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There is hope therefore that the public view in mathematics can be changed. By having many
programs that portray a positive view of mathematics, could lead to people perceiving
mathematics differently. Countries like UK. have embarked on numerous strategies to

popularize mathematics. It could be that the dividends are beginning to pay.

Celebrating mathematics days, important discoveries in Mathematics/science and involving
parents in school programs, including projects like Family Mathematics and Science festivals,
will gradually help in changing the face of mathematics. There are few such programs in South
Africa. There is still a need for more engagement with the public in this regard. South Africa is
predominantly rural. I would think that, taking these activities to where ignorance is dominant
and valuing the indigenous knowledge that links mathematics to the people’s socio-cultural
practices would hopefully alleviate the situation. The role of mathematics is often hidden even
in such rural activities. Yet, Gerdes (1994) argues that the sub- Saharan region is rich in artifacts

with mathematical concepts. This region is renowned for its mathematical fractals, for example.

It is envisaged that unraveling the hidden mathematics from people’s everyday activities, will
change the face of mathematics in South Africa. [ would therefore argue for bringing out
mathematics to the fore in a manner that will be meaningful to the people’s lives and contribute
to better living. For when people’s mental capabilities are challenged through logical thinking,
their ability to analyze, synthesis, and evaluate is enhanced. This in turn will result in a better
engaging society, that will be able to solve its problems as individuals first and also as a

community.

5. CONCLUSION

Technological advances are at the heart of the information age we live in. Technology, like all
sciences is underpinned by mathematical reasoning. However, mathematical concepts are largely
hidden to the majority, except the few experts. This is mainly due to the fact that, traditionally

mathematics has been portrayed as having very little to do with everyday activities.
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