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Baudelaire always introduces a humane and personal touch to his
discussion. He relates small seemingly irrelevant anecdotes that
endear the person in question to the public. Here be relates how
Delacroix, proud and elegant, would strell through the museum and
galleries with his devoted servant, Jenny Le Guillion, and not be too
aloof to explain to her the mysteries of Assyrian sculpture or discuss
Machiavelli with her., He painted a moving portrait of her, which

radiates humility and his regard for this woman. (see plate one)

Then Baudelaire launches Into an intimate exploration of Delacreoix!s
technique and attitude. To him the understanding of the Artist was of
primary importance, It was most important to have a sympathetic
understanding of the Artists views and indeed of the Artist himself
before one can study a painting of his in any depth, Baudelaire believed
that this knowledge of the painter gave one a clear view to understanding
his paintings.

1 believe, that the important thing for me to

do_here is to search for, and to try and define,

the characteristic quality of Delacroix!s genius, ...

What is Delacroix? What role did he come into

this worlid to play, and what duty to perform?

That is the first question that we must examine,

14

Another of the Artisis that Baudelaire dwelt long on was Constanting - .
/

Guys. He admired him for his originality and his eye for natural

styling., He singles out Guys drawings which indeed is his strong o

point, They are loose renderings of Parisian Life and fashion (see

plates two and three), Baudelaire moves the reader into such a pitch
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of appreciation, through his sympathy and understanding of his subject,
that has seldom been reached by any Art Critic, rpoder'n or ancient.
Baudelaire has th‘e ability for Inspiring the reader into an almost
emotional involvement with the essay on 'The Painter of Modern Life!, -
Baudelaire again shows us how relevant it is tc know the Artist and.

his past experiences.

- Baudelairel!s critical works are in a sense the climax of his artistic

theories, They can be said to be the conscious revealing of all his
thoughts on Imagination, Nature and Correspondances., 1t is here

that he formulates his view point and gives it substance, rather like
the creation of a painting, Baudelaire gives-'society his poetry and
critical analyses, and the Artist gives society his paintings. They a.r*e

in a sense one and the same thing,
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CONCLUSION

The Artist can regard Baudelaire as a touchsione, as so many of
his ideals and maxims are the ideals and maxims of the Artist him?
self. He teaches us many invaluable secrets of the universe and
his lucid rendering of their explanations give us a clear insight
into its mystery. He believed that Art was the 'brainchild! of
Naturels inspiration and that through its means and ways Nature?s
mysteries will be revealed to us. He fought against all that the
modern-day Artist is still fighting against. . He rebelled against
society!s false reasoning and its false morals, He became !'self-

exiled! so that he could retain his individuality and reasoning,

Like the Artist, his most valuable quality was his spontaneity and
inspiration, given to him when his spirit moved hvim. His poems
stand complete in themselves and yet all have a-mysterious quality
binding them. . Likewise our paintings must also stand complete,
they must be an end In themselves, each with its own singular
message and yet a unity must prevall throughout, We must strive
for that eternal quality that is so obvious in Baudelairel!s work.

He can be read today at the distance of a century

as if he had written for the present generation,

with a knowledge of its problems and interests,

His appeal is still vital because he was not fettered

by the fashiohable opinions and evanescent whims

of his own age, and he made no concessions to the

-

spirit of his own time in order to gain popularity. 1

































