






























































. Most students identified and described what they saw in the photographs.

. Most students did not identify or describe relationships between the various elements of]
the environment shown in the photographs.

. Most students did not describe the environment depicted by the photographs in terms of]
the interaction between social, political, economic and biophysical dimensions.

. A student’s ability to identify and describe the environment even in moderate to rich
detail does not necessarily imply the student has understood the environment holistically.

. The students exhibited a greater understanding of urban environments than of rural or
natural environments.

. The students struggled to express themselves clearly, in acceptable English and using
geographical language.

Table 3: Summary of findings of the diagnostic activity

INTERVIEWS

Interviews were used as a data collecting technique in order to probe and enlarge upon the
students’ written responses to the diagnostic activity. Interviews are seen as enabling a greater
depth of response and can be used to follow up and validate other methods, in this instance the

diagnostic activity (Hopkins, 1993; Cohen & Manion, 1989).

Although I planned to interview all of them, for reasons beyond my control I only interviewed 10
of the 12 students. The interviews were divided into two stages: the first stage was semi-
structured and primarily concerned with “fact gathering”. The second stage was unstructured

and concerned with discussing the student’s response to the diagnostic picture reading activity.

In the first stage of the interview my aim was to probe the students’ educational background. 1
wanted to see if their past learning experiences could help explain the findings that emerged
from the diagnostic activity. I therefore asked them questions relating to their schooling, interests

and whether they kept abreast of current events by reading the newspaper or watching television.

The findings of the first stage of the interview are summarised in Table 4.
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