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political position of the country.28 Few settlers now doubted that
the days of the Company were numbered. They were tired of patching the
25 year boots that pinched them and now they wanted a new pair

(laughter). Theywere "at the bottom rung of the ladder that led to

constitutional freedom'.'29 To those who feared that they had not got

the men to run a responsible government she pointed out the 'very high

30

level' of debate and organisation among RG activists. They did not

need the 'super-politician'; what they wanted were "reasonable men to

whom Rhodesia was home", and there were 'plenty' of that kind.31

Finance was always an important question and again she reminded the
audience that the Administration had paid its way from 1909 to 1914
with an accumulated surplus of %350 000 which had balanced previous
deficitsi Even with the cost of the war there was a surplus of

£100 000. To applause she declared that the credit of the Company was

founded on the assets of Rhodesia.32

Education was also of primary importance. She asked what Cecil Rhodes

- who valued education so highly - would say if he knew that nearly

33

one third of all white children were illiterate. This was an

absolute blot on the country and such stinting would cost the country

34

dear in the years to come. She believed that the first act of a

Responsible Government would be to introduce free and compulsory

- T R M T R D WS S SR R SR Me R R M A R G W WS M e R N S I T R N SR G S M S R R e Er AP R A S We MR Ee e WD NP AR R Em I N We PR NS e N =

28. "Responsible Government - Address by Mrs Tawse Jollie", RH,

21.6.18.
29. 1Ibid.
30. Tbid.
31. T1bid.
32. 71bid.
33. T1bid.

34, Tbid.
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