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Ludwig Giesz1 refers to kitsch as being an experience brought about
by man to satisfy the basic pre-conditions of his quest for happiness,
but this does not involve either a genuine adventurous search for the
unknown or a genuine and static tranquillity; therefore, tourism
offers a pleasant "pseudo-adventure". The souvenir become a re-
presentation of the past, a past recollection which is more peace-

ful than a headlong passage into the unknown future.

KUDU HORN SOUVENIR

Giesz, Ludwig. "Kitsch-man as Tourist", in Dorfles. op.cit. p.156.
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SUBURBAN HOME

iv. Homes and gardens.

The urban scene and large scale infrastructures produce a.state of
such overcrowding and such insensitivity that individual buildings
lose their identity and significance generally representing a large
scale degeneration of our environment. An urgent reappraisal of
mass produced building materials and design is required to remedy

the escalating problem of the suburban home.

WALL DECORATION
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BEDROOM FURNISHINGS

The house beautiful is the dream of every middle class citizen.
Small family homes set cheek by jowel on the outskirts of every town
with flowers in the garden and net curtains reveal a pre-occupation
with conformity and safety and minimise any scope for individual

creativity. The avant-garde initiates the process of art.
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INTERIOR

Cheap kitsch on the other hand can be most successful. It can
"work" and become individual and interesting if it is a genuine
cultivation of the innate desire to decorate and produce a personal
and pleasing place in which to live. It can be lovingly put to-
gether and be beautiful. Lower income groups who have to content
themselves with what they can afford can not be categorized kitsch.
It is the very best they can do to be proud of. An example is an
owner-built home, built from every conceivable piece of masonry,
carefully and thoughtfully put together, walls and pillars and
decorative motiffs are filled with plants gathered from the veld.
It is sad to know that if this house was built in a suburb it would

have to be removed.









SAUCE DISPENSER

They are not interested in functional forms for the reason they are
unable to understand them and are content with substitutes which
arerthought of as more beautiful. An aesthetic need is, therefore,
satisfied by false showiness. This also paves the way for the mass
manufacture of garden ornaments in the form of copies of antique

statuary, garden gnomes and so on.

KNICK-KNACKS
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GARDEN GNOMES

POST BOX
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FAMILY PORTRAITS

A warm
coat for

mummy's
bundle
of fluff

By VAL CARTER JOHNSON
BTS2 dog's Wic when e
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PAPER-MOON GRAPHICS

On the other hand the most lucrative publications produced are the
romantic novéls.and photo-comic stories. These fall into the
category of cheap adventure and escape into fantasy without calling
on the intellect. They offer a substitute to good literature, in
the form of adventure magazines for the male public and fan and
confession magazines for the female public. This literature does

not pretend to be anything other than cheap adventure and fantasy.

RHODLS ™
LIBRARY

UNIVERS















LB

LA FRANCE
P.O. BOX 11488
BROOKLYN,

PRETORIA 0011

LK N B |
NEW  EX{TTIAN

CATALOGUE

SCOPE MAGAZINE

Advertisements in local publications for beauty products and erotic
underwear rely on a pornokitsch element. Sex can also be concealed

beneath a veil of mythology, involving fantasies and dreams in a
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