
J.C. CHASE - 1 820 SErTLEH AN]) SERVANT OF THE COLONY 

A Thes is =or the Degree of Master of Arts 

by 

M.J. McG:im1 

Suyervls or Professor W.A . Maxwell 

The writer \'iishes . to express her gratitude to 
the E:cne8~ Opp :rL~eic.er Memorial Trust , whose 
Scholarship '~or 1820 S8ttler and Eastern Cape 
History has ."'lade thi s vlOrk possi ble . 

llil0des Universi ~y, 

Gruha . . :: tOVlf.l . 

1975. 



'rA..13L::; OF C01~TEn~~S 

Intl ')duction 

Abbreviuti ons useJ in this thesis 

J.e. Chase - 1£:(20 SEttler and Serv·'dnt of the Colo:~ 

Chapter 

I. Geogr aphical and poli t:Lcal eyplorations 

n. Cape Town - 1831- 1837 

III. Ten ye ri.rs in Port Elizabeth 

IV. The establis h _'!l",nt of t]c,e TJistrict cj' Albert, 18~-b-1849 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 

Civil ComrnifJGioD.:Jr and He::..ident r:Iag.L8t.rc.'te , 
UitenhaC;o (lb~9-1853) 

J- < C. Chase , Member of ParJia.'nen1;, 1864-76 

J.e. Chase - Historian 

Appendice.~ 

, . 

A . Some of the authors I'efi.:TTed to by Ch2.ue j.n his series of 
aI,ticles on AfrJ.Cal) exploratj.OI~. and th.c ',~'orks by t..1.GID 

Page 

i 

iii 

1 

22 

52 

89 

ll5 

140 

160 

185 

which wer :J ava ilable in Cape.. TG~·,':C. in l 334. 198 

B. Chase 1 s conrrncnts.y,f, lJatal Far'3rs, Vol . I" 200 

Illustration.c; 

J. C. ChJ.se 

Cradock Place 235 



i 

INTRODUC":'ION 

J . C. Chase was an 1820 sett18r who travelled. to the Cape with 

Bailie's party. He w&s a man of some standinG aEQ educati::m . 

There is evidence that he was a member of the Worshipful Cumpany oi' 

Founders , whose arms were later adopted by Aliw"l North, but ]:-_~ was 

reputedly a bookseller in London in 1819 . Clec:.rly the reading and 

wri ting of books were among hts chief preoccapatio:ns ylt the Ca,pe . 

He was particularly intcreste~l in travel and explOra1j:-:"011 , 6.111 was 

Jne of the early white visitor" to Griqualar:d . Eut his rr:ain 

objective at the Cape r;as probably to seek the aecurtty of a 

goverr..ment appointment, ~ll:.d he held quite Cl. succession of offices 

until he secured a permanent post in the admillis-::;ratian . Even -th:?n 

he was moved from GrahaL1 1S Tovln t:) Albert befo:::'e he found hie !iiche 

at Uitenhage, where he ·.va3 Civil COLmssioner and Resident M:lgj_strut€' 

from 1849 to 1863. 

Newspaper corres"fonue!"'J.ce, pamphlets and books were the main 

channels available to ambitious or idealis-I;ic mon to bri p-e theu:­

selves or their ideas before the public , and Chase I'.ao a very 

active publicist , often though not always limi tiIlb the rSllze of 

h:. s publications to some current political intel"'cst. Hi~' caree~ 

shows much that was typical of the 1820 settlers entcr-

prise and intellect~al a 1 ert!l9SS an1. a sense of hisi;oI'Y ill thG 

mald..ng . Something of Africa cast ita spell ~ Yet there i s a J.so an 

aL'Tlo.::;t c18nnif~h loy~lty to the scttl.H' cO_i.:plc ;: :Lr~ .Al.b.:~:ny~ no that 

thoU8h Ch':lB8 himself was !lever in t..'1e yBn 0;: f'r c!lt1e:r cor:+:~liC!t , he 

exprCS ... H:1S vividly t!J.e fcarv, hopc::s and. preji:-.c1j 8 C ';:.~ o~~ :li; }:1nu .. 

The appro:lch of thic thcsiD is bj.c ~~I·aI' l :i.c8.l Si.'180 ~hQr8 Se(1:i1~':: 

to be no stUJY o~' him o..lch:~]' th :..n th brie f ~ '.:~'~': \· .... r· .:- :).bJ :-. ;-;:,::..:t(:l1 :i.n 
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1 
Percival Kirby's article in the Dictionary of SDi.lth African Biogrccphy .-

B",t attention will 1.e given to the exposition of m.s ideas in his 

identifiable wri ting2 . Here so often he shows himself £ s the 

procluct of a particular environment , and a man whose Vlri ting ma,v be 

said to have acted a.s a formative factor in the expression and part 

creation of the opinion of the Eastern Cape for at least a generaticn 

after m .s death. 

~SAn, I, pp . 165- 7 . 
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Breitenbach. 
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a1.J tl ~-; ::;O·I".U'(;.;;; l:.c~ .... :l -,,!':i.r.!! 1 it r':.:=;;,):r:tc (~. 

fro_lti l.! l.' C G ... li':l.ic..1.:c. C .. : . ~·~ ~ ~hl..: -; :L ::; , h. ... :. uL:;::: 
-tl"u" \' "J " " .1." ... .: ' j ( I : ) 1. ' V.l ~ .. ..- v··· . 
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CHllTER I 

GEOGRA.:ffiICAL AllD POLITICAL EXPLORATIONS 

1 J. C. Chase , a bookseller by trade, was among the London 'rs 

of Bailie' s party who set out for the Cape aboard the Chapman in 

1 819. 2 He was accompanied by his wife and i nfant daughter, but 

the latter di ed during the voyage . 3 Nearly four months after 

Jeaving London the Chapman reached Algoa Bay on ~pril 10, the f irst 

of the settler ships to arrive there . It has been claimed4 that 

Chase was the first 1820 se+.tler to step ashore at 'the desolate 

and unpromising place ', as he later descri bed it . 5 Bailie ' s party 

was l ocated in the area between t.le Wellington and Palmiet Rivers, 

near Cuylerville, named by the settlers in honour of the l ocal 

6 l anddrost , J.G . Cuyler . Presumably because he could afford to 

pay for it, Chase re ceived an extension to his grant of land , and 

a cquired a total of 825 morgen . 7 His f arm, Peninsula , lay on the 

coast between the Lyndoch and Wel lington Rivers . 8 

~rby, Chase, p . 136. 

2 D.S.A.B., I , p. 165 . 

3ibid • 

4 (Port Elizabeth ) Evening Post Magazine , 27 .11.1965 . kticle 
by P. Beachy-Head . 

5~als of the Ca~~ , p. 274 . 

6cuyler (1775-1854 ) was l anddrost at Uitenhage 1806-1827. 

7Diagram of land .•. granted to .•• Chase , Cory Li_rary, 
MP 544(x). See alsQ deeds of tran3fe:!C , Cory Library , !.IS 14 , 494 -
14 , 497 . 

\JorSe - JOllc3, E. Lower Albany Chronicle, I, p . 59 . 
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The settlers soon became discontented with their conditions 

and in December, 1822 , Chase was one of the signatories to a 

request for permission to hold ~ meeting to discuss their 

grievances. 9 In 1823 the settlers sent a memorial to the Secretary 

10 of State , Bathurst, complajning about Somerset's allegedly despotic 

rule, the restrictions on public meetings, the settlers ' distance 

from the seat of Government and their scant protection agaLlst Xhosa 

attack. J. C. Chase was among the on" hundred and sixty- nine 

. t. 11 
s~g:'la or~es . Chase and his compatriots did not spend all their 

time grapplL'lg with the problelL3 of survival in the Zuurveld . A 

letter written oy Thom~s PhiliPPs12 in January , 1823, describes a 

pleasant day spent at C~ase's farm, where a party piCnicked in a 

sheltered clearing facing the sea, and enjoyed 'a plentiful repast'. 

They Vlere in an idyllic setting, but Pnilipps significantly commented, 

'Nothing but fresh water is wanting to make this spot a residence 

for a Nobleman ' .13 In Jul.~· . 1823, Chase moved from Peninsl:la to a 

farm on the Melk River, near Graaff-Reinet, where he had acquired 'a 

good house, excellent gardens and copious streams for irrigation' .14 

9MOrSe-Jones , E., Lower Aloany Chronicle, I, p . 59 . 

10 Earl Bathurst, Secretary "f State for War and the ColOnies, 
11.6.1812 - 29.4 .1827 . 

11 c.o. 48/51. There is a photo- copy of this petition in the 
Cory Libr~ry. 

1 2Thomas Philipps (1776-1859) was leader of a settler party 
that cailed in the ' Kennersley Castle'. In 1820 Ihilipps was made 
an assistant magis trate . In 1821 he was a !llemoer of the i:owie 
NavlGation Company and in 1825 ~ member of the Albany Chipping 
Comrany . In 1837 he presented a Bible to the Trek leader, Jacobus 
Uys, on, Ac.b3..'lY settlers' bellalf. He died in Graham's Tewn. 

r )Keppel-Jenes . A., ed., Ihilipps , 1820 Settler , Hid Letters, 
p. 168. 

14ibid ., p. 188 . 
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Th., move to the Graaff-Reinet district probably l i mited Chase ' s 

opportunities to t ake par t i n the effor ts of the settlers to br ing 

ab out improvements i n thei r condi tions , but he was clearly i denti­

f i ed with them .1 5 By the beginning of 1825 t he political prospects 

of the Colony seemed to be improving, with the establishm~nt of 

t he Council of Advice . Chase did not , however , see his own future 

a s a farmer in an equally promising light , for during IG25 he began 

to l ook further afield . 

During June , 1825 , Chase and a fe l low- settler , James Gollis1 6 

journeyed up-country to trade beyond the Orange River . A Govern-

ment Proclamation of January 27, 1825 , had relaxed to some extent 

t he earlier regulati ons forbidding traders to cross the northern 

bOIder , and authorised the Landdrost of Graaff- Reinet or the Deputy 

Landdrost of Beaufort ' to grant Passports to any Hawkers or other 

Persons belonging to the Colony , of good character and conduct , who 

may wish to traffi ck with the Tribes beyond the Frontier , where 

ther e is any Government Agent ' .1 7 Between October, 1825 and 

November , 1826 , a series of articl es on the tradi ng possibilities 

beyond the Colonial boundary appeared in the South African Commercial 

A,1.vertiser, under the pen- name ' Evitas '. Probably this 

seri es was the work of J . C. Chase and was based on his journey of 

1 5Keppal- Jcnes , A., Ed ., ThUi pps, 1820 Settler, His Letter s , 
p. 232 . 

161820 settler - Wills on ' s party. About 1831 became a 
trader at Port Natal. I n Sept ember 1834 was killed vihen same gun­
powder was accidental ly i gl1i ted in his store. 

17 The Cape TO',m Gaze t te and Afrioan Adver tiser, January 29 , 
1825. 
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1825. In a letter to Fairbairn,18 written frcffi Graham's ToW"l in 

1826,19 he referred to his 'Notice on the Interior', whieh he wished 

to have re-publiched. Like tr.e writer of the ar+,iclcs, Chase was 

in Griquatol"/ll in ,Ttme, 1825.
20 

Since, more over, the opinions 

expressed in the series are similar to those held by him, it seems 

x'easanablc to conclude tha+, the accoUl'lt of the 'Nature, Extent and 

Promise of the Trading Intarcourse with the Transgariepim' Na'tions ' 

was the work of Chase. 

Chase bega.n with a general survey of trade with 'savage 

nations': whi ",e traders, he argued, obtained valuable goods in 

exchange for those of trifling cost, while t-l}e 'barbe,rian' became 

more civilised than}:s ~o :bis commercial activities . In Cha2e 's 

opinion the !.lost important product of the interior was ivory, ';hat 

from Mozambique being partict'-~arly fine , but there were, no doubt, 

many other connnercially valuable goods in the hinterland of the 

Colony which had yet to be discovered . Chase pointed out 'that the 

African coast, including i,lozambique , in which he waB very 

interested, had long been exploited by traders i,n search of precious 

metals and ivory, but these men had 'stained their flags and 

CQID,prmnised their souls in the de3racling and murderous traffic of 

hUi11an :flesh' ~ 

Chase explained that he wa::; IVri ting about his o',n journey in 

18John ~'airbairn (179t,-lS64) 
COF:m8r;:;ial Ad vcrt-i C~;).>~ a Ytd later a 
Council.. His-'·poli tiC::'11 ~lte·.'lS were 
fa'Lhe J"-in- la',:, Dr John Phili:y. , 

'.','as f~di tor cf the S()uth Afric:'ln - -
ffi0QOer of the CapE LGgj.s1a ti ve 
identified v;ith tho~ .. :e of his 

190hase to l!'airl1C.i::cn, 1-lO- 2G . Fairbairn Cor:r·Bspr ... lc.enc8, 
AfT'ic::tnn Ilibr8.ry, South Afric n....V}. Li.b:cnry, C<:'.pH 'T: olln . 

20SACA 29.8.26 and. };irb;)' , Chace, p. 137. 
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orD er to prcmote 'a lucrative barter ' which would benefit both the 

Colony and its northern neighbours . He had been interested in the 

possibili ties of trading beyond the Orange River for SOlli" tjme, 

and had collected all the information he had been able to find on 

tl'le subject. After his long journey, however , he had altered some 

of his earlier ideas about conditions beyond the frontier, and 

inoended offering his experiences as a guide to those VlrJ themselves 

might wish to travel north in sea-eh of ' profit, interest alld 

valuable discovery '. 

After the tedious ten-day trek from Graaff- Reinet to the 

Orange River, the sight of water was refr eshing , but Chase could 

not imagine that its desolate shere would evp.r ' reso.;nd \"lith the 

hum of populous cities ,. 21 Burchel122 had suggested that iUTuigrants 

should be encouraged to settle south of the Orange River . ',hase 

disagreed: not only was there a shortage of game, fish and water, 

but frosts and locusts destroyed the Boers ' meagre crops, while the 

Bushmen in the area were an 'ar .. lloyance I. After crossing the 

b01:ndary of the Colony the travellers encountered sane members of 

the Koranna tribe who on the whole did not impress them very 

fcvourably. Chase believed that this tribe v:aged ullceasil{s war 

against the Bushmen, although they did not attack white t:::-aYellers. 

He found the Koranna men hands ome, but the womer.l. weT a SOl very 

diminutive in stu.ture and ex"tr8!!:',ely corpulent: t that the two col0!2sts 

could not help laughin,3 o.t the contrast. 1J.1he women w-are fj.n no Vlf.~y 

21In 1849, Cha"e was to help f01Uld tho firct colonial town 
on th e:> OrnI"l68 Ri n.:r -- Ali ,"'!?l J~ o~th. lnfr :t , cl~a ptBI' IV .. 

22Burchcll, ';r •• J. 
(1322) . 

T.:r:' '"lvcl:J ir~ the Int:"'l:rior of South Af.:-ico. 
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disconcer ted but joined eood - humouredly in the chorus , request:·ng 

afterwards as some recompense a little tobacco '. To Chase the 

Hottentots appeared to have no religion ,23 but tc have a lI'eal th 

of folk-tales. His attitude to the missionaries about this is 

significantly patronising: ' the Missionaries fondly fa..'1cy they 

can r ecognise in [these tales] some fai!lt traces of the stcri es 

found i n the Old Testament: as that of Sampson etc., by which they 

suppose they have formerly professed the doctri!les of Judaism if 

not of Christiar~ty'. On the whole, Chase believed that the 

Koranna offered little opportunity to traders, largely because of 

the 'indolence and imbecility' which he attributed to than, 24 

Chase travelled to Griqua.town, the seat of the Gover=ent 

.Agent , John Melville,25 where he encountered Bechuana and Grigya.. 

He formed a poor opinion of th" latter, but believed the Bechuana 

might be useful trading partners . C'hase believed that the Gr iqu8. 

were generally yery poor - he had met 'ml:i two who had succeeded 

in acguiring any wealth -- but he we.s surprised to find that ill 

spite of the i r poverty they Vlere very proud, and would not 'descend 

to offices ' they c;onsidered to be ' menial and the peculiar province 

of black people '. According to J.S. Marai2 , 26 ' The Griquas 

werc very proue. of the white blood i!l their veins . It made them in 

their own opinion, .superior to the pm"e nativC's around ·~neru. 1 Chase 

23l!'or a di~cussi on cf th<; 1:'eligi on of the Hottent ;,Yts, SGe 
I. SchaJ>:;ra, The Kb.c·j ~· D.n FeqTllcs ()f South Africa , Buz}:l.2:!o..; !J. 9ncl 
Hottentots, Cha"ter XIII, pp. 357··399 . 

24SA " 1 9 10 ,. C t.;1 ... ~. 4~:J. 

25ril-;lville ',7uD GovcrniJ!en t; Ag2Ylt at Griqua T::Y,rn, 18?2-J.826. 

26 . 
J . S. f.13.ralD , The C3.pC~ Col (lured I'2oDl.?. , p. 45 . 



7 

acknowledged that the Griqua had a 'worth:' preacher ' to teach them 

about the Gospel, but regrett~d that they were not taught practical 

',kills as well . He was aware of an a tIDos phere of social de cay in 

the settlements of Griquatown, Campbell, Ramah and Dan:ial' s Kuil. 

For this Chase blamed the Colonial Government and its agent, 

Melville , who sup~orted the authority of the 'upstart Waterboer',27 

despite the fact that his ri~als Adam Kok
28 

and Barend Barends29 

had many followers . At the time of Chase ' s visit, Kok and Bar"nds 

were awaiting the arrival of A..YJ.dries Stockenstrom,30 whose ad\'ice 

'hey respected because of his 'long- experienced kindness and know-

ledge of their affairs' . In his capacity as landdrost of Graaff-

Reinet , Stockenstrom had no doubt issued Chase with his trading 

licencG, and Chase later wrote to him from Griquatown , describing 

the conditions there . Stockens tram quoted Chase ' s comments in a 

letter to the Colonial Office , and wrote , 'I give an extract from 

a letter .•• from Mr Chase .. .• to show that my ideas about the state 

of that country are not peculiar to myself , and as Mr C. does not 

know them, he CaILYJ.ot be biassed by them; :,e says : "There exists 

27Andri es Waterboer , a mi,sion teacher , was elected captain 
01 chief of the G-riqua at Griquatown in 1820. 

28 Adam Kok II, a Griqua captain, left Griquatown and moved 
to Campbell in about 1820. 

29 Barend Barends , another Griqua captain, settled at Daniel ' s 
Kuil about 1820. 

3°Andries Stockeru'trom (1792-1864) was Landdrost of Graaff­
Reinet 1815- 1828; COmmissioner- General for the Eastern Districts 
1 828-1833; gave ev:i.dence before the Aborigines ' Committee in 1835; 
was appointed Lieutenant- Governor of the Eastern Cape in 1836 , 
was dismissed in 1839 and given a baronetcy and a pensi( ,I in 1840. 
He commanded a burgher for ee in the Frontier r;:lr of 1846 . In 1850 
he gained a majority of votes in tho East·ern Cape in the 'u.:.l0ffirir..l 
election ' . He represented the Eastern Capo in the ' unofficial 
Council between 1(353 and 1856 . He died in England in 1864 . 
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muc:l clissa tisf?ction among the inr..abi tants , which from the me:;sures 

at present adopting to force submission to the new captaip~ is 

likely to be increased . II ,31 Chase informed his readers that the 

Griqua no longer trusted th" missionaries , as they were believed to 

b e government spies, so any good they might once have achieved had 

now been undermined. He supported this claim by describi.ng the 

iisinte[lI'ation of the station at Ramah , which had been financed by 

those whom he called ' the pi ous but gulled John Bull' • Chase 

regretted that the ' over jealous friends of the Cape Hottentots! had 

not been with him during his visit to the Griq ua, 32 as they w mId 

have seen the many defects in the Hottentots ' 'natural character' , 

and could no longer blame the bad example of the whites , nor the 

oppre ssive laws of the Colony for what Chase termed the ' acknor/ledgc" 

viciousness' of the Hottentots . 

Chase then di scussed the origins of trade between the GX'iqua 

and the colonis<;s . He described how the missionaries an<' later the 

Government Agent had issued permits allowing t..he Gri qua to enter the 

Colony in order to trade . This metilOd was unsatisfactory , so fairs 

were arranged to regulate trade more efficiently, but Chase alleged 

thp. t these f air:': were also unsuccessful. In fact, feirs were held 

a t Beaufort :Ln 1819 and 1820, and Dr Ffl.ilip33 claimed that thc v were 

'4 
successful . .J · J . s. ".:ar:1is pOin-i;s out that lan-abiding Griqua carried 

31Ki b Cll 137 r y, ~('\se , p. . 

:52 The tt.rIllS tGriqua T and 'Hottentot' seem to be u.:Jed j.!1.t<3r-

change'ibly herE' . 

33])r John Pnilip (1777- 1851 ) \', a ", Supcrintc~ldcnt of ·:.hc Londen 
1/[is810n::tY';)' Society I r' m:1.:;si :>ns at tho:> C ~I-e . He \,,0.8 bl::uned b;:/ r an.y 
col onist3 for th .. ; r'" :::::- :-""' S8 c~· Ordinance 50 1 and (.' ·~~ G vn})opu.lnr· \ti .I..;:n 
many for champiom.r'L; tL r~ ri[;:1t::.. of th,~ "ol::.lcJm. lIe '.';rot c 1~l:::J2'l r'c:h" :J 

in ~outh .;~U:l':i.~~ · ... hi-c·n ·::~. S r "l.b}.i:-:h8rl in l(·;:?U . 

:AJ. . h r- 69 I.C,JC[.1.rl' C:':' , .1, p . -" ' . 
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passes a."ld traded only at the Bcaillort fairs , while a!l illegal 

trade flouri shed between the Boers and the Bergenaars , 35 who provided 

0;6 
the whi tos with cncen , in exchange for guns and brandy. ~ The 

proclamation of January 27, 18253 7 had a l tered the situation again, 

but Chase ccmplained that its speci r i c r eference to Gri qua t rade 

had been misleading . Many traders i n the Colony had believed, on 

the strength of the pr ocla:rne.tion , that a journey to Gri quaGown would 

bring them great profi ts , while i n :'act only one or two o:f the 

earliest in the market had found t.':le long journey worthwhile . 

I vory was the only COIIlIUodi ty w,)rth bu~"ing from the Griqua and even 

this was i n short supply, becf\lwe personal rivalries between their 

lea.ders had prevented t 'lem from going on t.':lei r annual i vory hun"t for 

two consecutive years . Cha.se also claimed that trade was hemp",,,ed 

by the Gove!'nment l.gent's prohibition or dealings with the Bergenaars , 

even ,".'hile man:; of j',"aterboer ' s men were aViay on commar:.do . Chase 

concluded that the Griqua . ",uld never improve merely as a r esult of 

missj.C1."lary endeavour : ' Coercion must be employed to reduce them to 

habi t;, of obedience and order '. He believed that they would improve 

rapidlj' if they were included in the Colony, but t':li3 solution was 

unacceptable, as it would not be in the interests of tr.e colonj sts 

to extend the ' already extensive boundaries ,. ?8 

This early piece of wri tirlES by Chase reveals his atti tude 

35The Bergenaars were a band of Griqua \'Ih::> e ::: tab1ished theLI­
selves in the Lanceberg and lived on the p.roceeJs of p: .uncler . 

36cape Colcurcu Pe onl e , p . )9 . 

)'( 
Supra, p . 3. 

38 The articlec C l}£l.:~l3.Ti,~ t2d above appe::...rcu in 8A.C1\., l2.10. 25 ; 
19.10. 25 ; ;~ .J.l.2 5 ; 19 . 11 . 25 ; 16.11. 25 and 2 :l . 11.~' 5. 
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toward various matters which a r e dealt wi'~h in more detail in his 

later work, for example the Portuguese settlement on the south-

aast coast of }~rir.a. Like many others, Chase realised that 

immense pI'ofi ts would be reaped by the Colony if Brita:.n gained 

c antrol of the trade in this strategic area,39 which accmmts for 

his later attempts to encourage the annexation of Natal . 40 

Ano~~er issue on which he w&s frequently to comment was the Tole 

of missionaries among the blacks: his contention that they should 

teach useful skills and not merely ' theolOgical tenets ' , probably 

:Zound considerable support among his felloH- colonists, but his 

charge that the missionaries had in no way improved the ' moral 

character' of the Griqua met wi~'l an outspoken rebuke from a doughty 

adversary : Dr JOhrl Philip . 

In a long and biting letter to the South Afri cen Commerc:Lal 

Advertiser,41 Thili,p attacked ' Evitas ' as 'either a prejudiced or 

an incompetent judge' . He countered ~nase ' s criticisms by COffi-

paring the savage state of the Griqua in 180042 with their more 

c i vilized habits of 1825 . Thilip had travelled to Griquatown in 

August 1825 and had personally seen the signs of improvement . He 

croVlllpd his argument by describi ng how a missionary had persuaded 

~~e Namaqlca chief, ChriGtian Afrikaner - , who was also k..")own as 

39 f .~ V T L . , H~' ht ,~. c .. ; I_ ~ • uac.t~son- ' -G ,i<.Ju.ropE.:8.n 
a Study of' Inter!:'). cion, 1 RelattonG en 
1 796·-JB4 5, rp. 18'/-217, p ::;s im. 

40Infra , Ch::'ptOTS II D..'1d VII. 

41SLCA , 30 . 11 . 25 a ni! 7.12.25 . 

PO'."Icrs and ;;ol).th-E~st Afr:i c~ ~ 

the Soutn-L;a:-:l t Coast C'1~ _ r'. "ica 

42mhi c-, "",( ·~p· ·· ,"Y'··- · ·'·'''' apr "' ..... · "' -1 1 ..... ·" -1 " ' C" ' !lee 'n Sout'- ' i·T>-: ... · .. l .L . OJ '.,., ~ .l:'" • • ~ l ~,( 1 '- ..: .• ~ • . (' I;;( .'-" vl..:: r in 1 · :> o:. ~~.c _ ., ..... J.. • ·I l. ...-1. .... i.'.r .... 

(Vol . IJ.:, p .. 56 ).. J.Sc ~ r!al'D,i8 uclJ.c·vc.J tn7..t l'~ril:i. p c:xe.cgErute cJ. - t he 
~ ormer v/i~~dY10"'S cf t :;:·-; Grj.qu:"l. (lIllIe CU.r8 . COl £?U:C I..;] I' :01.1] ~, p. :::'14 .. ) .. 
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Jager Afrikaner -- to abandon his ,war- like ways .43 Ti>.i s , fuili P 

argued, had saved the north-west and perhaps even in turn the eastern 

frontier, from attack by the Namaqua raiders . He believed that 

missionaries had certainJy made the i~terior safe for white travellers 

such as ' Evi tas ' • This letter must have angered Chase : it pro~ably 

helps explain the m~r bitter attacks he subsequently made on the 

Lcndon Missi onary Society and those associated with it. 

There was a gap in the articles at the end of 1825, but in 

the Advertiser of January 11, 1826, the series was resumed . Before 

continuing his narrative , Chase commented on thc letter of a 

' morbidly sensitive friend of Missions ' (Dr Philip), who had 

questioned his state::::::J.ents about the Griqua , and aS31Ted J;he Editor 

of oheir 'general accuracy' . He also undertook to give due c,-'edit 

t o those missionaries whose f ine work deserved praise. Somq fourteen 

articles appeared in due course between January and November , 1826, 

in which were detailed accounts of the Bechuana a.'lG. :Ous>'len . There 

were , as promised , favourable comments on the work of Robert MOffat44 

at Kuruman . The general conclusion drawn by Cho.se was that the 

prospects of trade among the Griqua were poor, but that the Bechuana 

t::ade held out some promise . 

Having ga.ined some experience of f8.rJ!ling and trading, Chase 

had entered the government service in July, 1825, as Accountant in 

the district of Albany .45 He had hoped for a better post, -but 

43cf . Robert Moffat , M:Ls:donar.r I)I.'J.bours r.~ Scenes in SmJ.+harn 
Africa, pp . 83- 84 . 

44Robert Moffat (18) 7-1870), famous Chri::.tian missionary \/ho 
established the !'ussion s-I,t.'}.tion at Kucuman. 

45 C.O. 4402 No. 54 . 
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nO'ii.1inc else was then available. 'Late in 1825 Sir Richard Placket 46 

o:Zf€rcd Chase the position o~ Vendue Master in the Nbany district, 

on condition that he prcvided 'u.l1exceptionable' securities. 47 

Chase submitted the nameG of thirteen people, but these were ref=ed, 

apparently bacause they were too numerous. During 1826 he wrote 

several lette:cs in connection with his application for t.he Vendue 

Mastership, which are interesting as an indication both of Chasers 

tenaci ty and the working of the Colonial Office , so are 'luoted 

extensi vely. 

In February, 1826, Chase wrote to Plasket that it seemed 'fate 

and ncce3si t y had arra"'ed the!l13el ves' to prevent him from bec omi,ng 

Vendue J;~aster iI'. Albany. !Ie feared that he wouJ_d b~ denied a 

sit .1ati cLYl which he was confident he 'could fj.ll with credit and 

fideli'cy', and which 'with the advantageous alteration said to be 

awaiting the district,48 would eventually prove very lucrative. 

He continued: 'Ai 'ter the expectati0l1s I have naturally /ormed, a.nd 

my probable occupation of the vacant office being t{,e subject of 

general conversation, I must confess failure will be atteI'.ded with 

considerable pain to LJ.~lself, and, I am vain e::c .. ough to belj_eve, 

49 8.l'noyance to the IJ8.nddrost, whose good opinicn my exertions to 

obtain have , I be~.i8ve, been crowned with success t c 

Chase was S1J.re that ?lasket; who had al:ready shown such £reat 

46 SeC!ret::lry to th . .: Gove~n..;Tncnt 1822 - 1827 . 

47C• O. 293 No . 19. 

48Thi :::: prc,,:u!J,'-'.bl:,/ X"f' .l':'crs to the hope the:. t tl-::'e Eas tern Cape 
woulC:i be c;i"Icm :: C·k 2 l· o.L;: c:: 10(:a1 aui:;hiJI'i ty ~ ;::'1 'eh e ~;t:('0{.c t.h of the 
rC!lort o:r Co[.:!,ir; .J lon(;X'8 !,: .. G. Cc;l(!bro,)~ · ' :i.nU J. T. 13i5c:e ~ 
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ldndness to himself , 1 an almost :f~iendless h"'Lrnigrant t, would 

continue to help him . He had not quite despaired of becoming 

Vendue Master and ,"Iould attempt to f i nd satisfactory securi ty 

e l sewhere . 50 

In May , 1826 , the issue of the appointment stil l unsettled , 

Chase wrote again to the Secretary to the Gover!'.ment , because an 

a t tack on the Landdrost of Somer set had appeared in the Advertiser, 

and its authorship had been imputed to Chase ; he wished t o assure 

Plasket that t his charge was ' f~lse and mali cious , • 51 

In the following September Chase wrote yet again to Plasket , 

'I find by Major Dundas and the general report here , that Major 

Pigot52 has applied for the vacant seat of Vendue Ma..:ter of the 

Dis<.cict , which I had almost he,ped would have been gj.ven to me . .•• 

The very trifling salary here, and the great expense of I i v-'.ng in 

this town , naturally make me parti cularly anxious to pr ocure some-

t hill-{'; of more 8iDolument than is furnished by my present ,,-ppoi ntment , 

and I must confess that i ts rank is a comiderable objection agai nst 

it .... I n ·sending down my securities in ~~e form I did , I thought 

that I had consulted the greater security of Government by offering 

a ' .drger sum than that required , and dividing it a..'llong so many 

persons , and Major Dundas himself approved of the method . • . • If 

however that cannot be admitted and i t is not too late , I beg to 

offer any tv/o persons or. the list transmitted at that time by the 

50C•O• 293, Eo • . 1.3 . 

51C. O• 293, no . 1 32 . 

52Mt?jor Geo.:'~e Plgot , 1820 settler. Ir. 1['20 he was appoj.nted 
A;.;cistant I.:n. ~i;.:;trClt~ fo~ Gral:',;.l!Q ;~· !.rO'.vn . III 1824 hf! v~as n melO.l..:c:r ()f 
the conuni ttee of t.ho Di:J tr€88Cd SJt:tJ.er3 1 P'unu . 
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La...'ldiirost in solidcn:!, and I consider (without attemptu lg to thrOVI 

any difficulty in the vlay of tile Ge"tleman who has also appli ed ) 

that my lmowlcdge of Business . and my being able to gi ve my own 

personal and undivided attention to the office , [ I'/ill emmreJ that 

the Government would be as wel l secured ill the due per formance of 

i ts duti es as by the appointment of any other person ' . 53 

Chase's next letter followed wi thin a Iaonth . He w"-nted to 

tel l Plasket that if the Vendue Mastership Vlere unattainable, he 

WGuld ' gladly forego the acceptnnce of an off'ice of such great 

r esponsi bility for one of less profit but of at least equal rank '. 

He had heard that there Vias :.ikel y to be an opening for a Chief 

Magistrate in the Suo- Dros~c1y o:r Beaufort, and would like to appl y 

for that Position. 54 As it turned out , Chase did not haVe to 

worry about this new applicatj on , because in October he heard . that 

h e had b een appointed Vendue Master after all , and so he sent his 

' warmest acknO',:leclgements' to Plasket for his great kincln0ss . 

There Vias still so:ne insecurity , because his neVi office was likely 

t o be abolished fairly soon . Chase trusted that if he ca.rri c;d 

out his duties cGnscientiously , Plasket would help him fmd some 

other apPoint"oent when the time came. 55 The frank use of in'~luence 

and importunity rcflected in this correspondence does n ot in'licate 

that Cha se Vias a.:'l unprL"lcipled place- seeker : his reethod of finding 

a position was Im'gely in conforrni t ;l' with convention - so likewise 

t he ~)onderously obsequious prose . 

{3C• o. 293, lIo . 222. 

54C• o. 293 , ro . 239. 

55c.o. 293, lTo . 2~O. 
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Graham ' s Town , the '1tIetrop'Jl is ' of ,he Eastern Cape , must have 

provided Chase with considerable interest and e.'Oltertainment , wi th 

".ts mixed and changing frontier population . A series of letters 

appeared in the Commercial Advertiser during 1826 and ]827 , des -

cribing the Eastern Cape , B-'ld Graham ' s Town in particular , frol'l the 

point of view of a visi tor from Cape TOVin . They were signed 

' Bri tannicus ' - a nom de pl.llIle frequently used by Chase , a.nd are 

. . 56 
clearly his work . He was obviously involved in the social life 

of the little tovrn, but sometimes he felt cut off from his family 

and friends in England. Late in November , 1826 , he wrote to h i s 

uncle , James Sharpe , who lived in London , ' ... in this remote corner 

of the world, where although I may form a cquaintances a'ld connexions , 

friendships are out of the questi("" the attentions of a relative , 

distant even as you are , I find consolatory '. 57 He was more 

cheel'ful when rlri tir~ in Decembe:::- 1827. He explained that althot'gh 

his office of Vendue Master 'vas to 'oe abolisr,~d at the end of that 

year, h e had done extremely well and was hoping for another lucrative 

position. He had alr eady declined the position of Justice of the 

Peace for Gr3ham ' s Town, as the s alary of £100 per annum was too 

small . He continued , ' I am trY:;.'lg all my influence and interest 

for that cf Guardian of Slaves for the Ea ::c ter n Province, the emolu.-

ments of .. :hich are £400 a year . Luckily I have got the interest 

of the CO.mnissioner General,58 the Civil C O:JUni~sioner, 59 the 

56 cf . l etter Chase ·~o l!'airbairr.., dated 
(Fa j.rbairn CorrcG :9c~d..;ncc , Africana Li brar;j ·, 
Library, Cape TOYffi.) 

GrahllllWtO',r£l 1.10 . 26 . 
SQuth A:frican 

(Letter in POSS2SS .on of 
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60 
Sc~retary of the Government, and several othe!:'s, and !lave no 

doubt of getting s omething between £150 and £300 a year - you see, 

I have not done badly by emigration!' CClIDlI!enting 011 the c~langes 

about to be made in the ~'.dministration of the Colony, he 6xul tant1y 

claimed, ' We Settlers -- and I say it proudly -- have done this 1 •
61 

He probabl"' meant the Charter of Justice and the LanguaCe Ordinance, 

and clearly did not subsume Ordinance 50 in his claim t~lat all the 

impending ch2.nees were the product of settler pressures. Here, 

however, is the emergence of one of the credos which most settlers 

came to accept. 

At the end of 1827 when the office of Vendue Master 'r:as 

abolished , Chase became secretary to the Albany Mutual Assura..uce 

COli.;oany,62 but this was only a stop-gap l.mtil he v'as again apPOinted 

to a suitable post in the government service . 63 In July, 1828, 

he became agent for the Board of Orphan Masters in the dish'i.ct of 

Albany,64 a post he held , except for a short break duril"..g 1829, 65 

until the end of 1830, Chase co,.,tinued to take a great interest 

in exploration, a..l1d bega..l1 preparing an account of all the expeditions 

that had been made northwards and eastwardc of the colonial bo~der . 

H,:, became the agent for two travellers , Dr Alex:lllder Cowie ar.d 

60Sir Richard Plasket. 

61chase to J . Sharpe ( 15.12.27 (Afrj,CELl1a Librar'J, 
African Libr<.1r:l , CLpe Town). 

62j , J' Tlors e -· one.s ~ E., Lo~~ Alb::my ChrOnicle, II, p. 19. 

South 

63Chasc I R name rem:-.iin,=d on t.na list of C:1rdidates for govern­
llJ.ent pos ts . c . o~ ":: ·1·02 , No . 5!p 

G<' rC . O. ~ ,~.O~, ~I(). 5.4 . 

65Hiz apPoJ..ntnlr:rlt 
(0.0. 4402, ~Jo> ~; :). 

was 



17 

Benjamin Green, who set off from Albany on a trading expedition to 

Delagoa Bay in 1828 . The two men reached their destination, but 

in 1829 died on their return j~urney . A Hottentot servant carried 

their pe,pers to H. F . Fynn66 a t Port Natal, and the preciOUS information 

was eventually sent to Chase, as the agent of the dead .men . 57 The 

notes about the journey to Delagoa Bay were inadequate : Chase 

required more information ~or his proposed article on exploration, 

and wrote to Fynn , enclosing a v ery comprehensive questionnaire to 

help elicit the details he SOUght.
68 

There is also evidenG e that, 

several years later , Fynn entrusted Chase with the manuscript of 

his own account of Port NataL 69 

The reporto describir:g hoVi Cowie and Green had died, which 

appeared in the Advertiser in September and November , 1829, wer" 

probably supplied by Cha se,70 but his relation3 with Fairbairn were 

by this time becoming strained . The Albany settlers, as early as 

1826 , had criticised the ;,"vertiser for paying too little heed to 

' cattle depredations' on the frontier. In August, 1829 , Fairbaj.rn 

accused his ccrrespondents in the Eastern Distr~cts of unreliability, 

66Henry Francis Fynn (1803- 1861). Arrived at Port Nata'. in 
1 824 , and be came f riondly Vii th ,{ha l:a. Left Ha tal j.n 1834, ana was 
interpreter 'for D'Urban during the Sixth Frontier War . From 1837 
t o 1849 he was diplomatic agent at Tarka Post, and from 1849 to 
1852 Vias }3ri tj.Dh Resident at the Kraal of Faku , the Mpcndo . ill 
1852 he be came As sistant Magistrate at Pietel'maritzbuc~, and in ~~e 
name year eo..ve evidence before t..l-),e Nat~ Natiye .Ai'fair::; Ccr.:..:nis::ion . 
In 1856 h c becR'lle ReE:l.dent IJa"istrate at Lower 1.im..1camazi., ont re tired 
'beca"l.lSe of ill-he:J.lth . His notes on his experiences in !Iatal wer'e 
run01'lg the sOW'cos Cha.:: c usc-e. for lJatal F2pc rs . 

67Ki'rby, Ch 138 , asc , p. • 

eEl 
, i bi d ., p. 139. 

6" 'ibid. , pp. 157-8. 

70 ' b'd l ~ .. , p .. 138 . 
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as their various reports were frequently contradi ctory .71 Atainst 

this background , in April 1830, the first i ssue of the Zuid 

Afrikaan appeared , claiming t:lat it intended to present only the 

truth and to promote unity between the Dutch and English colonists , 

but at the same time impl yi,lg its opposi ti on to the Advertiser . 

Soon its editor ial and correspondence columns carried frequent 

attacks on Dr Philip and " ohn Fairbairn who , early i n 1830, had 

visited the Eastern Districts , where much resentment had been 

aroused by Fairbairn's claim that there was a state of ' profound 

peace' on the frontier. 72 Mc.o.1Y of these attacks came from the 

Eastern Cape, amongst them a succession of three letters which 

appeared on August 20 , DeceL1ber 3 and :cIecember 17, all bearing the 

nom de plume 'XY ' . The first two dealt with cattle theft and the 

third with vagrancy. The style , the point of view and the insist-

ence on the need for statistics , suggest the identification of 'XY' 

with J.,C. Chase, and thh :.s further supported by the fact that on 

the microfilm copy of the Zuid Afrikaan of December 17, 1830 , in 

the South African J..:i.brary, Cape Town , the initials ' J.C .C.! are 

written next to 'XY' ' s letter on vagrancy . 

I n the Zuid Afrikaan of .l\ugudt 20, 'XY' accused Philip and 

Fairbairn of spr0adins false information about conditions on the 

frontier . Notwithstanding the Advertiser ' s claims to the contrary, 

' XY ' argued that the frontier farmers were the innocent victims of 

numerous Y~osa and Hottentot stock thieves . On December 3, another 

letter from ')[£' appeared, in which he again discussed stock- theft , 

urginG that details of losses be made public . He argued that i f 

71 Frye, J., pp. 9- 10 . 

72'b'd 21 24 l l ., pp . - _ • 
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the British Parliament realised how seriolls the frontier situation 

was, they would give the colonists sui table authority to deal with 

-ne new evil which had recently sprung up . This was clearly a 

r eference t o the alleged increase in 'cattle depredati~~s' on the 

fronti .er since Ordinan(!e 50 of 1828 had removed r estrictions on the 

movement of ' free persons of colo~ '. 'lrf' believed that the 

increased cri me rate could b~ prQved if individual colonists would 

declare under oath what their losses had been during the two years 

b efere and the two years after the passage of Ordi nance 50 . 73 

The third letter from 'XY' , which appeared on Decen:ber 17 , 

concerned the demands of frD-'ltier wl1..i tes for ' Vagrant Laws ', to 

c mmteract the effects of Ordinance 50 . using details of criminal 

convictions o.mClngst the various ricial groups in the Colony, ' XY' 

'Ottempted to prove stat:cstically that the Hottentots produced t he 

l argest pro]Oorti on of crimir,als, despite t heir having been 'deluged 

wi th Missionaries for the last thirty or for '~y years ' . lie 

camplaj.ned of the 'immense quantity ' of livestock that had b8en 

' annually sacrificed to the idle theori ec of visiD-'lary fanatics ' . 

He concluded his letter as follows : ' What right has any man 

to i'iay t o the Colonists, "you sr.all tol erate [ the Hottentots J 
they acee a free people , and have a right to live idle if +ney 

choose" ? Granted, ••. but have they a right to rob us , that tiley 

may live in idleness? You lmow well that the nature of the country 

i s such , that detection i s next to iLlpossible ~ We do not want a 

73In this l,~~tter the reference is to the Fif't~,-eighth 
Ordinance, b'.).t tl:-= co~tf-_xt cak0s it cl(>D.r tr..a \J t .. us i s 8 typogr..J.phical 
error~ nna sholLld read =--if cieth Or<~~.n~"t}ce. Ordinance ~2 wa:; 1 :Cor 
c(ill-!.;intun,::: i.YJ. :_ • ." crcc .l.l"("!til th0 ~13t day 0:' ~ /~ J , 1[:,;29, -l-lw Ord:':".nuflcO 
No. 46, enti tlru "1.11 Ordinance for the FrCl"ii;,:i.Gr3l. ReL'lU8tlen 'If 
.Ba..'1~;:r-upt :-!nd Ir.:~ o17(:!nt .r~; : t[d;c:"J II 1 .. 
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vagrant law for parti cular classes, but for t.'w whole conmuni. t ', ; 

and if the Hottentots are reaHy the indust:::-:Lous people they are 

represented to be, they have l,othing to fear frOl'l any enactments 

directed against idleness. At all events , you have no rlore right 

to i nsist that they . .. shall live at free quarters ffi1 ' the Colony , 

than Charles X and his ministers ha d to insist that tlce French 

nation should r e linquish taeir chartered privileges of elections , 

and forego the use of Newspapers ' -- an interesting if not 

particularly releYD.i1t r eference to Polignac ' s Ordinances . 

ideas are re presentative of those expressed by other ",astern Cape 

correspondents who wrote to the Zuid ,\frikaEL~ . The Ad·rert5 .. s e r a lso 

featured letters cri t i "al d Philip and Fairbairn for defendj.n3 the 

Hottentots , but the Advertiser ' s correspondents ger"erally lackrJ the 

venom v.rhlcb. characte!"ised the Zuid Afrik::lan . During the next few 

years J.C. Chase 'lias to become closely associated with the latter 

newspaper, and the polici~ .:· for which it stooel . 

Frontier poll t i cs by no means mooapolized Chase ' s acti yi ties , 

and the subject of extra-colom,al exploration continued to occupy 

much of his attention . On June 30 , 1830, a paper he he.d prepared 

was read on his behal~ e.t a mee'!;ing of the South Afr ica;]. 

Insti tution in Cape To"rtl, and was later published in the S outil llfrican 

74 
Quarter~ J curnaL The paper described the j ourne)' of Rcbert 

Scoon and Willi.D.m 1.IcLuclcie, 75 t'1I0 ' trading travellers ' whos e journal 

74 S.A. Q •J . , IIo . IV , 1830, pp. 402 - 407. 

75« 1 ~1 d "r L Jr' . , t d ''"1.'11.' k~z1.· l' ~_ l8~'C' , ~'.l'" f1.· '.(' :1 t >, ·C 001 .::0, 1 j , C ue ~_Le VJ. S1. e . 1.:.... u. ..L" - ::7 vi _ _ 

colonists to ':0 so , They told Archbell and ;.;offa~ ,,1;o,·t their 
visit ~ and as a l'esul t of thi '] , the t wo 1.l:Lssionari00 vi3i God 
Mei] ika:;i . 
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76 Chase had manaGed to acquire . During -(.fle latter part of 1830 

t wo events of considerable significance in Chas3 ' s life took place. 

','he first was the <'eat h of his wife , Arabella , on <\ugust 18 , 1830 . 77 

The second concerned his career in the government serv:ce : in order 

to help bring the arrear business of the O.cphan Chamber up to 

78 79 date , h e was t2'ansferred to Cape Town. 

76". , 
.!'&~roy , Chase , p . l~~.l . 

77Mox's e -J'ones; E0 1 JJov;C2:' AJ.bany Chronicle , I I , p ~ Ir4 . 

78
0 0 A' O? 1- -4 • • :-L~ _ , 'l O . ~ • 
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CHA;TEP. II 

CA:PE TOVlN - 1831-1837 

In Cape Town Chase had opportunities both to expand his study 

of geography and to indulge his interest in public affairs. 

Nevertheless these interests did not cause him to neglect his work, 

and bet"lcen 1830 and 1833 he settled more than three hun6.red 

este:tes for the Orphan C"namber . His services then became redlUldant , 

as the Orphan Chamber was to be abol ished in J834. While v/ai ting 

for a new place in the colonial service, Chase looked for temporary 

employment elsewhere, having made sure that his chances of a 

1 
government post would not be pre .iudiced by this step . In the 

Graham's Town Journal of December 26, 1833 there is a reference to 

Chase ' s 'effec'oine a !l'.ortgage' for the Graham's Tovm Ini'Lnt Schoel, 

which suggests that he may have been undergoing some practical 

traininG as a notary, and ir, 1854 he advertifled his services as an 

agent for sheep- farmers who might wish him to buy sheep for them 

2 in Cape Twm . In October, 1834 his hopes were raised by his 

a'9Pointment as Landing SurveyOJ ' of Customs at Table Bay . But this 

appointm,mt was not confirmed by the Colonial Ol'fice, Lond.on, which 

had its O\',n nomtnee, anr. in Kay 1836, Chase was superseded when 

G.]l . Ro·,va..YJ. was JPpointed L:t.ndinc; Surveyor directly from London . 3 

It was to be more t.~an ten years before Chase receiv~d another 

1 
C.O . 4402 , No. 54. 

2GTJ , :L4· . 3 . 3'1" 

3 C.O. 4402, ,. 54 • ... 0 . 
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goverrunent appointment. Meanwhile he pressed for a post in the 

government service in the Eastern cape,4 where he now had a 

c)n:firmed interest, having in 1831 married Maria Damant, the widowed 

heiress of the wealthy Port Elizabeth merchant, Frederick Korsten. 5 

But while on tenterhooks about his prospects, Chase was not 

idle. He tried to turn his iI'.terest in exploration and geography 

to good account. In February, 1831, he wrote to Lord GoderiCh,6 

enclosing a map of · south-east Africa, which he had drawn to illustrate 

an article he was plaranng to write on 'the various Travels from 

tha Colony of the Cape of Good Hope to the Interior of Africa'. He 

offered the map for the use of the Colonial Office, merely asking 

that it afterwards be handed over to an agent in London, whose name 

was not given, but wham Chase woul~ authorise to receive it. While 

not guaranteeing the absolute accuracy of the map, he assured 

Goderich that he had compiled it from original and authentic sources, 

that were in his possession. He also wrote a more personal letter 

to Goderich, quoting Sir Richard Plasket as a referee, and asking 

for a permanent post in the goverrunent service, as his own post was 

due to be abolished.7 He hoped that his ability as a cartographer 

and his knowledge of the Colony, which were demonstrated by the map, 

4H• Hudson to J.C. Chase, 15.11.36. L.G. 624, No. 1. 

5F• Korsten (1772-1839) established indus tries including a 
tamlery, a whale-fishery, salt-beef factory and a sheep farm, near 
Algca Bay. He was well-known for t he hospitality at Jo..is estate, 
Cradock Place. In 1836 be refused nomination to the Legislative 
Council becaus e of poor Leal tho 

6Viscount Goderich, Secretary of State for War a.."ld the Colonies 
Nov. 1830 - April 1833. 

7These l e tters are both quoted by Profe:::sor Kirby. Kirby, 
J~ase, pp. 142-145. -
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wOl'~d win h:im a n appointment. Chase' s hopes , however , remaineu 

unfulfilled, and he received ne i ther an appointment nor payment for 

the map , which was later pirated by the Socie t y for the Dif:'.usion 

8 
of Useful Knowledge , ap:,arently with the connivance of the Colonial 

Office . 9 

Early Cape tonians were fascinated by the discoveries of the 

t raders and explorers who ventured beyond the colonial l order. 

While he was sti ll based in Albany, Chase had already submitted at 

least one papcr on this topic to the South African I nstitution , l O 

and i n 1831 he was elected a full member of this body , having 

presented a paper on the travels of Cowie and Green .
l l 

This account 

had already been published in the South African llirE,"tory for 1830,12 

and during 1831 i t appeared in the South Afric,,-~ Quarterly Journal.1 3 

I n 1832 Chase again made use of the same subje ct in a serie~ of 

articl es on Cowie and Green in the r ecently- establiShed14 Graham I s_ 

1-
Town Journal . :) Public curiosity about the land north cf the C:olon.y 

8The Soc.iety for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge , f(lunded 
by Lord Brougham to publish books at prices wi thin the reach of 
artisans, flourished between 1827 and 1846 . 

9Kirby , Chane , pp . 146-153 . 

10 20 . Supra, p . 

HKi b r y, Chace, p . 138 . 

12This article "lac used by AT.drew Steedman in Wander:,nljs and 
t,dventur~c in the Interior 9f Southern JUrica (18:)5). 

13Kirby , Chac e, p. 138. 

14The firs t i s :;u3 of the Grabau I S To':m J ol),r,,-[\l appeared on 
30 .12 . 31. 

15GTJ , 1.6.32 ; 6.6 . 32; 15 . 6 . 32 ; 22 . 6 . 32 . 
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was increased by the reports of Dr Andrew Smith
16 

on his retur~ 

from Natal in 1832,17 and of Hume and Millen
18 

who r etur::J.ed from 

the north in 1833 . 19 
On Jun-, 5 , 1833 t he Liter'U'y and Scientific 

I nstitution
20 

resal'red that 'an attempt should be made to send a 

Scientific Expedition to those regions (north of the CDlony) with 

the object of elucidating their Geography, the nature of thei r 

Producti ons , and t.':le Advar,tages they may offer to Commerc:Lal 

Enterprise ' . 21 The Institution could not financ e so l arge an 

u ndertaking , 80 it was decided t o invite the public to buy shares in 

the expedition, and sharehal deO"s would be entitled to a proportion 

of any profits which might ~"crue . The fourteen members present 

at the meeting formed a prrnisional comilli ttee to put their plar, into 

operation, and Chase was appointed secretar y . On June 24 a pl';'lic 

22 meeting under the chairmanshi u of the Acting Governor, elected a 

16Dr A. Smith (179'i ,<872 ), English nilitary doctor Uld 
explorer, who lived at the Cape frcm 1820 - 1837. He visited Natal 
in 1832 and led an expedition into the i nterior of Africa 1834-
1836 . cf . Kirby, Smith, I & II, and Kirby , Natal . 

17Kirby , Smith, I, p . 26. 

18Hugh Millen and Da vid Hume , travelling north of Kur=an , 
believe d they reached the Tropic of Capricorn during 1833 . 

19K, b S 'th I 2~ Q r y, IIll.' , , p . , . 

20The Literary SOCiety and the South African Institution were 
amalgamated into the Literary & Scientific Ins'Ci t'"tior, in July, 1832 . 

21Ki rby , Smith, I, p . 27 . 

22Lt . _Co1. T. F . Wade (1784-1846 ), Acting Governor of thlO Cape 
Colcny, 10.8 . 33 - 16.1. ;;4. Hc s;)onpathised with the c110nists on 
the Eaatern FJ.:' ontier , and dr-aft~d a 'VaGrant Act ' , which w88 pi;a.sse.d 
by the Cp.I-e Legislative Cou-",cil but disalloY/ed by the CroVin. In 
1835 hs rcturn~d to Britain and gavo evidence favourabl e to the 
Cape :Lro,',tiersmcn before the Ab oriGine.:; ' Ccmmi ttee . 
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management oommi t-tee for the expe~i -tion, C),ase being among those 

chosen . The Rev . Dr E. J . Burrow
23 

and J . C. Chase were appojnted 

jJint-secretaries of the management committee at its first meet:Lng , 

hel d an June 27 . 

The task of organising t h e expedi tion, which was to be l ed by 

Dr iu1dreVi Smith, involved a great deal of correspondence . Share-

h olders throughout t h e Colony cm1tributed to t he fund , while several 

sci entific or GQnisation3 in England ar.d India were a lso asked to 

, t 24 aSSl S • Professor Kirby mentions SOllle cf the letters wri ttvn by 

C •. lase while he \"las helping to orga.'lise the expedition . Cl1ase 

25 
auccessfully a sked the C·overnor to rem t the sentence of a convicted 

h omicide , Andries BOtha
26 

so that he could accompany Smith's party . 

Other fa.vours Chase helped to secu"'e were the landing of 

' Thilosophical Instruments ' duty free , and permissi-:m to transport 

four hundred pmmds of gunpowder beyond the northern frontier of the 

Col ony . He als o procured aui;hority fOI' Smith , and his second in 

command, captain Willj.am Edie,2 7 to cammandecr horses to draw their 

wagon to Graaff-Reinet from Algoa Bay. Cl1a3e also asked the GovGrnor 

230ther;,ise unidenHfied . A.ccording to the .Q~ of Good Hope 
Alr-.dIl£' c & Am" -9.1 Regj. c t c r for 1854 , a Rev. Dr EurrowE: lived at 

I Hb.rl~ington Houze, neD.!" the Castle '. 

24Kirby , Smith, I , p . 32 . 

25Sir Benj amin D'UI'~an, Goyernor of the Cape Colony , 10.1 . 34 
to 20.1. 38 . He becru"e the hero of the f rontier colorli~ ts for the 
settlement h e maJe after the 1834- 5 rial'. D 'Uroan ' s di smi3sal by 
Glenele; incroased D 'Urb3.l1. T G popularj.ty in the E'1utern Cure . Ho 
rer..::lincd at t h e Cape ill:rt··.l 1846 , whGn he b8c;::m" Co.1IIDa.nc' 8r - ·:ln- Chief 
of the British troops in lTorth AI!l2rica . He cUed :1n ;,:cntI~c.l in 1349 , 
aced 72 . 

26Botha tr~vcll lOd wi til the exp2ui tion but proved '., t roublc­
IJl[lkcr ond eli:d shortly bcfc'-c the p.lrt;· return2d to the Colony . 

27Ed.ic , 8. f:1cldJ (JX' 0:[' vhe 9!3th ROD·imcnt, V: :';'~.J lnjurcd in G. 

.:.h00tin~ accidL'n t in l~ 0'/ J!r~buI' 1834 , ::.md had to )"8 tu:rn to .. the Gol,)ny . 
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to s 'lggest to the Civil Co:nmissioner of Graa:ff- Reinet
28 

that the 

farmers along the L:eeleoe River be encouraged to help tram::port to 

Gri'l.uatown seven loads of wheat, wh:i.ch had been bought for tLe u se 

of the expedition . The GO"ernor agreed to do what he coulc'. about 

th:is, although he pointed out tha~ he could not issue orders to 

farmers settled beyond the colonial boundary . 29 In September, 1833, 

Chase produced a map of southenl Africa, wh:ich Professor {irby 

believes might r.ave been drawn for the use of Smith ' s expedition. 

Kirby comments that , 'Chase's map of 1833 gives one a fair id.ea of 

his capacity both as a geographer and as a cartographer, for it 

clearly shows that he did h:is best to leeep up to date as far' as 

new d;·r.::coverl' ",s \"ere ,ooncerned . ,30 On July 2 1834 ~Tn.;tl· l and 'Hs ~- _. - , ,._ . .,~ 

imroe' liate party left Cape Town on the first stage of their journey. 

While preparations were being made for Smith 's expedit,'.on to 

the north, Chase had become interested iIl another terri tory beyond 

the colonial border, namely Natal. The reports about A-ndre'll Sr-i tll' s 

journey to Natal (1831- 32) had oapt.'lI'ed the attention of the 

merchants of Cape Town and at a meetir~ of the Camoercial Exchange 

towards the end of 1833 , Chase , who belonged to the Exchange , eave 

SOlh2 i~1formation about the possibilities of trade at Port natal. 

Their inteT"st now thoroughly aroused, the comIni ttee of the Excha'1ee 

arranged a special meeting and invited severnl speakeru to COIDe and 

discuss the cOlr.'rlercial development of the couth-east coast . kare¥! 

28 
W. Van Ryneveld. 

29The Zeek()~ River v,,,''' wi'clLtn the 
Griq1).r~, tO'.. !.l via:;; beyond t he Vrant;8 River. 
Atl~:n of South .·\fric::l, p. 10. 

3 °Kirby , Cha~c, pp . 155-156. 

colonial bovnc.nr:,-, but 
E.A. \,'a lkcr; Hi c; tori cal 
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Smith and J .C. Chase, who were i!l fact the only speakers to £.tt('nd, 

gave all the information they cotlid about Natal , and the committee 

decided to hold a public meetin5 to petition the Briti sh Government 

to annex Natal. The draft memorial and resolutions were to be 

31 drawn up by J . B. Ebden, J.C. Chase and the secretary of the 

, 32 
comnuttee , R.W . Eaton . 

On Monday, January 20 1834, the public meeting took place , 

and the advantages of extending British control into Natal \:ere out-

lined i n several motions. Chase seconded Ebden's res olution that 

the annexation of Natal would prevent the ZtLlus from gaining arms 

and ammunition, with I'lhich the:r might threaten the Colony , while 

t he presE'!lce of British 'l.uthuri ty would assist the missionaries in 

their task of conversion. The entire draft memorial was unanimo'lsly 

approved and made available for sigr.a ture at the Commercial Exchange, 

where it was signed by QJle hundred and ninety people. 33 The 

outcome of the memorial was =satisfactary : the Governmenl, appre~iated 

the ' benefits likely to resul t from an exten8:lon of the corrmerce 2.ni 

the general relations of the Colony' , but ' in the present state of 

the finances of t he Cape , any additional expense for the €' 3tablish-

',4 
IIlcnt of a neVil Settlement would be hiGhly inconvel'ti.ent I. '" Chr.se 

31 J .B. Eloden (1787,-1873) , arrived in Cape TO'IIll 1806. In 18)0 
became cOImni t ""ec member of Comr1el"'cial Exchange . In 185) was 
chairman of' Anti Convict AssociatiCl.'1, and i:" 1854 was I':r'c:::idcr.t of 
the Cr.pe of Good Hope Bank and a. member of the J,egislative Council. 

32RiduiIU Webb'-' r Eaton, a partner in a fir of 'Arli;.tratorc , 
General J3ro~:'''):C ·3 anc! AccO". .. ur~ant:..: ' • 

33.-. b 1- t 1 , .. or y , ,a a_, pp. 145-151, V'iherc the Ij.st of Sie)13.torics to 
t.he mCJ:;or iQl is pr·iJltcd . 

3
J
Ai :r'by, Natal. , p. 176, an<l. Ifo.tal :',lpcr~: , 1' . 38. 
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· , 

later commented, ' Natal remained sub ject to all those irregularities 

which mm'k canrnunities of men unrestrained by law in the vicinity of 

savages, who know no control to [ their ] passions' . 35 

While the expedition to explorp. central Africa was being 

plan..1ed, and while Smith and his fe llow explorers were away , Chase 

helped maintain public interest in the undertaking by publishing 

sever al articles on Af rican exploration . During the first six 

months of 1834 a series 01). which he had been working for some time 

was published in the South Afri~an ~larterly Journal , 36 entitled, 

' Progress and present state of Geographical Discovery in the African 

Continent, made from the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope'. A series 

of five articles descri bed the succession of journeys into the 

interi or from the time of Van Ri ebeeck onwards . Chase was clear_' y 

very well- i.1rtormed and Widely- read . His method was not very 

sch olarly for he wrote, eve~ of the early authors , rather casually , 

as if they were old fri ends . He gave neither the titles nor the 

dates of books referred to , 3 7 but he was writing for a live audience , 

very much on t he 'lui vive about the unknown interior. He drew 

widely on contemporary sources : he knew A.G . llain38 and H . P . Fynn 

35Natal Papers, p . 38 . 

36s .A.Q•J . , Second Series , January to March , 1 834 , Parts 1 , 
2 and 3 , and April to Jhne , 1834, Parts 1 and 2 . 

3 7 See Appendix A, infra, for sane aut-lctors referred to by Chase , 
and the works by them then available in Cape Town. 

38A •G• Bain (1797- 1865 ). Settled at the Cape in 1816 . 
1825 visited KurumGJl with B. Y-ift, and travelled with J . Biddulph 
to Bechu~laland i n 1026 and to Pond oland in 1829 . In 1834 fai l ed 
in an attempt to ree.ell Molopo River . Commanded Tyumie Ri""r Post 
in 1834- 5 frontier 1" • .11' . In 1837 becD-me supervisor in ROj 3.1 Engineers 
and directed construci-ion of yn.rious rrri.li tary roads in the Colony . 
Was 8!1 able amateur geologi3"G . cf. Th'2 Journals of Andrew Geddes E3.in 
ed. Nt . H. Lister, V.R . S . 30 . ' 
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and had been e!l trusted with the l?,ttcr' s notes on Natal,39 and it 

is highly probable he knew Thomas Pringle 40 who had ' ghosted ' George 

T'wmps on's Travels & Adventures in Southern Africa which was 

published in 1827 . 41 He had also gained access to the trav ,l records 

of J ohn BiddulPh , 42 Cowie and Green, and Scoon w.d McLuckie . 43 

The approach of Chase Vias neither critical nor analytical but he we.s 

certainly a good publicist. :{aving outlined the history of 

exploration of the south- east coast of Afri ca, he commented that, 

thaPJ<s to the many colonial traders who had ' now traversed almost 

every part of Caffreland', and to Dr ,lndreVi Srn.:i.th, ' who had made 

' 1 scientific journey to Natal in 1832', the public bad acquired 

fa tolerably well-defined knowledge of the ••• geography of the 

'f' C t · ~,44 _"1. rJ.can on lnen L: • He then di,-cussed the geography and 

population of the area adjacent to the south- east coast, and 

completed his paper with a short account of the Portuguese possessions 

in Africa . 

39 Supra, p . 17. 

40Thomas Prine1e (1'789- 1834) 1820 settler. Moved to Cape 
,"own in 1 822 , and \'Ias joined by r';'s friend John Fairbairn 1..'1 1823 . 
Pringle's association with the eaL'ly cape press led him to clash 
Vii th t~e Governor . In 1826 he left the Colony. Best l:!lO';;n as a 
wri ter, he was lUlpopular in the Eaotern Cc.pe, because :b.i8 i dea3 
were idcntiHed with thoce of fr.ilip and Fairbail'n. 

41Fryc , p. 15 . (Quoted from D. Godfrey, The EndlLL"lteci Door; 
a Discourcc on Afrj.can:l book collection, p . 125 .) 

42 J. Biliaulph (1797- 1837) 1820 8ettle~' . ~'ru.vellea I'j, th nair. 
in. 1826 and 1829. L'1 183:J travelled to llatal wi th James Collis . 

43K" Ch 1'" J.roy, aoe , p. 4 ....... . 

44 S.A.Q.J., Second Se"ies , Apr5.l-June 1(33 ;. . Ittrt I, p . 195. 
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In the GT'''hal'l's Town Jour'nalof lTCl'rember 13 , 1834, t..l1e~·e 

appeared a report on Dr Smith ' s progress, signed bJ' J . C. Chase , as 

Secretary to the Committee of Management of the Association for 

Expl oring Central Africa. A report written by Smith from 

Ihil ippolis on ::lee ember 23, ~.834 , was submitted by Chase to the 

cape of Good Hope I~terory Gazette and appeared i n January 1835. 45 

The detailc of Smith ' s report also appeared in the Graham ' s Tow11 

Journal of January 23, 1835 , quoted from ' a letter addressed by 

r.lr Chase to the Editor 46 of this Paper '. In December , 1834, Bain 

had sent Chase an account of his own j.ll- fated journey to thl 

r.~olopo River. Knowing of Chase ' s comlection with 8mi th ' s expediti on 

Bain believed ChaS8 wOlD.d be glad to learn more about a region 

, 47 through which Sm th il pal·ty might pass. 'i'his letter was pl.lblisr_ed 

. 183" 48 in the Cape of Good Hone LiterarLGazette LYl _. " In the same 

issue of the Gazette49 appeared an article entitled ' the Late Cafire 

Trade; Ori£,:in, "Progress & Effect of the Trading InterCOll' "e with the 

llati ve Tri hes surroundiIl..g the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope I , in 

which Chase described the trade witb. the Xhosa, which h'lc1 at tr.at 

stage belm sUGpended by the frontier war of 1834-J.835 . The arti cle 

45Kirby, Smith, I, p . 45 . 

46Rob~rt Godlonton (1794-1884), 1820 settler , ne'llSp3pc,-mt?..E 
and poli ticiun. He and ChaEe were friends aDd ccoper!J.t ed clc'7lely 
in tJle cau .. ") c (of the Eas tern Cape , and corre:::ponc1eu \'!i th ea:..~h other 
tmtil shortly uefore Chane I s death. 

49. b' • :.. :r.o.. 
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was based on one written by Chase fqr the South African Alman~c for 

1830,50 but included some additional infonnation . During 1834 and 

1835 ~nase was also working on a map of the 'Eastern Frontier of 

the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, invaded by the Caffre tribes 

in December 1834 ••• ' . The map , wr~ch was dedicated tO ,Sir 

Benjamin D ' Urban, was published in London in 1836, and a second, 

slightly revised edition, appeared in 1838 .51 

Dr Smith's party returned from the interior early in 1836. 

In March that year the Cape of Good Hope Association for Exploring 

Central Africa met to hear Smith's report,52 and resolved to 'lect 

a new management corr~ittee to di spose of the massive collection of 

interesting objects brou~~t back by Smith . 53 Chase w?s re- elected 

secre+,ary to the committee, and in September , 1836, he helped 

arrange for part of the collection to be sent to London54 for 

exhibition in the ' Egyptian Hall , Piccadilly ,. 55 

Professor Kirby supposed that there was friction b ,,',ween Chase 

and Smith . This he believed was suggested by the comments of Chase 

50 'b 'd ~ ~ . (South African Almanac 1830, pp . 255- 260.) 

5~rby, Chase , p . 150. 

52The ' Report of the Expedition for exploring Central Africa 
from the Cape of Good Hope, June 23, 1834, under the superintendence 
of Dr A. Smith' was published for the 'Subscribers only I in 1836 . 
S.A. Pamphlets, Vol. I, Cory Library . 

53Kirby , Smith, I, p. 50. 

54Kirby , c~ase , p. 156. 

55 , Catalogue of the South A::"rica."l Muse1El : now ey.bibi ting in 
the Egyptian ROllI, Pic cadilly . The prcperty of a society enti tler, 
"ThE: Cape of Good Hop" Asscciation for F,xploring Central Africa". 
This Catalogue may be had at the Hall, or at Gmi th, Elder &. Co., 65, 
Cornhill. 1837 . Price Or.e Shilling . I Thoto-copy in Cory Library. 
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56 more than thirt;y years later in the Annals of the Cape , where he 

wrote , IFurnished with all the appliances for success, for some 

reas crJ.s , never satisfact orily 3xplained, [the expedj.tion J reached 

no further than the country of the Zulu Chief , ;'Ioseliketse •• . no 

geographi cal facts we!'e added to OUT knewledge, r,o narrative was 

ever produced by the doctor ' . 57 But while it is true that Chase 

was casual a!'ld curt, it is als 0 true that Smi til did not travel 

beJ'ond fllzilikazi ' s kraal , and a narrative, as c.istinet from the 

formal report of the expeji tion, was not published .. 

It is clear that Chase's preoccupation with geography was 

l inked with his ambition to establish himself i n colonial society, 

and also Vii th his pt:bl i.c- sj!iri ted interest in the development of the 

Colony, particularly the Eastern section of it. His interest in 

public affa~"rs was certainly -.ot restricted to m3.tters geographical 

- for example, he became the secretary of the newly- established 

Cape of Good Hope Savings :::ank in 1831, and retained. this office 

until at l east the end of 1836 . 58 But he probebly beca~e most 

widely- known dv.ring his stay in Cape Town , as a defender of the 

'frontier' viewpoint on su.ch controversial topics as yagrancy , slave 

emancipation and the GoverpJment's frontier policy. 

When Chase moved to the Western Cape in the early ' thirties, 

two closely-rela-:ed issues were causing anxiety among -,olonial whites , 

namely , the recent recorniticn of thE ri£;hts of Ifree persons of 

colour ' by Ordina:.0.ce 50 of 1828 , and the impending emancipation of 

,56 Ki" b ... r y, Chace, p . 160 . 

57Anna1s Dc' thG (:f!pe , p. 302. 

58S ' C' 2" h -' 1 iI ... n '- ..... ~..,I_; and GT",,' 29 .. 12.36, p. 1, col. o. 
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slaves . By the beginning of the ' t hirtie:' , many colonists feared 

that the abolition of slaver y by t h e British Government was not far 

O'L'f .
59 They were baunted by the imagined nightmare of thousands 

of former slaves joL'1ing the rw.ks of the ' free persons of col our '. 

Many "'hi tes were convinced that they and their property faced 

destruction at the hands of a horde of uncontroll ed black vagrants . 

Few colonists would explici t]y have defended the principle of slavery ; 

many declared their support for 'gradual eillancipa tian ' -oy the 

ma.1'J.umission of all sla.ve children born after a cer tain date ; but very 

f 0w seem to have ad.vocated the liberation of the entire slave popu-

lation. 

Having demanded a law against ' vagrancy ' -;'1. t..'"le Zilld Afrikaan 

of December 17 , l830, Chase , alia, ' XY ', 60 renewed his attack on 

'lr Philip , in the issue of January 7 , 1831, and bl=ed Researc!".cs in 

South Ai'rica for Ordinance 50, and for the problems of v".graney. 

The twj.ll issues of vagrancy =d slave emancipation were discussed in 

various publications at the time, and in January ].831 a pamphlet 

- ' Considerations an the Exact Position of the Slave Questj.on' •• • 

by Thomas liI:i.ller
61 

- was published in Cape TOl"m . It was welcomed 

in the Commercial Advertiser as ' an able and candid review of: the 

posi tion of the S:Lave Question at the present moment ' , 62 Miller 

stated bluntly that thG keeping of slaves was incomp.tible Vii th 

Christianity . In the first section of the pauphlet he outlined 

59cf . letter from :A Colonist ' , SACA, 15 . 1 . 30. 

60cf . supra , p . 18 . 

hOi 
.... -1~ill,:]r v.':::s ride- ac·,cClJl1P to the Governor and RctiLt: Clerk 

of the Council. 

62"'CA 1...1 t.. , 
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th" develop'i'.ent both of slavery and of the An'oi -Slavery Movement, 

stressing that the rights of ownership in a slave were invalid, a s 

they were based on a contravention of the moral law. In t'le second 

section he dealt more specifically with Cape slavery. He aclmow-

ledged that there might have been some slave-owners 'vlhose native 

goodness of heart , and kindness of disposition ' made the chains of 

their slaves ' fee l light as gossamer ', but he argued th~· t many slave 

owners abused their position, th"" proving that 'the depraving 

i nfluence of ... power over the moral sense of ~~e master [was] if 

possible, more deplorable than over the slave' . Despi te this , 

Mill er held that ' slavery i n the West Indies and at the Ca1-e [were] 

two very different things ' , but unless local slave c'I11ers voluntarily 

d evi~ed a formula for the manumission of their slaves, the Cape 

would soon be 'included in some general l egi slative enactme~t ' for 

emancipation throughout the Empire , which would ' be inapplicable 

and v"xatious in many of its provj.sions '. 

a day should be specified after which ' a ll children born of slaves ' 

in the Colony s hould be freed . The children should be appr enticed 

until about the age of twenty , after which they should "ork under 

a five- year contract wi th their masters , ' at a certain 1011 rate of 

63 wages:, and then they should be <'.l).ol'/ed to go free . 

The se far from radical proposals concerning gradual eLancipation 

do not conflict to any gre8.t extent with those already put forwa.:::-d 

at meetings of slave proprietors in Stellenbosch, Cape Tov,n and 

Graaff ReLl1et during 1826 ~ 64 but !.liller l S o-Ll..tright condclmati on of 

63Miller, T. ' Considerr..tions on tb.e Exact Position of the 
Sl3.VC Question ', pp . 32-40 . 

64 f E . C • Idwar ds, I.E., To·;;a:cd" Emancipa id.oy!', p . 1 56 . 
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slavery as unchristian, and his ,bvious approval of restrictions on 

the rights of masters to punish slaves65 aroused opposition 

,@ongst the already sensitive slave owners . It was believed in 

Cape Town that Miller ' s ideas were those of the COIOniEl Government, 

who hoped that reaction to the pamphlet would be some indication of 

66 public opinion, but the Governor subsequently denied that he had 

known anything about the pam~hlet before its pUblication . 67 
On 

January 21 , 1831, the Zuid Afrikaan carried a review of Miller's 

' Considerations ' • The reviewer objected to Miller's warning that 

~le Cape should initiate some means of local emancipation before it 

became subject to a general imperial abolition act , and interpreted 

this warning as a ~hreat . The Zuid Afr'kaan claimed that Cape 

slave owners were not illiberal , '-<lid would have promoted 'the 

'3.IIlelioration and final extinction of the state of slavery in [the] 

Colony' , had the Government agreed to suspend certain s lave regulations, 

particularly Ordinance 19 0:: 1826 , which had curbed the rights of 

slave m~ers over their slaves . 68 The Zuid Afrikaan invited all 

those who were competent to do so to comment on the slave question . 

It may have been partly in respons e to this suggestion that 

Chase replied to Miller in a p~<phlet, ' Practical Considerations on 

65'The Commissioners of Enquiry reported in 1827 that the 
ovmers of slaves were "Il'Jre alive to interference with the rights 
of inflicting p1.'nishment on them than with any other vll'>..ich is 
supposed to attend that species of property" . ' Marai s , J.S. The. 
Cape Colou::ced People , p . 175, quoting from Theal' s Record.s of ti!e 
Cape Colony, XXXlI~, pp . 37- 38 . 

66Lieut. - Genl . Sir Gal brai ~11 Lo\'1ry Cole , Governor of the Cape, 
9 . 9.28 - 10 . 8 .33 . 

67 Edwards, I.E . , Tovu.rds Em8;':J8i pation , p . 163. 

68ibid ., pp . 152-157. 
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the Exac t Pcsi tion of the Slave Question, as far as it regards the 

Colony of the Cape of Good Hope', which appeared at the end of 

January 1831. Chase, as an A:;'bany settler69 was not a slave owner, 

and was ' uncon.-''l.ected with Slave Proprietors',70 but it is not 

surprising that he should write a thirty- six page ar·gument against 

emancipation , because he believed that the issue affected him 

vi tally. The liberated scaves would , he argued , be clas~ified as 

'free persons of colour ' , and swell the ranks of the so-called 

"vagrants', to the ruin of white property and prosperity. Chase 

denied lIliller ' s ste.te:nent that slave owners could not be true 

Christians , and claimed that the rights of slave - o\Ttlers were va1.id 

because they had been ','ec og'1ised by the British Gover!'llllent. He 

attacked the adv08ates of immediate liberation of the slaves 

illogically including Miller amongst them - on the grounds that 

they wished to expose the colonists to 'all the misery anc aml0yance 

••• to be inflicted by th',' unqualified acquirers of an in"xpedient 

ema..'1cipation' . As usual , Chase sketched the historical background, 

and traced the development of slavery in the Cape Color~, and 

emphasised its mildness. As an example of the benevolence of Cape 

slave owners he cited the existence of the Philanthro>,.'.c Society 

for Redeeming Female Sle."e Child2'en, and pointed out that between 

July 2,828 , whE,n it had been fOll.'1i!ed , and the end of November , 1830 , 

sixty··one children had been liberated by the society. He alleged 

69s1ave u':min:: v/as :Lorbic1c1en in t he Alb"ny District . 
cf . I.E. Ed',,' -'rcl;; , IT:)v!",:.rGs E:-- !~.nciJ:atic.:l} pp . 6<...- 9; [' .. r~d :cul:,- : L . O. , 
British ~ar.l.d -Rcl~0'f8t~~Cnr.p.. 1795-184/~ ~ Ct S1iUQ.V of f_ d!:i.il1is-~_cat:Lv8 
Proc elL C' ..: in t!:":c !, "'Dire.; , pp. 86-7 and l .At 6 . Chase still owneu 13.r .. d 
in Alb~ .. ny at -Lhi:.. ti":e . 

70" (t' ~ 1 C . ' t· ,~ fa 1-' .; ,- l' ntor'c.~"-l· "." to .'10-'<0 ~_ X':_t! ..L.C . ___ . Ol1:::;lucra l.O!!:;, ..c.i.-C . cc. ", ..L._ .~ ", J.. L> lI':' 

that J·'Tcderick j:orGter' ~ vino I) !crune Chane 1 L f'1.th21"'-in- law durin£; 1831, 
\',h S : 1. slave - o\'.-I" .'r. 
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that many slave owners belonged to. it and that its ' sphere of 

usefulness ' was ' only circumscribed by its means '. There is, 

however, evidence that the Philmrthropic Society was not a very 

L~fluential body,71 and t~at the slave owners were not interested 

72 in sell ing slaves into freeda~ . At the end of 1830, £111 .13s 

remained unused in the society ' s treasury, because so few owners 

were prepared to sell slaves, even at high prices . 73 Chase's 

information about the number of rnanumissions at the Cape between 

1816 and 1830 appears to be more accurate, and apart from a fe'.'! 

major discrepancies does not differ markedly from the table of 

manumissions compiled by I.E . Edwards in 1942 . 74 Chase d<.scussed 

the rewards that would be demanded by the colonists .Ln return for 

the gradual abolition of slavery. He concluded that most Cape 

slave owners would agree to liberate slave children born after a 

specified date, on condition that their rights to punish the remaining 

slaVeS would be restored , so that until s lavery died O\:~ completely , 

masters would be able to control their property . Like Miller , and 

many other wri ters on slavery, Chase suggested that the freed 

childrell of the slaves be apprenticed for a number of years . 

JDscussing the need for labourers to take the place of the slaves , 

whose children mig.":lt prefer to become 'vagrB.'lts ' rather than work 

for a living, Chase seized the opportunity to blame the Griqua for 

71E•A• WaU:er, A History of Southern Af:,:,; ca, p . 171-

72J •S • !"araic , Cape Coloured People , p . 163, points cut that 
an increasing nU!l1ber of ul::.ves were Vii thdra\',ll f rom the In3.rkat after 
the abolition of the slave trade in 1807. 

73I.E. Edl"lards, TO\nrds Em::mcipntion, PIJ. 157- 159. 

'7 l' 
r rpractic2.1 Conside.r·atiOl1s, p. 28, and Edwa~ds, I . E., .~Ey~a~d8 

E~r'3...'1.c:i.pr:d~ion, p. l55 . 
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the disruption of the Tswana refugees who were c.reating pressu-:e 

on the northern front i er ,75 and suggested that the Tswana , if 

brought i nto the Colony , woule:. provide an effici~nt labour f orce . 

Chase beb.eved that t he Xhosa were too ' addicted to marauding ' to 

became suitable labourers . Moreover he hoped that British 

immigrants would be encouraged to settle in the Colony , a s they 

would greatly relieve the shortage of skilled workers a t the Cape . 

Finally he warned the slave owners to avoid violent demonstra t i ons 

against the Governm"nt , but to rely on ' pruo.ent and temperate dis-

cuss i on ' to solve their probleos . 

Chase ' s pamphlet soon provoked some reaction, and in the 

Commercial Advertiser Jf February 5 , Fairbairn discussed i t at same 

l ength. He wondered at Chase ' s harsh attack on Miller , for b"th 

pamphleteers had. argued that "lavery was unjust and should be 

abolished . Apart from pointing out , ~uite legitimately , some 

inconsistencies in Chase ' s argument, Fairbairn's attitude towards 

Chase was fairly tolerant , although he i "'pli ed that Chase was one 

of thos e who ' was te their time in f rivolous cavillary (sic ), or 

obtrude their vanity and self conceit on the Public by a ridiculoUB 

assumpUon of superiority over " ll who .. • differ from their opinion' . 

In the same edition of· the Advertise r , ' A Colonist' obs er'Ted , 

' Unfortullately the .,amphleteers and newspaper corresp(ndents of 

the day ..• evade or confuse the question, which , however viewed 

as regards the justice, expediency etc . of emancipa.tion , cannot 

weigh one feather in ir.fh,encing the r esult , which more than seven 

, 
years since was predetermined by the Bl'i tish leGi slature t. This is 

7 5 cf. ~arais , J. S ., Care Co' CVl'ccl I co.ple, pp . 40- 4-1. 
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pr e;sumably a reference to the su?por t ShO/,ll in t he House of Connnons 

for car~g t s76 denunc i ation of s l avery in May, 1823.77 In t he 

advertiser of FebrtllirY 9 , three l e t ters di scussed slavery, two of 

t hem referri ng to Chase ' s pamphlet . 'Justus ' t ook Ch,.se to task 

for his impl ied criticism of the Pri ze Negroes ,78 and ~uoted 

evidence of their good behaviour to vindicate the argument i n 

favour of innnediate emancip~ti on . 'Jones of Bloemhof ' s ' l etter 

cr i ticised both the British Government for i ts treatment of th~ 

colonists, and Chase :t'or not demanding a Legisl ati ve Assembly i n 

r e t urn for the emanci pation of sla'Te children. Tr~s cor respondent 

believed that the Government should 'buy up the Mor tgage Bonds and 

payoff the pri ce of ~~e slaves '. On February 11 the Zuid Afrikaan 

ca=ied a review of Chase ' s pampLLet , incorporatiJlg an attack on 

the Advertiser for its connnents on Chase ' s work. The Zuid Afrilcaan 

cl early appro'Ted of Chase ' s views on slaver y , and suggested that 

his pamphlet be translated into Dutch , so thilt it would reach a wider 

public although there is no evidence that this was ever done . At 

the end of February , Fairbairn published & collection of editori als 

which had appeared in the Ad'Tertiser betVleen February 9 and 23 , in 

which he discussed slavery and put forward his plans for emancipation. 

Possi bly he reprinted these edi torials i n respm'~se to the publ ications 

of Miller and Chase . Fairbai rn believed that emanCi pation would be 

76 I n 1823 George Canning was Foreign Secretary and l eader of 
the House of Commons . 

77 Coupland , R., The Bri -:ish Anti Sl aver:! 1I0vel!lC'nt., pp . 124- 5 . 

78After the abolition o:f the ocear~c slave trade ;.n 180'( , 
the human cargo of any sl' ,ve ship enterinG Table Buy IVa,' liable to 
be neized a The s J.ayes , mown. as Prize Nccrcea, 'l: ... re apPI'entic'.;."I d 
for a maximum pel'icd of fourteen years , before be;ng set 1'].'08. 
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mm;t easily achieved if all the capital invested in slaves were 

c anverted into 3 per cent stock, if the Slave Code >,!ere abolished , 

and the liberated slaves were apprenticed to their former mr,sters 

for a certain period . ~his , he argued , would be the first step . 

' The necessary regulations for the protection of person and property , 

or the public tranquillity [worud] come under consideration in due 

time,.79 

As ' A Colonist ' had predicted , 80 this debate on slave enan'Cipation 

had no apparent effect on the course of events in ~~laDd, and jn 

1833 the Emancipation Act was passed . On December 1 , 1 834 , the 

81 s l aves were freed , but before the end of the same month, the 

attention of the colonists swung away from the slavL3 to the Xhosa , 

whoe attack on the Eastern frontier marked the beginning of the 

fronti~r war of 1834- 5 . Unfortunately the Advertiser of rccember 

24 , 1834, 'Containing some adverse comments on official frontier policy, 

reached Graham ! s Town on January 2 , 1835 , at a time Vlhen the pa'1ic·-

stricken Albany settlers wer e least able to differentiate between 

cr iticism of a bad system , and critici sm of th8IP.selves . ]Iairbairn t s 

name Vias forever blackened in their sight, and he was accused of 

having engineered the war during his visit to the frontier in 

1830.
82 

79 Collection of SACA editorials, SO'.Ith African Library, Cape 
Town. Facing p. v of the pamphlet. 

80 Supra, p . 39. 

81 
- I n December 1834 the liberated slaves commenced a fou:r- year 

apprenticeship , as laid dO'lln in the E,'rr.ancipation Act of 1833 . 
I.E. Edwards, Toviardi3 Emar'cipati.cn, p. 175. 

82.\¥ .r,1 . rl'~::l.Cr.1i112n, Bantu Boer arxl ]1ri to!l, :pp . 136--7 . 
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Chase's earlier antipathy towards Fairbairn was confirmed. 

In May 1 835 he submi tted to the edi tor of the Zuid Afrih-aan an 

article entitled 'Exposure of a Gross Attack of w.e Editor of the 

South African Commercial Advertiser, on the Character of the Colonists 

and the Civil Commissioner o:f Albany as to the treatment of the 

Gaffers ' . It Vias Fublished in the Zuid Afrikaan of May 29 and June 583 

and also appeared in pamphl =t form. 84 In it Chase attacked Fairbairn 

for Dis reporting85 of the trial of a Xhosa, Ghode or Goobe , who had 

been punished for violently resisting evicti on from his hut west of 

the Tyumie , by Colonial troops in 1834 . 8 6 Chase's article , in reply 

t o comments in the Advertiser of Augus t, 1 834, was written only in 

April or May, 1835 . Pe~haps ::hase produced it then in order to 

reinforce D' Urban's sympathy for the A~.bany settlsrs87 and to ma~,e 

the Xhosa appear in a more unfavourable light . The pamphlet was 

typical of much that Chase wrote in that he always sought to rein-

force his arguments with s :--.tis·tical or other source mater:;_al. 

He 'lvoted at some length from the official court records, to counter 

Fairbairn's charge that the magi strate I s action had been 

unwarranted . The case had be en heard in Graham 'sT own , and 

reported in the Graham' s Town Journal, but Chase's qvotations 

were more detailed than those given L'l the press report. It is 

83A•M•L • Robinson, none daring to mnke us afraid : a study of' 
English periGdical literatU2.~e in tbe Cape Colony· from its bcginnjx:!..;s 
in 1824 to 1835 , p . 2j4 . 

84 
A copy of this paMphlet, ' printed at the Zuid .\frikaan 

off'j.ce I, is in the South Afd.can Li braIY , Cape '[·oVln . 

8" -'ShCA , 27 . 8 .34 and 30.8.34. 

86G1'J, 14 . 8 . 34 . 

87 cf . l.1acWlillan, VI .J.!. , :&lnt!.: Berr and Briton, p. 136. 
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likely that Chase was supplied witn copies vf the court records by 

the Resident I1agistrate for Albany, Duncan campbdl,88 with whom 

Cl.,ase clearly corres·ponded. 69 As Chase in fact pointed out, 

William Waddell , 90 and not Duncan Campbell, had been the presiding 

magistrate at the Ghod~ hearing, but Campbell would , of course , have 

had access to ~~e records of the case. In his covering letter to 

the Zuid Afrikaan Chase claim"d that he had originally subtni tted 

the article to the Cape of Good Hope Literary Gazette, which had 

r efused to p~blish it . The all egation gave rise to a quar rel 

b . Ch d th ~ tt 91 e~ween ase an e ~ase e. During December 1835 , Chase and 

92 },'airbairn embarked on a wordy battle in the columns of the press . 

The matter was trivial - Fairbairn accusea Chase of dishcnesty in 

a memoria193 which Chase in turn dcmied having vlri tten but the 

i.cident is one more example of the suspicion and dislike each 

showed for the other . 

During 1836 a pamphlet was published at the cape enti tleo. 

' Some reasons for our oPPosing the author of the "South African 

88Duncan Campbell (1762- 1856) 1820 settler. Appointed 
Civil Commissioner for AlL any and Somerset in J.828, and Civil 
Com'.lissioner a'1d Resident Magistr'lte for Albany in 1834 . Between 
l83j-36 was Acting Commissioner General. Rettu'ned to &lt3llJ.ncl in 
1844. 

89Infra , p . 49. 

90Vlilliam \fado.ell, Resic.ent Ma;:;ist!'ate for Albany from at 
least 1831 . I1l- ceal th forced him to leave 'U.s pos t in 1834, and 
he died in the September of that ysar , ag ed 31 years . 

91
A .ll .. L . Robj.nson, .tIone c aring to :!1aJ:e Uf.' afratd : a STUGY ~f 

Enflish periodj.cal l=i:.*.e:r3.ture in tbc C:;.~ ·~ CoJ.onu·or its begir.Ll1iYl{-;s 
in 1824 to 183~ , p . 237 . 

92
SACA , 2.12.35; 9 .1 ~ . 35 ; GTJ , 17.12.3 5 . 

93Memorial from Grn9.ff-Rcinet to the KinE;' See GTJ, 23 .7. 35 
ane. 6.8.;·5 . 
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Repearches" ., Dr John Philip . . • by the British Immigrants 01' 1820 '. 

It consisted of a collection of articles s igned by ' Albani ' which 

had originally appeared in the Zuid Afrikaan between August and 

November 1835 . 94 Altho'·.gh this pamphlet has been variously 

attributed both to Donald Moodie ' and to Chase95 there is convi ncing 

evidence that ' ~lbani ' disg'.lised Chase ' s identi ty. In a letter 

to her Sister, ~~s George Christie , in London , Mrs John Fairbairn 

(n~e Eliza Pnilip) referred to the letters of ' Albany ', which she 

clearly ascribed to Chase. 96 
:~oreover , in a letter to Godlonton, 

wri tten in December 1868 , Chase asked for the loan of this .'amphlet 

as his own copy had disappeared , and from the context of t:le letter 

it is clear that the pamphlet had been written by ~,ase htmself . 97 

Th e pamphlet, written in highly emotive language , advanced 

seventeen arguments against Philip's Researches in South AfTica . 

At the time the name of Dr Philip was anathema on the frontier , for 

he was popularly regarded as being responsible for the ."'l.r which 

had broken out in December, 1834 .
98 

But even in the thiek of 

angry polemics , Chase the traveller and amateur geographer displayed 

something of his learning . 'Reason no . 3 ' concentrates on Philip ' s 

Etatements about the Bushmen . Philip was accused of inventir~ 

94U , 21.8.35; 
2 . 10 . 35 ; 16 .10.35 ; 

4 . 9 . 35; 
23 . 10 . 35 ; 

11 . 9 . 35 ; 18 . 9 . 35; 25.9.35; 
30 .10 . 35; 6 . 11 . 35; 13 . 11 . 35 . 

95Mendellsohn , S., South ~frican Bibliorraphy, II , p . 43, 
attributes it to Joloodie . Hahn, 'LH., An Index 0.2 the Grey C01lecti_on 
in the South Afric~n Public Library attributes it to Chase . 

96l{U's JOPJl Fairbairn to M:rs George Christie, 16 .7. 36 , quoted 
Una Lons , An Index to Authors of Unofficial priyai;(,1y-o:,n8d Manu­
scripts relatin, to tho r:i "tor:,- 0::' eiouth AfricA. 1312-1920, p. 127 . 

9'7 
'Ch&~e to Godlonton , 2.12.G8 . Wits. 

98Maclili llan, W.I1., Bantu , FoeI' and Br'j ton, pp . 129-133 . 
cf. C.E. G. Schutt(, Dr John Eli.] j.: l 1 ~J 01Jec!'v r ·. ti on~ R0. ;8.rdin,'j the 
Hott8n'~oi;~ of South '~;-i"i "'J, , I'P . 111;.- 115 , ,mu 225 (:,113 , 19/,0 , I). 
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' false statements with regard to the origin of the »~3hmen trib~s ' 

i n order to blacken the reputati on. of the colonists in the eyes 

of the English public . This cr~rge arose because Philip quoted 

evidence t hat the Bushmen had originally been Eottentots who , 

driven by the cruelty of the col onists , had been forced.to adopt a 

more primitive way of life. 99 In refutatio.'l of thiS, Chase quoted 

various authorities , includ",-llg Dr Andrew Smith , although he gave no 

specific reference . 'The time when such [ BusPJnen] communities 

began to exist must ever remain a matter of conjecture ; yet it is 

certain that they occurred at S..l early period, for we find that the 

histories of such hordes are fami l iar to the better- disposed 

Hottentots, even far in adva'lce of the Colony, and stated by them 

to have existed from time :L-nmemorial.' Since Dr S'mi th was j.n th" 

Colony at the time, it may be that Chase checked verbally with the 

explorer . Though Chase was clearly ·correct in his denial that the 

Busbmen were by- products 0 :· white oppression, he glossed o··rer the 

whole question of the Bushman f r ontier .
lOO 

He di d not truly 

investigate, though he was usually accurate on particular points he 

selected in hj_s endless debate . The evidence he l ed , in part 

acquits him of 'suggestio fal si' : but he indulged in polemics and 

there was ' suppressio veri t • 'R€:;ason :Humber V!I ; , which is quoted 

here jr, ful.l, deElonstrates Chase's t<:lndency to build a hi.gh- sovn dj_ng 

argument cn a flimsy base. 

'We oppoce him, because he he.s publicly panegyrized in his Work 

the "Researches", the Rev. Dr . Van Der Kemp, t.l1e fL'st MiSSionary 

- ----- --- - ----- -- ---.. - - --
99 ReGearchcs, Vol. I, p. 33; and Vol . II , pp. 2 & J . 

1 00c r . Q'CfOl'd HistCS'[, I, p. 41; and j.;arais, J.S. , J.J:1e Cape 
COlOU.:LCl P0onle, PI'. ]-'-30. 
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t o the Caffer Tri bes -- the Founder of the Lond on Society ' s 

I nsti tuti on in South Afri ca --- and ·treacherousl y defamed his 

memory i n secret . 

I nasmuch as , in that work publ ished in 1828 , he has stated that 

"The ci rcumstances , the talents , and the char acter of that 

r emarkable individual, naturally pointed him out as the fittest 

person for bei ng placed E t the head of this Mission" .101 

102 Wh8reas, in a letter addressed to the Colonial Secretary i n 

1819 , he had already written as fol lows respecting the same 

indivi dUB.l , Dr. Van der Kemp . 

"That great errors have been committed in tce management of the 

London Missionary Soci ety ' s Missions in South Africa , cannot be 

denied ; and that same of those errors may be traced to different 

sources will be readily granted ; but the great source, in which 

most of them have originated , wi ll , I apprehend , be found i n 

the mistaken confidence '·,hich the Directurs of the Society 

appear to have placed in the late Dr . Van der Kemp ' s judgement , 

the man who laid the foundation of the SOCiety ' s missions in 

this part of the African Continent . The Dr has been acknow-

ledged to be a man or learm ng and genius , but he seems to 

have been too much of a theorist and a visionary, and not to 

have had en understandin,::; sufficiently practi cal for the 

situati on he filled ~S a lllissi onary, or even for the CO£illlon 

purposes of life l'" 

101 Resear ches , I, p. 63. 

102Lieutenant --Colonel GhristuphE'T Bird (1769- 1861) Colonial 
Secretary , Cape Tov;:r" 1818- 1824. 
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In 18~9 Philip had indeed written to Bird as quoted .IU3 

There is no indic3.tion of hovi Chase knew of this letter, but it is 

qui te possibl e that some members of the political ' clique' ';0 which 

Chase obviously belonged had access to Government correspondence . 

Lt.Col. T . F . Wade, who was Act:L'"g Governor from August 1833 until 

Sir Benjamin D ' Urban's arrival in January, 1834, may well have been 

the source of Chase's information. The correspo..."1.dence oetween 

Chase and Wade in 1836 about the murder charge against StockenstToo.104 

suggests that the two men co- operated for political purposes prior 

to Wade ' s departure from the Cape in 1835. 

During 1836 Chase continued to defend the interest", of the 

Eastern Cape whenever he could , and by the middl", of the year 

105 he 'lad clearly decided to re ".urn to that part of the Colony. 

I n May, 1836, he sent the Editor of the Graham ' s Town Jourral an 

article he had come across in the Edinbur,; h Review,l°6 giving an 

account of the frontj.er war of 1834-5 and the dea.th of h~.ntsa .107 

This was to demonstrate what Chase believed wae inaccurate reporting 

of frontier affairs in Britain. l OS 
In June a gI'OUp of Graham's 

Town men established a 'Representative Fund ' to raise money to pay 

103 Theal , Records of the Cape Colony, Vol . 12, pp. 245- 6 . 
Pbj.lip ' s letter v;as quoted oy Lord Charles Scmerset in a letter 
to Earl Bathurst , 30.6.19 . cf. Schutte, C.E.G., Dcc'. John Pnilip ' s 
-=O:.:b:.:s:..:e::r,-v:..:a=-~::;'l=-' .::;on=s --"R",e"-c""-:..:T:.:,i,,,.i:.:Il,,,J.f,,-, _t::;h::;e::....:r::.!=-ot.::.~.::.,=-e;::n:.:t..::o:.:t:.::s:.....::.:of S au tIl Af:ri c[' , p . 190. 

104I1Ifra, p . 49 . 

105Supra, p . 23. 

l06EdiEl:nn·.<;h Rc,,"iew, January, Ie36, pp . 455-470 . 

107Hintca , Xhosa cll: ef , descendei! from Gcaleka . Was killed 
while atte":q,tin,; to escape from the BritiDh durin;:: the war of 1&3~ . 

The circuJnstances 0;: his death arousl;d comidcrable controv~rsy . 

108GTJ , 26 . 5 .36. 
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for an agent to represent the colonists, and counteract the 

unfavourable publicity they received in England. Clearly Chase 

was still in close touch with libany, as he was 21ected corresponding 

member of the flmd cOmmittee . l09 In the 'Advertiser of July 6, 

Chase explained the purpose of the Representative Fund, and asked 

for subscriptions from those in the Western Cape who wouJ,d like 

' a Champion of their Caus(' in England . On November 19 lhase 

attended a public meeting in Cape Town, to petition the Government 

for an on-the-spot enquiry into the 'charges ' against the colonists 

110 made by Glenelg . III Chase seconded Henry G~oete's resolution 

that Glenel g ' s dispatches shllwed ' a want of imormation ' about the 

Colony anci were biass~i in iavour of the blacks . Chase was one 

f th f ' 'tt 1 t' t dr th t't' 112 o e lve- man COlDJDl ee e ec eQ 0 aw up 'e pe l'l on . 

The same issue of the A ivertiser which had carried Chase ' s 

appeal on behalf of the RGPresentative Fund, included an editorial 

which was to lead Chase to take legal action against Fairbairn . 

Fairbairn was commenting on the cha~ges which had recently been 

made against the newly appointed Lieutenant-Governor, Andri es 

Stockenstrom, that he had shot a young Xhosa in cold blood while on 

c=do many years previously. TAXncan Campbell, who had bt~n 

l09GTJ , 16.6.36 . 

110r,ord Glenelg (Charles Grant), Secretary of State for Viar 
and the Colonies, 18 . 4 . 35 - 19 . 2 . 39 . The reference is to his 
despatch to D'Urban of December, 1635 . 

ll~endrik (Henry) elocte (1792- 1870) . 1816- 1843 had legal 
practice in Cap" 'I'o',m . 1643 Go'rernmcnt CCll~:n:L3 sioncr to the Boers 
i n lla1'c.1. 1845 appoint~d Recorder for N8:'2.1. 1855-J.C66 , Judge of 
the Supreme Co'U't, Cupe To:m . 

112'1'11 ' 'tt ' + ' f - B _ e r:omrru ee cons~s "ed 0 J •• Ebden , F . Still, H. Ross , 
II. Cloete and J . C. Chase . G'LJ , c)'12 . 36. 
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acting Commi3sioner General for the Eastern Cape between 1833 

and 1836,113 and was probably jealov.B of StockenstrOOl ' s appointment 

as Lieutenant- Governor , had ar ranged for sworn statements te, be 

made by several frontierEmen , who claimed to have witnessed 

StockenstrOI!l ' s all eged crime. Campbell sent the deposi t::'on made 

by one of Stockenstrom's accusers, Hendrik Klopper, to Chase in Cape 

Town . This was done so that Chase could send the staterr."nt to 

Captain Wade in London, where the former Acting Governor could 

confront the Aborigines Committee with evidence of the charge that 

had been laid against Stockenstrom. 114 
Many people, partic~arly 

in the Eastern Districts , believed that Stockenstrom owed h :.. s rec'ent 

appointment to the evidence h e had given before t he Abor; .c;ines 

Committee ' agai nst the Colonists' .115 Fairbairn's comment on the 

attack on Stockenstrom included a reference to Dona l d Moodie l16 

and J.C . Chase respectivel y , as ' the unprincipled Place Hunter at 

Graaff-Reinet , and the wretched and most ungrateful Tidewaiterl17 

at the Ca~e , creatures of selfishness and malignity , of whom the 

serpent in the fable is but a type ,.118 It soon became common 

113GTJ , 10 . 3 . 57 , p . 2, col. 4 . 

114J .M. Urie, A critical study of the evidence of Andr;,s 
Stockenstrom before the Aborin;ine3 ' CorP""ittee in 18;'5 , vic'.:ed in the 
light oi' his r:r0v:i.ou3 statementG and Tlolicie~, pp . 10-15 ; a."1d p . 35 , 
note 16 . For a discw::sion of the 'Zeko Incident ', which sparked 
off the conspiracy against Stockenstrom, see pp . 219- 263. See also 
P. J . Smuts , The Lieutenant- Governorship of Andries Stockenstro".l., p. 37. 

115urie , J . M. , op.cit ., p. 1 0 . 

11 6J,Ioodie (1794-1861), opposed ' philanthropic ' f rontier 
policy . 1832 Vias appointed Guardian of Slaves in the Eastern 
Cape . In 1834 was c o!llllri,ssioned tc compile the Record . 
1 845 Colonial Secretary f<>r Natal. 18')7 First Speaker of i'Tatal 
Legislati ve Council. 

117A refere~lCe to Chase ' s position 2.S Landing SlITveyc1r at 
Table Bay. 

118SAGA , 6 . 7 . j6 . 
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knowledge that Moodie and Chase irtended sl-,i.ng Fairbairn for 

libel,119 and when the case was finally heard , the judgement went 

8[,ainst Fairbairn who had to pay Chase forty shillir..gs and costs, 

and Moodie £50 and costs.
120 

During 1837 Stockenstrom initiated legal action against Th'ncan 

Campbell, who seemed to have teen the ringlea:ier of those who had 

attacked the Lieutenant- Governor' s reputation . Even when allowance 

has been made for the heated language of Cape politics, it seems 

that Campbell, Chase, Moodie ~~d others had been guilty of underh~~d 

behaviour. The suggestion is made on the evidence of two letters. 

ill one, an undated and incomplete fragment, Mrs John Fairbairn 

wrote that Chase had 'made oath to the Lieutenant Governor that he (?) 

knew nothing of the conspiracy aga:".nst him and(?) within about an 

bour Stockenstrom received proof that he had been their agent in 

Cape Town. ,121 On June 6, 1837 , Fairbairn wrote to Stockenstrom, 

' N~ Chase .•. I have at present no doubt , vdll be found as one 

of the Zuid Afrikaan clique, but I th~~ he is now degraded below 

t - ,122 your no ,,-ce • This cynical classification of Chase perhaps 

saved him from becoming the defendant in a libel action . In 1838 

Stockenstram unsuccessfully sued Campbell for libel, but later that 

year an official inquiry into the whole matter exonerated 

Stockenstram from 8JJy susp;.cion of having murdered a young Xhosa, 

119 
GTJ, 21.7.36; 11 . 8 . 36 . 

120 
Cory, III, p. 340. 

121Fairbairn Papers, .hcc . No. A663, Historical Paper's, Library 
of the Universi,ty of' the 7!j~ twatersr8.nd , Jo1:w!.l;]J.eshurg .. 

122F - b - C d 8.1.1' alrn o;:-respon (Jnce, Africnnc. Li.brary 1 Sov.th Af'ri,can 
J L brary, Cape Tow!}. 
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and uadicated that Campbell and his'friends had acted i njUdiCiOUSly.123 

At the end of 183 7 Chase and his family had moved to Port 

Elizabeth , where he established a ' General Agency and Not"trial 

Business ' .124 He had returned to 1~e Eastern Cape, the heir to 

the Korsten fortune and prestige, and with an eBtablished link with 

a Dutch- speaking family which increased his acceptability in Dutch 

c olonial circles . Moreover he had found himself some us:ofu], 

social and political acquaintances in Cape Town and won a reputation 

in his own right as a tireless protagonist of Eastern Cape 

interests. 

12:>cory, III, p. 4<;t,, ; and I'.J. Smut!:), Tbe I,ieuten:o...'lt 
Governorship _.of Andries Stocl:enc troill, p .. 37 .. 

12'fGTJ , 2.11. 37. 

"", ' 

€
' RHODES , 

i U.' 1',1" ~{SITY' iii t ~. I . 

'~~ 
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CHAP1'ER III 

TEN YEARS IN rom ElIZABETH 

Between 1837 and 1847 Chase was active in three main fields. 

These were his own career and business interestc; the development and 

improvement of Por t Elizabeth ; and some broader political ipsues ca~-

cerning the Eastern Districts and the Cape Colony as a whole . It is 

proposed to discuss them thematically rathe:;:- than chronologir,ally . 

Chase established his notE rial and agency busi ness at the end 

of 1837 . 1 Later <luring that year he expanded his activities to 

i nclude a shipping agenc;' , 2 and in 1839 he beca'lle the local agent for 

th S th ,.p' I Of'-P' 3 e ou ~r~can nsur ance _~~c e . In June, 1837 , Frederick Korsten 

di ed , 4 and shor tly afterwa:-ds the Chase family headquarters was moved 

.from Port Elizabeth5 to Cradock Place , the country estate which Korsten 

had established about four r·. ·.les from the Bay . Many years later , in 

1868 , Chase was to pay tribute to hi s father- in- law in a pamphle t 

' Old T~es and Odd Corners . The Founder of the Eastern Province 

Commerce and His Frontier Home I -- ill which he described C=dock Place 

and outlined the contribution that Korsten had =de to the development 

of the Eastern cape. 6 

1 Supra, p . 51. 

2GTJ , 7 . 6.38. 

'" "GTJ , 28 . 2. 39 . 

27 .6. 39. 

25 .7.39 . 

Chase's interests now became diversifi ed , 

6J . C. C:r~1s e, 'Old ~:j.mes and OdJ. Corner.3 . ~rhe FOUl'lC.Cl.' oi ' the 
Eastern l:lrovincc COrnIilL rCe ~ Ti.!. Lis Frontier Home' (}lort Bli3ab~th, 1868). 
S .A. 13.mphlet s , Vol. 15 , Cory I, iinary. 
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because he took over the extenniye sheep farm at Cradock Flace , while 

r etainirlg his business in Port Elizabeth . In 1847 , when he was 

appointed Secretary to the Lieutenant- Governor , 7 most of the Cre,dock 

Place flocks were put up for sale , 8 while the family firm was left in 

the ca~' e of Chase ' s eldest son, Henry Nuthall Centlivres Chase , who 

was then in his mid- twenties. 9 

Chase ' s business and fa ',mng ae:ti vi ties fit into the wider 

framework of his effo:rts to develop the Bay as a port end connnerdal 

cen tre , and to establish some civic amenities in Port Elizabeth . 

10 H.' organised petitions to the Governor for a lighthouse on the Cape 

~eceife , ll and for the construction of a pass over the ZUUrberg .12 

He was a t rustee of the new public library , the foundation stone of 

13 which was laid towards the end of 1843 ; was a member of the Port 

Elizabeth Trust AssoCiation;14 and helped formulate plans for the 

defence of Port Elizabeth, of which Cradock Place was an outpost , 

15 during the War of the Axe. He was a churchwarden of St Mary ' s for 

7 Infra , p . 86 . 

8GTJ , 29 . 5 . 47 . 

9EPH , 21.8 . 47 . 

l°Major- General Sir George Thomas Napier , Governor of' the Ca pe 
22 . 1 . 38 - 18.3 . 44 . 

llGTJ , 22 , 9.42 . A lighthouse was built at Cape Receife in 1851. 

l2GTJ , 18 . 1.44. A pass through the Zuurberg was opened in 1850. 

13GTJ , 10 . 9.43 . 

14GTJ , 27 . 2 . 45. The Associat ion v:as formed to hasten the 
closure of insolvent estates . 

l5EPH , 14. 2 .46 and 1: , 4 . 46. 
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16 a number of years and was a committee member of the Port Elizabeth 
-7 

Auxiliary Bible Society.l . His main local concerns, however, were 

l i nked with the Port Elizabeth Jetty Company, the commemorate.on of 

the arrival of the Britis~ settlers , and the establishment of 

municipal government in Port Elizabeth. 

I n October , 1837, Chase became one of the directors of a 

company which was to supervise the erection of a IIr<.\ch-ne?:l.ed j etty at 

Port Eliza beth
18 

-- a project that had been discussed as far back as 

1832 . 19 Progress waS slow, but on April 10, 1840, a double ceremo~~ 

was beld at the Bay, to lay the foundation stone of the jett~, and 

to commemorate the landing of the Bri tish settlers twenty y'ars before . 

After the foundation-stone 1aying -- a ve ry formal a:':fair -- the 

pronr'.nent men of the town attended a banquet. at Mr Thornhill' s20 new 

store , which had been 'tastefully decorated ' for the occasion . 

During the meal , nineteen toasts were drunk, and amongst those hcnoured 

were t he Q-<.\een , Napier, the Governor , Sir Benjamin D'UrL-',.'l , Colonel 

Harry Smith,21 and several local figures , including J.C . Chase , one 

of the main speakers of the evening . Chase \'BS thanked for his services 

16GTJ , 4.5.43 and EPH, 10.4.47. 

l7EPtI , 12 . 12.46. 

18GTT " , 23 . 11.37. 

19E .K. Lorimer , Panorawa of Port Elizabeth, Appendix I, p. 184 . 

2vJohn Thornhill, bOr-fl.l80S . He signed Cape '1'own I,lerchants ' 
Memorial of 1834 ; in 1837 was a director of the P.E. J etty Co.; and 
in 1838 was Uni.ted States Consul at Port Elizabeth. 

21H•G '-N. Smi th (1787--1860 y. 1828 , Quarterrnar: ter-Gencra1 at 
the Cape. 1834·-5, Sir B. J"Urban' s Chief :)f Staff durinc fronti er 
war . Admir..ister-cd Provinc e of Queen Adelaide 1035 - 36 . 1840 left the 
CC.1'8 for Ind..i.8., :11:11 r eturned as High COir..::...is.::ioner bond Governo?," of -~Lle 

Cape Colony in 1847, hE.vin.3 won a taronetcy on the strel1.:;th of his 
success tn IU.dia . . ReITl3.ineU at thr. Cape until ~ecalled in 1852. 
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to the British settlers , particularly for the 'publication ... of 

22 
very valuable statistical documents relative to the Colo!'.;)" • In 

his spee ch which was published ~rerba tim in the Graham 1 s TOWT! ,T ourn'3.1, 

Chase gave a resume of events in the Eastern Cape since the arrival 

of the settlers in 1820 , and pointed out thetr benefici,al influence 

especi.ally on the economy of the regi,on . Chase rarely missed an 

opportunity to extol the 18~O settlers , and with predictable 

ext~vagance he claimed that they were responsible for the Colony ' s 

new institutions - ' its Courts of ,Jl\~,icature - its Councils - its 

Press' and for its increased tL,de . 23 The fanfare of the foundation-

stone layiIJg filled the Bayom ans with pride, 24 but the cCflBtruction of 

the jetty proved to be " slow business. Chase ' took advantage of this 

unsa tisfactory situation to air the grievances of the Eastern C9.'>e . 

In a letter to the Graham' s Town Journal of March 30 , 1843, he argLled 

that the value of Vlool exported from the Eastern Districts exceeded 

the value of wine exported . 'rom the Western Dj.stricts, specifica' . '.y 

mentioning these products because Vlool and wine Vlere respectively the 

main exports of the Eastern and Ylestern regiolls . Chase claimed that 

i t was unfair that customs revenue raised in the East Vias not uscd 

solely for the benefit of that area, an:! conplained thc.t three jetties 

were maintained. at Table Bay , Vlh~le the ' beautiful struct1.U'e' of the 

nearly completed Port Elizabeth j etty lay U111\2ed, 'for Vlant of a few 

hundred pounds from the Government purse I . The publica ,;ion of thi.s 

lett~r was rather badly tined, beco.use the next day Chase wrote to 

22Inf ' ra, pp. 65-70. 

23C'O'J ,I , 30.4.40. 

24 e.g . GTJ, 5.11.40. 
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c0ngratulate those who had at last begun using the jetty. 25 A few 

months later the controversial jetty was wrecked during a severe 

26 storm. 

During 1844 Port Elizabeth commemorated the arrival of the 

Bri t ish settlers of 1820 , as it was twenty-five years since the scheme 

to colonize the Zuurveld had been launched in Britain. In a lett~r to 

the Graham's Town Journal of '!ovember 23 , 1845 , the Rev . M:c Joh.."'l 

Ayliff27 had suggested that the occasion should be marked by a 

suitable celebration. Chase supported Ayliff's idea, and made some 

c.lUstructive suggestions about celebratiT'.g the ' half- jubilee of the 

Albany Settlement'. Chase envisaged both a multiplicity of cele-

brations wherever even ten settlers could get together, and major 

events at Port Elizabeth , Bathurst and Albany . The date he suggested 

waS April 10, because on that date in 1820 the first British settlers 

to reach Algoa Bay had disembarked from the 'Chapman '. 

Godlonton endorsed Char-e's proposal and was probably correct in 

t . ,28 saying that his 'spirit -stirring' letter had 'excited deep emo ~on . 

The widespread settler celebrations of 1844 may be said to mark the 

self- cons cious beginning of the cult of .the 1820 settlers . To arouse 

pUblic interest in the sC:leme, God lonton publiehed Chase ' s ' Statistics 

of the British Settlement in South Africa of 1820 ' which gave ' dat es 

of arrivals of the respective emigrant ships' .29 In Port Elizabeth , 

25 GTJ, 30 . 3 . 43 . 

26GTJ , 31.8 . 43. 

271797 -1862. 1820 settler . 1.le thodist missionary , served at 
Butterworth an<l Bathurst , and founded Birklands ;,jj.ssiou which later 
became HealdtO'.'.n Institute . 

28GTJ , 25 ,1.!A, 

29GTJ , 8 . 2 ,4·,t . 
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meetings were held to discuss "he settler jubilee30 and by Wednesday, 

April 10 , 1844 , everything had been arranged for the celebrations . 

In Port Elizabeth Chase w~s the chairman at a commemoration 

banquet j.n honour of the settlers. When' the toast of the evening 

[ to] the British Settlers of 1820 with those who [had] since joined 

them' was proposed , Chase replied on behalf of his compatriots. 

He recalled the arrival of +~":le 1820 settlers and went on tc descri'oe 

wIllt they had accomplished s ince then. His account was so l&udatory 

that the Eastern Cape wa.s made to seem a paradise indeed : by 1844 

Grahamstown and Port Elizabeth :illd been established, churches had 

been buil t , mission stations rad been founded for the Xhosa , trad,e 

and commerce had beg-U-l ·~o flourish , there WaS a brisk turnover of 

imports and exports at Algoa Bay , and some democratic institutio~~ had 

been granted to the colonists . Chase claimed that the settlers had 

triumphed and won these great b leSSings for the Colony , despite their 

su;fferings during the fron ". er war of 1834- 5 , and the insu i ts they 

had received from ' wretched and degraded calUmniators , .31 Chase 

concluded with the wish that there would soon be ' a South African 

Empire ' - the ' new State ' which ' the Settlers of 1820 were destined 

by Providence to found in South Africa '. 

Before the banquet ended , Chase did however pay tribute to the 

original Dutch cettlers of 1652 8..'1d their descendants , after a toast 

had been proposed in their hOlfour , by the Collector of <.;us toms, 

D.P . . 8'rancis . 32 Chase praised the contribution of the Du,tch to the 

3OGOdlOn"on, Memorials, p . xxii. 
I 

31C1 early a l " ference to Stockenstrom, Philip and Fairbail'r .. 

32David Fr:mcis ( 1784-18'>4) 1820 settler. III 1828 v,a[' appointed 
Port Ca.-p t nin at Port Elj.zabetJ-. , and became Collector of Customs the re 
in 1(;.32 . 
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Colony, pointing out that it had been on the foundations laid by the 

earlier colonists that the British had built their prosperity. 

R~calling the kindness of the Boers to the British settlers , he 

mentioned with sorrow those frontiersmen who had emigrated from the 

Colony, especially 'the best among all that was good ••• the unfortunate 

and lamented Pieter Retief' .33 Later too , Chase proposed a solemn 

toast in memory of those whorr the ever-active Victorian providence 

had removed. It is to his credit that while describing Thomas Pringle 

as 'one whom we have cause to remember wi tb some degree of angf!r', 

C,mse asked his audience to ' forgive the errors of a quick imagination 

and a too sensitive mind and recollect only the sweet · Poet, who hath 

made the Kat, the Didema and the Winterberg classic ground' . 34 

Finally, lilr W.M . Harries, a .!ell-known Port Elizabeth businessman35 

proposed a toast to the chairman, ani thanked him for all he had done 

for the British settlers. Chase's reply gives some idea of how he 

himself wished to be regarde1 . 'Mr Chase returned thanks , stating 

that whatever services he had done for the cause of the Settlement, 

to which so kind allusion had been made, either as its historian or 

its statistician . • . had been done from a pure motive . .• neither for 

pecuniary gain •• . nor for • .. a~bition . All he wished was to be 

33Pieter Retief (1780-1838) Voortrekker leader . Was killed 
by t he Zulus at Dingane " kraal, l~gungundlovu . 

34This is a reference to two of Pringle 's poems, 'The Brown 
Hunter's Seng' and 'The Emigrant ' s Cabin'. Poems Illustratj.ve 0': 
South Africa , A5~ican Skptchcs, Part I, by Thomas Prir~le , edited by 
,T.R . I"labl, pp. 33, 63 , 1 ~3 und 175 . 

35William Matthew Harries, a le::tder of the Eastern Cape 
Separatist ',ovement , became a member of the Legi slctive rouncil in 
1848. He represented Port Elizabeth and then Cradock in the House 
of Assembly during l;:l58- 9 und 1861- 64 respectively . 
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remembered as one who had contributed, however feebly , something to 

thei r success. , 36 

The settlers were clearly very proud of their town at thp. Bay, 

but in fact during the 1840 ' s Port Elizabeth was 'noted for the 

ungodliness and intemperance of its inhabitants', and termed by some 

t he 'Little Hell' . 37 There were few signs of urban civilization, no 

1.avements nor gutters , no lights at night , no sam tat ion - in 

f act thE! town was little better than ' an unkempt and dirty fishing 

village' .38 Port Elizabeth re~uired many improvements, such as an 

efficient police force , anl the introduction of lighting and d .cainage 

systems; the way to bring these about was by electing municir~l 

commiSSioners, in tenus of Ordinance 9 of 1836 . By mi':-1843 thirteen 

towns in the Colony had taken this step , and Grah9.lllS town , the town of 

which Port Elizabeth was most conscious , had achieved municipal status 

in 1837 - the fourth town in the Colony to do so . 39 

Chase play~d some part in the establishment of muniv. ': pal govern-

ment for Port Elizabeth . For this he campaigned between 1843 and 

1847, although the introduction of municipal regulations for the town 

had been discussed as far back as 1835 . 40 At a public meeting on 

May ?2 , 1843 , Chase had unsuccessfully proposed that Port Elizabeth 

' should be erected into a N~cipality ', but the majority had supported 

Harries' ame:rilment that the 'uncertain advantages ' of municipal 

36GOdlonton, Memorials , pp. 49-76 . 

37EdwardS, J ., Remini.scences of the Early Life and l.lissior.ary 
Labours of the Rev . John Edwards .Fir't. Years ". Weslc an i.;is3ionar in 
South Africa , p . 1~6 Lor.uon , 1886 . 

38Redgrave, J.J . , Port ~lizabeth in By~one Dayn, p . 368. 
39 Hunt , pp. 144-145 ; 281. 

40B1'H, 9.1.47. Speech by J .C. Chase. 
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government woud not justify the expense involved . 41 Nearly two 

42 years later , on Jant\ary 5, 1845 , Chase seconded S. Middleton ' s 

motion that Port Eli zabeth request municipal status , but the motion 

. 43 
was lost by forty- six votes to forty . Another two years passed 

before the question of electing muni cipal co~sioners . for the Bay 

was again publicly discussed . At a public meeting held on Jant\ary 

4 , 1847, Chase proposed the only resolution, that 'we consjJer 

municipal regulations for the future government of Port Elizabeth 

should forthwith be established ' . In his speech he referred to the 

tradition of local government lI'Uch the Cape had inherited both from 

Hol land, ' the elder f oster-parent of the Colony ' and from England . 

After a rather theoretisal discussion of the benefits to be derived 

from municipal government , Chase described its pr actical advantaF.es . 

He pointed out that a municipality would be an official link between 

t he Government and ' the people of this neglected spot ', and would 

improve the town ' s hopes o~ receiving Government aid for eHsential. 

amenities . He mentioned some of the less attractive aspects of Port 

Eliza'ueth which might be obviated : the nakedness of the Fi ngoes on 

the beach , whi ch shocked ! respectable females '; the disturbance 01' 

the peace by the swearing of Hottentot women; the dange: of bujlders I 

rubble blocking the tracks and sj,dewalks; the unhealthy lIater supply 

and the urJlygienic market . He told his listeners that GT<?ha.lll's Town 

had r eceived a Government grant for the improvement of water- supplies,44 

and r ·,minded them that Graharr;'s fuwn IS roads had been improved thanks to 

41 GTJ , 1. 6 . 4::; • 
I 

42Sampson Mirrdletcn , a prowi nent Port Elizabeth merr,hant . 

43 GTJ, 26.6.45, Letter from 'Publius '. 

44 
cf. Hlmt, p . 190 . 
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t ne efficiency of the municipal commiSSioners . 45 Finally he exhorted 

t he DL~bitants of Port Elizabeth to vot e for municipal commissio4ers , 

t n show that they were fit to share in the government of the country, 

' whether the Colony be separated into two independent Provinces , or , 

what would be by far more preferable ', it were consolidated ' by the 

establishment of a real central metropolis midway between its wide 

extremes' . VI .L Harries who, since 1843 , had apparently changed his 

mind about municipal government, seconded Chase ' s resolution, which 

46 was carried unanimously ' by acclamation and with three hearty cheers '. 

At a public meeting on January 11, 1847 , a five -man cOmmittee , 

"thich included J . C. Chase, was appointed to ' draw out MtUllCipal 

regulations ' for Port Elizabeth. 47 On February 2, the draft 

regulations were approved at a pubJic meeting , 48 and were then sent 

t o Cape Tovm for the sanction of the Governor . 49 

Chase had left Port Elizabeth by the time the Eastern Province 

Herald carried the glad news that Port Elizabeth was officially to 

50 r eceive municipal status. When the relevant proclamation was 

finally published on November 18 , 184751 he could feel well satisfied . 

Between 1837 and 1847 Chase continued his political activity on 

behalf of the Eastern Cape, where the greatest interest was invariably 

45 cf . Hunt, p . 198. 

46EPH , 9 . 1.47. 

47The others were Messrs Fleming , W. Smith , C. Andrews and 
W.M. Harries. 

48EPH , 9 . 1.47 and 6 . 2 . 47. 

49'1' G 1 J..aJor- enera 
Cape Colony 27 . 1.47 -

50 ' EPH, 6.11.47. 

5~[unt, p . 281. 

Sir Henry Eldred Pottinger , Governo~ of the 
1.12 . ',7 . 
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shown in matters of frontier policy. Most Easterners believed t hat 

t he abolition of the so-called 'Stockenstrom ' or ' treaty system , 52 

would bring about stability on the frontier . There was also a general 

anxiety to increase the nl~ber of iwmigrants from Britain , so that 

there would be more whites to defend the frontier towns against the 

X-~osa . Moreover , immigrants would help stimulate the economic devel-

opment of the Eastern Cape and its seaport, Port Elizabeth . The 

possibility of political separation of the Eastern from the Western 

Cape remained. a live i ssue, because it was believed that separation 

would lead to firm action against black invaders , and that p<-ace on 

the frontier would allow the local economy to develop rapid'_y . 

Until 1847 , no representative from the Eastern DistrJ~ts sat in the 

Legi81ative Council which had been established J_n 1834,53 so during 

the early 1840' s the only peaceful way in which the frontiersmen 

could bring about political change was to publicise their grievances 

as wi dely and convincingly as possi ble . They did this t , means of 

memorials to the Queen or Governor, and through the press. Chase 

supported sev~ral public appeals for a change in the official 

attitude towards the Eastern Districts,54 but he made mos t effective 

use of the correspondence columns in the press . In this he was 

energetically supported by his friend Robert Godlontan , the Ed~ tor 

of the Graham's TOIm Journal, where Chase ' s work was always given 

prominence . 

52
For a discussion of thia system see Duminy, p . 83 . 

53Frec1crick Korsten was offered a seat in the Legislative 
Council in 1836, but declined it on account of ill- health. 
William Coele of the Easterl Cape joined the COlLl1.cil in 1847. 

54See GTJ, 28.12.37 and 22.2 . 38. Als 0 Crankshavl, p. 118, 
notes 1 and 3. 
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Between June 1838 and December 1839, a series of l etters about 

conditions on the Eastern frontier appeared in the Graham ' s Town 

~,=al. These letters were obviously the work of J . C. Chase , using 

t he pen- name ' Britannicus ' -- a pseudonym he had used earli er i n 

~is career while sti ll a correspondent of the Commercial Advertiser . 55 

In the ' Britannicus! correspondence Chase , with typical self-

righteousness , attempted to prove that the policy dictated by the 

Brit i sh Government since the mid-' thirties , had gi ven rise to an 

allegedly explosive s i tuation along the Eastern Cape frontier . 

' li-i. tannicus' began his series with a discussion of Napier ' s reacti on 

tJ the welccming address he had received from Port Elizabeth . The 

new governor ' s reply had amounted to a curt refusal to accept the 

advice of the l ocal residents on hov' to solve the frontier problems . 

In this connecticn ' Britannicus' summed up one of the essential beliefs 

of the frontiersmen. ' Ministers may invent theori es of gover nment, 

and find men ready to carry them into practice. ; but they a l one who 

have to undergo their practical effects can be judges of their 

consequences' . He concluded his l etter with a venomous attack on 

t he originators of the ' present system' , obviously referring to 

Stockenstrom and Glenelg, ,,1 though he did not mention them by name . 56 

In his next letter, 'Britannicus ' exulted at Stockenstrom's 

departure from the Colony j.n August , 1838, and alleged that the 

Li eutenant- Governor who was offi cially on l eave had in fact resigned, 

because of the 'undaunted and constitutional oppoGi tiDn of the 

55 Supra, p. 15. 

56GTJ , 7.6.38 •. 
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British settlers to his weak Government ,. 57 When he ceased to be a 

respecter of persons, illlase was always likely to misrepresent the 

evidence. In the catalogue of Stockenstrom's misdeeds presented by 

' Britarnri.cus' there is a reference to ' the late solemn verdict of 

the Supreme Court against him, for slaying an unarmed and defenceless 

Kafir youth'. This referred to Stockens trom' s recent unsu"cessful 

libel action againEt Captain Dvncan Campbell. 58 The SUpr!2ille Court 

bad certainly not convicted Stockenstrom of murder , as 'Bri tannicus ' 

had implied. This inaccuracy reflected the attitude of the Eastern 

frontiersmen to the libel case; illuminations and bonfires had 

celebrated Campbell's acquittal, as though the Eastern Districts had 

been on trial and had bsen vindicated by the court. 59 

In November, 1838, 'Britaru1icus' discussed ~~e grievances which 

he claimed had forced the Boers to leave the Colony. He also pointed 

out the grievances of the 'more recent settlers' who, he declared, 

had been ' inveigled i nto t',s country under the pledge of ?rotection ' 

and had then been ruined during the Vlar of 1834- 5 - a statement later 

somewhat invalidated by the boastful tenor of the jubilee cele­

brations. 60 The 'Bri tannicus' correspondence continued during the 

early months of 1839 . 61 
' Brita.~cus ' welcomed the permission recently 

57 Stockenstrom had intended to resign. Glenelg refused to 
accept his resignation, but Lord Normanby who succeeded Glenelg at 
the Colorri.al Office in February, 1839, dismissed Stocke.:strom. 
cf. J.S. Galbraith, Reluc ·~8J'lt Empirp. British Policy on the South 
Afri cm Frontier 1834·-1854 . (California , 1963) , pp. 148-150 . 

58 hO Supra, p . ) . 

59An official Court of Inquiry later acquitted Stockenstrom of 
murderiu.g a Xhosa youth. (Cory III, p . 445) . cf. supr a, p . 51. 

60supra, pp . :;5 & 57. 

61GTJ .. 1 79· , ../ . ~ ;; - , 31.1. 39; 28.2.39, cantjnucd in 7.3.39. 
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glven by Napier for the publication of the official records of cattle 

theft on the fronti er. Discussing the frontier s i tuation in the 

light of the stock- theft records which he had analysed , 'Britannicus ' 

claimed that ' notwi thstanding our now nearl y t wo years-old Treat ies , 

robberJ.es by Kafirs are full y equal to whatever took pl ace under 

62 what has been termed the old and cruel system '. At the begilming 

of May, the Journal again car~ied a ' Brit~JUcus ' l etter containing 

extensive criticism of all aspec t s of Stockenstram ' s frontier policy, 

and yet another attack on Dr PhiliP.63 

Some reactiQ~ against these letters appeared in the Journal of 

May 9 , 1839 . Thomas Nelson64 warned the editor that the ideas of 

'Bri tannicus ' were unchristi= and that his wri tL~gs would foster 

. 65 
hatred . 'Bri tannicus' retorted that his motive was to 'cleanse 

the Colonial oharacter from those aark stains with which zealots and 

philanthropists •.• [had] for their own purposes blackened the history 

of [ the settlers' J intercourfle Vii th the Native tribes ', and he defied 

Nelson to disprove his facts . 66 

About six months passed before 'Bri tannicus ' again wrote tc 

the Graham ' s Town Journal , possibly because of the disruption caused 

by Frederick Korsten ' s death in June , 1839 . 67 Moreover, the letter 

wIL.ch eventually appeared in the Journal of November 7, 1839, must 

62 A reference to tl." commando and spoor systems . 

63 GTJ , 2.5 . 39. 

641786- 1863 . Sail~d for the Cape in 1819 . Became a prominent 
citizen of Graham's Tovm, and was at one time a municipal commissioner . 

65GTJ , 9.5 . 39. 

66GTJ , 6.6.39. 

67 . 
Supra, p. 52. 
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have taken some time to prepare, as it included a rr~ber of -statistical ' 

t ables co~~ected with ' cattle depredations ' , and was presented as an 

authoritative condemnation of Stockenstrom ' s treaties . 68 
This ' final 

proof ' of Stockenstrom ' s iniqui-ties was welcomed by a corr espondent , 

' Col onus ', who "Tote , ' The new system fast appr oaches to i -~s 

di ssolution; the last blow has been given by . . . ' Britannicus ', in the 

masterly tables with which he has favored the public ' .69 

The following i ssue of the .'!_ournal carried the tidi ngs of 

Stockenstrom ' s dismissal from office by Lord Normanby , 70 whose decision 

had been reached largely on the strength of Napier's opinion that the 

unpopularity of the Lieutenant- Governor had made it impossihl e for him 

71 t o govern the Eastern Cape successfully . There car be little doubt 

t hat the impression of Stockenstrom ' s unpopularj_ty in the Eastern Cape 

was greatly strengthened by Chase ' s attacks on him i n the press . 

This was an erroneous impression in so far as the Lieutenant- Governor 

was hated by th" vociferous British settlers , and possib- ., by some of 

the Voortrekkers , but not apparently by the Dutch- speaking frontiersmen 

who remained in the colony . 72 The ' unofficial election ' of 1850 

re-affirmed Stockenstrom' s popularity with the frontiersmen when he 

was returned at the top of the poll in the Eastern Districts . Had the 

frontiersmen of 1839 hated Stockenstrom as violently as the Jm"rnal's 

propaganc~ had made out , it is highly unlikely that he would have 

68GTJ , 7 .11.39 . 

69GTJ , 28 .11.39. 

70 GTJ, 5 . 12 . 39. 

71Duminy , p . 82, fooinote 3 . 

72 f U - J II ' -, - 1 d . - d c . rlc, .1., :'~Eca _ stu __ L of the ev-l ence of '.ndries 
Stoc] -:cn:. tTo~n bcfor.~ th :) Ahori :"inc!': COl!uni ttce in l Uj :J , 'ricv:cJ tn the 
li·C;ht of hie I.'_""'crious f.:to. tCk;rt'8und. ~)olicic3 i P2 . 35-36 . 
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triumphed in J.850 merely on the strength of the popular acclaim he 

had won during the War of the Axe. 73 

Chase's part in ousting the Lieutenant - Governor was much 

appreciated by his fellow townsmen, who were clearly aware of the 

identity of 'Britannicus, . 74 After signing a valedictory letter to 

Stockenstrom ,75 'Britannicus' did not reappear in the Graham ' s Town 

Journal , but Chase continued the campaign against the tre~ty system 

under his own name. In July, 1 843 , he published three tables to JOrove 

76 the jneffi ciency of the frontier system, and later the same year 

provided an analysis of stock-theft figures , which it was hopd would 

strengthen a petition to the Queen for the abolition of the treaty 

system. 77 Early in 1844 a request in the Legislative Council for an 

offici al analysis of 'cattle depredations ' on tr.e frontier was turned 

down because of the expense involved, so Chase checked his 

calculations of July, 1843, to ensure complete accuracy, ill1d in July, 

1844, published the revised statement for the use of the ~,egislative 

Council. 78 

Chase's ,.nalysis was widely read and quoted. Both J .M. Bowker79 and 

Robert Godlonton referred to it in their publications; 80 the analysis was 

73Duminy , pp . 107 and 149. 

74supra, p. 55 . 

75GTJ , 5.12. 39. 

76GTJ , 13.7.43. 

77GTJ , 21 .9.43 ; Crill1k£haw , p.118; Annals of the Cape, p . 381. 

78GTJ , 21.3.44; Annal::: of'the Cape , p. 381. 

7\S01-18 47. Settled in Lower Al1oill1y lS22. Became Resident 
Agent wi t~1 Fingo near Fort Peddie . ' Speeches, Letters and Selections 
from Important Papers of the late John Mi tford Bowker ' was p'lblished 
1864 . pp. llB-119.refe r to Chase . 

SO Crankshuw, p . 89. 
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also quoted at various public aeetings in Albany and somerset ;81 the 

analysis was frequently mentioned in the Journal; and was of co~se 

used by members of the Legislative Council . Even John Montagu, the 

82 
Colonial Secretary in Cape Town, saw ' no reason to doubt its 

83 accuracy' • In spite of this acco:!-ade, Chase ' s analysis did not 

receive universal approval 84 C.L. Stretch, the Government Agent with 

the GaL~a tribe, commented, 'Every hoof missir.g from a farm, whether 

lost or strayed, was sure · to figure in the list. 85 Mr Chase took 

advantage of it, and very naturally for him, he balanced the account 

not long since, am the result ·'as :;;,·inted ,.86 It is true that Stretch 

might have been prejudiced in favour of the Gaika, from whom he had 

received a grant of land at Blockdrift , 87 and it is also t : ue that 

Chase and Stretch appear to have been boyhood rivals,88 but even in 

81GTJ , 3 . 10 . 44 . 

82John Montagu (1797· ;852). Secretary to the Government, Cape 
Town, 1843- 1852. Among his adr~nistrative achievements were the 
reorganization of the Cape ' s finances and settlement of the public 
debt; and the improvement of the Colony ' s roads . 

83 Annals of the Cape, p. 382 . 

841796- 1882 . Ensign, 38th Regiment , reached Cape about 1811 . 
1835 appointed Goverrunent Agent with the Gaika, but dis.nissed 1846 . 
Was M •. P. fo r Fort Beaufort 1854-58, and for Port Elizabeth 1,\60- 63 . 

85The ' not-reclaimable ' . list, instituted by Napier in 1839 , 
when he sl;.ghtly relaxed the terms of the treaties to the benefit of 
the Colonists . Stretch described the 'not- reclaimable ' list as 'the 
heaviest blow ever struck on the treaties'. 

86 Crankshaw, ' B. Memorandum on the Stockenstrom Treaty System 
by C.L . Stretch'. 

87 Crankshaw, p. 5. 

~8Cllase to Godlonton, 6 . 4.69 . Wi ts. 
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spite of these reservations, it does seem that Stretch's critici sm 

of Chas e ' s analysis was valid . 

G. Crankshaw di scusses the various availabl e sources of 

informati on ·concerning stock-theft, no one of which agrE'ed wi th any 

89 other: the records of t he Agent - General in Graham ' s Town; figures 

given in British Parliamentary Papers; and official Cape Government 

returns which were published in the Government Gazette from the 

beginning of 1838 . The last mentioned was the main source used :'y 

Chase, while his information on the period December 1836 to De~ember 

l e37, was from reports in the local papers . Crankshaw shows that both 

sets of returns used by Chase were 14'1Satisfactory, and Chase himself 

complained that the government returns were ' very clumsily prepared ,. 90 

'Philipus Non DD ', a correspondent of the Graham's Town Journal , also 

qu.eried the r elia bili ty of the returns . 91 Clearly, Chase's con-

clusions must be questioned. Crankshaw concludes that t he diary of 

C.L. Stretch is probably the most accurate reGord of stock losses 

along the Gaika boundary , and that it is possible to accept the 

evidence of Stretch's diary that t he GaiY~ chief made restitution in 

nearly all the cases of stock- theft which were referred t o him by 

the Government Agents . 92 Cran-le',haw's thesis contradi cts the conclusion 

dravm from Chase ' s analysis that the Xhosa were taking advantage of 

Stockenstrom's system to enrich themselves at t he Colonists ' expense , 

89Hougham Hudson (1794- 1860) . 1820 settler . Appointed 
~mgistrate for Port Elizpbeth , 1828 . Agent - General for the Xhosa 
people 1836 ; Civil Commi~sioner and Resident lIlagistrate , Albany, in 
1846 . Retired 1852. 

90 GTJ , 31.1. 39. 

91GTJ , 15.9 . 42 . 

92
CrankGhaw, p . 93. 
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and tlo.at the Xhosa r efused to fulfil the terms of the treaties . Even 

Lieutenant- Governor Hare ,93 who was not prejudiced in favour of the 

blacks , r eported in October 1842 t hat all claims for stolen horses 

and cattle on the 'reclai11lP.ble' list had been satisfactorily settled. 94 

The 'not-reclaimable ' lis t was not a reliable guide to the rate of 

cattle theft, as it provided many opportunities fo r abuse on the part 

of colonists as well as of the authorities . 95 Chase's analysis gave 

a wrong impression of the border situati on, and t his contri buted 

nothing towards a peaceful resolution of the confrontation between 

black and white on the frontier. Tension, arising from constmt fear 

of attack , made the white frontiersmen susceptible to false ~larms and 

rumours,96 and created a situation in which an object~ve evaluation of 

the t~eaty system by the people of the Eastern Cape was next to 

impossible. Very few attempted it . 

The main flow of emigration from Great Britain to he r colonies 

during t.l}e first half of the 19th century bypassed the C<. , e en route 

to the Ant ipodes , or was direc ted across the Atlantic to Canada . 

Apart from the £50 ,000 invested in the settlement of 1819- 20 , the 

Imperial Government gave very little financial assistance to emigration 

to +.he Cape until 1844 , 97 the main reason for this being that the Cape 

could not balance its bUdget. 98 Consequently the rate of Brit~sh 

93Lieut. - Col. John Hare , Acting Lieut. Governor 9 . 8 . 38 -
September 1839. Lieut . Governor September 1839 - September 1846 . 

94crankshaw , p . 81 . 

95Crank8haW , pp . 77- 85. 

96crankshnw, p . 10I. 

97H.M • Robertson, ' The Cape of Good Hope and "Systematic 
Colonization"', p . 381, in The South African Journal of Econ0mics , 
vol . 5 , no. 4 , ~ec< , 1937. 

93 Breitonbach , p. 192 . 



emigration to the Cape was very limited, and it has been estimatE'd 

that on average only about two hundred and nineteen English settlers 

arrived at the Cape annually betNeen 1821 and the E'arly 1840's.99 

100 John Ingram, an 1820 settler, led a party of Irish emigrants to the 

101 Cape in 1823 and arranged the settlement of further groups at the cape 

between 1823 and 1830, with partial Government assistance at about 

"6 17 6 .. t 102 "'. .• per l1lI!ID.gran • Between 1833 and 1839 the Child's 

Friendly Societyl03 arranged for the emigration of a number of boys 

and girls to the Cape. Two-fifths of their expenses , which amounted 

to £15 for passase and rations, were met by the society, and three ­

fifths by the prospective mast8r of each child. 104 Nevertheless, 

several other emigratior, projects originating both in Britain and in 

105 Southern Africa, were lmsuccessful because they lacked funds. 

Both the Eastern and West~rn sections of the Colony needed 

immigrants , but a large proportion of those who travelled to the Cape 

probably remained in Cape Tu:.'ll, unwittingly adding to the Eastern 

Cape's resentment against the Western Cape. To some extent the two 

regions differed in the type of immigrant they required. The merchants 

of Cape Town demanded servants and labourers, especially after their 

99])Uly, L.C., British Land Policy at the Cape, 1795-1844 A 
Study of Administratiye Procedures in the EOl2.ire , p. 189 . 

100 Born 1785. Leader of the Cork party of settler' in 1820. 

JD1])ickason, G.B., Irish Settlers to the Ca 
Clanwilliam J.820 Settlers from Cork Harbour, pp . 

10~vitcomb , p. 70. 

of the 
Tovm, 1973). 

10?Fcunded by E.P. Brenton, to rescue destitute children. Funds 
were raised by public sll.bscription , and children raised by the society 
were ll.sually apprenticed in the Colonies. 

104witcomb, pp . 71-73. 

105 Witcomb , pp. 50; 114 - 5 ; 119- 128. 
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cuntrol over Hottentots and former slaves had been reduced. l06 In 

addition to servants and labourers,107 the Albany colonists were on 

the look-out for immigrants who would settle on the land , and help 

strengthen the fronher against ·the Xhosa . Consequently their quest 

for ·iImnigrants became an even more serious i ss·..\e after the Great 

Trek . During the early 1840's Chase took up the cause of emigration 

in the interests of the Eastern Distr icts . Lord J ohn Russell ' s 

establishment of the Land Board and Emigration Commission in 1840108 

gave rise to much discussion amongst the colonists on the best means 

of encouraging immigrants to settle in the Cape Colony . l09 In Port 

Elizabeth , Chase helped organise a meeting , held on June 2 , 1840,110 

'to consj.der the best means of promoting immigration to the Colony' • 

He successfully pr oposed a resolution ' that this Colony holds out 

advantages to Capitalists, Mechanics and Labourers , equal to any , and 

superior to most of the other colonies of Great Britain'. He intro-

duced some figures to support his resolution , and set out to prove 

that the Cape was ' unfairly proverbial for its poverty ', as it was 

more densely populated than New South Wales . He arrived at this 

questionable conclusion as follows , ' Deduct the area of the Karoos of 

t he Colony from. the rich .. nd picturesque belt of land which stretches 

row.1 the coas t, and increases in fertility on our eastern frontier , 

entl you will f ind that NeVI South Wales has a population only Ii to a 

1060rdinance 50 of 1828 ; Emancipation Act of 1833 . 

107 GTJ, 20.4.32 . 

108Duly , L .C., BritLh ",,]Uti PO'icy a t t~e Cape , 1795-1844 : A 
Study of Administr8.t i ve .Proccdurcs in the E"'pi.rc , pp . 160- l. 

109Wi tcomb , pp. ,115-116 , 

110G'rJ , 1 . 6.40. 
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_1 A 111 
square mile, while that of the Cape is <C/o '. 

At the meeting, Chase was appointed to a committee to 'memorialize 

the Governor that Port Elizabeth [wished ] to co-operate with the work 

of the Land and Emigration Board ,.112 The memorial sent to Napier 

by t he Port Eli ~abeth committee was published in the Gra.~am's TOMl 

Journal of July 2 , 1840 and Godlontan gave his approval, recommending 

other towns to ' go and do likewise '. I t can be imagined what indig-

nation el ectrified the colonists when the news arrived early in July, 

1840, that Lord John Russell had not included the Cape in any of his 

i nstructions to the Land and Emigration Board . This was bect '.use Lord 

John Russell had unwillingly accepted the argument of the Governor, 

Napier, that owing to the Colony ' s unique tradition of land 

alienation, the Cape could not afford to take part in an Imperial 

emigration programme as envisaged by the Land and Emigration Board . 

The Board proposed to finance colonization in the British Empire by 

using profits from the sale of land in the Colonies. J," -;;hough 

unoccupied land was available at the Cape , particularly i n the Eastern 

Districts, where many farms had bee:n left vacant during the Greak 

Trek,113 Napier argued that few colorusts would be prepared to buy 

land auctioned at a minimum upset price , when for years comparable land 

had been available for occupation at very low quitrents . Con&2quently 

the profits f rom land sales at the Cape would be inadequate to pay for 

an. effective emigration scheme . It was not in fac t until September 

IllGTJ, 11.6 . 40. 

112The other members were .T . Thilipps, C. Andrews, P. Heugh , 
J.C. Welsford, W. Smith and VI.M . Harries . 

113Duly , L.C . , BritiGil Land Policy at the C8.:p, 1795-1844: A 
Study of il aninis trati-rc .ero(;euuJ'e~ in the Empire, pp . 188- 189 . 
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1843 that the disposal of land oy public auction at minimum upset 

price was proclaimed the only legal system of land alienation at the 

114 Cape. Meanwhile, in response to the publication of Russell's 

instructions to the Land and Emigration Board, protest meetings were 

held at the Cape and a memorial sent to Lord John, asking him to 

sanc1;ion the use of money derived from quitrents, for immigrati on . 

This VIas in line with the suggestions made L'1 Port .Elizabetr.' s 

memorial to Napier . Lord John Russe]l replied that the Cape Government 

could not afford this measure, and that the colonists must try to 

financ e immigration themselves. c15 

By October, 1840 , Chase had partly completed a guide- book on 

the Eastern Cape,116 whj~h was intended to attract immigrants to the 

region, and an extract from it was published in the Graham's Town 

Journal of October 22, 1840 . Chase ingeniously included publicity for 

the cause of immigration in his business advertisements, offering his 

services as a ' Land Agent 8: ;-; Conveyancer ... to Settlers a01d 

Purchasers of Landed Estates' .117 He also co-operated with other local 

leaders in trying to attract immigrants to the Eastern Districts, and 

in 1842 was appointed to a Port Elizabeth sub_committeel18 of the 

Graham's Town-based Cape of Good Hope Eastern Districts Emigration 

Association. 119 Later that year Chase was appointed secretary at 

114Duly, L.C., op.cit., pp. 160-170. 

115Witcomb, pp. 116- 117. 

116 The Ca pe of Good Hope and the Eas tern Pro-,ince of Algoa Bay , 
by John Centlivres Chase, edited by Joseph Christophers (London, Id43) . 

l~ 7 G'U , 12.12.40. 

118 The other members were W. Fleming and VI. Smith. 

119 GTJ, 15 .9_ 42. 



75 

the first meeting of the newly- established Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage 

I . t· s . t 120 
mm~gra ~on oc~e y. In October , 1843 , copies of Chase ' s l ong-

awa'.ted hand-book on the Eastern Cape arrived in Graham' s Town, and 

121 were cordially welcomed by the editor of the Journal . 

It is difficult to assess the effectiveness of t he work done by 

Chase and his fellow- propagandists of immigration certainly some 

groups of settlers arrived in t~e Eastern Districts during the early 

'f t · 122 or les. Some of these were recruited by J . S. Christophers , 

Chase ' s editor,123 so it seems reasonable to assume that he used 

Chase ' s book to publicise his emigration campaign, although some 

rbferences to Eastern Cape grievances must have been considered 

more of a deterrent than an attraction to prospective settlers. 

Neither Chase's claim that the front~er ' s fate depended on ' a vicious 

bo~der policy which , after six years test [had been] pronounc ed and 

proven a decided failure ' ,124 nor his warnings against the treachery 

of Xhosa labourers125 and the likelihood of ' ce.ttle depredations ,126 

seemed calculated to reassure . On the other hand , Chase alleged tbBt 

the advantages of life at the Cape Colony outweighed the disadvantages , 

particularly as the region was very healthy. ' We may want capital and 

labour (yet even these emigration Nill supply) but sti ll Providence 

120GTJ , 22.12.42 . TJoe other committee members were W. Fleming, 
IV. Higgins, IV. Smith, IV. r,:. .'larries, C. Andrews, J. Parkins . 

121GTJ , 5 . 10.43. 

122GTJ , 13 .10 . 42; '.9.1.43; 17 . 8 .43. 

123GTJ , 19.1.43; 17. 8 . 43 . 

124 The Cape of Good IIope, p. 86. 

125ibid . , p. 23J. 

126. b · . 9' 1 lQ., p. ...L. 
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has enriched [the Colony] with the greatest blessing in its store, 

f tl h lth 1- t' 127 a per ec y ea_ y c ~ e • 

It is because of the aspe~t of its regional emphasis given 

expression in the foundation of local emigration societies and the 

publ ication of Chase ' s book -- that the emigrati on campaign in the 

Eastern Cape can be seen as part of the Separation Movement. 

It was believed that emigra~ion would serve the twin aims oc economic 

deve:!.opment and military security in the Eastern Districts-- aims that 

hannonised exactly with those of the Separation Movement. I t might 

also be argued that the questio., of emigration exacerbated the 

att i tude of Chase and his alljes towards the two main targets of 

Separatist propaganda, ·c'hilip and Stockenstrom, who were held r es­

ponsible for the bad press the Eastern Cape received in Britain. 128 

Chase's vision of emigration extended beyond the Cape Colony and into 

Natal : 1843 saw the publication of his Natal Papers , which was partly 

intended to persuade the B:-. tish Government to annex and c'110nize the 

south-east coast of Africa . 129 

Ironically , the campaign for increased immigration to the 

Eastern Cape WaS at cross purposes with that for separatism. 

I mmigration enthusiasts sketched an idyllic landscape and boun~less 

opportunities ; Separatists harped on scenes of neglect, backwardness 

and peril . It is not surprising that after 1844, when a Government­

sponsored immigration scheme came into operation, l30 C~~se took -

127· b -d 23 J.l. . ,p .. 

~28VIi tcomb, pp. 94-95 . 

129infra, clI. VII. 

130 
Supra, p.70, footnote 97. 
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little f'urther part in f'osteriDg i1Ilmigration and devoted his 

energies to other ways of' promoting the interests of' the Eastern Cape. 

Late in 1844 Chase helped write a memorial to the Governor, 

Maitland,131 on behalf' of' the citizens of' Port Elizabeth who wi shed 

132 to protest against a proposed Stamp Act . Taking advantage of' 

any opportunity to call attention to Eastern Cape grievances, Chase 

and his colleagues133 contrived to remind the members of' t~e Legis-

lative Council that the Eastern Districts were 'imperf'ectly represented ' 

in the Council , so tileir petition deserved special consideration .134 

Probably the clearest statement; of' Chase ' s view of the relative 

positions of the Eastern and Western Cape at this time appears in a 

speech he made at a public meeting held in Port Elizabeth to protest 

against a move by the Legislative Council to abolish the Lieutenant 

Governorship. This suggestion put f'orward by J .E . Ebden and supported 

in principle by the entire Legislative Council , was never put to the 

vote, but it aroused a sto- 'l in the Eastern Districts, where protest 

meetings were held at many centres . 135 

Chase ' s speech was published verbatim in both the Eastern 

Province Herald and the Graham ' s Town Journa1. 136 He chal lenged the 

competence of the Legislative Council to propose the a~olition of 

the Lieutenant- Governorship, as he alleged the Council did not 

13~ieu.t . Gen. Sir Peregrine Maitland, Governor Ol the Cape 
Colony, 18.3 . 44 - 27.1 .47 . 

13~reitenbach, pp. 207-211; Fryer, p . 65 . 

l~-

X)W . 1'1 eming and W. M. Harri e s • 

D4 GTJ, 16 .1.45. 

135Ereitenbach, pp . 254- 5; Fryer, p. 4. 

136EIH , 31.12.45; GT.T, 3 .1.46 and 17 .1.46. 
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o:epresent public opinion. Members, he said, were Government 

appointees, ignorant of the Eastern Cape and minimising its diffi-

culties and stock losses on the mere evidence of 'unpublished and 

very doubtful statements of the Kafir Agents ' .137 Arguir.g that the 

Eastern Cape was enti tJ.ed either to a separate government, with its 

own Lieutenant Governor, or to become the seat of a single central 

government for the whole Col o'J.y , Chase quoted the opinions of various 

'eminent and competent' persons, to support his claims. In their 

memorial to Bathurst in 1823 , the British settlers had complained that 

138 
t'~e fl'ootier could nct be effectively governed from Cape TO'hn. 

The Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry had in 1827 recommended the 

separation of the Colony into two provinces.139 Sir Benjamin D'Urban 

had suggested the removal of the seat of government to Uitenhage in 

preference to the appointment of a Lieutenant Governor.140 Even Lord 

Glenelg had seen fit to recognize the right of th6 Eastern Cape to 

special oonsideration by th? appointment of a Lieutenant Governor. 

Chase argued, not very convincingly, that the commercial 

superiori ty of the Western Cape over the Eastern Cape was only 

apparent. He predicted that the construction of a canal across the 

Is thmus of Suez141 would -reduce Table Bay's marine traffic very 

137 cf. Supra, pp. 68-69. 

138 Supra, p .2. 

139 cf. Reports of the Commissioners of Inquiry, on the Cape of 
Good Hope, pp. 22- 23 and 28. (Reprinted and published by G. Grieg , 
Cape Town, 1827.) (1827 XXI 282.) 

140Ref'erred to in despatch, Glenelg to D'Urban, 1.5.37, in 
Return: Caf'fre ~·;ar order ed u: t he House of Commons to be printed 
July, IB37, p. 274. 1837 XLIII 503 . 

141In 1843 a par .phlet h'ld been published oy Arthur Anderson: 
'Observations on the 'Practicabili ty and Utili ty of Openinc; a Communi­
L':ltion Bet':Jeen t he !i.e:I S(:~fl and the T.'iediterranenn by a Ship- Canal' . 
(Enaya1 'JP" ~<1j " ll:d.t:::nnica , pp. 366- 7, vol. 21, 1971.) 
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cOnBiderably, and even the buildin~· of a breakwater at Port Eli zabe til , 

which was well within the bounds of possibility, would divert much 

shipping from Cape Town to Algoa Bay. Moreover , ar~~ed Cha~3, the 

hinterland of the Western 0ape was confined by the Kalahari desert , 

whil e that of the Eastern cape stretched to the tropics . 

Yet another standard argument against the abolition of the office 

of Lieutenant Governor was used by Chase. He described hJw he had 

encountered a general fear in the frontier zone of invasion by the 

Xhosa, during a recent tour he had made of that area, and warned the 

Legislative Councillors that their abolition of the Lieutenant­

Governorship might lead to a fatal breakdovm in frontier defence 

arrangements in the event of war. Chase compared ite aprarent willingness 

of tr.e Legislative Council to run such a risk , wi th the alleged readiness 

of Glenelg to assume responsibility for the abandonment of the Province 

of Queen Adelaide . This , according to Chase's reckoning, made the 

former Secretar"' of State for War and Colonies responsib: , for 103 

murders and stock losses amounting to £60 , 000 during the period 1837 

to 1845 . T~s charge against Glenelg was based on an extract from 

his despatch to D'Urban of May, 1837, which Chase quoted . 'I confess 

my 3llticipations[of disaster on the frontier] to be different from 

those you have formed . I am perfectly willing to take on myseif 

the sole and exclusive responsibi lity on this occasion' . To be 

strictly honest , Chase should have included the rest of Glenelg ' s 

sentence in his quotation; Tat the same time it is right to remind 

you that my instructions of December were not conclusi ve as to the 

measure of abandoning the new acquisition .••. The final decision was 

thus distinctly postponed vltil you sho.Qd have supplied the report 

and informati on for which I called ••• • To the present day n) such 
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:repo.rt Dr :i.n:formatio.n has reac~,.ed me . For any evil conse'l.uences 

therefo.re, which may ensue, I canno.t ho.ld myself singly respo.nslble . ,142 

Furthermo.re, Chase ga.ve no. evidence to prove that 103 murders had 

been co.mmitted o.n the frontier since 1837, altho.ugh he gave references 

fo.r many o.ther statements made in hi" speech. Accurate reco.rds of 

murtiers do. no.t seem to. be available, but acco.rding to one list o.f 

14" 'Civilians who. lo.st their lives in frontier disturbances ' ~ only 

about 20 whites were lulled by Xho.sa o.n the Ea.stern Frontier between 

1837 and the end o.f 1845. It is unl:i.kely that as many as 83 cattle 

herds were murdered during the same perio.d. It do.es seem that with 

r egard to. his charge against Glenelg, Chase made use o.f what he him-

self might have termed ' special pleading' to embellish his arguments. 

A series of desperate public meetings, petitions and public 

statements144 during the firs t four months o.f 1846 did nothing to 

r educe the tension on the frontier, and in April o.f that year the 

War o.f the Axe bro.ke out .145 Not unexpectedly, Chase held the Go.vern­

ment entirely responsible fo.r the o.utbreak146 and fanned the flames of 

settler resentment by recalling the circumstances of the Sixth Frontier 

War (1834-5) - pro.bably '1;.109 mo.st emo.tionally- charged i SEue in wr>i te 

142Despatch Glenelg to. D'lJrban, 1.5 . 37 , pp . 277- 8 , in Re'curn : 
caffre War ordered bv the Ho.use o.f Co.llII!1o.ns to. be printed Jul 1837. 
1837 XLIII 503 . 

143 ed . D.J. J . Preto.rius, In the Land of the Settl~rs , pp. 61-71. 

144Speeches, Letters and SelectionG from Impo.rtant Papers of 
the Tate Jo.hn I" i tfo.rd Bowkar , Some Years Resident and Diplomatic Agent 
with Certain ;:afir =d Fingo Tribes, pp. 191- 213 . (Graham's Town, 
1864 . Facsimile Reprint, Cape To.wn, 1962.) 

AlSo. EPH, 21 . 2 . 46; 28 . 2 .46; GTJ, 28 . 2.46; 25.4.46 . 

],45.::f . J . Frye, ed ., The War o.f thc A.,-e and the Xo.:oa Bible . 
The Jo.urnal 01' the Rev . J.W. Appleyo.rd, pp. :55-118. 

146chase t D' U b 1 7 '7 o ran,.. ~ • (D'Urban Corresponc.ence, Cory 
Library. ) 
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Eastern Cape tradition -- i n the .Eastern ~ovince Herald of August 8, 

1846. This was followed by Chase ' s ' Index Raisonn~ to material s 

f~r the compilation of a hand-book for inquiries into the causes of 

the Kafir War of 1846', whi ch was published in the Grahs" , s Town 

Journal of Sep~ember 26 . A resum~ of events on the frontier between 

1834 and 1846, the 'Index Raisonn~ ' was intended to prove that the 

outbreak of 1846 was the logjcal outcome of Government policy during 

that period, and was a more detailed account of the Eas t ern Cape 

history which Chase had already frequently given in numerous pttblic 

s~eeches and petitions .147 Possibly this long list of events had 

been intended for use in a publication, ' Kaffirland and the Kaffirs ' 

for which he had invited subscribers during February alld March 

1846 , 148 but which seems never to have been published . 

Nearly nine months after the appearance of the 'Index Raisonn~ ' , 

149 Chase compiled an 'Analysis of the Blue Book on the war of 1846 ', 

in an attempt to trace what he believed to be the origins of the War 

of the Axe . Chase acknowledged that his analysis was hasty and 

i mperfect. But there is surely a nice irony in a situation where his 

friend and sponsor, Robert Godlonton, unwittingly showed up the 

defects in Chase ' s work . It would seem that Godlonton ' s editorial 

cOluments were based, not on Chase ' s 'A.'18.1ysis', but on his own study 

of the Blue Book . For example, the first despatch in the Blue Book,150 

147 
Supra, pp. 57-58 ; 63- 67 ; 75; 77-79. 

148 
EFrl , 21 . 2 . 46 ; 7 3 .46 . 

149correspcndellce with the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope 
relative to t ile State of the K"t:i,::i.r ?ribes on the E'Jz tcITI Frontier of 
the Colony. Presen ted to both Houses of F'.lr1iamcnt by crounand of 
Her Majesty . February 1134". (1847 JOCXVIII 786.) 

150Sir P. ].J:?i tland to Lord Stanley, Secretary of State for 
War and the Colonies , 17.11.45. 
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a ccording to Chase ' s summary, contained ' remarks on petitionJ of 

English and Dutch farmers ••• of Albany and Somerset ', and the only 

comment on these that Chase at~ributed to Maitland was ' representations 

exaggerated'. But Godlonton stated , much more accurately , that 

Maitland ' s judgement had been 'clear and sound ,.151 

Chase sought to establi sh that the Governor had been totally 

unsympathetic towards the frontiersmen 8..'1d oblivious of the threat 

of war. Maitland had in fact written not unsympathetically of the 

petitioners, ' although I have no hesitation in saying that the 

r epresentati on of their condition i s exaggerated , I r eadily allow 

that the petitioners have some substantial grounds of complaint, and 

that it is an irritating and harassing thing to be l iable to have 

their property driven over the border by nocturnal thieves to their 

i nconvenience and loss, and the creation of an uncomfortable feeling 

of insecurity'. Moreover , Maitland's comm.ents on the Xhosa - whom 

he described as 'an uncivilised race , greedy of cattle a-_,'1 equally 

unscrupulous and adroit as to the mode of obtaining them ,152 -

would have won the hearty agreemen+, of most Eastern frontiersmen . 

Chase's continuous criticism of the Government for its treat-

ment of the ~astern Cape seemed hardly calculated to win him the 

appointment in the colonial service for which he still hoped ,J53 and 

he deserves credit for having had the courage to express his opinions 

151GTJ , 19.6 . 47 . 

152 Correspondence '::i th the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope 
r elative to the 
of the Colony . 
of Her i,laj es ,y . 

btn ~8 of the X'lfir 'P.c i oes on t he Eastern :!!::'"'ontie r 
.t'resented to both Houses of Farlia.mer"t by command 
]<'ebruary 1847.' p. 3 .. (1847 XXXVIII 786 . ) 

15-)In 1846 Chase app~ied for the post of Civil C~~ssioner, 
Uitenbage . Chase to D'Urban, 26 . 9. 1,·6 (D'Urban Correspcnd2nce , 
Cory Library). 
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as he did. In February, 1847, the new Governor and High ColIl1lissioner, 

Pottinger, arrived in the Eastern Cape and the Bayonians welc crued 

him with an address on which the list of signatories was headed by 

J.C. Chase . Pottinger seemed most interested in the address, which 

carried the f~liar settler versi on of frontier history. The 

Governor 's re8eption of the deputati'on who presented the address was 

very cordial ?54 it seemed to augur Vlell for the future. 

In September, 1846, the Lieutenant Governor, Hare, resigned on 

account of ill-health, and died on his way back to England .155 He 

was succeeded by Sir Henry Edward Fox Young156 whose arrival was J:ltlralded 

by the trumpet ,blast of a Godlonton editorial . Young was placed 

before the public eye as a man appointed on merit ana not cmlUection; 

and who , having worked with Sir Benjamin D'Urban, must surely reflect 

to some extent D' Urban ' s views . It was further suggested that the 

knighthood conferred on the occasion of Young ' s appointment was a 

compliment to ~he 'Province ' no less than to the man .157 

Young did not disappoint the Journal's hopes, and in some ways 

it was perhaps a pity that he held office in the Eastern Cape for 

only seven months. Despite the argument of Mr Justice W. Menzies , 158 

supported by the Executive Council , the Governor159 and the Secretary 

of State for War and Colonies160 that :the office of the Lieutel'ant-

154 EPH, 20 . 2 . 47 and 27.2.47 . 

155cory IV, p. 497. 

156Lieutenant - Governor of the Eastern Districts ,April 9 - Nov . 4, 
1847. 

157 ' GTJ, 17.4 . 47 and 24 .4.47. 

158APPointed Pui8ne Tudee, 1828; revised border treaties for 
Napier, 1840; annexed Oranb~-vaal area 1842 (disallowed by Jiapier). 

159Henry Pottinger. 

16°yt .E. Gladstone. Secretary of State for War and Colonies , 
23 .12.45 - 2 .7. 46 . 



161 Governor held 'merely nominal vower ', Young energetically 

championed the rights of his new 'province '. Early in 1846 Gladstone 

had reques ted details of Eastern claims for separation : Pottinger 

now asked Young for evidence on this matter, so that the Executive 

162 Council could submit a report . Young therefore sent a circular 

request for information to various leading Easterners, including 

Chase the enthusiastic response from allover the r egion l eft no 

doubt that the Cape Tovm based government was unpopular in the 

Eastern Districts . SOIDe replies however urged the divisi on of the 

Col ony, while others asked for the removal of Government f rom Cape 

Town to a more central site . Pottinger and Young both beli eved that 

a change in the existir3 system was necessary163 : it was therefore 

t o be a blow to Eastern Cape aspirations when both men were trans-

f erred at the end of 1847. 

164 Shortly after Young ' s arrival in Graham's Town, Chase 

offered his servi ces to tb" new Lieutenant- Governor , who r'Jplied that 

i t would have given him 'no small pleasure ' to employ Chase , 

espec~ally as he had been rec ommended by that ' honorable and dist-

inguished officer ', Si r Benja~ D'Urban, but there were no vacant 

16" appointmen'ts. -' Chase would probably have been reluctant to accept 

1 61 Fryer, p . 6 . 

162 Correspondence between the Ril",ht Hon . Sir Heur'." Pottin;.er, 
Bt . GCB., Governor , His Honoll!' Sir H.E. P. Young , Kt . , Lieutenant­
Gover.lor, Eastern Districts . [lnd Others , H£:spoctix1f~ a Separat; on of 
the E"1 Btern a:1Ci. ':.restern Provinces , and the Es tabli;-hr:.ent of a 
Distinct 8.:!ld Se ·car;.t'~ (}ov~rnr:· . .:nt in the Ea3tern PrOvince , p . 46 . 
(Cape Town , IS.'!'i). d . :B'ryel', p . 6. 

163 \ ::<'ryer, p . 6 . 

1 64 GTJ, 24 . 4 . 47. 

165 Young to Chase, 28.4.t7 LG 639, p . 1. 
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hny position inferior in status to that of Magistrate, as by 1847 he 

was obviously a man of some means and influence in the Eastern Cape . 

For many reasons government service was attractive to Chase . It 

would reduce pressure on the family business which was supporting his 

son ' s increasing establishment , and would als0 give him pension 

rights. Moreover , as Dr K. Fryer pointed out in his study of 

Executi ve Gover!l1llent at the ('ape of Good Hope, the office of Magistrate 

which Chase clearly coveted, had became an index of social status .166 

Young's first inclination was to use the post of Secretary to 

<ecure a military engineer for the Eastern Districts, who would draw 

his military pay in addition to the small salary of £350 paid to the 

secretary .167 This plan was stillborn. Then the appointment was 

offered to Fleetwood Rawstorne,Civil Commissioner in Colesberg , who 

had recently earned Young ' s gratitude by sorting out the arrears in 

the Land Department, but Rawstorne thought the r emuneration 'l.uite 

inade'l.uate.168 It was then that Young rec~mended to Pottinger the 

appointment of Chase. His letter is 'l.uoted in extenso , because it 

shows both the extent to which Young had identified himself with the 

interests of the Eastern Districts and the standing of Chase through-

out the area . 

Young wrote, 'belie~-11g the office of Lieutenant Governor to be 

1 ess efficient than it ought to be, owing to the absence of any local 

authori ty for raising , a,'uropriating, expending and controlling the 

fun<l.s of these Districts, I think tha.t by associating Mr (''hase with 

166 72 . Fryer, p. 

167young to Pottinger, 11.5.47 LG 619, p . 24. 

1 68young to P6ttinger, 21.6 .47 CO 4386. 



86 

me in the capacity of Secretary I give to the Inhabitants of the 

Eastern Di3tricts , by the sel ection of a man so thoroughly conversant 

with local affairs and so zealous an advocate of local interests, 

the utmost guarantee in my power , that as far as the office of 

Lt Governor can , under the existing system be rendered satisfactory 

to them, the effort to make it so is not wanting on my part . 

'Secondly - That if a change in the existing system of Government 

be made , either by creating a Separate Legislature and Tr~asury in 

the Eastern Districts , or by calling representatives of' the Eastern 

Districts to assemble annually , with representatives of the W"stern 

Districts in some central spot , such as Port Eli zabeth or Uitenhage , 

for the purpose of raising and appropriating the general taxes of 

the whole Colony ; in either case no more useful or zealous assistant 

can .• ~ found than Mr Chase, who on these pOints has for years been 

the strenuous, well- informed and popular advocate of one or other of 

t hese plans ' .169 

Chase's acceptance of the appointment marks his return to the 

government service. Undeniably thE appointment was popular in the 

Eastern Districts . There was t..lle sui table tribute from Godlonton i n 

the Journal of July 3 , and a farewell dinner in Chase ' s honour held 

a t Port Elizabeth. l 70 Chase arrived in Graham's Town early in August 

wi th a bustle of enthusiasm. 

The short duration of the appointment means that it is too 

small an index of his abilities ani', attitudes . He was little more 

than administrative assistant to Young,!71 Vlhom he vigorously supported 

169young to Pottinger, 21 . 6 .47 . CO 4386 , no. 110. 
170 EHl, 31. 7.47. 
171 cf. Fryc!r , p. 4. ' The Lt- Governor was not idle. rol.Hare's 

correspondence shoN hiG activity.' Examples of work handlec. by Chase 
ma y be found in LG- 511, e.g . 259, 263, 283, 270 . 
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in hi3 efforts on behalf of the Eastern Cape. Newspaper criti cism 

of the Lieutenant Governor and his secretary, like that i n the 

Advertiser, was invariably answered by Godlonton . 172 

The idyll ended with ;he news of Young's impending departure 

t o South Australia. Young did his best to gi ve some security to his 

secretaFs173 and Pottinger agreed that Chase could continue in offi ce 

&t least until the arrival of his own successor . 174 That »here was 

fairly close rapport between Chase and Young is i llustrated by the 

fact that Chase himself saw Young board the 'Phoenix ' in Port 

Eli zabeth. 175 Young for hi s part wrote a letter , which was also a 

testimonial , to his former secretary in which he emphasised his 

confidence in Chase ' s abili ty : 'Whilst on personal grJunds I 

exceec~ngly regret the briefness of our intercourse , I feel persuaded 

that the public interest cannot fail to be promoted by your services 

in any official capacity ,. 176 On the back of this letter Chase 

3cri bblod a note authorising the inclusion both of Young ' " letter to 

him and the one from Young to Pot t inger concerning his appointment 

as secretary,177 i n the despatch book as a formal record .178 

Sir Harry Smith arrived at the Cape as Governor and High 

Comm~ssioner, and travelled to Graham's Town which he reached on 

172 e.g . GTJ , 2 .10.47. 

173 LG 619, p . 107. 

174 LG 70 , p. 215. 

175 EPH, 6.11.47 ; GTJ, 6 . 11.47. 

176LG 656, p . 58 . 

177 CO 4386, no. 110 . cf . supra , p . 86. 

178 LG 656, p. 59. 



88 

Iacember 17, 1847. Bri tish policy with :regard to the separate or 

special consideration of the East~rn Cape was by no means clear, 

and Smith himself, with his own design for an overall pacification, 

did not want his peIsonal authority and margin of discretion limited 

in any way. When, however, in January 1848 he extended the colonial 

boundary to include the Kraai River area as the district of Albert, 

it was Chase he selected to be Civil Commissioner in the new district. 

That he regarded this as an important appointment is clear from the 

despatch in which he reported it to Grey.179 'I have appointed Iir 

Cp~se , the Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor, Civil Commissioner 

[of Albert], by which means he is provided for, his present office is 

abolished , and the district cf Dutch inhabitants placed in charge of 

a man who speaks their language and possesses conciliatory and amiable 

180 marmers t. The rationale i s clc2r, and seems warranted by Chase ' s 

r;cord in the Colony. Since, moreover , the appointment was made in 

January, 1848 , less than a month after Smith's arrival in Graham's 

Town, there seems little ground for the recent suggestion that it was 

the product of Smith' s 'political alliance with Godlonton's factir~'l,.181 

When Chase left Graham's Town to take up his new appointment in 

the village of Burghersdorp, his departure "as cheered by the Journal's 

goof wishes, ~'ld Godlonton's opti~stic prediction that the newly 

annexed 'tract of country [ WOuld] when settJed , form one of the finest 

divisions of South Africa ,.182 -

179 Earl Grey, Secretary of State for War and ColOnies, 
3.7.46 - 27.2.52. 

180Smi th to Grey, 9.1.48 . GH 23/18, p. 32. 

181T Ki' ony rK, 
ment, 1829 - 1854', 
PI'. 411-Lf28 . 

'Progress and DeclL'le L'l the Kat River Settle-
L'l Journ3.1 of African History, vol. XIv, 1973, no.3 , 

182GTJ , 15.1.48. 
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CHAl'TER IV 

THE ESTA13LISIlMENT OF THE ])ISTRI CT OF ALBERT, 1848-184 9 

Chase was glad to r.>main in the government service, but he did not 

relish the prospect of relative isolation whicb his appointment to 

Burghersdorp might entail. This he made very clear in his letter of 

acceptance. 'Go ••. I Vlill, to arrange and set in orde,' the machine, 

which I am v~in enough to think I am able to do, but trusting you 

will relieve me as soon as this is done, and give me an appointment 

1 
wi thin the haUnts of civilised man, when an opportunity occurs.' 

Yet the brief episode in his career shows his quick, rather fussy 

but intelligent approach to the business of administ"''ltiOll. Likewise 

it :~lustrates clearly the practical difficulties encountered in 

trying to develop a stable administrative framework in an E>rea 

of mixed and shifting settlement. The mainspring of administration 

was the Colonial Office (cape Town) where even the indeI,--;;igable 

Montagu COQld not foresee all contingencies. Chase, for instance, 

was Resident 14agistrate and Civil Commissioner in Burghersdorp, but 

Burghersdorp was in the Colesberg district and was not incorporated 

in the district of Albert, which Chase was to establish, until July 

5 1 8 A8 f th ft b' '1 2 , "1" , .OLlr mon s a er _J.S arrJ.'Ta . Moreover, the annexation 

of the Orange River Sovereignty in February and the events leading 

up to the battle of Boomp1aats in August, 1848, created tensions on 

lChase to Sir H. Smith, 11.1.48 , quoted by]) . ¥{. Kannemeyer, 
in 'How Burghersdorp became the ·Capi t a l of the Albert Dis trict ' , 
p. 4, in South Africen Pamphlets, vol. 18, Cory Library. 

2proc1&In'ltion dsted 5.7. t,-8 . Goverrm,cnt Ga~cttc (Suppler"er.t ), 
6.7.48. 
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both sides of the Orange HiveI' Lc,ke Kipling ' s eleph::mt, Chase needed 

' infini te patience and sagacity '. Gi ven the circ,nnstances , his own 

confidence in his abil i ties was warranted , and h8 jus tified the 

Governor ' s selection of him for the task jn hand. Though his 

d eparture was delayed by -'100t1.s , 3 Chase used the interim to study 

the administrative problems involved in organisil1-!; a new district. 

He wrote to Montagu, the Secretary to Government for 'forms, ordinances 

and instructions ', and late"' for 'the three volumes of Harding ' s 

Proclamations, and a set in sheets of all subsequent official docu-

ments as printed by van der Sarlt'. He also asked Montagu for 

advice on how to carry out ' ~he delicate and peculiar duties ' awaiting 

him in Albert . 4 Clearly, Chase did not intend going uneq'Ji pp8d to 

the 'netherend of eXistence ,. 5 

In Graham ' s TOI'm, on Feb::cuary 21, Chase was interviewed b;,' the 

Governor, who j.ssued 'verbal i.'lStructi ons ' and promised that ' full 

and written directions ' for the new Resident Magistrate would soon 

be sent from Cape To~n . The discussion with Sir Harry obviously 

clarified Ch.ase ' s thinking on the situation in Albert, and the next 

day he wrote confidently to Montagu about the disposal of land in 

the newly- annexed area, and discussed a suitable spot for the scat 

of lV'agistracy there. Chase rea] '~seci that on the remote nortl'J.- 'lastern 

border he might find it necessary to act i n an official capacity in 

areas which were beyond his jurisdiction, the exact 

extent of which was in any case inadequately defined . Therefore he 

3Cha8e to Montagl~, 11.2 . 48 , CO 2851. 

~Chase to I\lontagu, 17.1.43 and 11 . 2.48, CO 2851-

5D. VI . Kannemeyer , 'How Burgllcrsdorp be~a:ne the Cap_ t ',l of 
the Albert Diutrict ', p.4 . ,j,n South Ai'rican .PalIl'p;11et~ , vol. 18, 
Cory Library. 
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r eque3ted a cc-JlIlission as Justice of. t he Peace for the regions north 

of the col ony, in ter.ms of the Cape of Good Hope Punishment Act,6 

and also asked t o be appointed a Jus tice of the Peace for the 

districts of Albert and Colcsberg. 7 In due course these requests 
. 8 

were granted. When he began to come to grips with the problem, and 

es pecially after his interview with Sir Harry Smith , Chase warmed to 

the task ahead . Before his departure he was having forms printed on 

which could be collected ' every kind of statistical information ' 

9 about the District of Albert . 

After a long and t edious journey, Chasc arrived at Bur @lersdorp 

ffil March 14 , 1848 , and received a boisterous yet respectful welcome 

from the local inhabitants . D.V!. Kannemeyer describep the contrast 

between the new arrival and the burly frontiersmen . Chase was ' short 

in s t ature ; of slender buil d, with a cl ean- cut intellectual face, 

[ and Vias ] scrupulously neat i n his attire . To the stalwart and rude 

fanners grouped around him, Mr Chase ' s slender physique p ·c first 

sight brought disappointment ••• on all sides the r emark was heard , 

"Is that little fellow the magistrate? He will never do '" .10 

Fortunately these remarks did not reach the ears of their subject , 

whJ was soon to demonstrate that his size in no way affected his 

efficiency. 

6Eybers , G.W. , Select Constitutional Documents Illustrating 
South Afrjcan History, 1795- 1910, pp. 146-148 . 

7Chase to Montagu, 22 . 2.48 , CO 2851 . 

8 
GH 23/18 , p . 101 ; CO 5183 , p . 106; CO 4932 , p . 260. 

9 Chase to Montagu, 22 . 2 . 48 , CO 2351. 

10D. IV. KarL'1cmeyer, 'How 13urghersdorp became the Capital of 
the Albert District', p . 14., South Afrj.can Pamphlets , vol. 18 , 
Cory Iii. brary. 

iI , 
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In Burghersdorp Chase f01."ld [. village 'consisting of an 

unfinished church and sixty unattractive flat-roofed houses ', with a 

population of two hundred and eighty- eight whites and four hundred 

and sixty- eight coloureds.ll Burghersdorp had originally been 

established as a religious centre fo~' farmers in the :!'emote region 

beyond the Stormberg Spruit, and the authority of the Dutch Reformed 

Church Committee which ovmed most of the village was considerable.12 

The district of JUbert of which Burghersdorp was the chief village 

- although it was only included in the Albert District on July 5 , 

184813 - was close on 8 000 sq.lare lules in size, and thinly popu-

lated by an estimated 3 914 Dutch farmers and an tl."ldetermined black 

population of Tambookies and Mantatees . There were also s)me Bushmen 

in the district, near the co~-fluence of the Waschbank Spruit and the 

Kraai River .14 

Probably the most pressing problem connected with the establish-

ment of British authority j::, the area was the question of land 

disposal, which was complicated by the pattern of haphazard vlhi te 

settl'_ment , wJlich had developed during the ' thirties and 'forties. 

Farms had been occupied in this region since the early 1830 ' 8 ,15 and 

settlement had increased after 1840 and again after 1846 . The farmers 

had sought inclusion in the Colc2Y on account of the largely IllJthical 

protection they would receive- from Britain. In 1835 the area had been 

llwagenaar , p . 100. 

1 2 'b' d ~ 1 ., 

13 supra , 
• 

pp. 99 and 101. 

p . 89. 

14w,,-genaar, pp . 92-3 . 

15'b'd 1 J.. ., p. 94. 
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16 briefly annexed by D'Urban but changes in Government policy later 

l ed to its relinquishment . The Albert farmers pleaded on several 

17 . 
occasions to be included in the Colony, but all was in vain until 

the annexation of the area by Sir Harry Smith in 1848. Now the 

problem of alloc~ting land and title deeds had to be faced . 

Chase wanted the survey of the Albert lands to begin immediately, 

so tha t the Government could derive revenue from them as soon as 

"bl 18 poss~ e. There was another more urgent reason. The l oyalty of 

the farmers to Britain depended to some extent on their hope of 

receiving land on favourable terms .19 By March there were :llready 

rumours of ' a refractory spirit on the North- East frontier ,20 a s well 

" th 1 d Or Ri S "t 21 as ~ e new y- annexe ange ver overe~gn y . The importance 

of the land question to the farmers was emphasized in Chase's first 

official despatch from Burghersdorp, where he mentioned that all the 

farmers he met ' were anxious to know how their claims [wereJ to be 

considered,.22 

Chase went quietly ahead . 23 He appointed field cornets and a 

field commnndant , 24 and defined th~ area of jurisdiction of each man. 25 

lfiWagenaar, 

17 "b "d ~ ~ . , p . 

p. 58. 

89 . 
18 Chase to Montacu, 22 . 2 .40, CO 2851 . 

19cf • Rev . William Shaw to R. Southey, 8 . 5 .48, ' the granting 
of a few land certificates • . • would go far to divide [the Boers] 
and render them powerless for any mischief' . GH 22/3, no . 160. _ 

20GTJ , 18.3.48 . 

21Annexed 3 .2.48 . 
22 Chase to Montagu, 16 . 3 .48, CO 2851. 

23Jan Olivier , Hans Albertse , And.ceas Greyling, Christian 
Shoeman. 

24Piet Smi t was appointed Commandant, but was l ater asked to 
resign because of his dz-unkcnness . (infra , p .108. ) 

25Cha::: e to l,iontagu , 25 .3 . 48, CO 2851. 
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In April the first two members of his staff arrived, the Surveyor , 

26 W. Hopley , and the Clerk of the Peace, J . Blake . They were followed 

in due course by two additional clerks, C.T. Bird and J.G. Wnodward , 27 

who completed Chase's offjce staff . The chief constable , J ohn 

Graham, took up his duties soon afterwards .
28 

I t was ironical that 

news of Graham's appointment had been despatched on the s ame day as 

a circular letter reminding various Civil Commissioners about Ordinance 

25 of 1847, 'for improving the police of the cOlony ,29 because Graham 

was the first of a long line of Burghersd orp constables who came and 

went with embarrassing rapidity.30 Drunkenness was the chi,'f reason 

for the high turnover of policmen - the low salary they rer:eived 

attracted mainly those unfortunate characters who cOl'ld not find better 

jobs because of their insobriety . 31 

Four days after his arrival in Burghersdorp , the energetic Chase 

set out on an excursion into what he termed 'Albert Proper', so that 

he could meet "ome of the inhabi tants of his new distric' . This 

journey must have revived memories of the 'trading mission ' he had 

undertaken oyer twenty years beforE-. His account of the tour of 

inspection suggests that he had lost none of his zest for travel. 

'Wjth every deference to His Excellency ' Chase decided to avoid 'a 

26 
Chase to Montacru, 4 . 4 .48 , CO 2851 . 

27Montagu to Chase , 13.3.48, CO 4931, pp . 425 - 426. 
complete list of Albert officials, etc ., see The Cape of 
Almanac ' & l~~ual ReGister for 1849, compiled by B.J. van 
pp. 289-290. 

2~ontagu to Chase, 16. 3 . 48. CO 4931, p. 461 . 

For a 
Good Hope 
der sandt , 

29Montagu to various Civil CommiE sioners , including Albert, 
CO 5183, pp . 124-6. 

30 e . g . Graham suspended 29.6.48 ; his successor , MaDlin, dismissed 
26 .10.48 , etc . 

31c f. l'ioCclloar, p. 114. 
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staid and formal Report ' , but wrote what he termed 'a plain, matter­

of- fact narrative ' ,32 which consisted of thirty pages of lively 

description . He met many local farmers Wh0 were anxious about 

their land claims . Some farmers even travelled from beyond the 

Orange River , to find out from the representative of the British 

Empire what their fate was likely to be , in the light of Sir Harry's 

proclamation of the Orange ill ver Sovereignty in February 1848. 

According to Chase , these farmers were ' totally ignorant of the 

benevolent intent ions of the Gover'nment' , so he 'fully explained His 

l'Xcellency ' s plans, a..'ld read to them the Proclamation, giving at the 

same time a running commentary, and these persons appeared to leave 

with much satisfa ction at t~e Governor ' s arrangements' . In addition 

t o describing the condition of the people in A2bert, Chase also 

noted the possibilities of using tne Orange and Kraai Rivers for 

irl~gation, described the thermal springs at Buffe2s Vley33 and 

commented on the local geology . He was impressed by the , suitability 

of Buffels Vley as the possible site for a village: an examination of 

it c~~irmed his earlier belief that it would be an ideal spot fvr 

the ' capital ' of the Albert Distri ct, so he described i ts advantages 

in some detaiL 

The inhabitants of Burghersdorp were aware that their village 

was threatened by a rival, and, accordinG to the Journal of !.!arch 4 , 

1848, it was generally believed that the future capital of Albert 

would be at Buffels Vley. This was the opening round of a press 

campaign in favour of 3d'fels Vley, that vias to continue j,n the 

32Chase to r.lontagu, 26.3.48, CO 285L 

33Buffels Vley or Buffcls Valley Vias the site on I'/hich 
Aliwal North "1[\0 fot;,tl~, ()d in 1849. 
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Journal until June, 1848. 34 The inhabitants of Burghersdorp reacted 

by petitioning the Governor to locate the Magis tracy at Burghersdorp . 

Chase, having granted the re~uisite permission for a public meeting, 

duly forwarded the peti tion , which carried sixty-four signatures . 

But he sent forward his own covering letter, sixteen pages of 

sustained argument supporting the rival claims of Buffels Vley . 

He described not only the apT'alling extremes of temperature and 

humidity experienced in Burghersdorp , but also complained about the 

bigotry of the Dutch Reformed Church authorities who, he feared , 

I'ould impede civic and economic development in the village. The out-

line of Sir Harry's reply on the back of the despatch was une~uivocal . 

'The seat of Government of the District is to be established at 

Burghersdorp -- if the District flourish, and if the population admits 

of another town in Buffels Vley -- the more towns the better '. There 

was also a reply to Chase ' s complaints about lack of religious 

tolerance . 'Mr Chase to be informed in all societi es there are contro-

versies and religious disputes, which it is the duty of Government 

to allay by every possible means and especially by examPle ,. 35 

In April , 1848, Burghersdorp was declared capital of Albert , 36 and 

despite its unpopularity wi th all but its inhabitants , it retai ned 

th'tt position. 

At the end of March, 1848, Montagu sent Chase the Governor ' s 

instructions about the A~ bert Land Survey. A surveyor , Mr Ford, had 

been appointed to head the survey , and. other surveyors had been 

34 ~ V/agenaa., p. 105. 

35Chase to Secretary to Government , 30. 3.48, CO 28.il. 

36 GTJ, 13.5.48. 
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appointe d to act under him, to 'bring into the market some lots with 

as little delay as possible '. Chase and Ford were to decide together 

on sui table si tes for future v'.llages, where the land would be 

divided for sale . They were to avoid encroaching in any way on land 

occupied by the Boers , whose land rights would be dedded by a 

commission , which was still to be apPointed . 37 Ford arrived on May 

1 7 , 38 and on the follOwing day he, Chase, and the other su .'veyor, 

Hop1ey, read and discussed the inst=uctions of the Assistant Surveyor 

General, M.R. Robinson. Ford wished to begin operations at Buffels 

Vley as soon as the weather cc_eared, but it was agreed that he would 

first accompany Chase beyond the colonial boundary to the Wittebergen 

area , which Chase had ',een instructed to inspect because t he farmers 

East of the Kraai River sought inclusion in the cOlony.39 One result 

of this journey was that on July 5, 1848, the boundaries of Albert 

were redefined to include the Boers between the Kraai River and the 

Wi ttebergen. 40 

Ford ' s preliminary vlork in Bu:ffels Vley brought seVeral problems 

to light , which were reported t o the Colonial Office in Cape Town, and i~ 

reply Montagu indicated the Governor's ruling on the pOints raised . 

As Buffels Vley seemed a sui table site for a village, ~lis Excellency 

would arrange for that area to be reserved for settlement . While 

recogni tion of titles to land by virtue of occupation was not 

strictly legal, the proj ected land commission would be instructed to 

judg' each case on its own meri ts, in order to avoid causing hard-

ship to i ndividual claimants . The final approval of ".ne land 

' ''7 ~ Montagu to Chase, 30.3.48, CO 4931, p . 539. 

"'8 / Chase to Secretary to Gover nment, 18.5.48, CO 28~1. 

39Chase to Montagu, 31.).48, CO 2831; and Montagu to Chase, 
19.4.48, CO 4-932, p. 104. 

4 Dvlagcnaar, pp . lOS- EO. 
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cmnmissior..!s decjsions would in aD. cases rest vvith the Govenlor. 

As Chas e had sllgzested , qui trents would be l evied in accorda.'lce with 

tr.e value of the land granted , at a rate still to be deter-clned. The 

Governor also approvec'l. of Ford's suggestion that erfs should be granted 

only on conditi.on that :~ecipients would allow wateycourses to be cut 

thr'ough their la.'ld if n ecessary . ~'i.nally, t he Governor directed that 

farms should be restri cted in s i ze to 3 coo morgen, but in practice 

this instructiD..'l, too, was flexible . 41 

Despite the crisis in the Sovereignty and the battl e of 

B,)omplaats, the survc:y in the Albert district went qu:i.etly ahee.d . 

'Jore over , when Biy Harry S",i th visited BurE')1ersdorp in September, 1848, 

he indicated to Chase that he had changed his mind , and now f2.voured 

Buff'els Vley as ""at of government . instead of Burghersdorp . 42 Chase 

re ceived the Governol'" , s permission to connnem.orate 8mi th ' s rece:r:t 

vi ctory at Alil':al in India , 43 by gi ving the new town at Buffels Vley 

the name of Aliwa).. When fo=ded in l&1·9 the t own was named Alirm.l 

North, to distinguish it from the town established at Mossel BC.;i in 

1848, which had been called Al.iwal (South) in the GOyerriOr' s hOll0.lI' . 44 

The develol'ment of a.'lot.lJ.er town D..'l the north-eastern frontier v;ould 

reinforce colonial authority in the area, so Smith asked for plans of 

th .. n ew to'.7r.. to be drawn up immediately, so that it could be eLtab-

lished as soon 8.S possi ble. However, when Chase , with the help of 

4l ';{a.:oenaar , pp. 93-94 . 

42 <:'I!ith to Earl Gr . .'y, 21.10.48, GH 2:;'/18 , p. 282 . 

43In 1846 Srr.:i.th had defeated. the Si"hs ;_1' z. decisive battlE: 
fought "'t Ali::"' . . 

44~1}le n':lmc of _~~li':Jal 0 outl'.:. ", ,'s.~J 1~ tf~r crr"1,Sed to j''':or:D eJ. E3.y, 
;1S the name \ /[:,8 not popu}ar locally , ar..d there Yi ...... S confucian between 
AJir:al l~or1,;i:l anCt Ali'N-ll South . 
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Bire , preparE,d to go ahead, he was blocked by Ford , the Head of the 

Albert Land Survey . It took reference to Cape Town before the 

c ontroversy was resolved . Montagu 1s ~'eply on behalf of the ('overnor 

was quite clear . ' Mr Fore will point out the limits of the To~nship 

lands, beyond which he vdll not interfere in this work ••• as His 

Excellency is desirous that Mr Bird should l ayout the village of 

Aliwal,.45 

Two surveys were henceforwa:;:d at work : that under Bird who was 

planni,ng the new town of Aliwal North with Chase taking an active 

interest, and that of the Albert District under the Assistan1, 

Surveyor General, Th! .R. Robinson. In the district the proce'lure was 

as follows . E3.ch f'-c:r'mcr was to pay a deposit for the "urve," of his 

l and, and for the issue of land tickets or temporary title deeds . 

The Ci-~l Commissioner was to receive the deposit and in return give 

ihe farmer a land-ticket, which would be supplied to the Civil 

Commissioner by the president of the Land Commission . 46 Almost 

inevi tably trouble developed over Aliwal North becau.'le the main 01aimant 

for land compensation elsewhere was Mrs de Viet, whose farm was taken 

over for the new tovmship . Chase moreover was piqued by his exclusion 

frJm official participation in either land project, and with Borne 

petulence embarked on a petty power struggle. He' diElapp:r'oved of the 

arrange~ents made by Robinson for the sale of ervcn at BuffelG Vley , 

which was to take place on May 12, 1349,47 the day selected by illlaEle 

45!Jontagu to Chase, 23.10 . 48 , CO 4933 , p . 434 . 

46Le Seuer (for Secretary to Gov;,rnment) to Chase , 19.2.49, 
00 4934 , p. 489 . 

47Chas8 to the Secr')',ary to Goverlment, 26.3 .49 . CO 28~7 . 
cf. Montagu to Chace , 3 . 4 . 49 , CO 4935 , p. 143 . 
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for the official naming ceremony of the village of Aliwal North . 

There was such ill-feeling between Chase and Robinson that after the 

sale Chase lodged all official and carefully documented complpint 

against him. 48 He critic lsed Robinson for having refused to guar8J.'ltee 

water and grazing rights to the future villagers of Aliwal North ; 

the Civil Commissioner feared that Robinson wight neglect the public 

good in his anxiety to give adequate compensation to the original 

owner of Buffel ' s Vlei, Mrs de Wet. Subsequently Chase tried to 

force Robinson ' s hand by withholding Mrs de Wet ' s land ticket , but 

Robinson merely issued a duplicate directly to Mrs de Wet. 49 Having 

waded through Chase's lengthy account of the quarrel , the G~vernor 

instructed Chase to · end the 'unseemly alterca tion' b',tween himself 

and ~he ASSistant Surveyor Genera l , and to issu~ Mrs de Wet's land 

ticket at once . 50 

The disagreement between Chase and Robinson had not interfered 

with the programme which had been arranged for May 12 , ~ ~ 49. The 

sale was so well attended that it took on the social character of a 

fair . It also provided occasion for the Graham ' s Town Journal to 

criticise Robinson on the one hand , ~~d fire a long shot at Cape Town 

on the other. A comparison of Chase ' s official complaint against 

Robins on wi th the article in the Journal on May 26 , 1849, sugi;ests 

that Chase either provided the Editor \';i t'l a copy of hj.s official 

complaint to Mon~agu , or briefed Godlonton very carefully . The 

Journal reported, 'The average pri~e of each erf ,",as about £28.10s , 

48Chase to the Secretary to Government, 14 .5.49, with en­
closures , CO 2857. 

49Chase to the SecretarJ' to Government, 14.6.49, with en­
closures, CO 2857 . 

50Montacu t~ Cha3e, 14. 6 .49 and 20 . 6 .49, CO 4935, pp . 435-448. 
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and the whole fetched nearly foloon . Will ,;his money be spent in the 

Eastern Pro";Jlce or thrO"lrn into Table Bay? Much higher prices 

WJuld have been obtained had the Assi stant SUT'leyor- Genaral to whom 

t he vendue had been ent rusted , why "God wot", given any pre ~ise 

i nformation as to ~le extent of the pasturage and the wate~ privileges 

to be g~lted to the nascent to~n , and many Dutch farmers, who Ceffie 

with the intention to purchaEe , retired in di sgus t becau$e that 

gentleman would not give them the requisite guarantees . ' 

I n the accotmt of the ceremonial which marked the official 

e.;tablishment of .Ali wal North, the Journal turned the spotlight on 

Chase . ' Towards the close of the sale , the Civil Collllllissioner , John 

Centlivres Ch3.ze Esg, l aid the foundation stone in the centre of 

Smi th Street ... . Mr Chasc then ad<1.ressed the bystanders to 1;..'1e follow-

ing .ef:fect : "It is my duty and especial honour that I have been 

directed by !lis F..xcellency the Governor, to found the first tOl'm ever 

established on the b~~ of this macnificent stream, the Great River. 

I do ~s under th," flag of our native land; which has I believe for 

the first time floated in this locali ty51 _.- that flag whicb has 

braved the battle and the breeze for a thousalld years".' Chase's 

hyperbolical reference5? to ' the flag of our native land ' was perhaps 

inapp::':-opriate in \"icw of the number of Baers and blacks v:bo must h&;y-e 

beell pres en t . Chane then declared. that he was foundinG Aliual rTorth 

' under the bmmer of one vf t':le ancient gtti.lcls', the Worshipful 

Company of FOlwders , of which he had ' the honour to be enrolled, as 

51p erhn.p3 the makeshift ' F ,ttico::>.t' flng LiSed by ,Tudgc 
Menzies at AllcIT.:').llS :ex'ift in 1242 r'as tl::.e neaTest the Th1-'"_on Jack 
had been to Buffels Ylcy b',fore 184·9 . 

t: 2 . 
~ The Union Je.c .?: was first used iI. 180l . 
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a citizen and Liveryman of London , .and whose motto [ was] " Got: the 

53 onl y Founder". ' 

The speech conti.. .. 1Ued, ' Gentlemen, you lmow the obstacles I have 

met within the establishm8nt of this place, but thank heaven they 

have been s1Lnnounted thus far. . . . It is now my duty , by direction 

of our much- loved Governor, to name this town "Ali wal North" , and 

which I do by breaking this bottle of wi..~e ••• in belief that this 

l ocali ty will become a rich wine- bearing country. ,54 Aft er Chase 

h ad presented their newly- arrived commissions to the field cornets, 

the meeting closed with three rousll1g cheers 'for the succe"" of 

Aliwal North, for Sir Harry Smith and the Ci\~l Commissioner' . 

Chase was not the Journal's only correspondent from Albert . 

One defender of Robinson , writing from Burghersdorp , gives a l ively 

account of what may be called non- official proceedings. ' As the day 

of sale drew near , all the good folks had made themselves ready- for 

•.• "a spree". Thursday evenil1g, 10th inst . , visitors :f ·:::>m several 

towns dropped j_nto our little village on their route to Buffels Vall ey . 

On Friday , tbe 11th, all made a stc~rt, having previously well supplied 

themselves against the cold. On the road several races took pl ace , 

through which one cart broke dOYill.... The morning of sale, 12th inst . , 

Boers and travellers arrived from all d.irections . Two person~ had 

taken tents and provisions with them to afford accommodation to 

strangers, wlJile three Union Jacks were flyil1g , i ndicative of the 

l oyal ty of the place. ... The joll-! people amused the.mselves after 

53For a discussion of Chase ' s membership of the Founders ' 
Guild see Kirby, Chase, p. 136. 

54chase's h opes were not fulfill"l in this r espect . 'The town 
has a f10urmill, several fac-t.iorieo .... 2J1i monuillental works . The 
tourist trade is really i t8 principal asset . ' (§ tr.ll1da::'d Ewyclonaedia 
of Southerll Af'rica . Naflou, cape T0wn, 1970 - ) . 
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the sale by rowi"g on the r i ver , by the depletion of cognac, abi'tracting 

saddles, hcrses and other articles from their neighbours; dancing, 

running off with blankets and ether bed c overing from their friends 

d=ing the ID_ght - blocking the doors of Mr Butler's house55 with 

wagons, etc ., and, worst of all, depriving the Civil Commissi oner of 

his Sunday's dinne:!:', by filching a goose from his larder. ' 

Clearly -~he supporter d of Mr Robins on enj oyed theI!lSe2 yes as much 

as ihe supporters of Mr Chase , and the official fOLUldation was a 

great success . It was and is moreo'rer most s=prising to :find a South 

African town with the arms of a London City Company . Major C.C. Chase 

of Vereeniging, a grandson of J.C. Chase, is able to fill in some of 

t he detail s . It seems that Chase duly reported his action to the 

Founders' Company and. was given permission ex post facto . The r::>mpany 

provided a careful sketch of the coat of arms56 which was formally 

adopted by Aliwal North in J"ebruaxy, 1 857 . 57 Aliwal North was by 

this time no longer part :Jf the Albert District, but bad become 

the seat of a new magist.erj.al district in July, 1855.
58 

The minutes 

of the ',iorshipful Compa..>JY of Founders of August 5 , 1857, record the 

arri val of a copy of t h e Graham's TOl'ffi Journal dated March 14, 1857 , 

whic}-, carried a detailed account , written by C'hase , of the devel op-

ment of Aliwal North and tlle recent adopti on by that distric t of the 

Compa'::lYis arms . I t was assumed that ihe nett\lspa.per had. been seut by 

55The Butler family was among th" original owners of land at 
Buffels Vley. 

56Recor'ls of the i'lorshipf-ul Company of Foullilers, 29 .10.1854. 
, 
57 GTJ , 14 . 3 . 57. 

5SPI' -I ~ . .... CL: . . ama l:lon 

i n Gape of Good Hope 
of ~h", D:i.strict of Ali·c:al NOTt.h , dated 26 . 7 .5~;, 
Gove,,:~~_ Gru:ette , 27.7.55 . 
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Chase59 who, in October, 1859, eventually wrote to thank the Company 

for their co- operation and to tell them that Aliwa l North was 

'steadily progressing ' 50 

The portentous solemnity with which the foundation stone of 

the village was laid, was not merely a sign of Chase ' s fondness of 

pageantry . An appeal to the Boers ' patriotism and confident 

predictions of f uture prosperj.ty were no doubt designed to reinforce 

s t ability in the area , which Boer rebels had threatened to invade 

less than a year earlier . 

The threat of rebellion in the Orange River area had arison 

p,radually . Vague rumours of possible trouble reached Burghersdorp 

51 as early as May, 1848 , and at Nachtmaal that month Chase seconded 

the plea of officiating clergyman, the Rev . J . Taylor of Cradock, 

that the local Boers should persuade their friends across the Orange River 

to remain loyal to Bl""i tain . 52 Moreover Chase restricted the amount of 

gunpowder issued to the colonists in. Albert and allowed purchasers 

from the Sovereignty only one pound each . 53 

News that Pretorius54 had forced Warden55 out of Bloemfontc1n 

reached Cape Town on July 22, al'ld the Governor promptly put a price 

~9Records of the Worshipful Company of Founders , dated 5.8 . 57 . 

50Records of the Worshipful Company of Founders, dated 7 . 2 . 59 . 
Al l references to Founders ' Compar,y Records kindly supplied by Maj or 
C.C. Chase. 

61Chase to the Secretary to the High Commissioner , 22 . 5 .48, 
GH 22/3, no. 134 . 

62GTJ , 20 . 5 . 48 . 

53Chase to Soathey, 25.7.48, GH 22/4 , no. 5 . 

64A•W•J • Pretor-ius (1~·98-1853). Voortrei<ker leader <md Boer 
Gf'.n0ral . 

65Captain H.D. Vi£'.rden, appointed Briti sh Resident at 
Bloemfontein in 1845. 
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66 of £,1000 on the rebel leader's heal. By the time word of this had 

r eached Chase he was alrefldy aware of the r ebellj.on, and had made 

aJrangements to cope wi th an invasion of Albert, i f it were to take 

place. He did not fu~ticipate much disturbance in his ar=a , as ' all 

classes ' had assured him 'of thej.r unalter able a ttacrilllent to Her 

Majesty's Gover~ent,.67 

On August 1, 1848, copies of the Governor's procl~ation of 

July 22 reached BurgheI'sdorp, and Chase 'in>;tantly dispatched them 

in all directions'. 68 He wished to prevent the fraternizatj.on of 

the colonial Eoers with the rebels : there was little l i kelihood that 

the peaceful Albert farmers Vlould take up arms to support their friends 

and ::celatives in the rebel camp, but it was equally =likely that they 

would fight against them, or hand ' hem over to the authorities . 69 

T') prevent the followers of Pretorius from entering the Colony, Chase 

inst~ucted his field COmmand~lt to watch the drifts over the Orange 

Hiver,70 and when it was rumou:red that a r ebel force was poised for an 

invasj.on at Sanddrift, Chase ordered all the boats in the area to be 

securely moored on the coloni.al side of the river. 71 There were 

frequent r,@oltrS that messengers from Pretorius had crossed i nto the 

6~o.~ta:;u to various Civil Commisllicners, incJ.uding Albert , 
22.7.48, CO 1933 , p. 34. 

67Chase to Southey, <'5.7.48, and enclosures , GH 22/4, no. 2 . 

68 
Chase to Sir Harry SlP~!,th , 1. 8 . 48 , GH 22/4 , no. 5 . 

69GTJ , 19 . 8 . 48. 

70Chase to Olivier , 6.8.48 , GH 22/~, n'). 103 . 

71Chase to the Secrctc::.:y to tht; High Commissioner, . ,1 ~ 8.48, 
GG 22/4 . 
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Colony and in fact at l east one r ebel successfully evaded captlr:e 

after enjoying a night ' s shel ter in Burghersdorp .72 The rebel had 

b een Cal'Tying letters from Prc" ,orius to the E1i to':' of the Grensblad, 

L.H. Meurant ;73 the letters were seized and handed over to the Civil 

Commissioner who opened and read them , thereby incurrir.g Meurant ' s 

deepest ind j.gnation . Sir Harry jw;tii'ied the Civil Commissioner's 

action, but lleurant believEd Chase had insulted him by queLtioning 

his .Loyalty "Ihich was ' second to none ,.74 

The defeat of ~he rebels by Smith's force at Bo~~plaats on 

August 29 , 1848 , ended the brief state of emergency in Albert, EL~d 

the visit to the distri ct by ··;he Governor soon afterwards , was visible 

proof of Bri tish suprerracy j .y. the region . The Governor' s visit, 

moreover, gave Chase an opportunity to discuss the problems he t .ad 

f~ced in running P~3 district ; it was no small relief to him that Sir 

Harry approved of all the measures he had taken to protect Albert 

during the 'late unhappy d~~ turbances ,.75 

The loyalty of the Albert farmers to the Gove r nment during the 

crisis had steJIlTIcd partly from their hope that Bri Ush rule would 

bring them peace and s e curi ty.76 Their intro-

duction to British rule at the h"l.nds of thei r first Civil COffiD'';'ssioner 

had appa r ently not disillusioned them and from the outset Chase had 

72Chasc to the Se~retary to the High Commissionel, 7. 8 . 48 , GH 22/4 . 
(Chase wrote two letters to South ey on 7 . 8 . 48 .) 

73L .H• r~eurant ( J.812-1393 ). Established Gr2ham ' s Town J'ourna l 
in I S;'1; sold it to G'J::llonton in 1839 . Later es t abli" ,led the ,;aapsche 
Grenshlnd . Meurant I s dialogues between 1 KUJ.2.E ';!aerseggar I ar~d I Jan 
Twyfelc.:-~r I foste red uri tten ~\frikaans . Became D. member of the 
TJegislti. ti ve Council j.r4 1882 . 

7'1\!eurant to 801.<they , 21.8 . 48 , Sout hey Papers. Cap' Archives . 

75 Ch'iS C to /.lontagu, 26.'.1.48, CO 2852 . 

76I'fac:enaar , p. 112 . 
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don ~ his bes·~ to win the Boers ' confidence . Shortly after Chase ' s 

arrival in Burghersdorp, G.D. Joubert77 had written to R. Southey78 

about conditions in the Orange River area . He mentioned thet the 

farmers beyond the Stormb,rg Spruit were ' much satisfied with their 

Civil Commissioner. They look[ed] on him ·as a true friend and [were] 

much attached to hiJu ' , although they feared he was not aware of all 

their problems . Joubert himself had enjoyed a wide- rangi.ng discussion 

with Chase, and had 'found hi.m a very friendly and upright man ­

and a friend of the Boers over the [Stormherg]. Sprui t', who were 

seeking inclusion in the cOlony.79 

An eXalliple of Chase ' s practical understanding of the Boers ' 

si tue.tion was his req'..:est for Dutch copies of offici~l do~uments that 

d h · 80 conC 3rne lS area . He also co- operated in the frand.ng of 

81 
market regulations far Burghersdorp, and the establishnent of 

pounds in Rlbert . 82 
He did not recommend the election of municipal 

commissioners for Burghersdorp, as he realised that the '.verriding 

author ity of the Dutch Reformed Church Committee there would complicate 

77Joubert w~s a Field Cornet in .1838; he often acted as 
emissary for British authorities to the Trekkers . By 1845 he was a 
fjdld commandan, in the Or8.llbe River area . 

7%. Southey (1803··1901). Secretary to the P.igh Comrr..issioner 
i n 1847; 1.8.S present at Battle of Boomplaats in 1848 . In 1849 was 
appointed Civil Commissj.oncr, Swellendam. In 1859 was j\udi tor 
General; in. 1 861 Treasurer and in 1864, Colonial Secretary . In 
1 873 was ILLeutenant-Gov"rnor of Griqualand 17cst , and in 1877 ,,,ember 
of the House of Assembly :~or Grah~=tov.n . He Vias kni.ghted iy, 1891-

79G• Joubert to R. Southey, 23.4 .48, GH 22/3, no . 104. 

80 
Chase to Montav.:, 19 . 4'48, CO 2851, 

81Inhabi tai1ts of Bur:;hersdorp to Chase, 23 .1. 49 , and endorse­
ment,· , CO 2857. 

82 
Chase 1;0 Secretary to GQverr.ment , 2'(.12.48, CO 2852; and 

Montagu to Chase , ·15 .1.19, CO 493L , p . 328. 
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the functioni.ng of 11 municipal institution. 83 

In June 1848, when Fiet Smit, who had been appoi.~ted Field 

84 
Commandant proved unsuitable for office because of his fre'luent 

drunkenness, Chase handled an awkward si tuaticn with tact and 

sympathy. Rather than have Smit suffer the disgrace of dismissal, 

Chase first suspended and then arranged for the rESignation of the 

Field Commandant. 85 TlJis ~ace-sa\ring arrangement no doub-'; enhanceD. 

Chas3 ' s popularity in Albert. 

Chase's attitude to the black inhabitants of the North- Eastern 

frontier was less conciliatory than his approach to the whit8s , and 

his rather ideali zed opinion 'Jf the Tambookies found in t he South Africe.n 

Quarterly Journal of If.5486 
1'.ad undergone a cOlIlplete change by the 

end of his s'i;ay in Albert . 87 ITIlen Chase arrived in Burghersdorp, 

thero were no separate residential areas for the different racial 

groups, but by June, 18.;.8 , there had been so many complaints by the 

whi te inbabi tr.nts about t» : Tambookies in their midst thai he estab-

lished a ' coloured hamlet'. He sent the Colonial Office, Cape Tmm, 

a full repcrt on this matter. 

'Having received several representations from the inhabitants 

of this village that the pro~tscuous collection of nat~ve huts •.• 

83 
Chase to Secretary to Government, 13.5.48, CO 2851. See 

also, CO 4933, p . 148, and Montagu to Resident M3gistrate , Albert, 
11.1.49 , CO 5184 , pp . 'f42 and 443 . 

84 Supra, p. 93. 

85 
Chase to Secretary to Government, 16.6 .48 , CO '2851, dnd 

MontaQl to Chace , 10.7.48 , co ':932 , p 492 . 

~6"AQJ , April-Jmle, 1834 , no. 3 , part I, p. 198. cf. supra, 
pp. 29- 30 . 

871i'or a discu;-"sior:. of ·~he ~l L.!ljhookies , 3(:0 \',;agenaar, passim, 
particularly ch . I (pp. 1- 26) . and pp . 113-114. 
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bet1/een the Houses was dangerous iIi cases of Fire , to whi ch s u ch 

structures are parti cularly obnoxious ; annoying from the f ilth 

ac cumulated and a nuisance from the noise their inhabitants :.ndulged 

i n , I have talren upon mysl 'lf to remove them to a spot agreed u pon .•• 

where all the labouring population I hope mIL soon be congregated . 

'The place chosen is a dry space • • • within sight , close to and 

mu ch above the elevation of this muddy vill age - and I tLink more 

heal thy than ~hat of its seat . I have pegged out three rows of huts 

t en feet apart from each other with an intervening stre-i;ch of twenty 

feet and on visiting i t this day I found e i ghteen completed and in 

progress . I am glad to say the colored persons are most vdIli ng to 

r emove , indeed I have not had one singl e complaint . 

'Besides the advantage of thus acquiescing in the reasonable 

wishes of the white inhabitants, I hope to secure a bett(n' 3'lpervision 

of the Colored Classes . I have appointed a head [ Colored] man 

r ecommended to me , over the Village , with orders to r epo_<; any 

impropriety to his field Cornet , IV . Enslin . This Colored max> has no 

pay; but I hope if a municipality be founded, they will make h im 

some a.oknowledgement . 

'As soon as the s pots marked out by me are filled a census will 

take place . Strict ordera are already given that no Stranger be 

allowed to lodge there without a report made to .t he Field Cornet and 

then to me . I intend to give all inhabitants of huts a pass ~n 

good behaviour and thus I shall be enabled to keep a strict eye on 

the colored people; preve!1t their haunts being receptacles for theft 

or the concealment of improper charactf'rs; and have a "Labor I,iart" 

alway::.. convenien -l; for perSL...1S to resor"t to in wa'1t, whether ser·.ran"ts 

or employers . 
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'I have taken the liberty tn call th2 little hamlet "Colorton" 

88 
and the thre e existing r ows , Chas8, Blak8 al'ld Bird rows . I 

Having described the extent of his arrangements for black housing 

in Burghersdorp, Chase took the opportunity of giving h5.s opinion 

on the wider aspects of this matter. 'Had I been entrusted with the 

governm:::nt of a to\".'ll suc:h as Graham I s Town, I should have insisted 

on the plan of my friend and late Chief, Sir H. E.F. Young by making the 

Natives btLi.ld houses instead of Huts89 : but here in the remote "_ .. _-
wilderness, with such rude tribes as the Tambookies, Mantatees etc. , 

I find i t impossible.' He trusted, however , 'that ti!lle [ might ] 

enable [him] more effectually to carry out [hisJ incipient idea~ ,.90 

The establi :.;hment of 'Colorton 1 did not solve the problem 

created by the 'Native vagrants ' C'f wham the North-E,,-stern frontiers -

men complained as bitterly as did the farmers along the Eastern 

frontier : the field - cornets and police were fighting a losing battle 

to restrict the movements of the Tambookies and Manta.tees . 91 I t is 

interestj.ng to note that membership of the police force was not 

limi ted to whites; there Vias officially no distinction on racia l 

grounds, and salaries depended on competence, not colour . 92 So m"lny 

of the cases heard in the Albert magistrate's court involved blacks , 

B8A.fter the Civil COll'lrD.ssioner , the Clerk of the Peace and 
the Cl",rk to the Civil C,mrni:Jsioner in the Division of Albert . 

89 
cf. 'Rules propoeed for locations in the Eastern Districts' , 

dat-;d " . 6.47, GIl 22/3, no. 13. 

ao 
- Chase to SecretLTY to the Government, 9 . 6 . 48 , CO 2851. 

91cha se to Secretary tc the CioverrulJent, 13.10.48, CO · 2852. 

92 
' fl ont'\:;u 

p. 400. 
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t.lat Chase went to considerable trouble to gain permission to employ 

an inte:rpreter, to ensure that justice would be done. 93 

I t was clearly impossible to prevent unauthorised blacks from 

enter-Ing Albert, and the wbite farmers b ecaIlle increasingly discQ'ltcnted . 94 

l~ot su:::prisingly, the local missionaries were blamed . for 

this ' vacrancy '. In April, 1849, Chase forwarded a me!'lorial to the 

Governor from 8011!e iI'.habi tantR 01' Albert who complained that missionari es 

were gIving passes to vagrant blacks , thus enabling them to enter the 

Colony. In his covcri!J6 lette:r Chase confirmed t.'1e complaints . 95 L'1 

r " ply tile Govern,"r in~tructed Chase to forbid t.'1e missj.onar i.es to issue 

96 any !'lore passes . At the same time , Smith directed H. CalderWGOd,97 

t he Civil Commissj.oner of Vi " toria , to arrange for the remo'Jal of t he 

offending TaT'lDockies to their ' G:t'eat Locatj.C'n' . 98 Cal:lerwoGd and Chase 

clea.:rly believed that 'this would be no light undertaking and that the 

93 <rnase to Secretary to the Government , 4 . 7 . 48 ; 28 .9. 48 ; 
il.ll .48, CO 2822, arill 4 . 5 . 49 , CO 2857 , and Montagu to Resi dent 
Magistr2.te, Albert, 20. 7 . 48; 17 .10.48; 27 .11.48, CO 5184 , PI' . 62·-64 , 
265, ani!. 34·0. 

a t, 
~ ;cf . compl aint about defence of Albert against Tambookics in 

GTJ, '16.12.48 . 

95 
~~eIIlorial from SOlD= inhabitants of Albert, 18 . 4 . 49 , CO 2857 . 

See also Chase ' s remarks on the :·,eed fo:r a Vagrancy Law , C'TJ, 21.4 . 49 
an, 5 .5.49. 

96 Mor"tagu to Civil Commissioncr , AlJert, 25.4 . 49 , CO 4935, p.234 . 

97Rev . HeDF,t Cdder wood, came to the Cape in 1839 as a mj.ssionc.~­
of the Lond.)n r,1i8 sionary Society, Worked lllainly at Blim{V.ater near 
Fort Beaufort, and for a short ·time in Cape TOI,:" . L'l 1846 Vias app­
ointed Commissi on0r for the CB,il:a tribe, and in 1848 Vl3. ;:. appoint\Jd 
Civil CClliID:U:. s ioLer a.nd Rf'siue:nt i.1agistrate of Victoria, a post he held 
l>r!til Ehartly before his death Vlhich occurred in Graham' c Tovm in 1865. 

98The 'G:!'eat Location ' was p~esUGJ.D.bly the region thn.t '\,'as known 
as 1 ~Pambook:i.cland I , wi thin the j'urisdicti 0;'1 of the Ci vII ~omcissioner 
of Victoria. The no:rthern part of Vic toria ""JaS adjacent ~o the 
Di,L;ion of Alber·t. 
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number of Tambookies inv olved '·!ould. dema.'ld a semi- military operation, 

s o they began makip-t; arrangements accor dingly . 99 While these 

preparations were being made , a Ta.mboolde was shot dead while he was 

allegedly attempting to stf'al some horses . In his report on this , 

Chase also described t...1o.e plans being made for the expulsion of the 

Tamboold.e ' illtruders ,.lOO The authorities at the Col onial Office , 

Cape Tmm, 110', ' realised that what they had imag" 'led would he the 

removal of a few ' vagrants ', was likely to become a f'ull- scale commando 

against the Te:mbookies; Montagu Bent word to Chase that the farmers 

were an no ac(!ount to be called out .10l Immedi at9 hostili t i e.' had 

been avoided by the intervention of the Colonial Secretary, but never-

theless the frj.ction on the North- Eastern border , sim<.lar in some ways 

to that on the E'dstern frontj.er earlier in the 19tb. century , continued 

to simmer during 1849 and 1850, and Vias eventually to boil over du::ing 

the war of 1850-53 .
102 

The possi tili ty of Mosheshwe ' s interfering in the F' ,'fairs of t h e 

North- Eastern border had also to be recogr~sed by the l ocal authorities .
10

, 

A tantal ising ::ceport in the Graham ' " Tovm Journal of June 30 , 1849, 

c laimed that Chase had gone on a 'r.i.s i t to Mosheshwe, but there appears 

t o be nc record of this in Chase ' s correspondence with the Colonial 

99Calderwood to Chase , 5 . 5 . 49 and 22 . 6.49; Chase to Calderwood , 
11. 6 . 49 ; Chase to ,T, Olivier, 16 . 7 . 49 ; Chase to Ross, 16 . 7.49, CO 2857 . 

cf. 

100 
Chase to Sec::cetary to Government , 11.6 . 49 ; CO 2858 . 

1 01 
l'Iiontagu to 

Chase to Ross, 
Civil COmmissioner, Albert , 9 . 7.49 , CO 4936, p . 33 ; 
22.7 . 49, CO 2857 . 

102For a discnssion of the war of 1850-53, see Wagenaar , Ch. V 
(pp . 115- 158). 

103 cf. Voroter to Chase~ 2 . 6 .. 49., about rUl!!O-,Jrs concerning 
!Ilosheshwe (included in lette~ from Chuse to the Secretary to Govern­
ment, 11 . 6.49), CO .2&58. 
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Office . Possibly Chase had mentioned to Godlonton that he was 

cons ider ing such a v isit and Godlonton, believing a firm 

arrangement had been made, reprrted accordingly . At any rate no 

further L1ention seems to have been made of a visi t to Mosheshwe by the 

Ci vil Commissioner of Albert , 

All the time he was wrestling with the problems of establishing 

Ali wal North, planni,~g the :iefence of his distri ct , regula ' ;ing the 

public affairs of Albert and perfornting his numerous other duti es as 

Ci ,il Commissioner and Resident Magistrate,104 Chase was hoping for 

a transfer from Burghersdorp t" somewhe re more congenial . At f i rst 

h e had hoped for the revival ')f his old position as Secre t ary to the 

Li eutenant-Governor of the B8.stern Districts , but in this he was 

disapPointed ,105 as no successor was appointed to H. E . F . Young . 

C.H. Darling, the Lieutenant- Governor appointed in 1852, was Lieutenant-

1 06 Governor for the whole colony . After the Governor ' s visit to 

Burghersdorp in October, L >l8,107 Chase wrote to ask Smi tr,. for a 

transfer, believing that ' the most important objects of [his] office 

[ in Burghersdorp] had b een completed, and the machine brought into 

working order '. He claimed that his main objection to Albert v:as its 

distance from his family and Cradock Place, 1 08 but in u subsequent 

104His duties ranged f;om finding suitable office accommodation 
t o making celebratory speeches on the Queen's birthday and haggling 
over the pr ice of coffins for deceased prisoners . 

1 05cf . Chase to Secretary to Government , 4 . 4.48 and 13 . 6.48; 
co 2851; a nd Monta.gu to Chasc , 26 . 6.48 , CO 4932, p . 442 . 

106Charles Henry Darling , Lieutenant-Governor of the Cape Colony 
1852 - May, 1854 . Acting Governor of the Cape Colony, May 1854 -
December 1854 . (Fryer, pp. 90 and 101.) 

107 Supra, p . l06. 

l08Chase to Smith, 3 .10 . 48, CO 2825. 
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letter to Montagu he complained m')re freely that bis salary was very 

meagre and the cost of living ·in Burghersdorp very bigh.l09 It was 

rot until June 25, ].849, that Montagu sent Chase the welcome news that 

as H. Tennant
l lO 

had resigned his post as Ci viI Commiss~_oner and 

Resident Magistrate in Uitenhage, the Governor had appointed Chase to 

d h - III succee lID. Chase at once began making arrangements to hand over 

his responsibilities in Albe1t 112 to his successor, E.M. Cole. 

Chase's stay in Burghersdorp had not been particularly pleasELnt, 

but he had proved bis energy and efficiency. In spite of occasional 

~ld rebukes m,d queries concerning bis official activities, to wbich 

he replie d with characteristic indignation,113 the relations between 

Chase and the Colonial Office appear to have b een cordial. It is 

fortunate that he loved writing. 7he dispatches and letters written 

by Chase, although rather turgid by 20th centur-y standards, include 

a wealth of lively detail. 

109 Chase to the Secretary to Government, 18.12.48, CO 2852 . 

110 Hercules Tennant, appointed to his post in Uitenhage in 
1846; resigned in ].849 on account of failing health and died a few 
months later. 

11~oUtagu to Chase, 26.6.49, CO 4935, p. 478. 

112E •M• Cole had been appointed Tarnbookie Commissioner in 
April, 184 7, but bis off; ce had been abolished :Ln February, 1849. 
Since then he hao. receivea an allowance of £150 per annum f rom the 
Government. 

113e •g . , Montagu to Civil Commissioner, Albert, 28.3.49 and 
30.4.49, CO 4935 , p];7. 121 and 251 ; M .il Chase to Secretary to Govern­
ment, 16 .4.49, CO 2857. Also, Montagu to Civil Commissioner, 
Albert, 12.7.49, CO 4-936, p. 37 ; and Chase to Secretary to Government, 
21.7.49, CO 2857 . 
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CHA.Pl'ER V 

CIVIL COMMISSI01TER AND RESIDENT MAGI STRATE, 

UITENHAGE (1849 - 1863) 

Uitenba68 which was near the frontier yet out of ~he d~~5"r zane, 

had been ]1:coposed both as a possible locatj.on for the seat of govern-

ment for the Cape C"lony, and as a possible capital fer the Eastern 

1 Districts if they were given a sepf'rate government . It Vias certainly 

cf SOUle strategic impOJ:'tance in the local politics of the Eastern Cape: 

this Vias adr.d.tted even by those who would have opposed i ts eleva·~ion 

to the status of any kj~d of capital centre .
2 

Hence a study of Chase 

at work in l'i tenhage, and particularly after 1.855 Vlhen he became, ex 

officio, Cha irn:an of the Divisional Council has an interest wider t .. han 

the merely biogre.phical~ During the fourteen years that he spent in 

Ui telmage, c:.'1ase ' s official e.cti vi ties required considerably less 

pioneerinG zeal than had been necessary in Albert. Nevertheless his 

post was by no means a sinecure his division extendea west·Nar d,' 

beyond the Tzi tzikalllllla fores t s to the George District , north and north-

eastwards to ".;he di'Tisions of Gr,aaff-Reinet and Somerset, and eastvlD.rds 

to the relati vely small magisterial district of Port Elizabet-h . Even 

after the creation of the new divisions cf Alexandria in 1856 '3.lld 

"7 

HUlL'3.llsdorp in 1359,':> Vlhi. '.h reduced the area under his jurisdiction, 

IB-~ports of the Cc~1issi9.ners of Inquiry on ~he Cape of Good 
Hope : I Unon t.he .';'(j!')'l:~.2'''1.:i.3 i~I'8. t:L on o~!.:' t h _ Go·.-crrl:nent at tho CaJj~~ 01 
C oDd Hope ; ". I:(-U!) ,::;~Il(:-TI(jnli7!-e~--2~T°t}V;-c.::-cTGoo:r-TIor.c., p .' 2:i . 
°ZReprinteG. anti. oPl;.l~li ,Jh0d by 6: Gl::-eie , Cap; -oToVln, 1827 .) 
(1827 XXI 222 . ) . . 

2vr.S.J·. Sellick, Uitenha:';e Yd:Jt an§. PrCcsdlt, p . 77. 

3 . b· , l :H~ . ~ pp . 123 and 129. 
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Chase was expected to cope with a wide range of duties . 4 

In 1854 Chase made a vain plea to the Colonial Office , Cape To\vn, 

for increased clerical assistance, and gave an out cine of the work 

that had to be done in his office . In 1852 the office of Clerk of the 

Peace for Uitenhage had been ~bolished, and instead a Clerk of the 

Peace had been appointed for Port Elizabeth. 5 Chase regretted this 

change , not only because of Ghe extra duties which thereby ~evolved on 

the Clerk to the Resident Magistrate, but because he himself as Resident 

Magistrate was now deprived of a legal adviser. In his usual 

6 
conversational style , Chase wrote to the Secretary to the Government, 

' It cannot now be unknown to you that almost all the Gentlemen at 

present holding offices ~s MEgistrates have had no legal professional 

education and I can fancy you will feel with me that it is imposjng a 

weighty respor£ibility on offic~rs l ike myself to have no appeal to 

one "learned in law" - to be thrown upon one's own resources alone 

to decide chiefly by Equity , when legal advice would explai ,l to me, 

i f at fault, the written law as it stands, correcting a judgement likely 

to be as fallible as any common man ' s . ' I t seems that Chase was still 

entitled to seek the advice of the Port Elizabeth- based Clerk of the 

peace , 7 but it would clearly have been very difi'icul t to confer with 

him frequently . In keeping with his reputation as a 'statistician' , 

4 cf . Hunt , p . 141. 

?A . C. Wylde, Clerk of the Peace , was transferred from Uitclmage 
to Port Elizabeth . 

6Ra','/son Vi . Rawson, Colonial Se creta ry at the Cape, 1854-1864. 
He had already served in Canada and Mauritiu s and later bec9.me a 
Governot in the ';[eat Indies. 

7 cf. The Ca pe of Good HopG Alrn~nac and Annu21 Register for 1856, 
compiled by B.J. vcn de Sandt , J. 250. 
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which derived from his habit of sub<'tantiating his statements with 

lists of figuC'es , Chase added to m.s letter some calculations to show 

tl'at during the period from October 1852 to June 1854 , th" Resident 

Magistrate at Uitenbcge had heard 292 criminal cases and 247 civil 

cases. 

Chase enclosed a statement made by his clerk, D.J. Aspeling , 8 

describing the c:.uties of the r:lerk to the Resident Magistrate : 

' 1 . Issuing the Criminal and Civil Processes of the Resident 

Magistra.te 's Court •.• • 

2. I ssuing Civil Process for Circuit Court . 

3. Attending to the Record Bool{s of the lilagistr·ate's Court . 

4. Attending to the issuing of Passes, and orders for the 

purchase of Gunpowder .•.. In issuing passes much time is a lso 

taken up by my not understanding the Fi..'1go and Kaffir languages , 

when I require the se~Tices of an interpreter . 

5 . The forwarding of Wi::.ls , Dea th Notice" etc. , of whi ch copies 

must be kept, and the collection of Fees for the Master ' s Office 

require also some considerable attentio~. 

6. I am also Distributor of stamps , in which capacity 1 am to 

i ssue Stamps and Lice.1ces. 

Besides the a.bove it can well be understood by tho"e acqtlainted 

with a Public Of fice that other duties a s Clerk to the Resident 

Magistrate require my conbtant attention.' 

Since the removal of the Cll1rk of the Peace , Aspeling had been 

expected to carry out Salle extra duties , which inc:!.uded , 

8Dirk Jacobus AspeJ.j r. ~:; , Clerk to the Rcsiunnt r,lE.gi~ trate, 
U:L terJ18 3c , 1850 -:; '1· ~ JJa ter Oeca.'ne 8.11 allctioneer and W~D also a ~worn 

' ,rans1ator. 1860-1864 was ;;1.1' . for UitEykr,ge . Died 1872 . 
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'1. Taking Preliminary Examinations, and making copies of t:1e same, 

which are generally very lengthened and mostly oerived through an 

Interpreter. 

2. Attending to complaints of whatever nature and deciding as to 

the Prosecution of the cases. The statements of the compl~ining parties 

are invariably almost incomprehensible at fj.rst, and the time taken up 

in getting an insight into the case interr~pts so much the business 

in the Resident I~gistrate's department that every inconvenience is 

experienced there by. ' The aggrieved Aspeling added, 'Besides which , 

ignorant people will always seek redress in cases of a civil nature 

by comple.int to the Public Prosecutor, in whose place I unfortunately 

now stand. ' He conclu.ded , 'I have devoted on an average seven hours 

a day to the service and found that time insufficient for the proper 

performance of my duties, frequently taking my Vlork home to be per-

formed at night . Since the remcval of the Clerk of the Peace I have 

been obliged to employ the services of a young man to as~i.st me, and 

pay him from my own private resources. ,9 Not surprisingly, Aspeling 

resigned from the civil service wi",hin a few months of writing this 

10 letter, and in October, 1854 he was succeeded by P. Buyskes. 

Understandably, letters from the Colonial Office, Cape Town, 

to the Civil COTfl'llissioner of Ui tenhage frequently carried comllaints 

abollt th=. non-arrival of reports or returns from the Division;ll 

particularly as Cl~se did not devote himself entirely to his official 

9CO 439b, no. 105 . 

lC The Cape of Good Hope AIITk'lnac and An.'1ual R8rister, for 1855, 
compiled by B. J. van de Sandt, p . 257 . 

l~(>tters f l 'om the Colonial Office (C:J.pe "Tovm ) to the Civil 
Commissioner and Re3id·mt Magi ~trate, Ui ten11age. r/UIT 10/29 -
I/UIT 10/32. p3ssim. 



119 

duties , but n~intained an interest in Easter n Cape politics as well . 

In'1860 he was ask~d by the Separation League12 to join their 

'Stati sti cal Commit t ee ' i n Port Elizaueth , and wrote to enquire whether 

t he Governor13 would object if he did so . Richard Sout hey , acting 

Colonial Secretary , i n due cours e replied that he had not even 

mentioned the request to the Governor ; Southey beli eved that permiSSion 

would not be grant ed as Chase ' s official business was not up to dat e .14 

Ther e vms one field in which Chase br oke new ground that of 

l ocal government . By Act 5 of 1855 , 15 boards or counc i ls were 

established in the various divisions of the Colony , t o admini.ster the 

mai n tenance of branch roads and various other local matter s . Each 

Divisional Council consi sted of seven members, six of whom were elected 

by t ' le r egist ered voters of each division , the seventh membe:r bei ng 

t he l ocal Civil Ccmmissioner who was , ex officio , the chairmc:n . 

Chase thus became the link between the. government and the elected 

representatives of the local inhabitants , with responsib~~ities to both . 

Si nce Landdrosts and Heemre.den had been dropped i n 182816 there 

had been no representative element in ru-~l government in the Cape, 

and thi s was a felt need . In 1854 F .W. Reitz17 of Swellencam proposed 

120f • Stead, pp . 47- 76 . 

13Sir George Grey , High Commissioner and Governor of the Cape 
Col ony , 5 . 12 . 54 - 15 . 8 . 61. 

14Acting Colonial Secretary to Civil Commissioner , Uitenhage , 
12 . 12 . 60 . I/UIT . 10/31. 

15 ' An Act for Creating Divisional Councils in this Colony '. 
Eybers , G.W., Select Constitutional })ocurr.ents Illustratir,g South 
Afri.can Hi.8tcr:r 1795-1910, pp . 83-85 . 

160rdinance 33 of 18~'7 . Eybers,.)p , ci t . , pp . 109- 112. 

17Franci.s VIi1liarn R',itz (1810-1881). Was educated in :::ape Torm 
anrl t hen studied farminc in Scotla'cl<l, Pu.b1ished pamphlets un farming 
ahd esta b1ished Ar;ri<.!u l turnl !; . "/S . lIe was c. v~ry GU ccessful shcep­
fa rmer . He srt in the Urn '::!' H0use J.'rom 185 ~ -lS63 , and as a member 
for SVle11endam in t he Lowe.r lIou!]e fron 1869,-73 , 
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in the I ,ee;islative Council that an investigation be rna,de into tl'e 

poss i bility of creating what he called 'district municipalities ' in 

t he colo::1Y, ' upon the basis and principle of the Boards of "Landdrost 

en Heemmden'" • He also advocated the 'restoration of the functions 

of Field-Cornets ', as they r~d originally existed, allowance being 

made for t he adaptation of the old system where necessary, to suit 

th d f t 't 18 e nee s 0 con emp'na ry s ',c~e y. In a witty and point3d speech , 

Reit~ argued t hat the roots of Cape local government lay not with the 

'Anglo-SRXons , tj.thing men and county courts', nor with the ' Muni-

ci palities of the Romans ', but in the traditional Boards of Landdros t 

and Heernraden . He outlined th2 jurisdiction enjoyed by t;'le Landdrost 

and Heemraden in suc'" m .. ,tters as local education, the preservation of 

public forests, the administration of pound fees, tolls and serv '~ tudes , 

and in arbitration in local boc,rilary disputes .19 A compa~ison of his 

speech with the legislation which subsequently created Divisional 

Councils in 1855 gives poi,,' to his claim that the propose~ Divisional 

Councils had their prototype in the old Boards of Landdrost and 

Heemraden . He claimed moreover that the au.thority of Landdrost and 

Heernraden ove r local roads l~d ' in fact constituted them a 

Divisional Road Board, . 20 The difference between Boards of L',nddrost 

and Heemraden on the one hand , and DiYisional Road Boa rds on the other, 

lay in two thiY'.gs : there was more deliberate plan..'ling by central 

govermnent afte ~ 1843 than there had been in the days of Landdr ost 

and Heemradeu; and the Divisional Road Boards were elected and not 

l~frl ' e Advert iser nnd I, ~ail' s rarlinrnentary ])ebate~ the First 
Session of. the Pir:3t Po."C'liam0.l:.t of the Cape of Good H~8 , ClPpointc ll 
to IQoet 30 t h ,none, 1",:,4 . Vo l ume I, p. 29, 

19, bOd 1 ]. . , pp . 69-70 , 

20'b'd 
1 1 " ' p . 70. 
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nominated, and thereby were in line with 19th century trends. 

Established in 1843 , the Divisional Road Boards , each cons i sting 

of four l ocally elected members who me t under t he chaj.rmanship of the 

l ocal Civil Commiss i oner , had supervised the ~onstruction and main­

t enance of branch and division."l roads .
21 

For various reasons the 

Uitenhage Divisional Road Board, which held its f i rst meetip~ in 

April, 1845,22 did not fun'_ tion satisfactorily, and at a pl.blic 

meeto.ng held i n July , 1853, it was decided that the board shoul d 

cease to exist. A resolution was carried unanimously ' that this 

meeting is of opiruon after tak~ng into consideration the numerous 

lines of branch road under the supervision of t h e Divisional Board , 

with the limited inc om" at th~ir disposal - that it is a waste of 

public money to keep up an Establishment of paid officers, where~y the 

small income of the Board is frittered away without any benefit to the 

public ' .23 . 24 
To some extent , as IV . S.J . Sellick suggests, - this decision 

was a result of Eastern Ca1-·'. grievances against the Vfester:l Cape , 

and it may have been a precedent for the tendency of its successor , 

the m.tcnhage Divisional Council , to concern i tself with political 

matters that were in fact beyond its def i ned scope . The creation of 

a forum of elect ed representatives from a large area, gave to r:hase 

and other champi ons of 'olle Eastern Cape, an opportunity 

to fur ther their callse . The surviving minute books of the Divi:;ional 

Council, which are ill places incomPlete ,25 give only a brief outline 

2L 
-Hunt , p. 145. 

22D. C. Uit . M 1. 23.4 , 45. 

2' · -'D . C . Uit . . , 2 . MeetinG 25 . '( . 53. j " 

2.4W. S . J . Sellick, Uitcnheo;e Pr~ s t u":1.d Pr~sent, p . 102 . 

25For example, the minut8s of the fir8t meeting are aPP2.rently 
mi~sin.; . 
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of the discu[3ions held during meetings, but there can be little 

doubt that the members, some of whom travelled considerable distances, 

exchanged ideas on local affairs befc~-e and after the meeti!l[.s, and 

used their membership of tne ccuncil for political purposes, partly 

by emphasizing E~stern grievances and partly by adopting obstructive 

tactics as a form of protest. 

The policy of the Central Road Board, and the disPJoportionate 

expenditure a R between East and We~t had long been a sore point among 

the Easterners. It was argued, and not altoge ther without justification, 

that the constructi.on of Eastern Cape roads was sacrin.ced to Western 

C . t t 26 ape ln eres s. There is no doubt that many roads ill the East 

were in a very poor state, am that travelling along them was dangerous 

and , Jlcomfortable • Between 1843 and 1853 the Central Road Board 

improved the main links between the Eastern and Western secti_ons of the 

Color~ , to their mutual advantage, but the Board ' s frequent contra-

vention of the l'egt<latiollS governing use of the money ra~ ~ed by the 

Road tax,27 blinded ma~ Easterners to the considerable benefits they 

in fact reaped from the Central Road Board's activities . Hostility to 

the Road Board is evident in several entries in the Minutes of the 

Uiienhage Divisional Council. Vrhen asked by the Government if the 

Council would be prepared to take over supervision of the main ruads28 

within the Division, the members indignantly resolved that their 

Council \Va.s not eqw_pped to survey and repair these main roads , 

26Breitenbacl1, Pl' . 243- 4; and Fryer, pp. 5 and 102. 

27Breit cnbach, p. 249. 

28M . d " t aln roa 5, as oppose~ ,0 

the responsib-Lli ty- c'1' the Centl'c,l 
"Dralle'"'l or dtvi:::dotnl roads, \'Tere 
Hoad Board until 186-1-. 
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especially as the area included a yery larGe section of the ZU'll berg 

The resolution concluded w:i.th a well- -:lorn Separatist demand : 29 pass . 

'That in the event of the Goverument being determ:ined to relieve the 

existing Central Road Board of the Road Duties in this Province , this 

Coun :il would reco=end the establishment of a Similar Board in t he 

Eastern Province for the perf'orma:llce of lIl3.in road duties of that 

Province t • The Council , p~'esumably because of the pelitical 

implicationo of the r esolution , decided to send a copy of it to each 

Divisi onal Council in the Eastern C2_pe 30 a move in keeping with 

the general tendency of Divisional Councils to co- operate and keep 

in touch with one another . 31 

The Ui tenhege Di Vlaional Council again .revealed its defensi-,,-e 

atti tude towards Government when Parliament requ.ested local cont ri-

but ions towards the cost of bu.:-.l ding a main road linJr.i.ng Port Elizabeth 

and Graaff- Reinet . 32 To make matters worse the COLl.-'1cil mistakenly 

believed that no parliamentary grant for road building would be forth­

comine until local contributions had been made . 33 The Couxlcil me~bers 

complained that local authorities in the Western Cape ha.d not been 

r eq1:ured to help pay for main roads , a complaint that was to some 

extent unjustified in view of thp. recently increased responsib.;.lities 

of local authorities since the establishment of Divisional Councils . 

I n fact , D:i.visional COLlncil responsibilit:i.es regarding :..ain roads were 

29 cf . Breitenbach, p . 244 . 

3On.c. Hit. !.\ 3 . Meet:L"'lg 6.2 . 56 . 

31 , S-; ead , p. 63 . 

32Ac cm.tnt of Central Road Board Meeti11g , SACA 13. 0.57 . 

33D. C. Uit. ];I 4. In.eetir,g 6 . 10 . 57. 
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clarified the follmving year, by tne Public Roads Act,34 which l aid 

down that Divisional Council fu..'lds might be appropriated for <,se i n 

' c;he making or imprcving of any main road which the Divisional Coundl 

may desire to have opened or improved, and which work tl:e Colonial 

Government may have agreed to undertake, . 35 Meanwhile the Uitenhage 

Council drafted an angry resolution of protest and wrote to the 

Divisional Councils of Port ELizabeth and Graaff-Reinet to asle for 

their opi.nions on the subject of contributing to main roads . Tne 

minutes ,3. 0 not show whether or not Graaff-Reinet or Port Elizabeth 

agreed with uiter~ge . 36 Probably they did not , for the proposed new 

road Vias vital to the Karoo sheep farmers , and to the interests of 

Algoa Bay. Certainly in 1862 , two years before there was any statutory 

obligation,37 the Port El izabeth DLvisional Council --- which administered 

~ small area and s o had a limited mileage of road to mainta in --. was 

prepared to take over the maintenance of completed main reads in its 

division. 38 This was well in li.ne with Port Elizabeth trends , for 

as early as 1855 , a leader in the Eastern Province Hera:!-d suggested 

that Divisi.onal Councils take over the control of ocain roads , provided 

they were given the resources that were available to the Central Road 

Boa,,'d . 39 Ui tenhage tacitly acc,'pted defeat . Denied regiQr~l support 

- --_.----------------------------------------------------------------
34.Act 9 of 1858 , ' An Act to prov:LQ e for the i.Im1.agement of t he 

Public Roads in the Colony ' . Jackson, E . M., Laws relatiw, to 
llivisj.011.al Counctls of the C~ of Good Hope , pp. 28- 48 . 

35 · b ·· ~'? l lQ.., p. ," 

36D. C. Utt . M 4. 7.11.57. 

37.Act 10 of 1864 , 'Act to provide for the constru etton and 
maintel"lance of "the me.in roads of the Golony '. Jackson,op . ~it ., pp.61-70 . 

38Iru:orms. t ion ~up'plic.:t by Profc£"s or W.A. r~~n..":"~·"911, froIT'_ a stl.i.d.y 
·.f the Port EHz~beth Divtsional Council Re cords. 

39EPl!, 28 . 8 . 55. 

\ 
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and faced wi+,h t he announcement that the building of the new road was 

after all about to begin, the Council reaffil~ed its opposition to 

the policy of local contributions to main roads,40 but subsE:0uently 

paid less attention to I'oed grievances and found other ways of 

campaigning for Eastern Cape rights. 

In October 1857 a meeting of the UitelIDage Divisional Council, 

attended by only four member.s41 passed a resolution reco~~ending its 

'constituents ' to refrain from voting in the parliamentary electivns 

scheduled to be held early in December, because the council believed 

the Eastern representatives in the Legislative Council had 'r,e> 

efficient and reliable influence ' . 42 The reason for this :.'esolution 

can be traced to the view held by Chase and ArmstroI1{ 13 tr2.t the 

inte~ests of the Eastern Cape would best be served if the region 

bo,ycotted the colonial parliament . In June of :\.85 7 

t he Eastern members of the Legislative Council had resigned en bloc 

in protest against the rejection by the Western majority "f Godlonton ' s 

'federative- separation ' motion. 44 The b~ief mood of co- operation 

among E~stern members soon passed , and after Godlonton ' s departure for 

England, only a handful of supporters for non- participation in parlia-

me)"",t remained . The Uitenbage correspondent of the Eastern Province 

Herald45 condemned the 'nonsensical t resolution and accused Chase and 

40n •c • Uit. M 4 . 12 .10. 57 and 7.11.57. 

41chase , Armstrong, Billi~,m and Hitzeroth. Those ahsent 
were Muller, Smith and Kirkwood . 

42n .c. Uit . M 4. adjourned meeting , 12 . 10.57. 

43Wil1iam Arms trong had ro'presented Port Elizabeth in the 
Legisla tive Assembly, in If'':;6-7, but had r8zizn"_' his seat in protest 
again"t what he cclieved wa,; Western Cape neglect of the E8.st . 
Armstrong died in 1859 . 

44Stead, p . 39. 

45EPH , 3 . 11. 57. \ 
I 
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Armstrong of D.8.ving carried the motion while 'the leadW-i> members 

were all absent ' . The Divisional Council Chairman at this stage had 

a casting vote. 46 The Herald report cont:inued, ' In Ui tenhage every 

man of common sense conde=s the trick, but such a resort must be left 

to the disappo:inted spirits . Uitenbage has not appointed the Divisional 

Council its mentors '. Even the Graham ' s To.m Journal did not react 

favourably ar.i merely repor-:;ed the text of the Council ' s r£ solution 

wii;b0ut comment. 47 The resolution :in fact seemed to have little 

force. A1mittedly Uitenhage did not nominate a candidate for the 

Legislative counCil,4
8 

but t:1is may well have been the effect of 

apathy. The town did however return a candidate for t.'1e House of 

Assembly, namely, Josia'.l Billingham, who represented Ui tenbage 

dur:ing .1858 and 1859 . 49 

A matter :in ·.vhich the Divisional Council l egitimately took a 

great interest was education : Section 32 of the Divisional Councils 

act of 1855 had proyj.ded t:.; t the powers and functions of the former 

district school commissions should be transferred to the Councils . 5 0 

This arrangement proved popular, and despite an Act allowing for t:tle 

creation of local Education Boards, 51 the Divisional Council retained 

its pOViers over education until the statutory establish:nent of local 

46l]nti1 1859 the Chai=an of a Divisional Council had a 
cast:ing vote. 

If 7 GTJ, 17 .10.57. 

48Four Eastern Cape members of ' the Legislative Council were 
returned unappo.:::i ~d : i-wo -l"lere norrd.:nated :from Graaff-Reil et , one from 
Golesberg, and one from Port E1i~abeth. 

~,9K}.lPin, R., ROnl211Ce of a Color2.8.1 P8.r1iament , p . 139 . 

50Malherbe, E.G., Edur.ahon j.n South Africa , 1652- 1]22 , pp.121-·2 . 

51Act 14 of 1858. 
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school committees by the Education Act of 1865. 52 The quest '.on of 

education was frequently debated in the Legislative Assembly between 

1 855 and 1865 , and by 1857 an Education Bill had been hammered out 

by two successive Select Committees on Public Education . 53 Th e 

publ ication of the Bill in the Government Gazette caused a stir in 

Uitenhage, because it contained va;~ous proposals with which the 

townspeople disagreed , and a public meeting was convened by the 

Divisional Council 'at the special request of the inhabitants '. At the 

meeting it was decided that the existing system of education Vias highly 

satisfactory , and that any change in it would inflict ' a grea", wrong 

on the community ' : the system was simple to administer , while its 

' catholicity of spirit ' prevented the development of a sectarian 

outl ook among the youth . For this reason the meeting opposed the 

estab:ishment of denominational schools which might give rise t o 

r eligious controversy . The general opinion was that the exicting 

system should be extended , and t hat the ' able and faithful Teachers ' 

shouJ.d receive better salaries for all their hard work . At the end 

of the meeting the Council members r;ere duly thanked for their 

' timely interference on behalf of the education of the rising 

generation ' , 54 although as it turned out, their interference proved 

unm.cessary because the Bill was postponed and it was not until. 1865 

t hat ~~e Education Act was finally passed . 

The Uitenhage Divisional Council ' s interest in education extended 

beyond the Government schools : the members were anxious to establish 

52For a discussion of the Education Act - Act 13 of 1865 -
see E. G. 1ialherbe, Education in South _~rica, 1652- 1922, pp . 94-98 . 

53Malherbe , E . G. , Education in Sou th Afri"a, 1652- 1922, pp . 93-95. 

54D. C. Uit. M 4. 23 . 3.57 . 
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a college in Uitenhage , as an Eastern Cape equivalent to the South 

African College in Cape Town . As early a s A'.lgust 6, 1856 , the 

Council agreed that Uitenhage Vlaf, the i deal spot for such a 

college, and re commended that proceeds from the sale or lease of 

local Crown land should be used to pay for it . 55 In lEl57 

a Bill for the establishment of a college in the Eastern 

Cape was published , Uitenhag', bei ng mentioned as a possible ,ite . 

Moreover the Colonial Secretary, Rawson W. Rawson, asked the 

Uitenhage Counc il's opinion on ' the extent and value of land' that 

should be set apart as an endowment for the proposed cOllege . 56 Chase 

replied enthusiastically that E.bout sixty farms would be needed' to 

raise suffi c i en't funds, out to this the ColoP.ial Office non- commi tally 

answered that the arrangements for the foundation and endowment 0<: a 

college were 'ux!der consideration ' . 57 Despite severa l 'col lege 

meeti,Clgs ' in Ui tenhage and some corresponl. enee between Chase and the 

Colonial Office, 58 the Di vi,', onal Council ' s ambition t o est'3.blish a 

colleee remained unfulfilled . 59 Parliament refu,sed to grant funds 

for the establishment of a college unless t he local inhabitants were 

55D •C • U·t J. • M 3 , 6 . 8 . 56 . 

56D. C. Uit . M 4 , 8 . 8 .57. 

57chairman, DivisioYl8.1 Council Uiterulage to Colonial Secretary , 
10 . 9 . 57. CO 692 no . 105, and endorsements . 

58D. C. Uit. M 3 , 6 . 8 . 56; D. C. Uit . M 4 , 8 . 8 . 57 ; 5 .5 . 59 ; D.C . 
Uit . ~i 5, 2.8.59 ; 7 . 2 . 60 ; 5 . 5 . 60 and CO 674, Seoretary, Divisional 
Counoil Uitenhage to Colonial Secret:lry , 11.8.56 ; CO 692 no . 105. 

59p,duoational arrangements in Uitenhage r emained unsatisfaotory 
f or a l.fJTI[ t ime . In 1877 the Riebeeck Colleee fol' Girls was i'oux,ded, 
but it ,"" W not until 1836 that the ;;;u.ir Academy, founded in 1875, 
became an effective centre for '~JJe eduen tion of boys. 
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prepared to help finance the projc'ct. The Government did not agree 

wi th the Divisional Council that Ui tenhage ' s inability to raise 

funds could be affsl't by the use af revenue raised by the exploitation 

of local Crown land . The moye for the establishment of a college in 

Uitenhage was to some extent linked with Eastern Cape conscious'lcSS, 

but rivalry between Graaff - Relnet and Uitenhage for this prestige 

instin<tion
60 

was symptomatic of the regional hostility which helped 

Y~ll the Separation Movement.
61 

The Council's frustrated plans to 

u~e the Crown lands for the endowment of a college helped keep alive 

the id ea of usil"..g these lands for the benefit of the Eastern Cape. 

The Council believed that land was a regional asset which was being 

unjustly depleted by sale : there was absolutely no 

guarantee that the money thu.s rais'd would be used for the benefit of 

the Eastern Cape . It was in cormection with the sale of Crown 

l and that the Divisional Council showed itself most determined to 

resist Western Cape dOmination . 

While the origins of the Divisional Councils were closely linked 

with the supervision of roads, soon after their establishment they 

had been granted certain powers over the sale of Crown lands. 

Go'ernment Notice No. 357 of 184b , which was reinforced by. Government 

Notice No. 295 of 1860 , l aid down the 'Co.'lditions and Regcliatiolls 

upon which the Crown Land 3 at the Cape of Good Hope ' were to be dis -

d f 
62 

pcse o. The Divisional CounCil, with access to the detailed 

local infom.ation which was a necessary ta sis for d~cisions concerning 

60 CO 759, no. 144. 

61 Stead , pa3siRl . 

62CO 718, dated 31.10.56. 
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the disposal of Crown land , became the link between prospectlYe 

purchasers and the Goyernment . No sale of Crovm land could be 

completed without the co-operation of the Divisional Council, it was 

this position which the Uitenhage DivisiorBl Council now proposed to 

exploit as a political weapon. 

In Uitenhage, dissatisfaction "nth the system of the disposal 

of Crwm lands had existed as far back as 1856 . I n May that year the 

Divisional Council recommended a memor ial to the Governor , signed by 

-twenty- four 'J,andowners etc. ' of the UitenJ"..age Division, requesting 

permission to lease vacant Crown lands , because they coul d nor, afford 

t o buy land . 63 
Both the covering letter from the Divisional Council 

secretary and the attached memorial contained two fam~_liar themes 

a fear of ' Vagrants ' and a belief that every white 'farmer' was 

entitled to his own farm . 

The Divisional Council secretary wro'Ge , ' In this Division 

seriol,,1.s inconver...iences are experienced in consequence of ~ he occu-

ration of these [Crown] lands by Coloured and other Vagrants, and the 

Council conceive that the only mode of being relieved from this evil 

would be to throw the laY'..ds into private hands ' . The memor:i.alists 

pu t their case plainly : ' Although the farmers are ul1willing and in most 

cases U11a b1e to be come purchasers, they are all ready to hire un 

leases those farms which have unsuccessf'.llly been offered, for sale 

as well as aL1lOst the whole of the Waste lands in the Dj.strict, a 

plan which if adopted, would make a very larGe addition to the public 

revenue and at the same time would be the means of populating t!lis 

thinly inhabited District with a 'producing and il1d«strious class of 

people'. The letter and me', lorial received little 'sympathy at the 

63 . co 674, no. 9. 
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Colonial Offi~e, where the inability of most farmers to bt;y lane waS 

doubted. One marginal comment pointed out tr~t applications to buy 

land were in fact being made -- I Applica tions for 100,000 acres 

64 wri tten! I - while the Surveyor- General, Charles Bell, WaS similarly 

sceptical : I I suspect that c ompeti tion [at land sales] is not an idea 

which will be approved of by the Memorialists . There is a v8ry large 

class of the i nhabitants bo"-h white and Coloured who acquirb stock 

without supposing that they oug.':lt at the same tj.me to acquire either 

permanently or temporarily the land necessary to their maintenance -

and they talk of the purchase of Crown lots by more wealthy stock-

holders as an oppression' . III a letter written on December 12 , 1857 , 

the Colonial Secretary "'lgge[n,ed the subdividing of plots of groU--'1d 

65 for sale, to enable the poor to bv-y small are"s of land , but t .' lis 

p r oposal was ignored , probably '.)ecause the Council did not meet between 

December 23 , 1857 and May 14 , 1858.
66 

On June 23 , 1860 , the Colonial 

Secretary r eminded the Uitel':-age Divisional Council that he had 

received no reply to his suggestion of December 12 , 1857 , but by the 

time the letter reached Uitelihage the COl4"lcil had suspended CrOlm land 

67 68 sales so the suggestion was not considered . 

Meanwhile the Divisional Cov:acj.l , with a r esilience no de ·ubt 

64Charles Bell (1813-1882 ) , Was Surveyor- General 0<: the Cape 
Colony 1848- 1872 . 

55Referred to 
Uitenhac;c, 23.6.60. 

i .n letter Colonial Secretary to Civil Commissioner , 
I/UIT, 10/31. 

66No me8tings are r e corded bev..veen these dates; tIle llli.-"rJ.utes of 
23 . 12. 57 arc unsiGned, and the meeting of 14.5 . 58 was attended bya 
newly elected Council. 

67 · nf 1-' 3. ra, p. ).:+ . 

68n.c. Uit . M 5, 3.1 .0) . 
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encouraged by the chairman, reacted to th8 Government's opposi tion 

to leasing Crown lands by formins a two- man sub- committee to draft a 

le·;ter ' stating in eytenso the reasons for selli ng on quitrent in 

preference to any other system ' . 69 The Government remajned firm 

despi te an eight- page letter from Chase, in which he explained that the 

Divisional Council, ' as conservators of the interests of the District ' 

urged a change in the method o~ disposing of Crown land . The Colonial 

Secretary replied that the r egulations had been framed ' with great 

care and consideration, with reference to reports of committees of 

parliament , and , that His Exc811ency [ Sir George Grey] could not 

sanction the proposed change without a further expression of the 

opinion of parliament on the subject . ,70 

In 1859 Chase again reql'.ested Government permission to lease 

CrJwn lands , this time on an annual basis71 : he believed that short-

term leases would not interfere with the eventual sale of the land and 

would be a good neans of raisJ.ng money . The Surveyor General ' s opinion, 

written on the back of Chase's letter, gives an i dea of the adminis-

trative problems he faced in arrangi ng t he ei'ficient di sposal of Crown 

land throughout the Colony . He explained that he had to cOl1Si der not 

OlUY 't':le amount of good whi.ch co·tld be accomplished.. . by an energetic 

Civil Commissioner and Divisional Council ', but also the harm t hat 

could be done by a less ab) e local B'.lthori ty . He continued , ' Lookir.g 

at the question put theoretically the Civil Commissioner [Chase] is 

quite right . It would be an advantage • •• to draw some hundreds of 

69D. C. Uit. M 3, 3.12.56. 

70cr.airman, Divisional Council, UiteruJ8.:;e, to the Cc l.onial 
Secretary , 17 . 11.57, "nd cndorae2l\cnts by Colcni"l Secretary, CO 674 . 

7~.C. Uit . M 4, 5 . 5.59 . 
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pot\nds to the general Revenue by the means suggested ', but viewing 

the situation pmctica.lly he believed that his department should exert 

itself to dispose of Crown lands according to the existing regulations, 

as quickly as possible, without supe rimpos ing a new, temporary system, 

' which in the greate~ number of districts might degenerate into a 

nursery of clai ms fatal to the system of sa.le, . 72 

During 18~9 and 1860 the Council ' s requests for permission to 

lease lands continued with renewed persistence after the members found 

that land was available for lease in Beaufort , 73 Swellendam and 

Ro)'ertson . 74 After some correspondence involving the Surveyor- General, 

the Colonial Secretary and the Divisior.al Council, Rawson W. Rawson 

finally informed Chase that tr.e system under which Crown land had been 

leased in some dis t ricts was an old arra~~ement which had now been 

discontinued. 75 This disappointing reply after a long wait annoyed 

the Councillors , and even though they could not accuse the Government 

of having favoured the Vlestern Cape , because Beaufort , a Midland 

division, had . been among the districts where Crovm lands had been leased, 

their Eastern Cape patriotism was evidently aroused . On June 5 , lS60 , 

the Colonial Secretary ' s final answer on the leasing of Crown lands was 

read to the COUllCil; at th0. same meeting his veto on the use of Crown land 

sale, to pay for a local college was discussed . On the same day Dobson76 

gave nctice of a sigi'uficant re solution which was passed unanimously at 

72CO 740, no 153. 

73D.C. Uit. M 5 , 2 .8 . 59 and 6 . 9.59. 

74D•C• Uit. M 5, 7 . 2 . 60. 

75 CO 740, no. 259 ; CO 759, no . 85 ; CO 759, no. 95 . 

76EJward Dobson .represented Ui tenl1age in the Lower House in 1865 . 
He.. later served several terms as l:ayor of Ui tenho.ce. 
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the next ordir3ry meeting, on July 3., 1860 . Dobson's resolution was 

'that it is the opinion of this Council that it is impolitic and 

injurious to the best interests of the Eastern Province to rec~mmend 

or sanction the sale or a1i3nation of any more of the crown lands in 

this Division until such time as a Separation of Eastern and Westex'n 

Di\~sions of this Colony t~~es place , and a proper provision is made 

-';hat the proceeds of lands sold in 'the Eastern Province sb.,.ll be 

appropriated to Eastern Province pu'Cposes only ' . 77 It is interesting 

to note that Chase was absent from the rruietings of June 5 and 

July 3 -- clearly the Council ' s hosti l ity to the Western Cape iid not 

depend entirely on his leadership. 

Early in 1861 the Separation League followed Uitcnhal'e ' s example 

by asJcing all Divisional Councils in the Eastern Cape to refuse 

r ecommendation of Cro~n land sales . In r eply to the Separation LeagQe's 

circular , the Ui tenhage Council stated that they had al~eady anticipated 

the League ' s move. , and would continue to act in accordanc'- with their 

r esolution of July , 1860. 78 By 1864 Cradock , Colesberg, Albany, 

Queenstown, Fort Beaufort and Somerset had adopted the practice of 

refusing Crown land sa1es . 79 

Unanimous though the passage of the Cr own land r&solutj_on had been 

in July 1860 , by July 1861 at least some of the Counci l members were 

having second thoughts about the wisdom of blocking the sale of Crovm 

land . On July 2 , 1861, Dobson, who had originally proposed the 

oontroversial motion, gave notice 01 a resolution ' that the question 

77D•C• Uit. M 5, 5 . 6 . 60. 

78D•C. Uit. 11 5 , 2.4 . 6J, . 

79stead, pp . 62-3. 
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of the separation of the Eastern and Western ])i visions of the Colony 

having been disposed , that the Council take int o consideration the 

propriety and necessity of having sections of the Crown lands in this 

80 ])istrict inspected , surveyed and sold '. ])obs on pr esumably believed 

t hat the loss of the Separation Bill introduced in the Legislative 

Council in May, was a foregone conclusion. By the time his proposed 

resolution was discussed on August 9 , the Bill had indeed be,..a reje8ted 

by eight votes to three . 81 Nevertheless, at the next meeting Dobson ' s 

motion was merely read and then withdrawn; the minutes do not explain 

why . Instead it was resolved th~t ' all appl icati ons for land be 

r eturned to t he a pplicants , witt the intimation that the Council ca~ot 

82 for the present recom,neno the sale of any Crovm lands ' . This reso-

lution was firmly aDhered to ; for example on October 15 , 1861, three 

applications for l and were turned down, and the Secretary Vias instructed 

to infonu the Gover nment of ' the resolution not to sell any lands until 

Separation [should] have take"l Place , .83 

At the beginning of 1862 another attempt was made to re- cornmence 

the sa18 of Crown land : on January 7, D. J . Aspeling gave notice of a 

resolution that ' all those landa which had been i nspected and surveyed 

and the reports of which have been considered by the Coul'cil , be put 

in train for early sale ' . The Se~retary was instructed to prepare a 

list of such lands , which was t abled at the followi ng meeting on 

February 18 , 1862 , but there is no further reference to Aapeling's 

8O]).C. Uit . ]/) 5, 2 . 7 . 6l. 

81 Stead , pp . 69- 70 . , 
82D. C. Ui t . lJ 5, 3 .8.6l. 

83D.C• Uit . j,I 5, 15 .10 . 111. 
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motion '-'ntil the meeting of 1:aI'ch 4, when it was decided that the 

84 whole sub ject should 'stand·over for t~e present '. The Arumal 

ReT,ort of the Divisional Council Chairman , read on January 6 , 1863,85 

set out a full account , according to the Ui tenhage Divisi ')nal Council, 

of the his tory of local Crown land sales . The report emphasised that 

leasing Crovm l a nd was preferable to selling it - a r ecurring theme 

in all discussions of Cr own !a ld sales by the Ui tenhage Council. 

During 1863 the debate concerning Crown land sales continuecl . 

On I'.'[arch 3 , J.H . Tenne.nt
86 

gave notice of & _.lotion ' that all applications 

fOl Crovm lands already made , shall be taken into consideration, \'lith 

t '.le view of reporting thereon and ultimately having the same sold'. 

At the meeting on April 7, several different opinions about Crown land 

sales were expressed . Tennant's yr~posed resolution was seconded merely 

' pro fOnl8. 1 by T' .D. Philip. 8? Aspelir~ proposed an amendment that 

the Divisional Council should sanction the sale of certain Crovm lands, 

for which applica tioll had been mad.e prior to 1859 , and Ten.'1ant theo:-e -

upon withdrew his motion. 
88 

Hobson proposed another amendment , ' That 

this Councj.l deprecates the sale of Crown lalld under the apprehension 

that the proceeds will be diverted from the use of the Eastern Province 

and absorbed into the general arml'.al expenditure and f orever d i SSipated 

84D. C. Uit . M 6 , 7 .1 G2; 18.2 . 62 and 4 .3. 62 . 

85D •C. Uit . 11 6, 6 . 1.63 . 

86John Henry Teullan1' later represen~ed Uitenbace in tbe House of 
Assembly durir~ 1870- 1871 . 

87Rev . T.D. Fhilip Vias 
Graaff - Reinet and Lovedale. 

a missionary at Hankey, and later at 
Ile died in 1900 . 

88D '~'j b 3,".,rla I 0 son, -an 1820 settler , waB a pj oncer cheep farmer in 
tl:e Eastern Cape . 
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as h~retofore, and recommends instead that they be measured and leased 

out for a term of years in such extents as to be available to all 

classes of persons possessed of stock :l.lld likely advantageous-LY to 

occupy the sa'lle, by which "ystem the amount of purchase money will be 

liberated for the improvement of the district and a regular , permanent 

and growing reyenue secured to the Province or Colony' . 89 Hobson ' s 

.notion, which expressed the basic grievances about Crown ~_ands, was 

then put to the vote . Three membe}:s voted for it , and two against . 90 

The Chairman' s name appeared in the maj ori ty list bu.t was then partially 

deleted -- probably Chase thought better of risking his pension by 

openly supporting so contentious a motion, 9l especially as bis vote 

was not necess;?r;y and the motion was to be sent to th·_' Colonial 

92 
Secre~ary for the inforIllation of the Governor . At the meeting of 

July 7 , 1863 , it was decided to follow up t he previous resolu~ion with 

a petition to parlia'llent for permission to lease rather than sell 

Crown lands , but the petitj_on bo::e no fruit whatsoever . L<;anwhile 

the Di visiof>..e.l Council cor.tirrued to block the sale of Cro':m lands . 93 

At the er.d of October , 1863 , Chase retired on pension from the 

Government service , 94 and at the beginning of 1864 his successor , 

Jam',s Rose - Innes95 took office . At the second Divisional Council meeting 

89D. C. Uit . M 6, 3 . 3 . 63 and 7 . 4 . 63 . 

90For: Hobson , Philip, Vermaak . Against : Aspeling and TemJant . 

9\f. .J.C. Chase to the Colon:'_al Secretary, 10 . 7.63, and 
en;iorsements by the Colonial Secretary , CO 811. 

92
Sir r .E. Wodehouse , Gove::nor of the Cape Colol1,)' , 15 . 1.62 -

20.5 . 70. 

93D. C. UH. M 6, 7.7.f~ and 6.10 . 63 . 

9A. 
'Golor.ial Secret8,r y to J .C . Chase , 22 . 10 . 63 . I/UIT 10/32 . 

95James Rose - Innes (1324-1906\ . Born in Ui tenl>ae;e , ent,?rej 
Cal e Govermnellt s e rvice in 1242 . In 1879 be came Administrator of 
Griqualan1 West. Later he became Ur.'ler-Sccl'etary for Ha1;j.ve .ill'fair". 
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Rose- Innes attended , 96 when an ".pp1ication for land came up for r'is -

cussion, Aspeling , in keeping with former practice, proposed that the 

applicaticlU could not be conaide':ed. Tennant then proposed an amend-

ment , which wa s s econded by the Chairman, that the time had come for 

t a review of all applications for vacant Crown lands T to -be made, and 

for a list of the appl ications to be prepared in the order in which 

they had been made . 'l'he necpssary arrangements were made dUJ:ing the 

next f'qW months and by JYiay 3, 1864, the Governor had directed the 

Surveyor General to proceed with the sale of Crown lands in Uitenhage . 97 

The re --corrnnencement of Crovm land sales so soon after Chase I s 

departure strongl y suggests thai. his infl uence was paramount in keeping 

up this form of' prote st. Press reports after his retirement suggest 

this as wel l. 98 Official ly, he himself denied allegations tl>.at l-e had 

caused the Divisional Council to obstruct the sale of Crown lands , bDt 

the Colonial Se cretary clearly did not take his denial seriously .99 

The main justification 1'0:::' Ci_.'se I s blocking Crovm l and sales was his 

anxiety for t h e Eastern Cape to re t ain some control of these lands and 

the revenue raised by thej.r sale or lease. He also believed that the 

local inhabitants in the Uitenhage district would be better satisfied 

and work more productively if they could lease large farms r athe:.' than 

b'-\Y srr.all plots. 'I'hese consid era tions, compounded Vi i th his hostil ity 

to the Cape Town-based government -- despi te the fact that he was himself 

962 •2 • 64 • The first mee t ing he attended was on 5.1.64 . 

97D. C. Uit. M 6 , 3 . 5 . 64 . 

98EFH , 18 .3 . 64 • 

99J .c . Cha3e to t hE: Coloni C!.l Se c:!.'etary, 10.7 . 63, and 8ndorse­
ments by t~le C0~l.onial Sec2."etnL'Y , f~O 311 . 



139 

in goverl1JTlent service - accountG for his determined stan:: on the 

questi on of Cl'Own lands. 

During the peri od that Chase was Chairman of the Ui ten.'oage 

Divisional Council, it is clear that he and the el ected r:embers saw 

themselves as representatives of t he peopl e , wi th responsi bi lities 

to me electors that went further than the Council ' s officially 

defined duties . Nevertheless the Uitenhage Divisional Council did not 

see i tself as the possi ble nucleus of local authority should a 

decentralised form of government be introdm,ed, and the members there-

fc.re opposed the extension of Divisi onal Council powe!'s . 100 

I'".embers , however , disagreed among themselves on many issues 

The 

there 

was not even pe:r=nent unanimity about the poli cy to be followed 

eoneerni..'1g Crown land sales, while -individual members changed their 

own v:Lel'ls from meeting to meeting . What has been surprising in this 

lllvestigation of Chase's work at Ui tel1.hage is the extent to which 

the Divisional Council at Uitenhage was a sourilling boarj for wider 

poll tical issues , in particular questions arising from the Separatist 

Mov8ill·,nt. L:i.kewise it reflects the vi tali ty of J . C. Chase , whNle 

,tiore routine duties as Resident Magistrate and Civil Commissioner 

were duJ.y if tardily perfprmed, and who as Chairman of the Divisional 

Cou .. lCil was also res!'onsible for day to day administration i n the 

dt str ict, ELYld correspondence with neighbo1..ITing districts of Port 

Elizabeth , Ale:ca..Yldria , Sot..:~rset, Graaff - Reinet , George and Humansdorp, 

whenever problems traversed boundaries . 

100D.C. UH . M 5 , 9.8 . 61. 
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ClW'TER VI 

J • C. CHASE , MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, 1864- 76 

Between 1864 and 18'(6 Chase was a member of the Cape par1i8.PJ.ent, 

sitting first in the House of Assembl y and then in the Legislative 

Council . Unlike many Eastern representatives he had financial 

securi ty, which enabled him to attend parliament regular';'y and he was 

not constrained to leave Cape Town after fifty days , when the sub-

1 sistence alloYolance i'Ol.' Eastern men ran out. It was i n fac~ onJ.y 

ill- health which prevented him from attending every session . As a 

m~ber of parliament, Chase persistently demanded a better deal fer 

the Eastern Cape, and contj.nued to use the press to publicise his 

pol~ tical views . It was during this period too that he collaborated 

wi th Alexander Wilmot
2 

to produce a History of the Colony o.e t he Cape. 

of Good Hope , 3 in which the claims of the Eas ter n Cape wp.re given 

great prominence. Probably the most interesting ef Chase ' s parlia-

mentary dutie s was his membership in 1871-2 of the commission to 

investigate the possibility of introducing a form of provincia l govern-

ment at the Cape. The failure of the East both to secure provincial 

devolution and to avert res ponsible government in 1872, did not weaken 

Chase ' s re"olve to fight for the interests of the Eastern Cape, and 

some measure of autonomy . It was only in 1 876, when he was eighty 

years old aud in poor health that he decided to resign his seat. 

1 cf. Stead, p •. 130. 

2[JohnJ Alexander vri1mot (1836-1923) public servant , Cape 
parliamentari&n ani:! autho)" . 

\[is tOY'v . .0::' th~9oJc?~ of the _Cape of Goed H"pe 1'X-vffi j. ts 
Discovery to the y( .::: :~-:. {{i:.9 by A. Wil!lot Esq, fron 1 [ 20 to ~ 8'68 by 
the Hon. John Uelltlivrc' :: C(:D.se, I',~ . L.C. (C.J.pe l'oytn, 1869). 
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Toward~ the end of 1863 preparations were made for the parlia-

mentary elections which were scheduled to take place during the first 

few months of 1864. 4 According to the Constitution Ordinanre of 

1853, Members of the Housr of Assembly were to be el ected every five 

years: two members would represent each of twenty-one con~tituencies 

in the Colony, while Cape Town, in a special category , returned four 

members to the Lower House . The Legislative Council cO~Qisted of 

fifteen member s, eight of whom represented the Western Divis i ons , 

while the remaining seven represented the Eastern Divisions. Members 

of the Upper House could retain their seats for a maximum of ten years 

before re-election, but in order to prevent a complete chan" e of 

membership e'rery decade, the initial a=angement was that the four 

memb'Ors who gained the feV/est votes in each of the two constituencies 

in the elections of 1854 were to resign after five years . The re­

maining seven members would serve the full ten years . 5 In practice 

the turnover of members of parliament was high and the p •• ' ,rage l ength 

of service in the Legislative Council was not much l onger than that 

in the House of Assembly, even although I,egisla ti ve Councillors were 

elected for a longer period . 6 Consequently in 1863 there were four 

va~ant seats in the Legislative Council for representatives of the 

Eastern Districts. 

In October, 1863 , Chase , who was shor tly to retire from govern-

ment service and return to his home at Cradock Place, was asked to 

4In Port Elizabeth the Legislative CotL"lcil ele~tions Vlere on 
29.1.64, and the House of Assembly elections were on 18.3.64. 

5 J .L. !!icCracken, The Cape Rlrliam~nt 1854-1910, pp . 18-20. 

6' b ' d 1. 1. .) p. 58 . 
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stand for election as a member for Uitenhag8 in the House of Assembly, 

and also to become a candidate for election to ~~a Legislative 

Cruncil. He accepted the latter nomination. 7 The Eastern Province 

Herald urged Eastern Cape voters to return Chase as one ~f their 

representatives in the Upper House, claiming that he was 'a very 

efficient man ' whose ' thorough acquaintance with the statistics of the 

Colony admirably qualifCi ed ] him to take a leading part in putting 

right the present disjointed state of affairs ,.8 Under the arrangements 

which prevailed between 1854 and 1874 members of the Legislative Council 

WEre elected by scrutin de list. In the elections of January, 1864, 

'~ere were six candidates for the Eastern constituency, of whom the 

first four were declared elected . 9 Chase was at the bottom of the list. 

Editorial comment in the Eastern Pr0vince Herald is particularly 

interesting . It exposes some kind of a pre-election agreement, albeit 

taci t, between Graham's Town and Port Elizabeth , and makes very clear 

the points on which Chase, the former Resident Magistrate and Civil 

Commissioner of Uitenhage, differed from the Grahamstonians. He 

favoured Uitenhage for the seat of a future government -- either 

colonial or of the Eastern capelO -- and he differed also on the 

question of the route to le taken by the proposed railway. This 

exp.i.ains why Graham ' s Tmm gave the Port Elizabeth candidate very 

little support . The Herald complained that it had been ' an understood 

7EPH , 20.10 .63. 

8EPH , 22 .1. 64 . 

9Successful candida tes : R. Godlonton, S. Cawood, H. Tucker, 
J.L. Leeb . Unsuccessful candidates : L.J.F. Maltitz, J.~. Chase. 
EPH, 16.2.64 and EPH, 26 . 2 . (4 . 

laThe C~pc of Good Hope, pp. 56-57 . 
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thing that the Bay was to put forward one candidate, and it was 

expected t hat if the Bay supported Graham's Town lien that t he city 

would in return place the Bay IDrill in a respectable position on the 

poll. But Mr Chase only received some thirteen or fourteen votes in 

Graham 's Town, whereas the Gl-aham ' s Town members had 9. fair share of 

support in Port Elizabeth,.ll There was no vote by ballot and there were few 

el ectoral secrets , hence thp Editor added on August 23 that of the 

v otes Chase received in Graham ' s Town ' four of them were a plumper 

fro:n his ol d f riend Mr Godlonton '. 

Despite his defeat in the Legislative Council elections , Chase 

still had a chance of securing a seat in parliament, by way of t he 

House of Assembly elect-~ons. On March 11, when naminations were 

called for the two member s of the Assembly to vlhich Port Elizabeth 

was entitled, Chase was proposed by W.M. Harries .12 Two other 

candidates were in the runni ng , so a poll was held on March 19, with 

the result that M.H. Benja~n13 and Chase were elected . 14 In his 

speech of ac ceptance, Chase declared his support for removal of the 

seat of government or for complete separation of the Eastern and 

Western Cape, and refused to recognise the possibility of a 'midland ' 

province .15 

At t he close of the parliaJuental'Y session of 1863 the Governor 

a.nd High Commissioner, P. E. Wodehouse , 16 had r aised the Easterners' 

H EPH , 4 . 3 . 64 . 

12EPH , 11.3.64. 

13 A Port "lizabet.'1 mercha."lt who r epresented Port Eli z9.beth 
in the Lower House for one year, 1864 . 

i+Benja'llin received 219, Chase 206 , and Joshua Cawood 80 votes . 

15EPH , 25.3.64 . 

16[SirJ Phili p Edmond Wodehouse (Hlll-1887) Governor of the 
Cape Colony and F.iCh CO'-;L":usoion:or, 15 .1 . 62 - 20.5 . 70. 



144 

hopes for recogffi. tion by declaring that the 1864 session would be held 

in Graham's Town. 1 7 The Governor , however, was motivated by the hope 

th~t Easterll gratitude and Western absenteeism would enable him to 

carry the financial measures which had been rejected by parliament 

during 1863.18 Parli8L1ent was opened on April 27 , 1864. 

Unfortunately illness prevented Chase from participating in what the 

Easterners considered a mome,nt of triumph-- the opening of a parlia­

ment in the Eastern Cape . Chase's arrival was delayed 1L~til July 14,19 

and he attend',,: or~y th8 few remaiIling meetings of the session, wllich 

er,ded on JuJ.y 26 , 1864. 

The 1 865 session was held j,n Cape Town whlch to the disappointmer~t 

of the Easterners became the site of all future meetings of the Cape 

parliament . ~0St of the Eastern members , including Chase , were unable 

to attenc< the opening of parliament an April 27 because of unexpected 

tr9J'-'3port diff,icul ties, but by the middle (·f May Chase had taken his 

20 seat in the House of Assembly. The crucial issue of the 1 865 

session was the proposed ill1Dexation of British Kaffraria tc the 

C&pe Colony, which lVodehouse had been planr.Li ng to bring about sin';e 

1862. The annexation would free Britain of a financial obligation , 

while providing a more ef:'icient administration for British Kaffraria 

tha~l the Imperial Government was willing to pay for . The KaffrarianE 

opposed l'Iodehouse ' s plans for them, as they wished to retain their 

17In terms of Clause 60 of the Constitution Ordinance of J..852. 
of . Eybers, G. W. , Select Consti tuttonal DOCUilents Illu3t:catinr~ ~cut~ 
African.. Hi~·tory , p . 51 . 

18Gnmdlil'l-t;h, M.A.S . , The Parliament -'if thE Cape of Good Eap", 
Vii th Sr2cial Pe::ercnce to Party PoE tic" , 1072-1910 , pp. 1~2-3. 
1AYB , 1969 , II.) 

19~ ,,,,{ 
~rl , 22 . 4 . 64 ; 31. 5.64; 
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seFira te ider.ti ty. The Wes tern Cape had no wish to take on the 

problems of defending British Kaffraria, especial ly as the annexation 

would probably be followed by the re~oval of Imperial troops from the 

frontier. Moreover , the ' Iesterners recognised the remote possioili ty 

t hat Kaffrarian representatives in the Cape parliament might support 

the Easterners , and t-llus swing the balance in favour of remOving the 

seat of goverlnnent or of the di vi s i on of the Colony . '":he Easterners 

for their part hoped that the Kaf:crarians would in fact support them 

and for this reason welcomed the prospect of the inclusion of British 

Kaffrari a in the Cape cOlony . 21 

In 1 862 the British KaffrarianAnnexation Bill , i ntroduced as a 

Government IDcasm'e, had failed to get through parlia1ent. Wodehouse 

ever.ually decided that if necessary he would force Bri tish Y~ffraria 

onto the Cape , and persuaded the Imperial Parliament to pass an Act 

enabling him to carry out the annexation in his capacity as High 

Commissioner, if the Cape Parliament again refused to d~ 30 . 

Wodehouse hoped to make the Annexation Bill , which was again intr o-

duced during the 1865 session , more attractive to the Western Cape by 

h olding out the prospect of an increase in the number of members of 

pa""'li ament, whi ch would be arranged in such a way that the Westerners 

would retain their majority in both houses . The Eastern Cape members 

supported the Annexation Bill but naturally o1'Posed the Representation 

Bill , which would perpetuate their numerical ini'eriori ty in parliament . 

The Westerners in the Assembly, ho.,ever , skilfully saw to it that the 

Western Cape would glea'1 what Ij.ttle benefit it could from the 

annexation which was now unavoidable . By obstructing the passage of 

21G d" ' b " J S mh n l ' t f th C f G d H run J..lng.1, IvJ.. t. . , 1: e .r.:J.r_.J.8.men 0 ,e ape o. -)0 ope, 
wi "th Special Reference to Party Pc-;'i tics, lE;i~-l919.. , p. 145. 
-(,"YB, 1969, II . ) 
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t he Annexation Bill they eventually forced the Governor to tack the 

Annexation Bill to the Representation Bill. I t was now the turn of 

the Eas~~erners to obstruct, bu' , despite their efforts - which i ncluded 

an all-night s i tting during which Chase hel ped keep the discuss i on 

gow..g until 6 a . m. 22 _. the Ar~l1.exation and Representation Bill was 

f inally passed by the Lower House , the Eastern members having walked 

out rather than take part jn a division. 23 

Membership of the House of Assembl y was more demanding than 

membership of the Legislative Council, but Chase , ' a genial, 

benevolent, energetic old gentleman ' ,24 made use of his position to 

f ur ther the interests not only of h i s constituency in particular25 

bu t also of the Easterr. Cap,- in general. Moreover , in keepi ng wi th 

his reputation ac a statistician
26 

he caused v~rious pieces of 

' statistical infor~tiQn ' rel a+,ing to the Eastern Cape to be tabled 

27 in the House of Assembl y . In 1866 , however , vmen there were three 

vacanc i es for Eastern repr, ,:entatives i .n the LegIslative C~uncil , 

Chase accepted nomina lion for the Upper House . In May that year 

J . C. Chase , R.J. l'ainter28 and D. H. Kennelly29 were returned unopposed . 30 

22EPH , 17 . 6.65 . 

23Grundlingh, M.A . S . , The Parl;amer.t of the Cape of Good Hope , 
with Spec;al Reference to kr-ty PoEtics, 1872- 1910 , pp . 143- 4 . 
(AYE , 1969 , II . ) 

24EPH , 1. 6.55 . 

?5 
- e . g ., cebate on Port Elizabeth Water Bill, EIH, 3 . 6 . 65 & 6 . 6 . 65. 

26 
cf. Stead, p . 31 . 

27ErR , 22 . 7 . 64; 29 . 7.64; 6.6 . 65 . 

~gRichard Joseph Painter sat in the Assembly for ten years, 
representing Fort Beaufort (1854- 61) and then Somer'set East (1864- 65) . 
He represented the Eastern Divisions in the Counci l betwr,en 1866- 68 . 

29Dezllis Ha.rper KenllelJ.;- had already represented the East in 
the r:ouncil in 1 860 and ;_861. His sec and teI'L'l in the Council 'N2.C from 
1866 to 1873. 

30EPH , 22 . 5.66 . 
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Af'ter the defeat i n parliare"nt of the Eastern Districts oyer 

the Kaffrarian Annexation and Representation Bill , and in the wake of 

tile financial crisi[; which hit the Cape in the mid- ' sixties, 31 

Separation appeared to lie dormant for a few year's. Ne, ·ertheless it 

i s clear from le tters written by Chase to Godlonton that the political 

problems of t..11.e Eastern Cape VJere not forgotten . Chase had a clear 

understanding of the constitutional position and up~ike many of hi s 

contemporaries he understood the terminoloGY he was using . On one 

occa.sion he came cl ose to ' lecturing' Godlonton himself on the nature 

of federal government . 'I must confess I am totally at a loss to 

understand your idea of federation; with whom can we federate? 

Natal has too much of us already with a High Commissioner over it, 

the two Republics will spurn the idea for it would bring them under 

",he same imbecile government as ourselves , and then the East and West 

not being themselves independent cannot federate with each other, 

the capability for which requires that each sfiould be on an equality 

of power like the American states prior to their union after the [ war 

of Independence]. I can understand well Removal which would be 

the right thing , and the best, but that of course would be resisted 

to the death unless t..11.e Home Gov2rnment interfered. We must be 

content with Separation.' Chase fully appreciated the importance of 

efficient party managemen", and pinpointed one of the inherent weak­

nesses of the Eastern Cape parliamentarians - their lack of co­

operation - wfien he warned Godlonton that he should sound out tIle 

feelings of the other Ea>;tern members before introduciI1g his federa.l 

proposals in parliament . ' We must unite, make a party between our-

selves and the memhers of the Assembly, otherwice we 8hal., as we 

31cf . Stead, pp . 78- 9 . 
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have ever done, fail miserably ,. 32 

During 1867 the Legislative Council had an opportunity to 

a,iscuss the issue of Separation on July 17 , when P .L. van del' Bijl , 33 

though a Westerner, quite ul'lexpectedly proposed a resolLtion that the 

Eastern and Western Divisions should be separated politicaLly, so 

that fricti on wi thin the Colony would be reduced . It would probably 

h ave been wise for the Easter'ners to muster behind this unexpected 

leadership . Instead, Chase and Tucker34 mO'Ted an amendment which though 

it did li ttle Dlore than ring the changes, was defeated by ten votes 

t o nine. 35 

Towards the end of the session there was a minor yet protracted 

tussle between the Eastern and Western members of both houses . On 

July 17 , 1867, immediately before ehe introduction of van del' Bijl ' s 

Tesolution, Tucker, seconded by Painter, had moved that the Governor 

be requested to call the next session of parliament LTJ. Port Elizabeth. 

The resolution was carried bJ the casting vote of the President , 

the Chief Justice of the Cape, Sir William HOdges . 36 In answer to 

this , on July 25, Saul Solomon37 moved that in the opinion of the 

Assembly, parliament should 'be held at some fic"{ed and settled place , 

32Chase to Godlonton, 6 . 3 . 67 . Wits . 

33 P.L. van del' Bijl was M.L.C . for the Western Division 
(1867-68) and later for ':he South Western Division (1879- 90) . 

34Henry Tucker was M.L.C. for the Eastern Division from 
1851- 1868 . 

35Stead, pp. 83- 84 . 

36Votes and Proceeding:) of the Legislative Council (1867), 
p . 127. 

37SaU.l Sol(;mor~ (131 7-1 t192 ). Printinc c on't:!:'at::t or , ne ll:c papeT 
owner and i nflue::otial liberal poli tici8Jl . I n 1 854 he w&.s e lected 
Member of the HOUfJ0 of Assembly :f.'or CapG Tovm, and retained his 
seat for 28 years, until his retirement in 1 883 . 



149 

and that tha+ place should be where the Seat of GoverIl!llent is ', 

and that no exceptional circumstances r.ad arisen 'either to re~uire 

or t o justify the holding of the next Session of Parliament ·'l.t any 

other place than Cape Tow"! '. There were very few Eastern members 

l eft i.~ the Assembly by that stage of the session , and Solomon ' s 

motion was carried by nineteen votes to four . 58 A few weey~ later 

this pattern of events was repeated . On August 12 the ~egislative 

Council carried,by ten votes to £ix , a resolution introduced by 

G. Wood39 and seconded by Godlonton , that i n the opinion of the 

Counoil, ' the Seat of Government should be fixed at some mor0 central 

place than Cape Town, and that the Eastern and Western Provinces 

should be placed on an e~uali ty of representation' . 40 Solomon 

reacted by moving a series of twelve resolutions in which he set 

out to demolish the claims that had been made on behalf of the 

Eastern Districts in the Legislative Council. These resolutions were 

carried by the Assembly on August 15, by twenty votes tc' three . 41 

Solomon 's resolutions did not go entirely unchallenged . Chase 

wrote a serieS of six articles entitled ' The Seal of Solomon ', which 

appeared in the Eastern Province Herald betl'leen September 27 and 

No-,-ember 5 , 1867.42 Same of Chase ' s arguments rang true , but others 

were very contrived. His emphasis on the difference between 1;he 

38Votes and Proceedings of the House of Assembl:y: (1867) , p . 460 . 

39George Wood \';as M. L.C . for the Eastern Divisians from 1854 
to 1857 , when he was among the Eastern members who resigned . He 
again returned to the Council in 1862, and remaj~1ed an M. L.C . until 
1882 . 

40Votes and Proceeding s of the L·.'gislative CouncU (1867), 
pp . 208--9 . 

41Votes and I'roceedint;s of the Hcn;.se of Assembl;:z. (1867), 
pp. 562- 570. 

42Elli , 27 . 9 . 6'7; 1.10 . 67; 4 .10.67; 
18.10.67. Tne fi.nal article was signed by 
5 . 11.67. 

15 .10.67 (Elli Suppleme!lt); 
Chase, anG "'-ppeared on I 

I 
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people of the Easter~ and the Western Cape ~ay perhaps be described 

as self- hypnotic. Just as he had ascribed to British settler pressure 

some ea?:'lier administrative chJ?nges , 43 so n ow he again exaggerated 

settler influence . ' The I1ri tish immi!',Tants of 1820 originallJ located 

in Albany soon burst their bounds , established the1l1Selves throughout 

the Eastern Province and in consequence its society has been thoroughly 

leavened by the spirit of l.uglo-Saxon enterprise , and by El'.glish 

sentiment, and unlike the West , the language of Milton and. Shakespeare 

i s spoken throughout its whole extent from the Gamtoos Hi ver to the 

Rei , and from the South- East littoral to the banks of the Gariep or 

Orange F.iver. ,44 This undou'Jtedly attractive picture does not stand 

up to scrutiny. True , 1.820 lO'ettlers, as well as later immigrants from 

t he Uni ted Ringdoill whom Chase Esually forgot to mention , were wj'iely 

distributed throughout the Cape and beyond . They made an undoubted 

contribution to farming, tr&de, ~ommercial enterprise , journalism and 

local government . But eV~> l among the English- speaking settlers ' the 

l anguaGe of Mil ton and Shakespeare ' would have been hard ~GO fj.nd , 

while Chase himself knew from first- ha11d experience that in areas 

such as the Albert Ilistrtct , English was a foreign language to mos t 

of the white inhabitants . The munerical predominance vf English-

speaking colontsts even in the Eastern Cape is non- proven , and to 

mention but the obv"ious , possession of a connnon language dj.d not 

lessen cOlllEercial and local rivalries , nor :noli tical bic",=eriJ:::.gs auong 

them. 

By 1870 th:r'ee inter-related processes which vitally affected 

the future of the Colony were taking place. Within the Colony , 

43 Supra, pp. 16 , 55 and 57 . 
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Molteno,45 Solomon, and Porter46 vere leadLlg a powerful movemer..t in 

favour of responsible government for the Cape . 4 7 At the same time 

the British Government was determined to withdraw Imperial troops f~'om 

the Cape as soon as possible, and therefore the Colonial Office , London, 

supported the demands for responsible government . But Imperial policy 

was also strongly in favour of the establisbment of a confederation of 

Southern African states - a un:!. tary state which would be strong enough 

not only to formuJ,ate policy but also to pay for its ovm defence . 

Thus Br;, tain wou~d be relieved, of the problems implicit in her 

possession of Natal and Basutoland, problems which were to become even 

110re complex with the annexation of Griqualand West in 1877 . 48 

llespite these important political trends , of which he seems to 

have been fairly well a'Nare, Chase did not devote all his time in 

C-:.pe Town to parliamentary matters . In a small notebook now in the 

possession of Llajor C. C. Chase, of Vereenigins, Chase jotted down a 

45[SirJ Johr, Charles Molteno (1814- 1836), Cape farmer, 
bllilinessIne,n and politician. Member of the House of Assembly for 
Beaufort West, 1 85'+-1878 , and first Premier of the Cape Colony . 

46william Porter (1805- 1 880), Attorney- General of the Cape 
Colony , 1839-1866. After his retirement fraTI office he took a great 
interest in Cape politics, and Vies Member of the House of Assembly 
for Cape Tovm, 1869- 1873 . He was a fine orator, and much respected 
both for his intellectual abili tieD and hiE phila.;.1."thropy _ 

47p . A• Molteno, The illfe and Times of Sir ,Tohn Charles Molteno, 
K. C.M.G. , Fir3t Premier 01 tb-:: g <':De Colc'1Y , C02'r.urisinr: n History of 
Repre::.:entativ e l~_. t i tl~tiol1s c'.EU Re3 ~cn._ lole GoY(::r-r,.r.;~~r.;:t, at the ~, 
and of Lord C:J.l'..t:!Q.:f'von t S Ccrnf8(lCration Folicy and of Sir Bart-I e ]!Il ere IS 
High C~.' ~ !lTn.:tssi o_1i...X, .. ;hip of cQ'lJ.th .i-.frica!, Vol . I, pp ~ 1 51- 152 . 
(London, 1900.) 

48C F G dO" I' • • TOO J.e ..... ow, 
1870-1381" p. 25 . (C<lpe 

Q:;:'~3.t B:c~ tain and South African Coni'eder'.ltio!!. 
Town, 1%6.) 

For a disC"!'~ ~ :;3ioi1 of t t l.e iIllplications for- Cape politics of 
tl:le Dia,.~ond ]i·ield~ 3ee 0~W. de :Kiewil)t , Th8 I1nperio.J. Fac.tor in 30uth 
J.~ frica. A G1"u,l~: j.n PaIi t·t c..; 2YH~ Scone .1i.cG , P1-'. 12-2L~> , p..13:..:i:;1 ~ 
10ar.loridce , T93~t:-J and - j'"or~::."!' .l,~acj.iill~'1 , S·ir H~~Bal'kly hkd io."Gc..r 
allu J,!od8ratc,r , I fJl5 --1WG, Pi) . 1 139- 190. (C:lpe Town, 1970.) 
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skei chy outlLle of hi.s activities dUring tbe parli8.l!lentary session of 

1870. Homely deta~ls of visits to friends, apprEciative comments 

about the weather and a brief outline of a particularly memm'able 

Sunday sermon, are inters~~rsed with laconic references to events in 

Council . He refused to be irritated or distracted by the fl"Ustratio..'1s 

of politics. 

By 1870, although convinced that the seat of goverL~ent should 

be removed to Uitenhage or Port Ellzabeth, Chase had lost hope of 

ever seeing this plan put into p~·actice . He bec8.l!le interested in the 

idea of creating a federation between what he termed the Eastern and 

Western ' Provinces ' of the Colony . In April, 1870, he gave notice 

of a federation motion which he planned to introduce in th.e LegislatiYe 

Counr.i l early the folloViing session. He motion was, 

'That the time has arrived "'hen an organic change in tr.e political 

insti tutions of the Colony is indispensible, al'ld that the trial of a 

federative system of government may safely be made, camrn": 'cing with the 

Western and Eastern Provinces, leaviP~ to each the administration of 

their local affairs, and to a Central Government or Congress the 

subject of Military defence and other cognate matters . ,49 

Chase's 'federation' plan was very different from the conf'ederation 

policy w!lich the Coloni.al Office , London, was hoping to implement in 

Southern Africf' . Chase ' s plan was conce=ed only with the Cape 

Col ony, while Imperial policy applied to all the states of Sou the2'n 

Africa. In spite of his reservations about federation, Chase gave 

a great deal of thought to !lis proposals , and discussed his plans in 

his le tters to Godlonton. 50 He decide~. to address his consti.tuents 

49Stead, pp. 84- 85. 

50 _ 
Chase to GoJlonton, 6.9.70; a.'1d 2) .12 .70. Wits. 
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on the subject of federation, and with Godlonton's assistance 

formulated a statement of his ideas, which was published i-~ the Journal 

of March 1, 1871. 51 

Chase proposed that each of the two provinces should control its 

own J.ocal affairs , the government being carried out by a chief 

magistrate , ~~ executive and an elected uni-cameral provincial council , 

which wml.ld meet annually . A Governor and an executive as :l.lready 

existed in the Colony would have control of federal matters, assisted 

by the upper and lower chambers of a central legislaV~e. The upper 

house wmlld consist of members ')f the provincial councils, while the 

lower house wmlld be elected by those voters entitled to vote in 

provincial elections . ~.s J .L. Stead points out , the main weakness 

of Chase's proposal was that it was designed merely for two prov""inces, 

and woclid have perpetuated the conflict of East against West. 52 

As the 1871 session of parliament drew nearer, Chase be came 

increasingly concerned abo';." his federation motion , and ag"-in con­

sul ted GodJ.onton about his plans . 53 But in the end, events in 

parliament moved too swiftly, and Chase ' s resolution vBs not even 

debated. 54 Molteno put forward tas responsible government motion 

on June 1, tacking onto it a proposal that the Governor appoint a 

commission to investigate ~~e pocsibility of introduci-~g a system of 

provincial govermnent for the ' Colony, wi thin the framework of a larger 

federal struc·i;ure. Unlike the Eastern members , hO'neveI, Molteno was 

more interested in a federation of the Cape with Natal, the Orange Free 

State and other areas beyond the Colony, and did not e" en believe that 

51 S"tead, 
52' b ' d J. J. ., 

p. 86. 

p. 87. 

53Chas8 to Godlonton, 8.;.71 . Wits. 

54votCD & Prc ('(~ ,::: (l inr:3 of PJ.rJ.io.. .. ncl1t i... 18 73 . Lenj.sl n. t i ~.-c Council, 
pp. 20 ; ':>1; 34. 
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t'.le Eastern and Western Di v.isions need necessari ly form separate 

provinces . De~pite an attempt by C.A. Smith of KiI~ William ' s ~own55 

to have both the responsible government question and the question of 

p~ovincial devoluticn or federation referred to a commission, Molteno ' s 

r esponsible government motion was carried on June 9 , 1872-. With it 

was carried a..'1. amendment introduced by Scanlen,56 recommending '';he 

a ppointment of' a commission tc investigate the expediency of i ntro­

ducing same form of prov.incial government in the Colony. 57 

Relations between the new Governor , Barkly,58 and his Executive 

COI:ID.ci159 were strained because of the Executi ve Council's opposi ticn to 

the introduction of Responsible Government at the Cape, which Rarkly had 

been instructed to carry out . The Attorney- General , W.D. Gri ffiths,60 was 

' as great a disbeliever in Federation as he was in Responsible Govern-

61 
ment ', and the former Attorney- Gmeral , Wil liam Porter, who would have 

( =en prepared to adv.ise the Governor , was i l l . Therefore Bar~~y himself 

was largely responsible for the instructions issued to the so- called 

Federati on Cammi.ssion . 62 
On JU .. '1e 17 , 1871, the Governor wrote to Chase , 

55Charles Abercrombie Smith was a member of the House of Assembly 
for King William ' s Town , 1866- 1874 , and was Commissioner of Crovm ~ands 
and Public Works , 1872- 1875 , in Molteno 's ministry . 

56Thomas Charles Scanlen WE s member of the House of Assembly for 
Cra.'.ock, 1870-1895 , and was Prj.me Minister of the Cape , 1881- 1884 • 

. 578tead , 1) . 89. 

58Sir Henry Barluy, ~overnor a'1d High Commissioner, 31 .12 . 70 -
31. 3. 77 . 

59." .. 1 '" th .1..1..). C!.:ara. I., au _ ey 
Goneral) ; J . C. Dav.idson 

(Golmual SecretaI"J) ; IV . D. Griffiths 
('rr8asurer ); E . M. Cole (Auditor) . 

60Attm'ney-General, 18 .3.64 - 30 . 11. 72 . 

(A tt.Jrney-

61parkly to Yirr,b8r1ey, 4.7.71, quoted M. Maemillan , Sir Henry 
Bark!.;,·,l.;"diator an~ :IOIlc2'::>. t(:£.. 1815-1898, p . 187 . 

6~. Macmj.J.lr-<.L""l; Sir Henry B3.rkly, :lieej,atol' un') I.1odcT3t;ol', 1815-
1898, pp . 183-187 . 
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inviting him to become a me~ber of .the Com~ssion. With some insight 

Barkly explained, ' My chief difficulty in selecting the members of that 

Commission arises from the conflict of interests in the East, which 

would, I fear, if Represe~tatives of each of the rival Towns, were 

placed upon it, bring about almost a deadlock as to results.' 

Believing that Chase waS about to raise the subject in the Upper House, 

Barkly was hoping to hear his ,~ews on federation. The ]~tter ended 

with a compliment to Chase ' s abiljty , 'the Commission • •• would be 

altogether incomplete if it had r.ot the advantage of your long experience 

and familiarity with all the details of Colonial History' . G~ the back 

of the letter Chase noted, ' Recd . at Counci l Library - 11 ar. 19 June . 

Called on Governcr at G. House 12 noon. Govr. wished me to head the 

Commdssion - I named at his request Godlonton for Chairman. He [ r~medJ 

Smith / K. W. Tow·.a for B. Kaffrarie. . I suggested Roubaix on part of 

West ' . 63 

The Goverilor clearly approved of Chase ' s suggestio· .. concerning 

Godlonton, who was appointed to head the C:lmmis sion . In addition to 

the two Easterners, Chase and Godlonton, the Commission included three 

Westerners, Roubaix,64 J .H. de Villiers , 65 and Molteno, who subsequently 

r es;.gned to be replaced by William Porter; and two Midlanders, ziervoge166 

and C.A . Smith . The Commission held its first sittings between July 1 

and August 17 , 1871, and then resumed its hearings on February 5, 1872 . 

63Barkly to Chase, 17 . 6.71. .<\.fricana Library, South African 
Library, Cape Town. 

64p .E . de Roubaix , M.L.G . for Western Districts , 1859- 74 . 

65J •H. de Villiers (1842-1914), member of the House of ASSembly 
for Worcester, J.867 -1873. .Utorney- Gen,: ral of the Cape Colony, 
1.12 . 72 - 17 . 12. Tl. Chief JllS tice oj' the Cape, J.873- 1')10, and became 
first Chief Jus'Uce of the Union of South Africa . 

66J F Z' . 1 .. lerV'ogc .... , member of the House of A~scmbly for Graaff-
Rienet, 1854-1873 . 
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One crucial problem wbich arose was disagreement illl the number 0f 

provinces that should be recognised. Chase favoured a federation of 

~NO provinces , but eventually rame round to the majority point of 

view tha~ three provinces would be acceptable , and the Commissi on 

r eached unani!J1i ty on this point at l east . There wer e , as llarkly had 

feared , many oth"r issues on which the Commission could reach no 

a gre ement and on wbich it I,."de no firm recommendations . 'fie final 

repo"t , which reflected the maj ori ty' opinion , included the heads of 

a federation bill. Godl onton , Smi th and Chase , hDwever, recorded 

their di sagreement with their c~lleagues ' proposal s. Chase . /as convinced 

t hat only removal of the site of the capi tal would guarantee a success-

f ul f ederation of ~~e dLfferent provinces , and that i f s uch a remo,~l 

did not take place the OUlY remaining solution would be total 

separation of the Eastern from the Western Cape . Like so !Il8.!JY other 

Eastern efforts to gain local self government the deliberations of 

the Commissi on came to not:'" ng, and in 1872 the passage of the 

Constitutional Ordinance Amendment Bill : which introdu ced Responsible 

Government , struck a heavy blow at the Eastern Cape I S hopes . 67 

In 1873 Chase was again assoc i a t ed with an aborti ve attempt by 

Eastern politici ans to bring about a federal system of 50VernmE'nt 

wi thin the Col any • 68 John Paterson who had recentl y retu:l:'ned to Port 

Elizabeth from England , devised a federation scheme which , if given 

a chance , might have provided a :"ramework wi thin which "Lne local 

devol" tion of power could have taken pl ace . However , partl y as a 

r esult of poor political management on the part of the Eastern parlia-

mentarians, the Bill failed completely . On April 24, 1873 , Cha,se 

67s"tead" 89 95 . pp . - • 

68.Tob.n Pat(n'non (1822- 1880) Teacher, journalist , bU3ines3man 
and Eas tern CD.pC peli t i cian. 
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introduced Paterson's Federation Bill:in tha Legislative council,69 

which was generally believed to be more sympathetic than the Lower 

HC'use to the cause of federa tian. 70 On May 5, however , G. J. de Korte . 

threw the supporters of the Bill L~to carriusion , by claj~ng that it 

was ultra vire" , as the Cape Parliament lackeD. the authority to divide 

the colony . .:De Korte maintained, moreover , that the Bill should have 

originated in the House of As,embly , as it contained provi s i ons 

relatec. to revenue . These arguments forced the federalists to aba.~don 

the Bill. 71 Paoerson's attempts to gain support for federation in 

tl..e Assembly were e'lually unsuccessful . 72 

In 1 874 the passage of Molteno's Seven Circles Act heralded an 

entirely new sy.ster.l of constituencies for Legislative Council elections. 

The old ' pro~~cial ' basis of Eastprn and Western Districts was removed , 

and instead the Colony was divided into seven constituencies, each 

returning three members . This Act finally put an end to any practical 

possibili ty of political sep.-.ra tion of the Ea8tern :from the Western 

73 cape. 

Even a:fter the strength of the Easterners in the Legislative 

Council had been reduced by the new consti tv.ency arrangements , Chase 

and other Easterners ahL . believ~d that the Eastern CaPe might win 

som" form of loca,l autonomy . These hopes were strengthened when 

69Votes ano Proceedings of the Legislative Council (1873), 
p. 6. 

70G• J . de Korte , Member of the House of Assembly for MalJT.esbury, 
1864-H~68 , and lVI .L. C. fOI the Western DiviSions , 1869- 1378. 

7lyotes and c-oceedin'Ss of the Lel\::slat-l ve Goune; 1 (1873), 
p. 14 . 

72 Stead, pn . 147-164. 

73 J .r,. McCracken, The C",1'''' Par1iane>nt, 1854-1.910, pp . 23 0.,'1'1 

109. 
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Carw.rvon's confederation plans became lmovm. 74 75 J .A. Froude, 

Carnarvon 's agent, encouraged the Easterners in their hopes of 

achievir.g federal devolution. 76 In July, 1875, Froude and Chase 

travelled round the coast on the same steamer and enjoyed 'many and 

lang interesting conversations ,. 77 In September of that year, Froude 

visited the Bay, and addressed a public meeting, which Chase arranged 

to attend . En route to the meeting from Cradock Place , Ghe eighty­

year-old Chase was injured in a road accident,78 the second such 

misfortune to strike him in four years . 79 He recovered from his 

injuries, but after the accident he was not strong enough to leave 

80 his 'quiet, comfortable and happy Home ' to attend another session 

of parliament . He died at Cradock Place in Dec ember, 1877.81 

It must be admitted that none of-the members for the Eastern 

Cape had the high intelligence of Saul Solomon, or the vigot"r and 

political flair of J . C. Molteno . J.C . Chase was already sixty- eight 

years old when he was elected to the House of Assembly, ~~d seventy 

when he joined the Easterners in the Legislative Council. He 

displayed no special aptitude for politics . He seems rather to have 

74Earl of Carnarvon, Secretary of State for the Col~~es, 
21. 2 .74 - 22.1.78. cf. C. F. Goodfellow, Great Britain and SOl'th 
African Confederation, 1870-1881, pp. 49- 150. 

75J •A• Froude (1818-1894). British historian who in 1874 
and 1875 was sent by Carnarvon to investigate the possibilities of 
confederation of the Southern African states. 

76c.F• Goodfellow, Great Brit a.in and South African Confederation, 
1870-1881 , p. 83. 

77Chase to Godlonton, 15 . 3.76 . Wits. 

78GTJ , 13 . 9.75. 

79 cf. G,['J, 12 .1. 72. 

80Chase to G"odlonton, 21.2.75. Wits. 

81GTJ , 17 . 12.77. 
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brought to the business of politics aptitudes acquired long since 

as a public servant, namely the steady attenticn to the business of 

the n.anent, and concern for the facts of a situation wherever facts 

could be equated with figures. He understood the terminology of 

poll tics, but his few speeches fired no enthusiasm and he was much 

mare influential as a writer than as a working politician. 
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CHAPTECl VII 

J.C. CHASE - HISTORIAN 

In December, 1868 , Chase wrote to Godlonton, ' there is little of 

interest to record in the Western Province ; every event of consequence seems 

to be absorbed by cur end of the Colony, and that chiefly re.gards our 

. 1 
Nativ~ Relat~ons ' • This sums up Chase's bias as a writer of history . 

He did not approach his writing as a seeker after the truth - he 

believed he already knew the tru'oh and set out to convince his readers 

that he was right . 2 Chase has , nevertheless, been accorded the status 

of a reliable historian, partic:ularly by earlier writers. 3 His Annals 

of the Cape COlony,4 first published in 1869 , is in many ways th~ 

classic statement of the way in which Engli sh men and women in the Cape 

then saw their role in the making of South Africa . SjIDilarly, Chase ' s 

Natal Pauers5 has been descr;.~ed as one of the ' most valuab:".e works of 

reference, dealing with the early history of Natal , and the annexation 

of the Colony to the British Empire ., 6 It is proposed in this 

concludll1g chapter to examine Chase's views in a few j.nter-related fields , 

with special r eference to the Natal Papers , and to make some aspessmcnt 

-------------------------
lC'nase tv G dl t 3 l~ 68 o on on , . ~ . . Wits. 

2 cf . AmJals of the Cape, p. 267 . 

• J e . g ., Theal and Cory . of. ' The 
after the Difaqane ' by William Lye , in 
Af'rj.ca , eo. . Leona.rd ~Ihompson, p . 192. 
p. 3:58 . 

4 ' Supra, p . 140 . 

5 Supra, p . 76 . 

distribution of the Sotho peoples 
Africc.n Societies in Southern 
(London, 1969 .) and Cory, III, 

h 1.1endel['sohn, S ., South African Bibl:i.o,,,:raphy , Vol. I , p. 325 . 
(London , 1910 .) 
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of his work . 

From the mid- 1B20's until the mid-1870's, in contributions to the 

press, in private correspondence end in more solemn publications, Chase 

gave an exposition of a point of view which seems in ~rt to have been 

his own, in part a reflex of the views of others. It was expressed with 

such ass iduity tha~ by about 1870 he had built up a stereotype of the 

settlers' image of themselves . Although Chase's style , like I~ch 

Victor~~n vrriting, seems often heavy and omniscient , it was in tune with 

the s entiments of his age . His ideas are by no means unique , but what 

is striking a bout his wri t~ng is t:~e persistence with which he pursued 

a few basic concept s . .Another u(,teworthy feature of Chase ' s work is 

his habit of quoting figuIes , ""rich in most cases it is difficult either 

to substantiate or r~fute : nevertheless his 'statistics' added an ~ura 

of authenticity to his statements . 

In Annals of the Cane Chase referred to the events along the 

Eastern Cape frontier as the '.~nd Kafir drama' ,7 and indeed it is 

self- evident that the crux of the frontier problem was the relationship 

between the white frontiersmen and the Xhosa. Like most of his white 

contemporaries, Chase ' s understanding of Xhosa society was limited and 

over- simplified to the point of beir~ erroneous . In his ~ublishe1 

works he had very little good to say of the Xhosa, and the general 

picture he drew of them was that they Vlere dishonest, unscrupulous , 

uncivilised and wily. This image had been confirmed in Chase's mind 

by the V,ar of 1834- 5, which the white frontiersmen believed was an 

B unprovoked atta ck. This frontier war was a terrible stock to the 

British s ettlers, and in their oral no less than their written tradition 
• 

7Annals of t he Cape , p. 35~. 

Bcf • Supra, p . 41. 
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it assumed even more startling proporti ons '~han the evidence warranted . 

The t raumatic experience whi ch Godlonton's Irruption of the Kaffir Hordes9 

re',orded so vividly, echoes in much that was written by Chase . Thou,5h 

he was not on the frontier in the war of December, 1834 , Jhase was 

nevertheless in the slip-stream of the controversy between the South 

African Commercial Advertiser on the one hand , and the Zuid Afrikaan 

and the Graham' s Town Journal In the other . lO He became and remained 

a partisan, and expressed what many others believed . I ndeed tho 

traditional interpretation of f r ontier history, as disseminated by 

Chase and Godlonton remained virtually '~challenged until the appearance 

01 W. M. MacMillan ' s Bantu Boer and Briton in 1929 . Since then an 

increaSingly strong counter- thesis to t he ' authorised version' has ShOWll 

what Professor Hammond-Tooke has ca:led ' the other side of frontier 

h ' t ,11 J.'3 ory • Whi le it was almost inevi table that the British settlers 

should be prejudiced against the Xhosa , and that their views should 

survive in their numerous pet~tions, private l~tters , and in newspaper 

correspondence , Chase was one of the f i rst to give the traditional 

version the doubtful authority of being publJ.shed in book form . 

In all his writings Chase continually harped on the malevolence 

of the Xhosa, in keeping with the picture of the Xhosa which was woven 

into the pattern of white frontier tradition. The Xhosa formed the 

background against which all the other characters in ' the grand Kafir 

9A Narrative of the Irruption of the Kaffir Hordes into the 
Eastern Province of the C, .pe of Good Hope lo5'~ -1[;35 , includin;; 
Parts I , II, and III of the I ntroductor; Rerr>arks. (Greham I s Town , 
1835 . Facsimile Reprint , Cape Town , 19G~; . 

10 Supra , pp . 42- 43 . 

11 ' The "other s i de " of :frontier history : a model of Cape 
Nguni political progress ', by D. Hammond- Tooke , in African Soci,etJ.es 
in Southern A1'rica , cd . Leon£lrJ Thompson, p. 230 . 



163 

drara ' were s een. The frontier authorities were judged in terms of 

their apparent abi:ity to regulate the relations between black and 

white in the bo:rder zone.. UndcrstandablJ the settlers ' judgemer.ts were 

coloured by the i mme diafu Edvantages or disadvantages to themselves of 

the various frontier policies . White understanding of the frontier 

situation was clouded by major misconceptions concerning the Xhosa . 

This is probably best illustrated by white react i on to the so- called 

D' Urban policy, which according to the British settlers held' 

promise of a dramatic change in the way of life of the Xhosa. It was 

believed that the Xhosa were turning against their traditional beliefs 

and customs and wel comed instead the new regime introduced "uy Harry 

Smith. 12 Chase claimed that ' the refusal of the British ~overnment 

to a~cept the willing allegi ance of the Kafir tribes under the 

benevol~nt sys t em of Sir Benjamin D' Urban •.• re- plunged tha~ people 

into all t he horrors of barbarity and superstition' .13 This article 

of the Albany creed perhaps explains to some extent the cc.ind devotion 

of the settlers to Sir Benjamin D' Urban. But Chase ' s criticism of 

the British Government for not having allowed the D' Urban sys tem to 

continue is yet another example of how little the settlers really 

understood .of the workings of the Imperial Government. The annexation 

of new territory wa s not in l ine with Imperial policy at that time , 

14 largely on grounds of economy , and it was unrealistic to expect Imperial 

policy to be altered for the sake of extending an already troublesome 

and barren frontier r egion. I f Chase believed his own assertion that 

the Xhosa had wil lingly accepted D' Urban's settlement, it merely 

12 cf. Ga lbrai th, J . S., Relu ctant EmDire . Bri t i sh Policy on 
the Sou t h African Fronticr 183·~-185 t,· , pp. 120 - 121. 

13 . 
Natal Pa pers, II, p . 140 . 

14Galbraith, J . S., op.cit., p. 114. 
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emphasises the narrow limits of hi s understanding . 15 

D'Urban's system was in fact barely applied before it was 

abandoned . D'Urban annexed the Province of Queen Adelaide on liIay 10, 

1835, but on September 17 that year he altered the May settlement almost 

beyond recognition . Dur ing the next eleven months an attempt was made 

to implement the September treaties. But Glenelg ' s despatch of 

December , 1835 , which reache n. the Governor in March , 1836 , confirmed 

D'Urban's fears that Glenelg and the cabinet of which he was a member 

had r esolved that the land between the Keiskama and the Kei should be 

returned to the Xhosa. D'Urban iid not take action immediately , because 

he contin1J.ed to hope for some time that his policy might be vindicated. 

It was , however , a vain ~ope. In August, 1836, D' Urban ' s revocati on 

of martial law in the Province of Queen Adelaide made his system ~uite 

unworkable , but it was not until October, 1836 , that the Governor 

finally ordered the evacuation of the Province .16 Chase ' s claim that 

cattle theft decr eased duri: c. the brief period in which the D' Urban 

system allegedly flourished is pat ently false : the apparent 

tran~u~llity on the frontier was a result of the military force at 

Smith' s disposal and the temporary exhaustion of the Xhosa. Ne i ther 

the ' benevolence ' of the system, nor the personality of Jmith bed 

anything to do with it. Despite C"ase' S asser1:ions to the contrary , 

stock thefts did continue to take place on the frontier during the 

period of Smith's administm tion of the Province of Queel. Adelaide . 17 

It is cifficult to believe that Chase was sincer e in this claL~, as 

it is so obviously incorrect. Never theless , in an Apperdix to the 

, 
15cf. Crankshaw, pp . 45-46 . 

16Ga1braith , J . S., op. cit. , pp . 113- 140 passim. 

: .7Ga1braith, J .S . , op.cit ., pp . 120-1. 
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~atal Papers he claimed that during 1835 a~d 1836, thanks to D'Urban's 

policy, the number of cattle and horses stolen on the frontier was 

'nihil'. He expanded on this claim in a footnote which, although 

long, is qttoted in full, as a typical example of the arf,lunents in 

the Natal Papers. 

'To the return NIHIL, under Sir Benjamin D'Urban's 

administration, some objec;ion, it is understood, has been taken; but 

the individuals who are known to have troubled themselves to throw 

discredit upon this statement , which has repeatedly appeared in 

print, have either failed in proving its error, or not dared to 

give a pub1i.c denial to its accuracy, and so its author repeats 

his record , challenging objectors . It is possible there may have 

been some few head of cattle abstracted during the early part of 

that happy period, but if so, the number was perfectly INftJPPRECIABLE 

when compared with that under the Stockenstrom system,' hailed by its 

friends as sure of putting an end to them altogether, and preventing 

any future wars. In fact, Colonel Smith ' s strict surveillance of 

the Adelaide province prevented all chance of depredation, for t o 

use his ovm forcible and correct expression, "not a mouse could 

move in aU Kafirland without r.is knowledge." 

' Whatever depredations , however, took place during the D'Urban 

system, occurred only at the CLOSE of its administration, and the 

cause is obvi.ous. For many months previous to the official notice 

of its abandor~ent, the agents of the London Missionary SocietJ had 

made its fate well knor.u in the Colony, and especially among the 

Kafirs themselves, and this dar~erous comm~rrication soon unsettled 

that people. Made aware ";hat the restriutive hand of t:,e Colonial 

Government was soon to be withdrawn, they again resorted to all 

their supersti t:;,ous practices , including the punishment of witchcraft 
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by torture and death, which had strictly been forbidden, and 

recommenced that system of plunder which has been increasing ever 

since . It cannot , therefore, be clleged with any truth t:lat 

depredations took place under the administration of Sir Benjamin 

D' Urban's policy, but only that they took place as soon as the 

supercession of that just and admirable system was known to have 

been ordered . ' 18 

The Graham' s Town Journal fer the relevant period may for once 

be quoted in refutation of Chase . The Jour~~l of September 25, 1835, 

commented, ' • .. the Kafirs still infest in great force the country along 

the old colonial boundary, • .. the whole of the inhabitants are kept 

in a constant s tate of' alarm and excitement by their ..:o.umerous and daring 

deprl'dations • • • ' . In the Journal of Mar ch 17, 1836 , ' several cases 

of Kafir depredations within the past week ' were reported, a-.ld there 

was a complaint about the ' undue forbearance which • • , [ had] been 

exercised towards these marauders -- the authors of all o~r recent 

calami tie s . ' So bad in fact were conditions on the frontier, that 

' Mr Pieter Retief , one of the oldest and most intelligent inhabitants 

of the fro~tier [had] been deputed by the farmers of the Winterberg 

anu Koonap to lay their grievances before the local authorities .. , . 

he [ had]bee~ instructed to state [that] unless these grievances [were] 

redressed , their uecessities [WOUld] unavoidably compel them to quit 

the colony and remove to a situation where they [ might] at least 

protect themselves , and find some chance of providing the necessaries 

of life for their numerous families' . This protest by Retief was made 

previous to the arrival of Glenelg ' s despatch of December 26, 1835, 

which reached D'Urban on March 21, 1836. The fact that Retief was 

18 Natal Paners , II, p . 304 . 
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already threatening to trek even (':lring wlu.t Chase later claimed was 

the idyllic period cf D'Urban's rule , invalidates this very claim, 

ar.d moreover goes a long way towards demolishing Chase's charge that 

Stockenstrom was responsible for the Great Trek. 

Chase's fanatical devotion to D'Urban was as extravagant as 

his pathological hatred for Stockenstrom, who was given the role of 

arch-villain in the frontier urama . Chase's references to Stockenstrom 

in the press,19 Natal Papers , Annals of the Cape and The Cape of Good 

~~ ~_"e t ;18 Eastern Province of Algoa Bay , 20 clearly 

m&ie a significant contribution to the tradition of anti-Stockenstrom 

:,Jrejudice which was a feature of early South African historiography , 

but which has been challenged by more modern writers . 21 Chase placed 

much of the blame for the Great Tr'.k on Stockenstrom's shoulders . 

Hs complained that Stockenstrom had dispelled the fears of the Boers 

22 that it would be illegal for them to trek beyond the Colony, and in 

t his way sanctioned the ' exp~triation of the most valuable portion of 

the Colonial community ', the Boers . 23 It is difficult to accept that 

Chase wo"ld have preferred the Lieutenant Governor to deceive the Boers, 

but his comments certainly suggest this . 

19 Supra, pp . 63-70 . 

20 Jhe Cape of Good HODe , p . 108 . 

21e •g ., Urie, J.M., A critical study of the evidence of L"ldries 
Stockenstrom before the Aborirines Cor.uni t t -)e in 1£'35 , yiewecl in the 
light of hi~~lS)US sta tements and policies (l,l . A. Thesis , Rhodr s 
Universi ty, 1953) . 

Duminy , A.H., Th, - role of Sir Andries Stockenstrorr: in Cape 
Politics, 18~8-1G56 (A.Y . B. , 1960, vol . II). 

Dracopoli, J .L., Sir Andries StocJcens~"rom 1792- 1SG,t (Cape 
Tovm , 1969). 

22cf . l.~'1.cl.li1l8_n, i'I.L, .Bantu, BOer an'1 Briton, pp. 117 and 198. 

23natal PaDers , I, pp . 53 and 126 . 

J 



168 

I n the Natal Papers, Chase reprinted the correspondence between 

Reti ef and Stockenstrom, which had ori ginally been published i n the 

24 Graham' s Town Journal , as fur';her proof of how the Li eut enant Governor 

had given the ' deadliest offence ' to t he Dutch populati on. The cor res-

pondence does reveal that Stockenstrom did not mince his wor ds . 

However, the tension on the frontier was assiduously foste r ed by the 

Graham ' s Town Journal, with which Retief was pr esumably farriliar, so 

perh~ps Godlonton and his a l lies als~ deserve some credi t fo r the 

over- sensiti vity of t he Boers . Chase quot ed a letter to Retief , the 

Field-CoIDIDandant of the Winterb.,rg area , i."l which Stockenstrom succinctly 

summed up his policy : ' equal r i ghts to all cla sses , wit hout 

di stinction ' . 25 This ',iew wa s simply unacceptable to Retief and 

those who thought as he dj,d . 

Chase returned repeatedly to the theme of Stockenstrom' s share 

of responsibility for the Great Trek . He quoted a l etter from an 

unidentified farmer to suP:" rt the claim that ' the causes 'Jf the 

extensi on of the abandonment of the colony ' were ' the Kafi r invas i on 

of 1834 -- the neglect of compensating the sufferers for their losses 

by the savages and the actual permission of the Lieutenant Governor , 

Stockenstrom'. The unnamed cor respondent allegedly stated , ' The acts 

of my countryman, Stockenstrom, was ( s i c) my greatest reason fo r 

quitti ng the colony •••• Did not the Lieutenant- Governor himself tell 

us tr~t we were at liberty to gO? , 26 Another source q~oted by Chaae 

i n this connection was a Cape Town peri odi cal , the Meditator27 which 

24GTJ , 17 . 11. 36 . 

.-15 
" Natal Pa12ers , I , p . 55 . 

26Natal Pa12ers , I, p . 127 . 

27Established as The ModLrator but the title was changed in July , 
1837 . Its full El1Glish ti t1c was ~he Meditator & Ca12B of Goo,} Hope 
Impartial Observ"!r . It ran from 3 , 1. 37 to 25 . 6 . 39 , and was a 
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claimed that the emigration of t he Boers was a result of ' the paternal 

28 Government of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor' . The reasons 

for trekking varied from individual to individual and from group to 

group. For some the Trek waS a solemn Exodus or pr otest movement , 

but many writers have i nd icated the complex ar,d divergent motives of 

the leaders and their associates . 29 Chase was over- simplifying to 

the point of falsehood by ascdbing tne major influence to Stockenstrom. 

Chase ' s attack on Stockenstrom was resumed early in Part II of the 

Natal Papers . Napier's reaction to the address presented by Port 

E~izabeth on nis arrival in 1838 has already been mentioned . 30 This 

::-ebuff to the Bayonians rankled with Chase . However , perhaps beCatlSe 

Napier later seemed mor e sympathetic to the front i er point of view ,31 

Chase attributed Napi er ' s earlier opinions to the influence of 

Stockenstrom. When he arrived in the EastErn Cape Napier , according 

to Chase, 'was met by Lieutenant Governor Stockenstrom who , availing 

himself of the detention cau,;ed by two successive rainy days, imbued 

his [ Napier ' s ] mind, with the highest opinion of hi s own [Stockenstrom ' s ] 

new system, and tutored him. into the belief that all the oppositi on 

he had hitherto encountered had had i ts rise among disappointed and 

bilingual periodical, predominantly Dutch. I t was published and 
edited by Cornelius Moll , who later becaro? a pioneer printer and 
publisher in Natal, before mOving to the Transvaal. 

28Natal PaDers , I, p . 128 . 

29 e . g ., Walker , E.A., The Great Trek . 

Van der Merwe , P . J . , Die Noordwaartse Bewel'; i van 
die Boere voor die Groot J'rek 1770 - 1842 Den It:ag , 1937 . 

Muller , C. F . J ., Die Britse O' lerheid in die Groot Trek 
(Cape Town , 1947) . 

30 Supra , p. 63 . 

31Annals of the Cape , p . 355. 
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factious individuals in the Eastern' Province' .32 Here once again 

Chase allowed his aggrieved imagination to rob him of logical deductive 

powers . Napier had been appointed to carry out the policies Jf the 

British Government on the ~rontier, and it is ludicrous to suggest 

that Stockenstrom' s influence det~rmined the Governor ' s attitude . 

Chase revealed a certain amount of cynicism with regard to 

Stockenstrom ' s reliability as a witness . Although he blQltlyaccused 

Stockenstrom of telling lies about the colonists in order to become 

Lieutenant- Governor,33 Chase quoted Stockenstrom as a· reliable authority 

when it suited him. Chase refuted a suggestion that the Griqua had 

left the Colony on account of European injustice, by a quotation from 

Stockenstrom who , Chase claimed, had denied that the ~riqua had 

emigc~ted because cf ill-treatment at the hands of Europeans . Chase 

attempt ed to explain away his very obvious.ly double standard ,.. by 

commenting that Stockenstrom' s 'testimony [might] surely be taken when 

in favour of the Colonists' .34 Similarly, in Annals of ·.he Cape , 

Stockenstrom was quoted as a reliable source, when his evidence 

appeared to support Chase ' s views . 35 

Chase had little good to say of Stockenstrom in Natal Papers , 

but i n Annals of the Cape, the tone of which is generally much gentler 

than the earlier work, there is a rather ambiguous tribute to 

Stockenstrom. Chase claimed that Stockenstrom' s ' general kindness of 

disposition, his hospitality, and the possession of many other amiable 

32Natal Papers , II , p . 10 . . 

33cf . The Cape of Goe" Hone, p . 108 . 

34Natal Papers, II, p . 250 . 

35 cf . Annals of the Cape, p . 295 . 
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qualities , would have rendered him of great service to his co-

Colonists, had he not identified himself, in an evil hour of no 

common temptation, with their d"tractors. Ambitious, proud, and 

unyielding, assailed, it must be confessed, too, by a bait, 

glittering -- irresistible , h8 took the seals of office 'with conditions 

he should have spurned; and afterwards, under bad advisers and ques-

tionable friends , he disdai: ,ed to conciliate when he might ~1ave done 

so. The reward was a brief, uneasy, and tempestuous a~ministration, 

a barren baroxo.etcy, and e. life pensj.on he was unfortunately not 

destined long to enjoy . Never ~1 this Colony has fallen a man who 

could have achieved more good for his native land than himself; bu.t 

unhappily he missed his way. Reguiescat j.n pace. ' 36 This inter-

pretation of Stockenstrom' s public life seems to be one of the s'_urces 

of the 'Stockenstrom enigma ', w~ch J . Urie explores in her thesis . 37 

While shovling better taste than Godlonton38 in his treatment of 

Stockenstrom, it waS a S;)i1lll- »m of Chase's settler myopia tl:at he 

was incapable of seeing that Stockenstrom' s attempts to achieve 

' good for his native land ' had to some extent been foiled by Chase 

himself. 39 

Yet another villain in the ' authorised version ' of frGnt".er 

history, is Dr Joh."l Philip , about whom Chase wrote fairly extensi vely . 

Long before the Great Trek and its aftermath, Chase's views had 

clashed with those of PhiliP.40 In Natal Papers Chase claimed that 

36Annals of the Care , p . 353 . 

37Urie , J . l.l., A cri ticn 1 study of the avid ence of Andries 
Stocken";t:l.'om b~ forc the Abori[':in.c 3 CO~J:Jlitt C' L. in 1235 , viewed in the 
light of hi::; !>rL!v~o u s £tatemcllt.s anJ policies, p . 307 . 

38 cf . G'rJ, 17 . 5 . 64. 'The death of Sir Andreas Stockenstrom is 
reported by teleGrnm . The Col.:my paid deceased a pension of £750 
which will now be cuved . ' cf. Urie, op . cit ., p. 307. 

39 7. Supro, PI'. 6J - 70. 
1, 0 

Supra, pp. 10- 11 . 
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Philip's association with the Aborigines Committee had helped CRuse 

t he Great Trek . In a melodramatic passage Chase claimed that 'the 

proceedj.ngs of this Committee load a marked and fatal influence upon 

the Colony,' and he moreover attributed the report of the Committee 

to the pen of Dr PhiliP.41 It is not clear what led Chase to make 

this claim. Perhaps he had heard a distorted version 

42 of how Philip had helped Buhton draft the section of the Committee 

r~pc~t that dealt with conditions at the Cape . Phili p ' s contri-

bution -- mainly relative to the frontier war of 1834- 5 -- was i n the 

end almost entirely excluded fr0m the final report . 43 The suggestion 

that the entire r eport of the Aborigines Committee should have been 

entrusted to a missio~2ry from as unimportant a colony as the Cape 

indicates yet again how little even the better- read settlers und3r-

stood the mechanisms of Imperial politics . It also indicates how 

firmly -- albeit incorrectly -- the settlers believed in the power 

and influence of Dr Philip '_nd Exeter Hall over British po Ii ticians . 

Chase was not the only writer to exaggerate the influence of 

the missionaries . Amongst those who blamed them for the i lls of 

the Eastern frontier was W. Cornwallis Harris44 whom Chase quoted as 

a reliable authority on the causes of the Great Trek. Chase c:aimed 

tb.a.t Harris ' s €vidence was all the more sound as his fleeting visit 

to the Colony -- mainly in search of big game -- defended him from 

possible charges of being 'prejudiced by long residence' or of having 

41Natal Papers, I, p . 47 . 

42S· • .!.. r T.F . Buxton (1786-1845). Chairman of the Aborigines 
Committee. 

43Macl,Tillan, W. M. , Bantu. Boer and Briton, pp. 187- 190 . 

44William Cornwallis Harris (1807- 18/13) . Military encineer, 
artist and sportsmana 
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' a direct interest in the oppressian of th8 Aborigines' . Chase quoted 

from Harris ' s An Expedition into Southern Africa45 an extract which 

is as prejudiced as it is uninformed . Harris claimed that the Cape 

colonists had been misrepresented by 'canting and designLng men, to 

whose mischievous and gratuitous interferences veiled under the cloak 

of philanthropy is principally to be attributed the desolated condition 

of the Eastern frontier. ' Halris claimed , moreover, that the Eastern 

frontiersmen were 'flanked by a population of .• . dir e irreclaimable 

savages, naturally inimical, warlike and predatory, by whom the hearths 

of the . •• colonists [had] for years past been deluged with the blood 

of their nearest and dearest relatives' . Chase evidently concurred 

with this picture of carnage, and added no qualification either to the 

above , nor to Harris ' s claim that t .' ,e colonists ' 'wives and helpless 

offspring [ had] be en mercilessly butchered before their eyes'. It is 

difficul t to believe that Chase was unaware of the Xhosa's almost 

invariable custom of sparing the lives of women and children . 46 

Chase did , however, disagree with Harris ' s censure of the British 

Government. While agreeing that the Government had not 'redressed 

the wrongs of the colonists' and had therefore not 'put a stop to the 

true and early causes of that [Boe~] emigration', Chase pointed out 

in mitigation that the Government had been deluded by 'a powerful 

anti- colonial party within the colony itself, led on by Dr John Philip 

and most ably championised (sic) by ... John Fairbairn, . 47 This is 

45W. C. HarriS, Narra,ive of an Expedition into Southern Africa 
during the years 1836 and 1837 from the Cape of Good Hopo thro,,;h the 
Terri torie3 of the Chief :"Qs81ike: tse, to the l].'ropic of' Cnnricorn, wi ti1 
a Sketch of the Recent E:ni ,ratiO". of the Border Co10~lists, and a 
Zoological Anpendh , pp . 344- ci (Bombay, 1838) . 

46 cf. Cory, III, p. 73, and Oyj'ord liistory , I, p. 243. 

47 Natal P':l1lcrs, I, p. 82 . 



174 

further evidence of Chase's mis taken belief in Dr Philip ' s il.fl uence . 

In the second volume of the Natal Papers the influence of the 

missionaries was again misrepresented when Chase quoted an allegation 

made by J.N. Boschof48 that Dr Ehilip was responsible for the refusal 

of the British Government to approve an ordinance against vagrancy. 

Shortly before D'Urban ' s arrival aa Governor of the Cape in 1834, 

Ac ting Governor Wade had issued a draft ordinance to restrict the 

mobility of so-called Coloured vagrants . This measure was subsequently 

passed by the newly established Le6islative Council, in spite of 

D'Urban's disapproval. The Chief Justice, Sir John Wylde , 49 >dvised 

the Governor that the proposed vagrancy ordinance was repugnant to 

Ordinance 50, while several leading missionaries , incl"ding Philip 

50 and Boyce condemned the measure . D' Urban suspended the ordinance 

which :vas in due course disallowed by the British Government. 51 

Boschof gave his own version of this abortive a t tempt to i ntroduce a 

vagrancy ordinance at the Cape . 'Sir Benjamin D'Urban, ar ·,-ually 

brought the question before the council , supported by memorials from 

the people throughout the colony -- the ordinance passed -- but to 

the astonishment of all who saw the necessity of such a law, the Governor , 

upon t he r epresentation of Dr Philip, had turned round upon the measure , 

and ;t was rejected in England -- showing that we were not to b~ 

48J •N• Boschof (1808-1881) . 1824-1838 was cler k in C. C. ' s 
office, Graaff- Reinet . In May 1838 used his leave to visit the Voor­
trekkers, and reported their s ituation in GTJ . Having exceeded his 
l eave he was dismissed from his post, and he subsequently moved to 
Natal, where he became a member of the Volksraad. He moved to the O.F . S. , 

in, 1855 he became the Free State ' s second President, but reSigned 
in 1859 and went farming in Natal . Was a member of the Natal Legis­
l ative Assembly 1862- 1873. 

49(Sir) John Wylde (170 -1859). Chief Justice of the Cape 
Colony, 1827- 1855 . 

50Rev• William . Binnington Boycl" (1803-1889 ). Methodist Missionary 
who worked at the Cape 1829- 1843. 

51walker, E.A., A liistory of South8m Africa, pp. 173-4. 
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protected agai.nst vagrancy, the greatest encouragement tc all m)re 

serious crimes '. Chase did not qualify this quotation and even the 

implication that the Governor tad willingly spons rrred the passage of 

the vagrancy ordinance was allowed to pass without comment. 52 

In a discussion of the effect of Boer migration an the Griqua, 

Chase found yet another opportunity to criticise Dr lbilip . Chase had 

harboured strong feelings a,out the Griqua and the missionaries ever 

since his journey to Griquatown in 1825 .53 The Boers who trekked 

beyond the Orange River with their cattle during the annual dry season 

had been accused of displacing the Griqua . Chase, however, claimed 

that the Griqua had no more right to the land than the Boers , as the 

Griqua themselves had d~spla~ed the Bushmen . 54 There was more than 

a grain of truth in this charge against the Griqua,55 but Chase ' s 

argument, in any case weakened J)y its unpleasant virulence , was based 

on the flimsy premise that the original occupants of land were the 

only people entitled to use it . Chase had in fact laboureti the weak-

56 ness of this very argument in 1831 in his pamphlet on slavery . 

The digressi on on the Griqua looks like yet another pretext for an 

attack on the London Missionary Society , and particularly on Dr lbilip, 

who in 1825 had encouraged the Griqua to settle on the land oc "upied 

by Bushmen Ilear Philippolis. _o\ccordL'lg to J. S . Marais, Thilip had 

obvi ously realised that this step was fraught with danger for the 

5~atal Papers , II, p . 83 . (cf . Natal Papers, I, p . 44 . ) 

53Supra, pp . 10 & 11. 

541,a tal Papers, II, pp. 253-4. 

55cf. lIIarais , J.S., The Cape Coloured People, p. 23 . 

56supra, pp. 36- 7. See p . 10 of Chase ' s pamphlet on slave 
emancipation. 
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Bushmen, but it appeared to be the best arr-tmgement that could be 

made in the circumstances . 5 7 In Chase's opinion Dr Pnil ip had 

cLllously connived at the seizure of Bushman hunting grounds by the 

Griqua . 

The main reason for Chase ' s attacks on Stockenstran and Phil ip 

appears to have been his belief that they had slandered the colonists, 

both Dutch and British. Chase's own attitude towards these groups is 

therefore interesting. His unfailingly flatteri ng assessment o~ the 

British settlers has already been discussed , 58 but clearly he also had 

great sympathy with the frontier Boers -- possibly because he 

~dentified the sufferings and grievances of the Voortrekkers with the 

sufferings and grievances of the British settlers . In fact he implied 

that some British settlers might a'.so have trekked out of the Colony , 

h".d they not been restrained by their loyalty to Britain, or their 

fear that they were not strong enough to flaunt British author i t y . 

Some insight into Chase ' s understanding of the Boers can be gained by 

comparing his interpretation of the reasons for the Great Trek with 

the much later and self- consciously nationa~st interpretation of 

this movement by Professor F.A. van Jaarsveld . 59 Chase emphasised 

the Boers ' despair at the reversel of the D'Urban system, and their 

concern over the threat to their lives and property which the treaty 

system allegedly aggravated . Chase attempted to counteract the 'odium' 

cast upon the frontie r smen by Dr Philip, mainly because he believed 

t hat the disrepute of the frontiersmen would prevent the British 

Government from paying c~pensation to the whites for l osses sustained 

57Marais , J .S., The C'.pe ColO1ired People , p . 40. 

58 . 
Supra, pp . 16, 55 , 57 . 

59van Jaarsveld, F .A. , The Rise of AfrilGlner lJationalism, 
pp. 11 , 12. 20. 
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on the frontj.er. Chase ' s emphasis .thus seems to have been mainly 

economic. In this he was probabl y typical of his f ellow-settlers, 

many of whom had been well- acquainted wi th poverty in England. , and 

whose main ambition at thp cape was to find financial security. The 

frontier Boers , on the other hand , had probably not been exposed to 

much hunger or nakedness amongst themselves, although their lives were 

far from luxurious. No doubt the Boers feared economic loss if they 

remained on the front i er -- and if figures quoted by 

way a guide, they had very valuahle flocks and herds 

Chas e are in any 

60 
to fear for -- but 

undoubtedly in some cases at least, there was an ideological rather 

than an economic motive for the Trek. Van Jaarsyeld cl ail!lS that one 

of the maj or r easons for the T.rek was the British Gov.'!rnment ' s 

onslaught on what the Boers believed were ~~e ' proper r elati ons between 

master and servant '. Chase , h owever , gave little attention to the 

ideological motives of the Voortrekkers, merely implying an one occasiQ~ 

that the religious convictions of the Boers had been offc lded by the 

eIDa-~cipation of the s laves. 61 

The picture of the Trakkers painted by Chase was almost always 

flatteri ng, and extremely uncritical . He referred to the 'men of 

a superior stamp , both for piety, intelligence and wealth ', who 

'joined the ranks of their expatriated cOQ~trymen' despite the troubl es 

. N t 1 62 = aa . Elsewhere he quoted the American missionary , Daniel 

Lindley , 63 who had allegedly ' praised the piety , industry and good 

60Natal Papers, I, p . 106. 

6~atal Paners , I, p . 105. ' 

62N t " a a.L Papers , II, 1 · 20. 

63Daniel Lindley (1801-1880). American missionary Vlh~ worked 
among the Zulu. For a time he was the minister to the Voertrekkers . 
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feelL'1g of the emigrant farmers , but more particularly their 

"extraordinary forbearance " towards the Zoolahs'. Chase quoted no 

authority for this statement of Lindley's opinion, and it appears in 

:fact to be a false reflection of the missionary ' s view of the trekkers . 

In his brief biography of Lindley in the Dictionary of South African 

Biography, Dr D.J. Kotz~ writes that Lindley ' does not appear to have 

been impressed by [the B:)er~; '] piety and expected that they would 

oppr<',ss the Bantu and eventually reduce them to a candi tion similar 

to 'ilia t of the Red Indians . 64 Chase ' s pro- Trekker bias can be 

further illustrated : the Grahalli ' s Town Journal of November 19, 1840, 

carried a report that some of the Boers were enslaving blacks in Natal . 

Even Godlonton gave som-, credence to this allegation; but predictably 

this report was not quoted in the Natal Papers, where the image 'Jf 

the B~ers' ' forbear~'1ce ' remain8d untarnished. 

As a loyal British subject, and moreover , as a candidate for a 

post in the government se1"'i,' .::e, Chase could not condone thl' Boers ' 

desire for independence from Britain; nor could he defend their having 

taken up arms in an a ttempt to achieve it. 65 Nevertheless he regretted 

rather than criticised the Boers ' behaviour, and suggested that their 

bid for independence should to some extent be excused because ~f their 

'ignorance of the principles of English law ... , .66 It was only by 

comparing the reaction of the Beers to the frontier situation with the 

reaction of the British settlers to the s~e conditions that Chase 

indirectly criticised t~e Voortrekkers . He commented for example , 

that ' the Eurrlish settlers ••• much more wisely [than t~e Boers] awaited 

the effect of a cansti tutional r epresentation of grievances wlo.ich, if , 

64 ' 
D. S.A.B., Vol. II, p . 402. 

65c :f. E.A . Walker, The Great Trek, pp . 206- 313. 

66Natal Papers , II, p . 147. 
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is excepted the case of the slave ~ompensat~on they equally suffered 

with the Dutch farmers,.67 Later he wrote, ever more unctuously, 

'!fhe sufferers wi thin the Colony, who still remained with unshaken 

loyalty, may perhaps be considered as lL~ely to look on "ith 

compacency at the state of affairs at Natal', which only confirmed the 

prediction that had been made by the British settlers. 'But ,' Chase 

continued, 'such is not the c~se; for although they cannot help 

sympathising with their misguided countrymen, they show by their own 

lofty bearing of endurance, that they look to the time when the chain 

shall be l::tr:'oken and the vulture scared away which has long preyed upon 

68 
them and that fair and constitutional remonstrance ~~ll have its effect '. 

While the Natal Papers are invaluable for the student, as a 

convenient and quite well selected 0011ection of documents, they also 

provide in Chase's own comments a reflecting mirror of contemporary 

opinion. The interrelation of source material and comment upon it , 

has tended to give to the comnents the status of reliability more 

justifiably claimed for the documents . The comment is a source of a 

very different kind69 -- virtually a revelation of the way men inter-

preted the times in which they l i ved. It was intended moreover to be 

educative. Chase ' s belief in the power of public opinion as a means 

of ' fair - and constitutional remonstrance' seems to have been one of 

the reasons for his compilation of the !'Iatal Papers . F...is belief that 

pressure of settler opinion had helped cause Stockenstram's dismissal 

67Natal Papers, I, p . 134 . 

6~atal Papers, II, pp. 136-7. 

69In Appendix E, infra, will be found the carunentary with 
w.lich Chase linked the reprinted documents in Volume I of the 
Natal Papers. 
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in 133970 inc:.:'eased his faith in this type of political propaganda , 

and he presumably hoped that the publication of the Natal Papers wotud 

force the authorities to bring about the changes he and other Briti sh 

settlers wished to see on the frontier . In this respect the Natal 

Papers may be compared with Moodie's Record . 71 

In a 'Memorandum' which prefaced the Natal Papers, Chase claimed 

that his object was ' to collect into one concentrated fOCJB all that 

has appeared in print or otherwis8 respecting the country of Natal ' , 

and so enable his readers ' to form, by such an array of facts , a 

dispassionate judgement ' on the ' late extraordinary events ' at Natal. 

He wished to demonstrate that there were ' two sides to the Iatal 

question '. Presumably Chase wished to see justice dc~e tc the 

repu~,ation of the Trekkers because the grievances which he claimed had 

caused the Great Trek were the same grievances of which the Albany 

settlers continued to complain. A vindication of the Trekkers would , 

perhaps, be a vlndication of the settlers . Possibly ChaL<, reasoned 

that if it could be proved that cattle theft and frontier disturbances 

were the result of Government policy, there might be some chance that 

t he settlers would receive compensation for what they claimed to have 

10Ft at the hands of the Xhosa. It is , however , unlikely that Chase 

was personally seeking compensation for frontier l osses. He had been 

in Cape Town during the war of 1834- 5, and Cradock Place , whither he 

had moved in 1839 , was behind the frontier zone . 

70 Supra, p. 66 . 

71The ReC01'd or a Series of Official Papers Rel ative to the 
Condi t; on and Tre"went of -:,he Hative Tribes of :3ol;:th Af rica , compiled, 
translot ted ,".,Q edited by DG;cald Moodie . These reprtrned. documents 
were published in five separate unbound parts between 1838 and 1<341-
A photostatic reprint of all f ive parts bound in one vol1.UUe, was 
published by A.A. Balkema of Cape ":own in 1960. 
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It is likely that Chase regarded the writing of books as a good 

way of making a name for himself . Uter his move from Port "Pol j zabeth 

72 to Cradock 1'lace, he had more free time than hitherto and the 

opportunity to write. During the early ' forties, in addition to the 

Natal Japers, he also produced The cape of Good Hope and the Eastern 

lTovince of Algoa Bay.73 Earlier in his career Chase had frankly 

express ed the hope L":tat his cartography would win him an aPT,ointment 

in the governments ervi ce .74 It is suggested that the Natal Japers 

and Chase's other publications of the 'thirties and 'forties were 

produced partly in the belief tl'at they might help him to the 

maeistracy for which he hoped . 75 The criticism of Government policy 

which is an outstanding ::'eature of the Natal Papers, does not necessarily 

invalidate this suggestion , if public opini,on in the Eastern Cape is 

taken into account. As dissatisfaction with the treaty system increased, 

so did the hero-worship of Sir Benjamin D'Urban become more fervent among 

the British inhabitants of -r,e Eastern Cape. Some of these, including Chase, 

apparently believed that the failure of the treaty system might lead 

76 to the reinstatement of Sir Benjamin as Governor of the Cape. I t was 

perhaps this hope which led Chase to make some of his more exaggerated 

claims in favour of D 'Urban ' s frontier arrangements . I-c is certainly 

clear that Chase Vias influenced b,/ D'Urban in his interpretation of 

what happened on the frontier 'during D'Urban's period as Governor . 

The two men corresponded, and the former Governor lent L~ase various 

72 Supra, p. 52 . 

73supra, pp. 74-6. 

74 Supra , pp . 23-24 . 

75Supra, pp . 14 ; 82 (footnote 153); 84-85 . 

76cf • Chase to D'Urban , 9.9.42. D' Urban Japers, Cape 
Archives. 
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documents to be used in the compilation of the Natal Papers . 77 

D' Urban probably regarded Chase as a very convenient mouthpiece in his 

o"m campaign to vindicate his policy.78 

I n one of his letters to D'Urban Chase confided, ' ·~he Natal 

Commissioner79 has re~uested me to state to him whether I would go to 

Natal , as he considers from the zeal I have shewn in the cause of the 

poor farmers that I am well L ;.tted to car ry out the benevolent intentions 

of the Government. To this I have replied that my present circ"~tances 

which are as flourishing as I could wish , do not impose upon me the 

ne~essity to accept office , but nevertheless I do take so great ~~ 

.mterest in the farmers and the New Country that if i t i s deemed I 

could be of use to the Emigrants and the Government I would gladly go . 

Whether anything will result from ~..his advance and my answer to i t I 

of course am still in ignorance ••• , . 80 This suggestion may have been 

made spontaneously by Cloete , who had moved in the same political clique 

as Chase in Cape Town during the ' tp~rties , 81 or it may have been 

initiated by Chase himself . Chase ' s letter to D' Urban pre- dates 

82 
Cloete's departure from Cape Town on May 21, so the suggestion could 

not have been made verbally even if Chase and Cl oete had happened to 

meet at Algoa Bay in the course cf the commissioner ' s journey rOlL~d 

the coast . At all events , Chase ' s willingness to help in the solution 

77e •g . , Chase to D' Lrban, 9.9 . 42 ; 17 .4 . 43; 19 . 5 . 43; 29 . 5 . 43 . 
D'Urban Correspondence , Cape Archives . 

78cf • Galbraith, Reluctant Empire . Bri tish Policy on the South 
African Frontier, 1834- 1['54 , p . 122 . 

79Henry Cloete . 
80 Chase to D'Urban, 19 . 5.43 . D' Urban Papers, Cape 

Archives . 
81 Supra, p. 48 . 

82c f. J. Bird, The Anllals of Natal, vol. II, pp . 175- 6 
(Pietermari t zburg , 1888) . 
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of the Natal 1uestion came to nothing, and he had to wait unti l 1847 

for a suitable government post. 83 

It is suggested then that J . C. 8hase r endered both ser~ice and 

disservice to the Cape . Fe seems to have been a man of large designs 

but only average talent . He was a sound and competent administrator 

and i n due course an assiduous but not an outstanding parliamentarian. 

He l acked the force and dignity of Godlonton for instanc~ , whose 

rectitude if j.rritating at times , :nade its own kind of impact . Like 

al l his fellow immigrants , J . C. Chase was questing for security and 

i nclined to be self- important. But his egoism did not l ead t.im to cut 

himself off :from his settler associates . He absorbed, exprc,ssed and 

helped to propagate the views of his generati on . He nelpec. to shape 

opin<.on and was himself moulded to some extent by his disciples . In 

his prejudices, conspicuously in his attj.tudes to missia.'1aries , to the 

Xhosa , and to his fellow settlers , he was typical of ~'1 important 

segment of Eas tern Cape opinion. He was friendly and li",'ral in his 

atti tude to the Boers , whom he regarded as fe l low pioneers in a strange 

land, which he himself found fascinating . His interest in history and 

expl oration Vias quite spontaneous and clearly untutored . His champion­

sru.p of the Eastern Cape was sustained and unflinching , and in his 

insistence on its economic possibilities he was ahead of his t~mes . 

Chase seems to have ~~elded considerable influence , indirectly 

through his interaction VIi th Godlonton , and more directly thrcugh his 

CNffi writing . J!'or when fears, prejtdices and hopes are expressed by the 

pioneer VIi th the pen, their reach exceeds the memory of a single 

generation. Hence it is submitted that his various writings , both 

83 
Supra, pp • . 85-6 . 
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casual and formal, are a salutary source for the understarming of 

the way the ordinary man saw the h.~story of his l ife and times . I t 

was an age which J . C. Chase porTrayed as almost a saga of settlers 

versus scapegoats . 
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Barkly , H. : Letter from H. Barkly to J.C . Chase, Africana Library, 
South African Library, Cape Town . 

Chase , J.C . : MiscellaneOUS le~ters and papers in possession of 
Major C.C . Chase, Vereeniging . 

Chase, J .C. : Manuscript letters Signed by J.C . Chase . MS 4769-70; 
6789 ; 6795 ; 1279-80; Cory Lib~~ry, Rhodes University . 

Chase , J.C . : Diagrams and deeds of transfer relative to property 
owned by J .C. Chase in Albany . MS 14 ,494 - 14 ,497; 1IT . 544(X) . 
Cory Library, Rhodes University. 

Chase , J .C. : Two letters from J .C. Chase to J. Sharpe , in Africana 
Library, South lL"rican Lib:rary , Cape 'rown. 

Chase , J.C. : Miscellaneous maps and sketch maps drawn by J.C. Chase. 
(Made available by courtesy of the owner , Mr. M. 1{arp of 
Port Elizabeth . ) 

Chase, J.C . : Four-letters , Chase to D'Urban, MS 6769-70; 6789 ; 6795, 
D'Urban Collection, Cory Library, Hhodes University. 

D'Urban, B. : Si r Benjamin D'Urbon Papers, Ace . No . 519 , COlpe Archive,,; , 
Cape TOVin . 
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Fairbairn Correspondence , Africana Library, South Africw:. Libre.ry, 
Cape Town. 

Fairbe.irn, J . : Fairbairn Papers , Acc. No . A663 , Historical Papers, 
Library of the Univer sity of the Wi twatersrand , JohanneBburg . 

Godlonton, R. : Correspondence , Accession No . A 43, Historical 
Papers, Libre.ry of the University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg . 

Kirby, P .R. : John Centlivr8s Cha,;e - miscellaneous material. 
Cory Library , Rhodes UniverSity, Grahamstown. 

Smith, K.W. : Typescript of a study of the development of Gr aaff­
Reinet entitled I From Frontier to ~iidland I by K. W. Smith 
(consul ted by cour-',esy of the author and 1. S .E..R., Grahamstown). 

Southey Papers : Letters to Richard Southey, Acc. No . 611, Cape 
Archives , Cape Town. 

IV. Printed Primary Sources (Official Publications) 

a) British Parliamentary Papers 

1827 XXI 282 . Reports of the Commissioners of Inquiry on the Cape 
of Good Hope: I . Upon the Administration o~ the 
Government at the Cape of Good Hope ; II . Upon the 
Finances a~ the Cape of Good Hope . 
(Reprinted and publi shed by G. Greig , Cape Town, 1827 . ) 

1836 VII 425 . Report -)f the Select Committee on Aborigines (British 
Sett1e,,:~nts) with the Official Report and further 
Evidence. (Imperial Blue Book, Facsimile Repr int , 
Cape Town, 1966.) 

1837 XLIII 503 . Copies or Extracts of any further Despatches which 
have been received from , or addressed to, the 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope , r elative to the 
late Caffre War . 

1847 XXX~III 786 . Corresp(ndence with the Governor of the Cape of 
Good Hope r elative to the state of the Caffre Tribes 
on the Eastern Frontier of the Colony. 

b) Cape Goverlli~ent and Parliamentary Papers 

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Council, 1867 and 1873. 

Votes and Proceedings of the House of Assembly , ~864 - 1867 . 

Cepe- of Good Hope. Correspondence between the Right Han. Sir 
Henry Pottinger, His Honour Sir !l .E.F . Young , Kt ., 
Lieutenant- Governor , Eastern District::;, and others , Respecting 
a Separation of the Eastern and Western Provi,lces , and the 
Este.blishment of a Di>tinct and Separate Government in the 
Eastern Province (Cape Town, 1847). 
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V Printed Sources (contemporary) 

Bell, K.N., and Morrell, W. P., Select Documents an British Colonial 
Policy , 1630 - 1860. (Oxford, 1928.) 

Bird, J., The An~ls of Natal , 1495- 1845 . 2 vols . (Pietermaritzb~rg , 
1888 . ) 

Bowker, J .M., Speeches , Letter s and Selections from Impor tant Papers 
of the late John Mitford Bowker , Some Years Resident and 
Diplomatic Agent with Certain Kafir and Fingo Tribes . 
(Graham' s Town, 1864. Facsimile Reprint , Cape To~~, 1962 . ) 

EurcheJ.l , W.J ., Travels ir, the Interior of Southern Africa . 2 vols. 
(London, 1822 and 1824 : reprint edited by I. Schapera , 
London, 1953.) 

Chase, J.C., The Cape of Good Hope and the Eastern Province of Algoa 
Bay. (London , 1843 . Reprinted, Cape To-:m, 1967.) 

Chase, J .C. , The Natal Papers; A Re- print of All Notices and Public 
Documents Connected with that Terri tory , including a Des­
cription of the Country, and a History of Events from its 
Discovery in 1498, to the Missi on of the Hon. H. Cloete L .L.D. 
etc. in 1843 , in Two Parts , with an Appendix , including a 
Bri ef Review of the Stepf taken by Sir Benjamin D' Urban, G.C.P. , 
etc ., Late Governor of the Colony , for the Tranquillization of 
the Frontier , especially as r egarded the Emigration of the 
Farmers . (Graha.'Il 'S Town, 1843 . ) 

Chase , J .C. and Wi lmot , A" A History of the Cape of Good Hope . 
(Cape Town , 1869 . ) 

Cloete, H., The History of the Great Boer Trek, and the Origi ns of 
the South African Republics , edited by W. Brodrick-Cloete . 
(London , 1899 . ) 

Frye, J ., ed ., The War of the Axe and the Xosa Bible : The journal 
of the Rev . J .W. Appleyard. (Cape Town, 1971 .) 

Godlonton, R. (compiler), Memorials of the British Settlers of 
South Africa, being the Records of Public Services, held at 
Graham' s Town , and Port Elizabetn on the lOth of April , and 
at Bathurst on t~e lOth May 1844, in Commemorat i on of their 
Landi ng in AlgOa Bay , and Foundation of the Settlement of 
Albany , in the Year 1820 . (Graham' s Town, 1844.) 

Godlonton, R., A Narrative of the Irruption of the Kaffir Hordes 
into the Easter., Provinc e of the Cape of Good Hope 1834- 1835 , 
including Parts I, II and III of the Introductory Remarks . 
(Graham' s Town, 1835 . Reprinted Cape Town, 1965.) 

Godlonton R. , Case of the Colonists of the Eastern Frr.ntier of the 
Cape of Good Hope , in Reference to the Kaffir Wars of 
1835- 36 and· 1846 . (Graham ' s Town, 1679.) 
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Harris, W.C., Narrative of an E~{pedition into Southern Africa, 
During the Years 1836, anu 1837 , from The Cape of Good Hope, 
through the Territories of the Chief Moselekatse, to the 
Tropic of Capricorn, with a Sketch of the Recent Emigration 
of the Bord8r ColOnists , and a Zoological Appendix . (Bombay, 
1838 . ) 

Hutton, C.W., ed ., Autobiography of Sir A. Stockenstrom. (Cape 
Town, 1887 . ) 2 v01s . 

Keppel- Jones, A. , ed . , in consultation with E .K. Heathcote , 
Philipps , 1820 Settler: His Letters . (Pietermari tzburg , 1960 . ) 

Kirby, P .R., ed . , Andrew Smith and Natal. 
the Early History of that Province . 
Cape Tovm, 1955 . ) 

Documents relating to 
(Van Riebeeck SOCiety , 

Kirby, P .R., ed ., The Diary of Dr . Andrew Smith, director of the 
"Expedition for Exploring Central Africa" 1834- 1836 . Two 
volumes . (Van Riebeeek Society, Cape Town, vol . 1 , 1939 ; 
vol. 2 , 1940 . ) . 

Lister , M.H ., ed ., The Journals of Andrew Geddes Bain, 
Explorer, Soldier , Road Enginee r and Geologist . 
Riebeeck Society, Cape To' ,n , 1949 . ) 

Trader , 
(Van 

Moffat , R. , Miss i onary Labours and Scenes in Southern Africa. 
(London, 1846 . ) 

Moodie, D. , The Record , or a Series of Official Papers relative to 
t he Condition and Treatment of the Native Tribes of South 
Africa , compiled , translated and edited by Donald Moodie . 
(Cape Town, 1838 - 1841 . Reprinted in one volume , Cape Town, 
1960 . ) 

Philip , J ., Researches in South Africa , Illustrating the Civil , 
Moral and Religious Condition of the Hative Tribes : 
i ncluding Jourr~ls of the Author's Travels in the Interior ; 
t ogether with Detailed :,ccounts of the Progress of the 
Christian J::issions , Exhibiting the Influence of Christianity 
i n Promoting Civilization. 2 vols . (London, 1828 . ) 

Smith , G.C.M. , ed . , Thp A~tobiography of Lieutenant- General Sir 
F.arry Smith , Bar~net of Aliwal on the Su.tlej , G. C.B. 
(London, 1903.) 2 vols . 

Steedman, A., Wanderings and Adventures in the Interior of South 
Africa. (Londo~ , 1835 . ) 2 vols. 

Theal , G. MeC., Records of the Cape Colony. (London, 1897 - 1905 . ) 
36 vols . 

Wahl , J .R., ed ., TholJ'.?s Pringle: Poems Illui;trative m: South Africa , 
Afr;.can Sketches, Part 1. (Cnpe Town, 1970 . ) 
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VI. Newspapers. 

a ) contemporary Newspapers : (official and quasi offi cial) 

Cape Town Gazette and African Adver tiser , 1825 . 

Cape of Good Hope Go'l€rmnent Gazette , 1848 and 1855. 

Cape of Good Hope . The Advertiser and Mail ' s Parliamentary 
Debates, in the First SeClsion of the First Parliament of the 
Cape of Good Hope . Volume I . (Cape Tovnl , 1854 . ) 

b ) Contemporary Newspapers : (unofficial) 

Eastern Province Herald , 1848 - 77. 

Gr aham ' s Town Journal , 1831 :- 77 . 

South African Commerci al Advertiser , 1825 - 1877 . 

Zuid Afrikaan; 1830 - 36 . 

c) Articles in Modern NeWSpapers 

Beachy-Head, P ., ' On the trail of an 1820 Settler ancestor ' 
(Port Elizabeth) Evening Post Magazine , 27 . 11 .1965 . 

Kirby, P . R., 'Five men of faith , character and courage', Sunday 
Times , 9 . 12 . 1956 . 

'A Pioneer of South African History ' , Cape Argus , ~ :' . 4 . 1923 . 

VI I. Periodica13 

a) Contemporary periodicals 

Cape of Good Hope Literary Gazette , 1833- 34 . 

Edinburgh Review , 1836 . 

South African Quarterly Journal, 1830- 34 . 

b) Articles in modern periodicals 

Fryer , A.K., ' Dr F .A. van Jaarsveld and "Die Ontwaking van die 
Afrikaanse Nasionale Bewus!J.yn", , Standpunte, October , 1959 . 

Kirby, P.R. , ' John Centlivres Chase , Cartographer and Geographer ' , 
Africana Notes ana New" 

Kirk, T., 'Progress and Decline in the Kat River Settlement, 
1829-1854' , Journal of African Histor:; , Volume XIV. (1973 . ) 
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Robinson, H.M . , 'The Cape of Good Hope and "Systematic 
Colonizat ion" ', The South African Journal of Economics , 
VolUllle V. (1937 .) 

Thompson, L .M., ' Afrikane,,' Nationalist Historiography and the 
Policy of Apartheid ', Journal of African ilistory , VolUllle III . 
(1962. ) 

Nineteenth Century Pamphlets 

Chase , J .C. , Practical Cr,nsiderations on the Exact Position of the 
Slave Question as far as it regards the Colony of the Cape 
of Good Hope . (George Greig, Cape Town, 1831 . ) South African 
Library, Cape Town. 

Chase, J .C., Historical and f,tatistical Sketch of the Division of 
Albert. (n . d . ) Library of Parliament , Cape Town. 

Chase, J .C., Exposure of a Jross Attack of the Editor of the South 
African Commercial Advertiser, on the Character of the 
Colonists, and the Civil Commissioner of Albany, as to the 
treatment of the Caffers . (Zuid Afrikaan , Cape Town, 1835 . ) 
South Afrlcan Library, Cape Town. 

Chase , J . C. , Some Reasons fa,:, our opposing the Author of the "South 
African Researches ," t;,e Rev. Joh.'1 Philip, D.D . (Aberdeen) , 
Superintendent of the London Society ' s Missions in Sou.th Africa. 
(A.S. Robertson , C"~e Town, 1836.) South African Library , 
Cape Town. 

Chase , J .C., Old Times and Odd Corners , The Founder of the Eastern 
Province, and His Frontier Home. (Port Elizabe'oh , 1868 : 
reprinted by Historical Society of Port Elizabeth and Walmer , 
1969 . ) 

Kannemeyer , D.VI., How Burghersdorp became the CapitaJ, of the Albert 
District . (Albert Times , Burghersdorp , 1898 . ) Cory LElrary . 

Miller, T., Considerations on the Exact 
( George Greig, Cape Town, 1831 . ) 
Town. 

Position of the Slave Questicn . 
South African Library, Cape 

Smith, A., Report of the Expedition for Exploring Central Africa, 
f rom the Cape of Good Hope . (Government Gazette Office , 
Cape Town, 1836 . ) Cory Library . 

(Smith, A. ), Catalogue of the South African 1duseum: r,:)w exhibiting 
in the Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly. Tne property of a soci ety 
Entitled "The Cape of Gooe Hope Association for Exploring 
Central Africa" . (Smith , Elder & Co ., London, 1837 . ) 
Photo- ccpy in Cory Library. 
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I X. Unpublished Theses 

Crankshaw, G.B., The Diary of C. L . Stretch. A Critical Edition 
and Appraisal . (M.A. Thesis , Rhodes University, 1960 . ) 

Coetzee, J .A., Aidelingsrade as instell ings vir landelike bestuur 
i.n Suid Afrika . (M.A. Thesis , University of Sc.<th Africa , 
no date . ) 

Frye, J., The South African Commercial Advertiser and the Ea . .ltern 
Frontier, 1834- 1847 , an examinaticn of the ways in which, 
and the sources from which , it reported frontier conflicts . 
(M.A . Thesis, Rhodes University , 1968 . ) 

Smuts , P.J., The Lieutenant-Governorship of Andries Stockens+rom. 
(M.A. Thesis , Univercity of Cape Town, 1940 .) 

Sole, D. B., The Separation Movement and the Demand for Resident 
Government in the Eastern Province (comprising a record ot 
poli tical opinion in the Province during the half century, 
1828-1878) . (M.A. Thesis , Rhodes University College , 1939 . ) 

Stead, J.L ., The Development and Failure of the Eastern Cape 
Separatist Movement with special reference to John Paterson. 
(M.A. Thesis, Rhodes Univ"rsity , 1974 . ) 

Taylor, N.H., The Separation l.Iovement during the period of 
Repre sentative Government at the Cape , 1854- 1872 . (M.A. Thesis, 
Univerzity of Cape Town, 1938. ) 

Urie, J .M., A critical st~dy of the evide~oe of Andries Stockenstrom 
before the Aborigines Committee in 1835 , viewed in the light 
of his previous statements and policies . (M.A. Thesis , 
Rhodes University, 1953.) 

Venter, P.J. , Notes on Cape Administration( 1806-1910 . 
36, Cory Library , Rhodes University . ) 

(Microfilm 

Wagenaar, E. J .C., A Forgotten Frontier Zone 
in the Stormberg Area , between 1820 and 
Rhodes University, 1974 .) 

Settlements and Reactions 
1860 . (M.A. Thesis , 

Wit comb , J.D., Emigration from Great Britain to South Africa 
1820 to 1840 . (M.A. Thesi s , University of Birmingham, 1953 . 
Microfilm 93, Cory Library. ) 

X. Modern Printed Works 

Breitenbach, J . J. , The Development of the Secretaryship to the 
Government at the Cape of Good Ho. e uniier Jol'm J:ontagu, 
1843- 52 . (Archiy(!s Year Book , 1959, Vol. II.) 

Brookes , E.If., The History of Native Policy in So-~th Africa from 
1830 to the Present Day . (Prctoria, 1927 .) 
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Broolces , E . H. and Webb, C. de B. A Hi story of Natal. (?ietermaritzblu'g, 
1965 . ) 

Cambridge History of the British Empire , Vol. VIII . (Cambridge , 
1936. ) 

Cory, Sir G. , The Rise of South Africa. (London, 1930 . ) Vols. I-V; 
Vol. VI in Archives Year Bonk 

C~upland, R., The British Anti-Slavery Movement. (London, 1933 .) 

de Kiewiet, C.W., The I mperial Factor in South Africa . A study in 
Politics and Econo' . .ics. (Cambridge, 1937 . ) 

de Kiewiet, C. W. , History of South Africa . Social and Economic . 
(London, 1946 . ) 

Denoon, D., with Balam Nyekc and the advice of J .B. Webster, 
Southern Africa since .1000 . (London, 1972 . ) 

Dickason, G.B. , Irish Settlers to the Cape. A history of the 
Clanwilliam 1820 Settl ers from Cork Harbour . (Ca ·~e Town, 1973 . ) 

Dracopoli, J .L ., Sir Andries Stockens trom, 1792- 1864 . (Cape To;vu, 
1 969. ) 

Duly, L .C., British Land Policy at the Cape, 1795- 1844 : A Study 
o:f Administrative ProJedures in the Empire. (Durham, U.S .A., 
i968. ) 

Duminy, A. H., The Role . c Sir Andries Stockenstrom in Cape Politics, 
1 846- 56 . (Archives Year Boole , 196C, Vol. II . ) 

Du Plessis, J., A History of Christian Missions in South A:frica . 
(London, 1911 .) 

Du TOit, A.E., The Cape Frontier : A Study of Native Policy, 
1847-66. (Archive. s Year Book, 1954, Vol. I.) 

Edwards, I .E ., The 182C Settlers in South Africa~ A Study in 
British Colonial Policy. (London, 1934.) 

Edwards, I.E., Towards Ewancipa t i on - a Study in South African 
Slavery. (Cardiff, 1942 . ) 

Edwards, J ., Reminiscences of the Early Li:fe and Missionary Labours 
o:f the Rev . John Edwards , Fifty Years a Wesleyan Missionary 
in South Africa. (~ondon, 1886 . ) 

Egerton, H.E., A Short History of British Colorual Policy , 
1 606- 1909 . (Lond on, 1932. ) 

Eybers , G.vr., ed ., Select COllDtitutional DocU]1lents 11:ustratir.g 
South African History, 1795- 1910 . (London , 19li:l.) 

F: 'yer, A. K., The Gave rnmen t of the 
The Age of Imperial Reform. 
Vol. I.) 

Cape of Good Hope , 1825-54 
(Archives Year Book, 1964 , 
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Galbraith, J.S., Reluctant Empire : British Policy on the South 
African Frontier, 1834-1854·. (Berkel ey , California, 1963. ) 

Godfrey , D., The Enchanted Door . A di scourse on Africana book­
c ollecting, with notes on fafloUS collectors , collections 
and books . (Cape Town, 1963 . ) 

Goodfellow, C. F., Great Britain and South African Confederation, 
1870- 1881 . (cape Town, 1966.) 

Green, L.P., History of Local Government i n South Africa. (Cape 
Town, 1957. ) 

Grundlingh, M.A.S., The Parliament of the Cape of Good 
Special Reference to Part~ Poli tics , 1872-1910. 
Year Book , 1969, Vol . II .) 

Hope, with 
(P.,rchj_ ves 

Hal ford , S . J., The Griquas of Griqualand. A historical na-.. ra tj. "re 
of the Griqua People . Their rise, progress and decl~ne . 

(Cape Town, n . d .) 

Hockly, H.E. , The Story of the British Settlers of 1820 in South 
Africa . (Cape Town, 1957. ) 

HU'1t, K.S., The Development of Munici pal Government in the Eastern 
Province of the Cape of Good Hope , with special reference to 
Grahamsto~~ , 1827-1862. (archives Year Book, 1961.) 

Hunt, K.S., Sir Lowry Cole , Governor of Mauri tius 1823-1828, 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope 1828-1833. A ftudy in 
C oloni~l Administration . (Durban, 1974 . ) 

Immelman, R. F .M., Men of Good Hope. The Cape To¥m Chamber of 
Commerce , 1804-1954 . (cape Town, 1955 . ) 

Jackson, E.M., ed., Laws relating to Divisional Councils of the 
Cape of Good Hope , being a collection of the laws at present 
in force r elating to t hose bodie s , together with an index. 
(Cape Town , 1884 . ) 

Jackson-Haight, M.V., ~uropean Powers and South- East Africa. 
A study of international relations on the South- Eastern coast 
of Africa, 1796-1856 . (I,ondon, 1967.) 

Johnston , H. J .M., British Emigrati on Policy , 1815 - 1830 
"shovelling out paupers ". (Oxford, 1972 . ) 

Kennedy, R.F., Africana Repository. Notes for a Series of Lectures 
given to the Hillbrow Study Centre from March to 11ay, 1964 . 
(Cape Town, 1965 . ) . 

Kilpin , R., The Romance (1' a Colonial Parliament, being a narrative 
of the Parliament and Councils of the Cape of Good Hope from 
the founding of the Colon.y by Van Riebeeck in 1652 tJ the 
Uni on of South Africa i n 19J 0, to which is added a li3t of 
Governors from 1652 to 191CJ and a comple t e list of members 
from 1825 to 1910. (London , 1930.) 
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King, H., Fichard Bourke . (Melryourne, 1971.) 

Kirby, P.R., Si r Andrew Smith, M.D., K.C.B . : HiS Life, Letters and 
Work. (Cape Town, 1965.) 

Le Cordeur , B.A., Robert Godlonton as Architect of Frontier Opinion, 
1850- 57 . (Archives Year Book, 1959, Vol. II . ) 

Lorimer , E.K., Panorama of Port Elizabeth. (Cape Town, 1971.) 

McCracken, J .L., The Cape Parliament, 1854-1910. (Oxford , 1967.) 

MacMillan, M. C., Sir Henry Barkly : Mediator and Moderator, 1815-1898 . 
(Cape Town, 1970.) 

MacMillan, IV .M., The Cape Colour Question A Historical Survey. 
(London, 1927 .) 

MacMillan, W.M. , Bantu, Boer and Briton. The Making of the South 
African Native Problem. (Oxford, 1963 . ) 

Malherbe, E. G., Education in South Africa, 1652-1922. (Cape Town, 
1925 . ) 

Marais, J.S ., The Cape Coloured neople , 1652- 1937. ( Johannesburg, 
1962. ) 

Molteno, P.A., The Life and Times of Sir John Charles Molteno, 
K. C.M. G., First Premier of the Cape Colony, Comprising a History 
of Representative Institutions and Responsible Government at 
the Cape , and of Lo~t Carnarvon ' s Con~ederation Policy, and of 
Sir Bartle Frere ' s High Commissionership of South Africa . 
Vol. 1. (London, 1900.) 

Muller, C. F . J., Die Britse Owerheid en die Groot Trek. (cape Town, 
1947 . ) 

Northcott, C. , Robert Moffa t - Pioneer in Africa, 1817- 1870. 
(Lond on , 1961.) 

lretorius, D.J.J., ed., In the Land of the Settlers. (Grahamstown, 1956 .) 

Redgrave, J.J., Fort Elizabeth in Bygone Days . (Cape Town, 1947.) 

Redgrave, J .J., The Story of the Divisional Council of Port 
Elizabeth, 1856- 1956 . (Fort Elizabeth, 1956.) 

Robinson, A.M.L., None daring to make us afrai d : A s tudy of English 
periodi cal li terl·ture in the Cape Colony fram its beginnings 
in 1 824 to 1835 . (Cape Town, 1962 .) 

Robinson, R. and Gallagher, J., with Denny, A., Africa and the 
Victorians : the off;.cial mind of lI!lperialism. (Lc'ldon, 1961.) 

Schapera, I ., The Khoisan Peoples of South Africa; Bushmen and 
Hottentots. (London, 1960.) 
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S~hutte , C.E . G. , Dr John Philip's Observations Regarding the 
Hottentots of South Africa . (Archives ~ear Book , 1940 , 
Vol. 1.) 

Sellick, W.S . J ., Uitenhage Past and Present . (Uitenhage , ~9 04 . ) 

Smithers , A. J ., The Kaf~ir Wars , 1779- 1877. (London , 1973 .) 

Streak, M., The Afrikaner as Viewed by the Engli sh, 1795-1854 . 
(Cape Town, 1974.) 

Thompson, L.M., ed . , African societies i n Southern Afri ca 
h i .storical studies . (London, 1969 . ) 

Van der Merwe, P. J . , Die Noordwoartse Beweging van die Boere voor 
die Groot Trek (1770-1842) . (Den Haag, 1937 . ) 

Van Jaarsveld, F .A. , The Awakening of Afrikaner Nationalis~, 1868-
1881. (Translated by F.R. Metrowich.) (Cape Town , "-961. ) 

Wal ker , E.A., The Great Trek . (London , 1960. ) 4th editi on . 

Walker, E.A. , A History of Southern Africa . (Londm, 1959 . ) 

Wi :son , M. and Thompson , L., eds ., The Oxford His t ory of South 
Africa . Vol. I . (Oxford, 1970. ) 
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A:PPENDIX A 

Some of the anthors refer_ted to by Chas e in bis series of articles 

on African exploration, and the works by them which were available in 

Cape Town in 1834 . The works mentioned in Section I appear in the 

1825 catalogue of books in the South African Public Library, Cape 

Town, l and those mentioned ~ _n Section II appear in the 1834 catalogue. 2 

Section I - --- -
Barrow, J., An Account of Trave-Ls i n-GO the Interi or of Southern Africa . 

2 vols. (London, 1797 and 1798.) 

Bowdich, T.E . , An Account of the Discoveries of the PortuE@ese in the 
Interior of Angola and Mozambi~ue . (Lond on , 1 824 . ) ) 

Burchell, W. , Travels in the Interior of Southern Africa, 1 810-1812. 
2 vols . (London, 1822 a nd 1824 . ) 

Campbell, J., Travels in South Africa . 2 vols . (London , 1815 .) 

Kolben, P., Account of the Cape of Good Hope and the Hottentots . 
(London , 1731.) 

I e Vaillant, F ., Travels in South Africa , 1780-85 . (London , 1796.) 

Liche~1S tein, H., Travel s i n Southe-rn Africa in the years 1803, 1804 , 
1805 and 1 8 06 . 2 vols . (London , 1812 and 1 81 5 .) 

Thomps on, G., Tr~vels and Adventures in Southern Africa. (London, 18~.)3 

IPringl e , T . , compiler, A Catalogue of the Col lection of Books 
in th= En lish Langt1R e in t he South African ?ublic Li brar' Cape 
Town, Cape of Good Hope . Cape Tovm, 1825 . 

2A. J . Jardine , cOQpiler, A Catalo e of the CollLction of Books 
in the S outh African P~blic Library, Cape of Good Hope . Cape ToVill , 
1 834 .) • 

3Added to the l ibrary after the catalogue was printed.. Title 
wri tten in by ha.'ld . The entry is undated. 
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Section II 

De la Caille, N.L., Caille ' s Travels to Timbuctoo . (London, 1830. ) 

Paterson, W., A Narrative of Four Journeys into the Country of the 
Hottentots ru1d Kaf fraria , in the Years 1777, 1778 and 1779. 

Sal t, 

(London , 1790.) . 

H., A Voyage to Abyssinia , and Travels into the Interior of 
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APPENIJIXB 

Natal 

A.D. 1498. 

Natal, at present the focus of all our colonial interest, a~d probably 

destined to become the scene of important events , on which some of the 

great problems of the law of nat i ons will be practically discussed , 

appears to have been first discovered in 1498 . In that :,,,ar the 

illustrious Vasco De Gama, who tr~nsferred the rich commerce of the 

East from prj.ncely Venice to enterprising Portugal , visited the coasts 

of Southern Africa on his way to India, and passing that por ;ion, the 

object of our present notice , upon Christmas Day, gave to it the name 

it has ever since borne , in honor of the nativity of the Saviour of 

Mankind. 

A.D. 1575 . 

The earliest descripti on of the coa3t and its llTh1ediate vici~ge to be 

met with, is that of Manuel de Mesguitta Perestrello , a Portuguese 

Navigator , dispatched by King Sebastian in 1575 to make ~ marine survey, 

a condensed account of which will be found in Mr . Saxe Bannister 's 

"Humane Policy", in the Appendix No.1, but [ it] is unnecessary to 

i nsert it her~, as we have more recent and better accounts. 

A. D. 1683. 

Th', next notice is found in Hamil ton's East Indies , vol . I, page 9: 

, "I believe the first communication or commerce .•• also many 
sorts of fowls and birds , with ostriches ." , 

A. D. 1684 . 

The navigator Dampier has preserver a very interesting, and somewhat 

detailed description of the country and inhabitants, their manners and 

customs , &c, derived from his friend, Capt . Rogers , who visited it 

several times, whi ch may be seen in Bannister 's work before mentioned, 

in the Appendix 1 - p. vi 

not to be reprinted here . 

but for the reasons before mentioned, need 
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A.D. 1685. 

I n the Dessinean Collection of Manuscripts , to be found in the rubl ic 

Library at Cape Town, is a German work, by one Johan Daniel Butua, 

inti tuled - "A true account anf description of th'l Cape of Good Hope," 

&c ., we find the following notice of Natal -

Speaking of an Expedition of some colonists, who had been authorised 

by ehe Cape Government to trade with the natives in 1684, and who were 

the first to di scover the Kafir people, he says -

, "From the Gous [Cawers, vel Gauritz] River 
small vessel could not safely go in there . " , 

so that a 

I n another manuscript of a similar date, in the same collection, 

called "A short account of the .cerra de Natal" , its harbor is thus 

described: -

, "The River of Natal falls into the Indian Ocean in 30 degrees 
South ••• • • fre'luently visited by Merchant vessels . " , 

A.D. 1686. 

In this year the wreck of the ' Stavenisse' a Dutch vessel , took place , 

an event which led to the purchase of the Natal country by the Dutch 

East India Company, and on ·.··hich purchase the present right of the 

English , to that territory, as representatives of the Dutch Govern­

ment , by conquest and cession, is imagined to be founded . 

The following extract is from a most interesting work in course 

of publication in the Colony '- "THE RECORDS , or a series of Official 

Papers relative to the condition and treatment of the Native Tribes of 

South Africa, compiled, translatec, and edited by D. MOODIE, ESQ., 

LIEU'I . R.N. ," which shews, from a series of uninterrupted and authentic 

documents , running through a period of nearly two centl ',ries, preserved 

in the Archives of the Cape ColoUJ', the practical results upon the 

aborig:4."le" of the migration of Europeans into barbarous regions. 

'Extracts of Declaration of W. FJ\Yff, in Castle of Goc1 Hope , 
24 th March, 1687 . I, the undersigned, Willem Kr.yf:f , •• • 
while we suffered from want, ' 
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In this deplorable condition they resolved on the arduous 

undertaking of building a vessel uut of the materials of the wre0k, 

and of such as could be obtained of native growth. This vessel is 

t nus described and ;_ts departure recorded :-

'Their vessel being at last completed . • • waves of t~le sea and 
of' :f artune. I 

On the 18th April (1687) following , the Council at the Cape 

r ecord the safe arrival of these bold adventurers. It sets fo r th:-

' The Captain of that vessel, ••• they conjectured it to be 
gold • • •. Having found that the vessel was about 25 tons • •• 
at six guilders per muid.' 

A few months afterwards , viz ., i n November, the company resolved to 

send this l ittle vessel back, on a voyage in search of the seamen 

s till missing. The official dispatch thus gives the result of this 

voyage : -

' We did not l ong detain in inacGivity the little vessel 
during all the time of their abude in that country. ' 

The accounts which were brought to the Cape by these people of 

t he amazing fertility and strange productions of Natal , seem to have 

excited the curiosity as well as the cupidity of the Council , and 

hence they resolved to send another vessel, the Noord, to make 

furthe r discoveries at Natal, and along the coast to the east . 

The despatch of the Council, dated April 15 , 1689 , states:-

' The commander, being meantime disinclined to keep the galliot 
men still mis sing of the crew of the Stavenisse .' 

This vessel having reached De La Goa on the 29th December, and 

having 

' Fully completed the s~,ey • •• • remained on the beach.' 

These persons gave much information respecting the Natal country 

and the inhabitants, whioh at this time a-day it is not a l i ttle 

amusing to peruse . They state, among other marvels : -

' One may travel 200 or 300 mylen • •• taken down from -'"he mouths 
[ of our men]. ' 

I n a subsequent despatch, the council thus state , specifically 

the objects of the voyage:-
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'It was unanimously resolved to send the galiot Noord •• • 
which have been ordered with regard to Natal .' 

The instructions actually Given to the offi cers of the Galiot 

were : -

' Watching a fitting opportUT~ty • •• a char t of it drawn by the 
~uartermaster Comelis Heremans .' 

The result of this negotiation is thus given: -

'On the 4th December [ the Noord] arrived before the Bay of Natal 
and fully as many in its entrance .' 

This vessel was unfortunately soo~ afterwards wrecked not far 

from De laGoa [Algoa] Bay. The )articulars of this catastrophe are 

thus narrated: -

' Having on the day following the 16th , ••• through which we 
have re~uently travelled . ' 

Thus ended this unfortunate expedition; and upon which in a 

note the Council thus remark:-

' The galiot appears to have been shamefully thrown away . . . 
so unfortunately lost th- .;.r lives . ' 

A. D. 1705 . 

The permanent purchase thus supposed t o have been effected , i t 

seems was denied by the successor of the chief who alienated his 

patrilineal possessions . 

John Maxwell in hi s account of the Cape of Good Hope i n 1 ;06 

(published in London, in 1715) , says , -

, "At the Cape I met with one Joanis Gerbrantzer, ••• having 
no orders concerning it from the Company" '. 

'Jpon the general question of the sale of lands, by savages to 

European adventurers, the following pertinent remarks b''- Hugh Murray 

in his "Historical Account of Discoveries and Travels i n Africa," 

by the lat, Dr . Leyden, are worthy of attention. He observes, 

speaking of similar transactions at Sierra Leone :-

, "Much more formidable obst3.cles presented themselves in 
re,wning that right which he abandoned without reflection. " -
Vol 2, p. 260. ' 
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A..D. 1719. 
Natal about this time seems to have been commonly resorted to 

for the purpose of purchasing slaves, and several English vesselS, 

some of extraordinary small to.mage, visited the coast for that 

nefarious purpose. 

One Robert Drury, who pl<b1ished his adventures about this 

time, says:-

I "Here we traded for slaves , with 1a:!:'ge brass rings or 
rather collars, and sev'ra1 other commodities. In a fortnight 
we purchased 74 boys and girls," &c. I 

On the 23rd of December, of this year, order s were addressed 

from Holland to the Cape Gover.unent to establish factories, both at 

Dela Goa and Natal Bays , which were carried into effect in 1721, but 

on the 19th of April, 1729, directions were sent out to abandon the 

latter-named place, ane", it no where appears that any subsequent 

attempt was ever made , either to claim, re-occupy, or recognize the 

territory in question, on the part of the Dutch, as a dependency. 

In the interval, be~veen these years, several interesting 

journies were made overland from De 1a Goa to Natal, and from thence 

to the Cape Colony, especia~ly one by Lieut. Monas , the Commandant 

of De 1a Goa, in 1727. 

A complete history of occurrences at both these settlements is 

to be found in the Archives of the Colonial Office at Cape Town, 

under the following dates:-

23rd December , 1719 18th December, 1725 

5th July, 1721 12th January, 1726 

21st " " 3rd July, " 
11th October, " 17th September, " 
9th November " 26th December, " 
6th March , 1722 31st December, " 
15th December, " 27th August, 2.727 

15th June, 1723 18th October, " 
26th January, 1724 27th " " 
21st August , " 19th January, 17~8 

22nd " " 31st Jamtary, " 
l:;th December, " 11th August, " 
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17th January, 1725 12th January, 1729 

29th March , " 14th April, " 
13th " " 15th " " 
9'~h July, " 22nd October, 1729 

lOth " u 2nd May , 1731 

26th S8ptember, " 19th " " 

In 1755 

The Doddington, an English Ea3t India Ship, was wrecked on one of 

the Bird Islands, situated near Cape Padron, in Algoa Bay, and after 

a seven months residence on that rocky spot , the survivors, having 

built a small vessel, called the "Happy Deliverance , " made their 

€ocape on the 16th February, 1756 . On the 15th of March they safely 

anchored the little craft in one of the Rivers of the Natal coast , in 

t wo and a half fathom; and on the 6th of April following they also 

put into the River St . Lucia, the Omvalozie of the Zoolahs . The 

particulars of their voyage - their intercourse with the natives - and 

the appearance of the country - maj' be seen in Bannister, Appendix 1 -

!J xxxiii . 

From this period up to 1806 , several wrecks took place upon the 

coast. 

A.D. 1782. 

Amongst these melancholy events was that of the Grosvenor 

Indiaman, in 1782 , but no attempts were made to settle, although the 

descendants, both of Eurcpeans and Lascars , who escaped from those 

fr:·.ghtful catastrophes, a re stil.L distinctly traceable among the 

inhabitants up to the present day . 

A.D. 1806. 

The Cape Colony fell into the hands of the British government 

by its conquest in 1806, upon which the then Colonial Governor 

surrendered "the whole 0': the settlement of the Cape of Good Hope 

with all its dependancies, and all the rights and privi leges held 

and exercised by the Batavian Governlnent." (footnote: Article 1st 

of capitulation proposed tc and accepted by Lieut. General Jansens , 

18th January, 1806 . ) What was meant at the time by the term 

' dependancies' - for except Natnl and De la Goa - the Colony nevar 
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held anything approaching to such a.designation - does not appear, 

and whether the expression was a mere technicality, common to a ll 

such documents , and used, of course , - or whether it included those 

old and temporary settlements , relin'luished seventy years bef)re , 

is a point over which much ink and perr~ps some gunpowder may yet 

be expended. 

A.D. 1815. 

Whatever the rights conveyed by the capitulation of 1806 were , 

they were fully and finally confirmed in 1815 , at the Treaty of PariS , 

when the Cape Colony was for ever ceded to Great Britain, but still 

without any description of , or expressed reference to the "dependencies", 

in 'luestion. 

A.D. 1823. 

In the latter part of the year 1823, Lieut . FaI'well , of the 

Roya~ Navy, and Mr Alexander Thorr~on , a merchant of Cape Town, 

impressed with an idea that a lucrative traffic might be successfully 

carried on along the Eastern Coast of Africa , accompanied LL'ut . 

King, R.N. , of the Salisbury, on a voyage to the East coast . Having 

arrived in the neighbourhood where they int ended to comm'. Ice operations, 

they attempted several parts , when i t appeared impossible to land . 

The boats were then sent on shore at st . Lucia , on the coast of Fumos ; 

but Mr Farewell ' s upset, and he , although considerably bruised , 

miraculously escaped being drowned . Several days later, Mr Thomson 

met with a similar aCCident , his boat being overwhelmed when nearly 

a mile from the beach; they all gained the shor e by swimming, except 

three poor fel l ows who perished in the attempt . The party now 

determined on abandoning tIns place , their views being directed to 

another quarter: several weeks havi ng elapsed , they ran into Port 

Natal, but the voyage proving altogether UIilluccessful, they returned 

to the Cape of Good Hope . The Salisbury and Julia , its tender , were 

t he first vesse l s that entered that port during the 1ife-tL~e of the 

oldest inhabitants . 

A.D. 1824 . 

In the following year Lieut Farewell induced a party -,f about 

2r, persons to join him from the Cape, having conceived the idea that 
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an establishment at Natal woult! supersede the commerce of the 

Portuguese at De la Goa Bay, and the neighbouring settlements, and 

attract it towards his own little colony. Lieut. King at this time, 

joined the intrepid adventurer, and in order to procure supplies and 

excite an interest in their embryo settlement, proceeded to England 

for t he purpose . Anxious to promotE:; the welfare of his promising 

set~lement, Farew~ll now endeavoured also to pr ocure the patronage 

and recognition of the new colony by the Government, and he addressed 

the then Governor of' the Cape, Lord Charles Somerset, expllLining his 

views and prospects in the following communication. 

, "Cape Town, May 1, 1824. 

Reply to the last letter. 

"Colonial Office, May 5 , 1824 . 

To His Excellency the Governor ." 

To Mr. Farewell" , 

Letter from Mr Farewell to the Governor of the Cape. 

"Port Natal , September , 1824 . To His Excellency the Governor" 

A.D. 1824 . 

Farewell's party of settlers finding the country about Natal in 

every direction completely depopulated, and the Zoola sovereign, 

Chaka, so absorbed in his warlike and predatory expeditions , and 

aband oned to a thirst of Uh'versal conquest as to be careless of trade, 

soon became disappointed , and a schism took place between them, which 

ended in their separation, and the abandonment of the place by all 

but Farewell. Expec.ting to be able to convince Chaka of the ad­

vantages of commerce , and to establish a trade wi th the western tribes, 

he dispatched several missionaries in that direction, b~t the ~uarrels 

in which he had been engaged wit_1 his associates had a very serious 

influence on his enterprise, especially with Chaka, whose shrewdness 

enabled him to take advantage of the absurd but very na+ural 

differences among the European party, which being composed of 

heter0genous materials and impatient of all control, carried with it 

the seed of its own dissolution. 

The history of the tribes found by Farevlell and his party in 

possess,i.on of the country of and around Natal , derived from Mr. 

H. Fynn, bas been thus given by Major Charters , and can b:J depended 

upon:-

'I"'1 the year 178C a chief 01' the name of Tingeswio ... not 
less tr~n 1,000,000 human beings were destroyed by him. ' 
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The character of the Chief of the Zoolahs, [ or Zulus] and 

the extent of his conquests, has dlso been described by Farewell 

himself:-

1 "History perha-Js does not furnish an instance ••• otherwise 
he is sure to be put to death ." , 

While Farewell was making these effor ts to establish himself 

at Natal, Capt . King completed his voyage to England, laid befcre 

the Admiralty his plan of t he harbor, and on his return, rejoined his 

old companion. In doing thiE he lost his vessel, the Mary , at the 

entrance of the port, and after combating every kind of privation , 

inseparable to the situation of a voluntary exile beyond the p~le of 

civilization, he sunk under the ravages of disappointment , fatigue, and 

wClnt of proper nourishment ill 1828 . The grave of this gallant officer 

is still to be seen on t he southern point of the bay. 

A.D. 1826. 

Out of the wreck of the Mary the colonists of Natal constructed 

a small vessel, which they named "The Chaka", in honor of the 

hlonster reigning at Natal . This vessel succeeded in reaching Algoa 

Bay, but was seized and refused a Register, after every exertion 

being made, on the ground that she was built in a FCREIGN PORT - thus 

at once repudiating the claim over that place as a dependency of 

the Cape, - a view which has steadily been kept up by the home 

government all along, and by the Colonial authorities , t o within a 

few weeks of the present time . The Custom ' s Officers have always 

levied the foreign duty cf 10 per cent. upon produce from Natal , and 

it i s only now admitted at the British rate by a recent order of the 

governor 's. 

A.D. 1828. 

Chaka at this time became anxious to open a political connpxion 

with the Cape and the English Governments , and for this purpose 

dispatched, along with L~eut. King , two ambassadors , to represent 

his wants and express his desire of friendship, one of whom was 

commissioned to proceed to the King of England . From ca'-"Oles , over 

which much uncertainty pre,ails , these people were not allowed to 

iroceed beyond Port Elizabeth, in Algoa Bay - a place at that time, 

from its infant state, and the "bsence of all military pomp and parade, 
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not at all calculated to inspire the savage envoys with that opinion 

of "ur power with which it could have been advisable to impress them. 

They were soon shipped on board the Helicon to their native shores, 

indignant at their discourteous treatment, and harboring fee"Lings of 

no great good will to the" Colony or its Representative, who had 

brought them down, and to whom Chaka had granted previous t o his 

sailing, the territory of Natal:- but why and in what way Farewell ' s 

previous grant had been vitiated or recalled does not appear. King's 

grant is dated February, 1828, and its authenticity sworn before a 

Colonial magistrate in July, 1828. The following is a copy of the 

document:-

'At Chaka ' s principal Residence , Umbololi, Feb. 1828 -
Quod Attestor John Anty. Chabaud, Notary Public. ' 

A. D. 1829 . 

In 1829 Mr Saxe Bannister, the late Attorney G'neral of New 

South Wales , felt induced to join Lieut . Farewell's speculation and 

sett~ement, and in the month of May, of that year, he addressed the 

following summary view of himself and co- adjutor to His MajEsty ' s 

Secretary of State for the Colonies : 

, "Cape Town, May 12, 1829 . "To the Secretary 0': State &c' 

The reply to this communication from the Secretary of State 

was that, -

, "His Maj esty ' s government do not perceive that such advantages 
would accrue to the public by adopting these suggestions, as 
would counter balance the expense, and other inconveniences , 
which must inevitably attend the formation of a new settlement 
at Port Natal. " , 

The decided opinion expressed by this legal authority - the 

ci- devant Attorney General of New South Wales - that "I submit the 

law to be clear . It [ Natal] is no part of the Colony of the Cape 

of Good Hope and its dependencies , "" and the ground on which that 

opinion is come to is assuredl y deserving of some cor$ideration in 

our relatior$ with that place. 

On Mr Bannister's pr Jposition the following judicious remarks 

were made by the Editor of the Graham' s Town Journal on the 3rd of 

August, 1832 , and re- printed , with some additions, in his wl'rk, 

"j._ Narrative of the I=uption of the Kafir Hordes into the Eastern 
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Province of the Cape of Good Hope, " 1834- 5, page 163 et seq . 

'The question of the occupation of Port Natal may elsewhere 
be matter of u-~profitable speculation • . • take formal 
possession of Natal , before it be too late .' 

So far the Graham ' s Town Journal to which is added in the ' Narrative ':-

'To this powerful argument we shall only add ••• by no less 
than one hundred and twenty rivers . ' 

The atrocities of Chaka, which had become unendurable , and the 

ambi tion of his brother , a·~ length produced the destruction of that 

sar.",;uinary chief . During a conversation with his council Dingaan 

t reacherously stabbed him i n the back, and was almost immediately 

afterwards p:>:"oclaimed his succ',ssor , to run through a career even 

more deeply stained with human blood than that which had preceded it . 

In the month of Jtuy the enterprising Farewell left Graham's 

Town with Messrs. Thacl-wray, Sen. and Walker, and about thirty 

Hottentots, wi th the intention of returning t o his settlement at the 

port. Having reached the missionary station of IHr Shepstone , in 

the chief Faku ' s country, without any impediment, and rested a sho~~ 

time from t heir fatigue, they resumed t heir journey. Shortly after 

they fel l in with John Cap: , late Ambassador f r om Chaka , w·no was on 

his way to the Colony, with a fine elephant's tooth, as a present to 

the Governor from t he brother and successor to Chaka . Being desirous 

of company, Cane signified his intention of proceeding to Mr 

Shepstone ' s station, to place the tooth in his care, and return with 

the party to Natal . With this view he hastened off in hopes of 

accomplishing his object . In th~ mean time, a chief, named QU2tO, 

and who was capitain under Chaka , hearing of the approach of the 

travellers, dispatched a deputation with two bullocks as a peace­

offering , with an earnest request that they would sojot:"n with him 

during their stay in his t erritory. This invitation was accepted ; 

and tile unsuspected travell ers were gre eted with every demonstration 

of welcome, and the chief, as a color to his Sincerity: provided a 

plentiful repast for his weary guests . Confident of their safety , 

the sttangers retired to their tent ; and at the hour of midnight, 

while wrapt in sleep , the treacherous Queto rose upon hiE ~offendinf, 

guests, and basely murdered Fsrewell , Thackwray, Walker , and two 

Hottentots. The motive alleged for this outrage was , that the party 



211 

on i ts arrival at the residence of the Zool a chief Dingaan would 

most likely be employed in some a -ctack upon this chief . Queto so:ne 

time after was destroyed at the Omzimvooboo River . 

A.D. 1830 - 1832 . 

Subsequent to t he massacre of Farewel l and his party , Port Natal 

was visited by several British traders from the Colony, amongst whom 

may be especially mentioned the Messrs. Cawood' s and Collis . The 

former proceEded thithEr in ]532 , and, in the course of a few months , 

coll ected produce, chiefly ivory , worth £2 ,000 sterling, with which 

t hey returned in safety to the Colony . Mr James Collis precedea the 

Cawood's several months, and had, at the period of their arri val, 

fu,de considerable procress towards fixing himself firmly on the spot. 

He afterwards visited the Colony, giving the most flattering des­

cription of his adopted country , in respect of its fe r tility, the 

friendly disposi tion of the natives and the capabilities of the place 

for colonization ar~ trade. In March, 1834, he again departed from 

Graham ' s Town, with 12 wagons , heavily laden with necessaries and 

~lerchandiz e , and carried on a succeseful speculation . On the 24th 

of t he following September , however, this zealous pioneer of 

ci vilization, who was most g3nerally esteemed by everyone of a 

numerous acquaintance of his brother settlers of 1820 was destroyed 

by an explosion, occasioned by incautiously snapping the lock of a 

musket over a barrel of powder in his store , by which several persons 

were at the same time killed along with himself . 

A.T!. 1832. 

The little settlement now proceeded with chequered fortunes '. 

In 1832 , in cor~equence of some alarming reports of treacherous 

int entions on the part 0:- Dingaan, raised by a chief named Jacob , 

the settlers cor~idered it prudent for a time to abandon the neigh­

bourhood of the port, upon which, Mr Fynn, who had originally be0n 

one of the party of Fare'nell, and others were pursued and robbed of 

t heir cattle . Shortly after their return they demanded the 

restitution of their property, which Dingaan would only promise upon 

the condition that seven c}~efs, who had taken r efuge frL:n his 

~ruelties with the English, should be destroyed . This was , of 

cours e , refus ed and the chiefs apprised of the i r danger , when t£=y 
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prudently fled. 

A.D. 1833 . 

I n the following year (1833) DiIlg3.an ' s troops, returning from 

a marauding expedition against the noted f r eebooter N' Capai, fell i n 

with and attacked some Hottentots with wagons . The news of this event , 

probably exaggerated, reached Natal, and settlers suspicious that this 

was the earnest of further hostilities, in consequence of the flight 

cl the 7 chiefs, fired upon the forces as they passed the port. 

Upon this Dingaan ordered all his people to remove to the l:orth- east 

of the Tugola River , which movement indicating warlike views , the 

settlers again fled and sat down wast of the Omzimvooboo River; but , 

after a few months Dir~aan invited them back , apologizing for the 

attack upon the Hottentots as unintended : Jacob, the author of these 

misunderstandings, and several other chiefs , he punished with death . 

The extreme droughts, frequently experienced along the northern 

front:er of the Colony, had induced, for many years before, a number 

of the Dutch farmers to cross the Great or Orange River from time to 

time with their cattle in search of pasture , and as the country in that 

direction was but sparely occupied, and that chiefly by Gr'quas , 

intruders like themselves , several of them at last, follow~ng the 

Griqua ' s example , settled down altogether . In the early part of 1832 

Capt . Stockenstrom estimated their n~bers at about 200 families , in 

all somewhat more than 1,000 souls , who had fixed their abode along 

the Kraai River , and the south branch of the Gariep . These people , 

accrrding to his statement to the authori ties , at that time cherished 

no i deas of an independent government, - they visited the Colon,;' t o 

pay taxes , aud to participate in the rites and consolations of • 

religion. They were so anxious for their recognition as subjects 

that , on a visit to Capt . Stockenstrom, a short time previous, they 

expressed disappointment he had not come to fix some political agent 

i n the shape of a Landdrost or Civil Commissioner amongst them. 

Captain Stockenstrom expressed himself 011 this subject with great 

justice and good sense , that -

, "S"clch emigration from t:,e Colony . • .. means of subsistence 
and life itself . " , 

r 
I 
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The effect of the intrusic~ of the boers at this time , i nto that 

country, was also then defended by the same authority -

I "The black native tribes 
will b" our own fault . " I 

A. D. 1834. 

if they destroy the natives it 

In 1834 , a missionary of ~he name of Kolbe , made an official 

r epresentation that there were , at that time, removed across the northern 

boundary 1120 families, who had in their possession 200 slavp.s . This 

representation, the accuracy of what was doubted and laid to the credit 

of extreme credulity in the gentleman who cOIDIDuruoated the intelligence , 

and :oad besides, received a positive contradiction by affidavit, from 

a late' slave of one of the emigrints, was, however , with praiseworthy 

zeal followed up by the Cape Government . Capt . Armstrong of the Cape 

Cor ps , was commissioned to take a force and sei ze the slaves , whose 

abduction was thus denou·.!ced; but it appears from the printed papers 

on this subject from the officer employed on the expedition, from 

Lt .-Col . Somerset , the Commandant of Kaffraria , and from CapitaiL 

Campbell , the Ciyil Commissiot:e,.. of Albany, that only 14 slaves had 

been taken away, that they went with their own consent; that 10 of 

these belonged to one indiv; :'ual , and that a number of Hottentots, 

the reputed "ill- used and oppressed " people of the "cruel Boers" , 

although told they might return with the military party , chose to 

remain with their hard- task-·masters , the self- expat[ r]iated frontier 

farmers . - (Vide, Military Correspondence , Oct. 10 , Nov. 7, 14 , 

21 - 1834 . ) 

Dr. Andrew Smith , the intelLigent and indefatigable natur~list 

and traveller , who had visited Natal in 1832 , reported so favorably 

of its capabilities for emigration, that public attention was at this 

t ime forcibly attracted to the place . The co~equence (~ this was the 

t ransmission of a Memorial to the Home Government , signed by 192 

Merchants and others of Cape Town, requesting that Natal might be 

colonized . To thi s Memorial , some able notes upon the ,ountry , was 

appended from the pen of Dr . S . But the Government, however, refused , 
again to listen to any overtures of the kind, and Natal remained 

subject to all those irregularities whi ch mark commUIritier: of men 

unrestrained by law in the vicjility of savages , who knew no control 

to thbre ~heirJ passions . With what ease and small expense this place 

J 
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CJuld then have been taken possession of, and its p [r]Omise will appear 

by the following extract from Dr . Smith ' s Notes:-

'Parag . 9 . - l~ooking therefore to the featur8s of the country ... 
Cape Town, 6th May , 1834 .' 

The f ollowing is the official negative put upon tho Merchants ' 

Petition, received the following year:-

'Colonial Office , Cape Town, 12th March , 1835 . ••• (Signed) 
John Bell. ' 

The good faith towards , and the dependence on the Colony at this 

time felt by the farmers, may be gathered from the fact , that one of 

these voluntary exiles , at this period, appli ed to Mr . Rawstorne , 

t he Civil Commissioner of Colesberg, to enregister a slave , born 

beyond the boundar y , which was , of course, refus ed to be entertained 

by the Registrar . 

The active party, of whom Mr Kolbe had been the recent instrument, 

eager to grasp any circumstance to !<eep alive the all- potent non­

s'_avery cry, and t o impugn tJle character of the colonists , had for some 

time before, laid to their charge that they had introduced from beyond 

t he frontie r , Bechuana childr 3n as slaves - an accusation, at once 

denied by Capt . Stockenstrom - certainly an authority , when in favor 

of his countrymen - who in a letter to D.M. PerCival , Es~ . Clerk to 

the Council, dated , 20 Feb ., 1827, deSignates it as a "vis ionary idea 

of their beillg enslaved or substituted for slaves ." Notwi thstanding 

which grave and authori tative proof of innocence , this charge has been 

r ei terated year after year , and i~ now transferred from the inhabit­

ants within the Colony t o the Farmers at Natal. 

The close of 1834 wi~nessed the unprovoked but long conspired 

i nvasion of the Col ony by the Kafir t ribes , the r esult of which was the 

plunder and almost destruction of a peaceable and unoffending peo)le , 

whose whole intercourse wjth the barbarians had been directed to 

civilize , conciliate , and christianize them. On this occaSi on, 5 ,715 

horses, 111 , 930 cattl e , 161 , 930 sheep and goats were carried off; 

456 houses were reduced to ashes , 300 were pillaged, 58 w, <.gons destroyed , 

amountil:'..g to the valu~ of £300,000 sterling , and 44 lives mercilessly 

s~crificed by the savages . 
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This wide spread and murderous desolation, inflicted ur~n 7,000 

BritLsh subjects, was however justified by the then Secretary of State 

for the Colonies, Lord Glenelg . Deceived by a party of meddling 

enthusiasts , set on by individuals, who had their pri,~te ends to 

serve, - who would see nothing but what was amiable in black skins, 

and oppressive and cruel L'. white - he, the natural protector of his 

Sovereign ' s lieges, abandoned his charge, and by lending his ear to 

irresponsible informers , gravely put upon record the following monstrous 

and baseless opinion:-

'That throu~h a long series of year •.• not the victori ous 
party. ' 

This public expression, by such a high and influential authority, 

and the subsequent dismissal of Sir Benjamin D' Urban from the Govern­

ment of the Colony, had an immediate effect upon the Dutch fRrmers , who 

began to prepare for a most extensive abandonment of their native 

homes, i ndignant at having insult added to injury, an~ every pr ospect 

of relress thus at once cut off . 

A.D. 1835 . 

Natal was visited in 1835 by Capt . Allen Gardiner of the Royal 

Navy , a near relative of Lord Bexley . This gentleman, iTh~:essed with 

the belief he could effect the religious conversion of the Zoolah 

nation, established friendly r elati(;ns with Dingaan, who , however , he 

describes as an atrocious miscreant; and although that chief would not 

listen to the erection of a mission near his own village or kraal , 

he permitted him to fix an institution at the port itself, to which the 

name of Berea was given, where about 2,500 natives were settlec under 

the English residents . Wit h rather mor e zeal than humanity he entered 

into the following treaty wIth the despot, wher eby he agreed that in 

future all deserters from Dingaan should be given up, and which he 

actually carried out by surrenderiur; with his own hand several of 

t hose unfortunates, who were put to a s low and cruel death: -

'A treaty conclu.ded between Dingaan, King of the Zoolus and the 
British Residents at Port Natal: - •.•. Signed ••• 
Allen. F. Gardiner. ' 

On the 23rd of the following Jun8 the inhabitants of the port , 

havi ng founded a town and made a nunber of Regulations, addr~ssed a 
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petition to Sir Benjamin D'Urba-.l, begging that he would transmit their 

prayer for His Majesty ' s recognition of ~he settlement. To this 

however, the home government, still stedfast in their former resolution, 

refused to accede . Sir Benjamin, however, in the interim, pledged 

himself to send an officer to be in authority in iL,e place of Capt . 

Gardiner during his absence to England, where he proceeded to procure 

the recognition of the settlement:-

'Petition of the Householders of the Town of D'Urban ••• will 
ever pray.' 

'His Britannic Majesty ' s ~overnor of the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope , to the Chief of t he Zoclus, Jlingaan • •• Benj . D' Urban . 
••• 5th day of December , 1835. ' 

On the 13th July Dingaan rledged his royal word to cede to 

Gardiner and the people at Natal what had been already purchased in 

1689 by the Dutch Government, and then again given, first to Farewell, 

then to King ana. afterwerds to Collis, viz. all the territory between 

the Tugela and OEZimcoolu Rivers, and as far back from the coast as 

the Quathlamba Mountains , about 15,000 square miles . 

The florid representations of Mr. Collis on his several visits 

to the Colony of his favoritp. Natal had had some considerable effect 

upon the Dutch Colonists of :he frontier . At this time too - smarting 

under the recent invasion and irritated by the Abolition Act, which, 

they a:Lleged , deprived them of their slaves for an inadequate 

compensation, and denied the enactment of a law to repress vagrancy, 

which had become an intolerable evil, although such a law they 

considered was pledged to them by the government when it wished to 

pacify them for the loss of their slaves (Footnote : Col. Wade ' s 

Guarantee for a Vagrant Law • . _. Circular dated Govt. House , 7th Jan., 

1834.) - the Boers began now earnestly to contemplate em;.gration 

beyond the Colonial boundaries. A small party had inOeea been sent 

out to explore and report upon the interior, before t he Rafir invasi on, 

from which it ret-=ed after that event, and, no doubt, their repre­

sentations increased the desire which was much strengthened by that 

catastrophe . , 
That these grievances were the real cause of the mig.-a.tion a:D.d 

that they were real grievances, I think we may take the opinion of 

Major Sharters, an authority by no means too favorable to the colonists, 
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' Next came the compensation question; •••• quit their prey and 
make off . ' 

A. D. 1835 - 36. 

ThE' war upon the Kafirs, in retaliat ion of their atr0cious 

invasion terminated at the close of the year . The native tribes as 

far eastward as the Kei were incorporated as subjects of His Majesty, 

the te=i tory almexed to the cr<1wn under the name of THE PROVINCE OF 

QUEEN ADELAIDE . The rank and feelings of the Kafir chief were so far 

respected as that they were mostly appointed local functionaries c;nder , 
the British Government . This state of affairs, now designated as the 

D' Ucban system, in contra-distinction to that which was destined so 

soon after to supersede it - the Stockenstrom Policy - lasted for 15 

months ; during which peri od Kafir depredations almost entirely ceased -

the cruel punishment for the reputed crime of witchcraft and other 

heathen superstitions were abrogated - the purchase of wives , the 

fertile caus e of robbery upon the cc1.onists, forbidden; the Kafir 

per,ple were relieved from the gross oppression of the native chiefs, 

and both colonists and Kafirs were happy and contented with the present 

peace and its prospects for the future , which the sagacious and 

benevolent system of Sir Benjamin D'Urban so ably administered by 

Colonel Smith , had produced . 

A.D. 1836 . 

In the early part of this year a select Committee of the House 

of Commons was appointed to inquire into the treatment of aborigines 

in the British Colonies. Messr·s. Buxton, Hardy , Hawes , Bagshaw , 

Holland, Pase, Plumtree, Sir R. S. Donldn, ::iir G. Grey, Messrs . 

Lushington, Baynes, A. JOITlStone , Wilson, Hindly, and Col . Thompson, 

being the members. The proceedings of this Committee had a marked and 

fatal influence upon the Colony. Biassed in favor of the Kafirs, ~nd 

deeply prejudiced agaj~t &he Colonists, every evidence in behalf of 

t he latter , however respectable or trustworthy, was unheeded, while 

the wildest and most extravagant denunciatiOns against them were 

favorably entertained , and e·ren its very report, was ent~~ted to be 

drawn up by the Rev . Br. Philip , the least principled and bitterest 

accuser of the Colonists; a person who , to serve his purpose , did not 
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hesi ta te in one case to suppress, and in another interpolate ',{hole 

pass'J.ges in pnblic papers laid before the COImni ttee, besides being 

guilty of the most shameless fabrications . 

Amongst those who took advantagE of, and fostered the pJpular 

clamour, and whose long ac~uaintance with the colony, and his 

connexion with its government, added weight to his testimony, was 

Capt. (now Sir Andries) Stockenstrom, who, on the 2d of February, was 

appointed Lieut. Governor of the Eastern Districts , and who assumed 

ilis gover=ent armed with the most mischievous instructio:t1s, founded 

on the lamentable delusion he had assisted to produce. 

The purport of Lord Glenelg's despatch of the 26th December , 

1835, already allud.ed to, now be came known in the Colony, and had its 

effect in loosening the affections of the Dutch inhabitants and dis­

gusting the English . The feeling of disappointment and indi6nation 

this created was, however , increased by the appointme~t in question, 

as it appeared to be the reward of his cruel and unjust evidence . 

But it was still further augmented by the knowledge that a bill had 

been smuggled at a late hour through a thin House of the Comm<:ll1s, 

based upon the same misrepresent~tions , and which, to make it still 

more galli ng, was y ' clept, par excellence, "THE CAPE OF (}f;:lD HOPE 

PUNISHMENT BILL" 

'Anno Sexto & Septimo Gulielmi IV Regis •.• to be the Govern­
ment thereof .' 

The practical value of this bungling piece of ultra- philanthropic 

legjslation, which at least would require the services of the first 

astronomer of the age, Sir John Herschel, to fix the exact geo­

graphical boundary between the southern and northern line of the 25 

degree of latitude, will be seen by the following extract from 

Mr. Advocate Musgrave ' s argument before the Supreme Court of the 

Colony in 1837, when the operations of the enactment came before it . 

Not a single conviction has taken place unde r the law, and the Chief 

Justice himself was warned at Graaff-Reinet by the Bar, agai.nst pro­

nouncing a sentence of Death upori its authority, lest he himself 

should become thereby invol'ed in a similar charge to that which he 

was about to try. Lord Glenelg's opinion on the same subject will 

be seen by an extract from his own despatch of the 29th Octo\ 'er, 1837, 

shortly to be quoted :-
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'Supreme Court, Dec . 23. 183':. • •• and consequently confirms 
them ad interim. ' 

The despair of the Border Farmers , at the projected reversal of 

the pacii'ication of the Frontier under Sir Benjamir. D'Urban , induced 

consideratle numbers to decide upon immediate r emoval to where, at 

l east, they would be able to dGfend themselve s against barbarian 

aggre'ssion, if they could not be beyond misrepresentation, but many 

still lingered under the general impression that there were legal 

impediments to their emigrat~on . These doubts, however, were speedily 

swept away by the Lieut.-Governor Stockenstrom himself, who on his 

arri~dl at Ui tenhage , on the 27th August , to take possession of his 

new Government , in a reply to an address of the inhabitants of that 

place, which indicated the vicio.1S and unpopular course he was about 

to pursue, at the same time gave the highest authoritative sanction 

for the expatriation of the most valuable portion of the Coconial 

Community. He there sai4 -

, "Upon one subject I trust you will allow me to touch ..• 
would be tyrannical and oppressive." , 

To other addresses from various parts of the Eastern Districts, 

the replies of His Honor th~' Lieut . -Governor were couched in terms 

everything but conciliatory or agreeable. To one from the British 

settlers of Albany , who at once nobly came forward t o ask wherefore 

he ,had given evidence so dessonant to what they knew to be the fact , 

he declined to reply , although it was subscribed by above 400 persons , 

including all the leadi ng inhabitants ; but what gave the deadliest 

offence to the Dutch population , and shewed that they had neither to 

expect justice nor courtesy at the hands of their countrymen, was his 

correspondence with the unfortUnate Retief , which is here extracted 

from the " Graham ' s Town Journal" of 17th November, 1836. The 

consequences of these exhibitions was a general rush from the colony, 

and t hO! foundation of all that has s ince occurred at Natal. 

"The address of the Winterberg Farmers • ••• hordes 0· savage 
barbarians . " 

To return to Natal itself . - The imprudent t r eaty with Di ngaan, 

made by Capt . Gardiner relative to the surrender of fugitives , seems 

to have encouraged Dingaan to ~emand its enti re fulfilment , a nd thus 

keep the settlement in a continual state of excitement . Upon ~ 
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r ~monstrance of the Zoola chief, regar ding some of his subjects, said 

to have been enticed to deser t anf harbored by the whites , the 

following proceedings took place:-

"Port Natal , June 20th, 1836 . - At a meeting of the r esidents 
of Port Natal . .. to enforce these our resolutions , with the 
greatest rigor." 

Subsequent ly , however, both traders and missionaries were forced 

to yield full obedience to the savage mandates of t he barbarian chief, 

and involve themselves in tha~ despot's quarrels. 

The first compact party of Dutch emi~ants who l eft the Ccl ony 

determined to settle down beyond its limits , was unde r the guidance of 

a :':'ouis Trechar d , an Albany Farmer, shortly after t he cessation of the 

Kafi r war. They located themselves in a fertile and uninhabited tract 

Jetween the 260 and 270 parallel of S. Latitude on the eastern bank 

of a large and beautiful riv~r . The fate of this ur10rtunate pioneering 

expedition was ascertained on a visit of the Comet, a vessel which 

visited De l a Goa Bay in June of ~lis year: -

"At Delagoa Bay we met with the unhappy remains of Louis 
Trechard ' s party ... there is ever y reason to expect that 
they will di e , one after another , of the fever ." 

The few survivors were afterwards removed to Natal by sea . 

About the end of May two parties , headed by J.G.S. Bronkhorst 

and H. Potgieter, l eft the camp formed by some of the emigrants on 

the Vet River , one of the tributaries of the Ky Gariep , for the 

purpose of exploring the 00untry to the N E., of which journey, and 

of the first repulse the emigrants met with from the natives · unde.r 

MalzellL~tze the following is Bronkhor st's own relation: -

"On the 24th May I depr."'ted from 
willing~ if required, -,;) confirm 
( signed) J .G.S. Bronkhorst." 

the Sand River .•• and am 
the same on oath . 

The barbarities of the natives on thi s occasion, inflicted upon 

the poor self- expatriated farmers and their families, were horrible :-

"Not even satisfied with stabbing ••• against the iron bands 
of the wagon wheels ." 

It was no wonder, therefore , that atrocities like these should be 

visited with a fearful retri bution. 
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A portion of the emigrants now remained with the wreck r.f their 

late flourishi~g camp, whilst others· placed their wives and children 

under the protecti on of the Rev . Mr . Archbell ' s missionary station 

at Thaba Unchu for a short period, and then fell back upon a new station 

at the source of the Modder River . Here they were soon reinforced by 

a large party under Gert Mcritz, a wealthy Burgher of Graaff- Reinet, 

who had been elected Governor- General . The number of emigrants, at this 

time assembled around Thaba Unchu, is computed at above eighteen hundred 

souls. 

These attacks by Malzelikatze have attempted to be excused, as 

arising from precautionary measures on his part , against a the ravages 

of a notorious and successful freebooter , Jan Bloem, and other predatory 

bands of Griquas , and have also been defended on the ground thJt the 

emigrants had entered territories of right belongi ng to the chief, and 

by a route which he had warned them not to take . This , however, is 

not the case : they were attacked in a direction opposi~e tc that in which 

the fraebooter and his clans were accustomed to approach - full fifteen 

days' march from the residence of ~~lzellikatze - away from any part of 

the country over which he claimed authority, either by occupallcy or 

conquest, a conquest too, bye the bye , which he had only lately 

achieved , after relentlessly butchering all its inhabitan" , - the mild 

and timid Bechuanas . The right of the Boers, therefore, to this 

territory were not inferior to his o'im in the period or manner of 

acquisi tion. 

The close of the year 1836 saw Lieut. - Governor Stockenstrom 

occlpied in the tot al reversal of Sir Benjamin D' Urban's measures -

signing the most mischievous treaties with the Kafir chiefs, based, as 

they were , upon the false assumption that they were really justified in the 

late invasion and cruelty of the retali atory war , into which the Colony 

had been forced. Moreover, actually rewarding them for their late 

atrocious conduct , by surrendering a large portion of territory, ceded 

by the Kafirs in 1819 , from which however was car efully excepted that 

part , including His Honor's own landed property, the Magnificent Kaga 

estate, the first slice ever granted to ., Colonist out of what he now 

affected to consider Kafir ~'ssessions. 
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The treaties, too , which the Lieut.-Governor then entered into 

wi th t'Ie chiefs , and which, when he left Cape Town, he had been only 

authori zed t o prepare and frame for reference to the Council, he madly 

and impe-ctinently at once conclt:ded, by placing the tribes in possession 

of the lands he had ceded without that r eference ; so that there remained 

nothing for the supreme government at the Cape to do but to ratify them 

or incur the risk of a renewal of hostilities - an event which would 

have been immediately taken advantage of by the anti-colonial party 

and been ruinous to the Col ony. 

That the abrogation of the D'Urban system of relations with the 

Kaf ir tribes, would be followed by dissatisfaction and an extensive 

migration from the Colony, Sir Penjamin himself predicted three 

several times , so that ignorance of the probable result of t he r e­

versal of his measures cannot be pleaded by those (whether the home 

or local government) who have hurried on the present fearf1l1 crisis. 

In a despatch of Sir Benjamin 's to Lord Glenelg occur the following 

important passages :-

"I shall await the a:rrival ~:f Lient . - Governor Stockenstrom, 
•••• wi ll at once cause an extensive emigration, along the whole 
Albany and Somerset border, or I am much mistaken. - Vide 
return Caffer War, orde:,vd by the House of Commons to be printed , 
12th July 1837." 

It i s sufficiently well known, too , that Sir Benjamin D'Urban, 

when the t r eaties of the Lt .-Governor, Sir A. Stockenstrom, entered 

into in December, 1836 , were i n preparation, had disapproved of them 

altogether , and r aised his VOice, although ineffe ctuall y , against them. 

1. That he then denounced the whole system which they embrace} , as 

one which would infallibly involve the border provinces again in all 

the troubles , and the perils of l i fe and property, whi ch had pre-

ceded the war of 1834-5, and as a course of policy whien, assuredly 

as certain causes must produce certain effects , was pregnant with 

insecurity, disorder, and danger. 

2 . That he exposed the fallacy of the main principle , upon 

which we Treaties were founded , the abandonment , namely, of the old 

Eastern Frontier line of the Keiskamma and Chumie, as it ~d existed 

since 1819 - the substitution, first, of that of the Fish and Kat 

Rivers - the virtual renunciation of British sovereignty and dominion 
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i:l the country between those lines of rivers - the introduction of 

the Kafir hordes of the Amakosa tc locationB upon the ve r y banks of the 

latter, and the establishment of the permanent residence of these 

savage and predatory people in the fo r ests through they run, skirting 

the new Colonial Frcntier, and in close contact with i t along its 

whole extent. 

3. That he had disapproved their provisions as not compr (·hendi ng 

t hose securities** which he had regarded as indispensibl e, and had 

accordingly urged upon the Li'ut .-Governor 's attention, and which had 

been effectually provided for in the previous treaties of Sept., 1835, 

alike for the benefit of all parties concerned - colOnists, f riendly 

Kafirs , Fingoes , and the Amakosa Kafirs themselves. 

4. And "that looking forward to the inevitable consequences of 

those great defects in the system about to be adopted , he had predicted , 

with a fat al accuracy , the intolerable evils which have resulted from 

their adoption. 

Footnote to point 3** 

These securities were specified under seven heads : -

1st. - The protection and integrity of our new border , i ts inhabitants , 
and their property. 

2d. - The safety and protection of the missionaries who may desire 
hereafter to remain in Kaf·irland. 

3d. - The safety and protection of the British traders who may be 
permitted to enter Kafirland, together with a due restraint upon 
the proceedings of these traders. 

4th. - The prote ction of the FiUFoe race, now become His Majesty ' s 
[,ubj ects, and located wi thin t",e British territory, and the integrity 
of thei r locat ions. 

5th . - The safety and protection of the tribes and family of Congo, 
(Pato , Kama, Kobus) our faithful friends and allies , and the integrity 
of their locati ons . 

6th. - The safety and protection of Sutu and her son Sandili, and the i r 
family; Matua and Tinto and theirs ; Nonube , and her son Siwani, and 
their s; Umgahi and his family ; Jan Tzatzoe and his family , with 
integrity of their pos.'essions ; all of whom deserved our protection 
by their conduct during the war, and to all of whom it was secured 
f i rmly by the Treaties of September, 1835 . 

7th . - As far as it may be pOSSible, peace and good undeTdtanding between 
the respective native tr:bes whose allegiancE' t o His Majesty , and 
obedience to our laws are now about to cease ; with their abstinence 
from wars, and inroads among each other, and the abolition of all pro­
ceedi ngs under the pretence of witch-craft , all which were car~fully 

provided for by the Treaties of September, 1835 . 
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The abandonment of the D' Urban system now converted th" partial 

mig29.t i on of the Dutch Farmers into a general movement , the real 'causes 

of which are thus well described by a gentleman who cannot be charged , 

as the colonists have been, by the philanthropic party in England , and 

in the colony, as pre judiced by long residence , and with a direct 

interest in the oppression of the Aborigines: -

t "The abandonment of the Cape colony by the old Dutch inhabitants 
'" are now retorting upon our allies the injuries they have so 
l ong sustained at their hands . " - Captain Harris ' H.E.I.C . S . 
Nar rative of an Expedition into Southern Africa. ' 

The wr iter of the foregoing remarks, blames, and not without 

r eason, the Government, for not baving redressed the wrongs of the 

colonists, and thus put a stop to the true and early causes c { that 

emigration. It should, however, in palliation of the conduct of the 

Government , be remembered that there was a powerful anti- colonial party 

within the colony itself , led on by the Rev . Dr . John Philip, and most 

ably championed by his son- in- law, Mr . John Fairbairn, the Editor of 

t he "South African Commercial Advertiser," who not only represented 

t he aborigines alone as the sufferers, but all along denied the facts 

of any extensive migration whatever , and even so late as t he month of 

February , 1837, when thousands of our farmers "were over '_he border," 

laughed to scorn the idea of any numbers having left the colony, 

r estricting these to one hundred and fifty souls, who he tried to 

r epresent wer~ disgusted and disappointed , and who would gladly return 

t o t he country they had so madly abandoned . 

I t is not, therefore , to be wondered at that the philanthropi c 

publ.ic , and the Government at home , should be misled by r epresl'ntations , 

when made by such a supposed ~culate and certainly influential 

authority, which knew, however, at the time they were hollow, 

unsubstantial and false. How little gifted with prophecy , too, was 

the same oracle, when it issued its solemn dictum at this time, that 

t here was "utter incapacity of the leaders of the emigrants for 

achieving anything formidable or permanent in the interior." (Footnote : 

S. A. C. A., 11th February, 1837 . ) 'The utter extinction of two of the 

greatest native nations in '~he southern peninsula, by the emigrant 

arms , those of Matzelekatze and Dingaan, ar~ the present untoward 

resistance to Eri tish arms and rule, prove, on the contrary , "the 

ut;,er i ncapacity" of the Editor of the Adverti ser and his party to 
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appreciate either the motives, or to understand the history of one of 

the most extraordinary and unfortunate movements which have beer , made 

in any colony of any Government that has ever exi sted . It is 

representa tions like those which have deceived both the Home and 

Colonial Governmants, and led them to the fatal eIror of disregarding 

the wrongs , and holding the power of the emigrants at far too cheap a 

rate. 

A.D. 1837. 

Retief soon followed l\is countrymen after the close 01' his co=es­

pondpnce with Lt .-Governor Stockenstrom, leaving behind him a 

Ma~'esto , purporting to represent the real causes of the expatriation 

of himself and t he colonial far: .ers: -

"Manifesto of the Emigrant Farmers. 
Numerous reports having be~n circulated 
By authori ty of the farmers who have quitted the coloIlJ' , 

(Signed) P. Retief . " 

To r eturn to affairs with the emigrants: -

"Mauritz 1 s first step after ~ssuming the reins of government • •• 
nor did they succeed in perforating the leathern doublet of a 
s i ngle Dutchman. - Harris' Narrat ive. " 

The origin and conquests of the chief Matzellikatze, designated 

by Captain Harri [e]s, as "The Lion of the North , " has been thus 

nar rated :-

I~S father, it seems , was a chief • . • either for beauty 
or fertility , to any part of South Africa . " 

The arrival of the Dutch fa=mers from the Colony, was now most 

anxiously looked forward to by the English settlers at Natal, - the 

more especially as Dingaan, by some supposed intr igue o~ Captain 

Gardiner, had shut up the trade , and it was believed, seriously 

meditEted an attack upon the inhabitants of the Port - the more 

particularly as the American missionary, the Rev. G. ChPmpion, had 

been told by Dingaan that Captain Gardiner had represented them as 

a set or ~scals who ought to be disarmed. 

The British settlers appear to have indulged, at th~s time, in 

the chimerical idea of establi[hing at Natal, what the Boers are at 

t his time essaying, namely, an independent form of government, as i s 
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e~ident from the following extract of a letter from an influential 

member of the community there, addressed tc Mr. B. Norden, dated the 

2d of May, 1837, and published in the G.T.J. on the 22d of June following: -

"We hour ly expect to hear from the Boers. When they a=ive we 
intend to form aT. internal government of our own, free from the 
false measures and wavering policy of the neighbourin0 colony, 
and I have no doubt that everything will then go smoo ·~hly." 

Whatever guilt, therefore, there is in the conception of the idea 

of revolt and separation from the parent state, must, conse~uently, not 

be exclusively placed against the Dutch emigrants - but the English 

deserve to share in some proportion with the later comers driven from 

the Colony by misrule, while the English left it from chOice, aLrl 

without any of the excuses of the unfortunate and infatuated Boers . 

The amiable, but ill-fated, Retief, a=ived among his expatriated 

countrymen in April , and the following account is given of his reception 

and elevation to the supreme authOrity, by an eye- witness of the most 

credible authority. 

"On the 8th of Apri l Mr. Maritz and one of his Heemraden rode 
from the camp of the emigrant farmers .•. and to those who 
ha ve commi tted themselves to his care ." 

An old colOnist, of the name of Bernhard Roedolf, who had emigrated 

to Natal, enlightened his brother colonists by the publication of the 

following Diary of their Proceedings , Government, and Discoveries:-

"On the 4th of April last, I ~uitted Graham's Town, in a horse­
wagon. •• . they can muster 1,600 armed men." 

In the same month of this y~ar the migration was greatly augmented 

by the departure of one of the oldest inhabitants of the District of 

Uitenhage , Mr . Pieter Uys , with ab01.1t 100 followers. The r easons which 

led to this influential pe~son's expatriation, is explained in the 

leading Dutch newspaper of the day the Zuid Afrikaan. Addressing the 

government of the Colony, the Editor of that journal says, speaking of 

the complaints of the Dut"h farmers against the government: -

"You have established posts to the villages, - but are branch 
posts established for the purpose of communication with those 
residing at an isolated d~stance from the villages? ••• There 
he stopped - and - expatrlated himself! I, 
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The particulars of the departure of this much respecteo. and 

regr,tted man, is thus related in the local newspaper of the day, the 

Graham' s Town Journal: -

"We mentioned in our last Journal that a party of emigra."lt3 
from the colony , ••• . although parted by distance , they should 
remain united in heart ." 

The complaints of the farmer s who had expatriated themselves 

were a gain reiterated to the government within the Colony, and from 

d part of the country where complaints of this kind had b~en hitherto 

unknown. The Memorialists urged their right to follow robbers beyond 

the boundary - claimed indulgence for their hitherto loyal and dutiful 

obedience - requested some enactment for the repression of vagrancy, 

and declared the grievances under which they laboured had beep. the 

cause of t he emigration of the farmers to Natal. 

The voices of the Memorialists , nevertheless , frl l upon the ears 

of the "deaf Adder," for he was determined to close them "let the 

cha=er charm never so wisely ." The Lieut .-Governor coul d not afford 

to have hi s system broken in upon by any part of the coI!lIlIl.Uli ty - and 

accordingly thiS , another stirring appeal, was disregarded - to 

accumulate a mass of grievances and disaffection against ;;;,e local and 

British Government for gross inattention to the wrongs of its subjects . 

The following is t he Memorial from Colesberg, hitherto the most 

contented and safest part of the Cape Colop~: -

"To His Honor, A. Stoc.1censtrom, Governor of the Eastern District 
of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope . The Memorial of the 
;nhabitants of the Parish of Colesberg , humbly sheweth: 
••. trust that our hope s and expectations will not be disappointed . 

And we shall , as in duty bound , ever pray ." 

Captain Gardiner, after a visit to England, returned to Natal in 

the month of May , accompanied by a Missionary, the Rev. Mr . Owen. 

His conduct in the Colony and at Natal disgusted all that came in 

contact with him, and he became involved in serious differences with 

the British settlers. A few days . after his arrival, 

"He called a meeting of t:,e inhabitants, black and white, at 
which from 500 to 600 wer~ present. '" This protest was signed 
by most of the white inhabitants." 
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The treaty of Capt. Gardirer, (vide, pege 40) with Dingaan in 

1835, was repudiated as cruel and unjust by the British inhabitar.ts of 

Natal, who represented their views within the colony as follows:-

"To th3 Editor of the Graham"J Town Journal: 
Sir, - We Dave r ead with surprise a letter in th3 S.A.C.A. of the 
19th April, 1837 , (copied from one in the Record) ••• in fact 
receiving from Dingaan the propertc' of Mmnini? We remain, Sir, 
your's etc. R. Biggar, T.D . Steller, G. White, J . Duffy, 
D.; . Toohey, W. Blankenberg , J. Stubbs, R. Russell . " 

From his camp at Sand River, Retief addressed the Gove~or of 

the Colony upon a subject WhiCh had already become serious matter of 

conversation within the Colony, that certain parties there, including 

some powerful agents , had used their utmost influence to raise the 

tribes of the interior, especial:_y the Griquas , more :i=ediately under 

their influence , against the Emigrant Farmers. His letter, conveying 

the belief of full six thousand people under him, respectful , 

conciliatory, but melanc'lOly i.!l its tone, is as follows - it repeats 

the "oft - told-tale" of great grievances , repeatedly represented , but 

still remaining unredressed, and an assumption of independence w~~h 

could not be mistaken; but which it appears was neither checked nor 

attended to:-

"To His Excellency the G<.', ,mor and Commander-in-chief of the 
Cape of Good Hope. The undersigned, conductor and chief of the 
United Encampment, hereby Humbly Sheweth •••••• 
( signed) P. RetieL Sand River, July 21st, 1837 ." 

Notwithstanding the allegations to the contrary, made by the 

Anti---Colonial Press, represented by the Editor of the "Connnercial 

Advertiser", the continuance of the migration was thus describec in 

the "Graham's Town Journal" by an intelligent and accurate co=espondent :-

"Orange River, AUoo-ust 2d , 1837. 
"I have just returned from the different camps between Modder, 
Vet, and Vaal River .•••.• I am happy to inform you that the 
different camps enjoy perfect health. " 

But another hand of later date sketched the progrc;s and situation 

of the emigrants . The style and allusions will show it was not that 

of one o:f t~.le Farmers, but of an Englishman, who regretted and foretold 

the r esul ts we now exper ience , but who was treated with leyity as a 

"prophet accursed for ever boding i ll. " 
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"Orange River, 20th August, 1837. 
"I have made rather a long jour.ley - •••. to steal them whenever 
they can lay their hands upon tnem." 

The party under the management of Pieter Retief had settled 

themselves on the Sand River, a branch of the northern Gariep. 

Pieter Uys with his adherents now determined to coalesce with Retief, 

but dissatisfied with some proceedings of Maritz decided to cross the 

Quathlamba or Drakberg Range and settle down in the Natal territory, 

south of those mountains; but previous to their movement they put 

forth the following exposition of their sentiments: -

"Galedon, 14th August, 1837. 
"Resolutions adopted by us, the undermentioned travellers and 
exiles ..•. Every person agreeing herewith will, therefore, 
attach hereto his s ignature, for the information of those who 
are still in doubt on this subject. (Signed) P.L. Uys, 

and one hundred and sixty-five oi;hers." 

J.J. Uys, 
J.P. Mo 0 lman , 
H. J. Potgieter, 
J . Landman. 

In a former part of this compolation one of the chief grievances 

of the Dutch illhabitants, and which drove them into exile, has been 

stated namely - the inadequate compensation for their property in 

slaves. To the Dutch inhabitants this suffering was principally 

confined; but let the reader now hear the complaints of an Englishman 

on the same subject , and then judge whether that act had not 

"establishe:i a ra,I" on the backs of the mtive- born Colonists. The 

writer is Major Parlby, who settled himself in the Eastern division 

of the Colony, but disgusted with the unrestrained habits of the 

servile population, and despairing of any amendment, after a successful 

trial of the capabilities of the Colony, aOalldoned it for ever: -

"Again, I earnestly sol ;.ci t the serious attention of my fellow 
countrymen . ... which the late journey of Captain Alexander 
will in no slight degree contribute to." 

As evidence of what the Colony was suffering from its abandonment 

by the Boers, a statement was made in the month of October of this 

year of the emigration from one single Field- cornetcy, tha+ of the 

old and formerly flourishing TARKA district, by ,.hich it appears that 

IJ3 persons had deserted that small tract alone, with 102,600 sheep 

and goats, 6,900 black cattle alld 1,000 horses, depriving the Colony 
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of a productive capital in value of not less than £60,000 steeling , 

bes i 'les its best and ablest defenders . 

stung to the quick by the increasing migration from the Colony, 

the anti-Colonial press, which had desired the movement, now ,(emanded 

the most stringent proceed;~s against the farmers on the part of the 

Colonial Government; and the South African Commercial Advertiser - the 

oracle of the soi- disant philanthr~pists - evoked the local government 

to pass "Bills of Pains and Penalties" against emigrants, whom it had 

previous declared were placed beyond our control. The abp~dity of 

the intemperate Editor's views were thus happi ly placed in juxta-

posi tion by the "Graham ' s Town Jou:rnal." 

1836 

As soon as they (i. e . the 
emigrant farmers,) are 
beyond our jurisdiction 

destruction hover­
ing eITer them. 

1837 

What then is the course 
indicated by these pro­
ceedings and eVl~ts .. • 
as in the case of decl ared 
enemies. 

The incessant and harassing annoyance of Kafir Depredations, 

experienced by the inhabitants of the Frontier Districts, which forms 

a chief item of the grievances alleged to have been suffe.- >d by the 

emigrant Farmers, and a cause of their removal , was once more forcible 

br ought before the notice of influer.tial persons in England, but still 

with no satisfactory result . A body of the British settlers of 1820, 

known as the Clumber Party , located i n the District of Albany, about 

this time addressed the Duke of Newcastle on the subject , of which the 

foliowing notice was given at the moment:-

"It may L.~t be generally known , that a large party amongst the 
emigrants of 1820 .• •• Signed by all the members of the Clumber 
party still. resident in the settlement of Albany." 

The progress making by Retief while at his encampment at the 

Sand River, his views regarding a settlement in Dingaan ' s country, and 

his moderate intentions towards Matsellikatse , are stated in a letter 

f r om him, dated from his camp , on the 7th Sept . In the documents 

appended to this c ommunic at: .on, it appears that the Griquas had been 

instigated to molest the emigrants, and it was generally believed in 

the colony at the time, that this instigation emanated from lnfluential 
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persons there, who were in cons-cant co=espondence with Waterboer and 

his clUef advisers . It is to be hoped that this was mere calu.mn..'; 

but , if a malicious fiction, it bore so strong an impress of probability 

that it lI'.et with an easy admis si0n into the mind s of large numbers of 

the colonists . Retief not only warned the Gri~uas against aggression , 

while he propitiated peace and good-will with that people, but 

repr esented the matter to the Governor of the Colony:-

"Sand River, 9th Sept, 1837. 
"Our r eligious services are by no means neglected, .•• 
"That, finally , we confidently hope that the British Government 
will permit us to receive all such claims and demands as may be 
l&,dUlly due to us in t he colony • ... (signed) P . Retief . 
SWld River, July 21 , 1837." 

Another attempt was now ag~in essayed to test the virtues of 

the notorious "CAFE PUNISHMENT BILL ," with what effect and wi th what 

degree of credit for so very grave and important a piece of legislation, 

will be seen by the fo l10wing Report of Proceedings :-

"Circuit Court, Graaff- Reinet . Saturday, 28th October, 1837 . 
Plaatje Plaatjes , Jan Ambraal, Johannes Blunan, Uithaal de r 
Ambraal; these pri soners werp placed at the bar fo r shooting a 
native residing at the Bethulie Institution, beyond the 
boundaries of the colony, ... . the Colesberg magistrate, who 
had committed the prisonp>s for the different crimes , happened 
t o be present , and no dOl." .-·,t will profit by it." 

But while all this useless waste of word and ink was being made , 

His Majesty ' s Secretary of State for the ColOnies, Lord Glenelg , the 

ready instrument of the soi- disant philanthropic party, in a despatch , 

dated the 29th of October, cleared t he subject of much cf its . diffi­

culty; he expressly denied all cl~im upon Natal - all intention to 

Colonize, and , more than all the utter inapplicability of the Cape 

Punishment Bill , that abortive act, toany place beyond the borders of 

the Colony , and even when he starts at the i dea of t he £ssumption of 

independence on the part of the Emigrants, and says it will never be 

admitted , he is met by the same difficulty which he acknowledged the 

Cape Punishment Bill had to suffer , namely, the want of "a police 

and ministers of justice," "at a point so distant as Por t Natal.". 

Capt . Gardiner, who had been armed with that piece o~ "waste 

paper", the "Punishment Bill , " and was created a justice of the peace 

under it , seems to have conceiv~d the government was pledged to carry 
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out the whole of its pr ovisions, but the secretary soon disabused him 

of his error , as will be seen by tLe following extract from the De'J­

patch in question: -

"His Majesty's go'"ernment were of course aware, that the statute 
in qU,estion ...... by the chiefs of the rude tribes wi th whom 
they are living." 

Commandant Retief having broken up his Camp at the Sand Ri-rer , 

proceeded towards Natal , where he arrived en the 19th of October , 

having first opened a correspoadence with Dingaan, the particulars of 

which are given by the various -actor s in the scenes in the following 

documents: -

"Port Natal , 24th October, 1837 . 
"To the Editor of the Graham's Town Journal : ••• A. Biggar, 
Esq., and other gentleman who Signed the address ." 

Retief 's O;v.Q account of his proceedings will be found in the 

letter below:-

"Port Natal, October 23rd , 1837 . 
"With much pleasure I inform you, that after a very arduous 
journey of 90 hou_rs, ..•. he has robbed Dingaan of these cattle." 

That the Kafir invasion of 1834 - the neglect of compensating 

the sufferers for their losses by the savages , and the actual permission 

of the Lieut . Governor Stockenstrom, were the causes of the extension of 

the abando=ent of the colony by our "yeomen," unquestionably "the 

finest peasantry in the world ," may be seen by the annexed letter from 

one of the most respectable and opulent farmers who resided in the 

District of Ui tenhage , but who j o'_ned his fellow sufferers across the 

boundary: -

"Sterrenberg Spruit, Dec. 4, 1837 . 
"The acts of my country.nan Stockenstrom was my greatest reason 
for quitting the colony . ••• from whence comes it, then, that 
we are now blamed for doing so?" 

The following remary:s of the Editor of the "Media tor", a Cape 

Town periodical, may well conclude this part of the compilation of 

"The Natal Papers":-

"Whence is it that the ellOigra tion i s not confined to a 8ma11 
party of contemptible adventurers, who PBve nothing to lose 
••• may find it expedient to adopt at the present juncture." 
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The numbers of wagons between the Orange River and the ~'raakberg 

range of Mountains, which skirt the ~ountry of Natal , is estimated at 

t his time at 1 , 500 , and certainly the number of souls could not be less 

than Fifteen Thousand, all in the high~st spirits as they neared the goal, 

and de l ighted with the country, which they stated far exceeded the 

celebrated Oliphant ' s Hoek in the District of Uitenhage . 

Retief preceded' his party in order to open relations with the King 

Dingaan, who had been the first to suggest to a party of Dut ch Farmers , 

while hunti ng in his dominions, the idea of an emigration to Natal. 

The following is an account of Ret; ef ' s reception,. as given by hi mself , 

and published in the "Graham ' s Town Journal" :-

"Extract of a letter from Mr. P. Retief, dated Port Nat al , 
Nov . 18 , 1837 . 
Dingaan received me with much kindness • ••• I enclose fo r the 
King ' s information, a statement of persons murdered , and cattle 
plundered from the Emigrant Farmers by Matselli katse , as follows 

'. . .• Signed, P . Retief . " 

During the course of these proceedings , and especially on the 

appearanoe of the manifesto of Retief, some hot and angry discussions 

took place as to the claims of the British Government t o the allegiance 

of the sel f - expatriated Boers. The following hard senter.:·os from 

Vattel were hurled at the heads of those who attacked the doctrine of 

i ndependance , and altogether the disputants got up "a very pretty 

quarrel. " Some argued that there was a law to prevent departure -

ot hers that the Governor had authority to issue a proclamation, "ne 

exeat requo , " and some that if there was no law t o prevent migration 

the,"e was one to prevent return, and that the severe penalty of fifty 

Rix- dollars of £3 150 ( ! ) could be exacted from each Boer who came 

back. Whether the Colony had "fa i led to discharge its obli@tions," 

referred to by Vattel, I leave the Jurists to decide - but at a l l 

events such was alleged by the leading Boers as an excuse fo r their 

emigration . The English settlers , .1Owever , much more wisely awaited 

the effect of a constitutional representation of grievances, which , 

i f i s excepted the case of the s~ave compensation, they equally 

suff,ered with the Dutch farmers: -

Vattel, B. l, ell. 19 , 223 - "There are cases in which a citizen 
has an absolute right to renounce his country and abandon it 
entirely ... If ,the Sovereign attempts to molest those wh.) have 
a right to emigrate he does them an injury, and the injured 
individuals may law fully, &c. " 
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