






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































206

the predication is appropriate is then overtly quantified, e.g.

by all, gne, half, etc., the preposition of having a special

semantic function linking the overt guantifier with the limited
universe of discourse. Certain other items, e.g. my, those, may
take the place of the, but I shall ignore them save for passing

references to those/them.

6.6.1 Limiting the Universe of Discourse

It will be apparent that the nature of most overt
quantifiers i1s such that they refer to sets having a membership
greater than one. 2Among the proportional gquantifiers, there are,
of course, exceptions to this, much, for instance may refer to

part of a single individual, as in:
1} Much of the banana had been eaten,

Generally, however, quantifiers like all, every, many, etc. have

reference to more than one individual and it is, I think, for this
reason that the most common means of limiting a possible universe
of discourse is by the definite article the, that item being
applicable to plural nouns. There are cases, however, especially
those involving fracticonal quantifiers (which are, in a sense,
proportional guantifiers) in which limitation is achievable by

using the indefinite article a/an. Typical examples are:

2) Half of a chimney pot lay on the ground.

3) Two thirds of a pound note stuck out of his pocket.

One interesting consequence of this fact is that sentences
inveolving overt quantification within limited universes of dis-
course presumably do not usually figure as copening remarks in a
given discourse. Firstly, it will be necessary that the member-
ship of the set be established and then its quantification may

follow. A typical seguence might be:

4) There were some men here last night. All of the men

drank brandy.

In fact, while (4) is possible, I imagine that the desire to aveoid
repetition would lead most speakers to pronominalise the second

occurrence of the men, so that the second sentence would be:

5) All of them drank brandy.

There are,...


















































































































































































































