukurahundi conf1ict, the political 

work performed by discourses will be analysed in the context that: 

. . . language is used to mean things and to do things that relate not only to the 
immediate context of speaker-text-audience but also to the wider socio-political, 
cultural and historical contexts which bound the communicative act. (Richardson 
2007:25) 

The point of departure therefore is the appreciation that "the discursive is a socially 

constructed reality . . . " (Mills 2004:45). Following on this, Foucault asserts that: 

... discourse causes a narrowing of one' s field of vision, to exclude a wide range of 
phenomena from being considered as real or as worthy of attention, or even as 
existing; thus, delimiting a field is the flIst stage in establishing a set of discursive 
practices. (qtd. in Mills 2004:46) 

One of the many ways in which the media work to narrow and exclude a wide range of 

phenomena from being considered as worthy of attention is through framing. This study will 

use framing as a method of analysing whether The Chronicle's coverage of Gukurahundi 

falls within the tenets of peace journalism or war journalism. Before outlining this method 

and how it is used in this study, some deconstructive work on the concept of framing will be 

attempted next. 

Framing 

The Construction of News 

For us to appreciate the active role of news in framing socio-cultural knowledge, it is 

necessary to recognise that news is not something tangible out there that good journalists 

know when they see it, but news exists "because journalists apply mutually agreed on work 

procedures to observe, interpret and represent occurrences in society" (Berkowitz I 997:xi) . 

Berkowitz also asserts that we should discard the idea that news naturally contains values 

making some occurrences newsworthy and other occurrences not so, and instead consider 

that "values are human constructions that have evolved through an informal consensus among 
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journalists and others over time" (1997 :xi). In other words stories in themselves do not 

contain intrinsic news values but are defmed as such by journalistic practice. Lastly, the claim 

to objectivity by journalists which suggests that what they write is not a product of personal 

inclinations and beliefs should be taken into consideration, for news can never be value free 

since "social values are embedded in everyday activities and the ways that people manage 

them" (Berkowitz 1997 :xii). 

News framing is one way through which news media construct reality. Framing can be 

defined as a process of selecting "some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more 

salient in a communicating text in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, 

causal interpretation, moral evaluation and/or treatment recommendation for the item 

described" (Entman 1993:52). Others also understand a frame as "the central organising idea 

for news content that supplies a context and suggests what the issue is through the use of 

selection, emphasis, exclusion and elaboration" (Tankard et al. 1991 qtd . in Lee and Maslog 

2005:313). The frames journalists use are "an invitation or an incentive to read a news story 

in a particular way" (Van Gorp 2007:63). Van Gorp 's insight points to an active process of 

persuasion in news reporting. This dimension of news reporting is useful to the analysis of 

conflict reporting within the context of peace joumalism. It enables investigations on whether 

or not certain joumalistic frames promote peace or war. 

The Method of Frame analysis 

Discourse can be structurally viewed in two ways, the local and the global (van Dijk 

2007:376). The local structure of discourse refers "to sentences and immediate sentence 

connections" and the global structure refers to " larger segments of a discourse or the 

discourse as a whole" (van Dijk 2007:376). These larger sections of a discourse are usually 

described in terms of such notions as 'topic ' or 'theme' (van Dijk 2007:378). This is an 

important level at which to analyse media texts because "macro structures have been shown 

not only to organise information from discourse at a rather higher level in memory, but also 

to be recalled much more readily than local micro-propositions" (van Dijk 2007:386). Of note 

also is that macro-structural textual analysis enables "explicit definition of main topics or 

themes in messages, even for those cases where these macro structures are not specifically 

expressed in surface structures, that is in titles, leads, or thematical words and sentences" 

(van Dijk 2007:387). Within the broader framework of frame analysis is thematic analysis 
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which fits with the macro-analysis of discourse referred to above. Thematic analysis involves 

"identifying, analysing and reporting patterns (themes) within data" (Braun and Clarke 

2006:79). Arguing for a need to look at themes as part of frame analysis, Pan and Kosicki 

point out that themes: 

... function as framing devices because they are recognisable and thus can be 
experienced, can be conceptualised into concrete elements of a discourse, can be 
arranged or manipulated by newsmakers, and can be communicated in the 
transportation sense of communications. (1993 :S9) 

Themes can therefore be used by journalists as tools in "constructing news discourse as well 

as psychological stimuli for audiences to process" and thus "they make a frame 

communicable through the news media" (Pan and Kosicki 1993 :S9). Pan and Kosicki identify 

categories into which framing devices in discourse can be placed and these include 

"syntactical structure, script structure, thematic structure and rhetorical structure" (1993 :S9). 

Deacon et al. also point to the importance of textual frame analysis saying, "without an 

identification of the frames in media texts and discourse, there would be no antecedent or 

consequent social processes to examine" (2007: 163). They also raise several practical 

questions that framing researchers face in the course of their investigations. These questions 

are concerned with the identification and definition of " influential thematic units which are 

described as frames" (Deacon et al. 2007:163). Such questions arise because of "the 

conceptual inconsistencies in the way researchers define frames" (Deacon et al. 2007:163). 

Previous work using frame analysis as a research method can be placed in both the 

quantitative and qualitative research camps. Much of studies on peace journalism such as that 

by Lee and Maslog (200S) used quantitative techniques albeit within the scope of frame 

analysis. 

However, quantitative techniques are not sacrosanct in frame analysis as is shown by Deacon 

et al. (2007:164) who point out that "others have favoured more qualitative and micro­

discursive approaches that draw directly on discourse analysis and critical linguistics" 

(examples given include, Johnston 1995; Skillington 1997; Durham 1998). This study will 

use frame analysis by focusing on the themes and rhetoric in The Chronicle 's stories that 

reported on the Gukurahundi conflict between 1983 and 1986. To this end, [use van Dijk' s 

(2007) insights to explicate the themes operating in the sample stories and Richardson (2007) 

for a close reading of the texts. 
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Conclusion 

The chapter has located this research within the qualitative research paradigm, outlined the 

research design and the analytical framework for the study. The following chapter analyses 

the discourses and discursive techniques arising from The Chronicle 's coverage of the 

Gukurahundi conflict. 
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Chapter 4 

Analysis 

Introduction 

In this chapter I analyse 9 articles selected for this research from the population under study. 

In approaching this analysis my aim is to find out what sort of stories The Chronicle told 

about the dissidents, the 51h Brigade and unity, three elements which comprise the selected 

thematic trends of the period under study (see chapter 3). Through an examination of the 

kind(s) of journalism as well as the subsequent role(s) assumed, and the rhetoric or 

argumentation promoted by The Chronicle in its coverage of the Gukurahundi conflict, I 

explicate the sort of discourses that operated in these selected stories. These elements are 

assessed within the framework of peace journalism with the intention of establishing whether 

the rhetoric or forms of argumentation deployed, the role(s) assumed, and the form(s) of 

journalism practised by The Chronicle promoted or privileged discourses that could escalate 

or de-escalate the conflict in the next chapter. 

Why Argumentation 

Newspaper stories as forms of discourse are not simple narratives, but also perform some 

interpretive work. The instrumentality of this interpretive work can be made sense of in terms 

of van Dijk' s characterisation of news discourse along the dimensions of functionality, 

meaningfulness, and goal directedness (2007:377-378). If discourses are taken as textual 

constructions in a specific social context, then they must be seen as "indications about 

characteristics of the speaker (e.g. intentions, wishes, moods), the relations between speaker 

and hearer (e.g. confidence, intimacy, power), and the type of social situation (e.g. a court 

trial, a school lesson, a birthday party), thus their functionality" (van Dijk 2007:377). 

The meaningfulness criterion of discourse arises not only from the fact that "sequences of 

sentences have meaning, but also that they are ' about' something: they refer to (real or 

imagined) facts and to components of facts, such as objects, persons, properties, actions, or 

events" (van Dijk 2007:378). Such meaningfulness is achieved through some kind of unity 

"which is usually described in terms of local and global coherence" (van Dijk 2007:378). 

Local coherence refers to the meaningful relationship between subsequent sentences and 

clauses which should at the same time be referring to facts that are causally related or 

expressing related propositions (van Dijk 2007:378). On the other hand, global coherence is 
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described in terms of semantic macrostructures such as 'themes ' or 'topics ' . Thus "a 

fragment of a discourse or a whole discourse is considered to be globally coherent if a topic 

(represented by a macro-proposition) can be derived from such a fragment" (van Dijk 

2007:378). 

Lastly, the criterion of goal directedness is premised on the idea that "a meaningful discourse 

is uttered, fIrst of all, in order to perform a social act, that is, a speech act. In tum, such an act 

is not performed in a vacuum, but has a reason, some concrete purpose" (van Dijk 2007:378). 

Thus, the fact that news discourses always carry meaning, are functional , and are directed at 

meeting certain goals or perfOiming social acts points to their purposive constructedness. It is 

therefore necessary to explicate the discourses and the discursive techniques utilised by the 

journalists before any research on the effects of such discourses can be carried out. The thrust 

of this research is precisely to show the discourses that operated in stories told about the 

Gukurahundi conflict by The Chronicle. 

News stories are discourses in their own right (van Dijk 2007:379) and therefore should be 

studied as a social practice performed to achieve those purposes to which van Dijk refers 

above. In analysing the stories told by The Chronicle, I am going to show the sorts of 

arguments made in respect of the three themes which form the focal point of this study. 

Argumentation is used to advance a mental, social or political point of view, defend one 's 

own point of view or attack that of someone else (Richardson 2007:155). It is defmed as a 

facility that is: 

... aimed at resolving a difference of opinion, occurs in a particular material context, 
and is realised through the participants offering arguments which they believe support 
their standpoint and which are aimed at exerting an influence on the opinions, 
attitudes and even behaviour of others. (Richardson 2007:156) 

Richardson also uses Aristotle ' s theory of rhetoric as a framework to analyse processes of 

argumentation. Aristotle defined rhetoric as "the faculty of observing in any given case the 

available means of persuasion" (l355b:27 -28). He also emphasises that rhetoric is a political 

facility which does not only work to succeed "in persuading, but rather to discover the 

persuasive facts in each case" (1355b:1 0-11) for the purpose of convincing an audience with 

the consequence of provoking them into "an immediate or future course of action" 

(Richardson 2007: 156). 
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Aristotle's rhetoric is divided into three categories: forensic or legal rhetoric; epideictic or 

ceremonial rhetoric; and deliberative or political rhetoric (Richardson 2007:157). Forensic 

rhetoric (concerned with the past) covers arguments that either defend or condemn someone's 

past actions, while epideictic rhetoric (concerned with the present) aims at proving that 

something or someone is worthy of admiration or disapproval, and finally deliberative 

rhetoric (concerned with the future) is used to urge the audience to do or dissuade them from 

doing, something based on the "expediency or the harmfulness of a proposed course of 

action" (Richardson 2007: 157). Acceptance is premised on the grounds that the proposed 

actions will do good, while rejection is premised on a perceived bad outcome (Aristotle 

1358b:22-24). Therefore, news stories can be divided between those that discuss the rightness 

or wrongness of past actions, someone 's probity and improbity, and the desirability or 

undesirability of future actions (see Richardson 2007: 158). However, it is possible for a 

single story to use two or all of the above mentioned varieties of rhetoric at the same time. 

Richardson also points out that "at the heart of rhetorical argumentation is the mode of 

persuasion" which encapsulates the strategy that the arguer takes in persuading the audience 

(2007: 159; Aristotle 1353a: 13-14). There are three modes of persuasion available to an 

arguer: persuading an audience through the character of the arguer (ethotic argument) , 

wherein someone of good character, expertise or experiential knowledge is seen as standing a 

good chance of convincing an audience (Richardson 2007:159). 

The second mode of persuasion uses a pathotic argument which uses emotion implicitly or 

explicitly as a persuasive tool. Pathotic arguments can anger people, instil in them fear, pity 

or even calm them down (Richardson 2007:160). The emotional state that is sought by the 

arguer is aimed at making his or her argument more acceptable. 

Lastly, an arguer can use an argument supported by evidence and reasoning (logic) to 

convince readers or listeners. Logical arguments can either follow a deductive or inductive 

approach. As Richardson points out, deductive arguments assert something "in a number of 

statements, and from these statements there follows a valid conclusion" (2007:161). 

Conversely, an inductive argument is one in which "specific cases are drawn upon to support 

a general conclusion" (Richardson 2007 : 162). This can be done by using symptomatic 

arguments which are based on relations of concomitance, association or connection where an 

individual example " is taken to illustrate a wider pattern of trend" (Richardson 2007: 162). 
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Inductive arguments can also take the form of a comparison or analogy, and they can be 

powerful in cases where such comparisons "are successfully adjusted to match the audience's 

ideological and political commitments" (Richardson 2007 :163). Lastly, inductive arguments 

can also be constructed by establishing causal relations or outcomes (Richardson 2007:164). 

However, Richardson also points out that an argument is qualified on the basis of its 

reasonableness (see Richardson 2007:165-170). Drawing on these ideas, I will proceed with 

an analysis of9 stories below. 

Story Analysis" 

Theme 1: DissidellIs 

Story 1 Headline: Peasants back Govt. war on dissidents [Appendix Bll 

Broadly speaking this story is framed within the deliberative form of rhetoric, but 

simultaneously also draws on the forensic form. Deliberative rhetoric promotes behaviour 

adjustment as a premise for some future outcome. In other words, it argues for the desirability 

or undesirability of future actions (see Richardson 2007). For instance, the alleged peasants ' 

tolerance of dissidents is argued to have negative consequences for their social development 

and peace. To make this argument the reporter uses forensic rhetoric which is concerned with 

past actions, to give context to the main argument of the story. 

The story's headline suggests that peasants in general (and not just those from Tsholotsho) 

back the "government's war on dissidents". It is only in the lead paragraph that readers are 

informed that the story is referring to peasants from the district of Tsholotsho and that the 

main event of the story centres on Matabeleland North's Under-Secretary for Development 

Jacob Mudenda's tour of the district. The headline implies that their support for the "war" is 

spontaneous and not influenced by the ways in which tbey were addressed rhetorically. By 

foregrounding the peasants' purported support for the '·government's war against dissidents", 

the headline, ironically, suggests that the war is "the government' s" rather than "the 

nation's". 

The headline and lead paragraph suggest that the nub of the story is the expression of support 

for the "government's war on dissidents" by peasants. To set up the argument, the story starts 

10 For all the stones, see appendices BI-9. 
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by referring to acts of banditry and destruction of "government construction equipment" 

worth $2 million as the premise for the rest of the argument [2].11 It is on this premise that 

Mudenda makes a call for peasants to "playa greater role in assisting the Government 

onslaught against dissidents" [3]. The story uses inductive arguments to establish causal 

relations that are in turn used to persuade the readers to support the government's war on 

dissidents in more or less the same way that the peasants were persuaded by the under­

secretary. The reporter quotes the under-secretary to argue that social development and peace 

in Matabeleland North are factors contingent upon victory over dissidents, and that this 

victory is achievable through the peasants ' cooperation with law enforcement officers. The 

reporter reinforces this point by quoting Mudenda to stress the consequences of failing to 

render such cooperation. In paragraph 5 the readers are reminded that the peasants' tolerance 

for dissidents "contributed to the destruction of their own social and economic gains" [5]. 

This statement is used to reinforce the argument for peasants to support the government's war 

on dissidents through its implication that failure to do so makes the peasants complicit in the 

destruction of their own social and economic gains. This has a potential double-barrelled 

effect of casting dissidents as "bad" and government as "good", as well as aligning the 

government's objectives with the social and economic needs of the peasants. In this way, it is 

suggested that the peasants' social and economic misfortune is directly linked to the 

successful activities of the dissidents, and thus their tolerance of the dissidents is ironically 

responsible for their own economic hardships (they are the cause of their own misery) . 

Paragraphs 6 and 7 promote the frame that the government is responsive to the problems of 

all Zimbabweans. These paragraphs also argue that in other places facing the same problems 

as Tsholotsho and benefiting from the same development programme, development 

infrastructure was not destroyed nor were workers threatened. This frame implicates the 

Tsholotsho peasants in such destructive activities and obliterates any difference between the 

peasants and armed "dissidents". This point is also reinforced by reference to the peasants' 

call for government help, which in the context of the response by government, suggests that 

what was happening in Tsholotsho was a case of a dog biting the hand that feeds it [6-12]. 

The reporter describes the peasants' responses in only two paragraphs. The peasants are thus 

denied the prominence that Mudenda has been plivileged with. They are not named or quoted 

directly except in cases where they reinforce the major theme of the story which is that they 

] I The numbers in square brackets indicate paragraphs in the stories found in Appendix B. 
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support the government's war on dissidents . Any attribution to the peasants which does not 

reinforce the main theme is accompanied by such discrediting phrases as "they alleged" [14], 

"one peasant claimed" [I S] and "the man called for" [17]. 

In paragraph 19 the reporter refers to another meeting at which peasants are said to have been 

singing songs that encouraged Zimbabwean people to work together as one nation. Some of 

them were said to have worn T-shirts with "Peace-Zimbabwe-Unity" inscribed on them. 

These references speak to the broader political issues that pre-occupied the government at the 

time, namely, a desire for a peaceful country united behind the government of day. In 

paragraphs 20 and 21, the frame of a benevolent government is invoked by reference to 

trucks carrying drought relief to the province under military escort. The reporter also quotes 

Mudenda, who explains how costly it is for the government to employ soldiers' as a 

protective force on the roads, fields and in work places [22]. He (Mudenda) is quoted as 

saying that the money used to keep security details in communities to provide protection 

could have been spent on development projects [23]. This statement serves two purposes: to 

reinforce the image of a caring and benevolent government, and as a reminder to the peasants 

that channelling such money to development is not possible until they support the 

government' s war on dissidents by both reporting the presence of dissidents and not 

tolerating their presence. 

Quotations and references that are given favourable phrasing and prominence in one way or 

the other work to support the main theme: that the peasants should support the government's 

war on dissidents. The reporter uses Mudenda's arguments to show that those who do not 

support the "war" also consequently do not support development, and are thus causing the 

government to spend on security rather than on development. Furthermore, Tsholotsho is 

presented as a district facing problems that are faced by the rest of the country. This implies 

that by tolerating the presence of dissidents, and acts of sabotage, Tsholotsho peasants are 

also derailing development activities in other locations. The dangers of this line of argument 

are apparent. By implication, the story associates the "tolerant peasants" with dissidents. It 

encourages the readers to see the peasants and the dissidents as one. The information that 

exonerates peasants is hidden deep in the story starting from paragraph 14. Readers who do 

not read the story to the end may be left with the impression that indeed Tsholotsho peasants 

are working in cahoots with the dissidents. Even in the event that someone reads the story 

through to the end, the counter arguments that peasants give are presented in a language that 
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encourages the reader to treat them with suspicion. The arguments also subsequently promote 

the impression that whatever action the government takes hoth against the peasants and the 

dissidents, violent or not, is for the greater good of the country. The story's goal is to both 

mobilise support for the "government' s war on dissidents" and demobilise support for the 

"dissidents" . It is also meant to categorise the intentions of the government and those of the 

dissidents and peasants who tolerate them, respectively into good and bad, so that the future 

actions of either party are assessed through that lens. 

Story 2 Headline: Return to the Fold PM Tells Dissidents, "Peace is Vital for Development" 

[Appendix E2l 

The story's discourse operates at two levels, the reporter' s construction at one level and the 

quotations pulled out from the Prime Minister' s speech at another. The reporter uses the 

Prime Minister's speech exclusively to frame his/her story around the major theme of 

"dissidents". The dissident theme is however related to other sub-themes such as peace, unity, 

development, and the national interest. The headline sets up the inter-relationships between 

these themes in its call for dissidents to "return to the fold" as "peace is vital for 

development". By calling for dissidents to "return to the fold ", the headline suggests that at 

some point, those people accused of involvement in dissident activity were once part of the 

development drive that the post independent nation had embarked on, before choosing to go 

against consensual national goals. The call for them to return is made in the context of an 

argued relationship between the achievement of peace and development. In other words, the 

argument is that Zimbabwe is not developing because there is no peace, and that there is no 

peace because of dissident activity. This sets up tbe dissidents not only as enemies of the 

state, but the people in general as their activities run contrary to the desires of the populace, 

which can be wholly described in terms of development. Thus, the dissidents are framed as 

existing outside the "fold", and a threat to both national development and national interests. 

In this way, the government's view of the dissidents is aligned with those of the general 

populace so that any subsequent actions taken by government against the dissidents can be 

seen as serving the national interest. 

In the body of the story, the reporter draws on the Prime Minister' s speech to scaffold the 

argument that is setup in the headline. The reporter uses deliberative rhetoric concurrently 

with the ethotic (persuading an audience through the character of the arguer) and logetic 

55 



(argument supported by evidence and reasoning) modes of persuasion. Framing the story 

solely through the Prime Minister's speech, the reporter identifies the "drought" and the 

dissident rebellion as the two issues that were causing the government great concern [5-6]. 

However, more emphasis is put on diss ident activity because it is a ' man made ' problem, in 

contrast to the drought which is "no one 's fault" [7]. Dissident activity is framed as malignant 

because dissidents wanted to topple "a majority government of the people under the banner of 

ZANU-PF" [8] so that they can " install PF-ZAPU into power by force" [6], and had in "many 

cases ... halted badly needed development projects" [7] , were "double dealing" [12] and their 

activities did not "reflect the wishes of the people" [15] . Furthermore, dissident activities are 

framed as associated with PF-ZAPU and the Rhodesian Front's refusal to reciprocate the 

hand of friendship extended by the ZANU-PF government after winning the 1980 elections 

[10-11] . This kind of framing performs two functions: it casts the then ZANU-PF led 

government as benevolent and well intentioned, and conversely PF-ZAPU and the Rhodesian 

Front as malignant forces in the post independent Zimbabwean body politic. Furthermore, by 

associating PF-ZAPU with the Rhodesian Front the reporter seeks to distance the readers 

from PF-ZAPU. 

Having set up the ZANU-PF led government as benevolent and PF-ZAPU and the Rhodesian 

Front as malignant, the reporter then uses the Prime Minister's speech to argue that "any 

action the government took against dissidents was in the national interest" [16]. It can be 

argued that the reporter adopts the frames outlined above to justify the actions that the 

government was already taking against the dissidents. 12 The frame of a benevolent ZANU-PF 

led government is further promoted in later paragraphs which argue that instead of banning 

PF-ZAPU, the government preferred to engage peace loving members of that party as a 

means of establishing unity [18], and that the government provided community facilities 

"irrespective of tribal, political or racial affiliation of the people concerned" [21]. The first 

part of the previous sentence assumes that PF-ZAPU is associated with dissident activity, as 

if it is not necessary to qualify the link between dissidents and PF-ZAPU, thus reinforcing the 

malignant label already placed on PF-ZAPU. The last three paragraphs are only remotely 

related to the discussion of the conflict, but they also work to bolster the frame of a 

12 The 5~ Brigade was already active in Matabeleland North after its deployment in January of 1983 (see 
Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace 2007). 
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benevolent government concerned with the welfare of its citizens, by providing education and 

paying the educators fairly [22-24). 

Story 3 Headline: ZAPU 'has given Govt Plans to Eliminate Dissidents' [Appendix B31 

PF-ZAPU, which was associated with dissident activity in the previous articles, is the main 

focus of this article. The main theme of the article is yet again the "dissident problem" and 

the only source for the story, is PF-ZAPU acting-president Josiah Chinamano. The sub­

themes that run through this article are the elimination of armed banditry, unity, ZAPU 

leadership and government projects, albeit from an oppositional position. The repol1er here 

foregrounds Chinamano' s acknowledgement that "armed banditry was the major problem 

that confronted the Government" [2). However, the fact that this acknowledgement comes 

from the leadership of the opposition gives credence to the arguments given by government 

representatives in the previous articles. The reporter framed the story in such a way that even 

an oppositional source could reinforce the dominant frame established in other stories: 

namely that the dissident problem is a major national problem. The oppositional dimension 

manifests in Chinamano's denial of PF-ZAPU's connection to dissidents and his distancing 

of the party from culpability in solving the problem [4). While this part of the story 

undermines the claims made in the second story that PF-ZAPU was connected to dissident 

activities, its value may lie not in establishing or not the connection between PF -ZAPU and 

the dissidents, but in the affirmation that dissident activities are indeed a major problem. 

Again this argument holds value to the reporter in that it justifies the actions that the 

government was taking against the "dissidents". It was important to establish such legitimacy 

because the operations of the 5th Brigade were increasingly being criticised following reports 

of atrocities against civilians in its areas of operation (Catholic Commission for Justice and 

Peace 2007). The reporter' s argument therefore is framed to legitimate government action 

against "dissidents". This legitimating work is also manifest through the reporter's use of the 

following quote: "But like all good Zimbabweans we are prepared to help the Govermnent in 

bringing down dissidents" [4). The quote implies that those fighting the dissidents are good, 

and those supporting them are bad. This frame has been shown to exist in both the first and 

second stories. This dynamic does not work in favour of PF -ZAPU in spite of the fact that 

this story is mainly attributed to the party' s acting-president because PF-ZAPU did not enjoy 

sustained positive coverage in the government-owned newspaper. 
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The second sub-theme running in the story is that of unity. For PF -ZAPU, unity is not only 

necessary but should also be forged at grassroots level [7]. However, the reporter also 

ironically includes Chinamano's criticism of ZANU-PF 's concept of unity, which as he 

(Chinamano) says "was that everyone must become its member" [8] . The reporter here uses 

irony, which as a rhetorical device "underscores the duality of language by questioning, 

opposing, or contradicting the obvious or common-sensical meaning of a text" (Glasser and 

Ettema 1993:324), to expose the difference in interpreting unity between the ZANU-PF led 

government and PF-ZAPU. While the reporter seems to be downplaying the interpretation 

given by PF-ZAPU's acting president through the use of the word "claimed" [8], slhe 

indirectly points to the existence of an alternative way of interpreting the concept of unity. In 

other words, the reporter uses a language of fact to construct a discourse of morality thereby 

opening up the concept of unity to different conceptions from that promoted by ZANU-PF. 

The reporter also uses irony to redeem the negative image associated with PF -ZAPU within 

the dominant frame. Sihe promotes an image of PF-ZAPU's internal political system as 

democratic and humble [10-16]. For instance, the party' s acting-president is submitting the 

fate of his leadership to members of his party, noting that he "was prepared to step down if 

his party was not satisfied that he should act during Dr. Nkomo 's absence" [12] and that he 

"would be willing to give way to anybody who was prepared to take over as acting president 

until such a time when Dr. Nkomo returned home" [14] . The reporter also presents PF-ZAPU 

as a party that transcends ethnic divisions by showing that although the party is mainly 

associated with Ndebele people; it had in fact chosen a Shona person (Chinamano) to act as 

president [16]. The repolter' s excursion into the internal politics of PF-ZAPU provides a 

counter-narrative to the '·malignant image" constructed in the stories analysed above. The 

reporter also frames the PF-ZAPU leader as a magnanimous individual who is not consumed 

by hatred, who appreciates the positive achievements by government, even if it is the same 

government that is persecuting his party. 13 While the story may sound at face value as if it is 

reinforcing the frame of a benevolent government, the reporter uses irony to construct a 

different image of PF -ZAPU, and to show the unfair tactics used by the ruling party' s 

(ZANU-PF) to get its way. This is manifested in the nature of the unity that ZANU-PF seeks. 

J3 See paragraphs 17 and 18. 
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Theme 2: The 5" Brigade 

Story 1 Headline: Nkomo, Smilh 'seek 10 destroy morale ' [Appendix B4] 

The reporter uses an epideictic rhetoric laced with a pathotic mode of persuasion (argument 

which uses emotion implicitly or explicitly as a persuasive tool) to promote the dominant 

frame which comes out in the headline's assertion that "Nkomo and Smith seek to destroy 

morale". It is epideictic in the sense that the dominant frame seeks a condemnation of both 

Nkomo and Smith who are reported to be seeking to destroy the morale of the security forces. 

The pathotic mode of persuasion manifests in the reporter's promotion of the negative 

epithets and anecdotes that ZANU-PF members of parliament use to chide both Nkomo and 

Smith. The pathotic mode of persuasion is used here to encourage readers to at best trivia lise 

the concerns that the two (Nkomo and Smith) are raising or at worst, get angry at them for 

demoralising the security forces . This strategy might have been motivated by the fact that the 

security forces were still enjoying a popular impression because of the success of the armed 

struggle in ousting the colonial govermnent led by Ian Smith. Furthermore, as some argue, in 

post-colonial African countries: 

... national feelings of communal identity, pride and patriotism, as well as historical 
parallels and past myths, are all summoned through the geme of war reporting and 
these generally seek to position 'Us' in opposition to ' Them', and do so in 
symbolically and rhetorically affective ways. (Cottle 20 I 0:77) 

The story's main theme concerns the security forces ' (5 th Brigade) operations III the 

Matabeleland provinces of Zimbabwe. The dominant frame positions PF-ZAPU leader 

Joshua Nkomo and Republican Front leader Ian Smith as "trying to lower the morale of the 

security forces while boosting that of the dissidents" [I] . An alternative frame would have 

instead promoted Nkomo's concerns that security forces were committing atrocities in 

Matabeleland [2] . 

The dominant frame is promoted by the reporter's over-reliance on government sources such 

as Legal and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Eddison Zvobgo and Minister of National 

Supplies Enos Nkala as well as using the doubt - casting "claimed" when attributing Nkomo. 

For instance, the reporter writes: "He claimed six people had been killed by security forces in 

Kezi and buried in a shallow grave ... " [3] and that "Dr Nkomo claimed that since the curfew 

was imposed six weeks ago , several children had collapsed and others had died because of 

lack offood in the area" [4] and finally he is described as having been told to shut up by the 
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deputy speaker as he "kept pounding his leather armrest, shouting ... [10]. This kind of 

framing casts doubt on Nkomo' s "claims" which are associated with cantankerous behaviour 

(illustrated by reference to continuous pounding and shouting) coming from a man who leads 

a party that is itself associated [7 and also see story 2 under dissidents theme] with dissident 

activity. 

In contrast, the dominant frame is given a high modality (Richardson 2007) privilege. The 

reporter firmly attributes those characters operating within the dominant frame as when 

Zvodgo ' s accusation that: " ... the nation should not forget that Dr Nkomo had now assumed 

a new role-that of ' publicity secretary for dissidents '" [7] and that "He (Dr Nkomo) wants to 

use this house so that dissidents can hear that he still speaks on their behalf' [7] are presented 

in ways that do not encourage the reader to question the statements. This is in spite ofthe fact 

that such an unsubstantiated statement is the premise upon which the reporter is framing 

Nkomo and Smith as destroying morale among security forces while boosting that of 

dissidents. Instead, the repolter gives Zvodgo 's statement unquestionable credibility by 

foregrounding his mandate thus: "Cde Zvodgo who is the Minister of Justice, Legal and 

Parliamentary Affairs, said ... " [7], which frames him as a member of the in-group through 

the use of the title 'Cde' and also as an authoritative figure (a positive epideictic argument) 

who does not 'claim' but 'says ' things and therefore can be trusted . Paragraph 11 reinforces 

the main frame that Nkomo' s concerns work to demoralise the security forces while boosting 

the morale of the dissidents in that the concerns were to be "dealt with 'blow by blow' by the 

Security Ministers" [11] at a later date as they were not in the house. The metaphor of 

' blows' , frames Nkomo's concerns as a threat that should not only be dealt with by security 

ministers, but should also be dealt with ' blow by blow' . It is a language of physical violence 

adapted from the sport of boxing. Therefore this story is also framed in such a way that it 

promotes goverrunent action against dissidents as legitimate and good, and anything that 

seeks to undermine this action as a threat and bad. 

The rest of the story draws on Nkala's narration of his conversation with Nkomo prior to the 

parliamentary sitting. The reporter uses Nkala's story to frame Nkomo as a liar [IS] , as 

impUlsive and a cheat [16], a tribalist [19] and driven by personal ambition ahead of national 

concerns [22]. These argumentative strategies are consistent with an epideictic rhetoric, 

which in this case is deployed to encourage disapproval ofNkomo 's concerns and conversely 

approval of the security forces' action in the Matabeleland provinces. 
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Story 2 Headline: President hits at Churchfor Allegations on 'atrocities ' [Appendix B5] 

This story deploys a complex matrix of arguments framed through a deliberative rhetoric 

with occasional use of the pathotic mode of persuasion. The main theme, around which other 

smaller themes revolve, is that concerning atrocities committed by the army. Articulated to 

this theme are other sub themes such as the protection of citizens, dissidents, national interest 

and majority representation, economic independence in the third world, the social role of the 

church and the economic status of post-colonial African countries. 

In this story, the reporter also promotes the frame of a benevolent government acting against 

a malignant renegade group of bandits. The reporter again is totally dependent on one official 

source, the President Canaan Banana. This shapes the story's discourse into two levels; the 

reporter's construction, and embedded within that construction, the president's construction. 

The subject of the story is the institution of the Church in Zimbabwe. The reporter privileges 

the president's criticism of the Church for highlighting the atrocities allegedly carried out by 

the army in its operational areas. The president's argument, which also frames the reporter's 

argument, is that care should be taken in criticising the actions of a government whose 

mandate is sanctioned by a majority vote, in whose interest it (government) is acting. The 

argument frames the government and citizens as the in-group and the dissidents as an out­

group whose actions threaten the welfare and values of the in-group. 

By foregrounding the legitimacy of the government's actions, the reporter implicitly suggests 

a complicit relationship between the Church and the dissidents. This casts the church not only 

as acting against the wishes of the people, but also as bolstering the cause of the dissidents. 

To buttress this argument, the reporter draws on the president's speech to show the 

legitimacy of the government and its actions. This argument is set up in the second paragraph 

in which the reporter quotes the president: " . .. the Government has both a legitimate duty and 

moral responsibility to ensure the safety of all citizens ... and therefore it can never be 

Government policy to send the national army into Matabeleland to exterminate the Ndebele 

people" [2]. The reporter juxtaposes the frame of a benevolent government constructed in 

paragraph two against the frame of malignancy associated with the dissidents which comes 

out in the third paragraph. Here slhe quotes the president who contrasts the action of the 

government with those of the dissidents when he says , ... . the Government could not support 

or tolerate those bent on terrorising innocent and unarmed civilians" [3]. 
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This statement also suggests that the Church's allegation (see story entitled President Hits at 

Church for Allegations on Atrocities-Appendix B5) that the army are committing atrocities, is 

tantamount to condoning and tolerating the activities of the dissidents who are "terrorising 

innocent and unarmed civilians" , while at the same time criticising a government that would 

not allow such terrorism to happen [3]. The death of civilians in the conflict is glossed over in 

passive language when the president says " ... it was unfortunate innocent civilians found 

themselves caught in crossfire between security forces and dissidents" [4]. This sentence 

deletes the agents of violence, exonerating them from responsibility for civilian deaths and 

naturalises the circumstances in which the civilians find themselves. The original frame of a 

benevolent government is fe-invoked in the next paragraph to excuse the army from 

deliberate complicity in the deaths of civilians by bringing the reader's attention back to the 

malignant dissident threat. To this end, the reporter quotes the president as saying "this is 

indeed a tragic situation but it is only the result of a deeper problem - the problem brought 

about by those who unlawfully took arms to destabilise our hard won peace and tranquillity" 

[5] . Thus the actions of the army are indirectly framed as "lawful" and those of the dissidents 

as unlawful. Paragraph [6] draws on the pathotic mode of persuasion. The reporter uses the 

president's speech to sway readers' emotions against the dissidents by foregrounding the 

effect of dissident actions, over those of the army, on the civilian popUlation of Mat abele land. 

In the paragraph the president argues: "What was my Government expected to do? To be 

seized by an overwhelming fit of inertia and paralysis, and simply fold its arms and abandon 

the people of Matabeleland to the dissidents to butcher, rape and maim at will?" [6]. The 

statement appeals to the emotions by both labelling government inactivity as "paralysis" and 

equivalent to abandoning civilians facing a ruthless foe involved in heinous crimes of 

"butchering", "raping" and "maiming" civilians. This is an apparent counter-narrative to the 

concerns brought up by the Church. 

Having framed the security forces ' activities as lawful, directed at protecting citizens, 

"protecting our hard won peace and tranquillity" [5], and sanctioned by a government with 

"legitimate duty and moral responsibility" [2] , the dissidents' cause and the Church' s 

objection to atrocities being committed by the army become, by implication, unlawful [5], a 

threat to peace and tranquillity and the Church's position, immoral. In addition to an implicit 

association of the Church ' s criticism to dissident activity, its (Church) morality or immorality 

is related to struggles against colonialism, and neo-colonialism. In this regard, the Church is 
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encouraged to "help in trying to achieve economic and social independence in Third World 

countries ... to help in effecting changes in the interests of the poor, the hungry and the 

oppressed" [10]. This argument reinforces the frame of a benevolent government (already 

established above), and the Church is presented as criticising a government that has already 

fought oppression and is protecting its citizens. This makes the Church's criticism sound 

disingenuous. Instead of criticising the army without "proof and substantiated evidence" [9] , 

the Church, it is argued, should "continue to support the heroic efforts of the people ofthose 

countries who were trying to eradicate colonialism and the repugnant system of apartheid" 

[II]. By so doing, the argument implies, the Church will retain its moral authority. The 

reporter realises that the same argument can be used to justify the Church's criticism of 

actions taken by leaders of post-colonial states and uses a quotation from the president's 

speech to suggest an alternative role for the Church in post-colonial milieux: that of helping 

independent African states to "attain economic and social independence" [13] . This 

prescription gives room for the reporter to turn the Church' s criticism on its head using the 

frame of neo-colonial struggle as the new site of struggle, a site where the Church should 

playa role, rather than criticising post-colonial governments. The last four paragraphs [I5-

18] cast Western oriented Churches as un-African and therefore as lacking the moral standing 

to question African values as they are alien to them. This frame can also blunt the critical 

edge of the Church in future. 

Story 3 Headline: Atrocities: Reporters Find no Evidence [Appendix B6J 

The main theme of the story, are the allegations of atrocities committed by the army in 

Matabeleland. This theme is intertwined with that of the dissident 'menace' . The reporter 

uses an epideictic form of rhetoric to dismiss the allegations by questioning the credibility of 

those sources supporting the allegations, and at the same time promoting a sense of 

credibility for those sources used to cast doubt on the allegations. Furthermore, the reporter 

provides a counter-narrative to the allegations against army atrocities by giving more 

examples of dissident activities, a framing tactic which works on the one hand to justify the 

activities of the army, and on the other, to dismiss the criticisms offered by the reporters. The 

two major operating frames are that there was a failure to establish evidence by local and 

international journalists to prove allegations of massive atrocities by the National Army, and 

that the National Army is instead legitimately engaged in a campaign to rid Matabeleland 

South of dissidents. 
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Foregrounding of the journalists' failure to establish evidence proving atrocities/genocide in 

spite of being "allowed to go to any place in the province and speak to people of their choice" 

[2] is meant to deal a heavy blow to those discourses in the international media which 

promoted the genocide story (see Phimister 2008). The "two mounds" [3] that were brought 

to the journalists ' attention in Kezi are the only site which stood to keep the 

atrocities/genocide thesis alive, and for this reason they became a site of argumentative 

struggle. The reporter discredits the story behind the two graves by casting doubt on accounts 

given by alternative sources (Chief Philisi Sithole and Cde AlbeI1 Mdluli). The two mounds, 

the repoI1er writes " ... were alleged ly graves of six civilians ... " who "had been shot by 

security forces" [3] . The use of the word allegedly reduces the Chiefs account to a 

questionable allegation whose merit is further eroded in the next paragraph wherein the 

reporter makes the reader aware that the most senior people in both the army (General Rex 

Nhongo) and the police (Commissioner Wiridzayi Nguruve) were willing to dig the mounds 

only to be stopped by Mdluli whom the reporter says " ... thought the soldiers had removed 

the bodies and burned them" [5] something that he could tell by a broken twig. This frame 

discounts Mdlu li' s account as merely a thought and not a fact. The reporter's inclusion of the 

twig in Mdluli' s account seeks to trivialise it and encourage readers to disregard the 

exhumation account as far-fetched. 

The repoI1er also uses Dr. Tsimba's (Director of Information) dismissal of villagers gathered 

at Father Gabriel ' s home to frame the allegations of atrocities as a fabrication. The reporter 

uses the incident to make the government official look more honest than the journalists 

themselves, noting that Peter Godwin, a Sunday Times reporter "had secretly organised" [7] 

the villagers ' availability to give evidence while the government was encouraging the 

journalists to " ... interview people that had been randomly selected" [8]. This allows the 

reporter to frame Godwin who had authored an article" .. . on alleged massive atrocities on 

civilians" [7] as untrustworthy, which at the same time frames the government as trustworthy. 

Furthermore, the reporter uses the Chief, Mdluli and other peasants' failure to report 

atrocities to either the police or Minister Enos Nkala to question the sincerity of their 

convictions. The reporter reinforces the frame of "failure to establish evidence" by quoting 

Dr Tsimba who declares that "the trip had proved that all allegations of brutality by the army 

on a massive scale were false" [II] because "the two alleged graves in which six people are 
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allegedly buried according to evidence of a half serious man purporting to be the father of 

one of the dead, certainly cannot be equated to genocide ono 000 people ... " [12). 

The other significant frame in the story provides a counter-narrative that redeems the actions 

of the army which is accused of committing atrocities. The Chronicle reporter constructs the 

counter narrative in two ways: on the one hand, s/he uses sources whose social standing 

makes them appear more credible and on the other, slhe outlines dissident activities in ways 

that highlight a sense of futile brutality. The sources that the reporter draws on in constructing 

the counter-narrative include a priest, a nurse in charge, a teacher, a doctor and an agricultural 

consultant. These titles are mentioned to foreground their potential credibility in contrast to 

those who were giving evidence to support the atrocities theme. Instead of claiming, these 

sources (in favour of the dominant frame) gave "detailed" accounts of how the dissidents had 

robbed, stripped and insulted school children and targeted people who supported the 

government [13-14), and burnt two girls [15). While both the nurse and the doctor admitted 

that they had treated people who "claimed" they had been beaten by soldiers, the reporter 

casts doubt on those claims, by noting that the nurse and the doctor did not, in their personal 

capacities have evidence to prove the claims and that "such reports were hearsay" [21). The 

reporter uses the teacher who says "The army has been very co-operative . .. " to construct an 

image which contrasts sharply with that associated with an army that commits atrocities. 

However, in the final analysis it should be noted that the reporter down plays the effect the 

presence of both ordinary soldiers and senior officers like Rex Nhongo and Nguruve might 

have had on the civilians' ability to express themselves freely. Furthermore, the report does 

not deny that civilians might have died, but rather denies that there were atrocities or 

genocide on a massive scale [22). It would have been difficult for the reporters to establish 

the evidence over a day in a vast province like Matabeleland South. 

Theme 3: Vnity 

Story 1 Headline: PM Renews Unity Call: New ZAPU and Zanu (PF) strategy to bring nation 

together. [Appendix B 7J 

The reporter uses a combination of the deliberative rhetoric as well as the pathotic and ethotic 

forms of argumentation. The deliberative strand is constructed through the logetic mode of 

persuasion to promote the frame that unity is an important goal to pursue. The ethotic form is 

used to give credence to the call for unity. In this regard, the Prime Minister's person 
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becomes central to the qualification of the argument in favour of unity. The main theme of 

the story is that the time to finalise the unity exercise " ... completely, satisfactorily and 

effectively" [I) has come. This renewed sense of urgency is also hinted at in the headline 

which suggests that PF-ZAPU and ZANU-PF have a new strategy to bring the nation 

together. The ethotic argument is also set up in the headline "PM Renews Unity Call" . The 

credence of the call weighs heavily on its association with the Prime Minister. For the 

argument in favour of unity to gain credibility by association with the Prime Minister, the 

reporter highlights those factors that give the Prime Minister qualities of magnanimity, 

wisdom, experience, selflessness, in short, describing him as a man ofifor the people whose 

intentions are intertwined with those of the ordinary person. That the Prime Minister " ... was 

speaking at a reception hosted in his honour after he had been declared a Freeman of 

Bulawayo "[2), was "addressing the enthusiastic guests" [3) , " .. . walked around the hall 

shaking hands and talking to the people" [3), and that he only agreed to be at the reception on 

condition that " .. . he would meet not only party members, but people from all walks oflife in 

Bulawayo (4), constructs a picture of someone who can be trusted by people from all walks 

oflife. 

In this story, PF-ZAPU's role in the liberation struggle is fore-grounded contrary to earlier 

tendencies to frame PF-ZAPU as a party that seeks to frustrate development and destabilise 

the security situation through its purported association with dissidents. The significance of 

PF-ZAPU to the peace process is set up in the headline [New ZAPU, ZANU (PF) strategy to 

bring nation together) wherein the two parties are presented as peers pursuing the same 

benevolent goal of uniting people. The reporter uses the Prime Minister's quotes to frame 

both parties as having a lot in common: '" ... many young people from all tribes and regions 

had died for one objective, to liberate Zimbabwe: and many others had been disabled for the 

same reason" [5), " ... we redeemed Zimbabwe ... " (6) , "we might not have agreed in terms of 

the political entity and mode of struggle we envisaged ... but the objective was to build a free 

Zimbabwe out of an oppressed one" (7). These references are used by the reporter as the 

premise upon which the responsibility for forging a unity agreement is placed on both PF­

ZAPU and ZANU-PF, and subsequently on their followers. 

The reporter also uses the Prime Minister's speech to argue that failing to forge unity now 

would be tantamount to leaving the " . .. future generation with the ugly legacy of having 

failed to unite the people of Zimbabwe" [8). This line performs both a pathotic and 
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deliberative argumentative function. It is pathotic in the sense that something that is "ugly" 

conjures bad feelings and is not desirable and therefore is likely to be rejected by the readers. 

The readers are therefore led to read the processes aimed at establishing unity in good light 

and those that undermine the achievement of unity as undesirable and therefore deserving of 

condemnation (see Wolfsfeld 2004:28). It is deliberative in the sense that it approves of 

behaviour that encourages a desirable legacy (a united Zimbabwe), as opposed to the ugly 

legacy which is constructed as synonymous with failure to forge unity. 

Unity is framed as the overarching objective since "there was always inherent political 

contlict in a multiparty state .. . " [9]. This frame performs two functions. On the one hand it 

makes the Gukurahundi conflict look inevitable, an offshoot of an inherent quality in 

multiparty states and therefore no one's responsibility. On the other, it implicitly proposes 

unity as the only alternative available to these two major parties. The argument being made is 

that since multiparty states are characterised by inherent conflicts, which, as had already 

happened in Zimbabwe, can translate " ... themselves into violence ... " [II], unity is the only 

buffer against such inherent conflict. The reporter also uses the Prime Minister's flashback 

into history to put an aura of tradition to the concept of unity [12]. Coupling the concept of 

unity with history and its efficacy in eliminating the " inherent" conflict that comes with 

multi-partyism in post-colonial Zimbabwe fi'ames those who question or frustrate the 

achievement of unity as enemies of not only the state, peace and development, but also as 

promoters of violence. In this way, unity is framed as a noble idea which is intrinsically 

required in healthy multi-party political systems. The Prime Minister' s appeal to grassroots 

level members to " ... to work towards the ultimate goal of unity" [18], builds on the main 

ethotic argument in the story that he is a magnanimous man to whom people should listen 

because he values their contribution to national development. 

The reporter uses the last two paragraphs to re-affirm the case for unity as argued in the body 

of the story that both PF-ZAPU and ZANU-PF find the achievement of unity of prime 

importance. The reporter's choice to include Joshua Nkomo's comments performs a pathotic 

argumentative function because of Nkomo 's stature both in ZAPU and the Matabeleland 

provinces in general. Nkomo is also used in tum to affirm the pathotic value of the Prime 

Minister's statements about which he comments, " it was really wonderful to hear it from a 

man in his position" [22]. 
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Story 2 Headline: Dabengwa Freed: Four Others Released to 'Facilitate Unity ' 

[Appendix BB] 

The story is constructed using a deliberative rhetoric which in tum employs an inductive­

logetic argument. This deliberative rhetoric is manifest in the main theme of the story that 

political detainees had been released to facilitate unity. Consistent with deliberative rhetoric, 

their release is predicated on their future actions wherein facilitation of unity is prescribed in 

contrast to a proscription of those actions that may be deemed a threat to the security of the 

nation. The main theme is constructed in ways that promote the frame of a benevolent 

government acting generously towards a malignant group of people for the greater good of 

the nation. This construction does not dissociate Dabengwa and other PF-ZAPU detainees 

from dissident activity. Instead, it reinforces that association, as seen in some of the 

comments made by Home Affairs Minister Enos Nkala: "The release of these detainees is 

aimed at facilitating the attainment of national unity and lasting peace in the country" [2], "it 

is hoped that they will bring about peaceful conditions in Matabeleland ... " [3], and that 

" ... the government sincerely hoped that these people would refrain from committing acts of 

espionage, sabotage, banditry and destabilisation . .. " [16]. 

Ironically, PF-ZAPU president Joshua Nkomo's comment that "the government' s gesture 

was a good sign" [7] also presupposes that the government' s goodwill, (seen through the 

release of prisoners) is being extended to people who otherwise did not deserve it. In 

paragraphs 10 and 12, PF-ZAPU Information and Publicity Secretary John Nkomo 

emphasises that "it was wrong to connect the release of the detainees to the unity talks ... " 

[10] as that " ... would imply that they were being held to ransom, which is not the case" [12]. 

This is used by the reporter to suggest that the intentions of the government in releasing the 

prisoners were noble (as unity was not the ransom for release). Also, Nkomo's quotation does 

not question the association between the detainees (who included Dabengwa, a senior PF­

ZAPU member) and dissident activity which reinforces the frame of a benevolent 

government. The frame promotes the Manichean dichotomy which casts the government in a 

good role and the dissidents in a bad one. Dabengwa's significance to the achievement of 

unity is framed both negatively and positively. On the one hand the journalist provides the 

reader with Dabengwa's distinct war credentials [5] but also counterpoints this glossy image 

using quotations that also associate him with the dissident activities in Matabeleland [16] . 
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The detainees' association with dissident activities is reinforced in the last paragraph when 

Nkala explains the conditions of their release thus: " ... they had assured the Government that 

they would not engage in activities for which they were detained, and that they would try 

wherever possible to end dissident activities in Matabeleland" [26]. Nkala's explanation 

suggests that the detainees' association with dissidents is unquestionable, hence the excuse 

for their release (that they help end dissident activities in Matabeleland). 

Story 3 Headline: Unity within Our Grasp [Appendix B9J 

The journalist deploys deliberative rhetoric to make a case for the desirability of unity. The 

headline suggests that unity is something that has been eluding Zimbabweans but was now 

"within our grasp". Broadly speaking, the main theme of the story is unity, but more 

specifically that it is now "".within grasp and should not be allowed to slip away"." [1]. The 

rest of the story is constructed within the frames that unity has been eluding the nation and 

that its desirability and achievement is indispensable since it is linked to the country's 

development, defence and security, peace, and to the success of anti-colonial struggles still 

going on in the region. The reporter's construction of the story is shaped by a single source, 

Canaan Banana. Banana uses the metaphor of soccer to frame the achievement of unity as 

something that the nation is hoping and waiting for. He places the responsibility for the 

achievement of unity or the failure thereof on both PF-ZAPU and ZANU-PF, noting that the 

two parties "". had dribbled past a number of obstacles"." and " " .are now facing an empty 

goal" [3]. The allusion that they are now facing an empty goal implies that any failure to 

achieve unity, that is to "" .shoot wide" [3], would rest squarely with the Prime Minister and 

PF-ZAPU leader, Joshua Nkomo. The implication is that such failure would also be equal to 

failing Zimbabweans who" ... were on their toes just waiting to applaud a well placed shot" 

[4]. 

This kind of framing encourages readers not only to think of the achievement of unity as 

every Zimbabwean's goal, but also that there is no other option, that failure to achieve unity 

will attract "jeering" [4] in contrast to "cheer" [4]. The frame which promotes unity as the 

only desirable outcome is also reinforced by Banana who says that the unity which is in our 

grasp "".will only slip away at our own peril" [5] and when he advises the leaders that when 

taking the shot "".they must lean forward and not backwards" [6]. The metaphor of 

"backward leaning" suggests lack of commitment as opposed to leaning forward. 
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The argument in favour of unity is also developed by articulating it with other national goals. 

For instance, the achievement of unity is described as something that would "" .deal a 

shattering blow" to enemies from within and without Zimbabwe [7], and "". improve the 

climate for development and accelerate progress in all parts of the country" [7]. This 

argument aligns overarching national goals with the achievement of unity such that the 

achievement of these goals is framed as impossible without unity. The strength of the 

Zimbabwean nation, which is argued to be contingent upon unity, is also framed within 

broader political struggles in the Southern African region. For instance, the reporter, through 

Banana, argues that "".a strong Zimbabwe will be of tremendous benefit to the struggling 

masses in South Africa, Namibia and the whole of the sub-region" [9]. This frame implicitly 

aligns those seen as frustrating the process of achieving unity with colonial forces 

suppressing the people of both South Africa and Namibia. This kind of association makes it 

easy to condemn dissenting voices as they would have been framed as retrogressive and as 

agents of oppressive political systems. 

The reporter also aligns the achievement of unity with the aspirations of the ordinary person 

by drawing on Banana's understanding of development (which has already been associated 

with peace and unity), about which he says "true development can only come when all the 

people of Zimbabwe have had their standard of living improved". The journalist's inclusion 

of Banana's comments on the release of political detainees (mainly PF-ZAPU members) 

reinforces the frame that unity is the ultimate goal if the country is to achieve peace and 

development. This is shown in Banana's explanation of their release: " " .once the 

government is satisfied that detainees were no longer a threat to the security of the state, it 

was only too glad to set them free so they could make a positive contribution to society" [12]. 

However, the story takes an ironic twist when Banana asks about the situation in South 

Africa: "what kind of cowardice is that? What kind of war is that - war against kids?" [14] 

What is ironic here is that these same questions could have been posed at him about the 

Gukurahundi conflict. The reporter may have been trying to show the ambiguity of, and 

inconsistency in, Banana's moral judgements. 

What makes Banana's comments even more ironic is what he recommends in the case of 

South Africa: "if people are genuine about sanctions, they should not window-dress or 

impose cosmetic measures because this is an insult to the people of South Africa" [17]. This 

is ironic because the operations of the 5th Brigade were even more brutal (Catholic 
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Commission for Justice and Peace 2007). What then would Banana recommend as 

punishment without insulting those affected? 

Conclusion 

This chapter has provided a close reading of the sample articles using Richardson's (2007) 

rendering of the Aristotlean conception of rhetoric and van Dijk's (2007) macro-structural 

approach to discourse analysis. Using these tools the chapter showed that The Chronicle 

predominantly promoted discourses which favoured the government's framing of the conflict. 

I will discuss the implications of this in the following chapter. 
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Chapter 5 

Findings and Discussion 

Introduction 

Having established the discourses promoted by The Chronicle 's journalists in the previous 

chapter, I now discuss what those discourses say about the role(s) assumed, and the form(s) 

of journalism practised by the paper in its coverage of the Gukurahundi conflict and in tum 

assess these elements in terms of peace journalism. 

Findings 

The sample stories show that The Chronicle journalists were heavily dependent on elite 

government sources. The general sourcing patterns are shown in the table below (Fig 7). 

Those ordinary sources that were used to reinforce frames constructed by government 

officials are indicated as "favourable" and those who gave "counter narratives" to official 

frames are indicated as "unfavourable". 

Fig.7 

Source 

Theme Government Elite Opposition Elite Ordinary Ordinary 

[Favourable] [Unfavourable] 

Dissidents 2 1 I 

S'" Brigade S 2 S 2 

Unity 3 3 

Total 10 6 S 3 

This general pattern shows that the journalists were largely dependent on elite sources and 

more specifically those holding office in government. Journalists used single sources from 

government in three stories as opposed to only one from the oppositional perspective (PF­

ZAPU. Oppositional voices incorporated in stories falling within the 'dissidents' and 'Sth 
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Brigade' thematic strands were presented in ways that sought to reinforce the main theme of 

that story and marginalise, if not cast as pariah, those voices that ran parallel to the main 

theme. However, in their construction of these stories journalists used more compliant rather 

than oppositional voices, except within the ' unity' thematic strand. 

All the 9 articles used labels and definitions that privileged the government's interpretation of 

the conflict. The very words upon which the analytical thematic strands of this analysis are 

built derive from labels constructed by the government and adopted by The Chronicle 

without much questioning. The labels force us to think about the conflict in terms of who the 

government considers 'dissidents', 'security forces', and what it considers 'unity' . To a larger 

extent the stories do not provide the oppositional interpretation of these labels. The most 

forceful oppositional reading of these labels is manifest only in PF-ZAPU acting-president's 

questioning of the government's interpretation of 'unity' in an article headlined (ZAPU 'has 

given Govt plans to eliminate dissidents - appendix B3), and Nkomo and Smith's criticism of 

the manner in which the security forces were operating in Matabeleland (Nkomo, Smith 'seek 

to destroy morale - appendix B4). By privileging the government's narrative of the conflict, 

by extension the newspaper also privileged ZANU-PF as a party against other political 

groups, especially at the expense ofPF-ZAPU. 

The reporters used demonising language to construct the "other". The elite government 

sources used across the 9 stories used negative epithets when characterising the ' other'. 

Common among these is their reference to 'bandits ', ' those bent on terrorising innocent and 

unarmed civilians ', 'armed banditry', 'dissidents' , those who commit acts of 'sabotage', 

'espionage ', 'destabilisation ' and ' banditry' . On the other hand, the 5th Brigade is described 

in terms that associate it with the role of a public protector. For instance, it is never referred 

to as the 5th Brigade but 'security forces ' or ' the National Army'. This construction identifies 

it with a state institution (Army) whose actions are normally associated with providing 

security for the citizenry. Using the label 5th Brigade would have carried undertones of a 

renegade militia operating outside state structures. 

Stories that concern ' dissidents' and the ' 5th Brigade' are also constructed in ways that do not 

attempt to achieve one of the defining ethics of professional journalism, namely, objectivity. 

The ideology of professional journalism aspires to a commitment to truthfulness, reporting 

factually accurate information, an even-handed presentation of different viewpoints also 
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referred to as neutrality (balance and fairness), emotional detachment and a separation of fact 

from comment (Calcutt and Hammond 2011 :98; Schudson 1978:6). The stories did not meet 

the truthfulness tenet in the sense that the reporters either ignored the excesses of the 5th 

Brigade or took a deliberate position to either deny or excuse such excesses (see stories 

entitled President Hits at Church for Allegations on Atrocities - appendix B5; Atrocities: 

Reporters find no Evidence - appendix B6). An absence of accounts referring to the excesses 

of the 5th Brigade constitutes an inaccuracy of fact by omission (see Lee 20 I 0:69). 

Furthermore, the reporters did not attempt to give an even-handed presentation of the 

different viewpoints at play in the interpretation of the conflict. Instead, the viewpoint of the 

government was given privileged status. Alternative viewpoints were either left out or 

marginalised by association with what was constructed as undesirable, the dissidents. While 

the journalists did not actually offer their own opinions, it has been argued that: 

. .. by choosing whom to interview and which quotes to use . .. journalists convey their 
own opinions or angle on the story while avoiding any explicit editorial ising ... to 
protect the journalist (and, by extension, the news organisation) against charges of 
bias. (Calcutt and Hammond 2011 :99; see also Tuchman 1972) 

In this sense therefore, the journalists actively promoted their own opinions through their 

choice of sources and quotations. This process of actively constructing one 's opinion through 

the marshalling of sources and quotes can be demonstrated by assessing how The Chronicle 

journalists constructed stories falling within the ' unity' thematic strand. The idea is to show 

that such construction is a product of an active process and that chosen frames were not the 

only narrative/interpretive way(s) available to the journalists. 

Those stories whose main theme was ' unity' were constructed in a slightly different way 

from those whose themes were 'dissidents ' and 'the 5th Brigade' . The reporters did not use 

negative epithets directly against PF-ZAPU. They did not emphasise a link between PF­

ZAPU and the dissidents as was the case with stories foregrounding the other two themes 

(dissidents and the 5th brigade). Instead PF-ZAPU's role in the liberation struggle was fore 

grounded in ways that create a brotherly association between the pruty and ZANU-PF. 

However, even though the reporters would seek the view of the opposition on the issue at 

hand, the ' primary definers' remained those in government. Furthermore, the amount of 

space afforded oppositional voices, even in cases where they seem to agree with the dominant 

framing, is very small in comparison to that afforded the story's protagonist who is usually a 

government official. 
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Discussion 

Journalistic Practice and Media Roles 

There are many factors which shape how the media represent social issues and events 

(Archetti 2010:25). Of concern here is the interplay between the media and political 

environment, and journalistic representations. [t has been argued that "the political and 

professional context for news stories" about peace or war "has a major impact on how they 

are written" (Wolfsfeld 2004:25). While the political environment " ... determines what is 

culturally resonant", the professional context or media environment, defined as "the 

aggregate of professional beliefs, values, and routines that journalists employ in the 

construction of news stories ... establishes what is considered professionally worthy" 

(Wolfsfeld 2004:38-39). Such definitions, Wolfsfeld argues are time and culture bound, 

resulting in variations in "the role of the media in political processes" (Wolfsfeld 2004: 39). 

In this section, I reflect on the discourses and discursive practices employed by The 

Chronicle in its reportage of the Gukurahundi conflict (see Chapter 4) to assess what these 

tell us about the normative role(s) of the media (Christians et al. 2009) and type of 

journalism(s) (Hanitzsch 2007), assumed by the paper at the time, and how these reflect on 

their contemporary political environment. This enables us to think about how the media's 

performance of certain types of roles or journalism practice and the political environment in 

which they operate, promote or fail to promote certain discourses. Together, these dynamics 

are assessed within the broader debates on peace journalism. 

Role played by The Chronicle 

In thinking about the role that The Chronicle assumed in its reportage of the Gukurahundi. a 

good statting point wou ld be to position the paper somewhere within Hanitzsch's (2007) 

framework for conceptualising journalism culture. The Chronicle belongs to Zimpapers, a 

company in which the Zimbabwean government has a 51 percent control stake (Afdelnfo: 

2007), a dimension which places the paper closer to the political power centre (Hanitzsch 

2007). The narrow distance between The Chronicle and the power centre (Zimbabwean 

government) casts the newspaper in a potentially loyal role, as opposed to offering an 

adversarial kind of journalism "that openly challenges the powers that be" (Hanitzsch 

2007:373). Loyalist media institutions are argued to " ... be defensive of authorities, routinely 

engaging in self-censorship, and serving as mouthpiece of the government or the party" 
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(Hanitzsch 2007 :374). Judging by the paper's sourcing patterns, it can be argued that The 

Chronicle was performing a collaborative role, which as Christians et at. argue, " .. . represents 

an acknowledgment of the state's interest - to which the media accede either passively or 

unwittingly, reluctantly or wholeheartedly - in participating in the choices journalists make 

and the coverage they provide" (2009: 197). Such collaboration ranges "from coercion to full 

acceptance of the particular arrangements and outcomes that collaboration implies" 

(Christians et al. 2009: 198). The nature of The Chronicle's collaboration is a matter of debate 

but to help think through the problem, we can draw on Held's (1995) conceptualisation of the 

conditions of collaboration. He argues that collaboration can be compliant, acquiescent and 

can also be characterised by acceptance (Held 1995: 160-162). 

The patterns of sourcing, angles taken on issues by journalists, language used and frames 

deployed in the stories analysed in the previous chapter, point out that The Chronicle was 

operating closer to the political power centre, was loyal, and therefore assumed the 

collaborative role across the three conditions that Held (1995) provides. The government's 

majority stake in The Chronicle might have induced some form of overt control, also justified 

on the basis of history (which could have forced the paper to be compliant). The newspaper's 

journalists may also have acquiesced because such collaboration was inevitable, since it is 

argued that under such circumstances "journalists avoid coercion and accept their fate" (Held 

1995: 161). It may also have been the case that journalists at The Chronicle willingly accepted 

collaboration or rather, actively collaborated with the political centre. 14 It is difficult to single 

out one condition to explain The Chronicle 's condition(s) of collaboration as all the three 

conditions seem plausible enough to explain its collaborative role. But it can be argued that 

The Chronicle's proximity to the political power centre explains why it constructed its stories 

within frames defined by government officials. It cannot be argued that the newspaper 

performed the monitorial role because it did not overtly challenge the political centre's 

interpretation of the conflict. 

However, the construction of sample stories within the ' unity' thematic strand shows 

consistency with the facilitative role. The reporters, taking a cue from the elite politicians, 

(especially government officials), tone down their invective against both PF -ZAPU and the 

'dissidents' . They also actively seek commentary from the opposition, albeit at a less 

14 This could only be established by interviews with the journalists, which were beyond the scope of this study. 
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prominent level in comparison to that afforded government officials. These two dimensions 

are consistent with the facilitative role, through which, it is argued, the media engages 

citizens in their effort to "clarify and resolve public problems ... facilitate the process of 

negotiation over the social, political and cultural agenda ... raise social conflict from the plane 

of violence to the plane of panel discussion" (Christians et at. 2009:158-160). But despite 

this, the newspaper cannot be said to have performed the facilitative role completely because 

the stories do not reflect that reporters were committed to an even-handed representation of 

different viewpoints. Instead the viewpoints of government officials were privileged over 

others which were only accommodated to the extent that they were in sync with the dominant 

frame. 

War/Violence Journalism or Peace Journalism 

Peace journalism, as has already been established in Chapter 2, is a normative critique of the 

mainstream understanding and practice of journalism which some argue promotes violence 

(see Cottle 2006; Lee 2009; Galtung 1998). Peace journalism is premised on a prior 

recognition and acknowledgement of the endemic and structural nature of conflicts. From 

this, it seeks to identify and promote constructive responses that prevent the escalation of 

conflict to the plane of violence (Cottle 2006:101). Below I assess The Chronicle's 

representation of the Gukurahundi conflict using three salient indicators of peace journalism: 

" ... the avoidance of demonising language, a non-partisan approach, and a multi-party 

orientation" (Lee 2009:261). 

The sample stories show that The Chronicle's coverage of the conflict was different across 

the thematic trends identified in Chapter 3. The 'dissidents ' and ' 5th Brigade' thematic 

strands show a pronounced ethnocentric construction. It is argued that ethnocentric media 

constructions of parties in any conflict " ... provide graphic descriptions of the other side's 

brutality and our people 's suffering", and at the same time "claims about our own acts of 

aggression and the other's suffering are either ignored, underplayed, or discounted" 

(Wolfsfeld 2004:23). Such constructions are accompanied by language which demonises the 

form and actions of the 'other' on the one hand, and on the other, justifies and legitimates the 

actions of those in whose favour the media are speaking. 
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Dissidents 

By referring to the other players in the conflict as 'dissidents' and 'bandits', The Chronicle 

creates a dynamic which pits one party against the other, the good and the bad, and the 

legitimate and the illegitimate. The subsequent effect of this construction is the use of words 

that describe or even prescribe actions deemed ' appropriate' against the 'out-group '. For 

instance, in the story headlined "Peasants Back Govt. War on Dissidents" (appendix El) the 

reporter encourages the continuation of violence by promoting Mudenda's call for "peasants 

to play a greater role in assisting the Government onslaught against dissidents" [3], 

discouraging them from "tolerating the presence of dissidents" [5] , and lastly by suggesting 

that the peasants had "said they would no longer tolerate the presence of people bent on 

destroying progress" [25]. In another story headlined "ZAPU Has Given Gov! Plans to 

Eliminate Dissidents " (appendix E3), the reporter uses phrases that promote an escalation of 

conflict. S/he writes of "plans to eliminate dissidents" [Headline], suggests "armed banditry" 

[2] as the major problem confronted by government, and points to PF-ZAPU's readiness "to 

help the Government in bringing down dissidents" [4] , and its (PF-ZAPU) suppOli for 

government in the attempt "to eliminate dissidents" [5]. The most aggressive tone is manifest 

in the story headlined "Return to the Fold, PM Tells Dissidents" (appendix E2). The reporter 

promotes a war frame through the use of aggressive phrases abstracted from the Prime 

Minister's speech. For instance, s/he quotes the Prime Minister saying "the government 

would meet force with brutal force if the bandits continued trying to topple the Government" 

[4]. The dissidents are described as involved in a "rebellion" which "sought to install PF­

ZAPU into power by force" [6]. The war frame is bolstered by the inclusion of a quotation 

which describes the government's answer to the dissident problem as that of redoubling " its 

determination to crush them ... " [13]. This suggests that stories within the 'dissident' thematic 

strand failed on the peace journalism indicator of avoiding demonising language. The 

constructions also promote an escalation 0 f conflict as they do not even suggest the need to 

establish dialogue with the so called dissidents, but instead emphasise confrontation. 

5th Brigade 

Stories in this thematic strand frame the conflict in terms of a fight from which should 

emerge a winner and a loser, which is typical of violence/war journalism (Cottle 2006:101). 

The reporters promote the government frame which casts the dissidents not only as an arch 
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enemy of government, but also by association, of the nation at large. The story entitled 

"President Hits at Church for Allegations on Atrocities " (appendix B5) does not leave room 

for a possibility of pursuing peaceful ways of dealing with the dissidents. It emphasises an 

irreconcilable rift between the government and dissidents. For instance, the reporter uses 

Banana to point out that "the government could not support or tolerate those bent on 

terrorising innocent and unarmed civilians" [3], that the dissidents were destabilising "our 

hard won peace and tranquillity" [5], and that the government had to intervene militarily 

because it couldn't "abandon the people of Matabeleland to the dissidents to butcher, rape 

and maim at will" [6]. What makes this kind of framing incompatible with peace journalism 

is the emphasis on differences rather than commonalities (Lee 2009:262). To begin with, the 

argument that the government could not tolerate dissident activity or abandon the people of 

Matabeleland to dissidents rules out consideration for a peaceful solution to the conflict. 

Furthermore, the story's association of the 'dissidents ' with violent activities such as 

destabilising "hard won peace and tranquillity" and butchering, raping and maiming 

rhetorically justifies and promotes violent action against them (see Gerbner 1992). In another 

story entitled "Nkomo. Smith Seek to Destroy Morale" (appendix B4) Nkomo and Smith' s 

criticism of the operations of security forces in Matabeleland is described as destroying the 

morale of security forces while boosting that of dissidents. The frame reinforces the 

distinctions between the forces at play in the conflict in ways that do not seek to locate a 

common ground from which peace initiatives can be developed. 

Unity 

The unity thematic strand reports are the closest to the tenets of peace journalism. In all the 

stories in this category, there is recognition that all parties have a role to play in achieving 

peace. In a story entitled "Prime Minister Renews Unity Call" (appendix B7) there is a 

recognition that Zimbabwe' s independence came about because of sacrifices by " .. . many 

young people from all tribes and regions" [5], that the two major revolutionary parties ZAND 

(PF) and PF-ZAPD may not " ... have agreed in terms of the political entity" [7] but shared the 

same objective of liberating Zimbabwe, that "there was always conflict in multiparty" [9] 

states, and that the parties involved in the conflict " ... must work out a positive path .. . " [15]. 

Such framing encourages parties involved in the conflict to reflect on their commonalities in 

order to develop strategies for peace. It makes everyone a stakeholder in the goal of achieving 

peace and also points to the ironic nature of the Gukurahundi conflict, in the sense that 
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former liberation war partners were now fighting each other. In another story entitled .. Unity 

Within our Grasp" (appendix B9), the reporter uses an active approach deliberately 

positioned in favour of peace. S/he draws on Banana's comments to promote peace. For 

instance the achievement of unity which is at the same time promoted as synonymous with 

the achlevement of peace is presented as the desirable outcome [6] and the way forward [6]. 

Unlike stories within the ' dissident' and '5 th Brigade' strands, stories within the 'unity' strand 

do not link PF-ZAPU to the dissidents, but instead emphasise the party' s role in achieving 

independence, thus raising its profile and making it a credible partner with a stake in 

development processes. The peace frame in the story under review is also manifest in the 

reporter's inclusion of the government's conciliatory tone towards political prisoners. The 

president is quoted saying " it is important that those who made mistakes yesterday be given, 

today and tomorrow, the opportunity to redress those mistakes" [13]. This sub-theme is the 

main frame of another story headlined "Dabengwa Freed: Four Others Released to 

'Facilitate Unity '" (appendix B8). However, the fact that all the stories do not suggest the 

need to engage the 'dissidents' in both negotiating a peaceful end to the conflict or in the 

unity talks, makes them fall short of the multiparty indicator for peace journalism. 

Peace Journalism and the Facilitative Role: Multi-Partyism or Interventionism 

There are two major approaches to peace journalism: interventionism and mUlti-partyism. An 

interventionist approach is informed by the belief that peace journalism includes: 

. .. taking a preventive advocacy stance-for example, editorials, and columns urging 
reconciliation and focusing on common ground rather than on vengeance, retaliation, 
and differences-and emphasising the invisible effects of violence. (Lee 2009:262) 

The interventionist approach is invoked and acceptable "in so far as that intervention allows 

the inclusion of a journalist's values and participation in community's dialogue, consensus 

building, civic transformation, and a commitment to social justice" (Lee 2009 :269). The 

interventionist approach critiques established, traditional, mainstream forms of journalism, 

challenging " ... foundational news values, dominant agendas, privileged elite access and so 

called 'professional' journalistic practices" (Cottle 2006:100). Interventionist forms of 

journalism such as peace journalism do not stay apart from the flow of events, as does the 

neutral and disinterested observer, but participates, intervenes, and gets involved to promote 

change (Hanitzsch 2007:373). This approach explicitly points to journalistic values such as 

objectivity and the news media' s pre-occupation with contlict as privileging war/violent 
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fi·ames (Lee 2009:259). On the other hand, a multiparty orientation to peace journalism is 

characterised by " ... an avoidance of good-bad labels, a non-partisan approach, a mUlti-party 

orientation, and an avoidance of demonising language" (Lee 2009:268). This approach has 

been criticised for its consistency with norms and values of mainstream journalism such as 

objectivity which have been consistently argued to privilege violence journalism (Lee 

2009:268). 

It has been argued above that the sample stories within the ' unity ' strand are a close 

approximation of peace journalism in the sense that the reporters tended to use toned down 

language, focused on the common ground, and promoted unity as a desirable outcome. The 

stories however, did not overtly criticise the violence that was perpetrated by all parties to the 

conflict. The only violence that was condemned was that by 'dissidents' and not the security 

forces. For this reason it can be argued that to the extent that The Chronicle met some of the 

principles of peace journalism, it did so from a mu_lti-party approach. This means that in 

terms of Hanitzsch's (2007) model of conceptualising journalism culture, the paper's 

approximation of peace journalism cannot be characterised as interventionist, but rather 

corresponds to a form of journalism whose epistemological positioning espouses the 

objectivity credo. Journalistic practices that are largely informed by the objectivity dogma, 

subsequently correspond with a multi-party approach to peace journalism since as Lee 

argues, " ... an avoidance of good-bad labels, a non-partisan approach, a mUlti-party 

orientation, and an avoidance of demonis ing language" are both less interventionist and 

extensions of the objectivity credo (Lee 2009:268). 

The mUltiparty approach to peace journalism is best positioned to perform the facilitative 

role. In their performance of the facilitative role, the media "promote a mosaic of diverse 

cultures and world views" and in so doing the media become accountable to the widely shared 

moral frameworks that orient the society in which they operate and give it meaning 

(Christians et al. 2009:159). They also "facilitate the process of negotiation over the social, 

political, and cultural agenda" through deliberation which is open to a "wide range of 

evidence, respectful of different views, rational in weighing available data and willing to 

consider alternative possibilities" (Christians et al. 2009: 159; Macedo 1999:58). In the 

context of social conflict, which is a major component of any political system (Christians et 

at. 2009:159), the media 's performance of the facilitative role is expected to "raise social 

conflict from the plane of violence to the plane of discussion" (Commission on Freedom of 
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the Press 1947:23). The importance of the media's potential in raising social conflict from the 

plane of violence to that of discussion, is manifest in the consistent desire to find ways of 

using the media to " ... establish solidarity among strangers" in much theorisation on the 

public sphere (Gamham 2007:203; see also Habermas 2006). 

From the nature of the discourses outlined in chapter 4 and above in this chapter, it can be 

argued that The Chronicle '.I' representation of the ' dissidents ' and the ' 5th Brigade' were 

shaped by the newspaper' s proximity and loyalty to the power centre (see Hanitzsch 2007), 

its performance of the collaborative role (see Christians et al. 2009), and the influence of 

politicians on the its editorial decisions (see McNair 2007; Gurevitch and Blumler 1990; 

Habermas 2006; Wolfsfeld 2004). The representations were predominantly constructed 

within the frame of war/violence joumalism. As noted in chapter 2, war/violence journalism 

representations are characterised by " ... an identification with one or the home side of the 

war; military triumphalist language; an action orientation; and a superficial narrative with 

little context, background, or historical perspective" (Lee 2009 :260). Sample stories within 

the strands of 'dissidents' and ' 5th Brigade' show that the government and military units 

deployed in Matabeleland were constructed as good, as the home side, and the 'in-group ' . 

Their actions were not only constructed as legitimate, but were also aligned with the socio­

political and economic aspirations of the Zimbabwean citizenry. On the other hand, 

'dissidents ' were constructed as bad, and a threat to national security and the welfare of the 

citizemyat large. This bifurcated construction of the players in the Gukurahundi conflict did, 

at the level of rhetoric, potentially encourage violence in the sense that the questionable 

actions of the security forces were rhetorically obscured in the name of national interest, and 

the subsequent emphasis on ' dissident' violence justified violent action against them. The 

manner in which the conflict and the players in that conflict were represented is significant 

because, as was argued in chapter 4, newspaper discourses and the rhetoric within them are 

always oriented to achieving real social outcomes (see van Dijk 2007; Richardson 2007). 

However, the newspaper' s representations of the ' unity' theme show a partial paradigmatic 

shift from war/violence journalism, to peace joumalism. The shift was partial because the 

reporters retained the word 'dissidents' in their stories and some of their sources such as 

former president Canaan Banana spoke of "the dissident element in the south .. . " as a 

hindrance to the achievement of peace. Such labels were the basis upon which the conflict 

had developed in the first place, and their continued usage left open the possibility of a 
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violent response. Worse still, the representation of discourses of unity did not meet the multi­

party principle required by forms of peace journalism which are not interventionist, as they 

totally excluded the voice of the ' dissidents' themselves. Notwithstanding this, sample stories 

within the unity strand show a shift from performing a blatant collaborative role to 

performing a facilitative role, a shift away from the power centre to a more accommodating 

form of journalism guided by the norm of journalistic objectivity, and a shift from 

war/violence journalism to peace journalism. This can be explained using Wolfsfeld 's 

postulation that " ... changes in the political environment lead to changes in media 

performance that lead to further changes in the political environment" (2004 :31 ).The shifts in 

The Chronicle 's tone can be argued to have been guided by the political processes that were 

dominant at the time, which as shown by the thematic trends, shifted from justifying military 

presence in Matabeleland to promoting unity and peace. However, this argument does not 

strip the media of its own agency in constituting the political environment. Wolfsfeld ' s 

postulation does leave room for the media to constitute the political environment, although 

questions remain about the relationship of influence between the politicians and the media. In 

other words, does the model follow a politics-media-politics cycle, or a media-politics-media 

cycle? Worse still, it can be asked whether these possible cycles are contingent on actually 

existing situations both in the media or political environment and/or cultural spaces defmed 

along specific temporal or spatial planes. 

In broad terms, the sample stories show that The Chronicle 's discourses on the conflict were 

centred around three major themes, 'dissidents ' , ' Slh Brigade' and ' unity' whose prominence 

in terms of coverage shifted over the 6 years under study. The 'dissidents ' and ' Slh Brigade' 

thematic trends were characterised by a war/violence journalism framing, and the 'unity' 

theme shifted towards peace journalism. The pattern suggests that the collaborative role can 

easily promote discourses that correspond with war journalism and that the facilitative role 

promotes a passive form of peace journalism characterised by a mUlti-party orientation 

couched within the norm of journalistic objectivity. In the next section I discuss the patterns 

outlined above from the perspective ofpolitical communication. 

Peace Journalism qua Political Communication 

As was argued in chapter 2, the realisation of peace journalism carmot be thought outside the 

structure and agency problematic. The structure and agency problematic is centred on the 
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political communication understanding that in thinking about the achievement of peace 

journalism, it must be appreciated that the media cannot be sealed from the "wider force field 

of politics and culture much less disembedded from the economic structures and logics that 

drive its performance" (Cottle 2006: I 03; see also Gurevitch and Blumler 1990). Cottle also 

argues that conflictual situations "position journalists and their professional claims 

concerning the public ' s right to know at odds with state and military efforts to curb and 

control the flow of information" (Cottle 2006:77). This tension, he argues, reveals "the bases 

of power under-lying state media interactions more generally (Cottle 2006:77). The shifts in 

The Chronicle 's discourses on the Gukurahundi conflict, their nature notwithstanding, show 

the influence of political players, especially those in government, on The Chronicle's content. 

These shifts in discourses, the nature of media roles and journalistic forms assumed by The 

Chronicle can be understood in terms of Wolfsfeld's hypothesis on the relationship between 

the media and politics that" ... most changes in the tone and content of news coverage reflect 

the shifts in the political process" (2004:25-26). The combative tone manifest in sample 

stories within the 'dissidents' and ' 5th Brigade ' thematic strands reflect the political divisions 

among the politicians themselves (ZANU-PF and PF-ZAPU). He draws on Entman to 

elaborate this argument: 

When leaders are able to generate a high level of political support in favour of peace, 
the press has little problem coming along for the ride. When elites are divided, on the 
other hand, the internal conflict itself becomes a major part of the story. (Wolfsfeld 
2004:26; Entman 2004) 

The shift towards a peace journalism frame in stories within the 'unity' thematic strand 

reflects the developing consensus on the need for peace, which at the time was promoted as 

achievable through the attainment of unity between ZANU-PF and PF-ZAPU. This shift in 

discourse can be understood in two ways proposed by Wolfsfeld (2004). On the one hand, he 

argues that "the greater the level of elite consensus in support of a peace process, the more 

likely the news media will playa positive role in that process", and on the other he argues 

that the greater the extent of shared media by conflicting parties, "the more likely it is that the 

news media will playa constructive role in a peace process" (Wolfsfeld 2004:26; 42). As was 

shown in chapter 3, the discourse of unity gained momentum in 1985 and 1986. At the time, 

both ZANU-PF and PF-ZAPU leaders were promoting the attainment of unity which was 

also expected to lead to peace (see story entitled PM Renews Unity Call-appendix B7, 

wherein Nkomo and Mugabe agree on the need for unity). So, in a way, there was political 
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consensus on the desirability of unity, and by extension, peace. Furthermore, both political 

groups were dependent on the same media, although ZANU-PF enjoyed more privileged 

coverage. It can be argued therefore that the nature of, and shifts in, discourses promoted by 

The Chronicle during the conflict are consistent with the theoretical propositions within the 

political communication paradigm referred to above. The argument by political 

communication theorists that media content is significantly influenced by both powerful 

political and economic interests positions the media closer to both political and commercial 

power centres in Hanitzsch 's (2007) conception of journalism culture which implicitly 

suggests that the media follow political processes, rather than influence them. The question 

that remains is whether the media actually just follow political processes, or whether they 

also help to constitute them. In other words, do the media re-present or represent issues and 

events? If we are to treat representations in the news media as discourses (see van Dijk 

2007:379), then the argument that the "discursive practice reproduces or changes other 

dimensions of social practice just as other social dimensions shape the discursive dimension" 

(Phillips and Jorgensen 2002:19) is instructive to the problematic of media influence on 

political processes. To elaborate on this, it is also necessary to examine the form of 

journalism that accompanied the shift in The Chronicle's coverage of the Gukurahundi 

conflict. 

Journalistic Objectivity and Peace Journalism 

Peace journalism is premised on a normative critique of mainstream or professional 

journalism (Cottle 2006: 100). Those who argue in favour of peace journalism, see journalistic 

objectivity and news values such as conflict, as bases for war/violence news frames (Lee 

2009:259). Journalistic objectivity has also been argued to mute "reportage of the brutality of 

war, and the suffering of victims, helping to turn war into a watchable spectacle rather than 

an insufferable obscenity" because of its "respect for the prevailing social standards of 

decency and good taste" (Hackett 1989: I 0-11). They argue instead, for a form of journalism 

positioned in favour of peace. However, another school of thought seeks to retrieve 

journalistic objectivity fi'om the dustbins of normative critics and rework it to promote peace. 

They argue that, in abandoning the goal of objectivity, ' corrective journalisms' such as peace 

journalism "tend to get their evidence mixed up with their emotions [ ... J seeing what they 

want to see rather than reporting aU that is there" (Calcutt and Hammond 20 II: 116; Hume 
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1997:5}. Cottle forcefully argues against the "corrective journalisms" abandonment of 

journalistic objectivity, noting: 

... what is needed is a broadening and deepening of war and conflict repOlting, not its 
universal replacement by an idealised view of the world as it should be, nor one that is 
representationally engineered to conform to a particular view of the 'peaceful 
society'. (Cottle 2006:103) 

If journalistic objectivity is to be understood as a commitment to truthfulness, neutrality 

(fairness and balance), an even-handed handling of different view points, emotional 

detachment (Calcutt and Hammond 20 II :98), then The Chronicle 's construction of stories 

within the 'unity' thematic strand can be argued to have been a fair commitment to the 

object ivity criteria. The significance of this point is that, comparatively speaking, the paper's 

representation of the 'unity' thematic strand was the closest to peace journalism and was at 

the same time consistent with the ethos of journalistic objectivity. This suggests that the more 

The Chronicle espoused the ethos of journalistic objectivity, the more it moved towards the 

values promoted by peace journalism. Thus in general terms, shifts in The Chronicle 's tone in 

its representation of the Gukurahundi conflict show that the more it incorporated the criteria 

of journalistic objectivity into its reports, the more it moved towards a multi-party approach 

to peace journalism. This scenario points to a more complex picture than can be appreciated 

at face value. It implies that the very criterion (objectivity) upon which proponents of peace 

journalism criticise mainstream journalism, is a source of hope for the promotion of peace 

frames. At the same time, if the media retain the criterion of objectivity, it may not be 

necessary to talk in terms of an alternative such as peace journalism, but rather an 

improvement of mainstream journalism (see Cottle 2006:104; Calcutt and Hammond 

2011 :116-117). In support of this argument, Cottle points out: 

The communicative complexities of actually existing journalism, however, are rarely 
acknowledged much less empirically pursued and analysed in generalising critiques 
[ ... J This is an oversight because they may well contain important seeds of hope for 
the advocates of peace journalism and others interested in expanding the range of 
views and voices, values and visions found in the news media and which are required 
for peaceful co-existence. (Cottle 2006: 104) 

This research has partially demonstrated that the objectivity credo, arguments from the 

perspective of political communication notwithstanding, brought The Chronicle closer to 

practising peace journalism. A conclusion to the thesis is provided in the next chapter. 
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Chapter 6 

Conclusion 

Summary 

This research analysed The Chronicle 's coverage of the Gukurahundi conflict which affected 

people from the provinces of Matabeleland North and South, as well as parts of the Midlands 

in Zimbabwe between 1982 and 1986. Chapter one provides the socio-political background to 

this study. It establishes both the political history that culminated in the Gukurahundi conflict 

and the contemporary political developments that continue to be shaped by that historical 

experience and which in essence necessitated this study. In addition, the chapter argues that 

in view of resurgent active discussions about the Gukurahundi conflict in various media, 

traditional or otherwise, it is also important to go back and analyse the nature of the 

discourses that prevailed in the media at the time of the conflict. Specific focus was placed on 

The Chronicle, a government controlled daily newspaper published in Bulawayo, 

Zimbabwe's second largest city and regional capital of the two provinces of Matabeleland. 

The premise for concern with the media 's coverage of conflict is set out in chapter two. The 

chapter argues that the media has the potential to contribute actively, through either the use of 

legitimating or de-legitimating language, to the escalation or de-escalation of conflict (see 

Hamelink 2008). It also argues that media representations are complex phenomena shaped by 

various factors which include the role(s) and types of journalism assumed by the media, as 

well as the political environment in which they find themselves. It is also argued that the 

types of journalism or journalistic practices and media role(s) assumed by a media outlet 

promote particular discourses that can potentially escalate social conflict to the plane of 

violence, or result in peaceful resolution. Using insights from the perspectives of political 

communication, normative theories of the media, journalism culture, peace journalism and 

their critiques, the chapter lays the theoretical foundation for the analysis of The Chronicle's 

representation of the Gukurahundi conflict. 

The research 's ontological and epistemological positioning IS couched in constructivist 

philosophy. It proceeds from the position that discourses are constituted by social processes 

in as much as they constitute such processes (Hall 1997; Phillips and Jorgensen 2002). Such 

positioning located the study within the qualitative research paradigm as outlined in chapter 

three. In addition to locating the research within qualitative research, the chapter also outlines 
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the research procedure or design used to arrive at the interpretations offered in Chapters 4 and 

5. The chapter also identifies van Dijk's (2007) approach to analysing macro-structures of 

discourse such as themes and frames as the broad analytical framework for the study, and, 

Richardson (2007) as useful for the close reading of the sample stories. 

Using the analytical tools provided by van Dijk (2007) and Richardson (2007), chapter 4 

explicates the discourses promoted, and the discursive techniques used by The Chronicle 

during the Gukurahundi conflict. The chapter shows that the newspaper's discourses, which 

were centred on the three main thematic trends, 'dissidents ', '5 th Brigade' and 'unity', largely 

framed the actions of the government and its interpretations of the political environment 

favourably. On the other hand, the dissidents, and to a greater extent PF -ZAPU, were not 

only framed in bad light, but as the enemy both of the government and by extension the 

people. It is also shown that PF -ZAPU was partially framed positively in stories whose main 

theme was 'unity'. 

The previous chapter discussed how the role(s), type(s) of journalism assumed by The 

Chronicle during the conflict, and the political environment in which it was operating, shaped 

its representation of the conflict. The nature of the newspaper's representations was then 

discussed in the context of the arguments on peace journalism in pa11icular, and the practice 

of journalism in general. 

Conclusion 

The evidence and analysis presented in chapter 4, show that news stories or representations in 

the news media, particularly those published by The Chronicle during the Gukurahundi 

conflict, were not innocent discourses. It is shown that discourses promoted by The Chronicle 

at the time tell us something about the intentions, wishes, and the mood of both the paper and 

the government; about the government's relations with the citizenry and other political 

players at the time; and about the then prevailing political situation (van Dijk 2007:377-378). 

The chapter also shows that those discourses were aimed at interpreting the political 

environment so that it could be rendered meaningful in particular ways by the paper's 

readers. Furthermore, the chapter demonstrates that such discourses were speech acts -

uttered to perform a social act, with a concrete purpose in that particular social context (see 

Austin 1962). 

88 



The interpretations promoted in stories whose themes were 'dissidents' and '5'h Brigade' cast 

the goverrunent's enemies as the villains who threatened national development, peace and 

unity. Conversely, the government was constructed as benevolent and acting in the national 

interest. However, stories that focused on the theme of 'unity' constructed the opposition 

party (PF-ZAPU) as a peer to the ruling party and worthy of recognition. These discourses 

were shown to have been constructed using techniques of argumentation (Richardson 2007) 

to show the 'wrongness ' of dissident activities as opposed to the ' rightness' of government 

actions, the probity of government officials as opposed to the improbity of 'dissidents' and by 

association PF-ZAPU, and lastly the undesirability of continued support for dissidents as 

opposed to the desirability of support for both tbe government and the national army (5 'h 

Brigade). It is demonstrated that these discourses were aimed at justifying the army's 

presence and actions in the provinces of Matabeleland and the Midlands, as well as 

mobilising the nation to support the 'government's war against dissidents ' . By extension, the 

discourses also promoted the condemnation and intolerance of 'dissidents' and PF -ZAPU by 

readers. The chapter also shows that the discourses in The Chronicle worked ideologically to 

establish and sustain ZANU-PF' s political dominance by presenting the government (led by 

ZANU-PF) and the party as just, and worthy of support, by obscuring the relations of power 

at play, by promoting an interpretation of unity that secured the dominance of ZANU-PF, by 

constructing the 'dissidents ' as an enemy of both ZANU-PF and oppositional forces, and by 

presenting the legitimacy of a ZANU-PF-led government as unquestionable (see Thompson 

1990). 

In Chapter 5, I argue that the discourses promoted, and discursive practices employed by The 

Chronicle show us that stories in the thematic strands of 'dissidents' and the ' 5'h Brigade' are 

consistent with the collaborative role of the media and those in the ' unity' thematic strand 

with the facilitative role (Christians e l al. 2009). Those stories that suggest a collaborative 

role also show a close relationship between the newspaper and government which 

subsequently also suggests that the collaborative role was assumed either wittingly or 

unwittingly, or across Held 's conditions of collaboration: compliance, acquiescence and 

acceptance (1995:160-162). Stories that suggest The Chronicle was performing the 

collaborative role (dissident and 5'h Brigade themes) also exhibit characteristics of 

war/violence journalism, while those that suggest it was performing a facilitative role 

('unity') exhibit characteristics of peace journalism (see Galtung 1986; Galtung 1998; Lee 
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2009; Lee and Maslog 2005; Cottle 2006). I also argue that the case of The Chronicle 's 

reportage of the Gukuralnmdi conflict shows that stories that did not espouse the norm of 

journalistic objectivity (,dissidents' and '5 th Brigade' thematic strands) exhibited 

characteristics of war/violence journalism, while those that espoused some aspects of 

journalistic objectivity exhibited characteristics of peace journalism. I also demonstrate, in 

sympathy with Wolfsfeld ' s (2004) arguments, that there is a relationship between political 

processes and media representations, although it is not easy to pin point the direction or force 

of influence. 

In the fmal analysis therefore, The Chronicle's coverage of the Gukurahundi conflict shows 

that in performing the collaborative role, abandoning the objectivity norm, and working too 

close to the power centre, the paper assumed characteristics consistent with war/violence 

joumalism. Conversely, in performing the facilitative role, espousing journalistic objectivity, 

and by allowing mUltiple voices expression, the paper oscillated towards peace joumalism. 

An in-depth institutional analysis might be a useful way of taking this research further. 
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Appendix A 

I. Thematic Distribution Trends - 1983 

2. Thematic Distribution Trends - 1984 

3. Thematic Distribution Trends -1985 

4. Thematic Distribution Trends - 1986 

5. Final Sample Thematic Distribution. 

102 



1. Thematic Distribution trends for 1983 

1983 Front Page Editorial Page 

Month Dissidents 5'" Brigade Unity Dissidents 5'" Brigade Unity 

January 15 I 4 

February 20 2 3 I 

March 9 3 3 2 I 2 

April 14 8 I 

May 7 3 3 

June 8 5 

July 11 5 I 2 

August 10 I 2 

September 4 I 1 

October 6 2 3 

November 10 2 2 I 

December 4 2 
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2. Thematic Distribution trends for 1984 

1984 Front Page Editorial Page 

Month Dissidents 5" Brigade Unity Dissidents 511 Brigade Unity 

January 2 3 3 

February 8 3 

March 4 2 3 2 

April 4 5 I 3 

May 6 2 5 3 

June 8 

July 

August 7 I I 

September 4 2 I 

October 3 I 4 

November 7 I 3 

December 3 I 
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3. Thematic Distribution trends for 1985 

1985 Front Page Editorial Page 

Month Dissidents 5" Brigade Unity Dissidents 5" Brigade Unity 

January 4 I 3 I 

February 2 I 

March 6 2 

April 3 I 4 

May 2 I I I 

June 6 I I I 

July 5 I 

August 5 3 4 

September 7 4 I 2 

October 3 I 2 

November 

December I 2 I 4 
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4. Thematic Distribution trends for 1986 

1986 Front Page Editorial Page 

Month Dissidents 5'" Brigade Unity Dissidents 5" Brigade Unity 

-January 7 3 

February 5 

March 3 2 2 1 

April I I 2 

May 3 2 

June I I 

July 5 3 I 2 

August 1 1 3 1 2 

September 5 2 

October 1 1 1 2 

November 4 2 

December 5 3 3 
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5. Final Sample Thematic Distribution. 

3.5 

3 

2.5 

2 

1.5 

1 
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Appendix B 

Sample Stories from The Chronicle 

Dissidents 

1. Peasants back Govt. war on dissidents 
2. Return to the fold PM tells Dissidents 
3. ZAPU ' has given Govt plans to eliminate dissidents' 

5th Brigade 

4. Nkomo, Smith ' seek to destro y morale ' 
5. President hits at Church for allegations on ' atrocities' 

6. Atrocities: Reporters fmd no evidence 

Unity 

7. PM renews urtity call 

8. Dabengwa freed 
9. Unity within our grasp 
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[17 January 1983] 
[02 July 1983] 
[04 July 1983] 

[15 February 1984] 

[08 May 1984] 
[11 May 1984] 

[25 July 1986] 
[OS December 1986] 

[19 December 1986] 



Appendix 61 - 17 Januarv 1983 

Peasants back Govt. war on dissidents 

......... 

' Chrolliri p. [(eportcr 

, PEASANTS in 1':1;)1010111110 have e:x.pre,l;~eu t h~i r ru 1J sup.port for -the Govet;nmenl's fight against dissiilcilb. 
This was revclI.lcd during a' two-day tour of .the dissitJent·,,'eat r J~s P'ict b) the Unclcr·St!(.'rclary ror Devel­
opment in MutalJ,· le.lnnd N f)rth. Cdi .. Jacob ~JtldeJ1lj!1. 

:y .:L Tsho!otsho has expericn· affected by the drought and with councillors and that . : . '~ 
, ~ ~ I cc.d a number of act!) or bAn- the effects of under the member-tn-charge of the ,; " 
. I ditry including" the recent de velopment, but the whole police should be llotl11ed if 

Dr. 

Hospital 
head IS 

·pic:ked 

. destruc tion or Govt!'rnmrnl country. - meetings were to be held. 
cons lructlon ~quipmenl" "What happened after About Min i:iterial ~is lts , he 

$2000000. tht! Govcrnml!i1 t had sent said he would talte the 
. Mudcnda called upon the m:lchinery, lhe experts matter up with the Govern-
peasnnts to play a and worl<crs? The machin. mcnt. 

!.!reater role in assislmg the erv Wil~ burnt and the R At one meeting thl; 
(,o\'ernlTient 0 n s I a II {; h t w01:){crs threat.cnw with pea-sants sang in Enghsh 

. dl.;sidenls. -,kath ," he sa:d. saying "Let's all work to· 
50cial cteve- r~ "Who $tands to lose from ~tth er a.. .. ont' Zimbabwean 

peace ill the all ch is dC::i truction?" Cdc: Kation". At another, , ! 
people mU "l co' Mudendtl al:ikcd, "Should W~m'3F) wore a r?,d T·slurt 

~li~;e~I~~l ol;t,~h: ~~t:h~~e l",w en· the Governmenl leave you With the e.mblem ~,eaC<"- · officers by exP'i?' a ione Workers and can. Zimbabwe - Unlty . . 
of dls::H' tractor~ are now afraid t~O Already in ·the dusty 

move into 1'sholotsho roads of TshoJoh,ho. vl1lagei 
h~c;JlI :i e thcy fear death and . are seeing drought rellcf 
dcs lrllction of their trucks ~rrying graIn 311d 

I-iHoperly." he said , seed to be delivered, to the 
and fo!) There ~\' el cloud ,. mu: . "'\ r easQllts. . . 

murs of, no. no. 110 , al.~'" Police and ' army 'units 
, the shaking of hend~ m dl~ escort the trucks and work. 

approval when Cde. d ' th < J b . lh "It wa:; you who sent the Mutlenda asked his que~. erg , o,ng elr 0 S 1Il e 
counc:ill C?rs to tell the Gov. til/ns. van ous areas. 
ernmeri! that bCcallSC of thcl h · k P"A"E I ed IT .,'1\ \IOU weI C ,.. Wht:n the peasants too . I':' \. ~ 
pro UIlS, ( OU.o;l J • II) the naur t l' ey 1I l1c{;cd It :2l. I 
hungry and ~hirS"lY . \h!l yo~~ had b': n dl fnClla 10 dis. "·But it is v~ry cos!iY· 1? I ' 
wanted p~n~ dnJ I ~·p"d r~, IIl1gli b h bt!lWl!en f\;al1011111 keep police ai\d . sojdJ'e~:! \11 ' 

for yo,l. "i I; Amlv 5cldiers anti d l~51 the field6 . on th~ roads Imd 
. dl nl\ hct:"~ use lhe'; all at work places 10 pr~tect 

wnn lc~l wad~ wor ,h" !>.une can1fJulb.ge j)eoplt· ilKa lns t dlssldenl 
Chronicle l<e/'llrtN Men. AIi~. 'r . att acks," eLi.,· Mudcoda 

and Ol ~.~Unt. o 1!' ~ d 
1 HI~ I1H"iiicul sU!lcrwtcu. nnu tea-P One peasant cI.:.lmed to j . 

dl'nl at MpiJo Hospit.tl. Cdc. Miluend:t ths i Ijone of "(r peace is ma.intRined, 
r. . . alUm I. a m l.1 M< I I on d 10 . t ., [) J C DI <. ~~:: :~~~~;~~;,ml~l~t';~,; said the lile e l e~tcd Mem berti ot that money could be used 

re~JXlndt:d 11.1 Par!iamt nt or l'l lsters HH eve pment pro]ec s. 
1'011 amI t\Vu lIul't-ing . requesls by . scndlllg e\,l!{ come to the d l "tnc~<? TI d t 
lera '~ere pici,ed ll!' by m<lchhiery, w ter an~ ~oad wards to meel nr.d ta lk to h(lv~ears~~rS:dl~d~~p~~~eend~ 
p<Jlicf! yt>"slt'Ti.la IlIvn'iiug. engl.neer~ i ~(:hoc! b~l ld.lOR.S f,,[ h;., ~eO;l I f' . lhat they would work in full 

IL WilS 1101 immcuiulciy and a chnlc were ShHlt!d. O . Ihey all end up .In co·operation wtth the law 
known why th,,)' Food was also ~ent through r ~hoJotsho aJmlnislrau"e enfo rcement officers becaU:lf' 
taken by the ",ulice. the drought relief progrAm· centre and yet we are ,the the)' wanted economic and 

n who carr)' thc ht:aV lelt ~ocla l development of their 
A t pokesmau I'tJT Mp ' ·thi!) was done ~nl'd en ." ~ards 

lia.id Iwo Wljf,)1'!uCU Pl'" the developmc1l! r7:: illl! tlliln aldO l:a.lled fOI -c;:::r .. 
jCt:l oUicers arri \'etl a l ' lhe lho.t benefi ts rul Mims te nsl Io'isi ts 10 wards Tney said thd; would no 
hu,piraJ hel'rt'een 9.aO of Zimbabwe and rt,.cuiaT meeting with . longer tolerate e presence 

their poil u· .,councihors. of people bent on destroylnj!. 
aud 10 a.m. alld look Dr he ~id . III Cde. Mud~nda replied progress. They had suffered 
Dlumini. Ihe tll i\tron It \'1as (\0\ the people of {"ha l ~e pe:asullts should enough, they told Cde. 
two nursing ejtl tcns awu)'. TshoJolsho only who were wo~:_.:~_~~_~~~~.atjo~~~~~~~. ___ _ 
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Appendix B2 - 02 July 1983 

RETURN TO THE FOLD PM TELLS DISSIDENTS 'Peace Vital for Development' 

ally 
:nee 
ODD, 

or 

h. 
lor 
he 
be 

, Qlronicle Reporter 

THE Prime Minis)er Cde Mugabe yesterday c.a lled on dissidents 
who have taken refuge in Botswana to return tf) Zimbabwe and 
join in the peaceful devt-lopment of the country. 

s It He was addressing a rally sensiUve nerve, and . was ties it did so irrespective of 
nee at Hwange Stadium a t the thereFore completely ull- t n bal. politlcal or racul 

or end of a day-long tour of ,Acceptabie. affiliation of the peoplf' can. 
one inspection of the mmmg r~ The Government's nn~wer cerncd, and cited education 
in- town. to the dlssident probl:!!11 as an example. 

Ipe- '2: ~ t.t was Cde Mugab.e's first :-vas there~ore . to redf'Hble OtlCde Mugabe said the 
ect- ~Slt to Hwange m two Jts determlnatlon to C.1 ush Government was lookln,R 
.Jon years, He repest.ed the call them, and til" Governm~nt into the question of a gene-
any f,or peace and umty he m~de had ample means to do It. raJ pay rise for Z,m . 

.. set Llen, emphasl,slng thaI w,lh. DOMINATED babwean., and an announce. 
Ol.t everyone s. co-operatIon 14 J ment rnl ght be mttde In II 
the tRsk of natIOnal devel?~. If there were those . who few weeks. 
ment would be more dlf\l' bt'lieved t hat the Govern. """"a. 

I.cult . ment which was dommat t':d ~\Vlth the drough t a nd 
..,. The Prtme Minis ter warn· by ZA NU(PFl could h: othe r p~oblems. the Gover~ ' 

ed diSS idents that tre Gov- replar cd by that o~ Pf · ment hoi:td not had an eas}' 
ernment would meet fo rce ZAPU throll J!h the harrel of year but the Government 
with brutal (orce if the ban· tht' gun. f h~y mus t he would look Into their 
dj ~s c..)ntmuf'.o tryinR to top- re-n1 indf'd thai they w~l! ld £rievance:i , ' : 
p!e the Government. uJIOt find ' hi~ party w~mlln).t: . ~ . .-

' ~ c:;. , Cde ~'h!::!8he said t.he (fov.OI'T The Prune MIOI!-.ter u r~ed 
CONCERN ern"nenl wOllld nl?' ver a llow the people to work hard 

Dealing with develop~ a situation to c1evelop and to continue sending 
ments of the past two yea rs, w!l ich d id not reflect the money to their people In 

} 

C 

1m, 
im. 
ba· 

Cde Mugabe said two of Wishes of the people. 
them continued to cause the l'b t '. should t'le understood, ~:;r:;u:;r a:;I:;::.:;re:;a:;s:;. :;:::;:::;::;;;:;:::;::;:;;;;:;;;;: 
Government great conce.rn . therefore, tha t any :let inn I 
l~es~ were the rebellion the Government took aAains.l 

bv dl~SHien ts who 50u~hl to d Issident.. WRS in the-
Ins tall PP·ZAPU into power n~Uonal -in terest. 

ate by force and ·the drOUghl l':l. . G ttl 
Im~ tha t had swept the counlry r 1 he ove rnmen wan CC I 
:he ' to see ab~ lute p('ace r('· 

"t
.or two seasons., turning to Zimbahwe. and I 

Ick It ~as Tl O~ ~nyone ~ fault. it Wl\ ~ sati sfied that the-rt taximen tor 
~he. he Prime M inister said, that were people in ' PP.7.APU 

;~i :~:7;:V::n~:nrr~O~;dhe~~~~ Jh~O Ci~~:;:~m~~~ . goal ~ Hi; ~a~~~~~nliRinM~~b~~b~~ 
dls~lden.ts for lh~lr activilies m It was for th is 'reason Rlwdl'sbn r el( llll t' ri P' 

l iU which In many cases had that the Governnll .. ,H had pe.fl'w aI \'''cst l (Ind .,n 
halted badlr needed d evel- not h nned PF.ZAPU . to III tI).: IMrttl I" :, I.!u urt yl~S· 
opment proJects. .. prolYw t l; unity to huild terti.I }, dHl (Cl!d w ith 

Cde' Mugab~ s.ald 21mba- Zlmhahwt'. All Z l mh~b. l,}kltl[! l<ixi ridc~ wilh· 
rr. bwe had 8 majOrity Govern· Wf"all ~, had a role to play to vu t ( !l l..' monel' ~(). pay 

ment of the people ~mder achie\'(> this asp!rali {'ln. lur th ('lll . 
the banne r of ZANU (PF1, , ... I t1 0 Rccs D.I\' ICS (31)) 

After winning the 1980 I) A Y HI Sl!: !If 0.1 Ii .\. cd address, 
~Ie~tions. ZANU (PF) had ret Cde Mugahe !.aid thp piel.,d~d gu ill y ttl de-
Invlted PF·Z!tPU And the peop l.... of Hwa n;.:e, wh. ' lraudlllg two ta.d 
th. n RhodesulO Front to formed:l di versi lv of tnhe ', driven. of the ~qulvitl. 
jom in a .,government of had. di'Olnns t ra trd t al 7. 101' ant or about ZS126 by 
national Unl y. babw(!ans could wnrk to. taking long rides around o Thls was 8 hand of friend· gethc for the common London on May 28 and 
ship which . the other parties good . 3" alld thrn falline to 

II. had to rec,pr:o~ te . ~ For its part . the Govern- pay fur (hem. ft.'ports 
A "edThey

, had tns~ea~ e~~~~ld-..(;ent was alwa~s rcadv to I fr~OL~dun . RAJIHAEL 
10 " on y one an, 1,: e promote th is spint of 
If hldlng t~e one ~hat held a mu ll -I co-ope atlon in the Sf)cial lnqlJ lry repMts 
l· gun behl~d the~r back. , servitC' of the nation, the I wen' prepared and re~d 
'~Th prJ Minister <;ald by the- ma~i s\rale, Mr 'I e me ' ~ Prime Minister s;)id. E, ', •. {' , o" ,ther who .\inid If Duble·dealmg by those... .• . n 

[J. 

Ill! 

Ju' 
U_ 
Ur 
1I/ t 
l li l 

, 
II\' 
I" 
la: 
ho 
bo 
. 0 

rh 

• 

concerned had t ouched the ... 1 W!len the G~"ernm,!nt , thal they showed Rccs· 
:. ~o::::nI:n_en_t. on its most pro\'Jded communtt ' fac::~'I~I :..' ~============= 
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te 
1" 
dt 

.... 
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Appendix 83 - 04 July 1983 

ZAPU 'has given Govt plans to eliminate dissidents' 

.u t 
Ice 

t 

, I'F,ZAPU has put prop~sals to the Government aimed at eliminating 
lh,· I'r,,[tleUls of armed banditry in Matabelelaud, the party's, acting 
i'r,,~itlt'lIt, Cde Josiah Chin.amano, said yesterday. 

Cdc Chinamano. who WaS '0 Cde Chlnamano said the r-~=-------:--
addreSSing a partv meeting party's presIdent, Dr Joshua Nk h' 

' at Harare's 'A rcadia Com· ,:kom(' noW in Britain, left ruma , s 
mLmity Hall, said armed the country after reliable 
banditry was the major sources had informed him 0 rthr 
problem that contronted the I thaI bis life was in danger . ve OW 
Government. , But when Dr Nkomo left 

"I want to make it clear he did not saY,he was going , regretted 
that PF,ZAPU does not t~ live in exile and die 
support armed banditry and there. GHANA'S MinIster of CuI, 
that arme d banditry is nol l:l Cde Cillnamano said ne ture and Tourism, Asiedu 
the maklng of PF·ZAPU. was preparEid to step down Yir~nkyi hao admitted that Cf: "PF·ZAPU has no right if his party was not satis- the overthrow ot Ghan.'. 
or ability to stop that kind lied that he should act duro first President, Dr Kwame 
of dissidence, But like all ~'ng D. Nkoma's absence. Nkrumah, was a great mis· 
goud Zimbabweans we are " take and. ,a major setback 
prepared 10 help the GOY' We could look for some- (or his ~ountry. 
ernmen! in bringing down body to to,ke over as ,tctlUg Speaking yesterday at the 
diSSIdents. pesldent In th.e ~bsence of 'world conference of Journ •. 

Cdc Nkomo WIthIn the PF· 
UNITY TALKS ZAPU central committee.' lists in Pyongyang, capital 

h 'd of the Democratic Peaple's 
"W~ have put forward I" e sal . Republic of Korea; Cde 

plans an.; Ideas to the G,)V, T" He said he would be wlll- Yirenkyi s~i~ the overthrow 
ern m. " l w ~ha t diss;denls illg to give way 10 anybody of Cde Nkrumah In 1006 
can 0" el ,minated . We "ay who was prepared \ to take Was an ~yent which maue 
lo 1he (jovernm ent, we are over as acting president un- Ghana and "for that matter 
wl l ~' yuu III your attempts til such a time when Dr Africa .and Africa's quest 

~ I)to eLm,",t. dissident>!," Nkomo returned home. for unity, and progress suf. 
H 'aId it wa5 W 0 t fer a maJor .setback". 

e , . r nil a WILLL"I G , DesPl'te thl's setback. he assume that only the PF- IC!'" 
ZAPU Ministers and Deputy I~ But so far, he said. the noted, the people of Ghana 

, Minlslers were the people PF',ZAPU central committee were once aga in on a eourse 
,we who supported the Govern· was willing to have him act of a ,",opular revolutionary 
rid ment. as the party's president in process under the leader· 
'us: i Cd. Chinamano said it,,,the absence of Dr !'I.komo. ship ot Flt·Lt Jerry Raw-' 

ne T;"as necessary (or ZANU b Cde Chln,,",an~ said the linHgs. , I ' 
(PF) and Pf.ZAPU to for"e fact that t!,e PF·ZAPU ceo. e crlt clsed attempts by 

hat 
ith­
~de 

"k· 
!Od 
,abi 

Unity looelher but "nNo tral commlttee, was prep,ar- the Western Pre.·s to deni· 
Nth h grade and delile his 

unitv will be forged at the ed .0 ave 1m as acting country's revolution .. to mis, 
top level without consult· p:esldent ~ho:",ed t,hat. there , inform th, world of event.. 
ing you, lhe po va," he told was no tribalism wlthm the taking place in Ghana", 
party members. f~arty . ,.. ";he Minister , attributed 

Although Cde Chinamano .,.. He .pr~ised t he Gove'!>. Ghana's under-development 
told the patty followers ment In Its efforts to tram largely to imperialism. _ 

ere thot he did not hnve any. !eachers sayioll that bring- Ziana. 
,est thlnJl to report to them on 109 In expatnate teachers 

the unity talks, · he claimed h should he a last measure. 
on. the ZANU (PF) concept a f rO He also commended tbe Gaddafi off 
Ind unit}' Was that everyone Governmcn.t for the way It 

must become its member was handling the reseWe-vas 
10M 
md 

. rncnt scheme bu t wa rned 
"This is a non-starter. that the resettlement areas 

Ther(,.' are other ways (~at.. could become depleted of 
[sining lInHy. When we ll"tural vegetation if m~a .. 
have something t6 report to sures were not taken to pre­
you on the un ity talks we vent the wanton destruction 
will do so." 'of trees. - Own Corr .. Ziana. 

Ubyah leader Cde Muam. 
mar Gaddat! left Moroccc 
yesterday after a four-day 
"friendly working visit" 
that Included a series of 
meeUngs with King Hassao 

. n, It was the firs: visit to 
Morocco by Cde Gadda6 In 
14 years. - Ziana-AP . .. . ----------'---.--~~-
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Appendix B4 - 15 February 1984 

Nkomo, Smith 'seek to destroy morale' 

-
THE leader. or PF·ZAPU · tailing to reJ.lort the pre- now assumed "a new . 'rote ,1+ Cde Nkalft said the PF· 
and tit e Republican sence of dissIdents in the - . that of "publicity seere· ZAPU leader had then 
F D L 4ftrea. tary for dissIdents" adding- related to him a catalogue 

rant, r Joshua N ... omo Dr Nkomo claimed that t'He wants to use this House of cases of aUeged' alro­
and Mr Ian Sthith, were sJnce the curfew was im- so tha~ dissidents can hear eWes which, he said were 
angrily attacked in th&. posed about three weeks that he .. stu l. speaks on their beiqg committed . by secu-
HOll Cff A emhl 'ycs* ' ago, several chIldren hadQ: behalf. . rity forces In curfew areas 

8e BI Y coJiapsed and others .had (J As for Mr Snllth, ' Cde aC Matabeleland South 
te~d~y hy Gov~ent . d ie~becauseoflackoffood . tvobgo dId not . understandac- "I told him of' the 
MinISters and haclchen- in tbe are,a, why Mf Smith should wantt....lGumede story tha ~ he" is on 

'·chen (or trying to lowerS The debA.te became more to contlflue to speak for the record IlS having scl1d 
th l ' f °t heated and rowdr a~ the white community he no GumE'de had been killed 

e mo~ e 0 ~ecur.J y. RF leadC!. Mr .Smlth JoJned longer represented. and that the story he wa:s 
.' fo~ ~hile hooltlng that hands W!tp Dr Nkomo .inO Returonig to tht: PF· giving me cou ld be the 

Qr dlSudenu, " . rndemnJ~g the 1 sec:glty f ZAPU leader, the MInister same us tne Gumede stOl'Y," 
. . arees, an accus ng " em said "at some point. thiS Cds Nkaln sll.ld 

Emotions ran hl8h , and of falling to protect the Government , will have Lo f":': The Minister'said he and 
tempers fhu;ed, . during ,the Interps ts of white ~a rmers say enouph ts enough reo 1:)0 Nk h 
debate on the a~ournment I in· Ma.tabelcland. ~. , r orno ad agreed to 
at the House, ' after Dr b The leader . of the House, gardless of, "';',hat the SIze mect in 8 uJawIlYo this week 
Nkomo mide' fresh allega. Cde, Eddlson Zvobgo accus'Iof the man IS , So the PF·ZAPU Jeader could 
lions ot atrociUes commit· , ed the' two of trying to The PF.~~PU ~:adr lliho show him where the people 
ted by serurlty forces In lower the morale or the kept poun Ing !oS" ea er aJlegedly murdered by the 
the curfew areas In ' Mata~ , forces while boosting that a,rm .~est, sho~ting you are security forces bad been 
belelarld South. !l!.f dissidents. ' hars to Cabinet M~nJsters, boried, but he was surprised 

He claimed six people T. Cde Zvobgo who Is the " was warned several times ~ to hea~ Dr Nkomo ralsp. the 
had 'been killed by security Minister of Justice, Legal the Qeputy Speaker, ~ C issue tn the Assembly, 
forces In Kezl and buried and Parliamentary Affalni, Bllssopo Mayo. to be qUJet,,~ During theoir meetioii Dr 
jn a shallow grave because said the nation should not , 10. what had become a T Nkomo had cJalme a 
they had been accused of fo rget that Dr Nkomo had /rOWdY debate, ' woman from. FIlft'busi told 

. Cde Zvobgo saId be would him (Dr .Nkomo) he (Cde , 
not reply to most ot the Nkaln) had , shot and killed 
allegations made by Dr a YOll0f! man who had 
Nkomo as these would be asked hun a question at a \i 

-___ .Jl~ Ll 
dealt with "blow by blow'" roily he addressed in the 
by Security !'-1imsters , who ,.area, 
were not in the House at Ig, "I told him he was 
he time. hajJPY be had not called 

]eson - . ~ 
-- I:l 51reel 

The Minister of National for a Prf',ss conference and 
Supplies, Cde ' Ett~ Nlt8ia that I would convey reports 
disclosed he had spoken to of both Incidences to the 

l,~ I Dr Nkomo in ' Harare on Prime Minisler and the 
Sunday after the PF·ZAPU MInisters of Defence and 
leader t elephoned him ;"t his t,Jiecuri.t.Y," he added . 

[ 
TERMINV$ 

'5 

Jula St:No· more cars 

i ·'0 th n. 
a-

"c ty 
' .. 
'II 
' u 

Street whtch ' wIll be 
clo.ted l6 that llat out­
.. ide the bu. terminu, 
wh e re there was: the 
greatest concentratCon 
0{ pede:strion traillc in 
the city, .aid City Roads 
Engineer, Mr Brian 
Louth. 

The area had devel­
oped into a very danger-' ..... _ M_ .... ' __ .. ~ ~_ .. ~ - ~ 

,.afeguard people walk­
ing aeros~ the road from 
being run over by ears . 

In a warning to the 
public about the closure 
of Lobengula Strec t. the 
Town Clerk. Mr 10.>1 
Edmeade8. ashed 1110tor­
f::ts· to tnhe note of the 
cloud ~ection and ad, 

, Jus.!; t.hel~, routes. 

112 

I 

~
ome. 1 ... , Cde Nkala Ilccused Dr 

( "When I gol to his house, Nkomo c ( trying to cham-
de Nkomo told me his 'p ion the cnuse of the 

cousin bad been taken by· Ndcbele. "I am as much a 
security fo rces from Bula· Ndebele as he is. The issue 
wayo to Keu and that he ," of Ndebeles is also at 
believed him to have bee.n concern to me alS it is to 
killed," he said, . him. but he incites Nde--

Sun sends 
runners 
berserk 

nJE midday sun proved 
too much for runners In 
• Ugandan cross·country 

'race la.'rt weekend -
many went benserk In 
the beat And threw 

. bottles at speclalors or 
startt'd 1il,>hts with other 
runners. 

Shortly a[Ulr Iht start­
Ing gun went off, many 
of the 500 funnerR were 

beles to rebel agalJlst the 
Government." 

He regretted speaking In 
e manller he did "but 

. it . is necessf'lry because 
there is need to cut Nkomo 
down to size:'. 
, j'He: bas gro'Wn too big · 
YOt himself. He has grown 
too biJ for the lIaUon. He 
has gro'wn too bIg for the 

de-beles." 
Cde Nkal!! Bccused tha 
-ZAPU leader of trying 

t o divide the nation because 
of his personal ambitions 
whkh hud not been fulfilled. 
-. Z ana , 
• r'acltament on Page 5. 
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President hits at Church for allegations on 'atrocities' 

e: 
,. 
LeS 

~d 
It lmiulry 
u. Invited 
I from the 
eels of \.be 
secretary, 

laid tn 

~·n invited 
IlIonn_lres 
Isslon OJ" 
lnlstraUve 
kel t v iews 

I It Ilatted 
In{Qn had 

with In­
over lhe 

.lna that 
Iple aHeel­
l\ 'ean4. 
:overed all 
e.1 ayatem 

lncludin. 
tax. eODl~ 
tax. talCIt-· 
legal and 
lubUe ez~ 

provlalon 
neral corn­
s tenna ot 

h. publla 
only the 

wanted.. 
board or 

os had gone 
respective 
the cum· 

om In last 
voultl con~ 
1n Au&usL 

'PRESIDENT CaD a «Q continue to support " the 
o • heroic ' e ft'o rL'I ot the people 

B.n!l.na yeaterday critic la- or tho&e countries who 
ed the Church Co\' in«kinK were tryin a to eradlcat. 
allegation. rrbout arfnY colonialism and the repu,", 

- • 'I bel I ~ t:{:;l"\t system ot f1parth(O; ld • 
. "troCHlea lJ1 1> ata e anll "The World Council crt 

South uying theee were urches stooo by us In., 
hued on · ' go~ .. ip ann our hour at need. We hope 

.hearsAv picken from the It will not fall the people 
' I' . or Namlblil lind South 

.treet.. • Africa . Zimbabwe, on itt 
))6r1.. hu no intention or 

He IIlld In Gweru the kissinR the face or Apar­
Government tta.s both • .IJ1c1d ,r the President said. 
legitimaltb~ lI tduti !~~\lr~O(~~ rO In' Indepen dent AfrJCAJ\ 
respClns I '1.0 states the Church had to 
Barety of all Its citlzenll. ~~ help ther;e counlrtc,!J atula 
can therefore never be Go economic and social IndI!O 
emment policy to liend the 
national anny Into Mat.· pendence. A lthough ~ lhe5. 
b lei nd to exterminate the countries had won political 

f: a independence. they wen 
Ndehele people. stm battling l egaCIes Of the 

flowever. Cdc thtna",'1 past su ch "'s meAgre In~ 
Bald, the Government could dustrlal Infn:!ltructul'e, un­
not liupport or t(lle~t~ tho:!le der-developed and under­
bent on tcrrorl,!J\ng.mnoeent IItJlI • .ed agricultural lec' 
and unarmed d vth:ms. ton SCArce foreign cur-

Qfflclally opening th~ ren~y and an unfavourabi. 
Southern Afr-lcftn region" climate of inequltable · trad-
meeting of ·the ~rba n/tural Ins patterns. . 
mission of the World Coun- COLONIAL 
ell or Ch\lrches ..... hlch i,!J fq. 
being .thmded by delegates "We are painfully aware 
from efght Southern Aftl' that whatever little deve­
can countMes, Kenya, Llbe-- Joprn enl there was In our 
r ill, th e. German Democrotlc colonial PJlJ st . It was dell­
Repu bllc and Canllidlt. Cde ber:o.tely · ge.ar ed to serve 
nanllnll s!'Iid It was untor- the Ir.t~rf!$ta of our tormf:t 
tunate lonocent dv\llll.nJl col onlscn.. and this hu 
found themllel .... et; clnlght in l~n bellind a legacy. In 
crou nre between lIecurJty which ou r countries n. 

· orce.!!" and d i!'lsldents. r,ermanently bound, In an 
"This Is Indeed I. tragic nferiol" poaltion to the 

.ltua tlon but It Is only the entwhile colon ial &ver­
re.!lUlt o f a d!!eper problem lords." he said. . 
- the problem brought fC" The President Aid th. 
about bv tho!!"e who unlaw- t-Church also had an urgen t 

· (lIlly look IIrms to deatabl- tuk t o rebulkS whet It had 
Ibe our .hard won peace And unwIttingly helpod to 

J tunq ll!li ty. . de"troy basiOl!llly by portray­
Co "V/ha t WIlli my Goven'!:- Ing ChristIanity .s .ynony-o 

ment expectf'.d to do? To be, mous with Wem:em eultun. 
sel:r:ed by an Qverwhelmlng L Decau.e ~ Wutem 
tit of In'''rtla and paralysis, '1.ulture · wu forced UpOIl 
and .Imply rold lts arms, the people who h"lld their 
and abandon the people 0 0"Wll . cultures thl.l had 
Matabeleland to the tl illSl

d
- re. ultr.d in a debMed" 

dents to butcher, rape an d i~ torted and auperftelal 
aim I'It will?" ' product which "'a, nalther 
call in/{ on the Church to dfrkan Dor mil), W eatD",. 

work wil h the Governm.nt. , r: ''What. r am. aayin, · 11 
he said the Church mutt .imply thla: Christianity I, 
not. be ~hY" to offer c~nstruc- not synonymous to Weste.MI: 

· tive cntlc.ism. But Ih con- hlfltory, W~ .. t.rn ch'IlI .. ~ 
de.mnatioT1 nf governmenls t.ion. 'Ne.rtC!'rn culture or 
And prl'ldh:.t1ons o~ dire mythol orY1

» Pre&ident 
consequence., must not be I(,Inan1l. .sa d. .. 
bAsed on hearsay and ~Oll~ "When a rlv~ flOWf 
1I1p plCl':ed up In the st reets. hrough rM!IOlI lie ..... te .. 

"Such unproven infornta- beconlef red. It Chrhtlanlty 
tton Is not sometbtng to hllll to no,.... r.rf':oely and 
preach sermono; on trom ft"rmanentJ y In Atrlca, Itt 
pulpits, or rush to the Dl Age r y, idiom and 
Press and o; reatf: senu- character mllst be African. 
tlonat news hetldl!nes. aDd · 1 make n o apotoSi. 

"1f th" Churcb had to be tor t hat.'"' Midland .. 
oon5tructive In Us pro- T-=RO.CPCO='ct='o'.'--_ _____ _ 
nouncmnent.!l It must In 
addition to convIction. have 
proot and lIublltlintiated 
evidence _ eSf'r.ctaUy J( It 
must criticise elected BOV~ 

tnment.!." . 
Cde "(\I\nana. laid the 

Indian fuel 

Chure.'-l lIhould help in trr 
jng to achlev<'l econ(lmlc 
and . ()C11ll Indepondence In a. commls- Third World countrlp.s To 

not Idlo In d o ' this the Church had to 
• ('(Iuntrl.. help In effecting change'S 
"aterlaJlII Ob In the tnterf'.5t.~ 01 the poor, 
S .or tbelr the hUDrry find the oppres­
~nc:e wbleh .led. 
11 tor their (, t n Sou lh Africa. And Na' 
Corr. mlblA the Church had to 

INnfAN nucleAr '.tdent1ett 
havf!o successfully produc+d 
an Indigenoul fuel tor a 
tut'br"eder test "acto' 
nearing completion ouu ld4 
Madras, the head of India' , 
atomic en.ergy programm. 
announced yeater<tay. 

The tu.el Is II mix ot plutO 
nlum and ura.nium carbide. 
the Atomic EnerlY Com' 
mission chairman, Mr R.aJ_ 
Ramanna sa.ld. - Zla.na· AP, 

P . 21 • M _ _ • '-" _ • •• Ji .. ~ 
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Appendix 86 -11 May 1984 

Atrocities: Reporters Find no Evidence 

Chron.icle Reporter 
I ':A FULL, .day~s ,intensive tom of Mltwheltland So:ut'h yestel:dny 

by. about 50 local and foreign journalists iniled to establish 
.evid~nce of 8:Ilegations of maSii ivc an'ocities and massacres of 
ciyiliaus hy m embers of the Nn tional Army whQ arc currently 
engaged in a c~mpaign to rid th e area of dissidents. 

!2. Thlt JOlJrnllllsts had bun two alleged i l'nvu tn which and he hdd no 'eyewUness 
.Uowed to ' So to any plAce sIx people are allegedlY ~vldcnce (If It. 
in the ' province "and spt.:ak burled accordJng to ev!' ,,1,4 S peaking bf'!ore tho de, ' 
to people of titer choice. dcmce of ,\I, half SflriOUS man pirture- for Bulawl\Yo, Dr 
:rh" .army had oply provided purpotJl'\i to be the father Tslmba said the Journdist3 
liocurlty for them, or Olle or the dead, ~rl· had ~I.'ell Cor thclIIselveJ: 

~ At the cnd of tile day the alnly cannot bf: eql1ated to that contrary to oversea!! 
Jourllallsts were at Kcu genocido or ~o 000 people Preu report~, Mlltabeleland 

An 0'> 
b.-ie-Ie 
guns, 

wh 

J 

ehewn two mounds ot what "s reported lly M l Ood'''(n,'' South was not mllllarised 
were .,Ueaedly graves of six , -"ld Or Tslmba, and oeltht."t' WilS Iher!! -an), THE 2 
c1vlllana. wha, aecordmg t o ~ _ Enr ller, at MaLollos MI,· CotlCIUlIlVC evldenc!!: of .lIel;· uuiJorll' 
• locJJ chLef Mr. Ptuh:d lion, I ~oc .. 1 prl~l , Re v aSian, or IItrocltles or a eno' 
Slthole. had beeA IIhot by . Luke SlbAnda (-19), ;aVe a clde on a mu,lvco sCllie. mental"' 

If 
.&CUrlty rOred delajled 'aCOOUllt u(· ' hOW'; _ _ -,-~.=-:S:':'~P~'~'~'_7:..-_ _ -,-~,w::ayco:.:.!y 

ATtny commandu Geo nve dissident! tobbed. h im 
Re.x Nhonao who t~aelhllr and the church ov"r.eer of N · 
with police' Commissioner ~~:b'le: watch and othor . amI" hI" a p. 
\ylridxaYl Nguruve. had ac- ,. Y "ThO! . dl;llllde~ts then 
cornJ}lnied the JOUlna1lst.. , :allthert:d schoolchildren, In' 
offered to dig "the .Ueged aulled them a nd ordered t lk " L 
.r.:!u to check Mr Sithole'li them to ,trap naked. 'rney , a S In u 

~ a.1leaaUon. IIlld they wet'C the ZIPRAs 
.::;;1 But one at the villagers, and could shoot u~ becK"se 

Cde Albert .Mdluli who had we wp.re helping the COy. set to st, 
earlhu cl~tmed to he the ernnllml," .ald Rev Slbanda. ( 
father 01 one or the civlll8.0S t.S' The nurse.ln.charge . t 
buried there said be thought the rolu lon'.!I iuu pltGl, Cde REP RES ENTATIVES of SWAllC 
th" soldiers had r t'moved SeUna Morn, nllQ Save Nomlbia's intuI\41 pollUcllo1 SWA. 
the bodies and bumtlil them, de tails ot tWo girls who hll.d pllrtle.!! a rrived In Lusaka Sam NL 
M\I;ed how he could tell he ' bellln burnt by . d issidents yell tllr .:ny. In a conciliatory nw'o"~IOY 

" 

liatii a" .twl, had " be~D after they refused to tell moo(! tor erl!c!al u lka on .. d 
broken. the b~ndit. 'A'beIO the lIul ~ lndllpendencc ro, th ld l doli' eeasefir 

earlier when tbe team ot ellers woe\". putl:ld territory, wlI. r IIi 
'Joumalbtll arrived lilt the ' "We Afi' twre to d b cu.u All'lcal1 
home of Father OabrJel they THEATMENT In,J"pendenec for Na mlbhl, N1l.mlbl 

'saw .. Rf'QUP' of about 10 (I:, . but before we reach th ll t Prete 
women and threa 'men walt. Cde Moyo also said. a IIt.ge we mus t ta lk ,.boul not sit! 
In B, Father Gabriel, 8 C.U)o n~er ot \. tople hat! cnnUl . n,c-oncUiatlon." Mr Dirk has lie ' 
"1Ie: ; prIest had b"'l\n tho for trel1l1nent re-suILlng Mlldge , chairman of the SWAP! 
ori,:lnal so'uice or tbe alleg" · drom lWAtlnglIo. DornocraUc Tm'flball " Iii- "defcm 
tiQDS, IT Sbl!" nlli. 5~ml" of her Ince IOTA), told reporters Mear 

~ The Director of Inrormo' C"tlenls bad liPoId they were at th . Blrport: ~l;~~~ 
ttPD. Dr John nlmba, who a~rJl~~1l ~~t ~:!I~I!~rl~h~~ c(J~~n~~~ ~r ~~: ~uf~j. Town: 
Ic~ the ncw",men nottIJ. that ~I) evidence of th is. Party Confeu _nCI: (MPC) talka .... 
the Vtlla(e-D 'had bee n I ... , I aecreU)' organised by olle A I~I jchOOItUChea, Mr delcgutit.ln to the talk., .,wArne< 
tournaUJt, Mr Petl!,. GOdwin a~~c~It."u::fCC:~ne:~It:~t. ~~ which are. due to start In .IIUkI"iln 
of The Sunday Tbnn and WiiUam Std~l:, both uld earnest today. A""'cQrd 
the aulJ:lor- or an "rUcle on tb,ey had nu evl4ence or ,a~WI~~m h~~t r:.~~d::~~ bu t it 
aUeJ(ed massive atrueltte:o on aUllic<1 atrocit Ies on clvi4 co\laps 
clvlnans, Mr Godwin, who 1I&n!'11 uy tho arroy, the MVC. wbich It acculoe. 111011' . 
w u presen~ did n ot dispute (0 ''The .rmy he. been V,"" 01 beln¥ m",dOl up or pu'l)pat:l od yu 

cz Dr Tsimbrul remarks, !:o--operatlve and we OPCII't~ ' of Prlltorla. Mr 
o "nNe people can hardly nomutlly" laid Mr f'oI ,w. An MPC spoke5mltn !laId of the 

be !I~ld to be ruJJable wit· £ omer" a nother SWAPO rejection ('mlhlpJ 
n d,M' bIlCRU,e I wculdAQ AI" r-:Ushilb ..... J Minion 00" of \allu. would b~ a major -Suuthl 
htive tbo\lsht the Ifnl rllal' plu.l, Or Uevce Hoyd, Indl' setback. "We aJ~ lookln" for In 1 
hta WO\-lld Inlf!rvlew p6<.lple cated that he had treated a peaceful solutlol: to t he blque 
that ha~ b~n rl!0rl'lmiY Uj.lward:l ,of 100 to '115 [lA tI · pl'oblem:!O o! O\1T country n.ltld l 
aelec.oted, saId Dr 1 1dmba. ent.! whn nl1!:Q:ed they bud nd tb e r e for e te . t sl .. ," II 

F'ALSJi; b~n buttn by loldie!1 for Inclined to · tal'; to lOIn)' rclt'· Oliver o vari lld re .. " Ofll lIke faj \in& lO vI\nt pllrty,". he Il:>Jd, (liI"0\11 
I y.then the. chtef and the report the pre'e.nca ot dlui· (,f:ldtn; o f til.: 29 tronp, The 

man who clAim(od to be d.'n~ o r hrIM-king curfew MI-'C group Include: DlI,wld AIM j 

fe.ther ot .on. of the d~oId rea ullOt loll l . U . '.tul du. n h o ui. 01 the ment 
civilian!! :wel"~ a~kt!d whY;!, A"kt!d "bout the 1I1hlg«l Labou r Party, Ehen vftn I'.IJI vi,. ' 
t.bey dld not s,,(O~ thl$ '1.'111' mJl.'!)lllle-r ll) Dr Boyd saJd t.f the N"tional Pa rty and -ram!.. 

te;'ilgn810s~~:lter.:.,C'~~eEng! :;u(;h rC'!:':" ";~W:::" ':'...::h:":c'"U~Y.:..~A~n:d~'~':'~'...::S:h~'?~':'~"::':..-~'I~~t1:.,~-=::..=Z 
"Nkala, ~o hAd b!'1!1l In lhe 

... rNo two We(!K.$ n~n Ultd 
had ealled 011 jH.' opla to 
p roduce o.vJden<:e. the ­
If .. th('r 'ltlld he. had b'ttn In 

, 
Bulawn)'O, • . o ThtlY could not cxplaln 
why nnon~ of th~ pr-qpll! Rt 
-the. ,..lIy addressed hy Sen 
N1u.la h.a.d I'Int .. t<>od IJrI 1'1 
J(iv~ thl' evldrn~ Neilh.r 
("nuld they explain why 
they had t\Ot reported the 
matter to , thb pollee. The 
Callier, however. dllll1led he 
had rcportr..i to th e Dbtrlct 

t, "\~!~\~r. !laid ttle trio 
hid I.'Imv .. /i thllt aU I! r.call r'lnl! 
of brutality by the atmv 
on a Il1iNllve seale w .. re 

1.2 fa".. ; I 
cMd~e ;t~~~Id:~:I .J!~ 

BRlnSH ne\\ l!Ipapeu hovo 
had 0. lIehl day OVt=T .. 
Brll1sh rumwray wlrQ 'and 
her blllck Z' nlbabweliD. 

· lovar. 
Then' have been dc tllUl'd 

\l. c\·uun\ ... · III the Flcel Ste ed 
lablold~ this II I>Ok (jf thtl 
allal r ba tWMIl ' 1'I1111·" .. , c l 
HIDor (49) and MUl"dau! 
M.luibollwall)/Ik" (37), wh .... 
lIew S"enrdly to 21mbabwcI 
bull J :tnullr", ... 
~rs BllICr who II n01'l 

p.l1nll".-'. now ' w~a til 

114 

relUT1l h ome, and -thll h .... s· 
band whom sll. d" ~ili'lc d, 
I;;.ct" ry . owner Jc.clc Bloor, 
t" III lth W)'tOlllhe, Bt..ck l ll~ 
h.lIl ~hlre ls tr~l ntl. tu I:et 
her bach ... 

Sllould !Iohe appO!al 10 We 
Bridsll HI.::h Comulislilon 10 
Hanor ll fur h~l p., they would 
IIodvllouce tlH) .. Ir f.lre AI a 
iuan, a5 Is u'H' lI l rOt Brit"'h 
e ll h e'1&: slr;r.oded _brond, 
,0.001'''' ARNOlJ) RAPHAEL 
from Longtin, 

'llu; lltitbb AutborltJ ... 

Wl)ul. 
MLod! 
hI! I. 
fOlate 
for d 
Brita 

1-Ie 
0", 
slud( 
BrU" 
liOCU' 
mau, 
UU'\n , .. 
blm, 



Appendix B7 - 25 July 1986 

PM Renews Unity Call: New ZAPU, ZANU (PFI strategy to bring nation together 

'Til Elt E W:HI IhtUlderuu~ 

Intruders Injure woman 
ChrQnteJe Reporter 

A U(Jl.AWAYO worn:m b tn boSVIl.l .rtCl' lntrud­
en ""'\llulted her l\Jd bel' lulsb;alld at thrir TreQ-

anceM~om;r~rJ:.e :~fdr:::r6 (6~ y::te-;!~;'~l'rlnll 
trum h eaa \\ouDds aUct a tour-hour opemtlon a' 
Mpllo Hospital ,)If'sterdllJ'. 

Sh u and hrr busb:uuJ. Mr Alfrc.l Mathew Shel­
ffnke (78) werv \hll vic:tlms oe an a U.c:k It .... m 
wllt'll ( W(I tot",do.ra tureed Lbcir w*y inlo Ole lr bomG. 

.'\('cordlng to their BUG, AJfrt'd, Haft a!SnllitDts cui 
the lo:l~lIonl!l lines ~rore the atllek. "11 ..... cou{!10 were 
aw~I."lu,:d by their do,cs ami whlm till' Sbeldnko (sot') 
weill W Invt:stlca tfl-. carrylb); • r un with blm, lhl! 
iotJUdl!rs blll1illn through n't kHcltf'JI door. 

TIIt"y 6et uplln Mr 6 h.c.ldrake :tnd in tbl! f!JlSUing 
scuffle 6nt or the intrud~J'5 was shot 10. th e hrad. 

l"lll~n M~ Shelilnke rn.~d to help hec bush. nil, 
:;0\101 ",'U lilt on til l hea4 wUh a h.amal.:r . 

11\0 Introd!'r fled leAv1Dg JIl'J pulneT. 
The " 'Qunlled IlUAt:ktr tiho recdvcd lrcDltotilJ :ll 

1\1,"10. 
J'IIJ1(~ declined to rommell[ on the ll\eJdont Jast 

n1Rbt. 

-..' ,. • ;.,' : ••• ' • ' , • ..... • ...., 1 
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Appendix 88 - 05 December 1986 
DA8ENGWA FREED: Four others released to 'facilitate unity' 

, H~\RARE _ The form- fOi the ,othe: ex.d~ta int;(!s. . e~ ' ~~ national .sov--. g ,,( thmk Jt IS. very unpor· -:lrcignty . 
er l:> ujJreule commander tiint that evoaryone should be r L He ~a.id sioec his appoint-

f til Zituhahwe ~eicased SO tha t we -can aU ment about two ye&n; -ago. 
o ~ e. . . move lonyard together," tho a total of 2~4 det:.inees had 
People s RevolutlOllary PF·ZAPU leader nid. been. releASed, and only · 31 

COd D . D Q "r am certain thnl anyone /8;l'Cmilmed. . . . 
. Arluy, e U.IUI80 a· , who is not yet released. will "The ones th~t rema~n can 

ben.<n.Y'a was released be freed sOon: We hope this lard.l y be de.scnbe~ ~s people 
. 0" . 'r " d d detained for pohlll"al rea-from detenllon yeaLer- Wil brtng un erst.!"~ ,lIlg ' 0 " ~'id Cd Nk 1 -~d ' l1'mong the people of 21mba.- s n,... e a a <Q,U ,Ing 

d:.ty. ' - bwe whi'Ch "'{Ill foster rea.l ~ha~ they hal~: been 1.'eCl"Ulted 

:l. ,\nnauncing the releft\se of unity. oat the unity which is , ~~nt °i~t:~ ~f~~~~W~I~~ s~r;! 
Cdr: Da'bengwa, two ormer on the sul1face but unity tllAt nd saboteurs 
officerli ' of the Central i::. meaningful." a . ' 
Intelhgen<;e Organlsatlon • . de· 10 The PJ:-~~U infO(lnal;.on rq .DESTABILISATION 
tained on charGes of spymg and pubhci1.y secrelary, cUe Thlt: Gilvernment felt that 
to.r south Africa and two John NkoIOO, hO'Wev«, said they should r emain .in ueten­
others; the Minister of Home the Telcase of the PF·ZAPU hon becaUSe .of the unfolding 
A.ffa lrs , Cde Enos Nkal.a, detainee:s should Dot be events or the policy of de~tab­
sa.ld· "Til., release of th~s~ connected, to the unity tsli<s. iUsation by South Africa. 
deta tnees is aimed at faclll- " "It is wrong to connect lhe:::ao- "Reh:a.,·Hog them would: be 
tatinz the attainment df , release of the deUlineC:5 to the lik~ · putting expJOSJveg mto 
naltonal uni,ty. and lalitUlg unity talles as the two issu~ the hauds of you.r enemies.. 
peace in the.. country. are completely unconnected," For t,le moment tht;>' sh.ould 

HOPED .,l8-id cUe Nkomo. , re!U8m ill . detentlvn," he 3 "They h~ve been · relea,sed '4!:-..,;~e detait;lees were he~ ..... (sa~.be: Mtnister said tIie 
because it is hoped that tHey I,A'aOte the umty tcdks sta\"t~ Go e c tid 1 

h brm about and to connect them wH1t the v Win ,n. la app~.n s 
WIll elp to. ~ M ~ft, talks wou1d imply that they f!Ofn Bntam. tlle United 
peaceful condltions m a_ States and other W\!stero 
beleland before ' the tulal we~e b~lng held to rll~;WI'll, count ries relating to the 

_ integration of the tw.o poli- w~l~h 1$ not lhe case, he release of Mr Hartlebury and 
tical parties (ZANU(PF) an~ sald.

LONG 
OVERDUE Mr Evans who we1"'e arre.'ited 

4-
and PF'·ZAPU)." .' ,,4 . on December 31, 1981 and 

The ather four detaInees ...::J Cde Nkorno added that the had been in detention .,wee 
al~.; released yesterday ,were release was long overdue. .......lanuary 28, 1983. 
Mr ' PhlHip Edward Hartle.. Asked if the release or th.e ...... ·111e two former CIO offi­
bUl·Y. Mr CoHo' David Evans, deta ineos w.Quld create a cers were detained under the 
Cde Dobani Nsingo and 'Cde conducive atmosphere for the Emergel'l-cy P'ower~ Regul,a.. 
Narman Zjkhali. success of the tlliks. he re· f:ion.s lOI', .co.nt.ravening the 5 . Cde Dabengwa (41): wb? plied: '"l1le necessary con- ~J1iCtal Sccret;s At.'t and fQC 
wa~ head of military mtelh- ducive atmosphere mU:ilt be Illegal pOSSesslOD uf arnLS ot 
gence or ZIPRA, the mih tary brougftlt &about by a ombinl\. "" ,Zfar. 
w ing of Dr Joshua Nkomo's t ion of other filctors as well. .. .c.,:) "'Because we want to create 
ZAPU paI'ly during the. 15-I'" Cde Nkomo was speol.klog conditions of peace. we have 
year .a.tmed strugglo aga1r:-st -r;:c. tit~ bouse of Cde Dabcn· taken thlt gamble to I't:lJl:ase 
Mr Ian Smtth's minonty gMt in BulaWll.Yo where he e these people (Ule ex-CIO oftL. 
Rhodesian regime. WQ de· had gone to mil Mrs Z(J(iwil , eers) U\ tile. l10pe thal tbery 
tainbi in 1983 shortly after DabeuffW8,. . will not engage in "the s:mle 
being acquitted by the }(igh r5' Mrs Dabengwn .aid she activities in which tbey were 
Court . on treason and was happy to - heM the new.::f engaged," ::laid Cde Nkala. 
posseS;Slon of .rms charges .. -of her huSb..tod's release ""but OFF TO UK. 

, 
I 
I 

6 WELCOMED I cannot say much unt,1 1 .. " "" 
rd. I have seen him". -'T'He added that Mr Hartle- S 

Dr Nkomo yeste ay we .," Arter announcing lhe bury and Mr Evotns bad been lJ 
oomed the l'C)oase of Cde Da· t'releasa of the detaineel: Cde released t o the Brilish Hlgh d 
~en&!"a, and tour O'tbers ~y. "'kala said the Govt~rnment OonuQisslon and that the,)" 'C 

. log It w,as .. good .omen or sincerely hoped thi!t these were expected to leave tor 0 
the UDlty talks . between peopl~ would refn.u) from the United Kingdom iIlst 11 

"':J ZANU(PF) and. PF~ZAPU. ~omrllitting acts o~ espionage. . hI. 
T: Dr -Nkomo sa.ld the Govem.. I> a.bota~e. banditry. . and~~ked whether they had 

~ent's gesture was a good rtestabilisati0e-. .:As. the Govcrn-~ declare,d u.ndesirabl~, 
saga and he was happy not ment would Jealously guud the Min ister said the GOY. 
only tor Cde Dabengwa but after its hard·Won fndepend- ernmont had not done so, but 

Botswana train delayed 
Chronicle Reporter . 

THE -train from· Botswana 
scbeduled to arrive tn Bula~ 
wayo at DOOU ye«terday. wa. 
delayed by 10 bours. . a 
spokesman tor the National 
Railways .. r Zimbabwe said 
yc · ,' E>Td.,.. 

The deley was dUe to tile 
wasbaways which were caus-

ed by hoavy rains l.n Bouw:ln& 
laBt week. By ye:.-terday after­
noon the train had Dot rea~ 
wed the PIW'lltree border 
tawn. It was ex.pected to ar~ 
rive In. the dt.y at 10 pm last 
night. 

The washaways occurred 
llt MabtwRna. Pilane aDd Ma­
halapye. 
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if that b l ue arOSe Ute Gov~ 
ernment would Ule¥l have too · 

ecide on it. 
Asked w,bether the cJe.. 

tainees bad been. released 
under certaitl eonditions, Cde 
Nkala. said they bad assured 
tbe Government Utal they 
would not engage In act1vl. 
t ies for which they were dO' 
tained, and that they would 
try wherever possible to end 

. dissident activities in Milta­
bele!l.tnd - 'Zialla. 

• • b 

b ., 
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'f 
1 
w 
m 
m 
te 



Appendix 89 -19 December 1986 

Unity 'within our grasp' 

~ . .. "l1a. II .. 
, HARARE _ { JUll y Le. had Ulcir standard of Hving 15 "U i~ important that those 

irnpn,,'ed, but with (hSllnhy, who H ad(~ mistD.kes yeM.l· rday 
tWf'en ZANU(PF) au'll · particularly lht: d·~'tident be gi ven, today anO lO fOor~ 
PF-ZAPU is wiLhin c il'lU(" nt in the sotdh w)u:re JOW, the oppol'tunit)' to 

we have spen rT·;tli cious l edress t hose mlstak ~~," he 
grasp ana should uut he de~ trliclioD oC GO'll.. lnment !o.aid. 
allowed to slip awny, ~~'OP('l t.Y. some ~j!<.: I i.:ns oJ. J4 On the si:"uation in South~ 

. . • ...Jlllbnbwc WIll Ix· dUlled the ern AfriciA Cde BantN said . 
PresJdent nUllan~1 saId ,lJr~ce') ... ~f de~t:lo l;ilHcnt. . he wa'" tl!tl;berga.s~cd that the 
h er"'. y", · terduy A uC1lt~d L'.lIo ~ab\v( IS ~ Pretoria regime was now 

.r"\ 'V .... 
H ' . !<I tJ'onn 21mbubwe, and a . k ' h'ld 

0<. In an intervJew, CUt! 'itron ~ Zimbabw(' will be 01 ~ tng \War on c . I ren, 
Banana said ZANU(l'F) b ~!> tl'emeHdollS beneJit to the ' H(}v.". can 8D}:body With any 
dribbled pas t a nUl.lbcr of !>tnH~ r. !ing m~'iscs in South , ~nsc~en7e . smk toO ._ low? 
obstacles on the pa t h to AfrH'tl , NumJ',)J(l al\(I lht! Wh~l kJllu o~ COw, .. dlce · is 
~Dity. . whol,~ of the sub-rcllwll," h~ lhJ t. \ Vhat kt':td or wnr is .3 "PF-ZAPU has equally said. lh::.st - war ag",mst kids?" 
ddbbled past ' Ii number ' of to 'I'he Prl.'sident ~ld (h:tJ that" a IS" What was h I;! :')cning in 
ob~tacJ'.!s op' 'thl! vath .t o S ll'O~;: Z ll ~babw~, ~ ' ... ·)U.ld . b: South Africa. he?! s:1id. was 
unity, 1 thlt1~ bOWl purtlC:!:' ~ lt ~.nendvu!; a:) . .s~t bccau~e the beginning DC the end of 
-are now fa~mg .;to empty mvestors onl.Y Inv~~stt!d... 10 the obnuxious system of 
goal. 'The ball is Oil the Pf.',ll' , stable ~ t;Olllltnes, n!parth ' d ' 
.tty spot, and 1 want to ex ' J As .Z Il~ ba!Jw nos Pl'f'pared

f
,- et , .' 

pr~ss ' the. ,hope 'that th~ to move mto a new Y:,'u, the), g The President .sald he. was 
PClme Minister will not shoulri know that now 1:5 !~hHS that the mternattonal 
5hoot wide a nd Cue J oshua th~ tunc to close r ;.; nks and community was becoming 
Nkoruo os leader of PF, Uni t e- (0.r peilCC, prOgll!ss and more. and more aww'e of the 
ZAPU.· wil l not also shoot ~l'OSP~rltt·: .' . neer' to contr ibute flo end the 
w 'de " said the Pr's'd t n Ol? the Je-lca~.:: of polItica l sorry situation In South 
. "d' l 1 ell. a etalO('e,,> , PreSident I::hman.n * fr ica ' I, 6 \'1 socc t!r tan. , _ suid ('once the Gov,· rn.ment r . 

,.".. Cdc Summa s:ud Llmbu· WiIS ~ li!;fkd tha t rf,:, tain(' cs " If people are gCllume 
.!>,weans .~cre on tllcn' toes were 110 long~ r '"" th l'ea t to ahout .saltct ions , th (' j' s houl-d 
1U.~t w[ntmg 10 a pplaud a the sc,:ul'ity of th e ... ·[ate. It nut wmdow-dress Of fmpo,se 
;welli>Jaccd hot. lO[ do hope wa~ onlv too g lud to 5('1. them cosmetIc measures becausu 
there won't be any jeerlllg free so ~ they could make.li vilis is an insult to the people ' 

. ~ and that we can aU cheer," rO~ lti" '! eonlri i>utiult to of South Africa ," s l\id Pr(;S l-
~ He said ft WItS difficult to ::.o ci~l \'. dent Banana. - Ziau~. 

:say when the unity taiJ<s 
w ould be successfully con ' 
cluded. "What 1 crm say is 
tbat unit.)1 is wlt:hlll grasp 
and wiU only slip away at 

l our peril. . 
b "My advice to the leadert. 

Is that when they take lhe 
.hot. they must Jean forward 
.nd not backwardst ad \.ised 
President Bauana, saYIng 
when the two partJes fin:t1ly 
agreed to m el'ge, hll e leaders 
Jihoukl be committed to 

7 making the unI'ly s uccessful. 
O,nc~ unity had been 

'achieved, Zimb.lb\Y~ w ould 
ha ve dealt it .. hattettlt.g blow 
to Its enemics both wltnin 
en~ without the cl)untry. 
Umty would also improve 
the ,Jimat,· for deV(: I'}pOlcnt 
and acrelt" I'ate pro).·l~t·ss In 

Q all PO!rt,1, of th e COllnlry o I "True devc-lQPtnl' '1t . can 
cnly come when all the 
peopl<: of Z imhnbwe have 

LATE l<l,ASH 
MAPUTO - South Africa 
nlaulO: tl>. cth!.. • • .~ . 

PM hits out 
at dubious 

n'angas 
H t-\ 1{ HE - The Pcime ~-rillbter, Cdu MU{fo-'be, 

yc:.t crc.by sevcl'ciy cr.itichs ·J. some traditional healm"s 
jn \' ilrlott;; varls of the COtUitl")' for t"..xplo.iLing gullihle 
p euple. . . 

Addrc,ssing hundreds oI Ha rare residents in Hir,bfield 
at a graauation ceremony of about 50 community healt-h 
p roUloters. Cdc Mug1&ue encouraged. the v~ople to take 
their chHdnm to clluil-s and hospItals. 

. W'hBe there we.re Some profc:ssiunal n'anga.~. said the 
Prime Min iste r , tite!'e was nOw a proliferutio1\ of dubious 
hea lers who ,were plo.ying .on people's beliefs to ~.x.ploit 
t l ...... 

117 

I , 
, I 

\~ 
I : 

Ii 
I" 


