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Drugs were used in a deeper and more constructive way by the
American Indians, On looking at the most penetrating and direct
expos® of the Indian "way of knowledge", written by Carlos Castenada,

himself a novice-diablero, among the Sonoran Indians ("The Teachings

of Don Juan: A Yaqui Way of Knowledge"”) one is immediately struck

by the amazingly complex procedures accompanying the use of drugs

and by the question of motive: drugs were used for spiritual
enlightenment and not for pleasure. The peyote plant was divine,

and under its influence the god, Mescalito, made his appearance in
certain forms. Don Juan severely rebuked Castenada when he mentioned
peyote as a plant = this was great sacrilege, and more important,
might anger the god who terrified peyote takers who used it for their
own gain: "Mescalito is a teacher, not a power to be used for personal
reasons”, "Not everybody likes Mescalito; yet they seek him with

the idea of profiting without doing any work. Naturally their
encounter with him is always horrifying”". The taking of the drug
must be free of fear and ambition and accompanied by a will to see
and to understand. Don Juan himself achieved a roint where drug
taking was not any more necessary pierce "the twilight crack between
the worlds" which can oaly be finally achieved without the assistance
of drugs which help man only to find and know that point. Therefore,
man's will must take him through. The concept of will, to see and

to understand the subconscious world, is central here and it was

this will that Blake had to summon to achieve his own insight.

Men like Don Juan and Blake cannot ignore the natural urge of the

soul to be free. Some like James (quoted earlier from "Phe Varieties

of Religious Experience”) try to avoid the confrontation but self
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"knowledge creeps up upon theme. The reaction to the forcing open

of the flood-gates of the subconscious which are now uncloseable,
is fear and anxiety. Some men manage to handle the shock, others
become habitués of asylums. After this "vision” it is impossible
to go back to ignorance. One is committed to an attempt at
breaking through "the sound barrier". To commit mind=-suicide
does not resolve anything for:

"After such knowledge what forgiveness",

{(T.S. Eliot)
+++ttit it bbbt bt btt

I must point out here that this short résumé of Huxley's

"Doors of Perception” cannot do justice to its writer. But the following

quote illustrated the essence of what Huxley conveys - that man has
to go through this perceptual experience alone,
"ye live together, we act on, and react to one
another; but always and in all circumstances we are by
ourselves. The martyrs go hand in hand into the arena;
they are crucified alone. Embraced, the lovers des-
perately try to fuse their insulated ecstasies
into a single self-transcendence; in vain. By its
very nature every embodied spirit is doomed to suffer
and enjoy in solitude .., The mind is its own place,
and the places inhabited by the insane and the exceptionally
gifted are no different from the places where ordinary
men and women live, that there is little or no common
ground of‘memory to serve as a basis for understanding
or fellow feeling. Words are uttered, but fail to
enlighten, The things and events to which the symbols

refer belong to mutually exclusive realms of experience".ll





















































































































