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One of the advantages of a modern scientific education 

is the bl$ssed assurance which it provides that miracle s 

cannot possibly happen, since any unusual occur.rence~ if 

1naxpl1cable by yesterday's hypotheses, is certain to bs 

c la.r if :ted by tomorrm.'l' s.. This is naturally not one of 

science's formal stat3ments~ but belongs to the esprit de 

corps of' which so i s nt 1st s a.re e xpac ted to partake, and is 

a isc onoert ing for the student who knows that the textbooks 

he has acquired a.t constcsrable expense are already certain 

to be out of data. 

:t is thereforfl ~-tlth so.rr:e relief that one t.urns to a 

subject that has been w.ritten upon f or the last ninetoan 

centuries; turning not wtth any hopa of new discovery, but 

seek inf for the purposes of one's own ministry an insight 

into ·~he ontnre of salYat ion as tt is man lfe st in he a ling 

ana miracle. And because of tbHt sometime blessed sclant1f1c 

assurance , ttle works of our Lox>d now c orne 'tilth a forc s and 

freshness t>Jhlch custo.n has not staleCl nor familiarity glossed 

over. Cne finds no need for demythologtsat1on, for it 1s with 

the th.eological world, not tbe scient:iflc, that he must now 

come to ter.ns. The scient.if ic .-;orld .hag insights wl'lich give 

r1na to tt.~onaer: but only theology posse:3ses tnsights that 

give rise: to \·Jors.hip, springing from contl~uaJ. e~'~counter v1ith 

the Lord who is the same yesterday, today, and f0r ever . 

The seeds of this thesi s wt::1re sown durlng a study of the 

Ne w Testament so carefully led by the rlev . L. A. Hewson. The 

seed llng was planted out by the Rev • .Professor william Maxwell, 

and the reai'te r he sa.\v it we 11 t .rained and pruned. Several 

i'r.ieods~ I~Ir. Hewson, i..Jrs . :Philip, !lOd my f~tht'!.r l11 particular, 

supplied quantities of literary ferttllse!'. I am the man who 

put it a.ll in th6 pot t'Ol' the e:xn ib:L.t ion. A good many roots 

are still sticking out, and even more had to ·be chopped off. 



But like any other gardener, I stand or fall by my prize 

exhibit. It called on every corner of my slender st ock of 

knowled ge, and on a great deal else beside: perhaps most of 

all upon my wife , who fenced it (and me) about with a moat 

tender care. 

v 
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'fHl~ ;llORD I N 1'HE BEG INNING. 

An introduction 1n which two questions are aakeo and 

the ge neral significance of miracles and healing is disc ussed. 



TH~ WORD IN THE BEGINNING. 

THE STARTING-POINT 

I b~lieve. 

In God the ~ather Almt~hty, M~ker of Heaven and Earth, 

And 1n Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord • •• 

I believe 

In the Holy Ghost ••• 

This 1s the starting- point. It 1a the point of ultimate 

committal . We be lieve in God here and now . 

THE IMPLIED ASSUMPTIONS 

I have assumed that the mirac les did happen: tor if we 

3 , 

believe in the great miracles ot Incarnation and Resurr ction , 

there can scarcely be good reason to disbel1 ve the catena of 

wonder which connects them. There is no assumption here ot 

the infallibility of Scripture or Tradition . Nor is there 

any assumption that modern scholarship has the right to stand 

in judgement over Scripture and tradition and insist that only 

that which can be shown to be consistent with a system is true. 

The assumption that the miracles of our Lord did happen is 

based on what we , standing in the communion of the Church, 

have learnt of Him: that He is still true and compassionate, 

and willing to make men whole. Only when that has been said 

may it be tested by Scripture and scrutinised by such scholar• 

ship as w may command . 

THE QUESTIONS ASKED 

There are two main questions aek8d in this thesis: 1n asking 

the first we s8ek to discover the place of healing and miracle 

1n the life and work of our Lord: and in asking the second 

we seek to discover the place of healing and miracle 1n the 

Church. 



HEALING AND MIRACLE IN OUR LORD ' S LIFE AND WORK 

If we seek to tnow the place of healing and miracle in our 

Lord 's life and work , the obvious investigation to which we 

should turn would .be the historical one. This has not here 

been uftdartaken; for t wo reasons. The first 1s that an 

accurate historical survey is now impossible. The Gospels 

are our only available documents,and they were written tor 

the benefit of the convert, not of the historian . The second 

reason is that the life of our lord is not only history. It 

is also an eternal event . It is where eternity becomes 

tan~ential to history (Barth), or 'super - history ' (Brunner) . 

It extends through the time -aeries which th~1atorian denotes 

by dates , and yet transcends that series. Any study which 

ignores this fact , and seek s to evaluat e the miracles in the 

historian ' s objective world-view alone , will finj them either 

nonsense or wonders , according to his mood - and nothing more . 

Therefore the study of our lord's miracles and healing 

was placed in a different setting: that of His Mess ianic 

work , which not only was involved in , but t~anscended, history 

because it invariably emer'5ed (an·a emerges still) in a personal 

encounter . To obtain some understanding oflthis work, it w~ 

necessary to recognise that it was not an a dific ium 1n vac~s. 

but a personal struggle . Thereafter insight was sought into 

the relation between our Lord's personal struggle and His 
i 

encounter with men . Throu$h all this ran the theme of the 

disintegrat ed condition of man as he is, an~ the counter-theme 

of the wholeness of man as he might be in Christ. 

It was from these/lines of thought that I the ~undamental 

idea of this thesis was born: that the work of Christ was 

to make men whole in Himself . This possibly does not cover 

the whole field of His work: but it was His work; and there­

fore His whole life , 1nc1ud1ng Hie miracles and healings 

could be connected w1th it. 



HEALING AND MIRACLE AS SIGNS 

Because part of our I.ord ' s Messianic task was the proclamat ion 

of the nearness of the Kingdom of God , it has often been said 

that His healings and miracles were the signs of the Kingd om 

(seme1a) . There is abundant evidence for this point or view 

in our Lord ' s own words, and Canon Richardson has placed the 

matter beyond reasonable doubt 1 , by contrast with earlier 

theologians who were willing to dispense with all such ' semeta'• 

But Richardson also gives the impression that they were prin­

cipally • semeia ' and not primarily ' works of compass1on ' 2• 

It is quite true that for the purposes of the Evangelists 

these works were signs: they were to be preached as part ot 

the gospel whose theme was "the Kingdom or Heaven is at hand'' . 

''We cannot , we do.re not • deny that a mot 1ve behind the mighty 

works of Jesus was compassion • •• but what we must say emphat~ 

ically 1s that the Evangelista do not relate the m1racle- stor1ea 

primarily 1n orqer to illustrate the c ompassion of Jesus'' , writes 

R1chardson3. He bases this largely on the scarcity or the word 

' splagchnizomai ', and tha evident intention of the Evangelista 

that the works shall be regarded as signs. But it is surely 

also true that the Evangelista show the Messianic t a sk to have 

been undertaken as the answer or Divine Love to human need; and 

therefore any healing work within that task is also primarily 
V'\ 

a spontaneous answer to a given humaAnaed , and only secondarily 

a pointer to the Kingdom in which all needs are met. We shall 

seek to show that the works of healing are woven into the very 

fabric of the Messianic task , rather than po1nt1ng to it by the 

kind or parallelism Richardson suggests when he says '' Jesus • • • 

implies that His healing work authent icates His power to forgive 

sins11 4 . We shall .see also that all works other than those or 

healing may justly be regarded primarily as signs. 

1. The M1rscle-stor1as of the Gospel. 

2. ibid p . 29 . 

3 . 1b1d p . 32 . 

4 . 1b1d p. 66. 



Therefore we may state the flr.st question formally thus: 

What 1s the relation between ou.r~ Lora's heallngs and miracles , 

and H1s Hese1anic work of making men who le? 

The ans,ier, which is elaborated 1n the first half of this 

thesis, seeks to show how the sav~ng work of our Lord can 

only be g1~en its full h'ight and depth of m~aning ~he~ it is 

d lvoroed from philosoph ical monism and restored to the '3etting 

of a limited dualism found 111 the Ne\'1 Testament, vlh&ra it i s 

a ~'real tight '' against !:LO A:2versary. Human sin provides an 

ontra.nue for the dis1ntagrat1ng influance of th" Adversal•y, 

a.nd the r e ault ing 1mpalrment of tha pareonal1ty 1nh1b1ta 

o ommunion with God • Alternat 1ve ly, the human personality 

may become perverted to the .A.dveraary, resulting in equal 

impairment and the risk of its deatruo tion. The Adversary 

has made sin inevitable by the c orrupt ion of the human 

e nv irornne nt. 

But ths free gift of D1vine dunaru.1a ln Jaaus Christ 

enter~d the world of men and object s . and restored the 1m­

pa.ir5d personal i~y to oom1runton with Qo(l, making th€ ma.n whole 

thereby. The Gospel records of haaling and axorcism are 

considered as e·vido nce of this making whole. Jesus also 

1n~,ugura.ted the new e-nvironment of the Kingdom of Goo, aide 

by s1d~ with the old. The Go9p~l records of miracle we 

considered as evidencE:· of the nEzarm.ss of th~ Kingdom. 

These heal1ngs and miracle s ot ot~ Lord were H1s own 

responsibility and burden, R1s own j oy and labour: they 

formed part of His atoning work and part of Hi s sharing or 
tha new Life of the Resurrec t ion: and were in fac t a full 

expression of H1maelt as Messiah. 



The place of healing and mi.r~c le in t;ha llf'e and ~·o.rk of our 

Lord's Body. thP Chur.oh 1 ts mor~ 3menabl~ to diaoovery by a 

h1stor1caJ survey. ~~d yot tha.t survey ,.,111 agaiYl !'(;Vflal no 

mora than wonders - or nonsense • unless it is perceived that 

the Churah is the Ne w Israel whose task is still Messianic. 

1. 

Therefor~ the first t ask is to establish that our Lord comm1ss-

toned the Ch.uxr.h to ~ Me 1sia:'ltc wor.1~. we may then proceed to 

trac~ how the Church au~oea~ed or fatl~d in that work , aud 

study :\.s oompletad: 'but 1t points us back to our starting ... 

po1 r.:t. The IJhu!"ch t.~ still ths Body of 0h.t'1st: Hi~ coron.:.1.ssion 

tod a,y? 

TH~ SECOND QUESTION FORMULATED 

TherP.fore ~'le may et~te the gecond question l'or-:nally thtHH 

vfuat wa.s t,he rslet1on bet,.;e·en -:n1rs.cles and healing 1n the 

Church, and Christ's lie ss1an1c work. of mak 1ng men whole? 

THE AN~v~R nr BRIEF 

The answer to the s"a ond q u~ .st ion seeks to show that Chr 1st 

gave H1s Church the oomm1ssion to mak<! man whole by preach ing, 

healing , and the remission of sins, and that this com'!n 1as1on 

had both 1ts prophetic at'ld sg.oramental me13.ns. The Chu:t"oh 

from Apostolic times unt 11 her ests.bl. ishme nt by Oonstan·t ine 

u!ed the gifts of be81ing and exorcism, preserving th~ Hebrew 

idea or the unity of a man's parson. At the same tim~ 

martyrdom maoe a gre~t impact upon th~ Church's thought on 

suffering ::-.s th~ instrument of God. With the gradual 

rem1se1on of persecution and growth of internal dissent, the 

Church lo~t to a large extent the prevailing power of prayer 

which h~d bee~ hers at the beginning. This power never 

dieappe&red entirely, and was the basts of madiaeva~daas 
or exorcism and miracle, as well as the sporadic revival of 
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the primitive powers during subsequent periods of intense 

religious expansion or awakening. Today they are much 

sought after: and yet the need is that the quest for 

miracle and healing as such should be made a queat for 

wholeness 1n Christ . 

FIELDS NOT COVERED 

No attempt has been made in this th~sis to answer the 

questions "what 1s the purpose of sUffering? \ihy do the 

righteous suffer?u which baffled the writer of the Book of 

Job and provide so formidable a pastoral problem today. 

It may be that our emphasis on the Church ' s Messianic task 

of making men whole will throw some light on what suffering 

is needless and what is vicario~a: but there must always, 

it seem~; be a residue of suffering which is mysterious. 

''Then Job answeret d the Lord and aaia , 

I know that Thou canst do everything • • • 

Things too wonderful for me,. which I knew not • •• 

But now mine eye seethThee." 1 

1. Job 42: 1 - 2, 3, 5. 

~ -



'1HE Pft:RSONAL TRA.G8DY. 

'/hor.;i!lg ho\•i the ~~nrlng ·.-wrk of' our- 1 ord c~Hl only· be 

g iven its full depth a.nG h~ ie,'l; t of rra anl. ne:. wben it is 

d ivor c ed from mode::cn philosophlc&.l mo'Jism ~.na reeolvea to 

e. setting of J.imitee du~J l.sm found in the ~~EHl Testament: 

where 1t is 8 ''r~a.l fight". 

3 . 
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THE PERSONAL TRAGEDY 

JESUS THE SAV lOUR 

Karl Barthl rejoiced in the meaning of the Name ot 

Jseus: whether in the streets of Nazareth or the ruins of 

Germany, it was always rtJehovah helpstt. The familiar picture 

of the Annunciation added to this again2 : MForu , says the 

Angel, ttHe shall save His people from the 1r sins.'' Tha Jews 

had taken their sins seriously. The whole of the Law and the 

prophets bore witness to the sins of Israel and the loving 

kindness of God: the Hebrew sacrificial system formed the 

means or atonement and the path or the righteous. 

But there ca~e a prophet out of Be t hlehem who struck at 

the one weak point of the system. The sacrifices made no 

atonement for him who stoned with a high hand: and the 
~ prophet made eve~ sin appear 1n its true nature, as sin with 

a high hand. 3"Except your righteousness exceed the right• 

eousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise 

enter the Kingdom of Heaven", He said. He was not thinking 

of imperfection 1n obedience to the Law as the barrier to the 

Kingdom, but of men's inability to see past the Law to the 

Love of God. 

ES"PRANGEMENT 

The sin which Jesus re garded as ultimate was not disob• 

edience: 1t was rather that cold scrutiny which stood 1n 

judgement oyer the declared pres~nt will of God; which gave 

calculated compliance for headlong obedience, and suspicious 
t 

wUldrawa.l for unreserved fellowship; namely, estrangement, 
II 

1. Dogmatica 1n outline. P• 67 

2. Mt. 1 21. 

3. Mt. 5 20. 
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hlmae 1.::' ot.r .f' ;.: om th0 Ground of all Being, like a cut flower-: 

it was also the aat~angement of love, the br.okennass of the 

I~Ja.lah l':rJ.JvJ ·.r. 'l J£1 of t.l'ti.:: ~ .~t~":~.ns·"'mcnt .. :1e ',\I a.~ told; 1tr!fl:a. ring, 

t£10y ~-~~.1.J. not 11& <.1.~·, ~n:~ sC'c~ng t'.1.::y ·.·1 111 nt:> t P''! rr:wt·.,.e.'' Th& 

fo.1l~d to ;;;en paat :!ts par~blcs to t~1e t.ruoljh He 'liaa H1msfllt. 

Today, 1'3.'3 w~ll :1s 1'1 H1~ day, H$ 1a fa.nl?d ·oy the tragedy 

of men \'tho are e atrangeo from Goli, and are not S\Ware of the 1r 

condition. The sta~d1ng in judg~me nt over the word of God 

has come to the poi~t where God is pronounoed irrelsvaot. 

It 1~ perfectly true that ~any men ar~ not so: that in some 

the lack of' Goo arouses ~uilt; in othtH'S~ feaxo; ln othero 

still, despair. But for a. gr«;at numb~r of men estren3ament 

1s so natural thet 1t is altogether overlooked. 

\'lhy should this ba so? The.re- are two possible & xplanat i ons : 

either, a.a Barth say~ with Luther, that man 1s totally corrupt , 

and, beca.us6 he 1s corrupt, unable to hear tho i'lord of Got!; 

so that even the capacity for hearing is a gift given by the 

mysterious grace of God; or e lse we mU3t aay that although 

• natural' man is not totally corrupt, he ia l:ietng corrupted , 

to th! e>:t~nt that his f1eld or att~nt1on has been Clive.rted 

from God to what ts demonic, yDt not perce 1vea by him to be 

demonic. Barth's view we must disoarJ , since it can give no 

valid account of human .respC'nHlbility for a'tn before the gift 

of h~ar1ng ths 'voro is given : Barth himself described ein aa 

an •• ontolog ica l impoeatbilitytt at one stase . 1 

1. See f:urthfll.~ c!'1t1o 1sms by J. Ba1111e and N.H.G. Robinson. 



12-

I~, then, m~n are being ttoorruptf'Jd ·by what "ls demonic·•, 

we must ask tho ::nn aning or t'hi~J ph.t'"aAe.. T ill i ch 1 uses the 

t erm t1tha der..1on:tct' :t'rcc:ly 1n hia 1:to:rk, to denote any ' atf.'l.lCtur e 

of belng' \thich is itself flnita ano c onditioned, but which 

has bec ome i n ths v i ew of man infinite and unconoitlonad ... 

an end instead of a means. Thtts iti i.e a!ly 'structure or 

being ' wtlich usurr.-s the :t:- ls<!~ of thct Wor d of Goo in the 

human consciousn~ss. TD.licb wr1tea ira vtOr·ld of peopl~s 

under ve.riou.fl .r t') Q: im~ e c-f tnt~1ttrtr1an co"llmitmont, and 1t i g 

~lain ~o aee wh~t 'the ~emon1.c ' means if it is these he has 

' TH:r; DEMON!C ' CAN BE :t'ERSONAl, 

rlowhere aoe a T111.ich ~c ol"lrd plllraona11ty to demonic 

powa.rs2 • !n tbis he expresses the gtneral trend of' Westet'n 

thou8)'lt. There are pro"bn.bly two r~asons for thia tr~ r.d: 

ona is the gene r c\1 opinion ( ;-1h ich in as we J.l founded as c thsr 

modern myths) that per sonality 1n demonic powers is one of t he 

prope.r subjects for demytholog1aat 1on3 ; and the s~com1 1s the 

cut.t'El nt ph11oaoph1cal pas31on fo.r monism, frequently ta.ltan a. 

step furthe~~ into poslt1-.rtsm4. It la rnorg than likely that 

the first reason springs from the S'3cond. l~eith.er of these 

reasons, hovtever , carry wi.th them '$.ny loglcaJ necesRlty. 

Monism, or the lack of tt, is the presuppos1tion of a 

non-moniet 1c system w~re sho~Hl to be .9-s <' onsiste nt a. s a 

monistic one, it should be allowed equal ·validity. Nevert he l •as, 

v&ry few theologians 1n Prot~ Eta.nt. o ire l.es will allow themse l ves 

., .... Sys. Thsol. 1, 2, see tndox • 

c:r. ~ys. ThAol. 2. p • .£1.5 - "eupr a.-ind1v1dualtt structures of 

good and evil. 

3. Cf. Hende~so~, Myt h 1n t he N. T. , p. 10. 

4. See R.1tchie, Brit 1sh Philosophers . pp. 56 "" 59. 



a dualistic philosophy, possibly for fear of the charge of 

biblical literalism. Thte says much for the c~pac1ty of 

the dsmonic to conceal its personality. In spite of this, 

a few Anglican theologians subscribe to dualism. Probably 

ita moat note exponent today, however, 1s Gustaf Aul en . 

He speaks of a legitimate, yet limited dua11Yill. 1"When 

Christian ralth combines God's 't11.ll a.r.d the course of events, 

a tension is created wb.1ch proves to be a part of that 

situation within wh1ch faith. exists. This tension arises 

because faith opposes every attempt to eliminate or obscure 

the evil 't1h1ch 1e hostile to God' a will {the legitimacy of 

~ualtsm), ana at the sam$ time opposes all encroachments 

upon the sovereignty or the divine will in relation to 

existence (the limitation or dualism). All endeavours to 

overcome this tension through a supposedly rational explan• 

ation of evil must necessarily fail. For Christian faith the 

problem of evil is oonc$ntrated 1n the question of ita being 

ov~rcome. The answer 1A gtven 1n faith's reference to God 

who 1n H1s stru~gla gains the victory. Through the victory 
e 

of divine love even the vanquished evil ree1ves finally a 
" 

aignlfioance which it did not have in itself''. He goes on, 
2ttTh& dualism which 1e cha.raoter1stio of the Christian faith 

app~ars, therefore, as a double ant1thes1s. On the one hand 

tt stands in contrast to an idealistic monism which in one 

way or another tries to minimise evil in order~at it may 

be fitted into a monistic scheme, and which at the same time 

blots out the boundary between the divine and the human. But 

on the other hand, it stands in an equally sharp contras t to 

a metaphysical dualism which conceives the contrast between 

the divine and the human as an absolute antithesis betwsen 

the finite and the 1nf1n1te ••• In Christian faith the 

antithesis is between the d1vins will, defined as love, and 

1. Svs . Theel., p. 201. 

2. Sys . Theol. p. 203. 

13 . 



e.r 
aaJs, ''It l;~ p~f..J l: tl.;r :sv·t;l:>nt t~:J'~ J;,~u9• ?tl"u~gl~ for th8 

1'W.Lf1'AT ION ~\ 9 A T!';ST OF PJ-nSON:\LITY IN THE DEII.lONIC 

hiD; since l-:.. t~ ls oepable D"!: c'hoos1nt! only the evil. F.or 

T1111ch, it appar~ntly beocmee a posslbtllty for the nat~al 

man to bs temptec. Demonte ' structures of being• arise wh ich 

~re abl8 to fill htn enttrs ap1r1tu~l horizon, if he wll l 

let them. Bvt , on ~ mon1st1.c pl-).11 osophy, such 'struc tur~s 

of being' can only bs ths ev:tl construction of mtn or the 

perverted e,if t s of Coc. They ar~ demonic beceuse man haQ 

made ther: so. There fort~ tr.mptc t ion, 1f. it fll.xist R, 1.s only 

in the l ast resort tempt at ion of man by man t.hrough the 

med tm of demor.ic ' st rue t ure F.! of bs 1tlf'- • . 
,. 

Rut for Aul~n, t o 

be tempted becomes a real pcaa1b111ty ror man. The myst e ry 

or evil is ac1n1o\ileclgea to be 3. trystery: but e·ve n more, there 

i s roo-:n fer t h (! r:oc o13n H . ton cr tempt8 U.o n as encounter with 

an Adversary. 

/ 

Th~ choice thus :re sts between Ti llich anc Aulen, be t ween 

mon'ism and a limitoc dualism , bct.b of which aX'G ph11osoph1c ally 

defe nsible . Th~ basis cf choio ~ i~ whether the account give n 

of tcsuptation by etthcr 1a sub:;ta.nt1atoa '?y the fa.o·~a or. 
temptat1o t1. The authoritativ-e stat•mtlnt on temptation shoul d 

be found 1n the Scriptural witness to thG life of our- Lord. 

Unfortunately, it. is pr~e1A~ly thts witness whi.oh oorae ssak 

to "J8mytholog1s(! ''. To establiah r~lsvancy in the modern 

mind* it a.ppcaru that -~~ must turn alsewh~re tor the analysis 

of tempt~tion. ~ven 1f it ta t o t h3 poor parallel or our own 

~1tneas . 

1. 1b1d . p. 20?. . 



' SOME TEMPTATIONS DEMAND AN ADVERSARY 

Some temptations arlss out of contacta with other people 

and the world-order t~ey (and we) have b.r01).ght about. Som$ 

arise rrom the ambivalent association of ideas. And yet the 

mere presentation of an ambivalent opportunity does not in 

itself constitute temptation. Especially do~~ thts apply to 

the gift of human rresdom. T1llloh raiseo some pointe here: 

he f'tnd a that tha D1.v1n~ · pi:"Oh1b1t ion given to man before his 

fall ttpr~-suppose s a. sin which is not yet s1n but whioh is 

also no long~r 1nnocenc&~ It 1s the oes1.re to sin. I suggest , tt 

he oontinues, "calling the st.at(S or this destx•a 'aroust'9d 

freedom ' . •• 1 And again he se.ys, 2"Man is caught between the 

d~sire to actualtse his fraedom and the a&mand to preserve his 

dreaming 1nnocenc~. In the power of his finite f~eedom, he 

decides for actua.1isat1on''. In continuing his chapter, 

T1111ch sees the fact or freedom as a temptation to the 

aotual1sation of freedom. And yet h1~ own analy~1s points to 

a deeper cau~e for the aotualisation of freedom. Freedom 

can be mad~ real in language, 1a wanda~, in imtglnation, and 

in contemplation • as T1lliah elsewher9 points out 3 • in 

obedience to the Word of God which calla a man out of 

dreaming innocence into responsible fellowship . Freedom to 

disobey God, however, can never be made ~eal in obedience to 

the Word of Godt 1t must be in obedience to the wo.ra or 
another~ otherwiae God 1s the author of temptation. 

There is yet another category of temptation, arising 

1n a situation and yet not out of it. It comes to us at 

our moat defenceless point , when we are caught off balance, 

able to sin secretly or unable to be righteous publicly: 

a temptation so appropriate to our personality and condition 

1. Sys. Theol 2. n. 40. 

2. Sye. Thoel. 2. p. 40. 

3. Sya. Theol. 2. p. 36. 



that it bears down on us 1n our situation with apalling force , 

and \'lhich by it a pre sanae aemand a the opera.t ion of an inte l• 

11gence behind it. Our knowledge of OUl" freed·om is aot ita 

source, but 1 t s too 1: wh., n vre succumb to it, we f 1nd our 

freedom is gone, and wa are the tool of the t empter until 

h1s wor k 1s finished . That temptation 1s diabolical . 

"If this life be not a real fight , '' says William James, 

"in which something is eternally gained ~or the universe by 

success , 1t 1s no better than a game of private theatricals, , 
\;. 

from which one may wihdraw at will . But 1t feels ltke a real 
1\ 

fight - as 1f there were something really wild in the 

1 
,,1 

un verse ••• 

Thus we are l!"Jd to conclude that temptation is reals 

that no temptation comes from God: that tta seat cannot ba 

found tn the fact or knowleag~ of human fre~doml nor 1n 

situations alone: ana that ita personal and pointed nature 

demands the pr~seno& of the Adversary. 

''There was never any question,'' writes o. s. Lewi9 , tto:r 

trac 1ng ill evil to man ••• a a far as this world is concerned, 

" ••• we all live between the ' hell incensed points ' of M1chaal 

and Satan. The difference between the Ohriatian and the 

(unlimited ) Dualist is that the Christian thinks one stage 

further, and s~es that if M1ahael is really in the r1ght , 

and Satan r~ally in the wrong, this must mean that they 

stand in two different relations to somebody or something 

further b~ck, to the ultimate ground of reality itself. 

All this, of course, has been watered down 1n modern times by 

t 1 "2 he theo og1ans who are afraid of mythology •••• 

1. The Real Fight . 

2 . The Spectator, Feb. 7 - ~1 . p . 141. 
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THE LORD MIGHTY IN BA.TTL$ 

If we accept the real personal nature of th~ Adversary. 

w~ find our Lord ' s Wr'!Y.'k placrPd lmm~diat ~ ly in tha pe.rspeotive 

g iven 't),y the ·'losu~~tla . H1s struggle becomoa 1n f.llct the 

•
1at.rugglc for ths Kingdom of lod against the pow~r of Satan" , 

/ 
as Aulen said . Our ~cceptance of the 11~1t~d dualism is, more· 

over, not nA rely a permisstbla presupposition, but a ~1rsct 

1nfe.rence from what is kno·i ~1 or t~mptation. 

TaE UNI1UE PURPOSE OF BATTLE 

W-9)spoke earl1ar of JesuA , who shoul'-' eave His peo·ple from 

the ir sins, even from thH ultimate state of sln whence all 

sin apr1~gs. Ho ca.me to bl'eak down eatrangem~nt ... but not so 

much to break down as to crush the Estrang~r and woo him who 

was estranged . Ti'fo frequently speak or forgiveness a.s the 

unique factor in Christianity. Th13 is not t rue unless 1t 

ls made el~ar what this f'o.rg1V~Hloss means. The prophet s 

ae eured their. h earers tha t God wa. a lile!"ciful and forgiving: 

''He will not a lways chide , na 1thar will He keop H1s anger 

for evttr .. , wrote the Psalmist . 1 
''He bare them and car rid 

them all the days of old" , said Isaiah. 2 There was contained 

1n theaa the idea of ' c ovorin3 ' of sin, or its •oarry1ng 

away• . But never was there any augge sti~n tha t God should 

bear the cost of men ' s sins 1n His own per son. Yet thi~ our 

Lord did, offering in His own person the forgiveness of God 

to men and also the self- oblation of me n to God 1n r e sponse 

to H1s f orgive ne ss. 

THE DOUBLE PURPOSE OF THE INCARNAT ION 

Whilst the forgiveness 1n Chr1at is untq·u.e , we must not 

fail to perceive within it a double stream or activity. We 

1. Ps . 103 9. 

2. Ism. 63 : 9 . 



are{rsmiliar with the Christ of the Cr uc 1f1.x. "Belovad , 

when you patiently suffered all things, and went down to 

death, with all our sine heaped upon you ••• is that what 

" 1 God does for us? ~' says John 1n t he- Man born to be King. " 

Our belief concerning the Adversa.ry rEJnders the struggle the 

more poignant. Yet when Aulen wrote upon the Atonement, he 

was constrained to entitle it ''Christue Victor''• This is 
, ..... 

the Christ tr~mphant, high above crucifix and altar, en• 

throned in the blaze or some Eastern window with all His 

saints about Him. 

It repr~sents the upwnt-0 sw~ep or ths Divine forgiveness: 

t.here 1s no mere r!'3stcrat1on to ~1oms hf:llc;yon innocence, but 

the gB. th~r1ng up or men into ne;., L1fe. St. Pa ul, wrtting 

to th~ Coloss1nns, apen.ko of t'the mystary wbich hath been 

hid from agse and from gaw;rnt1ons, but now ~s macv manifest 

to His sainte, to whom God 1trou1<1 make kno\·10 what ~. l'\ the 

riche-s or the glory of th:ts mystery ·aJJ1ong the Gentiles; which 

ls - Christ 1n you, the Hop~ ot glory." 2 And however we refer 

to tt~ , being ''1n Ohrist" is the hes.rt ot Christianity. Christ 

1n His redemptive work identifies Himself in a most literal 

and complete way with those whom He seeks to redeem. 

THE H~IGHT AND THE DEPTH OF CHRIST 1 $ LOVE 

c.s. Lewis3, oraw1n$ upon the imagination of early 

Eastern theology, gives e. fine d~scription of what Christ's 

total identification means . He has a picture of a diver, 

plunging into the ocean or human society, plumbing the very 

depths, to the ooze of the sea. bed; and then turning, and 

ascending with bursting lungs, dragging the whola Creation 

1. p. 3~0 

2, Ool. 1 : ?.6, 21. 

3. M1r~cles, p. 1~5. 



up into the sharp a1r , out of the half-light into ths light. 

So 1t \'las t.'lith our Lord . He ide ntift~s Himself w1th those 

at H!s 

lost 11
• 

Bernard 

footstool, ,, t~'ltl h~..unblAat ana the lowlt st 

And He ca!:'.rif:' a them up into n~-,., lifo, of 

of Cllli~vaux coula w~~ tta 
,, 

But what to those \'lhO find? Ah, this •• 

~~or tongue nor pen aan show: 

tt 

·rh9 love of Jt'tn.tn, what 1t 1s, 

None but His loved ones kno•t~ • • • 

and th\!1 

'·"h1ch 

In saving us from our sin, He has to deal with the evil 

that 1s in us. In order that we may be i n H1m. He must take 

our ev11 into Himself, absorb it, and overcome tt. Th i s is 

part or the Christian experienc e of forgiveness, g iv ing rise 

to certainty of the fact of the Atonement. Ae He overcomes 

ev11 in us, He come e face to race with the Adver·sary, and 

1n us a tones eternally. 

If th1~ 1s so 1n t he days of His Kingship, how much 

more so was 1t 1n the days or His 11fe on earth. He ~aa 

tempted ln all points , »11ke as ws are ~. His struggle was 

a personal struggle for .our sakss, brought down t.o a personal 

trageoy. 

Th8 movement from tragedy to triumph is less easy to 

follow: for 1t 1s a movement from lfeath to l.1fe . The early 

church found this movement symbolised 1n bapt :tsm , and 

consummated 1n heaven. That f inal joy i.s outs1Cie our 

conceiving. Dut the new Ltfe 1s also a present poaeeas1on • 

a gift. For those who ar~ in Christ, the Adversary •s powsr -

1s broken . They do not cease to reel his onslaughts, yet 

they may suffer them w1111ngly, treading the road their 

Master went . Th~ outcome 1s already decided , and the token 
<.> • e " of ~ecis1on is the fact or the Refurre~1on. Finita iam 

sunt proe lia • Alleluia! 11 

JJ. 



20 

JESUS THW SAVIOUR 

Thus, when our Lord redeems a man, He fights the battl• 

wh1oh the man himself cannot fight, taking the full 1mpaot 

of ~he Adversary, removing that man i'rom the power of th& 

Adv rtr sary by 1no orpo.ra t 1ng him in H 1m self. 



---------------------------------------~~---------------------------------

2.1 

CHAPrER 'l'HREE 

3hotv 1ns no\v aln l:.>Acorues the ar1tr~~ce for the disin ... 

trgratin~ lcli'luerice or tb.a A{v~Srsery, a.r.d ttat ths X'6SiJ.lting 

impairment of tee personal ity inhibits co1mnuoion wi t h \.tod. 

Shov1iag also ho1-1 the persot1ality may be perl/erted to t ho 

Ad <.rs l." sary and dest. r uct1on , and ho~v sin bec omes lnavite.bl e 

bl':IC a use of tb.s c orr-up~ 1.0 t1 o.r t ile htrnan e nvlronms tlt. 

Showing also how the free gift of divine dunamis i n 

Jesus Ghr i s t ent ered the world of or dinary man and object s , 

and .restored the impa i red -pe:rsona llt y. :rhe \.1-ospel heal ings 

cons ide red as evide nee 8 of ms n ma<le whole. Show ine; also 

how Jesus Christ inaugur-ateo the new environment of ths 

Kingd om of God, 8 ide with the ola . 'l'he <:io tlpe 1 miracle a 

c onsidered as evidetlces of ths i\ lngdoiU. 



ANARCHY AND T H R G IF T 

0 F W H 0 L E N E S S 

JESUS THE MESSIAH 

No~>,r that we h::.ve lighto:J u.p0~ the nature of Chr.ist' a 

contast .. a real fight with qometh.ing really ltJild ... we ara 

1n a. position to undEH' tJtand some or the at.t'at~gy He used. 

The Old Testament showa the calling of Israel to a 

Messianic task. The calling of Israel becomea focused in 

the calling of one man, the elervant of ths Lord. The plans 

·of Almighty God re at upon the obedience of one man. The 

New Testament recoras God becoming that man Himself'. \Vhat 

has He oome to do? 

"He found th!' place tt/hF"Z:S it was \4r1tten, 

uTht Splr1t of the.: Lord 19 upon He, bacau3e Ha hath 

anotntecl ~J:e 

To preach the gogpel to ths poor; 

He hath sent ~5e 
-o 

To heal the b~ken-heartsd, 

To preach deliverance to the captives, 

And recovering of sight to the blind; 

To set at liberty them that are bruised; 

To preach the aooaptable ysn.r of the Lord." 
1 This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears." 

He oame to a world full of broken ment eo that He might 

restors them and call them to Life . 

THE TRAIJ OF DESTRL~TION 

We must ask why men were broken. As far as we oan 

reason the matter out, men were created tor fellowship with 

God , bound to Him in w1111ng obedience , and r eceiving His 

c ommands with joy. But the fac t .remains that in men who 

1. Luke 4 . 17 .. 18, quoting Iaa. 61 : 1, 2 (!~XX) 
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have never known the saving revelatton or God in Christ, 

their knowledge of God's commands through the moral 

oonsoiousness is perverted and distorted. It is not so 

much that t hey cannot hear God, as that they cannot hear 

Him rightly. Their malady is not only estrangement: it 

is also an inner disintegration. This is the work of aa 

alien hand; the Adversary ' ~ · The Adversary has no positive 

existence - a lthough we say he is real and personal. His 

e~istence i s ent irely negative: his desire oan never be 

creative, for in his utter separateness from God he desires 

society still, but will not be forgiven: therefor.e his 

desire 1s that all men shall be as he 1s, distntagrated, out 

off from the la.nd of those who alone can be said to Live, 

a nd Joining him in the false society or the lost where 

even their individuality i s consumed in h,.s. 

~-1Al\T ' S RTI:SPCN3TBtriTY ":'0~1 HIS DIS I~TBQRA':' ION 

Although t he Adversary desires disintegration in men , 

he 1s not at liberty to produce it. Paul ' s great words 

"What shall separate us from the love of Christ?" show 

clearly the line of defence about us. The only entrance 

for the d1Aintegrating power of the Adversary 1s at the 
::. 

point where God, who loves freedom, has limited Hi p( omn1• 

potence , granting human rre~dom. I t is necessary for men 

to ohoose the evil rathe r th:a.n the gootl before their dis­

integration begins. Once the d i sintegration bas begun, the . 

choic e becomes less and less r eal. A m~n ' s disint egration 

1a caua&d also by the defection of the whole wor-ld-order 

which. surrounds h1'rn . Although created a. ' drearn1ng innocent ', 

he may have been conditioned away from that state for so 

long that he no longer remembers it. Ha may feel . though 

wrongly, that he cannot be held responsible for his s1ns• 

that he was made that way. The temptation of such a 

prea1cameni 1e to fail to see sin a s a1n at all. 

23 



Thus the Adversary has two methods of advance: t emptation 

and e 11~nat 1 on of the 1nt' 1v1dual from 111s obed 1e nt rfllle.t ton 

to God. end t~mr.tation and a11enfl.t.1on of the human race 

through the very sttJf•pf'lr-petw~tlng nattH•tt or sin. When we 

aueoumb to t,emrtnt1on, a11enfltton from G-ofl 1s the .result: and 

th".s sucoumbin~ is t.he J.()ophole for the deetrnctive power or 
thf' Aclver SfH'Y to enter" 

THE EFFF:C rs OF DHHlf.rEGRA'l' ION IN JviEN 

In order to understand the way 1n which our Ldrd r estored 

m~n , we must seek to understand roen in th~ir brokenness. We 

1:\.ke to ~peak of t\'hole pfllr!:'lonal H lea: yet it 1.s doubtful 

wheth8r we have ever eeen one apRrt from the p•rson of 

Christ. N~ve.rth.~tJess we can believA tha.t rnao ie intended to 

be an "tnd'tvi8'lhl~ \-lhol<". I1" w~ '10W T~roreflld to annlys~ the 

naturP. or mttn, 'ln~ to an.y +.hat hit:J Cl1s1ntegrP.tion prodttces 

a lack or C\ohe- ~1ort 111 h1m, ~ra must not r.rarnA th~ mental 

p1c t,.tNI or two halvf!!s of q !'e.rsonalitv flytl'lg apart, as though 

body and '30U1 could be se-parated. If we are to frame a 

picture at all, it must be rather of man oapable of llving 

in two worlds , natural ana supernat~al, upon whom the effect 

of disintegration 1s to make h1m unaware of his supernatural 

dimensions - almost as though a solid being had become 

persuaded that he w~a flAt. 

CARE WITHOUT 

Some mooern philosophers have g1vsn us an extraordinarily 

close desc.r1ption of broken man . Heidegger f1oda him ridden 

with care1 and care 1a th• outorope1ng of dread of Nothingness, 

the symbolic recurrence 1n co~sc1ousness of thF~uboonsoiously 

p•roe1ved threat of non-being. ' Natur al ' man 1s afraid of 

losing 'himself ' - the little of him that 1s not already 

lost by separation from God. For Christians, oare 1s the 



obvious 1mpl1cat ton of a man's separation rrom God: it is 

the price of attempted selt-ex1stenoe on ths part of can. 

T)!SORI1Mfi'3A.T ION 1¥ITH IN 

Car~ 1a ~x~~r~aJ. to the man: 1t concerns h!s ralRtionB 

with otl'J.era, h.is Wf':\Y ll.nt:" n~.! !'l nd. It ia not., however- , the 

only effeat of s~pRrat ton from God . ~here is also a dis­

orga.n1snt1on and consequent diaintegrat1c11 of man's 

~erao~aJtty. Thts has b~en ove~looked by t he s~istentialists • 

. ~nd ye-t an anal~rs1CJ of hum9n personal1.ty b!'.a~d up':ln IJ.X1stent1al 

tnE~1~htP r-th01t7S ths.t such t~. d1sorp;s.ntsatton i~ t>xt re~ely probable. 

MAN AS PW=tE SUBJliiOT 

Hetnrich R1ck.,rt stnt~a his posit ton thus: ''I am not 

the boC!y whiGh I call my body. •rhifd bodily crganism is 

!n~eed th~ object of. my knowledge and the instrument of my 

w'.11, hut 1 t ts not my ego.. Nor e.m I the world of my 

col'lMtouene~s •••• ell tl-.l fl:1fl ~o11tent.s of <Jnnso1oltS~t an pass 

bPfo.rt n:!e ••• • But J myC3~lf, th~ !mr1e1ble speot8tor, .~:1m 

not e P.s.rt. of tha ca':'lt.Ants of my oorJsclcusnaes ••• I r:~n 

never confront myself witn myselfd . Thie 1e quoted by Karl 

He1ml, who ~oes on to say~ 11 1 can malta much more defini te 

etatem~nts about myself than 4bout anything which confroats 

me as objeot. These are ths eo-aalled existe ~tial propon~ 

1 t ions wh icb He ice ~ge.r d lst 1nguiahe e from the c a ta gor 1!!13 

tn which \'le frame ob_jeottve exu~r,.snoe. 11 He continues 

lat-~r. ' ' •••• we can m~.1:fe- vary t.:lefb11teo assert tons E> ·bout this 

tmobserva~le ens r eP:.l:tsail'!lum, assert i.ona f or \·Jhich rie c le.1m 

ge ner91 validity. It !a •v1dent t.hat. tnis realHy'' - the 

self • ''bEP1one:s t.o a re~.lon lying out. s1oe three-dilllenslonal 

S"PA.O e • It 2 

Professor Norman Robinson, speaking of Martin Bubar's 

two prtmary words I • Thou and I - It, says that 'Thou' and 

1. ~. F~1th and Nat. So. p . 36. 

2. p. 45. ~. Faith and Nat. So. 



'It' belong to differe nt worlds: tbe world of subject s 

and the world or obj~cts respeat1vely. 1 The Implication 

is that I am upon the boundary of the two worlds • and so 

is e v• ry other man as subject . 

H~ 1m u~e '3 his qu..,ta t ton to nhoN that !!Inn ' s 't rut!l ae lt ' 

1n pur~ 9Ubject ~1h1ch c ann'=>t be r1aee object. This 1s 

probably an OVC"."'ste.t~M~nt. !f wl!t are to pr!!m~.r.ve the 

1ns1~1t that the person~1i~~ or man is tna1v1s1ble , then 

there can be no such 'thins ' as the ' true seJf''. Yet 

Rickert ' s d1ff~.ronttat1on poaea a question, whose solution 

is surely that ~.,he?'eao He tm ' a netego1• 1e s ;J..t'e :psycb.olog'l.oel ... 

the t erms ' ego ' and ' tr·:.J.e aa lf ' ~G note this - the f llct of 

mu.n a.s ~:ure subject '<'~hich ~e de-scribes d(:tr..ands categor les 

which are ontolog tral . It is truer to say thnt man as 

obji!C't i.s the 'tl~ole U':!.':l in anotht!1" mo.:!~ of br; tns. The 

transition from on8 mode to ano ther 19 tn scco~dance wtth 

th~ inward or out~urd " dirAot1on of the consctousna8o 

.r~ ~pe ct. ive ly . 

MAN AS PURB OBJECT 

'T'hft analy!=! :ta of man ~s pure object 1 s la.rg« ly the aoc ount 

give n of him by the ac1~ncea . H~ is found to be f inite &no 

conditioned. He io a n orgsniom of organ1sms. He 1s, both 

individually o.ncl oolleo ttvely. a conve-rter or s t1mult into 

a.at ton. He 1s explicR--ble 1n t e rms of thre~-d 1me nsiona.l 

apace . And yet ev en in this analysis there is a mystery. 

Because man is an organism. he possesses a pattern of 

organisa tion w:tthi n himsolf which S.s not his o~rn creation. 
He is known to break. away from his condition~~ stat e , and 

yet call the break ing away obedience. And he gives evidence 

that three-dimensional epace is not finally binding upon 

him. 

1. Lectur es at Rhodes University 1956 . 



DISOHGANISATION DY THE INHIBITION OF ~.fAN AS SUBJECT 

With this analysis before us w~ may seek to understand 

the effect of the Adversary's disintegrating power. We 

must reme~ber that bla aestre is not annlhilat1on or 

hurna.n1ty • but its abaorpt ion into his own be 1ng (which 1a 

virtually non-being). Therefore he preserves man as object. 

He aleo wishes to cut men off from God~ and therefore 1~~ib1ts 

the .subject1Ye mod eJ of being .. for God, who can neye.r be 

madA object, is round only in t'he world of subjects. Under 

the influe nee of dis integ~a.t ing power • m«' n live as objeot s, 

and se~ each other as mere objacts • approaohin€ the state 

of being totally conditioned by their environment . This 

the ex1stentia:lists rightly term inauthentic existence. 

c. s. I,ew1s puts 1t d 1tferently: the effect of corrupt ion 

is to make men r evert to behaviour proper in the. animal 

world, and improper ln human society. For it 1s men's 

capacity for being subJectively that ma.kaa them distinctively 

human. \J/e must notice that even the state of being totally 

conditioned is not necessarily evil unless tho environment 

1s o o.r.rupted: but the Adversary has already e stabl1shed in 

that environment the treadmill of self-perpetua ting sin, 

and everything 8n~ eYeryone cono1t1oned 'by it (1ncJud1ng 

animals) awaits its tra narormat1on. 

THFJ D'POSS Hlit.r:'Y OF A TOTAL INHIBIT ION 

Yot man :ts not totally corrupt: h e has nev er yet bt'Jo 

.reduc~ a t o an entire ly objsc t ive mode of bl!' tng . The mysteries 

of his objective bAing are 1no1ca.t1omt of an interlocking 

between subjective and objeotivG modes of b~ing, which 

cannot b~ broke n: they con only b 8 ignor~ d (and f r8qusntly 

9.!'9) • . 

It ha.a bee t! found. for instance, that a large proportion 

of or~ lnary penple possess faculties altogether indepe ndent 



of space and time, and inexplicable by any known physical 

ra.d1a.t1on laws. The!'9!! haY!! b-?en 1nvest1gato1 by Rhtne , 

SoBl, an~ oth ~ ra upon a stattstical basts and ~hown to 

~ x1st to ~ h1~her d~~rse of prob~bility than that demanded 

for th~ ~cc,pt~rcG ~f phy~1c~1 hypotheses . In view or 

l-!e1m ' e dictu'TI th-9.t what :he te.r.me ' thQ self ' bslong.s to 

a l"t~Jg1on Jying outs1!J~ three-9i'llensional spa.c~ (by no 

meane a phyeic~l impo~s1bt11ty) wa sre 1~~ to conclude that 

such faculties erf!J the product of the sub,19ctbre mo1e of 

being. This is borne out by a. statement by Rh1 ne 1; ''The. 

better adjusted t~e 1nd1vldualtl, he writ~~ . ~the more 

likely h~ is to ecore well ~~ th~ psi tasts.~ The 'ps1 

t~sts ' d9terT.ine th~ prsgence of the ext~~a~nsory f~cult1as 

rarerr~d to nbove. The bett~r a~ju~tsd th~ p~rson is, the 

1oea likely he 1~ to b! ~onf1n!B to htA objacttue ~od9 of 

be1n~, aod t"le 11or~ 1Hte1y to ba.'r!! "11..3 s~bj~Jtlv !! 111o1e of 

bain~ acce~eib1e. 

Such s. nypothesis is carried further by Hall Knight ' s 
~ 

anal#,1S of the Hebrew prophetic consciousness. The nabi' 
(\ 

was known by his trance-li~e states, from which poured 

forth a torrent of words not his own, ~r orypt1o oracles 

whose meaning w~s hidden und~r symbols. Yet this was 

oowmon to any eoetatic 1" the !lnoient or modern world. 

The Hebrew nebi ' tm were unique because their ecstasy 

produced a moral cont ent which was rightly racogniseo as 

the word or God . Thej had round, or rathor been given ... 

the ' lt*l'lC! of th~ lord' w~s upon them - their full subjective 

mode of ba 1ng , and so been ready for an inter .. subjeo t 1v& 

relationship with God . lt seems, nevertheless, that th1s 

ecstatic state with moral content was the g1ft of the fow . 

The Old Testament speaks of the prophets (and mighty men, 

who had s1m1lar gift s) ''whom God raised up11 , as part Df 

the Msesta.n i o calling of Israel . 

1. New Wor l d o f the Mind. p . 107. 



Wa would expect to find the subjective mode of being 

1 1 1 ' t comp eta n the life of Christ . Dean Matthews sc&Ks o 

show tile connection ·.:;att-~ee-n Cb.rist ' s prophGtic consclousneoa 

ana tho patta-psyehologice..l phenomena which lndicats the 

existence of tilE'. su·ujeotive I:J..) tle 0f bE:iing, ana stresses that 

they were all present in a ma.rkt:J aegr·ee. 1:tsr~ cannot , 

howevar, bfl any exact :t.1 eounstruo Llon of Christ's inner 

consciousness, and theteforo the question jnust re~naln open. 

THE EFF'EOT OF THif I m-IIBITION Ul?ON THE BODY AND !.!IND 

Because the eu'b ject ive mode of being is not altogether 

lost ~o men, they are not altogether conditioned by their 

corruptea e~vironment . ThtJy have not oee.aed to be organlsma: 

organising and sua~aining power is able to re~ch them from 

its source in Uod . But in ao far as they are canaitioned 

thasa ls the p~rverslo~ of the principle of sacrifice to 

the pr1ncipl~ 0f pDrasitl3m, whose ~hys ic~l result ia 

slckna <as . hnothC!' r is thu intr-usion o~ psychological at 1mul1, 

induced by a corrupt env 1rotlillf-nt , int o the freedom of choice 

of action .. fear , lust, or self- pressrvation -which, often 

1n com'binat ion with physical disorganisation, produce the 

psych0path. And if this is true of ths effect of a corrupt 

2-:J . 

env ironment, it is doubly true 111hen the Adversary obtains direct 

access. 

DISOrtGANISATIOlJ DY TEE H~RVE!:SION OF Y,.Ah AS SlJStTECT 

The Adversary does not roat wh~n he bas proouoed the 

state or inauthentic sx1stanc~ . There 1s a mode of be ing 

whicll 1s far more uae ful to him , although it bears with ~t 

the r1sk of a sudden convers ion. It 1s the perverted 

subjective mode of being. This was common 1n the anc1ont 

world , apd ls es common under d1ffer~nt namtts today. Men 

1. The problem of Christ 1n the twentieth century. 



have recognised t he eost a t1o s t a t e as t he sat eway to 

subjective being, and have sought it for 1ts own aak&. 

For every prcpheJt of Ya!:lw,~h ti:HH'e iit!l'C :na.ny :':1lso ;:~opb.ots .• 

Th~y were not all fr~uds: ti1ey w~r-a mostly (!fln'.line bu.t 

perverted ecatat tcs . A sli&ht 1 nva ~t1g~t1on lnto the1r 

practices will shew the e~ter.t (t:y our stand:uas) of the 

pervere1on. Ioaay atteotlon 1s held by hyt~os1s and 

rae d iumship, both of wl'.dob are useful tools, 'but vih 1~h 1n 

the minds of many hav~ become ends in t.he0se lve s . It ts 

th1s ecstatic state , akin to thG dGepsst way of worship by 

cont~mplation, and yet ontered without the ~ubject to bA 

worshipped in m1na; which c~:n ba- so r eaclly perv£trted t.o 

a f'a:ae worship of the Adversary·. 

·rmc :POS'3IBII. I TY OF A 'rOTAL FERVEHSION 

p~rvorted , ti1s savir.g pow<:r, which vms bl.ble tu pE"netrate 

past its par~ iul lnhll>1 t J.on, 18 r1o lcns~r availnble. H~ 

is oat off ·?r:)m \-ihat I!W.dr2 him un or ganl nr:l , and la vvholly 

in the power of the ..\dVcH':3a;•y. II1s aGat.h is tho result: 

not the death in which the ant i ra o~g~nism at lens th 

succ umbe to the onslaughts of l ta ~ nv ironment, but the 

death of the personality which leaves the bod~r ( i.n c.s. 

Lsw13 ' phrnte ) a 'ma naged corp sa'. Thi11 is thG axtr.ams: 

before it is reached, there is partial possession. Th~ 

man sometimes knows who he i 1H at ot.he r t1raEHJ hts identity 

is loat to him . This is not to be confuged with inauthentic 

ex1atence . Possession is as far on the negative side or 
inauthentic existence as Life is on the positive side. 

TH~ EFFECT 0~ ?ERVEU3 ION ON BODY .AND MIND 

Where t he perversion or the subjective mo~e of being is 

not complete , :lnd the 11a.n 1s obed i ent sometimes to the dimly .. 

~eard voi"e of hit: Maker; there 1s r oom still for organising 

power to reach h1m. It seems, 1n fac t, that by the mercy or 
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God a whole realm of his consc iousness has bee n withdrawn 

from h1s per·ccptioa o~ :l.t in order that this v ltal org.anis1t.g 

power 1na.y re::tcb him. Heverthel8ss itf3 flo~1 1£~ lmpedt..d , aut1 

ite wol1 k1ne;. part~~;' C.€fe~tec l!;/ the dost.ructlve: countur-f low 

a.r1m1tt~:·o in hi!:: pervertet~ sul:jec;tl.ve I.to0e of "teing,. In 

t;~. .:-"!d it lon tC' ll() .1. 06 ;po .~ SE.' 6 SE.' d , it ulUSt be exptcted that hie 

body aml mtnu [8 }.1 ·~..me~~ X' t he lava~ of his e nv ironment , s1tJc e 

thGy ar2 11(; Jon~or orgunisf C ULrou~ hitl . Thus p:1ys1cal 

and mental offecta ghould be obstirved similar to those 

obtained whe t1 the subjective mode of being is merely 

1nhibi tc a ... wl th thP. adii it ion of a more or less mark eo ~a nee 

of b~~ns possessed. 

TrtE COMFOUND STRATEG.i OF THE ADrv-EHSARY 

·1ric rr.r.y 8VJu up tLE; A~ive .r!Jaty'~ stra.tt:gy ir. three· mov.ea . 

Ilia tc.rt)ct io thE: nw.n to \·il10I:t both subjactive at'lO objectiv·e 

rnodcF; of being e,l'ft frf:ely a.ve.ilable . :;·ron: thE· very hour or 
the mf.n' f7 c or~cr pt ~-on thE at t.ac k te gine from his corrupted 

e r:vtrcnment . ran is itJ(H itslfle . thour)l not original: his 

Cret..tor does not t=roduce sbooa;y wo.r·k . 5 1rJ brings with 1t 

the inhibition of the wa.n ' e; subjective mode of being, and 

or~ns the door to the disintegr a t ing power of the A~versary ' 

that ie the e~c ond move . And t he final attack c omes when 

man aeelrs h~.s lo£:Jt subject 1ve mods of bs 1ng, worshipping 

he knows not what , ana discoV'ers t hat because of tna.t very 

action 1t ao lon~er belongs to hlm alone . 

T!1E DIFFICt:LTY OF COUNTZR 1'4EASURES 

To defeat cuch a stra tegy, it 1a not possible t o adopt 

the Adversary ' s tactics and ortve him back point for point . 

For his purpose is to 1nhibit or p!rvert human freedom unt11 

1t is no longer freedo~ . But we believe that God c t~ated 

hu~an freedom for H1s own free fellowsh i p , an1 t h•refore 

t nat He ~~es not a~opt any counter-~easurea which constrain 

it . Therefore we cannot accept Bart h 's analys i s t hat the 
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counter-JP~Sa.sur~a ar.:> a ne i4 creation, d0i11g away with the 

accept hL3 doctrins e>t t~t~J. no:t'ru:;:t1on. 

THE INES'rll-1ABLE AOVANTAUE 

Tbe key to th~ strQ~~l~ 11~~ 1n wh~t c.s. Lew 1a puts 

i::tc ti1a mouth of Sc r~· . .,~~'P" ... ••1.~"v"r 'I1'3.V11')~ 'b~!O a h 111Tlan 

(Ch that abo~inc~le sevqnt~ge of the qn~mytq ! ) you dol') ' t 

r~alise ho~ ensl~ved they 9re to the p.regsurA of th9 

ord1nary.»1 Thr ~mn9my~ her~ ls Chr1gt. 

He turned the flank of the Adversary , to man ' s 

inest1mablf\ advantage and His own inestimable cost. He 

beoe.me man: and , a.a we found ea.rlie.t•, r~~hts for man. 

0 generous love ! Thnt Ue who smot e 

In Man, f or man, the foe , 

'l'he double agony in Man 

For man should unae.rgo. 2 

Fe ~ntE~rf:'fl thtn ~ror1~ of o't'jeot1ve mo~e of b~tne; , and 

knew its or~icarinfee. He ~PA ablP to und~rRtand m~n to 

\'lhom th~rt" oE" cmed to be no ot.her mo~~ cr being, and draw 

them out of thrms81VES ~nto R fu11y subject1v~ r~l.ation 

with God. But cert&in dofin1te steps w~re oeceeeary to 

achievn this. 

THit RrtJ.UtDY '!.<'OR I NH I~ IT IO)I OF THE SUBJECTIVE MODE OF BEING 

The shape of the ~cvera~ry ' s strateBY demands that two 

prima causes for the 1nhib1ttor. or the subjective m0de of 

be 1ne among me-•n be overcom'!l: naml!'ly, subjection to a 

corrupt environment, and th~ unw111tngn~as l~ man to return 

to a subjective mode of betng , which w~ d~acribe as guilt . 

'.'rhe first csuaa u ir:ht be oYercome by th~ transforma.t.ion ot 

1. Snrewtap~ L~tters No . 1. 

2 . John Henry Newman: '' Praise to th$ Holiest in the height". 

• 
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t he corrupt env ironme nt , such as t he prophet e nvisaged 

whe n he saw t he wolf lie down with the l amb . This solution, 

howeve r, over l ook s the f a ct that the corrupt environment of 

me n is perpe tually mainta ine d by the a ina of other ma n. 

The transformat ion of one ma o ' s e nvir.oruna nt in order that 

h e may t urn to t he r.o.rd , and s in no more , of his own free 

asse nt , involve s the suppre ssion of fre edom of all othar 

me n. 

our I~rd 1~ His M~se1e~1e t~ ok knPw thl~ . Hie diac tple s 

often d i d not . ~hey ast::e~. Hi m, even e.ft3 r His .resurr tct i o n: 

";·.ord wtlt thou at this t. tmc .r~nt or-~ a.c.nin the k i '1sdom to 
I 

Bu t ~ ~1 our !"ol•(: ' B oG.yil'lJ3a t~-10 thingf~ sta11d cut 

c learly: E~s R1ng~.1oru 1a not of this W"JrHJ ; e.ud yet 1t in 

near at hA.ll<1 . It ls the J~itigc1on.t into \-ihlch Be has l.l!ntered, 

bl'11.lg "'.n lt . I : ts :;.3 tl"uly an objec~tve omrtronment aa 

.., 4- • t .. a nl,; yB ·; 'l .~. s , 1n our Lore • s 

t oachlng, evel.' ,:TVThero pre-sE: nt. 1 ThiFJ Kin~dom is thus not 

ao enforced transformatio n of this world , but a nrw creation 

1 . If we are not content to a·~ce p t th 1 s as mystcr y, and are 

t roub l e d by the physic a 1 a uc me ta:phys1oal pr obl er.u: r a ised , 

theor et ical physic s (at i t s pre sent stage ) leads us to 
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expec t a ~ult 1p1 1city of opac~-t L~e c ontinua 1 nt ~rpe oe trat 1ng 

ons another and correlated by their relative sta t es or move-

me nt ar.:d the un lvek'sal va l1c11ty of phys1cnl laws e~reeaed 

1n equations of t ranofo!'T!lntton. The me t aphys i ca l prob l ems 

mig"lt be sol ve d by :;o st ~.l'l ting th~t Goc 1s per s onally avail• 

ablA to al1 these c ont inua but is conta t ned by no ne . He i s 

" in Haaven", but Heavs n and t ha Heave n of Heav e ns do not 
\\ 

cont a tn Him. Soe He lm, ''x" Fait h a nd Nat u!'a l Science , 

pp . l39- 150 and Albe rt Eins t e in, '' Relat ivity, A popul ar 

e xno a 1 t l on11 • nn. 1 "7it:\ t-f" _ 



into which men may enter w1111ngly. They do not fo~aake 

this wo~ld until they pass th~ough physical death to 

resurrect1orn thsrefor.e for a while they are men of two 

wor-lds. But while they are in this world the Kinga om 1.s 

ava1labl" to them as their new environment only through 

their participa.tiot1 ln Christ: resurrection also is thet.rs 

only 1n Ch~ist. Thsra 1s only one· ilay, one Door to the 

sheepfold . 

subject moce of be 1ng in ruan, through worship of God in Christ. 

~ihere that moos of beine is inhlbited, that rnan cannot enter 

the Kingdo;n. Tr.J.e rsfore Christ u.E(ed the objeactive mode c! 

being in men , as conditioned aQd inautnantic existence. ile -
J2ecame st~bjegj_.]._o tile.pl:'ocess and death of tha t e.xister.os; 

of their- eub,jective n:ott! of being we.s not total: tb.sr-ef'ore 

the objectlve sacrs.;nent couli: ca.rr,y :,; it .c4 it th~ claim of 

Christ as eu.b~ect. The unw1111.nbnes~ to return to the 

sutjec tiva moce of belng, which was. au_~! to the rea.r oon­

esquent to di sobeoience, ( e.td the Advert:iaxy'e chief wsapon) , 

was overcome by our Lord • s remission of the sin. Thus 

msn' s appreh€ naton of 0hx'ist was l ad from the \vcr ld cf 

pbject E to the world of subjeats. until it became the full 

encounter of reconciliation ,.vr .. ioh a.cknc;;lecged Him as G-od. 

'£HE H!~AL I NG CF' BODY ~ !.m ~UND 

It is apparent from the: Goep&ls that men had only to 

enter into some communion ·bet.wec n theL.lselv•s as subjects 

and ou.1.,. Lord as SubJec t, in otdElr that healing 'llight take 

place. They wera not at ft:r-st. challeng~a to recognise 

that o ommurt:i_on as o o-.:r mlJPicn v:1 th God. The 1m plio at ion is 

that as soon ae God in Ghrist has access to a man's subjective 

mods of be lng. the organ1Alng aunam1a o:f' God haa access to that 



wan's objectbr~ meat" or. bn:tng: ano alr,o that the ois1nt~grat ing 

powe!> of the fl..'l, .. ~ lot o:<h '"•r .· , ... , ....... J' 

The aunam1s of Goo, as 1t enters man's physical organ­

isation, removes his dependence on the conditioning of h1s 

corrupted environment. The earoe ayottm of la,~s of physicAl 

e xiste nee a.ppl ie s to him as be.:f'or~, but the dunam:l.s of God 

1n1t1ates; from without, new trains of reactions under that 

system of laws wh1"h restore h1a bodily a.no m~nta.l normality. 

Whether the opera t !on is under !-rnown la.wsj or unknown, thel"tt 

1e no suspension of lawa necea~ary. The miraculous element 

of such healing lies neither in its unexpectedne.se nor 1n 

ita apparent contradiction of the our.rent state of human 

knowledge, but in the ract that ita prime cause must be 

accepted as a g ift, s1noe it,the dunam!s or God , 1a 

inaccessible to bUJII.en manipulation. 

n~t th~ only rr?ult wh~n n man bsoomes fillEd witt the 

dun~.m 1s of Goc'l; but that t.hE' re may be suffer ins. oft~ n 

v ,_c erious, will. 1 np_:1 y unoert~ke n. W~ ahalJ. a~ al 1·11 th this 

qneet1on in a l~ter chnpter. 

HF..hTING- IN THE GC::1FE!S 

Th~ next constlfera.t1on '·s '·r"le t hsr our analysis of our 

Lord's ~tr~. t~~Y ts supported by the mirac leg of hea.ltng 

rAcord~d 1n th~ Go9pe1~ . Here the o1Bss1ficat19n adopted 
1 by W8at.herhead is lJ.seful, a nd 1s reproduced io abbreviated 

form, with ~J iP.ht mocllfioatton. 
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Cls.ss 1. 

1a . Th~ Cleanein~ of a 
Lepe.t1 

• 1lltk. 1 : 40- 45 • .£-1t. 8t 1- 4,Lk. 5' 12-1.11 . 

1b . The Cleansin~ of 10 
Leper R ' rJk . 17: 11-19. 

2. The woman w1th 
Haem o.r rha l!,e 

3. 'l'he Man by 
Bethesda ' s Pool · Jn. 5:1- 18. 

4. The BJ 1nd ~~n at 
Betb.aaida l-tk. 8 : 22-26. 

5. Blind Bartimaeus Mk . l0:46•52,(M t.20:29-34)Lk . 18~35-43. 

6. The Man born blind (Mt. 9:27 ), Jn . 9 :1•41. 

7. ThP. 1r( oman whom 
S~tan bound I.~.l?tl0-17. 

8. Tl'l ~ M a. t'l '"11th 
dropsy I.k . L1: 1- 6 . 

9. Feter'e moth~r- 1n~ 
law M1r. 1:29-~1, ~t . 8:1l1-1~ , t.'lt. L1:38- 39. 

10. The man ·.rtth the 
withered hand rtlk . 3: l• 6 , i~, t . l2 : 9-141 Lk. 6 : 6·11. 

14. '!'he oeaf stammerer 1•1k . 7 : 32-?)7 . 

Weatherhead entitles thie c lass '' Curee which i nvolve the 

mechanism of su~r~e stion" , and ctlvea ~ood evid e nce in eup-po1•t 
1 of it . Su~gest ion, however , describes only the peychologloal 

s1tuatton in a ~lv~n ntraele of he9.1\n~l wh~re~s 'l'le are con• 

oerne~ "'ith the ontolo~ica1 eituatton. .\n.)the.r titlG might 

therefore bot "curse wbieh involve dir~tot encount~r between 

Jesus as Subject and the patient. as eubJttct''• Dir~ct ev1denoe 

of such encounter is t'ound in ( la . ) the Cleansing of q leper 

and (lb. ) or 10 leoor~; in th~ healing ( 2.) or the \iornan 

with haemorrha~e ; and of {5.) ~lind Bartimaeua. lt m~y reason• 

ably be lnferr.~d 111 the r~mainder: althou~ (6.) tne man born 

'blind £L'ld ( 8} the rnRn witb dropsy both came to Je sua at first 

through the concern of others. Indeed in the Johaunine acc ount 

of the man born blind {6) (Jn. 9ll-~l ) the evangelist makes 

no mention wh~tever of the pP.tient ' s desire to be hes.led. and 

1 . 1b1d . pp. 51- 60. 



gtvea the impression that h~ was heal~d in ep1t e of himse l f . 

The reason 1s probably t hat J ohn ' s concept i on of faith , as 

t otal self-surrender to Ohr.1st the ":Jon of God , is so deep 

that be can see no affinity between it and the rudimentary 

' faith• which thosa t o b~ healed affirme~ in the man Jesus . 

{Yet alJ. thoset ,.,ho ha.ve not bec ome myat.ice lilt~ John muot go 

fo rwar~ by sm~11 st eps. ) 

Thf'r~ 1~ thu~ re-'3-~ot"Ja!">le conf1rma.t1.on that the aunam1s 

encount~r (R~ m.fhjeots) wHh Jesus. A.f!other prc-minent 
. 

ftatu.rE of' many of' tl'let- r.e-~1tn~f.' 1s t.be s,gi"!."Ameotg_l techr1que 

of cur Lora. H~ UfH~P th~ Ja~·1ng-on c-r band~, the touch or 

His p:p rmeot. thF r,tr~tchif'l~-out. of H1s hand t o ra.1se or t he 

rwrca~tbre pmrPr of ~tlo.ros. Tht:~t :t~ not to SRY th~t these 

r.'.r.tlonr Pr~ t.h P. Y!"b1,..1P. ilf vr..~ n11mn,..l~ Clf t'l·oC': tb.e1r purpose 

is l'Ptl'JIIll" to ~trrr,.,.thpr. th~ ~ub.'!t>~t1v~ .rfi'Jpt.1oN1hip. For 

t.-,t!y arfl! net P.F;!1~nttttJ to thf'> m1.recle. Confusion has arisen 

on th1.n p01.nt, hn('nll.r.'flt ~ t: hn~ bf'le-n tJ!=tner t!d t.~e t soT.e myater-

1 
1.0WJ nhy!=J1.c~J. !1()1>-lf:!"r 1s )'"lP.R'lt" (! f'.rC"m thf! -neaJ.~.r to tr.,~ h~aled. 

tf'chn.,.c:ue !1ho~'C! thnt. ~ve11 1;f H~F f1 C'lv: or nu.nPm ts pr o1uced 

lae~. J- -;:r~ys:tcP.1 ("ffnetr. (ar- 1t wtt J~ nif!,ht), He . e9~ent1al 

ve-h1.cle was th~ int~r-Etubj~ct.1v9 r~l~. ticl'l 9b tu. 

Ol!i.as 2 in Wea.th&rhead' e scheme 8rld involves demon 
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po as~ As :ton, and w'.11 be dealt w 1th when exorc tsm is c ons1der ed. 

Class 3. 

15. Th~ p~.ralytic at 
Capernaum Mk . 2 : 1·12, Mt. 9: l • 8 , l..k:. 5;18- 26 . 

16 . Jairua • daughter Mk. 5:21-43, Mt . 9:18-26 , Lk. 8:40•56 . 

17. Syro- Phoen1c1an 
Woman'a da.ugh ter.Mk. 71211.-10 , Mt.lS : ?.l- 28. 

lB. fThe n~"turion ' s 
( ~ervant Mt. 8 : 5-13, Lk . 7: 1- lo. 
{ 
(The Nobleman ' s 
( Son Jn. 4 : 46-54 . 

1. of . Weat herhead . 1bid p. 144. 

2. possibly t wo accounts of the same 1nc1dent. 



19. The .Ep:tlept io Boy -t~:k. 9:1Ll.-29, Mt . 17:14-2l, Lk . 9:37--43. 

20 • 1The 'N ld ow of 
Naln's .Sun 

21. 1cr·ho h.aisi !1f5 of 
Lazarus 

u~. ·;':~~1 ... 17 . 

Jn.ll: 1--4.6. 

\,'6athe.t'heac: c laso 1flea tht;s~· ( with the e::rcepU.cn cf 20 . 

s.na 21.) a s: ncurss wt.iot~ invo lv·e th(. influc .-let: of a. pr;ychie 

•atmosphere.' o.t' th~ 'faith ' of people ot.hwr U1c:.n the; pat!.e·ct"., 

If we wish to use ontoloe.,tce.l t 01'ms,. W5 mi gb.t s;ay: rtcur es 

\o!hi.ch involve i nd iroc t encotmter be 'tiwse n Ja,sus as suojeo t 

A no th8 pat is nt a.s s·u.bjeot through other people as subj&o t a 14 • 

In a.ll these ths pat :tent \'las e 1 ~.her ab~e nt o.r· apparc nt ly 

incapable of responding to Jesus: but Jesus was ablt:l to ma.ks 

use of a pa"'ticularly c'loss rela.tioc~ship botween the patient 

and a.nothar persotl ., It is inte.l:'estln0 to note that most of 

urKru..aationtng trust i n tlu;se who lo'.!e hltll .-w.c. f~.1 . .ll:: t.yp(.l o.f 

inter ... s:.ioja c t iva re lat lonshlp wl.:.ich {.JUt- J....o.cu c ou:...d UJe , and 

which lie s o u~~'1 t t 0 e llc it 1:1 U10 ss aluo vJhom he he a led 

dlractly. ~ven the dape.cna-i.lEI pa:ca.lytlc uaa ·probably 

ad ole scent , \faa therhead auggo ot s . ~ 

We find the same aacra.m~ntal techniques used by our 

Lo.rd a s in direct healin~s; also that they a.re not im1ispet'ls­

ab1e ( 11 Loro, say the woro, a nd my se rvant will bo healed.'') 3 

It may be askt:td whether our Lora could in .ra.ct ent~l:" 

into A.n ind ir~ct inter-subject 1ve re l a.t ioosbip with those 
-

alreauy der;.a . There is no clear a.nswe.r to this question. 
I 

It may be that man's subjective mode of being ceases with 

his obJective znode ot ·osing at physical death~ but ~ 

the faa t of' the Re sui' rae t 1on lead a us to be litnra that ha 

oont1nu3s in some moae of being in ordar tnat he may bo 

glorified ana enter the Xingdom. lt..,rom s uch a mode of baing 

1~ appoars tha~ the dunamis of God c an prod~oe etther a 

1. not 1noluded by We atherhead. 

2;o op . o 1t. p . 71. 

3. Mt. 8 : 8. 



progre$sicn or a r(ltrogreasion., to the lifEt of the Kingdom, 

In one healing only, amongst all thea! so fa~ considered, 

is there explicit refe.ranoe to forgiveness; when the paralytic 

g.t Ce.por·naum is healed ( 15). But this does not imply that 

for give ness wa s wi thh~tld ·f'rom or unn~So~ saary for t.he others 

healed . For them, holding the current Rabbinical doctrine, 

p~rsonal he aling was the result of the forgiveness of 

personal s1n, ana did not neea to be mad1! explicit : io 

ac cepting he a ling they accepted forgiveness . It utay have 

bean made explicit in this one instance by our Lord to show 

that the Rsbblnical doctrine had truth in it, though not 

· 1 un1versa.: truth, . It is also poeetble that the only treatment 

required for the paraly·s1s was tha removal of guilt by the 

assurance of f or g iveness, without any fUJ'·ther operation of' 

dunam1s. 

The prime ca uses which must be overcome, when th.e 

subjective mode of being in men ie perverted, are those 

w1:1 1ch are late nt wh6 n tha.t, mode of being is only inh1h1tfld, 

namely, subjection to a corrupt environme Pt, a.no the 

unwillingness of men to return to t ha1r rl~1t subject1vs mode 

of be ing. In addition their willingness to retain the 

p~rvertsd sub jectiva mode of being, if it is st1l~evident, must 

be OV!HC!om0 . l.on:; often. ho1t16 VEH, the f aar of returning to 

t he right mods of be1n~ pr.ac.lomina.te s o~re.r any lineering 

desire for the perverted mode; with the result tha t the 

perverted mode become s a disagreeable escape . l'bls is 

evident from t he 1na.b111ty of the possessed to throw off 
9 

his possesion. It 1s also to be expected from the fact 
1\. 

that worahlp can adore only one Being at onoa. The ecstat1a 

1. cr. Jn. 9 2 .. 3. 
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adoration of the On~ God allowa no entrance to temptation 

( r.~h 11 st it l .·u~ts) , wb1l~t th.e ~~testastee of uttrve.rted woi'sh1p, 

fre<'ll}ently seY.ua.l, .ctJto~ether 1.nh1b:tt {whilst they last} any 

(!P~lrP. for another Sub,1et:tt of ~10reh1p: and thus serve to 
'l 

mP.~? t.he ~e!'r-!=le~t.eo r.lreE>d of the rif"ht mode of worship. 
1\ 

~'ht' r~v~rE~~1 0f t.r1~ p:u11ty eana.p~? 1.nto the perve.rterd mode 

c:·f 'b~1nr: t~ tmr0~~'ihJr~ wtthovt the ove:r-.ridln~ of the 

P0"'!!'6~'3~cl ' ~ f'r.e e.c1 mY~: 1.n hts nor-H'I~':!sed atR.te .hs does not 

po::J~~ ~-=Jtn~ dom()n i~ 1rremovea'bla. It is thus e R sent ial t(\ 

rl1rnr')VO U1" route nf e'ti=!Cn.pe f.rom t.he rip-;ht '710d& of being, and 

r:"~OVflr1. H~ th~n lt:\'l01tJS that he OUf"ht to have a subjective 

:ri()fl~ of' r.>el1:'1 '! 1 ( 17f.lvexo hm.rtn&r b~en w1.thouf; one) ant1 is faced 

'hy Or.>~ ln C'hr.t~t. Ht::~ n.rtAt~ W()ltld b~ 1nto14\! Nl.ble were it 

aotu3l casti~~~out of the demon. S1nc~ this oastin~-out 

hs!! 1>1':~t1 qUf?'::Jttonet1 fyo~quPJntl.y, tt r."(ll(':lllirBs rnrJr.c- dotail,.H1 

cone1.dfl!l"at1on. 

1!le have ta.citly equa.ted the perverted s..Abject1vo aot.!e 

of betn~ w1th d(lmon-posaeas1on. Without overlooking the 

poaa1btU.tv t.hat other Pf'rverted subjective modes or boing 

are possl.ble (although nona appear in the Goapsl.s expllcitly), 

it 1a reaaon~bla to atato that demon•posseas1on (if we allow 

of the cat~gory) is e. nerverted subjective mode of be ing: 

for 1 t 1s a forw of o ommunion \"11th e. subject other than God. 

Now we hav~ discovered exper1ant1al grounds for postulating 

tile e x1ste nee of the 1\.dve .rsary: therefo.re demon•pcsse sa 1on 
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may be d~sor1bed as a for'Tl of communion with the i'dver' sary, 

or wi t h an 1nt~rmed1ate be i ng in o omm~nion with him. Whet her 

we speak of ·'t.he J)t:;v111
' or of <1 dE~mons'1 ia her e irn.illat•.r i al : 

1t iu with ~ha fact of possession that ws are conce.rn&d . 

be poasese~d ar~ toBRy ArP~P~lr to f~fChiotric tr atmeat . 

maladies were aeer1be~ to demons. Eut it is not true of 

all patients. Psych1ntry1 1s st\Jl t~ revolt o:slc s t 

'"' me-diaeval ~xorr.1sm: -~hen lt 1rX'tvea .e.t 3t,tb1G equili ::n·~a , 

psychiatrists rn~v we~l ~d~tt thP ~a~idity of thr o~togory of 

f~ere is some contemporary evide nce on demo n possess1on1 

~ . 
o lted 'by Weathrrhea.o '- , who comee to t.ha conclusion that the 

category is still, 1n certain instances , VQ11d . Evelyn Frost3 

h olds a slmilar opinion. 

lt m'l4st be empha.s1aed that poss8ss10n as such 1o not 

a mental rliaease: 1t is a mi~-'>r-i~nt A.tton of the ~iholfJ parson, 

often rosulting in mental diatnteg~ation . The fact that t h ose 

possasse,~ show many symptoma of mental disease o1.1J.y implies 

t hat in somt~ forfll the dtseao" 1f.'l th.~ r~ nult j;.f their cont31t ... 

toning by a. cor rupt environment , ano in othol~s tha result 

of the direct accesR of the Adversary. (Ultimately they 

have a co~mon cause . ) 
j~t/1. 

Ther~f.cre , qnoe the mis•orztation 
(\ 

has been overcome , that i s . once the perverted subjeotivs mode 

or '\:le 1ng has bee orne the t .rue subject 1ve mode of be 1ng, thers 

1. cf. Psychiatry Today, Staf~ord Clark, cpp.l and 2 . 

2 . op. cit . pp. 96 ff . 

3. Chr1atian Healing. p . 41 tf . 



is free access for the dunamis of God, and physical and 

mental re-organisation may follow. 

\\re !lOi~ consider whether our analys 1A of our. Lord 1 s 

strategy io c ~stln~ out demons ls borns out by the Gospel 

r~cords. All the axo~o1sms 1n the Gospels which ar~ 

sharply defined e~rs included in Weathe rhead 's second class• 

if ic at i on ... 11 Cnre s imrolv 1ng a :nore c omplica tE"d t$oh ,liq·.le" • 

of wh1oh we mie:ht speak in ontological t~rms as "Cures which 

imrolv3 airect enoountE?rs .f'i.rst between Jesus and the 

Adversary, qnd then between Jesus and the p~tlentn. 

( Tir 17•1f"\..,.1'7)• 
• • ~ • • • • " · .:~ r , ,-

··;f' Pc:,_l,. ' - rr.tlr." -~l"'-"!:"1• · ('' ' · /•7j0_ 7;C') ..... ... •• ,. ,~, .. .... .a.J _,, .{ ,. .... ~~ • .. J • ., . • .l ..,(-· _,- .,. 1 

, T , _ ~ . ~ , ··c ... ~ 
. ~ • ; • t- ' - ) , l ,_ • 

~~ -· )_, .. ,. ..... ,.4 .... \1r)'1 , . . , .. r-..~ ( "1() '1'' - (':•"'2'7 ~~~~ 
' -~ '· '· ~ ... J • ..Ll, • •. ./ .. • :./ • ,!- l - ... ; . ' "' • ,' .. _j { -, J._,J e r.;f.. t the u uses the 

it. is r~nsona':.- J.e to <:r..lp-posc that Je s· . .ta ''as awcr~ of which 

llln~na"s r~qui.reo a e~ftnita o~st'tl'lg-out of demons, and 

S·lch an exrressi.on of ~xnrc1sm is :tnde~d found \.Yhcn He 

01.1.!'(!10 the ' eptle?tic ' boy) ane although Matthev,T atates 

distinctly that the illneu y 'J'P.s epilepsy. he lnclnde:1 the 

form of exorci2~ . T~oroforo the cur0 of tbc 'c p1l0pt1c ' 

boy. wilJ. be consic~r-::::1 a.g?.tn . tl:.ir; time for. e :{IJrcisr•"l,) 

, ... 



11. IT'} iG 0Bt'"f1el11 

l:Jnmoni~c Mk. 5: 1-20, Mt . 8;28·34, Lk. 8:26-39. 

12. 'I'h e l'o e se sse u man 
~ 4; a~~ pe rt.111 "n D·: • l = 23-2P., 

13. Thr: :->~.r..'b r- n1~ 11 ~ t nfl 
Demon1!i'.~ 

19. . ·­.... t • • l \fl· ~...,.. , I-" 'I I 1. 9 . ·:{'7- A 3 
), \ ...... ( • .A.. • - ... • t '• • • , ... .: ' /... • 

'll!".l ace ount ( 13.) of th~ du.nb &nd blind dtmon1ac ts so 

compree~cd t hat there is littla asce.rtaina.l:.>le f:roro. it con .. 

C€~X'U1Ug OUl' X.ord's tt:JCbniq ue: but He S0Sl.D.I3 to baV'a r &garded 

it as '=' ge-nu ine oxo.t•o1sm, since He follov1s it i ::Hnsdiatsly by 

tnk 1n~ \·lhR-tllc r: '' 3c. tan could cant out Satan''. 

C ~ 1 t ( ,., r· ,... .. , ' (·.. " + ·~ • ,., , , ... c ~ ~ • .~ -=' '· "' - r ,. · · t ) • • \; \. ' ,,. ., , , .. , \ ,•: ,t' VI I "'..t ~ ... · - ,:.., l- ·..,.· J \f'V, • 

Jeeus plainly possesse d authority to caat out. From 

t he earliest timl'! s, a.ntl among th~ most prtm1t1ve pr.· opl~Ds , 

t he exorcist hae nevGr ~c11ed on his own authority: ho 

haa adJureo the d~T-on in tha ~~mo of stronger gods. But 

Christ spea~s ln UiA own authority. 

RECOG::f r .r JON 

The recoe~ition of Jesus 3s divine is not confined to 

th~ possessed in Scripture . W~atherh~aa 1 quoteo ~ildrcd 

Cable ' o well-known account from th~ Chio~ &e mlssion field, 
2 and elsewhere attribut e s it to the unusual psychic state 

of tho possessPo . It must be not1cad that r~oogn1t1oo 

pr-~ cede e the oha.rge ''Come out of' h1m'': and it is this 

1. op. oit . p . 101. 

2. ibid. p. 68 . 
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t c b ( r ·~ n t't :_.r: c~ ·,1:... t1 a t; y s ul1 E:C:. \ 11; t'l t, it~ ·~ ~rE: of tl ... a cur c l.l 11tan 

tc t·:cr:.;l':: 11:; p, nr.~ .re r!•r.i11 tv H h Jc,ous2 , 1:-t:. rrL·.se he new krJc;,w~. 

knot-:1~cf.~E! l:n J.nE_:B : .. n -:-ao . 'J.h6 c·ry 11 A..i t thou cc.;w~ to Cl€ stroy 

u~1~,u3 ~.ben BEE:'.l:s mor ! protabl.Y the cry o.i.' the possesseu, 

t :tat retmn t. c t -:::.2 r lE,:l~t sut j-::cti'v a mode of ba ing n.ad r 1g.ht 

~orJtip will destroy ~i~ . 

v ioto:r.11 '11ade J'l'•~ soa t. 'I~.7..o po ..:Jae ssed la freo to wol•ah~p the 

b~ wornh.ippsa . 

It ma.y be askt?o whsthc r , s ir1o c- the conflict r~etw£le n 

there ~>lt:\9 nny un:tquc ::- :t :z,nific a nce 1.n e :Korc l ~lm 'ty Chr1st 

Incarna te: ~lhcthGl" , 1n f ac t, sxorciam r;;y any person 1n 

the n~~c o! Go~ would ~ ot be e~ually effective . But the 

1. 'M:h· . 5 : 6 . 

2. of . Mk. 5 : 18, Lk . 8 : 38. 

3. Mk. 1 : 24 . 



mo.n rte suh,;ect. And we ht:lve ~. lr(!Pc~dy seB n wtth physto&-1 

hFJali.. n~. th~.t t h iFI rol~ttf)n~htn r11uat often be aia~Cl by 

6b .1~et lY~~, M'll"~'rllt3nt. gl m~anf:!,. 1 to 'b$r.ome effectiya. 

t11JI.t,he-rirw up the thou~ht of the p.i:"eoedin12; ant:\,lyses, 

fl'la.kin<l:' lf!~o2e of m~n !.n nnr.t,:;t ~·nfi caJ.J. the-l1l to be t-h~ I.ife 

~~ th9 ~tontn~ wor~ nf rhr1~t~ ~nd by HtR ~tr~nAl Vlctnry 

o":rer the At3ve r narv: and th:<tt the l"P. sql t, of t.hj.s re; storat ion 

1"~~ uhvqtoa1 anfl m~ntgJ. hPa1 tn~ ,l'lhtoh t.>~·~re ro$:ln1f~st.a.t.1ons 

of thE~ 11e w whol~ne~e nf man tn conur:unlon ~tl Hh Goc in Christi 

--·- ·-·---_..,.,._""".,.. ... __ .. ......,_..,.._ __ ___.,. ___ voO--·------------
h~ 

L. The ~at ' c.tadA.rR• "1a:v f.Rl1. unof;'l" t:bi 8 hE" FH1 j. nF . Bl!t if 

An t nHl l st:;1mpeti~s ~-r~ 0]:\Uaed b~r the ~e.rr.tt 'P?. nlc t~r:ro.r that. 

is communicated to hum9-.ra1 th.roup:)l tsl1€ subconsc i.ous mtnd _ 

it ia more likely thBt the death of th9 hara was the result 

of t hP.! ·~:ihysical ott psychical ab.r~aettoo of the demonira.o , as 

Weat.her.hea ii sug~e ata { op. ctt. p. 65). The tra nsf' €rsnce of 

demon A would imnly that they wa:re not defeat~ a; Y.Jhe.reae the 

pattern elm:nr~here in the N ~"tor Te ~tam~nt 1s ?lwa ys of thei.r 

def~e. t. On the other hand, the transfere nee ~~as 1n ace o.rd 

~rith curr~nt demonoJo~:v; ana m:t~ht, hav-e been expecteo by the 

p at :l.ent before. h e could accept the fact that he was no longer 

posse a sea : and 1f the ine td ent is c ol'r ect ly reported, this 

was 1n ract e necessary eaor1f1oe of the herd for the sake 

of the man. 



s.n6 sh!o'..ring ln tho .l\3\v h-:nvlt'Cl'!.ment, of t.be Kingdom by Christ. 

The Annunciation Lk. 1: 26-38. 

The Na t 1.Y 1. ty Mt . 1.:J.8 ... 25,Lk. .., . 
t • • , 1-20. 

B~pt l$m ~.~~f. lt 9·11. Mt. 3: 13-1~), I.Jr . 3 : 21, 22,J·n. ).:26-34. 

Temptation 

Tranafigurat lon 

The veil of the 
'J' c- 17: "'.P 

Class 5 .. 

"i'ln te r t nto 1tl ine 

Storm on the lake 

~k . 1 :12,13. 

Mk. 9: 2-10, 

Mk. 4:':55·41, 

~~ t. 4: l·ll,Lk. 4: 1-13. 

Mt.l7: 1 ... 9,Lk. 9:28-36. 

Jn. 2: 1-ll. 

Mt. 8 : 1.8 ... 27, Lk . 8 :22-25) 
) J n. 6;19-22. 

~Tn1k 1n e; on t he 
;-rater 

Fend1ryg or 5()00 

Feed in~ of r1 000 

{Coln in fi..sh's 
mouth 

(The I'1g tree 

rnr. 

~~lo;: . 

l'fk. 

) 
6: 1t; ... r:;o . . . ' M t. .. 1.11: ?.?.- '3~). ) 

6 , ~;o- .1/l. , Mt .111 : l 3 ... ?.J 1 Lk. 9; l0-lt1 ) 
)Jn. 6: 

8 : 1-10, rn. 15 : 32-39 ) 

0 

Note: Tne co'ln atory is a:Pt'r;vphal :tn ton~ and wil: he omit.ted 

in t his consiaeratton. The epi~on~ of t he blastin~ of th$ tig 

t,ree :iq, J bel i€1V9~ best explained by J.uka ' s VE'J.ttai on of 1t. 

!ncidi')nt t" 8h ~) 't7ln·3 that Je~us poasesaed abnormal knowledge (but 

1-13. 



Oonaic1erin':. f.' irst olass 5 ... works o:i' direct phyaice.l p ower -

1.1e notice that ti'F~Y .g,re all record~d by St . J·ohn, whose oharac • 

teristic msthod ~>t::ts to tak9 an irmid~nt froil tl'le ltfe of our 

Lord ano in the EH!SUlng dtl!course e:xh1bit tts transcendent 

a ignii'ic an0e. 1'here is no a oubt tha.t eac h of th~ se m irsc l ee 

w~e an ~ns;vt:?r to htuna.n need; but it was primarily a sign or 
tht=: JI1~'Hl 'L:ln1c Kindg():n ' g ne-~i."nass. FurthArmore, Et8 ch trr1olved 

r.t rlil'l~('t ont; rR t.ton U:")on some pa.r.t. of thl!'l objective world; fr om 

'''.hich 1t "lay 1)~ tnfar.rsd that 1n "1.nrl by Ch rist tht=t preoent 

cb jec t 1ve emrt.ron"l~nt o an beo nme tht'-1 e tw1J•onmc nt of the K!.ngdotn , 

governed by His Word as we1.J as :tts o:t~n il:Jtr1naic h l Wfl. It may 

be that su.oh obedie ncG 1n the physical \4orld has a.lwnys been 

one of its l a ws, l>ut that the effective command of it has been 

w i t;hdrawn frorn men . 'l1he phenomena of rud lme otary psychok1nea1 IEI 
~~ 

requi~e aome "e .xplana.tion. It is thus not :1bsurd to hope for 

such obedience in the Kingoom, tn tihich the whole Creation may 

Turning to c1P.ss .1 ... Occt:~ F! 1r.ns tn the pcrsonnl 1tfe of our 

at w~ich the re Wf~ a v 1P1bl~ outcroppi~g of ~1 s un 11u~ r~lation 

J to His Father. The se too ere si~ns • not of the g tngd0~ , but 

·--------·- ·- --- ... --·-- ·-- - -- ---.......--··-- ·-- -- --- --- .. -·· .... -. .._.,_ ... --------
1 . John omit s almost all thA earlier occ~sio n9, noasibly because , 

w 1 th t.bA ey~ of the c ooternpla.t lVR , one~ the f i~R l r~YtS lat 1o n ot 

the Risen Chrte t h9d o"'P·Tn~d upon h.1m 1 he kne1.z h ., b:v:l known the 

glory of the Son of Man from th~ b~ 31nn1 ng. Th~ 3ynoptlsts 

clearly sho•tl that in sp1ta of such 8tl q,wDrene ss of Christ.' o 

diYinity the y soe Hi m duril'l g- H:1s ~~1·ly mtoiatry 8S a man among 

men: ther~forA these mil::'acu~.otls o~'eaein~a are 11e o ~ s ear-y to 

the 1r ke r ;r.;r.:ma t 1c ';Jurpose. 



i)f t,...~ n~~t urn ( 11' Hi~ H0 ns•.~.:t"1 1.\~ b~ s·k, ~;h~. n}-:t t-~ i':1 th1A v7o.'(ld 

~~~ v~ t n~t of lt - ~~ n~ t~1.~ H1q Aiq~\nl~~ ~~ ~~ ~ a~d 

1r1'11.o'1, an wa !':! noj.nt.,n out in t,l-:l.~ nrt:H~~a:tn!X e.hn..nt-,l;l.t" 1 · SE>"'ka 

not to 'r~ l3t0r~ rnll9n to tl1ALr ot>!~i..,!ll atatua , b1t t~ li1:'t 

them 1}1? :l.!l (:h~i.st to th~ n-:111 l1f'~ of the J\ill'<;c.Jom. A !ntn(l1"1, 

&uff6~""in~ ''3~ r-~q~t ~tt7ht ,,_,f!A.r.' '~ O (111.r.9t·i'1e~·H~r,t roY r1i..n p,., ople: 

but only~~ ~hn ~as bot~ MR~ ~na G~d, end s~own to be so, 

cPn h!!l ue by His str1~ee. 



THE TR!NAIL OF HIS ~CCL. 

Showing how the heallnga ana miracles of our Lord 

were His own re sponsib111ty and burda n, His own ,joy and 

se lf-obl at ion, as part of His atoning work and as part or 
H13 sharing of the New Life of the Resurrection. 

s:::c··:lng also that the gift of wh.:;le t'l~ ss 1s unique 

b6c:?.use it is the g ift of G·od in Christ , and that no 

:r..1raclc or healing 13 (~hr1st ' s unlens it 1s t~e c .xternal 

man1fe .>t:3 t ion of an inward t>iholo ness, o.r a sign of tho 

Klnga orn . 



T H E TRAVAIL C F H I S S 0 U L 

THE TRAG-EDY AND TRIUAFH OF CHRISI' WERE :PR:RSONAL 

Ue saw that Chr i s t wa s pe r s onally involved in the 

br inging about of heal ing and mirac le an element s in Eis 

strategy. The study of t h e s ignif icance of these works i n 

His :-~esslanic \iork is the r efore inc omplete unless there is 

consid~retion of their c ost and joy to Hlm, in relat ion to 

His atoning work a.nd His v ic t ory over deat ll . 

THE CCST OF ATO~MZNT 

It is co~mon to c onf ine the term ' a t onement ' to Oi~ 

Iord's s1n~1~ ac t of se l f - oblation upon the Cross for the 

a1ns of men. Certainly bafora the eyes of God this must 

be an etert1al act with e~ernal validity and s1gnlf1cance. 

It ts the universal act: but Christ (to use T1llich ' s 

phrase) e~hodtes what is pe r fect ly concrete aa well as 

what is perfect1y universal . :'he acta of atonement run 

r ight t hraugh Bis life , deat h , a.nd r-esurrection. Therefore , 

just as wet speal{ of the Aton~ment in t!rms of our Lord ' s 

self- oblation and our own being l'1n Hi:n't , as llodg,es
1 

has 

shown t,-te may so l-Ie 11, so \v€ can speak of I: is acts of 

at one me nt in tsrzr.s of His self- oblation in the giving of 

lnteerattog 0unamls t o thooe .-!hom Ho mad~ \-Jhole , and men ' s 

being •t in H1.'1fl 1
' ( tn its rudiment,sry form) ~s the communion 

elsob~tl tenC>a {an(! it s e ff~cts) therety bec~'me Hi:; und 

Ets obot~1PnC'e (and lt !:! ef:?ects) becu."le their::! . 

HIS SY1:PA.THY IS FltLI.OW- SUFFfRING 

:rt ts 1rq;o~s1blf' to give a full acccunt of Ch.rlut • s 

t=:uf(.'r.rl!1g '1.~ Himaelf' the ccr.sequenc e s cf r::cc t ~ disobecie nc e . 

St. • .P;:n.tJ h~s R phrRse - •t!!H.!C e sln fer u.srt - rn~-1 lee.-vts the 

l . The patt~rn of ths ttonement . 

SC> 



rest to the 1mag1nat1on. Nevertheless , we know from the 

Scriptures that our Tord was sensitive to a marked degree 

to the inner thoughts and feelings of men, whether they 

loved or hated H 1m: and also that Ii 1s c ommuolon '.i 1ti1 the 

Father was unique. The attacks of the ~dversary upon other 

men, as well as those upon Himse lf, would thus ta~c terrible 

toll of H1:n • He knew wel l that true oympathy means fellow .. 

suffering. Because of Hls indissoluble bond wit h His Father, 

He was given to see the true nature of separation from God. 

He could have no illusions about the certainty of any 

retribution inhere nt 1n the universe, or the utter horror 
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of any soc 1ety of the lost who r fused forgiveness. For this 

reaaon there was sufferln3 for Christ whenever the m~n and 

women He loved rejected Him and left Him, 1n anger. 

HIS ;·lCRY.S 1-JE:tE COSTLY 

The making whole of ~en was at our Lord 's own physical 

cost . luke r~aords the r~markable ph.ra.s~s: ·• ·11o touched me?' 

•••• for He perce 1vad v1rt ue hac gone forth from out of Him'• t 

or again ''This kind co:ne out by nothing save by prayern. He 

gave integrating po\'Jer . Ue do not know .what that power was , 

save that it was the 1dun&m1s ' or Goe . F9rhaps there ls a 

o lue in the fact that 1 t 1s by the Word of 'Jod , r ece 1ved by 

faith , that z en are healed: thpt the Wora was 1n the beginning 

wlth God , and nothing ~·1ss made r.'1thout Uirri: that !Jta •·lord 

1~ also the La:nb slain froo tsfore A11 worlds, so that the 

j;ord goes forth ty a co~t1y e~~-f-g1v1ne: , of iliv:tne enPrgy. 

··:he n men are r.1ai.le 't:hcJe , therefor~, this A~n::e cr€at1ve Word 

treats forth, this s~m~ divi~e ~ner~y, with the ~eme ~elf• 

giving, to bring about l:eaJ.inE'L rrtnor r~ -r l"lf'Attons . 

HIS VICTOc1Y CAl~S THROUGH DF..A.rH 

If the crept 1Ye \'lord led to ~A.C r1ftre, the overo omlng of 



the Adversary • s power led t o death. 1ie do not know what this 

disintegrating power is: we only know of its effects. It can 
1 have no positive quality, none of the vivid concreteness of 

the dunamis of God: but because of it the Son of G·od died . 

Pilate was surprised , even shocked . that Jesus died so s oon. 

~ix hours , evan in the midday heat , was rarsly sufi'icient to 

end the misery. It was an a.nc ient insight that led Dorothy 

Sayers to put these words in the ~outh of the Centurion at 

the Cross ' s foo t : "He broke Ria heart , I think, in that last 

cry • •• n2 4.t this cross-roads of history and eternity He drew 

all men to Him: and the whole onsla~ght of the anarchy, that 

creeps in witb men ' s sins of the centuries past and the oent­

ur1As to (' OmE' , cro<tJded into t hat eternal l?reeent: and was 

ove rc on:e. Th~ r ost was ae at.h: for 0eath is the last f ling 

of d isinte-r.rat ins power , ana t he final fac tng of the human 

pereon"llHy Ylith the abyss of' non-being: it is the actual• 

1~atior. of Dr~ac , thet a man may shrink back into despair 

instead of taking the icy plungs into l.1fe . .rhs tempt at ion 

to aesp~ir is such as a man mi ght know who kneels the night 

through pleacing for the life of his chile; there is cloud 

ano thlck oarkness about him, and none knows what the morning 

w11J. bring. So the l.ord pleaced for men: ''Father , forgive 

them"': and the darkness sur .rounded HLJJ. . The 1mposs1blo 

eeer.1Pa to be co~.1ing to pass , and L1e last temptation rose up 

from the lips of the cro•t~o - p~rhaps , they said , \Xod no longer 

ca.rt;:L ''71~ trusted on ~·oil, let .Eim ~ellve:r him11
• The c.ry 

Went Up,• •t··y '"'or1 my .~O F! w'hy fo-"'a'n,, ~~ ,"3 yet i':'·oa \f£l.9 in 
! J " .... • • ..J \ , -·. J. "" 0.... - f " 

th".? sha<1 0h' cf the Crons, keeping t-Jalch on His O'Jln . Ths words, 

we11 remerr.bered rroo. ch1ldhooc , \'JOl:.lJ run 
., 

or. ••• tut Ha 
. L1 

ans·,.rerec my eppee.l fer he1pt1 . \·J ith thciL d!!epa1r was conquered. 

1 • Th o'TI e. s .\q u 1 n 2 s : ~~ 9.1 u·ll e s t non e n s . '.1 . r . 1. 5 • 3. 

2. l'he :;J.:rin born to 1)1!- Kin~. p . 312. 

; . :ctk . 15 :35 Oioffatt). 

4. Ps . 2~ : 24 C~offat t). 



''Father , into ·rhy hands I commend my spirit'' He cried , ana 

was ready for Life . 

HIS Ht1)1ILITY EXTENDS I:r-."1'0 LIF;<; 

53. 

It is o once ivableo that our !.ora should have beer. rece 1ved 

back into the he-ar t of eternal Be in~, re sum in:! the mysterious 

life of the Godhe~d -?.s p,J_r.e subj~ctlv~ h~1nr:-. 'l'b.en the 

l1.esurrectlon wo'.J.lt'l he.ve been an ep1~-o~e instead of' a present 

:fact. For we , and m~n like us, are not self-existent beings, 

nor are w~ fit to be. There ls always that duality of modes 

of being which we ma.y not asce..pe , either tn this life or the 

next. He cannot f1nd subjective 'b~1ng unless l4e have that 

objective ceing which srr1ogs from the Ground of all being 

and su.pports subjective be1n2'• rtrtthout an objective mode of 

being, v1e are without mev.ntng. 8t. P~u1 says some thing 

similar: he ~mphe.~1zer. the fnct nf ' sp!ritu~l body ' 1n the 

life to come. 

But Jesus prayed that wher.s He was to ~o, His d!sc1pl&s 

might be also: and the tot.t~n or Ets humility 1s this, that 

he took up again the httntHl p!'reon!-ll tty as well as eternal 

Being. The personsl1ty wad not the same a.s before, f'oX' the 

'bony was d1ff6rent, be1n(! the body of ~lor1f1ed Man; which 

He wor~ a.nd wears at 111, a.s He l ives and reigns. He wore it 

before the d 1sc 1ple s, that they might know that the d ia1nteg .. 

rating pow~r of the Adversary extended no furt~er than death. 

He extended remission to Pet~r, and rea.~aurgnce to 'rhoma.s, 

that they might know that the integrating power of God 

extendeD beyoro the gr-3ve . Thus Hht aets of atonement 

continue to mak~ ~an whole . 

It is 1n tbe xrede~ptive 'Y10rk of Christ that suffering 

1s one~ for all placed in itn tr-ue perspective . The application 



of the adage hearu too often by our gra ndfathers, ''Th1a 

auffe~ing 1e sent by Godn , 1s obv1ou~ly far wide or the mark. 

It distorts wrath into c~pr1c1ous anger ond ~xpiat ion 1nto 

appeasement . The pattern is altogether dtfferer::zt . ·rhe 

suffer in~ is the r e ::Pllt of d c:mon:tc o.1sla,Ig..l-].t , \'lhil!h ha a lain 

b!!!hlnf.l t~c ft~l{leness or t!'le mult1tu~o and t:1c b]LJClne3s of 

t'!:':e ct:ef pri(:sts, the farctcc'tl trials and the scour~1ng and 

the ~oc~ery: ~nd i s now over t on t he Cr oss . nut it is yet 

'"1th1n the 'iw111'' of God , s inc e He permits it . :rt is only 

within Hie w111 because there 1s l he possibility of vic tory, 

a poqs1bil1ty which is aJadc reality t h rough the perfect 

obed iE' oc ~ of llis ~on . The suffer .LOS is use a for n:dampt ion -

hmr, we do not k nou , save that it follmis the age - ole sacrifice, 

th~ bloofl of thP- :t11noce nt for the sins of the wor lc . And 

suffertne: t s thus oeclarr.c 11ot an ena but a meano , not a 

virtu~, but a ne~ns of reoemption. Cn the human scale it may 

bP the p~ ~n ot ~er.:ornt ion !"ron~ C·oc ~-lh ich lea<~ s the sinner back 

to eeek c o:r.!nun ion 1·1i th G·oc1 , anc1 fino r .. irJBe lf already sought 

and foun0: but on any scale, suffer iGg 1.s a stAte to be 

pa:::sed through, and not to be cha.!lt in . 

THF.: JOY OF BRINGinG !N TH~ l~~\i LIFE 

If aea.th -~mo t hH coot of ~tcnemen~ , lts obvE'rse is to be 

found ir1 the- jo:l of th~ :lcEJurrec tio~l . Yc:t , ju:-;;;t as t he re were 

many acta of atonement in our ~or~ ' s life , so there were many 

occ !:lsions th R.t brouS{1t :rtr:" joy. k'or j cy 1iea i.n the very 

be:-pxt of t"l~ :1odhf.lacl: it ir.: tl'.P. ;wr.d~r ~tl~ c ont:ntmcnt of the 

~.mre th-:t f!~:we, 8.nk1 n;: not~1ing in r::.tur,, , ::.!W found P- J ike love . 

'rhP.re, 1t ls nP lthcr ma;le nor marred by the hufl:nn norrcw o.r 

hAi,:T'lne ·~s 1:!h:'t.ch Goo t_pJ<:E:'2. to Ftr:~.self. to 1xt~r or to nc1 1ght in. 

Joy 1 ·; found tn the V!orl~ 1·:he:re there is £'t1lfil!r.er.t of the 

commsnf.,....!ent ;-!hlch trHns~(;rc to men the po.ttF. r!1 of tr...e CodheR.d: 

tt 'l.:'his ts ny coMm9ni'uent , that ye lov·c: one rnother ,. as I have 



loved you". 1 The fulfilment is made possible only by our 

rord Himself • 11 I in them and Thou 1n ~fe , that th~y may be 

made perfect 1n one'12 - as He rr..akea men ~.,hole. Only whole 

me n can give the love which nska noth!.113 tn retur':n even then 

their love i s ~mall c onp:1reo with the I. ove '"h1ch .f lr at loved 

t.hPm. !~evert"le l~ss joy corr:~s here. "In thnt hour J!uUs 

rejotcc:d i~ srir1t '1,3 ~ayr: T1.1ke: for "len h<-1d bc"n mniJ!! whole. 

JOY I N A WOHl.D OF S0R)1QW3 

A.lthoueh the Jospe l s record these occasi.ons of rejoicing, 

ss 

their portrA-it of our lord is predomlnantJy of a Ean of Sorrows, 

1n a wor 1 d of sorrowa . ~e are not accustomea to a2eoclate Joy 

enf! sorro\'! 1 nne t~nd rat'ber to oppose the[1. Yet the sE' tt1ng 

or the .rtac 1p.ro~ r1t£ ~~ se, r - oblat i11c love ( wb lch br lnss joy) a an 

a.s we11 he ~orr0~1 e~ hcpj,!lne£ls. Put it m.-:;.y be tbnt b~cause of 

our cu~:~tomtH"Y ~onfu31on of juy '!l'tth h~p.r1n(' .~s, a.nc alno because 

joy is l~r~,o:; l.f an 1mraro statE, that t"!!e joy of the I ora 1s 

frecluently not expJ.tr 1t in the G-ospe1E, al"'d ':le may only guess 

at its ·.n1r~Hlylng presence. 

Ir. th~ ne•,..r I.:tfe , joy is explicit: lt is lr. r~.ct o ne of 

thi:!.t I lfe ' s di ::: tlne:;u.1.shtng '11;~tt::s . The ·,o~ ritE'r to ttE !~e brews 

J oo\·p 0 t ot.oTa ro it anD o~:,\' it c ·;~or t~y go~ l for h ts I ord '•who 

for the joy that was set be foro E tm endure& tha CrosG , de sp1a1ng 

thr: 8-hrrrne , ?.P-1 ls •·et om.rr- at tl-Jr rlct.t bBnfl of Goa .••4 

Y U. t an 'II r o t c : 
,, 

• • • 

'! ':'>VP hath tlbounor.-a mo.!'~ th:;~ n GJ ory nhouna a. 

Ther~forF. Thy 1!ur.1.1t11t::.or. nh~1J cxF.\1t. 

\·iith '!'bee !ny I~nrir:ooa r18a to Pts Thronc ••• tt 

1. Jn. 15 . 1?. • 

2. Jn. 17 . ?.3. • 

3. Ik . lC' • ?l. ~ 

4. He b. 12 . . 



loud as from numbers without number, sw£et 

~s from blest voio~s , uttering joy, Heav'n rung 

',:1 th Jubilee ••• • 1 

SELF- OBlATION AND JOY 

~:e see that t'l1l' nat tc rn of Chrigt • a ntontnr-: \'lf"rlr is of 

men bringP about th1s s~lf-cbl~t1on, there Hls atoning work 

proceeds. In the same 'ilt:t.Y the patter:1 of C'1'l-Ir1st ' s \trork 1n 

""r br1'1ging in thf" '1Gw Life 1: com'11uniol1~ the sh~tng of love 

whlch brings joy: a.no a.t every point v1'1.ere joy 1!3 ~pp.qrent , 

explicitly or lmpllcttly, i n th~ r.lal'"lnr:: who~.e ("'f. men, there 

the new life teg1n9 to e~i9t . 

T!H•rc:a is ona furtb-1r qu2 :;tion w~ -nust nsk bscause ita 

a~s\.,cr iJ of the t_rc ..... test impo!'tance in a.ssesstn~ the miracles 

and !'leallngs of th~ ...,h·..trc11 . It !!l3Y b~ put tl11s way: did t he 

man Jesus have to b!! C·od to mak 'Jlen ,.,hole? 

Th~ history of 'm1rncl~s ' and h~Rl1n~s points to many 

s1s,ns and ~ronoer s 1'erfor:Je:'J by ot"l&rs th~n our Tord . The 

ancient T,IorJ!3 acceJ.·t~~ the!Tl ul'!cr1t1c!ll1y, thns tendin~ to 

:11ul~ iply anc eJCa{!~!rat th~m: just ~s the modern world views 

them hype:-~rtt1cnl~y rnd w1J l ro to fgnt~stlc ~7nlanet1ons to 

t!.XD1[1in \fith tl:e u1d of parr'pnycr.o1ogy ~.nd exr.-!;'1nat.1on of ''the 

evu 1 ut :on of' eo'! sc tn:1.m1?-:- n'1 a nf .. tl:~ untnn~c !"t! "30Ul"<'E' s of the 

~nd therr srema no '·oc;i , .. 



explanation w1th1n the circle of man and his nature . This 

1s not surprising, for 1t has lo~g beon recognised in theol• 

oet~al circles thnt such 'mtracl~s • and ' healtnga• conetitute 

no proof of dtvtoity. 

THE DIVINE GIFT OF~ WHOl q;I~ESS 

we h ave shown to 'te nirE>ctly rela.ted to the re-tntee,.ration of 

men ant! their l"lccrporetir,r; tnto the Y.ine::oorr. . They are based 

upnn thE' 1ote ~ra t1n~ du~v~ ~d of 30~ , an~ tte u~tque Christian 

forf1VtHle9a wh1.rr.. t.-: the Belf-_z:ivtug of Goa . Thls fact , while 

1t sho\1s tbe u,iqn.ennas cf thrc wcrks of r'hrtst, does not say 

t:~nyt':l1t1,7 conc~rnlr.n: t""'.@ Ufl1quent!R~ of Hts person. It \'lOUld be 

suff1.c !f!"nt, a t t~is st~~ of the a.r£Ut"tr- nt, 1f we sn1d that He 

t>~~s thf' perfect man 1r. t'O'!'llT'Unlon Httt Go~, th1=1 perfect channel 

~e epe~k wtth ju~tif1oAt1on of our lord 's eelf- e1vlog 

in Atonement ann its s~v1ng s1~n1f1cnnce ror every ~an: 1t 

1s a mntt€lr of r'hr·t~thH1 t-~1t'1('f'S f:lt.:d oxpP.rtcnC''! . If Oll;rt Lord 

ev:t~e'!'lt fret or Pir: r:1.'t"'1n:I ll'F.ro~ tl:!:lt H~ u1r~r1f' \'J~n th~ source 

of thf' 1nte,....rettnr eu~"~""itn- "vlrtn.IS "'~'1t out of Fim" . Yet 

th~rc '-E en;iden~~=: t'hnt He uar n~so tt.e c'l:n!'lr.~l of tr1n power: 

f.cr t·th~r~~E'l PEl ~?.1.d, ·•r !?"'1nt , .. rorl:- th·· vm r~·~" cf P.i!!: thr-t sent 

rre'', 1 '' I ?'!1'1 thfl rE"'FJu.r.r•r.t1on ~nr tt'e- 11f~", 2 ,,_ h~t thin;s 

1. Jn. 9 : 4. 



·- soever He (the 'li'ather) doeth, these also doeth the Sop 

11kew1s~n, 1 He t'ould also say tt! apeak 11ot of mysttlf: but 

'' 
2 

Thi the Father that d~elleth in me , E~ deeth the works • a 

is another way of say1ng tha.t God 'l.-18.9 1u Chr 1st, .i:ec one 1l1ng 

the '.'rorlii to Flmse:!.f: the p: .. u• aa o:;; sr..~r1ngs f.r·om the mystery 

of the ~o~hesA, Rn~ there 1E no need for us hare to sa8k to 

unr.'1ve., 1t. 

PRRFECT GOD A~~ PGRFECT MAN 

Only 'becPuse ':'hrtst 1;(3.3 3o-J could t:'1G po·o~~er to make men 

whole ftni! 1t~ source in :·:L.J . Qnly because ills manhood was 

perfe~t r,; ~s P1P r::>;·m.::- ab le to reach tlwsa who needed to be 

mR.d€ ~thoJ E'. In f act hoth :1t tr 1 bute .s are lnJ lspensa.bls . lions 

5 8 

mP.\1 ~.r~ T!'la~e ·r~.hoJe l'1 the dhur c:r~, it ls -~E cause tney have come 

by H"'.m. ~11 'tri.ft~ ' of healing or ml:racle poBseaseo by us , 

thou1h 11111J('l!'tant, are S;J.bs1i'1ary to th:lB . The a1..1thor of 

Ohr1st1f"'n whc1enea~. \-Jn3 , nne always 1s, Christ i1U!self . 

1. l. Jn. 5 : 19 . 



CONCLUSION TO PART 0~ 

Showinp- that thtl !:'-ft o~ w~ol~nf7-ss was ?;i.Ve '.1 in Christ 

so tl-)et th~ nta•..r !if~ "lipht b!! a !'!'~sent rt.-a11ty for men 

1n ':he mi~st of t:he old J tr~. 

5( . 



LIFE T 0 T H E F U L L 

We are now in a position to gather up the conclusions 

formed in tha pr$ceding chapters of this thesis in order to 

answer thfi qusstion: "What is the relation between our 

lord's healings and miracles, and His Messianic work of 

mRk1ng men whole?'• 

The chapter entitled '•The Personal Tragedy'• showed how 

the saving Meeaia.nic work of our l-ord can be afforded the 

fullest s1~n1ricance only whan it 1a divorced from current 

philosophical monism ~nd restored to the setting or ltm1ted 

dualism found in the New Testament, where 1t becomes a 

real fight against an Adversary, .from whose power our l ord 

draws men and incorporates the~ into Himself . The following 

chapter in analysing the strategy of this struggle , showed 

how human misery in the form of disease and possession was 

the consequence of the corruption of the human environment 

by the Adversar y and the inhibition or perversion of man ' s 

Go 

full personality: and that the t herapy or that misery was by 

the free gift of div1ne dunamts in Jesus Chr1at , entering into 

the world and restoring the 1mpa1red personality, with physical 

healing and freedom from possession as its consequence: and 

further, that the self-perpetuating corruption of the human 

environment was offset by the establishment of the Kingdom of 

God; which was maae available to men .. even 1n their present 

environment - through their incorporation into Christ; and 

whose signs were the miracles of our Iord . The following 

chapter showed how the heal1ngs and miracles of our Lord 

demanned from Him the same quality of self-giving and brougnt 

Him the same quality of joy as all His other works of atonement 

and sharing of the Resurr ection life, and how His miracles and 



healings were unique because they were the product of d1v1ne 

dunam1s restoring the fulnesa of human personality. 

CONCLUSION 

From this study, this fact emerges: our Lore ' s healings 

ann miracles wore not appendages to His Uess1an1c task , nor 

even primarily signa to demonstrate the nature of His task 

or of Hia ~rson: they were above all the phyatcal manifest­

ations that His l~Ies=ian1o task wa.a 1n fact 'baing accomplished, 

both in r estoring men to communion ¥11th God and 1n the estab• 

llsh1ng of the new environment of the Kingdom: they were the 

signs of Victory, worked as works of compassion. all pointing 

to the great S1fln of the Resurrect ion, ~:;b1ch brouf.t)lt men 

~life to the ful1~1 1n Jesus Christ . 

1 . John 10 : 10 (Moffatt) 
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Q{) AND TEl!, JOTJN 

9hotrJ1ng that Chrtst ge.ve His Church th& Commission to 

ma1\e men Nhole by pre~ch1ng, hea'11ng, and the remission of 

sin: ana thnt thls com<'7l1s~:ton hao both itn prophetic and 

its S9.Cl"al"'!ental rnenns. 



G C AND T!'i:LI JtP.N ••• 

Now that we have seen the sign1f1ca.nce of miracle and 

healing in the M.ess1anio work of our lord , we must aslr 

whether 1t was His 1ntent1on that they should be continued 

ln the life of the Church. 

THE VERSIONS CF TH~ FINAL OO~~ISSION 

The Gospels differ in their versions of our Lora • a 

final comm1ss1oo to 'H1s disciples . The Me.rcan version has 

two alternatives, both from the secona century, 1 which while 

they throw li~t on the Church ' s attitude to its ta.sk , 

cannot be taken as our lore's own words . Matthew and Luke 

produce independent conclusions: John merges his into the 

discourse after the last Supper . Since Matthew includes 

the triadic formula for baptism, this portion of the gospel 

may not date before late in the second century, whereas the 

generally accepted date of authorship of the rest or the 

gospel is c. 85- 90 A. D. 2 There is no reference to miracle 

or healing ln the Matthean comm1ss1on. The r.ucan commission, 3 

paraphrased and supplemented in Acts , A speaks of the preaching 

of repentance and remission (aphes1a) of sins, and of the 

promised power (dunamis) from on high, the power of the Holy 

Spirit. The continuity of Luke and Acts precludes the poss1b-

111ty of this commission being a late addendum , for their 

common authorship is not to~ay contested. 

FO~~R AND RSJISS!ON 

There is a dual sense of movement in the two words which 

Luke uses. Aphesis (remission) implies a movement - a bearing 

1. Moffatt , New Trans. of N.T., loc. cit . 

2. Phillips, The 4 Gospels , introducing St . Matthew. (p. 1) 

3. Lk . 24 : ~7 • 49. 

t1 . Acts . 1 : 8. 



away of s1n. 1/unamis (pm1er) denot~s moving pO\ier re.ther 

than static pow~r , f".ction rather than pot~ntial , ana ability 

rather than authorlty. A frequent New Te~tament us~gs or the 

word is th~t Christ is the dunamts of God . 1 

A CCI·i !ISSION TO THE CHURCH IN EMBRYO 

The final commission of the <'lise 1pJ.es is not our sole 

euthor ity for the task or the Church. It has been well argued 

that although the Church became conscious of itself only after 

Pentecost, 1t sx1stod already 1n embryo at least in the 
\" 

fel1owship of the disciples of our Lord , if not aa chosen 

Israel. 3ru~ner , even more radically, 1na1sts that where the 

Holy 3p1r1t 1s, there ia the Church. He thus raises the 

questions of whether the Holy ~pirlt was evident 1n the life 

of our lord , and why the synopt1sts were silent on the matter . 
~ 

C . K. Barrett , ·- o ons idar 1ng these quest ions, finds evidence of 

the dunamis of the Spirit 1n the gospel accounts , and attributes 

the comparative silence to the overshadowing eschatological 

emphasis . 3 

To this embryonic Church our lord gave a comm1sa1on, 

sending them out two by two to preach the coming of the 

Yiogd om and heal the sick . This 1s recorded, with Vtil'iations, 

by all three Synoptiats. 4 and twice by I..uke . There 1s no 

comparable commission 1n the Fourth gospel save 1n the 

last Supper's discourse already ment1oned:5 where the 

oonnection is distinctly matla between ' works ' and the Spirit. 

1. cf . Richard son, Theol . wa . Bk. of Bib. p . 155. 

2. The Holy Spirit ana the Gospel Trad 1 t !on. pp. 140 ff . 

3. c f . also Hendry, ''The Holy Spirit 1n Christian The ology'', pp. 

L! . l.fk . 6 • 7 - 13, 30 • l'S - ?..'\ • 

Mt . 9 . 36 - 11 • 30 • . • 

I ·k. 9 1 - 7 . 10. 

10 7 - 9, 17 .. 20. 

5. John lA . 12 rr • • 



_\UTHC:ZI:rY , HEAl UiJ Al\D TH'!: K IKGDCl-t 

Mark begine his account of this commission: nAnd He 

called unto Him the twelve, a~d began to send them forth 

by two and two, and He gave them authority (exousia) over 

the unclean spirits ••• and they went out and preached that 

men should repent, and they cast out many devils, and 

anointed with oil many that \'Iere sick, and healed ( therape Qe in) 

themu. Not too much reliance should be placed on the last 

two clauses, since anointing with oil was a regular remedy 

for sickness, and 'theraptt U\ein ' may mean only ••ministe r to••. 

The mention of e:xorcism 1s definite: the resemblance to ~ 

versions of part of the final commission is plain: and we 

must note that the word ' exousia' differs from 'dunamis ' 

(though rreque nt ly both are translated 'power') in that it 

implies a static, potential, and even derived, authority. 

In spite of this , the authority seems to have bee n effective 

for e xorc tam .. of . P~ 4. ~ 

Matthew for the most part repeats this account , adhering 

to t he word 'exousia ' : but then adds '• ••• and as ye go, 

preach, saying 'The kingdom of heaven ls at hand . Heal the 

sick, raise the dead , cleanse the lepers, c ast out devils ••• ~ 

and follows 1t by a section or apocalyptic , which admittedly 

throws ausp1c1on on the passage quoted, since Matthew would 

know well that such actions would be re garded as signs of the 

imminence of the Kingdom: and 1t rn1ght , not unfairly, be 

suggested that he had taken ~ark's mention of healing at 

more than 1ts face value, and amplified it . This suspicion 

1s remove d, however , by Luke ' s account, which, while plainly 

based on Mark contains a number of features ~!toge ther 

independent of Mat thew, and yet stresses the healing or 

diseo.aes . In l .uke'a rtrat account (cp. 9) , Jesus gives 

P. is disciples authority (exouata) and also power (dunamie) 



over all de·J·ils and to curs all 6 iseases. '£heir m1ss1on is 

again tv1ofold - to preach the ~:ingdom of God and to heal the 

sick . The deliberate use of the term 'dunamis ' adjacent t o 1ts 

near syno~ym 'exousla ' deserves some commGnt. It appears as 

a definite link of the 'authol•ity ' common to all tho synopt ic 

nC'counts of this incident \·11th the 'power from on high' 

mentioneo ·by juke writing on Pentec ost: not equating them, 

but show1 ne that the one was ind1sp$nsable to the cl>hsr. 

Rtchard son1 speaks of ~the ess~nt1al biblic~l notion of 

rr.tracles as the operation of the dunamts of l.iodtt . This 

1s important, since the term ' exousia ' m1gpt be translated 

'permission ' in these pa~sages if ' dunamis ' were not linked 

with it - and the implication might be that a 'gift of 

healing ' had been handed over to the disciples and that they 

were now allowed to heal by their own ability. 

Luke ' s second account {cp. 10) differs little from his 

first , except that there 1s no record of delesation of 

•exous1a ' or ' dunamis '. Something of like nature may, 

however , be implied in the phrase ' the Lord appointed ' 

(g.na.deiknum1) where t he verb denotes •tsetting apart and 

uplifting'' , as by the giving of authority. 

THE CGHBIN'm EL~f.fl:CNTS C? THE COiV"Y.ISSIOl>rS 

From the mission of the disciples during our I ord 'a 

ministry, and such as is ascertainable of His final comm1as1on , 

the following combination arises: 1) Preaching the coming of 

the Kingdom; 2 ) The remission of sins; 3) The healing of 

disease and casting out of demons. This 1s the continuation 

or some or the work of the Messtah. The power available 1s 

also t-1e ssia.nic - both as authority a.nd ability ... ana , most 
~ 

important , 1s the authority p power of Christ Himself . 

1 . Theel . :d . Book. p . 152. 



'!'HE CCS!: IG }.JBANTI:G C:' THL CC•!J~ I35lC1~ 

Luke brins~ hts narrative of the mission of the Seventy 
1 to a close w1th a curious passage. There ta much tn it 

rem1niacet1t of the pauedo-r:arcan final comm1ss1on, 2 and 

both might reflect lu~e ' s memories of Paul ' s experiences on 

Malta.3 Therefore the testimony o~ the passage is possibly 

not as reliable as th~ remainaer of luke's account of the 

mission. Never theless there are two points worth noting. 

One is the interpretation put upon the success of the mission 

cy our !.oro: "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven'' • 

Thts htia been cla.ssed by some as a misplaced e-schatological 
7 

saying ,. relating to the End. Barrett is inclined to take 

1t seriously, as indicat ing that Jesus was a v1s1onary. 4 

If we do so, 1.t may be directly linked with our r..ord 's explan• 

ation of the means whereby He c~sts out devils - the finger 

(or Sp1rit) of Goa . 5 It tbus becomes d1r6ct evtdanca that 

the sun~essful carrying out of the Lord 's commission 1a t~e 

reflection 1n this world of the defeat of the Adversary by 

tha Sp1r1t of God tn C~r1st. 

C!{q I'3T ~IO::i.R' nm IN THEr~ 

'rhe Sf.'lcond point to notice f rom this passage ls th ta: 

the d 1sc 1plea report the sub joe t ton of dev1la 'tn Thy name • , 

and are told to rejoice , not on this account, but because 

'the 1r names ar~ written 1n heaven '. I.ater exoro tam mads 

much use of the name of Jesus, eventually regarding it as 

a sovereign formula. But that i a surely not what was 

intended by Iuke: otherwise the second statement become s 

a meaningless euphe~ism. Iuke would be familiar with the 

1 . 1k. 10 . 17 - 20 • • 

2. Mk. l h. : J7, 18. 

;. Acts . 28 1 - 6. 

3. cf . }1t . 2ti • 21 , !.k. 17 • 2L1 , but also Mt . 28 . 3. • • • 

4. op. c 1t . p . 115. 

5. Mt. 12 • 22 -28 , Lk . 11 • 14 .. 20. • • 



H~brew idea or the name >as rec alling the very presence of 

thP on~ nxl~d . lt t~arefore does not stretch the sense of 

the 1'10.~?~s 'J.'1~ : t1.J to su~Baat that devils were subject to the 

pr.eaence> of the CL.rlst in the Holy Spirit, and the r&jo1c1ng 

of the clnclples is to be because they already are members 

of tbe trtnqd o-:- of ~-Ieave n, the realm of the Spirit . If we 

put th1.s into the !l'!Or:J f'a.m11iar Johannlne terminology, it 

b~J~O"llas ''I 11 the~.1 , :111d they 1n Me·1 -confirming that the 

STJtrtt ~f God in Christ works through them to heal and to 

e~vP., rather than ani 'gift' of their own. 

THE CO!U~l~OT ION :sE1'~lEEl~ REH ISS ION 0~ SINS .L\.ND HT:A.LWG 

~lthough those final commlsslons moet likely to be 

genuinE' c ontatn no o tract reference to healing, both mention 

the remission of sins (aphes1s) . There is~ similar passage 

in .John fol~.O'.-iing the g1vtng of the Spirit - ''whose soever 

sins y~ remit, they are remitted unto them. ul This might 

surprise us, until we recognise that the GospeJP• though 

wr1.tten 9fter Pentecost , are consciously dealing with ante• 

Pentecostal m01t.e.ria.l . 1Nhsn supplemented by the narrative of 

Acts, the€e gospels give us a wholesome bRlance: for ths 

pentPCOStal zifts in later years tended to becom~ Uncontrolled, 

but the gospels p.resarv~ the deeper purpose or our Lord's 

mission. The msklng whole of men was not, as we have seen, 

achie-ved by mlrRculously set t log the 1r physical syste11 to 

rights while the rematncer of the personality rem~1ned dis­

inte~rateo . Therefore the purposes of remtssion of sins, 

and removal of gutlt \'lith all its powerful psychological 

1nfluenot- s, t'lere contained in the 1 ord 'a commission to heal, 

and healing •.-~as AJso the natural r·esult of the carrying out 

of His 1nstr1lct1ons to remit sins. Sometimes only one or 

other was need~ '· 

1. Jonn 20 ; 2~. 



Both of th~ Dom1nically instituted sacraments are 

concerned with the rem1ss1on of sin. The Cup at the last 

1 Supper 1s Htq ~lood, shed for nany for the r~mission of s1ns. 

Peter calls on the men of Jerusalem to b~ baptisev for the 

remission of a ins. 2 vlh.~t is more, the Bfhlical .r~cora 1n 

each of theaP implies the pe.reonal presence of the Lora , 

bearing away the sins in Himself . In the Ruchflrist, His 

disciple s are to drink the Cup ' in remembrance (anamnesis) 

of Him' . The term'anamneAis ' denotes a recalling of the 

personal pre sence of the one- remembered . 3 In a similal:' 

manner baptism is 'in the ~a.me or Jesus' , '"~hich., in Hebrew 

usage, 1mpl1es th~ person~l presence of Him named. 4 From this 

we conclude what Christian experience has long told us, that 

in the Sacraments our Jord Himself. offers remission of sins, 
w\..o 

just an, ~rhen h~al1ng ta1.t:eA nlAce, 1t ts He ~t heals through 

His dlsc1p1Ps. The essent111 ministry of tne Church is the 

ministry of Christ in person, as T . ~. M~nson hRs finely said . 

TP.E n~OT ITT~"T 1CN OF SA CRA'!-lF.NTS IS A CO..'IY. ISS ION 

The sacr~ents , in showing f orth t he remlsalon of sin, 

show forth thereby the work of our Iord ~9~1ng men whole: 

His personal pre se nee at the oelebrat 1o n 1s available f"or 

the re- lntegr~tlon of men and wo~en ~a well as their 

incorporation into Eternal life . Thus the institution ot 

the sacrament e r.va.s as much e, o omm 1sa1on f or the making who l e 

or men as was the command to go out and preach the Kingdom 

ana heal th~ sick . 

1. Mt. 26 • ?.8. • 

2. Acts. 2 • 3R, 10 . 43. • . 
3. The ol . l:Jd . Bk . p . 1£13. 

tt . rr.1c . p . 157. 
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Although t!'l.e disciples were oomm1as1oned to heal (which 

included the br l ng1ng back to life of the oead, Hatthew 

states), as we ll as to preach and r emit sins, t hEre was no 

commission to perform miracl~s. In fact thsre ars very few 

inst ances in the gospels where our I. ord expecteo m1rRcles 

from His d i oc lple s at all. !t is true t hat Pe t er wa s 

expected to ~1alk on water - but tha.t was our I.. oro • s miracle 

which f oundPred on rater's indecision. It 1s true that 

He told th~~ that 1f tt.ey 'had faith na a grain of mustard 

seed they mi::ht move mouPtaina, but (even if He were not 

quoting a familiar proverb) He never seems to have c al led on 

them to ilo so. This does not mean that miracle s could not 

happen through the disciples, but only that they Here not 

comrui~s ione~ to perfor~ thsm . 

r:rru~cr;:s ;n:;1~ NOT f.'C?.. DCD'.'Crt:G FAITH , EPT rc t.ID THZ FAI'I'HFUL 

If one \te re to suggest a r e ason for. the om 1 ss ion or 

mir ac le from the oonm1ssion. one might say tha t whe r eas 

bea.ltng was made available through the interces.eion or the 

cisc1p1ea as th~ man1fo:-atation of the inner wholeness brought 

about by Christ tbrough them, yet othe r '!llirti C les we re not 

avallabl~ to interceealon because they were first of a ll 

signs of the presenc~ of the Y.1ngo om as Richardson showe, 

rE>quting a definite attitudP. of openness 1n the r ecipient 

to be rec~ived as s1Ens . Pleinly no man c ~n re~ elvs a sign 

on behalf of another. Miracles might still, how~ver, be 

brought about in answer to ths prayer or persone.l need -

as they a1o in Apostolic times in answer to the stringent 

nece ssity of the apostles and of other believers. It may be 

objected that our I.ord freely gaYe signs 1n His own day. 

Bu.t it was only to those who already poasess~d at least a 

rudimentary belief in Him as ,_1esa1ah tha.t He gave . He 

refused to g ive ~ny s i gn to those who had no faith whatever 

'71 



in Him, concerning either His parson or His mission. John 

often gt~.ren us the impre salon that only those \'lho ba lieved in 

H1'!!1 could per('elve H1o ' t.!o:xa ' throur!.h His 'semela.'. Even 

those who .;11 believe fr~'luent1.y exasperated Hi m with their 

obtuseness. - flryo ye not ru undarstand?'11 

All the elements t:lh tch \'fe have :round t. o be 1 n the Lord ' a 

commisston to His church are found in H1s own Hess1an1c task • 

confrontA.t ton \·lith the gospo l, making \'lhole of men , rtnd lead ing 

tham to mternal !ifP. . These elements are not separable: they 

are interdepende nt. It now remains to see whether the Church 

fulfilled this portion of her commission. 

Go, lP.bour on: ape nd and be spent , 

Thy Joy to do th8 Father ' s will; 

It la the way the Master went; 

Should not the servant tread it et111?
2 

l. Mk . 8 : 21. 

2. Horat1us Bonar. 



if.w~·r 1.nf hrm th?- !;h'trt>h ~.rcrr' "lPn,to11c t 1"1t=! e unt !1 her 

~:1 t8. 1Jll~:~h·J f!nt by r.,.,n,...ta)"\tt'1~ 11~eo.l! th.~ ~1ft.~ c~ he!!'\l1n~ a.nd 

~"'<o.:•c l'JM 1 an1 ho•1 ?1e~ tho·nht. 1n th~5~ Tatters rJreaerved the 

:-19bl"H.; '-1~ "1 0! 1>lhi)1!2'1A'3s tn thP. mtdst of l=! Hel.lel'l1st1t' 

ctrltur~ . ~~owtng '11~o tbe 1~peC'"t of Tl'!artyrdom~ upon the 

(fhurch. <:1 thou._:h t on sur:r~rtne:. ~nd the dec 1 ine or the ~e ne.ral 

use or tbe s€ ohnr 19T~t i.~ gtft s ''ltth th~ f!:t'o~~rt:h of ftxed 

P1i!7L;tr te '3 .1-nd t"!e ~r':\dt,.":tl ! ~t~.,.,1.tsh"l~nt of the Ohur~'h . 

'13 



FROM TRIBULATION TO CO MF O R T 

THE CONTI~OAr iON OF THE CHURCH'S MESS!A~IC TASK 

We found three int~rde~endent factors w1th1n the 

Church ' s Mess1an1c co~m1ss1on; of these , confron~ation with 

the Gospel remained virtually a constant racto~ during every 

missionary period or the Church ' s history • of which the 

f1ret three Christian centuries form one . It 1a with the 
r 

variation and 1ntetelation ot the remaining two, namely 

the making whole or men and the l. .. ading or them to Eternal 

l1fe , that we are now conoe~ned : and we shall endeavour to 

trace these, as f a r as the souroes will allow, fr om the 

apostolic age to the time of the eotabl1shment of the 

Church by Constantine . 

THE ACT.S OF THE APOSTLES 

Incidents where men are made whole tall under three 

head1nga: 

1) Physical healing 1a the result . 

The men at the Beautiful Gate 

The Apostles heal many 

••stephen, full of faith ana power ••• tt 

ih11ip heals ma.ny in samaria 

Aeneas the paralytic healed 

Fet•r and Tabitha 

Paul nd Barnabas • elgno and wonders 

Paralytic t Lyatra healed 

Paul t Ephesus • many healed 

Paul a~ the v1per 

Paul lays hands on Publ1us • father 

Many on Melita heal~d 

Acts ,, 1-10 

5' 15- 16 

6: 8 

8t 7 

9a 32•34 

9:36• 42 

14: 3 

141 8-lo 

19:11, 12 

28: l • 6 

28~ 8 

28: 9 



2) ~xoroism ot demons. 

The Apoatlea cast out ev11 op1rits Aota 5:15, 16 

Philip casta out sp1r1ts in samaria 8: 8 

Paul rebukes a posaease~ (?) clairvoyant 16:16-19 

Paul casts out spirits at Ephesus 19:12 

3) Remission· of sin leads to healing. 

Raul receives his sight Ac t a 9: 10•18 

In addition the following mtraoles were received by 

the apostles as signs of the present Kln~om: 

1) Incidents witnessed by many; 

·The Day of Pentecost 

The Apostles • release 

Peter ' s release 

2) Incidents wltnesa•d by one: 

Stephen seea Heaven oP.ned 

Saul sees the Iignt 

Philip transported (?) 

Acts 21 1- A 

s: 17' 18 

12: 6·19 

Acts 7:55 

9: 3, 7 

8:33 

These exBmplea ctted above are sufficient ln number to 

show the general prevalence ln apostolic times of pbys1cal 

healing, exoro1sm, and r•mission of sin, often combined , 

and alao of mlraolea at times when the existence or the 

ohurch was threatened . It is of importance to notice the 

techniques or healing, exorolsm, and rem1sa1on. Healing 

was sometimes ••in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth•• , 

often with the laying-on or hands, often with open prayer; 

there is isolated mention of the healing power of the 

apostle ' s shadow ana ot handkerohiets , wh1oh may have 

served instead or the laying-on of hands (although their 

only inherent power would be that or suggestion). Exorc1am 

waa a oommand ln the name of the Lord Jesua Ohr1st that the 

'15 



demon come out of the possessed . 
~ <;\1tW-~ 

Ita technique 1s &Rly eGme 

~1fferentiated from that for physical healing (Acts 16sl6•19) . 

Both healing an~ exorcism are recor~ed as the work or indiv• 

1~ual apostles rather than or the congregation gathered about 

them and acting with them. Remission or sine, -in the one in• 

stance where it led to healing, was the assurance of rorgiv~n•s• 

brought to Paul by Ananiaa from the church in that city. 

There is no record in these ~ts or sacramental occasions 

when men were made whole . Healing an~ exorc1S3 were separate 

from baptism, and could ooour either before or after it. 

Baptism was itself the mark or remission of sin, however.­

There is no correlation between The Eucharist and heali~g, 

exorcism, or remission explicit in this account . 

It may be objected that we are wholly depenaent on 

Luke ' s account or these incidents: and his accuracy has 

been questioned by the Dean of George . Fortunately there 

are references in the Epistles which support Luke in his 

general recording of healing and mtr·aole , although they 

c1te no particular instances. 

THE PAULINI EPISTLES 

Paul ' s epistles make no reference to apeoif1o acta ot 

healing: but there are several enumerations ot the charismata 

of the Holy Sp1r1t: 

h1amata du11ame1a 
Gifts of healing, miracles 

dunameis 
M1n1atry by the 6p1r1t, working miracles 

aunameis 
Are all workers or miraoles, have all 

hiamata 
g1fts ot healing? 

I Oor. 12& 9, 10 

Gal. 3: 5 

I Cor. 12: 30 

Two further quotations 1nd1eate that the healer and the 

miracle-worker held definite offices, and yet that s1sn• and 

miracle-working were a ' mark' or the apostle. 



duname1s h1am ta 
After that m1racled, then g1fta of healing I Cor . 12: 28 

seme1a, terata) 
31gne ot an apostle dunsme1s ) 2 Oor . 12: 12 

Paul ' s chief concern seems to have been with regul• 

ation or charismata, 1mply1ng that they were already (c . 60A. D. ) 

sutt1o1ently well• known to be imitated fraudulently. He 

considered that neglect or the Kuohariat led to 1llneea. 

(I Oor. lla 30) . 

OTHER NEW TESTAMENT REFERENCES 

seme1a terata 
The writer to the Hebrews regaras signa, wonders, and 

duname1s 
miracles , with other ohar1emata, as the d1v1ne w1tnesa to 

that ~which f1rat began to be spoken by the Lord , and was 

oonttrmed unt o ue by thou that heard htm" . (Heb. 2a3, A) . 

In th1a he agrees w1th (and even may be) Paul. The claee1cal 

reference t or the pract1oe ot healing 1e 1n the Epistle ot 

James (5:1~, 15): ~The prayer of ta1th anall eave the a1ok, 

and the t.ord ahall raise him up" . 'fhe sacramental, or 

possibly mtd1oal , use ot o11 for anointing is mentioned here. 

THE GENERAL CONSENSUS OF THE NEW TESf.AM'iNT AFART FROO THB 
GOS.PILS 

Miracles and healings were , with other ohariamata, 

plainly 1n evidence during the apostolic age. Miracles, 

signs, an~ wonders were the marks or an apostle . although 

they were not exeluaive to the apostles. It wae their 

coupling with the eyewitness account or Kerygma which lent 

authenticity to both works an~ preaching. Kxorciem was not 

oons1~eret1 a separate category from healing, tn gener 1. 

The connection or the sacraments w1th wholeness was scarcely 

explicit . 

THE EARLY APOCRYPHA 

In the New Testament apocryphal works or the early 

second century, there 1a a subtle change ot emphaai~ in the 



relation of works to m~eaage: 1netead ot being 1nter~ependent , 

(in that the power ot which the message speaks 1a v1a1b1e 1n 

the works , and the ethical rightnees which d1stingu1ehea the 

works trom pagan works 1a part or the message) , the mi~acles 

are taken as the proof' or the message . Therefore the accounts 

ot miracles are e~ns1derably he1gntened , 1n order that their 

d1v1ne origin may be plain against the lesser pagan miracles. 

James, writing on the New Testament Apocrypha ae a whole aaya, 

"As religious books they we.re meant to reinforce the existittg 

stock or Christian belief's •• • • by the production of evidence 

which, if' true, should be 1rrefragable~. 1 Thus the aooount 

ot mlraoles which they contain are either theatric 1 or 

Jejune . Nevertheless they are of value , 1n that ''they record 

the 1maginat1ona, hopes, and rears of' the _men who wrote them. 

They show what was acceptable to the unlearned Christian ••• "2 

In view or the very infrequent mention or miracles by the 

Apostolic Fathers, it is interesting to notice how the rank 

and tile or the Church displayed that yearning for authority 

which miracles woul~ provide . 

The following references to 'heightened miracle ' occur 

in the six antilegomena probably written before 150 A. D. 

(James): 

3rhe Gospel to the Hebrews (tra~entary) - recorded in 

Orlgen, On John 2. 12. 

~The Gospel of' Feterc vv 19, 36, 39•42. (Harnack ' s 

classifioat1on) . 

Other fragmentary passages posaibly dating trom this 

period are the Freer log1on, thought by Moffatt5 to be a 

1. p. :xii . 

2. p . xi1i. 

3. p . 2 . 

A. p. 90. 

5. The N. T. , a new Tra ns . , loo . cit. 



part or Mk. 16:1A, an~ the synopsis or the Reaurreotion 

story or the Gospel ot Peter round atter Mk . 16t3 1n Codea 

Bon1ens1s. 1 It Jl'otratt 1s correct 1n linking the Freer log1on 

with the whole of the Marean ep11ogue2 , then the whole belongs 

to the early seoon~ century, an~, ae previously obeerve8 , 

indicates a curret attitude to miracle - ~For those who believe, 

these miracles will follow: they wtll cast out aemons 1n my 

name , they wlll talk ln foreign tongues, they w1ll handle 

serpents, and 1t they drink any deadly polson 1t will not 

hurt them; they will lay hands on the a1ok and make them 

well . rt3 Th1a poaltlon eoinct~es with neither that or the 

apocryphal Gospela nor that of the oanontcal: it tends to 

the threatr1cal, and yet (wlth the •~cept1on or the po1aon) 

ls conoe1v bly baaed on the Acta or the Apostles, and makes 

miracl~e follow bel1et rather than produce 1t . Furthermore , 

it the 1neert1on of the Freer logion 1s accepted, the cosmic 

a1gn1t1cance or the Church ' s oont1nuat1on or the Messianic 

task 1o clearly 1n the m1nd or the writer. 

TH~ APOSTOLIC FATHERS 

Whilst the apocryphal gospels represent popular (and 

some, heretical) doctrtnee, the ma1n stream or the Church's 

thought at the turn or the t1rst century 1s to be round 1n 

the writings ot the bishops. 

CLEMENT OF ROME 

. 
Clement wrote c . 95/96 A. D. following persecution at Rome 

by Dom1t1an. He 1a consequently much occupied with redempt1ve 

eutter1ng an~ martyrdom, and concerned tor unity w1th1n the 

church. In both his Epistle to the Cor1nth1ans o.nd h1s 

Second Epistle , he speaks much or the life to oome , and 

1. James, p. 33. 

2 . Mk. 16 : 9 • 20, UJ\ortati:) . 

3. f.fk . 16 l 17 - 19 o~orratt) . 



advooatoe a constant watcht lnees tor the coming ot the 

·Kingdom . Nevertheless he m nt lone 1n passing the charismata 

or the Ohr1sttanz forbeara oe, ~neroalty, wisdom , humility, 

ohaatity. 1 

Wr1t1ng probably betwe n 100• 117 A. D., Folyoarp 1n hia 

ep1st.le to the Ph1111ppians &lao stresse·e church unity, and 

asks fer patience 1n the face or eufter1ng. The autreting 

rerers to martyrdom ~uring the re1gn or TraJan, extending 

poasibly toto Hsdr1an•s re 

The 'Martyr~om' of Po although not written 

until 156 A. D. at the earl eat, may conveniently be considered 

here . It 1s largely quo.tet! by Ensebia.s (H. E. 4 . 15) who omits 

some or the more etart11ng_jm1raculous elements 1n it . It the 

miracle recorded belongs tJ the original acc ount and 1a 

regarde~ as genuine (if a lttle exags-rated), 1t 1s or the 

same pattern as Peter ' s re prisons tor Polyc&rp, 

surrounde~ by burning ragg ts at the stake , 1a not burnt . 

But when it is considered hat Fster's release ensured the 

~rowth or the young church Whilst Polycarp's preservation. 

was followed immediately b h1a execution, the 'Martyrdom ' 

1e seen to be exhibiting m raole for the sake or miracle , 

and must therefore be olas ed for our 1mmed1~te purpose with 

the apocryphal writings , w atever may have bean the true 

circumsta nces ot Polyoarp' passing. 

Ignatiaw wrote during th~ same period as Polyoarp, 

100- 117 A. D., and a number or his epistles are extant . 

He was executed under TraJ n, and the epistles were all 

written on his way to Rome to die . Their shorter recension 

1. Ep. Cor . 38. 



~I 

has become generally aocepte~ . 1 Hie maiQ emphas1s 1s naturally 

upon the preservation ot a united Church, the steadfast racing 

of persecution, and the Joy of the life to come . He tne~efore 

urses very strongly that the b1shop be regarded as the 

1n~1spensable focus of the church's faith and author1ty. 2 

At the eam& time he enJoins the bishop to be a true pastor'' 

t'Bear the 1nf1.rm1ties or all" , he writes to :Polycarp. 

Ignatius ' views on immortality are not to be separated 

from his conception of the purpose of the present lite. He 

re~rde them as continuous, and guards a~1nat the ourr~nt 

doctrine or separation or body and sp1r1t . "When God 

appeared" , he writes, •• ••• the abolishing ot ~eath was taken 

in he.na'• . 4 He uses the phrase "both of flesh and spirit" in 

speaking or Christian graoee. 5 The general picture which h1s 

wr1t1nge g1vee is or a man aware or the redemption Ohr1at 

has brought to the whole man, and yet tor h1meelt chooe1ng 

the path or suffering that he mlght attain to Go~ . 6 

There is one passage 1n which he refers to miracles, 

wh•re wild beasts have refused to touch the persecuted 

Christians se t before them.7 Th1s we may regard aa genuine, 

since 1t 1s a passing reference and does not seak to 1mpreaa 

with embelllshmente. There 1s also the much•quoted passage 

which shows the clear connection tor Ignatius between the 
8 taking or the Sacrament and the making whole of men a 

t• ••• breaking one and the~ me bred , which is the medicine 

ot immortality and the antidote to prevent us rrom dying, 

but (which causes) that we should llve for ever in Jesus 

Christ ... 

1. Ante- Ntcene T 1brary, Vol . I : p. 140. 

2. Ep. Trall. opp. 2, 3; Ep . Smyr . cp. 8. 

3. ip. Poly. cp. 1. 

A. Sp . liiph . cp. 19. 

5. ~p. Smyr . 13. 7. Ep. Rom . op. 5. 
6 . ct. J;;p. Poly. cp. 7. a. Ep. Eph . cp. 20. 



HEnNAS 

The sharpness or per secution under Trajan dwindled to 

desultory and local outbreaks under Hadrian and Anton1nue: 

and it 1s to th1e latter period that ~The Shepherd~ or 
Hermas probably belongs. 1 Prost gtves o. ldO A. D. tor 1t . 2 

The writer 1e plainly able to l ook back a.t se-vere perseout ton, 

and sees its honourable est ate . There 1s also an element ot 

aaoet1o1am wh!ch would tend to m1n1miae the doctrine of 

phye1oal healing. Thus whilst the gift of propheey 1e 

acknowl!d~~ . the other ohar11mata receive no ment1on: 

exorcism becomes the 1nju~ot1on to the poesesaed to ~depart 

from the angel of 1n1qu1ty". 3 The same atra1n 1a svt~ent 

1n the reference to baptism: the name or the son or God 

is the seal wh1ch brings eternal 11te . 4 

THE DIDAC:HE 

The Didache with ita pattern or th8 Two Ways 1s gentrally 

agreea5to precede and 1ntluence both the Ep1etle or Barnabas 

and t he 'Shepherd' of Hermas. Its preoiee dating 1s d1tt1oultl 

1ta acceptance ot the prophetic ministry po1nts e1ther to the 

sub- apostolic per1od , or to a perpetuation ot that ministry 
\h 

apart trom the main stream of development . ~ liturgy la 

not normat1ve6 t or ita period . Nevertheless 1t exerc1aed 

a oonetderable 1nfluenoe during the second oentury. The 

D1dache deals at som~ length with the gift or prophecy: 

but other ohat1smsta are not ment1on8d . Signs and wonders 

occur only as the functions or ''the world-deceiver as the 

Son or Goa"7 who appears at the ind • a reflection or 

1 . Ante- N1oene L1b. Vol . I . p . 320 • . 

2. x.. healing. p . 11. 

3. Oomm. 6 . cp. 2 . 

~ . S1.m . 9:16 . 

5. spe nee P. 87 . 

6. Maxwell, Outline . p . 9. 

7. op. 16. 



2 Theag . 2:9. Only once 1s •dunam1s' ascribe~ to God; 

th1s ooours 1n the ~uohar1et1o prayer . 1 

FAPIAfl 

Whereas Clement , Ignatius anCJ Polyoarp all wrote un~er 

the Sha~ow of severe persecut1nn, and Hermae and tho author 

of the Didache were eoncernec! la.rgely w1th ~th1oal 1natruot1on, 

P&ptaa waa able ae a h1atorlsn to take a broad view. Hie 
M~~---

WOrk, though only 1n fragMentary quotation, throws some 
" 11gbt on the Ohuroh'a &ttttu~e to mlracle and healing. 

iuaeb1us report h1m as tollowe: 2 ttit may also be worth 

while to sdd to the statements or Faplas already given, 

other paa1agea ot his 1n which he relates some miraculous 

de 6s, stating that he acquired the knowledge of them trom 

traditton •••• he ha~ r oe1ved a wonderful narrative from 

th daughters or Ph111p (the Apostle) . For he relates that 

a dead man was raised to 11fe 1n h1s day. He also mentions 

another miracle relating to Justua, aurnamed Barsabas, how 

he swallowed a deadly polson, a~ ~•ce1ved no harm , on 

aooount of the g~sce or the lord~ . (cr. the second-century 

ending to Mark, above , p. l9 ). Eueeb1us then considers 

other wr1t1ngs of Pap1ae wh1oh he oonstders or a fabulous 

naturea but a1noe th~ only one he quotes is embod1e~ in 

the Johann1ne tra~1t1on (w1th which Pap1aa was espeo1ally 

tam111ar) it does not ~ppear to throw doubt on Papias ' 

re11ab111ty as ~historian. 

The mention ot one miracle and one h8al1ng by Papiaa 

may be interpreted in two ways1 either they were the sole 

instances of taet- diaappeartng gifts, or they were outstanding 

instances of commonly used gifts: but the tone of the 

1. cp. 7. 

2. H1st . Eccl. 3. 39. 



narrative , relating thom to ~rad1t1on and apostolic times, 

indtcat~s that they were ~1sappear1ng. 

TBE CONSENSUS OF THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS 

During the persecutions between 80 - 130 A. D., empb.aa1a 

is lata 1n the way to btmorta.ltty through suffering. Hermaa 

and the D1iiaohe lay smphasia on the way to God througn right 

conauot . Mtraolee are generally ill-attested or refer to 

an earlier pertod, and h•aling 1s not at the roous or the 

Fathers' attention. Nev~rtheless therft ta a tendency to 

associate the sacramenta wtth b~tly and mental health. 

THE APOLOGISTS 

In ~ morft ph11osoPh1oal style than those of. the b1ehopa 

were the wr1t1nge of the Apolog1sta, who wrote between 130 -

160 A. D. and rorm the end or the first great surge or 

Christian writings. 

QUADRATUS 

Quadratus o. 130 A. D., testifies to m1raeles ot the 

gospe 1a1: ''our Saviour ' s works ••• were always pre sent: 

ror they were real, those who had been healed or their 

diseases, those who ha~ been raised rrom the dead ••• 

1ndee~. nor d1~ they remain only during the sojourn of the 

Saviour, but also a oona1derable time after h1s dtparture , 

and indeed some of th•m have survived even down to our own 

t1mes" . Th1e shows that m1rao).es Ftnd healing were still 

taken seriously - here b~1ng given as ev1~enoe against 

Doc t1sm - and indeed ~ueab1us2 reports that Quadratus 

himself possessed the charisma or prophecy. 

1. A:Pology. 

2. H.E. 3. ~. 



AR I ST It'IF: S 

Aristides laid h1s emphasis on immortality, and although 

he saya1 : ~Great and wondrous are the say1nga and deeds ot 

the Chr1st1ans'1 , he retains 1t ln the context of' death . 

TAT IAN 

Tatian has an important point to make concerning 

healing. Ha~t~ltkes the us@ or drugs, and appeals to h1a 

rea.d@re2 : "Yield to th& power of the Logos.'' 3tti ven 1t 

you be healed by drugs •• • y8t it behoves you to give 

testimony o:r the cure to God'' . His uno~rly1ng philosophy 

1s Gr~ek sp1r1t-me.tter dl1.altam, which doea not appf'ar· to 

have b~~n that or most contemporary Christians. 

JUST II'\ MARTYR 

Justin Martyr 1s a more prolific source than the other 

apologists. Ho twice writes o once.rn1ng exorcism: 1n both 

or whioh he emphasises that ~emons are subdued by th power 

or the Name or Jesus . ~. He olairns that. Christian men, 

elroro 1s1ng tn the Name5, 'thave healed and do hea.l, rendering 

helpleBs and dr1vtng the possessing devils out or the man, 

though they coulCI not be cured by all thA other exorcists, 

and those who used tncanta.t tons and drugs'' . He o latms 

rurther that charismata are given attll to thosft who 

become disciples in the Na~e of Christ - "one reoeivea the 

spirit or understanding, noth~r of counsel, another ot 

strength , another of hea11ng" . 6 He S$ems to include bodily 

healing as well as mental in the ohQr1sma: speaking ot 

c. 
1. Apol. 15 (Syrlae only) , 

Apostles , p. 95. 
quoted by Foster , After the 

2. To the Gret~tke , 18. 

3. ibid , 20. 

.1 . A pol. II , to the 58 nate , t.1 . 8. 

5. D1.a.l . Tryph .. 30, 76. 

6. Dial . Tryph. 39. 



1"our physician Christ ••• (who) regulates our tlesh ••• 

b it h t' 1 t i tl ..,. k t eeause poeeessea a ope o a& va on ••• aou epea a o 

Bapt lam as 11 the water of lU'e·• cleane1ng the body by the 
. 2 

cleansing of the soul. 

TH~ CONS~NSUS OF THE APOLOCHSTS 

11\..0\-

The apologists are ~unan1mouaz nevertheless they take 

the possibility or m1ra.o lea and healing aer1ously. Only 

Justin .artyr brinF,a out a rull ~ont8nt or the Church's . 

work, comparable wlth the aooounta or. the Acts of the 

Apostles . There 1a lees emphasis .on eurrering, and more 

on the advanta~a inherent · in the Ohr1attan faith . ~xoro1am 

1s at a high level or teohntquez other types or healing 

may be evidents o.nd the connection bfttween tht sacraments 

and bodily and mental health is maintained. 

A PERIOD OF SILli:iiCE, AND CELSUS 

Betwse~ 160 • 180 A. D., no wr1tings appeared ment1on1n3 

either m1raole or healing. This period was approximately 

the reign of tlaroue Aurelius, during which a severe and 

emp1re-w1de persecution ot Christians took place . Although 

Gnosticism was on the wane , th~ Marc1on1tes were troublesome 

until c . 170 A. . D., t.t.nd 1n the nex-t deoade3 Celeus launched 

h1s brilliant and vituperative attack upon th~ phD.oaophy 

and praottoes of Christians. He wrote fr.om a pagan milieu 

not very different from that deaor1hed by Plutarch a centu~y 

earl1er,4 where the influence or daemons was universally 

assumed to be responsible for human 1lls. He attributed 

the miracles of Jesus to certain tacult1es learnt in Egypt , 

and s&ys that ordinary quacks will do greater m1raoles 1n 

1. Fra~ent 10. 

2 • . Dial. Tryph. 1~ . 

3. Glover, p. 240. 

A. · 1b1d p . 101. 



the streets for money, "dr1v1ng devils out of men and 

blowing away d1seasea and c~111ng up the souls of heroes 

and d 1epl~y1ng sumptuous banquets that are not there•• • 1 

''Must WP count t,hem sons of Ood?'• he at'-ds . He chides 

Christians for their credulity, aocusing them of being 

entangled in magic 3nd the servioe or the body (for whiuh, 

with his contemporaries. he had no rega.rd) . Damons, he says 

can ~o no more than heal the body and foretell ruture d~st1ny 
.., 

to man- - llpply1nf5 that true religion shoutd have no parrt 

with these proceedings. 

Oelsus by h1s a.tttt,uds shows that he 1s not surprised 

to f'1nd healinP:e and m1rB."l~e 1n Ohr1et1an1ty; but h'5 ce.n 

find nothing unique 1n them, and they fall as low 1n h1s 
~'I. C. 

est1mst1on as ·~ he considers their pags.n equivalent . 

THE FIGHT AGA INS'r HERESY 

About 180 ~. u. the aecon6 wave or Christian writings 

began; many or them were now devoted to the refutation of 

here s1es. There was aomparat 1ve treed om trorn persaout ion 

1n the reign or Commodua, followed by sharp and emp1re- w1ds 

att~oks at the turn of the century under Septimus Stverua. 

There followed almost f1t't·y years or peaae; then the Deo 1an 

persecution, which was more severe than all before 1t. 

A1 though Gnost 1c 1sm was almost e:xt 1no t by the end or the 

aeoond century, the Montan1sts became a strong influence 

about that time. 

THEOFHIIUS 0~ ANTIOCH 

Writing to Autolycue c. 180 A.D. , Theoph11us ot Anttooh 

gives us this atr1k1ng statement: ••Hear f'1Jl4ther , 0 man, or 

1 . G!o~er , p. 251. 

?. . 1h1d , p. ~56 . 



the worK of resurrection going on in yo~rself ••• for perhaps 

you have sometimes fallen stek, and lost flesh , and strength, 

an~ beautyz but when you received again from Gotj mercy 9nd 

healing, you picked up aga1n •• • "1 He may here refer to the 

gift of healing, or healing 1n the ordinary course of events: 

but he recognises that both are the gift of God , and thinks 

of them as part or the resurrection ot the body. He 1s also 

aoqua1nte~ with exoroisma for in the same letter he writea: 

ttEven to this day the possesae~ are sometimes exorcised 1n 

the Name or the 11v1ng and true God; and these spirits of 

error themselves confess that they !lre demons ••• «~ 2 His 

aocount may not be very accurate, sino• he says that the 

~emons also confess to having inspired Homer , Heeio~. and 

other ancient poets and authors . 3 

IRENAEtJS 

Irenaeus, also wr1t1ng c . 180 A. D., furnishes soms 

valuable information. He firmly holds tho Hebrew doctrine 

or man, as a e1ngle organisation or aoul and flesh , rormad 

after the likeness of God . "The heretiosu, he writes, 

tt~ !sa-llow the salvation of God's workmanship, which the 

flesh truly 1e ••• -•A He extends this to h1e doctrint! or the 

resurrection of the flesh, brought about. by the Eucharist 

which announces the union of flesh and Spirit , and renders 

the flesh incorruptible . (or. Ignatius on the Eucharist 

as the med io ine or 1mmorta11ty). 

Elsewhere Irenaeue describes the current practice or 
the Church, and attacks the heretics because the1r praottoe 

is not equal. ''They can neither confer s:l.ght on the bl1~ . 

nor hearing on the aeat , nor chase away all aorta or demons ••• 

·1 . ::o Alltolycua 2. 13. 

2 . lbid, 2 . 8 . 

3. Froat . p. 101 N. 

4. A6v . Haer . 4, pret. 



nor can they cure thtJ ~:eak , cr the lama, or the paralytic •• • 

and so rar ara they from bslng able to ra1ae the dead, as 

the Lord ra1sed them, and the Apostles did by means or 
prayer, ~nd as has been frequently done 1n the brotherhood 

on account ot some necessity - the entire Church in that 

part1oular locality entraettng the booo w1th much r~sting 

and prayer, the spirit of the dead man has returned •• • 
\\ 1 

that they do not even believ• tb1s can »oazibly be done. 

He repeats these ola1ms later, saying, ''Those who are in 

truth His d1sc1pleo, reoeiv1ng grace from rUm, do 1n His 

Name perform miracles, eo as to proo1ote the welfare of other 

men. ••2 He insists that the ~tad have been raised up "ana 

remained among u-. for many years . '' The gifts are exerted 

day by day. The technique is ~by d1ract1ng prayera to 

the t.ord. *' 3 

The reputation or Irenaeus as a historian does not 

stand very high. !ieverthelesa, he can scarosly be m1sta1ten 

over events of hie own day: and even his most atartl1ng 

claims are supported by Tertull1an. 

CIEMKNT OF Ali XANDRIA 

Clement of Alex~tndr1a, wr1t1ng between o. 190- 210 A. D. , 

sustains the ourrent quest for 1mmortal1ty, yet adheres 

firmly to the unity of body ana soul • . ttTht ;;ord•• , he 

writes, ·"cares for the whol& nature of His orea.ture; the 

all-suff1o1ent Physician •• • heals both body ~nd soul"4 -

which are, he remarks eleewhere, the proper man. 

H~ ie aware of the redemptive value of autf&r1ng never­

theleae; "Though you die for your neighbour out of love ••• 

1. lbld 2. 31. 2. 

3. 1bld 2. 32. 5. 

~. Paed. 1. 2. 



you ~o oo <'hoos1ns des.th on ao <' ount of life, and surrar1ng 

for your own sake re.thor than h1s . '' 
1 

'l'ERTULLIAN 

Tertullian wrote o. 197 • 213 A. D., but aa a Monta~1st 

from 211 A. D. onward . Although h1s stoicism conceived ot 
~ 

the resurr8ction in terms ot ~ corpoteal soul-. he ls 

aware of the aeed or bodily healing. The saving of a 

.:11sembodiel' spirit ·t~ould be no saving of man, and deliverance 

would include the removal or painful diseases or the tleah 

and evils or the present life . ' Elsewhere he write: ·•our 

flesh He restores • •• when leprous, He cleanses it • •• ; 

when blind, He rekindles its light; when palsied , He 

renews 1ts strength; when poeeeese~ with ~evils, He exorcises 

it; when d~e.c', He re•an1matee 1t . \•4 That. these refer to 

curr$nt happenings 1n the Chu~ch, and not to Tertull1an's 

~neraliseo theory, 1a borne out by further passages2 

writing on ftxorc1sm, he points out that Roruan advocates 

a.ecus1ng Chr1at1ana had themselves relatives who he.d been 
·h 

ex-ore ised; he oalls Christ 1ans ti the noble lite or exoro 1s1ne. 

performing cures, and ''11v1ag to God . •.S He draws attention 

to the confirmation or Chr1at1an e%oro1sm by the demons 

themselves who conf~ss their nature . 6 H~ ~raws the 

d1at1not1on between the passage of the immortal soul and 

the revival or the human body in a Montantat work, saying: 

u ••• 1n all oases of' true- resurrec t ton, when the power ot 

Go~ recalls souls to the1r 'bodies, either 'by the a~enoy 

ot ~rophets, or or Christ , or of Apostles , a oompleto 

presumption is afforded us, by the solid , palpable, and 

aeoertat~ed reality (of the r sv1ved body) , that its true 

1. Strom. .d. 1 • 

2. Glowu• p. 345. 

3. A.dv . Marc • 1. 24. 

A. On the Flesh of Christ, 4. 

5. De Spot . 29. 

6. Anol. 2~. 26. 
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form must 1>e suoh as to compc.l one•s b6liaf' of the f r aud .. 
1 

ulence or every inc orporeal a.ppar'1tion or dead persons. •• 

Tertulltan makes no oonneotton betwasn the sacraments 

and boaily health. He 1s a bsl1ever 1n the prophetic 

m1n1stry almost exclusively, and has plainly seen it used 

to remarkable effect in his own time. 

O:l!GSN 

The only d~fin1te date in the lif'e of or1gen is hiB 

death c. 253 A. D. Most of his ~1r lt inga were from the p•riod 

202 * 249 A. D. when the Church was largoly free from 

persecution. H1s memories of the severe persecution under 

Septtm~r. Severus during hia boyhood ar~ ev1dent . ~hers 1a 

a subtle , wistful change of tone from Tertull1an ' s enthusiasm. 

Writing of exorcism, he says: 1'It is not by incantations 

that Christians soem to prevail, but by the Name or Jesus, 

acoompan1e<'1 by the announcement of the narratives which 

relate to Him; for the repetition of these has frequently 

been the means of ar1v1ng demons out or men, eapec ially 

when those who repeated them did so in a sound and 

believing spirit •• • there have been instances when it 

was etfectual when it waa pronounced even by bad men ••• "2 -

~Unseen powers ••• even at the present time •• • either fear 

the Name of Jesus ••• or reverentially accept H1m. •t3 • ••ao 

far are we from wishing to serve demons , that by the uae 

of prayer and othar means which we learn from Scripture , 

we drive thom out •• • ~•4 Speaking of cures more generally, 

he says: ''There are still preserved among Christians 

traces or that Holy Sp1r1t ••• they expel ov11 spirits and 

perrorm many cures, and foresee csrta1n events ••• ''5 • "The 

Namo or Jesus can otill remove distractions from the mtnde 

1. On the Soul, 57. 
. 2 . Ac . Contra Celgus . 1 . '6 • 

3. ibid . ~ 
./ . 36. 

. £1. 1b1d . 7 • 67. 
1: ·~·~ .. .46. 
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of m~n. :3~ '!xpel ,,~mtn:e.: ; 'lnd also takct a•fl->:tY ~.n.Rjll!a.at a ••• •• 1 

The Jews 11h~ve nc longer prophetP. nor m1raclt's, traces of 

wh1oh to e oon~1derahle extent are still found among 

Chr1st1anB • • • an~ these '~e ourselves have witnessed . .. 2 • 

and or Jeaus, tho.t ''Jown to thA p.t.~esent time, those whom 

God w 1lls are he a led by E 1~~ name.'' 3 

Cr1ge n 1e plainly certain of the rightness and eft1oaoy 

or Chr1st1an exore1sm and h$al1ng. In anawertng Calsua; 

he 1a able to say that these are carr1~d out ~even today~s 

which, while 1t pr-ovtde~ th~ •vtdence h r equ1ros. also 

1mp11~s that the aote ar8 ~1m1n1ah1ne ir. treque~y anO 

beoom1ng sensational. H~ edrntts that they can bs certi~d 

out with appa.r~nt auocese eYen by non•Chr1st1arts . 

~lthouzb h 8 spe~ka frequently or the work or Christ 

as t:'l8 secr1f'1oe and the Lam.b slain for our sins , Or1gen 

does not link the thought with bodily or mental wholeness 

through th$ $9 ora~enta . It 1s oot too muo~ to say that 

because his oonstruot1ve theology is lar~ely metaphyeiosl, 

his 1nter~st 1n healing and 'xoroism 1s eont1ned to their 

evident 1al value in h1s apologet 1e task. 

OYPRIAN 

Cyprian wrote at th~ ~nd of the lull ane during the 

pereecut tons under Dec ius and Valerian. His problems ot 

th~ lapsed. and the martyrs t:tre well known. They are reflected 

1n his writings, which ahow an emphasis on suffering as a 

means or redemption, and much or1t1o1sm or dlsoord in the 

church with consequent lack of spiritual power. He exhorts 

Christians to at~adfaatness under persecution becaus~ of 

the glory ot suffering in wb.ioh Christ Himself is engaged • 

1. 11:-id . 1.. 67 . 

2. i~1d . 2. 8 . 

3. ibid . 2. 3'3. 



by Whore ett:tf!rJ."!th th~y ~~~,.st. In t'aot , tht 1nawell1ng 
1 Sp1rtt gtv~F) ~pow"'r ••• tor the hsa1 tng of the a1ck. 1

' 

He enlR.rg~s on the penalties which the lapsea incur • 1'How 

many are shaken even·to unsoundness of' mlnd and id1ocy ••• n2 

whereas tha true sol~1~ra or Christ do not fear death. 

He refers to an or~er of &xoro1sta , regulartaed ana 
'% 

approved by the Ohuroh..J, wh1eh nev-etttheleea could not always 

rulf11 1ts runot1on. A false prophetess was exorcised only 

by a ma.n ''a'Pproved an~ alway~ of gO~ eoHveroatton in respect 

or rel1~1ous d1ac1pl1nett3 d~ap1t$ the efforts of 1•very many 
re. 3 brethMfn. ,, He pointed out that 1n prayer there were dissonant 

vo1oes and wills: an~ that since there had been 1nautt1o1tnt 

pr.~va111ng power or prayar to strengthen those who 1n fact 

lapsed before pereecut ion, it could not be considered 

eutf1oient to heal the e1ok and to raise the dead . He accused 

Chr 1st inns of laxity, o ovetoueneas, lack or me roy and d-1s• 

c1p11ne, 1nter.roarr1age with the heathen4 • and or1t1cised 

bishops ro~ undertaking tr-ade and foreign travel . So far 

did the Chureh fall below 1t8 true oal11ng. 

In spite of this; Oypr1an was ho~etul ~ th1ea "th• 

wicked sp1r1t s" , he eays. ••cannot remain any longer 1n the 

body cr a mAn in whom, baptised ana sanctified , the tioly 
~ 

Sp1r1t 1e beginning to dwell . n:> In fact 1t; was h1s own 

exper1en.ce ''that those who are baptised by urgent necessity 

7.n s1eknese, and obtain grace, are tree rrom the unclean 

sp1r1t· ••• and some or those baptised in health, 11" sub• 

eequently they neg1r. to e1"• are shaken by the return or 

the unclean sp1r1t ••• ''6 He seems to imply that the practice 

1. Epistle . 1. 5. 

2 . De Lapsi . 21. 26. 

3. Eptetle . 7.1 . 10. 

~ . 1)& 111!,191. 6. 

s. ~p. 75. 15. 

6 . Ep. 75. 16. 
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d~ ~c·r tbe-d by tb~ 7th Counc 11 of Ca.rLhaga in 256 A. D. 

THE TRENDS FRor..: THEOFH!LUB TO CYPRIAN 

healing and axorctam about ths turn of the second c~otury, 

co inc id tng with fairly long per 1oc s of ~ev'!ro per seC! llt 1on 

and the r1ae of ?.fontsn1am. They tell 1nto 1nores.s1ng 

~ tause during the t 1mes of Or1gen, and Cypr.1an vir-tually 

a~mits their failure ~~~ptte the1r theological validity. 

The oonneot1on bet\'leen the s~n.raments and physical wholeness 

1a ma1ntatned, at least in th$ory: and there 1s a tendency 

to allocate particular funot1one, e . g. exorcism, to particular 

ott1c1als !n Cyprian ' s time, which in Irenaeus' day were 

o~rr1~d out by a con~regat1on ~a a whole . This ie consonant 

with th8 general developnent or the Church as an institution. 

FAVOUR 

'From 260 A.D. uottl 303 A.D. a f'urth~r period or quiet 

ga.ve the church opportunity ~o consolidate her poa1t1on. 
U..Y'" 

During the reign of A.FVe!1an, there cs.m.o , for the first 

t1me tn her history, a o~rta1n amount of' official support 

trom the government. 

REVERSAL ' f\.RNOE!US 

D1oclet1an feare~ thst Cbr1atian1ty was the cause or 
the rot of' the retnp1re. He wat~ ur~d 1nto action by Galor1ua, 

who o ore 1ally hnted the Ohr1st tans, n~ the years 303 • 305 

saw a atee~y bu1ld1ng up of peretcutton on an empire-wide 

scale, wh1oh continued wtth little rem1ss1on until 311 A. D. 
~\u.S 

Arnotea1e, wr1t1ng 6ur1ng th1s period, defends hie faith 

on the grounoe of healing and exorcism • but w1th an appeal 

to the p.~at! "How many thousands of infirm peraons Oo you 



\dsh t.~ b~ shown tc you l'ty uA • •• Ohr1et assisted th& good 

n nil tht! bs~ alike'' r • • • and how Ohr1at permitted others to 

Fttte'!!'pt m1re.f'ulous c"ee~e tn H~.s nnme. 1 

OONSTANT I}.'E AND COMFOE\T 

The g~ePs~ton of Con~tantina 1n 313 A. D. be~an the 

n.r.oceEHJ of th~ chltrch ' t e tP.hliehment. "It t~as rich and 

nroeperou~'', wrttes as.r.r1ns;to~2 , ''with imposing 'build 1n~s, 

dt~n1f'1,:f1 o~r"'1o~a. and wnrldly Pl'el~t s . '' 

Th19 closes o<.lr mo.fG f1eta1tod study o:t' tho Fathol's . 

The use of he~lin~ a.rt3 e.xorot1m was not d1scoottn·ued; but 

1t n~ver a~eio aeh1~~ed the same uniformly successful r-esulta 

'4h1ch \'lere ftppe.rent ~t periods 1ut"1ng the t1r:Jt two Christian 

c~nturtss. tactantius, w.r1t1ng in 315 A.D., upholds the 

power of Ohriattqna oter the demons with tha s1g~1f1oao~ 

oua11t'1e 11.t ion& •• • as long as the.re 1s peaoe among the 

people of G.oo •t. 

1. Adv. G;entes. 1. 49. 1. 

2 . Tne Early Xt~ Ohuroh. II. p . ~75 . 
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!='RC !,{ ~'IHCIENESS TO SCHISM . 

Set t ing out some suggested reasons for the variab111ty 

of tr.e a.nte - "ace ne Churct. • s at t 1 tude t o hoaling a od e.xorc 1sm. 



F R 0 M W R 0 t. E N E ~ S T 0 SCHIS M 

The preced1ne ehapter has ahown us the pattern of the 

early Church 's attitude toward healing and exorcism. It is 

no~ our task to suggest some reasons for this pattern. 

THE PATTERN OF GROWTH 

OF A NEW ffiOfHETIC 1-WVEMF.NT 

It 1e characteristic or almost every new prophetic move­

ment (e. g. 1-1ohammedan1sm, Communism) that it begins with a 

sharply-concentrated idea of its mission, which is reinforced 

by its 1n1t1al successes and hardened by oppos1t1on from 

without . The result is a.n almost explosive expansion whose 

speed is inversely proportional to the numerical size or the 

movement . As the numbers F~ow larger, the idea of mission 

becomes less sharply defined and frequently merges into 
<;~ 

syncreti~ with the ideas it seeks to displace. Especially 

is this true when the movement has originated in one man: 

with the rounaer ' s death the movement frequently undergoes a 

sudden inner change of emphas1s or direction, which obscures 

the original purpose of mission and substitutes a new and 

usually 1nferior purpose. The movement frequently persists 

1n its syncre t 1st ic form long after the o.r 1gina.l purpose and 

momentum has d1~d out, since it now forme part of established 

society and ma y ev~n serve a useful , although not prophetic , 

purpose. 

THE PATTERN I N THE OLD TESTAMENT 

!t may be objected that the Church is unique among 

prophetic movements , and cannot be subject to such decay of 

purpose. But if we consider the Messianic society ot Israel, 

which was the forerunner of the Messiah, just as the New Israel 



followed after Him, then the process of decay is evident . 

What 1a unique 1e the resurgence of prophecy. For the wor­

shippers of Yahweh were subject, a.s oth~r worshippers were 

not, to a remarkable inner power of self-criticism. Fall 

away from Yahweh as they would, they could not escape the 

1dea or H1e holiness. Not only was 1t part of their tradition; 

His holiness was a presence, a glory, a concrete reality which 

could be felt . Isaiah went to the Temple: he was not, like 

Lueret1us, 1 merely impressed by 1ts numen. He saw the Lord. 

The Holy One laid His hand aga1n on Israel; when she worshipped , 

she was strong, and when she turned away, weak. The Book of 

Judges records the s:a=e process with a cyol1o regularity. 

THE PATTERN I N THE NEW TESTAMENT AND TH"E AFOSTOL IC FATHERS 

The New Israel , the Church, was subject to the same pattern 

of movement. The 1n1tial sharply-concentrated 1dea of mission 

was shown 1n the New Testament to be Messianic . The initial 

succeeaee were such that several thousand people were recor~ed 
2 as converted on one day. The opposition from without was 

consistent, thoUFft not continuous: beginning in Jerusalem, 

following Paul 1n his journeys, striking in the reign of Nero 
.,.. 

at ~ vital centre of Christianity in Rome, and by degrees 

spreading during the next hundred years to every part of the 

Empire. All these factors assisted the explosive force or 

expansion. And with 1nereae1ng expana1on the idea of 

Mess1an1c mission d1m1n1ehed. The danger of syncretism was 

apparent 1n the rise of Gnosticism, and the substitution of 

immortality for Life in the Kingdom as the goal of Christian 

endeavour. 

1. Glover, p. 27. 

2. Ac t e 2 : A 1. 



THE REVERSAl OF THE PATTERN 

It is a remarkable tact that the Ohuroh retrieved hersel f 

from this position. Gnosticism dec lined . There was a sharp 

movement for the purification or theology from philosophy, 

notable 1n Tertullian. A new prophetic drive was apparent , 

and was even taken to extremes 1n P.hryg1an1sm. The death of 

the Founder may have meant that, a.s Campbell Moody seeks t.o 

show, 1 His purpose was m1sunderstooa, not so muoh by H1a 

apostles as by those immediately f ollowing them. But the end 

of the second century saw a revival of His purpose after two 

decades of persecution under Marcus Aurelius. It was Short­

lived , dying away 1n the lifetime of Or1gen and Cyprian. 

THE POrmR BEHIND THE REVERSAL 

The retrieval of the Church from a Gnostic syncretion 

f ollows the pattern or the older Israel's retrieval. Although 

the fire or prophecy died down, the sacramental link with the 

Founder was preserved . He was inescapable still in His 

holiness, and it was to Him that the Ohuroh owed her continued 

power of rege nera.t ion. 

REPET ITION OF THE DECAY 

Although the Church waa giv~n this power of regeneration, 

the power was erteotive onl y ae she accept ed 1t . It was well 

known to men on their kne&e on the night of their arrests but 

a prolonged period f r ee fr om persecution lett men ' s consciences 

dulled and the vis ion or the Church., as she shoul~ be , d 1mmed . 

There were no major persecutions between 202 A. D. - 249 A.D.: 

and it seems likely, oons1der1ng Cyprian ' s comments, that 

when persecution came the power or regeneration was sought 

by some who became martyrs , but rejected by others 1n 

alarming numbers, who became the lapsed . This had not 

1. The Mind of the early Converts. 
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oocurr~d before on a significant sca1~, as far as wo know, 

A.lthou£>}1 re ge'nel"at ion took place 1n the Church at nume roue 

subsequent periods of her history, th~ decay during the t1me 

of Oypr1a.n seems to have been a. turning point 1n her w1111ng• 

ness and ab111ty to exercise as a whole Church the gifts of 

healing and exorcism. The 1nst1tut1ons for continuing theaa 

runotions have remained, as we shall see, to the present day: 

but they exist a.s institutions, within the Church) rather than 

bear the whole Church at work through them. Evelyn Frost, 

in aeektng reasons for the change or attitude 1n the third 

century, snyas "The years of peace prior to thtt Decinn 

~rsecutton had been years tn which the Church bad become 

weak~ne~; no lon~r was there that united solidarity 1n the 

race or the pae:nn wor1d, but differences of opinion, division, 

and moral laxity had crept 1n, thereby weakening the power of 

the Church. Cyprian, acutely alive to thla, aaya that had the 

Church not fallen into d1v1s1on and sin, pera$cut1on would not 

have arisen. or if tt had arisen, it would at once have ended 

through the power- of the witness of the Church and her pre-

va 111n~ pow~r of prayer, preye 111 ng beoa use u..n1t~d ,, • 1 She 

oontinuee : uFrom the time of Cyprian onward the Church 1s 

involved 1n controverrey; the problems or d1ac1pl1ne and 

order and or ~heolog1cal definition land the Church 1n a battl•• 

f1ald; the first freshn~ss or the Sp1r1t .. filled life of the 
e 

prevtou~ centuria has passed away • •• • no longer 1s there ,.. 
the sam., degree of power 1n prayer •••• although never has the 

power of healing the sick by prayer and sacrament been completely 

lost''. 2 She seems here to exaggerate the unity before Cypr tan 

ana disunity after him to prove her point. (despite her 

extensive research 1nto the Fathers): but t he difference 

between the hro e~as was sufficient to account for the aeo11ne 

1. op. ott. p. 68. 

2.. Frost op, o 1 t. p. 69. 



in ohar1amatic healing and exorcism as a function or the 

praying Church after Cyprian's time. 

INFLUENCES AT WORK ~iiTH !~ THE GENE.dl~oL PATTERN 

i 0 l 

In addition to the cyclic pattern o'f decay and regene ration, 

there were at various periods within the first three centuries, 

other factors influencing the Church's attitude to charismatic 

healing and exorcism. 

THE Dfl~DIACY OF THE END 

In the very early Apostolic period, when the End was con­

sider8d imminent, the glorious transformation of those who 

would be snatched up into the a1r with Christ possibly over­

shadowed for some the necessity of immediate bodily healing. 

Paul, writing to the Thessalonians, looked forward to it 

unashamedly. 1 It could be sa1d of h1m that he undertook 

suff~r1ng and hardship for the sake of others, as his Lord had 

done, and sought for himself no healing. Yet it ia doubtful 

whether our J ord ever intended His healing to be applied to 

vicarious eu'f'ft!r1ng, which was the result of living willingly 

open to the corrupted environm&nt or this world, and not or 
separation from God. 

THE Ii~PACT OF r~A.:.~TYRDO].t 

Clement, Polycarp, Ignatius, and to a lesser extent Hermas, 

all see in martyrdom the honourable path of suffering. It was 

generally agreed among the sarly bishops that whilst Christians 

ought to d1e for the sake or their fa1th, no one ought to g1ve 

himself up deliberately to the authorities. In this they 

showed a. proper ret lee nee, for they reo ogn1sed the powerf'ul 

attraction that notoriety held for some . They also showed that 

martyr~om should properly be v1oar1ous, and not a path of merit: 

although Ignatius oversteps th1s when he speaks of Hat ta1n1ng'' . 

1. 1 Thess. 4 ; 13 - 18. 
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to God by the path of suffering. He may have intended to 

say oo more than that he would , at death, at last p1erce 

lo? .... 

the veil that kept h1m from ths splendid Freeence: but his 

words would then be misconstrued, and have frequently been 

s1noe, 1nto a doctrine of salvation by meritorious suffering, 

which 1a a negation or the Church's mission of healing. 

TH~ F03TPONm4ENT OF SALVATION 

\ofi th the gradual shift or emphasis from the Hebrew idea 

ot the Kingdom of God to the Greek hope of immortality of the 

soul , salvation became assoc iated more with the next world 

and leas with this world . There were strong efforts within 

the early Church to correct thia drift, together with the 

aoctr!ne or human nature which it implied: this effort is 

revealed even 1n the writings of Ignatius . Ar1st1des, how• 

ever, typically relates his message to immortality. \l'herever 

this was taken to e:x-tre-mee , as in the Gnostic myths, the 

tendency was to ignore the ills of the body, or even (as in 

the Oph1te sect) to misuse the body, since it was held to have 

effect upon 1~mortal life. 

A later sign of the same tendency was the postponement 

of baptism to the hour of death, '~hich was certainly prevalent 

before the time of r.yprian . Although its p~incipal cause was 

the strictness with t-rh1ch I'hrygian1am conder.med apostasy after 

bapti$P, which led to undue caution 1n receiving baptism, the 

over- emphasis upon 1mmo~tality 1a ag~in apparent. 

It is clear that such an unbalanced emphasis would reduoe 

the value or bodily healing 1n the eyes of the Church. 

THE TENDENCY TO ASCETICISM 

A similar effect 1s noticeable 1n the tendency to 

ascet1cism. 1 Spr1ng1ng frequently from a revulsion against 

1. cr. Carrington, P. , op. cit . p. 35. 



popular 1mmorXality, aacettci~ 1mo~t1fiad th~ flea~' in ~ 

deliberate attempt to use suffering as a means of merit. 

It frequently took the forr:1 of auppressio.'l of the sax 1n3t1ncta 

in a life of iaol~ted celibacy: but 1t 1s pl~in from tha 

deacrtption of the visionary temptations of the desert her-m1ta 

that the suppress ion was an unhealthy one_ and rarely became 

a healthy subllmat ion. ilhen such men were accounted holy. 

however. bodily and mental health represented only the 

second be at. 

'£HE SI~ IFT OF POl'ULAR m.iFHASIS 

It ,.,a a pointed 011t in the praced ing chapter that !.n the 

New Testament m1.rac1Ps and hoaling ha.d anthentica.ting value 

only t :r they w• re c- ouplvd l'l1 th the preach tng of the keryrgna, 

::~.nd, in oms Lort1 ' s d s.y, were s izns on1y to those who accepted 

Him as thetr Maste.r througp His tGaching. Although it doss 

not appear thnt m1rac-1~s ana healing 1n the later church were 

ever 1n rant sepnrated from the preaching of the kerygma, the 

connection was not mn0e explicit in later theoloeical writing, 

and dtsanpearen p!to~tther in the more popular work3 of the 

New Tastn.ment Apocr.yphn. It has a.l.rea.oy been pointed out 

that by the second cP-ntury, a"liocryphal accounts of miracles 

were being usei~ ae 1nd~pendent proof of the· doctrines the 

narrator souP.ht to promulgate: and the later apocryphal 

works exaggerate the importance of w1rctc las so greatly that 

they ce~se to have importance as sign~ and appear only as 

wonders. 

It 1s true that informed th.eolog1cal thought through 

the O.~nd and C.3rd retained its grasp of the true purpose 

of m1raolea and healing: but since healing in particular 

was an aet of the whole Church, the po~ular attitude at a 

combined act of intercession would prevail .. '''l'his aay we 

are about to see wonderful things", an attitude which finds 



1ta olose par.a11el 1n contemporary m~n9 evange l ism, making 

of healing an end and a spectacle 1nstead of a. s1gn and a 

gra.e ious means~ and so fatnl to both the ker:re;matic and the 

compassionate purposes or the act. 

Stn1MA.RY 

We may now summarise the reasons suggested for the 

decline of the ante-Nicene Church's fulfilment of her 
wo..\ 

healing mtsston. There ~a variety of over- emphases at 

i O if' 

work - of the immediacy or the ~nd , of the merit of sutrer1ng, 

of the importance or the life to come c oQpared with the present 

life, of the- inhe X'fll nt evil of the body as mat tar, ana of the 

use of tr,.re.ole e ane healtng as irrefragable proof . These 

were all contributory eausea, but were all set \'11th1n, acd 

some ware symptoms of , the Cht~ch's movement from wholeness 

to schism which in Cyprian's day marked the turn1ng- po1nt 

of her attitude to her healing mission. 



Cut 1 i~l:1f~ the rosi_ ... ~~tco t')(? lihurch . '3 a":.t ituiJP t0 hea.ling 

ana exorctw~,. L'3 t.ran~1:.ton i11to the mef.:tn.eV'11 :1t.rH.uae, 

3.t1C thu 3por~-1to rrv1·ra" of ~l.l. ?.C Ch"J.!"i::n'1t1(' zi?t:.: at all 

a:_:r.· s of t, 'E' ~~hl.i.'Ct • J :11 r-t~ o.'-y. 

Set t tn[': out algo a. brtf'f survt"y of the c ont~mporary 

a.ttituae ';o Chr1at1an r..eal~.~f!• and show1nc that the mo~ern 

qUest f"or h~nl ing B'l1.0U1~ 1)6 "1)8.fi9 f!na.lly l:l qUPSt for Whole• 

ness, the free gtft of Goa ·~hro11gh the ever- present Ghr ist: 

and 1nqutring into t,he use or intercessory prayer in \"10I'ah1p. 

and the necessity for the re - 1ntee;rat1on of the lihurch 's 

Mess1an1o task. 

lOS 
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We cow suggest that healing and exorcism are manwfe6t• 

at lone of t.he Church • a ach1tlv~ment in htu• Mess tan 1o taak 

of making m n whol~. I"!" this 1s so, then t hen: should be 

a distinct histor ic ql ~orrel~t1on b8twe~n the occ~rrenoQ 

of h•~ltng &nd !! xo.rc 13m, ~nd tho rnnGli/Ol of .•tess1an1o 

purpo'i.s 1n the Clt,J..rch. The corrc l~t.ton :ts plain 1n cur 

Iord'e commt~a1on to H1a Church nn~ in her !nrl1Gat 

~"ntury. 

THE .POST-NIO"'=NE CHTRCH' S ATTITUDE TO H~.\! .tNG ~NT) EX~RC ISH 

~~he poRt•N!cene Chu.rch w'ls torn by Art.litnlem . The 

conflict wad r~t only a doctrinal one: thBro were uneor-

currents or ecoJeqi~!ttcal ~o11t1~3 wh\ch showed that a 

etrut:!~1e for authority wa~ couourrant w1th that for rtgb.t, 

6ootr1ne. Thus while missionary ef'.t'ort cont i nued ~.tpon the 

boundar1ea of the ~mp1re, th8 eatnbli~~ed ohurch became 

engage~ pr1nc ipally 1n establ1~h1ng 1t s 1nterna.l craar ana 

doctrine. Mattera were reduced to ¥rrtt1ng and bound hy 

csnon l~ws which n&ed not hqv~ be~n bound had th~ra been 

no •nmlty within the Church. Th~ order of ~Yorc1sta whloh 

evidently e:r.t~t~d in Cyprian • ~ time wa.a ret:1ined: tho pow•r 

to heal beo ame ~r~o,dually VE a tee 1n th., ntehop alc>ne, and the 

occasion of healing was prior to baptism alone . Always, 1n 

theory, the prayer~ or the congresat ton supported the Bishop 

ana the exora1ete: 1n praot:toe, tt oust have been so 

oompsrattvely rarely. Sometimes the oacaa1on or healing 

was not b~.rpt1em , but made uae ot a permanent ''sacrament'' 

/06 



Anothar 1nctdent roported by St . ~mbross2 ts of the 

healing or two b11nu m~n through thl! touohing of th~ bord•r 

of the garments of two m&rtyra dieoover.ed benaat h t he pavtment 

of' a church . A.bou.t. the · same t tme St . Augustine speaks or 
miracles ot healing; .. And for m1rao1fs there ar-e eome 

wrought as ye t , p~rtly by the eaor~•nte, partly by the 

eommemoratlons am~ praytr a o.f th~ saints , blAt th~y are not so 

f amous or s o glortoue ?- S the nthe .r (referr1ne; t o the mt.raolas 

or "Jcr1pture) •• • whe n t hey (ths • .. r1tn!!S.S~"s ) rolate them to 

oth!r 2 they arA not be116Vt?C: ao .fuJ1.y ••• "3 At th~ ~!"'d or the 

fourth fl~nt:1ry, St . Je !'01llt; OflY~ t~~t c tl Wl'~ 1C h h~s beft n 

bleseed ts en tnfqlJ tbl& oure for snaksb1te . 4 It ts also 

worth quoting the seventeenth Canon or H1ppolytue which 

containa this prayGr t o b6 aa td At 8 bishop's ordination; 

ttorant hittl t 0 Lord~ t o looaG all bonds ot th' 1n1ou1ty of 

demons, the powe r- to heal all disea ses, and q\ · 1c~t 1y to beo.t 

aown 3a tqn under h1e reet . ~s Fxom the a• scattered 1t~ms or 

1nt'ormat 1on of the fourth OCi1tUi'y W! ma;y ga,ther th!'t St . 

Augustine wGs aware ot the need ror the Church ao a body 

to A.Ct 1n prs.yer , and Hippolytus of the tf.spone1b111ty of 

the Bishop: the rema ining reports show the s1Bnific aooe 

bt!g1nntng to att~.ch to the 1a.oramenta1 s;ymbol 1n 1tsel1 -

whethl!r otl or relic . Cpta tus -:>:f ~'ilevi writes of tfie 

repr~of a~m1n1atersd to one tuctlla in Carthage f or kissing 

a :relto 'bfl:f'or·e i~ucharist: and \tiea.therhe:ld thinks tha t the 

use of re 11c e was ~~ nsre.l at this time . 

1. Keatherhead, op. o 1.t . , p. 85. 

2. Ctty or ao~ Bk. 18 ~p. 8 quote~ by weatherhaad op. e1t . p.as. 
3. ibid . p . 85. 

1\. 1b1Cl . p . 85. 

5. C.G. Dawson, HeaJ1og, Fagan ana Ohr1st1an, p. 147. quoted 

by Weatherhead. 



Neverthel~ss t he orr1cial f orm of t he eao r~ent of 

sno1nt1ng with o11 remai ned . Although Extr~me Unction 
1 was promul~ataa by Thoodulph of Orleans (c. 800 A. D. ) &a 

a rite f or the dying, it was origi nally, ~s 6abrol points 

out2 , t'the anointing of the etck, the ob j ec t of which 1a 

to our@ both soul a nd body: 1t oan be rsceived mora than 

once tn a llfetima. It is want of faith which wakes C~oma.n) 

Catholics put off recoivi.1g it until all ho;e of recovery 

is past ••• 1 The r itG o ontn.i n9d alsc the lay ing-ot" of hn.nd a . 

Although Cabral speaks of hsa.lin~ .. as ita propor purpoa.;; , 

thete Wt)r\t len~ par1o.:'s o.f th~ Ch·...ll'ot' a history \jl.tt;H1 the 

teachicg of tho Counctl of Trant wo~ld apply: that unot1on 

blota out sins, if a.ny remain to ·ba sxpiated, and strengthens 

the soul of the pat1eot "to bear more easily the troublea and 

suffer·1oga of disease ••• and sometimes when it ie e::xpad1ant 

for the soul's a alva t !on, r~ c o11er 3 ·ood ily hea.lt!l. '' 3 

Cabrol writes of th~ order of ~xoroisto: • • • a book 

was given to them containing formulas or exo.rc ism; th1e 

book no longer exists as a separatt liturgical work, but • • • 
many o~;.remonies still contain exorc ie:ns; 1n the .Pontltioal 

and the M1s sal there aro e~oroi~us for th~ dadtcation or 
churches, for the blessing or bells and of tl1e holy olls, 

and in ge ner al :or the blessing of any mater tal thing • • •• 

Not to apeak of the exorcisms tor baptism , ••• thore 1s a 

complet~ ceremonial for txorc1e1ng Jl!moniaos • • •• ''A A 

churchman of the t'ourth n e nt v.ry wou1Ci have been amaze-d o.t 

the variety or exorcisms require~ of the or0er . Althougn 

~xorc1~~ prior to baptism was then c ustomary, ita ma1n uae 

1. 1b1d . p . 93. 

2. Caorol, p . ~74 . 

3. Weathe~head , p . 92. 

4. Oabrol , p. 24,. 
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W8atht~trhe~d po1nts out, ~ter~ MOC\ro11'1~ 1norEt a1ngly t.ho1e 

of' p~tgnn exnrC"i~tst not. 1Jtl'l"l:.::~po 1.n their teohniqu&, 

tth tch reJ'I1JA1nflld th$1t o.f. the antA-Nio~ne church, 1 but Cle rt!l1ttlJ 

•t? 0!' b8 they ORteoh'r..W1ene,. • AS.1d t.he four t h Oouno t 1. nf 

Carthas;e. Th" Ad jur.ttt 1ott!l Uflttd !.n their early torm o P llsd 

upon t!lt' namtS 0:f Chr1ett blJ.t Ca.bl"ol quotfta a dtstttch of 

Fortunatus (c. 6vO) whioh aeea more power 1n the symbol of 

t.he C.t1 0BS • ·'cru:x mih1 certa aalua, crux est quam semper 

ad oro • • • n3 lf this adopt. ion of pagacJ methods took plACO 

to the a:xte nt which weatherhead impl1e a, it 1a the more 

remarkable thai;, the n.M 1ent Roman rite should hn'le reatoreo 

the pr1m1tiv~ invoc~tion. Neverth~less the offico Df 

exorcist fell into 1nc~aa1ng disrepute. Jea.n Wier, a 

pupil ()f ao.rn~l:tue A.griupa , writing .from Geneva. in 1579, 

apoke of '' • • certain men, who are f'oollah, t'oolhardy, (4nc1 

audacious, who call themselves men or the Church, but are 

ultra- worldly •••• and when they are called in to hf!al 

those who ar~ thou~ht to be bew1tched or demoniac, by their 

a.ooustomed exorcisms •• • they seek to cure the d 1seaae and 

cast out the Devil , who sometimes does retire of hta owa 

free will ••• and takes aport thus to estabJ.ish and confirm 

1mp1ety ••• •t£1 ivan mailing due allowance tor d1atri-::>e , there 

appear~wo important faotas the office of exorcist was still 

widely neld, and the practice of exorol.!!m at111 occasionally 

auooeeeful. ~~ier'a pronouncement falls at the c lose of the 

Middle Agfta , when ''thousands or sick or t1m1d peopls 

believed themselves to be poaa@ase(5 by oev1ls~t' says Du:ttant , 

who goes on to remark, ••·rbe pray-. r a. formulas , ana ceremonies 

1. ae~ Frost, p. 61. 

2. Cabt~l, p . 283. 

3. 1bld ~. 242 • 
• r-

4. W1gr , H1stoMes, (11sputee et ~1soours . Bk. V, . quote~ by 

Gar~ on and V1nohon, ' The Devil •, p . 153. 
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ot exoro1sm used by tht Churoh may have been 1ntended aa 

psycholog1cal med 1n 1ne to c alm super at it 1on. ,,l Although 

Durant 1s wrong tf he suppooes the 1ntent1on of genuine 
,., 

exorcism to be lacking, thsro ls ampl e ev1aencec that. the 

avera~e mediaeval Pl:11cst , 1! doubtful about the dl~$tW~1s 

of a mental 11lnc t=;s , \iOul<'l treat tt an dsrn.onlo poss'i ssion. 

Tha medical proro~s1on w~re mora careful in their atssnos ia, 

but we.::'~ litt le favoureu and frequ ntly suppreaoed 'by the 

conscqu~nt f.requan~ fsilu.r . cf' (;>:orc1!'h • led to tJ1,r e:J~~b-

i l lnc:;n, and tl'e St"rtltn:: ' r,o nfp ~ ·~tD!"'8' of \.he tlcr?~l~d) 

fr~quePtly r~nvertPe thf ohArg~ R~a1n:t thA~ to aorccry.3 

!n t he A1Jbgequeot revolt a~a1nst ln<r.l1.e1t1on, ex.:>rai "m also 

fe 11 out or ge ne ra.l usl!, ant1 t oa ay ia to ·o~ round as an 

official function only within thn AOman church: a l though 

it 1 in ooca.atons-1 ustl outJ1o~ thot coturr.u·1ton. 

During ti::a J' icdle Acee tharc \'1(Jra continual r.,st.tr;!Goo~s 

of' chPr 1sma t 1o g1.tt a. us-:Jally amo·ig the re 1 i!!1ous • bu.t. often 

not wtthtn tl:le ordar approprl ·~tl! to t1l.e1r e:xaratae. Juol1 

vnr1ouG ActP ~·anctorur.t . ':ut 1n tho popi.tl.u c ;timat1or th•s• 

ohpr1s:nst"' w~rs above ~11 tte :rarks of 8. holy ma~i; tht! 

r~sult wns a se~t~e; of 'pr;rso nel1ty cults ' csntrcd npon 

such figures a.s Cath<!r1ne o: Sifina. or· Gerocld, Flehop of 

Boye ux, who by prP.ye r cured that o it] of dyae nt~y . 4 Con-
"' 

eequently nny unusual el~menta 1n tha live£ or those ea!nts 

1. Durant, 'rhe Atra or Faith' • p . 986. 

2. Gvr~on ~nd Vinohon. op. ott . p. 8o. 

3.. tr-ici. r. 1~1 . 

4. Dvrsnt , p. 986. 
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tm~gtnat1on, but even more by the l~gend•oplnn1ng preaohins 

of fr1~ra ~.rtd nonlta. If w~ e·K"atrttno theae happenings toou.y • 

• .,e not.ics tn'!lr frl!l'qUGtJt cur·ious resemblance (u . g . the 

~f'p-J'lt..,~ elnv1tions of St . 'Chereaa1 o.r the ne.lls in the 

ftesh of the nle-sst!d Chrlsttaa V"Ol'l :}torl11neln1) to what we 

ttt!'ln ~olts rgl) 1st phf'.l noma na. 'fhe or lgtnal ahar tsibi3t io 

s1~n1t'1canoe was obij<nlr'Jd. l~ add 1.t ion, the relic a ancJ 

tomb a o·~ these aalnt a ne.re a a ;Joe 1:l.tl!d 1 po .aslbly s~ nalns ly 1 

but ce f talrlly 1n popular llllaglrJa.t.lcn, w 1 tn :Jia. ilar ..ai..:nc.t~r.u.tl 
\ 

ol.l curt e noes ( & • g. htali ~l:; at t.h~ ·tc·\_nl• of ·fhJ:r, ·1s a ::c ck'! t): 

ana Li.'le 'm1rac~G t w-as llnksd !'ir.:~t ;;.r all \tll~!: ti:c hcli..uf!sa 

of tha saint , an6 a£con~Lr1ly ~it~ t~c power of Jo~ . !h1a 

ault r~1tains ""1th1n the .:~on;ar~ ctw.rcb, 1.r.o is probablr the 

~reatest s1ne:.J.e h1neranoe to the intelligent acceptE~.nc~ of 

ohar1amst;Lc heaJ1n~~ and of m1raoles aa a gift troro Cio~ 

alone, thAt e~1sta to~ay. 

THE DEFJ.J;C'r rot OP THF. HED;}IU!IC TA~K IN 'fl!E !.A.!F.:R CH r.:'RCH 

Prom this very '!').r 1ef Sl.l!'VO y of the practice of ~ho 

latel" Churoh it is o lEHJt- that whilo tha Church re :aiaed t he 

1nat1tut1ons nacess·.:ir.v ~or onrry:tng 01~t the henaiaulc task 

as 1t was dal1ver6d to htir by her Lord, th~ vltal conneot1on 

betws~n ths 1ost1tutiona and their all-cnf1lding pur~o~e 

wae loss and 1 os porce iveu: the Chu~ch becruh& :)t7pnrtmant• 

allsea in hor outlook . (...becliolJce to thu c oum.aw.J to pr-each 

the nearness o.~.· the ; ... ~ 1r.t£>d om was overlalu ·by t he af!.'irm.J.t 1on 

that the Church 1! th& L1ngdo:n. As the Ole ~ .. ·or·lo u-soamG 

more un1f'ormly unaer- the 1nflue no~ cf tho Church. the 

Ill 

mtas ionary out look gav~ p1.a.oe to th~ ecJ ifioat ion a.ne r:w1oo 1ng 

of the bel1ev6r. Although notabl9 ml.asionary work was osrrted 

on outn1dtl the Old World, ita methode and btJlief's. by the 

1. CoultonJ t 1f~ 1n the M.A. I . p. 132. 



very uniform i ty of t he Church, wer e d1o tated by iuropean 

Chr1steadom. The oot~ble reaur senoas or e~thua1aam f or the 

Churon's ta.ak 'h'era cantil:\.se<l, not in t&rroJ of th(l' cr1~inal 

them to 'r1ho1-?nc'J 9 :to ~hrt~t , 'but .,.:~ th1:1 C1111.teiry d~ive of the 

Cruaedtl~, c.l'l(; 1 •l t lt':' of tho :onqu1~t"'eores, t-thieh "corop6llad 

them to co~r ln.~ 

W!l9 c~ntant tc a1opt e:r1s4jtng Rnlllt~n r.:rnctiof3 provided it 

wAs not rorb1dd~n by 9<1r:t'p~ur,, - ~r.d so ~·me able to Elftrtee 

wtth ~u~uzt1'1~ th,t ''the d~. 1HH:I!l'!~ or mankind \·1~ r11! caueoa by 

demons•• and foun~ tt lo~1c :~1. ~t 1.~. 1. to 1tcur~ tll neas with 

rrny"r ~tntl eptflP."llics ~y t'~li(51ous prooesaiotHI or bu1.1d1ng 

ohurchestt1 - the tttnd8ney ,r Cs1v1n :ond tho9 wh:> followed 

him WAS to diapenae ~tlttb aD. hut tne baro 8S~E"ut1ols of' 

t.,orah1p ant'! doct. rtn~ exr.ree~!tly ~uthor1eed by ,)crinturll! . 

Their fir~ ~~pha~l~ on pr~~eqttnqt1on ler.t it self A~ re:dlly 

to a solemn rate'ttsm unn~ r phya te91 or mental ji~r;~qs~~ and 

populnr bPJter t'!'! w1tch<'raf't (pEt<rA1E't1n!" \of~"l, i"ltr t.h!!' 18th 

nnd ev~n ~arly 19th crntur?) w~n co ~1reotly forhldden 1n 

the 01.13 Tfl!at~ 'il~ntt that C~J-.inisrrt uev~Jr. took Any at(lpa to 

m1ss1cn'lry tA!'3k or the Chur~h exnan\ pr'ophec-y - nnu eYell 

that wa.a thr. pre rogat 1vR or t.he ~.,rd~ tno<l M '· n '.stry rn.th&.r 

than or th~ Re formed ohlt.rnh ~a a whol~. 

1. Durant, p. 986 . 



113 

~wa!+ ':1t:G1ey "'nt! ii'ox. Rcd;,h of the~e heA.1erl, says lleatheX'ht:sd , 

,..,tth Yl') p"lycro l.o~tc "l.1 t~eh ntq '.'!.e, hut.. MJ.rou.rp their c CJit1fitl\f11on 

H1t~l '1hrt'1t. Th~ EJX~r.tfi '"W-A of one John Bankq, 1n which 

he 1"(1~.n.tP.~ hlJN h-. sat-1 \n f4 tll"t.Jt\T!'I that GGorg,e 'f.'oj( \VCU1.6 heal 
., 
••• unt11 1o1t 

lrt:'!t, ••• '1'3 ~ n.,~.r and g:~at ·~r.vti1 of my Faith., ..C was I;tade 

willing to ~o to him •••• a.nd 1n a little time, we wa.l;ci.ng 

tosether s1lent, he turued about, a.¥1d looked upon rna , ~ltt1ng 

up h1tS Hanl.l ; anCI laid it upon my .Shoulder , atJd sa.L.d$ '':fh~ 

r.ord strengthen thee both within and without' ••• ano when 

I was sate ~own to Supper ••• befor8 l wa8 awatt, roy llMnd 

was Jift2d up tn ~o its oft1oe ••• "1 Weslay wrote in hls 

ltttle book ''h·1m1t1ve i'hyfiok ''t tt't''be lo·ve of ~od, ~s lt 

1s the sovereign remedy of all m1aer1es . so in par-ticular 

1t etfectiv~ly prevents a11 bo«31ly d1eoroera the passion& 

introduce, by kPep1n~ the pase1one themselves within d1..e 

bounds ••• n2 thuA d 1Bplay1ng a remarkable 1os1ght, nvt 

only into th~ nature of charisma.tic htlaliog, out &.lao that 

very many 1'11. ne- s St-l c3 A.r~ nayohoge nio . 

There is thue an omphAs1.s tn both Fox and ~esley on 

th" h~n11 n~ of the \vho1e tneo. nJ is to be remembered that 

both were founne.rs of' mov~JDente r~ma.rkable for their c loae 

Chri~t1.P.n f e ll.owsh1y: ~nd their a~~Pnatt of mission: thua th•y 

wer~ futf 1111 orr the tJ-cnd 1t.1on~ unc1er wh tnh they c oulo oont 1nue 

1. tTournal ( 1677) , qu.otfd by !-i1.eklem• ).1 1taeles and the llew 

.Payoholo~y, pp. 97 • 98. 

2. ~-1eathc:u•head , op. c1t. p . 392. 
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MISSIONARIES AND MATERIALISM 

The Immense missionary activity of the nineteenth 

century d 1ff'ered from that or the evangelical revivals in 

being almost exclusively to roreign countries, and usually 

to primitive peoples. The home church background was in 

England and Scotland one of enlightened rationalism 

tempered by a genuine concern for 'the heathen'. In the 

field the missionaries were a.rnongst witch-doctors and fakirs, 

and witchcraft was the everyday talk and fear of their 

congregations. In addition many of them were medical 

II Lt 

doctors: and the medical profession, having adopted empirical 

scientific methode , was rapidly becoming more consistent in 

its successes; and increasingly mater1al1atic in its outlook. 

It woula be surprising, 1n view or these factors , to f1nd 

the practice of charismatic healing adopted . At the same 

time, although there was no formal practice of exorcism, 

patients were assured that whatever demons they believed in 

would be driven out by the power of Jesus. Toward the end 

of this materialistic era, a missionary teacher of many years 

experience wrote: "~Uowly and steadily the belief in witoh­

oratt is being uprooted by the hospital and its teaching. 

Yle have had assurance many tlm.ee from patients returning 

cured , that not only were their bod1ee cured but their souls 

were comfor-ted and strengthened dur1ng their stay at the 

hospital . tt Dr . Neil Pacv1car ot Iovedale , who quoted th1s , 1 

underlined the effect upon a man ' s sickness when he 1a 

transferred from a dingy hut and a witch-hunting group of 

friends to a quiet hospital ward where he can hear scripture 

and prayer 1n his own language. 2 As mission work entered 

the 20th century, the preva.111ng attitude 1noreas1ngly 

favoured the use ot charismatic healing and exorcism, and 

1. Sidelights upon Superstition, quoted by Davies and 

Shepherd , ~ . A . Missions, p. 216 . 

2 . Unpublished MS., ibid, p . 26. 



Weatherhead as we have already noted, quotes reports of 

formal exorcism. 

There was considerable wisdom in the efforts in Africa 

to end witchcraft: but the lack of charismata 1s keenly 

regretted by many Bantu. Therefore 'charismata' ( 1~ether 

genuine or not) are a prominent feature of their separatist 

churches. The dangers of ayocret1sm with old heathen 

practices are plain: and indicate that the established 

churches which seek to retain the Bantu should ensure that 

ohartsmat lc gifts are sought and used within, and not 

without, their communion. 

ClAIMS OF TODAY 

The extraordinary results achieved by ••christian 

Science •• and Spiritism from the second half of the nineteenth 

century onward stimulated a great deal of popular interest 

in healing by non-medical means and in spirit- poeseaa1on. 

Owing to ecclesiastical conservatism and the current 

argument with biology, the older churches failed to give 

these matters constructive thought until the 1920's, when 

several guilds for divine healing1 were formed and mild 

interest was maintained in the Society for Psychical 

Research. Today there 1s a widespread revival of interest 

in religious healing. Books2 too numerous to mention have 

been written on the subject , consisting mostly of testimony 

(little of which is of first-class evidential value) and 

almost as many theories or healing ae there are writers. 

Moat or the th&oriata have little acquaintance with New 

Testament theology, although there are notable except ions, 

and at th~ other end or the scale very few theologians have 

1. of. Weatherhead, p. 222 ff. 

2. e . g . books by Wilson, Maclachlan, Cobb, Salmon, Winokley, 

I.aubach. 



any important place for healing in their theology. It 1s 

the more remarkable, therefore. that services for healing 

of the sick are becoming more widely used in the devotional 

praot ice of the church. They range from the extreme American 

variety of healing mission service , 1 with its suspenseful 

{and suggestive) atmosphere among thousands of spectators, 

to the ''priestly hea.lingtt advocated by W. L. Carrington, 2 

/lb 

1n which the minister, supported by a prayerful congregation, 

brings qutet laying- on of hands to the sick-room. Weatherhead, 

speaking of such t'ministration to a patient who has been 

taught to understand the true nature of the Christian 

faith'', says, ''This is the true ministry of the Church as 

such, and , in a sense, has nothing to do with psychology at 

all. This is the ministry which must be recovered , and which 

only the Church can do. tt3 

The impact of the 'new' psychology in the years 

immediately following the first vlorld ~a.r gave popular 

interest in healing an unfortunate twist. The tendency of 

the founders or psychological schools of thought to ignore 

(Adler), bel1ttl~ (Freud) , or contradict Christianity (Leuba) , 

or else to regard 1t as a useful tool (Jung) , turned attention 

to psychology as the supreme means of mental healing, perhaps 

nowhere so markedly as 1n the United States of America. 

Valiant attempts have been made to capture the various 

psychological techniques for religious healing, 4 but the 

effect has been largely to duplicate the achievements of 

secular psychiatry 1n a sacred setting. It is becoming 

clear that whilst psychology provides an invaluable tool 

for diagnosis of mental and psynhosomat1c disease, and 

furnishes techniques wher~by the patient has revealed to 

1. e . g. those ot Oral Roberts . 

2 . Psychology, religion and human need . p. 195. 

3. l'featherhead, op. c1t . 

4 . or. Weatherhead • Psychology 1n the service of the soul; 

Psychology, religion and healing • . 



him the true cause of h1a ailment, psychology can do nothing 

to remedy the fundamentally re lig1ous problem of separation 

from God and consequent guilt . If 1t chooses to ignore the 

existence of God , it can certainly mask the problem, and 

even explain a~ay the guilt to the satisfaction of some 

patients. But 1t cannot protect them from the threat of 

non-be lng which separation from God 1mplles1: this will 

recur as a shaking event at some stage of their existence. 

and psychology w111 be faced with an ontological problem 

of which it knows nothing. 

A TASK FOR TODAY 

There is thus evidence that the Church today , in 

different ways and places , 1s re-assembling the constituent 

parts of her Messianic task. The Gospel is preached to 

rich and poor: the forgiveness of God in the atonement 

is announced and pronounced: the sick are be 1ng healed: 

and at least some step 1s made toward the casting out of 

demons by the sympathetic treatment of the mentally 111. 

In addition, there is a growing concern for unity and 

fellowship within the Church, although ther~ are still 

su!f1c1ent differences on fundamental doctrines amongst her 

denominations to mar that unity and fellowShip . There 1s 

a revival of understanding of the power or God through 

intereeseory prayer, and ohar1smat1c gifts ar-e not expected 

1n response to the aa1ntl1nees of one mao, but are seen as 

respons1b111t1es to be received thankfully by the faithfulness 

of the congre gation. There is also a cur1ous belief that the 

greater number of people who pray for a particular event to 

t ake place, the more likely will be 1ts accomplishment: this 

1. T1llich, Sya . Theel . !. p . 't\ 3 N 



needs to be re-stated. surely, to say that of any group 

gathered to pray fo~ a particular purpose, say that of 

healing. the greater the proportion or them that unite 1n 

seeking whether that pl~poae is within the will of God, the 

more ~eadily do they unite 1n orienting the person prayed 

for toward that known w111. It is the prayer of the 

righteous man • that is, he t-lho does the will of God - which 

avails mu1lh. 1 

But , although the eonst1tuent parts of the Uess1an1c 

task are almost assembled . they are not welded together. 

The Gospel 1s preached that men may repent - regardless of 

whether their physical or mental condition <Jims their grasp 

of the need for repentance . Remission or sins is granted 

to the Christian soul, but if he 1a 111 he is turned over 

to the doctor and nursing home exeept for an occasional 

visit to cheer him and tell him that the Church w111 help 

him with any financial difficulties - pract1c~l s~pathy. 

but not healing. S1~1larly physical and mental healing 

are sought by hundreds, when a healing service 1s announo~d . 

who have never had any other use for the Ohurch, and have no 

conception or the Churoh save aa a means to an end of their 

own. There is plainly the need f or integration of these 

constituent parts into one: 2 and the true end of that one 

f{ess1ao1o task must be made perfectly clear whene-v&r the 

Church 1s engaged in carrying out any of 1ts p~rta . 

THE CENTRALITY OF WORSHIP 

The end or the Meseia.n1e task is· ( ae it was f rom the 

beg1nn1ng) the restoration of communion between God and men, 

and the setting up of the incorrupt environment of the 

Kingdom of God . All ita constituent parts are subsidiary 

1. James. c; •• \~ 

2. cf. Maclachlan. p . 94. 



to this ena . But because of the work of Christ, thio end 

is not a future end~ but a prenent reality to be realised 

only throu~ the ~aith of each man in Him . Th!! centrality 

of worship, as the veh1.cle of the faith of men. by lihich 

they bring a •treasonable service" of prayer, praise and 

self- oblation to god, in relation to the Me ssianic task 

1s thus clear. tfuat hae not been expressed as clearly is 

that because worah1p brtnga man into communion with God 1t 

1s also the vehicle of the dunamis of God. We sa.w this in 

the Apostol ic Fathers' doctrine of the Sacraments as the 

umed tc ine of immortality": yet the emphasis is almost 

ltJ 

absent today. There 1s o. strong case to be made for greater 

recognition within the liturgy of all the elements or the 

Mess ianic task; the framework or adoration and intercession 

is already present, but its contents lack balance. It may be 

objected that adoration 1s the prime purpose of worship, 1n 

response to dunam1s of God already received. This would be 

true 1r adoration were properly understood as the mirrortng 

back to God of His purpose and love as given to all men: 

but commonly held conceptions of worship ignore the mission 

of the Church to reach out. One way of reaching out 1a by 

intercessory prayer, as the re-orientation of those without 

the Church toward God by the sacramental means or words and 

actions. Sines such a reaching out is an integral part of 

the Church's Me ssianic task, so intercessory prayer as a 

channel or the dunamia of God should be an integral part of 

the Church's worship and have due emPhasis laid upon it. 

A f ew brief intercessions sandw iched at some convenient 

po1nt before t'tbe sermon" do not do Justice to the Church's 

belief in the dunamia of God. Intercession requires complete 

selr- ded1cation ot men to God as His willing agents: 1t is 

exhausting physically and mentally, and asks all their 

resources - not that they may be the source of aunamie , but 
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th~t their openness to God nay be so complete that the 

subject or their intercession ts himself oaugh.t up and able 

to receive duoam1s which makes him whole. 

A. qm;sTION 

A queetio~ to be askeo of the Church today 1s whether 

she will ~ecognise the unity of her Messianic task ana take 

seriously into her worship this ancient corom1sa1on, 1 as a 

witness to the dunamis of God: 

As ye go, preach, say1ng, The kingdom of heaven is at hand . 

Heal the sick, raise the dead , cleanse the lepers, cast 

out devils: 

Freely ye received, freely gtvs. 

1. Mt. 10 : 7, 8. 



GhNl1ng that the g ift Of wholeness may still bs S1Ve n 

in Chr.1st through H1s t;hurch, so that the ne"r I,1fe may become 

more completely a present reality for men in the midst ot 

the olG 1 tfr. 

I 2.1 
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L!FK TO THE FULI., N 0 W 

SUY..MARY 

We are now in a position to gather up the conclusions 

formed in the second half or this thesis in order to answsr 

the quftstion: ''What was the relation between miracles and 

healing 1n the Church, and Chr-ist's ~esaian1c work of making 

men whole?" 

The chaPter entitled ••Go and tall Johnu showed how Jesus 

commissioned H1s diaoiples to go out in His name and preach 

the nearness or the Kingdom, healing the sick, and bearing 

the remission of sins: and that this commission was the 

substance of the Church•s task as 1t had been or His own, and 

so made her task Messianic. The point was made that it ls not 

the Church alone who carries out her task, but Christ working 

in her. The following chapter showed how in the ensuing three 

Christian centuries the elements or this task became separated 

and healing became less frequent, while miracles other than 

healing were ill-attested aftsr the Apostolic age. Sufficient 

documentary evidence was quoted to furnish a basis for most 

of th6 oonclustons reached in the following chapter upon the 

reasons for the decline of miracle and healing. The closing 

chapter of the section showed the later Church's attitude to 

m1racle9. as the manifestation cr personal sanot1ty, and to 

healing. whose sacrament developed into Extreme Unction. as 

an occas1onal divine bestowal of a special grace. The sporadic 

revival or healing since the Reformation was noted . and 1t 

was found to be linked with a new concern for the preaching 

or the word and the remission of sins, and above all with a 

renewed closeness of fellowship. The contemporary church was 

then asked where it stood. 



CONCLUSION 

From the second portion of this study, this tact emerges: 

Just as our l,ord'e miracles and heal1ngs were the physical 

manifestations that His Messianic task or making men whole 

/Z3 

was 1n fact l')e1ng accompl1shed , so miracle (when it occurred) 

and healing within the Church were the physical manifestations 

that our Lord continued to accomplish Hie Messianic task 

through H1s Church: and that where such man1festat1ons were 

lacking, the Church's comprehension of her task and will to 

fulfil it were not unified or unanimously held. orttn she 

has been content to be without these eigne of Victory, worked 

as works of compass1on, and therefore has been unable to 

point with full conviction to the great Sign of the Resurrection, 

which brings men "!.ite to the f'ulltt 1 1n Jesus Christ - now. 

v. 

R. 

1. 

2 . 

ENVOI 

Deus, Tu conversue v1v1ficab1s nos . 

2 Et plebs tua laetabttur 1n te . 

John 10 : 10 (l<Tof'fat t). 

After the Absolution : Mass of the Catechumens. 
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B I 3 L I 0 G a _1\ 1-' .H Y. 

CfL\n"'!;H 1 ... TH~ ':lC'l.D I~ THE E~GIN~\Ir\G· . 

Ba1111e, D. - The The ology of the Sac raments - Faber - London 
1957 . 

The l ee ture (IV) dealing wit h tho Real Pre se nee 1a 

pa.rt icu1arly V:llttable f or el:le 1dat i on of the relation be tween 

the si3n and the thing s 1gn1fi~d . 

Te\·lin . 0. ~:.- :~tra.cles: t.. p.r6li1<li11a.ry Stuay - Bles - Lond on 
1947. 

This dlecusecs tho puDslbility ot miracles and shows 

1ts aepenc€nce upon tr .. e ~hllosophlual aasumptions prect-Jd ing 

it; .S~.~a the'" ].:'rocc.:c.,!=l to clas:JL'"'J tLe :.ulraclE's ia relatlon 

to the Ir;cc.rnntlon (an tLc b~hlc .i!lruclej , glvlng soma a s 

n:1rc:.clf':: of ;: :~ ~ ' ~10 C.;:-(;at.:.oti. ' • a!.lu others an of t~·~c •i:ew 
~~lS. 

\.1•e at lo n' ( ·1. lc l ~ h <:..'l € t c L , , t. &~~ c. 11 in tL.ls ,,as s i5n~ of tee 

"I'T ~ •Ar A or.. 
J I (I!!~ ' I or of •:h o Chri s t ·.msi. I: }. : L nt tro tl LJcussio rJ 1a 

o 0oy'by: PI"Jr P,~o h~E e cvr1o-;;.s flaYou.r of poe try 1n it ~'lh1oh 

R1ch~a·c1eon ... Thn !,Hrncl~-~torita of the Gosp-els - 3 . C . ~: . • 
london 1948. 

In th1A book the autho~ eetablis~es the close corre lation 

between the m1r~cles of the Gospslo and Jesuc' proclamat i on or 

the I~1ngdo:u of Goi . IIe thus d1spos~s of t he views that the 

miracle- stories are wonder- stories a l one: and this 1s t he 

out standing ~er1t of the b ook. While this thesis accept s 

Richard son's work , 1t seeks to give the concept of I-1 ir ac l e a 

as 31~ns (which he employs so usefully) a greater content a nd 

put., a c'l1ffart"' nt ernphasis on the reason behind the rn1rac l e a. 

, 
~ul~n - qy~tc-nat1c 'Pht:olo~:s . 

were conC~t1eretf: but .\ulan ' s soterlology ~ a a:x:preased by 

'Christus Victor' 1s implicit in the entire t:llaia . 

12.5 



Barth • Dogmatics in Outl i ne - 3. C.M. - london 19A9. 

In th.1s short, syatemat tc, and rreque ~t ly luv 1d expos -

1t1on of t~e ~r~ed ~art~ sum= up hls own theolo~y and ln some 

-;mrt3 r~cot7structs 1t. It 1s st1Jl um;1stakably :la.rthlan i n 

1ts dlstinctton between the ~oncc-1va':>le :and ~he 1aconce 1vable~ 

tesk . 

Gar~ on tiOd Vt:Jchon, tr.r. ftllP~t .. The '!)evil • Gollnnc z ... London 
1929 . 

A study or Ohr1at1~n 1c"! e~s conoern1ng the Devil and 

a nrc s rer e, ana a. d tsc 11q s1"n re 13.:t iug oupposed osmon1c 

possess ton to VA.r 1..ous f'orms nf' lfle nta.l d 1sea se rww kno~m. 

Valua'!::Jle ch t~f1.y for 1t s n orume nt!lt ion . 

r.hr1.:=-t t~nHy poss~!3Sf: s r-~ e-e P.uine C'nf !.~d t9p~ ns_r;~,ble h istor1c a l 

elEl"T~~t, ent'! (r) it 11'1 i"1POE:lt' !.1:>1.P. to trar:sl'lte an oncbnt 

A. D. Ritoh t~ - Brtt ish P':l11oaophere - I.onvnar,s , Green -
T o r:d n n J. ?: 0: c pr . :t::! r a nt1 XV I I o 1:11 y. 

n:-n1nr:t !C€AJ 19m nnf> cp. t:'!TI en r~ ct: nt ph ti::.s:tphlcal thought , 

T:tllich, PRu1 - Systoma.t1c Theolo~y: Yole. 1 an~~~- ?{ tsbet ­
I.o1<" 0~ 1955. 

Only cert ain portions or these massive wr1ttn~s h ave been 

c onsidered: 1n relntion to the 'Oe!!!o"l1c, mlracle,. a.nd the f all 

of man. The treatm~nt 1n tha thesis ae~ks, however, to be 

oonsonP.nt with Til11ch ' s g~neral extatent1al approach. 

12~ 
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Ehrenwald • Telepathy and Med teal Psychology .. Allen and Unwin 
Lone on 1947. 

A sertoua correlation of extra- sensory perceptivity wlth 

oertB.1n phenomena found in d re ams , psychoanalysis, parlh101a, 

soh1zophren1a, a'ld med1um1sttc trance. r.r:1e chief value f or 

th1s thesis 1s the demonstration of the subconscious aature 

of ext.rn- Er nsory percept ion 1n people \vlth definite 'rutnus 

funct long •. 

F.1nste t rt, 

Thts 

1\ . - :t~l~t1YHy: Tr.e :Jp(..c1e.l and tbe Ge neral Theory • 
Methuen - london 1955. 

is (nr~~lcss to suy) q ;up~lar expositloa. !t 1s 

Hastings - !-1ct1o~ary of the Dible - .Art . i~ iracle . 

Cont31ns a synopsis of the 111racJea of the !~e\11 'l'sztament 

ano the IHH'1~· t;hur<"'h . Ito critique of ru.ir:1cle :ts a possibility 

is of interest . 

He tm, !""1=1rl - C~rt0t tr: ":'g1t~l aad :~::r.t-:..1:.:.1 Jc i~nce - S. ~ .:! . -
London 1952. 

'rh~ c'l11.::-f -va.l'Tr; cf tht~ ho~~{' l a ln its ooter:r;lnec breaking 

out fron the Cl')"lri"le ~ of posit tYiJ:n ln the Gupir1cal sc lenoes 

ment of t~c -to~:=t of J1d !ls [;. :Juprapolar re:;3.lity by an Existential 

Johnson - The Impr1sonea Splendo-..;r - H. !lnCI 9. - London 1953. 

hn analys1o ~r human pernonaltty using physical, psychical, 

and 'my!t1cal' data. Vnluable chiefly as a source book: the 

theory of personality bu11t up 1s somewhat far-fetched . 



!.awls ""' c. '3 . - The Screwtapa Letters .. Ble s - London 1942. 

This book has two advanta.gss: lt talta s ths Adversary 

seriously; an.:l bens.qt h 1ts r .. :umour oisclos:::G p~netrating 

1ns1t!hts into the :::hristlan l:lfc as a otrugglc v1ltll the 

t\dv€r sary. Its popular atyl:; 3ho\.llc not be allmied to ma.sk 

~ll!atthe •t~s - The f.r ob l sm ~f Christ tn the Twent i e th Cent ury .. 
-:tyrc a~a :;pott1.a-ll:>o:lo - Londo:l 1945. 

De~n i-1n.tthew s he r e attompts a solution of the riJdle 

of t~a Pe rson of Christ in terms of modern psychology ana 

parapsycholo3;y. 4.lthough lng~n loua, 1t 1a not con-vine ing, 

ana r9~ds much into the Gospel narratives whicn may aot be 

l egit imata . 

:~ tck1EP1!, r: . 7 .• - :.l.rac-lca UL1l1 thG ~:sw is.rC'hology - ~.J . .. >. -
Lone on 1922. 

·, conr::"•l'iiLn ta 1r~1..: :· 1.:lct · J~i en U.t: hrul1nc u:,.rs.clcu of 

T l :"t:'! ·1 , '"C"'''"'~lo 1 'n·t.-.J-··tlc· "' { ' '· ·_. "'l • • 1 ;_.; ,__. J v J. \ J. C t.-f.; - -L • 

co~c·h1sion th"lt ps~rchott.;.cr!l.PY cann.ut provld.:! a com:plote 

Rhine , J. B. • ~~ew i!0r ld of the ~- 1nd ... Sloane ... Now York 1953. 

Jl.n assessment of the. author' s own expsr1menta.l work 1n 

parapsycho:togy, and a speculation upon t he nature and power 

or t he human mind , with its implications for the physical 

sc1e~ceP, sociology, psycholo&y , and religion. Interest1ns, 

alth.oug'h writt.:n by one wh o se atheism 1a an uncrtt1clsed 

pre suppo~1t ten. 

-11. "' .. ~ .. ~- t', ,.. n~ n hncr"" "') 1 t ~~ 1. - - ~ l . ~-.. J , ";\ J • U.<2 lr c a usc: s , 

be st SU:1tn~ry cf its k1.'1d . Tb~ opa:11nl chaptera, wh1.-~h oover 

t he tr.an.:;1t10n t"ro~ 6~!nor.o~ozy t :> psychiatry, :;.~.roof ;.a:~ t1cular 

1nt~ I'e st . 



Thompson, .r.t· ., The ;~ytlopt1c Goapcl:J - o. U. ::?. - London 1910. 

'!'h in t~bulnr t~rranrseme nt of' tha synoptic gospels 1n 

lnto discrete se ction~, h~a M(:'n DC i1va1uable t ool ln 

Tyrell, G . ~\. ~~ . - The rtn•sona11ty of Han • Pelican 9e r1es • 
! anflo11 1947. 

A~ anglysis of and ~pology fo~ the transcendent aspects 

of the human parsons.lity in the light of pa..ra.paycholo~,y, 

addresse d chiefly to the prese nt wor ld of sclencP. . It forms 

a useful oource- book for val"ious types of psychic phenomena, 

all of i'lh ich are J::re s~ nted c .r 1 tic ally. 

12.J . 

:-1e~th~r·11e~~c1, ~ .') . .. ._.-::..JJC~1:1::>:;J , 'l.0lt:ton, q·ir1 !~c'1.l~nc - H. and s . .. 
London 1955. 

\f 'l"h~ .,~.:'1 or t"1e bo •)": :. ~ t'1 ~"e\T.L'?-·J r.~1nry :~'10.i'1 "'lf'th!Jd of 

:1.r~R~i·1s t;~J,rr;:r:11 tr.r !11·~1 s.aa th;.: 3-:.:~:tt, to rn::;~:-:9 th.., p l ane 
'l 

o ~ !19~7 f"1t:.·)1•'?2:,Y ,a.nii r~::1 1gl"J"l t :: ~.h-::- ft~.f! of' no •?- p?'.yn1c.-t1 healing, 

to z1'l3'> a <1titir.~l j"lOJ:"':rr.f'"lt o~ t;~,.. nrt1-;.ot!:; '1Br') d to attain 

Ba1111e, D. - Gon \'ias in 0h:r 1 .3 t - "'rtber ... Lond on 19<18. 

ThastatPN~nt of the oarRdnx of th~ Innarnat ton (Cp. V) 

1('.\ 1:np11n1t tn the const.de~e.tion tn this the n1s or the 

unique n~ as of ~hr 1~t ' s !!11rac l c s . 

t h o'Jzht !J.nd sees an OV"EH' n11 'attetl" o~ p~t"1"ect ob~~te'1<"e which 

drr1.w:J ai..l rqr:n t0 011 "' t11'' ~r.tst, '3 -:> f:b11t ':.'1-JrJ r1.gr? \<t.,_th Him. 



surrender. . Although the author ' s treatment 1s compressed , 1t 

is oonv1no1ng and c onsistent: 1t possibly does not embrace 

every aspect or soteriology, but certainly emphasises the 

central truth of salvation by faith 1n Christ . 

Lewis, o. s. • The Problem of Pain w Bles - london 1940. 

A consideration of the whole problem of human suffering 

1n relation to God ' s power and God •s mercy. Hie analysis of 

the Fall , though set in history, is nevertheless extremely 

valuable: and his dissertation upon Hell has furnished ideas 

upon the strategy of the Adversary. 

Milton ... Paradise Lost • Oxford Olass1cs. 

Although Milton ' s cosmology is not acceptable to the 

modern ~ind , and h1s theology tends to Tritheiam, the theme 

or his poem follows the course of the Fall and Redemption 

convincingly, and the maJesty of his language brings out 

the cosmic backFround to human sin and D1v1ne mercy. 

CHA.P.rER 5 - GO AND TElL JOHN. 

Barrett • The Holy Spirit and the Gospel Tradition • S. ? . C.K. 

/"30 

London 1954. 
The author traces the presence of the Holy Spirit in the 

life and work or Jesus, and then in the Church. The chapters 

on ''Jeaus as. miracle•worker'' (5) and the Spirit in the 

Gospels (10) are or particular value . The indexes are re• 

markably full . 

Hendry - The Holy Spirit 1n Chr1st1ao Theology 

A study or the emphasis on the doctrine of the Holy 

Spirit and 1ta effect upon systematic theology. and the 

necessity of renewed emphasis on a full doctrine of the 

Holy Spirit as a fully co-equal Fereon of the Tr1n1ty. 

ed . Richardson • Theological Word Book of the Bible • S.C .M. 
London 1950. 

Articles under the words Heal , Adversary, Spirit, Miracle. 
r 

Re a ~u~ect1on were all or value to this study. 



CHAP!'ER 6 • FROM TRIBts'I.AT ION 1'0 C Ot~FORT • 

The Ante• Nicene Library- The Apostolic Fathers (Tr . ) -
T. & T. Clark - Edinburgh 1867. 

I "3 1 

A translation of the writings of Clement of Rome , Folyoarp, 

Barnabus, Ignatius, Hermae, and Papias, with the Letter to 

Diognetue . It contains a full index. 

Carrington, P. • The Early Christian Church II • C. U. P. • 
Cambridge 1957. 

Thta clearly-set and well-written history is unusual in 

the amount or traditional material it embodies. It was 

referred to principally for the lives and t1mes of Origen 

and Cyprian. 

Foster • After the Apostles • S.C.M. - London 1951. 

This excellent little book traces the travels or the 

apostles and the generation following them, and seeks to 

establish the main points of their teaching. He finds more 

continuity in the understanding of the Christian message than 

Campbell .Moody (''The ?A" 1nd or the Early Converts••) . Useful as 

background and for his specific referl!tnces to the Apologists. 

Frost , Evelyn • Christian Healing • Mowbray .. l ondon 1949 
(2nd Ed n.) 

A study of the themes of healing and exorcism in the 

Ante - Nice ne Fathl!tre , and of the place they accord to suffer tns 

in the light or the Resurrection, with some observations 1n 

the light of modern knowledge. The outstanding value of thls 

book te in tts thorough documentation or the subject from the 

ante•Nicene Fathers, which forme the basis of many of the 

summaries in the thesis. It is a great pity that 1t ls 

necessary to compile an index of the quotations if one does 

not follow the writer's particular classification, as the 

volume itself has no index, although several summaries arl!t 

provided. 

Glover , T.R. w Conflict of Religions 1n the Early Roman Empire • 
Methuen - London 1919. 

T. R. Glover ' s inimitable style and erudition here oovl!tr 

a largl!t field , giving the pagan religious background of tha 



times 1n which the Gospel was first preached . Plutarch's 

survey or daemons and the commentary on Celsus are or· par• 

t1cular interest . His commentary on Jesus is vitiated by 

his liberal theological background. 

James, M. R. • The Apocryphal New Testament • O. U.F. • London 1924. 

A comprehensive and scholarly work upon all the Christian 

apocrypha , pseudepigrapha, and agrapha, fully annotated , and 

giving a translation or each. The author evaluates the writings 

and places them in approximately ahronologlcal order in his 

1ntroduct ion. 

Maxwell, IT. D . .. Outline of Christian Worship • 0 . U. P. - London 
1952. 

The tracing or the normative liturgy through the ancient 

church, the later Churches of East and West , and the Reformed 

Churches to the present day. The emphasis on the Sacrament 

as the proper climax to the service provides a useful starting• 

point for considering our lord's use or eacramental means 1n 

general. 

Moffatt - The New Testament : A New Translation .. H. & s. • 
London 1934. 

Moffatt's treatment of the end of St . Mark ' s Gospel 1s 

of value to this thesis. 

Moody, Campbell • The Mind of the Early Converts • H. & s. • 
London 1920. 

The writings o~ the Fathers until Origen are examined to 

support the thesis that a process took place comparable with 

that occurring 1n the modern m1ss1on fi~ld; 1n that within 

the first generation after Christ metaphysical thought and 

a utilitarian outloolr upon the new f'aith had displaced personal 

encounter with and allegiance to Him. If the thesis is correct , 

the value of the Scriptures as records of eyewitness accounts 

is greatly enhanced by comparison with later tradition, and 

the ref ore the 1r ev1de nt tal value 1n this thesis. 

Spenee , Canon • The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles - Nisbet -
l ondon 1885. 

A translation of the 'Didache ' with commentary and several 

valuable essays on the background of the work and the place of 



the prophetic ministry in the early Church: although the 

author ' s opinions upon the catholicity of the liturgy of the 

Dldache have been moaerated by later writers. 

Wotherspoon • The Ministry in the Church • Longmans • London 
1916. 

1~3 

This discussion concentrates upon "prophecy and Spiritual 

gifts'• in the Ministry, and while much of it is spent in an 

evaluation of the Didache which would not today be acceptable , 

there 1s a valid emphasis on the place of the charismat a 1n 

the ministry. The chief drawback of the book ls its limitation 

of charismata to 'spiritual' functions- e . g. prophecy. 

CHA.PrER 7 . - FRCM WHOlENESS TO SCHISM. 

Ae for Chapter Six. 

CHAPTER 8. • THE MESSIANIC TASK R~-~~GES. 

\,\:1 

Cabrol , A~ot • Liturgical Prayer • Burns Oates and Washbourne -
I..ondon 1922. 

A comprehensive survey of aoc lent Catholic and modern 

Roman liturgical prayer, with its rationale. Ita value for this 

thesis is its documentation of the ordination of exorcists and 

the rite of Extreme Unction. (Cpp. XXX and XXXI) . The chapter 

on Devotion to the Saints throws some light on the reasons for 

the veneration of re 11c s ( Cp. XXI). 

Carrington, W.t . .. Psychology, Religion and Human Need .. Epworth • 
London 1958. 

This outstanding book is a well• planned compendium or gu1d• 

ance to ministers and insight into human nature . Section three , 

''the Healing ~inistry .. , distinguishes clearly (as Vleathsrhead 

often does not) between priestly (charismatic) healing and Psy­

chological healing, which is specifically a matter for the 

psychiatrist , and a knowledge of which 1e essential for the 

minister in diagnosis of psyohoaematio illnesses . 



Coulton .. Life in the Middle Ages I - c . U • .P • ... Cambridge 1930. 

A documentary selection by an acknowledged authority on 

the Middle Ages , some or which provided a general background 

to the discussion of miracles in that period . 

Dav1ee and Shepherd ... S. A. Miss1ons 1800 - 1950 - Nelson -
. London 1954. 

A series of documentary quotations illustrating various 

aspects of the missions to the Bantu. Two notes by Dr. Neil 

Macvicar of Lovedale and the sections on Bantu separation are 

or value to this study. 

Durant .. The A~ of Faith • Simon and Schuster • New York 1950. 

A compendious study of the Middle Ages, here valuable for 

its references to exorcism and its general surveys of magic 

and med 1c 1ne during the period . 

Hook • Church Dictionary .. Murray • London 1887. 

The articles Exoro1sm, Exorcists ha•.re some interesting 

references to early Anglican practice {Ed . VI. p . 9) which 

followed the Roman. 

Iona Prayer C ire le • Divine He a ling .. Ed lnburgh N. D. 

A leaflet giving briefly the Circle's theological 

rationale or divine healing and incorporating a fo~ or prayer 

for pastoral use . As a brief overall survey of the subJect it 

is excellent. 

Laubach - Prayer - Lutterwor-th - london 1955. 

A simple and well-written booklet by an acknowledged 

Christian educationist giving h1s own experience or the uses 

or prayer and what he hopes may be attained by universal prayer. 

His sc1entif1c theorising 1a not orthodox and 1s probably not 

relevant . He brings out the responsibility of prayer well . 

Mac lachlan • How to pray for healing • James Clarke • London 1955. 

An outline of the practice of intercessory prayer as 

•receiving the will of God for ourse lves and for others', with 



emphasis on right thinking at all times. There ts an excellent 

chapter on Health as a by-product of complete integrity of 

life, and a quantity of good pastoral advice on the ministry 

of' healing. 

Maxwell, W.D .... Concerning Worship • o. U. F . - l..ondon 1948. 

This little book gives an excell~nt surv~r of the fullness 

of Christ ian Worship and its intelligent understanding. If 

common conceptions of worship were closer to that given in 

this book, Christian healing would be a natural and widespread 

occurrence. 

(Sanford • The Healing Light • Ken Pax - Ell1combe 1950. 
( 
(Salmon - Ue Heals Today - Ken Pax - Ell1combe 1950. 

Each of these small books represents the author ' s personal 

testimony to the healing power or Christ which has made her its 

instrument. As testimony they are 1mpresa1ve: the work or 
Mrs. Salmon is well known in s. Africa. Where the writers 

seek to rationalise their experiences they carry less conviction. 

Thurston • The Fhys1oal Phenomena of Mysticism • Burns Oates 
and Washbourne - London 1952. 

This book deals with unusual physical phenomena associated 

with the saints or the Roman Church ~rom mediaeval times 

onward. Although written with more devotion than criticism, 

it provides a useful background to mediaeval miracles. 

Wilson • Healing through the Po,'ler or Christ • Clarke 1946. 

Al though this book is the result of twenty-six years of 

pastoral experie nee and 1s sound in ita general outline, its 

doctrines or God , Christ , and human nature are seriously 

defective . Provided this 1s recognised , the techniques 

advocated are of great value. 

Winokley • Healing Venture • Ken Fax - Ell1oombe 1955. 

Although written 1n popular style and with 11m1ted scope 

or interest , this book has some very sane comments on the 

prao t ice of d !vine healing and it a re lat ton to, and 1no lus1on or, 
medical healing. It gives a clear picture or the Bantu 

s.ooeptance or divine healina. 



SU1-1Y.A.RY 0 F T H E S I S 

PA'ZT 01::F: T1-:e c ontinu1n:; pr.:?sanc e of our l ord \"1thin the 

Ch. 1. c ommunion of tho Ch~.2rch 08t r.tb11shea miracle a.s a f~ct: 

ThBrcfore we c ons:i.oer t he Go.srf'l r ec oras of tbe mighty 

wor'ks of our !on1 in Hts m-Jn ltf r:ttmEl ae svhst~otiaJ.1y fr.c tual. 

We seek to correlate thc~e works nf power w1th His ~eGeian1c t ask 

as si£ns of the :.{ingf.oll' of Goa sna as Hcrl:£' 0.f c omr.3Bs ton, mak ing 

men whoh . 

Ct. ? . 

~ep ' ~ ~in n~d r~conc 1l1nt i~n of me~ to God: but b~hind the 

!'tJC brrlrf. rdr~nremE'nt 11.€"~ t~m.ptE~.tion, and 

111ty of thl1 ":uJ.:.or cc"lt~nt , ::>nCl ,1\uJe~ on1y, a~" c- P.;>t. tn~ t-t 

Ch . 3. The Messianic task is t herefore s~t in ita New Te at~ 

ament settin~, which, when it has bean established as phil .. 

os oph ica.lly valio , leads t o insi~hts int o the mechanism of human 

e strangeme nt from God and tha corruptio n of the human environme nt: 

estrangement being the produo t of suprassion or perversion of one 

mocle , the ' subject iv~ ', of being of tha human per son~li ty , whose 

disintegrat i on and msntal and physical d1sequ1librilJ.m it causes. 

The Messianic tas~ of re-integrat ion involves the . in~uguration of 

an incorrupt ~nvironment , the Klngd oT. of God , accessible to men 

onl y by faith in Christ; and th~ r~storation of co~munion wit h 

Goo by the rest ors. t ion , ~trHh c1 ue r.egarCI to the pre- se rve.t ion of 

hue1an freE'dorr. , of the RUbjE>cttve mooe of 1::e:ing, 1..;ith consequent 

reint~ gration of the personality ana rsstoration of health. The 

insights of existential philosophy and the pypothesas of par aw 

psychology are c onsidered t o validat e t he analysis of disint egrated 



personality, and t he gospe l r ecords a r e considered to contain 

evidenc e of the restoration of the subjec tive mode of being 1n 

healings ;q,nd exorc lsns , and signs of t he inauguration of t he 

Kingd om in the rema1nlnf! mir ac les. 

cr.. .a. Tbc ~·1essi£.nic t aslr: mBy a l so be t~10u~ht of as t he wor·k 

of our Lore . The.l:"efore the; .reac tion of His migh ty works 

u pon Hi8 o~Jn per~:lOn , in t Eri!!S of c ost and joy, is tnvol7ad in the 

analysis of this tc.3k , an.~ i8 ana~.ogous to thE' cost of forgive ness 

a n:1 t he joy of .rcconctlintton \~hich ere i.rJ?1. icit. in the At onement 

a~d the '"lesurr<-ctiJn. T~1W3 en~h ·.~oi"% ·)f' ·_iJoHer it:-=~ :nirro~08lP of 

tiJe \·lhol"' ; :ensi!lnic tadk, anl in'3sp:ira";")lt.: from i t . :.'u.r-thE'N1ore,. 

sines f':;.c'!:'! ~wrk of PO!I7G.r ls !Oit"~-1 - : :\ i'E.'8tor·tt1on of pcr1ona l inte g ... 

r i.ty or 1. slz~ of the ;n.n3cou , 'it 1s ;; ';'Oi'k o~ iYvtnc poHer , and a 

gift :f:' r.o.n ran ;,v1~;) fuJ.''' iJ.G t llf< }') t'hi ~Jtanlc tas){: it 1~1 UOtC}Ue 3.mong 

t he ' mi.rG.cl.:-s ' (ind ' he~1line;s ' of tr~e pr,.gan wor1.C' ., T:1us o-:r.:ry 

Ch:.-1sttor. hf::J.1~rJG 'Jl' r.1i~:3clt; 13th'"' d:b:rine ~ift of (tocl 1:1 Chris to 

Conclusion It t hus emerges that our I.o:t:>d ' s haalings and m1rac lea 

we re not appendages to His ~4ess1anic task , nor even pr im .. 

arily signs to demonstrate the nature of His task or of His per son: 

they were principally the manifestations tha t His messianic Task 

was in fact being accomplisB.d, b oth in .restor ing men to c ommunion 

with God and in estahlishing the ne~t~ Gnvironment of the Kingd om of 

God : thus they were the signs of His Victory, viOrkeo as v1orks of 

compassion, and all pointing to the gr ea t S i gn of t he Resurrection, 

whic h brought men life to t he f ull i n Jesus Christ. 

We no"' seek to correl9..t e t he act s of pmve r \'7 1t.h.tn the 

Ch. 5 . C.hurch w1th Christ' s Messia nic task. It is R.ppareo t from 

th~ Scrir,tur~ s the t our l orn int Pnaed to c ontiaua His Messianic 

t ask in ano t h rough t he Church. ·Jlh.1s is evide nt from the final 

c ommission which He gave His disc iples , gna is c lear in the words 

with which He sent them out on th~ir trial mission. There was a 

threefo l d commission, to preach the Go spe l, bear remission of s ins, 

and heal t he sick. Thus healing and exorc ism were included ; but 

other t ypes of miracle were not. A s imi lar comm i ssion c an be 



traoeo in the instit ution of the Uominical sac raments. The oomm-

1ss1on l'las c arried out aftel" Pentecost , and the Book of Acts shows 

thc=~t i n apo s t qlic times healing .3.nd exorcism in the Name (t.e. re-

c alling the presence of ) of Christ were fairly frequent. The 

Ep1st las c l assify heal ing (including exorc isr:J) unoe r. the c ta.r is• 

matte gifts of the Ho l y ~pirit, .9nd axe c htefly c oncernetl \<~ ·tth its 

r egul ation. Other typeR of ~iracla in a~ostolic t imea are rare, 

but ~1he n t hey co occur an~ of vi tal 1roport8 '3C e to the G~urcb' s 

pre-se rva tion. 

Ch. 6. Ttc drcJine i n the uce cf ctFris~atic ~1fts, their 

suh9equ~nt reviy<'l ut the tnC' of the second Cr.r1sttan 

century, t'flC tLr lr r·:on: sc:rion.s f:ec J tne C:t.:-in~ U:E' th~.rc 11nd early 

t ion .,,,rlr.h E ::o ~1:- :.;;..rc~ uneerm;r.t: t:hic-h in tu.rn E~a\·€ rise to a. 

t enston bettre-en thoufht. nf Chr:tst. as t.t.e ~r-~v1or of the t-:hoJe rr.e.n , 

a"!~ Chrtgt ~s th0 ~Pffcr11:1g Je rvE".nt , -vll:.o Pould ber:t be a~rvec by 

tl:cs~ V.7hC trod the nem~: pa t b. Th iE' t~ ns ion is apparc nt in a l most 

alJ_ those ;r;rtt 'lngs cf t'te: A:ponto11c Fc:.thers , the P.:t:o!.og-~£ts , o. nd 

t l:€.} 'IJ1s~ops fro"l:: Theop~il'-15 of /~r;tioch to 'jypr1an, in which the 

Cb•J.rch 1 !3 :;ttHuu~ to r:lhrtstla.tJ hen1. 1 o~ c :;l'! be trqc ed. I t Hao 

Cyprian who fi.r3t ~cten n dry .rot 1n the Church ~.;hich produced 

l,ro~pse l.P'IC!ar per£eC,J.tion, !ttlO thl:3 e rtf.le~ce Of r8dic~l Clteunity in 

t hP. \J'':nJ.rch ~o'tnC' 1oet1 \vHh ths ber-1nntnr; of her f a11urs to revive 

t he P'enl3raJ. use of char1'3rrlattc 1111"t3 ... ~ lthouah she never lost her ..... ' ~ __.; 

app.rt7hen~1on of the ro"H~ t' tn. the C)a.crements. 

Ch. 7 . In seekln~ the inner caua~s of thP dec lloe , revival, 

and 8eco~a decline in the use of charismat ic gifts , it is 

neces sary that theFJe gtft~ b~ .relatso once again to the total 

mission of the Church: whlch f o llowed a pat ter n of dilution with 

h~ l' increa.sin~ nl.l.merical size t n acco.rde.nc~ with the typic a l behav-­

i our of prouhettc mov·emet~t'3, but then left thPt patter n and found 

r~rHHied fo.rcP. baC:1 'J.31! of t 1·1e cont~outn~ presence o.f Christ: and 

which bt3cama d ilut~rJ once more following the Churc h ' s establishment" 

With in this broad pattern, however, there were several other 



influenc es upon the Church's attitude to heal:tng end exorcism: in 

the apostolic age , the supposed immediacy of the End: under the 

impact of martyrdom , the ~:nba.l ance- of the t~ns1on al.readv mentioned 

toward the side of metitorious su~far1ng: in the Hellenistic world , 

the G·reek dualistic doc trine of man \fbtnh substituted immortality 

the popular attitude:· tot-1e.rc1 m1rac 1Gs one he311ngs ~!.'! the proof of 

authenticity of e. man'•1 cDnduct c-r eoctr1nr- . 

Ch. 8 . The- correl:--.!.tion between the ooc urrence of he~~ling and 

exorcism to the ~Adia~v~l i nqu isition of 'j e~ontq~s' ana •aorc e rers! 

There gr~w up during the U1f ~le ~gen a cult of ~1recles associated 

gi.fts. 1'bus tile ?:C:::oa inr.ic m1ssio~ , \'!hen it '"~s revived, took the 

incom:)late 'forM found in th~ t;r.ul:!anl!'s. The r.efo!"1lation, being 

internal to the Ch~rch, at~ little to rem~dy the defect, and the 

fulfilment of all the con~1t1ons nec~ssary for c arry1n~ out the 

Heesianlc t.a.3k 1n its eomr1etP.ne<"t~ llid not recur in England until 

the ev2P£':9 1 ie2.1 r>f'vlv~ ls of Fox flrlO 1tl~sJ.ey: whoee cont,inuation the 

!,Tinetf:enth cent ury dtd not favovr, anil whosa exaJTiple the twentie t h 
t;e. 

century 1s only begtnni~g to 'follow. Fr~qu~ntly the nontmporary 

i :aitat ion gn~aps only one segmePt of the ~f3sstan ic task: and we 

must ask the Church of todsy 1.rhether she is prepared to respond 
0 

fully to the ancient co-nmtssion, ann un1.fy the cornpreP-nts of the 

Xees i anic tnsK tn her work ~nd worship. 



Cor.clus i on . Thus , j ,~s t as our T_.ord' s mi racles ;~_nd l.:tealings were 

the phys1cf3.1 man1fP.stations that His 1~ess1anic task of 

making men wholr was 111 f :<ct being accoruplisheo , so JJliraclt:! (when 

it occurred) ancl heall~g vri thln the t::hurch l'lere the physic a l ma.ni• 

f estations that our :.oro corttlnued to ac c omplish Hil3 ~~essiani.c 

t ask through El:J Chur-ch: and t~at :~here such ms.nlfsstation~ were 

lacking, the Ohurch ' ·.::; CQlllprehen~lon cf the tasl: o.nd her will to 
1 

f ulfil it were neither ~nfied aor unan~oouao Often ahe ha~ been ,.. 

c onte nt to be wi t hout the se s i gns of Victory, worked an works of 

c omps.ssion, and t herefore has be e n unable to point wi t h f ull con­

viction to the great Sign of the Resurrection, v1h1c h brings men 

life to thE full in Jesu s Chris t still. 

J. B. H. 

Gr abam 9town 1 

Sept emte r 1958. 


