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of Basbern Province gentlemen abroad izcluding Greathead, Wood,
Jarvis and Paterson to pressure the Colomisl Secretary.40
The objeet of the Teague was t0 co~ordinete and undfy the

Province and thereby disprove Solomon's sarcasm about Bastern
e R P " ety PR : v e " T

41

disunity. Its work was not with the ‘converted' of the Frontier

but those burghers of the northern districts who at the very mention
of Grahamstown support for separation, would oppose it. The Ieague
attempied to mitigate this by placing Port Elizabeth at the vanguard
of the movement, It was a wiﬁg dggisiqp in view of ??ercommercial
importance of the sesport to these dlvisions. The evidence before
the 1859 Commitiee given by Bastern Members revealed this clearly.
The whole notion of the Midland interest group as inifiated by John
Pgterson and moulded by Ziervogel depended on Port EBlizabeth's
inclusion in it, Now the latber was unreservedly advocating a two
province separation; a fact which the northern districts would have
to weigh up before rejecting separation outright. The League
attempied to achieve its aims in two ways : by public meetings in
the north and by the'publication.of their arguments both in English
and the local patols spoken by the Dutch Boers. Apart from Western
Province opposition, the movement bad to face the complications
caused by the Midlands, ILed by Ziervogel and Meintjes they remsined
intransigent against a two province separation. 3But they were
affected by the movement and at a_privaté meeting of prominent Grasff-

Reinet boers in November, a decision was reached to call for a three

province division in which the Midlands from Port Eliszabeth to

-

Oy 11, Harries to Godloubon, 17-11-1860, Vits.

410ateehism of the Fagterm Province Separation league, p. 10,

Question 24.
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Hopetown would have m separate govermment situated atb Uitenhage.42

This was clearly as a pid to gain Port Blizebeth support and 4o win
it away from the Grohamsiown two province suggestion, dJ.J. NMeintjes
was dispatched to the Bay in an attempt to achieve it and explain
the Midland viewpoint, On hearing this the Grghemstown Branch of
the League Eputed Messrs, H. Blaine and W.R., Thompson to wailt on
hinm zs he stopped over sn route to the coasb. The conwversation was
interesting for it revealed in n nubshell the entizre Midland ca.se..lILS
Meintjes spoke of the inefficiency of Parliament and tre need for
separation but in the event he feared that the frontier districts, .
by preponderance of population, would have a majority in the Eastern
legiglature. He raised the point of trade and how political ine
fluenece followed it. Here Port Elizabeth was importent for it had
commercisl links with both Graaff-Reinet and Mdland, as well as
Grahamstown and Frontier, although the two inland groups did not

trade with one ancother, Therefore, in Meintjes' view, the basis for
political relations was non-existent snd there was no sympathy between
them. As a compromise ZBI!.:va:s‘.xtuazML had offered eguality of representation
to the Midlands in a new leglslature, a point which Meintjes thought
viorthy of consi&eraticn. In Port Elizabeth Meintjes expounded his
party's views before the Central Committee of the League but to no
avail as the following resoluiion showed -

'That in the opinlon of this Commitbee the proposal for the

formation of a Midland Province said to have been recommended by

423, R.H,, 3-11-1860.

42¢,1,3,, 4-12-1860.

N T————

44&. Blaine was a prominent Grahamstown merchant and member

. of the Board of Commissioners.
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