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ABSTRACT

W nni e Mandel a has endur ed so many scandal s over the | ast ten years
t hat she has acquired a reputation for being untouchable. It is
thereforeironic that there are those who feel that "the ANCwant to
act agai nst Wnni e not because of her human ri ghts record, but for
her out spoken criticismof the governnent's inability to deliver
houses, thwart crine and testing our feelings onthe death penalty."?
Thi s assessnment isinstructive becauseinthe"... turbulent years
of the 1980s, she was a hero, alivingmartyr tothe black |iberation
cause and despite the disconforts inflicted on her by her
perpetrators, sherevelledintherole" (Sparks, 1994: 15). But Wnni e
Madi kazel a- Mandel a, who was a Deputy M ni ster before being di sm ssed
and who has had t o appear before the TRC because of al |l egati ons t hat
she was responsi bl e for the deat h of teenage activi st Stonpi e Sei pei,

has neverthel ess been able to make a political coneback.

The thesis therefore sets out to exam ne the rational e behindthe
State President's (hedidnot holdthistitlethen) decisiontotake
a consi derabl e ri sk i n standi ng by W nni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a (t hey
were at the time married) during her trial on charges of ki dnappi ng
in1991. Even after her conviction, Mandel a wote that "as far as |

was concerned, verdict or no verdict, her innocence was not in

L Mail and Quardi an, Novenber 28 to Decenber 4, 1997:4. "ANC
Chiefs can't stop Wnnie" by Wally Mohel e.
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doubt. "2 This unstinting | oyalty was replicated el sewhere. Commenti ng
on her acquittal onthe assault charges, ANC Yout h League Presi dent,
Pet er Mokaba, sai d: "What was taken away fromher as aresult of
t hese fal se al | egati ons nust now be gi ven back”. He descri bed t he
Appel I ate D vi sion decision as "apolitical sentence" saying: "It has
not hing to do with whet her she was guilty or not."3 The ANC has
established a practice of accommopdating di ssidents withinits
structures and has survi ved conpl ex chal l enges duringits yearsin
exi | e by doi ng so. But political commentators are now aski ng whet her

the political cost will prove to be too great.

CONTEXT

Menber s of the ANC- dom nat ed Gover nment of "National Unity" (this
cl ai mhas been "danpened" with the departure of the National Party),
are reportedly al armed at the organi sation's styl e of | eadershi p,
tal ki ng of an "al | eged" m snmanagenent of internal crises as refl ected
in its nove towards greater centralisation and its grow ng
i ntol erance of internal dissent.*As onewiter put it so eloquently,

many di dn't agree "wi th what Hol onmi sa did and were critical of him

2 Weekly Mail, June 4 to 10 1993:8. "Wnnie: ANC sigh of
relief".

3 Weekly Mail, June 4 to 10 1993:4. "Wnnie: ANC sigh of
relief".

4 Mail and Guardian, October 14 to 20 1996, pp.8-9:
"Aut horitarian | eadership alarns ANC Politicians".
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before. But, the way he was di sci plined has | eft peopl e with a sense
t hat nooneis safe anynore."®> This i s because i nthe Hol om sa case,
the ANC readily departed from the established practice of
accommodat i ng political disputes and i deol ogi cal differences even
t hough there didn't appear to be a prina facie basis for taking such
strong di sciplinary neasures. It is therefore arguabl e that the
political significance of Wnni e Madi kazel a' s positioninthe ANC,
who | i ke Bantu Hol omi sais a "highly regarded” populist | eader, goes
tothe heart of a core ANCdilemma. As an ANC MP has put it, "The
i ssue i s not black and white. People like Wnni e Mandel a ar e under
pressure to articul ate concerns of a section of the comunity andits

i mportant they're articulated withinthe ANCand not outside of it."®

The logic of this predisposition often encouraged by the ANCin
recent tinmesis that unity nmust be kept at all costs, sothat to use
an NEC nmenber' s words: "peopl e like Wnni e stop com ng back t o haunt
us. "’ However, as with the controversial self-styled African-Anerican
| eader of the Nation of Islam Louis Farrakhan, it woul d seemt hat
theliberal nedia s views on howl arge W nni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a

| oons as a | eader of bl ack peopleis distorted. Yet thereis one side

> Mail and Guardian, October 14 to 20 1996, pp.8-9:
"Aut horitarian | eadership alarns ANC Politicians".

6 Weekl y Mai | and Quardi an, February 17 to 23 1995:55. "Howwi | |
the ANC deal with its dissidents?"

"Weekly Mai | and Guardi an, February 17 to 23 1995:5. "Howwi | |
the ANC deal with its dissidents?"
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to M Farrakhan's popul ar appeal that others m ght do well to study
if oneistoappreciably grasp Ms Mandel a' s political significance.
Thi s has ari sen because his followers "... have had the courage -to
nove i nto areas of black blight andtry to cl ean themup, preaching
clean living and sel f-sufficiency."8 Wnniereplicatedthisrolein
South Africa, by livinginthe towshipwth ordi nary people, while
mlitating for a popul ar uprising agai nst the apartheid state. Abul k

of the ANCl eaders at thetine were either inexile or incarcerated.

SUBJECT OF CRI TI CAL | NVESTI GATI ON AND RESEARCH

It will be shown that the political significance of Wnnie
Madi kazel a- Mandel a' s positioninthe ANCis one of credibility, in
whi ch the ANC invents "... and reinvents the confidence of its
supporters, thus strengtheni ng or weakeni ng their capacity for
idealisticaction and profitable sacrifice"” (Collins, 1990:34). It
necessitates an exam nation of how "... wuncertainties and
instabilities go hand in hand with a political transformation
process"” (Aardt, 1994). It will be argued that this transitory
climate of political uncertainty and nutual m strust created an
avenue t hr ough whi ch Ms Mandel a coul d | aunch a political coneback.
This is conpl enmented by the very real fear that with the fail ure of

the ANCto effect dramatic and real changes inthe lives of ordinary

8 The Economi st, 26th 1993:64. "Black in Anerica; Bridges to
ot her Worl ds. Anmerican Survey Vol . 328 No. 7830.
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bl ack peopl e W nni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a, who enj oys si gnificant
"grassroots" support, is one populist theruling ANCprefers within

its structures.

The thesi s therefore sets out to exam ne howthe interrel ati onship
of theprivateworld™"... of wife and nother and the public life of
political activist createdthe powerful populist | eader Wnni e has
become” (Meintjes, S. 1998:14). This will involve trying to
under st and how W nni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a, who despite rel entl ess
criticismboth within and outside the ANC, has renai ned a strong
political forcein South African politics. Not even her divorce from
Presi dent Nel son Mandel a seens t o have af f ect ed her popul arity and
support. The thesis therefore sets out to expl ore the tensi on bet ween
t he noral position Wnnie enjoys as the wife of South Africa's nost
synmbolic icon of the struggl e and her political i ndependence which

has devel oped gradually in different contexts.

METHODS AND TECHNI QUES OF RESEARCH

Initially it was hoped t hat ext ensi ve use of primary sources obt ai ned
fromthe Mayi buye Centre for History and Culture in South Africa
woul d be nade, whi ch cont ai ns correspondence, m nutes of neetings,
statenents, press rel eases and di scussi on papers as i s col |l ected by
t he ANC Wnen's Section and Secretary General 's of fi ce between 1960

and 1991. But this quite evidently was not the case so attenti on was
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al so drawn to docunentation collectively referredto as the Hel en
Joseph Papers, which conprises primry source material on Wnni e
Madi kazel a- Mandel a and t he ANC Wonen' s League, containing as it does,
personal |etters exchanged bet ween Hel en Joseph and Wnni e wi t h whom
she enjoyed an unusually close relationship. The abundance of
conput er networks at the university, andtheir accessibility was
conveni ent because of the source materi al on proceedi ngs such as t he
Trut h and Reconci li ati on Conm ssi on and t he ANC, whi ch are chroni cl ed

on conputer data bases.

The bul k of the secondary source material that was used fromjournal s
i ke the New St at esman, Sout h African LawJournal s, Time, Newsweek,
The Econom st, Fi nanci al Mail and newspaper articles coveringthe
| ast ten years fromthe British Tines and the Weekly Mail and
Guar di an. Thi s was suppl enent ed by an exam nati on of books witten
on South Africa, like Allister Spark'sMnd of South Africa: The rise
and fall of apartheid; the "eye-w tness" account gi ven by Kati za
Cebekhul u, a nmenber of the notorious Mandel a Uni t ed Foot bal | C ub,
and aut obi ogr aphi cal nmaterial on Wnni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a conpi | ed
by a whol e host of witers |i ke Anne Benjanmen, M|ton Meltzer, Nancy
Harri son, James Haskins, Sharon Goul ds and Fatima Meer. In the
initial stages of the thesis preparation consultationwas nmade with
Mahnmood Mandani, a political scientist at the Centre for African
Studies at the University of Cape Town. This was of course

suppl enent ed by t he gui dance t hat was recei ved fromPr of essor Roger
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Sout hal I °, who acted as my supervisor.

9 Prof essor Roger Sout hall was Head of the Political Studies
Unit at Rhodes University, of whichthe International Studies Unit
with which | registered for the MAin Interational Studies is a
conponent .
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CHAPTER 1

W NN E'S FORMATI VE YEARS

The thesi s sets out to di spassionately scrutinisethe enignathat has
become W nni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a. It attenpts to provide athorough
exam nation of her political significance, by el aborately anal ysi ng
her political activities as a preludeto a characterisation of her
political significancein apost-apartheid South Africa. Thisis
because W nni e Madi kazel a- Mandelais apolitical figure of tragic
Shakesper ean proportions. A courageous representative of |iberation
politics duringthe darkest days of aparthei d, she has consi derabl e
gi fts which are di mni shed by a mercuri al personality which at tines
is a "stranger to denocracy".! But it was as the wife of South
Africa' s nost synbolic icon of the struggl e agai nst apart hei d t hat
W nni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a, who has been characteri sed as an i con of
bl ack fem ni ne suffering and "a synbol of strength and cour age”
(Meintjes 1998:14), was able to secure a special place in the

political realm

Wi nie, who was born in 1936 in the confines of the nountainous
Pondol and di strict to Col unbi ne Madi kazel a, a hi story teacher in

government service (Mritz (ed.) 1986: 335), Wnni e Nonzano ( neani ng

! The Weekly Mail, June 11to 17 1993, p. 15: "Def endi ng W nni e
to his best ability" by Dennis Davis.
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"she who strives") Mandel a has becone a bl ack nationali st | eader in
her own ri ght.? She was the charismatic figure who articul ated the
gri evances and frustrati ons of young peopl e at a ti ne when they were
at the forefront of the struggl e agai nst apartheid foll ow ngthe
Sowet o uprising of 1976. According to Professor Tom Lodge of
W t wat ersrand University "... thethree structures that coul d have
prevent (ed) the radi calisation of young peopl e - school, church and
the famly -(did) not doso".21nastrangetale of dramatic irony,
Nel son Mandel a reportedly proposed to her at a picnic on awhite-
owned farmal ong t he Evat on Road, sout h-west of Johannesburg. At this
rendezvous he reportedly told her that he was awaiting trial and
couldgotoprisonfor alongtinme. Healsointimated to her that he
"... was bei ng hounded continually by the police and no doubt she
woul d be too, if she married him and nost i nportant of all, he had
dedicated his lifeto his people's fight agai nst di scrim nation,

i njustice and apartheid, and that fi ght nust take precedence over

everything, even his personal feelings" (Harrison, 1995:58).

W nni e capti vat ed by t he charmof Nel son di sregarded hi s concern t hat
hi s preoccupationwi th party politics couldinpingeonhisprivate

life, content only to think of the role she could play in the

2 The Ti nes, Monday Decenber 23 1985, p. 4: "Life of Struggle for
W nni e Mandel a" by M chael Hornsby.

3 The Tinmes, Thursday April 22 1993, p.12: "Mandel a's m |itancy
fires black youth" by M chael Ham yn.
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struggl e agai nst apartheid, that she had |listened to wi th yout hf ul
i ndignationearlier oninher adult |life. So when her father warned
her that "... she was marryi ng the struggle, not the man ... She was
i n no nood then, as often since, to heed authority and advice".* Thi s
st eadf ast belief inthe strength of her own wi sdomdegenerated into
a "self-serving"” attitude that devol ved i nto a tendency t o propagat e
what her | argely her own opi ni ons when t he struggl e agai nst aparthei d
i n South Africa required consi derabl e organi sati onal discipline.
W nni e was reput edl y one of the fewbl ack wonen of her generationto
concl ude an ante-nuptial contract that gave her greater control of
her possessions. It had al ways reportedl y angered Wnni e that bl ack
women wer e permanent mnors i n South African Law. "A bl ack woman",
she says, "faces athree-folddisabilityinthis country: she hasto
over cone t he di sadvant age of bei ng bl ack, the di sadvant age of bei ng
a worman and t he di sadvant age of her African cul tural backgroundin

an essentially westernized environnment” (Harrison, 1985:60).

By the time weddi ng vows had been pronul gated W nni e had been
i ntroduced to Nel son's confidants and was reportedly taki ng a keen
interest inthe work of the African Nati onal Congress. Wnni e hersel f

has confessed that, "I was politically influenced by hisfriends...

4 The Ti mes, Tuesday March 28 1995, p. 10: "W nni e Mandel a f aces
newtribulations with dism ssal fromGovernnent: Ri se and Fal | of
woman who ignored all advice" by Ray Kennedy.



4

worren | i ke the | ate Lilian Ngoyi®... And of course Hel en Joseph"

(Benjam n, 1985:66). Her political apprenticeship gai ned noment um
when her husband encour aged her to jointhe ANCWnen's League, the
appropriate place for wi ves of prom nent ANC| eaders. The literature
of this periodcharacterised her as aloyal, obedi ent and duti f ul

w fe. After Mandel a' s arrest and i npri sonnent, first for four years
thenin 1964 for life, Wnniewas unwittingly cast intothe political

['inmelight. Wthin two nont hs of her husband' s conviction, Wnni e, who
started to play a pro-active role in the work of wonmen's
or gani sations, was serving her first banning order, for being a
menber of the national executive of the Wonen's Federation (Mritz

(ed.) 1986:335).

The consequence of thisincreased political activity was that "...
she found hersel f virtually unenpl oyabl e. She was | eft to copew th
extremely difficult circunstances on her own and she began t o wor k
cl andestinely for the ANC. She parti ci pated i n under ground neeti ngs
and organi zed the printing and circul ati on of roneoed panphl ets”
(Meintjes, 1998:15). Wnnie intimated that her husband' s

incarcerationwas atinme of political and personal desperation. She

M Lilian Ngoyi who Wnni e characterised as "ny hero at the
time" (Stewart, 1993:43) was ANC Wnen' s League Presi dent in 1954,
and becane t he second wonan ever on t he ANC Nati onal Executive. In
1956 she becane Presi dent of the Federation of South African Wnen,
(FSAW the wonen's organi sation of the Congress Alliance. Her
greatest triunph undoubt edly cane on August 8 1956, when she | ed t he
| ar gest denonstrationin South African history tothe steps of the
Uni on bui | di ng.
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explained that in her culturethe different sexes were prepared for

different roles ... thereis usually a huge gap between our husbands
and oursel ves ... the tendency was to rat her educate the boys i n our
soci ety and t he woman bel onged to the kitchen ... you were never

prepared for a doubl e rol e where you woul d be head of afam |y and
a not her at the sanme ti ne" (Goul ds, 1988:34). The i ncarcerati on of
t he bul k of the ANC | eader shi p who served as confi dantes for Wnni e
created a voi dthat she determ ned she would fill. She has said, "the
difficult part was finding nyself with aspotlight onne. | wasn't
ready for that ... And 1l hadto think so carefully what | said." But
as Mandel a' s "sel f appoi nt ed" spokesperson, she reportedly asserted
that she "... redi scovered the value of my soul inrelationto ny
religious beliefs and nost of all to the cause of ny people | had
i deas and vi ews of ny own. | had nmy own conm tnent and | wasn't just

a political ornanment” (Mortiz (ed.), 1986:337).

Thi s assessnent conveni ently obscures the fact that protest politics
organi sed as it was agai nst the apartheidregi ne was facedwith a
dil emma inthe 1960s. The two naj or groups "... the ANC and t he PAC,
were unable to nount an effective policy that was capabl e of
chal I engi ng the National Party's control of the country. Their
| eaders were either in prisonor inexile and their canpai gns of
armed struggl e were i neffective" (Maguire, 1991:118). Bl ack politics,
ineffect, went intorecess throughthe 1960s. Wth t he maj or bl ack

political organisations outlawed, "... it fell towhite liberal



6
organi sations to articul ate bl ack gri evances and keep the politics
of protest alive. Bl acks joi ned sone of these organi sations, until
anot her | awcal | ed the | nproper Interference Act prohibitedthat too"
(Spar ks, 1992:259). This period of whiteliberalismfailedto act as
aninspirational force for bl ack peopl e who propagat ed constructive
change because it was deened t o conceal an unconsci ous attachnent to

t he status quo.

As a result of this situation a new generation of black groups,
col I ectively known as t he Bl ack Consci ousness Movenent, chantingthe
sl ogan "Bl ack man you are on your own" (G | bey, 1993:103), were
establ i shed with Steve Bi ko and Barney Pityana as its nost prom nent
spokespersons. Wnni e, al nost al one anongst ANC | eaders, endor sed
thi s approach by mlitant students to protest politics, as "a source
of real inspiration" (G| bey, 1993:104), hol di ng di scussions with
St eve Bi ko and ot her student | eaders. It i s not cl ear what Nel son
woul d have t hought of the Bl ack Consci ousness | eaders, but Wnni e who
ent husi astically attended t heir neeti ngs warned t hat bl ack peopl e
wer e becom ng i ncreasingly inpatient and hostile. As Wnnie put it:
"What is happening is, in fact, is a projection of black anger
agai nst the raci st regine. This anger is directed at anyt hi ng whi ch
is connected with the systemand t he governnent ... The burni ng of
the offices belonging tothe governnent adm nistration... It has
nothing to dowth vandalism... it is black anger agai nst white

dom nati on" (Liebenberg et al. 1993:482).
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Wnni e was not aloneinthis belief, because even Tutu who has al ways
been characterised as a noderate in his political thinking, had al so
gone t o consi derabl e | engths to warn Vorster that African patience
was now runni ng out: "A peopl e can take only so nuch and no nore",
he wote. "The hi story of your own people [the Afri kaners] ... has
denonstrated this, Vietnamhas shown this, the struggl e agai nst
Portugal has shownthis. | amfrightened ... that we nay soon reach
a poi nt of noreturn, when events will generate a nonentumof their
own, when nothingw || stop their reachi ng a bl oody denouncenent”
(Karis et al. 1997:166). As things stood for nearly fifty years,
bl ack Sout h Afri cans had waged t he canpai gn for desegregati onwith
consumrat e pati ence and under st andi ng, goingto Versailles andtothe
League of Nations to solicit support from the international
conmuni ty, but this patience was slowy running out. After a "brief”
period of incarceration Wnnieintimated that "... the white nan had
hit us for toolong. Qur pati ence had been t ested and had endured f or
toolong. I knewthen that there hadto be apolitical crisisinthis

country for us to reach the ultimate goal” (G| bey, 1993:91).

This type of rhetoric becane increasingly problematic because
whenever she said sonmething, it was picked up by the press as an
of ficial pronouncenent: "Suddenly | wasn't speaki ng for nysel f any
nore, if | uttered awordit was "MANDELA' S W FE SAYS", and it was
not only Mandel a's wi fe speaki ng but the ' POLI CY OF THE AFRI CAN

NATI ONAL CONGRESS SEEMS TOHAVE SH FTED FROM. ..' - and | hadn't the
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slightest i dea what they were tal ki ng about"” (Goul ds, 1988:42). This
reflected a weakness by Wnnietofail to make a cl ear di stinction
bet ween her own personal experience and that of her col |l eagues. It
al so servestoillustrate the fact that Wnni e tended to be drawn to
maki ng concl usi ons on the basis of particul ar experiences, at a
particular point intinme. | thinkthisis what Steve Tshwet e neant
when he asserted that shewas, "aliar", a"wayward charl atan" and
an "arnchair populist".®Inthisrespect, her experience, mrrors
t hat of the ANC. As one schol ar has argued, the fornati on of t he ANC

was . areactive, attributableto di sappoi ntment and anger with
the white governnment' s failureto deal "responsibly" withits African
subj ects. Its node was to react and obj ect to unfavourabl e gover nnent
acts using 'constiututional' channels" (MKinley, 1997:6). It

t her ef or e becones i nportant to establish the context wi thin which her

political preem nence and sustenance took pl ace.

SWnnie's quiet threat: "Mdi kazel a Mandel a t al ks of resi gni ng
fromANC nati onal executiveinletter | ashing top nmenbers" by Craig
Doonan. (http:// www. sunti mes. co. zal
sunti mesarchive/ 1998/ 07/ 12/ news/ news01. ht m) .
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CHAPTER 2

W NNIE, WOVEN AND PARTY POLI TI CS

W nni e had never bel onged to any political organisation prior to her
marriage to Nel son. But sone of the gl amour that was extended to
Nel son, who was reportedly characterised as The Bl ack Pi nper nel
(Al bey, 1993:62) for his consummat e skill at effecting di sgui ses and
evadi ng capture by t he governnent, was extendedto hisw fe. Onthe
openi ng day of the Treasontrial it was Wnni e who attracted nedi a
attentioninatraditional Tenbu Dress. The articl e about her on an
i nsi de page debat ed whet her tri bal costunme such as she was weari ng
pronoted traditionrather thantribalism In her husband' s absence,
what W nni e di d, what she wore and what she sai d, beganto attract
enornmous attention, and praise. The upshot of this new found
popul arity was t hat Wnni e assuned t hat t he rol e of | eader shi p was
automatically hers: "I was ready to deputize for Nel son" she wote
(Benjam n, 1985:87). The basis for this belief isalittle unclear,
but | eadi ng as far as Wnni e was concerned, neant telling"... other
peopl e what to do. It did not invol ve di scussi on, argument or the
heedi ng of advice ... Wnni e didnot see the poorer, self-taught ANC
nmenber s as her equal s. They were the rank and fil e. She was wel | born
and well| educated. She was a chief" (G I|bey, 1993:68). This
predi spositionillum nated her i ndependence, and t he anbi gui ty of her

position.
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A research study conducted by the Institute of Black Research
i ntervi ewed 988 wonen i n i ndustrial enpl oynment i nthe Durban Pi net own
region in 1983, and established that 75 per cent of bl ack wonen
enpl oyed wer e bet ween t he ages of 29 and 44 and 45 per cent had | ower
secondary school education - standard 6 - 8.7 They lived mainly in
counci | housing wheretheright toreceivevisitors andthe taking
inof |odgers was formally control |l ed. Wonen in Wnni e' s generation
spent, according to the findings of this research, 8-10 hours in
factori es worki ng and about 5 hours going to and fromwork. But only
26 per cent t hought workers shoul d press for i nproved condi ti ons, and
33 per cent thought that the exclusively white (predom nantly nal e)
managenent coul d be prevail ed upontoinstitutereforns.®Thisis
despite the fact that al though wonen wer e oft en dependent on cash
remttances fromm grant workersinthecities, 12 per cent of wonen
i n sanpl e surveys in 1973 recei ved no such cash rem ttances. ° But,
only 32 per cent of bl ack wonen during this period bel onged to any
communi ty or wonmen's organi sation. Wile 52 per cent of wonen in
i ndustrial enpl oynent bel onged to Trade Uni ons, only 13 per cent
attended such neetings. '° This makes the political significance of
W nni e Mandel a all the nore renmarkabl e because of her highly

assertive character

" http://ww. anc. org. za. ancdocs/ hi st ory/ wonen
8 http://ww. anc. org. za. ancdocs. hi story. wonen
% http://ww. anc. org. za. ancdocs. hi st ory. wonen

10 http://ww. anc. org. za/ ancdocs/ hi st ory/ wonen
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In 1962 when W nni e was el ected to t he Executive Conm ttee of the
Federation of South African Wnen, she unsettl| ed ol der nenbers of the
Federation with a mlitant speech urging young people to gird
t hensel ves for freedom(Joseph, 1986: 210). She al so began very early
on in her political career, to exhibit a weakness for self-
i ndul gence. She descri bed her political involvenent as foll ows: "I
hel d t he sane positions inthe Federation of South African Wnen as
| hadinthe ANCWnen's League. | was chai rl ady of our branch and
| bel onged to the provinci al executive and nati onal executive. That
was really the scope and banner under whi ch wonen coul d operate
legallyinthis country. I n 1958 we had been i nvol ved i n or gani zi ng
t he anti - pass denonstrati ons under the | eadershi p of Lilian Ngoyi .
| was anong t housands of women arrested t hroughout the country”
(Benj anen, 1985:66-67). This characterisation of her political
i nvol venent al so refl ected a preoccupati on of wonen' s organi sati on
with the introduction of pass | aws whi ch had been wi t hdrawn i n t he
face of stringent opposition in 1918. The first national joint
pr ot est organi sed bet ween FSAWand t he ANC Wonen' s League i n Cct ober
27, 1955, was establishedtoreject | egislationintroduced by the
then M ni ster of Native Affairs requiring wonento carry passes. 20
000 women mar ched on the Union Buildings in Pretoria, to hand Dr

Verwoerd a petition with 100 000 signatures.

In their Uni on march t he wonen stood silent for 30 m nutes, with

hands i n congress sal ute, then sang: "Wat hi nt abafazi, Strijdom
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Wt hi nt i nbokodo uzo kuf u! Nowyou have t ouched t he wonen, Strijdom
You have struck arock (You have di sl odged a boul der!) Youw || be
crushed. ' Fewof the nen were prepared for the woren' s nilitancy.
Accordi ng to Mary Benson, Walter Sisulu, former Secretary General of
t he African National Congress w tnessed the march of the 20 000 wonen
onthe Union Buildings inPretoria. Afterwards he askedin jest "How
coul d they dare?" (Schm dt, 1983). But in Novenber 1956, the SA
Congr ess of Trade Unions wote to the Transvaal Provincial Congress
of the Federation of South Afri can Wonen, strongly supportingthe
wonen's actions. "It is the women of South Africa who have
denonstrated to al | progressive forces the true neaning of mlitancy
and organi sati on and we i nthe trade uni on novenent are deterni ned
to foll owyour courageous exanpl e" (Schm dt, 1983). Asaresult in
1959 at the Annual Conference of the ANC of Decenber, the men
reportedl y nade a speci al commenor ati ve banner whi ch read: " Makbongwe
AmaKosi kazi . W thank the | adi es. " The | ast anti - pass denonstrati on
t ook pl ace i n March 1960, prior to the banni ng of the ANC and t he PAC

on April 8 1960, under the terns of the Unl awful O gani sations Act. 13

W nni e was abl e to occupy the void created by the suppressi on of
political activity by bolstering her own position in protest

politics. I nthe wake of the Sowet o student uprising, Wnnie al ong

1 http://ww. anc. org. za. ancdocs/ hi st ory/ wonmen
12 http://ww. anc. org. za. ancdocs/ hi st ory/ wonmen

13 http://ww. anc. org. za. ancdocs/ hi st ory/ wonen
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W t h a physi cian, Dr Nt hat ho Mot ana, started working with the Bl ack
Parent's Association, "... an organi sation of concerned | ocal

pr of essi onal s and church | eaders who acted as a gui di ng hand and
i ntermediary for the students” (Mandel a, 1994:480). It was the first
time she was gi ven a |l eadership positioninapolitical organi sation
solelyinher ownright. She was | oved by a highly politicised Sowet o
youth for echoing their own positions, at a tinme when their

exasperation wth the excesses of the apartheid state, | ed themto
take the lawinto their own hands. Wnni e "was one of the very few
peopl e of standi ng prepared to gi ve us any support” sai d Bar ney
Pi tyana (Muf son, 1990: 205). Her political fortunes were secured when
on June 16 1976, when fi ghting broke out between police and st udents,

W nniereportedly ferriedinjured students tothe hospital in her
Vol kswagen Beetl e. "She was very nuch of a nother to us"” recall ed
Set h Mazi buko, then a student (Mifson, 1990:205). W nnie was
t herefore al so abl e to propagat e t he synbolic rol e of notherhood in
t he Bl ack Parents Associ ation, arole she mght not "... have been
to assune so easily had she not been the nother of the Mandel a

children" (Meintjes, 1998:16).

The primary task of the Bl ack Parents Associ ati on was t o organi se t he
burial of the dead. It was however soon used as a basi s fromwhi ch
torecruit mlitant young activists for guerillatrainingincanps
i n Angol a, Tanzani a and Zanbi a. By t he end of 1976, nore t han 6 000

young activists had | eft the country, accordingto South Afri can
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Police records. Students who crossed the South African border
i ndependent | y woul d be recruited by t he ANC out si de Sout h Afri ca when
t hey requested political asylum(QG | bey, 1993:110). Many PACrecruits
who | eft South Africa were stranded in Lesotho, unable to reach
bases. The ANC by contrast, brought youths to bases i n Zanbi a and
Tanzani a where top of ficial s net them "Wat enhanced its i nage was
when t he chil dren of 1976 | eft i n droves and w ot e back", a hi gh-
ranki ng UDF nenber recal | ed. The youths reported that t hey nmet Tanbo
and wer e gi ven honour abl e receptions. "It gave newconfidenceinthe
ANC" the UDF of ficial said. But the strong-willedyouths |iketheir
ment or Wnni e taught the old exiles afewthings tooas well. The ANC
exi | es coul d not expect unyi el di ng def erence fromthem "I was at Dar
es Sal aamwhen the first group arrived", recall ed ANC executi ve
comm ttee menber, Johnny Makati ni, shaki ng his head in di sbelief, ten
years later. "It took me hours to sell themon the FreedomCharter.
Even though | don't think they bought it ... Tanbo gave a speech and
t he students said they didn't agree wi th sone of the things he said"
(Muf son, 1990:192). The transformati on of the ANC, by the hi ghly
politicised generationof 1976, is significant if not only because
wi t h Nel son Mandel a' s departure fromt he | eadership, they will be

left with the mantl e of power.

The mass buri al s organi sed by the Bl ack Parent's Associ ati on al so
becanme a very strong rallying depot for angry young activists

nmourning the | oss of their peers. The fl anmboyant and extensive
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political exploitation of funerals becane a new weapon of the
i berati on novenent to popularise their cause. "Hanba Kahl e
Unkhonto", the crowd would sing with the lilt alnmost of a |ullaby:
Go, go well, Unkhont o,
Urkhont o, Unkhonto we Zi zwe.

Wem we the peopl e of Unkhonto
Are ready to kill the Boers (Sparks, 1992:342).

The conrades woul d carry the coffins on their shoul ders, performng
t he aggressi ve "toyi-toyi " dance through t he townshi p streets, but
because nmass buri al s needed permts fromthe nagi strate, the M ni ster
of Justice, Kruger, wouldtry to censure themon the basis that "

mass burial for thosekilledintheriots would be nore an exerci se
inpolitical agitationthan an effort to assi st the bereaved, with
the laying to their dead" (G | bey, 1993:109). That is why the
apartheid staterefusedto all ownass burial s to conmenorate those
who di ed during 16 June 1976, Sharpville Massacre. But the Bl ack
Parent' s Associ ati on was abl e t o overcone t hi s obst acl e by usi ng t he
burial of athirteen year-old school boy cal | ed Hect or Pet erson, who
was the first to be buried as a synbolic figure of those who di ed
during Sharpeville. But the Police continued to make arrests in
connectionwiththeriots and those they picked upweretorturedto
reveal what they knew. Those who wer e det ai ned soon f ound out t hat

theinterrogation and torture of suspected agitators, conti nued al ong

simlar lines with rare departures in approach.
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One fornmer student | eader | ater descri bed the process: "The first
thingthat the policedidwastotry to suggest tousthat all this
had happened because of her (Wnnie) ... She nust surely have
suggest ed t hese t hi ngs. She nust surel y have been i nvol ved i n getting
us t o know howt o manuf act ure petrol bonbs - whi ch we deni ed, because
it wasn't true of course” (G| bey, 1993:112). The authorities seened
to think that Wnni e was personal | y responsi bl e for the unrest that
led to Sharpville, maintaining that she was mani pul ati ng and
directing the struggle of thechildren. The truth of the matter was
of course that the Sowet o Representati ve Counci| had organi sed t he
protest, tomlitant agai nst the idea that Afri kaans shoul d be t aught
i n bl ack secondary school s. When W nni e descri bed what had happened
years | ater, she as per usual exaggerated her rol e and t he nagni t ude

of the massacre: [ Before the Soweto uprising] | was very
i nvol ved i n organi si ng t he peopl e and consci enti zi ng t hemabout t he
extrenel y dangerous situationthat was developing ... | nmet with a
f ewl eader s here and suggest ed we formt he Bl ack Parents Associ ati on
to enconpass theentire country ... | was present whenit started.
The chi | dren wer e congregat ed at t he school just two bl ocks away from

her. | sawit all ... The police shot indiscrimnately, killingwell

over a thousand children" (G| bey, 1993:173).

Wnnie' s political activities had sone "uni ntentionally" negative
consequences, as she herself has recalled: "Wrse things have

happened t o peopl e in the struggle, but for a sixteen-year-oldgirl
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(her daughter), it was very hardto take. It was t he hardest thing
for metotake as a nother - that your conmm tment affects t hose who
are very dear to ne" (Goul ds, 1988:52). The trauma thi s experience
caused i s recal | ed by Zi ndzi who wote a col |l ecti on of poens when she
was si xteenentitledBlack as | am one of the nost poi gnant of which
read as follows:

A tree was chopped down
and the fruit was scattered

| cried

because | had lost a famly
the trunk, my father

t he branches, his support
SO much

the fruit, the wife and children
who neant so nuch to him

tasty

| oving as they should be

all upon the ground

some out of his reach

in the ground

the roots, happiness

cut off fromhim

(Joseph, 1986:221)

I n May 1977 W nni e was bani shed to Brandfort, a small Afrikaans t own
inthe Orange Free State, where t he bl ack peopl e di d not even speak

t he sanme | anguage as her.

But Wnnie's profile begantorisedramatically as the ANCI| aunched
t he "Rel ease Mandel a" Canpai gn, even though her synbolic and

political rol es were becom ng i ncreasingly probl emati c. Because of
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her i ndependence, . the ANC had sone reservations in choosingto
draw W nni e in, but the novenent felt that her synmbolic rol e was
i nportant™ (Meintjes, 1998:16). The ANCtherefore, unwittingly,
actively participated in the creation of nyth of Wnnie as the

"Mot her of the Nation" even as "her bani shnment to Brandfort
rei nforced the | egendary status as nati onal synbolic icon that gai ned
her so much political statusintheliberation novenent” (Meintjes,
1998:16). As the international medi a began to focus on her, her
political preem nance becane a matter of course. Wien M's Coretta
Scott King, the American Civil Rights figurehead, net Wnni e, she

woul d say t hat for . me this has been one fo t he greatest and nost
meani ngf ul nonents of ny life,” Ms King decl ared. She descri bed
W nni e as "a great synbol of strength, courage and dedi cati on for
wonen and chi | dren and peopl e everywhere. " Wnni e' s stature rose,
as Nel son's status as a political prisoner gave hi ml egendary st at us.
The 1985 Third World Prize worth $100, 00 was awarded jointly to
Nel son and W nni e Mandel a, for their fight agai nst apartheid.®1In
1985 Wnniereturnedto Soweto intriunph, acel ebrity among her own
peopl e and abroad. She decl ared herself "... a nmenber of the ANC, at

atime when nobody el seinthe country dared to do so. She wore ANC

col ors, though the courts had been knowmntojail anmanfor five years

4 The Ti nes, Friday Septenber 12 1986, p.8: "Enbrace for the
worl d' s tel evision caneras seals talks in Soweto: Ms King recovers
| ost ground with Mandel a, a neeting" by M chael Hornsby.

15 The Ti nes, Sat urday Novenber 30 1985, p.4: "Third World Pri ze
for Mandel as".
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for drinking coffee out of an ANC nug" (Mallaby, 1992:226).
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CHAPTER 3

THE STATE OF EXTRA- PARLI AMENTARY POLI TI CS:

THE ROLE OF W NNI E, THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS AND THE MASS

DEMOCRATI C MOVEMENT I N THE STALEMATE OF THE 1980'S

Inthe first half of 1984 Presi dent P WBot ha, was ri di ng a wave of
success. He had toured Europe after the concl usi on of the Nkonat i
Accord, in which both South Africa and Mozanbi que, agreed not ". ..
toallowtheir territory to be used as springboard for hostile forces
to attack the other. Mozanmbi que agreed to expel the ANCfromits
territory, while South Africa agreed to ease support for the
Mozanmbi quan gueril |l a organi sati on, RENAMO (1988:477). At hone his
success in the 1983 referendum enabled himto pronul gate the
introduction of atricanmeral parlianment for Whites, |Indians and
Col oureds. He al so established newl ocal authorities for blacks, who
wer e supposed t o handl e t he conpl ex townshi p adm ni strations with
nei t her a popul ar base or adequate funds. | nstead of repressive
dom nati on, P. W Botha was now offering "co-optive dom nati on"

(Moorcroft, 1990:301).

This i s what pronpted the revolt of 1984-1986, whi ch was not only a
children's revolt. Parents, teachers, unioni sts and churchnen were
sucked i nto t he mael stromof rebellion, sothat as the turnoil grew

a cumul ative, but definitive, objective energed: the overthrowof the



21

apartheidregine. So whilethe ANC, underground and il legal, was
pl eased to cl ai mthe credit for what was goi ng on, a nore accurate
anal ysis would seemto be that the war of the township was a
spont aneous attenpt to i nprove the living conditions of black South
Africans.® Therevolt rejected the South Afri can governnment'sill -
found conclusion that "Nothing is fated to happen in history,
provi ded one knows howto interveneintine. One can struggl e agai nst
thetrend [of history]", ... the apartheid governnent t hought that
"one can create a newtrend. It issinply amtter of will and of
faith" (Cock et al., 1989:259). It was thought that if the worst
excesses of aparthei d were addressed, and conmuni ti es reorgani sed
under t he guardi anshi p of | eaders synpat hetic tothe regime, thenthe
hard political questions will di sappear. The | ong-termobj ecti ve was
"to get asufficient nunber of prom nent peopleto participate so
that eventual |y those who still lust after revolutionw || becone as
irrelevant in South Africaasthey areinthe USor Britain" (Cock

et al., 1989:147).

| n Septenber 1984, "... a protest in Sharpevill e agai nst proposed
rent increases culmnated in riots which then spread to other
townshi psinthe Vaal triangle ... the centre of violence shiftedto
t he East Rand and t he Eastern Cape. As it easedthere, it flared up

i nthe Western Cape. Then Dur ban. Then East London. Then Pretori a.

® Financial Mail, April 12 1985, p.59: "Bl ack Unrest: Councils
in Crisis".
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What began as a spont aneous out bur st over | ocal grievances devel oped
into asustained attenpt to destroy the whol e bl ack | ocal authority
systent (Blunmenfelded. (1987:80-81). The enotive word "Sharpeville"
was once agai n echoed rat her om nousl y'” and unrest fol |l owed, but
thereis alack of unanamty, onwho orchestratedit. It was at best
an ill-defined attenpt to destroy the structure of bl ack | ocal
governnent . ¥ The response of the government was to aut hori sethe
army to nmove into the townshi p provoking i ntense oppositionfrom
bl ack reli gious and political groups, trade uni ons and t he comunity
medi a. The United Wonen's Organi sation, a UDF affiliate, summed up
their feelings whenit declared: "The United Wnen's Organi sati on
call s ontroopstoleave our township ... W knowthe pai n of troops
t aki ng young wonen, of raping and of fear of wal kingin our streets
because of the troops. We call on young conscriptstorefuseto go

into our areas" (Cock et al., 1989:71).

It was during this period, that the call went out fromthe ANCin
Lusaka t o t he bl ack yout hs of South Africato "nake t he t ownshi ps
ungover nabl e" (Leach, 1986:174). It's call for ungovernability was
opportuni smpersonified. It fitted in neatly with the grow ng

mlitarisminthe towshi ps. The maintarget of "... the uprising was

7 Financial Mil, Septenmber 7 1984, p.45: "Black Unrest
Vi ol ence is Spreadi ng".

8 Financial Mil, Septenber 7 1984, p.45: "Black Unrest
Viol ence is Spreading".
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t he bl ack | ocal councillors, police andinforners, all seen as agents
of apartheid. Twel ve councillors were killed, the hones of nore than
300 were and 240 resigned their posts ... Bl ack policenen had to be
housed in white areas ... The sunmary and horri bl e executi on of
suspected infornmers by firing a gasoli ne-doused tyre around their
necks, soon shut down the policeintelligence network i nto bl ack
politics" (O Meara, 1996: 326). But the issue of towards just whom
vi ol ence shoul d be directed seens to be one over which thereis
di sagreenent i nthe ANC. Reddy Mazi nba, the ANCrepresentativein
Harare, was attributed with theinjunctionthat "Wite parents woul d
have to go to t he graveyards when the ANC s of fensi ve reached white
areas and white school s", athreat which was swiftly repudi at ed by

the ANC s Lusaka office (Frankel et al., 1988:246).

Thi s sentinment was replicated el sewhere when Wnni e tol d a huge cr owd
in the townshi p of Kagi so near Krugersdorp that "the time for
speeches and debat e has cone to an end". The year 1986, she saidto
enor nmous appl ause, woul d see the "l i berati on of the oppressed nasses
of this country. Wework inthe white man's kitchen. We bring up the
white man' s children. W woul d have kil |l ed t hemat any ti ne we want ed
to. Toget her, hand-in-hand with our sticks and our nmat ches, w t h our
neckl aces, we shall liberate this country” (Saunders, 1989: 480).
W nnie had said this despite the fact that O iver Tanbo, the
Presi dent of the African National Congress, had stated at the hei ght

of the uprising, that the ANC s mai n objective was not "amlitary
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victory, but toforce Pretoriatothe negotiatingtable" (MKinley,
1997:78). The anbiguity of this positionis echoed el sewhere because
t he ANC propagated the i ntensification of the struggle, saying "l et
us toget her, under the | eadershi p and unbrel |l a of the ANC, render
aparthei d South Afri ca even nore ungover nabl e. Let every t ownshi p and
every community become a stronger organised fortress of our

revol ution" (Rantete, 1998:125).

It is estimated that as a result of this call for a spontaneous
rejection of the brutal oppression of political dissent, the
i nci dence of Unkhonto we Sizwe's attacks on governnment forces
i ncreased fromfour in 1976 to 895 by Cct ober 1988. These attacks not
only kept the governnent forcesin astate of agitation, but al so
denystifiedthe notionof theinvincibility of the apartheid state.
When t he SADF | aunched an attack on al |l eged ANC bases i n Maput o,
Mozanbi que in 1978 kil ling 13 peopl e, MKresponded wi th a bonb bl ast
at t he Koeber g nucl ear power plant i n Decenber 1982. When t he SADF
| aunched anot her attack on an ANC out post i n Maseru, Lesotho, killing
42 peopl e, MKresponded wi th a car bonb attack in Pretoriain My
1983" (Rantete, 1998:126). These devel opnents gave MK a cl oak of
heroi smthat inflated the effects of these attacks onthe apartheid
state, and nade it easier to nobilise mlitant youth behind the
novenent' s programme. But Chi ef Buthel ezi belittled ANCeffortsto
| aunch guerillaattacksonmlitary targets in South Africa. As one

| nKat ha of ficial commented, "The arned struggl e has been goi ng on for
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twenty years now, and other than a few bonbi ngs, nothing has

happened” (Leonard, 1983:51).

This attitude was replicated el sewhere. Ina 1981 report inthe New
York Tinmes, apparently reflecting sonme official South African
sources, ANC sabot age successes were described as "a form of
political graffiti" (Leonard, 1983:57), not causi ng any significant
econom c or mlitary damage. Inturn, the ANC nocked But hul ezi's
integrity, accusing himof tryingto hijack the revolution. "He |l eft
the nationandjoinedthe tribe", asserted Dr Nt at ho Mot hl ana, the
hi ghl y respect ed Sowet an | eader. Thi s assessnent becones even nore
significant inviewof Walter Fel gate's subm ssions to t he TRC behi nd
cl osed doors that But hul ezi worked cl osely with Boss fromthe early
1970s. 19 But regardl ess of Buthul ezi's assessnment of the ability of
Unkhonto W-Si zwe' s ability to overthrowt he apartheid regi nme t hr ough
the armed struggle, triunphalismwas quite clearly inthe air.?°
Ar chbi shop Desnond Tut u hi ghl i ghted the strai n of martyrdomwhi ch was
runni ng deep anong the youth, saying "W've got a new breed of
children. They believethey aregoingtodie... andthe frightening

thingisthat they actually don't care" (Johnson, 1988:122). In fact

19 Mail and Guardi an, Novenber 27 to Decenber 3 1988, p.1:
But hul ezi "was Boss's man in U undi".

20 One "freedomsong" ended with the words: "W're goingtotake
over, take over, take our country i nthe Mugabe way, Run away run
away, Bot ha, UnkKhonto has arrived, W are the sol di ers of Luthuli,
| ed by Mandel a, Evenif it is bad we are goi ng, nove asi de and gi ve
us way" (Johnson, 1988:121).
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i n Cctober 1987, at the age of 13, Stonpi e Mokhetsi didn't think he
woul d |'i ve much | onger. He inti mated t hat " They can cone and get ne
at any tine", he reportedly remarked to Peter Goodwi n, a British
journalist who had tracked hi mdown t o Tumahol e t ownshi p. "' mlikely

to die in the struggle", he said. "But the struggle will go on".?

However, the coercive apparatus of the state remained a |l argely
cohesive unit, unthreatened at the mlitary | evel and i nsul at ed at
t he i deol ogi cal | evel. It containedinsurrectionary viol ence through
the i solation of certain townships and the introduction of vigilante
groups, catalysing afrenzy of interneci ne bloodlettingthat did
littletoinprovethe imge of the ANC. As Fri ednan observed ". ..
whi | e sone street conm ttees appear to have enjoyed t he support of
residents, others seened to have been i nposed onthem While sone
"peopl e' s courts" seenmed to enjoy a hi gh degree of | egitinmacy, others
were al |l egedly used to i npose the will of small groups of unel ected
activists" (Marais, 1998, p.58). Eveninthe nost mlitant townshi ps
this "dual " power situationreflected not the usurping of power but
its dispersal. It was characterised by the | ack of effective control
onits participants by either the state or its challengers. It was
a probl emexarcebated by therole of mlitarised youth. As Hysl op

wr ot e St udents and youth formed the shock troops of the

21 The Wekly Mail, February 17 to February 23 1989, p.3: "The
short, but extraordinary lifeof thelittle general” by Thandeka
Gqubul e and Shaun Johnson.
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out br eak, nounti ng pi ckets, organi si ng nass acti ons and engagi ng in
street battles with the arnmy and the police ... [During 1984-85]
yout h becane the foot soldiers of a battle for control of the

township streets" (Seekings, 1993:50).

Inits worst mani festation, according to one | eader, the youth
nmovenent had becone "one big frustrated organismwi th al ot of energy
at its disposal, but facedwth a confused direction... and findi ng
the only option to be to face things head on. When you have huge
nunmber s not properly politicisedyou often see nob responses and
there are great dangers inthat" (Johnson, 1988:123). Wnnie's fiery
tenperanment therefore had a particularly strong appeal to the
di sgruntl| ed youth who saw thenselves as fighting a just war.
Addressing a rally at Bekkersdal, about 25 m | es sout h-east of
Johannesburg Wnni e tol d themthat "Any white person who cones here
tointerferewi th us or who cones to preach peace - t hat person nust
not | eave Bekkersdal alive. Their w ves and nothers will have to
fetch themas corpses". 22 The ANC has often created t he i npressi on
that it created the organi sational inpetus that sustainedthese kind
of activities, but it is doubtful that they were internal expressions
of the ANC. Al though, in sone cases |ike the af orenenti oned, the use
by i ndi vidual s I'i ke Wnni e of the symbol s and rhetoric of the ANC

hel ped di scour age i ndependent organizinginitiative and contain

22 The Ti mes, February 89 1991 Friday, p.11l: Threat by Wnnie
Mandel a by Ray Kennedy.
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i deol ogi cal heterogeneity.

The est abl i shnent of people's courts helpedtoinstitutionalizea
cul ture of violencethat was fuel | ed and not necessarily started by
W nni e who presi ded over peopl e's courts, thereby legitim zing an
"inperfect"” para-legal systemthat regularly sentenced al | eged
of f enders t o "whi ppi ngs" by angry yout h as t he upri si ng of the 1980s
gai ned nomentum I n the worst mani festati on of a peopl e centred
justice "... agroup of rioting youths in Sharpeville pulled Sam
Dhl am ni, deputy mayor of the Community Council, out of his house,
hacked hi mt o pi eces on hi s doorstep, threwhis body in his car and
set it on fire" (Sparks, 1992:266).2 In Alexandria township
"conrades" established a "people's court” to hear charges of
col I aborati on and om nously hung two tyres onthe wall in place of
the scales of justice. Agraffiti on awall in Athlone townshi p,
captured t he sonbre nood of thetine, whenit proclainmed, "Kill acop

for Jesus" (Sparks, 1992:266).2% As a result of these contradictions

22 The identification of collaborators coul d be deci dedly nore
crude, and | ess perfect, as was the case i n Duduza t ownshi p, west of
Johannesbur g, when a nob neckl aced "... a young factory worker, Maki
Skosana, who was suspected of beingthe girlfriend of a man suspect ed
of havi ng i ssued booby-trapped grenades to three ' conrades', who bl ew
t henmsel ves up when they tried to use them No proof, just suspicions.
They chased Maki across the veld at the funeral of the dead
' conrades', caught her, stoned her, tore her clothes of f, and set her
on fire, and whil e she burned soneone ranmmed a br oken bottl e i nto her
vagi na" (Sparks, 1992: 266).

24 An elderly person conpl ai ned that children are right to
battl e for freedom but they must respect ol der peopl e. People's
courts are not theright way. Children can't discusstheir father's
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Zwel akhe Si sulu, inhis keynote address to the nati onal educati on
conference in Durban in March 1986, distinguished between
"di sciplined, organi sed yout h", who hel ped to set up account abl e
"organs of people's power"”, and the "bands of youth" who fornmed

Kangar oo courts.

According to a "m ddl e-aged man" fromSebokeng i n the Vaal Tri angl e:
"Sebokeng was sl i di ng dangerously cl ose to anarchy. W found bands
of youths being alawunto thensel ves ... Everyone hereis angry with
t he way our affairs are adm ni stered. Qur rents are anong t he hi ghest

. But | donot |ikethe way t he whol e t hi ng has taken over by our
children ... Some of themdid not knowwhat the fighting was all
about" (Seekings, 1993:80-81). Ideol ogically the UDF functioned as
an interlocutor for the ANC/ SACP but it failed to provide the
i nternal resistance canpaign wi th a coherent strategy to decapitate
the apartheidregine. By its own account, it was forcedtoreact to
t he "spontaneity of actions inthe townships”, and was "trail[ing]
behi nd t he masses, thus nmaking it nore difficult for disciplinednass
actionto take place (Marais, 1998:59). The concom tant result of
t hi s organi sational | apse was that in | ate 1988, popul ar forces
merged as the Mass Denocratic Movenent (MDM, to incorporate a
mul tiplicity of organisations, to |launch a canpaign of mass

di sobedi ence. It resenbl ed t he ki nd of al | i ance propagat ed by t he

probl ems. These conrades, they need us too. We will pay if we
m sdirect them now' (Johnson, 1988:119).
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ANC s Politico-Mlitary strategy Comm ssionin 1979, afront created
to "... express the broadest possible working together of all
or gani sati ons, groups, and i ndi vi dual s genui nel y opposed to raci st
aut ocracy" (Marais, 1998:53). The Conm ssi on had been set up as part
of the ANC s 1978-9 strategic reviewconference where unusual |y
strong criticismof the ANC s perfornmance was vented. The Mass
Denocrati c Movenent, whi ch had the UDF and Cosatu at its "strategic
core", was weldedintoafightingalliance which conprised of sone
600 conmuni ty, student, church, professional and other affiliate

organi sations restricted under the State of Enmergency.?®

When the ANC finally assenbl ed at Kabwe, Zanmbia for its second
consul tative conference on 16 June 1985, its deci sion on a people's
war had been hi ghly i nfl uenced by t hese devel opnents. | n openingthe
Kabwe Conference and arguing the case for MK to establish nmass
revol uti onary bases anong t he nasses, AQiver Tanbo saidthat "... as
aresult of the strength and tenacity of the peopl e' s of fensi ve many
areas i n our country are engaged i n active struggl e as a consci ous
revol uti onary force and accept the ANC as t heir vanguar d novenent"
(Rantete, 1998:123). According tothe people's war plan, snmall bands
of arnmed yout h equi pped wi t h hone- nade weaponry were to be forned to
| ead townshi p struggles. This situationledan elderlyresident in

t he bl ack t ownshi p of Al exandriain April 1986 wat chi ng a group of

25 Financial Mail, August 4 1989, p.42: "Mass Denocratic
Moverment. What's in a nanme?"
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t eenagers erect a roadbl ock of burningtyres at the end of his dirt
road to assert that "This revolution”, he said, "it is a child"
(Johnson, 1988:94). I nthe sane nont h a Johannesbur g newspaper editor
wrote that "[Black] South Africa had experienced a cul tural
revol ution, a netanorphosis in values and conventions of the
pr of oundest type ... Young peopl e have experi enced an unpr ecedent ed
mor al ascendency. They are known uni versally as "the youth", the
| egi on of bl ack teenagers who for the |l ast two years have provi ded
t he shock troops of a nati onw de popul ar i nsurrection. Thi s has been

a children's war" (Johnson, 1988:94).

The need for adramatic political restructuring had becone mani f est
and the courage to proceedwithit had been nustered. Inplicit in
this type of strategy was the recognition that "... [When the
pr obl em sol ving capacities of therulers begintofail, the hegenony
entersacrisis; control will keep these social and political forces
i npower for acertain period, but they are al ready dooned" (Marais,
1998: 77). It was during this periodthat Wnnie founded t he Mandel a
Uni t ed Football O ub, aimng, she said, to "renove the boys fromthe
streets as part of a programto cut down on petty crinme" (Mall aby,
1992:226). But it was not | ong before stories beganto circul ate of
their m sdeeds. It was saidto have punished "... two t eenage boys
who had unwi sely insulted a cl ub nenber by draggi ng themoff to
W nni e' s house, carving "VIVA ANC' and "M into their flesh, and

applying battery acidto their wounds. Then, on Decenber 29, 1988,
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t he team ki dnapped four boys froma Met hodi st m ssion house in
Sowet 0" (Mal | aby, 1992:226). The fact that the Mandel a United
Footbal |l C ub was ableto carry out these atrocitieswthinpunity,
isitself areflectionof the disintegration of extra-parlianmentary
politics. As far back as in May 1985, a UDF anal ysi s had suggest ed
t hat the establishment of the UDF had "... seen the fl owering of
organi sations t hroughout the country. Yet inthe sanme period we have
seen rel ati vel y spont aneous nmass nobi | i sati on sweep the country |i ke
wi I dfire. The rel ati onshi p bet ween t he processes of nobilisation and
organi sationis avery conpl ex and dynam c one. Onethingis clear
however: the process of nobilization has far outstri pped that of

organi sation" (Price, 1991:203).

The uni on novenent whi ch was brui sed by t he ongoi ng ef fects of the
1988-9 recession, was able to confirmits status as the nost powerf ul
conponent of the denocratic novenent. It had retained "... the
capacity to challenge the ruling bloc through tactical engagenents
t hat i ncl uded, but were not restricted to mass protests. Wth t he UDF
battered onto t he sidelines, popul ar organi sati ons regrouped ar ound
t he uni on novenent and church bodi es, whi ch assumed t he mant | e of
political | eadership of the MDM' (Marais, 1998:61). It woul d be
pressure fromleft aligned menbers of the Mass Denocrati c Movenent,
| ed by wor ki ng cl ass hero Cyril Ramaphosa, that would later mlitate
for Wnnie'srelegationfromnmai nstreampolitical life, for these

m sdeneanours. However, within ashort space of time the unions,
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SAYCO and several wonen's organizations "el ected" to becone
i ncorporatedintothe structures of the ANC. SACP Deput y- Gener al
Secretary, Jereny Gonin, characterisedthis as a"Bteamnentality".
He sai d "Peopl e abandoned t hei r organi zati ons and j oi ned t he mai n
political organi zation. The real experience and worth of the popul ar
novenment s was not under st ood; they were seen as a ki nd of "B-teant,
a substituteuntil the "A-teanmt [the ANC] coul d enter the pl ayi ng

field (Marais, 1998:73).
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CHAPTER 4

THE MORAL DI LEMVA CREATED BY THE ESTABLI| SHVENT

OF THE MANDELA UNI TED FOOTBALL CLUB

The deci sion to confront Wnni e came frombel ow, when t he Mandel a
house was burnt down by angry yout h who had becone di sgruntled with
t he antics of the "all eged” footbal |l club. M CGeorge Nobel a, a store
wor ker, said: "Hearts are sore, as if we have | ost someone who becane
mad. Peopl e used to respect Ms Mandel a, % but nowwi th t he f oot bal |
club, killing all these youngsters, peopl e have doubts".?” Duri ng
this periodpolitical graffiti appeared in a Johannesburg suburb. It
read: "Rel ease Mandel a, Hang Wnni e. " The sl ogan reportedl y refl ect ed
t he wi despread hostility by township residents tothe behavi our of
her football team 22 This assessnent i s instructive because Wnni e
was a heroine, alarger thanlife, al nost nythical figure, who for

what ever reason had been gi ven enor nous st at ure by a comuni ty whi ch

% Nomavenda Mat hi ane wote an articleinFrontline, descri bing
the treatnent of Wnnie as hypocritical. She asserted that:
""headlines' like'fallenidol' createtheinpressionthat bl acks had
revered the ' Mot her of the Nation'. Thefact isthat thistitleis
a nystery, and nmany bl ack peopl e have never known where it canme from
The titl e was made popul ar i nthe eyes of the outside world, which
shows that if a small group of peopl e set out with a determ nation
to create a lie they can succeed" (G| bey, 1993:222).

27 The Ti mes, Saturday February 18 1989, p.7: "Fear reigns in
house of outcast Ms Mandel a" by Gavin Bell.

28 The Tinmes, Septenber 19 1990, p.9: "Fallen idol Wnnie
Mandel a receives little synpathy from angry bl acks” by Gavin Bell.
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was now forced to chal l enge her. It wasn't just that chall engi ng
W nni e inher ownright was a task that i ndividual nmenbers of the
|'i berati on novenent felt unequal to. They al so had to consi der

potential danage to the anti-apartheid novenent as a whol e.

It woul d not | ook good to the rest of the world if one of the nost
influential South African acti vi sts agai nst oppressi on was known to
be keepi ng young nen host age i n her house. Especi al | y when sone of
t hembore marks of arecent assault, and one of themhad conpl etely
di sappeared” (G| bey, 1993:194). The Mandel a Cri sis Conmittee t hat
was established toraiseissues of concern as mandat ed by a r obust
array of popul ar organi sations collectively identifiedas the Mass
Denmocratic Movenent "... hadtotry and bottl e up a woman who had
becone fanous for her indomtability; they hadtotry and sil ence
sonmeone whose greatest skill was to keep tal ki ng when everyone el se
had been si |l enced".?® Unfortunately, for the Mandel a Orisis Commttee
at a community hall neeting at Dobonsvill e, where every community
or gani sati on was represented, it becane cl ear that Stonpi e, one of
t he yout hs al | egedl y abduct ed and assaul t ed by nmenbers of the Mandel a
Foot bal | Cl ub, had been killed. When Kati za Cebekhul u, who was a

menber of the notorious football team was asked outright if Stonpie

29 Weekly Mail, February 17 to February 23 1989, p.2: "The
hi gher the pedestal, the longer they fall" by Anton Harber.
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was dead, he replied, "Yes".30

At about this time, a daily newspaper reported that the Mandel a
Crisis Commttee had identified Katiza Cebekhulu as a police
informer. "The crisis coonmttee saidit had established he had wor ked
for the security police and had been rej ected by two anti - gover nent
organi sations, the UDF and | nkat ha". 3 Al ot of |ocal residents al so
found it strange that Jerry Ri chardson, the Mandel a Foot bal |l Cl ub
Coach, who had not worked for ten years, was dropped of f fromwork
by "white people".3 The Crisis Committee founditself dealingwth

a cl ub whi ch was not known f or . 1ts soccer prowess but one which
was bei ng accused by Sowet o resi dents of out-and-out thuggery and
drunkenness and of nol esting young girls".3 Accordingto a South
African Yout h Congress activist, the football teamhad refusedto

beconme accountable to representative youth structures in the

pr ogr essi ve novenent. He however then asserted that state repression

30 He also admtted to taking part in the beating of Mno,
Mekgwe and Kgase, but when asked why he reportedly becane confused
Kati za cl ai med "They were just bei ng beaten”, he said. "And | felt
i ke beating up”" (G| bey, 1993:198).

31 Weekly Mail, February 24 to March 2 1989, p.2: "Did State
Agents Infiltrate teanf?"

% The Weekly Mail, Friday March 3 1989 to Thursday March 9
1989, p.2: "The strange and suspi ci ous hi story of Wnni e's coach by
Johnny Maseko and Thandeka Ggubul e".

3 The Ti mes, Wednesday February 15 1989, p.8: "G owi ng pressure
on Ms Mandel a fromboth sides in South Africa as prison fast protest
spreads: Second deat h fuel s 'footbal |l club' scandal " by Ray Kennedy.
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had al | owed this situation to devel op. 3 As one community | eader
asserted in frustration: "During our attenpts to secure their
rel ease, their captors excused their conduct on the grounds that they
were protecting these young people fromi nproper conduct by our
m ni ster. Investigations by community | eaders i ndi cate that t hese
al | egati ons are groundl ess and were i nt ended to defl ect community
anger away fromthe vi ol ent treatnent neted out to the young peopl e

by their abductors”.

An additional twist to the tale was added when three youths
"al | egedl y" abducted by M's Wnni e Mandel a' s footbal | team"cl ai ned"
t hat they were ordered to nake al | egati ons of sexual abuse agai nst
Ol ando West Met hodi st Church M ni ster, Rev. Paul Verryn. Bi shop
Pet er Storey, who conveyed this informationtothe nedia, saidthat
t he church had nedi cal proof that three youths who were returnedto
hi s care on January 16 had been assaul t ed. He t her ef ore suggest ed
that it was necessary to ask
* Why, i f these yout hs were bei ng rescued fromabuse, were t hey
forci bly abducted, assaulted and held against their will?~
* Why did community | eaders, after questioning three of the
yout hs, unani nously di scount the allegations?

* Why di d t he yout hs rel eased i nto his care vol unt eer that they

34 Weekly Mail, January 27 to February 2 1989, p.2: "Soweto
anger at Wnnie "teant: O ains that four youths ki dnapped; one still
m ssi ng” by Thandeka Gqubul e.
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had been instructed to all ege sexual m sconduct?

* Wiy di d the al | egati ons agai nst Rev Verryn cone fromtwo peopl e
who participatedinthe abduction or the assaults? These two
peopl e, according to Bishop Peter Storey, were Ms Xol i swa
Fal ati, a woman who was gi ven sanctuary at the Met hodi st
m ssi on and Kat hi za Cebukhul u, who | ai d a charge of i ndecent

assault against Rev Verryn. 3

When Fi nk Haysom a |l egal representative of the exiled ANC, travel |l ed
to Lusaka to brief Tanmbo on neetings between the Mandela Crisis
Comm ttee and Wnni e on t he abduct ed yout hs, Tanbo reportedly t hrew
up hi s hands and covered his face: "Wat nust | do?" he excl ai ned,

"We can't control her. The ANCcan't control her. Wetriedto control

her, that's why we formed the Crisis Conmttee. You nust tell the
Crisis Conmttee that they nust do nore" (G | bey, 1993:194). It was
only two days after Stonpie's post nortemthat the Mass Denocratic
Movenent i ssued a public statenment distancingitself fromWnnie and
her soccer team ¢ After the press conference Wnnie refused to speak

toreporters but two years | ater, she nai ntai ned that "the statenent

35 The Star, Thursday, February 2 1989, p.6: "Yout hs 'ordered'
to cl ai msexual assault. Methodi st m ni ster franed, says bi shop" by
Adel e Bal et a.

36 At a press conference, the public secretary, Miurphy Morobe,
fl anked by UDF president Archie Gunede, and the trade union's
president, Elijah Barayi, i ssued a statenent intinmatingthat Wnnie
had abused t he trust and confi dence whi ch she had enj oyed over t he
years (G | bey, 1993:218).
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literally found us guilty of murder. | was tri ed by these so-cal |l ed
| eaders and they cal |l ed a press conference purportingto speak on
behal f of the country. Most of the real | eaders of the people were
behi nd bars" (G| bey, 1993:218). This assessnent isis not altogether
fair because in a statenent rel eased external |y t he ANC had sai d t he
fol | ow ng:

"In the light of reports about its activities in the
recent past our organi sation conplenentingtheinitiatives
of | eadi ng personalities of the Mass Denocrati c Movenent
triedtouseitsinfluenceto bring about the di sbandi ng
of the group. Unfortunately our counsel was not heeded by
Conr ade W nni e Mandel a. The situati on has been further
conplicated by the fact that she did not bel ong to any
structures and therefore did not benefit from the
di sci pline counselling and collectivity of the Mass
Denocratic Movement" (G |bey, 1993:212-213).

I t was Donahue who, virtual ly al one anong j ournal i sts, asked Wnni e
about the Stonpie affair.3 Heled up tothe subject by playi ng an
extract of an intervi ewhe had conducted wi th Mandel a shortly after
his release. The interviewis recorded as follows:

Donahue: M Mandel a, do you see the upcomng trial of the

head of t he Wnni e Mandel a soccer teamfol | owi ng t he death
of the young adol escent as anot her governnment set up?

Nel son Mandel a: Wl l, | have no doubt that it is. The way
t he Sout h Afri can police have conducted t hensel ves inthe
i nvestigation of the so-call ed of fence has beentotally
di sgraceful. Andit is clear that their intenti on was not

37 Jul i a Bel afonte, wi fe of the entertainer and activist Harry
Bel af ont e, sunmed up the attitude of African-Areri cans when she said
"We don't know what happened over there. And in any case its
irrelevant inrelationtothe positive power she has di spl ayed and
t he pressure she has been under. She's a wonderful rol e nodel for
wormren” (G | bey, 1993:238).
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to investigate the conm ssion of any crine, but it was
partly to destroy the inmage of the famly.

"Do you wish to add anything to that?" Donahue asked
W nni e.

Unfortunately, interns of thelawin South Africa, the
caseisstill goingonandl cannot personally conment on
it," shesaid. "But as you well know, it was never really
atrial of M Richardson. Thetrial itself was conducted
by the press, andit was the fam|ly that was ontrial. If
| had been part of that, the natural thing for the
gover nnent woul d have been to charge us. | was not gi ven
t hat opportunity to be charged and to cl ear nyself ina
court of law "

You wer e not only not charged, you were not called as a
wi t ness, " comment ed Donahue.

"1 amnot called as awitness, | still | ook forwardto one
of those. That's the only way | can expl ain nyself tothe
public," replied Wnnie.

"No-one renotely suggests that you supported or co-
operated in this nurder."

"The South African press did."

"Well all right. Okay they did," conceded Donahue.
(G I bey, 1993:239).

W nni e renai ned unavai l able to reporters during this period, but then
she gave aninterviewto NBC News, with along and det ai | ed account

of what she said had really happened.

W nni e asserted that "The tragedy i s that t he Reverend Paul Verryn
has a nedi cal probl emwhi ch needs t o be addressed by responsi bl e
| eaders. Its a psychol ogi cal problem | don't understand howa nman
of his standing continues to sodom se black children. He is

continuingwiththese activitieswiththe full know edge of sone of
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t he top menbers of the church. My responsibility as another isto
drawattentiontothis problem(G | bey, 1993:206). Inaninterview
wi th Henni e Serfonteinof Netherlands tel evision, shesaid, "I feel
atotal betrayal by everyone who has engagedinthis sordidaffair.
| regardit as sordid and | amhurt that | ocalities couldswtch over
at just the snap of afinger. | amastounded that political |oyalties
coul d not stand asinpletest of this nature" (G| bey, 1993: 206).
Thi s was because t he | eader shi p of the MOMdrafted t he unprecedent ed
st at enent condemi ng Wnnie's "conplicity" inthe abduction and death
of teenage activi st Stonpei Seipei. The Secretary General of the ANC
Al fred Nzo, asserted that "thetrial infact was inviolationof the
spirit of agreenents negoti at ed bet ween t he gover nnent and t he ANC

He cal |l ed for the suspension of thetrial, ... hetoldusthat
we shoul d al | sinply forget the whol e thing" (Karon, T. 1991: 29). But
while the matter was on trial a Wnni e Mandel a Support Committee
announced itself in sycophantic terms, expressing itself in
sycophantic ternms, expressing its "unqualified support for our
conr ade Mot her" (Karon, T. 1991:2), and the ANC s allies in the

I nternati onal Defence and Aid Fund paid her |egal funds.
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CHAPTER 5

WNNIE, THE TRUTH AND RECONCI LI ATI ON COVM SSI ON AND THE

AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS I N A POST- APARTHEI D SOUTH AFRI CA

"I'n agenerationof swne", the famed Areri can journalist, Hunter S.
Thonson reportedly once wote, "the one-eyed pigis King."®#Thisis
a very cynical remark, but it aptly captures the actions of an
i ndi vi dual whose noral rectitude has often degenerated into the
ultimate noral " babbel as". But in nmacabre rhetorical gymastics, the
ANCtriedto present Wnnie at the Stonpietrial, as avictimof sone
obscur e conspi racy to underm ne t he novenent. Effectively andtothe
consternati on and pai n of many of its "truly" principlednenbers, the
ANC encour aged t he predi sposition that if you "love ne, |ove ny
dog."* It is therefore ironic that just when the way had seened
clear, withthe triunph of the ANCinthe first non-racial el ections
W nni e was subpoenaed t o appear before the Human Ri ghts Vi ol ati ons
Committeeinterns of section 29 of the Act. Thi s devel opnent arose
as aresult of the work of the Truth and Reconciliati on Comi ssi on, %
set up by Presi dent Mandel ato investi gate and account for a nyri ad

of atrocities commtted during the apartheid era.

® Die Suid-Afrikaan, April/Mei 1991, p.26: "Di |l emmas of public
accountability: The Case of W nnie Mandel a" by Tony Karon.

3% Karon, T. 1991: 26.

40 Mandani, M Reconciliation with Justice, |Issue 46. South
African Revi ew of Books. November/ Decenber 1996.
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Wnnie was |linked to 18 crinmes, with one report describing the
subpoena givento her as readinglike "a script for a horror novie"
(Meredith, M 1997:44). But the fate of Stonpi e was the | east of
W nnie's troubl es. The nunber of nurders for which she has been
associ ated vari es wi dely, but when she appear ed before the Trut h and
Reconciliation the followi ng were delineated as significant:

Stonpie Seipei: It is allegedthat he was al ready dyi ng
af t er havi ng been beat en at Madi kazel a- Mandel a' s house,
and that she ordered and took part in the assault.

Dr Abu Asvat: It is alleged he was kill ed on Madi kazel a-
Mandel a's orders, after he had exam ned Stonpei.

Fi nkie Msom : Al1l3 year oldgirl shot dead in arevenge
attack on a Soweto house, reportedly ordered by
Madi kazel a- Mandel a.

Kuki Zwane: Her murder near Orl ando rail way station on
Decenber 18 1988 was a nystery until Ri chardson cl ai ned
during atelevisioninterview, that he had kill ed her as
she was a suspected police informer on Mdi kazel a-
Mandel a' s i nstructions.

Sicelo Dl onp: It was assuned he had been nmurdered by t he
security forces on January 23, 1988, but there were
all egations to the effect that he had been killed on
Madi kazel a- Mandel a' s orders, as a suspected inforner.

Mor gan Banbi sa: H s death i s | i nked t o Madi kazel a- Mandel a
in an amesty application.

Susan Maripe: Her death is connected to Madi kazel a-
Mandel a, in a statement made to the Truth Conm ssion.

Xol a Makhaul a: He was killed in a shebeen brawl in 1987,
but his AK-47 was reportedl y kept at Madi kazel a- Mandel a' s
house.

Maxwel | Madonda: A nenber of the mandel a Uni t ed Foot bal
Cl ub, died whiletryingto kidnap anot her yout h accused
of being an "inpi" on Madi kazel a- Mandel a' s orders.

Two MK gueri |l as, Mal ul eke and Mbenenge and a white police
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officers, Sergeant Pretorius: All threewerekilled during
a shoot-out at Richardson's house on Novenber 9 1988.
Madi kazel a- Mandel a i s al | eged to have delivered the two
guerillas to Ri chardson, who was a police spy - Lol o Sono
and Si boni so Tshabal al a: They di sappeared i n Novenber 1988
after allegedly being questioned and assaul ted at
Madi kazel a- Mandel a' s house on suspi ci on of havi ng "sol d
out” Mal ul eke and Moenenge, to the police.

The ki dnappi ng and torture of two brothers, Peter and
Phi | i p Makhanda i n 1988, al | egedl y on Madi kazel a- Mandel a' s
instructions and in her presence.

The at t enpt ed nur der of | nkaneng Ler ot hodi in 1989. The
yout h al | egedl y accused by Madi kazel a- Mandel a of havi ng
betrayed a conrade to the police, had his throat cut with
gar den shears by Ri chardson, but m racul ously survived.
The circunstances | eadi ng to the death of Sizwe Sithole
in police detention in 1991. He had been detained in
connection w th the possessi on of firearns and grenades.
Cebekhul u has al | eged t hat W nni e suppl i ed t he weapons to

Sithol e and then i nstruct ed hi m(Cebekhul u) totip off the
police.*

A nunber of questions arose, which theMi | and Guar di an addr essed
t o Nati onal Comm ssioner CGeorge Fivaz's office, about the conduct of
the policeinrelationto Madi kazel a- Mandel a. There are, wi t hout
doubt, sone curious aspects about t he police handling of Madi kazel a-
Mandel a - sone so curious that the theory has been fl oated t hat she
was hersel f inthe pay of the security forces and was bei ng prot ect ed
as such. I n Novenber 1988, for exanple, two guerillas werekilledin
a shoot-out with police at Ri chardson's hone. At the subsequent

i nquest, Richardson - who it is now known was a police agent -

4 Mai | and Quardi an, Novenber 21 to 27 1997, p.7: "More corpses
in Wnni e's cupboard”.
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testifiedthat Madi kazel a- Mandel a br ought themto hi s house. However,
the policedidnot trytotake a statenment fromher. O her i ssues
which are articulated by the Mail and Guardi an, are:

* Why was no action taken after public adm ssi on by
Fal ati and Morgan that they lied at the Stonpie
trial to provide Wnnie with an alibi?

* Wy was the original statenent inplicating
Madi kazel a- Mandel a by Ni chol as D am ni, one of the
two men convicted of nurdering Asvat, never
presented in court?

* Why was Ri chardson pai d RLO 000 by t he police while
serving a sentence of life inprisonnent for the
mur der of Stonpie?

* Did Senior Superintendent (then captain) Fred
Denpsey, the investigating officer in the Seipei
case, hand key wi t ness Cebekhul u over to W nni e when
he captured hi min January 1991 as Cebekhul u al | eges
in Fred Bridgland' s book Katiza's Journey?4

There is also the enigmati c case of Mabotha, alias Thenba, who
claimed to have overheard a conversati on about Stonpie's death
bet ween Madi kazel a- Mandel a and Ri chardson after the t eenager was
killed and dunped inthe veld. But the Security Police handed him
over to De Kock, who di sposed of himusing the Buddha net hod. ®
Denocratic Party | eader Tony Leon, comenting in Parlianent onthese
and rel ated events, said they suggested "a deliberate under

prosecution or laconic police work in all matters with which

42 Mai | and Quardi an, Novenber 21 to 27 1997: "More Corpses in
W nni e' s Cupboard".

43 Financi al Mail, p.47: "Madi kazel a- Mandel a: Probe of M akpl aas
link toWnnie's Club: The TRCis investigatingthe suspectedrole
of security policein manipul ating events around t he er stwhil e Mot her
of the Nation" by Patrick Laurence.
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Madi kazel a- randel a' s nane was associ at ed, save and except the nurder
of Stonpie Seipei ... which had becone an i ssue of such notoriety
that the State was forced to act. "4 At the TRC hearing a forner
dirty tricks operative, Paul Erasnus, confessed that there was a
massi ve security police operation designedtotarnishtheinmge of
t he African Nati onal Congress by di screditing Wnni e Mandel a. Erasnus
said i nformati on on Mandel a was gl eaned fromphone taps, postal
i nt ercepts and ot her neans of spying. He said Stratcomdogma whi ch
was used to di scredit Wnni e was based on 70 per cent fact and 30 per

cent fiction.

The apart hei d operative cl ai med t hat "You create a perception. Even
when sonme of it can be di sproved, since sone of it is true people
think all of it istrue."% The exanple providedis that of astory,
which intimated that a statenment was nmade by lonias Phiri of
Al exandra township, whenit was in fact, witten by Erasnus and hi s
coll eagues. It alleged that Wnnie had "... a heavy sex drive
(especially while under the influence of drink) and has had an
ongoi ng rel ati onshi p with a young bl ack radi cal and fornmer head of

t he Bl ack Students' Society at Wts University nanmed Moof u. "4 But

4 Financial Mail, July 11 1997, pp. 40-41: "W nni e Madi kazel a-
Mandel a: Truth probe in fallow fields".

% Mail and Guardi an, June 30 to July 6 1995, p.6: "The dirty
tricks canpaign to trash Wnnie" by Stefaans Brunmer.

46 Mai | and Guardi an, June 30 to July 6 1995, p.6: "The dirty
tricks canpaign to trash Wnnie" by Stefaans Brunmer.
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thedirty tricks operati ve who appears to have had control over the
al | eged "spi es"” who nade up t he MUFC was guarded i n hi s subm ssi ons
tothe TRC, soit isverydifficult todetermnethe full inport of
what he had to say, save to suggest t hat he was bei ng econonmical in
hi s di ssem nation of the truth for what nust be reasons of obvi ous
self interest. Simlarly, Ms Madi kazel a- Mandel a' s testinony to the
Trut h and Reconcili ati on Conm ssi on was characteri sed by a bl anket
deni al of all all egations against her and of the attenpts by the
community | eadership to defuse the situation as a result of the

al | eged abducti on.

The comm ssi on however di d not subscribetothis viewfeelingthat
Madi kazel a- Mandel a was awar e of assaul ts made on Lol o Sono. It was
al so held that the fate of Anthony Si bui so Tshabal al a was | i nked to
t hat of Lol o Sono. They were both believed to be infornmers. This
assessnent was based on a subni ssi on made by M Nocodenus Sono who
testifiedthat Wnnie had all egedly told hi mthat "I amtakingthis
dog away. The novenent wil|l see what to do to hin.4 The comm ssi on
al so subscribed to the viewthat Wnni e was present at her home and
not i n Brandford as submttedinher trial and that she was present
during the assaults, andinitiated and participatedinthe assaults
on stonpie Seipei. If onerecalls fromthe 1991 trial what was in

di sput e i s whet her M's Mandel a knew of or ordered t he ki dnappi ng and

47 http://ww. suntinmes. co.za/ 1998/ 09/13/insight/in/2./
2ht m#t op
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whet her she was present at the abducti on. Wnni e Mandel a was never
charged or call ed as a wi tness, when Jerry Ri chardson, formerly the
coach of her football teamwas charged with nurdering Stonpie.
Xol i swa Fal ati, who went tojail for the ki dnappi ng and assaul t of
Stonpie, had clained at thetinme that Ms Madi kazel a- Mandel a was not

present.

I n her TRC subm ssi ons Xoliswa Fal ati intimated that she had |i ed.
"That was our culture, to protect our | eaders”, shesaid. "I went to
prison for her. She was so ungrateful ... sheregards herself as a
dem -god". *® Neverthel ess, Wnnie called her forner associ ates
| udricrous and ridi cul ous but reluctantly conceded t hat t hi ngs had
gone horribly wong. Aside fromher cal cul ated and qualified nodto
Ar chi bi shop Desnond Tutu' s pl ea for an apol ogy, Wnni e i nsi sted t hat
i ncrim nating evidence provided by eye witnesses to the effect that
she was aware of the atrocities conmtted in her Soweto honme by
menbers of her football club were an el aborate quilt of lies to
conceal her innocence.# But inits final report the TRC hel d t hat
Madi kat zel a- Mandel a had been negligent in that she failed to
institute enquiriesintothe deaths of M Frans Tebogo Ml ul eka and

M Si pho Moenenge, who wer e accommpdat ed at t he house of MJFC coach

48 The Econom st, Novenber 29th 1997, p.46: "The Truth about
W nni e Mandel a. South Africa Wnnie's Wek."

4 http://ww. suntinmes. co.za/ 1998/ 09/13/insight/in/2./
2ht n#t op
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M Jerry Richardson. The comm ssion therefore found Ms W nni e
Madi kazel a- Mandel a politically and noral | y account abl e for the gross
vi ol ations of human ri ghts comm tted by t he MJFC.  But W nni e was
not the only one "fingered" by the TRCreport. The report damed t he
ANCfor its tacit approval of the assassination of infornmers, state
witnesses inpolitical trials and askaris. "The Conm ssion", it
states, "does not condone the | egitim sation of such individuals as
mlitary targets and finds that the extrajudicial killings of such

i ndi vidual s constituted gross violations of human rights."5!

50 http://222. suntimesarchive/ 1998/ 10/ 25/ news/trc/
2chapter6f. ht m

51 http://ww. suntines. co.zal/suntinmesarchive/ 1998/ 11/ 01/
news/ news02. ht m
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CHAPTER 6

THE PROBLEM OF PUBLI C ACCOUNTABI LI TY: W NNI E, NELSON

AND THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS | N THE

NEW SOUTH AFRI CA' S PARLI AMENTARY POLI TI CS

The British governnment which for along tine (during Tory rule)
characterised the African National Congress as a terrorist
organi sation, was toyingwith the idea of kni ghting Nel son ahead of
Queen El i zabeth's visit to South Africa, but were unconfortable with
t he i dea of Wnni e becom ng Lady Mandel a. Thi s probl emwas resol ved
by conferring on Nel son an even hi gher honour, the Order of Merit,
which givesnotitletothew fe of therecipient andinvitinghim
topay astatevisit toBritainin 1996 (Bridgland, 1997:255). It was
alsoresolved not toinvite Wnnieto any of the British nonarch's
of ficial engagenents i n Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Johannesburg,
Sowet o, Pretoria and Durban during her week long visit to South
Africa. Wnni e responded with a boycott of her own. Wen El i zabet h
addressed t he Sout h Afri can Parliament on Monday 20 March 1995 to
wi t ness what she described"as little short of amracle, only one
of the 400 MPs was absent”. The not abl e absent ee had a si gn on her
of fice door inthe corridors of Parlianent whichironically read as
follows: "This officew || be closed until Wednesday. The queenis

out of town" (Bridgland, 1997:255-256).
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On t he penul ti mat e day, 24 March 1995 of the Queen' s visit, Wnnie
criticised Nel son's governnment for spending R2,5mlliontoentertain
aBritish queen. After weeks of controversy and agoni zi ng, Presi dent
Nel son Mandel a i ssued a statenent on t he 27 March 1995, in whi ch he
sacked his wi fe fromthe Governnent of National Unity. He said, "I
hope this decisionw || helpthe fornmer Deputy M nister to revi ewher
position and seek to i nprove on her own conduct in positions of
responsi bility soas to enabl e her to nmake t he positive contribution
to society her tal ents woul d enabl e her” (Bridgland, 1997: 256) . But
as their grow ng estrangenent becane nore defi ned, Wnni e attacked
Nel soninprivate letters she wote to hi mand whi ch wer e obt ai ned
by the Johannesburg Star. One of the Star letters referred to
Nel son's twenty-seven-year inprisonnment and went on:

"As you wi | I know, when you were forcibly prevented from

exercising your inalienableright tofree speech, | and

t he children [ Zi ndzi and Zenani Mandel a], wi th ot hers,

spoke up for humanity.

Circunstances forced me into becom ng a political

activist. The children and | suffered for refusing to

succunb to t he oppressi on of the aparthei dregi ne. . were

banned and bani shed and were al so jail ed and physically
manhandl ed (Bridgl and, 1997: 252-253).

W nni e was al so particularly bitter about bei ng al |l ocat ed a seat

anongst | esser dignitaries at the May 1994 Presi denti al i naugurati on.

Thabo Moeki reportedly sunmoned W nni e fromSowet o t o Cape Town on

6 March 1995 to di scuss her crisis ridden publiclife. She refused
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togoissuing astatenent containingthetext of aletter she had
post ed t o Mbeki sayi ng she sawno reason why she had to neet hi m The
condescendi ng tone of theletter i nfornmed t he Deputy Presi dent that
she was prepared to neet the organ grinder, not his nonkey. "The
i ssue under di scussi on has assuned t he proportion of a national
crisis whichrequires theintervention of the President”, she said
(Bridgland, 1997:253). Unable to avoid public scrutiny, Wnnie
Mandel a was said to be at the centre of a struggle for control of the
Congress of Traditional Leaders of South Africa (Contral esa). She was
accused "... of storm ng the organi sation's headquarters, changi ng
the locks and |l eaving with the furniture and conputers worth
R170 000". 52 Thi s was confirnmed by Mandel a' s own al | y, Hol oni sa, but
he said it was not a unilateral action: "It was deci ded at | ast
year's nati onal conference in Decenmber that headquarters was not
serving theinterests of the regi ons and had t o be downgr aded". >3 It
al sotranspired that Wnni e had establi shed a Secti on 21 conpany
cal |l ed t he Co-ordi nated Anti-Poverty Programes (Capp), in 1992 with
ei ght ot her directors, which was hel d t oget her by not hi ng nor e t han
t he magneti smof her personality. It was "... infinancial trouble

by 1993, anmi d al | egati ons that directors were usingthe conpany for

52 \Weekl y Mai | and Guardi an, January 20 to 26 1995, p.8: "Wnni e
junps intotraditional | eaders' row. Wnni e Mandel a st ands accused
of storm ng Contral esa's headquarters in a struggle for control of
t he organi sation" by Mluduzi ka Harvey.

3 Weekly Mai | and Guardi an, January 20 to 26 1995, p.8: "Wnni e
jumps into traditional |eaders' row' by Mluduzi ka Harvey.
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t heir personal gain.">%

W nni e al so aroused controversy for schedulingatripthat would
i nvol ve neetingw th four African heads of states, and 11 Afri can
m ni ster of culture. She cl ai ned t hat perm ssi on was sought for the
trip, the exact purpose of whichis unclear, fromthe office of the
Presi dent on 15 February 1995. Wen aut hori zati on was gi ven, final
confirmation for the visits were made with t he host governnments, but
approval was wi thdrawn on 20 February through the office of the
Deputy President. She neverthel ess departed on an i nternational
flight to West Africaon February 23, after detailinginaletter to
the aforesaid's office, why the trip was inmportant.> This
m sdenmeanour is significant if only because inthe North Wst, five

of the nost seni or ANCWnen' s League nenbers i nthe province were

4 Mai | and Guardi an, Novenber 17 to 23 1995, p.8: "Wnni e t he
prince, the priest and the president. Acourt case this week saw
W nni e Mandel a | ose R100 000 foll owi ng her failure to pay an air
charter bill - and reval ed, sone bi zarre facts about her co-ordi nat ed
Anti - Poverty Programres” by Justin Pearce. It generated consi derabl e
controversy when it chartered a chartered flight to Luandain June
1993, so that Ben du Preez, a prospective di anond buyer, coul d neet

Angol a' s Presi dent Eduardo dos Santos. The neeting "... was toresult
i n a di anond deal on whi ch Mandel a woul d t ake 10 per cent conmm ssi on
to benefit ..." But the Angola trip turned out "... to be an

expensi ve fiasco. Dos Santos ended the neeting after five m nutes
sayi ng that South Africans wi shing to buy Angol an di anonds coul d do
so, through an agent in Johannesburg."

% Mail and Guardian, March 31 to April 6 1995, p.8: "You've
downed a denocrat, M President” by Al an Reynol ds.
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suspended from the party for political infighting.% This is
conpl enment ed by t he fact that the ANC nati onal executive comittee
has now given its President the power to choose the provincial
prem ers. 5 But Wnnieis not the only ANC parl i anentari an who has

been shi el ded by the party.

Judge WI | emHeat h has consi stently and repeat edl y accused Heal th
M ni st er Nkosazana Zuma of bei ng" reckl ess” and "negligent”, in
ordering the devel opnment of the RL4 m|lion Sarafina 2 Al DS pl ay,
sayi ng her actions ledtotheloss of RLO,5 m|Iion which she shoul d
pay back. Heath's al |l egations have |l ed to tensi on between his unit
and t he governnent, with Deputy Presi dent Thabo Moeki intinmating that
t he gover nnent woul d fi ght the charges agai nst Zuma. ® But, there are
undoubt edl y sone si ni ster aspects to the treatnent of Madi kazel a-
Mandel a, chi ef anongst which is that i ntruders have brokeninto
W nni e's Soweto hone three tines, riflingthroughthe bedroom but
t aki ng not hi ng. The police have descri bed t he break-ins as t he work
of highly trainedintruders.® This observationis not intendedto
defl ect fromcritisns of Wnni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a. Wnni e, it nust

be recal l ed, failedto hand over tothe Wnen's League a cheque for

56 http://ww. suntines. co.zal/suntinmesarchive/ 1998/
11/ 08/ news/ news06. ht m

ST http://ww. suntimes. co.zal/sunti mes/archive/ 1998/ 08/ 23/
news/ news 14/ ht m#t op

8 http://ww. suntines.co.za/ 1998/ 11/ 15/ news/ news03. ht m

5 http://ww. suntinmes.co.za/ 1998/ 10/ 04/ news/ news01. ht m
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500 000 rand ($140 000) presented to her by Pakistan's Prine

M ni ster, Benazi Bhutto.

I n the Bhutto debacl e Wnni e cl ai ned t hat t he noney was gi ven t o her
to use at her own di scretion, soshelodgedit inthe account of the
anti-poverty programe of which she is chief executive.® This
| ai ssez faire attitude when dealing with public expenditure is
comonpl ace inthe Afri can Nati onal Congress. The M nister for Safety
and Security in Mpunal anga, Steve Mabona, admtted to | avish public
expendi ture on | uxury hotel s and travel costs, sayingit was just
what he deserved: "Of course |l did... People want to neet you. They
want to have di nner and stuff. So|l'd book nyself intoahotel [in
Johannesbur g, near where helives] todothis, then stay overni ght.
It's part of the job".® But this kindof conduct has | anded Dr Al | an
Boesak, a prom nent anti-apartheidactivist, incourt on serious
al | egations of fraud and fi nanci al m smangenent. | n Boesak's case in
asimlarly type of situationthe Justice Mnister, Dullar Ovar, nade
flippant public references to "struggl e book-keeping". % QOmar
reveal ed that the state through the Legal Aid Board, antici pated

expendi ng sone R650 000 on t he def ence of t he former ANC West ern Cape

60 The Econom st, February 18 1995, p.50: "South Africa:
Tur bul ent Lady".

61 Good, K. et al. p.553.

62 Good, K. "Account abl e to Thensel ves: Predom nance i n Sout hern
Africa", Journal of Modern African Studi es Vol une 35. Decenber 1997,
No. 4, pp.553.
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| eader. This situationledthe historian, TomLodge, to acknow edge
that the ANC | eadership is not in fact very bothered about
corruption.
The of fice for Serious Econom c O fenses (OSEO) i s the main state
agency for conbating corruption, but its director, Jan Swanepoel ,
reportedto Parlianent, inthe sane nonth t hat the OSEOwas unabl e
tofulfil itsinvestigatory functions because of alack of staff and
funding.® It is indeed very ironic that two years after the ANC
vehenently denied that it had recei ved a donati on fromSol Kerzner
for its 1994 el ecti on canpai gn, Mandel a decl ared i n 1996, soon after
Bant u Hol om sa' s al | egati ons of corruptionw thinthe ANC, that he
personal |y had accepted R2 mllion fromthe hotel nagnate on
conditions of strict confidentiality.® But a seni or wonen's | eague
of ficial, who asked not to be naned, asserted that Wnni e was pi cki ng
a fight wth the ANC, and that her dispute had little to do with
i ssues of policy. In the words of one observer:

"She's tryingto create the inpressionthat the ANC has

made it unbearabl e for her to stay any | onger. But this

i s just not the case. The ANC has bent over backwards for

her. | think she is | ooking for an excuse to | eave t he

ANC. She needs a fi ght so she can t ake what ever i magi ned
support she has with her".©5

It is alsoamtter of considerableinterest that Wnni e was naned

63 Good, K. et al 1997.
64 Good, K. ibid.

6 http://ww. suntinmes.co.za/ 1998/ 07/ 12/ news/ news01. ht m
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on Robert McBride's provisional charge sheet as t he masterm nd of an
al | eged pl ot to overthrowthe Sout h African governnent.® W nni e has
asserted that "The fight against those who are perceived to be
pillars of ANC mass support has now becone obvi ous and transparent”,
she said. "I n defence of the aspirations of ny people, | amleft with
no choi ce but to take the chal |l enge head on. "% She i s not al onein
thi s vi ewbecause a | eadi ng SACP of ficial, Jereny Cronin, al so nade
an unprecedented public criticismof the ANC sayi ng t he bi ggest
threat to denocracy in South Africa canme fromw thin the ruling
party, which was i n danger of abandoni ng t he constituency that voted
it intopower. Wnnie's remarks canme as a Mar ki nor poll showed ANC
support at 54 per cent, down from 62 per cent in the 1994
el ections. ® The corps of newentrepreneurial consultants that have
been unl eashed with the promnul gati on of doctrines |ike black
enpower nent, as was the case with Eugene Nyati, accunul ate
ast ronom cal anmounts of noney at public expense. Even as far back as
1994 "The Mandel as and t he Moeki s and the Meyers," said Breyten
Br eyt enbach, "al ready |ive[d] hand-in-pocket withthe Qopenhei ners
and the Cordi ners and the Mbtanas. "% But critics conpl ai nthat nost

bl acks control busi nesses are nmerely hol di ng conpani es t hat don't

6 http://ww. suntines. co.za/ 1998/ 10/ 04/ news/ news01. ht m

5 The Ti mes, Saturday March 4 1995, p.13: "Ms Mandelarallies
t he poor" by M chael Hanl yn.

%8 http://ww. co. za/ sunti mesarchi ve/ 1998/ 05/ 24/ news/ newsO01.
ht m

69 Good, K. et al. 1997.
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make anyt hing and therefore don't inprove the |ives of average
bl acks. "At the end of the day, the power |ies el sewhere”, says Tom

Lodge. 7°

0 Political Studies professor at the University of the
W t wat er sr and.
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CHAPTER 7

CONCLUSI ON

I n apublic statenment Wnni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a pr opagat ed t he advent
of a second revol ution, that would | ead to t he dem se of "the raci st
whiteliberal", not at a physical | evel, but rather "at the deeper
| evel s of our psyche. " Wnni e has argued that t he new Sout h Africa
we all glibly talk about will only be experi enced by "our great-great
grandchildren. "7 This "revol uti onary" rhetoric is characteristic of
nmost revol uti onary novenents, once they have captured the "holy
grail™, but there is a very real fear, that the ANC s grow ng
i ntol erance of internal di ssent under its desi gnated crown prince
could lead to a realignnment of political forces.” This is

conpl enment ed by the fact that the Deputy-President's "brainchild"

Y Finance Week, February 19-25 1998, p.40: "Transformation
G obal i sation Prom se" by Paul Pereira.

2 Fi nance Wek, February 19-25 1998, p.40: "Transformation
G obal i sation Prom se" by Paul Pereira.

 Financial Mil, April 5 1996, p.35: "Enigma of Jordan's
axi ng". Pallo Jordan, an al oof intellectual who often appears
arrogant and uncomuni cative in "public" was fired fromCabi net for
expr essi ng hi s i ndependence and i ntel | ectual courage. He t ook i ssue
wi t h Thabo Moeki's suggestionthat airtime be allocated primarilyto
pr onot e gover nnent ai ns Thabo Moeki was reportedly behind the firing
but Mandel a saidin Athlone at the tinme that the decision was his
al one. Mail and Guardi an was abl e to confirmthat no consul tation
had t aken pl ace with seni or party officials beforethe decisionto
get rid of Jordan was announced. ANC Deputy Secretary CGeneral, Cheryl
Carol us, heard about it on radio and Secretary General Cyril
Ramaphosa was told a few m nutes before Jordan's expul sion.
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CEAR, one of the two cornerstones of his projected policy framework
(the ot her being, the so-called African Renai ssance) has caused
divisionssodeepinthetripartitealliance, that it isinevitable
that it will continuetoinstigate acrinonious furores on public
foruns. “ Even out si de of the Tripartite Alliance there are grow ng,
begui ling calls to abandon fi scal orthodoxy, drop privatisation and
opt out of globalisation- inshort, todrop GEAR, Aclinb down whi ch

t he Deput y- Presi dent woul d fi nd MOST enbarrasi ng and "hum i ating". "

Thi s i s ever nore apparent because Thabo Moeki's contention that ANC
parlianmentarians will suffer noloss of inconeif they fail to nake
the party's electoral listsis the nost positive evidence of the way
i n whi ch he wants t o decrease the separati on between party and st at e.

It is consistent withthe sentinment echoed by Mieki's crony, Sports
M ni ster Steve Tshwete, who has procl ainmed that "thereis goingto
be interference by Governnment in every sphere of life in South

Africanlife.’ The resul ting di mi nuti on of checks and bal ances on

4 Financial Mail, June 19 1998, p.34: "Current Affairs:
ANC/ SACP/ Cosatu Failingtoget intotop Gear. Never inits history
has the tripartite alliance been so unhappy" by Justice Ml al

> Financial Mail, June 19 1998, p.33: "Current Affairs: Job
Summit. The Great Divide: Raising expectations so close to an
el ection could be dangerous" by Armanath Singh.

6 Thi s announcenent arose out of an attenpt to cal mcol | eagues,
after an ANCdecisionto allowonly 25%o0f its candidates liststo
cone frominternal party el ections. The other three quarters will be
deci ded on by the party's national executive commttee, whichw |
purportedly pay attentionto things |ike representati on of wonen and
tripartitealliance partners. But it is highly probablethat thelist
will be determnedprimarily by a perceived |l oyalty to party policies
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| egislative authority, will belittle cause for cel ebrati on because
we wi |l have swapped one formof tyranny for another. This is
significant if only because one of the central tenets of the ANC-
Cosat u- SACP al | i ance i s t he concept of "denocratic centralisni. The
nat ural consequence of this political phil osophyis that decisions
t aken by the | eader shi p, no matter howcontroversial, are bindi ng on
all menbers.’”” Such disregard for political dissent is worrying
because t he propagati on of consensus candi dates i n a post-apartheid
Sout h Africa has gi ven t he upper echel ons of the ANC nore di scretion

i n di spensing patronage than previously.

The el evation of "conrades” within the party is now primarily
det erm ned, not on t he basi s of conpetence or public accountability,
but arbitrarily determned onill-conceived and subj ecti vely defi ned
notions of |loyalty and comaradi e. For exanple, Bantu Hol om sa
incurred the wath of the ANCfor testifying before the TRCt hat
Public Enterprises Mnister, Stella Sigcau, when Prinme M ni ster of
Transkei, took at R50 000 cut of a R2 mi|lion bribe. This standoff
bet ween Hol om sa and t he ANC, whi ch | ed to his expul sion fromthe

party, was shadowed by a nore significant political row It was

and to party | eadershi p. Fi nance Week, Novenber 20-26 1998, p.9: "ANC
redepl oyment comes at a cost: Investors feel lessat riskinlibera
denocracy".

" Financi al Mail, July 24 1998, p.38: "Current Affairs: Gauteng
Prem er: The People's Pyrrhic Victory: ANC has renoved all
Mot shekga' s deci si on- maki ng powers" by Justice Mal al a.
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occasi oned by Deputy-Presi dent Thabo Moeki's assertion that ANC
menber s shoul d consult party | eaders before subm tting evi dence
bef ore t he comm ssi on. 78 But Hol onmi sa has | eft no one i n any doubt
t hat he bl anes Deput y- Presi dent Thabo Moeki for his expul sion from

the ANC, which he described as "extrenely harsh". 7"

Hol om sa' s populist rhetoricis not all he shares in comopn with
W nni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a. Both are victins of a centralist cabal
whi ch f| oat s around Mandel a' s "crown pri nce" Thabo Moeki i n the ANC,
who have used t he ANC s i nternal code of conduct to newextrenes to
margi nalise Wnnie.® This is significant because if Wnnie
Madi kazel a- Mandel a and her footbal | cl ub can be characterised as a

bunch of "vigilantes" or for want of a better epithet "hoodl uns", who

8 Mai | and Guardi an, June 14-20 1996, p.6: "Hol om sa spar ks ANC
truth row. As the rowover Bantu Hol om sa' s statenments escal ates
questions are being asked about the ANC s approach to the truth
comm ssi on" by Gaye Davis.

® Financial Mail, October 4 1996, p.41: "Current Affairs:
Hol om sa Expul si on Surviving the WI derness". This ani nosity t owards
t he Deputy-President is al soreportedly shared by forner Gaut eng
Prem er, Tokyo Sexwal e (al though the two do not enjoy cordi al
rel ati ons), who was upset about the Moeki's purported request for an
intelligencereport into allegationsthat he was i nvol ved i n drug
trafficking, leading to his redeploynent to the private sector.

8 Fi nance Week, Decenber 11 1997, p. 16: "When W nni e Goes. |f
W nni e Mandel a | eaves t he ANC, she may j oi n Bant u Hol oni sa, on t he
populist left. Policy will then be the victi mof opportunisni by
David Chri stianson. It was apparent|y suggested to Mpunal anga Prem er
and Vi ce- Presi dent, nom nee Matt hews Phosa, that he wi t hdrawhi s
candi dacy at the annual 50t h ANC conf erence i n conf erence, and pl edge
hi s support for the hierarchy's favoured candi date, Kwa-Zulu Natal 's
Jacob Zuma. This tactic was quite clearly designed to isol ate
Madi kazel a- Mandel a. But Phosareportedly refusedto be part tothis
type of political "treachery".
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used unrestrai ned thuggery to prevent infiltration of its ranks by
el ement s of state apparatus, thenthe sane rol e can be ascribedto
t he ANC detenti on canps and t he feared Mookodo (the stone-t hat -
crushes). This logic was | ost to Azhar Cachaliain his statenent to
t he TRC, when he nade an enotional appeal to the Conm ssion to
reconmend t hat anyone convi cted of a cri nme "whi ch anounts to a gross
vi ol ati on of human rights, shoul d not be regarded as fit to hold
public of fice."® The unstated target of this appeal was undoubt edly
W nni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a, whose 1991 convi ction for ki dnappi ng was

uphel d by the Appeal Court. ®

As it turned out, the "controversial" granting of ammesty to Truth
and Reconci | i ati on Comm ssi on Chai r man, Desnond Tutu's son Trevor
Tutu, was unwittingly used as a snokescreen to obscure the
si mul t aneous bl anket ammesty provi ded to seni or gover nment ANC
of ficials. This paradox demands greater scrutiny because crammed

anong t he nanmes of those benefitting fromthis bl anket amesty are

81 Fi nance Week, Decenber 11 1997, p.16: "Wen W nni e Goes.
W nni e Mandel a | eaves t he ANC, she may j oi n Bant u Hol om sa, on t he
populist left. Policy will then be the victi mof opportuni sni' by
Davi d Christianson.

82 Thi s exhortati on echoes a sim | ar senti nent expressed by t he
Skweyi ya Comm ssi on, appoi nted by the ANCin 1992 to i nvestigate
all egations that cadres weretorturedinits canps. The assessnent
issignificant if only because t he events surroundi ng Madi kazel a-
Mandel a and t he Mandel a Uni t ed Foot bal | d ub and t hose whi ch occurred
i n ANC detenti on canps i n Zanbi a, Uganda, Tanzani a and above al |,
Angol a, provide sim | ar accounts of infiltration by police agents,
of ranpant paranoia and of sunmary justi ce.
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South Africa's heir apparent, Deputy-President Thabo Meki, Al fred
Nzo, Joe Modi se, Pallo Jordan, Dullar Ovar, Matthews Phosa and Jacob
Zuma. Al though the of fenses for which they claim"amesty" are
unspecified, they talk heroically of accepting "collective
responsibility"” for things that took place inthe nane of the ANC
when t hat organi sati on was banned.® |t is not clear why these
transgressions did not include the m sdeneanours of Wnnie
Madi kazel a- Mandel a and t he Mandel a Uni t ed Foot bal | O ub. There was
no full disclosure, soit isdifficult to understand why the TRC
prescri bed that they shoul d recei ve forgi veness. As DP | eader Tony
Leon poi nted out "What's objectionable ... is the blatant bi as shown
by Nt sebesa, who's not denmandi ng t he sane treatnent for those nanes

for human rights abuses in ANC detention canps. "8

The fact that the ANC has been abl e t o subsunme the TRC, on matters
f or whi ch conveni ence argunents are paranount, i s shadowed by t he
realisationthat it i s consolidating abehindthe scenes hegenony
that i s daunting and scary.® This is nade all the nore significant

withtherealisationthat the squabbl es between the ANCand t he | FP

8 Fi nance Week, Decenber 4-10 1997, p.44: "Truth Comm ssi on:
What did you do Thabo" by Paul Perereia.

8 Financial Mail, July 5 1996, p.48: "Current Affairs truth
conm ssi on Defl ecting Doubts".

8 Fi nancial Mail, Novenber 14 1997, p.46: Parlianentary
Session. "Ennui and hysteriainthe house that Thabo bought. This
year's parlianment was characterised by di sharnony and a shrivelling
of i ndependent thought” by Peter WI helm
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have receded i nto t he background. The ANC has tactfully gone the
Nkono "route", sothat if it does not subsune the | FP, t hen at | east
it can affordto develop aworkingrelationshipwithit, effectively
denying it a chance to align itself unequivocally with other
political parties. Sources closeto Meki say that he has hel d wi de
ranging talks with IFP | eader and Mnister of Home Affairs,
Mongosut ho But hul ezi, about cl oser co-operation between the two
parties. The evi dence t herefore suggests that the two nay col | ude
wi t h one anot her to secure support and power.8 | n antici pati on of
this TomLodge, says that, "It would be apity if the ANC corrupted
itsown principlesinorder tonergewiththe l FP. It woul d beconme
a corrupt, careerist, bourgeois and reactionary party.?® The
subst ance of this assessnent is that the ANCseens to be reverting
tothe nore "Leninist" structure of thecentrally controlledexiled

ANC.

This is despitethefact that it wll cause disconfort to many of the

ol d UDF activists who will have been used to a nore denocratic style

8 Fi nancial Mail, April 17 1998, p.35: "I nkat ha FreedomParty
H nts of a Handshake. El ection Pact with ol d foe." by Justice Mal al a.

87 Fi nanci al Mail, January 16 1998, p. 35: "ANC-| FP Mer ger Tal k
Just Wi spered Sweet Not hi ngs. Ndl ovu says tal ks are no nore t han
kite-flying: Minela faces reprimand."” The logic for this
epi st enol ogi cal predispositionis the ANCadm ssionthat there was
an attenpt by its guerilla units to assassi nate | nkat ha | eader,
Mangosot ho But hul ezi predi cat ed by t he expl anati on of fered by t he
Deput y- Presi dent, Thabo Mieki, inthe ANCsubm ssiontothe TRC, is
t hat t he assassi nati on bi d was unaut hori sed and t he ANC | eader shi p
aborted it as soon as they |earnt about it.
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of internal organisationthanthe ANCis currently all ow ng. 8 But
theriseof theexiles andthe inposition of party discipline has
gener at ed consi der abl e di scont ent anong forner ei ghties grass-roots
activists, who believethat they struggl e as they waged it has been
sol d out.?® The ANC s al | egi ance to the FreedomCharter - withits
socialistically inclined nmentality - has becone frayed and
questionabl e, except i nthe m nds of the populists who, with sone
justice say they speak for the people. So there has been a mar ked
erosion of the ANC s claim to being the sol e custodians of the

struggl e. %

Thi s under scores the chal | enge faci ng Wnni e who i s on t he popul i st
| eft. She has to organiseto deliver votes. But populismis, al nost
by its nature, not given to electoral organisation.® Wnnie
Madi kazel a- Mandel a' s cal| for areferendumon the death penalty -

whi ch she wants restored - was the | at est signal of discontent with

8 Fi nance Wek, August 21-27 1997: "The ANC. Denocracy by
Consensus"” by James Mybur gh.

8 Fi nance Wek, Decenber 11-17 1997, p. 16: "When W nni e Goes.
| f Wnni e Mandel a | eaves t he ANC, she may j oi n Bant u Hol om sa, onthe
populist left. Policy will then be the victi mof opportuni sni' by
Davi d Christianson.

% Fi nanci al Mail, October 24 197, p.38: "Current Affairs: ANC
and the ' Popul i sts'. The broad church strai ns ahead of the party's
congress, the strategy is to keep populistsinplacewhilenovingto
neutralise” by Peter WI helm

%1 Fi nance Week, Decenber 11-17 1997, p.16: "When W nni e Goes.
I f Wnni e Mandel a | eaves t he ANC, she nmay j oi n Bantu Hol om sa, onthe
populist left. Policy will then be the victi mof opportuni sni' by
Davi d Christianson.
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the ANC s | eadership's assunptionthat it isinfull control of the
| evers of power. Her accusations serve to define populismitself. She
scorns affirmati ve acti on "based on nepotisnm' i s pro-Cosatu onthe
G owt h Enpl oynment and Redi stri bution (GEAR) policy; |aments the
sl owness of delivery and wants a constituency based el ectoral
system °2 But gi ven her potential to drawoff support fromthe ANC
Wnnieis one populist whois best preferredinthetent prior tothe
el ections, but it is doubtful that this "harnonious” relationship
wll exist intothe newmnm |lennium There was a hint of divisive
anger when Moeki chasti sed unnaned conrades for reportedly di sm ssing
Mandel a' s def ence of GEAR as the "rantings of an ol d man". ® But t he
ANC appears to have been conpel |l ed t o have made a tactical retreat
inthe face of pressure formits leftist allies to abandonits nmacro-

econom ¢ Growt h, Enploynent and Redi stribution (GEAR) policy.

Inits nmeeting withthe SACP and t he Congress of SA Trade Uni ons, the
ANC agreed to bringits econonmic outlookinlinewithits allies.®
Thi s s i nportant because t he governnent i s way behindits G ow h,

Enpl oynent and Redi stri bution (GEAR) programme, announced i n 1996,

%2 Fi nanci al Mail, Cctober 24 1997: "Current Affairs ANCand t he
Popul i sts. The Broad Church strai ns. Ahead of the party's congress
the strategy is to keep populists in place while nmoving to
neutralise” by Peter WI helm

% Financial Mail, July 10 1998, p. 39: "SACP- ANX nexus. The | ong
wal k to Di scord Unresol ved di spute resurfaces" by Patrick Laurence.

% Financial Mil, October 3 1998, p.35: "Current Affairs:
tripartite Allies: Perils of the ANC s Retreat: the gl ue may cone
unstuck when reality hits after 1999."
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whi ch projected a GDP growt h of 3.8%in 1998 and the creati on of
246 000 newjobs. Thereis little hopethat it will nake sufficient
progress, intinme to neet the targeted 4. 2%annual average creation
of 270 000 new jobs by the end of the five year period in 2000. %
Thi s anal ysis is useful if not only because t he confrontation between
t he ANC, SACP and COSATU i s essentially one for the "soul of the
ANC'. % Thi s debate i s significant because t here has been a grow ng
feeling that Meki, who was usheredinto office by a powerful group
of the ol d guard, has not shaped up to the job because he i s regarded
as being too defeatist and is thought to | ack creative econonic
t hi nki ng. As one ANC MP put it "Now Thabo seens al nbst unassai |l abl e.
There's a general public understandi ng that Moeki is next inline.
But within the parliamentary caucus and t he nati onal executive

committee dissent is grow ng."?9

That i s the reason why t he nane of a populist |i ke Wnnie Madi kazel a-
Mandel a is often tal ked about wi th sensati onal i st awe and wonder. A

menber of the ANC s nati onal worki ng conmttee or "inner cabi net™

% Fi nancial Mail, January 8 1999, p.28: Econony and Busi ness
El ection. Economcs: "Don't fudge the facts in 1999 politicians and
voters have no choice but to face up to realities" by Ethel
Hazel hur st .

% The Deputy Environmental Affairs M nister, Peter Mkaba, has
been attributed with the injunction that the ANC has al ways been
unashanedly capitalist, whilethoseontheleft | ed by the SACP' s
Jeremy Cronin, believe the ANC to be left |eaning.

9" Fi nancial Mail, Novenber 17 1995, p. 25: "Mandel a Successi on:
Passi ng the bat on Moeki by a head unl ess he stunbl es.
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speaks of Madi kazel a- Mandel a' s fi nel y hones | obbyi ng skills: "She can
be very charismatic".%® Even her nost bitter eneni es concede t hat she
works tirelessly to present hersel f as t he chanpi on of the poor and
wr et ched. Wnnie was the first prom nent ANC | eader to visit and
of fer synpat hy to Joyce Mal ebane, whose 7-year ol d chil d, Manoket hi
Mal ebane, was raped and nurdered on the East Rand i n March. ®® These
gestures of solidarity donoreto buildher i mage as a | eader who
car es about common fol k: they translate i nto votes at ANC conf erences
fromdel egat es sent there by rank-and-fil e ANC nenbers. 19 W nni e
Madi kazel a- Mandel a has proven resilience. The nedi a has buri ed her
several times politically, only to see her recover, andso it is
t heref ore arguabl e t hat W nni e Madi kazel a- Mandel a coul d act as a
catal yst for the "second revol uti on" she voci f erousl y eul ogi ses about
whi ch could rear its "ugly" head sooner rather than |ater, and

therein lies her political significance.

% Fi nancial Mail, Septenmber 19 1997, p.38: Current Affairs.
Madi kazel a- Mandel a. Aspirant Conrade Deputy President G ow ng
suspi ci ons about her nurky past nmay not prevent her fromscoring a
maj or triunph at the ANC s Decenber conference" by Patrick Laurence.

% Fi nanci al Mail, Septenber 19 1997, p.38: "Current Affairs.
Madi kazel a- Mandel a. Aspirant Conrade Deputy President G ow ng
suspi ci ons about her murky past may not prevent her fromscoring a
maj or triunph at the ANC s Decenber conference" by Patrick Laurence.

100 Fj nanci al Mail, Septenber 19 1997, p.38: "Current Affairs.
Madi kazel a- Mandel a. Aspirant Conrade Deputy President G ow ng
suspi ci ons about her nmurky past may not prevent her fromscoring a
maj or triunph at the ANC s Decenber conference" by Patrick Laurence.
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