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of frustration at times, it is necessary to place him in the context

of his age, and in relation to the forces in Parliament, the Colonial
Office and society at large which helped to shape the official atti-
tude to the problems of the Cape in the 1830s. At the outset it is
important to remember that the Cape was a small portion of a vast

empire which stretched throughout the world, and that although many of
the Cape's problems were given a degree of uniqueness by local con-
ditions and circumstances, they were by no means unknown in other parts
of the empire. The Cape was only one of twenty slave co]onies,6 for
example, and colonies like British Guiana possessed institutions and
attitudes inherited from their previous Dutch rulers, while immigrants
to New Zealand were confronted with all the problems engendered by their
encroachment upon the lands of the aboriginal inhabitants, the Maoris. "
The major difference with regard to the Cape was its large and unprod-
uctive land mass, and the almost limitless bounds to which it could in
theory be extended, situated as it was at the base of a continent
largely unoccupied by other European powers.

When D'Urban officially became Governor of the Cape on 16 January,
1834, his position, with regard to the Crown he represented, was that of
an honoured and trusty servant.7 The tone of D'Urban’'s rg]ationship «

with the Crown was expressed in several recurrent phrases in the RE

of ficial documents of appointment. His authority to govern was a
’present'8 granted by the Crown, to continue during its pleasure only,
and subject to

...any further instructions under Our Signet or Sign Manual
or in Our Privy Council or through Our Principal Secretary
of State, We shall and may think fit to proscribe. Provided

6The other slave colonies were centred primarily in the West
Indies, and were Antigua, Barbados, Bermuda, Dominica, the Bahamas,
Grenada, Jamaica, Montserrat, Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Christopher, St.
Vincent, Trinidad, the Virgin Islands, Tobago and Barbuda. Other
slave colonies were British Guiana, Honduras and Mauritius.

7C,A,, G.H.1/96, p.4, Instructions to D'Urban, 8 November, 1833.
The actual wording used in his Instructions was: "...Our Trusty and
Well-beloved Sir Benjamin D'Urban...”

8C.A., H13, 'Letters Patent granted to Sir Benjamin D'Urban,

K.C.B., to be Vice Admiral of the Cape', dated 6 June, 1833.
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