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TOTAL CHURCH

d YEAR : ADMISSIONS d MEMBERSHIP FROM |
H ! i THE BEGINNING '
d ! { (i.e. 1846) i
H 1856 d 10 i 191 ]
i 1857 ] ? i 200 '
i 1858 g 10 d 186 i

(compiled from Tabular Views, A/3/48)

It can be seen that in 1858, at the end of eight years'
work, only 50 additional members had joined the church.
There was, moreover, very little correlation between the
number of admissions during each year and the total member-
ship of the church. This is an indication that during this
period a number of converts must have either left the church
due to disillusionment or were excommunicated (discussed in
more detail later in this chapter) for breaking the rules of
the Church (Switzer, L.E., 1971, p. 20).

Friction must have existed between two completely
different cultures interacting with each other, the one
represented by the American missionaries and the other by
the traditional tribal customs of the Zulu.

In many cases, this friction occurred over what, 1in
20th Century terms, might be regarded as comparatively
superficial causes. 1In 19th Century terms, however, these
causes were interpreted as symbolic of graver and wider gaps
in values. Missionaries' <concern over dress (such as loin
cloths or naked breasts) has been commented upon by many
historians. Concern was also expressed about the Zulu type
of housing, which might seem to be an entirely neutral
characteristic. A reaction from Pine, however, shows how the
low-doored, dark Zulu hut became a symbol of darkness and

evil.
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the evenings "the boys studied the Gospel and a chronologi-
cal catechism of the Gospels which [Irelandl hoped would fix
in their minds an important part of Biblical history"
(Ireland, W., Annual Report, 1869, A/3/41).

It can be argued that there was no clarity in the Natal
missionaries' minds about the main purpose of the seminary.
It has been shown that Boston seemed to stress very fre-
quently the need to train preachers and so relieve the
missionaries of day-to-day church duties. The missionaries,
in their pleas and plans for reopening the seminary in 1865,
spoke of the shortage of both preachers and teachers. In
practice, however, the training of teachers seemed to domi-
nate thinking in Natal. When details of the curriculum were
available, the purpose seemed to be more closely related to
teaching. There were no systematic theological studies
offered and even the study of the Bible was relegated to the
evenings.

In the first vyears of the re-established seminary,
Ireland, the first principal, was able to catalogue progress
in student numbers and in straight forward academic studies.
In 1875, 1Ireland noted how urgent had been the need for
teachers when the seminary was reopened in 1865. "The great
want in 1865 was a corps of well-trained native teachers -
school masters. There was scarcely a man in our entire
field fit to teach in a school and it was with special
reference to this class of helpers that our first efforts
were directed" (Letter, Ireland to Boston, 1/12/ 1875,
A/3/38). At the beginning the numbers enrolled in the
seminary were small. The Jubilee vyear of 1886 encouraged

Ireland to look back on the early years of the seminary:

Our first class was composed of sixteen bright
lads, between the ages of thirteen to seventeen -,
the best that could be sent from four of our
larger stations. Twelve of the boys became hope-
fully pious, and an equal number, after having
spent, on an average, three years and eight months
in school, we usually employed as teachers of our
station school (Jubilee Papers, 1886, p. 37).
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and at such price as may in his discretion seem fair, and
subject to such conditions, he may impose" (Lands Commis-
sion, 1902, p. 27). The only possible change in ownership,

therefore, could be to Zulu individual title.

The Commissioners claimed, however, that the missiona-
ries had "declared themselves against" further freehold
titles being given to Zulu, and referred specifically to

the Wilcox letter, which has already been described in the

section on evidence given to the Commissioners, and 1in
which the condition of the Umvoti Reserve was called "de-
plorable". The report supported this claim because it sug-

gested that if reserve land was granted to a Kolwa ('mission
native'), it would "probably be harmful to him as enabling
him to live in idleness" (Lands Commission, 1902, p. 27).

The report did not confine its supporting evidence to
the Wilcox letter. It mentioned a governmental visit to
another A.Z.M. Reserve, Umtwalumi, in 1886, when the resi-
dent missionary Wilder had "explained that the original idea
of granting individual rights to resident Natives on Mission
Reserves had not proved successful, and that it was not
considered advisable to make further individual grants to
them” (Lands Commission, 1902, p. 27).

They went further back in time to note an A.Z.M.
resolution of 8 October 1868: "That in the opinion of the
Board it is desirable, except in special <cases, that the
system of leasing to Natives be sumitted in lieu of Freehold
Grants" (Lands Commission, 1902, p. 28).

The report also noted that since 1868 "very few in-
dividual titles to Natives have been granted ... (and) none
have been granted for some considerable time past™ (Lands
Commission, 1902, p. 28). Rev H.D. Goodenough, Secretary of
the American Mission, in a letter to the Natal Government in
June 1894 had explained the reasons for the 1868 decision.
In it he stated: "It was doubtless because some of the
principal men at Umvoti, living in the village of the Ama-
kolwa, had relapsed into polygamy, and it was found that as

they held a freehold title they could not be removed". Their
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cational needs of the Zulu and should not have left such a
major responsibility to mission bodies like thé A.Z.M.

From the findings of the Land Commission, a problem,
which had existed in Zulu education for the past 7?5 years,
namely, the uncertainty of what kind of "education™ was to
be provided for them, was questioned. 1In no other field was
the wuncertainty greater than Industrial Education. A
multiplicity of meanings existed for this type of education.
At times it could mean "weeding”, or it might include a
multitude of skills such as spinning or weaving. The
failure on the part of all parties to create an acceptable
definition must have accounted partly for subsequent failure
to implement such education. This in turn might be an
excuse to prevent the training of Zulu artisans who might
compete with white tradesmen.

Wwhen the report and the refutations in the pamphlet
published by the A.Z.M. are <considered, it certainly seems
that the Commissioners manipulated evidence as they prepared
their report. Details in the pamphlet, quotations provided
by it, and the citing of letters, all suggest that the Com-
missioner's Report was very partial. This lack of neutral-
ity helps to account for the obvious anger and negative re-
action of the A.Z.M. to the report and recommendations of
the Commission.

However, this reaction of the A.Z.M. gave them over the
next year, time to assess their work more carefully and to
make more positive recommendations for the future develop-
ment of their work in Natal. This assessment, which was pre-
pared for the Deputation for Boston, will form a major part
of subsequent chapters. Attention will also be given to the

educational work, in particular from 1880 to 1910.
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(Principal’'s Report, 1895). There 1is a certain amount of
doubt as to whether the students' difficulties with
Chemistry were due to their inability to think 1logically,
when it is considered that this was their first introduction
to the subject and that it required expensive equipment and
facilities, which the Seminary could not afford. Nor was
there any guarantee that the qualifications of the teacher
were adequate.

Apart from the formal curriculum, successive principals
of the Seminary were concerned with varied approaches to
extra-curricular activities. Many of these were directly or
indirectly linked with discipline and control. In the Jubi-
lee Papers, for instance, a description is given of "a sort
of judge and jury process among the pupils themselves for
the trial of minor offences" (Jubilee Papers, 1886, p. 7).
The court which was established was made up of a teacher and
five of the more mature boys who were chosen at the start of
each term. The court conducted its session at least one a
week and "was most patient and thorough in sifting evidence,
its judgements being generally accepted without appeal"”
(Jubilee Papers, 1885, p. 7). The sentences which the courts
passed were normally extra manual work for a period from one
to three hours per day. This system gave the students an
opportunity to be directly involved in the running of the
Seminary and must have done something to improve their
language ability and develop their self confidence.

In 1894 the Principal reported extensively upon less
formal activities and explained that "all classes have
instruction daily in Bible History, twice a week in a mili-
tary drill according to the revised tactics of the American
army, and once a week in tonic sol-fa singing. A short time
is devoted every Monday morning to the recitation of
Scripture texts and every Wednesday morning to the recita-
tion of short <choice selections from the best English
authors".

It was believed that if the pupils were occupied with a

variety of activities, disciplinary lapses were minimized.
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Some five years after Le Roy retired, the High School
had advanced to the Matriculation level, and the first stu-
dents wrote this public examination.

In 1915, Mr Bruecker, a fully-qualified industrial
instructor arrived from America to join the staff at the
Seminary to fill a vacuum which had been caused by the
decline of the Industrial Department in the 1890's and early
1900°'s. He was soon giving instruction in woodwork and
mechanical drawing. He also played a leading role in the
religious activities of Amanzimtoti (Principal's Report,
1919, A/3/42) as the A.Z.M. was always keen to appoint
members on the staff who could join their education work
with religious duties.

In 1920, Le Roy could explain that the students carried
out "extensive building operations which have already
offered much valuable practice to industrial pupils; every
boy in school is getting thorough training in woodwork at
least two hours per week" (Principal's Report, 1920, A/3/
42). At the same time the Seminary was dependent on the
Industrial students "for the remainder of the woodwork
construction on the Domestic Science building, for the main
construction of the new cottage for girls and the theologi-
cal cottages" (Principal's Report, 1920, A/3/42).

Bruecker was also responsible for introducing agricul-
tural training, which was started in 1920 with an enrolment
of 7?7 high school boys. Besides these students, all those
doing teacher training were receiving instruction in agri-
cultural theory: "they had the best gardens last year in any
higher Native School in Natal, and the high school boys
taking the agricultural course are getting daily training
and experience in the care of stock, poultry, and in the
production of field crops"” (Principal's Report, 1920, A/3/
42) .

0f all the developments at Amanzimtoti under Le Roy,
agriculture training was the least successful. 1In 1923, he
had to confess the lack of progress: "First of all because

of the natural disinclination of the native male to emulate
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