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CHAPTER TWO

THE PRIESTH~AOD OF CHRIST

411 notions of priesthood are fulfilled in Christ:
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tFor there is on: God and there ig one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus'. (I Tim.2:5)

IIn the New Testament the doctrine of mediation is concentratcd on Christ,
who is God's representative to man, and who also, as perfect man (Heb.4215)
is man's representative to God',(1) In profane Creek Leo (e 19
similar to ¢ yyuTiiTrg'the arbitrator' 'forestalling the judge, whose
prov ce it is amicably to arrange rmtt-rg '(2), whilst in the Wew
Testament it is used both in the sense of arbitrator and guarantoer.

In the use of St. Paul it means 'one who unites parties, one who
mediates for peace!(3), whilst in Hebrews our Lord is termed 'mediator!
rather in the sense of Burety, one who becomes security for something'
(4). The New Testament references to Moses clearly indicate the
mediatorial réle of Christ. Of some forty-fcur refercnces to lloses in
the New Testament (exciuding duplications in the synoptic gospels) 18%

show him as a type of Christ, or a comparison is madc between them,
whilst a further 169 show the revelation or teaching of our Lord to

supersede that of Mogses. In our Lord's own mind, 25 in the thought of

most New Testament writers, he is a mediator of the HMosaic type, and,

furthermere, the ncvy covennt he mediates superscdes tre old,

=

HIS EARTHELY HINISTRY

But Christ is not a priest dwring his earthly ministry. Of
necessity he could not use the technical languzage of priesthood and

sacrifice to explain his function and mission. 'To the Jevs, and to the

Jewish Chrigtians, beforc the implications of His life and death, of the

(1} TAYIOR, F.J., "Theolorical Vordbook of the Bible" ed 4 .RICEARDSON P.l4l
(2) CREMER, H,, "Biblico Thcological Lexicon of New Testament Greek" p.421
(3) ibid. p.422 (4) ibid,





































































































































































































































































































































































