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l'REFAC~ . 

In recent y:ars , incre~sin~ interest hns neen t~ken 

in the career of .Andries Stoc'kens·trom . Det~iled study 

of his ~olic~ as Larddrost of Graaff-Reinet , as Co~ission­

er-cener~l of the Eastern Districts, n.na us Lieutenant­

Governor, h11s brol]f;ht about a rer1liza.tion of the ~ ou.!lc1-

ness and vaJne o f muc h .. of his work o 

This appreciation o:f the sterling q_uali ties of Stocke:n­

strom ' s c}l...aracter- despite h i s undoubted..ly difficult 

tem:pcr':ltlent - has led. t o the tP..cit assumption that the 

n.ccuso,tions i'rhich ·were levelled. ag~:dnst him , 'l.l'K~ tre on i un 

in ·t•rhicb he wns hel d. in <llbo.}\v , after his evide!lce bcf'orc 

the Abor i r-ines Co~i tt~e i11 1835-183~ , were larp,ely the 

rcrul t. of an UJ1for'!iu..:r1ate nm1spo..pcr pro:r:>tv.,.nncta . 

evidence , it is i mplied - cominr:; , as it did , at n. time 

\'ll:en public o:pinion '1ns :pecu.liarl~r sensi ttve to critic iS'l-

was, i n fact., not UE' blacJ>: fl.E' it hn:=~ l'een :p:;dnte~ o 

Yet +:r..~ events of +he };leriod. betr•,.,en tht:: Co",nis­

sione·r -Gencrulsf1i:p n.nd t '1e Lieutcmnt- GoveJ:'}1orshi:p have 

not only coloured the 1ud,~ent upon Stockcnstrom of 

a.lnost every w:ri ter o:n South African hist crry,. bu.t f',Q 

i rrfluenced c ontenporary public o:pinion r-ts ns.tcrially to 

i!:Jpair tJ1e efficie,~cy of his Licute.nm1t - Gov('rnorshi:Po 

In i'Jriting tl•is t1"~.esis , it has heen tlY :purpose t o 

make a detnile d stu.Cty of such oateriul n.s is avnilcJ~lc 

for tho :pe- iod. 1833-1 q3r:. , onn to en:lenvou.r , 'by nn unnly­

sift of the eviCterwe norc -onrticulro.rly in +he li "'h'f· o'f 

the years 1"' efore 1833, to set this si;~ificnr t :period. 

i n Stocke r_stron ' s c r .. r0er il1 it~ r i ,.,.ht pe:rspccti"~"'c . 

' , 
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(i) The Contemporary Fres~ : 

The controversy about Stockenstrom, vrhich rnt;ed 

arao!'lf" private indiviclun.ls an<l vli'itors on South African 

history f'o:-c some seventy y0ars , h~ i tc ori."";ins in the 

contcm:porgry :prem~ ~nd the bottle of i'Tords between Joh'Yl 

Fo..irb":l.irn, editor of the South Afri c~n Go~:merc ifl.l Ad.vgrt­

iser, a..'I'Jc Robert Godlonton , editor of +.he Graha'!"'l's Tovm 

Journnl. In:leen, hn.d i"t not been :for Goo1o11ton' s ser.sit-

iveness in ~11 natters touchin~ the honour of t.ho E~stor~ 

Frontier , the qnestion of Stocl'::enqtrom' s oviitence ..,i,.,..,,~ 

hn.ve r1 iec a :nnturf.ll. d.e~.th lOl"·r; Since • 

t.:h.o ball rolli!'l;" ··hen , on ~ Dece!!lber 1P~5 , he pu~lic'h ..... <1 

the fir~t part of' Stoo"!rf.':nstrOCJ. r s ~vidence , i'li th the 

rcna.rJc thnt it "rcqni res no co-r:unent * '' The evidcrcc of 

Aitch~son , Stoc~enstro~ ~o rhilJi:ps on frorti0r aff~irs, 
. ( 1 ) 

h h -.:l id · .... ,.. r e _ i:1l'- rm.· J.:n - oveml'e , 

cont":1.i!ls r.o+.'h.in .... ncr.· to us or to onr rc~.aors . 
These three wit~~~ses , t~c most comp,.·tcnt ~s to 
mn.ttC!r"' of fact that coulc". rc founa , corfir~ our 
stntc::1e.nts dorm to the ~ost mir.ute pm"ticnlnrs, 
and p:r•ove t'"~n.t the bte rmr , co :fo.r fro~111ei:n{'" a.r! 
"un rovo}:ed a..nr. tr' acherous" invasion on the nart of 
t _ e ni'fo rs , r.r~Ls 0 rngeed down l.l:pon t 11e h<=Htd.s of the 
color.ists l)y a series of m<>r>.su.rrs on the :part of' the 
late Colo11inl Govr>rnors '1rr Frorti8r Authori t.ie~ , ~o 
cruel , unjrst , ~t't prrpostcrou.s , tl:n.t "ITe c::.r sca:rcr.l:,r 
believe them to re the actP> of r~ti.o!'lill boi11.~·s . Trntl-t 
hor;cvor, is n.t last triu"nph~t ••• 

In a !:'C"'.tl-:irc edi to"ria.l ox1 17 Deccnbcr 1835, Gocnorton 

tool:: up the cudp;cls . Fublishine the uvailo.'tl( s cct io!ls 

of Stockcnstrom's evide~c~ , ~e v~ote: 

There nrr t•·;o· or t11rre renso.rs , "l.l'Y'l. to our n i :rds 
very co-::cnt ones , i'lhy 1."!e should· r.ot att~~c~ thf:l.t im­
:port~ncc to +'h. is evicle11ce •·•hie }'! , frO"'l th.c f,Ofd t ion 
of the •,•ri tness , it ... otD.ii o+horrJisc s0cm ~o rlco<'rv<? . 
For innta~ce ~c fino the principle co~terden ~or , 
a.nd the p,..actice of tr..e narrator at utter v2..riarce . 

(1 ) South Afric~ Co~~e 
cited ns SACA 

· ( ~ ) Grah n:1 ' s ~ 
17 .lP • l q:'" B • 
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This bec-::_,e the i.ncreasir.n:l y 'l.crid l!ur.f~}lcJ"' o f the 

Grahrn ' s Tm·m J ournnl until the end of the Lieuterfl:nt­

Goyr:rnorship , n.nct the :provint~ of it the self-i?n:po~ed 

tas1:. of Godlo.nton as publ:i.~i ty-n~'~'e:nt-in-c'h te:f , of Jarvis , 

:rorto.n , Thor>1:pson :1.nc1 other lc:>na.il1fl' citizens o:r t!roh~.ms -

t own . 

Tho chnnec i n ... ~e Journa l ' s attitmle to Stnckenstrcm 

is marl.o:ed • Before the end of' 1835 , 'Then he a.c:P.if'ved 

notoriety tr:row':h i tc :p<JeeS , references to Stockenstrom 

.o.:re :fery ':'..Dd frrr bct,·ree:r .. nut the infer ence to ~ e d.rm·m 

f'ro!!l F·~en is , that r lthon.~n-'11 the Co!W.issio:rwr-Generfl lship 

was re."'nrc'l en n.-s a useless sir.ecu:re, no st i t"!:la. o.tt('l.c}1cd ,_. ( 3 ) . 

to Stoc]rpnstro'l'l'l hi-r:tself 11eC!"!USe of it . The Knt River 

3ct-tlement is quotef in sever n.l editorials as !:'...n exn:rnplc 

o :;::> succE"~sful pol icy, flrrl not'lnl;tt i::n. tl't'1t of 17 '"1pril, 

1m:r . lJisc·lSsiTI':' t:!'le wisclO'"II of a J:)Olicy of o. close 

settl ement of Fr ontier vill~es a~ ~~cans o? defP-n~c , 

Go11ol"ton quotes in full 1..11.d ''lith approval, StocJ~enstroM' s 

ret;"llations for the Kut River Settlenent ~ ud.di."'l:": 

All t.hc o:A'1J~rienc ('> D.nd local 1.tr..o··lledo;e of the 
Oo..,micsion.er- General l'lere brou,<;ht i nto exercise in 
:fou.ndinr:- thi s r-1ettl0'1J.ent, rmd i t is but just to tJ1at 
off i cer to sn.y that 11is views were c (]!!IJrehers ive n.:n.d. 
c orrect, wd that sub~eoueY!t even.ts hn.ve sho\m the 
soundness· of his opinions. 

Aport fro~ this , there e,re :feTI a ire~t rofere.ncos to 

StJc1::ens tron . l~evertheless , Godlonto11 c<;..rly nrule it h :is 

pol icy ~equc~tly to bring the ~overnment ' s frontier J:)olicy 

m1der fire . AnCI. a e;flner'll readinrt: o:f' h i s eo.i torials , 

(3 ) A l"eferencc to the Co"'ltlissior.er- GororalshiJ) il" tlje 
editorir.W. of 1 May 1~35 s~ems to :i.t"lpl y criticism of it:_e 
p,over!l..mcnt rnthor tha.:n of Sto~'ke!l.st:ro~ : " • • • n.s '1 
substitute {( i.e . for a Lieu1·enant- Governor)) ~na on 
the sc ore of oco.r.ony , o. Oon~h .. c loner- Genern.l rm..'"' 
appointed , VIho nppenrs to have 'heen occupied a l i.tost 
exclusively dfiring his 1)rief' authority l)y the f'ol"n'l'lt ­
ion of a Hottentot settlement Pnd. i n P,c.llo:ppi.!l"" to 
F~nd from Ca:pe T01·m . Thurks t o our ruler s he before 
fixir.- his d omicil e a.rton("St us, -r.~s also 'la. i d u:pon tlhe 
shel f' ' , ancl tho colory is nm·r callec. 11.pOYI t o TI~Y a 
:pension of £300 :p0r aJ'1.l'lur.J :ro ~r the henefi ts d"'ri vccl 
thereto fro..., this· {~02~tlen[I.Yl' s e:""li.:nent services! " 
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from the mido.l e of 1832 m1ti1 the outbreak of' th~ Front i er 

rn:tr of 1834 1835 ~ reve~ls a~ int.crestin~ fact : tr.~re 

is sc ~rce1y a chn.rt;cteri stic feature of Stoc::cJ·JStrom' s 

" vieW of the Frontier pro1Jlem t"lhich (l.oes :not D-})T:NU• in 
{ 4 ) 

Godlonton ' s Cl.iscussio.ns·. 

( 4 ) Even a raro. 001 ~~election produces the f'o1lo~'!'in['" 
poi11ts : tlce recof;':'it:.r :fo:r· n vap,Tn!!t J.R'7 ( G. T . J . 1.11 . 3~); 
t}lo Y'leeo to hnve "men of probity !l.nrl ro un'1 jud~e~1t" 
n..m.on["st the farmers to 0 :nsure that n every proci'ed.iJ1("' i s 
taJcE'll co.rso::nan.t to the rules of strict a..,.~A i:mp$J:>tial 
justice" inreg>~rd to th.efro.ntiPr, ( G. T . J . l3 .lf:' . 3:?) ; 
that the chiefs co1.1~f!. h<? he l d responsible for thefts of 
cattle or t.ht=~ :pnrt of their subjects ( G, T , J . 2? . G . 3~ ) ; 
t!:at there ucre c~s ren..d.y rmd vrill in:- ·t o co- operate 
in Jcee~ir,.,.. the :pr:..-.ce o:n the fro:rt1.er e .e; . l)uto . Ka!!ln. anC.. 
Corlt<sO ~ G . T . J .. 19 . 9 . ?>3) ; t hl'l t i t r!a.s u..njust c::,:nC nnxoason­
~ble to e~)ect innocent chie~s to pay for the cri~es of 
those oYer 'l.'lh'Xl trey couJ.tl cxereir:e ~.o c on1;rol , or to 
embroil thenselv0s ··it'~-' more re'""loto :f'ello•·r c!~iefs p11.rely 
:rroo n l ove of ,justice ~.nc n:f:fection to t..,e color.y, 
( G.T.J . 27 . 3 .~ ) . 

tlhen Cole revived lio..ca.rtr:.Dy ' s Co~·m~u1d o ord.i;"a:l"ce of' 
179'7 ~ Godlo.nto:n hnd rmch of L 1terest to sa~,.. : ( G. T . J . 
27 . G . 33 ) Co~.r.m_ndos wrre a :retro{':I'Etde "'l.easure r:.m1 91 ould 
o:r_r;ly re u.nctertahE!n 11s a l"'.st resort - "we r1o Dot noV'r 
vicm the Cn.ffers a~ a ' pcrpe+-unl emmy ' , l~ut ratJ1cr ~s · 
a IJBO:ple vri th tJ'hOM it is r·reatl;.r to our nAv::.rt::..~e to 
ma1 . .r:t::dn friofldly rclo.tio:ns ••• It Re a:uo1tred ~·rith \!~.I'M 
a;pprova.l :fron Lord Charles Somer::Jet "T'Ytat on his ~rt he 
is pr~r-ared to :pu.:rlish any colonist who chqll C0"11Tl.it tV,c 
!"lOSt tri:flin,,..,. o:ffC' cc ae~ir:st i;hc Caf:fer peopl0 ' ..... nn 
t'!:1.at 1 t is 't·ut jnRt in rot1:1rn th t the Gaffer ch:tc:rs 
shouJ.\1 

, OJ., the i r :parts , s0ek Ol.lt f'..nf! :pun:i.sh those rho 
cor:1Mi t depredations ~nc1 '!'Jnrcl ers i.n our terri tory . " And 
he su.c-."'estefl 'hnt i!"l!1P.G iate steus P.hould 1-·c taJ~e.n to 
Tfbind. . 1;h e chief's il'l ar eoui table engar,emc rt to :p:ro,~iti t 
ageression ann. to pu.rtish d eli!':IC'UCnts ! Tf Since the in-
t •""('Ti t y of n K:1f:.fi:r w~s "n.t presert , a ·~ere !!latter of 
' moons:ti:.1e , ' " «let n.n accrccli trd. tt~crt 1•c on t!!r spot , 
at"ld l et him s0e thf't the stipn.l~.t ions of such an enr•ace­
U:.'Ult arc p1.mctnalJ.y fulfilled , n.n·1 +~~-t the pro:p0rt~" of 
"bhc Colorl.sts is d:nly res:per;tAcl . · In +ne evc~t of con­
tuin!?.cy or infrin{"P.:Bont of treat~,. , let ~heM re d.enlt ytith 
as t•re shoulfl. d e::-,1 r·jth ·~.ny o·Fher st?te ':l:r'fl er s't:rcJ! ctrcum­
str\nces; f.lXCl or~ ev?TY occ!'l..s 1.o.t1 let onr notivcs ·r:e pul:":lic ­
ly n:vovren , nna recl:ress ri{:"iclly enforcocl . " 

Tho one i'lr>_j o:r. :poj.nt of Cl if'f<"rer.co i~· Goctlortor ' s 
'l..l1d Stockenstrom r s ide--s here so ens to r. c , that Goc.lon­
ton insisted t'h·'t confisca.tion of Cn:ffer c~ttle !'lf.:l..S 
:nceessary i~ order to convince the chiefs th~t it Yr~s in 
their interest to cl;cck cle:pr0d.ntiono . 

In G. T .. J . ?0 .. ~ .~ .. , ti!<ere rrcre f11ri;h0r nit;.l;"lifiC9.t1t 
points, viz.: t~,L~.t !lGC\SBit;r - cirou{;:ht , c:n<t sl':ort.•J.J~c of' 
milk i:r winter , drove t!.: 0 knffirs to · :pl m cler., n.rr'l t.h ...,_t 
tl:e~~ rrere too of'tcn t8::rtpt~i.l to this by 11 tho carolcsf! 
:1~r.11er ir w~ich cnttle are E=~ufferca. to rerun the co;m.try 
't'!i tl,out 'hein:c:- "1.lardeC. by prorer attc:r.darts ;1' ard t~ut 
th. e use of co'"~mD...nc o ~· '1rR :·1il i 'h:.tTir force to overm;e t lte 
J-:.-..ff1.rfl ~ffordec o:- 1~~ n te"'lporary solution , nn·1 mnst 
("~~11tunlly le..,.d. to rctn,lig_tion . (This ~1lso ir. G. T . J. 
1~5 . :? .34}. 

A11d ir. G . ~e . J.l5 . ;; . ?>4 , Go0lo'"to!-: cX]1r0ssec t1'.C o:pinioJ'l 
ti1g.tfl~fh.~}?;t·-:g-p~ge~::::1to'l 1·ras full of c1efocts nrCl. e'1h,i0ct 
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The general tenor of his c OI'nLlents is foirly su:rrrrned U'P 
{5 ) -

in an editorial in February 1834 . Ravine dealt wither-

inr~ly with "A Frontier Fnrmer," who. bl"'e'lthef! out fire 

and slaughter upon tho trca.ehe:rous Knff'irs, urr~il1~'!, eom­

mano.os .?.r.o '1. policy of force a~ the only 1:1e thoo. of den1-

int~ with the Fro:ntit-r :problem'" God.lonto:n v:rote : 

When we f incl a system radically bad we cawot ex­
pect it to work t·rell ... The system adopted to~·rards the 
Cs.ffers M radica lly l'D.d , inas~uch as it is not ba~ed. 
or_ ad.mi tt.nd. principles of mutun.l fni th a11d of :r.w.tiO'~''fl-1 
p81icy.. We h&5ze ado:PteC! n s;;rstcm of our o"m , but the 
Cn.f'fers are no :party to it, nor clo they understand it: 
mrur.e them a party - let a solmd system be adopted nith 
reei:proc.:.tl adva.nta~es ... ani then let the tcms of the 
en{'"flgemen.t be ~eturr..lly obsorveC! or 'hoth side'"' , or let 
o.. brcn.ch of it be :prorr.:ptly anfl rigidly pu.nishefl • Were l'P 

to net upon well und.erstood prinni:Dlt's of this chnra.cter, 
'\.'TC have little ctor<bt b11t the !)TO)'JCrty of our f~.rmers 
t7o"J.ld. be secure .... 

When~ a -pronos of' this editorial, the Co"'lnere inl 

AttvertisGr profcs ~cd. to 'he "happy to fine, fro!?l the tone 

lat('l;y assumed. 't~r the Graha.r.~'s Town Journal , that the 

:prirci:plefl Which it ha!l al\•J'a._VS aovocatea, r·y•C!. the i.i C\'J'S 

~'lhieh it had a.luays e11f1 e~voured + o el1fGI*'oe, l,':."erc be~n:in­

l'li:n.g to fin.d a r0sti1'!g- -n::t.ace i:n. the niro s of the Frontier 
'( 6) . ~ 

Colo.nists, Gocllol'!ton was :prompt to set h i s contl!!I!lqtarir y 
(7) 

right. 

" ...... tho very opinions nov/ :put forth b;r the CommercivJ. 

Ad'trertiser, n he wrote, "h'lve 1;een :precis ely tho!=lc fron 

which we have never va:rie .. ~ o11c jot or ti ttl0 . rr 

This :te J)!'OOeecled to prove by Q."..lotatio:ns c.ating 

'br..ck i:o ~~he ~7th 1-n:unber of +he Jmu .. nnl, co:nclua i.l'lr;: 

nIt appears to ur: th o..t +hr !O..il'l :poini~ on -rrhich 11e 

diffnr •· ith some others uho have t"'ri ttr-:n on tl1e su1~ject 

All of. which would. sPem to make the ne..rked c1.iffcrence 

in the rc'lctio:ti' of tr.'"' C:o~mJcrc i n.l .M.vqrtiser n.nd the 

( 5 ) GTJ 13 • ~ • 3,({· • 
( 6) S0e re:fe rene o to SACA 
(7) Q!l 6 . ~ . 34 . -

-

~~.~ .... • • ~)A 1·~ GTJ ~ ~, ~~ ·~ ,. • .s.~ - ~) . ... . u • 



5 . 

J ourngi to Stoc~enstrom 's evidence before the Aborigi nes 

Corn.~i ttee , ~r.a. his su'bsec:uent :policy n.s Lieuto~~nt-

Gove mor ~ s ooewh at odc1 • 
( A) 

At n:n.·r-r rn.te, in December 18~5 , Gocllo?:lton • co!lfronten 

~ith Fairbai rn ' s accevt ~nee at its frye~ vnluP- of Stocken-

s trorl ' s evid.e:ncc , took lcnve rton t'his subject~ ~~ on rneny 

St- izinoo 

first upon Stocke11stron 1 s references to the liencroRch,.,qnts 

of the whi + 0r- + o":'mrds ·l·h e En.!C'".J , " 

"t·ras it~ " God1onton c.nc:mircd , ·with c1el icutc venom , 

"the com:punct.lons tvrin-~es of' conscience ; or was it that 

17ayvm..rdness of the human mind , which s o"'lctitii.cE"" leads a 

nan to ~:ick .a orn:. the stcrrpi~'! stone "hy Y"b.ich he h-:_s rinen 

to a cortnin clevnt ioJ'I, r?hcr. it Ran be of no furt1vr 

service , that could. incl.uce hi"1 to r1 erou.l'!ce t:~.s u.r ,just a 

systen b:- -:.rrh.ich hG Mii. Se•-ra l I'18mbers Of his f:J•'lily 
( 9 ) 

h2:ve 1-:een el'l.richcd by -4-:he colo:rin1 p:overnment?" 

So nuch :0 or the "prr>c tice of the ngrra tor . " TY(e 

ec.itor furthe!Tlore e:neagea. ''to de.,olish the Qb;lc•ctio:nulle 

pr>..rt of' tb e horQurnlll e C~gt . Stockenstrom ' s Evide::nco , 11:1 
II 

hili QUU recorded t0stimonr , roTI in o1IT nos~osr.ion . 

This "recordccl tcstiT..ory" proved to l" e a clespo.tch 
. ( 10 ) 

rTi tte.n 'b;- Stoc'k0nstron on 14 Se:ptcT'l.ber 1823 , extra.n-ts 

from r1hich God1onton J.>U1Jlif:lhecl, top-c"'·he!' lYitl"~ Stoc1:cnstrom ' s 
{11) 

a...-.s·r:crs ·~o au~stions 525 and 595, ir parcllcl col 1r:mfl . 

( n ) 
( 9 ) 

( 10 ) 

GTJ 17 . 1?. . ~5 . 
Afef'crence to StoeJ:cnstr a:1 ' s u:"'"'ll"t of 1 .'3..1T o:n the 
Kagn , describeR by Godlonto~ as "th0. ~o">t vn~1~ble 
r,rru:.t of lm:c ~cr 'l:lf'li!e on this FrontiPr . n 
It rras q_uote~ b~y- "Oos('rveT" iYI tre ~3r<1 of his 

series of let tcra to +he J ourYlf-1.1 . _ru 2"· .1 <'l . 1Ji5 . 
"Observer" wus Donn.ld !.::oodic , ; .. ho h'.lf i'or sometime 
been contributin."" l ettP.ro on Frontiel: a.ffo irs , n.nd. 
in this 02.1..c rrns CY'·""'~ccl il" d e""lolish irp· certo.in 
n.~sertior.s in Frin.o:1e ' s ,ITn.:rrativc o;f' tJ. Hesi<leY'~e 
in South .\-f'rica. 
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The parr>.ll.e1 'betrrecn the two sets of extracts is not 

stnrtlirte;ly n:-Qpn.rent . More to the :point n.re thP c01"'lments 
{1? ) 

on trc answer to o_ucr.:tion 595 in the follo·~·,inr: cdi toria.l , 

rmere Stoc1:orstron ' a cl es:p'l.tches fr oM the o..cbml 11eriod 
( 13) 

(1821) are qnote(l_ . Th.GRe rrfrr to O.intu1"1)Cd cona.itio:ns 

(11) (uestion 525. ;~n.s it f:'r arbitrary line, (boundary ), 
or uus it b~ rmy ? :ree.~ent or i not iry? 

A.nst''f'T nctn~lli[ ,o;_iven . 

" I t l'f'"!S the ob.ie~t of the 
.-ovt . to control f.n.rthc r 
encroa.chmcn.ts o.n the :part 
of thC' ··1hites t> .~ainst t-r.c 
Kafirs Qn~ other native 
tribefl . n 

In Terms .Q.f th c Letter • 

nTo enect th nt Ule!l in rEE :pect­
n'blc cirrra.mst~v·c>es shoulcl. tmnely 
sub~it to · bein~ :plundered aAY 
AFTEI·~ DAY, o.ncl to sco the i r 
liv~s Q!lo tl.,o'lC? of tJ'1cir faMiliES 
ir c onf't~:.l"~t dn.:r.r:-er fror.J. s~varo s 
whosr existence nl~ost depends 
on our forbcnra"'!C"' , l''itl·1out one 
si.nrlc effort t o anvc: -f·hemsel­
ves · fro:-1 bc.l'l':-ry am1 del=:truction 
TFoulct [lr cx~:.ctin,... too {'~'!'("':t a 
sa~rifice o'f T!1tur0l fc>elinc:" . n 

Again : question 595 is ar- follmm :- Did. Ul'WK ... _fir 
i rru:_Qtion t3Jo:~ <.lace durir."' the t.vo ye~rs (viz .1820 a..l'ld 
lG~l J of Sir Ru:fa"'c Don1-:ir. 's Govt . ? 

nr ~ ~r~ot ansrer thot :~ 
I "f!l"" < mri'l":lr;t.rnte "'.t (!r.,n.ff­
Rei.net . ·I wn.~ upon th.e 
S:Pot i'Ji th Sir Rufu.nc Don ... 
1d.n 1 tU:l.cl fomcrly with 
Lord Cl:arler- So"'1crs0t , 'i"1,+; 
being at Grf~r\:f~f-Reinet 
in the interv~l, I h~ill 
:r..o con..l'lection t'Ti th the 
'fr ~"'lt ier . " 

In Tems of ~ Letter. 

11Th.n.t 'I.'Te hnve f: 0"1P-thinu. very 
sP-:rious to B..,.JHY~t very ~oon o!} 
the 'POTt of th.o Kr->fjra no orte 
v.ril1 Clou'bt ~ lnt .;~l·nt their 
.'l·H~r!"l:Pts nill 1 e ?..ttr i lmtnble 
to t:1-:· l ,:;;t;o iilEirr:'i:fi~rnt 
pn..rt;r !1!10. their rrocf'edin ITS 
::"li,,.ht have hean nd-:ittec1_ , if' 
the Kn.fil~s 1, ad E~H S I! CE TEE 
TH:t:.ATY of 1 819 ~cn:ered strict­
l y thc:!'eto, f.'!.JX'! rrc l·ee11 the 
e3grcssors; 1'u-!; · ill _. ot. r.e~ 
a :2o .. ent .. · arrrurc.nt T··he.n 1h e 
deprc<l.tttions nr.n ... ,urdn:rs 
perpetratC'r FOH SUC:'": A LE: GTJI 
OF TI:f F ·~cK , the ro:port of 
t1r.c desr·rtcra 110""1.0 ti::1.o a..,.o 
:~JlOUf: - f;}l(~ 'l" e co n c \li o.h 'on . 

oi' nll -p,._rties ir Kaf'ir­
lfl..nd nL"!. their co.ncc1•tefl plrrs 
of Oi/cration, to""f'!ther with · 
OUR LONG EXl:~~_iiEI'iB OF TITE 
I'R:t.~\CJrEROTJS DISl-OSITIO:'" OF 
TRE Y.J\.Fms..,. P.'iv0. evr>r~,r one the 
assurnnce tha.t the ~a~sv.cres 

. ~..1"'0 pl ur>deri:rt"S of lfl19 •·.t> 1Ud. 
.l:;n.~.-reTlet"'....f,jeC' the fir:--t o··-r.or-

- 'tn~ f t:\r . " .v·or 'l'hea1 ' s U !'; e of th · -
(1 2),..TJ 21 .1 •. ..J6. -.l:-: pc:ssE-':"c,see inf!f_ .:p .19. 

(lZ)Stoc.ken.:;~:rom's des;)E tchPc< to -,i,~d 1 .. r-- "'1 
Z E 2 21 2 7 '? ·J .J; -""" , _; - · .1. · • .:.:.. • ·:, , 

• ,. ' v • .J •.• . ,c:nd 11 . 9 • . ':21 arc r·voted. 
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in the Ta.:rka - Baviaans Rtver ~.rea, a:nc -bo irrves+,i ~at ions 

lliT Fj_elct-Cornet vn...11 Vlyk in. to d.eiJ:r•t:•fl 1.tio11s c OJ'lf.1i tted bjr 

the Knffirs iJJ hiEi diviRion, showinp: tl'lnt , ap:pr:.rP-:ntl;y 

l!1:orr this ti~e, Godloni;on TJt:?dc the Jour!lnl the chie-f 

ol"can of the d.e~a~r for an inc•u5ry non the s~··ot" into -fh e 

rri.nJ' urions ch~a,es" r1me a.<?ai:IJst the contl.uct ~.na. eh8.rf"oter 
·- ( 1L1) -· 

of the o olonints .. And he r·ield e;~ to:rv·ue ns r;ell a.s . 

ecrts o:" "a :peaceful a:na. industrious COfiD1U:it~ .. of British 

G~jeots ; " al'l.il thnt "thf' evidf?nce of :1. few :Dorsons r .ho 

p_re cc·snall~.r in ]hv~land. , is :not s1lffi~ic11t to ena1Jle the 

Co~i ttee to ta"<::~ t:f-:at oom:p:rehG:rsivc 'lnrl ~n.ot vicr1 of the 

( lG ) 
O'ltisfioii b::r 1-hc fu.1.1Pst ?..!ld r1o'~+ S::!ple i21ves-t~ir·ntior: . " 

This rr..solutj.on, togc't:!Jer ~·ri+;h othern, to +he ef:fe(>t 

that the ''mo·,·t objectiona.blen })nJ•t of the ovifle:nce vm..s 

th~t of C~:ptai:n Stoekenstror:t, ann thaj;, s i:nco p1.11~ 1ic 

i:nvcsti.r··ation h ro co~1:pl0tcl:r demoli::-1h.e<1 +.he no~t SP.rious 

(14) See the notice of the l:u'hlic r.1coti!M r-·. G·TtT 
21 .1 . 3~ . ---

(15) See ~cconnt 0f. mcctin.(" i:n G·TJ 2B . l . 3G . George 
~~v1s, the nota~J pubJic , Ed\7r• d J orton J .r . , 
W.I~ .. Th.om::pso:r> 'l1J(1. Godlon+.on hi~s0>1f Sr>er. to have 
r.""c.-r the lc.,_di:nr>: SJ)irits . 



n. 
(lEi ) 

charge in that evidence , a. s i""lil nr seve:tre e!'lo_uiry, 

carried on n.t the C"pe 'hy i.:J.pvrtiE-1 persons ap:po:i.nter1. by 

t'!:.e British Gove:rnment , mi t·ht ,...e exp~tea. to produce 

siTD.il or satisfactory results , was cL ul~r 0.l"'lborli ecl i n !1 

:pcti tion to Lord Glenel r: . To th.is 700 si .:.r:.atrxres were 

'"!.:p-pcndecl , r .. ..,d the inh:1l1i ta.r·ts of G:I·n..h am 's Tow2: , ~~ri th 

:p1 ens i n"" faith in the innate just ice o :f' the Home Govern­
( 17 ) 

me:nt , sc.t dm"I.n to awfd t cleveloJlments . 

Godlonton ~e~~Whilc stolnd the fires o~ outraeed 

po:triotis!:l •~· it~: :pr-~.ctised hanfl . Co~~e nti~ ~ o~ the 

l'u'blic ncotinr , he ::·ave voice to the int~rr>rctn.tio!l ~·.~ich 

runom· torus a. l!.'0Bf.!~ :plrcil1f' u:;:o:n Stoc1cerntro!!l. ' s E>~lle.~ed 

T1: e events of the week , r e rr..co te , sho··:m 

t!:ey a.re a.cter::1iJ.'lnCl :r:.ot to 8 n-f'fer fl_l"~fone ~·!i th i TJ}?Ul'J i ty t o 
( 1 8 ) 

elevate himnclf to ~·,orldl;r cl. isti:nction on the i r ruin. " 

Tr:o 't'Tceks later , !"'e yublishe0_ s..~-ocke:rstron ' s evi­

dence of B8 Aur:,mt 1835 ~ t\ro. o:penly ch~lle:nce0 Gapt o.in 

\lcxw-~rl er to stf'lte t7hether 'IJ.is nf irst ha<1ty rtn.:t crude 

i."::l.!)rcscions" contained in the l ett nrs C111otecl in that 

eviC'crce, ucre "'bor:.1e out P.y his snbflc<:ue11t ex!!e -:--ie:nce . n 

C aptni:n .Alo:y::~\ .. l"J.tl.er' s repl~y" , entirely d isot.ril'•rng his former 

sentine11ts, Goo.lol'lton re~civcCI ,...l..,efull;'T in thG issu8 of 

3 Uarc!'>. . ~"or Capta.in AlcYanCi or had cffecti vel;.: Clis}'los ed ~f 

th .. c 1n00..;'1issi1)le evidel'lee v.rhi\1}1 Stoc'Jr<:mst:ron h~ dcli"!1ert!te -

l y u.e:ecl "iYI orr~er to 'Pols+.or u:p that f'n.1·ricJ-: of false}J.o od. 

\7hich h<:d ·:--.cen constrn.ctefl to ansV!Pr the dir,honost J.mr ­

:pose of tho f!C to who.,., , in n.!'l evil 0. o :r, 1, e h~. im:pru(1..c:n tl~r 
u ( 19 ) 

lent himself . 

(16 ) This u~s a rcf0rencc to Cennb~ll 1 s invPsti"ations 
ix:rto the ch...,~o:es r1~ui.""Tlt Erasmus an~ his :pnr·!-:y of the 
":lurd.er of ~eko i n 1 830. Jnrvi.,, • .rho :pro:por.:od t.ris 
rcsol 'lltio.n , had 11 o~1c to the ~P "tine ~rMed ~'lith tho 
inforr:m.tio.r rlc'l!"l.?(~ !'.t tte inClnir;· , r!it h ''rhich he 
refuted Stoc1rf:'n?,tron ' '1 chrl!''"~'es . 

(1"1) See GTJ accon..nt t 4 . ? . 36·~· (lB) GTJ 20 . 1 . ~0 . 
(19 ) GTJ ll . P . ~f . ---
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On 24 Fetruary, Godlon-t~on disclosed th~t ruttours 

fi .. on Lono.on hail it tha t Stoc1censtrom ' s narclent Aoliei­
( 20 ) 

tR.tions for place" were +o "he c omplied with, rut ''we 

do not believe rrrw thin.'!, so e_"Tetrlously absurd \'!ill l1e 

When, late i:n rl.:pr il ., the 

n.ppointnent of "an:trerr Stocken..~trom, tl'e inm.rt(>tllnte" as 

Lieu tenant- Governor of the Eastern :Pro\"ince beca.ne 1rno-rm , 

the horror f.'J.lfl indir:-nation of the J ournal kncrr no 'bm:md.s . 

I~o colonist t Godlon.ton mainta.inecl ~ shoulfl ever h ·we l)een 

appointed to stm~ a y.osi tio:n. , much less "an individn td 

r.hose public stntenents respecti:nf.; th.eM - th.ourl\ ·entirely 

at vn.ri.ance \7ith his own o fficiP-1 ac~s o.Xld correspon.<lenc e 

- h avr. 1'een so detrimenta l +" t:hrir :pre Pent and. future 

interests . 11 

An(i. then, explicitly , \:<hnt wn.s perhaps alvays the 

crux of ~;1'10 m('., tter : "With Co.:ptain Stockc:nstrom for a 

Lieutenant- Governor , nhat riPht , r.re ask , h ~e the inh2bi­

ta..nts of t'-;is :frontier to e:qlect conpensation f or l or-:ses 
( 22 ) 

by tho K~.fir irru.ptio:n?n 

"~ ~ d · ti n uem,~n JUS . ce ••• 

Thus spu.rrec1 on , thn Grn.ham ' s Tov!n public 1·ms imeeC!. 

stirrca to nction . Sixty- five ir>he.bi tants requ.eG'ted. 

the holdi:tl{': of a :public ~eetinp.: to petition thP. ~overn­

m~nt to f.'lus-ocnd StocJrenstrom :from office until the appoint­
( 23 ) 

ment of a Commission of Inqrdry on th.e s:pot . 

( 20 ) In GTJ 7 . 4 . 36, Goa lorrton descri1lcc'1 Stockenstrorn.. P.s 
a ttconfesf'ecl :place- r.u:ntcr cli:nc;ir~ i'Y.! thC' Most ludicrom 
but pcrtino.ciou.s mnnner to the ~ Ki '<" rs oi' the representa ­
tive of the philanthropists j.n Enr:l::md - llr . Fm'!ell 
Eu.."'Cton . " 

(?,1 ) GTJ ?-8 .~ .36 . 
( 22 ) W.Thompsor ' at the Put)] ic '"'!~At i 1'1f.' ' had. cx:pre s r•ed. 

the B"'.::'le fe"r , that Stockenstrom ' s evid.ence, if a ccer ted 
t.roulcl ::J.f' P .. n tht losn of fl~l 11ope of com:pensntion . 

( 23 ) GTJ 28 . 4 . 3G . The :petition W'1S rmbliflhecl in GTJ 
12 . 5 . 36 . 
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Corres:pono ents ~i'e,, H1eir views 011 StocJrenstror1 i:n 
( 24) 

vituperative letters to the Journal . Ana. even in 

Graaff- Rei net an anti - Stoc"terstrorn :pPti tion \'1~.8 said to 
( :?.5 ) 

be inbirculntion . 

To the C'l'Qve rnor ' s decision not to alloy; the Public 

Ueetin;""~ , th0 Journn.l toweCJ. , d.1rbif1:lll J,. , albeit hy no me~rs 
( 26 ) 

s:i.lently . But a . .rote warned. the Licute:rt..:J.nt- Gove:rnor 

of C-oCl.lonton' s intentio.n of ei'for0 :i.Yl-:.' hir1 :f:ron time to 

time "such an Of)port1.mi ty of recallin~ past occurrences 

as r•ill c onvinco him of the nE>cefl ~i tJr of a.:f'forfU_Y' ·."' s.:t ch 

expl~J1ations on his le.te procN~dinp;s !?.fl th.e :gn1Jlic •,ave 

a l'i{':'ht to C:'Xpect and. dcr:n .nd. • rr 

Goa lon.ton was E.~ good a~ his r:rora • Do'"1a::-0s for n.n 

to StocJconstrom ' s earlier st ':tc;~1e nts on frontier a:ffairs 

an~ the cha:rDcter of' the Kaffirs l?:.nc1 colonists , cncl in-

sinu.ations - subtle or othenr ise ... th.at S-t0ckenstrom in 

1835 toea the :phil '1:nthropic line bee 'l.use he ?>:J:el·r it r ould 

:r ad hii'l to hie·~ office , recnr c OY!.st ru1tly in the J:>!l{"es of 
{ ~7 ) 

tlH' Journnl ch1rine this peri or. . Ana. j_n Jrtl~r , Yrh.en 

Fairl::air:n finally c <->arr;ea into the lis+s '"'..S the c1'~'l!"l.Jli on 
( 28) 

of Stockenstror1 , ui th the Jlotoriou.s eC!.i torial of (; Jul:r , 

Gocllonton vm..s scornfully explird t: 

The t·r;aod.le r.tbout tho abilities of our Lieutenant 
Governor , his Jrnbl ic servic~s, anA tr e I"!otivm~ of the 
ministry in his np:point!'le:nt , if.1 nnitf' aG deceptive flS 
the rest of t."1is :p:roductio:n . Will Myboi'! y re lieve 
tf'n,t nny t.l: i n{' short of' a c og,li tion rri th Hr . J3uxton ,. 
·r:ouJ.-1 hn.ve :procnrecl Ca.:nt . Stocl>:.enstron the a:r~poi:nment 
he n ow holds? 

( ?A) 
{ ~5) 
( ~6 ) 
( 27 ) 

( 28 ) 
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A fnr cry indeed from the opinions o~ April 1835 . 

What , mcn:nrrhile, hnd Fairbair:rt hn.Ct to s~ to all 

this? To the storn of ind.ir:mo.tion at Stoel':enstrorn.' s 

"inconsistencyrr rrhi~h. l)rokc forth in the Journal , he 
( 29 ) 

rei>J.ied, pe...,ee:fully orough :- " •• ,.i-"Ihen t~'lc whole of his 

Evid e11ce co.:1es t}efore tne public , his frie M.s will see 

less." 

FairbnirJ'l rrent on to ~ooirt out tltet Stoc'kenrtrom 

ertered into Jmblic life at n. verg er-.rl y n..t·~ , sl-!O'!:tly 

He JJ:net'l 

Ent, nq he ·<::'TPir olf! er , 

:practice~ J~is opir.ions t1l1(1 0r~·:f'r.t tta r::w.+e:rial c ~D.!lf~e" .... 

a chn.rge r•hich , sai(l Fo.irbn.ir:n , Stoc~~c.rstror2 ~00. "f.rark-

ly a.vm::red • " Ara \"!hile rc co.r:demned fomer procee<'U.:rr~s , 

he by r-o -:cnns rP.:fi.lSed to 'ben.r his orrn share of the blmne. 

"In \'!h.'l.t other vmy could. rtl'l-Y m':':.:n. of honor l·e ex:pect~d 
.( 30 ) 

to c-wt?" 

t~o Co:':T'lerc ifll M:vertiser e.r:t<;rea 1
' ~.rdl:v nt r.ll into t he 

fll!'Y of th c Journal • The Grar :1:".:1 ' s To··:n Fubl:ic !:lnoti'Y".~. 

o f ~3 J o.r..nn.ry <1 id comC> in for a ccrt.2in ['ll'll0Ul1t o i' s ":lTd.oVJ­
( ::11 ) 

ic connont . Fo.irb~ir:r co;--tended that n.11 t:re> evidr-'.l'l~c 

cona~ernncd nost J.)oi:nteclly l'fthe s_ycten," ftl"c1 f.h .0.t -thr: 

Grahnr'l ' s Tmm :foP~ r:rere , i:n fnct , mn''"i:cy; ~ .~eat ado 

~lout l~:ot}~in~ at r.ll . 

It nn,r r ot ul'ltl.l July - n.fter th~ n:rrivnl of StocJl::en­
(3~) 

strom at the Ca:pe th<J.t the CoJmqrc if-11 A<hrgrt:j.fif-T. 

( ~9 ) 
{ 30 ) 

(31 ) 
( 3::? ) 

S4C.t). 1 3 .1 . 36. 
.A lettc r :froa "A friend to Cn~1t .. Stoci·t> rntror.::1

' 

in t m S'"J:1<? issue cr.J.:u'{"es upon this poir:t of' v:l.m·r . 
~ 6.~ .3~. 
TVJ.e Lor:< ~1ill tn.1:1 B e n t-:nck. d.oc'kcn or\ 3 J·p J.~r l R7>(; , 
1'ut St-,c1cc.N'ltron t'Ji"'.S cu.""rn~ti.r:E".a. for ::1i:J.~ 't':r;e~r:s r>.nc, 
did rot 1 '\nd . 



1?.. 

be.~an to afl opt anythinr; nrproaching ·!·he i'ndir-nant tones 

of the Journal . TheY!, i!!.deeil. , Ft::l.irbairn sallied f orth 

to the fre;y hurli11 .. c- i:r:suJ.ts in f.'OOd eFtrr.est . His scarce-

ly-veileCI n.llusions to the machinations of Cha~e Rnd 

l .. oo<lie, in the editori.'.ll of 6 JuJ_~r, led to the ll'hel 
( 33 ) 

cr:~.c-cs of 1 837, both of rrhich Fairbairn lost . 0!! 

30 July come the .first of t1"e i nsi nuations that.Stocken-

strom ' s "enenies" had an i nterest i n keepinr u~· n n is-

turba!]ce on the frontier P.nd preventing the nl'oli tion of 

i ,r1to '!:he Zeko incif.ent \'Jere pf.'.rt of' <:~.,. "crim.ir.al conspir­
( 34 ) 

n.cy" a~ai:nst the "'J.if'e nna. honor of ~he lie1l.tenant-

Governor , ll OI"P,D1'1ized by a :p f:I..C]{. 0 f ~m-Tu:nnej''S n.n<l rrnr 
( 35 ) 

profitePrs on ~he F.~stern Frontinr . 

:Uef'.nwhilo , i:hc inc<talf"'lf:'rt of Stoc1--enstrom ' s evidence 

in 17hich he st"'.tet'! that Pri t ish oett:l r->rs , a s well ~. s Dutch 
' ( :'>6 ) 

Boers , "very often" served. on co":!':lanclos had l·een re-

ceived. i n Gr!'h'"Lm' s To1m "'Tith wr~~~h and indir,!lation . r o 

sooner had St ocken.stro:m. B.rrived ·:- ~·~c:-;re thn.n he r!as :prcscn-

ted by :f . Tl:o~:psor, on behelf' of the inhn.'t'it.,nts of' 

tnl1ed -to crE'n.te re:f'o re the Cor::rl.i ttee ~~he i"'l:pr,..,~·sion th nt 

the actions of th-- colonists as n:. \"!hole hn.a. ~rourht the 

T:JD.r u:pon th(' colon;:- ., n:nd. ~·Thethcr he coulcl provo '1.l1Y in-

settlers of Albany i !! r>nxticule..r, h oo n.ctet:l inconsistent-

ly •·;ith t'h.e :Critish rane .,.nil cho..racter "'S r. co!!'l'!urity, 

( 37) Chase vs Fair'hairn decia.ed in fc:vour of Chase , 
Fcbrnary 1B3? . l'food.ie J!.§. Fairbairn de~id.ed in fn.v01.tr 
of noodie , May 1 837 . 

( ~4 ) See SACA 13 . 8 . 36 . 
{35 ) SAGA 30 . 7 . 36 rmd 3 . D . 7·f, . This Wflf' , of COllTSf> , 

the "ocenn of r:r-l.Scnli ty" of' Stoc'll.:enstron ' s irn.sci ble 
l atter years . ' 

( 36 ) Q. 1090 -1094 . 
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hD.il jttstificd the nat ivc tribes in ~tt"'..ckir:- t,'!Cr! , or rod 
( 37) 

<leri'qecl a..11X n.clvn.rtn.ge :fror.n. front i cr '~":rnrs • 
( 38) 

Stockenstro~ 's rcfus"'..l to accent this ~adress 

t7as rc0eivec ry .lt,'.lirbr\irn 1'Tith a:onrov~l , n:n<l in Grn.nn:m.' s 
- ( 39 ) 

To,·:n as ns·pal , l'iit:b a de:tanl for a l?ublic meetil1{" . 

GodlonJ.o.n vras at;ain to th0 fare . 

r/ . T:r.o~::pSOJ1 anc. L .r::. J..!eura:r.t. , r.G ruld.re~se0. n htgtly cxci t ­

ed noetinr· , ''.rhich denotmcect :Stockem~trom' s rejection o:f 

the address as unco"1stitution~l , uneauivocn.lly denied thre 

British settlers ''very oftonn served i n coruna:nd os or in 

m~,. i'lay p"rtici:pn.ted in "those t:lvtroci ties ".7hich he has 

clescrihcd n.8 1'ci .ng of froq_uent ocmxr.rence on sucl1 oxpo-
( 40~ 

di tiono" ( thi~ ua~ Godlo.r.ton ' s orm c m1tri r·ution ) , once 

t:Wain oer:la..'ldea. a ":full c-.l""l i'M:p")_Tti("~l el'wuiry into every 

alle~ntion" \'I~ich h '13 1:lcen made to their :prejud.ice , ancl 

resolved to publish +he ir address n.:r0 resolutio+\s in the 

lear• in.c; London anit Cf.l.J!C newspaper~ . 
(41 ) 

Co~mentifl .~ on the Graru'n. ' s Torrn a.ddres~, Fairrairl! 

G-._yo an analysis o:f his interpretation of t'J'Ic· eviden~r· , 

tho eist of v:hich \Vhs that Stocke:vstroP.t , v1hile roundly 

condenninr the old. :P~.trol syntcm as naturall y 1 ead in~ to 

violence , blood and. reto.li~ctioJl, uno :pointin.o- out +he 

da~?erous opport1~ities it offrred for false assPrtions 

of theft in order to gail1 C'1.ttle (c<tRes of 7~J1ich hn.C. ~een 

knmm ), stltted ";Jw.t ".:t.b.Q. ,<tre!':l.t l:odl o:r tlH~ colorists" · 
42 ) 

were r.ot incl'Jo.ed. in t}~s CC!'lsure . StocJr.e:rstrom' s 

evidence , he nssertea , hn0. simply hocn mnde the pretext 

( 3?) GTJ 8 . ~ . ~G . 
( 38 ) --or the fT01mds that the "indefe'lsi rle rir.hts" of tl-e 

coJ.o "'ists "do not crC'r:te you judge '1nd jur~- in ~- C'l..l~C' 
in llhicr you fl..re :plen.Rcd to const1.tute you.rr.olf plain­

tiff', .n.n.d me dc:frnte:n.t . " Thj.f-! reply ap:pc 1.re0 il'• GTJ 
8 . 9 . 36 . -

( 39 ) Sec ~-CCOl.U't i11 GTJ P. 9 . 36 . 
( 40 ) It ,:n:t~ flt t : :l.S~0til1"' t"'at Uodlonton received his 

crorm of ...--:lory, in th~"' for"'! of n. vote of thn.n1~s for the 
zcn.J.. he had t'lt:.r.ifcstecl in "maintainin.r.o; m'sulliocl the 
cb:trncter of the British scttlr-rs fro!"'l the pu:r:y nttempts 
o:f -i;hosc rrho hrd. busily '"~nd sc:cr~tly c.ndcnvm,rcd to cast 
oct hun on it . tr 

( 41 } SAC A 21 • 9 • 3f, • · 
( 4§lc1ni1h:~:361:"cl ""ln.clc ~-he S'"'YJe :po:intc , i.r lef-'~ det~il in 
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i'or "all this clar:1ou..r a.11(! indecent outra.{"e ," U1"'<1er tl'e 

i ni'l11ence of uthe most cl.isloyal n..nii. fnc-tiouc reocmtments . n 

Godlon-ton contented. himself with f~cetious corments 

on the addresses in favour of S1;oc1w~strom , clr~;rm up hy 

th~ i.rJw.1Ji tants of Beaufort :'lest ,. Gr'l.aff-Reinct :1nd oth-· r 

areas . On 6 Oc tober he published "the real Gra~£f-Reinet 

'"'.d.drcss , " w.d. Stoc"ccnstroT'Il ' s reply on 27 October . On 

this he ccr~entea : 
( 43 ) 

Vie h 'l.Ve seen it nssortP-cl 1:hn.t His Honor h~d rcen 
lev to alter naterinllJT his former opinio11s, 1'11t "\'ie are 
r"l~c to fir.c~ it st::~ted , 1.mC!cr hi~ ow:n har,d ,. th ..... t t-'·is 
is not f otwdef in truth, f'lJ'1d. thnt he can still offer 
tho -princii?les u:von rrhich he forMerly :J.ctcd "~ a gnar­
nntC'e for the future • 

'i'his tms hi-'" no !"'earn th c enfl o:f' · hr> stor~T . True to 

his :pronise , Goc~.lo:r..to11 let s lj_p no oi_)porturli t~· of !'"Cfl.ll inf" 
( -1-4 } 

StocJcenstrom ' s earlier stnte:te nts 0!1 frontir>r affairs . 

On the \'!hole, ho';Yove:r , dnrint"" 1837 thP fJ.fl.nes 0 icd d.own , 

o:r paleR before ne.tters of Gtl.ch. vitnl mo.r'lent as Stoc1\:cl1-

atron ' s o..ctunl. po~icies on tl..,e :frortier,. the pro~nects 

of com:pe.nf'o.tion fro·1 Enr-land, "".Yitl th 0 eJ:1o:rr1i tics of Lord 

Glenel:· ' s despo.tchos . T:r.ey fl8rca u:r· IJ~~in in June 18~7, 

r.non -q,() ~?..r.-e of l~ooclie J1li FairrQ.irn - r1hich God.lonton 

rc:-prPor-ntcd ns , iYJ i'n.ct~ tho cn~c of "T1t1P rn·hlic versus 
( A5 J 

Co.nt . StocV:-,..ns)rom " - \'Tf'S ur.der discussion . 
(46 

.1\rit ir1 

lbrch 1 A3r , \'Then StocJ~en~tror.l lont. , 1 R c~v· e nr.'1.inst 

Cumpbell for conspiracy , th0v culrni.nfltc0 in a trin>n:phn.nt 

bl[lze , rou .. !]0 r:hich th0. Jour.Ylr'l.l executen i.l'lterr!.ittc:nt r;ar­

do..mes m:t:il +hc:- Liru.terw .. nt- Gove!'J'lor ' s ~e.pnrturc o:n lc~.ve 

of s.1~sence in Au,rrust , 183fl . . 

( 43 ) 
( 44) 
(45 ) 
( 46 ) 

l?rB .~urna'hl~ " rf':fe"·e:rcc ~o SACA 1~ .1 . ~6 • ..;.V.:::.i~d-~e_.._<'!u~:p.t:.;r.::..;r:.;: .. 
e .~ • .Q!l ·19 . 1.37 . -
GTeT 15 . 6 .1 87!7. 

See GTJ f3 . ::) . 3n : "G·lor ions TriU..""1Dh of Truth!" 
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So much , then, :"or the contcn:porary lress . It is 

di:t'fictll t to fine a clear p8t'"' throurh tl1.e mqz.e o:P nutu..'!.l 

rPcrii:Iinntior.s v1hi~Jh c Ol'lfu.se the if! sue . Hci1evor , t.he 

ma5.n fe-atures of the two o:pposi:n~ points oi' vieu ener,o:e 

fairly distinctly. 

Godlonton n..l1d h i s su:p:porters nnintained t~1nt StocJcen­

strom in his evictcnce l1ot only rcfrainef :from C.isputil'~~ 

the .f!lili:p i:ntc rprot~tion r~f "frontier affai rs nnfl. the 

c':\..uscs of the ,·mr of' 18Z5 , rnt ~ cliborntel~r prod..uceo 

ovide!lco t'lhich he must hn.vo k:n.o'm -4;o r'c Ul'!trt1.c or i:nv':'lid , 

in. or<1cr to lellCl colour to the ph:tlr. -·~thrQ1.iSt -noint o:r 

view wrl blr::.cken th0 colonists ir. tl1e eyes of tho Bri+.ish 

Gover:r. ·:wnt . 

instf'.nce~ , such n~ ... he Zelco n.f'f~ir , ~e r€·rut.c0 , l)nt his 

;;c.:."err'.l statel'!'er:ts of 01.,iJ..,i on on Fro'1t5 ('I' a f'f~ irs coul4 

, e shm-.rn t.o 1· e utterly inconsistent -vrith his 'Pr0vious 

opinions :md policies - 't'?'h:!.ch vra"' :provccl.. l-:y c o11stn.rt colrl­

:ps.ri so:n of his state~eflts n.s Lr~nddrost ni th th.e vier:s 

e:tpl'€Ssed. "ei'o:-c the Co""lM.i ttec . \n~. this extre.ora. inn't'y 

ch~.J'1e:e of f'acP , tr cy flSSP.rted , ~oulf. b0 cxrln.i'.'lec't by tho 

f!lct that Stoc?-::~nstron bolieved that in a rarlianent 

do""l.i:1t:,.:ed by Exeter Hall , -:here l'hiliJ? n.nd Buxton co:nntar t ­

l y :h ..,d. the ear of the Sf'cretr:.ry :for Colonies , his only 

ho]!e of r"Tfltifyin:-; his nrclcnt a~l)i tion f or hi.:··h office 

tl!'.~ to toe the phila.nthro-ric l:inc . 

Ird. tiaJ ly , F~irbnirn took a more ~18lc.med vie,·:r of 

the: ,,-hole isc~uc . He IDf'l.intained th!.l,_ Stocirenstron' s 

views on froYlti 0r :policy hn.d inclee<l U!!derr·n:J"'e £t natcrin.l 

chm:r;e - 'but not su:'ldeuly -··hen he ap:pe:J.red l1C~fore the 

A.borie:ines Comm1 ttee . The cho.np:e had occurreo 1.'Jhen he 

cru:~e into clirect and con tinned c Ol"ltnct • ·1 th frontier 

affai rs . From trat tiMe on , Fairbairr. ~ss0.rted , his 
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stute~cnts of opinior. in rer~ra to the oln fro~tier syst~ 

t:.na. his statenents on specific ineio.ents .. were entirely 

consistent vri th thos e so feSl"lessl~.r r.1'lde before the 

.Aborieines Committee, as t•ros :prmrec1 hy the :fact that 

Stockenstron relied upon his despatches -t.:o b c.clc up his 

st~teme:nts , c.n1 frenuently referred the Co~·.mi ttee to them. 

lloreover, Fairbairn c ontenCI ed the. t StocJre.:1stro!"l, f'"'~r fr on 

n.tte11pti.rp to blac1':e:n his fe11ovr-colo i1ists, defe:mi ed. ·them 

as n body, \'Jhilc rcvec..linr, the e.busen to \7J'l...ich tho old 

system could t:tnd did c; ive rise . !'!is a.:;pointnent to 

office , accordin t~ to Fairbairn, 1·ms a n'ltural result o:f 

his experience and ac10'10iiled. ':P-el nbili ties . If there wete 

~~- ch.,:rge of face involved , it ~·mp n rwst rrr.:.tifyinr one 

on the part of the J3ritish Govc:r11mert , which co111c1 !!.t l.,st 

see fit to appoint to hi_,.,.h office a. colonist of libf.!l'al 

principles of lo~g standine. 

• • • • • • • • 
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(ii) The Verdict o~ the Historia~~ : 

What have the writers on South .African history, 

confronted i'Tith these t···o diametrically o-pposed. .judgm.en ts 

on Stockenstrom, hnd to say? In :l!,el'!eral , i1't ere they 

refe r to hi:1 , they f'all i.:rrto tvro main groups : eiftter thEW 

aecer>t Godlonton's inte !"pret'l.tion, or they -..void. B..ll 

controversia l points - pref'umably in order not to beco!'le 

involved. , or bee~ lEe they do 11ot consic.er wid.cr issues 

to be mate ·dally af'fecter • Only two maJ:e c :ny re '"'1 

attempt at an ir:d.epend.ent unc1 erstandin~ or ex:planation 

of Stoc1::enstrom's !)Osition. 

~he rmr of 184·6 caused Gocllonton to bu.rr:;t into print 
. . ( 117) 

nith his p.:-;.m:phlet, The Case of the Colo11aists. IIis 

refererees +o StocJrens"f;rom again strike the familiar :note -

oncl. this c1.es:pi te the fact thn t ·stockenstror.l, by his serv-

ices a s Co"Jmand.~J,t o-f the burr,her forces durin,o: the cam -

p.<J..ign , 't'ias said to hav-e "reinstated himself" in tbe 
( 48 ) 

opinion of his compatriots. Godlonton describes hoe 

StocJcenstromt "one on whom res tefl. the ho:pes o :E' the colon-

istsn, v:hen cnllef.l upon, thr01.l{"h tho influence of Buxtor. ' s 

philanthroJ>ist ~rou-p , to n;1fmer certo..i:r1 oneries :Ln re-

fere me to the tre'"'t~ent of the nati ve tr ibc~ , r·~s il1-

a.ucec., in q.:n evil hour , to "!":1U1>::e stateT'le:nts reflecti.n ,(r" 

or: t!'le i.t1~1n,bita.:'1ts, l:'oth Dutch a;no_ Enr.lish, "l.'!};ich he 

~01mcl sulJSG<"'tlCJ'ltl;r c 011~cl T.lei t.her be de:fPncled OJ1 s OUYid 
{49 ) 

:principles nor f"lu•·:porteo l'Y 'Jtl r1i ttea.. f'n.ct . rr The out-

bre'"'k of rrn.r , !:w..tl his sur~~nons to a:p:pear 1--.efore n Con-

mittee to ('?ivc i.!'for:!ation on the suhjN~ts uron vrhich 
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he had. ·written. ":pl'"'.ced him in a dilemM.a .. n B-nt St oeJr-

enstrom made his election , bolctly fell baek unon his 

r;ri tten statements , fl.nd t ook his :plnce rm ong the phil­

~ntro:pists - rrhom Godlonton had desc:ri b0d as a:f:'f1ic'ted 

vli th '1a spec ics of monomania . n Thus Stoc~enstrom ":per-

sisted in ao.v~ci!1{': i:n that :path of error upon 11hich he 

hl.¥.1 in f:'..n evil :moment so ras:!llly ventur~a. . tf 

This finds an echo i n J .c . Chase's Ar:nals of tre 
{50) 

Ca:pe of Good Hope of 1869 . Stockenstror-1 is referred 

to as " a colonist of r:rent nat111''1.l .<:':bility , but rih o it 

was unclerstood had of l g:-te given evid.e!!ce ar':'ai nst his 
1,.1 

:fellm•! eountr;x"men , a.lthou€}1. hi thEn'to classed aaong their 
( 51 J . 

:prltriots . " Am., l~ter, there i s s reference to Glene l g ' s 

a:p:pointm.ent of Stockenstrom v.rho "from s a:1e i nexplicable , 

or pe:r'ha:ps eXJ}licnble, c n.nsoo had. sm.cler-J.y fallen i nto . < ~~ ) ::>. .. 
the extr8"1e v i e\'TS of that statesmn.n . " However, apart 

frcrn these fl n.:r1c P.llusions , there is no d. iscus&::ion of 
( 53 ) 

Stookenstrom ' s c:>vide.nce . 

The fullest ~xpone:l:1t of Godlor•to:.n' s int0rpretation, 

is G-eorge 1!cC"l11 'rheal . Hi~ su~~inF. up of the situntior., 
( 54 ) 

rein~ ful l of i'ood :for thoUr~ht , i s worth q_uotin.r? verl)n.t im: 

( 49) This refers , :prem'l':lA.'bl;t, to iiltocJ:e1:1stroM.1 s lE'ltter to 
SJ.)r :ing- Rice clf'te .~ 5 r ove:-'lber 1834, . llr int~a in the 
Renort fron the Select Co:""'mi ttee on Abor:!..7ines (British 
Settlo::ne.nts;) to ether r.rit,.,. the i rmtes of EViclence · · 
An endix ~n~ nrex. orrere~ t o be .rint0d B Aurus 
h:"'nce:forth cited as A, , ni:n"' te 8 pp . 117 - 1 23 . 

( 50 ) IT1stor:; of the Colol".y o:f the C~pe of G·ood Hm;0 fr om 
i s iscoverv t o the "ft ef'.r 1819 v A WilT!lot Esc . 

om 1 82 to 1868 1)Y the Hon . JohYl entlivre-s 
1. • • nne To;·m. 1 869 . ~~e:nccforth c itc:1 n.s 
und Cha~e .) -=-=~ 

( 51 ) Loc . cit . :P • 3~2 . 
( 52 ) I bid . ~ · 335 . 
( 5~ ) The charges macle. by Stoc'kenstron Gn~ .... e sums u-r in 

e. footnote (:p . 336 ) " No. 109~ - 3 - 4 to trhioh nay 
be ndded his o:pinion of the ' Front icr ft:-I'rlers' , viho 
have ,t')'one irto Kn.firla.Y'd. preto:rrli11(? to htrve lost eattle , 
and taken cattle fron Kafirs : lose cattle intant.ionRlly; 
!:luke frnuctulent representations of their losses . l!ili­
tnxy force of 11 0 use hut to those parties who wish to 
:p1uJ'lde:r the Kafirs of their cattle . n 

( 5A. ) TheaJ.. . II , 1 38 - 139 . 
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If it were J?OSS iblc to cut out of his life that 
:portion c <l!lmencd!l.-:" v ith the dny on v.rl'l..ich he firRt 
D.}):peured before the c orwi ttee of th~ c oru•1.ons :-:.nc1 en1-
i!J.{~ with the <lay on t7hich he l'ecnme a baronPt , his 
cla i m to be ree,a.rdec as one o:f the \7ort!d.est of South 
Af:rican col onists woulCl. 'be disputed by no one . Both 
bef OI'e n:nd 'lfter thn t period he servo(! his c ou.ntry nell 

n.nil faithfully . But dt.O'.'in~ tha.t time a. shadow· rests 
upon hi~ , ~h~ch neither he himself nor ~n;. o~ those 
<:'!ho have a.ttem:ptecl t o give n fa.vouxarle c olour to his 
c oniiu.ct has ever been ~.'hle to remove . 

The evidence the.. t he ~Hve i."a~ o.t VP..riru~cc no+ only 
trith his ovm :previous acts , 1'mt v,rit.h his official 
reports and corres:ponden~e . This is incontrovertible , 
as has been shorm by the publication of both in parallel 
c olu.tnl;ls . .A m~n ma.y chn.n~e his opinions ui thout nny 
one hnvin~ a r 1.7.ht to blame hi"'l , but the cn.se is di f ­
ferent \·r:r.e:n ho op:noses his ol."m statements of occurrencES 

tllat coJ'\'le uno ex hls pcrs onrt.l observa-t·ion. This is the 
~of'ition in ''bich Ca:ptain StockenstroM :plaC'ed hi"lself . 

lluch in this :pn.ssac e 'I'.'Till "be c ommentec upon j_n due 

course . I n J!D.:"'s t r ('I' ., however , it rrtay rc noted. thn. t the 

only instt?.nce o:f the publicntion of both P-vicler~e nnd 

officinl rP:ports "in ~arnllel eolQmns" has nlrc~dy been 
( 55 ) 

cited . 

The'fl cocs on to <liscns~ the !'loti ves l'frtich led 

Stockenstrom so to cortraoict nll t~~t h~d ~one before 
( 56 ) 

i..'YJ his c~rcer . His conclusions , thou .... h s o::'lerThn.t 

r:1oro ch:'1Xitatly eJqlres<Jer , are those of Godlonton . First 

he :pl~.ces o...~bi tion: StocJ .. enstrom ucll ! .. .nen t!l"' t he hat!. 

only to so.y 't'lhnt 1··ou1 A ).)lense the p 'l.rty in. :po•·rcr in 

E- l!lP.:nd , 811B there wnEt no posi tior , lo\'mr than ths. t of 

r~ovcr.nor i.r. the c0lony , to l.'':'hich hf' ~ir;ht not n.spire . 
( 571 

Sccordl,..., tr.2re nc..r- "stron{; :pir.ue" : his ni:n.d rr~r:pefi 1J~l 

jealousy o:' Colonel Sot1erset .9.:nd. his outlook eml->ittered 

by his o,m disad.vru1to.ees r;hen o:p:posed to n. m!'..n uith 

:pm7erf'ul fanily influence , StockE>nRtro11 seizer. the op­

portunity of denouncinP as 1.m;ust E-.ncl o:rpr~s~ive n ll 

(55 ) See Cha:p . I . Footnote{ll ). 
{ 56 ) Theal . I I, 139 - 140. 
(57) tn the 1893 .co.ition (1!istor:v of S8u.th Africr. 

1834 - 1854 ) :p . 55 . this a:p]?ears ss : revcr.:?"G. " 



20. 

that Somerset, as chief executive o~ficcr on the Eastern 

Frontier, had done . And finally, there was what Theal 
,...... 

terms '' self'-delus .iontt: 1 t was, he says u as certain as 

anythine human could bett that creat changes were about 

to be made in the relationship bet~een European and 
( 58) 

Bantu, and "why shouJa not he endeavour to be that one, he 

wao would deal more tenderly with his countrymen than a 

stra!lJ.?;er would'?u 

To give Thcal his due, he endeavours to be fair to 

Stockenstrom: he says that t.hese influences cannot be 

i gnored, but that it would not be right - ~ithout other 

ground t han the accusations of his opponents, to state 

that one or all of them caused Stockenstrom to "turn round 

on his past career." Unfortunately, however, Theal 

himself evidently based his whole inte1~retation upon no 

other source than that of Stockenstrom' s chief accuser. 

His version of stockenstrom' s evidence on the Zeko 
(59) 

incident is interestine . In Stockenstrom's account, 

says Theal, the colonial force was represented as a 

nband o f' robbers and murderers. " This statement ere-

at ed great indignation, because it was r egarded as cer·tain 

that Stockenstrom knew it to be untrue. Because of vis 

jealousy of Colonel Somerset, Theal goes on to explain, 

Stockenstrom shortly after the occurrence reported 

"certain idle tales of' SOJ'le Hottentotstt concerninc; the 

Zeko affair, to the proper authorities. When the matter 

was inquired into, the stories were found to be so ~limsy 

that it was generally wondered at that a man who "had lone 

acted as landdrost of Graaff- Reinet with the strictest 

just ice and i r.rpartiali ty" could have accepted them. 

( 58) Stockenstrom himself by no means thought this 
tt as certain as anything could be .. " But of' this r.1ore 
anon. 

(59) Theal • . II , 140. 
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But the ttresulting testimony" uas sent to ·.lade in En:;land 

"too late to be of' use except .nor historical p nrposes.u 

The accuracy of Theal's ac count may be jud~;ed of when the 

Zeko incident has been discussed. 

Theal selects three other :reatures of' Stockenstrom' s 
( 6Q) 

evidence to illustrate its natu.re: his statement on 19 

August 1835 that he believed there were civilized nAtions 

in which the proportion of' thieves was greoter t tan amongst 

the Kaf'f'irs; his repeated ref'erence to Kaffirs viho 

owned no allegiance to any chief - Theal asserts that 

no such people existed at that time; and his opinion 

that arrangeuents could be made by means of treaties \vi th 

the chiefs, whereby robbery could be suppressed. Theal 

admits that some of' his evidence is capable of being 

construed to mean that .onl y a smal l minority of the 

colonists acted towards the Kaff'irs in def'iance of justice 

and hrunanit~r, and adds that his ttapologists11 have always 

endeavoured to show that this was its true import. But, 

he says, this was not the imp.re~ sion which, in its entire-

ty, it wade upon the people and press in EnGland. There 

it was regard8d as condemning the colonists in general 

as euilty of the most atrocious deeds. And no evidence 

could have been more gratifying to Hr. Buxton or Lord 

Glenelg. 

In other words, Theal appears to have accepted 

Godlonton's version more-or-less in its entirety, and to 

have judged Stockenstrom accordinc;l~r. This view has 

never been subjected to thorough criticism since Theal 

expressed it, though later write·rs have in some cases 

modifi ed it. The problem of' the asswned hiatus in 

Stockenstromts career is still untouched. And Theal' s 

version crops up a":ain and again. 

(60) Theal II, 14o - 141. 
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Preller, f'or instance, accepts it cruite tmcritically, 
(61) 

even b lackeninG the outlines a little More. I ndeed , 

i t is perhaps scarcely to be expected that Piet Hetief'' s 

f'iery b iographer shoul d present an unbiassed portrai t of' 
( 62) 

the promoter of the Glenel g system. To hin, Stocken-

strom was u 'n verengelste Afrikanertt out of wholp no good 
( 63) 

thiH;; could come. He thunders forth: 

"Deur arnbiesie, w.Ylaa~sug en e iewaan gedj.ewe het hy 
die Engelse n~grof'iele op die kommissie l etterlik 
voorgepraat, en sy mede-A frikaner s in hul handelinge 
ten opsigte van die Keffer~, afgeskilder in die swart­
ate kleure - as 'n 'bend~/rowers en moordenaars !u 

\"'hatever the expectations of the colonists that 

Stockenstrom's appointment would brinr~ nutigation of their 

grie.vances, Preller finally abandons him as udie wi llose 

'instrument' i n hande van die Bngelse Kaffer-vrinde, 

klaarblyklik self 'n nat urelle-poli tiek t·oegedaan \Tat 

l ynr eg i n stryd was met sy vorige houding, en wat ook 

strydig moes gewees het met sy i nnerlike oortuiging as 

Afrikaner en man van gesonde verstanq, sodat van hom 
(65) 

niks meer te hope was nie. tt 
( 66) ( 67) 

Both Prof. Eri c Stockenstrom and Dr. S.P.N •. Gie 

accept the view that Gl enelg was strengthened i n his 

prejudice against the colonists especially by the evi-
( 68) 

dence of' Stockenstrom and of' Philip. Nathan, fol-

lowing Theal , hos it that Stockenstrom r epresented the 

colonial f'orce employed in military operations on the 

front ier in 1830 as tt a band of robbers and murderers , 11 

{61) Gustav S. Preller: Piet Retief: Lewens eskiedenis 
van die Grote voortrekker. Kaapstad, 9 o. Hence­
fOrth cited a.s Prell er. ) Preller cruotes Theal ' s s :lmmine 
up on p. 69. 

( 62) Bnt Prof. J . L. l'. Franc}:en Retief' s most recent 
bio{3'rapher, nanat:,es it. Se e l ater discussion •. 

( 63) Preller, p. 52. contrastine Retief and Stockenstrom, 
he writes: ttnie een was •·n verengel ste Afrikaner: die 
ande~ getrou aa n sy eie volksaard en l and." 

1
64) Preller , p .39. 
65 Preller, p. 68. 66 ~ Eric Stockenstrom: Gesk<n~denis van suid-Afrika. 

1928. Deel II, (Henceforth cited as Eric Stockenstrom)p. 20C 
( 67) s.F.n. Gie: Geskiedenis vir Suid-Afrika. 1927. 
( 68) 1.-r an:r:ted Nathan: The Voortrekkers o1" souti.1 Africa 

south Africa snd LonJon 1937. p.ll for what fo llows. 
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but does not apply the phrase ;:eners.l l y·, as Prelle.r docs. 

He, too, says that. tho ceneral impression cr<...ated in 

England by Stockenstrom' s evidence was that ''the colonists 

were guilty of the !?lOSt atrocious misdeeds. '1 And he 

describes t!1e Lieutenant-Governor as "an enthusiastic 

s upporter of the nolicy of Lord Glenelcr," though ttin 

early life he had entertained and given effect to views 

of a vastly diff'erent kind. 11 

( 69) 
Gie ' s version, however, dtbes represen1~ some cri ti-

cism of' Theel. He points out that Stockenstrorn had 

"filantropiese neigings becrin openbaar" :,efore 1835, 

although he only adduces his share in ordinance 50 as 

evidence of this. But he comnents that "sy getuienis 

in Engeland was sclfs v1'(" sy nuwe vriende 'n aan13ename 

verrassing e~ vir sy cues meer as 'n pynlike ontnugterine. 

Hy het saarr3epraat met die mense "'at die boere die skuld 

vir die onlu9te op die grcns gee, en sommige van sy 

u1 tdt ukking!) was bereken om die hele Boerevollc nog raeer 

verdag te maek. " 

Gi e admits t :;.at Stc.ckenstrom did not apply SIJch 

e .x.p:Cessions es 11 Ro1Jbers ant. murderers11 to all the colon­

ists - but omits to note that, in fact, Stockenstrmn never 

applied the actual phr ase 'robbers flnd murderers ' to the 

Colonists at all. Wherever it is used by h im, it ts with 
( 70). 

r e ference to natives. And Gie ha ctens to add that, 

in any case, the philanthro~ists in England were not very 

eacrer to use their powers of discrimination. 

EdGar Bz•ookes has, in passine;, some co~!lnents to 
1\( 71) 

offer on the ttveteran quibbler. Reviewing D'Urban's 

( 69) Gie p . 288. 
(70) A point which Pro~. Francken has not failed to note . 

vide i nfra p . 41 • Stockenstrom used the phrase - in 
his l etter to Sprincr Rice on 5.11. 34, ( onswer to ~. 5, 
where he refers to putt in:; down any uueng of mat>auders. '1 ) 

and in answer to questions 105~ and, 1 ~94-
(71) Edr~ar H. Brooltbs: The History of Native Policy in 

South .A:f'rica from l ·-30 to the Present Day. Cape To 1 2 (Henceforth cited as Brookes. ) wn, 9 4. 
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(72) 
experiment in frontier policy, Brookes says that it 

failed "throueh the machinations of' a South Afl'ican, who 

:found a Baronetcy o.f the Uni ted Kingdon and a Lieutenant­

Governorship better than the conf'idence anc'l regard of his 
(73) 

fellow-country: .1en. 11 Stockenstro11, he £>;oes on to say, 

having received his re\/ard, was asked to 011t line his 

views on native policy before tho Aborieines Coramittee i n 

February 1836. He steted that , in a new colony, he 

wonl d buy certain tracts for settlers, and res.~rve others 

:for natives, appropriating the purchas~ money of the 

settlc1•s ' tracts to the i Jilprovement and protection of the 
( 74) ,, 

nat ives. :lhi s state 1ent, Br ookes co: ·ments, is ent i t l ed 

to ve r·y little respect, since Stockenstrom elseuhere in 
(75~ ~0 

the evidence stated 11 wi th chacteristic want of l ogical 
1\ 

consistency" the.t he would tix the ,~uropeon colonists 

\nth the aborigines i f it were rrccticable. There is, 

however, a certain want of lo.:ical cons i stency in Brookes' 

own ·argument at this point, since he apparently felled to 

obs er ve that, in the first case, Stockcnstrom was refer-

r i ng to natives in new colonies, and in the second to 

the Hottentots in the Ccder:J. Tcrritor~r locetinns. J3ut he 

concl udes , "the Conrtons Commit tee heard what it wanted 

(72) Brookes. pp . 324 - 325. 
(73) on this poi nt, a kindred spirit is J . H. Ualan. 

( Boen n Bo..,.baa.'( of Die Lol-q e vo ll e van die Voortrekkers 
viral tussen die jare 1 35 en .1 • Potcllefstroom, 1913 .) 
Durinc; t :.is time, he says , Stockt3nstrom ( whor.t he re2;arded 
as havine been a "lang j arige straf" for the colon;y ever 
since the days of Slachter' s nek ) rras on a visit to 
England, And ''net behulp viral van Dr . Philip, Pring le 
en andere, werd van die n·:Jbel e Sir Benjamin D'Ur .. an ' n 
swarte skaap gema::~k. » PJ:l• 59 - 60. H. A. s. Grundlingh 
(Geskiedenis van Suid-Afrika: onder redaksie van A. J . H 
van der !/alt, J . A • . a id, en A. L. Geyer. Kaapstad. 1951. 
Deel I.) expresses the sane opinion, hut"cr <::ates the 

erroneous impression that Philip ' s propae;anda campaign 
and his evidence bcf'ore tl'te corm1i ttee were contempor­
aneous with St ockcnstrom' s and that the two · t ogeth~r 
were the decidin£! factor in Glenel g ' s reversal of' D'Urban•s 
Popular policy. pp. 256- 257. 

(74) r~uoted from A. c . r i nutesp.l85. 12. 2 .. 36. 
( 75) ~ !:inutes ~. 2365, " P• 248. 



to hea~. It accepted tn~ evidence of th~ newly-fled~ed 

Baronet, and rejected the eviaence of t he experienced 

frontiersman, who joined to f'or::n one of' the most extra-
(76) 

ordinary chfl l'•Acter·s of our history. '' 
(77) 

p. van Biljon does not discuss .stockcnstrom' s evidence, 
(78) 

beyond p:·,intinr_: out that Qllest ions put to the witnesses 

before t ho .Aborigines Corrrni ttee were often carefully 

f'ral!led. s:) that the nnswers shoul t1 confirm the philant-

hropis t point o:' view. Q. 557, ITith Stockenstrom' s 

answer, is g_uoted as an example of ·Iuestions of t:~..is 

type on the ceded Territory. But van B1ljon1 s attitude 

to stockenstrom r:1ay be i nferred from his contnents on 

Stockenstromt s pleas to G-lenelg that the ceder1 terri tory 
(79) 

should not be abandoned. Van Biljon considers that 

Stockenstrom was here merel y concernea to protect his 

own interest s in the Ceded Terri tory. He a ccept s 

J . r. Bowker's view that St ockenstron, one of th13 first 

to obtain a f'arm in the Ceded Territor:t, late · warml y 

advocated the Kat River Settle"flant l."Cc:reuse tthy die neder-

s :ettinc wou gebruik om S'Jr p l eas Uaestroom t een di e aan-

valle van Makomo te beskerm. u And, ~uotin3 Bowker i n 

a footnote, van Riljon cor.~ments: 11 Daar was <ltJ.S sel f's 

geen alt:uisime by 'n filantro:P-rener.;;aat nie! n 

AEton~ the ranks of conte1:1porary cocrnentat ors, one 

writer sunported Fairbairn's contention t :1at Stockenstrom's 

attitude to f'rontier and native policy did undergo a radi-

cal change, but some time before he ever went to Enc land. 

This was one uJustus," an extreme philanthropist, whose 

( 76) It is unf'ortunate for Brookes' metaphor that he was 
evidently unaware that the Baronetcy was only conferred 
at the end o:f' the Lieutenant-Governorshtp. 

(77) P . van Biljon: Grensba~ens tussen Blank en Swart 
in .Suid Af'rika. tn Historiese ontwikkelinc van grens­

beleid en belei d van ~rondtoekenni~; aan die naturel in 
Suid Afri!{a. Kaapstad. Johannesb;;pg. 19 7. Henceforth 
cite~ as van Bil~on. ) 

(78) van Biljon, p . 113. 
(79) van Biljon, p. 160. 
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{80) 
~~roncrs of the Ca:ffre Nation s tank in ~che nostrils of' 

( 81) 
colonial pat~iots uit~ all the stench of Phi l ip and Pri~;le . 

Justus, however, slenif'icantly enough, does not \V8X 

al together enthusiastic over .stockenstl"om' s evidence . 

Quotine ~nd revier:in,:.; his stater!lcnts of the Gaika treaties 

and the e:&"))uls:Lon of Macomo, he corunents that Stockenstrom 

nncver seerr1ed, at that t:i.me, to have heard or knO\m th.at 

justice is a stronger wall for a frontier than mountains 
(82) (83) 

and vall eys gained by rapine. " It gives him, he avers, 

real pain thus to hnve to reveal "the aberrations of mind 

or one who ••• is now, at lC(iSt!) the friend of the oppres-

Sei • 11 Hith reference to the Zeko incident, Justus 

observes that this max ks a period in Kaffir history 

\Vhen Stockenstrom appeors the friend nnd protector of the 

oppressed. In other words , Justus dates the chanee as 

havinc: taken place between 1829 an(1 1831. rti th many 

critical remarks about Stoc~enstrom's evidence on the 

previous period, he concludes: 

·we need only peruse Captain Stockenstrom's ev~nence 
to s -: .J hO'ti' impossi ble it i s f'o r nn u:;:>right r:1ind to 
support a bad cause '\"lith any effort of reasoning ••• 
we may sr::rel y come to the concl us ion, tha t nili tary 
habits of acting and thinlcin[.; are not onl;)r inconsistent 
with the development of justic e, but can so confuse 
theunderstanding as to make the noblest dispositions 
assent to the propositions of t yranny, as i f they were 
\Yere wise and virtuous l!'laXims. 

( 80) J ustus ( i . e . J~ac~enzie Beverl y . See Mendelss ohn : 
South Afr ican {$iblio;rsph::t:· I . 797); The Hronr:;s of 
the caflre Uat~on. London.. 1837. (Henceforth cited 
as Justus. ) 

( 81) Indee9,, the GTJ attributed the book to Philip, and 
comrnent ed accordin0ly. GTJ 21. 12 .. 37. 

( 82) Justus . p . 129. ---
(83) Ibid. Footnote on pp. 129 - 130 f'or what follows . 
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All of i:Jhich , of course, :proves r!othinr: - eJr.ce:pt 

t"1at Goo.lonto.n ts view of the e"'.rid.e:nr7e was :t1ot the only 
( 84) 

possible oY!e . 

Horrevcr, :not n.ll the historians h 9.Ve bee:r- part isa.:n . 

Frof'\ the very s moke of battle nomes a rPmarkal,ly fm r 
( 85) 

account of e"'·e:r+.s fr o'l"l the pel'! of Re.,..,. . Vi . :B . Doycrc> . 
( 8f;) 

Boyce con~i0ercd Stoc1~enstron ts treaties iniruitous . 

Moreover , hn cl~i~ed that the o:nl y satisff'l ctory fe'ltures 

in the trc ·~ ties n ere d irectly culled fro:.-1 the schcne 

''rb. 'i ch he had. h imsel f :prol)osed to D ' Urbn.:n in 18:?4 , R.n-3 
1

' 

resented th e :fact th~1t the f~~)u.lr.:ator of the tref'l.ties 

h:.'ld. n ever acrnm1let1 /,.f>C1 this . That he shou.J.d , i .n 1839 , 

is indeed sur:pris i:n.r-· . 

Boyce reg':'rded Stoc1rcrstrom ' s perso112l 1111po:pn.lnrity 

\'1i th a 1 ~"rge s ecti.;:n o:f the co~r.m!li ty as a major CD.. use 

of the fai lu.re of his herder :pol:i c~r . De at.t rilmtcd t.hat 

Ul1J!Olnll arity t o th:ree tf!inr,s : Stoc1r.enstrot'1 ' s h0.:vln!"' 

made certrdn stateT''e !lts l ,c f'o:re the Aborir-i.nes Cor:rmi ttce 

seriousl y affectinr t}le colonial character; his r efrisnl 

t o r0ce ive an ao dress -f'rom the British Colon·1 s ts of 

.A1'hn..r;y i n Which he WO.S 9.~ked to ex:plnin theHe d.ero~atory 

statenents; and ~is i~~rude nce in identifyin~ himself 

vdth a. party in Co.:pe Town wf\.J.ch the maj ority of colo.:t!ists 

cons ide red us directly o-pposed. to their rrelfn.re - this 

( 84) Stocl::enst:rom ' s onl y other su-piJortcr il" the mat'*-er of 
the evidence a:p:penrs to r' e I 8-l'1 D. Colvin . (South Afri c a . 
Lo:no.o.n . 1909.) He is no pr o- philant'hr orist , bnt on the 
\'Jholo ~:p:proves of Stoc1-:c:nstrorn: n.r'.'l , ctisn:rrprovil'l,~ o:f 
Thea1 's historica.J. vrorks ,. ( see Preface ) despi.tes his 
contention th:1t Stoc1renstro!a ' s stnte!:'!ents on the Zeko 
inciclent we-re d. is:pr ovefl . ( p . 846 .) Of t he "fa~t that 
the Eaf!tern Province looke<l n:po:r. 0ton1,.erstrom as n "trm­
tor ~o their cP..use , n Colvin says : HTne;~ 11ud. hee:n callo:l 
robber~ nl'lc nnrfiercrs , ~:rH~ Stoc'kenstron war, hand.- i.l"' -
glove v!i th their "\Ccusers . n He therefore cloes 1"~ot 
make StockPnstron the a.ccu.ser, but vouch.....qafes ro furthrr 
co!:'lr.l.C:nt o:n how tbe situ!'ltior. f'lllO the r'l.rirnosity to 
Stoc1mnstrom arose . ( ll:P . 2.57 - 258 ) . 

( R5 ) W, B. Boyce : :ro·t.e s o:r. Sout.1'! Af:r i c1111 AffsJ .rs. Lm,d.on, 
1839. (HenC'cforth citeft ~-s :Royce .) 

(86 ) BoYeA . ~ . 94 . 
(87 ) Bo~ce . fote III, pp . 76 - 79. 
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( 88 ) 
bein~ , of course, the Fairbairn circle . 

The nature of. S+ockN'lstron ' s evide:r0e • 'Boyce ~ays , 

May be r.n.thcred f:ro"!l the Mdref's of the British Colollists , 

uhich S+ockBn8trom refus0d to receive at Grah~nAtorrn on 

3 Septe~lJe r 183n. Fro'7l this it T!!a.y be 8-S Sll'!'.".led that he 
(R9) 

con~id.ered th.is version of the evid.e11,e to he .1usti f'ie<l . 

And he exnr~sFes rc.r-rC't t'"'t"l_t Stoc"'-:el"strom did not feel 

rimflclf at liberty to rc:ply to the cue H·es, or ret 1T~o ) 

a courteous and conciliator~ answer t.o the nddres~ . 

Accorai.r..o; to Boyce , there "~"tt're rm:r.rv ~~,e-.t ~···s who, with 

h i !!l , h o:Qecl that , despite the exciterr1ent aroused. ry the 

~ha racter of Stockenstro:m ' s evtdennc before the Aborig­

ines Co'l:mi ttce , he would yet , ns n rt:snl t o.P his loc"]_ 

.-ovcrnor. But t h.e::-e 'b. ope~ -rr f're 110 t ft1lfilleCI • 

reason , horreve r , Boyce c on.~idered shouJ.c1 be SOUf'ht not 

so 7"1UCh in S+.oc~:enstrom ' s pl ~!S nm inte:ntiOJ'lS be:f'ore he 

left En~lo.na , a~ in "the execution of n baref'ul inflnE'"nce 

over "his Mi:n(l by a s:!:w.ll party at the Care , who (havinp, 

certain ends to f'"ain ), m1:fo rtunatel~ s nc ce rdcd in involv-

in{" him i n a series of difficulties , :personP.l <1_!Xl :polit-

ic~l, ou~ of which it ~as i~~o~sible ev~n for his sa~ci~ 

to find a way of escape , r1~hor \7ith credit to himsc:-lf , 
( 91) 

or \'ith a.n..vanta.,...e to :tis cotm.try . " 

Boyce '1Voids rJ.l t:!le currer:t c eror:ator:{ allerm.tions 

allowed. thA K~ffirs back into :r>n.rt of the neutral t~rritary 

(88 ) Boyce: pp . 72 - 73. 
( R9) Boyce : pp . 7~- 73. (FootnotP). Vi~e supr~, 

P:P . 12, 13 for f! resume of the nddress . 
( 90+ God.lo.nto:n himnelf or.t il'i that , if 3tocker,stron. hnd. 
bee~ prepare~ to offAr so~e explaration of his evidence 
to the settlers , the~r mi,..ht yet have waived t11.eir other 
obj ectl.ons :<:.nr'l accepted. him as Licmtenart- G·over!"or . 
UTJ 1 6 . 6 .• 3C . 

{ 9~ Boyce: PF • 73 - 74, (Footnote. ) 
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ani removing boers from the Stornber~ - Kraui River 

area in order to :prese:nt it to the Trunboolries , he merel;"' 

observes that , with Captain Stockenstrom ' s vie\1S of the 

im~olicy of this cession of t erritory , (i.e. neutral 

territory) bis canse~tin~ t o carry it into ~ffect , "natur-
( 92) 

ally excited ~mrprj.~e . rr 

I n th0 c~~e of Stoc~enrtro~'s ~vidence on the ex-

:puJ.sioT.l r>.f :r·acono n:nr1 -f:"l-1 c ests.1' lish::J.c,t of +he l~ottentot 

scttlern.ent o:n his lr~r.ds , :Uo,-ce oucries Stocl:f'nstro~, ' s 

denial that ~1ac or~10 l'la'"' cxp"'llefl pri narily in ·orf cr to 

seize the l and for the Hottentots . He esserts tho.t the 

rapic1i ty 1·ri th which the whole proc ess wns curried th.rouph 

is proof of its having l· eon :pre1'1edi tated • His IJOSition 

h~ve t~:cn pl~ce , had not C('rt~in D~rtics at thnt time 

been influ~nccd by ulterior mot.ives of n uartially bene­

voleJ'It eheracter," ancl that ltacoi\lO ' s ntt11.cJc on the Tal!l• 

boo:cies \'!as merel~.'" !'lade the nretext for :puttint" tre pla..ll 

into e:ff'ect • lut he observes , f a irly enour~ : 

• • • 1·ri thout attemJ)ti!1~ to i mpe:teh Cttptain Stoc1:en­
stro~ ' s v0r'1.ci ty, r.·•c may 'he a llowed. to su:prose, thflvt 
i .n n.arrati11:1~ the thourhts a.na. actions which occurred 
six y0r-rs :previ::nJ.sl y , his me7nory :·ras l'lot in n.ll cases 
minutely ~aithful in referer ce to t i me , plnce , or 
circumstance . (93) 

Consi fte:ri.n{; :Boyce ' s 1mftoubtea sympath~ 'ori th the 
(94 ) 

Colorists ir the :post- trnr :pcr-loo., '1-l'ld his obvious oislike 

o:f the Fairbairn cli~oo, hie c cco1.1Y't is ..,__very credita.l~le 

nttempt nt unbinssea. discussion . 

( 92 ) Boyce : p . 7 5 . Foot.note cont~nucn. 
( 93) BoveE': :Pl! . 7 - 9. See 1 'lter r! is .. usn ion of this 

point i.r Chap. III, ( ii) .. 
( 94 ) See espflcinJ.ly the In"roduction to the Fetes, nassim . 

Sit'r4 fical'ltly , thronrhout the d iscusflion he-re on the 
no~t co~mon chnr~es ~airst the colo~ists, (Boy~e is 
attem:ptin~ to o is:pel mise once:ptions :pr~vn.ilinr- "t"l!O:"l~ 
tr.e EnPl ish rr.nd inc .,ubJ ic ) Stoc1renstror:l ' c eviden,..e is 
not once referrc'~ to SJ)ecifice..ll~.~ . 
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Sir Geor~e Cory , inde:fn.ti~n.ble hi~toria.n of the 

E~~tc r-.a Frontier, 1'/a3 no lov'"'r of Stockenstro~'l . Fut , to 

his cre.::it be it saict, that, r:!'ntever his -private OJ!in-

ions of that extraordinary :persol"~ali ts Il'l.Y h"lV~ ·he en -
( 95 ) 

r::nfl. thoy vrerc bl"l.c1r indeed - 11e c ontrivea to J:oep tnem 

out of his ~istorical tvorks . That Stoclcel"strom irrit-

ntea. h i·!::l is evident fr 001. seve Tf:IJ. n.s id.es • 
( 96 ) 

l~nle , he is f~ir to hi~ . 

.,...ut , on the 

Eler1er:.ts of God.lor+on ' s interpretn.tior, howev~r, do 

a:p:peP..r . Of nll the wi t:1rsses be:fo re the Ahori:<:r.incs 
( 97) 

Co~mittee, savs Cory, none cre~ted such nn im~ression 

"l.S S tock..-ns trom . His experience enabled. bi.m to spenk 

''lith au.thori t~- on !!ln:ny subj er-ts .. 

thnt it was Stockenstrom's evidence B1.1.ri"J ,~ th~ first 

session that convinced Glenelg that he was a fittinG 

agent ~or carryi~ out his contemplated colonial policy. 

The so.r·1e evidence , Cory rulds , won for Stockenstrol!l d.is­

tinctio!1 of a different order : i t rou..~ea. intense innic;-

~~tio:n and hatred against him in ~he Colony . AnA he 

i7'l:plies that Stoc~-:enntro~ ex-pected tr.is., '''hen he a uotes , 

from a letter written by Stockcnstrom in 1 835, the sent­

ence: "that my evidence \.'iil.l "lake ne a nmnber of enemies 
( 98) 

i s no ~ore th~ I expect . " 

\ s a r~c~.~ound ~0 the understandin~ of nll that 

occurrec B..urin,"' the LieutAno.l'lt- Govcrnorshi-p • Co~r the1l 

0i r es n.r outline of the nain fe::.tures of Stoc1,..enstr oM ' s 

( 95 ) See Cory ' s ovm ar:rot<J.ted copy of StockeXlstrom ' s 
.Autorioc;rnnhy , in Cory Librr.ry , Rhodes University . 
I!ir- mr...rgi nal conments are trenchtU'Jt nnd , c o~rined with 
the \utobiogr~phy a mine of aeli~ht for the student 
of :personalities . · 

( 96 ) G. E . Cory: The Tiise o·P South Africa . J,ord.or.. 1919 . 
(Henceforth cited "'1-S Cory.) vols. II al'ld I II. 

( 97) Cory : III, 286 . 
( 98 ) For ccr:-mert on this :point, see p:p . 75·76infra. 
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( 99) 
evider..~e . On the whole , thin is clear , cone j_se , fl.ncl 

fairly !l.ccurate . 1.'/here Cory su"!11:1ari zes Stoc1censtr om-' s 

critic isms o:f' the f:ro.nt i er systen~ tbou{~h$ he ts l ess 

fr.d thful to the oriFina.l . Gre..ntea that he i'!a£" :pro'bo.bJ"".r 

ena et'.vourinr- to select the :pr!.ssago s •:ihich e Xplain the 
( 100 ) 

violent resentment arouse a_ 11y Stoc1-:enstrom' s evid.ence , 

he :pr~:Gents ~ distorte0 outl ine, ro1d ouotes one sente:pce 

as pnrt of the evidence ( "pe"lce upon the fr o11tier would 

'n·itten by Stockenstrom in 1831 , ~hich wns delivered in 
( 101 ) 

to the Co'"'lmi ttee . Gory q_uotes in full Stockenstror'l ' :::: 

~nswers to Q . 1090 - 1094 ns of ir.1:portance in vierr of 

futT:~.re :procoedin{;s in Altaw , and. italicizes the phra'-'O 

trvery ofte1.1." , r;ive~ in ans'!.•rer . to the q_unstions (109f>, 

10i4 ) ns to t·rhetl"er Englishmen servefl_ 011 coMmand o... But 

neither hore , no~:> l"".,ter ir'. d.iscussinp- the Gra'ha'P'lsto'!.~'Il 
( lOr. ) 

acdress P.nli. :puh1ic i1eeti:n~ of Sep+emher 1R36 , doe1=: Gory 

:pro~.ucP. an~,r e-via.e11.ce to re:futt? Stoc1 ... enstrom ' s stateme:rt , 

though he evic1 e ntly synpathiz es with the GTahams town 

Cory comnents cri ticnlly on orly two 

1'0~.tu..r<"'s of the cvidenc8 - t1'~ e Zcko incictent , in ~~hich 

he shows horr the affi(l~.vi ts sen+ to Wade <'ontTovert cd 

St:!c"'-e.nstron'~ versior , ~no. Col1sir1ers that Stookenst.rom' s 

rf•futation of these did not :"-""lot£t to much; and the 
A 

::.nsw<1r 'to Q. 27171 . I:r1 "'c!:.i~ a.nmmr Stoc1w:nstrom acJcnow-

led,ee{'~ that under the circu;;.'lRttJi'1ces of the Colony in these 

tines the co!"lr.l0.!'1t~ o system was :forced upon the Coloniol 

This , he s~y8 , 

( 99 ) Cory : III , 28G - ~8g. 
{100 ) CorY rs ov·n. comr of A. C . Minutes has in !'lost ~ases , 

o:r11;· th~ ' or j cctionable ' :passa.t;es u.no erlired a:nr. annotate~ . 
( 101 ) fhid . p . 287 . 
( lOR) bid. ~P · ~43- 344 . 
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is curious , in view o:f the foiTler :p(l.rt of Stockenstrol'l ' s 
( 1 03') 

evidence . 

An acceptance of the v i ew that Sto~kenstrom ' s evi­

o.eJ!Ce i n its ~fl.tirety repreEent<:>d. 5 anti. ~'78.8 inteflded t o 

re:present) a critic ism of the colonists in e:eneral, i s 

im:pl icit - tl:o'tlf'h nm·ihere e~licit - in Co:ry ' s n.ccou..."'l.t . 

Cor.'li!le.ntinr. on Stoc1"rnstrom ' s :t'("'fus~,l to acce·p"'!; the Grt'.baDB­

tovm adclrr-ss t Cory ex:pr0.R8es the oplnioil that , "assUJ"'l.in;--" 

the ch8.rges he hod mad.e were true 3-l'ld. that he }:new them 

to l~e true, the lear-tt t''at coulc1 have been e xpected of 

Stoc?:enstroi!l l!!e.s so.1c expl~matio:n to the cettlers , siJ;ce 

he hoo Made his P ... ccusations "under ci rcumsta.l.,ces r:rhich 

:pr~cluclecl the n.ecn~ed fro!':l defendj.::'.l':" thenselves . " But 

he "e..ppcc.red +,o 1~e afr'lic1 to sny to thejr fc.ces uhat he 
( 1 04. ) 

ht:d Sr>id. 1:ehincl. their backS . n 

Like Boyce , however , Cr:r;r ma.kBo r.o feferencc to the 

current =-~llegations f't.out Stockenstron , exce:pt i1, s o f ar 

QS they a:PpeP..!' i n his QUOtf't~o:rm fron the Grnrc:'"1Sto1m 

ru.'l.Clress ano. petition . He floes ,.,ot ir.rr.ly .., std0en fltrl 
(105-

u_nex:pectcd ~l"e1:~e o::' opin:i on on the pnrt of Stoc1renstron. 

Nor, -t;'-'ou!""h he t.a1:es on the \'!1"olc :1. ve·-y unfr.vourable 
(106 ) 

YieP of the Lieute1,nnt - Gover-11orship, does he att.ribute 

its fn.il1.1Xe, as Theal doe~ , t o a temporary ana. sinister 

di~f)ssion into !)hilanthropic paths • 

. Among +.'10 \7ri ters '1ho ao.o:pt !'.. r10re or lens neutral 

attitude arc , ooonget the e~.rly historin.l'ls , J·or..n r:oble 1 

nne , i11 the mo0 ern group, 1-rof . Jt~ .A. :•ir:.ll..>:'er m·Kl C . F . J 

llull er . Trey t~rovr little new lit~ht on th.e subject . 

(103 ) For eo·~ment o:n this, see l ater discu~si.ofl of 
Stocl-:cnstro":l ' s !'ltti tu.a.e to c Ol"l!"lnnclos . :p . 12.0 , i:ri\ ..-a . 
(104 ) ior~; I I I, 34?. . · 
( 105 ) 11 f act , else't""bere ( Cor~rii, 403 ), :poirtir."" out 

that Stoc<ren'"'trom <.lid :not chf'.!'P:e his o:p'inioJ'1 of t:h r­
Ere,smus Cfl'"' e on sc>einr. C'U!!pbell ' s affifl ~vi ts , Gory 
re"'1a:r.ks in :p:u-e:ntl1esis : "he Trobabl~:r n.evcr ch2ng ed. 
an opinion il" n.ll h:is J.ifc . rr 

( 10 6 ) See Cory : III , 446 : "Th~ onlv. re1.1 satisfaction re 
r;nve t.ho coJ onj sts \'!!lS his res~ ,:--r,f'..tion; Qll derl orin""' hi '1 

a:p:point'"'le.n.t :"~_co o.Yle of th.e .rore!?,test misfortur.es l7hich 
had bcfull en the cou.ntry . n 
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Writing in 1 877 and tl-lus removed from contemporary 

influP.nces, Jo!1n UobJ.e , Clerk of the Cn:pe lT.ou.se of Asser.1b-
(107 ) 

ly, t<:':ives a stra1p:htforward , uncritical account . Stoci:: .. 

enstrom 's evir1 ence he np:parentl:,'" ~ccc:pts at fa.ce v ylue , 

quoting in cm"r:e,tion with it the peroration upon "I h>1ve 

the ca,.Jse of truth to serve , " ( in vThich Stocke.nnt.rom dis-
( lOR) 

claimed. ::tll '~'>a.rtisnn feeli.nps), but ma1ri'~"r no c o..,Ment . 

He says, indcec1 - conc:J.rrinP" with TioycP 'Uld Cory - that 

"a slir-ht expl~n.tj. on or ,.,od ificationtt of the "injurious 

im:prcsRions so lm~ortQ~atelv created nnd exi~tin~" might 

have "conciliatea all parties . " Stoc1~e.n~tr om's reply 

to the Graaff-Reinet burghers t~"~at "he hrul done no actior 

n.ni ~inoken no ·rara. res:pectin: the public interests of this 

co:mtr~y , in ~'T!1ich, after close consideratio!l. , he aid not 

rejoice, n Uoble reMarks , r:avc offe:noe , "'\S mi.r:-ht have 
(109 ) 

bcr-on expected, 11 to his fellm:r- colonists. Eu.t he nakes 

no !1l1e~atio:ns !l.YJC1 stu.cliously avoids d. iscnsr ion of 'frl. e 

nunerous contro,rersi~1 topi~s o:f' the neriod . 

Wo.JJcer me rely tou~hes u:pon rumours that TfSt0cken.­

stron had been saying t~in~~ tartly arainst Boers and 
( 110 ) 

English settlers 11before t:he Aborigines Co,.,I'1ittee." 

Ana he ex])reAses the view - u:pon whnt authority he does 

not say - t hat Stockenstrom ' s ap~oint~ent as Lieutenant-

Governor o.t first perturbed the Grahanstovm men more 

than the Boers; the latter wer(!; in~lined to ho:pe that 

StockenstroT'l, as an A-Pr flr-s_ner, vro1,lcl give t~em the ldnd 

of {:over.n.'!lent they wanted , '1-ni to helievc that his 

unpopularity with the British sett10rs t·ms a.ue to the 

( 107) John norle : 
short Ilistorv of th . Euro ean Settl en e. 

a:pe Town . .Jon<l Ol". 1877 • 
( lOA ) Ibid . :pp . 55 - R6 . 
{109) Ibid. PI> · 58-59 . 
(110) E.A. Wall.rer : T>1e Gren.t Trek. Lo:nc'i.ol"l. 19~·" · Jl • 98. 
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fact that he vms an Afrikaner . It 1•rns the :policy vh ich 
(111) 

he put into p·r:::'ctic e -!·hat a.isillusioned ther.1. 
(112) 

C.F . J. l:hliler is o:f the opinion that I'hilip's repeat-

ed representc.tions on the subject of the c 001.mn.nd o system 

to-~..., thcr ei th th~ introd.uction to Buxton ':'lhich the n{".rriev­

cd Stoc1censtrom t ook with h i m t o E:np·J.ard i n !.farch 1 8:13 , 

sp0eclily ':l'lde an impression upon Dritish colonial act:nin-
(ll3) 

i s tration. Buxton S'l\'1 Stanley severe.l times , the I>hil -

anthropist prf'ss i n Bnf:l anr too1r. up t.1, e anti-co·~m[l..:rii.O 

refrain , al'l'~ j_n 1·over-;bcr Stanley threw the cor:mw.:rldo sy~tart 

overboard. am il'!structe<l D ' Urban to devise a neu system . 

l1uller, however , has no further observations to make ., or 

neu 1ir"'ht t o tnrm·1 on Stockcnstrorn 's })art in the affair . 

He too, specifieD only Stock<:>nstror:l ' ·s evideme . He do~s 

not explicitly connect this evidence .. ith Glenelr:.'s des­

p~tches of October uno De ~ember 1835 t o D' UT.bar ) tho~~ 

he places it in the c hfiin of events le00.i11 0: to the 
(114) 

formulation of Glc~e1r· ' s ide'ls. J.nf the first ste:p 

in ~- policy of ~~ystcmatic ally n:p:poirrtir.g confirr.1ed phil­

r.nt lu'opists to rC'SpoYts iblc posit ions in the Ca:pe Adnin­

istrntj.on, he c onniders , ·was t.he a:prointMent of Stocken-

stroi!l as T.dentenant- Gove:r.J'lor . Huller here ..,akes :no -~ ....... 
evidence 

specific ref0reme t o the influence of Stocker..strom' s,.,_ 

UJ>On his a)]-pointment - he says mer~l;y th'! t (}l~nelg s~tis-

fied himself, in the course of ~ :few interviews, that 

( 111 ) I bid . p . 99 . ~lith Walker ' s vievr !"li""ht l;e .com-
pared the• c o· ,nent of :F're(terick Re x i n a letter to 
John Rex, ~·1ri tte:n at (}rae:ff"- Heinet on 8 Jfebru~..ry 183{) : 
"I reull;·· rronder thn. t Capt . StockeJ'lstrom after the 
improveMents he is n.cJrnowledgcc'! to h'l.ve no.clC' in CtTaaff-
Rei:net shoulo have sr,ewed himl"'elf such ~ tnrncont he 

appeRTs to ~ e dislike~ in other parts of the country 
but Grn.aff Reinet has sworn vengeance a""ninst him & 
I think he \'Jill reauire a strong boay t17U"ra. if ever he 
intends visiti~~ it ~ain •• • ~ Una LonF : I~dex t.o 
Unoffi ci':ll Harmscrints . p . 184. 

( 112) C .F . J. Eu11er : Die :Britse Ovve Yh e 1d e!'l. die Groot 
Trea:::. CaT.>e ToYm . 1948. 

<113 J ~. cit . :p:p. 4·5 - 4*=· · 

(114 ) I bid . pp . 47 - 48 . 
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StockeJ!gtraM was wholl v at o:ne 1•ri th him in his ideas 
! (115) 

for n " policy based on "a. :fixecl course of Justice . n 

No sug~estion of Stockenstrom ' s h aving ~~led for his 

O.JYpoi:ntment s.rpf'nrs anywhere in Huller's referen~es -

nor is +he alle~.tion refuted. 

A new tre:nc1 in r:--ha t Mir.-ht be called Stockmistrom hist-

orioe;(~i~) has "h ecome a:ppare11t ln recent yf"a:rs . J?rofeB~or 

Reyburn n.'1<1 the otudents who vmrkcfl un("i er :,im h "1.Ve been 

pioneers in this f:i.eld . • Incre-,c-·inl" interest in Stoc1cen-

strom ' s c~.reer hM 1crd to a careful study ~. nd. revaluation 

of his V!ork ~s L::-.nddrost, Cor·1missio:ner- ,(')"Pr.era1 an:l Ideu-

tenant- Governor. But the t.endercy now seePls to be to 

i~ore alto~ether the implicntions of the alleeatiors 

nbout the period 1833 to 1838 . 

1I n his excellent survey Die noord.wa~rts~ Beweging 
' ( 117) 

var. ·a.ie. ]ocre, voor die Groot Trel; 1' .J . V~CUI cl'er 1Ierwe 
I 

has/c.- ·J'lost valu2l\le study of the L~n<l.drostship of hoth 
\ . ... 

th~ Stockenstroms . The a uest ion o:f Stocfker.str om's 

evidence does rot , of' course, e.Y~ter irto his a isc1J.ssion 

"tt all~ But in i7riti'~"F. of the st...,:t:e of -roli-f3j_c ·1 l f'eelim 
( llR ) 

of the trek'boere on the I;orther.n borders in 183S, V8.11 Cl E'T 

H~nre comments t.hf:'vt. they were little ~fi'e cted 1'~Y claF:hcs 

•·/.i.th the ce~tral ?-OVE!rnment , 11.vi!li- isol"lted ~ they c1id .. 

"!Iulle a~...rdse vaeter, n he says , n was eers Stoc'kenstron 

en ldter V?,n Ryneveld., Afrikuners - soos hullese J.:f. -

( 11~ ) Ibid . pp . 217 - 21n. 
( 11t;) H • .A . He;;b1.1Tn : Stua iee i.n Frortier Histo:rv. Artic le s 

in The Critic, A So nth Af.rica11 Queyterl;r J ou.r:rnl Wynberg, 
#aruary 1935 ; A:pril 19~5; JuJ.y 19~?5; February 193f>. 
~ieylmrn deals -r:i th Stockenstrow ' s :part i.n earlier e:pi­
sod.Fs cnch t'.S Sl~c'l1ter ' s 1:e1r., t,he !'lissiors of S~i t. In 
an article enti t1ed ' :Pieter I< : ti f to lhrncnY~ Cam n"bell' 
( Thei Critic . L!arch 1934 he refers to 'l'}cn,r. ~,r'lrbe 11' s 
part in the events of 1836 in n. mf.!IJ:Jner which ~u .ffr•ests 
tr.:.a:t-: his sympathies are entirely v: ith Stoo"''"'en~trom : Cmzt' ­
bell he says: "Showed hi "1~'?1 f a stron"" :partizs,r , viole .rt­
ly,pro-colonist , ho~tile to ·the .na+lves , fYfd active in 
detJryin,o: an(! a ttackil'lf; t h0 'philaPthr opi sts t s,:re! +.heir 
i'r'iends . He exer~ec"' hiMr-~ el:f' to ~ountero.ct the e:f'fe~ts 
o1 th~ evidc:rce g1.vcr 1'efo:r.e tho Aborip,ines Go"1f'd. ttee 
ir.t Lord or, RnCl re user. h. is <"L'hili t~;- n.nc1 influt.'nce to 
ld:Tm an.d discreo.i t Lieutcnnnt Go,rcrnor Stoc'ker.stro:m. .•• 
he vraf! collecti.r.r- m:-tterin..l to brin.c:- :t Jlre:pas+o 1•ons 
cha:rge of rnuro er nr nirst Stoc~ ... E'i'f1tro1'1, and Retief a:p­
:ph.rently h,n tht=> sllJ"l.e a esire. n 1ro. 180 - 181. 
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It is interestinf': that he makes 

this statement ',•ith :no cu.'1.lification at all. 

J .D. ri tnan , in his Ui.l:published thesis on the C o::.1-
( 119) 

missione:·- Ge:neralshi:p , rP-marks of Stocb::mstrom ' n evid0nce 

before the Cor:mi-ttee only th~t his rti:ndictmer:t of the sys­

tem vias strikinr1 rut it suffered :f'ro::>M a. lacJr. of eX3.!!J.Ples 
\120 ) . 

bnc1red by -proo:fs . " There is , hov·ever , evid.e.ncr: iY' the 

th.esis of ar1 u.n.eri ticr..l accepta:roe of' soMe of Stoc1•·enstran 1 s 

stn.tenents. Pitm~n sn~ . ~or inst~ce , +,hat Stocken-

strom "sho\'len in his evicle:nce" that he v-ras 'lirlavra;•e of 

Lieuten.ant- Governor :Bm.l~t:eo::>'s suspension of thr-> RP.:prisal 
( 121J 

system fro~ .April l82f; . But this is~- in .;:-·'let, a poin.t 

n·t,o:n which - ?or Wht1tever reason - StocJcenstrom's state-

mentfl , ru11.'l the f~.cts of the case ~ f!..o nAt coincide . It 
(l ~c;l ) 

(- .,tf. J 

i s oda. t.hn.t }!it, mn "-·as unaware of this . l?it::~m a lso 

{-ives a very cleax account of the Ze1po in~idef't. , t.ts :f-rtr r.s 
(lfl7J ) 

it can. bo dctf'TP'lil:'le(l fro"") availa1"1r=- e""idC"l1CP.. But 

he r:entions no discrepancy br>t't!een Stoc'kenstl,om 1 s st~te-

nents in 1G31 qnl 1R35 . 

oi th~ fp_ilnr·e of i.nr Co!'Tlmi~sio:n<"'r-GC':nerolsh i:p 1arp·ely 

upor ~tock~!lstrom.' s oYrr. eviftcn.ce for i.t . 

A :point ':·hich 'hears materially U})O!l tbt' n1er-:1tion of 

S+-ockenstroM '8 evide!'lee on tho f:r.ontjer syfltem tn 1835, 

:-.:r:fl v:hich J?i t ..,an does :no+. brin"" out clearly· t is i'!h at a:p­

r·e -- rs +.o be a ~n.rked.ly r..C!\'l note ir Stoc"k"enstror.1 1 s c1.es-

:patchr s on -~'ronti~r aff9.iTs from about the mitlcle of 18~9 -

(117) P . J .. van a.er Uer vre: Di - :r;oord.Wt.:';-· r s e Be•::e!"'inr v .. Y! 
cl.ie J1oerc voor a ie Groot Trek 177 - 842 • Den IInt'....g. 
passi1:1. Tiencefort11 c iter ?S P ,J, V ('ll1 a er 11:~rwe). 

(118) J:i .J . vv,n der ! .. Ierwe. :p . 373. 
(119) J.D. litman: The Co1~is~·orer-Generalshi of ~nar · s 

Stoc1:cf'r..etrom. H.A . The siR . 1T .c . T . r:oflco:forth ci tPd. 
a8 Pi-'-:nn.n. ) 

( 120 ) Fitr1an. p 2. 5. 
( 1~1 ) Ibid. • :p. ~ l . 
( 122 ) Vi?le i:n:f':ea :p .t?6<;}ff, foro isct1f.'lsio:r.. of t!-:is :point . 
( U~3) Htnan .• p:p. t oa - t o~ . 
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s omething n ore than the mere aevelo:p1n~ of a cl ear poli cy 

to\'1al"'"ts the :probl ans of' the Enste1 ... n Fronti E=>T , of i'lhich 

1.-Ji tman speaks • This "ill be diseusse1 in cleteil later • 

Pi tmn.n, T!l.oreover , i~ c':lr,::-fu.l to 9-"loid ~he c ontro-

versial . He .note::, il1 his a. iscr'.1Sfr ion of S+.o0lz:enstTom ' s 

:r.rontier :policy , \'lh~t ha int0rr,rots as a mnr,r.od d i:f':f~r­

el'!cc in the :plans r>ro:posryd. 1)Jr Stockenstrom i:n his lettP-r 

to S:pring-Rice 011 5 ~ToYe1!1P,.... r 18~~: , ~n~ thn t to Gl o:nel{" on 

7 J r-.nuary 1836. But he mn.Jr.es no refP.re.nce at r- 11 to the 

c onstructio:n :pl aced 1-y S+.ocke:nst:r'Ol'1 's opponents u.pon 

the alle~ed ch::>~ge o-P policy bot.rnen 18~/.. f'1Tlr!. 1 '~30 ,. in 
(124 ) 

his tentative expl:mo..tion of it . 

F . J .. Smuts, i.t1 his th('sis on th~ Lieuterant- Govornor­
(125 ) 

r::hip of' conrse refers orl:r in pn.sr"~in .n' to t11e evic1.encc . 

lie says t.h~ t S+.oc1rerstrorn "s-oo1ce his nii1dn o:r'l t.r4" fro:nti"r 
- (12t: ) 

8y2tem $ ~:l'!OWi.:y•· that it. \'J o~ll~- '"'1 ."'1rc him e:neMi0S, and that 

his cri t icis::n r:~s ill--timect ttnr arou8e~ the n. :~aror ism 

of the settlers . But he clocs :not a iccuss ·~he J?TOS mel 

cons of the e;rirlenc"? i:n t"J.'f:'Y c, etnil. Re rl oes , ho ·;ever, oo -n:-

:ne:-nt i~ n. foot11otP. tha ~ S+oc1-:-P~stro~ ' s t~vide.rce "contnirEd 

Snmts -points out thu t Stoc"!:~~stron ' s ass~rtion in eviil e:nce , 

i:n coT~JJ.e-:ti"n with the '?.cJm incident ~ thn..t he 1-J ~l P'ivcn 

or{!ers that no K<J.ffj r cattle ;·re:-rc to "t·e ta.ke.n , clof's not 

refers also ~o · ~lru:1 e 's evidence vrhich ftr>?ther proved 

'bel he avers th~ t Stockcnstron' s 

( 124 ) Pi trnan . :p •. 112. . 

( 12-tl) l? . J . Sr:uts: The J.stcu.tc:nant- Gove:rnol'flhir: of And.ries 
Stoc1renstron. M. A. 'i~hc8is . U.c .T. {I1enceforth cited. o.s 
Sr.:utfl • ) 

(l26 ) Smuts ; :p . 35 . SMnts evid.entl~r follor•n Cory i:n 
ar:sumi.i!£: that it vm.~ his criticism of frc:ntiPr-:olicy 
that Stoc'tcnst~om expret..-a to nake him e:,er-tics, 'm Cl tl-trtt 
the 1ene.:.!ies ' he exp c-ater w"rc in the colo.-y. 



38. 

stP.tements on the rc:pris~l s:srstem eer0 , if not exageer-

nter , then ~t least unTro~e~. But SMut'"' acl0s thut 

he hn~ f o,Jnd no ~ou:ncl. f or TheA.l' s c ante :1tion th'1.t ::>tocJr:-

e:nstror~ ' s evidence vrns "at vnrinrce .rot only ··~i th his 

m~-n j)re~·ious nets 'but ~ ith his of'"fici~.l reports <"1..nd cor-

;) " res:pon~~.ence . He cone ludes : "In respect of the two 

n'·dn ch."U:"f'es •• • tt~e 3eko a:fft:ir nm the re:prisE'~ s~rstem 

sis+eJ:t 't':'ith his previNm reports . 11 The rr ou.nd. s far 

thiP ~F:SGTtiOl'l are, llO ··ever, not r~~r1 e on.i t~ Cle ... :r, since 

Smut8 dof's Tot l're;be the ones tion l')f th0 ~1113 ...... C'·d chn.we i!l 

Stockcnstromt A policY, or hi:=:! !"'ttit'i.Kl.e t ot7n.:rcls f'rontier 
(1:?.7) 

rffairs CI1.1I'i:nr the Lient""n[!,nt-Goverrorohi?. 

Amon{"' " Od C'rn hi~torirnt', t rro only have !}Ot 'been 

eviden0e , nno. h "'V~ ~.tte~r+("r to 'th:ro•: more. 2.i_,...r.t uron 
(1?8 ) 

the subject . Tt-:-e~" t'Xf: l?rof'. W .i • Jfc.<'t!lillf.lr, ~nl l?ro:f . 
( 1"9) 

J .L.a . Fr[U,cken. 

:Prof . Uac·mi.ll2.n ' s mo~t im:p:ortr..:nt contri1,ution to the 

sut:ln1y O!l +hr- rur.ic11t of +he lll:'c1rp~rou-rr~ to th~ \bor1l?'il'les 
- ~ (130) .. 

Cor-:nittee. His is rlso +.1,e only m.oRei"r. !lttc!'lpt to 
(1~1 ) 

offrr ru1 exp~:--r"tion of the S+ockcnstrom tteni."""'l~~. u 

(l~?) Squts ; p . 21 . 
I n thr bio "';;''l:phy of ~toc!rcnstrom upon rrJ'l.ic h .Mr . S:n.uts :i.e 
11o~·' mY~acef. , "'e may presnJll!'l,hly looJc for78..!'C. to " clari­
ficntior. of ~o.;ny o'hscuro nnr1 :pcr:ple~in:':'" fe::'t'"r E's of 
S tocJ::er:::.-tr0.~ 1 s c~·reer . 

(1~8 ) lt .U . liacmil1a.T1. : D"'rtu, Boer A.nrl Briton: The 
J.~nkin.r: _of -t·hp South \fric~n. !1!"1tivc l?ro~l!.n . r~ondon . 
1 CJ29 . 1 Henceforth cited as UackillPn: B ,B f' m TI .) 

( 129 ) J .!, .H. Frl't!"CkC 11: Fic>t fi (•tief' s e lewe i n r ie 
Kolonie. :Pretori a . 1949. (Henceforth cited as Fr ~U1c1ren . ) 

0130 ) To ·::'h ich I n.r>J. i.nCl.ehteo for !".ncl: in:for~['.ti on usee! in 
ChD:P II . 

(1:-:iJ.) lfr-tcmil1n.n : B ,B r.:rfl B . pp . 153 ... 155 .t'or trh'1t foJJ.oris. 



l~.~cmillan sh ow·s th<:t t Stockens trom 's twe:nty years ' 

nrcvious service , in virtually un.C h e c.ke o control o:f 

the vast Graafi'-Rei.neii ('. istrict , l !'.rf)e ly e'~19.i.ns his 

l ater [1.:tti tude. Zhon~h in origin a colonial fron tiers-

mc~n , he \iaS b r ow.ht il':l the cou.r~c of' his of fich.l d.utics 

to realise ' i:ncre~1 sinp.1y clearly, th: t Ttth e ir.tcreste 

of Bant1.:; IIotteYltots r..no even BushMen , clia not nl mlys 

get full justice rhero thr.>y cl~:::::hed 1'Titl' those of thei r 

conouc:ror~ , the r·hi te colonists. u lb.cnillnn o:peaY:s , too, 

of "~ sloY:l y d.e".-elol?in,... int.i1'lr~.cy bot ··recn S~:oc"!·enf-ltron f!1Ad 
(13~ ) 

J?hili:p , com..rnenci!~P' L1 tlH~ e 1rly eight ecn- tm·).:rties - ,,ut 

he points ou+ t hut Stock0.nGtro~ was , :ne-rerthelefl s , ne"'.rP.r 

n:n "Evan"'E'l:i.c3.1 l!hila. t i1ro:pist . a 

IJ:acnillan d.enlo briefl~r ·;:;i -ljh the eYidence . He points 

out that it was ·"iv~n ir tho sur~er of 1835 , before ever 

his n '"'w a:?:poiht!nGnt was i:n question . He sur:f?'ests tr'o..t 

Stoc]cP.nstron , ,. ow freed froTJ. the cares of office , c onsc -

ious th3.t he had ... uch valuabl e infornAtion. -~ o off0r , ~11d 

of ficial , nlct himsC'lf r o . n }!n.cmillo.n sums u:p the vvi-

a.o1:1ce as , in the mai:n , a cri t i0r:l reviei·.· of f::- or't ie r 

r:olicy: St0nkeJ'lRtror:J. ' o im:prcnsion that the preyaJer-ce of' 

c::>.ttle-fltealin"" '~fls 1 ar<-ely {lne to the carcless.Y1G8S o'f 

r.inc cflses out of a hnndre0 falls upon the ir..no(>~Yit'! h"ld . 

leo_ l: im to a round cN1de~11ntio:n of the co~::lurd o systei!l . 

A.p:preciati ··,'! tho fact tr." t the F.~ste rn l'rovinc e in 

1835 wns :l'!Ore tha.r usually se11sitive to any ~ort of criti­

cism ~ Un.cmillan a rli te lichtl y ll ismisses the vnrious ma11.i-

Of the inveRti~ntion~ i n to 

(13::' ) On thi:3 point it is po~si1"1e ·to ~fl'ue th.-:t Stoc9.-e:n­
strom ' s relations ,.,i th l.lftil ip ' rcre, i~ f.-,.~t , f::1r more 

. erratic thB..n i s here Sl.JP:{"e~tec1 • See Char . I I for 
discussio11 . 
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the Zeko i:ncid.ent~ he says t'l.~t , q_nlte ch!l,racto:ristically, 

the lenfters in G-rahnmstow:n, ir;norin.'7' Stocl:ens'trom' n ·com-

:p:rehensive criticismr.: of the frontie>J. syBt0.,., an-'! fa.stoni:ne 

on "incic1e.nt~ls," fur~ished Coloncl'!f!.de ':rith ~ffid.Etvits 

prbvi "'1.{"" .Stoci>:;;-r.s "!:ro;n' s "e::rn:;-zerat·ions in the <1 c-to.ils of 

o~e :particular cpdsod.e of :fiYe yenrs back . u 

Macmillan JiOirrto out Stoc1::cnstror: ' s er-bi ttered vievr 

of th c failure o'f his Co:un.issio:n.er-G·ene:rn.l sh ip , ~~rhcn he 

Of his 

(">·PI oint'"':el1t "to the Lieutc·r~nt-Govcrrtorr:bi:p, he Fmys tha t 

"bein.:. a J)rouC! ~R'Yl "ifith n.br:olutc confiaence in his O't'in 

ca:pC:'ci ty as !.'l.TI r-d!"linist:ra tor, he i<ras all too re~:.d.y, t·m en 

consul tsd., to su.p:port Glenelg- irt the viev: tha. t, for the 

con-trol of colonists f'lJJ C! nntiitEHJ, n.:'mex-:- tion o:f terri­
{ 13:0) 

tor;r 1.'! a.s s u:pe rfl u.ou.c:! .. If o :nl~y he c o'!.1lc1. h a V P a i:'re e 

hf.' .. TICl, he -:-;c.S t;CJ'lfic.e:nt 0 f his 0\'V"TT. o..bili ty to "brin~ oro.er 

on'!.; o:r. ch aos; ••• " But StockA.nr: t r om 's hope s ~rcre t1oome0 

to clina:ppoi:ntnel'lt; r~rd hiS chief (l iff'icul tiE'·S t 1io.cmilla n 

a:r:.~~- t he Al'tf'..:.-:::· O":'J!Osj.tion ;· ith which he h a<l to content~ . 

...,J1B. e.s n. resuJ_ t of :·.tdch he ~pert so rrn.1.c h v :· htr>l· le tine 

I r. f:ic:t r- nco1..1.nt , llEtc:-:lill!Ul .Nc.kes four important points : 

];lror.,11Ct cf a r::r n.dUJ)~ d.e1re lo:pme nt over ye ars of :pr'lctica l 

e::q::erience; that his :philr.r..tb.ropist sym:pnthies vrcre of 

lon::· stnJ'ldir:. q' ;· that the "Post sig.d . .ficant ns:pcct of his 

cvid.e1:ce vm,s its cri ticn.l revie>r· of frontier :policy as 

a whole r !J..t her than its rcJ':'ereree to i.!'cifl el':.tals; an'l 

thnt it was {r,iyer 'before his ne17 o:pr:o intl'!lr nt was ever in 

( 133) Uacr1illn..~ hns !?. note to this, s 1..1(:-;lrestirr that 
nstocl'~enstrom g,::-et'fls t.o hn.:ve relieve~ ' not UJ'l\'!rtrrantabl~,r ' 
t:'1at v:hile, ir· ths end , nnne:'tati 011 v.ras Cl esir .... "1le, it 
mi{:;ht , if ~-:pplicd. v:j. thout snch n perioc o:f :vr c:pnration 
as ' trc>aties' woulrl '!':)f'_ke, l ead to OIJ:POS i tio.r.: anr o:pe n 
resistance." See Gh'l,lJ • III for a. d iscussion o f this . 
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question. I 1" fnct~ iriplicit in ~.facmilla:n1 s d.iscussion 

is t~e S11{,.cestion tho. t tho ev1.c1 erce i'r:r1 t~c ap:poi:ntrm:nt 

"t•.rere Y:ot clo8cly intPrrel"'.ted . • 
Y1 

Macnill::m thus :provid.es the most slr,;."lifica!'lt couter-
" 

blast 20 :f•1r to the Th-ea.l school of thought. In the 

nn,turP of thin:!'!'~, however, his c-omments arc mao e ~ri.rtu-

ally i11 :pass in ... , ~:r:;~ -; ·i th li i:tle or. no ref ore :nee to any 

a:u.thori tiC's fo:r h is eonclusions . His sympnthies ar~ 

obviously 7:: ith Stocke11stror.1. 1\nd the rear] er -,it~ht :per-

haps orm-r the conclusion that he i~ merrly rcbuttinr: 

conjcntur0 wit}l ~onjr:'~tUTe . 

l'rof Frr.t.ncJcen provifl es a most r<'fre f-''hinr.: contrast 

to J?rell er . I n e . .r. excellent cha.:pter on Stocko:nstrom'e 

evic1ence "'~.r..r1 principles, he tackles the QUestion of t·.rh'lt 

Stocl:enstrom really <lid. suy about ~:he fro:r.t:i.e r ~;vsteB 
( 1311, ) 

nx:a. th 0 colonists in lR~fi . l'rof'. FrP..ncke:Yl ' s dil.:est of 
(135) 

the evidence on fror.t ic r :policy is the first clear and 

comJ)l etel~- undistorter versi0n of Stocirenstrom ' s state-

ment~ +,o a:p:pP~r il:J South Af.ricm1 historiof,Tn..phy . He 

f'1D1"'EW it (nli tc :pl ain that Stocl··c:nstrom nov:here i!'1 his 

evid.enc0 cono ennecl 4:hc colordsts as fl nholc , t""onp:-h he 

cri t :i.cize-i the front in r syste::>m shar1)ly . Only orcc did 

to ~~11B colonintP , and this rm.s in c onncction \'Ji th the 

Zeko incident. 

:plnnc1erer~n at n.J~ , Fra:ncken :points out, it ''tas ·with 

reference, 11ot to colonists, '~-·ut to l1a.ms of K2f~ir de­

precln.tors - a.l"lc1 one cR:n:not help fPelin.~ tha. t a. 1r...nm7len.{";c 

of t~.is fnct 't·rou.l\."1 h':tV8 s:prtJ'ed. lrelle r nuch hcn.rtlJU.ITliJ\'!. 

(134) 
(1'?..1'\) 

'C,./' (._' 

Frn:rcJ.:er: C'~-1'"!:p . XXV . 
IbHL. :pp . 367 - 37~·> . 

p:p . 365 - :385 . nassim. 
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It was , s~.;rs Francken , the distorteii version of \'!rnt 

Stoclr~"'nstrom h!J.d sn.i a of the col onists i11 evid.encc , 

coupled viith his association 1:Jith Glcnelf"' ' S frontie:':" · 

policy n..nd the id.enti :ficn.t ion of his vie\'TS rTi th those of 

t11c l':!e.o;ronhiles , thn.t p:G.ve ri~e to ,.~he viol ent O"''Position 
. - ,· (1361-

vhich hf' expe:riencr:d as Ltcuten~.nt-Goverr10r. It Y!tlS 

nntu.r '1 , accord. illp; t o Franclt"C n , for the colonial -pubJ ic , 

dul;; enli . .-ht(:lne0 by ·he anti- l'hiliiJ -::-r e::-co , to re:.:.C! int o 

Stockcnf'1trom ' s eviderce the sr-u!le s:piri t that t.ney found 

in Glenele ' s t'leSJHltch of ?6 Decnmber lR::15 , "'!.l.t'l to l:eliove 

Stockenstro~ the ~hie:f exponent of th~t conc~ption. And 

so , ··here Stoc~~enstrom h<:?.c1 , in f':l.ct , onl~" co:rclemr:.ec. , in 

connection \7ith the rcprisnl syster.! t the o eb<J.sed individ -

unls vrho sou.,..ht personal r-ain from 'lil.ts abuse , it ··-rn.s oasi-

1y believed. thn.t he h:tlcl cha:r,,.,.ed the frontiC'rFlnen in r.ene~ 

consir1 ered +rr. t t:~e~r h':tct oY'J.Jr t.bems0l vcr- to 1;han1>:: for 
(137) 

the d.isasterS 'Phich hatl refRllen then . 

In so f::ll' as this E>Xplains t.hr ntti t11.c1 e of the fr o:r.tier s ­

men , w.d more pflrticularly 1·he :Boers , d.u:r irlt" StocTrenstrom' s 

Lieute.r.n..'I'Jt- Govcrnorship, Fr~..Y'cken is U11(1oubten.ly correct . 

It "'lir.ht- l'e c ontenCl.ec , hm.•.rever , t.h'l t t hiP iR , to a cert::tin 

extent , to over- sii!rplify t he IJOSi t ·~ on 'l.J"'~, -r;o burke thf' 

i~r.ue of t11e allegr ... tio:ns r~ninst Stocke.nstron . E'or 

Francken a.oes not a.fforcl. r-n explanP..tion for the \'Ira +h 

Vlhich flameCl in Al ba.r:y befo:re ever either Glcmel.c·· ' s 

policy ~d his Dece~ber ocSIJ~tch , o:r the a ppointMent of 

Stoc:tcnstrom as· Licn.te:nant- C'I'QvPr.nor, l:lec!"ne J-:-.novm.. It 

is , in :ruct, not tiUite clc"r fro""l Franc1:ceY? 1 s c1,~:ptcr 

thn.t i;here rras su~h exci ternt"'nt over Sto0'!.rem~trom ' s evi-

de nee before his 'l:ppointr:ent wa s O..!ll'101ll1C('f . 

( 13(, ) 
(137) 

I bid .. 
Ibi d. 

P • 3l15 .. 
·:pp . 3G6 - 367 • 

He !"'el"l.tions 



the Gra...'l-J.')nstown I'ublic meetinr- of ~3 January 1836 [l.nd 

its demand for n com~ission of inauiry , but onits ~ny 

specific re~erence +o Stockenstrom. Ana th0 rn~erenc~s 

to the Journal and its criticisM of Stocken~trom, a~d 

to other evidence 0f the st~te o-r pn1:J ic opi:nio:n , a rc ~.ll 
( 13R) 

f!'om after 28 Apr ll l!i3r, . 

Fra.ncken is of the ·opinion that there c~ l"e no 

doubt nt all ~bout the close cm1~ection betwee~ ~tocken-

stro'"'l. ' s evid e:nc0 , in '"·hich his mature e~~pe::ti e:r:ce as 

frortier of'ficic.l \'IPS rcvenlecl, nna his a];)poi:rtl"lent t:'.s 

Lieuten~.nt-Governor lyr- Glenel.c;. The evio.el'lce nust l:.~_Ye 

been the decidi..,.,... i'<'1.~tor in the cre'1tion o:f th~"' neTI 
(139 ) 

rosition Pnd his n."'~"'.r,oint'!ent t o it . 

further that it is nso r:oed. 9.8 seker" that Stoclre.nstrOOt's 

evidence , " af9es ien V8-YJ. e.roer p:etu.ier.isse'r 
1 

contri'b,lteC! 
\140 ) 

much to Glenele ' ~ de~patch o~ Dece~rer 18~5 . But it is 

diffic11~t to d.ecid.e pr0"iSP-1""' w1-.at Frw.c1cel" ' s view is of 

the c ornectioY1 betwe0!l S-t:':lckenstrom 's o:pi.rdon of' colonial 

frorticr histo~r nna that of Glenel~ . Frt'l rcker , n f course , 

throughout emphasizes the comp~ratively ~o~erate views 

St ocke.1strorn aet,Jall~r ex-ores ~et1 1:-efore 1ihe Comi'li ttee, n.s 

contra ..... ted with thc rener~1 ir.tpressto:n of t.hem prcvf'l.iling 

ir thf> colo.ny, nna. t•rith the iM.:pression created. l'Y Glel1e lg' s 

remark i.n the> Dcce!"lbor c1 es:p~tch . But, quo~·in."" ~. n.,ssar"e 
-· ( 141) 

f'ron Stockens trorn ' a reply to tJ'l e Gr.,.aff-Hei.r.et rddress, 

( 138 ) I bid. . pp . 37:.:1 - 377 . In cormection vi tl, this, 
Fra.nck•n has one> curious ~i.nor ir.accul.'~C~" . Recortrtint~ 
( p . 377 ) Godlol".tor 's s:veech i!l tl->P PnbJ ic TtJ.e~"t i 1" •" on r. 
Septe~ber 1836, he Rays th~t God.lonton corrA~tly nsserten 
that StockE7nstrom repented.ly r~ferref! to thP- evils of 
thC' com':l::tr.cto ~r.cl ·reprisal syp.tem, ~rd nhy vrn. of die 

b e-wus t- ~ passasies nie miskic.r: slso!' o-p die ·Holla:r'dse 
Boere en nie op die 'Settlers 1 nfe . n By sto,~pin.~ there , 
Framl\en gives the impr~"SSion. that God.lonton su:r;f'~Sted 
tha+, this was the ca~e . In fact , he wen+. on to point 
out firmly thrtt them could be .110 doubt that Stocl"'ell..strro 
did intend his renarks to nppl·- also to settlers . 
See GTJ 8 . 9 . ::16. 

( 1~9) Ibi d . ] • 365 . 
( 140 ) Ibid . :p . 366. 
(141 ) Poid . p . 379 . FT'll"'ch~n'n trru:~ lr-.tion is: "El.: 

het verskcie y~ huJ.le ( ou Gr!)aff- H.einetse boerc) p:ekcn 
wn.t ,.etreu.r en ~erweeldnne het oor c1 ie t onele wn.t voor 
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he comments that here Stocke:nstrom was "wn.n.rskynlik on­

bevms d.aarve.'~" clat hy indirek a ie stelling van sy voor, 

r.ora Glen.elr, beaam en korin.f" ·laD..i o:p a ie meul van sy 

teenstn..r.rlers." Francke n goes o:n to say that., in Sto cken-

strom ' s despatchMl n.s LieutE>nant-Governor there q_re re-

:pente(lly :passar:es such a~ this one, i hich J.e nl i;hem8el ves 

to the interpretation rut u:po;n his ev:i.clence by t~ e men of' 

Albany - na"lely, that all bl sme rested Y.1 th the frontiers-

men in. f:eneral . A :part f'r om tho fact that it is 2 moot 

point \'!hether 1;b.e pa:::matcse cmotea ( sf'e foot.rote 141) 

v.rholly beurs tha t interpret~tion, is Fra:rulcen av1a.re to 

t.i!u.t extent it does represert n.n opir.ioJ:'! S toc:~enntrorJ. 
( 14~) 

had lonr, held ro?.t1 expresf.'ed? 

Sto~kenstror.1 ' s evidence, FrarJcken A.dCis t'Pat it is ouite 

ttYJderstana_ .... ~ble tl-Jat, unoer these circnr:l8t~J,n~"s, St ocke:n-

st:rom shouli1 have dis])lnye ·~ su.ch bitter viruleTJce townrds 

his o:p:ponents ... "disa.ff'gcted, insidious men"; "n. set of 
( 143) 

miscrear1ts" s..nC! so :forth. Ana. '1-J.e c onsiCI.era tha t t'Pc tore 

of tb c AP any afl.d.ress - as contras'i~ea \7 i t¥} tha t from 

Graa:ff-Hei::11et, for instnnce - .1usti:fiecl Stocker,strom' s 

attituoe t0\'' ?..rc1s it - upon trJ:ich point, of course, Sir 

George Cory ber:s to d.iffe:r . 

Fr.-~.mken 's ac~ount d.oes -r..rer:t ~eat S~"rvicr. in clcnr-

in:~ t.:r.e air i Jl rcr-ard to Stoc1-':'enstrom ' s evidenc0., i'1orn 

hulle oe aff"eS:peel i.S in die d ae van. huJ.J.e jeu.n.- • -
Il'ulle het nie om t ydelik iJ~ <lie guns te k om sulke 
toflele verf;oeli:k: en veril.cdiP." Y'ie . 'Ek het r.ulle met 
a fkeer e11. afskrik s ien \•rys op die dr.lde va.r bloer1 , o:r.re,,.,. 
en 1Jed.1·o~[l: , '\'Jaurc1eur die enkele verry .. k is, terw~.rl 
hUlle !'le t d.ie g-..cotc hoop vre~gelleeJl is va :r. htdle hn.ise 
tot ' n a:fst2..nd va n ho:nderde var myle tot hul eie onder­
eang in a.ie V~n die l~rtd te11e inde (1. ie eu.we JJ-' o!!Oea te 
maak rmt v~roorss.~ is c1enr a. ie r eaksie tPer su1ts: 
bar'haarshed.e.n J.hc ita lics 'l!'e Frareken ' s. The 
~uoto.tj on is fro"'l the repl~~ to the Gr!=!.aff-H e jret 
address 3 .10 . ;'l,G , :publishec in GTJ 27.10.~6 . . 

(14~ ) See 1 s:t.er di~eussion of the evir1ence ir.. Ch{'.J? . III 
in co:nnectio11 rrith this point. 

( 143 ) Frn:rcken: :p . 378 for +his 8.l"!d. next :point . 
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SJ)ecifically that concerned '''ith the :EroJ'ltiP.r s~rsterl! . 

But he, too , l 0n.ve P n mlJTI.ber of T•roblems connected. ··.1 th 

the J)eriod st. ill 1.mt ou~hed .• 

J:o one has s-qbj ected +!le whole V~"Xed ouest ion of the 

evidence t o critical exaninat iol':' .• It ha~ :not been provm 

to Wh'lt extent , if n.ry , Stocv.:flnstrom c antradictcR his 

for.:.1e r statemc nts ann. polici~s. The n!\ ture of his 

r;:-l~.t ions ui th the :philanthropist rrour il1 Lopcl on is still 

not clear .. The charre t'-lat he dcliberntely J!l~yca to 

the J.;xetcr H"' ll gallP.r y ."'.rr. as an 2mbitious o..r:d unscrupu­

lous :place-soc1ccr hm1 1) Gfl!'! neither :pr ovec1 nor ro·rutrd . 

If, n.s Fr.ancken sbor.rs , h iR evidence nn.s '"~ore mo0.era te 

t h'1n t'ras .o-ener~lly su:p:po~ea, how ::tccount f or +J1e "er:er!ies" 

which it mn.de ? Did Stoc.,>:enstrom reaJ.ly consent to pro­

mote a :policy disastrous to his c ountr~~en , ard directly 

oppose a to ~J. l he ho..n prrviousl~r afhrocfl.te.CI., s im.pl Y ii1 

or? er to bee omo Lieuten~nt-Gove rnor? T}-1 f'SE' <J.nn other 

:pro"blems the his+6ri!'\ns hrrvo not fin'lll y solvf'd :for u.s . 

And so i·r.e l:occ>y of 1835 sttll lineers: nc ither 

·wholly acccptc~, nor yet wholl y exorcisP.r . Can the 

true fa,...ts now be estnrlif!hed '? It is the task of this 

t}1csi s t o a.ttem:pt , 3.t art)r r ate , a fuJ ler clarific~ tio:n 

of the :positiol:! . 
___ o __ _ 
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On 7 March 18~3, lmdries Stoc1:e11strom left the Cape 

Colony :r.o r Englroicl, fillea , as he rJTot e s <Y"!e twenty-

feelings, fllld n thoro1).f::h ( f)·tempt :for the whole system of' 

colonial acl_mi:nistrA.tion . " The three yonrs Y!hich he 

spent out of' tho C<J.:pe P..t this time h'lVe coloured. the 

recolle~tion of' his c~reer nore than a ll the thirty - odd 

years he Spo:nt in tho no·tive ~ervice of his r; OUl"'try • 

In view of the alleea,tions l..'Thich surround this :period., 

it is necessary to do some clearirv" of' the {"::'OU.-I'J.d , and 

to exa"':'li:r:e .~.he circ1:mstances in which S+ocJcer..strom' s 

evid.ence w~s given . 

W .u. J.!ac~iJ.lfln, i.n his Bm tu, Boer and Briton, has 

made ~1. very thorough study of the orif,ins of the s o-

cn.lled nAtorit-:ines Co!'1I!littee.," nra there is no ree0 

to r·o OV('r th-at l'TOlU1d in aey d.E'lt;ail .. Whqt concerns us 

is StocJcen,trom' s connection vri th that C o~mi ttee , his 

rel~.tio:ns Y.rith its initiators~ and his attitude tmnmis it. 

To recapitulate briefly: it wns a.lle{~f"{1, by those 

to rr11on StoeP:c.n!'·trom was .rot persona f.J'&ts , that he wel'!t 

to E:nr,land., :fill cd. ·with char-riY~ st the lirli ted :powers 

hP. h afl foiDlcl himsolf able to exercise ns GonMiRS ioner-

Gel1eral, and a.ete~i:r ed. to fi:r.d for himself t1 J?OSi t ion 

of hi:""h o·f'fice in t7hich. he could wield. the :povrer he 

des i't'Nl . With this enc1 in vierr, ant' 'l.tmre of t:te J?O't'IIC'r-

ful influe.l:1CC o:f' E:;~ete:r Hall i!l the British P2X'limaent , 

Stoc]{enstror'J. a.eliberately c :u l ti vnted i~he acqunintn.nce of 

.Buxton p_n1 the philarthro:pic c i.rcle in Lon0.0!,. I11 ord.er 

to iJ:'I..grati~t.e himself "t~'ith them , he matte statenonts and. 

expressed opinions t bottl. i~" VJTitte:r:. 0 OCUM.e:nts 11.110. in f>is 

The Honourable 
{He IJcef orth 
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evidence before Buxto!'l. t s .iboric:ines Co!!II:littee ,. -rrhich 

Ylere not only inteflcted to su.p ..... ort tho philanthropist 

viev: of frontier :policy , but 'lC're fl, flat c antr~dict ion 

of his ~revious statements, policies ~~d ~rinciples . 

n orf'OVel", Stockenstron took pains to rc:pre~ent himself 
( ~ ) 

e.s "thP very Beau Ideal n of' an. ad.rnini Mtr~tor . And., in 

order to c onsUP!mate his ambition. , profe~C'Iet=' h.im~ 0~'f t1'te 

9.'1 VOC ate of n. J'OlinY d_irunetric'=llly o~:pos ed iJ'l !)Tine i:ple 

t o an~thil!."7 rr!1ich he had J.>T0Viously advocated. • And all 

this from a ma:n 1-::no~:·n to have h~en the fri end of the 
( 3) 

fro~tier colorists, their arrvoc~te a~ainst calumniators, 

j>or yen.rs the beloveo L3nddrost of G·ra~ff-heinet , a capable 

adnir.istr ator ~d a :popular choice for the Commissioner-

Generalship of 1:ho Eqstern Districts . It is ~n unpleas~ 

'1-!lt :picture . To whn. t extent is 1 t a ~ust one? 

Stoc'ke11Ptror.: ~ertai:-1ly 1 eft t~e Cape i.n f?. moor.. of 

bi ttcr a. isn.:ppotntnent n.n1 :f:rustre.tio:n . F:r l,. • t f o~ -~s pm.n o . 

vi ·,., , e.n office ·1hich hR.d aut''l.U'cn -rrcll -ror thf> culmino.t ion 

of ~ c~r~er of usefu~ servia~ had prov00 in +he end a 
( 4 ) 

sinecure .. He "Ta8 t; O!J'17ince·- , .rror<?over , th~t the cruse af 

this '~'!'a'? t,hc r...i&tnt<?rpretation o:f tho Col'1I!lissioner­

<..:-,...nernlship by the CA.lonio.l nutl1ori ties, rntc0r than 'lny 
( 5 ) 

inherent flaws :tn the tcms of the off'ice itself. 

( 2) Godlonton. 's expression . GTJ :?.8 . 4 . 3F, . 
( 3 ) .ln:1Cl. , ~~heal i?nplies, ucain their :f'ri f>nd nrld 

sup~orter after 1838 . ,..,1.,~nl II, 13R . Vide supra,:r 1':1 • 
( 4) See l.,itnun, passim. The r!le':l.surc of its i11effecthe-

:ne~s is, perhaps, the fnct t"ln. t ~cnrcely any"•f!cre jn 
the ~.of 1831 to 18~3 i~ t~cre n referer~e to the 
Co:1:aissioi"(")r- Gcr:era1 , ' et, ii.urin.-: those yoarf', its 
colu.rnns 17f're pleai! i~ -"'", VP ~! o 'ter , for precis ely the 
thP t.h :i.l'I"'"S for '"Jh ich Stoc1('enstrom. stoo~ • See Chan . I • 
Footnote ( 4 ) a!ld. discussiof" . -

( 5 ) See Stoc1r:<'nstro"'1.'s evit'lence o:n. f'f) :;;-cbruary 1R3f.., 
:t'assim . Q. 1946 - 2.095. A, C , mLnutes :p:p . 219 ff. . 
Hence his rer·w.r1~ o_uoted (1} su:nra, OJ'ld others of e. 
sinilar nu+tiTe in l 0tters, etc. 
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liis later D.ssertions to th0 contrary l1otwithstancU.l1t'' • 

ho~0ver , it doeR not seem thnt , nt first , Stockenstrom 
( 6 ) 

contamplated a permaner.t absencP . So far Nas he from 

wind in~ u:p l1is affairs at the Cape thn t he l ater esti­

m~+,e~ t~r.t it woulr1 tflkc: him 1.t least three months to 
( 7) 

do so , shoulrl he d.ecjfle to re-r.~.n.i:n in S-rreden . · Anc1 , 

hi ttcr thou:~h he tras on the subject of thr-o Co:'l!!lissione:r.­

Gencr'""lship , Stoc1~e11Strom had evic1 en.tl~ not -.·rholly rr.e.de 

u~ his ~ird to rcsi~n . Fo:r. he acted 11:pon tl1e ~.(1vice of 

fl.n old friend,. the E.'l.rl of Caledo,, •,·rho called soon after 

hiR arrival in Landor , th!lt he sh:nu~ "not 11.ct rashly , " 

but ns,;:: f'or a...11 extension of lc..t1.ve of ab~ence to hf'.Ve tine 
(8) 

to c onoid.er . · CaJ..eao:n , \"fl':o h~~ 1mor.r:n Stock cnstron for 

U"lny years , n.nl ~-;ho P.lso l"::nevr tl--~t he ~toed ~::ell 0..t the 

too sensitive a~o to cxa~~ernte or eve~ i~n~ i~e slit~ts 

that were :not intcrel ed . He rr~s therefore anxious th .f\t 

Stoc.,,.~mstrom 's im:petu.o6i t ~ should not lof'n t.'he fr nl'1t.ir>r 
(<)) 

r- ~o oa. ran • Irdeed , 'lt the re~in.niJ1 :.,. of' 1834 he r.rrote 

to t.hc Golorinl Office quite explicitly that 'he ha<l 

!leterminetl frora the beei:n:niTI{'; to g o 1J ook wh.enevnr tre 

:<::over.rw-wnt shoul{l. hl1:ve it in its :povu~r to :pl!".ce him in 
( 10) 

a :position in n~ich he could be efficier1tly enplo:recl. 

:But there Wf.l,r; retre:nc}l..m.ent as· ""ell O.S refO!!!l in the·· a!r,. 

nnd. li ttlo L9pe in 1833 of flnch n reor.";anizntion as 

[;tockenstro!'l ho:ped. for. The office of Co?ll!lin~ io11er-

( G) Godlo:nto.11 (Ca~f-' of the Colonists r. 2~) r.:r..JIS it was 
understood thr\ t Stocl-f'nstron' s i:ntentio:n y.rf'. ... .!'lot to 
retnrn to the Cnlor"tr . 

( 7) I.n a letter~ te~ 31 .. 8 . ?15. -\u.to. II, ?4 . 
( 8) Auto . I , · 427. 
( g) See S+,ockenstro!'!'r.: a~count in Auto. I,--"l-?9 - 431. 
{10) Stoc1':::E'nstro6 to Colonj~tl Secretary. 16.1 . ~4, . 

~ .c . minutPs p . 99 . 



General had, ct'ter n. ll, been createA l'0cau.se the 

Colonio~ Office ~~s n ot prepare~ ~or the expense of the 

Lieutenant-Governorship of the Eastern Districts proposed 

1-~; t}.-1 e Co:-minsio11rrs of InQ.uiry . 

On 6 July 1833, Stoc'hmstro·~~ left f or the continffi"t 

v:ri th his \'life r.nr"' 't r..by . Durin.~ the four Months '.':hich 

h<'! s:pc:1t trmrellinr; in Holle:nd , Germ~ny, Swi tzerlanii. and. 

F">-['..11CP , he fotmd tiMe for volu.'llir..ous corresTiona.ence P ith 
(11) . 

h i s frinnds . From the tone of· some of these letters , 

it is evident thnt Stoo:':enstron ' s r esentment at his treat-

ne:Jt rJ:ld. his r.nimus ~eainst the C'l:pP. authorities, were 

bJ' no ~eans softe11ed. by fuf' :pr1ss"tge o f tir-1e . lie retur11ed 

to London il1 October 1833 , still s eethinR." \'Ti th ind.ign'1.tion . 

On 20 October 18~3 ,d.es:pitr CP...lc?!on ' s disn:n:proval , 

Stocl~enstron wrote to tl:e Colol'1inl Secrf"tnry , to the ef­

fect thE.t he v.·o'llC' return to the Cape as ComrJ.issiol1er:-

C(>neral only :if s+cps \':ere t~~e.:n to remer the of-rice 
( 12) 

V!rich he rel d. effpc~:ive . By 23 !:ovenber 11E~ han qtill 

heard r:o~t.in~ fron the Colo.rial Offi<!e .. Iris n~i tnted 

st<'l.te of :-ti Y~~ is '1.;'"'J?ai'~.!"t from a lett(>r \7ritter on thnt 
( 1:? ) 

nay , in ,·}1i<'': 1-:0 a irs hi~ feelint:-s en the su"bjoct of 

.be ir..e ke~t uai ti113 GO long to he~r ''.rhether "treir , 

( ( i . o . eover.l:'li:le:t-:t ' s )) orrn orC'~ers, with rcf"re:nce t o the 

dutiPs of the Connissione~Ge:neral shall l)e c OT"1IJlied 

;·:i tl:., or 1.--hethe r thn.t Pi tn[l.tion sh'1.ll be a ~inecurc / 1 

A:part fro;'l tl-J.o a.n"!'cr v.rrich he felt ··tt what he :re,g:u-o.ed 

:.s a. ::;olir~ht , it is evinent tl-)o.t S.tockcnstron , l"evinr n 

't'Iif'e ~.Ji! chilo. +o su:p:port, vmq co:ncer.rcr. nlso nbout his 

fi:nn11cinl :position . Tie ha~1 r0fw~ect to holr. his office 

'tl.rd.er the existinr- cona i tions - 1':.lt: , if t~ey were 11 ot to 

( 11 ) 
( lP ) 

II, 
( 1 3 ) 

Auto. I, 
Referred. 

18 . 
I cin • 

4P.8 . ITuttor h~c:: ext:ractq iYl An to . I I, 1 ff. 
to in a lette :r uri t'tcr: 23 .11 . ~3 . Au.to 
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'be rei!ledied , some other pl ::t:n would have to be made , 

. nra he m1R anxious +o knoTr how he stood. 

By 26 Nov,.,mbcr ,. Stock""nstrom cou1d 1'-es.r t.he sus-

po.nsc no lon'""cr, ('11( cD.ll ed at the Colo~l i '11 Offj.ce in 

. S2:ll'Ch of i:n'for!:'lnt~o:r. . I:n r:.n i~tervie-;7 \'r ith Kay ((Tiny?) ) 

he satisfic<1 him~ol:f tr~t the- situation of Co:m1iss i one r -

Go.nernl v1~s to 1~ o a.bolisheif com:ple tel~- ~ ~fl t"'t0 colordcl 

on. th.~ bn.P. i s which Stoc,-:crQtro-rn c ons id.ered es~cntial for 
( 11!.) 

its effici ency . T1:.e t"lcti"'Jl llay has+.erefl to arsure 

StocJ~enstroi!l that this \ 'as 1he o.:ly r~"'r>s or. f o r h is ex-

ertions rot h~tvil'lp. bf'en acre :fully called. · into 1.ction. 

"Di S;'li:.:Js from you:r· "'lil:d. ," Stockenstrom quotes 1:im as 

s~yinr7, "evPry suspicion ~f any u.n.favourn.l"lle impression , 

'·i th r eferc11cc to yoursol:f , c:dstin"' in this 1 e:p!l.rtme!lt . " 

Stockenst:t·on hi!;!.:-, elf e"~io entl y su..,.~·e~tcd. tJ1"' t ~-e shoultl 

l·e a llm·:ed to r~"'tirc until the Gove r.rT"lent 110U1 ;~ ~ive h i m 

"P.l1 ar- oint!!le:nt eC'nivr:>lent t o that -·;'7!ich I h~.ve h!3.c1 ~d. 
(15 ) 

in r·"hic!l I CP ~ he offio!ent . n Hey i:nPistccl of hn t ~e 

rmst have r>. rcti.re~e 11t a llor!ancf' . Ana he c onf'irned t '!-tat 

Stoc}{enstror'l 't'rouJJ! re cn.ll ed upon to servo the ~o,rP. rnnen t 

~~r:tir: should n. proper OTJ)Ortu:nity offe r, ~~s,!t"~ll'f." hjm 

tl:at "l did. not exactl~r hear ·:x . Stt=>..n.ley say so, r'J t I 

J:now it is his r.rish, '1.ncl I an sure it is Mire , to employ 

~-ose of \''hnm rre hmr~ s1.1c h f':'vourn.blo accounts ; ard , 

inCi.r·ed , \7e are ohliged :from e co:r.omy to clo ~=~o . I f' you 

le~vA Engl :Ilc1 , thcre~orc , you must let u.s 2::no1·.r ··.n ere ~ron 

tt 
f'..I'C • 

(14 ) Stoc1wnstrorJ. f"i'~·es the interviet<l Mcr~"'~ -or-less 
verbatim_ i .YI n let t er of :?.f- .11.'.~::; . \uto . II , 20. 
This, i.ncic' ertnlly , sr-e 1S to confilTl th~ fn.ct th~l t 
S tocker.strom was \'Il'OIJ.f. ir- hiG intP. rpre ta tion of 11 is 
irstructionf' . Cl 0s.rl~r t'-' P Colo!'!ial 0 ''ficc co...,siflcrecl 
a d.r~stic ~1d e~e:s1ve reorr.arization o~ the office 
necessary to ~eet Stockenstrom ' s interpretation a~~ 
:not nerel y insistenc"' o.l'l a :proyer interprntati()n l~y 
th~ colonial authoritier . 

(k5 ) ~. ~ - 21. 
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Stockenstrom'~ immense relief is obvious fro~ the 

tone of the letter - l,ot ~t the :pros:pect t'Y)at J1e 1'Jould. 

be apain er.rployea ~o 1!luch as •·ecause "my co~uct sta...l'lds 

nninpenchecl . " Evide11tl7~ , honestly co:nsciAn.tious soul 

that he vns , u.nderly.i:ng his other reG.sons f or agitation 

~t the (lelay in the Coloninl Office ' s aecision \7n.s an 

n.J"Xif'ty 1 est f'au.l t shoulfl h~.ve l:een founfi. ;·.' ith his 0\.~ 

execution of his ctnties . 

a:r.>. inQlliry to t a.ko plrlce ns n re~m.lt of ~1 is re:pr('sentat ­
(16) 

ions to the Colorial Offic<=' . 

Ar1fl so, Stocko.rstrom i'Trote, «I ~...m fairly ouit of the 

Colony 'for a lon,~ time D.t l0ap,t . " At the erc1 of tha t 

:-ovember rreek, eac~er to rcjoir his f~r:!ily, he sailed for 

Ostcnd. . 

Put thn.t St . .,cJ:er.~trom , throu.p,hout this :period '> was 

ren.dy , -:n Cl. oven r>..:ttxious , -1-;o holcl office again e,t the 

Cape , provideft it wcr e in a ~~tisfactory co.paci t~~ , i s 

abu.:nd.tn~!tly ~lear . f'or d iC! he lc:.-.ve the Col0n.i~.l 0 ffice 

in W"Y d.ourd· o.f' it . On 11 Dece17J.'her 1833 nl'lii 7 J anur>ry 

18:?4, he reeei ve~ letters i:nfo rr.lirP' hii'l. officially 0f the 

nboli tion of h:ts o:f'fieo ~rr1 the :peJ1sj.o.n \'rhich l-1£~/! r een 

e;r antca to him , wr~ offcril'l~ him a seat o~ the nenly-

c o11..sti tutor: Lerisln.tive Council at the C a:pe vJhen he should 
(17) - (18) 

ret:1r!J . Re:plyinr;, StoeJ~enst:ro!:'l expressed P;ratifien.t:ion 

at this nco.rrvincin~'. proof of the absence of f'.ll C'toPbt 

of my active ~;nd conscim:tious discharge of MY clnty, rr 

anct professen hi8 ,:tillin{Sl1ess t o s orve on t.h0 Counc 11 . 

( 16) Il)id • .P . 21 - ~2 . nwhy, in the name of {';ooc. nature, 
coul'~ rot they c Oll1D1Ulic .~.te +n.eir C! ec is ions nt once, 
since there is to l e no i.nq_uiry n..na evcrythi!lr; iR to 
be rn.dctJ.;; l->nslied u:p?rr - t.h A lni~ter e"'~-pression sur~gest­
inp; ho··r ::::tr0f1r'd: .. he still felt o:n the su1

• ject of the 
atti tn<' e of thc:- colo!linl l=l.uthori ties . 

(17 ) S0e r eferen(>.eS in Stoc"k(.lrstro'!l ' s rf!n11_r , lfl .l . ~~' . 
A .C . r1i.rrt1tes. pp . 98 - 99 . ·- .. 

( 18) lbid . • 
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He o.do ed.: '' .As to the q_uestion of my return to the Ga_pe , 

I have respectfull~r to ors~rve, that I consid.er it an 

l'r1sh nnd -l.·he hci.r;ht of my n..--nbi tion, to '"~Veil m.ysclf' of 

c0.ntinue as lol'lt:' !lS I a~:1 a1"~1c to devote rn.y exertions to 

A series of hints cul~inate~ in the ho~e that, 

est or :pat:roraf"'e in the 001mtr~,. , YJo.ne 'hu.t su.perior cl!"'.im.s 

1'!ill h:- ollovreB. to ~upersed.e hj_s , ::111d "that those Ylative 

u.lty to the :public s0rvico of their com:try ~-.'il_l not see 

paralyzed., i;·' f'ifld.i:n f" :porrcrfnl inflne nee if'di~:pe!lS':'.:r,le 
. (19 ) 

t . .l.' t . 11 . 
0 S1lCCf:SS :tn t,na, EH~I'\T:tC€' • 

Stockr•wtron !'lot conti~ .. u.erl +o 'e ee>"'cr for a :post . He 

ha.ct a family to S1~f.Yport - l~y t!"l e cnf!. of' 1 n35 there vm.s 

a second chilf!. He hao pro'bubl:· s:pGnt n co:nsicler~rle 

sn"!l of ::"'oney on his extensive trn;vels in J!:u:r.o:pe. And his 

inc "P.le nt t:hc e:nfl of 18~3 n:rop:pecl from. £800 :p . a. to 
(?.0) 

£300 J? . a .. , the ar!01U"t. of "'t:l.~ r r·tiri:rr :pensioT- . 

(19 ) This t'Ias a sho1; , -per:nn;ps., ~t t.l'le ~omorset influ.­
en~e about which Stoc~eY.lstrom vm.xe-~ so 1}i tter in the 
.JI.utor.iot'!.Tr·phy. See e · f! • his account of a conversation 
Hith CaleClon. Auto . I., 4?.9 . 

{ 20 ) .Auto , I, 4~ Stocke !\.strom lcnet.r that the Cape 
trcan.rr;y coulC! ill afford. :pensions at that ti"!l.e - he 
w:rote in l.ovc!3rer 1833: "T11e;r nre- bolf! fellows if' they 
f'l.fLcl to the pensj_o:n list just no1.": , I tl-JinV.: ." ( .Au.t0 . II, 
21.) But }1e accented th0 r::>.notmt sonevhat e nn.sticall"r : 
" T!1e a!"lourt of ttte retire0 a1lov:a.Ylce ••• I consicter (un­
c o:rtrasted wj.th others) extrenely sn.tisfactor:r ~nd. am 
ee:r:·tni:n thn.t it ':·ill ·be hailed h;r the Caue Colo11ists 
as a r~o8t consolBtory proof, th?.t TJhilf.!t 1JJ:'1fort1mately 
t~1ey arc still fte!"a:rrcd :rro:m all nurtici-p-:tio11 in the 
m::m~~"oment of their public uffa.irs , you ,"- to rThosc 
a.cknorrleclD"eil wiso.om ~~he~r must trust, nre so ''!ell aware 
of the de:pre"":ser1 st8.te of the nolo:r.:i.al finances, rrnd of 
t!1e abso111te ,.. C'ePRSi ty of rer~uci.n.:- the expo.Yld.i ture to 
the lovrent -poRr-.db lr:' stnrd~rd . • n See GodloYl.ton ' s 
co~n~r-t . Chnp . I. Footnote ( 71 ). 
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Nevertheless, hl" 'tiTns, :not n.nnaturally, not prepnred 

to accept a position lower t han thl;!.t to Yrhich he had. 

a lresrly attained , or one equally unsuita~le for the 

exercise o :f his abilities .• He had already , dnr~ his 

CoT!'x:tissione:r.-Ge oor a lship, tn.rned d.orrn Sir Lowry Cole's 

vnriou..s uell- T'leaP.t 1)ut sor:Ierrhat 1U'li:ntelli:~ent su.t•"."et:rt­... ( 81) , ,.., 

ions as to U8f'f'U~ posi ttons J1e Mit"!~t fill . Anrt i n 

183-1. h e rPfusc>c1 the suG~estion of hi A frierd.s thR t he 

shou1<1. '-l.IJJ?l Y -ror Stoll's vacflnt posi tiol1 - . '!;hat o f La.ncl­
( ?~ ) 

drost of' the C~_pe f istrict f.l.:rd. Rocei ver-GA!leral. 

S h .r.> tr 1 r o muc . , .r or +he -m.o "'le Yt , :for that ee nt er!lan s a rdent 

strom ' s ''co11us:lont? t·•ith Euxton n.nf!. his circle? 
) 

Quite s'··o:rt l y after l:nili:p 's arriv?.l in South Afric a , 

Stockenstrot'l had rer.lized thu t there wer e :poi11ts u:po:r 1"hich 

he ano. the ev "me0l :i.cr.J. 'Philanthropist could r.1eet on coMmon 
( 23 ) - . 

erotmd. . I n. S}.)oaJdl,t" of P...l'l inti'M'"'CY uhich slo¥rly de-

veloped 1:tet;·rcen than . hov;rever , 1\acmillan tenis to slur 

ove:r.· f:he sor~evho.t 0r:r.t:~.t;ie ~ourse y•h.ich their reJ.r-tions 

nct11nll y f ollo·:·ed . For • in. "'latters t:here re d. ii:':f'ored 

:f'rorn Phi1i·n , St.ockenstrorn nev8r hesi t3.tea. to ClX:pre8 s him-

self wi th vi'"·our - nor , f or tl,at 'nQtter, did. :Philip fail 
( ~4 ) 

to res:poncL t:ith equal vi,c:;our . Nevertheless, Dr . :Philip 

l earnt t o r ~s:p ect tho ste rlin,~ ~,mli ties o:f tlte frontiers-

( 21 ) See for exam:ple Q . 2003. A, Cj: ···inutes , :pp . 22-1 - 2R.5. 
( 22 ) Auto. II, 27 . Stoll : Rort . ; .J . Stoll -. 
( 23 ) MMroilla:n, B tB n:rH1 J3 :p . 15~ • 
( 24 ) See, for inst arce, Stocke11stro·m ' ~ reply t o Rpv. 

Andre·w llu..rray ' s lettt::>r (\'•hich enclosed "1 co:r~~ of' his 
roeTaor:.l.ro.nm to Somer~o"· on J?hilip ' s stateTie!.!tr; 1iO the 
Co·"lmissione~s o:r Inoui:r:;- abou.t Stockcnst rom , f' or '71idch 
see Theal : H"'r: ord.s of the 0f'!"ne Colm;y, XIX , 483 f:f .) 
in 1824 : nf a.m s or.ry Doctor 1'1:-l.ilip should have thou~1-'t 
:p.ro:per to c omnence this ntt n.ck , f'or I rertlly ·+.how~ t we 
mi:-rht hnve r one the Hot tentots much r-:-oofl. by ~oin{~ all of 
us hnnfl in hnnd, e...:n'1 he roust re~oll e~t t~~.t it :i.s not 

very lo.l'l~ s :i.ncc he thou,...,.ht ne a very tole rahle sort of 
e.ninnl . " !u.tQ.. I, 233 - ?.M . Also Stockerstro~ ' s 
Rena.rks on Philip ' s return of '1iflsions, in 187>0 . 
V if! e i nfra , ]! • 54- • 
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man . And in 1825, when .P.hili'P n,:nA l'rinele rre:re the .<merts 

of th .., Landdrost of Grna:f.'f-Tieiflet chu>i ~ . ...,.J?hi!ip's totlr 

of the o:rthcrn districts, I'r i ngl e wrote enthusinsticll:'" 

to .b'airbairn : " ••• here l'hilip AJ'1d Stocke!'l...strom have 

met ~A 1earn~d to ~ppreciate e ach ot~er . They sre t\'lo 

of the ablPst nen in South Africa - and ;f.n :plcce o:f 

finr.linv f oes i r' each other. a:re delip.ht ecl ,..,ith e ach 

other's talents ~.ro scn~iments. 

i~· t.he r•ooa. e.o.use nnd. in· 7-he ""re at 

Stocf~renstrom is n ea:rty 
(25} 

C ' '.USe Of hU.!''l8.l'1i t y •" 

:Before J?r irt~le left the Cape,. there \7as a pers ona.l 

bret'lk bettreen him <"tra Stocke:r.mtrorp., vrhich \":!9-S not. heal ec1 
• ( <;>6 ) 

nntil Qfter Stockcnstro~' ~ arrival in Lonnon in 1833. 

But there vra~ intermi tteYlt c ont;~ct 11ettieC>r. :fh iliJ.) and 

S t ocJr .-..rstrom thro trhout the yc ~ rs, except in 18~1 , •·Jhen 

there was a de ciC1ed rup.tnre in tl~f) rel£~.tions1-lip . On 

7 December 1830, Dr. Philip submitted to ~1e Secret~~ to 

GovernMent his rPtu.rn o f miss ions in South Africa belong-

On 31 December , 

StocJreY'!Btrom oor:t j_n t:?. corn.pr~hensive report , severely 

cri ticiziY.if' :PhiliJ? ' s stateme.nts ir rcp·ard. to th~ !nission 

house at Granff..lleinet , the rirht of the Gri('!li.D.S to the 

f'rea ro1ma. l:?hili npoli s ~n.d the heha\iour of the c oloYJists 
( 271 

in that area . As Stoc1:-enstrort h11.d evidently aJ'ltic ip-
( 28) 

atec , Phili:p took d ec i deo. umbraPe; and in J anuary 1831 

( 25 ) J?rinfl"l e to Fairbairn,. 5 .• 8 . 25 .. Fairb o.irn Corresnona­
ence. {J?arli91!1entary Library) w :Pr il"~"'le recor{.J.s in h is 
!Je.rratiye of a Hesidence in Soutr1. Africn t ·--·at it had 
1om! ree:r- his 't'Iish to ttbrinf; these t wo neri toriou.s and 
rr--P..arkable nen , ':~ho had !}rr~iously h~en :nl")t o. little 
jea lous of each other's viewB in r 0r,nrn to the native 
tribes, t o a betterrtutu.a.l unr1erstn:rdinr, . " ( NfJ.:J:'rative 
of a Resia. . ce i :n So th A · c • Londo:rl , 1835 .) J?"P . 227 -
2B8 . Ierceforth citen as ~rinp.:le : Ifaxratiire. J. 

( 26 ) See .li. .C . ~inutes Q. 1382. p . 1 49 . 28 . 8 . 35 . 
( 27 ) Rema:r s of the C romissioner- Gcner[l. l o f the E!ls n . 
~rovince Ga e of ood Ho Je on +.~e nre .urn f niRs 
i:P. outh Africa belOl'V'iY'f' to the L onf! ~n ass io:na:ry 
S ciet·un with nac com1)al:1" in .. d ocu!l'ler.Ls forr.n.:rded tn -. 
Secretary to Gover:nr:1er•t by the Revd , r 1 l)hili"P J.uY1€lr 
c over of' h ts letter of t he 7t.h DecF-:nfhe r 1830. 31 . 12.30, 
C .o. 373 . (Hemeforth citE-d as ReT'ln.rks of the Com-

missionel. .. Gcner.l on l-1dl i p 's T""'tnrn of m:i.ss ions . 
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. ( ?9 ) 
v.r.r.ote to l.Jr i1'l~~le, w~r:ning him against Stockenstrom. 

Torrflrfl s the end of 1P.3~ , Stocken<"!trom , ,_.,i th a sen~e 

of' complete frustrat ion as a rer-ul t of hi::'J inf.l.bili ty to 

get his viet'!s on front ieJ." policy to prevail mer tho~e 

of' Somerset , the military co''1Jnenclo.rt , r:.ra~ c ontenplc.ti ng 

r. tri1} to Ene'lana. o.nd resignation .. I t seems that he 

must hnve ~·--ritten to llhilip su~.c~estin"' nn introduction 

to Buxton .. For in October, Jhilip rf'plied i:hnt nan 

il:tL'CYlu.ction to JJr . Buxton ·would 'be und.esire.ble . In 
( 30) 

En9;J.cno. he shoulc1 11e intJ.ependent . Tl Ever sin<'e his 

tour of tr.e froY'tier Cl istriets ifl lR~O, of c curse , J?hilip 

h!'d l1cen a't'ra.re both o:f Stoekenstrom' s at:-ituc"~e to the 

frontier sygtem !\.l'ld of his opinion of Uol"!rcl Somerset 
(31) 

·-Td. the fron"':"ier authorities . llis tour of 183~ haa 

provided him viith a host of dn.ta o:r the 1rhorrorsrt of the 

co~"!landc system, ru2d co:m"incccr h iM of the necensity f or 
( 32 ) 

d.ri ving the fact~ home to ~-n e r:ove I"DI!lent in :!Sn,.o;ln:nd • 

( 28) StocY:el"' ~~trom ' s ifltroductory parrt,r;rn:ph to the Renn.rks 
o:f the Co"lmissiona:r-Ga:nernl -;_,s c:h~traeteristic : rrr · am 
1··ell o.VI"'.re thJt t in "'1a1:':tr.o: the fol lm·rinp. o'hscrvatio:ri I 
o.."ll pln.cin-"" ~"self ir a very de lie te ro~i tier, in f-1.'' Mm h 
as :8x:porience haR too well taught , th.'1t i:nde-p8nde>l1t of · 
the i~rorwt , p:rcjmliced sn4 (lel udecl :part of the cct:l­
mun.i ty in .t;v..r;loiJcl , (·rrhosc o:pi:n:i.on i.'Te ~i -?ht contcm.:'!. ) 
even e::tensive circles - r1./"lOl"l-"" the tr·nly t.:~ o-r.t'hy Pntl. re­
s:pectahle, \'Those approbation fl..n:1 rnzypo~r.t· n.re in ever~l 
ren:pect fi c ~·irnblr-> , rrill a.t one~ set novm , ~.R rv narro~·r 
n ird.efl. '.11d o-ppressive Enemy of the Aro:ririY'e~ wr other 

coloured classes - !'ln" qf! 'hostile -t:o evo :ry ~tter:rpt "'.t 
their nmeliornti0n, - any n~~who shall pro81rr1e in the 
leant to C if:ff'r 'l':i.th those :f:r0!1'!. VIhO~ t:'1ey h ave rtC CPlStomed. 
tJ,enselvE>s to borroi'r ~heir o'·m :Yiotions n.s to -the nea<1uref: 
l:1;v 1'ih ieh !~hat a er:>l<lerr-~ tin:n is to '}. e attaine'l o:nd to 
wh ose views they n:1:1ve mo.de their own reA.so:ni::r:? p otm:rs 
entirely subservient . n He wrote to llhilip telli11"' ~,i1!l 
t''n.t he t'tlou-"'ht he shoulr sN~ tris re'Port - (S-ee A,C . 
~ir.utes Q, ~354. p . 247 . 4 . 3 . 36 . 

( 29 j (-luoted. 'hy Macmillan: TI .B ~nn B. :p . 82, :footfl ote .. 
( 7>0+ ~biCl. . . 
( 31 ) As e.r>:pears :f:ro"'TI e. pasfHll':e in l:'hili:p 1 s jour:val of 

the 1830 tour. "Stockr-nstrom staten that he c oulr'l 
( Tllentton f:l fty cn·~cs when Eoers hnd ~one on CO""lr:tn.rd.o 

hs..viJ.'l.n- lont :no c~l+ tle ••• says , too , -it is exceeclingly 
difficult to trace s:poors, rnt Som<?rset a.11il others cnn 
do it j_n a!'l.y au:'lntity rrhen +1Jey le.fl.d. t o a kr~1.a.l thn.t h~s 
-ISO Od Cllttlc il'l. it . H {Fhilip rra~ ~;motil:.-"" fr om f1 -pri\<tte 
letter from Stoc1,..r-·1-:s trom ) • Quotc<'l in 1b.cEilln!:: B .. B r.r c'! B. 
;P •79 . (( It sroulfl. ,_0 noteA thnt l1<ilip her0 spe"1r:s- o f 
.tioHrs ~cine " on c 0!'171'11-:!Clo" Y'"re.n 110 i8 almortt certaiY'l.V 
refe-r·ri nr. to pa trols . ) ) 

( 32 ) See n letter to l'riscilln. :Bulttont 11 .10 .3? . Quot 
in Uacnillan: ~~ , B ~:r.o B • p • no . 
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But he rm.s !!till bini!"{': his time ~:ry1 c onsideri:n~"· the b~st 

mot hod of achievi :nno his o1'je0ts . As usual , he was 1reep-

in.~ the Buxton family v:e l l informe(l • lie "knew tlmt StocJ.:::cn-

strom ana. Buxton \1oulcl f ind themselves i:n St-~eement on 

ne rw :poirts, just as clio Stocl::el'lstrom 2.nfl. himsel-f' . :!: ut 

he :ryroharl~ felt that, .~t thnt stage , it •·.'ou.l_.-: 1·0 t·rise 

to "VOiCl .,ny C.!'Pe8.I'!:tJ1CC of 11c ollusion" hct7?c>el1 them for 

the (lefeo.t of their c:r~emies . 

tl'.e inte r_pret~.tion rrhich Stoc"' ·enstrom put upon :Phi l ir> ' s 
( 713 ) 

hint , r...nd. in ~ ovE' 11~er l"'c> repl ied aerceil1(': r:i th him . 

Me['.:nW .. hil0 , ho,7ever , pu1)1ic riiscuasion of the frontier 

s ·ste:"l r."'!.C: :p:r.0c ipi tated by the appe 'lr"~.l,ce of' t'-1c l!ot oriom 

Bruen l etters i.n the Co1l'\Dlercial A-''ve:rtiscr durin"': Octor''r 

:;o-ve~'2ber , a...no December 1838 . 

sPethine- v1i th i:nr irntion at Brmc ' s craree , clcrr~Jl dPd 

a."i'ull inveRti:·a.tjon( ;
4

)to t:hich aemnnfl Phil i:p r.-s.ve h i s 

whol cheartea support . Sir Lo17I'y Col e , h owevP.r, a-pJ:larent-

ly decic.e"' th:.t , cor::li.n{." fro.'1 such a r:-ource , the cn.Pe 
( 7i5 ) 

scarcely cnllci for s.r invcati;""'1:t.ion . 

This cviclertly convirceit 1-nili:p +hat he wnuld. {';et 

li~tle s~~ort from Cole for nn invcstiGntinn i~to the 

fr-ontier system .. TlJ.e o!1ly course sf'le!ne<l +0 1~c to r;ct 

the f'ar of the St'cretary of' State ir E:np,lnra . Ace or_.~ ingl y 

Fhi l i!l t11rneci. , n..s he hn.d don(' 'befor~ , to Buxi:on - ard. he 

c~o'lan("ed his nind. \'lith reJ!~r(l to Stockenstror!! . On 13 

J a...."lum-y 1833 , he \'.'Dote -t:o him , s n.ying th~t he hopei!. to 

( 33 ) Macmilla~ : B,B ~na B. p . 82 . Footnote . 
Phi lip may hn.ve hesitatea to conl'lcct Buxton nnd Stoc~en­
stron , perhaps hecatme h~ knew the source of Stockenstrom' s 
dissatisfaction to 1-e J.or"'ely a :person~Jl m:-~tter - t''c 
fll'lta{"'ov:is~ 1~et1.'Teen hi':'t,...elf' nn 1 Somerset - !lnd. fo"'.rec 
the e:f'fect this r.ti~ht have on the prospects oi" a 8UC­
cess:ful C9..'!:1J?aie;n against tht-: :front i n r system ir. :t:nrlu.nd. 
Or, ns :Unm:?.il 1w im.:plieR (inic1. l, )!er1,'1..:ps the tre!'l..~h of 
1 831 still rMklcc'l . I t is -perhaps also si.rmif'icnnt in 
this cor...nection tl-.'lt I'hilip him"'e1f r'1r~"'l:J corres:po.ncted 
directly ··ith Buxto.r , 'hut nn.inl:r V!ith r1c bcrs of his 

~~mily . (yide Mncmilla~ ~s ruotf's. ) 
( 34 ) Thou{':h doubtler;s fron r:10M.\en au.i te other tha:n thore 

of th0 GTJ . ·for TB~ . sre Yacmil l~n TI ,B, rn0 B. y,~ . RO - 81. 
( SB ) Cor~ II, 4?.4 . 
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return from his Northern trip in tine to talk thine:s 

over. Ancl finall y , Stocken~trom left f or· :•~n~ln..nG. with 
{ $ ) 

m introduction to Buxton anrr n bu:ndle of letters for l'1.in. 

ITc srer:1s, hon('ver, to have thour~ht it ,·,riser to 

adhere to the ori~inal decision . Arriven in London , he 

c1.clivore0. the :paclret of letters flt 5f3 DevonsJ:t.ire Street , 

1-:ut fl id not l eave his n·:dre;!f' or ':!'"'k to see I'm:-tor . "Fo""'' " ... ,, 

us he Sft.icl ~.ftcr·rn.rr1 s , n I was deter:-:ti:r.ed to c m:.nect eyse l f 

v1ith no :p.r..rty ~·.·:r~ttovor, rut r.s n. 7'Ublic ser'r"art to ~d.here 
. ( 37) . 

to my Cl uty to the Govern:rttent . 11 Stockcnstro!"l, realizinP' 

tho.t Phi.l i:p ' s cri ticisns l'Fou.10 · P. r irectr:-J. · :.'lPninst the 

colo:~ial :o..,.o"''l1rrtel'~t , r:rorrbly felt th~t , ·1s ~.n cf'"ficin.l , 

he coulf! hardly aPSOC'!iate timself :--ii;h them , co"li.np, ['..S 

~bey l''.id. from P~ :privr>.te in<lividtk'll, '11thour;h he rrJ.'J.Y have b een 

in agroer!lent \7i th :Philip on ;TIP...l'lY )ioj nts . 

So::-!ev;hnt to Stoc'ke"'strom 's surprise , one of his first 

visitors t-ras r o lrr.1s a :person t.hnn Thom~s l:rirr.,.1e , r!ith 

uhom he ha(l !'l.ot 'been on s:pc~,.,..ir,. ..le·ns for some :,:-cqrs . 

The einceri ty of his :i.'or111or fricna.ship 1':'"i th Tril..,cle not-

.._.Ti th?.t"U"dil"~r· , Stockenstrom hf'1l felt thnt, n.fter the m~.:rrn~ 

in which J?rinf!1e hnit 71t:'!1-'cion#)r his ::r~al'1e i'~" a r:':prr->rr.::..,tat­

ion to thr:> Color-i!:'1 Office on one occc.r-io:r , thf' friC'ndAhip 

ines Co-,ni ttee aftervrard ~ , "on sf?'eil" .... hin come for~7o.rct , 

all f."!elir.r" on my :p!'rt dwi.ndle0 into nir f Fl10 our iYlti"1'1CY 
( 38 ) 

rm s rcr.etmd. . " 

It wa~ rot really ve~I surrrisi.n~~ +:hat l?rin-:ole 

shoull h~ve sour;ht ou-: Stocken"'tron . He J::nc~·.r th~.t his 

:f'riend I'hiJ.ip vas tu!'11i11~ his f'.ttertion to thf) GCIJ:IC 
( 39 ) 

i'rontier f!ysten, ~rfi possi'~- 1;- kne\'r too , the tt1.rl1 events 

( 36) 1£acmiJlnll : 13 , B n"l'1d B . :P:P · 8~- 8~. Te:rt ?nn :PootY~ote. 
( 37 ) .A . C, "'li:nutes . Q. 1~82 .. l'J . 1"9. ~8 . 8 .3r . 
( 38 ) Q . 1 382 . A_,C .minu.tcs. :P·: 149. ~8 . 8 .3fi. 

( 39 ) See , -~or il"Ptar ce , lh:111:p to Pringle Jnnu~y 1831 
i 11 v!I·Jich ' the bloody c <Xm~:rYl os' <':l.rr> "lcntiorf'f! - Quoted 
llnc!!till an ; B , B r- v rl "R • -p . AO • 
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had. taken uno. t 'h." t Stocke:nstrom hFl'l recently seen nnd 

disc ... ussed matters ,. i th Philip . Pr int":le ' s i nterest in 

the fronti~r, h is anxiety f or first-ha~d n~s ~B h is 

lol1[':- standinP' rr->s:pret for Stoc1-:-enstrol'1 1 s humru1itaris.n 

principles, vroulf ~ll C0!'1bi.r..e to mP.ke him eager to renew 

his ftC(!U'linta.YJ.ce \7ith Stocke11stron on the olfl tt'rns . 

Tl1I'01.Wh l?rint;le, StocJ:enstrot"l n1.s s oo:n introduced. t o 

the Buxton cir3le - ..CuxtoJ1 him<.1elf , ~ac!lfl.TY HncauJ.cy , 
( 40.} 

Will iDlll Allen a.nd others. Discussion O.YJ Fl<tttars ~outh 

Africnn rmd controversial m1P , of coursE" , inevitPJ:tl e , 

7he Emancipntion 'Eill ucs ~hen 11ef'ore the Hou!ie o:r 

Commons . l'hili:p wn:=t serdir~ ove r evi~.e i ... <"le nbou.t the 

CO'i!'lruld o sys+en 1 't.rl<1 Stoc'k"er<::troT'l Y'O d.oubt \laS plie~ 
\ 41 ) 

\:ith auestiol1 s . IIe ref':ord.s i11 his neT"loirs thn.t dis-
~ { 4~ ) 

cussions orl the "ahorir:i"r'es" vmre fre(lue:nt . 

Stocl~rnstrom left f or his tour of the Continent i .n 
( 4~ ) 

July 1 833 , and wo.s out of En,o:l!Uld when Buxton bee;n.n 

se:·iously to turn hiR o.ttention to the questiol1 of 1:he 
( 44 ) 

co··-·mam o system . Cole rs Co1.Inardo Ordint:>J.'lce crefltcd. 

consi d.erable a:-:i ta t ion i 1-1 }Jhil "rthroiJic circles '?,t the 

Cape dnrinr June Mil July' .':' rr Phi 1 i :p \'TflS d.ili,'l"el'Jtly 

bombR.rd:irp- Buxton rlitn eviden~e . . I:n mid-Octol'er , Stockc:n­

strom retrcrY"ec to E:t~P"J.ru.,a. f or n ffevr ~7eeks to set 4·le the 

matter of his r .;si 'r!W.tion , ana he vra~ evio ently in London 
{ 45) 

agail1 dur mr. l ate December, nm J anuary 1 834 . Durin.~ 

this time , he probabl : ' ~m·1 :!?ri"'l,,.,.lf! uno :perh'l.pS Tiuxton 

several tim.f!s . Bt1Xto:n 7iaf1 enr.:a,.n:ed ir convincrirt· Stanley, 

then Secretary for Colonies, of the l'leces sity f'or i n-

ves tipa.t i np th0 Cape Fro.rtier S~rstem, and Frin ·le vras at 

(40) J.uiiG . I, 42~~ ..\lso A,c: Minutes Q. . 138f!, J? .149, .. , 
~8 . 8 . 35 . 

( 41)~. I. 426. 
( 42 )--rbid • 
( 4~; ) AUtO. I , 428 • 
{44 ) This t7as evidently i n St?.pte m'ber 1833, P.ccor~iJl,o:- to 

n. 1 pi·t r: r fro·l'l ::t'~· :i.sci1l.rt ~·Jxtol, t o :t?hili:p 21.. 0 . 3~ , Quo tel 
Macmill~ : E , B n~~ B, p . 8~ . 

{45 ) :lute. I, 429 - Stockenstrorn. refers to cl.ining nith 
th a E..,rl of' C n1ed on o!' 1 J ~rnw.ry 18:?4 . 
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( 46) 
last i:ns}.)irccl to st-~:r.t n 1:r·o1,.. or +hP. Ca:pe. Proba.bl y , 

therefore , Stoc1·enst~com d.iscUSf!f"!n li ttlo else t;ha.:n the 

frorJuie r system with them . 

SJJ.id. t,~·t.:.s to thei:r taflte is cl cr:r. Just ..... :f'tor the -publi -

cs.tion of his brok ir l!ny 1834 , ::Pri:n~le t'!l"Otc to Fairbairn : 

"Sto~l,.e:.!stro.:J has re !'llered v&.lu!:tblc service to 

Tiuxton a:rrl me , 3l'l3 I hcrve c o.nseone:ntly brou.-·ht his neri ts 
( 47) 

:p:r'o!!li:nentl;r forward i:.J ny l1oo1-: . " 

But t1w t ther(' rrcre still :pl")j nts o!' \','hich Stock0.n-

strom '"l.Xlc1 his phil1!!thropist. friends {' ir1 not see eye 

to eye , anf that Stocl'"C'Pstrom l"Y no T:le ans n.tte"l:l]?tec. to 

~o~lr his v~rsion to fit. ir ~ith theirs, is eou~lly 

For instance , I-riTlP;"le ha~ a footrote 'i:o his 

QOCO't.l.r.t of t.hf' expu.ls iol1 ~"'f l~akono t in r~Ttich h(~ says : 

"I a..'J '2\'T~re th.:::.t Ca:pta.in Stocker.stron, Y!ho ha.CI. a 

J?rirci:pal hc...n~ ir l'"'komo ' s eXJ_Julsion fro,"l'J. tho Kat Hiver, 

corsiders that step to havo 1 een both just nn1 expediert. 

But ··:i th -u1 rn:y s inc Pre respect for that .~rntle!'le.n ' s 

opinion , I carnot ~oncur with him . I re~nrd it, on the 

c ontro.r:- , ?..S 'l ncasu:r~ in itself' aln:e inioni tons 9.ml 

in:politic, thourh~ in one -coi111.i o-f' v iew, amply ntoneC!. 
- ( 40 ) 

for by the Hott..entot sett.lenents . " 

( 46 ) :Pr inc lc to Fairbair.~l 4 .11. ~~ . Fair"ha.irr C orres-pol'ld.­
eme. I'rin'""lE' ' s b,..,ol-::: ror'2r r•hat first n.ppP .... red ~s African•· 
Sketches , ~r;d lo:ter ill a rcv5.occl foro as narrative of" ~. 
Res1dence in Sou.t:r .Africa. · 

( 4'7 ) :Pr il1""10 to Fnirba:trn 22 . B . 34 . J.i'airbairn Correspond­
eT~cr:> . . This- f...,ct C '1.1.!8C'd Dona ld :!:0orlie .\ rTre.t~fully review-
in[;' l'rir~lc- ' s llnrrn..tive, to c o'TII!lEmt : If any ore of tre 
color.:ial vritr-essr:-s 1-"ho have ~,Jf.fered "'!Utilation e.t +;he 
h'lnlcr of rr ~ :Pri:::.1p,l e is e nti t l ecl r.tore than others to tre 
entire co~fidencc ·of his · readcrs it in c~.ptain Stocken­
strom, \7ho is ne,:rer nentionea ,.ri thout v. lau.d.a.tory dose 
w::tich wcul.(l tUTn the Porge of most men . It ~!Ould seem 
that lfr . :Prin,.,.lc ~ qu_1(1 never mention this gentlcm:m ., 
~!ithou+. in this mf-l.l1n<Jr tryin(" t o s l aver him ir.to silence . '' 
~Sc~ letter from "Obsr.rYern to .Q!I 24 .12.~5). nobserver" t 
~nc~a.emtn.lly, was l'lere e.!1£:9.:C?;e<"~ in :provll:v; t.ha.t the sel'l.ti­
ments i:Jpute(~ by l'rine;le, h;,· implic"'.tior; to ::>tcc'lmnstron , 
coul, nr17'"'J' have 1·een ex:pressen 1Jy this fro!!tier official 
"3.S i·t e f"ro:nticrr•men kno\7 hil}l. (See nl:-::o "Observe J..'"' ' s 
l etter in GTJ. 1 3 . 8 . 35. ) . 

(48 ) :Prine·l;;! P-r .. :. :rr..tivE'. :D · 332 . 
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That Stoc:!renstrom exrreFlsefl himsel:r openly on nll 

other points o:f difference bet, ·een himsel:f ant" the phil-

n...YJ.thro:pists at th 1s time is n ost lilcely . A:nc1 this is 
( 49 ) 

S~"gcstc~'~ by the tone of }'lis letteJ:•s 11ritte.n during 1833 . 

Therein S toc.,:-enstrot1 · ref~) rs WiTh ob"Viously sincf' re respect 

on several occasions to the philanthropists, and specific-

;illy to Fa irbairn :--1:n l1:1ilip . But he ·'1aJrcs ;not ~:he 

sl i rbtcst n.ttcmpt to cv&de the J?Oints U'90ll vrhich he dif­

ferG<l 'fro._ thE-:n i n tho topics u.ndcr d. iscussion :tn his 
( 50 ) 

letters . The r er-:IJ oct ::'or the principles which ~uider 

the :philru:thropists, tO{''ethJr with a ren.(1incss to d.efe:nd. 

the J>Oil'l~ of vie ' of thf'! c olo:nists •:;here the J?hil o.nthroJ?­

ists censured them un,justly , rrhich .. a.s trill appen.r clenl'-

J.y i.n l ater d.iscussion - !u:tcl all'~n~;r-s r'cen ch'1.rncteristic of 

in :pe:rticuls.r !'1!"Y '!' c quote, ~s 'hein."" bot11 typicnl :1m 
( 51 ) 

si~.r:ificn..nt: 

I n short , if I COl1ti:nuc t o hfi:VE' ar-.ythill{" to n 0 'L'ti th 
thB :public ad:·linist.,...,tion , I see !"O ca11se to deviate 
from vthat :.ny c onc1 uct l:a.s hi t:tP.rto rcen. 1!' ,iu stice to 
t'7hitPs - Er.glisr or Dutch - to '!".lacks, Ka:f:t>ir , ITotte-.;tot 
or Bu.sh~an, I \'!ill still C011t!ider injustice n.nd a.eal 
\'lith it accordinrly . To see the vrhite mn.:n :persecuted 
r:l...nd libPJ.led. 1le C'1U.ft c it hnA :pl('o.sect l 'roviCl.ercc that 
he Shoulr 1:-P 11 sJ.n.ve-holeer or, "beCU1l9e he C.e:f'cl"d.S his 
life, ff'Ail:• 8..!1£., Tlro:pert~y f-''";aJ.rr.Jt thieves , rorbers n..nd 

T!lur0.erers , 'I"Then the Governne!'t carnot or t·r:tJ.l rtot clo 
so - is to 'l(e as crnel ann abo.dne.ble ~s the ter'rin"' 
r<...s1..mner o:r nan ::>...l'J.c ''Tifc, !'!la ther an"' babe, for 'fil +hy 
lucre ' s S:"'J:e , or t~1e exter."!i!'.,_tion o_,.. tri""les , t'PC' 
plunderinr of nations~ a country kept in n f0.rnent , 
ill'lcl the \'ICP.k Clriver· to (l_esperntion "'.ncl vrar , ner!'ly to 

( 49 ) 0 . ;; .. ITui:t-:>n _1e.~ :printefl ex+r~cts from t.ho~e in Auto. 
II , 1 - 1 8 . It i:.; ""~O"'lt UJ"lfor+u.nnte thnt he h"lC'! c·ivc:n 
no Cl~">'\I' i:rr:iicntion !:'..S t 0 -f:heir n .-~ tGS or t~1 rir r~ CiJ>le'Y!tS. 
lr::tethcr the c1 t1.te ln Septemt.cr 18~3 h0.sfl iiH"' •hf! first 
oxt:J:[1.C't i s intN'!:: eil t o ·rp:Pl Y to all tb1. t :follovr is not 
ar.p.nrent . Tre ·rholc content is el08t s il'1''dfi~ lU'1t in 
relntion to our d i scu.<3sion . · 

( 50 ) For instance, v.rri tin(]' of Fairbairn nnd hifl i11flue:n ce 
:for r:ooa in the ColoY!.y , Stockenstrom aflds ( Auto . II , 8 ) 
"But he c n.rnot, aml I r-elieve doeR 1" 01.: , :prC'tCtii to be 
nJ.v·n.:rs :ri "·ht , With rc·l'ere.cce to the Hottentots , I be ­
lieve our ul tit:~ to vim··s rt.{'.T"'e , "ut on the V'"'.':':T':J.ncy 
aucstion v-e ct iff0r decicl crll~·." ( Sec later dif.'lcussion af 
Stoc~:::cnstron ' s vicvrp, , Chnr> · III) On :p . 10 a-c.in , 
Stocl:enstron refers to the eYiPteme of :POints of dif­
fe·cncf' t-etwee.,..., hinself ':'nr! r'hili:n , ru.t adds thn.t he 
Sf'XT no re"l.son. on that score to join in t.h0. color.i"lJ. 
"hue E' .. nd cry" ar-!'linflt hin . 
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afi'ord. A o.!!le here the Rlory of co:nonerinr :pe":.er; to 
crente :pni'r ol1R.P.'e for ~m!le c orrupt f0'1.t , or to advfi..Tlee 
or aF,grnrdiz€ so~e sycoph~nt or f~vourite . ( 5~ ) ••• 
it j.s !'.lost l.l11juf"'t to c hrtrr"f'e th0. colonists ~ r11n.ssc \ 
ns cut- thro!'ts , t'l.l'lrl n.s 1·ei.r,.y nvc I'S(' to t.hP a""leliorntio:n ..) 
of , ::m·l :..,.ood 1m""' er!'ltnn1 i:P."" y·i tr , t1.., C' !lboririrnvl tribe:::; • 
I t i8 tl:.c fa~=ihion to assocj n.te every": hinr +,,"lt is r-ur­
bnrous , ,,rutal :"!r:fl eruel '!.''ith the icle"'! "Afri~f'..T'- :Boer" 
••• if r.'.. 'l'.'.'ise a11fl r>f'ficiert system l'l11d been noo-ptca. , 
s o i n. this res:pect ( a..<:l I hllVC' :f'ormerl ;r said on t!le 
sln.ve Md llott.entot cu0stions ) - thl" "1ajori ty o-r Col onists , 
.l!;r..,.,.lish rna. Dutch , r;onlfl have ."~"ivr>r t'P""'t their nost 
cordi <:\1 co- o:peratiO!' • I never fou.rfl thc-l'l , in thr:. 
n,...grcgatc , h ostilf' to any Ill al1 u hi ch v·ould ensure .:m:.Q.­
tectio:n. tn the..,sf..'l1rns , fi..S VTell ~.8 their blnck re iF,hb01xrs . 
There i s h1t. ~- sm.nll se~tion i11t0.r0st.er iYJ th0 c'!.isturb ­
arcf>s on thf' Fr0nt;ier, ~.nrl the ncouisition of th0 cnttle 
of th~ n'1.+.i"'!es , but. "11.S!"!l1!1'1.rernert :lfl.'kes t.h0. p,ood Sl~ffer 
with +he h~d. , 'U'lf1 cribittcrs the feelin,no<:; o-r <':Ill • •• 
I have of·l:cJ• fou:f'lO. 0orc 'h.Ui'ttnno fceli.r.."' 9.n(1 ,....ood son.so 
in these me 11 nr-fl the l ike , th:rr. I r-t."'l d isno sec1 to ."'i vc 
some of t.l-Joir --;ef'1"lcre crP.clit for ; O.i"1 ! ~vc r.evF>:r 
, .. !'own ru" ins"t~"""'ce u,r.l'! the nconlc from t1'c irner nP...rts 
h"l.ve · een d:rD{-gci~ -f'rom tr_cir ""~ousrs 8..!"'~ r>vo"ntim""s ~·o 
wsist i11 the protNltion of th,.., FT"'n:ticr , thnt every 
!'lnn •.:ho coul n rer'""on on +h"' subje~t fl icl :'"'o+ ~nrse the 
ini ouities 'hy "~:·:hie!: so 1)).1.l~h i.nconveflienc"" , l osA n.nr1 
S11.fferin,oo WC':rC 'trou,...ht or them,....rlVP~ n]'lrt n..,G f'lf'lJJ'1+T~i . 

But ho1·• cru: t!:C';' help trei r s itu::.tion? Then •·.·here I des 
the blame? I s it .rot ~rour Rystc>m ··r~"lich ,.,onpel s t),~m 
to h, nutrlhers 1;o0 ay , ancl. · o1..1.lf! have +.1'e1'l sub"'li t t o 
be hutc bereft t'!i thout resistarce tomrrrro'~'t? I 1."'1 sic1~ 
of tr E> 1'UsinPss . Gorl_ :?TP.l"t thf!. t t ~1is \!Pre the ln~t 
line I ever hn.ve to '!.'IT'i tr:> r:-_cout it . 

strom :felt n.ll the old intense irri tn.ti0n f1!!1~ ar O'er at 
( 57' ) 

tl1 e way in t·.r'hich they rcfe 1·rea. +,o th~ colortRts as 'l whole. 

( 51 ) Auto . II • 1 0 - 1~ . 
{52 ) I s tJ~i~ t.~1e Sor:1crset infltt"'l'l~"".rt·,....l.li.n? 
( 53 ) As for instn~cr, hJ.Xto.r to Frtili-p, ?>0 . 9 . 34 • 

.Ue!"loir::-· ., f' Sir or ,..,s Forr~ll :i't1Xtor E :u-orei~ r•itl--_ 
e l ections from his Gorrrsron~e~o~ L ditcd ly his so~ , 

CJ;arlcs }. u.xto•"' , Esr . Lor:d on l l84P . ( HencPf'o:rt:b c i ten ~ 
.ttemoirs of Sir '~ .F . l~uxto'' • J p .302 , referrir.,. to the 

·fi ght- prin.ci-ples o:r B:prine-- Rice : ":Pm·;,.r viouln "'"!..1rc 
"Tent c r !\.1'\-0:es ind een , if it rTere to !"i ve ~ f:'.ry fnllow·­
shi:p in fc-e l.i:n(" t·: ith .ie~t I J..,rl ia. :pl~!'l~:<'rs , or ;:our "hoor8. " 
And. B11xton to Z • U~!.<"' nul n.'V , Octo b C' r 18?5 5 l I ,_. ir1 • P. • 3 b 7) 
"Oh! '1e :F::nrli shme :n ~.re , 'hy ou:r o· rn f'!tC f>Ollr.1i , fi '~"e f'e l l ot:rs 
c.."t ho!Yle! . •• l:'lut such a set of mi::1cr0ants :::.:rfl \'7o·lves us 
rre prove r.rhrn vre esc"'t:pc f':!"om t}1p r'1n.P'e of the 1 a1':s , 
the ePrth d"lcA rot contPiT . " ( thi8 vrns trith re:fere~ce 
to t.l-.e K:1 , .. "'ir fror~icr ). Stoclreftstron nrotr: in his 
mer10irs , r1n.ey ~.,.r-~rs ln.tcr , o:f +.he ti""l0 rrh0n, in 1 R25 , 
Prin"'l~ ana Philip viA it~r hi'I!! : " There no.-· ••• little t.o 
lH~ r1 iS:!:>Utr-0 :-ctvwen '1Y r1,es~.;s flr. f! myself a"~ to the :pr><"!t; 
but the,~ ccrtn.i!!ly triec1 My tcTiper by +he virn.lcncc 1.Jit~ 
rrhich the~· perfli!':ltecl in ne:nouncin"' thE' presPr.t '\C'l"~eratior 
of th P. G olo.nists , :".nr. refuser to ':1'1J··e r:trry qll m·.rq,ncc for 
their twtuD.l :positi()r , •.::h.ic1" r~'n:JO:r('r1 Pelf- deff''r(H" oftcr 
a.~~rolutclt YJ. cc-- RS"'r~· f'or the- pr<"s cr"!nti 011 of 1· 0t '1-J p1.rt ie n -



thro:pi~ts found r::tn.ny pojn1;s to criticize i:r Stocke nstrom' s 

piblicy , o:n:l the acts ,.,rich he ha~ cou.Jltel"'rtn~ea, 'lf!S1.1I!ler't 

:bir:; :prer>arations for th c ca.nrnni,~:?T npainst th·e c 0"'1M2l'l f!.o 

syster1. He had seen Stanley, thn Colo11ial Secretary, 
{ !14 ) 

sever'll tines , n.ra ·.7hnt he hnd h2.ll to S!iy had cnrrie~ 

"'7eit·:Pt - St .!'iley instructed D' Urbar, th< 11 8\'J r:olterror, to 
(55 ) 

devise 9-ll im:provecl pol~c~r . But Buxto!l rc"~a..r. +.o renlize 

trnt "little Hill rP done •"Tithout o:pen war, a:nd :rmblic 
( 56) 

OJ'linion - " thn.t is to sny, evid.ently , !=l..l'1 enquiry. 

:Fublic on inion "l-rar-, indeer. , •"J. J.rf'af'y rci:r..'"" <trousen . Tiruce 's 

lett(>rs to the Commorcia1 M.vertir1ert Bar11istcr's "ITtr::l:J'~e 
( 57 J 

Policy,"' nnd Kay's "Resea.rchen . n h!"t1 recen.tly a:ppe'1.re<l 

we b0en rcviewecl ir. vnr1 ous neYTS'PR]ers, '"~n<1 their cri ti-

cisns of C~pe FroYltie:r -nolic~r cD.me urdcr Cl iscussion in 

Stockenstrom ' s prr~crcn . A.J"'R Stockenst:rom '~"m~ evifl cntly 

rrca.ndic1 ly \'!f'.Xr-ed rt r\y his frie:ndf' in the :phila.rthropist 

circle, thnt reprcAcnt ,.,_tion.s on the subject of frontier 

invariably cuttin10' the Gord.ian. Jcnot by th0 maxi!"" , • hich 
110 pnoplG o.r. enrth have ever violntec on(') ~~undred th :p nxt 
a.s !nUCh ns the En.rlish t1:emsel,._res, viz . , "You have :no 
businc>ss ~ .!!i ill· " (Au.to. I, 24A ). 

( 54 ) Prise ill a Bu."'t:ton to J:t:.iJ i:p in a le "':te r l)e{"tU1 21 .. 9 . 7fS , 
r-n ""nl0t'""~ 5 . 1:-> . 33 ·. '}uotet'l lln.nl"illan : :D , 1~ '"'nf TI , :p . 83 . 

(55} Macmillan: n. B nnd B. :P • 84 . 
( 56) Priscilla Bu."tton to .t'hilip . Cuoted i.~~acniJ.lc-.n , n, B ana B. n . 83. 
( 57 A.F . Brucf.: sE>ries of ltettr-rs to S .\CA Octol,er-

Dec en her 18~2. Saxe :Bnrmiste r: IIUMru'1e l'oli~y; 
or J stice to the ,\rori'"'i...nes o:r :lm·r Settl "len P. es­
senti to a O'!_le Exn(mditu.re -r ritls -·orev nnd to 
the be8t ntereRts of the Settlers . \. i th Y,"eestio:ns 
horr to Civilize t.hc l:ativeo:::! h f-'..r:l im r ve,.1 AdT1'Jinistr::~.ti"•n 
of !'~o::istin.t:! r.1ea:ns . :rJI on. 183 • , 77. -
Rev . S . Koy: Travels .,n(l Rese.-.rc hcf' in Cnffr arirr: 
describi:~.,.,. t"t0 character , C11!=l+:a~s. " .J1'1 !'1oro..l cond.iti('lr 
of the tri 'Pe>s ; rhn1'i t.ir ,Q" th'"~ t portion o:( Southern Afr~.ca: 
rr-i 1;l• historical .-.nd topor:rf':phic~l r·'""TYIA.:t·J:~ illustrative 
of thf' stnte ( rl ros ects of the Brit ish settlement in 
its hord rs the introduction of hristianit ~ nn~ the 
-pro,~ess of civil;tzation. ol"'C!.an . 1833 . ce M endel !i:>sonn 

I, so 5) ) • 



:poJ.icy were to l1e ru?.d.e to tho Colon.ial Secretary , and 

trat it 'lTD.S likely thr.. t S O:r.lO Of' his meaJrures, too, WOUlC. 
( 58) 

'bo called in ouestio11 . 

The significance of this !or Stockenst:r.om W"l.S ti:!O-

fold. On the one hn.nd - "'.lld. this rl'"' ttcre<l a ['X'er..t desl 

to StocJ-::n.nstrom - the nhil.P..nthropists mit·ht well , 8.'8 ex-

:pe!'ience had tn:v .. p;ht him , distort c om:plP-tely bot h the 

:policy he had followef! ~nn t'he !'latives 'Dehj_nd it . He 

hrul - n.s the 1 ·tter quote~. abovA .reve2.ls - alw:>,ys :prided 

himself thc~ t he had. tried. to follo·n a policy of strict 

justice to black an:l rrhi te alike . Justice was a s f'.crecl 

virtue . And Stoclcenstro!ll vroulrl pemi t no man li{':htly 

to co-mmit the s~crilege of c'"'llinp; his o1.rn in r.uestion . 

On J:hc other hr..nd - -r:1ore :matcrinJ. but very es::-ential -

a nisre:present".tion of his :policy to o. Colonial Q.r>fice 

attuned to the phila~thropic ~ey ni~rt destroy his cha~ces 

of hold. in{~ office 'lt the C · ];le <'1e:e.in .• 

off~rea his resi ~·J"ation bec'l use b.e considered the CoM-

missioncr- Generalshi:p to be a. S inecurc anr1 recaUSA he 

f ound l:i!:l'lsC' lf 1mable to enforce the :f:rort.ticr polic!.,. he 

rcgarC!.ed as essf''fl.tial . Re clid. not uant an rt:p~oi.rtM.e.Yl.t 

on thG old. terms P.nd ,!Tns !)re:pared to make n. very consider­

abJ.e material sacrifice of both nor.ey ana position for his 

principles . :Bu.t he v1as not ~oi.ng to hflve his :pros-pects 

o:f reo,p:pointT'lent r 11 ine,; by :philwth.ropist r.1isre:prcsent-

ations . 

Therefore , tovT!U'os the enn of r ovcmber, or cEt..rly 

in Deconbcr . Stockerstrom d.re'7 up n quite com:prehr nsive 

( 58) Letter from Stockenstron to Stanley 1~ .1 . ~~ . 
Concludinoo :parn.~a:ph. A.C . "'lin11tes p . 99 . !lnd 

in+.roductory paraera~h of ncnoir appe~d~Q . Ihid. 
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{59 ) 
Memoir , d.esie:neo c lenrlJr to elucidate the :policy he h ad. 

f ollowecl as Co--:t!ission~r-Ge:nern.l ~ ~.:n.:J to pr ove that he ca:tlil. 

"'ot , 'l.U'liier tm existil'l{r, c iTcumsta:nces, :n nve d.o11o justice 

t o his :post ( :tnd therefore :prer:uBably could not 1'-e 

blamed for ~n.yth5.np, disastrous thr!.t mil,.ht hn.ve 1- een t:lol'le) • 

It must he 'borre in !l!ind. t.!iflt it 'lfl''"LS \V'!'it +en nhile 

Stockenstrom was in a s·b[?.te o f c Ol"'sicleraJ;le Mental aeit-

at ion nrt-l wo.r mnch conc~r.rca. 9-bout tbe view that mi -i:1 t 

be ta1::en of his role as Cornmissioner- Gererql. And. '1. bove 

e~l. -nc rhaps, he Wf:t.rt. d.es:lt;.Pi:ng a oounterbla.st to "those 
~ ~ ~ - ( 60) 

attacks o f -..·h~ ch threats hmre 'heen held out . " Accordine-

1y, StocJ::enc·trom stn.Tted from the :position of his ov­
(61 ) 

"It. is impossible to cleny , "1-.~ ad""littefl ~ nthat 

the oppressions of the Eu:ro:pean colonists 8.n0. the 1.r C. es­

cema nts, is the c f'l.use of the c1 egrndation of most of the 

colony end its bl..,ck nei :'o;hbours . The conviction of this 

fact ~lone, is suf'fic:l.e!it to inonce the '_"'over:mllerrt to 

protectin.t' those natives u.~ai :n.st :fn.rthcr -persecution, 

f'I.!d exert inc- every pose1 i bl c menns to improve their ro r d -

AncJ. he r:cnt o:n to r:iv<: r.m. expo~ition, of the sum 

of his experience: that " there is as much clan~er in the 

onP extreme a.s the other :" th-"lt there vms as little 

philant~opy in ezposir~ the c olonists to the unchecke~ 

the :purisr'?lc.nt of innocent krcals of Kaffirs by seizi n.,... 

thei:r. cattle ~rt(" even - ns he c o:nE!id.ered Colo:rel SoMer-

set to hnve recoriDc11iteo in one of hi~ des patches - :firin~ 
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u:pon i:hct!l upon suspicion of tJ'l.eft . T!1e c e~ee to uhich 

Stoc"'-':cmstrom ' s stutenents j_:n this do~t1lllent caine in e vri th 

his former views nrr1 -poJ.icies ,._riJ.l hQ proven in more 

det~iled discussion in the next chn~ter. 

~ot•ever , rnn.y 'l--e c cnmnrefl 1·.i. t,_ tl-tn t il, t 'h.r-- nri vn.te l e+ter 
( 6P. ) 

of 1q33 ouoted. eerlier in this ch::~:ptcr . Concludinr. 

his stron<"!' ('onrt .. emnn.tion of the :policy he 8U-ppose0 Colonel 

Sorne-roet to h·'ve put :Por\n~rd , i .e. that of firirlr" upon 

Y.:~ffirs to ;1hose k:rnals the spoor o f stolen c~ttle len -

he h~ alrendy SOOt'l!l Y!}:ly nus mtmt 1 C'ar1 to the Sl'lUr"hter 

of thr> innocent "in ni Xlcty f1inP- C!? . .< .. ct~: out of a l:tmii.rcd ,n 

Stock1nstrom stateC. t hat lie hni~ re~olvec r~t};m" t o r;_nit 

his flt.'"'~.tion "!':r .• n.n see such a :pro11osed syste'!l acteCl upon •. 
( 63) 

but he ~aaea n.. ch~racteristie pnrenthesis : "thoueh I 

woul0 , as lon~ as I h~d c ontinnca. to hold. n.ny shn.re i n tre 

mnnneement of fro~tier aff a irs , have persisted in puttin~ 
. . 

Clm:n mur0 erers ~r,(• 0 eterJ'lir:en irreclaimable plunderer~ , 

hov:f'ver ouch I may there"hy h ""Ve eX})() Sf d. n;~f'e l f t o tho 

ccl'lsure o:! very 't':orthy thout"h ill-iY'formeA mi8to.Y.en r.1en . n 

llis opy.osi t ion to -t:he exi '"'t in,.. n..r.a. thA :proposed fro!·t icr 

polir> , ; n ··:er-t on, d. id "1"ot proc~ed. from ~l"lY des ire t o 

mnke a cl is:pl rw of indepencteJ"lce , or t. o l s.y cl ~m to s:ny 

refinement o :r :philn.nthro:py . I v oulC! the~eby onlv Make 

myself ridiculous ; for :-:1y uttAr dcttend.ence o:rt c ire,;-,-

st!:111.ces is too vrell r·nov'Yl, :~:rA r.1y whole o..,..ficin.l hlst o~r , 

as \""ell 3.8 thiA a OCUMe nt , S hoY'S tha t I SI".'C 110 ht!J:1~.ni ty 

h~ c Y-cour!l("i.np- cri:-c by the extreP"e of :forr·e"rfl.nc"'." 

De:fore StocJcer.strom sent i.n this Me"1oir , l7i th its 

ap:po:n~eCl. do::m.l!lonts cmr~ri1'1~ the correspont'lence in connect­

iol1 \lith the co"'Wwdor:; of 1030 ar-'l 1 831, he receive(! the 

Researches "ard sone rP.viePs 
.. e recforth c itcd as Memoir of 1833 . .A . • MiJl·1 tes. 

PD · 99 - 102 . The mo"1oir i s a~te~ 31 Decemhcr 1~~3 , but 
i~he seoona last para.tTaJ!h (:p . 10~ ) shows that it ~rns 
written "before 7 Decem'l:cr 18371, ;··hen he received. confinn ­
a tion of thr- c..rolition o-f' t}v-. Com.."'"'liesioner- Ge.ner...,lshi:P . 

( 60) See l!:G!!'loir of 183?\ , i.nt.roductor~: }larn.grrmh . ~ 
mi nutes, IJ , 99 . 

( 61) I bid . ( 62 ) Vide sn11ra. p . 60 • 
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officia l inform"ltion th1. t the Cor:!Missioncr- Gener a l shi:p 

wns t o 'be erolished n.nd thr t the Secretncy of State had 

not ar~ d our.t o~ his ~ctive a~ conscientious discharge 

of hj. s d.uty f1nd. i'Tn!"! :prer ar .,a to rec o'!'.men1 him "'l.S one of 

the unofficial memberf1 of the Ler~is1 '1.tive Cou:r.c i1 . 

Stockenstrom accord ir.~,ly aclecd a comGFho.t :r,n.ive J.laTPI'I,'!'1:1.:ph 

to his Llen.oir, S'\yin{l? t':at he n i r.?ht !'lor.- us :f'ely o.b;.,tain 

from any f arther ,jnstificnti on 11 of his :proc0od i!'F"S . \nd 

·in acJ:no· ·lec.r-:t:n{~ th.P letters of 11 Dee er:iher 1833 nncl 7 

f'ornaro.e0 the : .. e"1oir to hir.:t . The c o!'lc1u.siOI'~ Stanley mi rfut 

come to ill h i s '1.'bsc:'."ce ~ ( Stac1:P.nstro"'1 r:f!.r !:!.'hout t.o lc::rve 

f or El'!I'OJ?E' :Jt?'Ui n ) •rhcrn, he Yr.rotP ( sieTifiC'ln!!tly cnour~J 

there i"Oultl be no one on the spot .J o n e:f(!Tid him tt"'!t:' .. y "be 

of i r1:portn.ncc to M~T cffirncte:r' , ···hether I evc:r rea]l:pear 

on !"l.ny offici" l i:Pe""..tre or rot . n 

to off0r ro'\Y further expl&.'Yl!i..tio:rs whi c~ mirht '~-'e re011irr->O. , 
( 64 ) 

~.a left his ~,crcc::s shoulcl ne hE" neeo.ed . 

lie!'lm7hil c; ., Bnxton ·uns storirtt: up 'l.!l":mu.r.i tion f or 

the campa i en ac:n.inst the c o'Y!..l"J.anl o syst0m . He seems to 

have h0P.r: i ntercflted i.r the Cnpe as !'"'rt of the whole 

systrm. - on~ facet of the nnti1:re policy of the British 

Empire . lle Vf".S conce.~l1ed. r:ith f;he :pri11ci:pl es UTJO!l 

t:hich +he p:ovorronent should net t(j.'Tn.rcl~ the 'lb-ori.:-ines 
( 65 ) 

i n "all countries ':'here rre "'1aJre settl ement!=: ." _1\.nd. in 

thC'8e m~.ttcrs 11e q_:ppa.rr>rtly looke0. +. o DJ' . Phili:p as :his 

( 63} I hid . p . 101 - 102 . 
( 64 ) See concl,lo.i!' n: J:>'l1"2l"T::'ph of Stoc'k"e!1~tron to ~t.....,nle ~r . 

16 . 1 . ~~ . A. C . minutes . p . 99 . 
(65 ) :Bui:ton r;rote to l?rilt 'P ()!" 17 J ·nunr~ l :l~4 : 

"It a.:p:po:l:'s to "'1"' that rre ou""ht to f'ix ':tl'ld enforce 
ccrt~i~ TP""'l.liation.s .!'lr,r'l l nrrs , with T""f"·'"'rf'l to the .n9..t.iv~ 
of f:' ll co,,ntries t·rhel"P ue Make settl enc:r.tn . " He 3/l decL 
thnt i t WO'I.ll '1 1·;::- nece~sqry to c.rouir e in. ho~·~ far , in 
coun+ries nlrr--ady settled , tho r;oYer.nmc.nt has viol '"l.trd 
the principles "f ~ustice r-nd huma.r.i ty , , .. hn.t rep a.ration 

hD.cl ·r, 0en I!laa.e Gn<'l_ t:hR.t c oulfl st:tll ·r.0 <1 one . { U!e~oirR 
of' S i r T . F . I:uxto:r.. · :p . 361 . ) ) 
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fl11C. not Buxton himf"e lf , rrho rmR . so en .. !?'er to enlist Stocken ­

strol!l1 s ope:t St¥;-port i11. th~~ cam:pair·r: [\:'minst th.c Cape 

:f'.r ontie r systeM • and vrho tried. t o p-et i1'1:for~'l.ntio:n from 
( 67 ) . 

hirJ for Buxton 1 s use. But, it is eviderrt that Stocken-

strom adhered stau.nchly to his :policy of nllyinp himself' 

i'li t h no !fpnrt~y. u E:e asserted t o th~ .A.borieir:es Cor'!~li ttee 

th~t , notvithst~r.din~ repeateu reouests - even reL~p. 

\\Ti tten to three or four tii!lea wrd.le. on the Contincn:tt -

he rC'fuse{1 to n a.P>sist i n br int·irJ.f.' :fo!'\.raro the colo:ri !"1l 

CU"O .fror.ticr system;" ana. t.hflt his ansvrer \1as unifor!!lly 

that "I h8fl, st..,_tef' ~Y ~el'ltineDtB to t.he Govcrrr.ne:rrt; thn.t 

as a r; ove:r.rurre:nt servf.l.r.t I hno. c amid.ly F iven my o:pinio:ns 

Vfhen I at?'reec. a.nc1 P,lso V'hen I fli fferec".t_ t·rith that Govern­

ment; th~. t to that Govern'1ien t I ~re.s r e spr:-:n.sible , a.nm 

that i'rhen officially c a ller u:pon I shotU.Cl most U.Ylctoubte~-

ly !lot sbri:nJ< from :repe rttir~ tl,cAe scntine.nts, but ~hou1c1 

nev~"'r l c!"o. mys r 1:f to any party of · ary Jah.nd Ql(a inst either 
( 68) 

t h e Gove :rrrMe nt or OXJyboo.y else .. " 

Oy1e thinr h :ps.rticulnr at t'bis time seer:1s to bear 

out this nssertion . This i~ the very curious, ina. trPct 

vray in \7hich, in his Narrative of a Hesidence i :n SQuth 

Afric f-'1, , I'r:i.:nt;le l'Pfers to and criticizes the Commissioner-

Gere ralshi:p . Hi~ infor~ant on these points can have 

been no other than Stockenstrom him~elf . Yet :Pr j_:nr;l e 

rmkcs no dirn~t r~ference to hi~ as the nut~o~ of nny 
( 69 ) 

criticisms . 

Even if • n.fl Pr inf'l e col'"!t1.' ives t.o inpJ.y , he was bas­

i n:"' ··rhat h e had to sA.y u:p on thA f'0Dera1 o:pinion at C'ape 

Tovm , ga.theref!.. from his colordal c orresponiients, it i s, 

( 66) :Buxt on to :Phili:p . 30 . 9 . 7>1 . :Ue·moirs of Sir T . G. 
Buxt on . :p .• 362 . 

( 67J See A. C. ~inute~ . Q. 1381, 1382, :p. 149 . ~8 .8.35. 
{68 ) A,C . minutes, Q. 1381, ~ · 149. 2R.A.35. 
( 69 ) :f·r i n*3le : Nro-r a t bre , Ill) • 329 - 330 • 
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of course , :fo.irl~;r ce rt~.in t 11at he h& h 'td. '111 t!lis con-

firmed by Stockensti•om ru1n his <:'ta.tem.ents, if npcJt::ed up 

ry reference~ i~o fu(' Cor.nniss ioner- Gene ral himFelf , woulrl 

have carriei3 very r.mch !:lor~ wei p-1-J.t . I t i~ a very fr.ir 

conjecture th"' t Frin~le vrns here acting in .,ccord.a.r.ce i'li th 

Stocke11strom ' s v:ishes , roi1 that ~toc~enp!trom haB tol <l 

t·.im thf'.t he (1id not v1ant his authority intrcduced :for 
( 70.f 

these critici~ms of' the "useless nna invidious sin~=>cnre . " 

For v:here StocJ~enotron su:puortca a '"'"OVer?tnen1; "'eHsurc , 

aa i :' the case o-r llo.c omo ' s expulsion , Prin:":le mentions 
(71) 

hi o views o 1.1i te e , -:pl ic i tl:r . 

Stncb=m~trom returrrc1 to SFeB.en , prob~rl:..r iY: !"HI.-

January 1834 . Throu..~hout this periofl, :Ph.ilir c o:rrt:lPued 
(7" ) 

to ply ~'uxton \''i th vol u'1inous <1 ocurnc ntE" . :Philip ' s 

re:prcsent..,tions havir .~ rou.sef! Starloy to f..l..Y.! m·~.reness of' 
(73 ) 

the r>ecd for encruirinr i~to Ertstern :Fror>tiP:r affnirs , 

~C '7E.S ta~:ir.~ 8"' v.ct ive interest ir the prr-pa.r'"!.. tions for 

the J?n.I'li 0 1lP.f.lte.ry cor'lmittGe wh ich Tiuxton pl~.lmed to ret 

a:p:poiYltoa on 4 June 18~41) Stockenstrom, nntnr!llly, wns 

to '~ ::: principal ritness , n"nd he was sent t'or by :pnrliP.-
( 75 ) . 

me:ntary sumMons at the eno o'f l.l~ .. 1-'ri"l.'!le exu.l teo , 

' and loo~~ea forw.-,.ra. rrith unconce'"lled r eli r-ht to tl-Jc Hay 

in ~ rhich Stockenstrorl ' s evidcl'lCE' '. ·ouln "over:r~ul ~·our 

fDont ier trru:sDctions" 'l?ld hm • "C01 . I:ell f1J'1d tY,at :p00r 

s.umphSir Lo;-rry," r-ot to f7lertion Col. l."ade , t:ou.la he en­
( 7n) 

tn..Yleled by the evi "l ence bei'ore the committee . 

The ref'i'?'nati~n of Stnnley in June , however , evi-

·o.e1itl;v· put .Buxton off his stro"tr.:e cOJ:rpletel~~ . 1(is Mot ion 

hod. to he post.pon rd 11l"til 1 July 1~~~, . 

J'ot 7'or a Co ·mi ":.tee~ hut 1"1eroly fo:r fl.l1 Addre8s to His 

( 70+ lli~ p . 330. 
(71 ) see-Rnrrative, p . 3~2, Footnote. Quoted §Uprg, p . s 9 . 
(7~ ) ~acmillnn B, B ~n~ Dt :pp . 86- 88 . 
( 73) lbc'iilla:r B , B P.nrl J3, 1? . 8't .. 
( 74 ) Prinr:le to Fr.dr'hair:n, 22 . 5 . ::S4 . Fairbo.ir:n U or re sponc1 er.re 
( 75 ) I"Qid. 
( 76 ) :Pri:rt':le to F~ir1f'irr , 4: . 1J. . ~ 'l; '?.Pfl ~? . ~ . ~~' . 



69. 

Ynjesty , :prnyin~"' him to taJ':e ~ uch m€'::u=rures P.m. {"ive S1J.Ch 

inEtructions to the officers in thf! British c oloflies as 

vmuld "secTl.re to the nat:lves the d.ue obser-vance of justice ; 

and the protection of the i r rig~t~ , :pro~ot~ the spre~ 

of ci-viliz·-tion arrton.""st the"''l, an1 lesE them to the :pe~ce ­

:fU.l ,_nd vol-:.111tary rcccpt:i. on of t.h ~" Christian Helif"ion . " 

The Co-·::Ji ttee ···hie!>. he> h'"'.cl i:ntenfi ed to ~noet a:p:poi1~ te-'! , re 

t-Cllt) -1.::11e Fonse , he ~O\'J deemed unne11ess<U'y , for he b0liev ecl 

tt.e Sc11retary for the Colonies to 1"~e "aliYe to the :in­

J)Ortancc of +his mibject" Pnd "willi:,_,.. to introduce a:ny 

11rac-tical ar!1eliors.t5.on of the c oncli tion of thes0 :people • 11 

On +~u"' u:nt'erBtardil'!p: that S:prin("-Ricc ·:roul d. CP.ll for the 

ard clo r:ll in l-tis , o .. ·r·r to nrm·;r t.hP attention of e·overn­

ment t o tJ'lP ~11e~tion of' ns.tivC' policy , :Buxton VTaiv{'o. h i s 

motion for 'l Co"Tlr'li tteo , 8 na substi tu.teo o11e f or a.dd.reRses 

for +he ~a.::ls cs of clo~n.ments relevR-rt to the trP 'lt-:nent of 
( 77 ) 

t1~ e a.borit·i :nes i~ :Sri t!:lir 1 s variou...s :pos'"'ef'sio.r.s . 

S:prinr:·-llic ~ , th~ ne\'1 Golord.al So~retary , v•as , of 

course, r ot prineo by 1-'hilip , a.s Stanley h~d been . Tie 

rrofcRsPd , indeed , ho ohje~tion to any inve~ti~ation of 

color- i~:tl polic:- , or to a Conmi ttee Cl u.ri.!lt" the next ses-

sion, shou~C' . .:!u.xto.r vr1sh it . 

"on r:::ich 7hf' J:ritish Gover.rr1ent h:tn for n c onsElero:blc 

ti---e bPen BiRJlOSPd to act . " Ano. he ouestior~d ''!het"l"ter 

m...,r.>. of Buxtor ' s state"r'ler.ts rrere "relev~t t o the actual 

cor-a i tio:ns of thof'e +.ri l'PS s.t the pre c.· eYJt mone:nt . " He 

s taten.ents "ri,.ht ot!1cnvise h n.ve reen cnle11l ~tefl to nis -

lead. tho House , ana to produ.~e an impre::; s ion unjuP.t 

( 77 ) See, f or all the r-."hove, the Su-n,-,le .. 1(:'!l:t to tJ, e 
GTJ , 24 .. 11.34. 
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tow~ds our Colonial Ad:ninistT'ltio~ , 1'Jhich I ~m ~urP it 
(78 ) 

coula not ~c ~is obj~ct t.o cr~nte or to cxten~ . " 

T~c a+.ti tmle of Spring-Rice 17ft~ n decidP.i:j d isa:p:poin.t­
( 79 ) 

ment i·o Pringle . "But oi' course , " as he Y:rot(') to 

Fairbairn, "he k.r:en :nothinf' earthly arou1; t.he mnttcr ••• 
( 80 ) 

it sht:tll not rest so if Gofl (~rru"t r.te life ~. little lo!\IZ'er . 11 

StockenPtrom left for Swef.l.er. ag&in i:n nid-Jul;r , am i.t 

snems tha t he r!l~V h nvc nh:tred ::Frin{:'le 'S d iS!"..fl:pOint~lE!'l t 
( 81) 

in th~ atti tude of the Color.inl Office . 

Buxton, tha t "most ex"ellent ~ru1 , bnt dil atory ," 

tcn,e0 now to shelve +h0 \7hole 011estion of' e, :pa.rliar"ert­

ary con;'littce, r'..nd tr-nst to the "t~ooa in+ention.s" of 
. ( 8~) 

S]!rinC'-Ric" . :Phili:p ·,,as !llU~h occupier~ , .. ith pr:1~tical 

-rxr.ob1 or"ls ""t the Cn-pe e.nn hfll ,•.rritten little :f'or sone - ( ) . 83 
tinC! . l'ri:r!,:lP became agi tft.tei! ~ "Euxton is J"ot f i rm 

tee 
enoU-'"'h, n be \.Tote t o Ff!,irbn.irr. , nhe nnst have a com 

t\rd. to Philip he Y.rrote i.ri . \u.r.ou.st : " ••• you shouJ.i! stir 
( 85 ) 

up Buxton . " Philip a~cordil'l !l:l:V hE'~n.n o1'cA :r:tore t o 
. ( B6 ) 

J~e e:p Buxton ve~"Y ful1y :poste-:'l on fronti":t" affairs. 

• 

( BL! ) 

It vms pro1n\bly duri"'l"' this :period that StocJo·:en.rstrol"l 

was "rcpeatndlyrr tol0 of J3uxtor ' s des ire to h3.VG info:r.m­
t 87 ) 

at ion ;.t'bout the fron.tic r r-ystem , 

( 78) I bid . 
( 79) see-Prin; lc to Fairl':!"f.irr:, 16.7 . ?,L! . • l!"'airt-r>..irJ'l. 

Corres:porde!lce. 
( 80.). I bid. :Prmrole \'!~ tncr a.lre:dy scriouslr jll , ~11a. 

eli!~ r ot livA +.o see trc. Cor1!!littoe . 
( 81 ) On 3l . f3 . 35, he vrrote bitterly: t~Nor hnve I the 

SS'r.w cor:ficlenr>e v.r}-1 i ch you hn.vc in ~-hC' ·~cfor!!l~rs. S:print:­
Rice hac:" sho'l:rr ry +hn maflner in ~:.·hich he c1 ispoRE'r of 
the Tre"'.surership a1i the Ca;pe, "'!:!~at t.he rcir>:'n of 
l'atronar:e , fnvonri tis"l'1 , ,, .nl jobbt; ry "La"' cC'a8CH1 :!"o!" ever," 
'"lea.nt .rothinf,' else th::tlb that t.hc -po':rpr of misrule has 
c l1nnt•C'd hard s • rr Auto . I I, ~3 . 

( 82 ) I'rinn"le to }1-Jiljp . Au~nst 187>5 . Quote~ ~:~wfn:illan 
Bj B ana B , pp . 102 - 103 . 

( 83 Ioid., 
( 84 ) l?rin ..... le to Fnirb3irr• . 10 . "1 . 7>4 . lt'a.irbairn 

Correspo:f,CI encf' . 
( 85) Frin.n-le t o l"hili'P, (;.uoto-=' Hacnilla.n, B, B !l~R B, 

p . 102. 
( 86 ) Macmill~n, B , B ann B , p . 103 . 
( 87 ) A.C. minu~cs, Q. 1 382 - r . 149 . 
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Finally, e.. oue!?ltionn!')..i:re or thC' relations of the 

Cape Colony ;:•ith thP nf'ttiV"o tribes ':'!~s sent to the 

Secretory o:f' ~Vnte "for the Colo'~'~ies, to bP fon!~C!.r>El to 
( 88 ) 

to Stoc1:enstron . This su~t"e~t~ trn t probably nuxtOl'"~, 

realizin ~ tnat thP only v-:ay t o rT':.lre StocJcenstron1 s in­

for"'llatj on nvaila'hle ":as to seek it tf!row""h official ch'1.nnels , 

h:::c1 t:_C<ke:'t t..h.e Secretary for Colrmies to foruard the 
( 09 ) 

cmestionna.ire . Stockenotrom rT:!.'"' in Russia ':heYl the 

lc -i;tc r nrri v ar. , 'lTI.<l did. not reply 11nt il 5 nove mb'"' :r . 

I:u..t h0 tr.cn cor.,_plieii. ~·rith th.e rcnucst iJ'"l A."' full nni'!. c~e-

:ful a statPr.1ent us ~e e!Oul•:j "1oJce r:ithou+. ~~r reference 
( 90 ) 

to c1. o0U:"1e.n.t$i , of ,;hich , of' C'ourse, he hm. ror•c '':ith hi.rl . 

The thorou.cJ~ncss fl..nft cvid.e:nt Pa.~e rrers ···i th ··'hie"!'! l e 

de'tlt i·:it.h thr- ... hole -prrrlon of +he C:!."T'0 frortie:r , nnd 

the r'lC''lS~1!'es he ::-ould. ~rorosc> to effect iMprove·1cnts , 

i.f!:<:? th" Colonial Q..t'fif?e. 

Erf'.Fl!:lUE' ::>.ncl J3ezuid cnhout ' about l"f1' ich his forT'ler re Tresent-

n.tions t o t·:!1~ Golo.nial Gov<?r.nment hr:>.cl r-ce.n i,~orei., , 

Stocke~strom ~~ote ; ni h ~ve been severely jud~e1 for 
( 91 ) 

fee lint~ r.u:rt f'..t s 1r. h procfH'(! i."::"J{~S, rrheree,s :rt.or·· l ma;r, 

Jlf)Thfl:p~ , l'e ~1 11CP.f.!_ or.: th" a ef~"'!'SiVC ~07.' }'l.n\'"·· P"" been too 
( 9~ ) 

:passivr . n But , he altded~ r.c trustee that everything 

that I!li r.<:ht in nny 1n~r feflect u:po.t, hifl c ond.1.1~t vrhi1e in 

office vroulrl .,.e "siftea to the bottom . n He :posses r:ed. 

( 88 ) A. C . r.~inutC'r:', p . 117 . See thn prea71'h].P . 
( 89 ) The snf"p-cr:tjon that this shoul(""~ he the 1)ro0ednre 

coul '~ , of C011rse, hnvc co""llc fro"l Stoc1mr.,.,trrY!"'l hi ... llse lf' . 
( 90 ) St"c}·onPtroM to S)lr:i nr:- B.ice . 5 .11 . 34 . A, G. ,.., im1t<"',.. 

llP • 117 - 123 . The Si("~1jficn.nce of thiR dOCJUI1c.nt r.~ril1 
~lso co':l<' nna er d. is(lussion i n i:hr:- next c hn.:pter . 

( 91 ) A :t'efcrence , probl".rl::- , t o 0'1ledor ' <:~ tiisapprovn.l of 
hif" rosirrnt ior . Stocl<::enstrom records i:rt th" Autobion-r­
anhy (Auto. I , 43~. ) t~..,~.t :Pr irlfl:le '"'n-1 hi R frie.nds vrerc 
eaually disapprovinp . 

( 9~ } A.c . ~inutC's, p . 12r . 
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noth.in5 more c'le3X t>~.:n thP 'lClmisnion of ~11 those uncler 

~hom he ever s~rved thrt he har none his c'luty hon~st~ 

~r, zec.lously ourinr "· lon("' :public 8ervice; l:"'l!cl he 

hope:, th<>.t "i11 my retirement , to \';hich I have reen force0. 

by thr> !'"lOf't unt·m.rrantahle , nrlli trari.' tre"~t~ent , uhich 

rcrm.ins +o tl1iFJ hour> y.nc:'q.ll,rdnen, no .nr1vr> .... t".""e , 1'lith 

you at l()9s"t, r.·ill be -,.llo rea. i:o r-e t"',"'Gr of ny Cl. istal1 t"'e 

:from Do'fm.in.-:-- strcet wd the colol'ly . " 
( 93 ) 

The pnssQ~e above, ~na others in th0 letter, 

revee.l th~ t Jlhe Col"'J..~ission~:r-Gereralshi:p rm.s still '1. 

very sore point \'Ti th S tockenPtron . Ancl there is .1u.e;t 

~hint that h0 rid hol'P. f o;r redress ~.nl for a :positi"r 

of ·b:•ust in the cnrryint" out of P. :ne~·r f'ro.ntier policy . 

Fo· nt t'h0 c orwlus io:.n of' his s 1V"'{~csti0.Y'S n.s to rrha t th.l'1."t 
. ( 94 ) 

policy shoulc tc , StocJre11strom \'Trote: ff\Jn"'t'her ~ur?-h nn 

some hiGh authority on the spot , I hnr<lly consider Ynjrself' 

c<r1J1etcnt to jui! f7e, :f'or , as I must ad""lit that I f0el 

bias . " Re :pointed ou.t that th~ office for th"" Cf.lntrol 

of i;hc E'"'ntern division , rcco,...me.nCl.e'~ ry tho Corunis sioners 

of I.r.r.uiry , hnd. "d~·:ind le0 into a perfect sinecurE"" and. 

that no useful :pur:rose l'.'ouJ.d 1-:c ser\ed. by its re - esta'bliffi -

nent on t.he olt'i r•1.sis . Stockem:;trom ,..,o1ll<,. hardly 

have been h.U!'1"l:n hr:d he not peni tte~ l:lir"<=10lf to hor>e for 

o.n office iY' ' 'rhich he cou.l'l l'C' usefully e"iployec in the 

scrv:lce of t.lt" c~mntry he J.~nerr so well ~nd trhose probler.1s 

were still a source of tre'r1ena ous int ..... rr>r-rt t.o t, i!!!. . Tr. e 

oonths rwnt l'~i , how~vcr,. rmr1. .not'hjn.e- hn::p:venec1 . StocJ:en­

strom hP"'r<l :r.o ,..,_orr fron t:hf' ColoniB.l Office . 

( 9:? ) 
( 94 ) 

e . ~ . A.C. ~inutcs, 
I rid. • r . 121 • 

:p . 12.P. 0 
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Buxton, however, '~:re.s !JrePsi:np· oYl. At the en.d. of 

Septcnb er he 17rotc to Philip, toll in.~ him o·"' his de e:p 

il'ltcres t i11 thr· com?!lnnilo system ( on •:.r"lich , t.o.!"ethr.-r VTith 

much m:'".lter:lal o:n th~ proposed. Vagrancy L'.t\'1 , :Philip hnd 

eYidently sent hi!!l a note. ) anr:J clena:nd.in,c.> "f~.cts ?.bout 

conmand.os . " 11 1 rrill ~ " he promisea , "if alive r>.:nt1 in. 
( 9f5 ) 

I)D.rliament , aim a..""l effectu(j_l blo1:! n.+ them . " 

The outbreak of Y:rar on t.hc E .. .ster11 frontier nc ... 

Th~ news reanhed Buxton by 

12 l!arch 1835 , f.l!l£1 he l~nve .notice 'lt once to move for 
( 96 ) 

a cO!"'!I!littec on 1 9 II~." · Philip ' s lei~ters 'h·=>cn::::c 001'1-

ccrned chic:f.l;,~ ~··lth. the causes of the '\'.rar "'"ncl the policy 

Hous(' o :f Go!"'Lrno~·s nto tf'Jcl" into consif1.crntion. the vrhole 
( 97 ) 

o:f. the frontier s;·stem . " In April , ChA!"les Grant , 

(created Lord Glenel ·": in !.fa;r) • well knovm. as 11.11 Exeter 

Hall mnn o:r d.efini to r:.u.ma.ni taria.n s:;rm:pnt""lies, 1~ecn"'l. e 

Coloni~l Socretnry . A:nf! on 31 July 1835, Ih.1Xt o:r. ' s 

"capi t;al ~ood Cor:.mi tteerl of fift --: e:n !!le:nbers held its 

first sittine( 9B ) 

I t SAems :probable tht:.t Stockr~.strom kneu very little 

of rdl this , for I'r i.ngle, t7ho mi::ht 11 nve ke:pt him i.nfor?:lecl , 

had. died . 

Frontier a.r::Paxently re:>:.-.cheCl. hi:'J o:r.ly i .n Ju.l~r, vin. the 

London :papers • Th:ls :fi:nnll~r d.eci ~ efl him to f'cttl.c in 

Swed.en M~':l t~ive u.r nll iCl en of returnin1o: to the C'1,pe . 

In AUt:':,'U.st , he virote to a friend : 

there is :no prospect of p0~0. e o~ the Fr,'1ntier P ..... lon.o; as 

lly pro]erty is too 

( 95 ) Buxton to Inr.ilip. 30 . 9 .34 .. Hemoirs of' S:tr T . F • 
... uxton , p . 36?. 

( 96 J M~r:lillan: B . B e.ncl B·, :p . 1 g0. 
( 97) Ibid. D• 119 , - 120 . 
( 98 ) Ibid. • p • 120 • 
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nea.r the scene of ?' lory to n.ffora n. :pencenblo retrea t . 
{ 99 ) 

In Cape Tmn~ I have no occupation . " Uncl er t!w circum-

stnrce~ , Sv~er<en fleemcd to offer the 'hest solution to the 

Stocke:rJ.E'trorns. Tl-Jey liken. th<' country , fl.l"tfl co11l<l live 

there auietly nno independe~tly . 

Accordi nr.,.l v , i n July , Stocke:nstron ln:ft f or Lond.on , 

plP..n.ni r:f' to :rpcnd t' .ree mor:t.hs Pettlinp- his n.ffairs :2t 

Sweden n~ soon as J.lORSible . 

:·!rote thf't he hflil. left his wife "in such c ircurastances 

thnt onlJr -!:he n.eces""i ty of snyi 1 1~ somcthinr· out of the 
( 100 ) 

clntchc~ of t!t.f' bellir.:-r-rer.ts c onlf! jn:=::tii'y the seJ.t:l.Tf'.t ion . !T 

oncE' -!· o his n.t"ent , Dort·J.dn.ile , for a :p'lSS".r:e , onl~ ... i;o '!-:e 

fl')rhi.m tp a:r;rpenr hefo r·e a co'11mittee of the House o:r. 

Con~ons . A v isit to Ray co::f:i.rr'lea this . S-l·oc'1:enstrom 

' ''ln .... co'VI~J.·.:J er ..... hly J.·rrl· ..Lnterl "Th_J.· s , .. ,h.l.' ntn:e~ T,.y <:> ...... ~-.,-~,e-' <..!.;;} ... , ., U "" • l•c;,. • , • "'-'-- _ ~ "- u • .L <"-•"< 

mf'nts ~ltogether," he r·rot~ , "as I a.m anxious to .<'l'o •.nd 

Cl.ispose of my :property e.s soon ns nosf'ible i :f thcr e be 
~ 101 ) 

f.lr~thi! .. .,. left [!,fter the scrambl E" . " 

Ab0ut thr Go:::mi ttee it8el f Stocke:nstroM Wt?..s scarcel~r 

er.thusiastic . 

send_ to Dmn iY'Z: Street they , .. ill find everythint': thnt I 

hRvc to s:-ty on record, n.nfl if they C'.".ll T'le hefore -f:;hem 

I sh~ll just ro:f~"r thmn to t.:hoP e records, 'lna have done 

with t. hA natter . n For had he wy hop0 th-- t the Co~i ttee 

rrould oi'fect any ra0 icP.l c'l-lc.n:,-e i:n frontier policy at the 

Ca:pe . "The r;hole D.ffn.ir vrill ter TTl i f!."'!.te in the c onsumr.1ati on 

( 99 ) 3 . 8 . 35 . Auto. II, P.~ . See thl.E'! letter for i\hnt follov.s 
{100 ) 31 . 8 .~5 . Auto. II , 24, . Mrs . Stocke11stro!'1 wa8 t}'ler 

about five mor-:ths pre.~r.ant. 
{ 101 } 3 . p, . !15 . Au.to . II ., ~r.. 
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of \'!hat 't'.f9.B i.ntend.ed. • a s..l.:ro:n~ Hottentot re{J.'iment all). a 
- ' ( l b 2 ) 

:militar:r Li0utenant- Governor.'' 

It was i:n this mood o:f h,Cl_iff:"ren.ce , BJ:1d of e~e:rert.l 

irritation at thf' uneX:pectc r delayi:rr.: of l"'is pl'lJ1 S • that 

Stockenstrom first ~ppc~rea be~ore the Co~nittee . He 

'''rs callro five t:lmes in <1ll duriflr, Aue;ust . T.othinf,' 

occu.:rrea clurin{" that period , evid.e:ntly, to alter his 

9.ttitu.de, although 1•e had • of c onr~e , to chD.Tl .. {~e his :pl:.ms. 

He haC!. not ex.:pecter t o h'"'Ve to ~n:roear so ofte n . " I 
. . - ~ (103 ) 

'l.'tns ir ho:p8S," lw wrote at the end. o:f \.rz..r~ust , nthn.t 

the Co.,mi ttee · . ..,.onl·'l h -, vc bf'en satisfier ~::ith a mere 

re:f.'erence to the off'icial ll ocU"'10!!ts, rut they s0eneC!. 

nC'terMi:ned to sc.ueeze tr c very ma.t--rm·r out of ne , and. m~r 

me::10:ry· , j_J::. th!? absence of r0c ords, has 1'een clre!o:l.dfully 

rut to t.he stretch . " 

Stoc1cen.strom took a p;loom.y T" ievr of the whol e pro­

ceed.inPs . In his d isa1_rpointnent at the "Reformers ,·n he 

hf-'ii no ho:pe of the CoM:mittee "'s hnvirLo: n~r influe:rce on 

colonial policy . l'erha:gs th~ f~ct t1,n. t he vms still 

tTithout office ~ des:rd -r·e th0 ho:p~ s of" Nove!!'!ber 1834 , han. 

embitteren him still mor~ . Althou~h h~ hrui deciQed not 

to return to the Cape, there was :probnbl:r - llhourh he 

disclni:"led it - an ele-ment of :persone.l bi tte:r!les n i.Y! his 

t · a · +n · 1 tt · t "' · .J.:> • a -~-h J.r~. e , 1n , , :ts srune e ,e r, ~ca:tns vprJ np: <tee a:r. .... ,e 

Reformers, nho h"lii :per~ is ted. in +he old .,.0licy of over-
( 104: ) 

lookin ~ the claims of the coloni~ts in ma.kinp; appoini~crt'3. 

A,..,out the effect of l1.is O'"n evir1ence, 0tock<:nstron 
( 105) 

\7a8 n.o :r1ore o:pti:-listic . He \'Jrote : ttTh9.t r:ry evid.ence 

vd ll ma.J::e me a .number of ~l'le!:!ies iP no nore than I exy;e '"' t, 

but they rnuf't be a precious pn.ck of rn.scn.ls • •• if they 

(102) 
(103 ) 
( 104 ) 

Y!ith 
( 105 ) 

Il:lid . 
31. 8 . 35 . A~1to. II , 2f . 
IIis ~;1/!er. in th~s <;!].Se vr~~~ s:pc:~ifi~ally connectncl 
t.h e . < r·J:> O 1ntment to t he Tr er st1T e::;hr:. e 1 J · 
31. 8 . ~5 . '\u.t o. II , 25 . 
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expect me to <leceive t h,... Co...,mi ttee i.r orr cr to ~erve the:ir 

views ••• I o_l"'' neither p,l M nor so:L .. :r.~; fol h2vin.- t 1,us been 

dra'""r;ed fort7arcl . Ilot .!'"l.ffl , 1-:not:tuse I ex:po~t notl'line 

good for that clevotec, ·th .... t 1ool'!led Colo.r.y ••• " 

r.r.lort';St the ex- Cape of:fici<1.l s th..cn i.n En ..... la:nd. is f nirly 

ccrtai.l:'l .• Thow.h he neve r failed. t o expre~n t!:.e hi"hcst 

person.!"l l"f'f'!JPCt for thE' chrtr'l.cter of the ox- ,{" ov0rnor , 

Cole , an·-3 the se0rr+.ary to r-ovcrrme.!'.t , Bell, his or·n 

cm.n.rrel '.:as ~·;-i th t h.r. c "!].on i11.1 "d:rti!!istrn. ti rm , f'IXld "n"'Ch 

of his evidence to1fl. ar;ainst that ~dni:nistre.tion . He 

•\.cc ord. ingl~- ' . St.oc"'-:cn::'·t.rol"l d.eci<'te0 t 0 rost:pOYIG ris rotnrn 

to Svmden 1rrti1 Ootob\'r "'.W1 t o travP.l i n Sc otl $TIC.! a.:n~. 

'.'.Tote, "l sb.,_ll kee!_) you arl vised of ey inOVe!'!ler.ts , :-..rtl Cf.!l" 

come over as soon ?S sel~-oefPncc renders ~Y nresence 
{106 ) 

necessf:ll.'y . " · 

Nor C!..id StockPnstrom eJq>ect his evidence to have:-

d h . h 11 t ' th ~ ·1· ~ 1A h ' r.ta e .. 1m w,.o y persor.a r:rp a 't71 _ ... .r.!. l. l.J! '.YL J.s f!S -

so"'intes ( thour-h Ih.ucton v, .... ...., ev~.C!entl~y "deli-"'hted 11 vrith 
(107) (108) 

Stockenstron' s eviclenc c, ) for be 't7l'ote : "I se r no 

harm ~ n Philip , Roed ~.r.r1 Fair1n-drn cominr- over . T1-:ey 

mzy d. isu:pprovf) of s ooe of !'1~~ :lets ; q_r:fl abuse "le accorn.il'ln'­

J.y, rut I d.e:fy thAm to chn.rp,e '!:le witb one si:n:,.le intent-

ionnl act of OJ?:pression. At le~st , if +hA Co~mittce 

(106 ) 3 1.R.3B • .A.uto. II, 24 . This clNlxly ~ho,•rs tho.t 
S+0ck0~~tron ex~ect0~ op~o8itior from sot~ces in 
Ell{"l n.nd - there was .r.ot "ao,ple t irne" :for any contn.ct 
Y."ith Cape SOUJ'C(->S . · 

(107) llacnill qn , B. B $n0 B, p . 1 36 . 
(108 ) 31.8 . 35 . Auto. II, 26 . 
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Stockenstrom ' s nhol e q,tti tude to the Cormni ttce ~·ra.., 

evidently that he was -there in oefen(">e of hiruEJelf '1:n<l his 
(109) 

former polici3s . It seem£ very clenr fro~ the letter 

VJri tten just a.fterrra.rds , thn t he h .,_a r:o iden o:f' the 

enrpJiry hcvinr· f?IJY eff0ct either upon colo7'1ia1 :policy or 

upon his orrn future :pros:pectr-;. For, in reply to so ne 

S1JCI"'~est"!Qn fx·on his correE"rpordent involvinp· a visit dJo 
(110) 

the Colonial O:r·ricc , Stock~"ns~ron ·wrote : 

"I h9.ve 210 business in the Coloni2l Of finc, nr.cl 
nothi ."l.,.,. to ftsk of t he Secretary of State . He noes 

· r:.ot 1::no;;; t'l.e , .nor I hin , a!'lcl.. I do not se0 that I c'l'! d o 
any ~ood 'hy cn.llinn: . On the contr~ry , I shoultl oruy 
r 1:<'"€' rir!0 to a. 81,1B:picion th~t I am anxioun t o re<:'!Ul!le 
.1;' office . 1:'hlit no con~,i<leration on e"rth 'frill inctuce 
~e to do as lon ..... us the Govrrnor "'~.?lfl CoJ 11.,inl Secrrt­
rxry can al tC'rn'l.tely sup~rae(l e Me or make a. c·;ts· p.".W or 
:football of !!I.e nt plc·:u~u.ro . Bes id.es, r-!y ni!"ld hns been 
sufficiently hnrf'nse"' for the :public, ::J.nCl rmc1"' h '1.Ve I 
r ot f or it . I can livo quietl y -::.:rfi inr1 ependent1y in 
Suef' eJ1 , nnCl l oo1- ,· it.h C'1.l'ITJ. conten.pt u:po;-" f.'l l l the plots 
tll'ltJ tricks ':-:nich are :p~Tf0rmi:ne . "' (111) 

(109) A.C. minutq~~ c. 1~8P. , p . 149 . 
ni o.n Po volunteer hor0 , I am dr~-~.O'e~l 
ness . I Mn:y 1lo said nl!!!o:=:t to '·e or 
I have r:o c':' uc;c to shun +.he con test . " 

2P. . A . ~5 . 
i nto this hus i ­
ny d efnnce, hnt 

(110) 31.8 . 3f> . Auto . II, ?3 . The letter o.oes rot 
s:p,..c ify , rma ITutton does not sr:.y ,. either v.rho t.he corresp­
ondent war:::, or ,.,h ... 'i~ his ?1Jr"f.:f'Stio.fl VJar- . H.ef"'rrr.ces 
in the l etter sur,.r:.est that it rras someo.:-le :9rcsel'1t at 
the Co~mittee sec~ions . 

(111) This lett<'r, i!"~ciclefltaJ.ly , t,,rolls 1'W"T li:--ht OYI 
Stockenstror: ' s nll e.,.ed '1.i·te?'!l:pts to represent himscl:f 
to t'be co"'l!"littoe n.s rrthc very I3e'l.u I<lenl" of a.n fl .. clninis ­
trator . Tie o o -Bents: nTh.<=' Com...'Ili ttee ' s ennuirie<:' on 
the 21st ebout cortific~tes nR to ny cond:n.~t in office 
surprised :r!e as r..mch '1.S t-rey (1 id. you . 1.rr . 1-ush'•n9ro n 
assu.r<'a "'le t 1';. t tt~C'y . vmre r.~.,. :r..o ~rans :!le ... t ..~,e Ptif'l@st 
to reflect upo.r T"!e . Uajor D·n.rd as, thoU(':h c~iffcrirl"' 
'l.'Ti th "1c in OJli:nio .. 1 , sni~~ ~ ~~nt h(-; -r;oult1 1-rin,... me ~ lctte:-
of Colo.rel Gruh o.n 's in !'l~.T f~vo1..rr . ~erhar>s he die. rot 
fire. it , or ve rh "!.:ps he s m·r tha + I t'lns sui'fi rd. entl~; '!."r ell 
:provideC' . I _..,..~,.,.e the Co..,.""~li ttec s11ch testi~o:r.j_als ns 
I coul r1 f i r"l anonn· r.1y l1'liJ9!'S .. They Pcen"Jen t olerf'..1~ ly 
sr-ti'1fie~ . u .Auto . II , 25 . 
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Stocke:nst:rom knew rtt the 0:r>Cl of A~ust that he \'J'Ot1.ld 

h-1ve to apiJC r before thP Col'11"1i tte0 n.gain i:n UFJrch 18~6, 

al'ld. hril. trerefore to set asicle ~11 :p1n.ns for f'Oin,f'" io 

t1, e C ~pe in. 1835 . He c onsidered d.oine- so after the 

18:16 session • however , :m.d in .t\ue1;!St 1835 vra~ alren.dy 

pl r..rni:n-~ that Jf-rs. Stoc1{enstrom , who would not'!'>(' fit t o 

travel (1 uri.r.;: i;h e Tiin.tcr \ . shoul d ~ --- e left in. 1?;:--..ris 'l.'!b i 1 e 
(112 ) 

he m?.:r.t to tJ:: e C 9.pe . 

Co.nt:r.~xy to his eXJ)ectq,tions • Stockenstrom was r o t 

· c<:>.11ed. npon to appe · r in Lonr1.on 'J.(;~ti.n in 1 835 , r:.nCl in 

Octo'ber, s.ccordir.c to :pl::tn, he ret<JT..re"! to S\'vecler. 1 1:n 
\113 ) 

lJe \'.' i th his •:rife vrhen their rl':'hird child \"!US borr . 

to sort out his South African polic:r . 

hi-rnsPlf ir e .. deplorable :position. Juet "Defore he took 

o:f'fic0 , news h~d c erne throurtl fror.:. th(' Cape of tJ::e out -

'break of" vrar on the E('.s tern Frontier in J anuro.,y . Sine e 

then , ' ... ith th.c €:Xce:ption of ti!o short not0e , \'n~itter. in 

Fel:-ruary ana. Uarch, Gl enele: hnc1 he ..... r ~ not 'hinr :frol'!l D' Urban .. 

Then came Capt. Ef'rc>~ford, in Aut·ust, fre~:-.h fr or.1 the scene 

of action • Vl ith D ' Ur11~~. 's r1esJlfl,tch of 19 June 1835, re ­

y.-artin,...,. the fl'o:nticr settle."1P.nt r.rl-tich he h'"d co-mrnEnJCcd. 

in lb.y. 

u..11til the arrival, in J~.nu.a.ry 183h , of D' l:Trba.r:'s deRr-~-tch , 

d~.ted 7 I~ov·ern1: cr 1835, detn.iltnl"' the "'10itifipr1 -policy 
( 114 ) 

rmich he ~r:pJied in September. 

On recei:pt of. th r June d 0spQ.tch from the G~.J?C' in 

Ane;uE t ~ Gl er;e l r; re t'.li.zer~ th-9.-+ the wa:r was a pp~~~e ntly to 

end, "not iT~ the rr-pu.lso of th €: invad.e rs , bu.t i :n the 
(11 5 ) 

ncquis i tion o:f a new nna e:-·tcnsi1.c prov inc0 . u 

(112 ) 
( 113 ) 
(114: ) 
{ l l f5 ) 

Ib.id . 
~he ~e1a e E<t child. hn.d d. iert at the C G.]) e in 183?. . 
Macmillan: ~. TI 0.nc1. B , :p . 135 , f'or rll the abo ve . 
Quot ·'~f!. ildd.. Footnote . 
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Upon hira l ar;;el y rr.-'"'te0 tne onu8 of' sanctioning such n:n 

extension of colonial te~ritory . I n the f ace o-r thi~ , 

Glenelg could not :pos~ ibly sit bnck nnd ,_.,.,_it for in :form-

ution from D' Urban . I f officinl informfl..tiol"l was rot t o 

re h't1.t he \!OU10. have to Sf.:>c1c it from o;ny f1..VD.).l able 

source . I11itiull;r , h;:~r:ever, Glcrwll'!' eviC.eYJtl~r C!.icl :t1ot 

rcard:; t.o the news of the poJ.ie:r of "exten'1i.r:ation" as 

I'hilip nrd. Buxton did • . His ordr-io!' o:f th(~ c ... nses of 

the ''!?J' throu~"hout .Ancmst nnd. Septenl)er \'!["""' 1:~.sed uron 

dispatches , t.hr- vc rrfll nc·"' ou.nt of C~pt . Beresfonl , ~nd. , 

n.. ·?arently , iroric r- lly enout·"t, rart I o:f Goo I onto- 's 

1farr-:tt ve of tb.A Irruntio:n of t e 

His 

f irf't iPtirwtion of ~other version c ttmc cvidel1tly ".-hen 

Euxton cr..fl }~ltis , Secretacy of the L.u.s .. , co.lle~ upon 
. ( 11 7 ) 

hir'l on ~6 Septr"11' r 183f . 

If Glerel(" 1;. ~ :no i.nfor~1o.tion , a pro1ilfic source 

was Pt ha..11d in the s'hn:pe of these t~·.ro men vmo were in 

TC'C<dpt "·f voluminous parers fra!l l?hili:p e.t the Ca:pc . 

Sor1e tir1P d·1ri!lr:" Angu .. c:;t , lettArs from lhiJ i :p o.rrivAd in 

co?.:r ection V'i th D ' Ur'han 1 ~ l.tey rolicy . Buxi- on did. :no-!-: 

rush t o ~he C :;lon:lf'.l of:fi~e ~·:i th his i!•f'o: ~1r.~tio:n . llis 

intcreet ~till centfro~ rour.d ris Co~mit~ee. At tl,e 

enc1 of Au,::-ust , :uxtol~ 1 s secrE'tn..ry , !.''iss Gurne;v- , \"Tote to 

Pbili:p th!".t Buzto:n h "'.ii. s:pent nuch tine s ·t1 dyi :r.;-:- his 

lettere 'U!d pJ.n!:lnec. to n~J:0 !.1 thorour"h. study o:f the 

subject cl.u;rin."" tho rOC" f.'.S. IIe thou---ht it nir:ht 1'~ 8. 

f~ood idea for .l:'hi1i:p :mel Fairb"~ir:n to c OT"J.e over i n J.1Cr~ on 

(116 ) For this s~e th~ letter fron Ellis to }hilip, 26 . 9 .35 . 
C!UOted L• full ir. !.:acmillan : B, B f' nil B, p:p . 137 - 139 . 
:i.'!->is rays +"''1.t Glc>re1{" referrc:< to ~ :pmnphlet r nt :i tlcd. , 

he t.hou...,.h t "1~ro·rative of everts t;i!rt ic!'l :pr~ce'~ed the irrupt­
ion of +h .., Caf:fers , n 'Dur1i~en in Grah"'.rnto·:·n . Ellis 
""ld Buxtor cl id not know it P..t "".11 . It if1 nor<" th'ln 
1i1rely to h av<> teen God.lor;to:n ' s :par-:t:phlct., l"'rt I of 
~·:hich ~·rts :rmblishcd iT 18~5 . ( (See lrem elssb hn I , 610) ) 

(117 ) 11-:io. ·ar:d lfflcmill'"'n : 13 , B f'.rcl B , :p . 1 :1r. . 
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dnrin~ the next session to r·i v-e the ir "i".:l:por+:1.ilt ev:t-

de nee . " Am he \'l'\~ c onter·1:pl ". til'l-- f"Oinc to the Goverl'l1"'.ent 

"'.!'d. urt~in.r· + hc=a to sus .:pend ~he ratifi~ation of the 

t:~.:.t'T!lll'"'e 1ents 'l'.'"ith res1>e~t to th~ :nerr Province o .(.' C"~.ffre-

JE.:nd til l th0 or:t~:U- w~ cm:rne of tt1e i "rrtr b.nd 11een 
(ll f! ) 

Slow to 11:--t, ns usu~l, hor•evPr , Eu.:.cton di{1. r othinr; 

u~til , on ?.3 f-epte"l1;er , n :n,~·s of l etters :frei"l Fhi l i:P 

nrri"IJ"ec. ·at L.1CS . 1-'.omlo U<1.rtero, just il"J tir.1e ;·'or one of' 

of D'Urbar. ' s proros~0 ~olicv . J.t;llis nt once -ot i n 

tcmc.r.. ·:Ii t h :.u.xtor , ~w~ t!;.rco 0"1;';T~ l'ltc:"", on "'(, S~"~:ptem'l;~r , 
(119) 

the~y· hr;ii_ their first irtn ~ri<"''.'l ":-ri th Glenel'-t'Y . !~.,ram 

Ellis ' s account , it seems cmi tc c l t::'ar t~b"l.t s..hi~ •:r'l..c the 

firC't ev:i.d.er..cr- of :Phil ip ' r,o ve rs icn of +hr:? c ur-e8 of th11 
{1~0 

vr-:-.r t1:.n.t crone to Glcnclr,o ' s heari ::.'l.-; . BlL~ton :vroeeeder 

1-hilip vm.··· , of' course , c-.uo tec. 

ext0nsivoly on ')ll :pointF: co!'.Ylected. \iith the c:1-nc:-es of 

the wm~ , 08 al..<:Jo v1ere Poss nnd. other I!lissiona:t·ies :from 

+.he f'r ontie r areas . 

8[':n.irst tl!e extel'J~~on of' th c l<'rontie r i11 order to pro teC!t 

t'-lr> for::1er 't'tere 'brou:~ht l111fl e r the Co~l.T'la:ra o nystel"' , 

(( this must h~ve 1··cen :P"'rt of T':ili:~ ' s T!'rtt.Ari~l: it d i d 

not a:p:pear in Stockc~ns"7;:roY.1 T s evid.en<H'! ) ) "+ o .... :et!:er i·.ri th 

Capt . Stoclwnotron T <1 e'lridenr>e i;ha t for t~i s purpose no 

( 11 8 } Gurney to l:'hilip. *'8 . 3 . 7l5 . :t·8c~illan: B , B p.~tl B, 
p~ 1 36 . 

(119) Ibi~ . 
(1?.0) Ell is to .!:'hili..., . 2{; . 9 . ~5 . tiac~illan: 13 , B 1nt B , 

:pp . 1 38 - 1 39 . rrTb_e cof'ilu~t o-f' !.ta.co:.:o ir ref us i.r:r t o 
1··itJ'ldrm: his c11ttle f':r001 i;he :proh i bitef' t ·rrito:ry , th0 
r-rer.tt increnRc of th,.. c e:prco.nti ons of th,., Caffe rs , rhich 
occasione0 t'1e T1ore urt~'e?"lt C()r:rplaint~ of th~"~ CoJ.o· i~ts . 
np:p~arer to ' e ::ee:ard.ecl lly Lord Glcr:el ~; FIS the cC\usef! of' 
the vmr , ro~ the increa""ccl f'IP(Tef"sions cf the Co1or'ists . rr 
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(121) 
extension of the bol..lX'd ary \·rag recesss.ry . " 

This \7oul0 'l:p:peflr t. o 1'1e th·' o:nlir aspect 0f StocJr.en­

strom' s evidence, or, indeed, an.y of the evid.enc c , brought 

The chief coY>ccrn of I3u.xtor, Ellis 

t>l"'d Glerelr; Wf.J.s the c "~uses o:r the -r;rar. 

i ate c ;,u....ses I?X(1 t:!'le eo:nd.itions :prev[l_ilinr~ just before 

the outbreak not one of the i"fi tnes~es exar1i11 ed. in Aum.1st 

was in a. posi tlon t o eiire first -hand i J.,:ror r:m.tion , althoum 

Mnny of them 11ere a--:kea for their opi:r ions about T:rhat hoi!. 

occurr ed a:n.c~. the :polic~r t'~1at '"'as l:einr foJ.lm·red. by 
(1".2 ) 

D' Urbru, . 

BuxtoE' s onn a.r> eotwt o~ tho i n t erviev.r r.'ith Glenelg 

presents '1 plc'sip~· pictn:r.e : 

r gave our nei7 Colo11.ial SecrPtary r-t <1isrmisi tion to 
ny heart ' s <:"-o:nte:rrt, on the tren.ment o:f savar:es, the 
death of Hintza , the atrociti0s of v•hitc men, and above 
all, 0 1., t.he respons ibili 1i j_es of a Secretary of' State; 
ard I a:nsured hiT'l thr:.t I km~;" there· v!sts a c orner i n 
the r.ext rrorl'" ~-:.otte r t!'tPJl i;he rest, for ~nmh of them 
as toler~te the abomi.rntions which we -practise v.bro~il . 

Iio r:orc.er th'"" u:n11.rtiJ"DY Glenel~; gave' Buxton to Ul'lcl ers tmn 

thf'.t he felt nboth S Ol1Yidly n.l'J.fl \'lari'Tlly" OY' r:m.t..:ers South 
(12~ ) . 

A.:fricrtn! 

The upshot of the intPrviP.W war thnt G1.ePelrr re-

q:D.este."l f1.1.xton -!: o sunp l ;- 'l"l.i~ r:i.th i'..ll -f:.hc i nfor"1i:l.tion 
(1?.4 ) 

he could. l f'y hnno s on . Buxton nt o11ce d irectoc his 

( J.21 ) I bi c . • p . 17i8 ,. fJ.'his v;r-:.s, :pres1nna1 ·l7.-~ fl.. ref'c-reroe 
to Stoc1<:f1nctrom ' s oni.l":ior. tr:'l t i :rc1e·oer'1.e.nt tribeR should 
'be left to tl1emsB1 v~s as -"'ar r s :poss i'ble. He \"!R"" rot 
~ct11ally c:.uestio.IJer"! o.irPctly on tlH:1 S~Ubject o:r D' Urbai'I. ' s 
extension o-f' -f;h(' coloni a l l)ou.nde...ry . 

{12~ ) e . p; . Questio!1R :--'Pout t;1"e exrml~inn nf tl1-e K<:tf':f.'irs 
:pu.t to Sh ~l.\"T . Q . 749 - 7 57 . A .c . ninute~ }')f . 64 - 55 . 
7 . S . :::5 ; a'~',., to Stoo"lce~AstroM e.bou.t thP de~th of Hi:r.tz:?.. . 
0. . l •tOl- 11107 . A. C . ·- i.nutP.8 p .. 1 56 . 28 . 8 . 25 •. The 
prcs~iP~ of the~e nnest~orp , despitn Stocke~Rtrom ' s 
obviou.S'I rclu.ctnnce to c w~i t himsP- l f i:r. any way on a 
:'1D..tter of r:hich he had no pers onal knowlef! .'""e , su,...,.gests 
tbat + he Co"''lmi ttr->e - or Buxton at an:v rate, - m'-l.f-.' seeV:­
i:r.g S\Jin'ort :for the info:r'Plation he ha~, fr or'l :Phili~ . 

<rm) Buxton to Hiss En..~to .n , 28 .9.35 . i.~emo irs of ir 
T.F . B1~ton , p:p . 366 - 367 . 

(1 24 ) EJlis to l'11ili:p , 26 . 9 . 7>5 . Macmilln;n : B, B ar.o B, 
I> · 1 38 . 
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sccrf'tn.ry, ~nr. Gt1r:nc~"' , to ',:ll'f':tm.rr:- ::. c1 ireot o-r I'hil i'P ' o 

ln~tf'I'D t 'i:o~m.wc "! {:o '1-r-li~"'V<:. th'1t ~l'! ,.,.1-lo c1i:·est oi' 1:~ere 

lettem'; ntt~~·i.n~ oloe"!C' 'f;o thn t("~rt, Dit"'"'t snvo '1. :rutio:n 

o-r 100 ,.000 lein("C'' , t'.!'~ s0vernl flonriri' i!"~r" n1ns ions , 
( 1'"'~!3) 

f: .. om C'o<Jtl"1,ction . 11 01., hio o~ :!.ri'"' tive, c.rd ···ith t.l,c 

:;'1.llctior r. ~ one or two of t'h (' !11r .... etora 6f t . c J o!:'1 nn 

~::tf:'r:io ·~"'.:ry So~ict:·, Socrctt:'..ry ~J lis ::tn1r.tf'i.r-oo t1'!o col'l ... 

t~ct r·i.A.'h G-J.~J~el~. fO!'\!nr:1irp ~"'17.nnr1.~n.ti~"~lm D~.~ letters 

fz·o'"1 ? hili""' '"'!'' o+t.cro , -:nr, r:C'c,:inr rr>UC~~tc~ pcrsor•cl 
(lnG ) -

1.n.tr-~1t::,•.•n . Tl-Jc !l".:'O' -;.t·l c cr.Jr1:n~s ::1r of hiA c1 ioe-:1ro1ono 

io sur~r;cntC'··1 l·:t· hi n r('('ltl.e ~·t ":o 1'hili!' to nrwr:~ h:1 '1 "th(' 

:r:~llc-t !'f! .,?.;rorro:cct cvie cnr-c" p'1Tt:!0ul "'1"1-· on thr. i'e'1t·~ 

Of :· .il!tS C. , "':l"~ ./.;!\(. <'u'""TCDC'i0nr: 04" th.C" C ,...·lfl'"':lfltO C'"' f.1 
{1""' '7) . 

ccu::o "' ... tl~c tlfl.r . ~~,.(.\ c~Ci'"'cr~c rrr ·licr: t.~T0t"' .. rh F.11:1s 

cc.n"'ti 4·ntcl' ":'"'(' i:m.l}: o·" ·'·h" ir-:'orn11tif"'l1 l'"'.ic1 ~e~ore 
(14"}8 ) 

GlC"!~Blr• • 

On 10 O~to1'·f':r 1 Cl~G, :o~ .. ~~~tnl'l no:rt to C"1 0 ..... 01 ,.. "vnr' nus 

C1Q(~l1'"'1Pl: fl relntiVO t;O t'lr CQ:l;.-,'11"' .. 0 r:~·r•ter'! , tJ--e Q,.,_.rofre 

(1'1:>5) F'w:ton to .:1 f" T>t.ttto ... rn .9.?5. 1:1Q'1o1tn of' S~f 
_ t .1', ::-n:r.:ton. Jll) . ~c G - "i~7 . 

C'!l.C') !JoomillrLl'l: :3 , TI :1:rt" n. r . 1.~9 . 
<r'7 ) Ellir. .,.o lhili -:: . ~t- . 0 ,.715. I1'1.11":lil l ::n : .!: , :3 ':l-,rr, r, J! . l~9. 
( l~n ) u~ooillnn: :n " :n ~r~, ";. li . 109 . Footnotr· or .~.he 

vo1•mc 1C .o. -"'·81160 . ir~ :··~.ich C'·l('!"<=l·,... .ln.rl r:.ll 1-'.in f'ou:rncs 
collectet' • 

(ln9 ) Bm:tm1 ~-o Glo~ E:'~·,..,. • 10 .10 .~5 . !~enoir8 o:" 0ir' T .F . 
TilX4ton. 2 • 3G7 . ·-·. 
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from the e arliest l e+.ter to his dau~bter Quoted nn ove , 

he secr1s to hf'Ye relied upo~ thf.l..t to c-:>.rry the nece ssa~r 

r.;eieht . 

G1enelc cloE)S seem to htwe triea to 'keep an open !'!lird. 

But eviae.ntl~- the i:nf'orD'l.tion vrhich he recei ver in October 

h~r'l 1·hc effect Buxto:r antic i:p"ter • 

Glel'lel .::; hal SYf11!l·S' over to thP Ellis - Buxton vieus on 

the ~j,,st:lcr of D ' Urbn.n ' s lhi-" pol i cy. He \'lrote t o D ' Urban, 

t':!f.l..rr:.irr hit! that the existi~"· inc1irn.tion vras to dou1)t 

"the ju~icr· , r..11d in n ler~c::r de grf!e the ne0essity or 

the :polic:;"" , of thc.t ~0ouisitio11." anr~ instructl:n.n- him · 
( 130 ) 

not to co::1i t +'t-j8 .""ov,...rnnent !'.n~ further either way . 

By Decemhcr , t}'l~re t711.S f'till r-o fu.rtf1er :i.nfor7Tl'1tion 

frnm D 'Urr~ar , 3.rt'l Glcflelr,-11r~?luctar.t1v compell ed. to draw 

7lfl.l1Y conclusions frow. leE!s q,ut,~el'\tic sourc~s of iri'orn~t:io :n , '' 
(131 ) 

drew up the r:otorious fl es:patch of 26 December 18:?5 . 

The c~ocuments upon 't:hich he h-:a .. !'l.~oa 1-lis cor.c1u.s ions , 

Gl.e.nel{" iPfor".'led D ' Urhor , !1qd rcen n c arc full y rec orded 

i.i1 thi P' o:f'fic0 .. . to rennin he r e ir.. vinclic ·· t inl'l. of' the 

opinions 0 edn.:cd fro1"1 thf'I;l" - JlT~"S 1l!l.'\1:' l y those (X) ntained 
. ( 13~ ) 

in .Papers rclati:n.r: to i:hf' ~·;!lr Qf 1835 , the bulk of ·;;hich , 

Soci0ty so'..1T(>CP . 

atcl~;· cle cj f'live critic ism of D ' Urhal? ' s p ~"~lic ~"' c nme froM 
(137> ) 

El lis . Arfl he >:Pry :perti~entJ.y obs~rvPs tJ,at , 'l.l thouph 
( 1~4 } -

the G o!"ll'!li tte<' tooJr evicle1Jcc t11Tou..e•nout :\:ur;ust , on 2.6 

Septr'mber Glenelg st. ill hac; , a:pparontl;~ , o:rly onE' VfT sion 

of the c 'lUP c s of' ~tl e t·w..:r • .1.nxiou.s1y awni tL:: further 

( 1 30 ) Gle.nel,. to D ' Urhn.n . 20 .10 .3 5 . Quote" i n ~.Iacmilleltl: 
B, B ~d B, p . 141. 

( 131 ) UacT'liJ ln.n: 13 , B and. B, p . 1&. 7 . 
( 13? ) C .o. 48/16 5 . S0e }!acmillrm : B , B 'Ul?l. B, p ~ 147 , 

footrote . • 
( 133 ) llac':li11w. : :B . B r..rd B, :p . 141. 
(134 ) l!ac!'lillnn hr'..~ it "all t'hn Su .. "'lmcr" 77rJ.ch in an 

C"Y.a.ncC'ration - t 1vc Co•U!li ttec sat :fr O!'!l. 31 Jul~,.. 183!) to 
31 A1,[';11St 19::Jf5 . 
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first-rwnd. ne ·;s f'rorn t!1s C~pe, G1PJ'l.e1 ""' rm .. fl urli1 .. el y to 

hS'.Ve -::1 is:pln.yed ~uch interest i:"l what \-::as r ein . ..,. snid. l!efo:r.e 

tho Conmittee. In Ma.c milla11 ' s o:pir.don , StocJ:enstron' s 

evidence told ~fl i:nst D ' Ur1)afl ' s plal'ls ~ his em];lhn.s is be ine, 

11all on the sror t 0o:P.1i r.c:-s of the ol"' frontiP r s:rstcm :l.l'ld 
(1~5 ) 

ee.n~rally i n f~VOUl' of r'T8:'1.tsr lenienc~ . " But he 

considers that beyond this, tho Co~·1mi ttec hf!(l li t.tl 8 

sc·rious influe :ooe on +:he c ou:rse of eve11ts. Or t1~.c other 

hn..n~. , in De0ember 1835 , Bu.xton rrrote ~ full of rntl~usi!lsn , 
(136) 

t o Znch1ry 1Iacau1ny , telli11; hin of the "nost no'l:'le 

des}!atch" \'Thich. GlenC'l,~ hm s P.:nt to the G::1pe "r0stori11..g 

th e t:erritory \7"' l f.'..tcl ~r stole , to the Ctlffres, a:n<l l ::tyi l'l{" 

clotm thr so11Y"~ en+. :priY'ci:ples, \'lit1: re~:pect t o :fnture intar -

course r.ri th t.l., em ." 

he 1•rote "the jmage risi:nf.? 1 ... 0:1 o:r.e ""10 of tl"..0 ,~,_rrte<l peo-ple 

r estnrea to their l Hnfl. ; of Unc omo, no'l.'' so d.e .ie!')tea. , soon 

amazml. '7itb uYJlookc0 - for reliefn - a passnge which r ,'M~ 

:mnch lP~c Buxton , nm little like "lJ'W S1;ocJrf'nQtrom in­
( 137 ) 

fluence . :But Buxton also ···ri tns : 

IIow F:l an an I thf\t I dio rot pivE' r·ay t o the d. i 'ffi­
cul tic~ o:f obt:?..ir.i::n r;P fl Co""1mittee! .. .. J..'hr evc;"tr nf' t.~ 
WD..I', ~lintza ' s cle...,th ~ n.n-1 .~.h, eJ •~!'\OUl"f' of thf"! set+lers 
for :rr-~:rr!liss ion o.rce :-1ore to s-poi l +.1-tesc "irre~lnimnhle 
s nv'"'{"es , " h'1Ye C '"'ll ,...~ t1"c a tte11tion of the Govcrnr.1e:nt 
to our evidcl'lcP , nnd. co.:-'!i~ ,.. 'J.t the VC"ry nic,,. of ti!lle , 
I have re '1. f-'Ort to }"J'lo··· it 'l.ffrctP:'! +.!, e 11 ecisiorl of the 
o.uesti on . 

IT or. thh~ T!le.;y i nn ic!:!te +'-1'1.t 't.hP- in:fl'lJ<"flC(' of t~e 

eviflence Tia.s ~-ore <leci::dve trf.tl!. liacnill ru1 sr>cm'1 t o thinJ.: . 

nore crcc it t11an r1a~ justifie~ f or the ii'lfluf'!:ltJo of ··•hat 

'7~8 , after all, !'Jj s :pet :project for 18~5 . It '"'eens 

(lq5 ) Ibid . One s:!:'lm'h, l~m?evrr, re C''Utious i ,, -::1si:np,, 
~·j {..hout cu~lifiw· tioY'l, +.hr ex-t:TP. '~sj 0n ' gre."!.+er lenie11cy ' 
i~1 cor:neetior. r,•ith Stoc}renr+;romr s OTliY'lions ~ Tie :1ever 
hesi tatet'!, as t-;ill m1p0'~r , to reco~enl the ,.tmost 
Sf'veri t · \'!hen necocsi t~r a ennnd.ecl • 

(136 ) BuxtontoZ . llr-.cn.u~ ~·y . D.ec . l n35 . l.ie!:loirs ofSir 
T . F . TIPxton . p . 36R . 

( 1 ::37 ) Ibid • 
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prob n.bl e tl-Jut t'ht- l?h.i lip mat erial pl eye~ tbe major :p~rt 

in convi.r:cint7 Gl enelg, DJi n i d-Oct;ober, that th~ra tr<tS n. 

very r.tr onr:- O}):posin." version of the vr':ll" , very d.i fferent 

from the one he had or i t''il1t'.ll y 1>een dis:posecl t o r'Cc e:pt . 

He then rrrote a w..,~~!!inr l etter to D ' Url'o.n , i11d.icnti :n1 

thc.t he incliner!. to a dif"ere:nt vie,.r , bu.t not a.ctu.r1lly 

reco~endiTI5 nny ch~nce of policy as yet . Under :furthEr 

urc;ent :l;)rc ssuxr , maj rly f:rom Ellis - ~·.rh.o on 25 Eovom1~Pr, 

-For ins·:.u•-cc , hrd n :foux- hour intervim·r r:i 1:;1'1 the Colon-
( 1718 ) 

i a l Secretary - Glm'!el~ r;as Yron over t o A. c~..r>fi:-i tP chf'lnt;e 

of :poli cy . 

i.Y.:flu0!K~ed. b~r st-:ch sal :lent f'~"aturef! of the evinence of 

1835 !:!.S tmulr 'be :paiJ:tec1 out by nu"'"'tton - r'tS he hn.B. d.one 

on ?.5 Septembf.' r , 'for instn.:rce - 1..,ea.rill.g" out the vievTS 

GJo:nelf" , i t 

must 'te renembere<l 'had. B.TlJ!ainr..tl;y ini tially r een cau.tio'lls 

about the Phi lip Vf.'rsion of affair s o.nd h~d. not S\7allorred 

it n.t once . Such points of cor.fir~ation ns coula be r ot 

fr o:.t t hP evictcncf' of other I'Ji tne::' ;.cs accmainter with the 

Cape VfO"ld. nn.turnlly hn.ve P.i d.c·' :Buxto.r i:n urginc:- action 

UJ!Ol'l Gl e:nel (". Ard. it is very por.Js ible that , "'IJ on 26 

SeJ)temb r.r , so c::teain lc.:ter , Euxton referref frpecificall~,. 

to points i l'l Stoc"'-PI:.~troJ11 ' s evidence , ·with i"h.ich he had 
( 1~9 ) . 

:profcs~!ct"~ himRel :f "d.elighted . " There are , :1o"~:rever , 

feat1.1res 0f Glenel g ' s December C.espn.tc~., , 1··hich '·.r:i.ll be 

ind.icaten in Chnpte1' III , ~r 1i~I~ 811"'8P~t th"t t he h 00 ry 

no means of hir: o1:m accord !!lnde a:ny very inter:..<:tive study 

of S-l:;ocJ>::c:nstrom t s evi dence . It seems , t~er~forc , th2t 

one n houlc. IJe 'rl1 nps be wary of ove r - em:pha.s iz i.n(" the sr:ec ifi c 

influ.er..ce of tris evi dence u:pon GlenelG i·n the c.rawiii..P, 

(138 ) 
( 139 ) 

Macmillnn : 
J!n.cnillan: 

B·, JJ ru:trl :B , :p .. 139 • 
B, B ~nd B, r . l~b. 
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up of the December rJ.es:pnt.ch. 

The question flriscs then; t'Jh!"'. t influence cr~.l" 

Stockenstro'n ' 8 evicle:rce i11 1835 he ~air1 to h ''l.Ve hr.-~d upon 

Tltnt :he h:i~s<llf 

anticips.tea no snch result hPn been mt:~~-c clear . Was 

b.i.s evitle:nce c. ~njor f'1ctor in deciding· Glenel p- to send 

:for hin? 

In fR.ct , tho a:proint"'cnt of StocJ·::enstrom rnnreP-eni~ed 

fh e execution of 11. r~comm.e 1Tlution •rhich h~. cone f r om 

~hilip as early ns J~Paary 1835 . In his en:rlicst 1e tters 

to rm~to:n [l.fter the out'bre'"tk o-r "':h0 1'!':.!',_ ~hilip e··:,p~u: 3 iz cC:. 

the eSSl"'nttBl oi' r 11 rr.·forn: "The aff'airs 0 ·r th0 :front i~"'r 

.:-n.tst "he c onsie;nea. c·::tirely t o a c1:vil agency; exc ln1 e 

J~he military in <-.11 CT;:) :i.no..rv circumstn:r!(~es fr or1 me-" a li11 o: 
(141) 

w~+J, +he affr.irs of th!"' c '!.f:f're:.:- . n Ara. hE' tl!'{"<:n tl:en -

1o·,r befo·l'...- Stoc1rcnstrom ':8.Ve evideme , or IhiJ ip c 01,ld. 

have ~r::novm o:f his rec o·1.M.f'I~dat"Iil.ons in the 1ett~r of 5 rro,:el -

ber 1 834 to· Sprinr:- Ricf' , "~-,c 1.t .roted - the retm'n of 

Stockenstrom , a capable civili~ Phose re.'1ova1 in 1803 
(142 ) 

he hel~ to be a m~in c~use of tl1e r~x . These letters 

were a:mor,..,.st th c m'lRE! of lett0rs fro11 Ihilip to , .. hich 
. (14:3 ) 

Glf'nc1,... 1 s ntten+.ion h""~ l'e"'n co.lloo . 

When Glr:mel'"': fi11clly maC!e u:p his ""line, -i~h::t a new 

:policy t'' ou1.d. h e.ve to r e :follm·reA on the ft'ont if'r , ~nd 

d.eciclea to appoint a Lieuteno.nt- Goverror t.o car~r it 

out, he T.ust naturally , nt oncE-> h t?.ve tnr:nefl hiE=' l'lind t.o 

tho possi b1e c n.ro inates . 

policy on principles , argtwents and infor'~':lation su:r>:nlied. 

ooin.ly l)y Dr . I-hilip . It vras theref'cre natural that he 

(140 ) Stockenstron re{"eive.-1 GJ e!le1{" ' s letter su..-rn!1oning 
him to London on 4 December 18?>5 . Auto . II. 28 . 

(141. ) Q~;otcct 1fac!"lilln.n : B , :B ar!l IS , :P • 119 . .l:'hilip 
ovident1r- urgE!d this :point i1.,. ~11 his lE"tters . 

( 14~ ) lhcmill nn : B . B ~n0 TI , :D . 119 . T'he r0fere:nce is 
evide:rtl;.~ to Philip fs lett0TS of 23 n.m 27 Jr.nunry and. 
17 February- se0 footnote . 

(1A3 ) JJa.c"'!ill ru1 : B .• B nne• J:, p . 151 . ~·ootnote . 
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shoul.tt consider !'hili!'' s rec ommen1'1.tion of Stockenstrom 

8S ~he ri{'"ht rtan for the F~ster.n Fro11t ier. Such :p ot<?.n.-

ti~'..l card.idates as Colonel W.,_d.e, a.n able !'!l!).l'l ~:.rho hnd. 

8J.rer1.cly helcl the :position o:f Actine-Goverrlor ~ :·:o u~ct, of 

cou.r~c, not h~ve ·been taken into considr-rotion, since 

P.hili:p -r;as sc:r insistent t'h.P.t a civil r.mthorli;~r \'Ias re-

qu.irea • 

It i~ ].)robo.ble that Gle:nel~ 1:·;- erJ no thin,. at !lll of 

Stoc~-:0llfltrom - he kner.r little e!101.\.~h of ney Cn..:pe affairs 

r:hen he took over t!'!.e Coloni:U Offic0 , aJ)pa.rcntJ.~~ . Tie 

hDd ~.1.nd. no contact •:·it.h hin C!.urir.r; the tjme that Stocke:n­
(14:1; ) 

fr';ror.:l \"TaP CiYi:nr, eviclence .. · If he r.P.estio~ecl t'te Ur:0er-

Secretaries> horTever, or co.nnultec'l the files, he w o,JJ.;~_ 

Colonial Office. .As Lm:.a.d.ro::::t of Graaff-Reinet :for l"'lal'l y 

succc ·~ sfu.l ~a.mi:ristrati on \rhi~h had ma.d.e hir1 n.r.. orvious 

flr.d popular c hoice for the :poRi tion of Co"'iiniss ioner-

General in 18~7- a :positior., incldcnta ll;r , reoonmenrle(• 

by th" Co~.:miesio:ners of Inquiry for very much the sa.~.e 

:ptrr:poses n.s the Lient~:> rn-nt- Govt?rnorshi p cox1te ·~Tl. l ated by 

Gle.nelr;. 

\7i th th8 ae.;.:u..rances of th t"' Colonial Office that 11.0 stigma 

ever n sui tt1.'hl e office t-;ec '"'::"le ~:va.ilahle. 

r ec..C! inoss s o to FJerve the Cane ap;ni n 'ia.& on rec ora. il'" 
'" (145) 

his l e tte r of 16 J am1m--y 1834 . <hrl t e apart therefore~ 

fro'TI ary eviden'=·e 1:>ef' ore the Co·"'nl ttee , or recor:une r:d.2tion 

fr om :Philip, it ~'l ou.lct no+ hev~ ,. ee:n uholly surpris i ne 

or · unna tural for Glenelg to c ont~Mplate Stocl:enstrom as 

Lieute'l"lU!'lt-Govc :rnor . But it seems n ore than likely that 

Ihili:p' s s U{"P"CSt ion 't'laS the f"ec~ if! ill{' ff.'.ctor. 

(144 ) 
(145 ) 

Letter of StncJ:e r~strom . 
Stoc}s:eXl.strom to St.o.nleir . 
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S·'::)c1ccnstro"TJ receive·~ Glcl1~l:.:~'s sum!l1ons, 1·hich ~ave 

no hint of ~otive, on 4 Dcccmrer 1835 . 

recorcl ed in his me·:oir~ 1 ator, "m- :pcr>,l!'iary "'!Pru~s v.:ere 

by this tir:e :pretty r:ell erbefl > ar.r: I 'Wa"Vl no ohf'.l'lce of 

keepin.n· u:p ~ deccn.t est~~l,lisi,ment f or r.1~ .. fa?!!iljr in the 

Tiorthcrn Cn.pi t'l.l whil st I trs.s trrvellinr h!'lc'kt7n.rds an1 

( 1~::€ ) 
for-.r~.:i~ds .. " ~his, r-o cloubt, vJr:s true.· But s '1.t the 

snmE> ti"'le, it is likely t'!:..'t StocJ:enntrorn hQ,jj_ a f n.irly 

Ghrf"~::d icler'.. why tJ1 e Colo.::l.al Secr0.tary shon1.r. 1)8 sending 

for him P:pcci".lly , nhen ho nust have :-:nonn tra t Dt oc1ren-

strom 1·.rn~ Clxe to ~ e in JJond.on by J!a:r.ch 1836 in acy case .. 

Lonclon durin-" the firr;t n eek in Ja:n11.~y . 

Glonel? hac1 hr~rcl of D 'Ur~ ar T :;! revisel September :po1ic:v. 

His first ste:9 r;o.s th0refore to a'3'k for Stoc1~el1stro~' s 

opinion on t.hc ~oncral stnto of the Eastern Frontier 

"mel p:~rticulal."ly D 'Urban ' s row trc i;y ;orith the chiefs, 

!'J'2~ for hi:c: S1Y"'"'cstions :::s to the ·_-:olicy to 1:-c s.c o:ptec'l • 

In a lonf" lettPr , dntcc1 7 J~.nunry 18~5 , Stoc!:enstrom 

c cm:r;lied. , ·--i th a c O."lJ:rP.l':e:nnivc critic ism o:f D ' Urr·an ' s 

J?Olic:v , 0.-n::'. hirr m··n reco~t"1c~'fl.f'~tions for the n0ttlcZ~ent 
(147 ) 

of i-hC' frontier :pr o'hl~ . 

I f GJereli"'hod lool::ed at Stoc1~e.nf1tron ' r- evi~~£-Y'~e 
) 

:previously , he hf'.cl ~rp:parr·:ntly not fourcL it srrffic ifl:nt 

in itself to cor:vince him that Stockenstrom was the 

]'or it vm.s only a.fteP sev-::.Tal intE'rviews , 

durir.[: the course of · -hich GJ,..nel{~ presu-nably confi!'!!led 

t:mt Stocke-l"'strom was n.t o~e T, -ith the r.:rinc:i ples Ui)Ol'l 

·vrhich he , .. i &hed to base his f:rantiPr p olicy, tha t he o~:fer ­

ecl Stoc:~en-:-tron 4;hc posi ti~:m of Lie:J.ten.'1nt-Govornor . 

(146 ) ~. II, ~8 . 
( 147 ) .Auto. II, Il:P. 30 f:f . 
crrtio~f Stocker~tro~ ' s 
cussed ftlily in Chnp III . 

I n this c":'l.se too th~ i:n:pli ­
TA~0"'1!11err'l.t~ons "'ill 'ic ris-
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StockcnE"trom recortl s ir l-•iE" Memoirs tJ1'lt he heroi tated at 

ic~.r-llity of Glenele;'s princij;lles 'lfter q_ll the ye'lrs 
{148 ) 

of :'listaken :policy. l3n.t his Oi'JD en.p;-e!"l'less to hol0. 

of·"ice ) . .:1 a usef'ul :posi tier, the importu...'1i ties of hiB 

friends, nnO. :prob'l.bl:y n..lso -oecu:rin.ry· cansideratiol:1S, 

~'~'backed. , v.s I nust conf'efs, 'h;'! ~.mldtion 'lntl :pride , if' 

rot 1-·Y c. hi~'~''IJ.er r.1otive, ~s I trust" maae him 11re0.cUly 

consent to becoMe> t.he i.nst.rn.J.cnt of one of th0 MoBt u:p-

rl_~Jlt , l-)enevolent Str>tC"Sme:n. th n.t hl'if' evr !' l~een C OnTIP~teO. 
(149 ) 

r:i~h tb.o Colo.nics.n Stocken~trom her1 the hi'""hest hon€12! 

of 'heir:;"" f1.1~le to tm"':"! his ~d"1irist:rP..tiV<" flbil i t i ·s to 

GOOd USC ~t l nst . 'ris interviews \-i th Glenelt: e1rid.ently 

i-'"ltisficr1 hir.J. t'!a +. the tC'r-ms of t.r~ Lieute l"n!lt-Uove rr-or­
(150 ) 

The Co··1nj +;tee :re:=m:1e· its £ i tti"4,~ in Februn.17 , o.nd 

St"·Ckr.:rmtr"m an:venreA +.J'l!'ee times it~ Febr~ry , tvrice in 

l.J.o.rc h, anr once o:rt 18 A.,..ri.l . T}'lt=Jt is to say, ~~1 t"le 

evidence r-;iv('\n d.u:ring this session i7:? .. s a.f'tE":r his e.r:Doint-

ne nt N'! Lieute mnt-Gove rr:or . And on 21 A:pr-il 183(:;, 

Stoc1~enst::r'ol:l ~..nrt his fflJ'lily s~. iled :for South Afr ico. in 

the Lo:rci .. ''Jillimn B e rd- in<: l<. . 

( 148 ) Auto. II , ~9 . 
< 149 ) 1bia . • 
( 150) A:rr: ninutcp, Q. 2009- ?011 . p . 2~5. ~~ .~.3h . 

I nteref!t:l :".r-l y erou{"h t 1-'hilj_:p E'Vic1e -v-ttl;,t'" \'!fH1 r'ot in favmr 
o=: thr· c:rC'~tion o:f n.~ Lieu.tenant-·trovr>:rnorsh1.:p . He i'Jrote 
to ~ 1.ucton on 17 Decel!lber ( n;r:fl there:forP , of course , too 
1 ntc to affrct the i .... "'ue ) : "The nro:posal of Ihillins 
<.u '1Scttl er" ) to senl out A Lient'G n~nt-Gmn"·::r.nor iR 'P. 
Gro.h!l..,.,stovrn o:pinion n.J"r'l o:rte t'bf't shoulr. 11ot ·r.e .c t e0 
u:pon ( (nm )) \'Thich is likely to mnke t~i!l<"'Fl warse . The 
:people on tr.e Fronti~r wnnii a little couYr nnon.('O then­
so lves, ~~':1 a T"lftl'l rrhon ~~hey h'9pe to inflt1o:nco ry haYin@: 
hit2 ir t:heir -li0st . The:> or-l:-- rublic man fit for the 
intr diuetio.n o:: the Ne;-- System thn. t I knovl person ally :is 
Stockenstrom, 'l.l'ld it ~·!oul·l " c tn:rt':f i1'1ient in tho ml? 0.rli ire 
to flenc1 him b "Ck ns Conmissioncr- Geveral u ith full ~d 
vrell- define\1 no1·Jers to introduce the new syntem n:nd 
t..·w.tch over i ti? vrorki.r.v·s for a time • rc Uacr1illru1 : 
l3 , B q.nct B, :p . 1 '11. ~,oot1,oto .. 
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I·~ the li:-ht of the alle.o>n.tions a{~ainst St ocken­

str om , wh~ t facts cf'trr 'he reP.;f1.!'0 ed a~ e st;abJ.is1v_,d ah nut • 

this :period. of his career? It is clPa.r that Stocken-

strom 1 eft South Africa embi tt~"'J~e<l ny the f::dlure of 

the Co:;)missior.e:r.- GeneraLship , as a rG~u.lt of "That he 

re:,.,.rcle0 as arl1 i trar y misma!""gen.ent o.r. the :part of thr-' 

colori'11 authoritiE>s . He Yl?..S d.etermi rea. t o res:iF,:n 

ra+l:.er thr.m cont inue t o hold the oJ"'fice "l.S n sinecure . 

But he W()S by no means anxious t o 8ha1ce the dnst of the 

t?o1ony from his fE-et . He had a wife anR family to 

su.:p:port , ne lrne r.r his 017n ca:p.'lbili ties an nn n.dministrator, 

he was denply int,...,reste'a in i.:he Cnpe nnd ~.11 its -problems . 

He represented. his {TieYr-trces f orcibly to th0 Colo:r ie.l 

Office , poss il11~.- v1i th +'-; e hope th~·-~. t his office -:tin-ht yet 

be reinstated UTlOl1 nn efficient bssis • This the CoJ.o?- ­

i nl Office coulfl. not. ao , nn1 the c·o'nmissinner- General-

shi:p ?Jas abol is hf'o • ·Stockenstrom c 011tinued to hope 

t~"·~:t an office, eou.iv!tlent t o that which he had helc1 , 

but on a satisfactory b!lsis , - oula. 'he cre ated , ::tn<l the 

c nlonial Secretfi .. I'Jr' s :promise ' that he *'Ou1<1 ~~a in he 

em:pl oye,'l , ful fillect . I t seems that his hopes wer0 high 

whe n S:pr ing·-Hicf" ~ane to office G..J\d '?T'h en he rec>eived 

~1e questionnaire on fro~ticr reform at t he ena of lft34 . 

His hope pn,-e :pl "lee to a isappoin.tmel1t P.r d l'i tter:ne~ s 

\''hen n.othin{'i 1.'l!lf' cl. one, a:r-1 th ,., Ccn'1missioner- Genera1ffi ip 

· still ra!ikle~ • 

the outbreak of WP~r Ol" the I!~n.stern Frontier - i.e . in 

July 183 5 - th..q:t; Stcc1':e:r.strom fin9.1ly decia ed. to s ettle 

i n Sweden ru1.d. give u.:p aJ~ ill:en. o:r. .q:oi:!J.CI' to the Ce.pe . 

Tie 1:rr: ~· the r l;' f'ore evid.cntl y e f' .. c e r , rigJ'lt 1.21-;til J'uly 1835 

at any rate , to hole. office. 

To s :peo..k of his nara.er.t solicit&t:lo:ns for place, n 

hovTever , is t o exaggerate - perhaps even completely to 
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distort. He certainly ·-,:l.Ve the Colonial Office very 

clearly to u..r.derstn.nl t:hnt he rn1s :prennrt=~r 8.110 ~.rocious to 

~erve at the CapP . He T!W.Y eYel'1 have hintPd n.t m 

appointment in h5.s lt=>tter to Spring-Rice of 5 J'ovember 

187>4 . Bnt hf.' nn...r.not ''-'i th justice be sn.iCI to hn.ve 

solicited for of.ficP . 

it is clc~:r-thn.t l'1otl-]il'l 0 : vra~] further from his thoU{:'hts 

t .han th':lt his r:vid.ence would. lead him to hi .... h of·f'icC' . 

Stocke nstrom app~are0 rt?{or0 the Co~ittee in a ~ooa of 

i.ndif-Pererce , c1isillusiol1_T1lert "l.Y'n. con8io.ern.ble irri tn'tion 

at ? ~~ unexpect("r:l cleln.y in his private arrrtr,.l'7'enents . 

Ire w~s n.chl""ll~~ on his \Tay to s0ttle 111,) his nffairs 'lt 

~-1"10 Ca11e ., prer>n.ratory to sc-rttli.n'=" 111 Sweden , \"ihc;~ he 

was c nll ec +. o th c C o!J!!l.i t tee • Stoclrpnstrom f} irl not r-x-

:pect the fin.itinr~s of tre Cor;r.tittee to i:nfltteroe colori~l 

policy , a.r:~ the orly rf-'su1t he f'ores"'"' from his ov.rn 

cvirlcnce rms opposition :fro,., ccrtni !'l Q1rrters. lle "!ade 

no e.t+.er.1:pt +,o make . Gle:relr ' s n.coueintarcP r.11r1 , in fact , 

avoid.e0 the Color tal 0fficf' . It r1as rot volu..'l'lt"lrily 

t:r.at ?:e SUJ?T;lieCl. th c Co ~~mittoe .._ .. i th n.11 the cvidenne he 
6 

coul(1 "'lust.e r ~.f! to his pr-t~t c rarnntcr in office - he 

1-:ar; evidently sur:priscfl. eYer t1"a.t it \'Tns r0a1~este(1 • He 

uaR, o:f cours e , o.nly f;oo ready to com:ply; he 'las :proud 

of his record, r..nn n.l un.ys rr>sf..y to defend ris character . 

!'!'either can it l~e F~"'S"rted with f'ina.lit;- , Ql,itc 

q,:part f'ror.l StocJ~enfltrom ' s o·rn attitude, th""t ~is evBerY~e 

vm.r- thr !'1o.jor ster:rDil'lf7-Stor,e to his ap:pointmAnt as Lieu.-

tenar.t- Gove rnor . Dnr:i .11.c-• th0 period that evidence 't'Jn. s 

t.rith Glercl.o' exce:pt ir conrectj oY.I ''!i th the business of 

the Cornrtittee , Glenelp ~·ms l'lot , at first , vi+.ally 

i.Ylt("rcstee! i ·" th0 fi:ndin"":s of the Co:mittce, "'l'lcl Buxton ' s 

I 
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closest c o:ntact l7ith hir'l, '"lnd his UE"te of the ev idence to 

support vn.rious c onte1'1tions , onl;:r comme !",~eA.. n earl~l a 

mor.th after Stoc1::e!1strom hact fiY'ishPC1 his evide:ncn. 

Eve!' t.he:n, it seE'ms :pr obal)le th &.t it 1"as l?hilip ' s re­

co-rr:nend" tion, r athe r +,han Stockenstrom' s evi d.ence that 

was the decisive factor i n the su..'Tlmo:ri:rt" of' Stoeke!l.strom. 

J?hilip'n ro0 or:rMP:.rrlation of Stoc"'<:!"'nst:rol'1 hr>Cl nothing 

v.-hai:;~vcr ·to clo wi +.h a.r;r statemet'1ts mP.d.e ry StocJ~em trom 

durin.'"" the tir v:., he was i."'.t Enr:1-?.r.r1 , s inc(\ it w:::.s made at 

.q, time tlhe.n hP- cotllo not 1~ ave k.novm vl11A-t Stockenstr om hao. 

:!mew of Stocke.nstro~ m1fl his pol icy thro1.~7.h lon,: years 

His m n:nect -

ion r:i th 11uxton a r.d his circle cn-r'le a1~out thrott;;:h very 

nor~al ch:~nels . l'hilip he ha.d Jwovm f"or many y€'ars , 

W d h.r.tC1 much i l1 CO'irr:tOl'l. l'Ji.t'h hirrt , C!es:pite their va.ri011S 

hee.+t:>d differences 011 IJnints nf eX}?enie:n~u A.l1a. policy. 

r:·riv.rle ha.fi. h3en , ?~.:rd b ecanc nr,ain of his O'.'.'l:l voli t i0.n , 

an inti:nnte :f.rienl. Far fi"om sceldnt• '1collusion" with 

the Buxton circle , Stockcnstrom st1,d.iously avoid.e~1. it . 

He dio. :not eve.n ma1ce nse of the opporturi t~i of contact 

with l3uxton af:fora.ea l..,y Philip 's ln+.ter 0f introituc tio.n . 

Throup:h l?ri~lo , he nm1e norm'11 s ocinl contact with 

Buxto11. anr1 ot11cr r~ell-Jmovm :ph:i.lnnthropists , "''Jit h \'Thon 

' he ctiSClls~c0 the mattr;rs the.t -rrt?.re of d.G.e:P aYl.o vital 

intF.>rest to thBm nll . He V::neY: tha t they ''.rere :pla:nninp 

1X'!t)ula involve thr ad!!lir:istration. of it b~r +.he colo:r iill 

authorities . Where tha t ca?niJ..,.ir':n \7 ouJ./i touch other 

colo.flis.l authori tics) Stocl-:0nstrom ref u .. ser hie:: offi ci'11 
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ment chB.rnels. 'fhere the c~.J.,,:pairm Sf'<"Med likely to 

touch himself , he was f?_uick to cie::?~md hims0lf , B.nfl his 

J!rinci:plofl , ~..nil his :polic~r , u:- he t:1io i11 th0 memoir o:f 

1JB33 .,na '!;hf' cvidenc~ of 1835 an" 18~f- . JJ' ror1 the {1'ener"U 

tone of th-:-t defPnce, fro'"l reMarks i.!l :privf'lte lettern, 

!:l . .n0. froM sOMe evid e.fl ce i11 l:r m "lc t s 1~<'l:·'rn:t i ve, it d. oes 

r ot S""en th "t St~'~c}·e:nstrom i:t1 M;'" vray A.ttempt0d to slur 

ov<:r tre f'P.ct thnt· d.efirite diff~"re.rcf'S did exist rP.trreen 

triec~ , from a.rly motives vrhrJ. t.ever, to mou.lcl. hiP iden.A to 

suit their o·pinions . 

Yet it h!1.: reen assertr-r th"t the s t:"'..te~ents he 

no.de il uri:r:.rr these ~r·· ars, +,he pri.r~c iplPs he s u:p;>orted. 

~nd. th c policies he :put ·r0rrro.rcl , ~·!ere a c O"lplete t ur:rlinp; 

brck u:po:r:. a,)"lfi d. erial of 1"j s pr.f t cnreel'. It re!!lrti:rs 

J10i'l to see nhf"l. t trut.h tl-J~n-·e 'T!f1Y h'lVe 1'ee:n i:n +.~s A.S-

sertion . To d.o this , n ca.:reful co""1r"'.Tiso:n r.mst re )'1'1.ne, 

of the fl Ol111!!lents relatinr:- to his r olic ie~ t"'efore 18~3 

___ o 
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In.his first inteT'I.ril1w with the Con!'littee, on 12 
(1 ) 

A~+ 1835, StockenRtroro prefaced his evide~e by stat-

irv~ t hat he ~:ne-:~ nothine directly of what har1 reen ho.p­

:perln~<7' nt tlte Cn.:pc s jl"co he hail left, ne'lrl y t11 o an~ ... a 

h~lf ~rars befor~ . He e~lainen thnt he h~d neen doine 

a coY.l.nid eral)le mnount 01"' trflvelling , :1m1 t''Hlt he hacl no 

ccnmur.icJJ.tion , fl irect or i n<'tirect, ···ith arwbor1y nbclong­

ir_c!. to any :p~.rty wh'ltovrr" at the Car~ , hin corTes:pond­
( ? ) 

e.nce teirrr entirely 1:rith hin f amily nnrl J)rivate f:rien1.s . 

Stocke~s~rom profe~sea himsel f r <ady , an3 indoea anxious , 

to e;i ve ~ny i!:'--fornation rrhich the Co'"'~I!li ttre r i r.ht r eouire ; 

for , he s aicl , "I see r othin.t"'' i 11 it th P.t I c n..rl"ot st"te 

l '.·i th perf'~~t fairn~s~; I r·e lO!'D' t o r:o :p .qr~~ .. , hn.ve 1"0 

viet1s to :CT~=>.tif""J , nlii I am nm·i w.connecte~ 1i.rith the 

r:;e:rvir;c . " lh1t he su~rE'~te<l thnt it r. onlc. be bes t f or 
' 

the Co'"1mi ttee to h~ve r c f'e,...ence to th~ letters which he 

hP..d ru.re~cly su'bni tte-1 to the .Secretary of' :::>t?..te . 

ei:'lrr~ ·ec1 all his views on i;he fronti ro r , th~ n~ tives n.nd. 

the office rrhich he ho.d. hel(!_, "'!:~ 'I.'Ti thout thei!l he :felt 

t l,nt the Co-:unittee coulfl. not :r.roceet't re["'U.lr.~Xly . 

t o Stockcr.stro!:! were ba8Pd , in A. larp:c extf-'l1t , upon the 

clocuments to ;·.rhi~h h0 h~cl rr>f'e-rrf>c"! . ?ho_£:l e (l eli ve:r. ed i n 

to thf' Cor1ni 'ttroe m~r e the Memoir snbMi t te·, to the Colon-

i a l Secreta!'Y i11 J.--._nunry l fl714 (it \"Tas v-ritt€'r i n December 
( 3 ) 

1833 ), t he corre:=tponf1<>Ylc~ conne~tecl tTith t.h€' commnn<l os 
( 4 ) 

of 1830 n.nc3 1831 y•hic h was appende"~ t o it , and. the reply 

to a aueE:~tionnaire f':ro:rn thro Colonia l O:ffi~e , r1rittcn in 
- ( 5 ) 

llov...,rtl"er 1834 . The v:lews expressed in these J1l.:pers 

must , therefore , 1-' e tat:rn in conjunction with the f'Vi-

dence actuall y riven ~cfore th~ Committee . 

(1) Q. 451, 452 . h.c . minutes ~ . 39 . 1~ . 8 .~5 . 
( 2 ) I .n Q . 452 , Stockerstro~ T"'}'entet'l tt>is ir trro places . 
( 3 ) A.C. ~irutPs , pp . 99 - 10~ . 
{A) A.c . :'iinutes, :p:p . 102 - 117 . 
( 5 ) A .c . mi nu.tPs t. Jl:P . 117 - 1 ~:'1 . , 
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Stockenstrom ' s ev-ioert sensitivenesr: to f').:n,.y critic -

ismt r: ither on ... en. o:r i.:~mlied_ , of his r·olic;r aP Commiss i oner-
,_ ( 6 ) 

General , ht"'.S been :poir:t0.·~ out . That he r c.o/arele0 his 

<?V:i dence as in. the nnture of a def'e.nce of himsel f is 
( '7 ) 

clear ~ Indeed , he saif as much_ to the Comm:i.ttee . 

This :prob 11.bly ncco'tmts :ror the tt1~pare nt enrer.ness with 

v·!hich Stoc1~cnstrom s OU""h.t out :.tll the testinonin.ls to 

his character tihich he could. l·'"'~,Y 11rtlil s on, ,._,hl!'n the ... '€' 
( 8) 

ner~.., re 011.e~ted b~r the Co--:!~·1tttce . I t ru. so offers a 

Into the correctV~ess or othP.r:J i~ e of Stoc'ke'"stroP!.'s 

viev1 oi' th0 Co"~missioner-GeneralAhiJ? it is n .. nnecessr.l.ry 

to en.ter 111. tl.et n.il : the r ros Q_,J1.f.. con8 hn:vC' 1;ee:n dis-

cu._c; p,ec1 by J .D , Pit:nan in his t he P! is on +hat period of 

The evider.~e trhich c aus00 moBt d.iscus nior , r>nd. 
(g) 

prove~ 2ost obnoxious t o Moral Tiob nnd his nssociates 

in the: Cit;: of Sain ts ~·ms , of course , thn.t coreernil:£" 

tl".e causes of f:rontir•r d. issc.n.sions, the c O""'!l?.:rf'l o Si-'"St:en 

an~ the behaviour of thP frortic:r colonists, ''! it!'l SJ!P.0 i r!.l 

refere !1cc to t'h..e Erasmus c~se . Was ther.-:' a..r.;.r v~lid.i ty 

i•~ 1:r.eir ::tllegntions c onc~rrjJ'JP" Hhgi; Stockenf!tro!!! hn.cl t o 

E'!~Jl of r-~ 11 these thinr s i n l 805T 

( G) See Chnp . II. 
( 7) Q. l38P . A. C . ~inute~~ ~ · 150 . 28 . 8 . 3f> . 

"I Q.l\1 r.o volunteer he re , I am clr~.r.-{ror into t 1 ... i s 1n1siness • 
I maJt :· e said a :L':'lost t o 1: e on my dei'ence, 1~ut I h<J.ve 
r:o c <tuse to shun the co nt0st . n 

( 8 ) Q . 1380- 1385 . A.C . minutes , p:p . 14,8 - 15? . 28 . 8 . 25 . 
( 9 ) A nmckname f or God.lonton, usef!. by Dr . A . Ca cr,pbell. 

See an 1mc1ntefl lettel" to Jr~rflil'l.e, in tr·.., l'nrliniTte rtqry 
Li'brnry {ll.endelsso!1..n Lirra r ;r ). 
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( 1 ) 

Asked for his oyd.rti0.l'l with retf.!'.r d to "the renote 

a11d :proximate cq uc::f' s 0f t h€' frontier <1 issensionsn Stocke:n-

strom :proceed.ecl to r-ive a resume of hi~ interpretation 

of the relations of the colonists 1·:ith the various Yl"'.tive 
( 10 ) 

tribes . from thP e9.rliest dn.ys of +he SEJttlement . 

He descri11ed the tr01.ible a co h <:lvin~ or i p;inater1 ;.d. tr ih e 

gradun.l "el'lcroua hrn.f'nt i n .A.fric A.n t Prri tory" sincP. the 

middle of th~ sevAnt~"erth cc :r:tnry . 

rC' sif:tod as nuch as the y couJ.0. , '!.TI~ thore ".ras "a g re""t 

<leal of mutual slaUP."hter ~na bl oods hed .• " T"J.e Hot +,El'l tots 

r'";Tatua.l l y "bec11.me servile amone the whitP. eolo.niststt or 

retre~t0d i rto the desert:? 'beyoY'd thr "horr ers , a.rd nbeing 

perseented by all clasf!E'S, cle!':e nernt0r t!l t o .t.!\1'! stf.l te 

ifl rrhich the r 0!!1airs of the'!"'l flXist nt t:he :present .moT.le rt . " 

Si;.dlar n i g:ratj OliS of the wlli te colon ists too"1r pl 9.c e 

alo . ."l" the coaeot t<1-'.rn.nls tll " South- e P.tP-t ; "the Caffres 

encro"'..c hf!cl tam:.tr c1s the \/est ns the ,.rli.itec; encroq,che~ 

townrds the Ea.-·t ;" the Hot ter tots a. iss;ppcare~ l'?et'.'roen 

them , '1r:i1 ."'t l ast , tl-> r t'·;o f:l' O'lJ.:ps eDme i11to eont~,~t . 

For a ti:--e they lived. :peaceahl;v . r11+ a t l<1<1t di s-pntos 

:pl sr.e . u 

1778 nnrl a.<"~in i n llccartney ' s ti rr~ o , "to control fn:rther 

eroronchments o:n th,... :pn.rt of the w:ri t t-n D.t~air:st tho 
( 11) 

Caffres n.11r"'l othe r nnt ive tr ihe~ . " This wns ::t restrict-

ive bound~ry li.n.e t o :prr:vent the 1.-TI.i-tes f'ro!!l eoine 
(1? ) 

i'u..rther, a.rrl. the territor~! 1 t enclo~en 1.7"l.f1 i 1"' JlOSRe~sion 
( l ::S ) 

of the i'!hites . Eut the colonists aiel. not S11C(>~"ed r.t 

( 10 ) 
(11 ) 
( 12 ) 
(13) 

Q. 523 ff. A. C. -i~ut~s , DP · 43 - 50 . 
Q. 5?5. A. C. minut~s, p . 44 . 
Q . B26 • Irid. 
Q . 5.87 . I111a . • 

14 . 8 . 35 . 
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as the Sunnays h i ver o·f the> Kaf:fi r s , anc1. "after many 

~r:ressions on roth s i de s , " t.h t:> K'1ffj.rs retaineo. :po sses ­
( 14 ) 

sio.n of the Suu.rvel d . Thi fl terri tor y r e':l'l.ined a 

'bone of co.nt -J1tion 'hct· rre!l the t"'O e"TOUPS Ul1t:il fin3J.l y 

the ,C7ovcr nnent clecic1 eA to eXJ>rl th0 Kaf f i rs nl to . ..,.ether . 

On Bal ed on ' s i.nstructj r;''S , CoJ.lj :rs t onred. the front i cr 

in 1 R09 , accompnniACI. 'hy Stoch:mr~trol!l him ... e l f , r-1110 mn.de 

To .... ·ar. s th0. clo~e 0 f 1811 , a 

mil i tar:sr nrn Eu.rche:r Force under Co~ one1 GraPn?!l eXJ;>e1 l ed 

+he Kaffi rs , nr.d. th0 Dutch f...,mers i1"ll!led.iatel y :pnrti':'..lly 

occ up±ed. tb c tr.,~ri t ory .. In 1817, Lora Charl es Somerset 

visi te0 the :front i er , assemble 1 the Krrf f i r chi efs ~.nr1. , 

n:fter a l ong discussio:n , it vrr.t..s d.e~ta.eR for the first 

time thr t t"-le J or•.cl eov<n'nme nt shoul d r e{';'"'rr"l tiai k'l as the 

On this occasion( too , 
l B) 

Somer set ~introc1:nce~ -th 0 1!'"'tr ol nno rt=>prisc.l sy~tem , 

where'Py "a {~J:cnt door to i rre?"'li?...ri ties vrn.., op-:-'r.cr"' . n 

" ••• su'bse f\uent experience has pr ovea. , " s~id StockC'nstrom , 

" th . .r'.t, i r. 1" i l'le caF:cs out. of ten i t is i~possihle t o :find. 

the r,-nt l ty p~rtJt , ~rrJ of r>ou.rsc ~""enerally +:110 innocent 

8uff'er . " 

to their cat.tlr , mi lk :rorr:.:ine: their sta.:pl n f'oO<!. , '"':nc1 1''ore 

apt to r0sist tllf' ta., ... il"lt' o:f their c~ ttle . This resist -

ance conlC. e"sil:! 1Jt=> constr uea i:nto a ho~tile fee l inf', 

anCI "orw unscrupulous l cA.der r:ho choo~es trill then pr ocf'al 

to 1l"C' l a....ctt cx+1:•cr:i ty in +.b..., executj o.n of his orders , 

~~a bring off t~eir ~~ttle . " Stocke nstrom c ons ir1 e ~red 

tl:is system to h~1ve ~. i~·en rise to "gr~a't i rri t'1.tion" on 

tho pnrt of the Knffirf! • 

( 14 ) Q . 520 . Ibid . for +.his !tn::l wl-lat follotrs . 
( 15 ) Whereby the patrol conln enter Knf:firl~m on the 

s:poor of' s.._ol 0n cnttle , 'l.nrl. sei ze fr on the fir'"'t 
Jcrn"'l the number of en~ J l e stnlen fro.., the c<l.Hlonists . 
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I n 1818, Stockenstrotl c onti:nueCI , Gaika. "u.g,rrelled 

vrith the tribes ne"l.r the coast . "The Gove~~ent then, 

as I think, ttnfortwntely, consid.ere0_ it vrn.s the "business 

of th~ ·colony , fr O;rt T!lot ::i.ves of prec<:"J.utio.r . I sho1Jld m :p­

pose , to interf'er() in that C!U'"'rrel . " 

Stoclcenstroro rmr insif::;tent th'lt t!'le put"l'Ose of. 

goverr"ler.t intcrfe! cnce \'T':' ~ to s t'IPr,ort Ga.ikn t'.&:a inst 

his enemieP , He a<"'f.lf' rted. t!1·"".;.. , as far !l.S :-te k.ne~-r , 

seizu.r0.s of c.nttl c relofl.r:il'J ~ t.o Gaika or thP colol1i sts 
(16) 

formec no :p~.rt of the CI11.1SC' of the cornnando . A fDrce 

tmder Colonel Brereton was Sf'nt into KP:ffirlw. A 

nuriber o:f Kn.ffirs \'Tere :!':illfYl , Pn3 thr co""'mnmo l:'t'OW':ht 

out "nn j nmenge ar mre" of Cf'ttle from K'l.i'firl~a , frol'!l 

left vTith Gai]~r> , r:o..:ril. part 'brm.lt"~"ht irto tho colon~", on 

the strf'n{7'th of the lql7 regn.latiors, c..rd tta istri'buted 

in various ways as c ompensatior. for color.:i~ .. l 1os r-e~ r,y 

Ca:ffre inroad.s." 

. This, Stocl:cn;:.o-\.!'om c ol'ltf'.r.de<l, led r1. :i.Tr-~tJ.~r +.o ":~10 
( 17 ) 

r'.tt::.cke; of th,... Kaffirs on th c Sn.urvc 1d i;- 1!119 . 

"Dre!lC.f'Ul r~var;ee" l'icre coo""~itted F.lrfl th~! iJuurvelcl was 
(lf" ) 

cleP.rea ...... i th c onf1ir1 or:tr:18 d if·ricnl ty . Th~ ca"lprtiP.'l'l 

wonlfl !tfl.ve "~->ee:r inpossirle for ·'·hf' colo!li~.l ,..O""C'rnment 

to ha.Ye kept pOSS~:"'Sion O:f nl'lY part of t.hat o.i~trict if' 

::mttnrn 1,!:).:1 1·ccn a.llo· ·eel tr~n to rest n.s they r;~"'·re ." Tre 

Kaffirs v:er0 rriven rack 'i n'·0 YaffirL.U'lfl t f-'.:rr, th0' result 

of the ex:p8cli tion \'J~s the seizure of th0 terri tory l1etvreen 

th"' Great Fish River f' .. tY! the Keiska.mna . The Fish Ri.ver t 

r:ith i tG ir-rperetrr>.b11.:' jtm~'~"lc , Y'as a on~ideren toteJ.ly un­

tora'ble "w:rilc t}r- Krtffirs were llrO'llfl'ht to tr'"'.t stnf:e 

of hostili t~r nt"nirst the ColOYl:'?' . " 

(16) See c . 5?8, 5~3, 5~A . 
(17 ) Q. 529. A.C. Minutes, p . 4B. 
( 18 ) Q. 538 , 539. for w~nt follows . 
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Somer<"et accordi.nrly fixed n bm.maary r1.wnin,~ alOJ"l P,' the 

rid~e between the Kat and tb n Chunie P..nc1 thence cla:·rrt. 

the Keiska.mma to the see . 

opinion that Gai:Y-:a aElsente~ +.o th c .nerr bou.n~ 2r~r, but 
{19) 

um:iJ lin~ly, beco.use he was. 11·und.er sucl1 nn a:p:prehertsio.n., 
( PO ) 

th<1.t ho (\0\,_lr'f :not :·voi0. :it," thont:~'!'! h0 coulc1 not s:ty it 

••• it t.!'Ji<la 1-.0 cont.rfll'y +.o re" ~0r to ~UJ.lTIOPP that 
arn- peorle' '!Jrrl er such c ircunsto.nces fl~ t.h (' c~rfres ' 
\'!Ottld villi n:0'] •r T ..,rt v- ith sn~ h country . I <'l o .rot 
th...i.r1• 21.,y neo· le V"tYt1lfl; bnt wrPn he sc.vr thP:rc , .. rre no 
other means, h0 nc 0niescef i 1~ it , sr.r "lftcr "'!nc'h C"n­
~uJ.t0.tjon ,!itb t.hf' o":hr..r ~hie"fs , he ~on~er+p(l , '[)rovii'lef! 
that th·::: CJ~u~ie Bn.sir W!'..~ inc1u:1.eo ir. Cpffr(>l11.r-=t. ( ?.1 ) 

rir~ht to this country \':"f.1.s orl~r that of po~r:essio:n - it 
. ( B~) 

hrv' ori.r.:inn.ll;r 't·een Hottentot country. Asked. t··hether 

Gail:s. h11..fl , in :fl.l..ct, thr: ri -:-ht to c"n e the +erri tory , 

~tocJcnnstroi!l :pointer. out thnt, 8-ltrou "'h it "'as nm 

rn~lizea t:hrt G.,.ika vras .not thA chiei"' of nll t.h8 tribe!=:, 

"the i:.1prePsio:n n.t t:ha t t ii!W on the ~i.'""' f; of rno st :P.e o-nle 

\'! ..... s tw·t. he ~ta."l th<J..t :pm·er , " ~"lo the {!'over.r"1ent had 
( ~5) 

constitute~ hi:n t 1"!' suprer.te r-tl"thoriti' . He ,.,ould. not 

sr:y \'The~. her m :not +h£ othE=' :r chiefs hA.fi ~caui~=>sc~ fl -

tr1 ey ha.c1 ~ o~sul tcc't a.rn.OY!f.' them80l'l'fPE:', 'hut b[lcl not ""cen 
{ ?.6 ) 

consultec_ . Asked t~theth,.,r he ·w·s a ;·are th:•t G-'l.i'lr.a hf!rl 

since renonstrfltca stroJ'lrl y ~.ncl saift. trot in c on~cone!lce 

of his havir ~ url tf'~ •..- ith the colony in the expefl.i tion 

s .. r·ain<"!t .l.he nther tril ~s, he had !·eer• dis:posses:::e"O of 

his tPrri tory , Stockol1Gtro~ l'lffi':l tioned. , ·:·i th0ut any :pnr­

ticudn:r em:phar·is, thn.t he hari hea1·a. llo.co""l o !'.nB Tyali 

say this , nr t:'. sort of' re:PTOf:'lch, but cou.l.-:1 :not rPcollm~t 
( ~7 ) 

ever he~;ri.nP, it from Gaik"' . 

( 19 ) Q. 5·tl . \ .c. T'linutes, 11 · 411. 
( 20 ) Q. 543. Ibid . 
( 21) (~ . 549. Ibid. 
( 2~ ) Q. 548, 550. Ibid. 
( 23 ) Q. 553 . .A .c. 'MiiiUt~~ ~ 1> · 47. 
( ?.4 ) c;. . 552. lbiC! . 
( P.5 ) Q. 551 . Ibid. 
( 26 ) Q. 555 , 55n. lbicl . 
( 27) Q. 573 J 574. Ibid. Il · 48 . 

• 
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( 28 ) 
.1\.:fter tl-Ie cnsp.ion, he continued, i t was decided 

( in discussion with GaiJcB. ) that the cedec1 territory waP. 

to r·e a neutral belt . Consul teet by the Cape Government 

aut~ori ties a.s to \'Thetlv-'r th€' ceilea Tr>rr i tor;.~ c onJ.d be 

re.-arded as nvnilnble for the f'ettle'lent of the numbers 

of' irnmir;ro.nts \'Tho wer" e:nJected , Sto<"}:cnstrom hacl. re-

ferred both Somerset ann later Dnnkin to the te~s of 

this ag-re e•IJen.t i7 i th Ga i ka . In 18~0 , Don1dn de0ir ea. to 

consult Gn.i 1r:a . Gaikn. c onse.nted to Donkin 's :proposed 

occul"lf.l tion, of u sort that npeo:pl e sho,1ld Dot f"'O un­
( "'9 ) 

armed. , am ~no''' the iT Cfl ttl e to ru.n • r ilcl . " 

Do:nJdn h'"l,d. hacl n lol'l~ discuss ion with S+,ocl:-r-nstrom 

as to the "best mo!'!.e of sect:.rin.r; the frontif"r, to IJre-

vrr.t thC" ne~essitj'" of hostile agr,-resc:ions a'\ai11st the 

C~:tffre~, B...Yld. consist0 1:tly at the S')."le time l"" ith the 
( 30) 

:prot0ction of th e c~olonists . " His pl3ll hac1 been to 

have tv1o st:r•onF- posts, ~.t Fredericksbureh ar.c 0:n the Kat 

River , am to fill u:p thn interveni!l- tPrritory t"ith as 
( 31) 

dense a p~pll.l~tion a~ t.'hf' c mmtr:'\~ ;·oulrJ :-1loF . The 

settlers '\'lE="''e to l'e " e ~ivil boc1~l rut snbject to ·'heint!' 
( 3? ) 

called out on l"lj.li tary service . '' Gaika W!l':! 11ot c on-

sul tf'd as to -r•hether or not Dutch settlers shoulfl ~c 

admi tt"d. , for Dorldr ha0 alreruly o.e('id.e~ th~t there 
{ 33 ) 

shouJ.r 1::e :no Dutch settlerfJ . 

1\s to ... hethrr al"';'· Kaffir irruption took y;lace durin~,! 

Do.l'l.Jcin ' s ad.ministr--ti0r , Stoe"':e r~trom ~"lid he could :n.ot 

'lnsttrer, since he had ha<l :no fu-rther connection with the 
( 34. ) 

frortier at thc t time . 

This aecoUllt ·::as rcceivF>-' by Fairbo5.rr.. ir Cane Tm·rn 

with considerable com:pla.c('lncy , unA by Godlonton in 

( 28 ) Q. 574 . Il:id . 
( 29) C· 594. Ibid. . Il · 50. ~ · 
( 30 ) Q. 574 . Ibid .• ] · ~8 . 
( 31 ) ~. 576 . I 1",id . :P· 4.9. 
( 32+ '·. 585 . Ioid. . 'P· 50 
( 3;7, ) ~ . 593 . Ibid. . 
( 34. ) c.: .• 595 . lbjd . 



101. 

( 35 ) 
Grrll.um' s Tow11 ' ith h orr ifico. indil"!lation. Yet these 

\'!ere vir·ws by :r.o moans net:r to Stockenstrom . 

Fe\',' Ri n?le T'!ords \'rere rnor0 calcnl 3..tecl to r01.:t.cJe the 

ir<? . 0 f c.,:pe patriots ir thE' 18~0s th.c'ln the rord "ernron.ch-

ments . " 

t.h.'"-~.t. this T'Tf.tf'l ~- .ne,_., a+.ti t'lr1 e to f'ront irr r~"lations i n 

or" ,.ho h.,t hiM""Pl:.f: l'>ee:n enrichrf.. r·y ""he ver:.r proi3C'~S of 
( ~G ) 

e:!'lcro:lchme !~t . Yet it is C'1J i te cle..,·r th~' the encroach-

MPnt rE:'ferred to 1··y Stoc1-:e:r.!="troM 1.·.r~ s t'ha.t of the 1!rhites 

ny,o~ coun.try orir·i!'~ lly occupie:-=~ ry Fo+te.ntots . I ncl,er , 

~hed , j_n hi~ !1.7.'1S't'!(>r to ouePtion t..ro of th" Co1or in.1 Offire 
( 37 ) 

l?Uestionnaire , Sto~.,~en<:<troPl eMphas i7.ed this . Nor t.'~S 

the inte:r:prA+ation of c ol o:ni8,l rclati(ms ~·ri th. 1:he Ho tten-

17th "l..l,-, 18th ccntnr~r frO.l"tier :bistory fl.S h:' SSY! th('TI , 

sce."ls 1'-o ha.ve ~ een 'lt +1'-0 root of hiA ... 11"'1 €' I':ottertot rtnd 

Go-rrc rnMert his ref"'_lPr..l to so.ncti r'l.!'l a c o .... 'f'Y!arfl o cl.es irnea_ to 

the eo fnil0d , r.y fo(~~ } to n'hn.nlofl their thi~vin ~ ~·rT·s , 

StocJ~<:r:-:b'OM 1•.rrot.e : " I t i8 tumecn~s-:;.ry f or Me to 

a_ef'enl the l?rincip1es Which ruided "'le iJ'1 the C'l.f!e in 

o11ef!tio:r , ltefore a ,..ovcr:mnent , 1rell ox;are o-r tho Blooct 

(35 ) See Ch~r . I . 
( 36 ) Sne Cl., ~.p . I . A ref'f' :reTl~!" to Stoc1t:C!18trorn. ' f1 ("''r<'l.nt 

of l f.l nn or t l'1 ~ Kn ~fl • 
( 37 ) Stocl"'el'l0 troPI to Colo'"i~l Socrf'tP.ry - f' . 11 . 34 . 

A.C. rni~utos , p . ll~: " I t u ill ~eat o~ce p~rceiv~~ 
th:tt I a:m h E'TP. n.llu<'l ir,. t.o n. 'PC ·dod of 1~h-- "nlo.r ial 
history rot lor"' prcnriom:: "'·o t 11e clO!<C' of +:he lo.st 



102. 

reflect rut littl€ crroit on those who first renleren 

thos~ cruel expe~itions nece~s~ry by bein~ the first 

a "m"essors, nn'l thereby exciti.fl"' the rev<'n{"e of thoce 
( 39 ) 

s~.:~.rrtp;es . ll 

mzy su.~ecstion that his O'''n eener~tion o"f colorists were 

res:ponsibl0 for the ef·f'pct~ of Rnch l1looa shPd .~no e:n croach-

of thn color:i":l.l br'lurci.n.ry to tl-Je !"orth OYer ':! lf-lr--e tr<"nt 

of v.rhP.t hPii 'he en 1lu..c;r':I'Tl c on.ntrv , Stoc1"Pnstrom Bai!' tnir: en 

thnt anyone \'!ho B ~t0d th r- eA.--eess~f' c o?lmi tted n~a i:rst tr e 

Bushmen , their reciproc~.l RtrocitieP !'.l"l thn encroach-

Ments o.n their tc-rritort._i , fro!'l the cros:=tir."" .of the old 

l:'ou.nd"'.ry was c ither i .v--ort=L'Ylt. of thr' hif!tor~r of thr- Colony, 

OJf ndes irOUS Of StiP"l1atiSij.P' the ( present?) ?8TI8Tf1ti0n" 

or hrcl so 10 ot.her "ae~ei"f-ril. objr->ct 11 il'l vint~ . 

" The encroachMents o.r th" Abori "' jnes , " l-Je vrrote , 

"be~w. at Cr:pe ·To,·m, ~nil r.c:ver ccasr>.-< +.o e"'r .. :<H"~ ry de-
( 40 ) 

[.';!'r· e~ u:·tu the color.jsts h'10 t';.Gt to ,·here they nre rovr.'' 

Th~.t Stoc1'"nr.r-tro"1 S't\1 ir tbe 0 ~rlicr. hiRtory of t:Pe 

color.y ~-he oTi."'"i.r ~lso of' thE' flerrrt-l "''.tioY' of t1~ 0 ITo -t:tteY>-

tote-: 'Lrfl th f' rtiscrimir.~tory ledsl:-~,tion ;.pplied t.o +"'r::m t 

is clc-:.r from his -:.lCT"lo-rana um or the po~i tion o-r the Hot -

tentots in 1898 . Rewrote : 

Tl->-: :po 1 icy of -f::hi!=! 0 i~tin~tion n.n.:; +.llePe :v~.rti alit­
ics ~0n~" +o h~vc ori ~jrnted in thP neccsRity felt by 
the eR.rlie8t i"lif:.I'~t orf' into the interior, to -prPVf'l"t 
th'"' 1"0f'fli'hilit;>r 0f r 0taliittion or' i;hc J:l'3.rt of i·he r·~ti'Vfl!s 
f'or the .~ -:''-rf'ssions r f!P outr'"'t;es CO"''Td ttecl fl 1~a.inst th<?m, 
bJr crushi.n'"" +heir po~"Pr "1.nfl. secur i n"' their wJ ir'\i tro 
subnisR ion . (41) 

Stocl':"c:nstrom, in t.he "le?'!oir of 1~7>::5 , expresR iY't"' the 

opinion. that tl1e o :rrnr('"'Sions of the> BurotH~a.:r col611i~t:s 

last ccJ'ltnry , <':'l.rr -t:h- t the \'ho:d.(1'~.l" P.S s:poke.n of an the 
Bushmen a!lc1 Rome tribes of JTotte:ntot1" , for our relqtions 
r·i th the C '1ff'res 11no oth<=- rs are so-me\..,.'!'1~ t of a d iffere.nt 
naturf' ••• " 

( 3S ) Stoclcen··troM. to Birn . 14 . f.'. . f;2 . C .. o. P-641. This 
n:pnears to 1-e +he r>arliPst. re.(lerc rc" ir 0.71 offici<:~l 
d OCU.."!le nt • 
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P-.nd their ctec·cer-d.a.nts \'m.fl thf' c · use of the c1.8.P:rr..dntion 

of "'lOf"t of t'h c nntives ~no of the e:r.mi ty bet··;eeY' t!r 

The conscion ... c:;nees of 

protc~ti.n-· thn rs.tiv~s B.t.:;ni.nF:t fu.r";her persc•ctltio"', "'.nfl 

d.oi"l,.... et.ll in itR -poi':er +o improve thE>ir coJ'loition ~nC! 
~4a) 

to civili~e thPm . 

It \'!t:.S c!k.'"l!'acteristic of nim to ~d that thi8 't'!oulil 

p lu.Ylc:le r ~·ri th i rtJ.mYl it~.~ . 

Let tr e sire PrE> nhil.~_rt hronist lnt for a noment 
cortem-nl~te r!l,.,_t wcml" '~--0 the-I'P8tlit of a ,....overr-~eftt 
bei.n .. ~·· c.l to,C'I"f'thcr pn.c;~ ive 11n<1er the e_xce~ses t·rltich f1aVt" r-:­
es r\r (1 1' nrtariar.~ A.re c·l.p-:11'1 0 of J.H'!*!H)t.ratiJI.n- , not only 
ft.<':"ai.:··q=~t those 1:u:: t•rhnf'r- '!Y'CPRt.urs ( 43 ) they fr·el them­
sPlvr- ... +o hr:~.vc ~~C' .... n ~-rro.r:.~Pf, f.'!TI-'1 '"'c.O'"ti"'' t rrh011 the:r 
hr-..rrour n. foelin.r:· o:f' i '":Pl!lc!l.l"lP. rcvr-n('e , lut P . .{'!li "'St 
-'·heir o;:n fel l ow- sufferers ••• 

he \7rotc . And further or, he str0~sr-r1 thE> same point : 

Whilst the voicP of v-.ur-1ani t:' is ,iu!1tl~,.. r"'i~('N ill 
favour of tl-tt? 1o.<"~· <::~r:'l cruc11~r or.rprcrJP.r-r h1n.t:~1rs , thrtt 
of ;just:icP. !:'.110 :prua.en<">.e r0~irr1fl us t 1:nt the ,.rhitcs 
nlso hnve a claim to protcntj0n . 

But here- tl1"'rc is R ne· · .no+e. 

orl; to Raff irr- nna to t.he nec~"'o Fd ty :f.' or the ·expulsion 

of t~f!.como fro:-:~ the Corecl Territory . .t~:prmrently the 

"B1~.cks" h~ here l1 orl in r:i.l'l(l v1ere the Y..n:f'fir8 . 

is 1~o-rre ou+ by n :pn.<:~s:>,.r·e in the 'lnSvrf!r to t.he cuestio:n-

nair~ of 187!.t1 . • Vfri tint' of thr jealom~ ies thn. t spro.nf: 

up bGtl!f('en -:-·hi tc n.rfl. K::t:ffir Vlhcl1 their mntu.!!.l e Y'croach-

nent!"' 0:!'1 thr' Hottcr.tot!1 }1 nd. bDOUf:'ht them into c ont.,_ct , 
( 44 ) 

Stoc1censtrol!l sn,i-:1: 

( 39) Stoc]~e~strom to Ilirf . 5 . 6 . <')~ . Tneal . Re11or<ls , 
XIV , 384 . 

( 4,0 ) Stoc1'"'rnr-tro"11 to Coq~i~sio:ners of Irq uiry , 9 . R . ~6 . 
Au.to . I . ~~4 . Stoc,,..em~tron P""'1 Lieut .~onol""ly had 
surveyer the reviRPc1. bound~.ry ir lfl?.P . 

( 41) StnckE>nr-tro!"! to Bo·wl-:er. 7> . tt .~8 . A.,~ + o . I, 986 . 
( 4P. ) llemoir . 31 .1? . :?3 , A.C . irm.trR , p . 99 . 
{43 ) li;· italj(>~~ . St<'~c1-(->y:-:t.ro"1 :r~"' ('T' sti~"w.tizcfl tt:c. ~or1-

tE'M.1fO;_..~Ty {"c:->er~tion ~ f colo~~ist!1 ir thts co:nnocttor.. . 
( 44 ) Stocl!:enstro!1. to CoJoni~.l Secret"'~' · 5 . 11 . ~~4 . 

A.C . "Tli.nntcs, I> • 118 . 
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r;e wer0 u.nfortnl1fl.tel;r n{';'ctin the firP.t a 17."Tes8ors , 
hut ·1-he Cnf:fres reiN'" ft rettPT' orp;'"~.rizcd , MOT<? ,.,arli1'::'P 
a..r::11 ~Orf:' flt1'11€TOUS :peo~le thail tlH' llottf'!ltots , 0 icl l"'Ot SO 
e"'sil~· r·ive rtn:~r ••• 

In his eviC!.enC!e t Stoc1~erstron clio .not fl.ccuae the 

eit'!hteenth- CP.l'ltury EPstern fronti~"TS'"lC!l of th~?> firnt 

tr c i .Y1trr:1.or \''11$ P. O""lf'ti;,~"'s opc:r2J.;v 
( 45 ) 

in rr!l~ n,..,,_iV1st the -':"ove~' rr:tc:r:t . Anr1 he r0fP"~"rc<1 to n 

bou.nd "lry li:ne to ~ontrol fTrri~hc r el'lcronchJ'Ttents on the 
( ~); ) 

p"'rt o:' t.h C' \.·bi tr-s n~~i.r.st K'1f""'irs nrt!1 ot r)"r tri res . 

By irt:plic"~tian, tlrrrf ore, ~toclrpr.<;tron c t"'m' ""~"'a the enrly 

R.grres~ions . 

utti turle . In 1811, r.P n loo. o:f :niret0r~r:, he VT&..8 o•1.t on 

tho cn.!1p:•i ~-;~ in Ko.ffirl'"'nt1 i.r '~ri~h hiG fnther ,,.r"s !!lur­

<lcred b:.- .':1. (Toup of Kn.ff'ir!"', after rej Y!-,. decoye0 1-..y +hem 
( 47 ) 

i:1to P.r>p9.rP:r.t1~r frion0.1~.r c ol1oC'uy . The imprcPsi.o.n of 

tl"c cruelty Cll'lil. trP~chery of the F.:'Lff'irs , left 1-;v t'l-t<T­

~c.NJ:p"'.. iP.'n, ronail1en \' ith Stoch'~1lf'tro::-t for ma.ey YP-'"' rs . 
(4P ) 

ror 'Vfarl i t le~~~PJ'led PV hj_s 13-te'f' eX].)Cl'ience ()f t}leiD . 

The E~sterr frontirr ~~n the K~ffirA e~eaec0 com~~r~tive1y 

li ttlP. of Stock,.,!'lstror,:. ' s Gttention d ur in,n: hi8 ye~.rs as 

Ln.r.ddrost of Gr.,aff-TIC?i~'~et , ~-r'l a7'tE'r th.e for'!!.f1.tio:n of 

{I iAtri~t of' Somerset , in 18~(, , TIO.!:e ni; '111 . Dur ~r '!' • 

there ~tears , re rcfe1·rod '"lore often th'Ul nt:"d~ to the Kuffirs 

In the 

(45 } Q. 5~3 . A.C. ~inntes, p .A4 . l~ . n .~5 . 
( 4,E ) Q . 5?.6 • Ibid. 
( 47 ) lr ivatn c~icfl. tion froM Lirut . Co1 . 0-rq,hnm to 

Sir John Crna. ocY.: . 2 . 1.1~ . ~"<: ' 1 . Re>cor:-1 s, VI II , ?'i\5 -
237 . 

( 48 ) See rC'fC~9erces to thr- nruelt;r "ll10 trf"' "'l r>hery of 
Kaffirs e . r; . ins . to l5ird 16 . f; . l(i C.o. ?.60~; s . to 
Etrcl C .o. gf.l? . ( thP. first 'Jl(H'·e i? ni~sir "' tl1P.refore 
roo elate , '~-·nt it '!lUAt >0 flurinr'l' or 'lfter Septcm1-,C'r Hll8.); 
S • to H3XR. il'l{" 14 . 8 . ~3 C • o. ~F-49 ; S • to !Ie,rd in r" 
25 .1l . P4 . Tt·:enl , l{ec OTctrl XIX , 1r..7. 



':!.hi::-:. chrn eci [.ttitude probc: .uly ;.c-.d it3 ori in in 

t~:e vievr of :be-stern r... ·ontier <:: •. f.:.[ il~s £-nd :--olicy 

which ~tocKenct~om c&~e to hold F.s Jorn tissio~er-
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( 49 ) ( 50 ) ( 51) ( 51"' ) 
ca~nigns of 1811- 1 9 , 1013 , 1818 nnd 1819, 

Stockenstrof!l. pl ~yea a 1rit""rous role . 

cor-nn:o:u:rio in.to K.n.ff:ixl~nfl in J ..,nunry 1818, alt.hou,r-h hG r-~d 
( 5~) 

+he: 'bur:-her fore~? co-o:peratf>~ in t'·at c .!''t'!'ltp 0 ir.l'> . But 

he h::;.cl sev0re criticisr'l to offpr o.r the s1ibjeot of Tirere­

to.n 1 s coMmando l ater ir the sa."'le yen.r , both in 'h is evi-
( 54 ) ( 5B ) 

denc~ o~ 14 ~u~lmt lP-~5 , ~d i n thr Menoi r of 1?~3 
( 56 ) 

n.r.c +.he letter to thr.> Colo!lin.l Secretnry in 187.-1. , t!here 

he us ea. it to i.lluP-trate tr .... evils resul tinr· i'r O!!l the 

8 o i z1u·e of K?.f:fir c "l.t tl 0 • Gi~ing ev.ide r~ e i n 1B3~, 

Colo:rel r;ade l)Oint(·~ out thf'_ t Stocl:~"'n~tro!'l 1 s statements 
( 57 ) 

af-1 to the c .., uses of Br0reto11 ' s o O"'nanlo differed 7lnterim-

1;}" fr O'n t Yt"l. t of Lord Cr ·~rlef.': Somerset :1[" }1 e h nd. (!l'!.OtPd. 
( 5f3 ) 

him . Wt?.cle en.'le"VWreo t o n!1or· t~...at S<t. ockenstrom wns 

r:er,... roin~ +.o P..ttack him," anft thnt , as fa.r $!\.S hP Jcnew , 

the co:!'iWnr1 o hr.1d Ylothj.n ·7 to .-:1 o · ri th A.ny ou..,rrel of the 

c01ol'listE.!, ror i'·i th f):xry c or-t:r.l 'lint of G-').i 1m. that his 
(59) 

~ r ttle hafl 'he en seizefl_. By im:pJ. ication , o:r. course -

( 49) Lieut . Col Gra.l"8m to Cradock ?. .1 . 1 ? . 'l'he8.l R .. ~ords 
VIII , 237 . 

( 50 ) Col .Vic"rs to Col . Re;•:nel1 8 .r~ .1~ . Thenl R0cords. 
IX , P-77 . 

( 51) Stockem~+r or.t to JHrd. P~ . 11 . HL Cory Tr'l.nscr i:rts, Vol .I. 
( 52 ) Somers(!t to B'"'.1irur~t 15 .10 .19 . Theo.1. H0c orr s. 

XI I , 3-11 . 
( 53 ) See refrrrr ce jJ" l....':l.jor Ror;e>rs to Lir11t- Col . Breretcn 

1 .11 .18 . Tr.eal . R8~orr1 R. XII ,. 53 . 
( 54. ) l . 5r>A- 5~7 . A, C . "~i:nutf-!S , 'P • <'14 - 45 . 14 . 8 .~5 . 
( 5f ) A. C. ~j~utes, p .lOO . 
( 56) A. C . r:ir.ute~ , p . 120 . 
{57 ) Viele s,.lJ?Tf" . p . 
( 58 ) EV:Rie .!'lr?c of Wr-ne . ~5 . 4 . ;7,fl . A. ,C . ""'li r~utPr: , 1' • 397 . 
( 59 ) ·\lad e rc:prAse.ntR Ston1'"Pl1Ptron 1!8 p,..-~yi.!"l" thnt the c'l..ttle 

c~ptnrcr1 ·r.y thP- co-Til'.F O "'·rrre YJot t a..lren i x: co:n~ernerce 
of wy s e izures t.l-'nt h..ao. , eeY.l mnf!c 1)y +,..,e Caffres u:ron 
any cnttle 'tf'lorp;ir~" to tp n c0lo.nj s"":s , o r relo" {"in~no t o 
G~ika . " This actually oc curr en i n tbe f' orr:1: 
Q . 533 . · Were t1-ese catt1 e t9.1-en tn c onseouencc of a!zy" 
seizures t:r. n t r f.'n. l:ee n maf! e l'Y +.he Ca.ffres upon '1.ny 
cattle 'helor~inr- to thP colo:r.ists or 1'ellbn:"~"tr"" to G[li}:a? 
- ?~o, the e~~ditif)Y' ~·'0::1t nur:roscl~ to su:p,.ort Gaik?J. , 
on ~is co~:rpln.int that the other ~hief~ \7ere t'':Oin"" to 
att~Pk hiTI . ( ( f t f 106 ) ) 8ee .oo o r . 
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it 't%ts durirlc this S!:'t""le i.ntervi0r· t,.,~t he pro:lucerl the 

~f'ifl.n.vj. ts to prove ;;) tocke.nstrom ' A alle{"a tions in tl1e 

Stoc"t\en~trom hnd delibemtel ;v nre~e:tc~1 a fp.Jse -picture of 

Brereton's co~~8ndo . Ir point o;' :i')ct, horrev~r, Stocken-

stro!"l. ' s version of thf' immer1 iat~ 0ansf' of' Tr0retor ' f1 com-

rnarr!.o seems t o h"''Tf' been corrf'ct, o.s a ref.eret>ce to the 

instructiOl'lS ~iVerJ rrPTCtOr n.t the time - to Whic r 'lade 
(60) 

stated. that h~ had not hoo accnss - ,·:ill show .. A_'l'ld he 
}. 

d.ifl.. not deny th"t t the colonists hac suf.fere(l clepredntions-

l,e st~tcd tr"'..t the c~ttle c":nturen t'.r~"'rc used partl~7 to 

co!'l: f':sa.te th c color!ists f'"~:r lof'ses - "hut inc i cot0d t,... ~ t 
' 

Q . 5:14 . '7o :vart of t"-'n.t col"'lplamt \'ln,<"' , t'!'lnt t~1ey hn.:~. 
seize~ his CE'.t+.le? - r o; it 1-jn.,rl J-~ot"'i~- to a 0 '.''it~ f'f'Y 
o.U"lrrt'l of the colorists, tl-:a t I kr0Y' oi'. 
As r;qs ofte.n thr: c .o::::e ; r.ci tht'r of' the.-<" '-'!-=tP 2C't1l~.l~y n 
nirr:r.t n.nsner to th"' nuestj on m1t . 

( 60) J.!a,jo-r. Ro~ers C:ili tary Secretary ) to !deu.t .-Col. El.'f' re­
to:n . l.ll.l P. . T1,en. l. ltrRnr',.Fl , XII,. 52. . · 

tr}Tis Excellency d.eSiT08 .:1(' i.r Tf'-pl:- f:o n.c(nJn.i!lt ~'OU 
thD.t ~e 1-J.n..s .no dount +.h·lt the ill:en<"li l'!ee'!"' r1hich h2P reen 
crc"t.ery in C~:rfft'J'l~11~ 1:'?' "'·he c:;te!Js :·rhich h!lve "'eAn tal--c~~ 
to chec~ their syst<"m of o e:pre<1 '"'.tio:n 11·--s h9.d the eff'ect 
of cnusi.n ('l' ttm.t je<J..lou..c:;y n!'lo:nt" thP"ll ~ ··hich <:tnpcars -l·o re 
:nanifc' tir{ itsE'l::' i .r h oAtilitiec; P.r;nir.st +:h~ o.rl~r chief , 
Gaikrt , \'Tho has ('"iVf-' .fl the Colonists so nn.ry M'l.rkn of' ,'?,oal 
faith and friendship . 

:·is Excrller.cy h<:td ~-t t? for""ler JH' '7'iofl. ( '1.S you l.r.rord 
:proffered to GRi ka nsrist~.rce in the event o-r his beinr 
-:>.+tucked by those chiefs ,.,ho shouJ.a_ deviate fro!"' the 
el"l"8.eBr.lentr; entere:'! i.rto 11t the K"lt Hiyf.'r 'Then t}')e col'2 -
fcrence> 1.ct .. ~<?<'n th0 GovnnJOr '1!10.. C~·"'f<'r chiefs 1'.''lc- :held 
i :r- April 1q17~ ~nd. Rin EJ::cellenc~r con::dders t.hc n:ppli­
C['.tion r:hich yon hav0 fo:r\Ts.ra.er to c ro.r ~7i thin +'10 
T.!lC10.Ylin·~ of thr a.rrs..r-'\eMentn "'ln.f!e :T ith Gp_iJ·:n.. The 'Pnd frdfu 
TSambi h~-P QJ.ways evi nce<' , the c O.l'!~ta!"'t r rotection he 
has s.:~f'orfleC: to tlte :pl'"l'l~erers nf Coloni9.l property, 
his :ref11sn.J to rn,tore th<" CoJ.orli Rl cattlP Been i:n h is 
1:ra.al s f' n:1 de!"lm"0 ec by l!.n.j or F:r~.z<:>r , n.r.f! fin :.lil y his 
murner of thf! tuo ::priv~tes of thr 7~na Rr.<"'i"'lfl:Ot nO\'! 
trnc"d to him , certairly t.rarrnnt f!,r.y -,cn.P.ure of ant. tve 
hostili tie8 1)P.i1'1t' ta1rel'! ~,.airs+. hi!'l . 

His E:x:c0llency th0TI"i'OTe nne- ~0 c:lifflcnlty i:n sa.nct­
ioni n~ ;T"11r e.cti!lf': n.P'~inst. TSrunbi e ll.l'lfl hj R ::tcl.her0nts in 
co1A,iu.r., tlon or wit~l t:!'><' co{~ ... 'iZ~flCP nf ~ika 1;o such 
m:tPnt as you na~r ff'el ::Drudcnt nl"'.der n.ll trP. circu"ll­
st!l.!'lc~s of th0 Fron.ti~rs . :But IIis Exccllercy re com­
mems to you 1~hP. Rtrictest cn;nti~n , .rot o!ll~.:- th<'~t you 
shoul•~. toJ-:-c mensur Ps Vlhilst mo.J>:inr Gaikn. a~cun.intnR ,;ri ih 
the interer.t His Exct'll ency ta.ke11 in his affairr: to 
o.scertair. th" r":1l sc.ntir1ents '1r0 Vil"tT~ of t!lc::t chief 
fl.Y'd the act1113.l position of TSa'!!ll1i e r>m~ those le"'.Ml('d 
\:ith hir.1, rut th.'lt yo1' flroul~ '\.e :pf'rf"ctl y cle':l.r that 
there' i~ !':O b'J.f.. faith in th" !"l.ossnr:~ brourht you by 
Hc>ndrik Noot-KC\ • 

{( see foot of y: .l07.)) 
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confer'! er?ctr-- chiefs j1u:t ifi"c1 intervel'lt ion O"' rchnlf cf 

rece.rt depredations on the Co.lo:ny on the 'P'lt"t of Nd.hlnmbi 

were r0garded. llS ft1rther wn.ITar:ti!l.f' ho~t :i.li ties agai~st 

him; and Gaika. 1 s c an:pla.i nt as -.".~'ord.inp n rood orr,ortunity 

for pu.nishi:ne hiri • Breretor'! 'fm.f:: cl?arly ~j:ven to 1..U'"!der-

stn.r!'t thnt he wo.s not to ac t until he waR cerln.i:n thf'_t 

t'h "' rE"'portR 0f R. hostile cm1fed.0ration of c,.,,iefs Ul1der 

I'idhla."nbi 9-ff&i.r.st Ga.fra were· c orroct. 

~tockenstrom ,_itns(;'lf \''ac at +.h0 ti."1e of' the com-

in{~ him .. Ir: fo.ct , on tr·•o ocn""~sions he cr it iciz('d ~:he 

:forces , aP bf'inr- bn.dl~r !Jatur""'3 for the Pttair.irG of 
(61 ) 

that end. Whether or not he d. is~0:pro,:rc('l oi' the :p~ri:n-

since it ·w9.8 ~"r0ly his ~.nty to -put thB rur .-her force 

of the d j_Rtrict f'l.t "t'h e clispo8nl of the m.ili t ,., ry mrthori-

ties a nd to re;port on their ""l.OVe'~'·lents to t.hP SecTetnry 

The 8e:a.te.ncc niiis Ex<; ell ency thinks your p1nn of t9.kinr 
the :pr0s~:nt o:prortuni t ~t to :p'l.mis }1 Tsar.1bie n very roocl 
one; ... " ( :p . 53 ) sU17"'~sts too, t.hr'!.t this WR.s 2, subdidi­
n:ry rea.,on f:-r t he co""'!!"ln.ro o. 

(61) Stock•:nstrom to :Bird. . 13.J.l.1A ~.nf 9 . 1? . 1R. q_uot('o 
. from Cory Trn,nscriptE VoJ... I, 362, 7Jf7 . Fra~er's 
instructions to Stock~ns+.rom ~4'-n.ted thA.t the 'burn-her 
force unf!.er hiT.!. ni~ to be em-ploye?! n{"C.tr.st +:r. e Ca f:Per 
chiefs Hynsn , Tsam(lie o r•.:1 such othr~r c11ief's 1;;i th t'~-1eir 
peo:t:le ~s r~vc join0cl j:~ Q llooj'" a..-·ai:r.st Gnilr.a . " 
Ibio. • p • 364 • 
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the reCluisitionine of the 1rurf'her fm-ce as a n0cessary 

me·sure for the prot~ction of the frortier, ~d to hPve 

effected it without iicl ay , '11thou.~h he some~·rhat T('Se>Y!ted 

Brere>to.n 1 s orClerirv.,. him t o re0uisition it, ~in~~ the 
(6"') 

'lilitar;r h8d no sooh nuthority over the civil :povrers . 

voiced. the sevcTc critic1f!lm of tf'f' seizn:re of· enormous 

GU':'..rt itiP8 Of C'attl e , onn. the Opi:nion tha. + it led. to 

the J iqe.stcrs of 1819, vrl1ich he rr:peat.t'd i11 18~71 , 187.4-

~n0 1805. Ir. a le+ter to Bird or l P. FPbruary 1819, 
( 63) 

nuotP.O hy \'fnde , he Yli' Otfl thn. t Ylhat he hao PnticiT.'P..tC:'d. 

:from t:re extenshre seizu.rr of cattlr: by Brer eton ' s com­

ffil.:'l..nfl.o had teen renlizeo • He c orti nued : 

How r·1a.ny live8 hr-ve .not been lost since the l ast 
conmando? What determi!'ed. Mel successful !lttempts 
upon .our ar-:nc>a. partiP.s !Uld ffU n.rf! ed. flocks have not 
lately ' ' ce11 no.de by u rae<"' who formerl y :fled ut s i r:ht 
of n. musket? Ard ,::hat e lsc coulri t>e expectPd fr om a 
:populous tribe driven to d espe rP. tion r-y be ir !"' de:pri vecl 
of all their cq.ttle , their o:nly 'iea.ns of su1"~sistence , -· 
left to choo<:<e ret 'Teen st11rvR.tton aJ'll'i retniiutjon? { 64-+ 

The stroP['" to.Y'e of the r, 'lSs~gc ... hich follows is indicntiV> 

o:f tJ'le s..nger Stockenstrom f{" l t that an ill-:pln.r:ne-:1 c~­

paien h qd e.rr:lanr.-creo:-1 the liYc .... n,nr seeuri ty of the t1bole 

f':l~ ontier. He v.r:rote : 

God :for rid thc:tt I should pl erul th c ca uqe of cruel 
b!"rburians , vrho hnvo p:iven me t oo much cause for re-
venge. On thP contrnry , I think it absolutel~,r neces-
sary for the 8efety ev~n o :f a stror~ post , thn,t they 
be Most ef:frr>+.na.llJr set down . Bu.t could not that end 
have been obtil.inad. when we had about 900 men i n Ca:ff're -
l and.? liight not a. camp havo 1' een establishefl nt s ome 
fsvourable distance near enough to the Fi sh River to 
kee-p open a communication ".'lith the colony , ani prevent 
the Caffres from getti~ in our re!!.r? Conld not thef'e 
hea'1 o m .... ·tcrs, u.nder the :protection of the r.~ili tary, 
have served a.fl s. rellyin ..... poi!lt,. or rendezvous, am. 
a place of s~fety for th t=> provisior s ~na. haP.f:'=Uf:e , vrhe.rce 
stron.('l" Clctacllfllentr< ofr.'lon:ntPR T:Ie:n "'li .n·ht h"ve h een sent 
out to harasP- flJ'l<.'l. cl estroy t1;(' Caff'res :i.J1 all 0 ire ct ions , 
until you baa, made the survivors feel y our aut~ori ty anl 
po11cr , invoke your clememy, ,?' ive u:p yonr d.eserters, 
a.ncl eompcm=tate your ally ( GaiJ{a ) for t h e injury a one him? 

( 6P ) Stoc~en~trom t0 Frnser, 8 .11.18 . Ibid . :p . 360. 
( 63) A.C. minutes, p. 399 . 
( 64 ) In his i:n~ +ru'3tjons to ;illmire for the 1819 ca"lP­
ai~~, Som~rset did in fa~t expr?R~.oisa~proval of Bre~e­
t on s poll C;" . See lettel" fro::.1 -' ill tar~r Ser>retnr:v t o 
;ViJ lshire , 25 . ~ .19. Quoted hy Vln(l.e. A. C.mirute8,· 
~ · 3?8 - ~99 . . 



If' there war: q, thine; Stockrnstrom loathed, once 

r;trone men··u.ree: had been d.ecided upon, it i'ras an 111-

matured or indee isive campflign. Th~t sccns to be the 

' mnin infe renee to be dr~wn from this p~ .. Sf.t!".{re , v!ri tten as 

it v1ae in i·he li.~ht of the tl.isastrous results of Brerc-

\fade, how·ever, interpreted it as :prov-

i~r; tro,t Stocko'nstro"'l r.ra.R "very far fr<r.1 Cl isapprovi!l{" 

of thc-> co!Elm~ci.o for the p11rposes tre f.'O't!er.nor h.A.d in vi ei'! 

•::hen J'e sanctioned. it; viz . to ch:l.stise t:re confed.erate 

cJ-: ief's, 2.11d c cr:1p~.nsatc our ~lly." . A,.,(! if Stoc1n:'n "tron 

clicl fuJ.l;- approve of the com!'la.ro o B.S a measure :n e"! e s C"a~J 

foi· th.~ security of the :frontier , it is true thn.t he did 

not maJ:::e this point clear in his evidence . His or.ly 

refere me to tbis a.sp ect vms i'ihen he· said that the 

government "from -:ot i-ves of nr~c'l.utior, I should su:p-
. ( 65 ) 

pose" decided to intervene in Gnika's au~rre1 . 

Neither in 1819 nor at f.l.:ny time a:fte!'\'Jnrd.f!, however , 

<lid ~tockel'J.CltroM express ~ey doubts a.~ to the nec0ssit.y 

of the 1819 C "l.mp~itm, nfter th~ ('7hastly de-ored!1tions '.7hich 

h'ld. tn1~cn pl nee aml the ·1tti t 1.1d e rrhic,_ the K?.ffirs had 

In the letter of 1~ February 1819, he ,.€fl t 011 

to recOMl!le.nd the stronp-est possible meP.fP~res fo:r c1er41:i.n~ 

\'ri+h the Kaf.f:i,rs . "I even think, 11 he wrote , "it' ·'lt thinf'S 

have c om.e to th .. '1 t crisis , t '-'!n t rotrin~ less tl1A.:n a. re-

:petition of' the cor'1Tl1anlo of 1812, on t~e other side of fue 

.b'ish River , "Till l;rine: the C~.ffres to n~ac0 . " 

On the 18 Februnry, Stoc1-enstrol!l t;rote a£;:? in on the 

su'bjN~t of the 'Proposed. cml"lamo, snbmi·l·til'l O" several 
( G6 ) 

urr.:ent practic.~ fl U":{"cst;i.ons as to its or~<"aniza +ion . . 
His letter contains n. c hara.cterist ic pass!"ttre, "."hich f.im1s 

nn echo i n the memoir ' of 18"?~ , '1.no in~ eed recurs consta ntly 

in his eviael'lcc : 

( 65) A. 52R . A. C. minutes, p . 4 5. 
(66 } Stocken~trom to Bird 1R .".1a. 

l . C . ~inutes, ~ · 400. 

14 . B.7J5 . 
Q uoter) 'by Wade, 
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Uy ~otives ma;· l'c co:nsid.ered to :proc~ed. fror.-t reve:nrc, 
or fron i magi nary apprehensions ; but to refute tre 
f'ormer, I hn.ve onl~r to ask whether false !lotions of 
:philant hropy nre to lead. us t o wn.r-te the 'blood of tho11e 
v:rho have a c ln.im to our p:rotect:tor, :from a 1' ' isr, to hA.ve 
it to S<J.y, thr!. t tre brou,R"ht n.bout civilization by leniel1t 
ne~sures, \'1hcn tho~c very mr:m.snrcs are a stimnlus to the 
!'lost sn:vP..ee barrari t:) , b~ .. P..J.lorrin .... the rTf' 2tost erne ltics 
to ,.,.o U!':punishe0 . 'lnd ns to t"le l~tter eh:l-r,.;.c , experi-
(' .ID!' ···ill C100l1 enouph -pro~c the trnth nf r:hn t I !:!.ave 
a<lvancec, ·were even my m·m c ond.uct rot o_ s uf.l'icient 
chec1-:: to such !1l1 insinuatiov , shot1.l.c1 it exi'"'t . 

Ace ora i:nr-ly , 111 his f'Vid.enc0. ir; 1835, Stocke r:;d;rom str0s­

sec..l the "u.nf.!Yoic1.r>:'bla necessity" of l'lilJshire ' s c"l.m:p'"' i t:m 

in 1819, anr.. the ..... r"'.cticf-11 aevnnta.r.:es of slii:ftin~ the 

boundrry lire fro.., t'"~f:' unte!lal,le Fish River j"'.11ll''1e to 
( 67) 

the l inC> of th f? Cht17'1ie ridl~C nrd the KeiskaM."'!a River • 

Upo.r tl-1"' ~bsolutc :r ecesPi t JT of !!lP..intai.nin('· the 

botmdnr~r line of 1819 once it h·~ b een eGt·~·hlisher1 , n:nCI 

the u.nwisdon of 2-ve:r a 11owinc: the Kaffirs t o rf'cro~s i t 

into th c Cecl.ed Terri t ory, ::>tocke!'strom had a1rJ~.~rs int:dsted. 

I n 1822, f or instance, he nrreed to the ser-din~ of a 

co""Eamo !)atrol of 150 burGhers rmmd the \'lin te>rber-r. , 

des::i tfl th0 i nconvenience it ... ould. Cr> 1JSe to the 1'111 ... rhers , 

since "the kecJ)inrr th e Cnffres 1'eyoncl the limi.ts f ixed. 

:f'or thC' Colony il'l 1819. is rt poirt of t:rr".t ~o"'ent ;" a:nd 

t~·y• i nconvenience :ro,,.J.c1 lH' cou:nte Tbal ancea hy "the f"OOd 

\'Thich must r0sul t. f'Tom c onvincin.(1' the Cnffres that unr1er 

no circu:nstc..ncert , they rrill be a llowed to estn.blish them-
. . ( 68 ) 

selve~ ir the CE'd.ed. Territory." In 1823, rtn inauiry 

into thA :pToceediflf:S o:f 11 pntrol he ailed hy Ficlr1 C or:net 

van d.er Ne~t reves.leil tl-:!.nt , ow:l.:np: to a MiS1Ulderst ::~.nd.inf! 

of the r~ou.ni'l n.r~r line on the J.lG.rt of thr: ~ili +a.ry P.uthori-

ties , i;he Kll..f.Pir~ hc.d h3en allowed. to os-tnl:lish themselvro 
(69 ) 

on the> u:p:pc r rrarches of th.e Knt Hivcr . When Somer set 

enouired. 1'"hether he con~ic1eTefJ the bow.d..?..ry as 1~io d.O':rn 

( 67 ) Q. 539 . A. C . mi nutes , :p . 45 . 
( 68) StocJ~er.stro!!l. to Birc1 . 5 . 7."?~ . C.o . ?.641 . 
( 69) StockenAtrom to Bird . 14 . 9 . ?3 . C. o. 2649 . 
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by the 6u.rveyi:nn; E:nt~ineer to re :preferable to that 

orj f"i.nally l a in ~. own i n 1 819, >;itockenstrom replied thr-tt 

t hat o:r 1819 VT'lf! "unquestionably t-h e hest '"L'YJC1 most 

n~.tn:ral . n And }·lc stresr:cA T!lost f orcibly +-he d. 0 .nf,'crs 

o:f ':".llm~rinr· thr Kaffirs to renain o!1 t!->e hi ,.,.l-e:r branches 

of the Ks.t r..ne. Gonn,p:pe , rihence they coulcl so c!"..sily attacJc 
( 70 ) . 

the TarJr.a a 11C1 lln:vinf!X' ' s Hive:r Divisions . 

Tl~e subst':l.n.cc c f tl1e~e t ···n d 0S'Oatch€'s i::3tocJ:~ nstrom 
~ ( 71 ) 

rel)ea.te~ j n cv lC!.e ::rme or 19 !l.up:ust 18?'t5, in detail ~no_ 
of t-h e despo ~ches 

accurate ly , ( exce};lt that he ~avn the date ns 18?.2 ). And. 
A 

L'l"J. the memoir of 1R7l3 , ~- efendi.Yl ... ~ the attan]rs '!'ll$.Cle on the 

Ooloninl Govern~ent f or the expulsion of Uacomo, he wrote: 

I f q,ny fault Wfl.P co"lmitteo on. this heqd, it vrA.s the 
:per'l')ittin~-c the Ca:ffr es to return to th~t territory 
afte:r they '\..,.ere expelled i!~ 1819 , ( to ~~ht.~.tever criticism 
the treB.tieR of \'.:hich t h!" t ex:rmlsion ·ras the co:nsecmence 
... 1a~y 1' e open , ) ru"!~l I mainte. i n t h~t t thfl Gove r.n:ne nt· c ouJ.d 
.not , r: ithout d is:plnyin,?: tr E"l pre~ tes t :poRs ible we,::o.l,.:nesn , 
have '1.1loYred those C!lffrcs to remain \'.ri thi.r the color.ial 
territory after their v?a.nton a t tack on the Tan1)001d es •. 478 ) 

G·odlonton d.avotr- a. co.r~s i d.erable atte nt i on to the 

l ns t point in t 1-i s section cf Stocltenstrom ' s evidence, 

viz . his stati .r,<? , i.r at1S'"'<>r to C. .• 595, tb"'.t he could not 

SftY r".'hPthr->r thB rr> hail 1' een w..y Kaf...,.ir ir"PtJ_ption dilr:i!l.p 

Dm1Jd .r ' s a(lr'1i:rJistrntion, since he hntt hacl J"' O f1.1rther 

cor:.nection with "~he fTo:nt ier FL t. tho t t i'Yl0. Th:'i-s Goa-

l onton interpr c+pf.i ~--: a dcli1:H.?rate eva~ton of t l1 e tru:fj, , 

fll'}O an ~,ttf'!'lpt to c over ur th e af"v~~f..':oio:ns of the Knffirs 

aYJC!. em}?hasize those of the Euro:penn.c:1 . This -r.ras the 

pa~S'J-."'0 -rti+h '''hic h , in !Jarallel: col 1L'ID1S , he COT!lpr>.red 

despo.tcht:'s o f StocJ:::0nstrom 1•.rritten s hortly after the 
(73 ) 

:period of Don1d:n 1 s ad.:rr!iY!istr:ltion . AC!Mittec1 l ;r , t h a ne 

des~fltches ind icrted that Stoc1c0nstron w~c, in f"nct, s:.'mm 

of' ae~r,.,ssions or the :p r'r t of' the Kn.ffirs a boPt 18?0 . 

( 70) Stock-nstrom to Bird • "1 . 11 . ~3 . C .o . 26~ 9. 
( 71) Q . 9fl5 . A. C. r1irutes , J) . 81 . 19 . 8 .. :'15 . 
( 72 ) A.C , ~inut~s, p . 100 . 
( 7'1: ) ~ Chap I, s upra . p :p . S J 6 a11d foot:not:e ( 11). 
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Aflfl here it is relevnr1t to rem~rk thl'l t, ln thfl next 

se~sion o~ evider:ce , Stockcnstrom l a id stres~ on the 

depred~tion~ co~mitte~ ~Y llaco~o. ~rd his people ever 

sine(' they had 'been v.llo•.re(l to ~~ta"'lish themselves on 

t'he Kat, f'lthough he ind.ic'l.ted t1->:t , not bein; in constant 

cO''ltnct ~·:ith the nili!·nr~.,. durw~ th~' .. t :pPriod. , he h11d. .no 

direct J-.::no•:rl ec"';e oi' the do:preon.tions . 1-'his does lend 

c olour t 0 the SW."'estion that Stoc1':enstrom rorn,s E'VD.fl. in'"" 

the point i!'1 his n.ns-:•rpr to ~ . 595 . It •:m.s , nnturall~:" , 

in the intC'rests of StocY.:Pl'lstrom ' s o•·:n def'<:>l"'"C t.o ~T!lphn­

size t}) P depred -;tions ~or'lmi ttcc'l h~r 1Iac Ol"(lO n.nd. }'!.is T,leo:plc 

prior to their ex:9~1lsion . I t was eou.a.ll., .. in his own 

interest rot to e'11phasize de:pref.!.'ltions durifl"': Donki'"'s 

administr~tio.n , since he vm.s a kl'l.orm ruY1 consistent 

ndvocr::.te of the :polic ;r fp,voure·~ 1'Y JJonJri:r, ~.s n solution 

Stoc1'.:e rr..strom ' s s.ns,•rer to 

Q . 595 T.ay , thorP-forE" , h~ve 1ee:n ~~iven i!'l thf'l interests 

o:f his m·m f!efcnce. But in the lir-"ht of the fc.ct that 

he hal not elsewhere :i.n his evide:n,.,e denied agf(Tessions 

or crueltir on the p'll't of' the K2ffire. , it r1_ oes not seem 

to '"leri t the attention it rcceiv'"'a. nt the hands of the 

Grnhnm ' s Towr Jour11al. 

This :fir?t SPction '1f' StocJn=mstrom' 8 evidAnce uas 

the c!"U?e of much in0 j_{f.l'lat ion in tho colum11..s of the 

Gr"!.h"'..I'I ' s To~·.1.1 Journal. On the trhole, however , it s~ens 

to have 1-een 1U1'7arrantecl. The encroach"'lents t o r~h ich 

Stockcnqtrom ref0 · rea 'tlre those of Europeans n.nd B~ tu 

~·on Hottentot te:rri tory, ?-DO not th os0 of E-=tstern 

Frontier colo.nists u-··on Kt~.ffir territory . StocJcens trom 

h~c:t, moreover ~ s incc the e~.rly years of h is l nndclror-:tshi:p 

.:r.tvc11 exprc9sion to thE' opinion th...at the Clep;ra<'lntion of 

the Hottentots anf! the proble!!ls of the Bush"'la.n frontier 



113 .. 

tver!? the ir-evitable result of' those encros.chment~ by 

former lf.enerf.'tions of colo11ists . Fith rep:a:r"d to the 

cor1mnna os of 18lt1 a~{1 1819 , Stoc1r:en~trom aid. not a evin te 

natc:rinlly :fro"'"'! his o•. ·n ettrlier o:pi:nions . Colonel 

Wad.e e,..id.e:·tly consi•lereCl t1't.nt StocJ{.enstrom hacl d.istorted 

t!;.e C fl.tl.~es of the 1818 C"lr.'tpai£"'- ry i:rfTistin."; that the 

f!lf'.,j or rea-~ on for u.mlertf'}'"i11r the c a.."lJl'!W d o r.ra.s the rro-

tection oi' GaiJr.2 e,pain8t th(' co:nfoderf:t~ cl:iefs . While 

it 5.s trm; that , n.t the time of t l1e e ar1'1.1aigr:, Stoc'~f'l1.strom 

co:nsiclered it P f."CePsary for the Ge~enco 0f' the colony, 

his OWYi c onments .~ f!fl the in.s+.ru~tions to Brereton be-u-

out his u~:sertion t h9.t tl~e "" ction of t }'I C' c o:nf'e~1 er~te 

cl1iefs a [';ni r st Gaika , rather th~J1 any f'nn.rre 1 of the 

colorw with the chiefs, :precipi tated th (~ co mmanlo . 

Stoc1\enstrom rem~dned c or.'lpl-etely c n.nsistent i r his 

atti tucle to the 1819 Cf:' "Jl}aie;n: he asse rted. tha t , 1.tl. ile 

it hacl. 1- een absol'l.ltcly O:"'s r ntial :ror the :protection of 

the colol1:'{ , it \'!as f l~ thP. fir~t ins tn.rce rm:ce}:·n~ ne0es ­

sn:r~r by t}) G i.11evi tnr1~ :reto.liatil'}n of the Kaff:i:rs a fter 

the ~·eizure of e1~orrnous (lU"l.Y1tit1f's o f Kaf"' ir c~.tt.le i:n. 

1818 . Abo1.1t Stooken.s tron's e~:ideme i'l1 co:r.r ection '>'lith 

l h e f111ont ier nr:ranr.;emc:r:ts of l.Gl? t too, Godlonton r ..... ,P: 

Eut he s aw 1.r. Stoc1~Pnstrom 's remarks ahout 

Gaika ' !J "unw:llli.ngn cess ion of th,.., neutral Te:rrito ry 1-he 

sali(';nt fe ~tu.re of his evidrnce. This ~·,rn,s ent1..rely to 

obsc1.'1!'e the s :ir,!'! ific"".re c of the f a ct t hat Stock enstrom 

did. insist tha. t the camneigr1 of 1 819 r.ac. bee:n. absGlutel'7 

nece~s~ry ~..nd t hn t -t:he n ev.r bounn.nry ''rar, fixe<1 re~o.use 

the Fish Ri ver '.78.9 u.nsi..it "l.1)le nPd untenable , -~nB thrtt he 

expres sed r o d isa:pprova.l of DoY.lJd:r 's s u'bsenue:nt :policy of 

settl emer.t of the Ceder ~rri tol"'J . Tl" e most s ~~ifica.nt 

dev1.ation fror.t Stockemt:ror.1 's ea rlier viot'rs a:p:penrs in 
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the im]?lied ce~SllT<? of the E~stern Front i~r c olo.ris ts as 

tJ.- G fir~t O.{':{Tessors a~?·r!.i ·-:st the K~.ffil"s , o,no i.fl t.he 

criticism of Somerset ' s repri~al syste~ . The ori.r?:tr. of 

thin , honevcr , I!lerits <1etnil ed attnn.t iol'l <U'ld will be 

discusnea ::!lore full y in +h<:" s0ction on the repris.,vl s:-stan . 

___ o __ _ 

( ii) ~~cone nnd the S ttlin~ of t .e 

Hold inr: , '1. ... '}-1e hn.d evl ways ·{{one, s ueh ~tr O~" views 

as to the i"ipolicy of' n.D.m."lino: the Ka:ffirs to set1·le 

anY''Trere in the Ceded Territory , St oo1,...enstrom naturnll y 

sgr; \'1i th cone ern the est£thlishraent of llacono ana his 

follo·•r r s on the u:p'!~ er brnnches of the K..'lt nnd. Gonap:pe 

Riv~rs , '7hich Somerset s~nctioned condi tionall~" i n 18~3 . 

Ani \'1hen , a.uriflO' his f irst tou..r o:f the E~stern Fro~tif!t'" 

9P Co!'!'.miss iol"le r - General n.t tl, c era of 18~r , J-:c :f'onnd. ~.lso 

Tiottm.n' s Jcr!".'ll.s est"blished 011 the Ba.rookn, ~:nd K"'l.f:f'1,.8 

sc..,tterec1 !l!ltl. \7Prilerir~ n.,ll over the Ceden Terr:lt.or;r, 

avnili} ~ tPo~solvns of every. 0:pnor~v~itY, t o nlu.nder , he 
- ·- j' (71 ) 

ae-ain report0n in stronr te nns +o the Governor . Point-

ine out tl"~ insocuri t;,.. of life on t:h~ :f:r artier in these 

circumsta.flccs, St.ockcnstrom r<:"i tera.ted t"h~ t he f1 00. snid 

in 11'3~7. : that, respite the r':'oocl o:pi:nio.t'l ldeut.- C0lo:rel 

Some1~·f't n.t tt.la t tine ar:rn1rently enterta:irer of lbcomo 

9Xld Botmn.n , t!'C" "tntal expulsion of the Caf'fE'r IIordes 
! 

:from the Ceder Territori'" i'or the :prevention of' 11severe 

measures ntrl blooctshef ult i.'"ls.tel y " r: .... n(l the attail1":1ent 

( 74 ) Stocker~tron to Bell . ~? .11.98. C4o. ~3~. lie 
co•meneea the tour on 23 OctorAr 18~8 . 
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of trang_uility on the frontie· , -rraco e ... ~cntinl .. As thi:rp,s 

were, the :fa.rr2crs compl'linen o:f' trincPcsant De:pred.,_tions" 

on the Tl<"~.Tt of str'l{r.glers; a.flr, 'I.T.rote Stoc'ke:rstrom "I 

am by no 'Tle:1.:rs s·-,;t·is:rieo that nl l the ••• chiefs 0 o not 

en.'101'ra~e the a.{':gression of their :rollovrers '"~.rrl partici-

p~te in. the spoil , .. hen they- thinJc they cnn clo so without 

(tctection . " In tr.is report, Stockcnstrom reco~mended 

9.8"n.bsolutcl~· indis:pensn.ble11 the close s ettlcment of the 

09(ted Terri toiy in orcler to :prevent suc~1 de;rea '1tions . 
{75 ) 

Thj.s rccor'lmercU:'l.tion he r<:f~~~cC' in December , 

and. .t.'"'ain in February 1 829, and in his l!ir.ts f'or thP 
'• - {77 ) 

Consiclerntio:n of the Socreta.ry to Goy0r!l1"1e-nt . 

re··c hrd · C~pe To~n , Stocken,..trom gave it s.s hifl firm 

opinion that th-: s callea for nthe t'!os+, ]?eremptory 

exem:pl r't.TY me".""11rer· on the :part o'Y Covernme nt in oro er 

to I!l'lintain its <l 1._P11ity an0 l'<"'Spect a.m:>ng the rat ive 

Tribes . " 

with the colony ~.rr enjoyed its protection . But, he 

BRiG, unrler ~.ry circumstnnees , ll?.co "'O ' s pursu.iTir the 

Tambookie::: into tl"!? CoJ.on;r rrfl ... there T:~urderi.fl.t:: nnd 

:Plur.derin::- them in tine midst of th(' colorists . merited 

resolute 1'1.mishncnt by e:-pulsion, ~ a ce;narcl on the 

:part of th~ Gove r.nmen.t for (> on:pcnsation -to th~"' T!"'.lD.bookies . 

::5tockenstrom pre:racecJ his r0marks l.~y a refereroe to 

tr e "im:policy" of Somerset ' s"eonn.i.vance at th .e breao'h of 

tho Tre~tics" in s~n(>tiorin" n~y conditional rc- occupnt­

ion of tl:c territory hy Ko.f:fir~ , nnn·to nt;hc !Tl<t11Y nets 

( 75 } Stocken~trom to Dell . 13 . 12 . ~A . C . o . 33f>. ~"'or 
Cl eta.ils r ,.. his suep,estions for !lotte ntot s ett.lenertts, 
see l F.-ter cliscussion on the Kat R·:ver Settlroent . 

{76 ) StocJ:enntro":l to Cole . E' . :? . ~9 . C. o . 367. 
( 77 ) For d.iscussion of v.rhich see the section on the 
· Knt .E i"~'rer S(!'>ttlenent . 
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of a.geression by i'Thich l.!ako'l!lo nnCl his FolJ.ov1ers h.["'ve 

provoked th0 execution of the t~~eat ~hich accompani ed 

the Governor ' 8 act of indul~ence . " Anii concluded by 

sa.yi.n5 thnt the ex:pulsion '\lone wau1cl not -prcxl1me an 

immediate ce8sation of depredations . This ·;mlld onJy 

be achi evf'd by the c lose set+1emsnt of the territory 
. ( 77 ) 

\mich he had nlrea.dy recor.1meD1ed. 

To nll these points StockenstroT!l refPr:red i1~ his 
( 78) 

evidence . A.ra. here it is :per1urps rel evant to pr.i.nt ott 

that Stocke11strom naturn.lly 1:1ad.e no 9.ttempt t o whi tev:nsh 

!!n.c O"'l.O • I n his evidcr.ce i n 1835 !le enphas izeil the de-

}lr.'edations co!T!littea by th"lt chief nnd his peo:ple, nftd 

tho treachery of' thei r 2.t+ack upon the Ta~boo1,.ies , nl­

though he co11ld :r-ot but have been aware of 13uxto:n ' s views 

on th~ expulsinn of Uacomo . In the li~ht o~ this ~~ct , 

thC'rc d.oes not S!"C'rtl to 1)e r.nwh point in Goi!.lontol'l ' s 

sarcastic com9ents on Stockenstrom' s neRati\e repl ies to 

q:nestions 2385 ~.nd 2386 , relativA to Uacomo' s reliA-bi lity , 
( 80 ) 

rd. ven on 4 March 183f- . Godlonton wr oto : "The a.p-

:point"':lent of the Lieutenant- Gove r.nor h a.'"' hB.d a most 

salutary effect in c 1e·"' rin:'?" away those mists '1hich at 

one period so evidently obsc\~ea the mental faculties 

nr.d :perceptions of the officf'T' receTltl;"' ar>:pointc0 to 

th:1t res:ponsi'hle office, ~a respectinp p'hi~h •·re have 

had smh just ~n:'1 co;;<,.e nt reason :for cmrplnint . " 

In descri'bine ho~·· the iCien of the K!"l,t River Settl e -
( 81 ) 

ment ori ginateo, he mentioned. that i t had occurred t o 

hil!l as n ncans of executinp- Sir Ru:fane Don'kin ' s :plan of 

settling the ce( ea TeiTi 1io :cy - a :plan 1.·;}1j ch he h::1d. 
( R? ) 

described. in some d.et~"' j_l in earlier evidence , and of 

( 78 ) Stockenstro~ to Cole . 6 . ? . 29 . C.o . 367 . 
( 79 ) Q. 9o5- 969 . A.C. minutes , pp . 81 - 82 . 19 .8 . ~5 . 
( AO) GTJ 23 . 6 . 36 . 
( 81) This. will be d. iscm:1nea in {T<'"". ter n etail ln te r . 
( 82 ) Q . 57.1 - 594 . A .C . 1in1.tc>s ~ J>:P • 49 - BO . 14 . 8 . 715 . 
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( 83 ) 
which he hucl n.l t7r:.ys approver • Furthennore, Stocken-

strom \'tent on , r.ince the ~0flec1 territory was E'ntirely nt 

tre d.isposal Of {'~OVe:rnment , \'hich \'laS there:fore justifie<'l 

in lP.~ri.nr, Cl atm wy restrictions whieh it sa.'t'T fit for the 

poe:ple tlho s houl<.'l tn::r:e 18lld there , he had an opted definite 

rero:ul atior.s f or t.h e propos eft ent·•tJ ishments ~ lle recnlled. 

th"tt the :princi:pnl f011.ture of his ora er \.'as that u: ·on 

every loc~tion ie . every farm, th0re should be at least 

fou..r :r.1en caparlc 0f ~en.-rin": arms; two of these should 

{';'Url.xa. the :flocJ .. s , one shoul<l re""l'lin for the :protection 

of the f"runil:~ NJ.d premises , ana the fourth should be 

l)rc:parcd. at P.ll times to l~O out in Cl.efer11e of the :f'rontier 

in crse of inv"l.sioi:"l . If t-;·m.nty- four hours hac1 e ln.:psed 

'lfter tbe lof's o:r cattle, no pursuit was to he allowed . 

:~.na no ka.f'fir cattl e were to 'he ta1 en u.n -~ er fl ey circum­
( 84 ) 

sti.Wc~s . 

In tre Su~l"cstions fo:r tJ, e s ettler1e1Tt of the Uer. ed 
( rf.i ) 

Terri tory , v:hich StocJcen~trom dre\'1 up in Se:ptemb er 18~9, 

the instructions a.o not in :fact ~:p:peS.l' :precisely in this 

form . Tie there recor1mended that each applicant ~hould 

be entitlefi to one plot of arable Janel, of 2 to 3 morren , 

for each "!!lP.n capR.11lc of b cari.ng arms, "which sooh appli -

cn nt vrill bintl hi~Ewlf :pernn...'l'le!ltly to kee-p upon such l9.nd 

well ., n 
armcc= . :l:fotblng is her"' said oi: the 24: - hour 

:period , but th.r.me are strict reguln.tions to ensure that 

Kaf,.'ir cattle should on no account 'be taJ-:en i:n lieu of 

stolen cattle, exce:pt vthere special ora.ers haa r e"'n 

given. On 5 1.ray 1829 , hm•Jevcr, StocJ"enstrom had re-

cor.mtend.ed that no cattle shoulcl he follovTed u.:p "if the 

( 83) See, for f.'Xnr.l:ple, the confinential despatch to Bell 
24 . 4 . 29. C.o. 367 . 

(84) Q. 984 . A. C . minutes, p . 85 . 19.8 . 35. 
( 85 ) S1u;e;estions of the CgT111!1issioner- Gepern.1 relative to 

the Policy to be ado-rten with respect tg the Caffres 
.,.-.-.a the occup['tio11 o:f the Crded Terri tory be:vond the 
Gona."' e subni tted to his Excell nc the Govern r. 
28 . 9 . ~9. A. C, '1i:nutes, p . ?.1~ - ~13 . IIence'forth 
c ite~ as Sugr.estior s of thr Co~isRioner-Genernl~ 
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robbery be rot kno,·m at the time it hf'ppans , n n:m'l , shoulcl 

thin b o at nit·ht , then -p1·rsui +, f1houl<'l ~ or.tr.J.ence. not later 
( or- ) 

tha.n cl':lybreak 1;11e next ii.n~· · In his orders to the field-

cornets in charge of tl:te Groups of mi~<t.tory farmers who 

tmrr movin,... into thf' Gon'!ppe afte:r- the ex:pu~sion of the 

Kaffi rn , Stockenstrom actually stipulated t~at no party 

sho'!ll.Cl c Ol"'sist of less ·t h.!U'l tv:e:nty arl!led. r1e:n, an.ft th!lt 

there shou.ld. never be less th"'n ten men left n:rmed t o 

{~nard the homes vhen the others rrent i.n :pu:rsu.it of 

cattl e . The 81.J!le r ern-11 .s.tions ir.s i stin,"' on inmed ie. te 

:pursuit, forbiddiiy~ r>atrols to .~o out after cP..ttl e VIhic h 

hacl r een lef-t- u_n::-t.J.o.rC'.ec d 1.u in:g the dn.y or exposed Ftt 

r.:ir:ht, n.nrl :rorbiddinr" the ta.1'i.n.ro of Kaffir cn.1~tle , are 
( 87) 

here repe -:e<l . I t s ~e~s t11at Stoc-:-enstron later re-

1a.""=ec1 the rf'euln.tions to '1llcm loc..,tions to hnva :rour 
( 88 ) 

urmea men each . 

Before: outli.nir£'.tJ1e :polic;7 of settlement 1·rhichhe 

haC! f'ollovreo in the Cecl ~Ct Te lTi tory , St.oc"!renstrom asked 
( 89 ) 

leave to eX]?lai.i:'l his rP-ason.s :for adortinp such n. po l icy. 

These compriser his najor criticisms of t~e rnprisnl 

s.y8t~~ . insti tuted by Somerset in 1817 , qs it operat~~ 

on tho Eastern Frontier. It must here ~ e e~phasized 

that , in the course of insistine: 01'1 the reed for the 

severest c hr-c"!:s o.,.. the c~relessncf's of the f '1l'Tlcrs , 

Stocke·r.:Strom .c11'lite cle~:rly :ttn.d the occu:po...l1ts of the 

nen1~~ Cee!.ec"' Terri to:cy i!: mincl . • It wa~ here , he s~id ,· 

th.at the Govf-':mment had. o. peT'fr>ct r:l. ..... ht to ley t't otm "a 

S~lste:ra pf :prev~"'Y'tive mensuref: i"'hich 'fTTould ha\"'e effectually 

( 86 ) Stockenstrom to nell . 5 . 5 .~9 . C.o . 367. 
(87) I nstructions t o Fieln- Cornnts . 19 . 5. ?9 . c.o . 367 . 

These \'/ere immeo verhe.lly on 30 . 4 . 29 . 
(88 ) See GTJ F..Ctitori'11. 17. 5 . 35. 
( 89 ) Q . 969:' A.C, r.til1utes, :p . 83 . 19.<1 . '~5. 
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protected t11e :frontir.r, provin eo the f'U'mors \iere :forced 

to gnard their cnttle . But , Stockemtrom said - a.nd he 

~~ice Made this point; 

it "lUSt be unr1 erstood th;t the p e nple Who live~ Within 
the ola bm .. mcfl..ry o:f the colony - tho.t is, thn.t :part 
:not belo:r..~inp: to the ~ecleA teiTitory - mil"ht perhaps 
have n rir:ht to S'"'!.Y to the Govern'Tllent , "you must ])rote~t 
us, n-nR "le hf-!.VC\ r:1.. r i~ht on our lands to let our ca. ttl e 
run free as v1e pl e:1se •.• t.rf' came here under your :promise 
of :protect:i .. o:r , n.rv'l you must protPct us without impos­
ing such obnoxiou.f.l restraints . " I n t"be Ceded Territory, 
ho~cve· , the t!'OVC 1"'11e nt could. h~:ve mrule stricter I'l21cs 
th...an per!-a:ps it ~·roulrJ. h~.-ve been able to 0. o o:-- the 
t.este rn s id .. e of the old botUldar~ . ( 90 ) 

The e:x::pulsion of l aco!"'o was , of course, n. :policy 

which Stockenstrom had expe('~ cd. to meet with critic isn . 

:Pr in{~le .::t.nd Buxton op8nly d isaP:reed with hiJl'l 2s to 1h e 

justicP of the course he had followecl . From a "lot her 

quarter , the miss ionary Sbnvr had virtunlly accused him 

of ma1:ing liacomo 's '?..ttnck on the Tamboo1des the prete~t 

.for exncJlino- him in or~cr t o -nroviae a site for a 
( 91 ) -

Jiottt-ntot Settl ('ment . Wi};h this • \7 .n. Boyce 'ins l ., te:r 
( 92 ) 

to ar:ree . I t is 011i te evi<1e~~t , h o-r.rcver, th"lt the 

ev·entual eX})ulsion of l~como w:.tr- , as Stockenstrom stated 

ir1 his eYidencc, the lo,cy;ic~l outrlO"'(le of his vimrs on 

the im:policy of ill.lovdrw th e Kaffirf1 to return to that 

stra.tef"ic seci;or of the Ce(1rd Territory. I t is sie-

r.dficant , !'loreover, that, "'hereas Rev . Sh~w' s version o f 

the motive :heh5nd the expulsion of llacomo mir-h~ h2ve 

served , hf'd Stoc~:enstroM a.cknowled.geC. it , t o soften t o ., 

a certain extent t.h e :phil a:nthrordsts ' criticisms of his 

policy, he '"'~Oe no o.tt~!Tlpt i.t1 his e'Tl'i0ence to shelter 

bohi11a sue h an int0 rprctf.' tion of his 11ctions . On the 

contrary , he ac1herNl c o.r.Eliste 11tl y to his coi"te"' tion that 

:Uacono shoul0. never h ave l 't:'e:n nllouen o,., the U'J)Tler -r:aters 

of the Kat , P..l'l0. th':'t the ma.intcmncc of the secur i ty of 

the froi~tic:r justified J1is e:x:pulsio:r . 

( 90) 
{ 91") 
{ 92) 

Ci •• 975. \..C . MinntPs , p . 84. 
l . 965. A.d. ~inutes, :p . 81 . 
Vic1e SJm!:.U p . e 9 



120. 

It !as after th c expulsion of Hacomo that Stoc~en­

strol'!l ·t-;ec~T'Je fuJ.ly 8Wa:re of the al'uses of t~ e re:Pris'J.l 

system or the Eastern frort if!r. And it was tl1is knovr-

led{Ye th<J.t led ltin to develop a sche1Y!e of frontir>r 

settl e-ment ~ the e'"'scn.tial fenturcs of rrhich, as 01JtJ.jJ1ec1 

i.."l }'lis Sucgestions, re'"'laine<1 t'-10 'ba.sis both of his po l icy 

~hro1~hout his Gormis~ioner-GencralsJup a~ of his 

sur~{-;cf-1tions t.o the Anorie incs Com:mi ttee . The orie i..n 

of Stockenstrom ' s criticisM of th~ r~prisnl syst~m o~r 

the si,a-r.ifi cf"lr.ce of !>.i8 fror+.ier :poJ icy must :noT:: f.e 

ex~mi.ne1 .. 
____ o __ _ 

( iii ) The Reprisal System. 

( a ) Stockenstrom 's Earlier Views on -the Repris3.l System. 

For n fo..ir VQlunt ion of Stockenstron ' s ev:ldence on 

th.e re:pri' 'l.l system, s O:JE'! unrl errt$1rii i..n,,.. of the cl.eve lop­

nent of his icleas on :rrortier policy from the e11..rliest 

yAar~ of his l anddrostship is esscnti~l. A coTiparatively 

small section of the extensive frontier for '.1hich Stocken­

strom W9.<" r~s:pons ibl.e 11orde ren CH1 the Kaffir fr o11tier • 

'Zhis area \7D.S Ullcer the i.:1mediute charge of the De:puty­

Lanldro .... t :-:.t c;,·adoc1c, ~l'l!i rTith the cre""'.tion of the 

district of So:nerset in l82tl, Stnc1..-e.l'lstro ... ce".secl to h['.ve 

B11Y connection Y.'i th this :p'lrt ()f the f'ror:tie:l':' . 0on-

secuc.ntl:? t he Yms chiefly c once rm~(1 , .. i th the }~usl:man 

fro~ti~r, ~a t~erc are i~ hi8 reApntches for t.~e neriod 

of his La..."t'l1.dros+.shi:p, coT!lpnrutivel~~ few direct r.e"fere:nces 

to :policy or.. the Knf:fir frofltif'r. 
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Stocken~trom was :r.eve:r , fl.t r:-.ry tir:1e, ~;vr.-rE.'e t.o 

il'l tJe!'eeMe:nt \ .. i th the rmthori t iOS • 

of nn ex:prf'~wert cri ticis1'1 of' a. polio~: is, in ~toclrenstrom ' s 

A.rd there are, fl..t ~11;· rate, tno instn.r:c0s i:r. ··+t ich , had. he 

to :·rhich it gave rir-e , Stocl::enstror? Pli-~ht ho.ve 1
. ee:n ex-

pee ted t o !:1a1~e it • 

In 18~~, Fic-10.-Cor:r.Bt vn!l der 7e~t WflS reportPd l:y 

Lieut . -Colonel Scott for irr0flUlnr col''du~t on M excursion 
( 9:3 ) 

in :pursuit of stolen cattle . Stoc1r:ens.trort i .nvestir:-..ted. 

the case , arfl co:m:plr>t81y exc nl:prtt0.Cl v .'lYl ('{ er l1r>~t . His 

gt'ouncts :for this , DS 1, e reporten to the De:;:mty I~an<'V1rm-;t 

of Crt.1d ock , '~"re:re t hr'e efo18 • In the firr.t :.nlP.ce , v 1.r: der 

ri.'''h t to tre8t tl-JP-m o.s eneMies vtz . on one of the unper 

br:;.nchec OT the Kfl.t River, whlch war• undon1!teflly :part of 
(94 ) 

the colony pccord.iPr· to the 1n19 'to,md<:>.ry . Secondly , 

ev0r hr:.d t:h.e 'kraal been i11 K11ffir terri tory, van ile r Nest 

tJOul!1 onl y h~ve ~~een d.oinc his Cluty in seizin{)' cattle 

the ro ~ acco:rrl irtt·~ to the ora ~rs laid amm in 1817, \'!hereby, 

i~ restitution of tre stolen cattle or aiscovery of the 

:per:petrntors uere :rr:>fused at th P. fir~t k:rn.al to rrhich 

the spoor led. , the p~trol \7a8 to sPize th0 :m.:tr.lber stolen, 

fr.o · .. : the first 1-:erd. found • 

strom po:!.rted out, he had. 11ot PVel'l ta.1':'en the nunf.er to 

( 93 ) For v:h~ i: follous , see SiJoekenstroM to ll'9.rc1. ir. r­
(De:puty Lr.rddrost a.t Crad.ock ) 14 .9.~3 . C . o . ?.()49 . 
This is the desps.t~h of l::11ich God1onton ma<le so much. 
See Ch~p I. 

( 94 ) This \' 7'1~ t.he l.r.c:i<'l.ent v.rl'.fch leR to the a.iscovery 
of ') -:-rl isnmterstnrdir . .,. .::t8 to the roul''.<l"'.ry line on the 
part of the mili t~ry . Vide supra, p . 11 o 
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vrhich he rias el'ltitlro, s :i..nnc he h11..li t,.,.o.no 11ot or.l y to 

indemnify himsel f , l'ut ulr:::o t~··o other farmers in :ti s 

division, ~:ho hnd lo~t 5? . 

h>id the fielr-cornet o.llorrcf! t"lr:m to rf' rct~h=!l1 i'rom 

him , he r:ou10 h."''tVe C GUS i0 ere(}. flirl 711il t.y of i nc1eci q inti. • 

But 8inc e re (lia rrinr.- them throurb the bnnhy COUJ"ltry , 

thus shovrinn- the K'1:ffir~ that they <lid r ot. 0..,_re to a:'· t ac1-: 

to 1i11c-dr co,·m..rdl~.- -practic r of t~J-::inr RcvP.; l'l'(' on thE" 

~·mrnen tmn ch5·ldren," his c onctuct n~.s in no "f;ra.._v to 1" e 

criticized. 

rC' ferre-1 to . 

is sir~nific n.nt : 

Th1.t tre h~.VP so!"let~'ir""" sertous to C'XJ'l('!1 t very soon or 
the :pr.rt of th0. C"tffer s .r.o one ~·rill cl oubt , ' · ,:~-+· +hs.t 
t1,eir D.ttcmpts '\7ill . .,f> attri"Putrrble to the ln.tc i nsig­
nificant Part~ ::.nc their Pr ocoed.ir !I'S 'f"Ji.I'Y'ht h~ve '!- een 
n.(l_ni ttef if the Cr1ffP.rr. h oo ~Ye•· s ince tr e Trc<'lty of 
1819 aCIJ,erc(l strin.tl~ ... +h,.,rctn , ~n,., 1:•e 'bpeJ'l t.hC' P{~f1Tes­

sors, '~-ut ·-i.11 r ot 1~,.,gr ~ M.oment ' s a.rrur::tent wne:r the 
De:pre'' 'l.t io.ns "':rfl ~.~urfi.P r~ :perpe1:ratf'0 f'or sue ~1 a l0.n.r"th 
of tifle l1nc1c; t;ho HoJ.)ort"' of t.hr De ... ert"rs sl1"'l.e ti"'le 
a.r-:o ':!.l'out +hp Reco!1cili.f1tio:n of ..... 11 I ·n.rtirs in Cpf':fer-
1B.nc1 rn!'J "':heir CO!l('!Crted F1r.r. of Oper? ti0.r- , toget11Cr 
with the lon.q Experience o:f the tren.cr;~"~,.O'l?S d.isposit­
ions of the C>,~.ffers , ~iv(' every onE" t.h: "'. snr~-trce tt1at 
thP Ilaf\sacrE>s , Fires, 'tr.d :Fl underi n,,.,. of 1819 r.rou.lc1 bE> 
rf" :pe"" ter"l t:b e fj r~ t favnu.rft 1~1 c opport1,r- J ty • •• 

The second instn.ncA concerr.s the susnens ion of the 

rc:prisDl systPm by Bourke i n apr il , 182h . A~trr study-

r":pers OJ'l Knf:fir afff'lir~ , Bour1~e fo:r;;ef st:r O'Yl0' o.,...inio:ns 

o:n t.:h,.,. GIJ.'bjcct of the evil s ~isi:r.CJO from t'hc repris'11 

syst0m on th<:- front ic:r. 

b~ "f~lO.ey :pe rs 0118 upon r:'hosf' ~~~c1 ~"'me Y.Jt P-!lC! evi)("• rience I 

r-I ace f"''Cf'.t relia11ce , rt n.nA p tU"ticul nrl y i~h e G orl'mllss i on E>rs 

of Inquiry~ Bourke dccir1ccl alto,..ether t o :put 8- sto~ to 
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( 95 ) 
the :pn. trol n.na. re:prisal system . 

Knffir c~ttle to re ::oeizec , . ut :no co~nM~.n0~o or aTMeC! 

body of' bura-hcrs y:~c:. to crrof"s the frontier \'!ithont tre 

e~ress orders of ~0vcnn~~nt, or i~ thr ~nse of~ hostile 

force to v.ia. ~·he mill tf.l.ry . The i.J::~habitarts wrre , h Oi'"-

ever , pf'rmi tted to form patroln to pr ote~t t 1ieir pro-pe :r.ty, 

a..I'Ja. to :pur~ue the mar~.utlern arc fr.1..r ~s the "h0uml11ry , :pre­
( 9(; ) 

video t r.e:v c'l. i<l not crosfi it . 

Hl,e.n i~he e orA ers t·rere :pro~ul.o;~.ted. , t;1~e district of 

Somerset l-J m fl.lreoq_dy bf)en creatcr: , StocJ~en~tro~ rra.s 

there:fore concer.nco 1; i th the new system onl~r in so fn.r as 

it ~.p:plief. to the ~:u.s~~nan f:;.~ or.tier . Ur~er th~ conditions 

·which :prev":i.lf'd on th"1..t frontier , he dise~rp:roved. stronrly 

of it . And he mfl.d e no bone~ a rout ex-press :i.J'1r'" his ri.is -

!l]!:proval in ~ letter to the Co:nmissio:ners o f I:rauiry i n 
( 9~ ) 

A'tJ.Cust 182£1 . The system of J;>rohi bi t.i!!."" the Roors fro'M 

er0rs , hP sair1 , laid +hi"! :f'irMeRt :f'o,,:rH1n.tion for just 

i'! cmt icr petty V!A.!' • O!lce thfl r·overnment order 1"~ecame 

£:eflf'ra11y ,,...:rown , Y:-h:ich t7PS ineYit'll~le if it r.r11s to be 

executed nt ::tll , "one night vrill be s uffi-:. ier>t for the 

d.estruction of hnlf th0 Fa..T1!ilies on th<' e~.:-trc~e Eord.ers , 

by those ~1ho :::no'i,' t hn. t the- Cross w.~ of ~ River fl :ra. n 

Ridge ensur~s R. Sf'f'e rctr~"~t . n 

pcmlission to e.ntcr the nntive tf'>rritorv cmlla ~e ortai:red. 

( 95 } BourJ~e to 13'1.thurst . 21 . 4 .. P.6 . Tr·eal. R0cords XXVI , 
28~ - ?B~. 

( 96 ) l~i1i tro-y Secretary to Cor.J.TI'le.rrl-1 rt or tl1r l'ro:nt :l.er. 
l l , .!.l .• ~r; , nn a S('f>.:ret .... ry to (}overn.'!le nt to L~nd.e ro~ts of 
.c'\Tbu··y, Granff'- Rei:r.et Pnr So!"'Jf'rset r>,0 . 4 . ?.fi . Ibid. , 
283 - 285 . The order to tho l~X'o.d.rosts mC'TE'ly forl'l.de 
tr ('> cros~in('f' of the 1-onr.rl <"~ry ":rx1 mnde no r:lfH!tion of' 
s~ izure of Knffir C[l.ttle . Foth orrl Ars w0re c onfidenti <U , 
~.r1 Somerset vm.: expre~Rl;r tolt1 to 1 .. eep tl-)nm se(:ret 2s 
f~r o.s :poBsible . 

( 97 ) S+oc1rcnstrom to Co:1miss ioncrs of Inru. ir~ . 9 . 8 . ~6 . 
Auto . I , 231 ff . 
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f'rom Cq,:pe Tovrn , th0 {~Cl.nt; rcsno:nsi'blP. T'ron~d proho.bly , e 

"Tlilcs fl}..'iay . Bus~ml:l..n so~iety was not like Ke.ffir societ~~, 

\."here there were chiefs rri.th n.nthorit:: to 'he fow0. , t"!Y.1.n 

17here the corlmU""ity cou.lc1 >-e held responsible -ror t~c 

acts of' its :rteT'lhE'rs . T'!, e Buf-lhmen ··:ere c1 ivider1 into 

J1u.m1r~dS O-f SITif'll ind.ependeflt "TOUpS; aJ'lO UY'leS8 the 

d.epred~t·'ons rrPre follO".'Ied up iMrnedi~tel:.-, it W'1.S im-

p~o.sible to trace them ~?nir . "Could Tic ~hen take in-

discriDino.te ver(J'ea v•ce on nll kraals?" sa if! Stoc1-:-enstro:m • . 
Yei; , j -r the mn.ra.uders fo1.111d they could stenl v: ith im-

pm"i ty, one .<:"roup after n.l'J.other 1•.rot:UJ!. 'he to r;rrtec t 0 r<.:~.id 

And "thf' fl::une onco 1-i.ndled , the s cenes 

Ilis own systeM o·"' chf'('ki:n "" -+:he ptn-;-:uers of r~mrnu~ ers, he 

sqi(l, 1''a.s to no1ce "every infl.ividu"'!l ern:ployefi on such a 
( 98 ) 

:P[l...rty particulnrly J3lncJ~s," report -:.t the Drostf!y n.s 

soon ns they re+rrr.l'!e-:l to give a a.e:positdon of their pro­

ceed int:s , "by wh ich it is caC"'il~r a iscoverei1 v:heth~r the 

J.)ursui t vm.s Ylrl!'.ton or D0C('ssnry or v;hether 'l.YJY cxtrer-1i ties 

; .rhich coulcl he 'lVOided ···ere resorteC. to - 1io Boor" 

Stocken8trom add eel. , "i.'rill inconsid.erntel~' r1m the r isJ::: of 

such Inou.ir~· if hiS! c~nse re :not just • 'hut to check one 

Evil by the su'bsti tution of o. ~ tiJ 1 .-:;rPrter one I humbly 

be[" leave to f .. issent from . rr 

Yli th theRe views, as rei ter~tecl. ry Stoc .. :E"!lst:rom in 
0 

( 99) 
a der.pn.tch i:n . oYe~b or 18:?-fl, to ~·.rhich he n.ppew.eCI fu e 

extr!:!.Ct quoted n.1.:ovc, BourJce disa~0ed entirel"'· , ns his 

]?em ill cc "1aT{!'i.I1al annota t:: ons s horr . On Stoc!-::r--l1stro11' s 

assertion thr..t Y:.o Tioor rtonld. rUl~ the risk of" enou.'lry if 

his cause rr"re 1:ot just, Bourke c cr·un!"'rtod : "The evidence 

( 98 ) These two v·orr.s St0c1~~.nstror.! un<'lcrll~~e:l in n.l" e::x:tr~t 
COT'~r of this letter \'lilich he sent to Bourke on 
2 . ll . ~n . c . o . 2678. 

( 99) Stocke n..c:ttrom to Pls.skct . 2 . ll . 2G. U. o . ~G78. 
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of' f£tcts de0idedly contrad.icts this P.ssertion . " Of 

Stocken,....i:rom ' s refereroe to 'indiscri!'linate ve f¥!"~11ce' 

he sa :ifl : t'This is vrhn.t occurs usnnlly il'l :puxsui ts , ~-na. 

indiF:criminate :plunt:l c:r· into tJ'Ic bf::lrr;a.in • •• " 

In thif' des:pat~h, in ~·hcich Stoc1 .... enrtron hoo ~een 
ns,;:et1 to com.rnent 011 th" polic~- to be ru.rsue(l t o··:a.rds the 

newly- arrivcf' F e l- coni e s on the borO.ers of th~ 0olony, 

he p()intPd o11t that these tri.bes were probo.bly like the 

llantatees - very H'l.rlike nnfl. lra.ve a.~onf.' thon:.selvcf: , but 

no nctch for the colo~ial forces Ti ith their firearms . It 

shottl!3 l'c e r.sy, he c ontemeti, to :pu.t dor:rn nry '"'.tt.empt on 

their :p~t to com..T!!it de:preflr-tions "l:revertive ne;-sure~ , " 

said Stockens trom, "vrou.10. therefore l·e the best , n..nd I 

fully "'gree V!i th Col. Soncrset n.nd nr . !~acJ!"oy as t 0 the 

h""'xpedieroy , n~y absol11te neccssi ty of follo··rin"' up mar­

aud.ers o.cross 1;he Bou.ncln,ry i'!mefiintel:>.,. a fte "r.' the Go~nissio :n 

of anJ,.. Depredt=ttio:n . One or t\'!O sm<:>.ll l}arties r:onld_ 'Po 

1"9.d.e w 0X:?.m-ple? o-f, our superior strenrth v:ou.lrl. he s""e:~ , 

the Uass of the :Peopl a \'rould talce tl-J.e Lesson , m Cl :per-

ha:ps never 11 e he<-rc1_ of n.ga:Lr , at 1 e.: ~t 'he h!lJ!PY of our 

friendshir . " 

To t.·hich Bourlw noted: "This ma.y llf" true as to 

strnnn;ers l atel y nrrivc·1 on our borders & c . But it h~s 

been tried on the Cnffl"es _for y(-)a'ts without; eff~"ct - n.nd 

vmy - t.ecause in the~e pursuits the Uolohis ts n~c~~e 

nlm:dererA in iireir turn . It 

n.tions o!- t.hr 'borde1·s of the Somers et Cl.i~trict , CO-:"l:Pl n i!!Ei' 

ofby Somerset nnc111ac"ka;- , ann :presm"ler1 t o l; e coT'1!!1itted 

by isolntf'd lia.nt a tE>es 'U!fl d~serters from the colony , 

Stocker..Ptrom c ro.me nte!i : 

I c rt.!"lnot consider thom of much i mportance unle~s we 
all01.'! there (( sic )) Irsults to be continued with I n:rmnity 
ry not follow in{" thorn OYJ the ~pur . - A.ll I ~'"1. nm:iom3 
al'out is thn t ·rre shoulcl prcv~nt t.hE" in(' iscri"'!lin~te 
Sl~:m.e·hter of tr. e whole i'!hicr must result :from a mist~1--en 
lenie+;r , "riJ t oo r.mc'h forl:-e'l.r~T'C""' . 
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Bourke rT"ls :rot convince;"l . And Stocl~enstrom conti11ued 

to :point ou·~ the evils to w'Mch '!1.0 belicven. 13ourko ' s 

I~ Apr il 18~7 he nrotc : 

••• th..o ' I honoree. +he ff>el:i nPs which <i ictn. +eel those 
Instrn.ctio!ls ar.d caused then t.o 1'e <::'tric+ly r;~herc>~ 
to , (100 ) I conqiderc.:! j_t, r1y duty to tnke every op:por­
turit;;r to rhov1 th?. t tl1ey vrere in ~2!Y r~=>spectr: likely 
to c1efcat the hUL'l9.ne object of the i:r oripi.nator , r-t:nd to 
RccelP-r~tc trP. exterr·1 i.nntior ':Jhich Fis ITonor f1 o jnstly 
d.eprecPtes ~~ which I belieV0 there is 1" 0 O.l1P. ~Orl rqse 
enouo·h SPCTetly to i'lish T'lUCh leSS SO c.evoid o:f Sbame 
a.s openl;y to r0CO;t.rrrcril . ( 101 ) . 

Had Stoc1renRtrom ree!l W!lre o :f the existo me of 

abuses of the typo nour1ce hAii in MiY'Id "'nd vrish.ec1 to pre­

vent 11he:o h~ int:roduced. his syster:t, it see.mE: oorc than 

likely th.11t he •::oTtlt'l hr.ve r.1ade s<!lle reference to them in 

theRe coDml~ications . But nothine- of the k1rt3 ap:pe:u-s . 

I t seems reAsonable to a"rJnme, t'I-J.c ref ore , t 1~!1.t , 

durin{" his Lnn:ld.ros tship , Stoc1>::enstro!'1 1'iun rot u:nd.uly 

conce rne.J .,_'tout a'Puses of the :rcprisnl s~rs tem . Incleec , 

rtbuses of the tJrpe he later d.eP>cribea '"lS be in:· of all too 

frec_mE"nt occurrence in the Ce~efl Te:r.rito:cy r,rould rot 1~~.ve 
. .· . 

come to his notice on the Bushmnn Frontif'r , since , 1m-

l ike the Kqff'irs , the 1=lushnen soJ.tlom if ever h~ n.ny 

stoc1'" in their :posf'ession "heyond. v.rhat they st()le fror-t the 

Colony . 

This , ho'!.·Jever ~ is not to Flay that SdsocJcenstrom v:'l.s 

unaware of the a·~!l{"ers inh~re:nt in the ftysten , fleces~it-

utcc 'by the shortne:e of r~gular troo:ps :.mel the ext0.nt of 

thP. fronti0r , of a.llm·rin~'~' :p?.rtios of burrhors he'"'d.ed hy 

their ovm o:ffi~ers ( the Fielc1.-corl1ets ) to r:o in :pursuit 

of marauders . On i·he contrary, he: was acutely P1Tare of 

the position.. Tie J-.:flm'r his fronti~rsrne!! too 1·rell to 

io.enli~e them . The f cnr tho.. t t:he s:toulclerin(" firP.s of 

reAon.tme:nt against the nat:i.ves woulcl 1 eM to "unne~eS<;n.ry 

(100 ) See . for instarce , Stoclce!lr:trom ' s letter to HrtrniYir; 
on tr .. r> su.b 1C'ct of re:prese!'lt~ tic! .s from tr. 0 inh<.:>J;i tantf" 
!lgninst Bourke ' s la.rr . 19 . f, . ~7 . C. o . 2694. . 

( 101) Stockcrstrom to l:'l~s1"et . 7 . 4: . ?-7 . C. o . 26<34 . 
See also Stock0nstror1 t!l l~la8Y:et ~0 .~ . ~7 . C ; o . 269~- . 
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bloodshed" obsessea him . IInr<'ll'\;r a cO"l1t1unication to his ., 

Field- cornets nuthorizinr an amen In rty into Bushman 

eoUJlt.ry closed v.rithout R1l exhort ation to use the utmost 

~"!ri t inr~ 

to Baird. in 18~2, on the suhjeat of a re~e:r't ex-pedition 

by Field-cornet Forie, in pursuit of Bushr.'len , StocJcF-1'.!­

strom ex:preP.sr->Cf his relief that nwhilst the utr:1ost Spver-

it.y seE>ms to :bn.ve ·reen ino.is:pens'lble, A.ncl 'W'"'.S r0sorten 

to , , .• e hnve thf' ind.u~.:d table J:lroofs that thn C. iS'1Ster has 

fallcm on the Ouil t~.,., as U:pJ.H!f'J'S from the manner in YThieh 

the Field. Cornet hnr asc~rtaincd the retreat o f the ref:'~ 

Robbers by followin~ their tr~ees accordinG to the Spirot 

of m;· lne:-truetions." But, he continues later, "'the 

i\U'~ r:hieh the :F'ield Cornet deRe!"ibes as havinp: pos~essecl 

his !'len shot-rs hor! imprudent it ,.?oulCl ~'€! to se.rtd a stro:ne~ 

force ~·rith ore' ers or 1\.uthori ty p.;enc roll~,., t o red nco the 

Bosjes'l!len by a:-tieable .a..nd i:f.' theBe f3.il , by ho~t jle 

m~nsurP·S : for all v:hi ch Roason.s I trust ;you vrill lreep 
(102 ) 

a ste11.d:f'.lst eye q_rd eon.stfU'lt cheek on nll such ope:r.ntiors. " 

This frar of the "reVPD""0 motive" is a constantly 

r r curri.n{': theme il"l StoeY.:en ... tron ' s deRJ.Httches . I n 181~, 

:for instr.t.ree, shortly after he becaor:e Ln.na• .rost , he re ­

:portcc'l t:re incid.P-nce of reper>ted. n.nfl serious clepred~tions 

in t."1.e Ta.rka area , 1.1hj.ch induced him to hurry to tl'le o.rea 

to nrke up a party of arncd inhabi tarts to :punish the 

off'e niers • But he m:tP careful to pln.ce at their head 

two rc·liable Field.-norY"et~, carefully instruet0d in 

'~'.Titine 8-t to their procedure , for , "tho' I i7ns nell 

SY!JUre of th c precariou.<j ....,nCl .u::safe Si tn ation to 'i7hich 

the Inhn.'bit'l.rts on the Fro~ntier would ,e reduced , if the 

!!ei{';h~onring Suvn.~e t:r·ibes should continue to molest 

(102) Stockenstroi!l to Do.ird (Deput:r L~mdrost of Beaufort) 
7.~ . ~2 . Co~y i~ C. o. r.641 . 
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them vr ith im:puni ty , y0t I thought necess~.ry to n.ct Y.i th 

the greatest precaution., to :preYent thr:-t th'"' ass ist""!J.ce 

which shoulii he cr~'.r.ted in this insl~·\n.ce • be tu.rneo. i:n.to 

n. tle..,IH:m o:f rcrvcr{':e , ;;/rich VThen carried to too {j!'f>~ t n.n 
( 102: ) 

ro:tent would coru1ternct its ronl ohjE'ct." Even ·:.rhen 

wri tinp. to Deputy Landdrost lic'U'd inp, in 1 8'?.7 on the Pubj eet 

of rcpreseYI-l;tl tions fl.(':ai.nst Bo·,rJ>::e ' s l f'6'1 forbiftdine the 

:pursuit of t,.,eives 8.cross th.e borcters "~:ri4-hout Government 

sanction, - and it nust 1Je renen'heren that lll:c a~C'ecl. in 

pri11c ipl e t.'Tith those rcprGseY'ltatiol'ls - StocJwnstrom 

••• tho ' I shall evr>rrcgn.rd it...,~"' a sacrcn. o.uty to lqy 
the IntPrests ar-c~. G:r.ievr>.roe n 0 f t.h c Irhu1~i tarts reforc 
their Rulers in their true li{?;ht , it ':'llJ_st never "te 
eX:pecte~ thn.t I sholl deviate from. the principle YJhich 
t.ho vhole District is .-~rrare I hnve hitherto ad.her-eC! to , 
of checJ~int~ by s.ll "'E"f-l.n.s in MY po,·rer, e-v,.. ry cl isposit ion 
to i.ndiscrir,linr-:.te r.--taJ.iation "·•"'~.0 revc.r.""e for the mo~t 
incon~iderable qggr~·sior.s so~ctine~ ~e~er~te~ ~Y the 
noet heart-r~:rd.in,c:: cnnses of st~rv'l. tion :">!1.''1 misC'ry; a s every 
farmer Jr....nows , ~l}d t. :~ich the r'lajo-, i t2 niini "!; "'l!.t~. rta.ke 
allou~ces 1or • •• (104 ) 

That this was tndeed his :policy is fully r.orY!e out 
( 105) I 

by fue desp{'ltc hes o f his La.nldrostshi:n . !Tor 1:T~.s l1is 

f'enr basco upon theoretic~ 1 princ iJ?l es . Of the exi~ tence 

of nirree;u.leri ties 11 aronf!' thC! frontir:rsm('n Stoclcenstro!1 

was \':'ell a·.:are , thou.'•h they cl o not n.:p:p"'~ to }'I !>Ve been 
(106) . 

the {"eneral rule. As enxly as 1 81'7 , the nirregv.laritit.E" 

1".1hich took place ar:1.on{~ the fn.rncrs in thF> outlyint: frontier 

(I istricts of t'l1e Koup , Ne\'lVeld aJ'~d. Swo,rteberg led Stocken­

st:r·oM to reco!'l!lenl t~1e er-:t<'J.blishment of a C!.e:puty landdrost 

( 103 ) Stoc"'.:enr tror:1 to J3irc1 .. 16.5 .lf, . C . o . 8603 . 
( 10~ ) Stockorwtrof'l to !lnrfl inr- . 19 . 6 . ?7 . C . o . ~{;94. 
(105) See, for eXPT!l].)le, Sto~l.-eiJstrom to B~irfl '7 . ~ .~~. ~r.c1. 

1~ .. . " . ~?: . Copi8s ins . to S('c . to Govt . lA . ~ .~2 . C .. o . 
2641 ; Stockt-r:c tro!:l to v .a. . Gruaff 10 .1.17 C . o. Pn0 6 ; 
Stockel1stroT'1 to F"lrd. in.£:" 20 . 9 . ~o C . o . 262!1 .; Stocken­
strom to ll?~0inp, 11 . 9 . 21 C. o . 267>3; Stocye~strom to 
~·n'n"'- PLf: .l1. ~4 . C. o . 2658 . 

(106 ) e . f" . St oc}-erFtror.l to I>las~cet 18. 0 . 0 7 . G. o . P695 . 
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fa:rr.tC' rs "the sn.."'l e system, v•hic h is (laily {';ai.r.int: ~01md 

il'A'th~r :p!'l.I'ts ," were "but slowly succer-sfu.l.'' An(1 he 

felt thP.t 11 ~ T>er~or. in full outl"'ority so ne~r tt,.e most 

exposed. :partr of the i'orthem Bouna.n.ry r10ulfl secure t o 

the In11~.rj t'" .!"'ts all r. ecessnry s u;p:;.-ort in c '1.'~0s &f i:nroa0..E', 

:mn o.n tho oth0.r hr.,.nd. <l.e11rivo them of f'ulse -r.rt?tences for 
{107 ) 

IJanton :1.ttac1 .. s n:r;on Dorc erers . 11 

Cases of f:! 1x~1~ ttwa,.ton attt:tcks" upon the n~ttives 

ccrtainl~-~ C!.id coMe u.nfler Stockenstr oM. ' s notice ano. •:T0.re 

carefully investi."nted. ~na. f or<:dhly C0'"'1r.tentect ·u:)on by 
. (108 ) 

him in his d esnatc ~es. On the whole , hol'~"'ver , the 

system rrhich he rulopter' of recnrlrinr'" evr ~y JYttrol thn.t 

,.,cnt out to re:port or, its proccedi!'lf'S, "l.m of rn.1ciiord:r.. p~ 

both the Europe'l.ns and r.o~ -Europe~ns in the pRrty , seems 

to !1'1.'179 act~c ns an effectiye cl:.ec~:.: on irrpt·ularities in 
(109 ) 

his o~n district . 

Nevert11..eless ~ St.oc:re:n ""troM. 's knotTle0 r~e thr-.t cn.ses 

of cruelty coulc nnd d id occttt maae him exercise the ut-

most caution in the emplo~ent o·r t he n11r.t;her pn.trol s . He 

fully acknorJ1cdgec1 their necessity ru3 n. me 9.TJS of :protect-

ion for the frontier farmrrs, 1mt \far: ulwayr deeply c on -

cerr.ed about the authority ·rrhich hao. to b~ given to 
(110 ) 

Fielo.-cornets on these occ!"l..sions . 

This was one o:f' the ch ie:l reasons for Stoc1-::enstrom' s 

insistence upon the absolute !'! ece~si ty for i171J!lec11.n.te 

:pursuit of robbers . I t wns , as he "TJ~ote t o Baird in 

182?. , "the onlj.- ".'Ta~r to nske sure tl"L'l. t --:1e nre f~~f)hin."' 

the Guilty a~d not butchcrin~ the Innocent . " And in 

18?7 , explainin,7 to I1':1.SY.: et the re~~:onE" for his o:pposition 

to Bourke ' s lm1, StockeJ"Strom assertefl tha t !l:rw co;·'lmn.til.o 

( 107) Stockenstrom to J,irc • "'4 . 4 .17. C . o. 2.606 . 
(108 ) For exanplP. ; Stoc'ker~tron to I3aird. G . e; . o:~ . Theo.l . 

Hr·corcls. XIV, 387 ; Stocke !i strom to l!J:l.rd in;~ 2 .10 . ~~ c.o. 2641. 
(109 ) Stocl-::cnstrom to Co"'lmissioners of I:rcmiry . 9. n. c::r. . 

Auto ,. I. 232 . · 
( 1~ For exs '!'1pl e : Stock~nstrom to B~ird 7 . " . ~? . Co--:iy in 

s. to Se" . to Govt . 14 . ~ • ..,~ C. o. 9 641; Stoc:"'enst~on t.o 
.I' <::rdiY' rr- 11 • <::' . ~1 C . o . ~63?: ; 3toc1ren~troT'l "t. o ..Plcskct 
7 . t • ..,7 C . o • ?.!;9A • 
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se:nt against the Buslunen some time after n robbery would 

be either unjust or use leAs, fo :.1 it -rms virt1.1r..tlly im-

poss irle to he certain thC'n which was the ~""uil ty 1cr':l.E~.J. . 

HThus , " 11e v.rroto , tran imprudent or cruel le~r1 er \''ill 

nine times out of ton Apill i~~oeent Blood ~~~ a Gonsc-

ientious one tTill d.o nothinr or ra+l-,er a ~e!lt o.P-'11 cf 

mischief by harPssin,.,. his l:'~...rty r:rnr encoura~"'i.l'1~ 9. renewal 

of np-~ession . It is d.renflfu.l +. o rr>f1E'~t, 11 he yrent on , 

"whn.t horrible cl.C'eds the"'e Con1nnl'ldos sel"t by Goverr.ment or 

the Lnndcl.roPt f>-{?'::'1 iY'st the Eosjesme:r. , 'lfte1' the +.r..,ces by 

w~ich tbe rE>~l Urimi.Pals car. re d.isno-rrereo. nave disa:p­

:pe..,re"' , I!'I.'J.Y per:petrate f:l..YlC 'brinr up0n th-· Colo.Y1y 11y t:au 

o:r retaliatioY' , an:l it is still mor@ drradful to 1r110'W 
(11? ) 

what they ha.ve done he:rotof'ore . u J3ut he acknovrlAdged 

thr>.t the Field- cornets, properly supervisect , acted. as a 

check on tJ~ pn. trols ,_ w o.n pnr~ni t rr on t11e SIJur'' , for 

he could 11e,...er advonate the alloui:n.- every indivin,lal 

farmer t o t -!1.k0. e. forne across the f r on.t icr. 

The carelessness of the famP-rs , f':nd their temency 

to eXD.f.':~P-r~te petty deprr-dations on the r>n.:r·t of' scattered. 

bR:rds of mnrau.ders into frontier alarms, g2ye Stockenstroo 

ns lP..ndclrost cons it! err-ble C!:-1._1.1se i'or c oncerl"l . He never 

negl·,cte"l to investigr:.tt7 ru.I!lOUT8 of alarms alo:n.~ th~ 

:f'rontier, 11ut t:imc al'ld. ~gain he renorts thr.t he found. 
( 11?} )-

"everythin~ p0r:fectly ouiet," whic:t tenn.ed to r.1ake him 

very sceptical of frontier alarms . For inst~J.nce , on A.n 

occas ion when Baird re0uest<:d. authorization for a stronr: 

conr:1u.ndo of 150 r1c:n 'lf'ninst Bushmen nal'"1.11ders , Stoc1:on­

strom 0uestione~ r:hetber o.ffairP hRf.l r~ally c ()l'!lC to such 

a pt.>.ss a[! to re q ,,ire s u.c h s c 0'"'11Vl9 n:lo . All the evidence , 

he se.i<'t , seel!led. to ch o, .. th:?. t the 0.epre., at:1ons \'J'f' re causer" 

(111 ) Stoc1cf-'nntrom t.o Bn.ir<'l 14 . !' . ~~ . Copy e:nclo::::ed in 
S . to Sec . to Govt. 14 . 2 .~?. C. o . ~n41. 

( 11:?. ) Stoclcenst :rom to 1-1:::.~1-:Pt . 7 . 4 . "'7. C . o . :?694. 
(113) e .~. Stoclt:er:stro~1 to J-:ircl, 29 . o1 . ~.P . o.o. 2641. 

' 
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by the usual bards of starving stra{':gle:rs . He ad.mi tte0 

the Cf.!.se of J ourda.~n ~d his ~ om:panions , i'iho had t een 

attacked, to 1:e an excc>:pt1on; bnt thn:t, he :pointed out, 

~tn:J,. c ~se "I for m~· m·:-n 1')a:rt m1..1f'lt make t;he necessary 
(114J 

~.UlonlY:.Ces for the e:xat~·rer~.tion usual in simi1nr cases. tl 

tmder n. Fie1rl - corrtct harl s-oocessfull;sr cler:tlt ':Tith a h9.nd. 

of th0 mlr'1uc1Prs 1~y follovrinp u:p thP trr:1ce8 of CC1_ttle to 

the c:u.i l ty kraal , Stoc"lrcnst~·om commented : 

• • • I ,., o:r;o it :i 8 r o1~r 0-vit!. 0 .rt t o y·ou that on t hn t :pr inc i rsl e 
o.lon0 our rr'r·uls ive me5tS11res en. :r in n.11y d.e.o;ree re 
cou.ntc·nRnceO Yrhnn callEx'~ f o:r by the utnost necenf' it y ••• 
f or i f y ou onl :,y re f'lect on thP e.,.sy n efe~.t ~:nd Dis:re rs ­
ion of r:tn EneMy 1:r'rich h~s 'h0en crieC! up as endqngerinP: 
the .District , cor1b i ned \~·ith the fortnnnte circ1nnsta.rce 
of .no o:rP of on.r 'P ro-ty hnving been in the nlip·h.tP.st 
d.ef'ree ~urt I tr.ink ~ron 1'rill allow i t rnther m be an 
Executj.o:n o:f' Grir'li:nals t~r;o..n 'l'!'W -t;ring lP:e n d w .. o;erons 
Conte~t ••• (115) 

Stocken~tro!!l ~·;as ,o~ccr'I, ed t'·2t e,re;1 :pstrols should 

J'lot l)e c ~llea on1~ unneccsf!arily . if'or inr: tc.rco, in 1817 

he v.rrot~ to vru1 cler Grr.tfl.ff , roc oT"lMe!'n i.n . .,. +h~t tl1r. Jriela -

correts shou.l"! 'l.l rrays h ~:ve ~. ce- r t ain :mu:·fber of men reaf!y 

in:('" him : 

• • • i t: must 1'e cle8r1;..,.. stRt~d t r "'·t the peo-ple t>,us 1-ert 
in. r r adin0sn Yl'J.nst not r e c~ll P-d out ~erel;~ for n. fe1·r 
s tra.re:le rn , or on n.oc mwt of some fe1·; CJ"tt:tle r)l urdered 
tf1rou""h c-:1rclefwness - f0r n{,.'"li nst 'SUch each d istirwt 
f'nnily is orli.r:er1 to watch • .. (116) 

A~~ o~ sever~l oc~nsi ons he criticize0 Field-correts 
( 11'7 ) 

s0verel~r :fo:r· 8.ppar<'.ntl~.· m1.1'JE' CO:'S!1~J f:1 Ct i on . 

Throu:~hout StncJren.stro!'l ' s deE'pPtches in r0gnra to 

l:loth Krt..ffirs "'!!1<1 Bns!'lrnc.n , th0r0 a.:p~P"' :r.s , side hy sire 

(114 ) Stockerstrnm to Brj.rd 7 . ~ . ~~ . C.o. 2S41 . 
For :furtlv='r rc~arks on thn i mprud.enr>,e o f · fro.nti~r families 
iJ"l ex:posi T.l{" t.hPmS8l 'V88 to c1.fl.YY"ers 'hy treJ1.:1\i!l'"" to isol a.ted 
s:potf\ , f-l.n_, tJ'!e impos<:!i1'flit~r o:f nuttin!" the whole coun.try 
in motio:1 to save Sllch famiJ ier- from +.~e consec!Uence~ 
of t!'leir o,·rn im:prurl e .rce see an enrl;;r despatc h of th0 
Cor!Mi ssio!:l.Pr-Gener'l.l to vn.n Ryreveld 22 .10.28 . C. o . 336 . 

{llB ) Stockcnstro~ to Baird '7 . ~ . ~? . C. o. 2641. 
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against ge11uine h~bi tual m!U'n.uclers , an imt!lense c om:pP .... <::Jsion 

for those driven to theft by need . It 11~s his convivticn 

that d.es:pe:rnte need , r'lthor than tvn nt on or or~anized 

E.l{?~gresfiion on thP colo.ry, ln.y nt t:hf' root o:f !'lost , if 

Pot ~11 , denred~tio~, thnt nn~e hi~ so extreDe1y cautions 

about srtnction1.n."" Cl :rartic action 1mlesc the :proofs o:f 

('uj 1 t \ nre i.nd.is:put'1.hJ. c . 

of t'l.n fr~nt ie:r colorists . 

EveJ1 u:-tc.n , a O.Yl"' thr Ko.ffirfl on the :i'orth- Enstern 

bordE=-rs , {Toups of :proved mernuo.ers 1vere d i~0ove ..,.ed , 

Stocl'::el1stroM , \'.r11i1e sftl'lct ionin.oo tl"' eir punishme .nt , seems 

<"l.l :m.;:s to hr.w~" inclineCI. to the vic·.' th::tt these ·:•or~ iso-

1:-.ted bt:mdi tti over .... hor.1 the 0'1.iefs hen li'f.t1e cofltro1 , 

'JrH'l t'h...n. t their o e:prefi ...... tiom~ shouJJl not r.c a llovred. to 

np;g.rcs~io!1 on thr 'P ~rt of th c. K~:rfi -c~ , o:r in+o "0"180 -
(119 ) 

anent n.ctinn 8..'":ainst +"1~" yrhole K!.'.'f'i''ir commnnitir. 

Before t'1e '1.CI optior of So:1crset ' s T<":prisnl !ll')licy in 

1 817 , Stoc1~erstrf)?.'!t folJ m·reA ijl,p F~n.m:C' r>olicy t o~'!a:r.dr.: thC' 

Kn.ffir lcrn.n.ls as tot'mra q the fuf:hTian 1cr-'"1.'"'l~ : ·· 110 1-Tahl. 

,·ms t o '·e ir afl..y n-=ty irterfE"rer!. rr:ifih nn1os P> t'herc v:e···n 
(120 ) 

inc o.rtestnr1r :proof~ of i tP> r-t,il t. And. even :1fter the 

introduction of Somerset ' n syFJtc:t , S-t;oc..,:onstrom ei"ic1ent1y 

preferr~a th f' seizure o.nl~· of en 1: tle l'"no,:'l'l. t o have been 

( 116 ) Stoclmnstrom to v . fl . Graaff. 10 .1.17 . Quoted i'rom 
Gory Tr~nscripts p . 894 . 

(117 ) e •• "' . Stoc,~"nBtr0.,.!! +o If.,.rcl ir>..t? 11.9 . ~1 . C , o . ~F~3 ; 
St"c1:er;st'Y'on to ~'::tcl-.,y 10.11 . <)4 . a.o. ~6f'R 
Stoc,~..-n~·-4-rory to ~r~C,':['Y 25 . 1_1 . ~A. T'!"t::J..l . R ... ·,..,orr-:- ~ . 

(lH:. ),e . g . ll) Stockenstrom to Lajo.i..- Fr£ser 2:2 . t .l8 • ..!0 261-~ 
(2)btockenetrom to Hu·dinc 20 . £. • .20 .;o 2S'..:J . 
( 3 )Stockenstrom to Baird 7.~ . ~ • JO 2341. 
( 4 )Stockenstrom to .rlird 5 . 6 . 22 . '.lhet.1 , ..... e ,or da X1V' , 305 . 
(5)Stockenetrom to LLcke..y 4 .11. 21. • ..:0265£... 
(6)Stockenstrom to }1~Lket 3.11. 25 . JG 266'l . 
(7)~tockenstrom to I l~sket 1.12.2j . JO 2J6, . 
( L ) vtO.Jke,.strom to HLrdin;- l S . 6. ~'7 . Jv ~63?. 

(119 ) e . ~~ · Stoc,~rw3trom tn Tirfl 19 . 1 .1'-. (ir Cor~" Trrt.n.ooripts 
Vol . I, :-'56) . StoC1"1"'TIDtrom t.o Tirn 31 . 5 . 1() ( ll"i·'~ r . ?C>O .) 
Stoc1-cnf'-4-ro..., to -~rcl f. . l..., .no. C.o . ~1:'''5. 

(1~0 ) Stoc1-er:-"tro·, to F.ira 16 . 6 . lf-. • C.o. 8607• . 
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stolen by Ka~fir kraals . I n 1818 , for inst~nce , a band 

of marr.udin,.~ Kf.'.ffirs unB.er Gola \'Tere surprised in their 

hideout in the Sneeuberee11. . A nu.T!'!ber of the Kr-ffirs 

rre:re t'1k<"n :prisoners and 2800 sheep "na. 550 cattle so ized . 

The shee:p Stoc1crnstrom sue~ested. should "P e distriruted. 

runonr the J3ushl"'len from trhom they had. or if"iYJ.o.lly ~· eel!l 

stolen . "lVith respect to the c 1.1.ttle , 11 he ncldec'! , Ill sho'lid 

conceive e ouita1'1e , that S"tlCh n.s c~u-1 "he :proved to h"lve 

te~n tn}re.n frol"ll the Colon.ists • l'e returr.ed to the lm'T.ful 

owners P . .nn the rcMn.i::n.ner le~t to the Kl"):ffirs for their 
( 1~1 ) 

subsistence . " His strong disrl:p'Proval of the seizure 

of' thousands o:f cn.ttle duril'~?: Brereton ' s CO!!l.ma..rv1o hf'C"! 

~lready been. discuss0d . .Ana . • of course , the ~ry f act 

of his insiste roc on t.h e neces~i ty for immeCl.in. te pur~=mi t , 

ruad his horror ~t the thou~ht of the innocent beinp punished 

implies n. diso.:p:;:;rov:\1 o ~nwA.ru.res \'.T1li13h \'Toulcl. leud t o the 

tnki!'!·"" of c~ttl e fron in:r.ocent !:Taf'ls . Thrt Stockcn strom 

atio~of th.- extf'nt of' their losses is ar.:pnrent :fro!!! n 

letter to Hack['.y in 1824-, ".:rarninr: him t"hnt the c~ttlP 

taken :from the Knffirs "must not re deliver0.::1. to Erl"ls-

mus before it r e cle~rlr- :pr crve~. to your Ratisf~.cti0n 

that that rn.tr.ir"' r ~1ere nctu:::tlly tA.J>··en from him r;,.. the 
(122) 

C~ffers . " 

All of this seems to ind.ic11te ver:_r cle~rly i·hat , 

rthile Stockenstrom n:s landdrost nny not h ·.,ve bPen "!. li,rc 

to a.r:~- exterr·ive abu.se of the :patrol n.rrl re:pris~l system 

as it existed on the Eantf'rn frontier , his e~perience of 

the frontiersmen may in s orne lYle 1.sure have :pre:paref! him 

for wh.,,t he evidentl;r found there d uri:nr.: his Co"CU:J.is~ioner-

Generalship. AnCI_ the ~el1f' rol pri nciplP s upon '-'"'lich he 

n.p:pe".rs to hf'vc baPea his J?tJlic y as 1 , _nn.dr oPt pr'-'pnre us 

(1?1 ) 
{ 12'"' ) 
(1~3 ) 

Stockenstrom to Bird . ~9 . 7 .18 . U. o . ~612 . 
Stoc1':enstrom to Ync1r'ly. ~~ .10 . ~4 . C .o • . ~658. 
Stockcnstrom to Bell. 2:' . 11 . ~a·.. G .o . 336. 
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to find him very stron~ly disa.:pprovinr: of many things 

mich came to his notice on the Enstern Frontier . 

Du.r in,o: his fir~i; tour of t.'he E~stern Frontier as 

Gom."Tliss ioner-General - :..-hen, :for the first time for "V.vo 

yea:rn he c~mc into d :i.rect contact y;r ith the Ka:f:fir :frontier 

again - Stockenstrorn seems to have fmmC! nothin"" in ncy 

vm.y to ~lter his icl.e "'..S on the frontier syste:rn . I.n his 
(1..,3) 

report to Bell in !~ovember 18~8, he notefl tho recurrent 

de:pred~tions complainec'l of b;v t:he i nhur i te.rts an'~ cor.firmed 

ny Lieutenant-Colonel Sor-'.erset , ;')nd eX])re~n€'r his su~ic-

ions th-=tt s o.1!1c of' the chief's connived at these 'l.f:'::p:'€S l='ions . 

He :pointec1 out that, s inc0 it VJ~s too d,111~erous to ~:>.lion 

the Colonists to pursue "1M shoot ror11ers on 'lll occ·~.s ­

ions - the 011ly measur~"' rr~ch could. lr.eep the Knffirs in 

aJ;re unc1 er th0 circumstr~.nct7l=l - the cte:pren "'.tio.ns 1.·e.re likely 

to continue. And. he tbere.('o:m 1trr.ea o~nin the neces-

sitJ," of expcllin,.- tre Il'l.f:firs from the ceaea territory 

em estublishin."" a a ense s0ttlement of colo:>ists thcr0 . 

This ' he felt aSSUT00 ' •;rou.l(1 nr in~oo trnnanili ty. 'hy effer.>t-

ively che11}-;i.n(" marauders , for "the Ca.ffers o.s a n~tion we 

have nothinr~ to <1re".d from . " 
(1~4 ) 

In February 18~9 , in writ in{" to Sir Loury Cole, 

to recom!le::ni tht:'! expulsi0n of 1 a.eo:mo fro:n the Cc.: en 

'l'erri tory , Stocke:nstrom rei t,., r.'J.ted. his opinion th:t t 

"the {s.re"'.t rllista'ke committe(.! in our policy of frontier 

O.efencc consisted. in the sudc1 e:n transition fro~ me"S'tl.Tes 

of too f,I'eat ~e'ti"eri+,y o.nd sometimes u,....nton Crueltyt to 

the opposite extreme of s~crificin~ thP. safety of ITis 

ltajesty ' s subjE>cts on tn e Bord.ers by :pnralyz inr; their 

Efforts evr:>n in Defence of their lards ~n~ their ~rop~rty~­

and the Vigour vlith 1hich this System of su:piJosed 

( 1~3 ) 
( 124 ) 

Stockenstro:n to l~ell. 
Stockenstrom to Cole . 

2~ .11 .2A . C.o. 336 . 
6 .? .~9 . C.o . 367. 

' 
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conciliation was i:nforcca, ..,.enernte11 the Idea , whi ch 

caused. s o much a iscontent , Clrunour and confusion ; - th '"l.t 

it was cri mi nal to r esist any attack MruiG ny Savnr,es . -" 

Stockenstrom ' s attitude ta7ards the Kaffirs had not 

cbanecd . Tie wc.s convinced thB. t the chiefs wou10_ pn.rtlci:p-

ate in rl1111Cler ana. enc ourage it t'Thenever they could !lo 

so yrithollt fcnr of fl.etection . In the str.-.te of civiliz-

ation of tb e Knf ·"'irs , inroads must be e:v::pected. 1-Tor 

was 1hc practice of steal in(" hundred.s of' cattle , ma the 

thieves themselves ret,Jrnin~o- tens , unfl.er :pr~tence of 

r"'vin:~ recoverea them , a new trick, as Colo.r.el Somerset 

O.l)pc.rently thou-.:""ht . "Th0 o.flly way therefore of dealin~ 

with sue h l?eople," Stockens trom insisted , "is to pur sue 

then on the ' s:poor' i mmediatel y a fter they have committed 

a crime . " As 111 the pu.rs1.Jit of Bushman ~ar2uders , 

Stoclcenstrom e~phasized. tha+ firing shoula. never be 

tolerated unless resisto.nce on the P'"'rt of the guilty 

:party nade it inperati ve; A.nCI that ~ party sh.oulcl never 

:pu.r8ue naro.ud.ers across the l:orders unless headed 'hy rome 

responsible nilitary officer or fiel<'l.-cor.Y'et , of ~·rh ich 

there should. be a sufficient number a ll n1 on~'~' the :fror!.t ia- . 

The he='it of the :party shoulil then be held respons i hl c:! fur 

prnventing unnece~sar~ bloodshed or the punis~in~ of the 

innocent. 

"To this J?o1nt ," Stockenstrom e.d~ed , s igrtj .. fic m tly , 

"I must bee- leave to c all your Excellency ' s particul ar 

attention. I should re tho l~t person to exag~er~te 

i n the eyes of Governnent the unfriendly fceline of the 

Colonists tovmrcls +he nr·tivc Tribes .. - I nm awr,:re thnt 

the ferociousness v:i th rr}rl.ch th'lt fen ling was e il!en vent 

to hc.s in a p,reo.t measure e iven way to the die :t~l.tes 0f 

' 
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that h1me.ni ty which proceeds h~rd in hand with the 

moral Improvement of our remoter brethel'0n o.n!l I know 

numbers whose disposition in reg'"'r<'l to those natives 

does them honor; - but that a most powerful check u:pon 

the Pnrties. :pUTsuine m~..rauc.ers is f'..1)solut('ly necessary is 

eQtmlly true .... " 

Stoc1ce:r.stJ:'O!!l urced the utmost c~ut.ion in the select­

ion of t!lose persons"vrho must une:voio.nbJ.~r b<?. intru..qted 

with a ~ent deal of discretionary J.>0\7cr on the na.id 

]J:x::redi tions" - it is ag~.in a. f~miliar touch. 

He r.rrote tp e:ood :r.1.n-:pose, for on tho same day Cole 

notified. Sone J:'Set of the al:loli tion of Bot1Tke ' s system ~..na. 

tho reversion to the system of pursuit tton the spoor" 

ir..t o Kaffir ter ri tory if necessnry , and instructed hi!!l 

to se£> to the nppoint:nent of sui table burr:her officials 
( 1~5 ) 

to tA-ke res:pons ibili t;r on the frontier . 

At the em of ~-~rll 1829 t Stoc:-:enr.trom left G.rah:m' s 

Tonn !":'l!C r:ent up to thG scene of n.ct:lon on the Kat Ri Yer, 

whe nee ll?..co!':!o anii. his peo:plc h m. b ce:n cxpell e:' • There 

he supc rvio(>c thfl proceefl~ino/- of the co!!l""'l.~ o , had an 

int e rvi cw r!i th line omo e.n:1 Rotmn.Y!. rna ropo:rte~ on +.he 
(1~6 ) . 

si tuntion . And. now, C'lli te s tlldeYl~Y , Stoe"'~enstrom 

lau..nche~ for t.~e first ti~(> that critieis!!l of the "repris~.l" 

system on the :fronti("r Yihich, s:lx ye'"'.rs ln.tcr , r:an to 'be 

a stench in the :nostriln of the rten o:f Albaey . After 

warnin~ Cole th~ t , "1.'!1 thout strtct r>rece.utio:ns , K8.-:ffir 

depredRtions IT-re li~ely to be severe a s a result af 

the e:qmlston, he went on, in a :pass"'f;C sufficiently 

sig.nificPJJ.t to be quoted in full : 

(125 ) Bell to Somerset . 6 . ~ . 29 . ( i'r001 Cory nescriptn : 
C~lonial Office Lotters vol . 2 , 111 .. ) This was in 
reply to representations against Bourke ' s syr;tem frcm 
Somerset himself . 

(1~6 ) Stockcnstrom to Bell . 5 . 5 . ~9 . C. o . 3h7 . 
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• • • however unpopular it may be , Duty an(l trnth com­
pel !l!C to assert that the pl underine of the Cn:ffers 
is ~?Teatly facilitated ty the carelessness of our own 
peo:ple c o:n:fiJmled by thE> exis t i nn- Slstem o:f Recnpture , 
o!' more properly n:reta.li ation.n- J.f a Farmer chooses 
to let his c:J.;t-tle out at l1i:~ht , or t o l e?.uVe them 'l~rith­
out :proper ~uv.rd in the day tine he cnn o:rten not knmr 
wh:m <1.nd by whom they o.re stolen, i n such cr>.s es a l'~_tral e 
f ollows them up , oY.l. \"lhat the loser cslls the "S:po orff 
into som0 Cfli'f'er k:eaal "t"There i :f. eve:n one o f the cattle 
claimea by the sa!'1e loser ~ 'he fonnn. the number d.eclored. 
by this interested :Person to have been l ost is taken 
from that Kraal ~ - It is .!"lot imposRible thn.t the real 
:plunderers droi:-e the Stol011 Cattle t11rou~h. , f111(!.. left 
one beh:i.nd , in this Krrtal on purpose to prevent h:im-
seH' bei.nr :pu.rsuecl f~rther, or t~1q t one or more T'HlY 
hr.we there 1rnoclcen u:p. The i"nnocent Caf.:fer is thus 
robbea o:f his o.n~y n c ans o:f subsistence ~,n:1 :r.:mst starve 
or come into the Colony to plunder the first f l ock be 
meets with . - Nor caY! we ever sa~r tho.t thcr.- e may not 
be people so ne:pravecl ns n.ndcr the above circmnstn.:nces 
to cln.iM a ..,,,ef'..ter number thnn they hrtve l ost , or t o 
leu..ve ·their l<P.d Crtttle exoosed in orcter to p.e·fi better 
book . (I am sorry to say· I ar(':11e fro:n experience . ) 
Therefore I o.m humbl~v of opinion th~t 1~0 c'""ttle should 
'be follor:ecl up i f the rorbery be flot l::nm·•n at the time 
it hc;.ppens , a nil then it should l · e done immcd i9-tely . -
l :f thi~ be n.t nir:ht out of the Kl"!vtls the pursuit !il.oul d 
co:·1me.n.ce at f'u:.rthest at day brea...'lc next morrjn~. - I:f 
the Sf'IL1e C2.ttle ·he not OVE'rtaken it is a proo:f of 
nec;l ect, except in :peculiar case~ I=!J:1zl no Ca:ffer c n.ttle 
ehoulc1 l ·e ta.ke.n in lieu-: or if in a.n~r pn.rticul'U' Case 
this alternative shoula "be unnvoid':!."ble the Cattle should 
l1ot be delivereo. to the cl~,imRnt rut to the Civil Com­
r.liss io.l"e r '"ho s houl0 e nouire q~ to the :rn:tPl"hC'r actunl!.y 
lo::::t , ELYl<l the ..-~1Ji 1 t of the Krflal trrus taxec1 . • -

I a!'!'l avrs.rA that this mod.e of rcn.s oninr" -r·ill not 'he 
relished by s cme Farmers who may h Q,Ve u.nfortnnntely 
bee o.~e too foncl of ni'atrolling" am. consider it a po.s­
t1rfle ; 'but I see not.hi:np in th~ Cnffer th~t Ma1---:es Me 
despair of thPSC CA~loits < ~~1~lly injurious +o +,he 
improvement of l~ o th. partierJ ) neln_,. re:rderen much le ~s 
necess~.ry 'hy d. 11e vi~ilarce ana. c~utton on the :pf:l..Tt of 
the FB.r0l.ers ~r-0 a :firm r·U.t humane "P-Olicy VTj.th rN':9.rd 
to the S~vaJ?-'eS . { lf7) · ' 

This \'las tho bep,i:nni:n,n: of a perfect spate of similm" 

represent:.-.tions a~ainst the reprisal system. .b'our days 

l<1.ter , on the re quest of. Field-8ornet Eras~us , and nt 

Somerset ' s sugeestiont StocY.: cnstrom n.n.thorize•:l the 

assemblinf" of n :p;u:oty of 11UI'f~hers to p·o · in :pursuit of 
( 1<")8) 

cattle stolon liy the ~.:ffirs . The number of "volunteers" 

:for the expeclition a:p:pt'll"entl;y· aroused. his suspicions , 

( 127) It is interesti.n.-:~ to .note that Stocken~trom him­
self here spen.ks of the K<tf:firs as "Sav<rv:~"es." (cf. Q . 
1045, d iscu.ss ed. l:ore¥,·p.,s4 . J?:roh P..bl~t t!-J.J.s ·,.ms beC'ause 
1-te "!'laS so accustomed to r0:ferrinR to SA.vnres - the 
Bushmen we:re such, nccordi;1p· to his a efini tion . rr 

( l?A) Stock~nstrom to Bell . 9 . 5 . ~9 . C. o . 367 . 
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(1~9) 
and he issued s o:!le emphatic wri tte 11 orderB to Erasmus: 

the patrol t7as on no a.ccowt to ~eCid le with .my ,Taals . 

except those to ':.rhich the spoor led; orly CQ.t. tle Jr.t'!ovrn 

to he coloni.J,l pro:pe rty r·ere to be removed , and n.ny one 

taJ>:i11'"" Kaff'ir cattle r:rould be y.u.nished - hut if CHt..f:le 

re ·: opnizef as Trunbookie :pr operty ru..,re foul"d, they ''te'• e 

·ljo be brou{'"ht out ann delj_vcred at once to the ~ili t<'~ry 

CO\~an~~t or to S+ockenstro~ h i msPlf ; not a shot was 

to bo fi:rec ex~e:pt in the c~ce of violence O.YI the :p~rt 

o-P tr.c Kaffirs; er-n thE> pro"'!eedirr:s of the pfltrol werP 

to 't-e :rnportRo to Stoc/l:e.nstro::!l i!1!I!lec1la.tely o.YI its return, 

the rurr.her offici~ls rein~ held respo~sible -Per the 

obse:rvanr;e of tb. o irmtructior.s . 
(130) 

Co"'1'1enti.nr on ·t~he "'·e -prooee(1 iN:s , Stockenstrom Y/rote : 

!4' the Do·•rs 'be a lloucn to t nke Ca-rfer cattle for 
vr"'o.t they lose, or r•}113. t ~ sn.-:r t}-ley lose , t'h.~ t i~ 
no in:lucE'1'1ent :f.or t11f'M to tn.V:e c'1re of '~ P.t t~~f';"' h....,ve , 
'l.n::l r·e mrl]:P. P1Tu1oerers hy de("rees o:f nil trc Cn.ff0r s , 
fa!' the euil ty vrill esca:pe "hy .J-11e en.Pe '"i th TI"h i ch the 
I nnoce.!"!t cnr be ,....,r..t:le to suffer on their ~cco1mt , !!l'ld the 
latter, depr ivcf! of t.,eir Me.-,.- s of sul!S is terce "'lunt 
l~ec me pl,.r:de:rers 4>z'o"" :v:ecN~sit;t. 

He hpped the GovE'l"Ytor v.rould. a:p:pro":"e of the c hccJ:s he 

\".' is}'le:l to ef\tr:tblish , "vrhich I ,mne:r.8t<:l.ro nrc li1-::~ly t o 

~.neratc Remonstrflncc . n TY.e f~r~ers Yroulcl ap:pen.l to 

arc mainly attributt11'1e to tho ff'.ci1ity n.ffordod to the 

:Pcrpetra-t;or·s C~.f1er'1..lly ! 1Cc0y ~flfl hu!'~y ) lW +he negli-

t'je'":Ce Of' SOMe farmers • If 

Re:portinp: s cne d"l.~"'S 1 '1 ter on runours received by 

Somerse t of the muroer of a f~rncr nnn. his serv f'rt by 
(Koe n o.p) 

Ka.f'firs in the Gon"lppe , f-'..11.:~ of nn f.llliance 1}otrreen 

llakomo, Ua:p"'.ssn n..ril HintzC~. , n. rout bot!' of '''hich he was 

sceJ.>tical , Stockenst:r.om S'liC. : 

( 189 ) Copy e rolosPd i.n a 'hove - orA ers to F .-C. Ernflmu.s , 
9 . 5 . ~9. 

(130 ) s . to Bell . 9 . 5 . ~~ . c .o. 3n7 . 
(131 ) Stockenstrom to 13oll. 10 . 5 . 0')9 . C.o. 367 . 
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There is a. a ecidecl !JTeC'.tilection D tron[" th'-' :People 
h0re to s:pren,O ale.rminP" reports, or exagg-erD.te trifli:n.g 
occurrences ; - .And i:f all th.i.np-s t•rere br ourht to the 
authorities af' they re1'111y· haJ,;rpE>n the :frontier v1ould. 
soon cease to excite rnnch .tt0ntion in a belli_~erent 
point of view . 

And he r:er..t on t.o mention thr inc>ia ont oi' ~J ~·u·1 T.rho 

strtefl his C3.ttle to have been ~eized b'"' n :pn.rt~r of 

Kaffirs, Put fu~ta~ntely to h~ve teen ret?~cn "by~ 

u.nClrtleR lla.."ltate§ "\" to pro1.re his :posi tio.n th'1. t"~ number 

of those Stories ama~sed and. np:pe-:ri.Yl~ in a:n official 

form at a dist"!.:nc-r., c nu.<::e the Fro~tier to 't'e consit:lered 

in a Rto.te o:f d . .,r{~f'r, ''thilst those vrho ori{"in.e..te them 

thinl: their :property q_m.te sec>u.re in chf\L'fW o:r rm unarr:ea. 

"'"'Vf;) ,..,.e " .. t,:.;. c..;, • 

Stoc"'-enstrorlt was .r.o :fooJ • He vras rE> rf'e~tly ·nell 

nv:o.re of the d"lJ1("er of retalin.tnr~r expedition::: fran the 

Kaff'irs, especinlly d11ri:n.g the VJinter rnorJths after tre 

expu.l -=:ion of lL"~.como. Tie approved Sot1erset ' s nili~·ary 

arra.neemc nts on the K~t • nnc1 went ahen.a 1:·ri t:h his :plans 

for fue settlin{"' o:f the ceded territory~ issuinf" repulnt-

ions f or 'tl1e :parties nho 1•rere e.nteri.r~ tl1e trrritorJ;" , md. 

rotw.a.in:~ u:p Eotte~o+~ f or the t~m:pore.-ry K.,_t River S0ttle-

ment . The very strict.ress of hiR ret<7'111 ationt: for the 

:"'twrf! 1:· ~~ of the c.,tt.le of J!t'lrties i:r. the Cef!.eil. Tp· ri tory 

is the :-ncasu.rP of his av•a.re'~"ess of the ii.3..t:.t::er of dopred­
(132) 

~tiors . 

But his attituae towarrs t 1".E> Frol<tie r sitm~.tion 

o.efinitel;y- charr;eri durin_...,. th.at "'!l.onth (A.:pril - Us.y 18~9) -

th0 fir!9t 11e h~tl. ever spent on t 'hnt sector 0f the frontier 
( 1~3) 

du.r L"le a :period of :fror.t i (T nl q.rrn. • Of c onr<"'c, hiS 

ex:pericrce as Landdrost hm tau~~t him hoYr ofte)"' 'l,'•ild 

( 1~~) Stoc1""enstro.m t.o Fie1<1-Cor.net"' 19 . !" .~9 . C.o 367. 
Stoc~e~strom to ! ell ~R .5.~9 . C.o. · 367 . 

( 1~3 ) As hap; a lrf'r>c.;r reen pointea_ out; , (vide s u:nra l? • .36 H.) 
I·itma.n, in his thE's is on the Commiss ione r - Cieneralshi-p , 
doe~ rot er1:pba.s jze tt,is ~-p:pnrent chnl'\?:e in Stoc1 ... enst:ron ' s 
a'titud.e . He '\'Tites mere?.l;? of the developi.rr- of a. 
clof.'..r policy towards Eastern frortier probleMs. 
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alarms wou1cl flare up on the fror.tier , rrhich on investi-

ga tion :pr ove0 to be fa1s e • And he had always been aware 

of th.c:; nC'CC8F'!ity for watchine the buro:hcr :patrols care-

ftuJ.y to :prevent pu:ni sl:ment of i:nnoceYlt kraals , or un-

nocess~y bloodshed on the frontiers . :T:or hrnl l1e been 

blind to t1)c f'ne>,t that irrc{':ltie.rities d.id exist on the 

frontier, nnd thnt c"relessness oftc!l len to de:pred.atiohs. 

But on the 1.'hole , his experience o:f the l:orthe rn :fro:ntr!ers ­

men led him to d.efo:nd t:re colo~ists ag"l.i!'lst clJsrgcs of 

injustice , ~no. to support their :ple~_f' for tv.e 1mrsuit 

of marauders . It seems a fair su:p~osition t~at the 

influence VJhich both Stoc1n::nstrom a.ril. his :rather h n.d ov·er 

the Graaff'- Reinet frontiersr1en justified Stoc1~enstro rt' s 

attitud.e . The 1;one of Stockenst-f'om'A despatches i11 

Yay 18~9 f.tn:l nften·rards is so!"lethin:,. no'" . 

that his cri ti~i$m of th P repris~l systr m in the ha11ds 

of the co] orif'ts proceeoecl f rom n sul 1 P.T" !!!YSterious 

"ch~Xlf';e of heart" - as waR d.o.n e vrhPn th"l. t critic ism 

became public si:x: yPars la.ter - is nonsense . His attit -

ude towards ~.11 ns:p(>cts o:f :·o:rthC:'rn fro:n.tier polic~r 

r~~airled. f'unr1_r.:rrlertally ttl'laltered throuphout - tl1nt is to 

s.t:}y , he hro not su.il.Cle:nly suceumbei! to the vi('\'TS of 

l?hilip n.nd the philanthropist ['TOUJ! . His e.t 1~i tude to 
(134: ) 

this {~Toup as l ate as th.e end of 1830 makes th$ clear . 

Nor did Stoc1-enstrom now lose the realism which had n1-

"t'ra:ys characterized his :policy towards the sav"'..ges : as 

his cont inuance of his proposed !71easl.:Ires for :rrontrr 

defenoe sho"rs . It see'"'ls 0.uite e-r.ri·~e.nt thnt in 1829 , 

when J3ourke ' s ~yster1 war: sus:penc1.e~. , Stoc~enstrom renlized 

fully , f'or the first time , exactly r:rhat Bourke hro renliz­

ed at-out the Eastern frontic r three yen.rs before, Phen 

( 134 ) .llor an illustration of n.ll t"li fl , -see Stocke .nstroT!!. ' s 
Remarks on Philip ' s Return of Hissio.ns, in Decemb<:r 
18~0 , ,·rhich is discussed lnter , :P .2.13-H . 7il . l:.' . 30 . 
C. o . 373 . For hj s ;-orther.n frontier views , see S . to 
Bell , ~2 .11.~8 . G. o . 336 , ar0 inPtructio~s to Fiel d 
C o~rw.naants 13 . 3 . 30. C.o . 373 . 
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he insi sted. on :putt in,..,. a f3to:r. to the system of pursuit 

"oJ?. the- spoor.« l3ourke ' s io. ess ~·r P.re very likely 1 nr{l'e l~r 

influenced l~y l'hili:p 1 s vicwm . r ut if t~ey wcr~ :precon-

cei ved, they r:ere o.:pp m""n.tl y oo !1-f'irmeo :~:r ~··hat !'le sai'r i11 
(1:-55 ) 

of'fici~ report~'< fron. the frontier . If Stockenstrom 

t:'!erc ever to h rrvc his opinions ch'lll{":ef! bJ,.. l:'hilip , snrely 

tris period - 1P.26 - r!hen his rel8.tiol'1S ~·i th :Philip ,·mre 

co:"'pl:1..r~.ti "'!nly frien0.ly, Plln wren he had recen+ly d iscu~ f'0d 
(136 ) 

:f.ror..ti0.r afff'..irs with hir:. , vmu~c1 haYe r'con +he time for 

it . IT' :r~ct , no s 1n h thin~ oc cnrred . And , ~ 1 tho n.."'h 

:polic;r, t~c rid not r>gree with hiM n.s to t1,e me~...rs he h<Xi. 

~0oT-t~d to chock t.he nbus~s . 

:pu.nis.l'rnent of marauc1ers , ncross the boundaries ~·!l1en neco·s-

sn.r~t , re~r'..ir..ec ~-he r nses o:f his p0lic ~,... He rc{:fl.r0 e<'i. the 

!:tp:roi :nt"'lel'!.t o-r :res:po.ns i blc 1-'iel d.- c orr!ets to sup crvise 

the :P"trols , <"l.l'lr the pro'P.ihi tion of nrepri~f'~Srr of 

Kn.ffir co..ttl C' , e.n the sa "e"'t c l'JecJrs upon a'Pu.sc>s o'f' the 

(135) Bou:r-1-:e to H-:~r·. P~ .ll."G . ::'heal: R'corns: XXVIII, 
3!]:? . 

'J.3..,; Bourke t.o Ff'.trurP.t 21 . 4- . ~F . fi'henl: Rrcord~ : 
XXVI , 28P. . (I :H) See Ch~J.> . II "o"t' fl i~cu<:<s ion on Stocken-
1::tron. ' s rr l!ltio .,r ,...i th :t'hili:p . 

___ o __ _ 
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( iii) The Reprisal System. 

(b ) Stoc~tenstrom ' s Att;J.tu.~ c Toward.s the Colonists as 

____ ___.:::L::....a....;:n::....d_d_r_o ~ t _ • vl't(l C ornmi s s ion er- Gene rn.l . 

Notwi thstctndin?: Stoc}~e.rmtrom ' s evid.e:nt ai'm.reness of' 

the faults of th"' colonists, :pe rna::ps the most strikin~ 

:fnct w!li.ch emer{"es from n study of' bl!s pnpers is hi.s 

complete symJmtr;;r r.':1.tl~ the point of vie 1 of the frontiers-

men . Tho11;_~ of Sviectish stocl:' nnd 'born in Cq:pe To1.·m, 

Stoc1"'cnstrom , uhose moth'"'r tonrrue was Dutch , never 

reeardea. himself an aeythin..: other tho.n a Dutch frontiers­
(137 ) 

man. I n th. e autobiographica l flotes l'!hich he r:!rote 

t0\7"lrds the end of' h:is li fe , l''hen the men of the :frontier 

district of Gr!1a.ff-Reinet ,.~ere !'!lentionea, it "~::as still 
(138) 

often as "vre colonists" am «ey countrYTien. " It vras , 

Cl.UT:i..l'l{7 the firf!t :p'l.rt of his career , a reciprocalloy'1lt ·- . 

~ir~cl1 , after th.irteen yrars as L !'lmclr oot , StocJ:::enstron left 

Graaff-Reinet to l'eCo":e CoM1'1issioner- General, co""~nrnities 

all over his fixte1!SiVE' iistrict sent llTl liti:le D.c1d.re<J<:>eS 
- (139) 

expresP.inr the deepest regret at hls cte:p nrture . On tre 

othel!" hfll'l.d ~ the ne,·m t'l(nt Stoc1'::emtrom hrul been chosen 

to fill tr>.e nev·l y crea.tRd offi~e of Con.miss ioner- Genere.l 

of tho E·~stern Districts was ev~den:tly received \'Ii th 
(140) 

genf'ral satisfaction . In Uove1'll'b er 1897 , Fla.sJ~et \'Tote 

to Hay, Sl..'Jl~gestinr, t lk"l.t Stoc"k'enRtrom should be r-ive n a 

seat in Council , for , ":froM. his vrell lcr'own ch..~racter he 

,.,ou1<1 be loo1r.ec1 upon , althou.;~h a Government SATV['.nt , <\S 
(1-11 ) 

the po:pular Member of Council." And. l?l~sJ>::et ~na. 

(137) Auto . I, 28 - ~9 . 
( 138 ) e.£". . Auto . I , Bl3 : "Here I wish it to h~ part iculor­

ly 11oticcn n.n:'l. !'('l':'l.e!11~erecl, hor.i as early as 182.3, we 
color·ists i7Pro desiJtous of "lipratip ,oo ..,~ro~F: th r- Ortll'hr<;C 
HivC"r e.!lil posscssi!l"7 ou.rsolves of th..,t part of l'·ushr.m.n 
or Hottentot LAlld as we an~ our fnthers had d. ore \'lith 
thf:' more s outl1<'rn nn.rts •• • " 

( 139 ) Auto . I, 274 - 277 . Stoc.,'e!'stro""l tren. 'll:red ei~ht 
of 1-r.enc alldre<"'~es P.ll l,is l ife . 

(140 ) ~lns1'::et to Hew ~P . l1 . ~7 . The~l: Records: XXXIV, 133 
( lLl.] ) l'l., ""1rct t 0 lh.v . I,i(l . 
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Dunda-s both co 'IIIlented on the f11ct· thst En:~lish settlers 

and Dutch c olo:n.ists VI ere eQ.l.mll;'" e lfl.ted at tre ap:point-
( 142 ) 

ment . I t is a~ well to emphasize these poi~ts . The 

later picture of Stockemtrom as the touchy , irascible 

olcler nan , an i mpossible c olloa?:Ue nlW2J'"E b attlin{~ !"l,e,ain~ 

i:mnr· inary oc<:r'tns of raf'ct=tli ty, ha"'' te rrled to obscnre 

this picture of the younf! man (Stoclr.el:'l..strom was b!trely 

"V:1enty- three wheil he becn..rne Ln.nddrost ) who , almost in­

crefl i"bly , SP oms to have "l!U'l~~~ed to r elk a in the loya.lt y 

and. nff'cctirnl of the hardbitten boers of ,.,hat was notorinns-

lzr the most turbulent district in till the Co.:pe . 

Stockenstrom wafl nlvrays ,.,endy to :::.>Ut the cQlOl1ists ' 

case . Con.fror-ted. , for instn.nce , with the problem of the 

se:."'.sono.l mi:~r':ltio.ns of tho frontier farmers across the 

Orn.rue River , StocJ::e-nstr em rras nt one with the gov~rrment 

in its disapproval of the pr~ctice . !~evertheles s , he 

po:i.nte(t out ver:r stront;ly the inhuma.ni ty ~f forbio d. in:,.,. 

men, faced with the loss of their stock A.na \'lith comp:hte 

ruin , thrOUfl'h ctrour.;ht , fro'l'l trnkki!"l,O: to the \'!Cll- ,•r,..,.tf-!:ren. 

8rca.s vrhich s:pel t so.l va.tj_on . Tic followen the policy of 

:permitti11r mirTn.tions d..nrin."7 .periods of severe d.ron,ilt , 

1'ut frn·riddin,. tmy rcr nv·ment settlE'!!lent beyo.ro t~e "horcler~, 

r..t'd insistiJ'lt ... on the return of nll the fa.rn"'rs as soon ns 
.. (143 ) 

conditions rendered it possible . 

( 14r ) Ibid.. Arfl Dur.nn.s to Il ~s"::et 13 . 11 .~7 . Theal: 
Recora:sT XXXIV , 135 . 

( 143 ) Stoc1,.cnstrom to :Pl~ .. s'ket l . lr> . ~5. C. o . 2fJ67 for 
reasons for J'1io diso..r:provnl of faTI"\ers settlin~" and 
c;rnz irl{l' l;eyonc1 the Ornn:~e - which c o:rrespo.nd to :Philip's 
in tha.t he cloes J'lot wnnt tbe colonist~ to encroach on 
more Bu.shi'IJ.an c mmtry ; Stockenstrom also S'"..ifl nomadic 
li:fe VI.,_s refi for the cnloni~+.s i ancl extension of' bound­
aries wn.~ or•l y peMi~si1'l e i f re'1J. overpopul2t.:i.on pr~"­
v~t iled - whicr in 1825, 1" e :.mid. , wn.s not the cn8e - oYer­
stoc"'-i:ne vrns the troutl~. 
Stoc~e~~trom to Bell. ?.0 . ~ . ~9 . C. o . 367. 
Uemora:ndum of Stocl'"e.nttrom on -p~riocli0nl mi.,.,.rn.tions, 
coMmentii'l:'':' on momori:1.l of inhflb i ta.nts. of Lovre ~' ~en 
Covr l~iver . 30 .11 . 30 . C . o. 373. 
Remarks Ol'l ~hiJ.ip ' s Heturn of FiR''ions . 31.1P..?JO. C.o.373 . 
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Again, while he 1•ras a Gonsistant and whole-hearted 

supporter of :E-hili:p 's ideas on Hottentot emami:pa t ion, 

StockenPtrom t·r::1s crn'llly rtront,.l~:r Fl. supporte r of the 
(1~4) 

colonists' desire f ore check on va~abondizin~. The 

ret ·urns of the Graaff-Hei1'1et Cct11"t of Land.d.r ost '\nd 

Heemraden shN'T with v:hat sev0.ri ty cases of theft ancl 
(14 B) 

va.~nbondiz in.~ vrere trentecl. 

Stoc1?.:cnntrorn was ]<":ceY1ly alive 1;o the suffe:t>i.n~s of 

the f r ontier fari!lers nt the hands o f Eu."3hM.en nncl K.,_ff:ir 

de:predat :oY.s· on the wic1.e u_n:pr otected 'horcl.ers of h is 

district . Re ~ever neglected to investig~te rc:ports 

of r1 e]redntions ~ am vrhe n necH:Psary to sanctdon measures 

of re:po..ration, or to :provid.e for the r~efr•n ,.e of the 

fo.rl'!I.CI'S • One of his first thouehts, after the Slach ter' n 

Nek d. isturbances, t'las to :provide a. stron{" force on the 

:Bavi aan ' s Ri-eer to pr ot0.ct the far!!lers there fl' om nny 

:poss ibl e at t acks frcn the Knff"irs who mir~ht l'e c1is:posecl 
(14f1 ) 

to take advcntr.:~e of the UJ1settle~ state of the c 01.1ntry ~ 

Ae,a.in, in 1820, i•rh~.n l'rinr:J. els party i.J"!. the srune area 

:retn.'ested s erne :protection, :for , "we c o:nfe~s we c1 o feel 

Al.P....r.mea , for fue saffl t y of ourselves, our families ro·Hl 

our property, unnccnsto~ecl aR i\'C nre to such~- situatton 

wa. una.cou.ainted with the art s of the e.nel!!.ics we h nvc t o 
. ( 147) 

ap:prehen<l, tt Stock~-nAtrom was prompt to ord.er nten 

Hottentots of r:ooa. c haracter, 1:'Tf'll1 '1.rmecl ~.n(t enuiJ):ped", 

to lH; ~ent in relays e r.ch month for the d.efence of the 
(14R ) 

:party~ until i;he Govern.or ' s oro .. ers s houl d arrive. 

(144 ) Stoc1'"e:nstrorn ·t o Rev . Anclrew Yur:rny . <~uotN~ in 
Auto • I , ~?171 . 

(145 ) See Papers of LA.nldrost in Archives . e . p-; . Statement 
of Cr i1!1ln!i.i-· Cases ••• before La.Ylddrost and IIeenrn.den of 
Graaff-Rei~et. 12 .1~ . ~0. C.o. ~6~5 . 

(146 ) . Procln••u-,.t.ion. nf Stoc1"'eYlst:rom to B·urr;hers of District 
of B:-tviaans Ri ver . 18 .11 .15 ~ Quo ten fr 001 Cory T:f~:i\scrtpt<'! 
Vol. I , 253. 

(14 7) llnrdin~ t o Stoclcemtrom 5 .7.~0 . c.o. ~(1'"'5 . 
(148 ) Stockenstro~ to Haroi.n r~· 11.7. ~0. C.o . 28~5. 
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Writint:" to Hardi.rJp, in 1823 of the :possibility of a re­

petition of the 1819 irruption of the Kaffirs i nto the 

colon~: , Stocke nstrorn c ommonte<'l : " ••• to expect th'l. t ~en 

in respectable circunstanccs ~hotun tamely suhmit to 

bcinr: plundered cln.y after d!\y , to SC'e their lives nn:l 

those of their fnmil ies in consto...nt dn.n{':er from Savrtp,es 

vmose existence a l most de:penn.s or! our forh~arq_roe , 

vrithout one sinplc effort to snve themselves f:rcrn 

Be,o~{~~Y :?.:ncl r.:lcstruction , v,rotti(l 1 e exPctin.ao too r;rer1t f1 
(149 ) 

sacrifice of nn.turn.l feelinp. u aml StoclcenstroM's 

concern for the ndenun.te protection of tho frontier 

duri.r.{'' his Co!YlMi ss1oncr-Gc..,.eralshi iJ hn~ ftl reufl y 'he en 

nointed out . 

Stockenstrom r:as ene;c1· r!henever :possible to praise 

the Colo.r.ists~ nr-n to point out inst~ces of humnnity , 

justice and mod oration in their 1-.~haviour t o-;'lardl? the 

Bush~en po.rticlD. arly. Du.r:i.Y!r, the severe nrour·ht of 1018, 

for i.nstnn.ce , Stockc.rmtrom t oureA t:he IJorthe rn. p~rts o-r 

his district, ~na. ' '!t=:s horrifinn at t'I-Je sufferi 11 ~ o:f the 

Bushmen from dr ouc;ht 'l.l'l(t Kaffiir raids. nit wr. s , 'tl., ere-

fore," he reportP.f , "the !"loro arTr:>e::tble to we , Nher I 

nrrivt:'r in the Division of the Sea Cov: Hiv-r , to ~fle 

l'Ti th vrhn.t t~ood na.turc r.:nd. r;ene:r·os ity the fR.rl"'le:r·s i;re'1tec1 

those nho caNe to them for stqrport . " He s pol"'e partie ul~ ly 

of the exn.T~~ple o-r Field-Cornet van der r;ru. t , r!ho had 

procured !"!rtl'JY hu.r.tlred.<:J of refugees shelter, n..M fo od. in 

his distric t . A!'!~ he c o·'me flted on ho"' cheerfully fu A 

fnrmers SPc""led to submit t.o this burn en , evide.l:itly 

su.rprif:IC0 thn:l; exceR"' ive wont h"'d. 11ot clrive11 the nusht'len 

to even r;re:1tnr J)lunclor tl'lnn they hnd of lrtte OOP.t.mi +,ted . 

These c 1rcumstan,.,e8 , Stoc1""f'nstrom c onclu.def' , he hElil tho~?;ht 

(149 ) Stoc'k"en::·trom to IIt:.rdin.~. 14 . 9 . ~3. C.o. :'.(;49 . 



it his duty to report to the Governor , "especially 

what I have been abl e to se.y to the credit of the 
( 150) 

colonists . " 

In 182P. , ar=a.in , he Frotc to :Bird : 

Experience hn.~ taurht us th'J.t prnd.cnc(1, :for'hear.:..nce, 
nnrl :.··i!.!dller-ts nrC' the be<:Jt m0~n~ of keepinc the m11ss 
o:f tho~e srtvnpes , not only· o.n peaceable ter.:1s v.rith, 
but R.lso very useful to us , t:t:OO every imnn rtial observer 
nill nckn.owl cdc:e that the presC''flt ,"':e:neration of colon­
ists ( with sn.'n~ exceptions :tndeer ) shou by +heir 
cor.duct to the Bosjesmen their co.nvicti().r of f.r·is truih 
n.r;0 of the inhu.:1~ni ty of d estroyil1~" ~1-Jfm o:r- eve rv sl 1.;-:r.t 
provocation • 

. A..ra he instnn.ced n. :partY u.nd er Field C ommn.nd ant van. \'fyk 

ana. Field - Cornet Stee:l.'iknm:p, .._·:hich , sur:prisinr" a kraaJ. 

h[U"bo'Ul"i '· .... ( tolen cattle c.nd tvro wlhll-knovm robbers, 
~ 

confined. itself to the ca:ptlTe of tho rim:;lP.rulers .• ~7ith-

out te.kinc rcvel'l ... ge . StocY:c:nstrom rccommencled thF~.t 
(151) 

Stc:e.nka~:P sh..ou~d he rcuS~.rd ed O...Yld made an example of. 

And. in 1830, nfter re:porti.t! ~'"" 011 his invest ign.t ions 

i nto c harr;es r:1.,de by the GTiC"UflS e,ga.inst t;he fll...rMers • . 

on(l. stati . ..,r7 thn.t t.hePe hAd proved t ot·~lly unsul!stz:mt in ted, 

Stockenstrom characteristically concl1med hi8 renort 

'\'li t.h an account of t\'' O c~.setl of d.isint.e :r.este0 l:inctness 

to vround.ed Bushmen on the pnrt of t wo ind.i~ent colonists , 

old. :f'iet d. u l're and his llif'c." . This, he thought , calJe d 

for "the nexkeo notice of Government,n for , "as t is 

happeneo whrn no inQuiry waP- cxpocted ever to follow, 

such conrluct could only flow from the true n.l"lcl pro~er 

feeli.t'lt:. r> .. na will, I hi>pe, for the sake of exP..m:pl e , be 
. (152 ) 

duly n:n)rcclntE>o . rt 

StocJ:enstrom re:f.usea to connte.r£tnce thP assertion 

that .his m·m "enorntion of colonists hrd l:>r ourht their 

sui'fcrings a.t the ha.n:ls of th.e BushnPrt upon thenselves. 

(150 ) Desp?tch in C.o. P-612 ~- the firAt 1">13f'e is evinently 
m:tssirw , therefore it is 1Uld ..... ~en , rut must r-ein l81B. 

( 15l )Stockenf'ltrom to Bird . 5 . 6.~!'. Thenl : Recora.~~ = XIV,385. 
(152 ) Stoc~enstrom t o Bell. ~ . 8 . 30 . Auto.! , 389 - 390. 
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Durine the 1~te eir;htee:n- tr1er.ties arii the years 

of Stoekenstrom's Commissioner-Generalship, there was 

a marlmd increa .. e :i.n GxiQua ageresc ions against the 

Bushmen , and n. d.eeideff tenloney on the part of the 

Griquas to lQY tho chnrg~s o f ne~ession nt the f~rt 
{ 153 ) . . . 

of the emi.r;ra.nt fn.rmeT'O. Moreove r , they found in 

Dr . Fhiliy a stron~ supporter . Not.hin"" w•:s More cal cu-
( l f'\4 ) 

l at0d to rouse the ire of the' colonist in Stockc.n.c:trom . 

He was, of course . well nvra:re of thP r-n.rt-er of ag'Tessions 

on the :p[)rt of' thE: emir;rarrts, ancl took CRre to take steps 

~g far as pos~ib1n to cheek them , and to investi~nte 
(155 ) 

charr;es made against the farmers thorou.ghly . 

But he never hesit~trd most forcibly to repudiate false 

charges. A pertinent ex.,_m:ple is his comm~nt on. the 

report of' Field- Co 'tlllo..nln.nt vafl 'lyk in July 1830, on an 

expedition. tU1ocrt~.kcn agninst the Busht'len: 

(153 ) See e.e . Stoc\cemtrom to Plasket 18.8.~7. C.o. 2695 . 
Stockcnstrom, l-J.,_vin '! reen unabl A to {':et Ofi~V info:rmat ion 
about allegations o:f P far~cr havil1P' ill-tre::ttl'd a 
Gric"ua , puts it c1 m'in to Wntr;rbo~r's attempts " to maJ~e 
the Colonists responc;il1le for the consecnmnc~s of his 
own !!ladness ." 

(154 ) See e . p; . Stockf'nstrom ' s R0mnrks o1! rhilip ' s 
Rei·m•n of: Viss ions, 31 .1:'~.30 . .o. 373 . 

(155) Stockenstror.t to l'lnsket 18.8.~7 C.o . 2695; "Not 
that I co.n maintain t~11t irrep:ularities me not oc­
c~.P:- onnlly committed on this open FrontifT; - the kno,·r­
lef!~e of their exi ~ te.n~e mnde me anx:ious t o find out 
tht:- person Recused .•• " (( see .(191 ) supra)). 
Stocke.nstrortt to Bell. 2G . P. . 29 . C • o . 36 7: rr Thr- only 
effective ~e·)su.:rP. th.<tt can be ado:pt0d for 7.he present 
is , that the field- cornets who '1-J.[~:Ve mi r:rnteil v.rith the 
I11hal1i tant8 1'e r. irecte<l to order back into the Colo.ny 
n...tzy one mol est in .,. the 11ati ves in a:n~t rra~ , or f!ncronch­
inP' on their cultivatco 1~ . .nd s or ·~·n.stu.:rn.rc, f1.!'(1 11pon 
non- c amplin.nc~ ;•.r1 t h ~uch or<ler the o:ffo mer shou.l<'l 1~ e 
left to the native Chief's to be dealt with accordi.nr. 
to the l m'iTS ani CllStoms existin!""" 8.!!!011/':St th~, in l.''r ich 
case th·P Colonists should unrl.erstP.rd thctt Govern'.nent 
will not interfere in their rohr-tlf . " 
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I tru':'t tb?.t the conduct of the Eu:rgers ( after one 
of their number had hf1en killed by the p.a.Ylg of Des-pcro..­
ddes , by vhom they fou.ncl their :pr operty most wantonly 
d er-:troyed. , nnd run.onr~st whom they knew I!ID.l'de -··ers to be) 

t ovrard those men , women. nnd cl1ildren who were taken 
prisioners wj l l mD~e a due iMpression on Hi s Excellency 
the Go,~rnor a~to the disposition of thei r le~der , nnd 
will serve to cbntrast well with those Statements by 
which the Fronti er Boers in gen.eral, and van Wyk i:n 
pr:.rticuln.r, have been represented. as monsters of cruel t~-

o.nd bloodthirst - whil Rt it confirms my opin.ion, so stron{?;­
ly anima.dvertea. on, "that occawional examples of severity 
arB il1di8pensnble to renler the Frontier at all habitable . " 
( 156 ) . 

If , th:n , it wa.fl :possihlC' for Stoc1~en"'trom , ~s 

Lar:d.dro::1t !)J:'ld Connniss ioner- General, ofl the one h~.nd 1n 

be full:r mrare th..., t irrer:ular.ities could 'be s:nr1 WPre c om­

mitted ny tbe colonists, and on the other to def0.~- them 

as a whol0. r-tnd l'ear in mino their po!nt of view, the s':'..me 

could surely be the case v1hilo he vras :1n En)~la!!.Cl? 

lie was not fl.:frnid to admit hin sympathies with the 
(157 ) 

colonists to the 6olonial Secretary: .in 1834 he \'lt!ote : 

I Jr:now tha.t my v if.'WS renerally . • • arc not popula.r • 
I nm !lJ'l:->.re th<J.t many :friendc o:f' hu."~~Hl..nity t.:~.l10 civiliz­
a tion thi111\ tl,em rot s ufi'ic iPntly libPral A.nr'l e:r:li.":htc:n­
ea 1.rith r~fcre~~e to the hlncJr.~ , whilflt, on thr oth0:r 
hr.u1d, somP. of my 0ou.ntryrnon cl1n.rgo me i'Jith aha:rrlonin~ 
the c~u.se of the wh i tP.s . No man crm fr->el more rP.snect 
th2n I do for the princinles anc1 obje ct~ of the former 
:p'lrt;-:, amon."'rot. whon I hn.ve the :nl~?'l." ... urP of conntin.r:o flome 
of my :nost v.~lu"lble and il1timf'te nco1mintnnce, 'h.o-;ever 
rm~ h I mny d.iffer t'lith t.hem on rmrticulnr poi:ntR of 
expe<liency; 'lYld birth, educ·-. tior, pra;judinep '1.1'10 ties 
of n.ffcrtion wn.rmly ~ttach rvte to the oth.r..r, rrho , thou.n:h 
t"l.rovm b~r thP. c ourse 0f particular events into tWh~IY""Y 
circumst·~nc~s in regard to sroe of the l or1er c1..'1.sses 
in their midst , constitute, n everthele:::s, under n sound. 
s~n::~tem of :pn1ic~r f1.J"''"l just treA.trrlf!l'lt , in thr-- ar{"'''e{~atc , · 
the best. d.ll!poseil flnd easiest r.tanaP:e 1 :peoule in His 
Maj eflty ' s clol'l.inions . But I am not callefl upon to 
please either ; I h~ve the cause of truth to sorve; 
I a.'!'l to c nll "murder , murcler,n ~rr'! "plu.n.clor, :pl'trnd.er," 
whatever fie the colour of the perpetrator ' s sldr·, or 
the po'!('r '1.11d influ011ee of the man who courrt;r.fln.nces 
the A~e, in 0rder ( by st~ti~~ facts as they ~re ) to 
enabl<"' you (as you ~e b1own to hn.ve the nish ) to n:r.ply 
sue h remed.ief: af=l will rl"nder th0 Ca:pe Colony ;·rhnt it 
is cn.:pablo of hriY'~ mncle, one of the mo:::t ~prorrnerou.s and. 

happy co~~unities on the f~ce of the p.lobe. 

(156 ) Se0. also Stockenstrom to Bell 19.1 . 30. C. o . 373; 
24 .~ -. 319. Autn . I , 373 ff . ; 4.8.30 Irid. . 383 :ff . 
Stockenstrom to Dell. 13.7 , 30 , C . o:-37~. 
Sf'IC' nl.-~o Stoc!ce:r:::·trom to :Brll 19 . 1 . 7>0. C. o . ~73; 

( 157) Stoc1renstrom to Colo'·inl Senretnry . !'5 .11.::5-'. 
A,C. ~inutes, p . 1~3. 
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And the document~ of his Landdrostsh ip a.ncl Commis­

sioner-Generalship surel y jttstify StockC'nstrom ' s scyin{" , 
(158 ) 

towards the end of his evidence in 1836: 

It ha':' a l vmys 'heen P.nd evP.r \'!ill "he the most af~ree­
n.ble part of my d.uty t o e:s:p:oos s the cause of the mass 
of ny c 01mtryme n, · na those i:nd. ivid.un.l s amongst them 
who may be fnlsely accnsec . The Golo11ial Offi~"'e oo n-
tnins a.mpl e proofs of my zeal on that hend ; bn1- to 
justi:fy deny or connive fit crimes whi ch s001c of them 
co,..'1t1i t I cons ide red i nc ons is tent both with my :pul'lic 
~d pri vate dut:, a~ the judic ial records ~t the Cape 
can t f' Stify, So like1'1ise the protection am. c iviliz-
ntion of thf! native tribes n.re a..rnont~ my most nnxio11~ 
wishes : "hut I see no ""P.hila.:nthropy i n encollr'1~int~ their 
their mu.rc ers '"!.nd plund e:r by impn.Yli t~.: , Consistent 
t.:!i th thef'e vieV!S ' I hnve tr i t:CI to do MY onty to all 
:Parties ••• 

___ o __ _ 

(15P. ) Q . 239~. A,S, mi.rmteE1, 11 · 251. 11.3 . 30 , 

( iii) The Reprisal Systen , 

(c) The Repri.c;nl ~yntem : StockC'Yl .... c:;trom's Stnteme:nts 
1833 - 1835 , 

Stocken•·trom ' n eriticif:lm of thr> repri~al s~rnt0m -

which <lid rot , in fact , occ11py a major :plane in hifl evi­

dence .. has aroused mor~ comment, 'hoth favoural:le ~nfl. 

~fnvourarlr , th~ ~Yother sin~le aspect of th~t evi-

demr . Tl'le d~UJ~ers which could arise fro~ this system 

he had ~lreacly outlined, 'Poth before the Committee on 
(159 ) (160 ) 

14 August 1835, and in the memoir of 1833 and the 
(161) 

letter of 1834 . 

The system efita'blis rec by Lorfl. Char les Sol!l.crnet 

1 Al7 allovred. a :pn.tY.ol in :rn.1.rsu:tt of stolen cattle to 

(159) 
(160) 
(161 ) 

Q . 5~8 . A,C, r'linutes , 
A.C. nirm.tes , p. 100. 
A,C, mj~utes, p . 119, 

p . 44 . 14 . !1 . 35 . 
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follow the traces into Kaffirl-9.r.rl, n.s far as tre ne"rest 

kra:J.l to 't'Thich they 1 ed. There the cattle coulCl r.e 

clc!:'l.'lnd or! , n.ncl , if they "'!('re not to he fo1md , t:>,.n equiva­
(162 ) 

lent number cou.lCl te seize0 fr001 th~t kraal. It was 

bus~a on the idea thnt the Kaffir Chiefs hrni a system 

uy 't'lhich ~-hey finally !"'lade tbe loss :fall Upon the t"Uil t y 

p~ty &na forc0c them to co~pensate the irnoccnt V.r~flls. 

But , sait~. Stock~nstrom, thouch uvery conscie11tinm:; '"'len , 

O.C(lUO.into~ with C'lff:re la:r.drt relievea tl,is to be the 

case, it still did. not obviate the i.r;1nstice ultimately 

done to the Ko.ffirs • For be pointPA out that, u~en it 

'hecrmr. _,., e~e ~ sar;y to send a co~maril o into KnffirlflY.i! , 

nll th(' coloninl cnttl" fou.tH1. \tere j_n nny c~sc brout,.ht ont, 

so that tl1e c olo11y still o"~--to. irlr>Cl r.t flouble coi!l.pPnW'-'. tli:on . 

\net tris , he s~id , rrould 1'0 "too f-Te"tt n 'bmmty on 
( 163) 

pu trols fl.Yl'... cnr~les ... ness . n 

Stockenstrom ' s main criticism of ~om0.rset's system 

rmq tY,n t the prospect of tein~ able to r,ot Kaffir cn.ttle , 

if one's OY!n ucre not diAcovere<1. , not only set a 1•ounty 

upon carelessness, but proYidE"CI '111 irresistihl~ tem:pta.tio.Y' 

to some :people to mist"eJ)rc~f'nt tl1eir losses . Careless-

ness ~-~c1. P, te"bde.ncy to blame nl l losses upon the Kaff.lrs , 

he c O!'ltCn'l e0, led to continutt.l taldnt~ of Knff'iT cnttle , 

nr<l consequently , retaliatory rnids ry the Kflffirs , vrhich 

kept the fll'ont ier in a c onstn.r.t s.tatc of alarm . 

Stocl:enstrom gave instances of the sort of thin~ 
(164 J 

that c ould. taY:e J?l'l c e under the ret>r isal S:Y"St em. 

Unless e. ,an ke:pt very careful RU.ard over his cattle , 

so that ho could i"'1meoia tely collect n. force and pursue 

the ·olunderers shouJ.ct a ro'hber'IJ ta?-:e pl-ace , he could very 

(162 ) 
(163 ) 
(164 ) 

Q . 5~8. A,C. [l).inntes, p , 44 . 
Q . 1958 • . A ~C, minutes, :p . 9.8. 19.11 .~5. 
~ . 969 . A, C .• ~1lnutes , :P. • 83, for what follovm . 
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selcLom fin0 the actu..,~ :perpetr ators ap:ain . •'hen once 

the plunder•rs werA out of s iC,ht, the patrol p:oinP into 

Kaffirland was at t.h.e mercy of the statements made by 

the f'1rmers , \'!ho mir·ht preten:l they vrere on the tr ,... ce of 

the stolen cattl <: , 'i.'lhcreo.s th·""Se mirht he the trace ·of 

o,.,y c ~ttl0 . When the pn"trol e.p:rroached the firflt la-n.nl , 

thr K~ffirs , 1~nOi'Jin?' that cattle would l")e seizcn, r.roul(1~ 

proh'1b1y try to h ide their cattl(' , or rPsist the ta.1d.ntr: 

of them . The pntrol would collect "the numbe1• s~ :!.d to 

be stolcfl , or l"'"lore," wd , :hf there was resie;tn.nce , v1hich 

coul0 ear·ily be construed into hostilitT· , it wo.s "almost 

:lmposs ~ble then to prr.v.ent innoc0nt bloodF'hed . • " It als o 

often happ c>.ned thnt s patrol on the spoor of c '1.ttl e !'('Ially 

stolen woulrl find f'.n :i.ndividu'~l head. of t•~e stol<=:~n c'1.ttle, 

either knocker ur. , or J>11rpo flely 1 eft near a K:ranl ry the 

re n1 pe r:Petrators , This u oul. ii be taken as o. J:>OSi:bi.ve 

proof of etlilt fl ... m1 th,.., SD.!!le injusticr> W"'1S likely to foll~·r . 

There had r een instances , S"":oc:tl:'mtrom added, r·he:rc 

f<'rncrs hac~ "'One i nto KaffirlR.l'lfl '!.'i th a patrol, pretet"l ct­

i.n{" to r.e 011 th(:) spoor of stol~:n cnttle, m~rl cattle hart 

been tnke n :from th.e Kaff.irs on tho strenc·th of tho s tm:rosed 

theft . 011 r''turflil'lp:, th(' farmer ha.cl founa. his cf-tt tle 

strayed thron;c:h his orm neglGct , or in anoth0r d iroction , 

or e~·ten by vrol ves . "And tlm.s ," he conclu<'led, "men , 

l'lot loslnP" c B.ttle at all , rut covet in~ C...,ffre ' s cattle , 

ha.vc> nothin.,. mor0 1n a o but to le'td the :p-:ttrol to n kraal 

an.(l co"".mi t the outn:tr-:c s above a.escri b<:!Cl . • n 

Tho Knffirs, Stoc,,...enstro.rn s-=tiil , haa. oftc n said to 

h.tn : "We do .not cnre hm·T mar.w Ca.ff:res you shoot if they 

come i.nto you.r c ou.ntry, 9.l'lc1 you cntc h thr·m st0.alin'"· , hut 

for every cow ~you take from. your c mmtry you ltake a thief. rr 

Tl:erefore he hru1 l B.id <lown that , in the ce0ecl tcrritary , 

• A. :portion of the armec nen on each location should nt all 
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times guard. the cattle, nn:l where it was :provec 7-ho.t n. 

man had l eft his cn.ttle unn'U~rdN1, or not s0.en them for 

a whol e day, wh~tevcr hi s lor::s, no hostile me'"l.sures should 

be ta1~cn !!4gaino t the Knffirs , wa no :p ~~ti'Ol be nllowed 

to cross the fr ontier in search of cattle . 

The cnrelessn.etts of the farmers nbout the pro-pr'!r 

etlard in:o; of their cattl e nrcvaiJ. eil, accord i:nf"' to Stoeken-

stroFl , even vrl'l..cn c O"~ma.ndos \'l~re r.ctnr.J.ly as ~·cnl1linr- as 

a re"'111 t of alle ~"'~CI d.e:pred'l.tiona . Ire had hi~sclf been 

throu.p·,h the coun·t:;:-y at such times ~nd h<d to rc:orimand 
.( 165) 

the Fi elct-co~:rtets alil peo-pl e for their neglect . 

Asked whether the rc wer r arw oth e r men.suros by which 

the f locks am property of the colonists oouJ.d. re secured, 

except by preventive an~ precautionar y ~ensures on the 

part of the owners, Stockel"!strom replied.: "I dec j_r~cdly 

sn.y that one- tenth part of the ca. ttl(' th!:l. t arc lost VTould 

not be lost if our people wore c ~utious . " But circum-

stmces rtir::ht arise where ~ ma.n., •·ri th f'_ll the pr0cnutions 

in tho t'!orld , mi '•ht loRe his c -· ttle; "thot1c-n.. . I ,., ""' ~ure " 
' <' '" '" , 

he n.ddect , "if he is 011 his {''Uard , he Vl ill 'be i-·medi~tely 

able to coll eat c force. so t:ts a l rmys to find out ·the 
. ( 16 6 ) 

actual :pe rpetra+.o:t'F n.nr1 his own lost property." 

The ex~ct proportion of los~0s due to negli~ence 

s 0ems to h A.ve i'torriec Stockenstrom ' s questioners , 'L)'].ct 

StocJ(e!'l.strom ' s fina l answer cert'lil'l~Y ~1orrie<i his critics. 

The Q_U<"stion v1as a s .L o rrhether, in nine cases out of ten, 

losses coulc1 have 'Peen avo idee by precaution on the :p1 rt 

of th0 colonists . AYld as Yras mite oft~n the ca.se, it 
( 167 ) 

was r c:peP.ter. thr~e t i.T'!les before Stoc't: enr:trom an.CJwered: 

it directly . lk· had u h9.bi t of answerinr: a C~uestion 

(165 ) 
(lfl6 ) 
(167) 

Q . 970 , 971, 976 . A, O. minutes-, :p . 83 , 84. 19,n . 26 . 
Q . 97P.. I bid . 
Q . 973, 9~97f, . Ibid . • 
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ouite :perftmctorily n.n<'l. proceeoin,. at once v:ith whatever 

point he V!fl.f) c one erncc'!. to '!'lake , Finall y , pinnccl clown, 

he snid. : ''I shoulrl say the rTen..t0r:1t part of it, at least, 

if not nine times out of tC'n , Hhich I l1elieve v1oul·1 be 
( 1 68 ) 

no exngeernt.iorl. . " 

Stock0nstroM Y:as then further askecl vFhether he con-

siderC(l th'lt, r·h-en an expcd.itior. went into Kn:f.'firln.nd for 

the purpose of reco" .. P.rirv.,. cn.ttl e rrhen some t irle h& 

elapsen sin~e the th»ft, the punishment in nin0ty-nino 

cuses out of n hn.nnr0d. f'ell upon thr> innocent . His 

reply ,·m.s "l.ctually : "Yes . I t is tnJrinf' p,reat lati tud.e 

to sa:r 99 cases out of 100, yet I thi.f'lk I !!lt:lY safely oay 
(169 ) 

so; at any rate I l!lUY sa.y in most cases clecictedl~r . 11 

This proportion Stoc]q=!n£'1trom hrul hi~lF:elf !"lentione(l , 

il" the l!emoi.r of 1833 . But t"tc context thet'e wns 

~omnrset ' s alle~e 1 :pror·osa.l to shoot the K'lffirs into 

whose Jcr-aals the spoor of cattle 1 ro ; "n.r.e , in fl" ivin;: 

forcible e"·:pression to hi~ horror P..t tho vnry +hour.:ht of 

such o procf.'c1u.re on(l all tha.t it must lo~n to if adO})tnCI , 

.::itocJ>::enstrom h .nit saifl th':fi "In ni.rr.ety- rdne cuses out of 
( 170 ) 

a hundred the slauehter mur-rt :fcr.ll on the i.nnocPnt." 

Stocl~c-n'~tr0m 't'.'O."' further a.f'ked vrhether, the M.ajor i ty 

of stock b0i.rw lost by negli~e.n.c"' ,.,hen a ctually taken, 

there \vere often ":rrnud.ulcnt repre'"'C'l"l.trttions" of robber-

ies i'JPJ.ch h n.d in f n.c t n.oyer been :perpetrated . To v1hich 

he replie~'~ , "Und.oubtenly . " These :f:radulcl"'t representat-

ions mislect the troops on thn front in:- , n.nc1 le-d to :P"'trols 

( 168 ) Q . 976 . I bid . I :ni tiall~r ( Q. . 9'72 s 1rorn .• ) Stoc1'"en­
s·'·rom ht>.cl spoken of "one- tenth . " Ei thor his qnestioncr 
hud misund.erstoofl , or "De rhnps ~.-~as c onfuscd by th~ ph..r f'...Se 
in Stockenstrorn ' s letter of 1834 in y•hi ch he state0 
th l?.t "unlesc ;:,ron fino the 11l1.mderers ir> thP. f2ct , i.n 
nine cases out of ten ~rou 1mnish the i n.YJ occnt . " 
A .c . minutes, p .1~1 . -

(169 ) Q . 978. I bid. 
( 170) A.C. minutes . p . lOl . 



154, 

on the :princi}?le he had a.epicted , "which pr.!trols decidedly 
(171 ) 

arc the m'lin cPuse of thB misfort1mes of the frontier . " 

" •• , while this system of tc.}dng the ir c n ttl e prr.v·-- ils , n 

Stockonstrom s!lio , "it is impossible that the Caffres 

car remnin oniot, nnd a.ll the me~>""UI'('S "\'!e may Mo:pt :f.' or 

tJ-l e imnrovement of' "!;hem \'.rill re t oit'llly useless, P.S I 
- ( 17~) 

have often n8.id ." I t waR in vs.in +o o.ttem.pt i;o c:tvil-
(177> ) 

i zc ar.d Christianize , if pP-ople hacJ :r10thil1!'': 1;o nat . 

IIe went so far as to sn.y th'Lt , if the systeM of 

t~J:in .Q' Kaffir cat tle continucfl , the -process of a.r-no:x:ini'P 

onr. portion after ~other of Krtffir te:r.Ti tory V! o1:uJ1 ~~so 

r> ontinue . Th? t had hnppenect fin ~ ror:u~t of the siezure . 

of c;~ttl e by the lPlB commando , 'tr.a would ha-pT' en n,Pf'.in , 
·- .. ( 174) 

nflt1 continue u.nti1 the color.y rf'achen to De1o.,r-;o~ Bay. 

The patrollil'lt~ syoten (> ould. bcr•efit no~oa y bnt those 

~.vho wished to :p1u .... "tJ.der the Kfl.ffirs of their c~tt1c , -:nn 

even those n.ot :pcr-~a~rntl~·, s incP th c K'1f -irf' •onlil 'he 
(175) . 

sur0 to att0n:pt to seize tl1eir crttltle a'"'ain . Ancl tl1e 

s,' ... 8t~M of mili t".ry ~o:ercion which it J'I.P.Cl:H,si t.., teA h'-'..d ~e<:r 

utter1Ji- inAffectual for the orj~ct of -prr>·~E='rvinp, peace 
(176 ) 

0 11 the frontier , 

of the milita~r , th():re \'J;s .110 t:r~r.tUfiity on the frontier. 

Dc-predt'.tinns oontinu~~:, • And. false al"'.rms only too fre -

~uently led to ~~ece - sary coMmaro_os . ·\s ~n ex!l!np1e he 

described the conditions prevailinp, before the 1831 c o~­

mrtnl o, vmen hP. hail formd the Knff'irs in nthe rnost perfr.-ct 

stnto of tr.t1..n<1uill i ty . " Yet there hacl been reports 

(171 ) Q . 977 9 978 . A,C • ....,i:rmto~ , p . 8A . :.:>ee also 
Q , 2~05 . :p . 23B . 1.?, . 36 . "! Jr-.nm" the tl1j,n{"' constaY~t1:y 
to tnk8 }.)lace; :preteroeo 1osf cs; nnl th~t is the mischief . ~· 

(172) Q . 1012. A. .C, ninutes, p . 87 . 
( 173 ) Q . 1014 . !bj_d_. 
{ 174) Q. 1015. I bid • Stoc,~e!lco+ - oM ~"in t.h'"' t ho had 'Tlllo e 

this snme repr~Pentatio~ of th0 positio11 to ~ovcrnment , 
lon-'.,. 1--eforo the \VR:r bro1-e ou.t, ann th ..... t it woul~1 he 
fourd in f'both my st.r~te:1e!1tF-~ t·;hich n.re h e-f' oro the <Jomrni i; ... 
tee . " A~tn('ll:.~ , however, rE"f'orer00. to the irmritr.trllity 
of. a.rmeddr.t~ K~ffirl~.nd 0.fll~ ~ ' reg,Jl dr war of cxternino.ti on 
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that the country ·r1ms in "the utmost stn.te of ap;i t~Ytion . 11 

"Thus hsll the com"?laro~:nt been ceeeived. ·b~r tre se reports," 
(177) 

said Stoc?-e.nstrom. He auoted nlr~o the i:nst~nce of 

Bezuic1enhout, n Mf:ln rrof the rr1ost r1 e-:r·ru:led ch".r'"'ct1ter per­

h'1:P!l in the \"!hole coJoi'ly,u who hno come out ofF8."fi:rlw.i!. 

with a runwu.r of a combination of t:'l ll the chiefs Rr""n.inst 

thr.. col0:ny - fl. T11Jll')ur r•hich ca:nsecl r.m.ch a. i!=!tn.rh~=u1ce on t'l'B 
{ 178) 

frontier, rut .., ..... ,... S1•"hseC!~Jently pr ovcd cu.i te :f'nl8P.. 

For c.l l thcf!e rE"e'' Ol'l.s , StocJt~nnt:rom hnd def:eminea 

to p11t a stor1 to tho tnld.ilp,' t:Jf :Vai'fir -ntt.1C' unot; :the 

frontier . I r illustr~tio.n both of h\s rel'1.sons for nish -

in."!' ·his systP.'!l. nfl ht:'r('(! to' and of tre violrtion of it on 

the frortier RYri.np: the lAtter ;}'f~ars of his Commissiolie:r.­

GenerFtls'bi:p , Stocke:t1c-tro;n on ~t,o.Cl the c ases of Erasmus, 
(179) 

Scheepers and Dreyer . The two former hnd alread.y been 

ref~rrea to in the Uemoir of 1833 arr the :papers con-

nected ·--ith it. Aml ~n the ln.ttcr cnso, ~tockenstr o:m 

purposAly o untod naMes "in order that it ma~" be enr,'iren 

into if necessary." 

When the affidavits collected cy Civil CoMMiss ioner 

CP..mpbell in 1835 were fo11110 a.1 tire1y 1~o contrndict 

Stockenstrom's version of the Eras~us case, it was in-

sinu'l.tect that he had c1el:t'berate1y used. a c hA.r["e base~ on 

the flimsi est Kaffir and Hottentot evidence ind one 

ap:pe A..rs only 1.n the .Memoir of 1833, with reference to 
Somerset ' s 11roposal. (A ,C. mi:r.uteF!, p .101). 

(175) Q, 1017. ! , C, minutes, p. 88 . 
(176) Q. 1041 • 1044 . A, C, mim1tcs, pp , 90 - 91 . 
(177) Q. 1021. A, C, Minutes, p . 89. 
( 178 ) Q. 1019. !bid . 
(179) The first two 1.'dll l)e discusf' (Hl in detcl l later. 

The case of' Dreyer (Drier) concerned a mun whose c.~.:l:t1e 
had continually trel'lpar: ?.~rl on. the la:ml of Rensbur~, 
(Hansbuxg) until at last he hao. r e fuser. to look . after 
them and they h f.l.d. strayed a}:m.y . Dreyer some t we 
aft ~" l"':.,ard.s c lo.imed tine.. .o;ot c om}.Jensa.tion on.t o:r. Kaf,"ir 
stock; nml Rnbsen,nently vm.R Y'ot i f im 'hy D man li~ 
1ivinr some 30 miles r:.way thnt his ce~ttle were tber e . 
But he r e t ni1:1cd ·what he t:ot f':r an t}'l e KaffirF' , "under tre 
:ple" tl~at his ancestors h!:u~t also "hee11 plundered by 
Ca.ffres." • 
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wl'l..ich he probably lt::ne\" to be unt"I"Ue, in orcter to blacken • 

the reput~t ion of a resp0ctable f:r· o:ntior colo:"is1.;. 

Whether such an act can be rorA.rded o.n in l~eepinc- ''-"ith 

Stockemtrom' s chnracter~ the render may judf.'e hereaft0.r. 

But in this connection it is , ~erhaps, relevant to observe 

that, just prior to hie st!'ltements i.Yl connection rri th th<' 

Erasmus case, Stoc1ce:nstrom waR n,sked. ·•heth.cr he recollectEd 

a casE' in ~:!hich a so:n of' Enno wns mU.I'dered by one of the 

patrollinc e~editions . He rc:plie<l thnt he did remember 

Yoyo , a chief Jr,.novnto lln.jor Du..nons , ,!rho ''taS present, ste.t­

in~,... to hin, in c on:f'irmation of vrh'1.t Enno had S'3.icl , that 

the pntrol cnMe er>.:rl .... i!'l th0 morrin:- in :pursuit of' cn.ttle 

r11d the mro1, aroused. froo sleep by the r:o.llo:vrd:np· of 1:ho 

horr;es, was shot juflt as he vras eetti11"' out o f the hut to 

wee vihn.t r:rn.~ roir..'!" on . To this Sto~kerPtro~ had rejoine~ 

t})a t it rr~.s ir.lpor-;s i'hle , it ~ oul<l not hnve 'been so . llsl:eo. 

by the Co1'1Mitter- \'TmtJ'ler he hnn found o···t , not 011ly that 

it was roso ibl~ ~ hnt tm.t it vm~ an act ,,ru_ fact, he re­

plien : "not n f~ct that this C::d'f!'e hn:1 reen shot inno­

centl~r ; I a. id not find this !:: t"~.tement c onfirnoo ; I hrve 

o:nly th(' st~.teme.nt of the chiefs Yoyo and Enno ." And 

vihen it was asked \'!hethAr he 'bclievell. it was the fact , 

Stockenstrom rei~lieo a~ in that he had no authority but 

the Ka.ffir chiefs , aB r") i:w': that Yo yo wns J-:nown to Un.j or 
( lBO ) 

Dunrl'l.t:: to be r:t Sllperior man :.1-nl n, very tru8tworthy Kaffir. 

of mn.1-:inr statements d.erogator:t to the churact('lr of th.e 

colo:nists, cou.lcl he not •·r0ll have usc•" this incident o.s 

he t·mfl allot·;e~ to h<=tvc use<'i th('. ens~ of the d.enth of Zeko? 

Imced. , it SC'ens v0ry cl0nr that Stoc1:cnstrom did 

r.ot intr ni his critic ism of th0 nl)uses to tTJ'lich the 

(180) Q. 980 - 9Br. A.c . minutes , pp . 84 - nB . 
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ropr isnl system wo.s ~ubject to 'l:ppl y t o the colol'lists in 

{!P neral . I n the .f :lrst pl ace, it has nlrcndy _bee11 indi-

cutl'"'n t1•r. t , t hronr"hout this discussion , St ocJrenstrom h'1d 

the Ceded. Te:rri tory s:p oo ifi~r).lly in minn , Scheepers n:nd 

Dreyer, the two other casen ment1.oned, r:t!re both settl ars 

in the Cedeo Territory. roreover, ir. ne.ntioning these 

two cnsen , after stfl..tin~ th..at one of Gaika ' s princi'Pal. 

poi11ts in ~:ve.,J>:i.Yif: t o Donkin was <tbout the Boors P" i vinro: 

too grcn.t tamptatiorJ t o his JlC O~ple to :pl UYlder the f~rmcrs 

nnd "revenr:e eo.rlier rrrongs by l'!lurr ern by r:o:l.YJ.~ '1.bout 

1.111armed ana leav:i.l~t~ their ~n.ttle runnin£; Yr ild , ;;)tockenstran 

said a u1 te explicitly: 

Many fnrmers , l)oth Er11~lish set~:lers FJ:nd Dutch hnve 
~ often spoJ~cn to me a1·out the injurious tendency of 
this s:yfltem; the majo-rity of those f'n.rr~ers wiflh f or 
nothi.n~ rut :pe"'.Ce ~r.a tV,.G protr'ction of them.r-c,:,l ... ~r.s nnO. 
their :pro:pe"Y"t :.r; bu-t. i t is im-noss ible in such ~-..n ~xtehs­
i ve c O!:l~uni ty o.s ours , livi.nr: i n tJ1 e nt'"'..te 8.S s one of 
our peopl e do , thn.t thero f'1 houlfl not rc a.'1o:·- ":hem 
'ttnprinci J)l ed men , , 'ho would re t•l ad to avail themsel ves 
of every o-nrortlll'i ty of e.nri chine themselves at the ex­
pense of their wenk0r nei{':hbours ; n:nd it i s crue l that 
a \'Thole community sh.'lll suffer for thf' crimes of these 
few; nor is it ren.soflablP to su:ppoAe , ths.t ir a nnt:ion 
of 11r1.rbariam ~ he re should 11ot l'a rumbP-rs addictcA to 
plnno.er , but tw . .11 a;-n.i.n it l i s equ(lll ;y cr1~l to drive a 
whole nation t o desper~tion for the ne;IQTcssions of ,, 
p~t . (lAl) . 

A.ng,.pe repe!:>.tcd similar views in a:n..crwcr t o ouest ion 

1016 , c onfi rnir:: thnt the system of reprisal was held in 

reprobation by hundreds of the settl0rs , because they were 
( 18~ ) 

th0 losers by it . I n the memOir of 1833, in rrcourtinr-

fue evonts of 18~0, he st~1ted th<1.t he hrv1 1leeYJ induced to 

s~ction " the co~manlo of th~t ye ' r on the reprcse.nt~tions 

of tllr. co·")mand.a..l'lt anl the "frontier Boors," n.!:d. thf'..t 

subsequent events hed. l en him to belieYo the reports of 

frontier disturbances to have 'heen "utterly r;ron. .. '1d1ess ." 

And in this c annect·( o:r he added: 

(181 ) 
( 182 ) 

Q. 10 04. A,C, ~inutcs. 
A,C , minutes , l' • 101 . 

p' 86. 
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Now I beg that it be clearly und.erstood, that in 
here s:peaki!'lf" of Boors, I allucte to those i.'h o are 
immediately interested in the re:prisal system; the 
mass of those colonists ITho lurlerstand its effe~ts 
holcl it in :J,bominn.t ion . 

A.nrl ho '\'Tent on to outline the enornou.s inconvenience 

of :frontio r al P...rms to the colol'"lists more to the interior ., 

f~o could derive no pos~ible ~va~taee fro~ the~ , ~nn 

were ofte1:1 , on the contz·..,ry , called fr&""l their homes 

and business, for Months at a tiMe , n~ gro~t expense . to 

serve on co!!una..l'\do, without a chance of renu.nero tion • 

There is, furthermore , no attem~t to idenlize the 

Kaffir character - soBcthing which the :philn:nthropists 

1-'Tere very :prone to do , StockP.lJstrom certainly d..eniefi 

that the Kaffirs were "a nn.tion of thieves" and sai-'l hEJ 

believed_ there '"ere civilized .flo.tions in rrhich the :pro,.. 
(183) 

portion o:f' thieves wan f"I'eater . But, i~1 co::rrectin~ the 

usc o:f the word "SnW'~f'es" iYl ("Onnection with tlH?r.l .. on 1h e 

c;r~u.nd.s t~t they were an ae;ricultural s.rA :p~tor.~l !'eo:ol-e ,­

he r:1o.id: "it is a mistr:v::e to call them snv'l-0~ , n.s much 

ns to call them 6entle ann inoffensive , they nre just as 
(184 ) 

people in their eire unst 1..r~es cc.r. r e expo~ tee to n e , " 

Elsewhere, in amwer to QueAtion 13 9 1 , he e:xpresSC'fl a 

s~~ilar opinion. And. in thP- Mei'T!O i r of 18:13, he m'1.do 

refc:rence to"the excesses of Hhich s~vf'lo;eA r..nd b12rbnriar.s 
(185 ) 

are c~:p~ble ~ " 

The abso~ute rcco~s ity for protecting the colonists 

e,eainst these "excesses" i'f!lS the first pr inc i:ple Which 

Stoc1r:eYJstro.rl expounc ed in the 1833 l!emoir . An~r U t"l'n '"I! 0 f 
l;" - ', . 

robbers '· murctcrers n rt(1 mPraud. e rs" sho1.1~~~ r e :roi!Yt~d out at 

once l•efore the evil s:proac1 reyond ~o:ntrol . He repeated 
(18n) 

the sarne opinion forci1lly :ln his letter of lf\34. 

(183) Q. 1046 , 1047. '\ 1 C . mi1mtes, :p . 91. 
(184 ) Q. , 1045 . A. !6! 'ninutes 2 :p. 91. 
(185 ) A .c I minutes a :p . 100, 
(186 ) A:C. minutes 1 :p . 120 , 121. 
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Am it recurs c onf:'tnntly in the evidence. 

to ~uestion 1051, fo~ instarce , he s~ia: 

In a:r swe r 

••• very conscientious men h!"!.ve often criticized my 
syst€>M 2s too blood;y; but 1 felt that I hn.cl also to 
:p:r.ot0ct thn colonists against mur<'lerers and tJl undercrs, 
ana could not sncrifice those to conciliate ny accusers .( l87) 

That Stoc1r:enstrom a 10. 1wt :rega:rd the war o :i? 18?,4 - 35 

as a tre['~C hero us n.nd. m1:pr ovoked invasion is clear. \lhen 
(188 ) 

he was asked dire~tly whether it hnd been a m9.tter of 

s1,r1;rise to him th"'t the K'=tffirs should. have inva.d.ed 

British t erritory roJcl "a system oiwnr" have ensued , he 

replied thn.t , if the Commi tt~e would rerul with attention 

his stntement r,iven ir to the Secretary of Statet they 

would see th.'=l. t " (though I aclmi t I did not expect it 1o 

be so exte m ivc and. bloody so soon,) I expected -:1ost 

serious calami ties to resu.l t from the :plan which we were 

then adopting. " This was, of cour·se, the system of 

allowinc t~ colonists t o take Kaffir cattle by na.y of 

reprisal, in vrhi.ch , acconlinf" to Stocl::c!lstror.:l, the Ca:ne 

authorities vrere :persistint", despite nll his a.clvice am 
ins true ti ons ·t;o the c or.tr nr~t . I1~ seems from this thnt 

Stoclren: trom considered. that the fault l~.y rrith t.he 

authorities . Neverthelesr;, he il'lsistef! on. the necessity 

for :protectin~ the colonists ann. :pwishing mar€mders. 

The ouestion WD.S simply, V!hn.t mcasur~s shou.ld ,_,e adopted to 

achieve th.-..t enn . 

Stockenfltrom dre~·: .,_ distinction hetween "cow.ma mos" 

Mel "reprisal :patrols . " In all thP evidcJ:'lce t!hic h has boon 

1Ll1cler discussion, his criticism vra.B levellcc1 at tlle system 

\'Jhich r-tllowed. P-Very srn~ll patrol in scnrch o-:> c':'ttle to 

i nclet'lnify itself nt the f irst 1a.-n..a1 ry t!"'.Jri!!r, Xo..ffir 

ca ttle. On th a oth0r ho.na. , he maintaineo that it was 

( 187) A .o. Minntcf! ~ p . 91 . See a.lso e . p· . Q. 105?; 
1086; 1411; P-149; ~200; 2?.h4; 2371 - 2372.; 

(188 ) Q . 1096 - 1097. A.C. n1nu1ies, 'J!• 9R . ~1 . ~ . ::)5 . 
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essential to punish , and pr otect the colonists against , 

any gail{? of ma.ruuders which :pers ist3<1 in. clepredf'.tions. 

For th_..q.t :pUT:pose he believecJ c o::n.ra3.nlos t o be legitimate 

f.!l'lcl_ nf!t.'>essa.r~,r , thour'h reg.t•cttable . \.nd on such c anmamos , 

snnctionc~. by govC'r:nment, he c oncederl. thnt, u.n.der tho 

su.pervision of th0 proper authorities an(l by !:lrral'lr:ement 

vrlth the chiefs, Knffir cattle mi~ht he t 9.1ren to indemnify 
(18<."' ) . . . 

the colonist~:; for their l osses. " ,,, thR t , 11 he se.id, 

" is ns different as possible fran MY man :pretem.i:np- t o 

h!:ve l ost cnttl c goinf' in ani tak:inr: 0'1-ffre cattle . The 

one is :nece'"'so.ry ano legitimate pr ot.ect:lo:n , P,rm"'ted by 

gov~'rl"me:nt to the peo-pl e uncler its :pr otection ; the other 

is ma1~i:n."' every ne..11 jud.~'~e a:nd avenger in his ov.rn cause; 

ancl_ , " Stocke nstrom added, "the latter vms continuecl l ong 

af'ter the underst:::>..ndin :~ betm'e:n th0. Governor ana. th~ 

Cni'fres , 't'Jhich I c 011s id.ered 8.8 binding ••• we v i ol a ted 

t.'lem , wcl in co.nsoo~uenJ e of that c;oin..,. on I snw no p es -

sibility of J:lTE'ventine the evils 1'Ihich aJ:):r·e ···ref! likely 
(190 ) 

to follow. " Thi s seons t o ma'lre it pl'Lin thr-~t. it vras( 

the reprisal system, una not the comm~ndo systen, to 

vmic h Stockenst:r.or.1 o"bjecten . 

On the othPr hano , it ca.n 11e ar1~ter~ , nn l'rof . J .L .M. 
( 191 ) 

Framken very ably does , that , 1-rhil e Stockenstrom drew 

a distinction hetv1een c orrmo.n:1os o.r.d :rc:prioal :patrols , 

~d. evi<lently apJ:)roved the former , u.nde r cE'rtai n conditioYB , 

t;r}1.ile condemni.Yl r-; the latter, thoro u.re st..,tements in his 

evid.encc which il efini tel y corry the implicfl tion thf'Lt he 

cordemncd co~nndos in ~eneral . In supJ:)ort of his 

contention, l'rof . Frnn.c1:en c itcs severnl sts.temente , ''.rhich 

he is undoubtec1ly c orreot in tmderst'lnfl.in~ ss a:rrpl ic o.ble 

(189 ) 
(190 ) 
( 19Jl. ) 

PI> • 

~ . 2147 - 2 149 .A.C.Minutes pp. 233-234.1.3.36. : . 
Q . ~14 9 . ! bid . 
Fr9.ncken: I>iet Rr.>t ief se l ewe in Cl.ie Kolo.nie . 
370 - 371. 
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to commandos 11.nd. not re:prisnl :patrols , or re:prienl 
(192 ) 

:pat,·ols only . And. on the stren.n;th of these ntateme.nts , 

he draws the concl usion that ~ J.n fs.ct , Stockcnstrom 

virtuc..ll y c o:mlemned all c O"lmar.dos on. the E'1.s tern Fr o:ntier ; 

The is~ue is further confusen. by so~c evincn.cc in 

1836 , r:rhich Prof . Fra.l'.l.cJ~en ecoes not discus~:~ . In a ·nsv:er 
(193 ) 

to Q . 2371; Stoc}::ol"~stroTYJ. e.r:reed that the m:v of the 

"co~r!lwdo foree"' for the J)1Jr:pose o f r r :pe11i.1"f" attnc'k or 

:pur sui r:t: bnncli tti hacl been forcci!. on tr£ co1ordr:l t~overn-

nent o.s n me'!sure of n0c~s~ iti;~ . He fu:r'ther ex·nres "'(:d. 
(194 ) 

the o:ptnion th'lt , if fro';!! the er...rlie:r star~es of th0 

colony a system of settlements on the lings of K~t River 

hflfl. been estf:'.blis hen s a.rF1 it 1120. 1'~ een notorious to the 

J:'ln.ti ves the.t th c Brit ish covo ITT"le nt \'!iAheCl to folloYJ 

tovm.rds theM. fl. :policy of mo<1erz:.tion , hu.Manity ~:nC! justice, 

the use of ''coml"lanfl os" !l1i."'ht h ave l·een obvi8.toa; but he 

dic1. not thin1r: lk.nat , after the colo:ny had. TC'~f;hc·f! the 

stnr,e it hoo. about one hn ... l'ldrea ;:-e'"'.r~! after the fonndi.r1t~ 

( 192 ) Th c })a8S"'Ge~ r.o rofPrs to arC'!: 
( a.) Lettnr to Spril'l{'"-Hic" 5 .11 . !14 . A. C. !1iYtu.tPr='w :D • r'~1: 
"it ( ( i . e . A. cm!!MMB o to seize cn.ttlc sent out some 
ti:ne after a raid..) ) is tr e e~•.siest anr1 most lucrative 
mode of retalic.tion, :ret nt t:r e Sr'me ti"'lc the !1o8t 
a ... mor ali zi!l."'; . 11 

( b ) :Memoir· of 1833 . A .o. mirmi;0s, p . 101 ; 
" ••• they (( the fr.trmers) ) k.YJO\'l that r:he11 th~ C~ff~rs ar0 
d.riveo.n to r1osprmtion , ntr a w.ar er..sues , t 1'ley T1f:1Y 1'C' 

call a'! 1"'rom t1:e:iT ho!'les rrd. "business , :tt an e.norr.1ons 
expPnso, for months , without n. chn.nc0 of remuneration . 
In fact , false aln.rrn.s, in \'Thich tho Cn.pe Fronticr> is so 
prolific, c.re '-ldvnnt¥eou.s to none 1"~ut tho~e rrho oo vet 
th0. posr:0ssion of Cnffn~ cn.ttle , or expect n oro 1"E>1"cfit 
fro!:l militnrJr c oercion ancl the increase of the forces 
thJ..11 from c o.nci1iatioJ:1 a.nfl ;lu~ticE" . 11 

( c ) Mer1oir of 1833 . A. C. minutess p . 102 : 
"Our systen of mi1i tnry coercion h.!'."' Y'0\7 1->eon triPd for 
a 1en{rth of :r~'"'':"'T8 .. rithou+ hrYi:np: brou.:~ht nbout one sin.,~le 
benef'icial result; f o:r ever, :.:tccord iiit' to the .. ~iet"!S of 
the milit'l.ry :10''IP.laninnt ••• thP frontirr is in a mn.~h le s::J 
trarwuil stn.te thtu"l beforF> n.r~r troons '!:'rcrp, st·- tio11ed 
ne ~r it; unct tl1out11 tY.C' rcrprist:tl syste~ haR he en in 
o:pcr rttion evr.r s :l.nc8 1817 , ro'h1)or:1es nre snid. to r ,c af.l 
nurnerous as ever •• • n 

( 193 ) A. c . minutes, p . 24A . • . 3 . 3(.) . 
(194 ) Q. 23?~. A.C. mi~ute~, p . P.49. ~ . 3 . 7>~ . 
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the pco:ol (' c oulcl hnve remained of! thr r~mot.e f:ro:nt ieTs 

1Ni thout occasionally rPso:r.ting to "c o:nma:na os" for the pur­

pose of recovorin~ lost property ann repellin~ marauders . 
(195) 

He ar.Tcod that the al~u.se of the "coTill'1an1o systemu, 

where s1.:1Ch had. occurred , mi{"ht ~e:n.e~lly speakiYI{': ht" at­

tributed to tho command of a force, composed of those 

whose h'lbi tatiors had 'h ee:n d.estroyed • cattle <lr iven 'l.Way 

a::'d fanilies slau.t•:hte:red , bcin,'"" on.trnstei'l on all ooo 'l.sions 

of sudden irruption or depredation to nll inferior mn~ist­

ratPs indiscriminately - i . r . f ield.- corr.ets ana provisional 

field cornet('. 
(196) 

And finall:v, he wo..~ as:V:eo uhether it \•n:ts not then 

desir(',ble , in ord.er to avoifl. the 'almost nece~r:Jn.ry con­

seQu.ence 1 of expos in~ +he nnti ves to 'the reven1o;e of nen 

exo.sp ~rate~ by outro..{;e , ' th"t. t the meD.ns of "defence 'hy 

c onmn. rxlo" shouJ.cl be res ortcd to as selcl om as :pos Ri ble , nna, 

vtr.en nbsolutcly necc.ssn..~J , shoulcl he e.ntrur~ted o.nly to 

"superior maeistrates , selected for that srecial pu~pose . " 

Stocko:n .... trom o,r~.reed deciclerly , "nhene the possibility 

etists . " Ar.ct he ~1deo : "th1.. t is on€' of the :principal 

reasons for my sw,geqtil1f.' t1~nt whenever cattlf' must be 

rett:.ken , it shonl(l be a one on the port of govo r.nment , 

unoer the comn~ne of B proper trustr;orthy officer, ~~d 

not l1y every pntrol that t":'Oes into Caf:f);mlancl • " 

This can sc~rc0l~ be saic to clari fy thA position 

nt flll. Questions 2371 nv~ P.7>7~ appear to hgvc reference 

to co~aitions ~rcvailing on the Northern Por~ers . 

2373 r::1ay rc.f~"'r to either the northern or the Eastern :f'ront-

ier. .An<l in Questior <:>.377 (all in the SD.Me sequence -

tho intr rve.ni.n t'; C'ttentions rrf0rr0el o:nly to :rnTtic ulars 

about the status n.nd t~'J>e of field-corl'1ets) Stocke !lstrom 

(195) 
( 196 ) 

Q , 2373 . 
Q. 2377. 

A.C. minn.ten p. 
A.a . T!linutes, p . 

249. 
249 . 
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is contemplo.t inr- the Enster.n front iP.r aw. the K~fir 

born ers . 

The nnswer to ~ 2377, of e aurse • c ol'1flrms the vim-.r 

thn.t it tm_s. patrols, a..nd not coMmnmos to ,-·Thich Stoc1renstro:r.J 

on the '\'lhole objected . Taken in juxtaposition to l ·hat 

precedes, however , t:r..is tems to 1c~.ve one l.'!ith the im­

:presRion tho. t, in gene rol, Stockenstro:r.t preferred c omrn.o.mlos 

under covernment authority to the usc of the bu.r~her force -

'!.'lhich, if applied to the I1o:r~hArn f--rontier , rm.f' :not the 

case. 

~nrt of the dif~iculty is, of cot~s~, t he very loose 

• .. ;my in ~fhich ~he terms conv'!l1'1-ndo , p"1tro1, com~n.flfl_o system 

~~d repriscl system reTe uso~. It is ouite Dossihle 

that, in the evi<"i ence , Stockenstr('m anCI. his (1.uesti on~.rs 

were sor.1et:i.t'les usi:rr: the Fw.me words :.for c1 if·:"'erent con-

ceptions , with the cOYJseoucnt l~ck of consistenc~r . It 

wov~d. be advis8.hlc, :pemo.:ps, to ai~tempt a statcMelTt of 

Stockenstror.1 's position, l>asf'd not only upon rd.s state­

ments in evidence ~nd in the documents of 1833 an~ 183~ , 

but upon his practice as Lnnidro~t ~na- Commissioner­

General, i n order to clear the matter up, 

On tho extem ive Bu.sr.Jnan frontier , •·rhere there VTD.S 

no military force ~vailablc , the onl~ m0~~s of def0nce 

1ms the "commando force" - th flt is to S1'1.Y, the 1mr"'"hEr 

force under its f'iela.-n orT~ets. 'l"'his force conlcl o.ct ns 

n er oup u.nderta'r"ine- A. lar";c-sr.ale :pu.ni ti ve commt:'!ld.o 

agair..st the Bushmen, or in smnll :patrols c~ap.cd in deal-

in::: vrith indivi<1ual de:pref.lntions "on the spoor . u In 

either case, the system of usin~~ the 1m.r[':hnr force 

bec t:~l"le knovrn ns the "co-:1I!lando s;.pstem. 11 In vier.r of ih e 

vast extent of tbc north~rn fro~tier, Stockenstron ~cce~ted 

the "cormm:tndo sys tern" o.n inevi tnbl e if c1.eprm1 '1.t ions were 
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to be checked, althou.,r"h he vm,s !3.VIare of the d.anp:er thfl.t 

the field-cornets n:nil httr~"hers, beinc; themselves the 

aee;riever! parties) m.in:ht abuEie t.he i r power * :But a large 

scslo "hv..rr:her c anm~U'l.dO, :: sent out against the scattered 

bands of Btmlll""!len by e;ovcrnment authority probv,bly st\me 

time after n s~ries of clepredations h~i! 1;een committedt 

had :prn.ctic ;.:J.l y no r.1e ans a.t ~,.11 of 1~net•rin~ \'thic h Bu.shme n 

had c ommi ttoc the c1 C':pr~d~tions . - fox Bu.sb.men usually 

conr:mmed the f?ltock they cn.ptured f'.s repidly n.s they 

coulcl . A ~ar,sncre of lar~e n~~bers of innocent Bushmen, 

especinlly uncler the le.qdership of a:n unscrupulous or 

cruel fielfl-cor.net would. thus h e inevitnl:1le. Therefore 

he :eo StocJ~e.nst.ro"'l irfini tcly r,referre·'l the burt7!1.e r :force 

to act in. ps,trolr::; w .. fl.er field.-c ornets, · n,oi:nt: out in 

immed.ir>..t<' pur "'lui t of a. epred.r1..tdlrs t so as to c~.tch them in 

the act ~net ptu:dsh only the p.:n:ll ty. This I."'as the chief 

re~son for his opposition to :Buurke ~ s system. on. the 

northern front ier _~ 

On the EnPtern :f':r.ontiP- r , St ocke nstrom vras e<_1U.'llly 

insistent on the neceAsity for i~~edi8te pursuit of rob· 

bers, in order to 0stablish beyond r. onbt vrhi ch v;as the 

GUilty party. Therefore he~ ; too, he a1··:provod. of havin{:: 
• 

ru'l. efficient and arnea burr;ller force ' cn.refu~l:; G"lfll'dlimg 

its :property s~n ready t o pt~sue an0 check rohbers at 

But on the Eo.st<' rn frontier s to the (! r.ngers Al -

roo.dy inher·ent i.l:'1 the ~ystem of puttillf;' power into the 

hands of field - cor.Pets an fl. ~'t1rr:hcrs l?Tho :mi:!:f'ht he ac tu':t ted 

by motives of' reve:n~e was s.dd<"d. the :fact that the Kaffirs 

themselves :possessed cattle . .A bur~her patrol , consist:i.:rg 

o:f agt~ieved £tn{l. pluno.ered fr ontiersmen, hnd. the rirht , 

under SoMerset ' s "patrol n.:no :reprisal system, n to indem­

nify itself by seizil'l.f' cattle from the first kraal to vrhim 
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the spoor 100.., !lf' the stolen cnttle nere r.ot d.iscovered 

there, This f::-"ct ,.,o1.lld ~Cl- d.id. , in Stockemtrom' s 

experience, prove too ere~t a temptation for some front-

iers:men to r0~ist. ThE'! f ac t thn t 'bur:~he:r. J)t::trti~s in the 

area VIhere there vrere military :posts h.D.il. t o act in con­

junction i'Ti th a <1 isci:pJ.ined mili tnry patrol consid.ernbly 

le8sened.. the first dnr.ger i.:. herent in the patrol system, 

but d.. id 11ot lecs(':n the sen ond, for frontic:rsmen could 

still deliberntely m~ke mis-state~ents of losaes to the 

officers, or be mistnJ··en in thin.ki.!.'l.p; tho :1r cn.ttle stolen. 

To this n1>atrol n.nd reprisal system," therefor0, StocJren-

strorl 1·m.r. firmly o:> ··oseri . Ho\1eve:r 11 provided th~t tre 
burehc rs 'knBvt there was no posfi bili ty of their beint-; n111e 

to -seize any 'K~ffir cattle , such a 1n.xr:~her "patrol 

system" for :p1xrsuit of robbers on the spoor v;ns permissible, 

as the l'ePt -..·,'aif~ of oheckifl {~ r obbe l''S in the act . Fgr 

goin~ into the Kaffir kr~"'..ls, houever , StocY.:enstrom :pre­

ferred. a. disciplinecl. military patrol to a 'hur~her :patrol . 

Stockenstrom realized thP :possibility that a chief o.:ml 

his whole 1:rn.al mi{,.ht 'heoomo [;Uilty of habit'll:'1.1 d.eJ.)re-

dations . Sue h a c ommurd ty was a danger to a ll rn rt i es , 

ano. shou~d. be m:-verely pu.r.lished u:r1d mr:tde to i ndemnify 

th8 colonists for their losf'lcs by hn.virtt,. its m:m. cattle 

seizcc1. The :rnmishment of such a ,o:roup, Stocl?::cnstrom 

maintai.r..ed , W'?I.S then let:i ttimate :protection of the colon­

ists , n.TI.d a "coMI!.lD...n<lo" shotllct r•e sent out to pw.ish the 

kra~ or lrrna.ls . Umer the supervision of government 

authorities, nfter the chief' hnrl been made a:vra.:re upon vrha t 

t~OUi:J.<ls his peo:plc 't'rore to be :pm,ishC'd. , Kafi'ir cattle could 

be seizecl and. distribu.ted to th0 colonists . Su.ch a 

fl'comma.nd.o" e·o.nsisted of' tho military force, nnd. the 

bu.reher force acting in conjnl).ction with it !1nd. under 

the orders of its officers . But even i n the case of such 
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a commando, the prospect of bejJp'~' indemnified from 

Ka:f'fir stock 'Mi~ht provr a tempt~.tion to some frontier 

farmers to raise false alarms . Stocke:nstrom maintained. 

t hat s cme of tb e front iP-rsmen were a ll too reooy to spre8.d 

frontier alarms - ~nd attem~t to create tho imprcs~ion th~ 

More often th-m not , incrcr:'.J=:ed 

de:prcdntions rrcre the crime of indi viC!. uol st:rac"eler s C!!Ilongst 

the Kaffirs, and. vrere encourn::ed by the carelessness of 

the fn.rmers. For false alarms, or the d.epredations of 

individut::tls , Stocka1strom insisted., it vms crimiXJ.nl to 

scn:1 a cocunando to punish a whole ~o~lL"'1ity . For this 

ranson, rather than bec~use of f'.ctunl o.buses which tooJ,.. 

place on such co "'lma..ndos , he ,·ms extremely cn.utious abont 

sn.nction.into; a coMmando on the Eo.cotern frontier , even one 

rUll on lines of which he coulcl a:nprove. .lt11.Cl. he :poin.ted 

out the eR:Pense, dn.n:,e r and inconvenience to the 'hurp:hers 

as a whole, nho were cn.llec1 out upon c o"''\mnnc.o . Only 

extreme neceF!si ty could therefore juRtify the cclli.ng out 

of o. col!lmP.ndo on the E::tste : n fron.tiP-r. For a commaroo 

not FJ o justii'ied wo.s simply·, to th0. few aba:nd onecl 

f'ronticrsmen t-rh..o hoped to derive benefit :f':r.om it, an easy , 

lucrative t rut most demoreliz i..lJ.r fonn of r otP.lin.tion , 

and to i;he mn..qs of well-disposed ffl_rrlers, o. source o:r 

claw,e r 'l.nfl aJ1noynnc0 • 

If this be to.1:cn as the pattern of Stoc~::cnf!tron's 

utti tude t 01:.ro.rds ~orni:'la.mos and J?atrols , the various 

statements Vlhich he 1!laf.! e on the subject will 'he found 

to fit quite co11sistently into their places . 

When , therefore, Stocke wtrom told. the Co?!lDli ttee 

that Enp;lishrnen "very often" served or eommn.ndo, anrl that 

the English scttl e:rs of Albany were liable t o b <? callOO. 

upon as well ns the Dutch. Boors, ann often were, he was 

surely implyint~ no slieht upon the men of Albary . 
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It is Olnte obvio~~ that Stockenstrom ' s evidence of 

19th AUooou.St 1835 applied to the re11risnl system or patrol 

system. But he did not dr~w the distinction in so many 

words until he eo.ve his ~.nswers on 1 Hare h 18'36 • 

God.lonton appears to have reen confu..9ed in his,.tnind when 

he read Stockenstrom' s amvrers to 1u~stions 1092 - 1094, 

and to have thou.,n:ht tho.t 'coMman:lo' and ' :pn.trol 9....1'lc1 

reprisal ' system were the samo thinr; . Hence , :presums.bly, 
(197 ) 

his v~ath on thP- subject of this point in tho evidence . 

Tho srune confuflion appef~rs to have prevailed in the 

minds of J .c. Chase and Cory, whose sympathies were with 

the Alba11y scttlt'rs in these 'charges ' brought ag8,inst 

them . For Cory quotes the · at ti tu!le of Graham.C3tovm 

to,·vnrds the Lieutenant- Governor on his arrival, ~ ct 
(19R) 

mnJ~es no comment on this mntter . And Chase 1 in a 
. . \ 199) 

note to his discussion of the Albany eitdTeF!s , s~s 

foot -

t~at "the settlers were expren81y exempted fr om serving 

on c ommanfl.os." · This, in fnct, is incorrec t . The 

p~trol system ns used. in Graaff-Reinet, whi~h wus n ot 

in ~uestion here - defi:n.itely did. not apJ:ll Y in the 

Albany district, where the milit ary hod. been used f<r 

tha.t purpose since 1813, thow~h it did i n the Ceded 

Territory. But the settlers were "expresnly exempted 

f\rom servinr; on c ocuna.ndos" o.nly for the first three yl"'\ars 
( BOl) 

after their resJ.)ectii.re arrivals . 

In s~y-lng th~. t English settlers were "very often" 

cnlled UI>On to serve on c O!m!ltl...nclo ~ S tocl~enstrom was very 

pos8ibly g ivinc; the information in good. fait'h . He hna. 

never been directly connected with the All'\ any ct istrict. 

(197 ) See ChRR I . 
(198 ) Cory: i~e of South Africa. III, 288 ~ 341 - 34~. 
(199) See Hist ory of th.P. Colon;,r of t he CB.J?e of Goocl 

Hope , :p . 338 . 
( 2001 Evideme of Sh aw. Q . 739. A c. minutes, p . 64 . 
( P-01) Bird to Pr in?,l e . 19 .10.~1 . ~heal : Records: XIV, 

144 . See also ref . to Somerset ts Alb ~y Levy i n 
Report of Coomissioners of Inouiry t o Bathurst on 
ali-dress of Fr i ncipal Settl ers i n the Alhany District . 
25 . 5 . 25. Theal : Rec ards: XXI , 322 - 324 . 
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nut, as lC'ader of the burgher forces, he \'Joul<l hn.vc been 

m;mre t hn t thE'.l l"e were a ftc n E.nglish..""l.en anon~ tfQ,em~ Gnd 

probably t'SS~1med th'"~t they hnd beer levied in thG. same 

way ss the Dutch fa!'f!!ers. 

settlers -r.:rere liable to c crnn:wn:lo servicl';, before 1835 

they were n:p:p".'rently officially levied. 01.1ly for th0 

co ;me,nfl o scmt out ly 4:hc r-over!lmcnt in 1828 to protect 
(20?) 

K~firs on the borders fran the Fetcani marauders. 

But is seems th<lt ED.f\lish. s cttl ors were often in t.he ha1'i t t 

contrnry to the ~cner~l custo~. of joirrin~ ccrmnndo~ sent 
( 20:?, ) 

out for defence - hence, :probably, ~toc"k:eY.!stl'or'l.' s answer. 

This, thf>n, i.e the evide11cc, the rrhole tenor af 

'l:ihich, Stockcnstrom' s o-p:pol'l.ents assertert, was absolutely 

foreign. to :myt hinf" that r.1i~;ht have -~:een e:x:pe~te·d_ from 

the man <tS the colony knew hi:rp . Even if this rrrre the 

case, one is, frEt.r.ik:ly, almost at a loss to 1:noP vr!1y the 

evidence should have been ree:a.Lded as so heinous. 

~cvertheless, it rms clo.imed. ~ so co:ntraf icto ry t o ~11 

tl..,o.t Stockenstrorn h !:Y'i :previously said. n.rd done rrere 

these stntenents, that the ex})ln:nation could only be 

that he h!ill. s u:lo enly, and for his own e :nels , a.e~ ide0 to 

desert the cause of his felloYJ-colm·lists a.r.rl cleave to 

that of Exeter Hall. God.lontr>n turn(·d chiefly to 

extrncts from Stockenstrom's ~a:pe rs as landdrost for 

(202) 13oyce: Introduction, :P · viii. 
( 203) , 'See evide roe of ilo.j or Dwdns . C: . 1:'.44. A. C. "'i..rm:tw.§. 

p . 140. "They never fomned. any :part of the com-
ma..rdoes that entered their coUJltry, never : those 
commnmoes ':'then mado were rtlways c anpos0r of the Dutch 
~n0 tt.o m4 l i+...,.,.,- 11..,,:) ,.,.,""'...., th"' C'··I"I'"'"'"'c~ T•· r..re n"· ·h·•cke,:) l,;:., • •.Lt " o.4 ,J (..wL (j ., \ ... .!J..l .~- LJ...:. .a. '-J <,...r.. ..i. ).,~, J ,:, 4 

" .. ., : ~.r... ... \.L J 

it is very true a c onsider'll)l e nUl'.lber of Enclishmen, 
young enterprisint: !!len, did brenJc t1~ou.rrh tho custom 
that is General there, ((i.e. it was from custom, not 
lm'! )) of not j~o~intn.':"' the cw.n,.,_ndoes, '1nd.Vl0l'lt to assist 
in their defence; the E:nclish settlers i'Tere ?JOt 
generally ca:p~.:rle of' entering' u:pon the d.ti ties of co!"lna.rdo ­
they we:re not arr.1ed, they hacl but f'ew hol·ses; ••• " 
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proof of his assertions. But o. study of Stockenstrom's 

:pa:pers a~ Lnnld.rost a-.r.d as Ooromis.sioner-Genern.l, t ot?;ether 

'dth his eyidence in 1835, revenls that certain funda­

mental -pri nciples unclerla.y his policy 2ni vie,·:s through ... 

out these yc._ rs . His c:ttitu(le towards thr> frontier 

re:pri:::al system noes seem to 'h ·~c chn.rr:-G~ in 1B~9 . nut 

the cmJlCe was a. nat urnl resill t of his pr~cticQl OXl)er ... 

icnce of Eastern frontier ca..""!d.itions us contr ::-.stod with 

those to YThich he had 1~ een accustor!C<' oX! the r.orthcrl'l 

:frontier. And he cannot 'he S'lid. in this connection 

mat-erially to have contr.,o.icter. 1-tis previous st:'..tements. 

(iv ) 

___ o __ _ 

Stockenstrom's ~1ans for the Frontier: 
:ne:r ore and After 183 5. 

Havine r.)ec a:'l(' :f'ully m·mre of '''hat he ref,'r...rc1 ec an 

inherent rreaknesse8 in the \ rh.ole i'ront j.er polic :'-T t StocJo:en­

strom a.s Comnissioner-Genoro.l deve1o!)ed a systen dcsiened 

to obviate th:) a"bu.ses · hich he believed to be the l'w.rrier 

IT..is :pl ~.n ·rar:; based upon the 

knov-Tlrd~e of fr ant ier affnirs wh..ic h his lo:n ~ cYperienee 

as Lar.d;lrost gnY" [15.7'1 , worked out as nn answer to the 

pr~ctic 1 probl(:!!ls whinh con:frontcd him after the ex­

pulsion of Yucomo in 1829 , ~~a crystallized in the 

Sui~'~estions of tne Co""Tlissioner-Genera.l in September 

1829 . 

The corollary· to Stockcmtrom's critic?.l P.tt:itude 

to;vurds the patrol md reprisal system ~s :pr~.ctiser on 

the Kaffi:r frontier v1c.s a new sympathy vd th the :point of 

viet! of the native chiefs. IIe had long re~izcd t of 

course , that Kaffir society , unlike Bushmr-tn s oo iety ; ~vas 
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so constituted that the ~hiefs coulcl be held r esnonsible 
.. ( 204 ) 

:for the acts of ind.ivid.ual mem'hers of' their tribes . 

But of the extent to 1fhich the ac tive co-o:pe!'Sl.tion of tre 

chiefs in the pl"cvention of depredations mi.-<:.ht be en­

listed. he o11ly becrune awa.re d1..u·inp, the mont'ltJ.s he spent 

o1;. the frontier t:.fter tho expW.sion of 1'~.komo . The 

:oersonp..J. interviews ""Ti th the Vf'..rious native chiefs~ 

convinced hin or their desire to remein on pe~ce~ble 

te1ns with the colo~'~Y' ~ t:1..ncl of the sincerity of their 
( 20 5 ) 

:r>r anises to co-o:pera:lic in d isco .. ~eriY'£" :plunaerer8 . 

Stockens·~ron fonnd th~. t the chiefs expressn.f! themselves 

vrillinr'7 , o..nd even eager, to see convicteo plunderers 

E'leverel~t punished und.or colonial la\~', in order to :pre­

vc nt ·the i:r returninrr to cause havoc o,mon[! their ov1n 

peo~lo or brine, further displeasure on the part of the 

colonial government upon their tribes. Hith Stooken-

~tram , nnparently, the chiefs deplored a "mistaken 
\ 20 6 ) . 

lenity." 

Vlri tine t o Cole on 11 September 1829 , St oo"V-o:ns trom 
( ~07) 

sumt.lnrized the position on th~ :tr ontier in fr'milio..r te:rms. 

Depred.n.tions • :Lror.1 vThich t he front icr· h~i rever been 

ont irely frco, hal admi ttealy increased. , he fl~id. The 

cause of this was the recent d.ron.ght • which hrul pressed 

equally hard upon colonists nnd Kaffirs, ~na had driven 

ronny of the latter to desperation . Their inr cad'S were 

rendered su~cersful nnrincipallr by the c~elessneRs of 

( 204 ) His nctinr; a:::: intor:pr.etcr nt the into rvim~rs of 
both Somerset o..n.cl Dtm.'lcill. with the Ka.ffir chiefs \'Tould 
have Sl~~estcd this, of course . See also Stockcnstrom 
to Co:nmi osioners of lnguiry , 9.8,2f, . Auto. I, 231; 
ann. Stocke.nstrom to l '1'1sl:et 7 .4 . ;?.7, C .o. 2694, '':here 
the above i s qu.oted : "The Caffers may be called a natio n ; 
so much of social order exists a!"lort{!st them; so much 
authority n.ml subordination that the Community Can be 
hel0_ responsible for the ~cts of its menherss ---r'S'ntis­
fn.ction ' ~ therei'ore be ctemo.:nlefl from the chiefs ani 
in case of refusa l wo.r co.n b~ made u:pon the nation 
justly." He go ('Is on to cont:rnst Bushmv.n s o~ if'ty . 

( ~05) Stockenstrom to Bell , 26 . 6 . ~9 , O.o. 367; nPA to 
Cole, 11 . 9 . 29 , C.o. 367 . 

( 206 ) Stocl""C'.nstrom to Cole, 11 . 9 . ?9 . C. o . 357 . 
( 207) I bid. 
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the Farmers and their hems , " And charncterlfjticnlly , 

Stockcnstrom mndo no attempt to ide~lize the attitude 

of the chiefs . 

Some of the chiefs , he admitted , did participate 

in the booty when they could do so tv1 thout i'e~.r of de­

t e ction, but dared not o:pe:nly countcmnce acts of aggres­

sion, o.nd knew it to be their interest , and.~were there­
( ~0 8 ) 

fore anxious to keep on c oed terms rJi th the c olo.ny. 

This o.tti tud.e on the p "!l't of the chiefs • l'YKl their 

expres~ed rnadiness to assist i n deliverin~ up plunder­

ers, ;Jtockenstrom urp:ed , shoulcl re en.courar;ed . 

:Pl underers capt;.Jred in the colony shoul d be strictly 
( 209 ) 

Cl.en.l t w· ith • 

On the other hn.nd., Stocke ns tr om was very s tr o:ngly 

o:pToSecl to tho rlrrtstic meru:-tu-e of a. r~enersl c ommanlo 

acninst a~ of the tribes . He had f oreseen the con-

t inunnce of petty depr0ci~tions even after the e:xpuls ion 
0~10 ) . 

of MacoYno . But he insisted repeatedly that , in fue 

n.bse me of nny evidence of c onccrted notion or O);le:n 

connivance at dep~eclation on the :part of the chipfs , 

these vmr c not of n nntur~ to justify u cor1manlo • 

llvrn.ys wary of frontier a l arms , Stoe1:enstron v1e.s novr 
(Bll ) 

more scertienl t~an ever . Indeed, despite rapeate~ 

represcntn.tionn :rr001 Somerset <tnc1 the Civil Cornnissione:r 

of Albany on the nec·d f·or drastic action , Stoo1cc.nstrom 

only once Po.nctionea n c O'nL'lft..r'l.do into K'l.ffirlanl . This 

1:..rn.s the notorious c o:"'ll!l.anclo of Jum 1830 , "~:rhich he :per­

nitted only nfter lone hesit'ltion. , f\nd. then chiefly 

( 208 ) See also Sto~J~enstro-:n to Cibie, 26 . 6.29, C. o . 367. 
"th8 :present Dio:Posi tion of our bro.-ba.rous nnir~hbou.rs • • • 
is onl~'~' the r cnllt of fear a.r:d necc'3sity," but they 
\'roulcl soon realize that it YTns to their q,dvn.nta .. ~e to 
m:1int~.in friona l y r0l n.t ions , .. i th t.ne c olon~r . 

( ~09) See Stockenstrom to Bell, 25 . 6 . P9, C. o . 367; and 
lntor , Stockcnstrom to Bell , 11 .1 . 30, C. o . 373 . 

( 210) See c oncludinG paracraph of Stockenstron to Cole, 
6 . 2 . 29. 

( 211 ) Stoclr0nstrom to Cole . 5 . 9.29 . C. o . 367; 11 . 9 . 29 . 
c . o . 367 . 
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beoa.use Somerset re:ported. the chiefs as having dis:Played 
( 212 ) . 

~l a.efiant atti tud.c . In the :periods of alarm iu 1829, 
(213 ) 

early 1830, an.d. 1831 , he refused to allow c omma.ndos, 
( 214) 

a:na. the co1'1mo.na.o of July 1 831 acted without his sanction • 

. Stocke:nstrom plooed his full reliance for the event­

u..c:tl trmQ:rdlity of the frontiEr u:pon the pl!ln of a a1 oRe 

settlement o f the Ceded. Territorj.r, the :prevent ion of 

rc-:prisals of Knffir cf.'l.ttle n.nd a c'"~reful chec1:: on tre 
( ~15 ) 

:proceedings of all patrols . When he left the outlying 

frontier in June 1829• he was optiMistic about the ~ture . 

The system he hoo imposed S(-)eMed to 'be h~xvL"l{'" its effect 

u;pon the ff:'.mers . The Kat River SettlE'mell'f:i w~s v1ell 

tmcl.er weigh. And. as soon OJ1 the mili t~ry posts wore 

est~.blh1hect n.:rrl the territory settled , he was confident 

that f.l very sma.ll force i'H>uld keep the c ou.nt-ry perfectly 

c.n iet, a.YJ.a_ the vJf.".._Y VIOLtla. he OJ?en for f'ri~no.ly corr.mercial 
( 216 ) 

relat:i ons with the Ka:ffirs . Ovlil\~ to the (l._i_fficu1ty 

of movi1'lc~ the troops d.urm~ the v.rinter, Stockemtrom's 

pln:n.s wPre de1aye<1 , vY;ich ace oun tecl for the :pe- iod of 

a~<"'.Xm :i.n the middle o:f 1829. But he insisted on n polio~ 

of markillf,' time $ and c onstn.:nt vigilP.l1oe ag1-inst deJ?rcfl ­

ations v!ithout resortinr- t o a, ccr.unn.nlo , wtil th(' sprin{; , 
( 217 ) 

·when the settlement of the terri tor-y could be eom:pletefl . 

Stockenstrom 's oripinal plan \'ill~ on no (lvucount to 

aJ.low the Kaf'firs to enter e,nd settle in the Ceded 

Territory; and to prevent this by Means of militnr.y 
( 218 ) 

:posts anrt e. close s ettl eraent of Hotte ntotA and Euro:pea..11s. 

But dur :ix4~ his te.Dcs \'Ti th the chiefs and captains -

Enno , Botman, Tyal i, Tishl e 8nd Machonne - in September 

(21~ ) Sdlec1ceYJ..strom to Bell, 17 . 5 .30. A. C. !!!inute.f>, :p.l07. 
{ 213) Stockcnstrom to Bell 5 . 9 . f?-9 . C . o . 3(17 '1.l1d 11 . 9 . 29. 

C . o . 3S7 ; Stockenstrom to Bell 12 , 5 . 30 . A .c . "n 1.nntea, 
p . 105 . 

( 214) Stocken~tran to I~ell , 14 . 7 .31 . A.C , minu.tos .. p . llO . 
( 215 ) Vide supra. p :p . 114 +-t-. 
( 216 ) Stocken8trom to Bell . 26 . 6 . 29 . C. o . 367. 
( 217 ) Stocke.nstrom to Col e , 5 . 9 . "9 . C. o . 367 . 

(218 ) Stockenstrom to Bell. 2~ . 11 . 28 . · C. o . 336 
Stockens trom to Co1e. 6 . 2 . P9. C . o . 367 . 
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18~9, they pleaded to be allowed to remain tvher~ they 

were, pointinc out that there was neither room nor food 

for them beyond the KeiskammaJ am th<J.t all their peo:ple 

must perforce become :plunderers, if they were driven back. 

The chiefs s'll{!gested. that, if they w·ere o~lor.red to remain 

under tho :protection of the colonial arms, they c o1.:t.ld. 

act v.s e.u.xiliaries in chec1cing inroads nna interce:ptine: 

pl u.r:de rers. "If this :plru1 could. re broup;ht to bear," 

wrote Stocken~tromt "the a.Clvrl_Y.Jtn.~es s..re obvious am the 
( ?.19 ) 

very precarious e.lterna.tive of ex:vulsi.on wou.lo. 'be avoid.en . 

Accordingly, in his Suc:er-sf;j_ol'ls , on 28 Senternb~.., 
{2:?.0) 

1829, Stockenstrom :pointed. out tbe ine::-r::ped ie:ooy o:f 

drivin,e: reyond. the fro.ntier those kraals which still 

occupied a part of the Cede0 Territor.y . The territory 

from whicl1 Mac omo had been expelletl wa.e:J on no account to 

be reoccupied. l1y Kaffirs, and Stoc1{onstrom recommend.ed 

the extension of the Hottentot locatior:s rie:ht u:p to the 

hip,hest sources of t...h.e Kat . This i'las cons is to nt \ri t h 

the vievr he had t:'J.ways helCl. of the d aJ:V?'er of nllovii.nr: 
( :?.21) 

Knf'f ir settlements i.n this area. He consitlered that 

the other t~oups 1.••i thin the Ceded. Te""ritorJr m.ir:ht 'l)e 

libe rn.lly cleal t t'rith . But on one :poir.t Stoc]ren~trom 

vras very firn : no pr.xt of the Terri tory was to 'he 

entirely ceaed to Dl1Y :party of Ka.ffirs wh.:.'1.tever .. The 

Kaff'irs 1:1ere to be maCI.e to unfl.erst~d. very cle'1rly -that 

n.ny occupation nf the Ceded. Territory by o.l'l.y :party of 

Kaff'irs could. only be tolere.ted es lon1?; a.s t1") eir conduct 

The title of tre Colonia l 

Govcr!lnet'lt to the Terri tory nust renain tmdis:puted., he 

insisted, ror should any other bound'lr~r rct1.1oe11 the 

Colon,).- en-~ K0 .ffir1r.r.ntl, except that n.t~reed on in 1819 nnd 

(219) Stockenstrom to Cole. 11 . 9.29 . C. o. 3G7. 
( 220 ) ,Suggestion~ of the C9mro~ssiong r'£G~ne~·tl ~8 . 9 . ~9. 

A.C. minutes, :p . 211 ff. 
( 221) Vine .supra p:p . ll4Ff. for discussion of Stoc'l{enstl:'~. 

to Bird. 21.11.23 . C .o . 2649. 
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1820, pe acknowled~ed . 

On th•1t basis, a.rr1 on that bos is alone, :E-ato t Kama 

and Conga mirht be oJ.lowed to remaln in their part of 

t..h.e Cecled TerritorY, f:l.s a rmvard for the vra:r in V!hich 

they had co-ppel'ated in c hcckinr: de:preC1 nt ions . Enno, 

Botmlll'l P..n1 the Kaf.firs on t~he lia.l'lknzana mi0ht be nllowed 

to rer·1ain i n thc:ir locations n.s u favour . Tut they 

should l'le mn.u e to understand th."t t the c ompln.i.nte of 

depl'edations c oruni tted by them , nnd the snsr>icion that 

the chiefs had c onnived r .. t -t;hese, 'l'!ou.ln h~ve justifi ed 

theil' ifrlJ!'lea.ie.te expulsion. It Wfl..S only l'l.ck of su:f-

ficient :proof of the chiefs" connivance, nn(l their recent 

exertionn to recoYer stolen cattle , that c.lisposod tre 

guvernment to try J.e11iont measure<" . All the Knffirs 

who \'~e re allor1ed. to settl e in the Ccfled Territory were 

t o be subject t~ertain defini te restrictions nnd con­

ditions . 

These PXC sicnificant . The chiefs in the Cedeo 

Terri tory were- to be eJrpec te0 to {"ive every nssistm co 

to parties i.n pursuit of ~to l en C!lttle, vrh.oR e spoor vms 

t-raced. throU{"h. their kraals, If they discovered parties 

of J!lUnd.erers J)n~sint': thron;:"h their terri t orie8 , thEW 

werC' bound to d.elmver them u:p , ~·r i th the plu,·dercd {"OO<ls , 

to the nearest mil i tajry post, accorrpanicd by t.he necel=l~o.ry 

v.'i tnesseF: , Likeviise, i f n<1..tive wi tncsses were req_uirei1 

by the authorities for the proof of thA cuilt of r l w..der­

ers, the chiefs i'lere to enforce their aT>:pe·.rame . 

l'lund.erers thus convj.cteft shouJ.a. be so.ntel'l..ce<1 to hn.rd 

labour for lonr- pBr1ods . (Stocken.strom su.~~e~ted that 

·bhcy cmlid br usefully employe0 on the roadc .) CriMi nals 

of a. di:ff'crent l'1at1..1re , such o.s !!lurdel'ers, incend.inrics , 

or housebreakc r s , \'Jere t o be del ivered u:p am convicted 

in the srune manner . A.nd if any Kaffir krral ''rerr' in. 
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a...l'ly t'ay d istu.rbed or thrcr!.tene·., i::n c onscq u~:nco of ito 

as~istin~ to check depredations, it should be prot~oted 

by govern"!le nt . l'o.rt ics :r.r om the colony , und.er an author-

ized officer in se3.rch of' Atolen c-::ttle, r."ere to 11e 

nllo1·;cd free n..ccss to the kraft.ls, :1.m mir·ht usc violence 

But OJ:1 Y'O t:.CCo,mt 
•t 

vrere Kaffir cnttlc to rc ":iYcn or tr:Jmn i.l'1 lie-". of tho 

cattle stolen. · Shd11l d. K:."lf:fir cat tle l•c t:J.ken, co;1trn:r~y 

to or(i crs, or an:·· o-th·" . ar:r:resrdors 1"e c CY"lmi·btod 'by 

post,. \'Thence it should be f'ortr.n..:rdefl. to the pro:oer t"'ll r~,.·~;c~r, 

r1ay to a.snist in (1.e~rer1 .. ':l.t:l0Y\S , or i;o olH:diruct pa~"t ies 

searchi11r·· for stolen c~\ttl(-l , or so f'rtr to have lor:t i11 ... 

fluen.cc v: ith the 1:r :peo:nlc '1.9 to 1H~ m1f.\.blc t o ch0cJ'~ their 

{teprcda:tio~~G , they r.n·1 ".:;1-le ir TIO"T.:l·-:: \JOl.l.l ·q lr: ...... cci:··tc·l~t 1·c 

cxp(\11od froil'. the C0c ei~ Te:rri ·tory . 

The l:o\lll(l~ier of the t.l"?rritor:r r:h~.ch c·"'ch ~t'on::p 

f!...YJd po int('a out . 

Those who r,...ceivor1 J!Cl'rlissio:n to c!'os r:-1 t:he ir r)ou::nf.l.·U"y 

uorn to r. o 01., ·f.;hc d:i.roct hi":'h ro~i1 ntrrdpht to t1.1cir 

S:Pcci~Piea. (lc;!ltin~tion or ·"o u11crcver thoy Yrc·"'r~ emrloyE'hi. 

it\ servioo n.cl3oritin;: to lflxr . 

l'l.n r.. vng:r-ant or :fir ea. U:9Dl:l if ho fl1.0 !10t aurrencte1: . 

A..r:d n.ny Krf.fir .1.ttAtrnt1n·~ to pl1mcle.r. o:r ~O"'l.mit. 'U:W 

oth:-'1' v:i.olol'H~e !Or!JJl , ( Ghot. 
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It is important to :notice that StooJremtron d isti:n­

gL'lished botvreen the Chiefs in the Ge-"! ed To:rr:l.tor;y D.m 

those in Kaffirln.nl . The latte:r:, he said, shou..lcl also 

have it explaineC. to t:1cm that nlu.nderers t:otl.lu invariably 

be followed., nnel. thnt they rroulc1 be ex-;·ectcd to assist 

i.n tracin.g t~om .:ln the s'1.me mnnner as was required f'rom 

the chiefs within the Ceded Territcry. If they did not 

clo so, they woulrl be re ·ard.co ns Ol'!C01.11'~in- the t1e:prccl­

utions and vm,lltl aceorc.ir.Jt~ly :jc tre~toa 1'\S etlofilies . A 

c o~mn1:1..d.o 1:~on.lc1 he sent a.::,aiJ""C:t them , i:he ir oatt::!.o t"·1-:en 

i!l orcler to iJ,demni:fy the sufferers in tho colony, rud 

every resistance :punished t·•ith sovcri ty. 

Stoc~:enstron -r:;rent on to s uggcst com-plene.nto.ry ret~..l­

~'ltions for tb c colonists on locn.t:i o.ns in the Ce("1 ed 

Terri tory. \lherover the country ".'Tould ~W.low. it shorl.J.d 

be d ividcd u.p into f!~;w,ll :portions of' t1-:o to three mor{?;en 

enoh . A:pplica:nts Rhould ~e _"',l'o.nten lnm n.t the rate 

of ol'J.c such :plot for ef.l.ch man caJ>:1.ble of l1earing arms , 

whon. the applicant would have to und.ertake to Jree:P per-

manently anc \'Toll ~eel. upon tho lP..Y.!l!. . For ~very 750 

rorgo11 of gr~z ~{" lo.n~l r·ro.:rted., there shonlc1. n.lr:o l'·c one 

ar::1ed. nm. Stoclccnstrcn ulso recnmnel"~nefl the ostn.blish­

rnent of s. vill:J{';e o.n the K~t Rivf'r, 1'Tith. a mini:ste.r 

o.nd. :ma~i:::Jtrnte; and ~inil 'U' vUl neos ncn.r t.h e nili tary 

ro!=ltA r!.nCl i!'! otho r f! ui t e..bl c loc. lit ief.'l in ord.er to 01)­

t ain the desired 0l1ject Df a aenAe flnttl~"""lCnt il'l tho 

vicinity of tho Knffirs . The arr!lecl men vrerr; to be 

:prona.rcd to turn out <J.S n hurrh('r conmrnrto or :p~:.trol , 

or t:o co-o:pemte 11ith t.he military force, :-tnd the grants 

of land. vrcrc to be revoc":l.blc ifl case of non- e O!!lJ)liance. 

The necessary bur;:-her officars w·ere to nc a'!.)pointod, n.nd 

they \7cre to see thnt the 1m.rrhe:r force 'l.'Tas 'l.l::ept effect­

ive . l?o.rties cntcrinr, Kaffi:r•lana were to be c onductPd 
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under their directions , n.c<.~ord.inP. to ret~nlf-1-tions to be 

f:r!ll!l.e<l by the Corunission.cr- Genera.l, exce}'Jt y•hcn the 
/ 

bur~hcr farce ncted unner a nilitary officer . Only in 

ct:tSM! of' actual and stdden invasion, cmJ.ld the commsr!C''"a11t 

or OJ:1Y militnr~,. officer C'lll out the am~ 1n.tri!hnrs . 

:;,- ormnlly, they were to be rrouiaitionec1 'by ..Lhe c ro..missioncr­

Gcncral., or Civ n · Go-'11!!1cs1o.!'lrrr , oT tt.cdr o~·:11 of:fice rs. 

lfo cattl e tn't:'on from the K-"'.1fir"l trere to be returned to 

the- claimant tz.nt.il the offico1~ e cnmnnd.in;. the pnrty hfl.d 

s1.1tisfied himnelf, by ntmstlonin~ ·tr o hen'ts , other 

servwts or i-"i t.neGscs, th f'..t those t-rcrc tho cn.ttlo actually 

lost . .1.11 cnses of d ·ispute or clon1Jt were to hn T€·fer:ror.. 

to the Civil Co~mi~sioncr . .A .. -;~. Kn:fflr cattle i'Tere 1mder 

l1:1C r. ee n e i ve n • I.nd ivid u~ls on the spoor of' 1o st cat 1·le 

could ~:pply to the chiefn, 1'ut ,:rr:"c not :pe rr::i tter" to use 

n..n..v violence or tl, rcat8 . And MY C"ttle recovered h:r 

n.fl incli Yid.ual l'Tonld. first hrve to r. c delivcro0 to his 

Field- cornet to \!l".OGe eatisfnctio:n he '."O,,lrl h·:tve to 

p :rove ormer ship • 

Stoc'kenst:rom wr.:-- as ~nxiou~ to prove nt n.ncles iroJ1le 

chnrncterf3 f:ron enteriflt"~ the native tcr-r·itoric8 frot'l 

the Colol1y c..s he '~:ran to chr>ck VR~o.nts i11 the Colony . 

Hi A suspicions r: f' J)r ivnte trnr1 e:rs who '\'Tent into no.ti vc 

terri torier=t ,.,ere of lonr.: sto.nd.i11{'', ffi"d n~1 Commissioner-

General he still re«enmended t~at tran e ~ith the n~tives 

should. take place oX~ly at rel~ul <"l.I' fai:r8 . nut he reco:1-

ncn:leo. th,.,+. th..ese shou.J.d. be held frecn~ntly, i:n ord.er to 

emonrag(_e corrmercc betvrC'e.n the Colony o.m the n!'.tive 
222 ) 

tribes . 

I n short , vrhateveT his ori-<~irlal plnn for the Ceded. 

Torrito~J Tr!I),y have l~ee:n, by the end of 1W"0 Sto01':e.nstron 
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envisileed. a policy uhioh, by oa.pi tnliz inr' th<"' ea.§':erness 

of the c!-" iefs rri thin the Ceder'~ Terri tory to maintHJ n 

friendly relations with the Coloni(ll Gov0rnmr·nt r--nd. 

retain their 1 and, i'.'ot:ln. nnliDt "their co- o:oera tion in 

the {1efcn~c of the frontier. The " ense :po-pul at io:n. , he 

conf! ide red essenti~l fo:- tre Ceded Terri to:r;r, \'Tt:t<' to 

consist of Colonists - Hottentot n.rH1 Euro:pc~n - on the 

one ha.l'ld, ~.!'lo K ffirs o~ the other, Of"l.Ch ~ou:p with its 

ow n cle~rli-'" <le-J:'ined a:eea.s of settlement. For each 

grou:p tho Colonial Governnent rcscrvcc1 the rir,ht to 1~ 

tory those uho infrin~ed the re{:ul fltionct . In the cose 

of the Colonists, individ.Uf'..l~ vro·~la. he expellee for non.-

com:plia..nce. In the case o :f the Knffi:rr, the chl.0~s ·rere 
in ~h.o. r 

~ o be held rc~:P011siblc for the oo-m!lur.ity, ~ co:n:nivtl.nce 

at the in.fringenent o f the regulations on their :part 

troulrt l ead to tm ex:r;ttlsio:n of the vrh.olo ~onunu.nity. 

~~he J)U.YlishMen .. c of all i.ndividml offenlers vias in the 

hnnds of the Uolonial Govc rnment . .!\.net, ru. thou."h too 
m1.tJ:Jxrity of the Kaffi'r chiefs 1n their own are~s ~·,as 

recoc~nized, all inhabi tan tn of the Ceded 2.'erri tory vr~·NJ 

bound t o recor.,j.ze the un.itisputed ri.('f'ht of the Colonifll 

Govenrment to t.l'te whol e area rir.ht up to the 11mll1d!lr~r 

of 1819. 

To this last ·point :;)t ookenntrom ao_hered. very firmly . 

At t 11e end of 1832, the chiefA I'A.to, KnMa and Col'lt";a 

applied for :permission to purchase the coUl1try betrrepn 

the ~'ish f'.~1e Keiskr.-run-:--. t•iyers, o.n the strel'l:?'th o:f n.n 

understand.inr between Lorc1 Ch '7rles Somerset ':n(t them-

solves. O:f this Stoe1-emtron evidently 1;ras 'ttn8).'Tare , 

He advised the GovP:rnor that the clnills of the chiefs 

would. hn.vo to be carefully i.nve'"'ti1q;n.ted . If it cottld 

he sho·wn that the clil.im vrns valicl, r.t:ril. th~tt the chie:rs 

had n.c h ered. to their part of the s..~·rcement , the redem:pt~lon 
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of the :plt>dr,c of th(" Colonial Gover.r:rrte:nt he c an11i':lered. 

unn.voia.n'ble. But eve:n then , he s'?D..vc it as his de~ided 

opinion th'lt no p[1.rt of t.he Cecl0d Terri tory owm t in be 

incorporated rrithKnffirlrtncl or "en·tirely r>cd.ef. to any 

party of Caffer.s as Caf.fers." l f the oe~sion had to 

take pl!:co , "the Ca.ffers must be :mn<.le amenable to 01.1r 

lnws u.nrle'l" cortain n~dific[Jtiol!s," a1:1 he had formerl y 
( 223) 

reco!"lmenc1 ed. , 

Since the q1~8tion of any ~JrthcT incorporation of 

Kaffir tribes beyond the 181 9 bound~ry did not nri~e at 

all nt this timo, StocJ~cns tram of c oursc mme no referen<"e 

to it . Tiut it se~ms clc~r that he rep~I~od the tribes 

beyon<l t.he Keiska.mrna ns d iotinct from tl1o:J e i:ncorporn. ted 

in the Ceder~ Territory nm e.s nui to inde:penlen.t. There 

is no indicn.ti(')n th o.t he ever co11templ nted inc orporn.tine 

ther1 . 

The c1er.;rre to t-thich he wn.s prepareCI. to nckno't'tled.r:e 

the independence tUJ(I sovereignty of the chiefs be~··ond 

the Coloni~~ boundatics is sug~ested by Stockenstrom' s 

nolicy to-·Ta.rds the Griqu..~s . While h0 ~cknowled.gor1 thnt, 

strictly spcP...kir:e, the Gricruas had no more :rir·ht than 

the :b..\l.Tope"W colonists to the Bushman country r orth of 

the border, he bolieveo thn.t, ':!hero t'-'ley did. settle am 

est"'..blish themsr-'lvos , they shoulcl i,c loft undistu.rbefl . 

It w~.s , he considerod, the lest men..ns of IJrevo l"lt inr~ their 

l1einr·· a vur.nbond neir:hbour, d~:r\'"';erous to colonists 
( 2P.4 ) 

nra. J~uslm.on o like • And Stoc l':e l'!Strom n.~ cordi Y.lf';ly vmrnod 

the enigr11rt ft?. rrt£~rs th'"t t nny one molestiYI~ ~:he Gr iou.as 

or encroaching on the i:r t~ul ti va. ted 1 and s would. he ordered 

lmck into tm colo ~y ry the Field-c ornetc . In the event 

( 223 ) Stoch:m .- trom to Bell . 7 .12.32 . C.o. 40~. 
( 2~4 ) Rena.r1m of. the Co:nmiss ioner- Gn.neral on Philip' s 
Return o:t i.Hflrdons. 3 1. 12 . :, o . c. o . 373 
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of non-compliance the off'erder sra..o1.1ln. "no left to the 

na.tiY<.~ Chicd'~ to 1)6' C:.e,.~lt r·:lth accordinp to the l nVTs 

f't!!d customs existing ar.a.Ol1t.~t thorn," a.ro the Go\>c r:nT'1e11t 
( 8~5 ) 

\'!01,~0 net il,te :ct'c>re on his bP.hnlf ~ 

The ::orthC'r.n f:r.ont i 0:r presented n. complmr pro b leT'! , 

StocJ:cnstrom, as h9i3 been :r;ointe(l_ out, re'"!.J izea. that 

necePsi ty ctr ovo the f9.4.--r:er~ :period~cP.lly to migrn.te 

:prn.ctioally inevitable. But he vms fully u;.rare of the 

i!.D.l1{SC:t' tho.t the fronti rJrsmem, rel"loveCI from the restrnints 

of lo.w nnc1 goYcrnroe!!t , m.it~ht ne!1in be guilty of ~~:~c·s-

sions a:~a.i:rw the nu.~hncrt . .\1:-;Cl. it lc-.y heavily on his 

c once :lence that th~ ~!orthvrf:W.'d rnover1o:nt ""!t1.l1 c. mo\'"f'MOl~t 

into nushTI~n country. 

fold solution. The Bm-:h.men shou~o. h~vc trt'1cts of le.lrl 

:reserved for them nnl shoulr 11e provided v:i th stock rm.d. 

cr:cour~.;~ca.. to settle ·to c. p '1St orf'.l nr.ct r:.r'T icul~l-
( 2.26 ) ~-

nod.e of lifo . ltir;sionaries s houlCl. v.ror?c runonr':st them , 

first to iraprovc tl,nir stAndnro. of livir.tr:, n1~thcn to 

LY!.trcxtree Chri::Jtian J)rinciples into their s ociety . And 

the co-o:pe rnt ion of both 8o1onists ~na Gr irm~s sJ'lould 

be e.nlis-t,cd to protect tJ,en , Stoc1o:enstrorn. ' ~· n.ttem:!)t , 

in 1827, to :put sue h o 1>1 ::m into :practice wn.s a con-

S])iCUO'll.S f'n.llure • The fn.nl t, ho1•re .. -er, lD~·, <1-:p:po:rontly, 

rrith 11ci JGhcr :Bu:shmell .nor Colo.nioto, but ''Ti th thP- Gri<'!.U..'1S 

and. Corc.nnao w'ho :9lti.."lC.cred aJ1d robbed the unfortunate 

(~~·5) St0c'lccnstrom to Bell. ~<:; . ~.~9. c.o. 357. 
( 226 ) I n his d1r.cussion of Stockenstrom's ComMisrdoner­

!kneralshipf J.D . Pit.,f'.n G'l.yc: "Stoc1~E':n"'trom Yras n.live t o 
the land 11roblem ••• Did. he realize that native lru::ds 
cauld be protected o1tly by r,~r~du~l ' incorporation' of 
the Bantu in the Colony ar.it the sctti:nr; asicle of res erw s 
·within t11P bonnclaries? This i s a (.!UeFJtio~ v.rJrlcl\. (! 
ca.nnot solve .n But, if Stockenstrom's poliey t ow·:rds 
the othentisc l o..ndless .ntttives he allowed to settle in 
the Ceded Terri tory he e onsiderod. i ·n conjunct ion \'.1'1 th the 
Bushman :polic:r, it seems thflt he did realize this point -
e.lt hough he would. not have exten:lod. i t to incluc:le all 
the Bantu lands . Pit-man !='·"' · 
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:Bushmen nithout mercy , until Stockenstrom ,·ms f orced. 
- I 

to acknowled.~e th!:'.t nt t hat timo he had. 'been far too 

optimistic. The Gov0r.11...r.1e.rt, he sn.id in 1830, would 

h""\re to tnJce more decisive sters than hefore to prot~ct 

the Bushmen agajnst attack; but Fhilir- 's s~pcstion of 

t nki nr, the GT.iqu~s under colnmal :protection , unless by 

this in1or~oration vrere ii!I.Jlliert, vr oulcl only create 
\ 227 ) 

co.!:1ftl.I~ion. 

StockE>..nstrom 's pJan for the colonists '!.'TaD m ver put 

to the test, for it \,as nt no time a.cce]?tnbl ~ t o the 

government . He u ould h 'lVe nllov.red the mi c;ration o f the 

fcr~ers towards the North as inevitable , ~~ h~ve obvi~­

ted its :pose iblc ev 11 conoer rtences by a f~c h0me of 

11 systematic colonj_zation" und.er :V: fJT!f> r.nr1ent su.pervi s ion . 

But he realized that th~ Britiflh Gov t-!rmnent ' s rit)•i d 

oppos ition to all extension of. the colony mode h i s 
( ~28 ) 

plnn a:t: uno..tta.in.n.ble dream. He was forced to fall 

b'"tck on the com:prcxnise of' A.llowin": pP.rio(l..ic J)li {':rP.tion 

only i n circUMstances of ~tbsolutEJ m 15essity, n.n:l attempt­

inG to force th0 farme r s to retu:r.n as s oon as con.ditions 
( 229 ) 

were again favourable • 

Stocken..c::~trom continued t o nre9J!l of tho fulfilMent of 

his pl<>ns for the peace c.nd security of the frontier r:: of 

the Colony lonr" after he hE'd rclinonislted thP Commissioner' -

G0nerals hip . It W'f.ltl with ee.{';erness, o.nn with cvid.ent 

cnrc , d.es:pi te the n.bseroe of any d.oc ,1me:nts for reference , 

thnt he -preparecl_ his amwer~ to the Questionnaire which 
( 230 ) . 

Sprinc~-R ice sent him in. Se-ptemh er 1834 • IIi A review 

of the orir: il1 and natttre of the exiet:rn r: evils of the 

( 227 ) Stocrenstrom to Co~missione rs of Inauiry. 9.o. .~6. 
Auto. I , :p . 2 3 \ St ocke llstrom to Pl ,.sJ;et, 14 • f> . r-'.7 ; 
23 . 5 . ~7~ 11 , 8 . 27 . C. o . 2695 . 
Remarks of the Commissioner- General. 31.1f' . 30 . C .o . 373 . 

( 228 ) J!emora.ndtun of Stockenstrom on Period.icn.l Migrations, 
30.11.30. C.o. 373. · 

( 229 ) Stocken~trom to Bell. 2.6 . 9 . ~9. C. o . 367 . 
( ~30 ) Forvmrded. 1 8 . 9 • ~4 , :Fr i.ntcd in ~\ . C • minutes , D. 123 • 



Cape frontier system corresponds, in its main features, 

to what he said in evidence in 1835, Mil hM nlrend.y 
(231 ) 

been d.iscus~0d. Tho remedies he w·ent on to sw,-c·est 

represent an a.m:plificntion o:r thP schemes r1hich had 

occurred to hi~ in the course of his attempts to find 

a J.)ractic.q,l s alution to the pr oblems Yrhich confronted. 
( 23~) 

him as Coz:miss ioner- General - some of than so hemes which, 

as an official bound to observ.e tbe Governnent ' s policy • 

he could not reco!r:nenl before . 

Stockenstrom s~id th~t he ceTtainl y considered it 

:practicable to est~blish "amicable arra..VJ.~e!nents" with 
( 233) 

the Kaffir , Grin.ua anl Corunna chiefs.. These three 

~OUJ?S he regard.ea f'.S neither "sr..vs,t';es" nor "ba.rd.s of 
( 234: ) 

m..'1.rr.m<lers 1 " but natl ons able to c ont:rol ~:ncl )!rotect 
\ ~35 ) 

themselves . He moo.e a point of distinr,uishil'l.{j these 

e;I'oups from the uno ontrolle~ am lisorgt1nized ~oups 

vrro mi-r:-ht be tru:::e.n uncler c oloninl pr otE>ct ion, arYl s tntinr': 

that with the fonner 1-te wou.ld. "only maint '1.:L11. the Tl!ost 

nl'lic~ble treaties ." The colonial borcl erers, 17!'l.o would 

be Ul'lder the check of e-overnment , \·Jould then be watched. 

most cnutiously in their trf'H.ttment of and d.en.lin'"'s vrith 

such no. t ions • 

The basis of the fll'I'n.l1(';elT!e nts iYi th the chiefs of 

the~o nations shon.lc1 be essentially "strict justice . " 

No !;l{"f"Tessit'ns on the pro-t of' the neiGhnourinr~ +rib~s 

oeo.inst the colo:n1s1·s should be allm1ed to fP Ul'lDWished., 

~ravided th~t it had reen ascert~inea beyond ~11 doubt 

who the age:ressors were , so thnt there was no ctr~n {-"er that; 

the innocent rr ould. suffer . Likevrise , every injury done 

( 231) 
:p:p . 

( 23P ) 
( P-33 ) 
( 234 ) 
( ?,35 ) 

Stookenstrom to S:pringllice. 
117 - 1~0. Vide supra ~p . 

I bid . pp . 1~ 121. 
Ibid . p . 19.0, 
Ibid. p . 119. 
Ibid~ p . 121. 

5 .11.34 , 
96 ff . 

A , C • mi;n.utrn 
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by the colonists to these neighbourinP.: tr ibcf1 should be 

:puni shed n i th the utmost s everi·by . Ana the trib~s shoul d 

be understood to hnve the ri~ht t o deal with such o.ggres­

sions a.ccorfi in( to their O\'vll lmvs , if they found them 

committed in their own colllltry. 

I t is c l ear that all these are fc~tt•res v,rhich ·r.rer~ 

foro cohaa.owed in the policies of Stockenstrom ' s Commi ssioner .. 

Gerero1.s h..ip : tren.tier: tTi th the chief s ; recipr onal ri(":hts 

of punish!ne.nt of aggreRsion; a:r.d recognition of the com-

pletP cmd indepon<lent authority of the chiefn vrith.in 

their orm terri tory • 

Stockenstrom isnned one very signi£ice.nt rTar.r.ine; 

vJhich seems to hw-e 1~een lost sie,ht oi' by those ,-no 

o..ccusea him of exrectir. e perf oct trro:t'"'Uilli ty as,the resnJ. t 

of his treaty system: rr •• !,.• t::h:=e=c~v~il~s~o==f=a.==c=e~ntJ:::ur..~y_~a~.n:::d~ 
( 236 ) .::-

a half ~ " he vr.rote , "are l'lot to r e remcd.ied ii•n fl day.:_. -
The arrangements wi th these cJ-1iefs vrill not all at O!l~e 

stop the i:n.roacls o:f indepement gn.}\o;s of mf'.raur.ors; and. 

if' on the f:i.rnt inj1.rry done by the latter , \'Te eh.,r~e 

the said chief's with a l)rC'1ch of their engae;er:ent , M.d 

:pl under their :peopl e , those arra!'!'··eme.nts rill J!T ave as 

fi' f'~p;ile as nll fo:r.mcr ones . " 

This stntcnent, to~eth~r with that , a little f'urther 

on, thnt nit is not alweys when t.h e g.reRtAst c l n:'lonr is 

nade that thore is rea~ d.q:rrer , n recall Stocke:nstrom' s 

e...~.titude <.1urin,oo the f'ranticr nl!"ll'ms of 1!1'"'9, lf330 and 

1 831 . He wrote , indeeri., that he h•1d repentcl.ly resisted 

the "loudef' t cries fo:· comrnan1oes, 11 v,rhe:qrveli ' gover nment 

had rec..,rclcd n commando as indis:PensFJ.'ble ... yet thP :PTe-

dieted misf art unes hM.. not follovtec1 . Stockc.nstrom 

evidcn tly used the tenn rrplunder their peopl e," i.n the 

( 236 ) Ibin . :P • 120. 
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Quotation above , advisenly, A c ommMdo, by his ot-m 

r1efird tion, meant a government- authori7.efl Q.r 1ec. expecli t­

ion to punish a chief o.nd his tribe c onvictec of deliber ­
t 

ate oreanized depred~ions, connived at hy the chief; 
/'t 

a.rK1. on a c onmnndo the cn:!·tle of the Kaff'irs could. "be 
( ~37 ) 

seized. . A commando sent out for any m:~d. every nlurm 

that fln.tod u::p on the frontier might, th('l"e:f:"ore, be 

"t~ e ensiest and nost lucrn.tive mocle of retr-din. tion , 
( ?.30) 

yet at the s~me time the most demoralizinc. n 

But , Stockenstron said~ in orner to er.a.ble the 

Gover11...ment to act stcadl~ upon the principl es he su,g-

c;ested, some steps must r. e tn.kon to restorG order l1 eyond. 
( ':39 ) 

ti1 e limits of tho Colony . Here Stockenstrom hacl in 

rttincl the Vf' .. :::-t c.rcrs beyon.a. tl"'l.C 1'~orther.n
1

·borders, in rrh:tch 

lived the J3uahrnen o.Yirl othr.r scnttf'r0d remnants of tribes , 

i'lho lived by huntinB such food. o.s they could find in 
( ~40) 

the veld, am occasional plunder. He desorihed how 

these unfortunate "'en rrcre so pluJ.,C!.erod by sm"rounding 

tribes t 11.at there was neither the :possihility nor the 

incen.tive for them to settle clown , r;ra:7 crops or keep 

<1toc1c . C onseguently m -:my of them develop ea. tho habit 

of livin{'; by plunder , while others t·.rere driven by des-

perate hunger to do likewise . Stock--.nstron pointed out 

that .it 'l'IU!" v:i:rtu:tlly im:poE~sible to distin,rmish bet\':een 

the trro types o.nd .m.:.tUl:'ally the plu.l'lderea :p8.rty cxer-

c iscd his lli1deniablc r :leht of self-defence n.gainst botu 

:tndiscrini.!lately. A system of full mili tn.ry :rr otection 

m;.c1 a nn3istrn.te on the spot to exerc i~e discrimination 

o:n s~l occasions mit>:ht offf"r a solution, but it vm.s in 

( 237 ) See the Sug(';f>P:t.ions of the Co:m:r11iss iop~:r-Crer er&l 
Vi<l§ supra J:l .n4ff for discussion . Ala:> discnss:ton on 
evidence on c <r ma:r.xlos 8-l',d :p'ltrols Vide supra n . 1 b 3 f-f. 

( ~38) Stookenstrom to Spring-Rice. A.C, .!"linnteR, :p. 1::'1 .. 
(239) Ibid . n. 121 . 
< 240 ) Ibid • J> • 119 • 
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the nature of things , n wholly impr~cticabae one. 

Unless the Gove:i'!'lll'le nt f'.do:ptc0 a c or.tprehcnsi V& :pl a."l on­

bracing all these :peoples on the North~r.n borAers, 

Stockenstrom cvid.entl y saw no nl terr:a.t ive 1~ut to con­

tinuo the existin{::r c> ommamo system of defence and see 

the 1.~1ea1r.er :p Rrty CT ""dually exterminated by the stro:np;er -

both colonial and. n"l.tive . 

The :plr.:.n Stocke:nst:r.om put forwarJ "~:ms the one he 
( 241 ) 

hr'ld lonr.; n :fncc cnvisngcct: thn.t of takil1{; the wancle:r·ing 

hordes - n.nd he now eviclently included the Bushman and 

the remnants of the Kuffir tribes who had fled before 

their enemies in the far lTorth ( the Hantate e hordes ) -

uncl er the protcotj on of the Colonial Government . F'or 

nll of them he SW':gested settlements, to be run on the 

srnc lines a..s the very sooccssful cxpP-rirH:lm ' 'r.i. t.h the 

Hottentots on the Kat Riv0r . For tr~s ~ur~osc , reserves 

shoul·~. l ·e set aside in the tracts ao .. j oinin~ the colony, 

a..s he hacl tried to do runon.~ the ~ushmen in 18"7. 

~tocJr.enAtrom :prophesied t ha. t these este~blishr.tents · · ould. 

"vie with the Kat River Settlcaent in improveMent n.nd 

in usefulness," nnd would. eve1'1tunlly put an er..d to need 

or excuse o:r :9lunder . And he evidently hoJ)ed that the 

sue;gested :plan of ''amien.ble ~.rrE~.ngements" with the 

Griqu.ns, \'Thich wouJJi e ive the' 60ve~· nme nt the full r ie;ht 

to I.>U.llish their agr;;ressions upon the settlements u.nd.er 

its :protection, t·:onld. :prevent a repcti tion of the clisas­

tcrs to th0 Busl'nnen uhich hrul b~cn the result of his 

1827 ex:peri~e nt • 

When Stockenstrom statea in 1834 that one of his 

objects in set tin~ on foot the Kat River Settlement was 

to make n.n experiment in "hm'T f'ar such a system of 

(241 ) ~. p . 121. 
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colonization coulcl l"'\e benefici~lly e!Xtemec't E~.long our 

f".con-Gier, and even beyond it," it seems clear tha·'t~ he 

~tended the 1 at tor :phra!~e to :reff)l' to th~se Bu.ghmen t:!.nd 

unattached vmnd erin{~ lt:.'"lffi:rs to the 1-ior'th. 

Tie had. e\~en ho:pea, he tola the Secret~~! of State, 

that the success of the Kat River Settlanen.t nit:ht have 

indu('ed tho e:overnMent to n.llov1 him to adopt "the same 

meas1..U'es, under certain modifications" tovva.!'ds the ltaffirs 

located V!i thin ~e colony near the coast, i ,e . the :Pa.to 

tribes between the Fish am the Keiskamma. These 

tribes, he explaine~, ~preteni to h~ve some claio to this 

terri tory" - bacod on a :promise of Lord Charles Soma- set . 

"At any rate" he VJent on - 11•rhioh seem~ to imply tY..at I1e 

wns still sceptical about this claun ~ sound policy die-

tated a liberal course towards them. They mir·:ht re 

given a :permanent title on terms r.rhie-h y·;ou1c1 be of 

incalm.:!.lablc "benefit t 0 the colony t thEm!selves ana. the 

the Kaffir natives generally . Stocke~strom pointed out 

tha t trese Kaffirs "trere "pre:pa:rcd to aclo:pt msny of our 

laws rutd cttstomsn and "woi.1lct l1e hD.ppy to enjoy OU.'t" full 
(24P ) 

protection . r. It is evidel1t that Stockew.trom was still 

of the ouinio.n th'!.t these tribes i:n the Ceded. Te:rri tory 

were to remain there only on oerte.in oond.itions laid. 

do't"m by the Colonial Govenment , even. shotlid they receive 

a "permanent title" to the land. Re hacl made t hr:t t point 

eQ.tmlly clear in the memoir of 1 q33, v;hen he wrote that: 

(242 ) C:f . 011 th€~ use of tho word "prot···etioYl," vrhat 
StocJ.renstrom saiCi in c o.rmection vri th tho Grio. u..,,s in 
1830: tra more ctecidcd intc:-rferance (sic) tht:J:n th€" 
Colonial Government ha s hitherto been able t o exercise 
i.n th9.. t ounrter t will "be rcrnis itn to br:1.n.r; n8.ttPrs 
thel'f' to a P.roper b~aring 'tn1d.nr; the C'>TiQun_f' Ullder 
the :protection of the colony' rs flU£~p,r.:.sten 1mless · 
incorpore.tio.n be meant, C8.l'J only :cre.~.te c onfus io11 .• 11 

J.1.er.1ark8 of tpe CQ.TJ!'liesioner- Go;ners.J, 31.1~ . 30 . C. o. 373. 
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• • • the land OUPht to be ceclcd to them a lt age the r if they 
have , as they say, a promise to that effect , :provid.ec1 
they c onscnt to be cone amenable to the lm:rs of the 
colony 1L"'lder certain modifications , as it tlon.ln. not · 
bP. :ooli tin to allow th.,, t 1 and. to revert to C".ffra.ri a , 
particularly :nov: vrhE>n it ~.ffonls s uch o.n excellent 
o:p-,)ortlwity for T'la1dnF?, the experi"icnt of incorporatin(?" ( 243) 
Y:ith ourf'clvcn its present ten.'l.:rrt~ 't':ith their m·m consent . 

It is CJ.ui te clear tl1!"1 t~ as f !\r as Stoc}:el"strom v:as 

concE"'rned , ccdin-"' the lwd vrhich they oceupie<l "nltor:ether" 

to I ·ato, Kama and !:011P,R , orcl p:iv:inr: them ~- "perrw.nent 

title" to it, in no ,:ray affect~a his :position that the 

nrcn. must l'Jevr>r~heless still be :reg:;rdea ~.s IR rt of tm 

Cr,lony aml thn Colonial Govr>rnment as h.avi.11,~ the r i t"'.ht 

to lay a.oi.m :r.e{;Ul o.tio·ns t her~" , Among the "certain 

r:.odificn.tions" ':IC:ruld presumo.bl y hn.ve been the recor;nition 

of the authority of tl1.r' chiefs over their O\'.rn people 

vr.l thin the 1r ovm te·~ri t ory . 

Stoekenstrorn. went on to SU{':J?PSt the po~ ·ibi1ity 

that the sa"na scheme mi{"ht eve-n in the future be '.l:piJlied 

to "other Caffre chiefs~ ..-.rho hnve hi thPrto reen. upon a 

l ef'S runic $,b~e footi.n.{r 1'lith t'IJl , nut h 9.:Ve 'been OC Cfl.f"iOnO.lly 

This CO.l1 

O'llY refer to E.nno, 13otman .'"'.nl the Kaffirs on tho Man .. 

Jmzana , i7ho were the o:nly Xe.ffirs at w.y t i me 'allOi'lc::l" 

by th€ colonia.l r;mrcr-iliTlont to r0side i!l thE! CE>"' ed Te rri-

tory nfter the est£1.blisl'tnent of the 1819 'boundnr~,r . I t 

can ·have no reference to chiefs beyond that bound"'!.ry . 

Nor, a coorcl inf".l~, c i.!.n the puss~ee \'Thic h follows: 

It o\1e miP'ht (~T2Uua.11y have obtained. ft dense :po:pulat ion 
of whi to colonists , cnffres and. Hottentotr;, from the 
'Jinterbcrt'! t o the sea , nil c:ovarned 'U'ld protect0;d hy 
the s~lT!e ln.ws, am eou~lly intc:rer:te(1 in the :peace of 
the country. ( 2A4 ) 

1\. n isn.nderf!trtJ'Id.inP; of Stoc1'"el1 .... trom' s idenfl a!'! ex­

:presf'ed here hm lor' to several misc onceptions in r0t':n.T(1 

( 243 ) 
( 244 ) 

Memoir 
Ibid.. 

of 1033. A,C , ninutes. :p • I 00 
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to his policy as Lieutenant- Gave rnor: as r.r1.11 a.p:pen1~ 
( 245 J 

l ater . 

To these observation::: , Stockenstrom nddo~ one 

sicnificnnt :polnt, fotmC.ed, he said., u:pon lone eff:perience: 

••• it uoulcl l1e desifable for s. lo '-,~ time to ca"'le in 
let n blncJc rule bl acks wherf' such is })Tt cticable, 
!lnd to let as fe~.7 'tv-bites (middlemcYl , if I mny use t.he 
tenn ) as ]?Oss i 'hle sta.nrl between such blac1>:: nu.:t:'!nority 
fl •. n:t tho hiGher functionaries who mt:W h ·1.ve the !'1 ':ll'lap,emcnt 
of the frontier . ( ~4h ) 

This is,. o:f c ou.rsc, tho nri:nciple of' "ina_ irect rule, u 

n:r.C!. is c onson-mt ... ;i th hie 'belief that the a.uthori ty of the 

chiefs shou~d be respectee. It is intorestin, .... , thol'l(...,.h , 

thn.t he <.'i.oes r ot R:PJlC~ r to have re{"<'lrded th~ rule of 

blacks by bl acks as a~ end in itnelf, since he says 

o!'ly that it i'Tould. be "a esir$.hle 'for a lone time to come." 

Stockenstrom ncJr.J:'lotTl Ei! eer1 thnt the ·gow.rru:Jent f s 

stron{'; objection to the extn ~ion of tho colony stood 

in the wny of the schone of ~cttle.~cr-ts he proposed.. 

But , :practic[1.1 as ahm.;vs, he J:>Oj.nte(1 out tha. t the po:pu­

lntion had been spreadin- sin~P the middl(!' of the seven­

tee:n.th ce ntn.ry, c..nd would unC!.ou(ltedly continue to ao so . 

For . cou.la. thP Government cheek it, since there wrs no 

l:l't'IJ to :prevent the pGople from \~ri tbd.rrtwi.YI!! fr om the 
were 

country t1here they A :not e om:fortable or whence the exigen-

cies of :p'lstoral fnrmi:rt{~ d.rovc t'hem. 1'hey coulcl not b~ 

fetched hack . To talk of uforeing them by menns of . the 

Griq_u!ls 11 ( a refereme to I'hili'D , perhaps? ) vta.s to betray 

a c cmpl ete ignor '1nce o :r the situation , t'..nct ce rtninly to 

be "not averse to scc11es of blood.shecl .. " Nor, aclCl.e~ 

StocJ:::enstrom , si~nific.,rtly, ha.d he ·any des1.re i;o "shut 

( 245 ) A-; :par~ntly as a. ~onseo uence of su.ch misund.ersto.Y!d­
ing, for instn.nec , Una LonE~, i:n her Introd.uction to Vol, 
II of the Chronicl e of Jereniah Goldswf':lr, mn1>:es two 
statements about StocJ~enstrom vrhich a re, OJ3 they stand. , 
erroneous. J .D_ Pitman in his Conmis~ioner-Genern1 shin 
of Andries StocJ.:enstrom a.lso a.p:peP.rs to have m+sumer-
stood. thP 1~~4 letter. Vide infra , p:p . 193-ff. ar' d ~ool-no l-es o "' 

( ?.46 ) 5 . "t-o Spvi"'9 . Ric. e . ..1 10 . minutes , :p , 1 a,l • P· 197, 2 ' 2 • 
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ttp the whites within certain limits for the benefit of' 
(247) 

MY :particul"l!' clnss, \'Thilst all equally encroach.. 11 

The qo.estion was simply: was the expansion to take :ple.ce 

iJl th c vlcl hr.phaza:r.d fashion, 12 ithout c ont:rol f.1.lld. vr i th 

o.ll the (langerous :possibilities of n repetition of earlier 

ag{';ressions on the aborig:lnes who had rieh ts to the land? 

Or was it to truce pl~ ce systematien.lly, under g overni!le:nt 

stwervisiont no l and. bei110 taken from the natives but 

t7hf'1t they chose to pn.rt '1.'1 ith, the natives bci.nP :properly 

indemni~ied for it? The indemnification shoulu. 1•e 

n.:p:-plied. to the advanta-~e of the natives, and. exte11.sive 

'tr'n.cts reserved. for their support. There they should 

be pro:Pected "on an eq_u.al footin~ with the most privele-

goo. clnsses." 

A final :point: Stockenstrom :reitoratea the con­

viction he had. held as Cor1miss io:ner-Ge:neral, thn. t the 

system he proposed. nic;h"b eventually dispense vri th the 

nilitnr,y force altoe~ther . Its main be:refit, ln n,:ny 

Oflsc, was thf' moral one, since it was heln in respect 

by colonists a11d . . natives alilm . He maintained t h.a t 

"the Cape frontier d.efr-noe ho.,s nothing militury in itrr -

it was all !!. bush hu:nt., in which a.nt Boor vra!i as g oo(l as 

the trained soldier. Reliance upon troops had in any · 

case, he a.rp;t1ed, 'by no means lessened the depredations 
( P-48) 

on the Eastern frontier. .Andt if the old. system were 

persisted i.n~ not all the troo:ps the f"ove-rnraent could 

supply muld be su.ffieie:nt to protect the frontiers. 

( 247) This is el~a:rly P.4 r0.f'e re:t1ce to Philip r s view th'1. t . 
the c olo.nists were encroe.~hing upo:n th~ lrncl of the 
Grio.un.s, 8110. ruil ty o:f a.~:':rcf!sions on the Griq uas to 
boot - an argument '':'hich Stockcnstrorn hail lor!:r.: since 
exploc1ed , vri.th eonsinerable heat, in tho Re111nrlhS .of the 
Commissiol'ler-Ge.r~re.,l, 31 .12 .30. C.o, 37"\. 

(248) .A.s Corttmissioner-Genera.l, he hr<.l helti '€h.$ o:piJ.,ion 
that the :presence of troops on the EnstE>rn frontier had 
led to a want of vi~iltmce on the :part of the fronti.er 
far!:'.lers . Where formerly no floclc wo..s seen \'Jithout tle 
farmer VTith his Stld.dled POTSO , the tendency a.eveloncd. 
to rt>l~r on a militn.ry :pn..trol after t:re •1 e:precln.tion.s . 
In c onser 11.e.nce, he hml maintained, t}le military were 

(continued foot of p. 190) 
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In short, the solution to the front:ter :problem 

which Stoekonstrom outlined to the Colonial Secretary 

in. 18~4 '~·as baseo u:pon ideas which he h~. con.template<l, 

and in some c~ses even be!~n to :put into practice, 

durin(" his Commissio:ne:r-Generulship anCI_ bef OTe • 

is no point which can 1'e claimed to be :foreign to rrhat 

he hoo_ previously thour~ht or a. one . In other words , if' 

at this time Stockenstrom t-vas indeed attempti:n~ to 

ingTatiate hims8 1:f' with n. philanthropist-dominated. 

Colonial Office, a,.q was Sllt'"-f,'ested, he d.id not deviate 

:r-.c om tll1Y of the ba8ic ideas he hAJ.l previously held in 

order to (l_o so. 

In 1835, Stockenstrom was, of course, asked by the 

Committee to g ive a st~.tement as to th~olicy he YrouJ.d 
, , ~49) 

sue:?N1t to l)e adopted on the frontiers. The let:'..d.int~ 

featu..res of the :plt-UJ. ·vrhich he outlinerl are th..ose f~milin.r 

fi' em a study 0f his :pr~vious papers: the close line of 

settlements alon~ the !~astern frontier, on the lines of 

the Kat River; the strict regu.l~.tio:ns to compel the 

colonists to protect their O\V-n property; the sparin0 

use of the mili t a :t>Jr for ae; the inc or:pore.t ion of the 

~ato tribes as allies - ae;a.in subject to c olonia..l ruJ.es 

n.nc1 regulations under certain modifications; and the 

aim of severe punislEent of aggressions and protection 

for all parties on both sides of the frontier. 

Ttvo V'i_riutlons fl':: pear. Where he had fol~merly in-

eluded. the Gri(l_uas in that r-:roup ·with which treaties 

would be ma.do but which \\rouJ.cl not be incorporated in aw 

vm~:, Stoc1r.enstrom now a:p:peP..rs to h P.:ve viewed the ma tte:r 

in a slieht~ different li~ht. For he stated that 

harassoa. to aeatht the frontier kept in a st"'te of 
ferment w..d. there vm.s an outcry for ' aug,-u_1;1e11t n tion 
of the forces ' v1hich lrJe considered ou i te unneceRsnry. 
Stockenstrom to Bell. 19.5.~9. O.o. 367 . 

(249) Q. 1081 . A,O. minutes. pp . 96 - 97. 21. 8 .35 . 
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nit has nmr1 been shovrn th~t,t t.,.ose :people were in a fit 

state to be dealt 't'!i th in the same manner as the 

Hottentots on. the Kat River." But possib l y this simply · 

rnea.n..C3 that the Griqu..q.s had. :proven themselves capable of 

abanlon.ing a vap::rn.nt li fe n.m settling dovm as a.o;r icu1.tnr­

ists, ·1hich they had beeun to clo 1'1efore he left ti1o 

Cape. For , after deucribir.:~ the sy~tem he would a:pply 

to the Kaf.r•:tr chiefs , Stockens t T·om, aE"J before, stntccl 

that he wotllCl. c1enl vrith the G:r i qua.s upon the same 

:pri.nc i:ples • 

The other variation is the possibility Stockonstrom 

suggested of an arran{':'eme nt vri th the chief's whereby 

compensation Mi~ht l .e ohtained., .l.:l.nd the aegres Ewrs 

even bro'IJ.ght t o punishment , without usin g military 

violence on eve~J occasion. This 'tras to 'h eeome a most 

significo..nt fr·n.ture of' his treflty system . I t h Pii 

hi tr.erto not been explicitly laid dorrn as a poli cy i n 

aey of Stoc~':'cnstrom ' s str.,tements . In the Su~.~cs t;.ons: 

pf th~ Commissionc-)r-l*t=>.n~ral, he stated. , with regard to 

the chieffl in Kaffirla.."1<1 ~ that they should u.ndersta!ld 

that :pluna.erers vrould invariably he follm:Tec" • The 

arrangement he sur:t;r-ster, r.1ore-or-l,.,sB tenta tiv.ely , in 

1835 t is, how·ever t inr,lici t in the of.liga tion VJhich 

rr-~tefl upon a ll the Ka.ff'ir c hiefs to capture and deliver 

up to t.h.c coloni~.l authorities ney plu!lo.erers or stole n 

IJropcrty which they found. withi.'!l tl-)eir tcr.ri to:ry , v:hether 

a colonia l :party had yet co·-:1e :i.n :nursuit or :not • 

. illl the statc!"l.ents ;::i t h rep;ttrd to a r•·e:neral fro Xlti. er 

polic"~ Yrhich Stock0n.strom p;ave 111 evidence in 1836 vrf.'re 

mad e nf'ter his cliscust<ions ''!ith Glcnel e· ana. his n.:p:point-

ment as Licute n:1.nt- Govcrnor . They should , therefore , 

:proJ.)orly be con'"'ictered. i n the lit"ht o:f' the poJicy 
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decidect u·pon by Glenelg nnd Stoo1:en~trom, and. cs 

stnter.'tents made by an official responsiblP to the 

Colonial Secretary. 

Stockcnst:room ' s a espn.tch to G-lr-mclr on 7 J '111 uary 
( 250 ) 

l83G is n. nost s i{"nific n..nt document . W'hen he \'Trote 

it; Stoo1mnstrarJ h8d not seen Glenel P," ' s d.es-pntch t o 

D'Urtn.Yl of 26 Deorm'bor 1835 , and - \'Thf'.tcvcr ln'J<..lint" ha 

may have h~!l of GlerJelg 's intentions - he had hru1 n o 

officifl~ intimf1..tion thr.t t h~ '7a:'-1 nossibly1 t o be a:ppoi.Ylted 
( 251 ) 

Lieuten..r.wt- Gove1·nor . Glencl~ hnd req11or.ten him to 

~ve his o~inion o~ ~he stat~ of th0 Eastern Frontier 

and in -rn.rtiovJ.ar oft D ' Urban' s SeptGmb0r pol icy. 

I n reply t Stoc1(enstrom wrote that it nns rr i th 

"sincere reeret" tho.t , after "thE' most anx:ion.s a!.·C'. 

l)ni nful rr>vierr of "the ('l'tlestion i:n a ll lts bearin~~"' he 

hail not reen able t o col'!le to the c anclnsion thnt the 
( 25~ ) 

Se:ptembP.r tl"e~.ty would le'1d t"' the beneficia l results 

\'lhich D'UrbM. hOO.. cont(>ffiJ)l nteii . • Heferrin.-; GlE=>:nel Fr, t o 

the letter of 5 Hover:ib0r 1834, in wh!ioh he had. pr o:posea 

'1. plru:l :f'or "the gran un,l incorporation t·rith the Colony of 

certain hordcs , rr Stoc1:enstron vront on to say that from 

this it v•9s eviclent that he was "'by no means o:p:pose<i to 

thP prJ ~iple of i 11oo:rporntio:n • 1'rhere the people to be 

o. is:po~cd. of oEu'lnot by ,..;ny other men.tJ.s be rerv'i.c red harm­

l e'"'P. to us ru11 'LCC!Uirc the _ .. eal'ls of their own il'!J.}lrove~en t . u 

His orig :i.nnl :pln.n, }1.e ~~.ir. , hnd been very s iMilnr to the 

one o.d.optcd by D'Urb'1.!'1 , thou.t"h lens rH:tturen . But, 

"hn.vinp only in vim·, snoh coT?lJJ:Un1ties f'f' vrere VTC~ • .rr, erin~ 

nn1 Ull.settl 00., f.l • .:!xoGdy in many ·wn.ys <'lepenle.nt upon or 

closely allied rd th us," l"E' hfll "s}!eoially excepted 

( 250 ) Auto . II, 
( 251) See Chap . 
( 852 ) Which 'l7D.R 

24 . 9 . ::55 . 

30 ff . 
II fo r disc"l.lssion on. these :po:ntP . 
~rin+c~ in ~he su:p~lement to G.T,J 
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those nationA , 'lho c an control and protect themselves • 11 

IIe ex:plnineo clearly that he \'TOllld never ad\"OC"..te the 

renderinp, the colouia.l system of rulministration more 

comJ)licn.+.o(l a.J:'ld expr.nsive by cono_u~st , or intP-r:fercnce 

\'!i th the inte mal affairs of n..rzy- tribes so fr r orecmized 

and consolidn.ted n.s t o need tt only our exam:pl e 'Uld justice, 

our corm:wrce, ana. the free Dlld friendly cor.1ml/_'1icnt1on. 

of thl>se im:prove!!l.e:nts wbich they ' 'roulo. tTqd.u~lly hccane 

pro];>o..red to eultivate,u i n order to 'be~ome civilized . 

He consin.ered it indispensal1le to d.istil'l'rtlish f:lctvTeen 

the two cl~sses described , in acy measure of incorporf.'.tim 

it mie:ht be d:ecrned ad.visn..ble to resort to . · And. "that 

I cons id.er the K::ffirs beyond tho ColoniPl Boundn.ry ~s 

'beloi.,r:ine to the latter class, my several c OOIM1L'l1icr-tions 

vrith Government \'rill plainly show . " Stoc1ce:nstr om then 

·::ent on to explain very fully \·rhy he did ~ot ct-e i:n. the 

si tu11tion in 183(1 nnythinp; 'l.'lhich disnosf'!d. him to alter 

his former o:pinions \'lith regard. to the incorporation of 

the tribes beyond the colonial boundary . 

There caY' b(l :no <;~nest:ion that Stoc1:enstrom's atti­

tude on tlrl.~ po1nt in 1836 tvas nrecisely what it hfil. been 

in 1834 ana. before. Yet J .D. :Pitm'l.n, discu.ssLl'l{.,. 

Stoc1renstrol!l ' s frontier poli~y, apparently perceives a. 

fu.nd.arne ntal contra!:!t het·.:ee:n the views of' 18'7,4 n.nd 1836 , 
( 253 ) 

n.nd is c onsio.erD.bly pe rplcxecl by it. He !Lp:pen.rs to 

hav0 misunderstood the despatch of 1834, nnd to h~~e 

thoun;ht StocJ~enstrom ' s plan then to have:; veen to ext em 
the Kat Hiver system of coloniz~tion nlso to the Gunu-

( 254) 
k:..rebe s and "the Ca.ffrc natives .~enerally." 

( r53 ) SP.c the con.c1udin.f.' section of the c~'lpter on Front... 
ier Policy in J.D. Pitman : Tho CoMmissioner- Ge:r1eratship 
of An:lr ies StQckenstrom , p . 11 2. 

( 254 ) It is unfortnnn.te tl1a t l?i tnnn, in C'luot w .. r" this 
phrase, shouJ.o. h~ve omitted to put it j_n its :proJ?er 
context . ,1ha.t Stockenstrom ·wrote was, that a uerm::tnc:r.t 
title to their 1 ands mir~ht be r.'i'~ren to the Into tribr.s 
"on t~uns ·:•bich i'roul(l bE" of incn.lculable benefit to the 
colony, t o th('lms0l vos nna to the Cnff're nnti ves ee.nerally~ 
(Stockenstrom to Sprj.nr;-Hice , 5 . 11 . 3t2: . A,.C. !"'!inut0s , :p .:n.~l . 
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Consequently he snys, discussoi..l'l{; the letters of 1834 

~(,_ 1836: 

These trro contr"tst in-'! statements are l"lo st :peJ>:pleoc-
ine: .. Hmv far that made in 1836 (am followed as 
:practicc.l policy durint•• the Lieut8mnt-Gov~rnorship ) 
vms influe reed by the spec inl c o:nd.i tions rthich obtni.'tled 
at t1~ e e.nCl of the s :ixth I~.f:f'ir ila:r and. r.y the cco!lonie 
position of theColoniP.l Government , I shnll not vcn ture 
to m1~r. 

In sug.'l"estinG that Stoeke:nstrom ' s stntm:!ler•ts i.n 1A3n 

were infl uenced: by these tvm fnctors , I'i t""lntJ is Jll' obnbly 

t:U.i te correct, But he hm createc'i fer himself fl.n un-

:neccPsn.ry problem 1n supposine that they :orod.u.cc>d. a. chr.m?':C 

in Stoc1-:enstror.1 ' s attitude . !meed they consti t 11tcd. a 

re"'.son !'o r his aflhcrint:. to his or:lginA.l :point of view. 

Stoc1':onstro1!l ''3 ron.~ons for believin,~ thn t inc orpor­

ation of ~Jrr tho tribes beyond the coloni~l bou~dnry 
( 255 ) 

vrould not 'be beneficial j ''Tere nholly practical . He 

fully a:pproved the r eadmission o:f tho Ko.ffirs i:nt o the 

terri tory bet':men the Kcisk9.r.'L."!W. ~r{l the Kei , f'r~ wh1~h 

they ha.d. been expelled; the fltep was tmavoid.nble. J3ut , 

he saic1 , by readm:l.ttinc them o.s Br itish su'bje~ts, tvro 

boundar i es innteacl of one r.roulCl be cre['.tcd; f!.nd oo nse-

q~.wntly t Y:o boundv..:rie~ instcr:.cl of one would. have to l)e 

:p:rotoctc:d . For t.'l1.c new bound~.ry of the Ke i would h~.ve 

to be protected against the tribes beyond ; and the old 

bou.n<lt:lry would still have to be :protectefl : "For it is 

not in tJlEl nnture of thinp,s t~"\t the Ka.ffir~ t after cll 

thnt hn.-:- nm·r tn."~~en l?l ooe ~ can be trns teo so near the 

colol"lists , if thene lJe unprotccteo .• " T!Jc ccst of the 

r'Jili tR.ry O.efO.fl.~O OJ':' thO t\'TO b01.U1d '' l"Y lil'leC t?..n(t the inte:r.­

medintG posts vrrd. ch v.o ulli 'be necc'led to c o:n.neot the two. 

v1oulfl be .v0;ry considera1,1o . :HorP-ove r , St oc1r:e:nr:trom was 

evidently very sceptical of the sincori ty of the chicf8 ' 

( 255 ) i . o . s.s ("'ive.n in the letter to Glenele 7 .1.36 . 
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.. 
voluntary offer to l'ec ome fellow-subjects. One of the 

:pri.nci:pnl fentu..res of the character of bar ba:rians, he 

said, was the thirst for rcveYlt~0. Would the Kn.ffirs 

be c~ble to resi st the temptation of e. favourable OJlpor­

t w:i ty t o rest ore th~mselves to :lnde:pe:nd.enc0, ana. "Hake 

us :pay dearly far their temporary submission?" 

they did seize st."'Ch an op:portuflity , the problen i.Jonla 

be :further c o~1J!lic n.. ted by the fact that the go'.l:ernmen t 

v.rou~d then be d.ealinr: \7j.tl1 , not nn e :nemy, but trv.i t <r s 

and. rebels. Fo..rthe rmore , St o c1:::ens trom went on , "hither-

to we have found. it impossible to pre::«:ent oc co.siona.l 

aggresnions on the pArt of some of the colonists against 

the nfl t ive tribes , m!!l 'le now make ourselves res:ponsi ble 

for the outrages o f a much more lnvrlcss set of ~en; 

for rrhen they nre ottr subj t~cts ne 'l;rill have to check 

ru1d :reclre ~ls the injustices they inflict on. the tribes 

beyond.n * Stockenstrom aO.ded tho.t he die] not sne ho,·r the intro­

d.uction of E11g l ish 1 a;vs tlr.lOl'll~ the 'Kaffirs, ij"' the mal':l.re r 

:pro:vosen. in the t:rcnty, wa:o at r..ll :practicable . One 

could not e'l.sily rc!"lo ve or a. isreCP,ard the prP ~ucl ices of 

a nation , however absurd they mir,ht nppear; o.nd viol ent 
(256 ) 

o:pposi tion often strc.ngtr.enct'J them . And acy measure 

te nlin{; to lower the importance of the chiefs he con­

smered would weaken the hold c f the {;ove:r·nment on the 

K:1.ffirs ., The su:persession of their authority by th~t 

of mf'..gistra.tes v;ould c onsto..rtly remit"d them of their 

f':'l..l l fr em in~-On~nde.rt IlOWe:r , and breer. dis~ onte:nt . 

The trenty , indeed., :pr OV'ide<i for the rqrpoint~.ent of the 

chiefs themsebms as magistrates wl1ere J)Oss ible • But 

(256 ) A :voint ·which, it is interestin{" to note , Sir 
Harry S·r.1.1 th in his frontier :POlio ;r ap:pears not to 
have a:vpreciateC! , i:n.1.t r;hich Sir G·e orge G.rey fully 
rcalizecl. 
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thn.t generation o:f chief's could not (l.dministe r c oloniD,l 

ln.w. .llYid "if they c oulcl , it ap:penrs to ~e they can 

se :rve ou:r 1mrpose a..n1 the iT own c o,nt:ry 'hette r a~ chiefs ~ '' 

Thlis vras, of course , his policy of blacks rnlin~ bl '1CJr.s, 

ana. one vrhieh he had al.ways followeCI. in :pr . .. ct i~e . 

It trm,s, therefore, on 11 baais of' very J>l'act:i.cal 

considerations, a.ro on no philan.throplc theor~'; th"lt 
\~57) 

Stoclrenstror'l criticiznd. D' Ur1:1ru1 's proceedings . 

In compliwce with Gle.ncl~'s req11est , Stockel'l..strom 

th. en outliner the policy he rroula. pr opoE=le to he all. opted 

on the frontier , :prAft:tcinr, hi~ remn.:rats by sa~ling that 

'rm.y v i ews are founded upon the (perhaps unpopular) 

impression that the late a.tta.cJts of the Kai':firs , thon{':h 

they hr1.ve cBnsed l'l.e more pait'lf'u.l r0flections than it 

is necessary to trouble. your Isord.shi:p with. he.ve !lOt 

been al t or;cthe r u...n:pr ovoJrec • n JU s fcelinp-s on this 

m2tter, he snifl., would l~e rr;v~ale~. by his e1.rlie:r cor-

r espondence with the Coloninl 0:f'fic r.> . Comeouently, 

"not only s our.cl 1•olicy but justic(' forbid.s that tre 

should crush the prostrate enemy·. " 

Quite c hnracteristicA..lly, ;;;>tockenstrom put ns the 

first object t "above aJ~n, tl'Jc safety of the colo.!ly 

n.gninst frrturc i11J'oruls , rt!-Yl. the security of Eis linj esty' s 

surjects; an1 sec o:ndly , "the impr oveJYJe:r.rli of tm Ka.ffir 

l'l'ltion ~ P"nd its mnintenance A.s &l'l inde:pen<'ten.t ~1.lly . " 

( ~?.57) It is interestinp, to observe thai; not o.rly the 
Gra{v;un ' s .Town Jo~nn.l but a lso the Commerc1E'l.l '\.dyertiser 
approve(! D'UrbM.~ SeJ>tember :polic y n.ril vrere o:ptir:dstic 
about the prospects of h:i.s :pl321s f or the ncrr province. 
'I'hrou~·hout the f.:irs t s :ix ::1onths of 18i'>(-. , the ~ 
pubJished f avourRble reports on frontier conditions, 
!:'lOStly ~noted f r CI!l. the Q!l, anfl looke~ fOT.'\Van1 o:p~imisti­
cally to security e.lld !)roeress on the frontier . ;;;lee c.r;. 
a note in SttCA 9 . 7 ., 3€1: . "The new I'rov:il'J.ce was tra.nauil . 
The new Caffe.r· poJ.ico is working excell ently under Col. 
Smith . rothil\~ is reouired now hut the pre8e!'!ce of the 
Lt . Governor , to consolidate an efficient system of :pro-­
tection for the Colonists on the Border , and to termin­
ate f or ever the irrr-13'Ulari ties from which so m~:ny ''mxs 
have spru..11p; . " This is :perhaps Sii"nifical'~t too : StocJ.:er.-
strom in criticizin,t? D' Urnnn 's policy , of rrhich he ho.cl 
re~a.. i:n th0 colonial nevispl\:pers , rro.R evid.e rrtly e:x:press­
in3 an inde:pe:nde nt opinion. 
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The front i~r would have t o he strengthened nnd he 

coul d not r ec oTITme.nd it to be adv~rc·ea beyo11d the Keis-

~..mma :perm--mently . St ockcnstrom :pro:pose~ four mer.sures 

for the p:rotectio11 of the frontier: a.n et!ficie11t m11i t'l:cy 

:force, v1hioh wou~d hnve to be ke:pt up for s CY"'.e t i'l!le; 

the settlement 1n vilh r:es in the t 0rri tory betv!een the 

Keiskammc~ fJ.l1(1 the lC..q,t and Fish Rivers of as clenso n !)opu.­

l :1.tion n.s :possible ~ UI>Ol'l the ~:o..me principle ns the nevr 
( ~5r) 

Hottentot settlements, modified c~cordinG to circumn t~nces; 

the people in the Ce<1 ed Ton-it Or".f West of ~~e Kat shon.ld 

be mP .. d.e to co.l'l'\:ply '¥rith the co...ndit:ions upon which they 

ncce:ptcc1 their grants, or r("llinquish them; un<l ttthe 

b\u>.nher f~ ought to bP, pl need u.ndor strict rer~ulations, 

controlled, so at::~ to kee:p it ef• ... icient for de:fr·.nn~ and 

l1l'CVeYdi U!!.Call \3!.':1 .. -for Q:f,;f):H'1Q.£. , n 

The Kaf'firs living 1;et wee:n the Fish o.nd KeisJcnma. 

Rivers, who hc:.d 11ehr.:..ved so ,nell du.ri.rt:" the wn.r, should 

hn:ve that territory C.C:'ntcd to thetll , tm terr:1S havin~ for 

their ob ject the zn.fety of the colony n..rf. the \',relfn.!'P of 

the _;ro..ntees • Significn:ntly enottt~h, Stoc1renstrom sni<l 

the..t the a.et~dlr of these term? "ms.y safely be left t o 

the Governor" ... vhich in.c1. icates • not 011ly the t ho at 

that ti~ ex:pe(>tecl the al tcrations in the frort icr polic y 

to l>e in thc han<1s of D 'Urra...Yl hinse lf J 1··nt that 110 a:rrproved. 

:L11 general of D'Url)nn ' s principles of incor:porn..tion ~ :Pro­

vided. tho~r we "!"'e not appli ed to tribes· beyo:r.rl the Ke i ska.mma. 

( 258 ) I t i s :presumably u:ponh tr.is :pn..c;s~e that Una !Jonr; 
buses her stntement ( The Cr n· c f t1 r ::niP...h G 1 •ra 
Vol II, I ntroc1uction p • .- ii: n 1830. the majority 
of Hottentots were l~mless, ann Stocke.nstror~ \'.r onld. 
hDYe li1ced to have est 10.blished them a~ e. barrier between 
Euroke""l.n - n!ld African on the edge of Ca:pe Colony from 
the a tborg to t ho sea . " 13ut '' o:n the s~ .. r.w -princi"Ple as 
the new II0ttcntot s r t tleme:r.ts" need. YJOt i'Mply th"t- they 
were b. U :-fd 1~o Hottentot settlements, am t as ltttor 
d isa,msion of Stockenstrom ' s :pl ans for the Tiottentots 
will show (See p:p . 281 ff. ) the usin~ of Ho+teX'.tots as n. 
"barrier between European ana . .Afr icn. ,,.,tt d. 0\*..l'n to the 
coast \?as never contemplP:ted l)y Stoc1renst:r.orn,. This is 
n:'!.de clear even l1y 1•rh.fl .. t follor:s in the d .. esp'l.tch i tsP l:f. 
Vid.e i nfrr . . 
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He had, in fnct , ~l:reP..dy st!l'l.tcd. at the ber;inninf' of his 

l etter, tha. t h i s m1n princ i J>les vr~rc not dissimilar . 

The Fin1-?,oes - whom D ' Urban ha:l :plnced 1:-etween the 

KeiGkamma a.m. the Fish i n the vicinity of l'eddie, - he 

"c crJ.ld ~·1 ish sr..fe a cou:plc of h~dred miles farther avmy 

we~1tward. from the reach of t.lte Ka.ffirs , to 'l'rhom they 
( 259 ) 

will lone be a source o f heart- burn.inp:,_rr But, again 

charo.cteristicnlly, Stockenstrm~ accepted the status <lUO 

an:l recor!L"'!lcnded. th~:~.t J?in}~o villa:ll'es should· 1~e. inte!':'jixed 

\':ith the othor villn:~;es ho hOO. :pro:DoscC.l to 1:e esta~liS1-1.Ed • ..., 

Agt-P.cncntn should he entere0 i!:l:~ o ,., lth the Kf'..ffir 

chiefs uho roturnc~ to rceide ne~~ the colonial bor~0rs , 

nnd so111G of the points contni:ne<1 :i:n. th~ Governor ' s tr~aty 

mi~ht , he considered , be include~ in th~ nr,roement . 

(rr...e cloes not specify whi'1h :points) . 

As one would exr~ct, Stock~rotrom cMphnFize~ thnt 

the reprisal system nust not be allovred. -l;o continue . 

As alvra~, he insisted th1:1..t the colonists r'lU-~t be allowed 

to :protect their :property anl li"Tres ""2'ainst Dlu..nderers 

::-nd mur<l.erers, r.1.!ld even i::t~ neccf'-ls~ry to or...oot the assail-

ants - trthis in. the actual 8tatf> 0f thin.p;s c~rnot !fle ~pre-

vontecl . " "The vncill~'..tinc o.nl con.traclictory cloctrine 

which h~s reen held fort~· on this :point," be :JA.<1.e0. , "rush­

i11 .... from olle extreme to arothcr~ hn.c rPc!l. one> cf thf' mn.in 
(260J 

co.uscs of our m:lsfort1mes . " It woulcl 'he ds.tJgerous 

( 259 ) llad StocJw 1'1.stron th0n k!lovm tha t G1e:rele himself, 
al thouc;h w nware of \'!hat D ' Ur11Ftn halt done nt the time , 
hrul s~~r,.cstea pln.c inf': the Finf,'Of"·S vrest of the Kn iske.mma 
( r.eb Glm1el c; t o D' Urran, 26 .1~ . 35 . !Jnrliamentury pa:pers. 
Co.i'fre Wru.1 l83G . Im:p. Blne Ilook) he w.i.~ht h!JJJO t7 orCled 
this nassa7e n little less br~gauely. 

( 260 ) ·:rf this :pn.~saP."c be comparecf '"' i th tho t in Stockon­
strom ' s l0~tcr t o Cole on 6 Februnry 1829 ( quoted on 

· p. 13 4- ) in Vlhich he c ommentccl on the prPV'lilin:; systen 
on tho frontier, i . e . Bourlt::c ' s , it will he a:p:pa.t>ent that 
tlds :prolnl.bly refers alfl o to the ~l?Illicntion of Bourke ' s 
system. This becones s i gnificant in view of the f.nct 
t hf'J..t ~ lens thrm t1·r o !!l011thC1 ln.tc r , ~toc1~cnA troom professed 
no recolle ction o "f EourJre ' F: s~,rstem . v·id o i.nf'rrt :p . 2 69 +f. 

for d. iscussion of his ansvrors to Q. 225? - "Z~62 on 
1 Harch 1836 ) • 
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for some time to cane • to a llow the Ka.ffi:.":"S f'".L"ee aecPss 

to +ho colony, nnl. where they ue!'e foUJ1d ar!':led tlley 

could re no other than enemies o.~a. shoulcl be treated a.s 

sue h . But , Stockenstrom ot:dd., '"l,S he ht'.c1 sn.id before , 

the inhnbi tar.rts near the Frontier Jc._l'lew they hod. the 

Kaffirs in their neighbourhood' nm rlUSt be nro.e to 

gn.'l!'d the.ir cattle. I f the cnttl "J were stolofl, the 

thief :must be fou.."ld out if :possible , "'.P'1 pUni9hcd. accord-

in~ to lm·r . But "no :risJ~ of fl. blood.y wr.r oup·ht to be 

incurrec f0r every C017 whj ch a trays , or is <le~troyed by 

t·1il<1 b ea::::ts , or nay even l.! e stolon. " 

The next pRSsa-e is a~~in sigr.ific~t , P.~d the 

exact words are important: 

!To armed porson or force ou{t.ht to bo ctllowod , except 
under :peculi~ eleorly .. definen circnrnstf1Y'cos, to ent~r 
Ks.:ffirla.ndt n:r.d private individuals , i.nclnd.i.n{t trrulers, 
ove.r. U..l'l~IDE"l<l, oueh~ only to l1e nllor:-eo t.o a o so upon 
ter.ns to re agrP.ed i11:pon between the Governor, or other 
competent authority ( 281 ) nr.d tJ:r Kaffir chicffl ~ 

Stoc,-e:nstrom does not here r:tnte tht'.t flO armed force 

at ~11 may ontcr ~~ffirland . He (';:i VOr'l ,.0 detr:tils D..S t 0 

the "peculiar clenrly-dcfinect circumstances," but one 

mn.y presume thD .. t he hml il'1 T"li.!lcl al'Tanremerts S1JOh us he 

had outltndl in the Su.~'""QSti~.ns of 1829 . 

If, o..fter 1.11 th:i.s, the colonists 't'!nro :pltwdereo , 

the Kuf'firn cm,~Cl be :proved t.he a,::{~rcssors, ~nl th c c'J'!icfs 

refu .. sed redre!SP ~.:ncl sntisfnct·trm, the UovP~r.n~ent T11{'ht 

'b~ justifien in r~{';U.lo.rly r oinr, to wa:r. But "to r,ive 

every !'lt:'.fl t·rho hr.s ('~ reo.l or nrete:rded p"I"iev~:111ce a mili-

ta..ry force to fi' O nna nver,f;e his nrm c~tu0e t i~ crou~ to 

account for ovrr~rthin,r; th". t has occurrel:~ r 
11 

( 261) Here is the first s 't\'"':t~ostion in thiR det'lr>n.tch that 
anotm r !:Uthorit~r than tho Governo!' r.1i~ht have the 
reguln.ti:nr~ of tho :fro.!!tior a.:ffo.irs. l ut Stoc1tenstrom 
evidentl y tl id not ~ret ,,.now of the :pro:poscn :1.:p:pointment 
of r>. lieutr:nw .. rt- r;ovcr11or, v:hich Glcncl ,J hnd nentio.ncA 
in his desDatch to D'Urbnn of 26 .1~ .~5 . 
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Stockel"~ strom next cl.enl t v: ith th~ proble"'l of how the 

e;overn!n.ent was to ~vitho.raw its authority fro!!! the K"'..ffir 

tribes beyonc. thE> bou.nd~y without l os il1t': face . He 

outlined. in some detail the li:n0 thn t shoula. bc aclopted 

in tellin,"' the chicffl of the decision of p,overnmcnt -

a line \7hich !"''it~ht be a.d.o:pted "r:ithout even clisa:p:provinoo 

vrh:tt the Governor hP..s done . n Tllc chiefs nhoul•!t "be told 

thgt the object of government was not conquest , but tl':e 

peace n.no prosperity of the <'onntry arrl. its intlepend.ence 

under its chiefs. Si.nce those chi efs hfl.t1. nc1~nowlodP'c{i_ 

thC"' supro!:1a.c;;· of the Drittl.sh GovcrmJer-t, an1 hn.CI. ex:perl-

enced tlhn/c ·!ihey nir•:-ht expect to r··et from ·:nr e.gs.i!')_st it , 

Their 

c Ollntry ::·11Ci. tlw ir il"n epen<len.ce -rronlct be rN~torert t o them, 

but under c~rtn.in 130:nditions denig.ne~ to save the peace 

of the colony as uell as thensolves . These ~.erms the 

government ,·rould 'he :prepared to Cl. i"'C11Sfl vri th the nhief'r, 

wcl any c> ouncillors or advisers tht·it chose to consu.lt . 

The govern.r:1ent nas :prepa.rerl to~ e reasorahlc, co::cilif'tory 

n.r:d libern.J. , 'l.!ld detel"'!!lined to el'!SWe that the I:::!.ffirs 

~hould. have no excuse or provo~atio.n to rcnm·~ hostilities . 

r.rhe tril'"JCs uould rc n.llo~··ef , 1inu.er thest1 cor:O.i tionr. ~ to 

reocc1.1py o.ll t'·e ir lcilld.S "up to the boundary fi',.e0 in 

1019 . " But the r.;over.nment v·ould r0scrv~ tl1e 1' it!'ht to 

estr.blish n11d. Mr.tintnin in thn.t te:r-ritcrt'y such fortr' o.s 

:lt c ansidere ~ necessr;,ry J until it should re ~nt isf'icfl 

thnt t~e chief's could !"'..i:11 woul-1 fulfil their e~'<'a.eements . 

A!lcl it vmuld retain the -pmr'"' r to drive out t,o :l:',_n.ffirs 

D.l to{3ether ~:ma. repossess t,hc \'!hole terri tory if th~ir 
( 262. ) 

conduct compelled it . 

( 262) With this whol e :pnssnf1;e should be co"'lporei! the 
utti tude which Stoc}:e .rntron supr.ested should r.e adopt eel 
towards thE' chiefs Er.no 11.n:l Dot~_n when ) in ve-ry similar 
circumst8.11~~s, they I'Tf're pcrmi ttE'c~. to reoccU::?Y Il o.rts of 
the Ceded To rritor~ ... - '.i',:c si:tnilarit;,· of o.pj_)l'oach will 'be 
i!!lmedintcly apparPnt . ( Sec discussion of Sue.c.estions of 
thfl Co ·miosio_r~er-G,....nernJ suprn p . 114- ) 



.A col'lferf'ncc, Stockenstrom sur;r-.ested , should then 

follow : it shouJ.a. be clearly UJ.J.<lerstood hov! mutual 

aggressions were to be dealt with , nnd the cl1iefs shoul d 

be n.llo···ed to exer~ise the same severity as the eov<?J'n­

r.aent exactei! . Anl then, instf'ad.. of ril'l~istro.tes, vri th 

the consent of the Kuffirs, Residents should be placed 

with +-he :princ irnl c "'11efs - !!le:n "cautiously o electec , " 

to ~.ct as "~onsuls" or "niflisters." All comi!lunications 

with the chiefs c ou.l1:l ro throwsh th~m.; tr·~ders eould 

appen.l to them in ca~es of neces~ ity !:'l.nd 0 isp11te ; those 

who h~1 beer robbed of cattle could. !:1J1ply to th:3m . For 

proof of the r;ood. which prouerly chosen n0n mipht do , 

Stockenstrom referred to the s omewha.t s :imiln.r ~:rork 

:performed by the missionaries Shm7t of t 11e Wesleyan, 

and Ylr iGht , of the London Society. 

"Civilization anl the i:nJlrovement of the cdte of 

the K~ffir l~ws," he ~-serte~ , "co1u0 he more e~sily 

brour;ht about by their menns than by the precipitate intro­

duction of English lro7, o:r. by monns of the bayonet . u 

He went on entln:tsiasticully to SU{!,gest that t he 

Kaffirs 'l1it~ht nlso have such 11 resident neo..r the chief 

offirer of the frontier - tr e son of' n. chief, :perhaps . 

The position woulf.l. nt fir~t be merely nonira.l t 1:nt "1 t 

vTotucl be .ll step'' - he rloes r ot specify t C1.'!'1l"ds nl-tat . 

It is unnece!-'!sary to labour th"' point of the b[1.8ic 

cansi("<te.ncy of the idee~ , expressed in this letter , with 

thos~ formorly cxp~ossod or act ~n upon by StockoDStro~ . 

The only ne\'1 feo.t1~re rr!, ich a:p:p cnrs iB the SU{,~E'stion 

that Residents should be n.:pJ?Oil'l t e<". to act a8 c oY'suls on 

be:balf of the Colo.r-ial Govurnment . It was an iden of 

whl.ch his own prnctical experierco of the V9..lue of the 



missionaries amongst t.b.0 native tribes naturally would 
( 253) 

ho .. ve led him tp ap:vrove. But it ru:;.s not, app9.rently , 

c..Y.l id.es. which hc.d vver occurred. to him. hef ore . 

There are two :pass ible s ourees for it • u:pon -either 

of Yrhich Stockenstron may 11 ave flra..wn. 

the 9o"1merc;iql. _1\.a,rsn:t ic er of ?P. FB't>ruary 18::'>4, Fairbairn 

propos . ...., d. a scheme for a nevr fr 011t ie r pol.ie~r, a:Y.ld ~u;~r~stro , 

amo11~0> rnnny other thin~~ , the sta tio:nlrg of a Bri ti. sh 

resident or constu ot s~e conve~ient spot in Kaffirlana . 

to protect Britis~ interests and keep open n constant 

communi eat ion 'he t ween the ehiefp. and tb e c olOl'linl 

f,'OYC'r.nme.nt . 

throw:;h hin to the chiefs 'U'ld. it 1:roultt be his 1~usin.ess 

to sec strict just ice dofl.e retvreen ther1 . r/hon cattle 

i'!<'re stolen fror'l th0 colo fly, or rtl'l.Y outrage committed 

'by the Kaffirs, on the colo.tli9.1 eid.e of the bounfl .,.,ry , 

not ice shoulCl 1>e tri'.YJS"ni tted to him., !1rll 'hy him. to the 

c hicfs t t·.rho shoulcl then detect the tr,ieves an.d :rn~e 
{ :164) 

r0clress .. 

Fairbairn's vrhole scheme vms fully n:p:pr ovea by Dr . 

:Philip , in a lotte r v::hich he wr ote to D 'Urban on 13 More h 

1834 - in fact~ rqa:n~r of the ia ens, if not a ll, were 
( 265) 

probG.bly :Philip ' s su,.c;p·estions. 

The S1.J.ef'estio.n of the n.:p:point!"lel"t of co.r>sular nr:ents 

vms, hm•.reve:r condemned. by tJ1e Rev. VI . Boycn f vrhom the 

Governor col1Su.lteC!. at the e:r.d. of Harch 18:')4 . He a:rrprove:l , 

indeed., of the :principl0, l'·ut pointed out that. in :practice, 

it woulti 'he very d.ifficul t to find. sn.J.tahle ~en , rt !Yl 

these civil age.neies mig11t i'l E'll cla.f.lh with the mi11tr.ry 

(263 ) Vide infra pp .:a9sff :for disct1ssion. of his evidence 
011 misBionaries . 

(264) l'rinted in A:p:pe!ldix to A, C. minutes, :P • 695 . The 
date o :f the extract is here given as 22 .2 .35, rut this 
is incorrect. 

( 265) Sec :E'bili:p to D 'Ur11a11 13 . 3.34 . A..,.C . 1"l:tnnte~ , 
.A~:penclix t p . 6.93. l).9.per delivered in on 15 JuJ1e 1836 . 



The missionaries were the ideal persons 

to act as such n-eents, 'but S't:teh d.itties woult:l teYJd to 

secularize their position ~.nl could not be und.erteJ:en 
(266) 

by them. 

The Rev. w. Shavr , on the other hn.l'i!., m~il.e a su{';~st-

ion for a resident agent, almost ident icR.1 to that ar 
Fairbairn, in a scheme for f'r ontier settlement, in the 

form of an o:pen letter to the Earl of Abemec>~, f:Uld ~1hich 
(2b7) 

he ~uoted in his evidence on 7 Aue1wt 1835 . 

It seems :probable that l;his la8t wa;- the source of 

Stockenstrom's suggestion . For, if he had seen Fair-

bairn's article in 1831.: - a.YJ.d. he we-ts as likely to have 

approved of his :proposal tl:en n..s in 183e. - he 1.'Jou.lct surely 

h'l:ve made such 9.. su..C(r-:estion in his letter to Spring..Rice 

on 5 rove:mber 1834 . 

It is very :possible that Stoclte:nstrom, in preparinp,­

his letter to Gl enel e in January 1836, vrot1.ld. have con­

sulted vrrrious natnrial, as indeed this nmv feature 

suggests that he had. clone . .And. there ·were of course, 

al:1Y- :number of peorle in the eie~hteen-twert jes both 

q_u~lifi: d f!.nd unqualified., who were only too ready to 

tell the Cape Government what it should do about the 
{268) 

Eastern frontier. Ma:r.w of these schemes have D'e~.tures 

in common with each other, n..l:rl YJ'ith the :plan suggested 

by StockPnstrom . By any or all of them he mny have 

( 266 ) See Re:l!l~Jcs on the best means of preservi11}! tbe 
peace of the olonio.l Frontier. borcleriYJ,.~ on Ca~fre.rit~H 
in a lett0r Bfid.ressen to Sir :Benjamin D'Urba.n , over nor 

of the Colony of the Cape of Good Tio:pe , written at his 
Excellency's req_uest Mtt..rc h 31st 1834 by William B. Boyce, 
Wesleyan Mir-~sionnry . .A ,C. ·minutes, J!• 180. 31.8.~5. 
(a:o:peno.ix· to evid.enoe of T. Ihilipps). 

(~67J Q. 664 . A.C. minutes , n . 57 . 7 . 8 . ~5 . Fo . 5 . 
(268) To recapitluate only those alrc~dy elsmvh~re re­

ferred. to : :Philip, Fm rbairn t Godlonton, Sbs.vr, B o;rce ; 
nlso Suxe-B~m1ister (see his evide!r.e Q. 151l3, 31 . 8 .35); 
and of course, aey number of corres:ponc1.ents in news-

papers ; A.F. Bruce and others less notorious. 



204 . 

( 269 ) 
been influenced. But it should 'be clear :from the i'ore -

e;oinr: disr.ussion thet , except in the ~ntter of the consu-
0 0 

l rr ne!'nts , Stockenstron , in 'l:'.'r:i:tjnr· to Gle:r.elt'-"' , rn~~s 

bn~d!1f' his pl '111 u:pon those idc:1s wf!ich he hm1 lo.nr: bc­

licvea , from hi~ own experience, to 1:e the llf1f1t . 

A detailed di~cusnion of the stntcm~nts of frontia­

:policy made by St.oc1ren~trom in evidence hefore th0 Com­

!!li ttcc in 1836 woul0. 10~d to 1umecesoary recn.J>ltul '\tion . 

r·o featbres nppe<tr trere which he had not referred in 

o...'l'!.cl diecus1:1efl t ei thcr in the 1 etter to Sprinp;-llice in 

1834, or in the plnn ·-;hich he outlined to Glenelg in 

J rmuro-y 183G . 

Durin~ January , he had several interviews with 

Glenelc, duri..l'lg ~·rhich the mni.n i'eatUTes of the "Gle.nelt': 

s;ystem" vrerc :pr obnbly discns f'cff [l.!!d. wor1ccd out . On 

5 Februnry 1836 , Stoc1-:c11strom ... ·:r.s officially i.nf omea. 

of his a:p:pointr:1e 11t o ..... Licute nant- Gove:rnor, n.nd f"iVeY' f"' • 
. ( 270 ) 

copy of' Glenclp's (l_es!latch to D' Urbnn of 2t::> Decenber l.835. 

This co11tainec! nn outline of the policy Gl~nelt': interdcC' 

thr Lieutc mnt- Governor to follow . Upon his instructions 

( 269 ) Had. Stoc1reH'l«1·:r OPl o.ny idetl. t.ha t l:hilip had at one 
st::tee helC. this vie\'1 on the Question of inc arporo.tion: 
"I Ah01.1ld h:1ve .t'O objection to s '"'e the nholC" country, 
from the Y...eiskrt.mmn to the Kye , or even fro'Tl the Keis­
ka.rnma to Deln.r;on. nny, included \oiTitr,in the liT!lits of the 
colony, on the I>lM adopted by the ancient Romans , 
w11ich lea. the?n to spread thcmsel ves and. thr ir ins ti­
tutio:ns over the countries whinh Enlb~itte0 tot.heir 
govc T'l'll?lent • 

The Brit ish Govo r'1Tle rrt ni ~ht ion this "~:m..y pr eve 2. 
Gl"G~.t blossin ,_ to Af:ric,, as it he.'"' been to In~oin; 
nnl nan.rly nll the cl-)infr--: in Ca.ff'raria. and nll the 
:people, nnd al1!1ost all tho chiefs on ov.r 1"~'orthcrn 
frontier nnd. tho :people would. 1· e rejoiceo at tho 
ad.o:pt ion of sue h a mo!.'lSUl'c by the British GovC"lt' nr1e1,t • • • " 

If he had , he does not on em e1re r to have allov.rett 
his viewA to be infln.encc0 by it . Phi-iip to D 'U:rl~m. 
13 . 3 .34~ a:p:penlix to A. ,C . ninutos p . 693 , Delivered 
in to Committee 15 . ~ . 187,0 . 

( 270) Glernlg to D'Urban . 2o.l2 , 35 . In Par i•owt. ~r 
:Papcrn on Ce.ffre Vhr . J.e~t.. ( ~n:perinl Blue Book . 
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us Lieutenunt-Govornon~ Stookenstro~ ~ouohsafed no 

cocrments in evidence, saying merely that he hod seen 

them in such n form that he conlcl not a:ppe'll to then , 

but that they were full and ample, P.nd. ouch as wo1.U.d 

remer his office efficient far the :purposes fer VTl:ich 
( 271) 

it vms inte r.ded . Behind the score~ , ho~·1eve r , Stocke :n-

strom hw r.mch to say al1ou.t the 9th clo.use of t!-e pro-
( 27~ ) 

posed rulen for the r-uid.ancP of the Lien.te :ra.nt-Gover nor -

n clause r1hich in 1 tse lf reve·"ls th ~ nbysma.l cle:pths of 

poor Glenelg's ier,orance of the ~tate of tho ~~stern 

Frontier of tf:>.e Cape . For he therein lo..id i' or:n thor 

rrno Europeru1 or Hottentot, or a.cy others but Ca.ff:r'e s" -

the Kat H.i ver Hottc ntotf.l a11.d r.ll Christi an te~1Chcrs 

c 
exepted - iW:~re to ~e allowed to settle "east of the 

1\ 

Groa t Fish Hiv('r" - a T('V,')rsiOl1, in otl'l..er \. m·~d8, to tm 

tou:na. "~r:~ of 1 '77B . On n lf.o"U"c h 1836, ,)tockonotro1:1 wrote 
( 273 ) 

to sot Glenelg r i~h t on this matter. rre pointed out 

tha t the Fish River. had at no t imc formed the bouna.a:ry 

of th,... colony for any ~eftter extent of its eou..r~e 

thM from i ts mouth to Estorhuize ' s I>oort , dCY:ln to 

which !JOint it ran thToueh the centre of the Somerset 

district . It had h ed n sent of m~~strncy (Cradock) 

on its cnst b~ ever since 1813. And. 1.mrlor tho au.<:1 .. 

picos of the Government, durinr~ the ruJ.e of both Lord 

Chnrl es .Somerset '1..nd Sir Lovrry Cole, numbers of settlers 

bud been ern.tl.ted lam in the UpiJer part of thf' Ceded 

(2'71) Q_ 2009- 2011. ~ .c. minutes, p . 2~5. 2f . 2 . 36. 
The quost inn a.s to the na ture of his instructions 
\;a..R !l.Sked a propos of his havin-" claimen. th~t much 
evil a.rose from the abst>l1ce of s:p19cif:tc instructions 
to himsPlf ns Cotre"1isr::ioner-.C·emm1 . 

( 272 ) Glenelr- to )) ' Ur1Jan. ~s· .12 .35. 
( 2'73 ) Stock cnstr001 to Glcnole . 8 . 3 . :?e~. Printed in 

I>nrl, 1' o.pe rs , Cn!'f're War 1837, :p:p . 3 - 4 . Wh n t 
follovTS is a hrief' resume of Stockenstrom' s main :points . 
Thef'le are supr.ortet:l by r0.ferenccs to relevant des:Pntches, 
ani considerable aetnil , in tho actual letter. 
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Territory. An attempt, 'Py orcler of thr.- Home Government, 

to hn:ve these settl0rs remo'1rcd , duri' e Brmr:Ve ' s o.dninistra­

tion, :prover1 impossible , ::-..ncl they were aftcrwf:l.rds c on-

firmea. in their ~ants • Stockcnstl'om \7cnt on to :point 

otJt at length t:1o com:plicfltions 't''hich 1:rould arise should 

nn ntt('m:pt be mfl.d.o to dislodr,e e.:ny of these settle,. s , 

.wd left it for Giie.oolc; to consid.er whether "encron.ch­

oonts u:pon. tho territory between the t'''O snid. boUJ"~o.,'r'fes , 

uhich have reen 'M"llie V'ith t.he S"'nction of the loc·tl 

(;(JlTO r.nme nt" T:roul(l r"lo t s iM:PlY h we to 'h c ooccrpted n.s 
( 274 ) . 

irrer.1ediable at that stage . lie add.ed , h o'I.'Tcver , thnt 

t.he s~e difficu.l ties clid :not "':P:PlY to thn t :part of the 

Cede~ Territory E~st of the Fish River , up to its junction 

\'lith the Kn.t River , a.l"'d. Eru~t of the Kat up to Fort Beau-

f'ort , s inne u.:p t o t hn. t tim0 , a:=; far ~s he 1r.ncw , n o c olo:n-

ist of any class hnd obtained mtthori ty to settle in 

that oroa . 

Stockf":nstl~om ' s arr~uments eJppear to have c Ol'lvincod. 
( 275 ) 

Glenel g. O.n ?.9 March he forrmrdec1 o. CODY of Stockenstror.t ' s 

( ~74 ) Godl onton ' n cn~ent on this , n~ late ns 1855 , is 
c ha.racteristic : " As thts sweep of te:rri t OT"J wo1il.d h-;.ve 
embrnceN his own extcmive estn.t0 o-r Ua.as~tror.1 , as wel l 
:1s the fertile districts of' the Kona:p , Kat ancl Ha.nca­
zana, it is no vrond.er 1il1Pt Capt . Stocb..,nstrom war:~ 
awakened to th<> inex:pediency, not to say dnn-""Cr , of such 
a :proc0cc.i1'1p:, or tm t he should mn.ke an e-Pfort to di ­
vert the Colo11ial Uinister from cn.rryin(" into effect n. 
:project so inimical to his~ interests . " (Sec R. God­
lent on : Sunshine am- Cloud. , .be ;\,ne f:l.n eXDo8ition of the 
revcrsR.l 'K he D' r'h n S• stem b Lieut - v . · 

n i Andre s to e ., :B t . ah'"~.mstov:n ~855, ). 
( 275 he :pnssage nnot~a in 2V4-J supro., har1 u :footl'!ote 

c:_uotine D. lettf' r from \'1 ,Southey, of Groaff ... l~e inet , on 
this !)Oint . Accord inc: to Southci,r, St0ckenstrom assert-ed 
that the only argune:n.t ~1hich hro rc"tlly carried weir-:ht 
with Glonel.~ P...nd prevented htm from abruilo.rinF the 
vrhole of tho Ceded •re~nritory, was Stockol'lsixonb pointiJ:¥; 
out that the bound.n;vy tlion~ the Kat ·was a shorter line 
of defc11ne and vroula. bo less ex-pensive to maintain. 
Stock~1strom had. told. Southey thn~ t he had "the e:rerttest 
:possible difficulty" in prAventin."-' t 11e ab"lrrl.oning of the 
whol e of the Ceaed Territo~r . Southey ~.ueiries Stocl':er -
strom ' s assertion t in the li{~ht of the t·wo desnntches 
c itefl ~ 11ut there d oes .not SP.em n.ny rr:>a80l'l for doubti!lB 
thnt Stockcnstr om pc>rhn.:ps han to usc otre r argu"'len ts 
beside thosr- in the l etter of 8 . 3 . ~6 , before Glenel~ 
finally rll'oto to D ' Url"~a.n on ~9 . 3 . ::1n , 
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letter to D'Urban f or his consideration , sayi~1 that 

he fUlly recognized tho necessity of makin~ due pro­

vision ~or the protection of all those settl ements farmed 

sLllec 1 81 9 ; of the cxi~tence of wh.ich he ho..d not be en 

npprizeo_ when he ":~Tote on 26 Dece"riher 1835. On tre 

srfuject of Stoc1IDnstrom's :proposed line of clomarcation , 

G-l enelr; su,r.;gcsted th<1 t the (lUestion mir~ht "tie nore remily 

determiner! by Stockenstrom nna D 'Urht?.n in conjun~tion, 
( 276) 

after Stockenstrom's arrival ut the Cape. 

Muc h emphaf::is is often laid u.:von t!l.e sup:posed in­

flucroe of Stockenstrom r.mcl his evidence nron Lor~ Glen-
( B77) 

el~.;. But the f'aot t~at, but fer Stockenstror1 ' s oon-

clns ive arg1une nts antl influ.once Glenel~~ in his i gnorance 

~'li."'bt nell ht.wc insisted. u~pon the a.barrl.onment of tre 

entire Cccleo_ Toni tory , hns sclrlom been empha.s izcd, 

either by his c o:ntemport.trief-! or by lnter histor :Ions . 

The ~cstion of Stocken~tro~ Y s influcrce u~on 

Stoc:-enstrom a!li 

:Philip are normallW c itc(1 ns htw in,~ :played. the 1 arr,est 

:pfU"t i!l the mould in~,.,. of Glenel p, ' s i d.eas , "f'.rticnl arly r.t.s 

expresncn in the despatch of 25 December 1835 . I n the 

ve -r.-y first ins~ume, to ta.Jce a minor J.)oint , it is hardly 

credible tr..a t l"..nyone who had. paicl the attention ~;rbddh 

Glenelg is allcee0 to h~e done t o Stookenst~om ' s eviaence 

could .f11il to be aw~re of the exir·tence of lar~e numbers 

of Euro:pean settlers in the Oed.ed Territory on the 

( 276 ) Glene~~ to D'Drbar. No . 47. 29 .~ . 3G . 
1'2rli8TlC~tary :£lr:t-per::, . Cf'.;f'frc Wr-; . 18?l7. :P:P • 1- ~. 
In tho lH'~'ht of these tvro o_et:"patchoA, one is nt a loss 
to 1':'now upon w·hat a.uthori ty Unn. !Jon{~ mn1;es the statement , 
( u J)ropon of Stoc1-:cm~trom ' s all Qo:ed desire to pb.oe the 
Hottentots as a barrier betnec.n Africal'l nnd Eu.ro:pcn.n 
frcn the Katberg t o the Clea ) that "Lord Gle!lel~ , refused 
to nllow this , f'..:rxl insisted th:t t :rei the r Euro:pcnr.s nor 
IIotte ntots should 1:1.vc in th 0 neutral Tc'~"ri tory , " 
(See .9hroniclc of JeremiAh ~lgwwa;tp, II·, Intra . xvii • ) 

( 277 ) e .e; . hy J . II . Yalo..n , E . t ockenf~trom, Dr . S . J!-. .IT . Gie , 
Prof . J.L.l! . Fra.ncken, M.A.s. G:rundlinp.h. See Cnn;p I 
f or referf'nC€)8 . -
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Western side of the !Cat, Nor would anyone strongly 

U..l'lcler the influence of Stockenstrom's ic1eae hc:ve :proposed 

a bound.a.ry otht>r than t11at of 1819 for the colony . On 

thf' other hc:ncl~ !1~'stunil1f:t a~ is usually done , th!tt 

Glcnele brouf.'ht to his study of the evirlence certain 

proconcoived ineus, nnd tended to select only those 

fe a turcr.; which coincide<"~ r.rith his o:pi:nions, there are 

several points v111ich a:Dr.enl" both in Stocke.nstror,1 's evi­

clerne ancl in Glenelg's d<F·pn.tch of 26 December 183f,. 

These are, b~ciefly: the 'belief that all um'!ise :policy 

on th€' part of the e ove I"".ament to:n~.l\ls the Kaff'irn on 

the Eo..stern Frontier~ ovnr a :perio(l of many years , had. 

:pro0.uco-d d.isconte rrt among them; the convict ion th~ t the 

roprisr::.l syste1!l of takin ~ Kn.ffil" co.ttle , with its atteml-

ant ev·:Us , \70.0 at the root of' frontier a ist11rba:r.ces; an 

objectio.n - upon vrhatevc:r r.;:r ou.nd.s - to iihe e:.~der.tS:i.on of 

British authority over the chiefs beyond the colonidl 

boTd e.rs ; the o:pinion thn.. t the m1thori ty o'f the Kaffir 

ehiefs should 'bo recoe:nized. • ruil th~:tt it vms possible to 

come to arrru~ {l;eme!lts . with them by means o:? tr0n ties; 

the io.ea t h'l t refl.re"'S for c1 eJ.)l"eo.ntions coulcl he son,t!1 t 

f'".l'om the chiofs f?l'ld thn.t c onse(luently the re-prisal system 

estn.rlisood by Somerset could nni sho111c1. 1"~e abolished.; 

the :plan of embod;:-lil1{~ in clearly l.efinal treaties tre 

meo.m of :rcdre ~· s for p,r ieva..nces on 'both s ia.es, the s..rea.s 

of lnn<l to rrhich each of the Kaffir tribes vrere entitleo, 

M el th~ nature of the rela tions uith and cleeree of re-

s:ponsibilit~T to the British Government of chie:fs .~t llm"Je(l 

to r es ide \'ri-'hin the coloni '!.l l)ountlaties; una the need 

fo:r o. SYJ?ervisinc: authority on the frontier . 

:But to 1 -:y too much 8treRs on the simila.rity of 

Stoc1':enstrom 's nnd. Glenelr;Ts itl.eas on- 1h ese :poj.nts , is 
many of 

·to igrore the fqct that they P.re po:i.nts oni\t'll>ich the 
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( 278 ) 
South African YJi tnesses c on~urr~.?ct . All those with 

vlhom the onestion of the toJ-.:inr, ovGr of the Ceded Terri­

tory is discus sea, for i.nst.J.nco , n.grcc thnt the lnnd 

r.':le tLe :possE-"ssion of the kffirs ( thoU{:"h it hr>Ji not 

a1rm .. ys teen so) f"J'I...B that Gaika han ro rir,ohii to code it • 

. ,:ost :put the irritation on the part of th'"' Knfi'irs , nnl 

f:Lw.lly +he irruption of 1834 - 35, (I' ovm to the vn.c i l lnt­

in~ policy of th,.. t:ov~rnne.nt \1 1th r~"~nrd. to tl1eir ric·ht 

Shr-.\1 in pa.rticulrrr-

col'ls id.e· od. D ' Urban 1 s li~r :policy "n. very injudicioug 

r:;.nd 6.is11.dv~tn[.eous mensure . n 

sui t3.bili ty of the n om..,.,ando system a:ncl the da.ne;er of the 

i't"nocent 1:eing punished f or the mJilty , r,s a resul t of 

t.he pr~ctices of the ~affirs th~~s0lves ; thong~ not nll 

o..:--ree ns to tr..e abuses of the system by the 11ur!."herc , 

or tho IJOsr itili ty of a;pplyin ; ar.w other method . ?.fest 

of the witner;ses - Aitchison is a.r: exception - r'"Tce thnt 

t :: r uty arro.n:e'!!ents ··.;i th tr: e ·K..'lffi r chiefs r:onld be 

:pra.etienrJ. e . ·1:nd. uaeful. And all concur as to tho neen. 

for an authority on the El!,Ot to supe rv in£ fro.n.t ie r e.ff!ltr A, 

thour·h they d.iffer ar-:· to ·rJ10th0r 1 t should be c i vil or 

milital"Y• 

The 'blnme for Glenel g ' s ur:br..ln..ncer opinio~a of the 

enormities :porpetratea. l)y the colonists upon the o.bori{'j­

irlos ca.."l'ffiot , hovleVf;r, be l aid u, on the witnenses b efore 

the Ooruni ttcc in 1835 . For there i~ ~enernl agreeMent 

( 278) For tl~is general imprnr.~Si("ln of tho eviden0e of 1835, 
soc the evidence of the South Africa!' wi tn esscs, 11nssim : 
(1) Ca:pt . n.s . Aitchison: (t . 1- 207; 435 - 450 . 
( 2 ) Thomn.s J?Jdl i -pps : Q . 301 - 3~3; 324 - 434; 
874 - 964; lu34- - 154c; . ( he sul: .1i tted Boyce ' f' schcl!le 
for frontier policy). 
( 3) Roy . Vi . Shaw : Q . 59f - 762; 10~2 - 10 71; 
10 99 .. 11P.9. ( subni tted ·frontier scheme ). 
(4 ) \'/illir-.Jnl>nTJ~er : Q . 453 - 518 . 
(5 ) Capt, Spill er: Q. 763 - 873 . 
( 6 ) Uajor \'1 . JJ . Dtwcl.ns: Q . 1130 - 1~9(1 . 
( 7 ) Capt . R. Blakeman : Q. 1297 - 1379. 
( r ) Capt , Charles Rnd:ford: Q , 1430 - 1514-, 
( 9 ) Saxe Ba~~ister: Q. 1515 - 1533 . ( sub~itted fro~t~r 
sehei!le . ) 
(lO)Stocrenstrom . 
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r:ith Stock:nstrom's view that, thowrh i n a lvrcc com­

munity , unplcrtsant c}1 aract~r~ must be ex:pectccl., the 

coloniots as n. \hol e r'Tr-·re lrv!-!"~bidirg n.nl by no mo~m.s 

c~l guilty of cr :l.."!lcs against the ratives . :Philipps , 

Du11d.as nnd Sb.8\"l in :particul nT , de fore the colonists 

Some witl,esf'.10S admit the possible existeroe 

of irrepularitics. But it is true th,.t only St oclren-

strom ~ives concrete insta~es, I n tlus rPspect , 

Stockcnetrom's eviC.ence T'!t:IY l1c se.iCt to h .... ve l ent more 

ru:pport to Fn:i.lip ' s cri t icisn of the repr isc.l system , 

\'fi1ich :Buxton had. brou~ht to Glenel~'s notice, than 

th .... t oi' other witnesses . This ~'!af' , c:f courso, the 

1ror:nel of the C-g:ahq,m'e Town Joltrpg.l ' ~ griev~nce against 

Stockcnotrom.. But it must l)e borne i.n n111~-· thet'· , n.s 

has ~lroqdy 1)ce:n demonstrated , the:."' is n!llplc :proof in 

Stockenstron ' ~ evidence th~t he did ~ot deli~cratP-ly set 

out to blwk~,n "!;he colonists in f,'enel"tl.l, ns the Jou.r11t:~l 

ir1:plioo. . :J.is o trict <n-os trere not intc nieci. to a)?:pl y to 

the :fron.t ier colonists as a '''hole .. !Iaa Glc1"1elg !"'a.o.e 

!l tborou{;.h study of StocJ:enstro:n 's evidence •:1hc!1 he 

\Trote the Dcccm1Jcr a.es:po.tch, he must surP-ly h3.ve been 

t:l.wa.re of thi!"~ . It soe~ therefore , t1n~.t, 1'1hile benrin~ 

i n nind the :possibility tht.t 13u""{ton used selected extracts 

fro:n. Stoc]wnstrom ' s evi dence to dr ivc home :Philip ' s 

i deas , one should bo w~cy of exagger!:l.tine: the e;eneral 

influe .roe of S·tockenstrol:! ' s o·-rn ideas u:pon Glenele in 

1835 . 

It will hc:vc boo ome ~l0ar fr o:-.1 the prr>'~tio1.1:3 clis­

cu.ssion thu t , :p:r.ior to his rr.-:point:ncnt ns Licutr· )")['.l'lt ­

Govc Jnor t Stockcnstrom d iJ. rot voj ce a.r...,y ider.s which 

ce..n with just ii'icr.tion be r~ ey;nrdr.d. a.s utterly foreie·n 

to his :previous state":lents or prn..ct ice .. The n e~~ec to 
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·which those id.eas mny hf-lve e ni.neideG Yri th the plans 

Gle:nele 1~·ould. have t'rished to s0e carried out , i.e the 

measure of the sympathy ·which hro e..lwa.;;s exis tea. betrTeen 

StJocke11str O:!U. ' s vie1'1S n.nc1 those o :r the phil!l:nthrop1.sts. 

But, when i t onme to n.ctu....'ll discussions n.s to the :POlicy 

·to be carried out on the Enstern Frontier, cl. i d. Stoc1:-en­

strom then pTosti tute his principl es to se-rve G1ene 1~' s 

purpose ~-n''- retain his fc.vour? Thj.s was ccrtn.ir.1y the 
( 279 ) 

opjinion of those op:posed to StocJ-<-'nstrom ' s tre'1. ty systc-m • 

VIi thout eMb n.rJdn t; upon o. d.is<nws ion of that system , 
( 280 ) 

certain F.P,rnernl O .. eductions may perhaps be Mr.de . 
( ~Al) 

I f the treaty vrith the Gaika tribes be taken ns a 
-· basis for ctiscussion, cortrdn fe".tures , which one V!O'l.lld 

expect to bear the stn.mp of Stockel'l..strom ' s approval, 

emerge clearly. These nay be briefl y sUP.mled up: thG 

botmd.nry of 1019. very cl Of'"rly d.efir.ed. , marked ,·rith 

lxacons , ~nd. pnintec1 out to all the cl">.iefs , \ms to be 

( 279 ) And , of 0 our~e , of such 1a ter hist orin.ns ns Then.l 
o.x•d. :Prell E!r'. See chap . I . 

( ns0 ) .A: cl.iSCUS"ion· of the uctnn.l wor1~1l1fl' of the treaty 
systPM ~ ef @eu~e. falls outside th~ scope of this 
thesis . The 0UCP:tjon of tho int0r~r0.tation of the 
trc"'.tie~ is fr nurh t ''lith virtuall y insupora'ble Ciiffi­
cul t ies , and r PMEdns one of the problems o :f South 
.:\.fricw. history yet to be tn.cklc·-'~ in its entirety . 
To a.p~prcciate the a i fficul ty , one has only to com:p!lre, 
for inf't.,.r.:ec , th c din.metrica.lly· op-poseii oninions of 
t v; o t:ritnes ses, both corJ.petent to jud:~e : C,'L . Stretch; 

( rncmorardu.m on the St eke m Treat S stcf:'l l?retoria . 
publis hea by -perr~ission of J . • G u b bin!O • a.YJ.d· 
w. Boyce ( Notr.s on South Africa~ Af~~ir~, Lennon, 1839 .) 

( 281 ) Tr en.ty ent~red irto 1Jctr.reen Andries Sto£ker-strom, 
Escn, ire , Lieute l'lflll~ -Governor of t"'l r E ' Stern iyision of 
the Colony of the p;pe of Good Ho~e , on t.ha pn.rt at' IIif' 
Bri ta11nic lfa;iesty, f!Xlcl the KRfirriefs of the TribQ 
of Gn.iJ<:a , . . . 
See Kafir Tribes. "Copies or Extracts nf Co'l"rQSTl'\t'ld.-

m . rol ~tive to tho Knfir Tribes r :n~en thr -r ~, rs 
l837 nnd 1845 . r nered to 1·-c :pr i.n.tec1 ~3 June 1851, 
:p:p . 2 - 7 . (Heme£' orth o ite0. e.s Tro!:'ltY rri t.h the Gr.d.kF'l, 
tribes. ) 
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ae?.knowledged by nll :pn.rt ics as the boundary bct':1e en the 
( 282) 

Colony and Kaffirland. The chiefs renouncen nJl claims 

they may ever ho.ve had over t erritory West of the defined 

boundo.ry, am accepted any terri tol"y which trey !!lieht 

be o.llowed. to occupy West of the bound.D.ry as n r1ark: of 

favour on tho part of His ll~_jesty, a!l.ci a lon.n held UJ10l1 
( 283 ) 

cert ain terms, incorpor'lten in q_ treaty . U:pon this 

ba.sis the chiefs ''Jr·re a.dmi tted to en rt'l.in specified. and 

defineo areas in tho Ceded Terri to .... y; the :i.r full a:r:!d. 

hereditary s overei{"nty over these nrens i'Ta f' to 'he reco.C'I'­

!'l.izecl.; anl the British GoveriJment ,·,ou10. in no vm.y exer­

cise its ri:~ht of dominion there , except in the cnf:le of 
( 284 ) 

hostility , v1~r or 'breach of the tre'lties . · In this 

terri tory His Majesty rc>served the r:ighll to hnilc1 .-...n<l 

man forts , D.r.rl to appropriate the necess·-.ry lam rounl 

these forts for their use , as also a~ noccss~r,y faciltt -

ies or matr·r·inls in the tPITi tory. The troops ~.nd othCTs 

c o.rnectcd rri th thP. forts vrere to h11v(.) free r. l'K~ ur.tramolle:'l. 
( 285) 

:nossa{;e between the colony and the ;post:::: . The erea. 

markecl off far the colonists in the Ced.er Terri tary 

embraced. all the areas i n which c olo::nists h£1ii ohtni ned 
( 2.86 ) 

any ri~"'ht'S to scttl e pl"ior to D 'Ur'ban' s arral"r:ementB . 

There vrere carefuJ. o.nd. strict rP~lln.tions ns to the 

cond.i tions under wh...:lch individu.."l.ls, either colonists 

or Kc..ffirs, n ou10 erose the l)ounct.q,r ies , n.nd. a c le'"' r l y 
(287) 

defined pnss system. No British subject thus obtain-

ing porrn.ission to enter Kaffirland. oould do so armeo, 

exceJ?t \'dth the C0!1oent of the ama:pt='Jcati or chief; C'-l'lo 

( 282 ) Tre '"' t~r Yi 1th the Gaik~ Tribes. Art . ~. ( p . ~. ) 
It is .r.ot clenr vrh!: .. t Una onP' mnA.:ns vrhen nhe P:ays 
that Stockenstrom again made the Great Fish the Ca pe 
Frontier. ( Chronicle of Jeremiah Goldsvm.in, II, 
I ntra . J? • xviii.) 

( ( 288) I big . Arts 5 fl:nfl 6 . ( J! . ~. ) 
... ( 889" ) Ibid • Arts • 3 'l.XJ d 4 ( p • 2 - 3 . ) 

( 285 ) Ibid. Art . 7. ( :p . 7> .), and. Art . 15. ( p . ~' .+ 
( 286 ) Ibid. Art . e. 
(287) lpid. Arts . 14, 15 , 21, 22 . 



213 . 

(288 ) 
no Ka:ffi:r could. enter the colol'lY armE)tL .A Brltish 

su.l'j ect who entered. Kn.ffirlElnd. u:ncler circumstances 

oth0r than. those d.efim r. in Articles 14 , !¥1 15, i . c . 

either trith u :pro:per pa.~s or under the regulations for 

those co:-1nected vr.i.th th~ milit~ry posts . did. so at his 

m·•11 risk n :rr1. 'l.'.rao to 11e considered. as tl.llder the lm:Is of 
(289 ) 

t:rw Kaffirs a.s lo.r>p: as he r eno.ined in their tciTitory. 

lf he co~~itted a crime . e.r>~ esc~ped out of Kaffir terri­

tory, the rccifl.ent ap:ent shouJ.c1 exert h:i.mself t o have 

the mA.n :pu..Ylishcd by the Brit ish ~ourts <1.l'rl redress ob­

t,ai.necl for tll e Ka:ffir ac;f;T·ievea ~ in the same way an 

rc.'~re s s sho,J~d 1"-e SOlP·ht in the co.se of a :iritish subject 
( 290) 

wronger by a K~fi'ir . Ant Kaffir found West of the 

bou.nd.A.ry ~.·rithou.t a pass should, in the first of:f'C'roe , 

be deliverea over to the :ner~rest of the amn:pukati , nho 

sho'Lllo. S"' l'ii. him to the chief~ , l'!ho were to vle0."'e thei!l­

selves to r:tmish the offc:n::ler n.lx'i preve11t s11.ch er~ronch­

ments u})on c oloP5.a l teri'i tory; on. the eec onct offence , 

·l:iht-! off'cncler shouJ..d l·e seized an0 punishoo. und.er the 
( 291) 

colonial va{•ra.nt laws . 

The cl~tuses provid.inp for the estublisment of 

r<:>sid.ent D."'cY.lts with the c'h.iefs J s.:ti.l "nmapakati" or 
. ( 29~) 

native ro:prE'lsentA.tives on the 'borcl.ers J W~""I'C , of co ursn, 

ncm features 't'lhich had. hoon su'(<::~eo.<ted 'by StocJce:nstrom in 

his le ~:te r of 7 Jn.:nuary 183f· . Tn e "aro.a:pakati" d.eveloped 

prosruna rly from his tentative su"'ecstion that the chiefs 

should appoint reA iCl.ents near the chief officer o:n 1h e 

frontier, Both tho re8 idents rtrrl the ama:po.kat:t had an 

ir.1:portant role to pl oy in the arran.(,l'ernents made for the 

( 2f38 ) Ibid. 1 Arts .• 14 , 21 , 
{ 289) Ibi~l t Art . 16. 
( 290 ) ~ Art . 20. 
( 291) bid. . Art . 2:? . 
( 292 ) ll;!;Ld. . Arts : 10 ar d 11 . 
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recovery of stolen cattle , contained in Articles 23 , 2A 

The amn.pa.'lr.ati i'fere to be responsible to their 

chiefs~ ana their duties i'Tere defined as: "to keep a 

good and constant understandin~ with the comman:ling 

officer of the nilitary :post on the colon1'3.1 side of the 

boundary •• • ner.xest to their sn.:lit residences , n.v.rl. t o 

do everythinr: in their pm·rer to :pr event inroails or 

agt~essions , either on the part of the Colo1)ists against 

the Kafirs ~ or of the K~firs ap:ainst th~ Colonist~ . " 

The a(!ents vmro to ~.ct purely :i.n a d. iplomntic CaJlac i ty, 

ar.d all representations to or arainst the Knffirs f'r om 

colonial sources, or on the part of the Kaf~i~s to the 
( 293 ) 

colonial c;overnmcnt, were to go thr'o~~h them . They 

were to maintain thE rirfits of both :prrtiPs inviolate 
( 294 ) 

and see to the redressi.nc; of wrongs on both sides . 

And in the event of a British subjec t a~pearin~ before 

a lCaffir tribunl.ll for trial , he could. demand the presence 
. . 

of tho ac;ent • wbo c oulo., if necessary, spet"l..k d>:n behalf. 
( 295 ) 

of the accuse<3 . I t seems th.<:J.t StocJ!::en!-1+ro:m adhered to 

th ~ o:piniofl tJlt:l.t the work of the ar;ents c OlJ~(\. vrell he 
( 296 ) 

h!:~.n:llea by missionaries - in :practicP, both as Landdrost 

r.tnl. Co:m.missioner- Gemra.l, he hf'f! :proved. tl'le i:r value :1n 

tha t ca:p"lcity. But Glenelg was evidently prepnred t o 

r.:p:point separate secular ae;entst a princi:plA ''Thich, of 

eourse, ·t:rno e.coepta.ble to StocJcen;.;trom. 

Articles 23 1 24 and 25 , however , gave rise to most 
( ~97 ) 

of the U1lfavourablc conment on Stockenstrom ' s syst0m. 

( 293 ) JJ)i.d . Art • 1? • · 
( ~94 ) !bid. Art~. 12 , 20 , 
{295 ) Ibia . Art . 1 9 . 
( 296) Sec his evidence Q. 1570, 1573 . A, C . minutes L 

:p . 186 . 1~ . ~ . 36 . 
( 297 ) C .L . Strcte h so"id of Stockenst:rom ' s treaties that 

they "go:ve e;:r('n.tcr facilities to the colonists to rec<1'Qer 
stolen :pro:pcrty" than D ' Urnn.n' s system.. ( See Memora:ndlm 
on the Stogkenstrom Treaty System . Q. 1.) 
But w. Boyce comnented: 
"If' all the chicAnery attributed to the most degraded 
brancheR of the ler;al profession hn:l 'J:Iee:n :put in requi -

( (c antinued. foot of p . 215 . ) ) 
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In these Articles, the fnmiliar f eatures o:f Stoclcenstrom ' s 

frontier policy appear: the clearl2t und.erstoo<1 ri~ht 

to fire tl:pon, d1.sa'ble or kill ney Kaffir call(';ht in +..he 

not o~ committing depredations in the colony, if he could 

in no other vn.1..y be secured or :prevented from con:pletine 

his crime; the obli,.~f:tion on the :pr'rt of colonists , to 

11r 01ro "t}'lJl t their :p:r.oJJerty vras ],)rope ::dy euarder: 'by an 

2:rmec1 hel'dsman n..rd that purs'tti. t of' ro1)bers had. c or'Unenced 

1.'1I!ledia.tcly or , if the rol1bery took place ~ t nit~ht.; not 

l~tcr -thun <l~wn next day; th~ absolute p:rohil;ition u:p.on 

the tn.ki.nr of Kaffir cattle ns co.lllpenst ation , e::ccept una.er 

certain circuiustances , n.nd. thenuith the a uthority of 

the cf1..iefs; e..nd th13 obli{';nt:i.on resting u:po11 individ1k'1.ls 

to prove before a frontier authoriiw that the cattle 

retaken genuinely were their :proJ)e:r.ty. 

The entirely n~r feature, thoUt;o;h , is the prohibition 

upon the cro·ss in.~ of the boundaries by a:ny :pntr ol or 

rrrnecl :party of !ll:J.y d.escription . Article 23 as it stn.ms 

is, in fQct, precisely the inst~uction issued by Tiou~~e 

i..t:J. 1826: tlw,t colonis ts wrre a t libe1;'ty to defem t'!-teir 

:property n.ncl even , vthe.n no other me3.!l..S prova.ile0 , to 
in 

shoot nnd kill de:preda-to-rs caught in the act w~.trl\the 

0 olonial boundDry; but that no pn.rty shoull.d CTOSS tre 
( 298 ) . 

bo~ers in :pursuit of depredators. Against this 

system Stocke mtrom hnd :protested very strongly, as has 
(299 ) . . 

been ehovm. It is, therefore, surprising, on the fn.ce 

of it~ to find this J)rovision in his treaties . And it 

sition for the purpose of a.efen.tin.r~ the ends o:f justice, 
am of temptin{'; the borrler R'affers by toleratinj~ a perfec t 
impuxd ty in theft, to rec ame a. nation of thieT"eA, r. 
better system i'o:r insrrr. :LYJ~ S1J.ch a :result conld. hflTdly 
hav)e been. cl.~viscd . " (lToiies on Soutp. Afr icA.n Af·f'airs, ll • 94.) 

( 29fS See Milt t-o. ... y Secre t a!""'IJ to Commands. nt o.n. tho Frontier , 
11 ,4 , ~6. Thenl: Records. XXVI, 284 ; Qnd Secretary to 
Gown.nme nt to Lw.ddrost of All!aey , So!!lerset e,nd Gr aaff­
Reinet. Ibid. p. 293, 

( 299 ) ~ stmrn p . 12i:! ff . 
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is very likely that, 111 this respect, Stockenstrom 

relinouishe<'t one of his ov.rn ideas in order to :meet 

Glenelg, for it is probable that the inclus~on of this 
( 300) 

clause was at Glenelg ' s insistence. In this connect-

ion~ however , three points must be borne in mind . 

Stoclr.ens trom s,p:provefl. whol ehe n.rtedly of the :pri.nc iple 

of. reco311izin,.('J' the Kaffir tribes n.nd their. chiefs 'iS 

sovereign n.nd. independ.el'lt in t1-leir orrn territory, and. 

to be treatec1 r: ith on a be ... ~ is of accepted inte rn"l.ti onal 

law. Inn. plan based ·upon such a :principl(', an 'll'med 

p,...'l;rty u:nauthorized by government c oula not be allowed 

:ro r every theft to lna.ke o.n incursion i:nt o the terri tory 

of another nat io'n stnte . Secondly , even in the heat 

of his r~,~ments against Bo,~ke's system as it applied 

to his district , Sto·ckenstrom had P.dmitted that it mit?ht 

be applied to tho Ko.ffir community, trhere there were 

chiefs who could be held responsible for the acts o~ 
( 301 ) 

their poopl e. Finall;r , ~na. T"lost important; \'Then 

Stockenstrom introduced this princi~l e into his tren,ties , 

he went much furthf'r than Bourke hml ii.o:ne . Dourke 

stoppecl short at preventin{" the borc1er pn.trols from 

invnn in(; K~~:ffir terri tory to obt11.i11 reflress . He mac1e 

.no provision for the :punishing of de-predators who f!'le.ne~ed 

to get across the bor·" ers, or the ccm:pc·ns'l.tin.l1" of the 
(30~ ) . . 

colonists . Stocke:nstrom; o:n the othc r hand. , mode 

definite arrangements for the fur:'ther proceed in~s of a 

]a:tr ol in :vursni t of stolen cattle . 

1.·ras to approach the pa1cati n.ea.rest the s:pot \'There the 

traces crosserl the border, anc1. satisfy him that the 

· ch~c;e v.ras well-founded . This done, the :pa'k!lti \':as 

( 300 ) Vide infra p p . 2 6'=' H; for discussion on Stocke!'lstrom's 
evidence on Bourke's system. 

( 301 ) See StockenstroM to Co~nissioners of Inruiry, 
9.g.26~ Auto. I. 231 ff. a nd Stockonstrom to FlaSket, 
7 .4 . ~7. c.o. 2694 . 

( 302 ) A fact 11pon \'l~ich Bnt 11nrst comnent0c1 . See Bn:t1urst 
to Bourke 2 . 7 . 2() . T11 enl: Records. XXVII, 20. 



bound at once to continue the search into Kaf:N.r terri-

, tory r.nd r.o eve:tythincr in his pm·rer to check the de:pre-

daters n11d r0store th0 stolen :property. The :plunderea. 

p-:'ll't ies could acco-:n:p~:ny the pnkati on the seo .. rch, provided 

they vrel'!t unr-..rmcd. n.ncl r..id not assist in violence of e;ny 

ldnd . Should the cnttle be l'CCO"lTerefl ' the OVTne:r c mud 

tnJr.e them to the :neare::1t agent o:r military post, there 

give a statement of tl1e :prooeed.i.ngs - on oath if required . ... 

!k.'Yld then tn.ke his property, leavinr· the JH.kati n.Yld tho 

chief to el.es.l further v!ith the d.epredn.tors . The chiefs 

were botmd by trcnty to exert t'hero.selves to the ut·:nost 

to s eizv a.:r.td. :pu.nish the crir:dna.ls . The :pf'..rty in :ptll'suit 

of stolen cattle also had the ~tlternative, if he did not 

consicler it safe to pt;_rsue the thieves o .. t oncr:- , of asking 

for a :Policeman from the nearest military :post, anet then 

followinG the mrm e :pr ooeeo.UT.e as exr>lr.i:ned above . lf 

he did s o v..na failed to roc oYo :r t~'l e :p:r ope rt~r , or if he 

did l'lot consider it safe to follOilf the spoor throueh 

Kafflr territor~/, he could ltW" his ease befor"" t1'0 

resident agorr'G. The resident '1.0ent \'!Oul.cl then lay the 

case before the chief, If, !'t.fter the la:ps(~ of one month , 

the dep:reda.t o~s h~.d not 'bflen discovered. ~.nd. tho property 

retm.:·nea, the chief wou1(1 have to indemnify the :person 

robbed. to the fnll value of the pro:perty lost , 

Into the merlts or demerits of the tre~ty it is here 

unnecessary to enter. The significa:r1 t :point is, th~t 

all its 'basic features were er'ltirely in accordame v.r.tth 

the :princi:ples which Stockenstr om ho.s bee:n sbown to hn.t'e 

held, Even the faet of tho :prohibition. of the oro sa.il'le; 

of the 110't1.l1dary by v..rmed. :parties from the colony , rrhen 

taken in conjunction vrith the further arrar.f!erJ.ents -

whatever r.1ay be sc.id of their practicability - loses the 

sinister s igl'l.ifica.nce ~vhich StockE-mtrom ' s OJ>}'lone.nts 

read into it , 



218 . 

Tlv:tt StocJtenstrom himself was not altogether sure 

of the prn.ctic~bility of the finFtl scheme under the 

conditions :prevailin,o; in the colony. he himself Ftdmitted 
( 303 ) 

l~~tel~. But he apJ?r ovea t:hole-henrtedly of th$ 

p~d.11ci:pl es u::po:n which Ulcnelr; plro1ncd to lJ~.se hi~ 'POlicy , 

nnl of most or fu e details of it. He ·was co.r1fictent of 

his administrative expel" ience nnd. R1) ilit;y, 31 n :probably 

relieft UJ?On his own undonbtcd. :pers·onnl influence ''!ith 

the ohiefs to do r.111ch. .Ana. if, in -the f:i.I'1al r:trrnn3'e-

r.aents rrhich W('re \'lor1'::ed nut; tb) re t'J.cre features af ''Jhich 

he m~y notJ originally, havc approvocl , one may, :per":i.~~ps , 

,.,ith01.1t ·attemptinp, to whitewash Si~ockenstro~, observe 

thn.t t11ore nust be few peo:ple in {~ovc.r1nnenb service in 

the hnpyy position of approvin~ every principle upon 

which they nre expected to a.ct . 

In c anclus·· ion, o11e ma:r any that there is ~ remarkable ........ 

c onsiste my in the functanJ.c :nta.l p:r inc iple s o :r :rr ont icr 

policy to w:r..ich Stocke:n ~trom eave exp~ession as Commis-. 
sioner-Ge nernl, durin . .: his stuy in Ene;lnnl , n.ncl us Lieu-

tel~t-Governor . Certain 1') '~::lie fen tn.res have r een found 

consta.ntl~y- to recur :in his s tatcments on frontiEr :policy, 

J .D. :Pitmf?.n hs.F been shown to h·ve been 111 e·rrar in ns-

su.minr; a fundaJ"1emal difference in the :policy toVJ'!1''ds the 

tribes reyond the E"'.stern bomer ou.tlimd in the letter to 

S:pring":'Ricc in 1834 e.nd the,t to Glensle in 1836. The 

one najor deviation from former principles which appears 

in the G-<1ika Treaty viz, .:\rticl e 23, while it may '\Vell 

have 11een a co...Y.tcession to GJ.enel e , was not as completely 

inconsistent '\·rith StocY.cnstrom ' s former vieuR ['.8 mi,cmt ~t 

first appear , It CaJ"not , therefore; , with !Ley jnstificat-

ion bo claimed that Stockertstrom )?rostitntea his funa.rt­

mental principles in ord.er to int-TntiP.te himself with 

Exeter Hall or Glenelg. 

(303 ) Auto . II, 29 . 
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The ZeJco Incident n.n(l the Comma.nlo of 1 831: 

( 1) !rhe Conte111porary: Documents , 

Becnuse of the disproportionate importance which 

thi s e:pisOtta ass1.:uned. , 'hoth in St ocke:nstrom' s evicte:ncc 

before the Aborigines Cor.uni ttee anl in the cont(1mpore..ry 
(1) 

press e~d public opinion it meri ts a f~irly detailed 

discussion. The whole affai r h~1s been very ol ~'lrly 

hnr.dl ed by J ,D, Fitmnn in his thesis on the Commissioncr-
(2) 

General ship. But it is noces:::f'..ry first to study this 

incident more specifically from the :point of viet:r of 

StocJcenstrom ' s own inter:pr('ltntion of it in 1830 o.n~ lfl~l, 

w..d independentl y of the further statements and disctl.S-

sions of l83t' , 

On 30 April 1830, the Secretary to Gove1·n1I1ent sent 

Stoc1'"e.nstro!.ll tv.ro def:lpe,tc hes frOT'l Some rs~t, rrlnt ive to 
(3 ) 

recent nUI!lerous depre-1o.tions on the frontier. StocJcen-

strot:l Yras n.skec to investigrtte and report, c:t.rtl if he con­

s1dered it necessary . to meet Somerset and~mke plans 

for drastic action against the guilty kraals . Somerset 
(4) . . 

had writ ten reporting increns eo thefts , l? n.rt ic ul f..l-Xly of 

horses, and ex:pre~sct'l. hims01:f "a1 t ogethor dissn.t isfied. . 
with the border chiefs," csperdn.lly E11no am. l3otman, 

\1ho :pors isted.. in tryinr~ to retn.rn to their ola. haunts 

(i.e . within the ceded territory . ) rre re:portca the 

fro nt ic r to be in a ve-ry unset t1 ed c ondi t ion. Ite wrote , 

111 a passage v:'l-lich illustrntes the fundamental diff8re:Tlce 

bctneen Stoekemtrom ' s attitude lU:'ld that of Somerset: 

( 1) See the aacoU.l'lt of Graham ' s To\'Jn :public meeting. 
GTJ 28 . 1 . 36 and 4 . P. .36, artf1 references in GTJ editorial s 
e.~. 4 , 8 . 36. ---

( 2) J .D . :Pitman: The Co•1miCJRio er- Gen ra. shi fA 
Stoc1t::enstrom. (Unpub1ishNl !: .A. thesis, U, .T . 

(3) Bell to ~tockenRtrom 30 . 4 , 30. A,C. minutes p, 10~. 
(E.nc losure I o . 1 in Monpir of' 183!"~ . 

(4) Somerset to Wade 8 ,4 , 30 and 23 .4 ,30. A,C, minutes 
I> · 103 - 1 05. (Enclbsurcs 2 n.nl 3 in llenoir of 1833. ) 



m~o . 

It is evident that the Cnf~es p.enernlly are ~er­
fectly indifferent a.s to the tenns they may be on with 
thP. co1.ony, ultho~cr,h the chiefo tbF'I:lSAlves are fully 
sensible of the gre~t ndvant~re they derive by the 
i.nti"!lnte f'ootin ~ they are now n~on with UB. They have, 
however , but 11 ttle influence nith the people , or if 
they have arw t they 1:now t hl:a.t their interfere r.c(> in 
chec1dn""' nepredations roaterit:tlly de!lrives them of 
their :popularity a.r:d influe:me, as the moment a chief 
is severe with hi~ people on accou~t of depredations 
on the colonist::~, his c~.ffres immed.iately join a chief 
of ,.~ore liberal :pr inc i:pl es. ( 5 ) 

Stoc}::e.nstrom accordingly met Somerset am discussed 

the :position \'lith him . On 1~ May 1830 he reported to 
(6) 

Bell fl:'om Fort Beaufort. The depredations; he said , 

"as fr:.r n.s they are correctly stated," had. been committed 
(7) 

'hy Kaffirs beyond the Chumie rma. Keiskarnna. Re <1enied 

thnt a:cy of the chiefs hod the slip:htest intention of 

disturbing th r. front ior, thO'll.·O:h Dotoan m:ts certainly 

dissatisfied r.e~a unc he vran 11ot n.llat•red to live on the 

Barooka . Enno had in fn.ct latP.ly b~en "of es..,entiA..l 

service" in the recovery of stolen cattle. The "'eneml 

unrcrt vm.s to be nt'·ributed to t·;o thin(:"s: the prevail­

ing distress in Kaffirla.nd·, ~nd the ca.rolessnes o of the 

colonists , which nffordcd to the Kaffirs "every temptation" 

to c~ry off CP..ttle. 

nTho distress in Cafferla nl," Stoc1rens trorn rrrotP- , 
' 

"is beyond belief, "'l.:rd the :plunderint~ of thn t ·tribe , 
T 

arnonr; t hemsel vos, SUJ?a.sses by f~.r n!ly thine; they do to 

t.llo Colony." Somerset had describeo. the country ret1.:een 

Fort Bca.ui'ort C-)'}<l the Gona.p:pe (Koo:nap) ns "svrn.rMinp; with 

cattle 1:1ithout hems," and David de Ln.nt:e, \'!hom he had. 

broU{"ht with him as .. uthori ty 0 confirmed. this . "This 

apathy and carelessness," said Stockel'l..strom, "neutral:l.zes 

n.ll the efforts, roth of the c olo.nia l author.i tios and th:l 

Caffl?e chiefs . " He :pointed out thn.t the inhabitants 

( 5) SoMerset to Wnde 8 .4 ,30. loc. cit. 
(f>) Stockcnst1'om to Bell. 1~.5 .30 .A,C , T1inutes , p , 105. 

(enclosure Fo. 4 in Uemoir of 18~3.) 
(7) A ty:pogr~phical error (presumably ) gives the~e ~s 

Chumie and Regskamme . 



221 . 

:f'u.lly understood that the 1 qrr d i<l not forllid the use of 

firearms in defence of life tLl'ld property when :nece~sa.ry . 

The colonists therof'oro ho.d n.o excuse f or len.vinr: tre ir 

cnttle "tlnf'Um"Cten '1nd then d.e:pendinr on military assist-

~.nce for their re-eovery . Stocken8trom asserted. that 

"not neLU' the number of cattle reported. as stolen 'by 

Ca.ffres are nctu!:'..lly so stole.n ; ard of whn t is stolen, 

the P:reates t :ptJoportion is lost by neglect ." 

"I see more nno rnore rf!as on every d ''Y for adheri:n.~ 

to those S1.1f:'[';estions vrhich I sttbfl'li tted to his Exc~llcncy 

in Grflhn.m ' s Tm·m," Stoc1\onstrom snicL Unner no circml­

st:1...l'lces should ffi'IY c n.ttl e bnt such ns V!C're :Lntually J ost 

be tru~en from KaffirliUJd • A.nd no cattle should be 

followed up if they could not be :pr oved to h~ve l.'een 

properl y ~uardco, or if they hqd reen most for more 

th~:n a dlW, or the loAe!r did not J-·.not·r the time of the 

loss . I n the event of ~:ood proof of any Jcrno.l' f:1 :vers 1st-

inr: i n :pl nnd e T'im~ , n. c O:'lT'lro!clo should s uln.e nly be sent to 

pu~ish thut kraal sevnrely . In the case of Ty~li , i f 

he VIcre to be fo'l.L'Yld. to-nil ty - "u:pon ~ood :proof, not mere 

suspicion" - of r0cent r ol'·be:ries , he mi:~ht be driven out 

of the Upnkazn.no. as fl. w·,rnin·~ to others . Somerset hrul 

scer.1cc1 vrr.ll- i nformea about n. certain h"n.al i n :po s~ession 

of. a e;re:tt number of r.tolen horse's; i t "'ould ha.v0 

bnen desir:tr·l c if there hnd. 1'leen sOM.e a.uthori ty to 

sanction a. surprise attfl.ck on thnt kra'"'..l. 

:pruet.ence vroulr1 of c ourr1e 1'e neceF·sn.ry in judp;inr: of tre 

proof's . " 

"! am ro parti<n.'tlf'r a1)0Ut proofs," StocJ>::enstrom 

ex:plainea , nbenause i~'" run the risJ~ of n.a C!.il'1f00 to the 

number of plunde:!•ern, if we l1 ap})en to m::1.ke innocent part 1P e 

su:ffer . " lie concluded by sayin~ t hat he ·s n.w !lothin{" 1n 

the 8ta.te of the fro.ntier t o \'!arrant ney eli:tra.ordiYl"..l'Y 



measures . l'reventivo tllefl.sures alone could. avail . 

HoVTever, in consef1neme of Somerset ' s f11rther re­

port of tho beh11viour of the Ka.ffirs , on 16 may , nnd his 

urp:in,o; the establishment of n mili tPry :post betuoen 
( A) 

Fer t Beaufort r...nc1 Fort Wil shire, StocJ~cnstrom undertook 

to provide him vrith thirty or forty Knt River Hottentots 

f or the :pes + , ::mo. rec ommAnded the removnl of t ~e la-aa.ls 
( 9 ) 

on the lianJtaza.rT'~ . On 1 7 May he reported. to Bell th.nt 

the defio...nt !!ln.nner t7hich Somerset report0d the chi0fs to 

have nnsume0, vlhPn he had la.r·t e .nte-red their krc 'lls , '"'nd 

the nay in vrhich they hf'l£1. harrn.ssea. the Hottentot loc<).t ... 

ions, i.flri_uc>ec lJi::-1 to recommend the i"lmenin. tc exp11ls ion 
( 16 ) 

o:f the Kaf ' 'i:rs on th8 Ua.Y.lJ>::azann,, 

He undo :rtook to su:rmly Somerset vri th 11'50 men of the 

c ivfi forc0 , to enable him to :rur.iRl'l n.ey q +te'"'l:pt at 

re"Bistancc or to rush u:pon any Jcraal knovm to h ...,,-e been 

e:uil ty of ageression nr~ainst the colon;y- , or in t'rh:b h 

stolen en ttl e w-re J. ... nown t. o bn har'hou...recl . 

This re~ommendatio.n , Stoc'kenntrom :potnteC! out , was 

entirely com·istent ,..,ith the policy he ha<l subMitted t o 

thP. Governor nt Grahn.m' G Tovrn , ana in nc-'ordance r:ith it 

also, he ~ave his "stron~est advice (whatever may be the 

rs.nr.-e of' the c~.manda.nt ' s o:perCLtions ) a.en:inst e.n.,:v er1.pture 
II of Cnffre cattle . "It is nccossnry , Tt he said: 

thn.t the authority of the Brit ish Govcrnnent be vinO.i ­
C3.ted , nnd CLl'JY a.ttem:pt to set it o.t defiance visited. 
with imncdi'l.te J!ll.nisbment; 'hut it would. hn the wor~t 
:policy to emourae~e the c n.rcless!less of the colo:nistn 
by il1fl.emnificntion for th <> a onseonenccs thereof . 

(11 ) 
Stocke ns trom !1.nd So!!lcrset met on 14. June , q_m on 

14 and. 15 June u bur.rrh er force of about 250 a8 sembl eel. on 

( 8 ) Somerset to Stocl'"en.~trom 16 , 5 , 30 , A . O , ~i:nutes. :p .l0·6 
(Enc losurc l .o . 5 in Memoir of 183~ ) 

( 9 ) Stocln:~nfltrom to Somerset, 19 , 5 , ::10 . A ,C, minlltes p . 106· . 
( Enc lo8u.re No. 6 in Uc!!loir of 1833 . ) 

( 10 ) Stoc~cn~trorn to Bell . 17 . 5 . 30. A.C, ~inutcs, I>• 107, 
( Enclosure No 7 . in Memoir of 183~.) 

(11 ) Stockenstrom to Bell 17 . 6 . 30 , A,C, minutes, p . 107 -
108, :for vrl1..nt fol1ov:s . (Enclosure Iro . 9 in Uemoir of ln~:~ .-) 
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the Mancazano. '1.l1d f'~t Fort Beaufort . 

ru'~d. n.rrived e,t s1.mrir.e on 15 June , 'l.?hen he Yras toln that 

the l~te conduct of himself nnd his peopl e had provoked 

the executi on of the threat held. out t o him by the 

Governor . Tyali eventunl.ly ~rtmi ttnd th.a t he knew the 

\'/'hereabouts of n lar,.:;e :pr oportion o:f the stol~n c~:tttle , 

n.nd. offered to eu,ide the p '1Xt y to the t~uthl t y kraal s • 

:Pc.to made a. similar offer, nnd it vras dcciden to eive the 

chiefs the op:portuni ty of :provi.n{; the sinc r>r i t y of their 

friendly :professions . Thts \'tn.s d.eemed expedient , StocJcen ... 

stro~ added~ as the force consisted princip~lly of those 

who ha<1 been l osers by Kaff'ir dcpred~.tio:ns , aY1Cl rrho cnme 

forunrd so reedil~r , il1 the hope th 'l t they would .not'! h ,..,ve 

un or>:portu . .nity of searchil'l{" for ,.,h~.t they had lost . 

Somerset d.tvided the force i!'to three divisions 

to surprise the plu..l'lderinp; Jcraals . Stoc'JrenAt:rori com.-
(1."' ) 

me nted thnt he hoped. thn cr+tlc v1oul<1 ne found., "llld 2n 

exa-n:pl o mno.c of those rrho hal 'k0pt the :rr O.YJtier in a nt.,te . . 
of c1 is turhwcc so lone. But , ~t any rate , tr1o thine:s 

'oulcl. be achieved : the K..'i.ffirs would see with w·ha.t little 

trouble ~.lld in how short a time rt stron.~ force c oul<l be 

brour ht ngains-t th€!:1 , and the colonists would be oo n ­

vinced , not o~ly of the ~nxiety of Government to ~rotect 

wJi assist the~ , rut n..lso th?. t nothing bu~. their or1n 

\'Jatch:ful.t:ess coulct eff.ectunlly :prevent the loss of. their 

cattle * for if these were fmmr1 to hn.v<:> 1-~en sent ont 

of Kc..ff'irlana to the tribes beyo.rd, as he o.l"tic i :onte<1, 

the fnrncrs vrould rE-alize i·hat -prrve!'ti~·e f!1€.'1.RUl.'e? clone 

c on~r. insure their stoc1: a.n;c.inst theft . He added. , 

characterist~icnlly: 

It is supe rflnous to ald thnt there is n pre at tl.~F!ire 
DJI'lon~ the fnrm<'rs to prot?u.re Caffre cattle in lieu of 
tl"cir m·m, if the 1~.tter "be not found.; but v1e must 
r0sist. any attempt at such i~demnification . 

( 1? ) Ibid •. 



Accorti.:lnf':'l:r, Stoc'l!:e:n~trom issuea or~.ors vm..rrint~ the 

:Burgmr forces thnt he 1 • mtlr1 have ro1 oo.th exacted. 0-El 

to the cattle to 1~e' claimec. , eo thn t those posses r,ing 

themsel ves of Kaffir cattle \".roulfl hnvc to a.X!S'i"i'er for 
(13 ) 

perjury as well as theft . 

O:n the ?,3 Ju.ne , Stooken~trom report0d on the aspects 

of t."'l.c :proceedinf:s of the oommv.:ncto which fel l within his 
(14 ) 

:provincr> . The chiefs prin.c i]!ally concerned in the 

d.epredB.tions were Gebeco, Geco , (Zeko ) , Uagooeo r.nd 

Jeja.ne ; and to SUTI.Jrise th" kraals of th.ose men bec'lrle 

the :principnl obj eot of the coramn.no.nnt . Jejane n.nd. 

J ebeco had. :rl€d. E"~stvm.rd.; but Mnroor~o tms tru,..e.rl by the 

division UYK1er Cc..ptain Lorren, ·O:'t:tide<1 by Conro , Captain 

Ai tchison. reported +hnt his division hnfl. reccdvea. little 

or no assisto.mc :fl' on Tyn.li , but on the contrary had 

c.ppurently been del iberately :minled by him . The third 

d.i,rision , the bnrp:he:rs u.n0.e:r l'r(1!]'isiono.1 Fielcl.,.Cornm~n:lmt 

Erasrn:Ps, Sl"ll'.":prised Zeco ' s 1crnnls , a:n8. "numbers of. cattle 

ta1cen from tb e colony ( s anP- 11ei14~ 1 r..tely) Wf're fom1d 

theroin . n 

Stoo!~cnstrom reported the inc:i.dent of tho death of 

Zcko , 'i"'i thout coro.ment , as foll ows: 

Mr . Eras.mus rcr>o rts , th9-t w'!len he h~.d c ollectcd. the 
cattle of the said kr128.l s , nnd vra..s :proceedin€7 rri th them 
to fort Wilshire 't'!herc the colon.inl cattle Ylcre to· "be 
selectl'd , he ~m.s furiously nttaclcccl by thr Caffi'b s , led 
0 11 by Geco ( sc . Zeko ) in :person , in u t""'ick bush , the 
r0sult of -r1!:1ich vm.F) , th..ot:tt this chief n:nd. sevPral of his 
peo:pl c T:Je re kill eel . 

{ 13 ,> StDckel".stror.'l c1_u.ctoc1 the order t givcl"l. in \'11" it=ln;-: to 
Field .... Cornet Era.rJmus at Kat River on 15 @u.ne 1830, i:n. 
the stater1ent read to the Committee on 18 Anri.l 1AN1 . 
A.C. r!iinutes I> • 320. I t reaa.s : "As it 't7ill1Je permit ­
tec1 to eve ·-y on~ upon thls c ommanlo to turn m:1t snch 
cattle as are found. A.mo:nr the Ca:ffres, nm t:rhi"ch he ca.rt 
swea:r to ·as ha.vinp been stolen f'rOl'l'l the colony , I have 
to or(ler you to make knm·rn to nll u:nder your directions, 
that in case of o oubt the oa.th l.7111 ::tctually re imposea. ; 
and. trw.t c onseqnently t rose who e.:ppro]?riate to themselves 
C~fr-e cattle, expose themselves to ne prosecute(! a.s 
VIall for perjury as theft . " This is Stocken'"'trom's 
own i;rroJ.slntion from the Dut~h . A version \71th minor 
variation appears 1.n Auto . I , 394. 

{ 1~~ ) Stocl':enstrom to l$ell . 23 . 6 . 30 • . C 1ninn.tcA,JYf.l • 108 -
109. ( Enclom.tre I":o 11 in Memoir of 183:-'; .. 



Stockcnstror.1 expresP.ed himse 1f satisfied. t'fr om every 

inforrJation I have been able to collect in Caf'frelnnd, n . . 

th~ t the accusations a~ainst Goco, Mn.goo,~o, Jejn.ne n:nrl 

Gebeco rrere rrall fou.:nd..ed. ; n..na the :ounisl'.!lile nf:; of too 
(15) 

former "justly merited • 11 Ire re-ported. tlta.t 11 1~e8~t 

q1m.nti ties of Caff:re cattle were necessarily brout"ht out 

'I.'Tith those recop,rd.zefl 'by the coloniflts !ls stoh~n, !lnf!. 

sent out to Fort Wilshire~ :princiiJally the :property of 

Geco , l .ut some claimed. by Tya.li ." 

Tyali 's rehaviour seems to hr:tve hec:n most uYls~tis­
(16) 

factory throur;hout . At :first he ex:pressefl t':re~. t <lis-

J)leasure o.t Zeko ' s fate , an:1 c l nimed. his CD.ttle ns his 

flue • 1~ or was he in the 1 east put out of c ou:n:te l'lll.f!Ce l)y 

the cn.1ery as to how , if this rrere the en:-e , ~o mmy 

colonia l cnt tle caM.e to be in Zeko ' s kraals; but 

promptly asserter1 that he hru.i o11ly nm-.r f'ou..:nrl out the 

villoiny of Zeko nn1 his :peoplo, nn d t1ould. forthlirl th 

pu.l1ish the~ :mel cle:pr ivc than of All they possessed . 

Stockenstrol!l told him that it vm .. s not "!-:he intention 

of Governnent to let him profit by the depredations 

'I.'Jh.ich he bad at lcr'.st c onnivoa at , if not enc ouraf,'ecl . 

Rather thC!n l eave Ze1m ' s cattle at his r.~erc~· , Stockenstrom 

detai~ed the:r.1 , since it Wf.:l,s cvide.l'l.t t1,nt TJ.rali :·.rould. 

posr~css himse 1.f of the ~r:d; tlf' ii" they ''/ere nlloweo to 

recross the KeisJcamma. . 

nnd becm:tse it wets impossible to mN':e a fair distribution 

vri thout the ret urns in Crra.ham' s Town.. Stocl<::enstrom 

ref,J.sed to i ndemnify tho farmers from t""is stock o.r1 the 

spot ,. But "~:t.s it is an o'~-' j cct t.o rnn.ke exai!l}-les of the . 
kraals so cl Ct>.rly c onvic·l;ecl of systemn.tic r l under , nrHJ 

it vrm~l·:. ·t:c very boo policy to enrich Tyali by sooh an 

( 15) The "former" is prcsuma:rly Zeko , n.l thour-:h this 
may ~e"fer in ge:mro.l to Zeko am Magooeo, since the 
latter tvTo escaped • 

(lo ) Stockcnstro~ to Bell . 23 . 6 . 30. A.C, minutes. 
I>P. . 108 ... 109. 
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a.quisition," Stockenstron oraerec the co..ttle tak:An from 

Zeko ' s 1craals to r'e turnE!A over to tho Civil Commissioners 
(17 ) 

of Alb aY.W and Somerset , 

Tya.li WRS ordereCf to evf1.c11nte +he l!v . .nkaza!'l'l , 1:rhich 

~·ms to be cle~,rea by a :patrol .~g soon ar.: he 'h~il h·"d 

rcn.s Ol'l'\rle tirne to remove his peo:pl e a.nl their :pro:perty. 

Stockenstrom expres<1er re{"''f-\t t:''nt he coulc 11ot 

deYi~e another form of :punishment for the on:ptured 

Uagooeo , v1ho admi ttecl the ch.11.r~es against his :peo:vle and 

h::d no -other excuse than that he cnu.l d not reRtr:"'l.in them . 

B~t he hoo no n.l ten,Ettive but to D.etaiJl him for the 

Gowrnor to clecitle UJlon thE' case , tellirw: hirl nt the 

s~'lo tim·e that the cA.ttle stolen 'by b.imsc J.:r a.l"lii !1is 

:peo:plc , or an er_n ivalent number , to be <let0lTfli.neti by 

povernmcnt, woul(l he i:nsisteci on before his relonsc. 

Stocl(enstrom oonclucterr by exnres("in "!' his re,(I"J'et t,A.t 

the :vroc<=!edin~"~'~ of' the eXJ:lediti.on nppe!'t:rod to be the 

onljr ones likely to Jrc>e:p tho K.'lff:irs in check . The 

pu_'lishmcnt of tvro not orious le!"ders af rol1b ers mi{';'ht 

well net ~s a salut··ry che~k UJ)Ol'J the thievin:~ pr opensi t ­

ies of other chiefs , ~ni confirm the m~jority of chiefs 

in their :poncenble conduct . But ,. he addecl ~ he T:'!OU.l(l 

not :prcnict n t1 :!..I!li nuti.on in the loss of cn.ttle by the 

fnmers . That they at one c onld. hrin~ about • for , even 

nt +.he hei{':ht of the campni(l'J"l. , t~e flocJcs of most of 

those living nee.r thP. frontier ''!ere ~till 1e ft ns un .. 

protncted ~s if they rrere in the s~fest :part of tho 
(18 ) 

C olOl'!"~:" • 

( 17 ) Accorc1 ini" to nrinc i:ple s lnicl d ov'n in his letter to 
Cole on 8 . 5 .29. and the ::inge;estions of the Co·•miesioner-
Ger0ral , Se:pt . 29 . Vide supra . I"• 177. 

(18 ) Ard accord~~ to the regulations , settlers in tho 
CPded te ITi tory ·were 'Pound. f'1.l ways to kee:p armed men on 
the loc"'tions to ['Ua.rd the C'"'.ttle _ See Su.o:gest:}.on.s 
of t.ho ~ommissioner-Qenernl , SAnt , 1829. 
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It is clenr fror'1 this c1 cs:patch that , in l830 t 

Stocke.nstrom vms perfectly satisfied v!ith the :proeeedi.nt~s . 
of' the CoiYlr:1ard9 , and the just. ice of it , al thou.r~h , as 

be:fore , he cen~m.r~<l thr C$I'elessncss o:f the colonists 

.,_.,a was c'lutious about the d'1mers of inC!.emnificntion . 

The removal by Erasmus's party of r:lll the cattle fr om 

Zeko ' s kraals n1:moors to ha.\re rccn in co :r\form1 ty v!i th 
(19 ) 

Somerset ' s instruct ions to the commaY'clo . The actunJ. order 

to bri~r ou+ all the cattle, ~om whd~h the colonial 

cattle could then be selecte<l , would. hn..ve been eiven by 

Somerset B.l1a not by Stoclmngtrom, since Stockens trom hn.d 

~~ authority to issue militnry instructions on commando 
( 20 ) 0 

to either the ll'lilitary or the burehor fo:rce . Bnt thn.t 

Stocken<:1trom Jr..ne,·r of, am o.grecd wit.'h, this arrnr~"~'ement , 

is certo.inly su,o:e,..,sted by the :pass~.p:c: 

lfr . Er~syPU.s reports that r.rhen he hPd colle cteii 
thn cattle of tho said J0'9'1l s, nn:l uns nroeeeding 
11 ith them .iQ. Fort Wilshire n ''!here the Colonial. cn.t tle 
~ .iQ ~ select('d •• • etc. (2lr 

The pl~.n ,·ro.s to surprise the Jr.r~aJ.o, seize all the 

cattle found thC"rc, am bri.n.<; them to Fort Wils:b..ire . 

r.:he1'0 the colo11ir 1 cattle vtero to be ~('lected wd the 

lC~d'fir c0ttle returned . The officers c OM.mamir.Je; the 

three a.ivisions were instructed. to explain this to the 
( 2~ ) 

c}1ief's c onc0 rne0 • 

There was, when the commanlo BPt out, no ouer::tion of 

the retention o.r a..cy Kaffir ca~ tlc . Stockenstrom ' s vie'I.\'S 

on this vrerc cl~~rly exprossn·~ in his correspondence with 

(lg ) See Evidence of Capt , Aitchison , Q, 4~6. A,C. mv-ntg; 
:p . 38. 

( 20 ) See Instructions :f r t~0 Commi 1oner-G.nera 
27 . 9 . 28 . .No. 1 • lr i..vJtcn in A, s mil"utes, p . ~08 ,. 

( 21 ) Quoteo. in full e"'rlier, f'r om toc,-:-cnstro!"l to Bell 
23 . 6 .~0 . A, C, minutes :p , 108 - 109, Somerset . of 
course, stater definitely, in his deposition before 
CBID:pbell in 1836, (see papers hnxr..ed in in Wade ' s evi­
dence. Q. 3543 . A,C, ~inutes, p . 384.) t~~t Stockenstrom 
e·xpla ir1ed tY!is order in Dutch to the 'burf.')lers after 
Somerset hilll decided on 1 t, :-tn'l the n.ff'idnvi ts of the 
burghers ouestione0 before Campbell confirm this ~ (See 
pn:pers hPndcc1 in in w~a.e ' s evidence . A. 2785 urd 3543 . 
A.C. ~inutes, ~D · 300 - 305 ann p. 384 ) But the main 
is~uc 2.t this point is wmt can be der1uccc fran Stocken­
strom 's own des:patch~s at the time . 
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the Seorot'"lry to Gnvernmc r;t, preccd:lnf; the co:m..'jr~nlo t -=~nd 
('""~ ' 

i.n hin i:netruction to Ficl0 -0or:~~llnlt~nt Er'""~smnr. 0·1J.y 

colo~A ifl.l cnttle I" ore to he lcept l;y the l'U!' ,~llcrc. But 

s~ockenstrom's instructiOJ'l~l to Er~\SIDl.10 SC'Cm CIUite cle"'.Tl.~ ... 

to ref.er 1;o the nctrtal cJ.t..,i~'i~~1f" OJ~ cattle l;j--r the b11r !_-

ers , cm.ite ap:1.rt f:rom the pl!:L.n of ca'T'):pni::':.n for t!1o 

co::!Nn.nd o • 9.1ld i:'Iere, in f~ct, iN:uc~ on t h3 day previouE! 
( ~4) 

to tl:e issuin..,. o " Somerset ' s fi.rw.l instructiOI1S. In 
( :-'5 ) 

nccordn r.ce r·i th his p.r5.nei:ple~ , on heerin~ of the r~:.tacl.r 

nY1.de by Zeko nl' the Eras:-ru.s party, Sto1R:er~~t!'om dor i<led 

upon tho confincat:1ort of all tho C'1ttl<", n.n~ hole t o 

this d.ecision in ora er to y,rrn.ron-t. T:ynli frO'"'! 
( ~n) 

the cnttl~ he cl~irnecl f:r (1'!'1 Zeko . 

sc-izinr .. 

The \rhol e n.i'fair, hm·rever, o: .. rmmed for St.·oc, 0nstron 
(2,7) 

u very cU.:L'f8re~t cof'lple:'l:ion. &n the middle of 1831, 

While he was i:n G.rnho.n ' s Totm in June, Somerset spo1~e to 

bir.1 about the necee~ity :for ru1 expedition into K:o.ffir­

land, to l'ecover ho't'ses which had ln.tcly been stolc11 . 

Stoc~enstrom refused. to n.p-prove any cx:peditiol1 which 

mi:ht emancor the apparent tranquility oi the Kf:..ffir 

borders without fir8t conductinp, a c-:treful invcstir>;ntion 

as t.o itG neces rity . Accordin~ly , he went up to the 

Kr't to sound the fee lin~ nmon:'"': th c tribrs . His en-

quirics prod1roed not o~ly canfirmatio~ of his o~inion 

as to tho trnnq~1ility of the frontier, bu1; ucconnt~ of 

three incidents in rarticulm- , which ON3med only too 

clef1 . .rly to illur:tr~:~.te his n.rr~urnent thnt mnc h of the 

frontier U-"rll'cst was the result of abuse of th0 T('J!I'isn.l 

system. T:Mcse wore the cnses of Scheepe:rs nna Gordo11, 
( ~B ) 

and n neiT version of the Zeko incident of the ~rcvious year. 

( 22 ) See Evidence of Aitchison Q. 436 A, C , Minutes p , 38 -
he quoted this order, n.s an exampl e of orflers given on 
conmanlo t not a I>ropos of anythino· to do v:d. th the Zeko 
affnir . 

( 23) Vide suprn. p , e24- Foo ~ nol-e (13) 
( 24 ) viz. 1 5 Jtme qnfl 16 Juno . 
( !"5 ) See Sw::r7estions of the CorllnisR ioner Ge11eral . Sept 

1829. A •• minutes , pp . ~11 - 212. Vide sunrn. p. 176 . 
(26 ) Stoclren~trom to Bell 23 , 6 . 30. Via.~ Su-pr'l p. 2 2s. 
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On 14 July, Stockenstron re~0ived a note from the 
{ ?9 ) ( 30) 

Secrotrr.y to Government, cnclosin~ Somcr~et ' s rc0uest 

for authorization for n. cor1mo.ndo force to trEtce stole11 

hoTso8, n.nd notifyi11p, the Comnif-lsionE'r- Go.nerul th~t 

tho Governor hacl conoontnd to the IIXJ)eoit:i.on . ~'he 

Civil Commissioner , Bell ander1 , ' 'rould afford Somerset 

tne ~ecesnn:rJr a.a'1ista1'1cc, '"'~m "hifl Excellency is no-t 

desirous that you should ne disturbed i~ this matter 

t'Lnlcss vou Oh.'1.11 cleem your :p:rescY'Oe 11eces Sf'.ry . " 
( 31) 

Stoc•r::enstrom replied pr crnptly , :point in,~ out acidly 

that he '1.'1~' ~. ri.""ht on tl"1 o spot , f'.ns ..._1'-r.tt ~ .... 1or0oVe :r·, the 

condition of the frontier by no menns rrarM.l'ltcd the 

oo.na. i1.1r~ o:f n c o:nw:.mo ns he hnr. in ff',ct -t; old So"Merf1 et • 

To illustr".tc his S('<:>ond "ontcntion , he usee! the crtf'('l~ 

of Schesscrs {Schecpers ) nnn Gordo~ as illustr~tions . 
( 3~ ) 

Scheeporn hnd a loca.tio:!'l nc+.~·;f'on the Koon~_p ~ <"!."l'l.ll --t?le Kat , ana. ''/art therefore 'bo·.m.d to have :four '1l'Med ne:n, 

-t1··o n.t least gJ1P..:rd.i.ne hi~ heros. 1~ report0~ to the 

Brignde-~,.ajor (I, los~ of 3n cn.+.tle - n fi:-;u:rc l;ildch Fie l d­

Cor net Erasnus evidently n ucricf! .. ~na, not fi.n.:t. i..n.f" his 

m•r:p cattle, took 63 fron totm..m ' s kraals to inde!!mify 

himself , f'.ccorcl.in~ to t~c Brieado- l!ajor ' fl return of 3 

June . Botnn.n, it was reporteA , Y~ot r'cinr" stronr~ enoueh 

to att~ck the colony, indemnified himself in t1~ by 

ottuckinc a · _ eaker kTc.3l , StockenBtrov. pointed out 

tl·:'\t nrch n large .nurrlbcr of C"ttle couJ.c1 o:nly have recn 

lo~Jt th-r"oll["h ncr;l!'ct; n.lfld. "t"'le t!11dnr~ of :Rotman' s 

cattle wo.s t:ts decidedly :p1Ul1der ns ever the C'lfi'rcs werC' 

:;uilty of) the Ol'lly diff0rencc is , thn t we rein.~ the 

( 87 ) For whnt follovTS , sec Sto~J-:emtrom to Bell . 14 . 7 . 31 • 
.~\ jc .. l'llin11tcs, p:p . 110 - 111 . 

( 2'0 Stockcn~·tron 1e!'tions t11E! two :former in the (! espo.ten 
cite"' above, but not the lE>tter, !:'ltb.oup,!J he had hcrtrd 
of it on 13 July, ns is ohot'rn in the cxtrnct from his 
journal in Auto. I, 399 ff , ( also printe~ in A,C . ~inutes, 
pT . • 3~1 - 3~3 , bC"iJ'l."' part of Stoclrc.nstron ' s letter to 
the Conrnittce 1 .4 . 36. ibid . ) 

( 29) Bell to Ston1r.cn~troml.'7 . 31 , \ ,c . t'li.rm:t;e§~, :p . 10<?. 
(Enclosure lio , 1 2 in Stoc"b::e118tror.1 ' 11 lle:rnoir of 1837- , 
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strong~r !)orty can do 'by open violence rThnt the Cnf:frcs 

must do lw stcn.l t h." 

I n the seconcl cas~ • (}omon, nls o a settler in the --
Koonap !, sent his brother- in- l an 3 . Oc Boer on ~ho ~oor 

of stolon ct1.ttle . De Be("r errore solcr.'!Yily t.o Lieuten'll'lt --- . 
~brd.ei.1 rnd :F'ielC1 - Cor:net Groe:pe that 25 hcnd. were lost , 

thon.Ph the S:Poor of only 11 c ov.ld b~ f ou.rd:. ~·Jn.rd.cn 

eventuall y o:verrodc his :protests and. sent him back i'.r:i. th 

"9 or 11." Of these de Beer only rctnrncfi r bout holf 

to Gordon • uho pr cmptl y v.rrote to r; nrCJ.en. , c o77tpln.inin~~ 

thn.t he had only l'0COiYeCl so fevi bn.ck , ... hen he h{'.a lo~t 

.t10 less than 11 . 

of the ovmcr himflcli' , '•.:nn there nrc t:~e truces counteC' , 

~~et De J3enr (sic) \'!as r end.y t o take nll thi oo..ths im~.f:i.!"­

able that there were ~5 lost, f or v1hich ( ta1rinP. Schesser' s 

cas0 as a ori teri"r) he c oulrl clai~ fror.1 the firAt Caffre 

Jcr'a.o.l .43f hef.'.d of Caf:f're cattle, thus {"ninine 300 )!er 

StocJ:::enstrom pointe~~ out that it hm bee11 a :positive 

undcrstwd ir!g ''r i th the K~ffir chiefs !l.rx:l the rettl cr s 

bcyoncl the Koo11 ap , th 'l t no K!tffir on.ttle should be t N':en 

to re:plrtee cnttl c lo ~t by tho col011istn . He c~:pha.sizod 

that this prm·crti .,..(' ."1e'lt}urc wo11lcl .ensure 1'cnre , c~ution 

a."ld hon~ st inclustry" 01, tho :p 'U"t o :L th r.. col 0.t1lst a ; '1iid 

''rouJ.a. nt the sumo t.imc .(l"ive t.11e Knffirs se:c uv-ity i n the 

pescesoion of their ~rorerty . But he maintairc~ thnt 

( ~0) Somerset to ;ell :>tt . 6 . :il . A,C, "ni.,1,t.<"'c , J • 110 -
'. • (EncJosur(" ~:o. 13 i n Uemoir of 1P.~3 .) 
1 ( 31 ) Stoc"{cnstrom to i3(111 14 . ? . 0 1 , J. , C , ninutoa. !>11 • 

110 - lll (E:nolosure :no . 111. in i:;l.QMOir of 183:-1.) 
( 3~ ) Ibid. for Scheepers ~1nd Gorclon cn.<-es1 and 'IN'hol- .fo llows. 
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the; syE1tem bei:a,. :pursued on "~~he frontier re.mered his 

vmole arrangement, o:r trhich the Gove I'l'IJ:'lent ln d so vrarmly 

approved, c 001.:pl etel y useless , by ''e~ivinP' to the bad. a 

mo~t powerful interest in sloth , false reports n:nd. 

perjury, and by h1:1.rassinn: tho f'OOd by an incessa.l1t 't'lP..rfare.n 

Stockenrtrom reiterated that he considered. no :pUl'lishment 

too severe for maraud.ers r-Lnd plunderers . Bu. t he wonld 

be '1.ble to :prove to the Government that . in the existing 
both 

backward. st~te of im:prove-r1ent of1 .. the border color.ists 

ancl the Kaf•"'irs , the difficulty in the way of red.uci~t}; 

the Military :force , nne. fl..llY need for a:n.gu.me1!tation of it , 

'l:.rere "attributable altogether to tho fcr!"!ent t;ve kee:p u:p 

m:'lOn{'; the C,.,.f'f'res, by cleprivin:~ them of thf! mca:t1s of 
- ( 33 ) 

st1llr!int(?nee . " 
( 3~) 

On 29 July, Dell 't"!!'ote to i.Y.lform StN~1-:e~~trQ1'!1 t:but, 

htil the Governor kno,.-r,., 11eforc receivi:n.o; So:r.terset ' s 

rco:u:--st .for a comr1an<1 o , thn. t Stocke "!strom had already 

objected to it , he 'l.'!ould. cer.tn :inl~r not have saretio.nea. 

it . StocJwnstrO!"l, the.govemor co.nsi.Clere<'!, should 

hnve reported. Somerset 's r-ef1uest ancl his ob jection.s at 

"the time . Put ,. :i'Jno.er the circumstanc0~ , he wetU.d h..<tve 

consid.ercd Stoc1~cmstrom justi:fiecl in forbifl dinr; t11.c 

co:nn.:mclo , even v1he:n it had. t~o,:rerl'lr!1ent so.nction. The 

e;mrernor , Bell, ad.c1.ed , v:ou.J.ii. not fa..il to cor'l!nwicn.te 

t11th Soncrset respecting his proceeCI inrs on the~ t 

occa.sio11 .• 

"Ir regard to the c~8~S of Sches~er~ nnd Gordon," 

:Bell conclndec1, ":particulc .. :rly the former , if the re ­

preser.tntions you_ have !:lade be su.bstnl"'tiated. in sue h 

a manner a8 to er.o~lc his Excellency to act u~on them, 

he 1~riJl most cortninly deprive those persons of their 

:promised e;rants of lam .• " 

( 33) Bell to Stoclccnstrom 29 . ? . 31 . A,C, minl1teD,, I>Il • 111-
11~. (Enc looru .. ,.., r~o . 15 in liemoi:r: of 1833. ) 
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( 34 ) 
Stocltenstrom 's re:-.ly revo~led n ~oninr; te.nsion in 

his relations r;ith th(; miJitary ccrnmnndant: 

If Lieut-Colonel Somerset h &:1 told. me thE'.t he con­
side roo. himsell respons iblP for more tron the militnry 
nrrangOMeYltS of frontier clefen<le; am that h~ ~?OUld. 
appeal to hipher authorityt I vroula have trouble.-1 his 
Excellency with m.,v o:piniens in detail, a.l'JB nmtvincec 
the COr:lt'lo.rl<ln.n.t tho. t he had mistalren his pr evince. 

But the conference was of such a nature that a report 

on. it "conld only hn:ve been construed into a desire to 

shou thn t there did exist d ifferer-ces l:etween the c Oi''lma.nd-

an•t n.nd myself . 11 Stockenstrom emphasiz~d his surprise 

nt the course events h acl ta..ken: he hm J.eft Grf.l.hn.fl' s 

Torm under the i!"'l:presf'ion thnt Soi"l.erset rms prepQ.rec1 to 

leave the responsibility :Po1~ not u:nderta1dnc· fl co~mardo 

to Stockenstrom himse 1f. 

Stoc1-:enAtrom ' s reference to the c!lses of Schossers 

an<1 Gord.on i.n this letter is extremely :puzzli.!'1p: . 11 
• •• As 

to substantint1.:n(" w:y t.,J.nr I hflve ad.vo.:rced !"0.~:pectine: 

the cnses of Schessers or Go~on, or any body or thin~ 

else t I hnrnblV beg leave to refer to the result of the 

crisis to i'!hich matter~ have r·een broU("ht, rr h7e v1rote. 

Since he hnd at thut t :ine bee.n representing tre 

st~te of the frontier n.s sufficiently tranau:i.l to reonire 

~~ oxt~aordinury me~svTes , one is at a los~ to interpret 

his ref'nre.r:cp. to n. "crisi~ . n It may refer to the in-

cre ':"sea. de:pred:Lt:lo.r..~ wn unrest which Somerset reported 
. ( 35) 

on 5 .Au.t~nst. It is significn.nt , in vie\1 of vrhnt he 

l~~ter said in evidencr- , thr:tt he ap:pa.rently nn(lerstood 

the .<":overnor to ro roauiri.n{~ 11.1m. to substrtntiate what 

he hnd said tlt)out Schess~rs r'.!Jrl Gomon . St oc1{el'l.n trom 

was .norruul y :prepared fully to inYostie;ate charges n.guinst 

( 714 ) Stockenstrom to Bell . 13 . 8 . 31 . .A. ,C . mi11utes, 
:p . 112 . (Enc losuro No . 16 im M'e:!loir of 1833.) 

( 35 ) Somerset to Waa.e . 5 . 8 . Jl • . ¥ .0,. minut js P:P· ll2 -
113. (EY!.c losu.re i:o. 18 in 'llf,.,. rao ·~l' of 1A33. 



233 . 

the colonists v1hich cn.me to his not ice, rrluch ru:tkes his 

remn.r'v.: here sE>cm r11thor str'"~'lef' . 

A possible e~lannxion s~~ests itself : since the 

fn.~ts of thP- nctutll t'1kin{" of more eattle f.rC!!! the 

Kaff:irs thP.n ho h!il lost, on t[lc :m rt of Sehesners, 

o..:r1(1 the false r~present~.tion of los<:!es, in o.n attempt 

to p,o..in Kaffir cattle, made by de BeP.r • t•tere evidently 

baned on inforr~ation drrom the Bri~ade-U,.q.j or ' s returns 

a.n.a from Li0utemnt \'hrd.en, t'I>J.at mir;ht hn.ve been con ... 

sidered sufficient substantiation of the statements 

Stocken8trom had mnde . He mnst ho.vc thourht so; for he 

· made them 1.1i thout further invectil~'ltion , t.he,~ear he re- . 

f'rained from repori;illto: CJ"'~·thinr, concerninp; the Zeko 

incident, of which he wn.r:: oxrp...:ro l · hen he re:portPd on 

Schessers o.nd Gordo.r. , until nfter he halt e:nc.mired. 

further . Stockenstrom t~a.s extremely sensitive to 

criticism, nnd in Bell ' s despatch his :proo~">ed. i..l'1oos in 

connection vrith SoMerset' s coMI!larn.o hail been criticized­

in fact, it hod. been i!'lplicd that he had Y]Ot wholly 

done his <luty il'l not re:vortin.oo: his objections rhcn 

Somorstt had f irnt proposed the c omMD.l1do . Moreover , 

he was still extremely angry at t1hat he considered to 

h"l.vo 1· een n c<Y"tplete dis:tegard. for his nuthori ty an.<l 

hio o:pinions o.s to the causes of the :frontinr u:nreRt 

wd the remedy for it . It soer'ls likeljr tho..t then 

StocJcenstrorn. , his T71.ind in a tunnoil o:e' '1l1C'!"Y emotions 

}?reduced by v.ll tho.t had eone refore , cn!!\e to rend t!1e 

ln.st sente:nce of Bell ' s a_e~pn.t~h, as1~in"" t'or substanti-

ation of his representations , he reaa into it ~ demand 

for a. substantiation of r:rot he hnd. "adv~roed ron:vectin(" 

the cases of Sch10ssers or Gord.o:n1" i . e . the conclusions 

as to the causes of frontier u.nr0st of which these cnses 
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( 36 ) 
':rere nn illu.s'trntion . This, coupled r.·ith n sensitivE-hess 

o.bout the poasil)lG implications contained jJ'l the Governor ' s 

req_uest for n. substantiat:l.on of h1.s chn.r~s , '"light nc­

count for StocJ~cnstr:o~ 's answer . 

llcn..nt'lhile , ever since 13 July lf1nl , Stoc1'"elmt:t.~ol"l 
( 3?) 

he..c1 b oen invcstir;atinr, the ZeJm inc :ir1ent . His f:I.rot 

inklin;t that the e-pisode mi~ht have 1-.pon other\'lise than 

ErasMus hRd reported :i.t, c~c from Tynli , whom Stocken­

sti·om fon.nd on 13 JuJ.y , busil~r enr~nr.:co , he e tate a, in 
• 

rr.cov0rine and restorinG stolen horse8 . Tyali assertea 

that Zeko n.nd six nen \'rer e trcflcherously Murd.cred , n:nd. 

one du.r:rerously wm.u1deii, by Era.srm.s ' s pn:rty the previous 

year . Sto·ckenstr an, h~ ~v.icl , had told. hir.: thn.t the 

co:1rna.n0.o \'Toul'l only seize cattle rccor":nized as colo11ial 

IJI'Operty , ~"~..ncl i;h::1t no ~'"tffir cat-tle waulfl 'he tQ'T,..on , or 

Kaffir motl.estec , 11nloss tho c or1tn"'I.nlo met ~:.r:l;th resistance . 

He hm e.ccorn.i:nel y f'l'iver orcl ers that :no- o!le should inter-

fcrc t.ri th the CO"mtancl o sen.rch.in{Y, the flanks . ~ k e .. o , 

,.,hem he 'OUW Ero..~mus roundinr~ W? all his cattle , asY-ed him 

\'!hy he ciid so. Erasmus rcpli ed thD.t he was ordered. to 

a 0 so, but told Zeko "he mir-;ht tlCCOI11JR.~ the c '-l t tle t 0 

Fort Wilshire , tmd. there dcma~cl t"" Em of you" - but Zel~o 

nnd his men rrere to Je "'.VC their asrm.ga.i8 behin0.. As a 

r> onccssior. , Erasr.1us nllorl€ld. ~eko first to :pic]{ out the 

rililc h cows 0-1'1<1 leave them bchino .• 

Kaffirs , ~med onl ~r with kie Yi e s , accom].)a:rdeo the party , 

assistint; to drive the cattle . Sudae ruy, r, o:n the 

cattle were in the bush~ sor1c K~.ffirs on a !:en.:;··by hill 

shoute(l, t h.~ cattle T'Hxl c n. ru.sh , "'f.ltl i:he 1:-Ur""h~"rs CO!!l­

menccd an indiscrimin~.te fire i!'1 the midst of then , 
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killill6 Zcko ..,nd si.."'t other "ne.Yl , o..nd trou.'~'Klint" n:n eighth . 

Tyali stated tha.t he hn.C. not seen o,ny of tllis him~E>lf t 

since he had l1ecn t··i th Aitchison ' s {~our.> • hut t.''oon 

Stockcnstrom tol d him ~t Fort Wilshire thut be uoul d 

seize Zeko ' s cn.ttl e r ecnuse the Kaffirs had att'"!.ckcd the 

Doors , he hnd enauirea , m10. found the co.n~ ns he he.d · 

de~criboCl . His i!Jformants were sever.-:-1 ~ffirs vrho 

had been present . 

On 14 Jul~r • St ocl:cn~trom reached the lo~ tion of 

l'rovisionu1 Field- Cornet c,..L"oepe , i:!hc re. he tm.·~ :1et by 

lfo.como, \7ho also CP..:.lc fo r:m.rd. wi. fu r~ , o. l:Pl'1int r.~bout the 

murder of ZoJ>:o , differin.~ from Tyali ' s only in th~t he 
( 3Fi ) 

had not been told tl~o cxnct 11umbcr of mor kilJEcl . 

On 16 July , Stoc1 ... en~~ trom sent unexpectedly for the 

JT.ottentot Boesnk, i'Jho wns Er8smus ' s ~~"'l"V'n.Y' t n.na hoP. been 

,.,ith h i m on th~ 1830 c ornnando . The stat,.,,ent obt.ainocl 
( 39 ) 

ft'o.-:1 h i m proved to be stlbst..,:nti«:Uly the same n.s T;,.a1i ' s . 

Tie descr ibPd. tho events at th c Jatao.l c.s Tyali hcd d Ol1C' , 

sayil1{'~7 that Erasmus tolcl Zeko th~l t he ·vms taJ:in,('l' o.11 

t..~c cn.ttlc to Fort Wilshire rrlY~cord.in(': to oro.crs from 

the Gom.t!lism oner- Gcmral '1.nc1. tho commun<la:r.rl: . rr And he 

appo~f.l t o ha"'.ro reen oo :nvinceCl. thnt 110 K.-:.ffirs o.r.x:mJ"' the 

cattle vmro armed. \'!hen -:·he shoo tin~ too1t :plt:.ce . Sin cken-

s~·.ran noteC. , hor1evcr , th~t 11it is l'leCC'Grn.ry to observe th ..... t 

the rritncss :prevaricntecl re-pen.tedly t n1 t~'l t with 

difficulty the above nnswr-rs \7ere :procurer. , so that hi~ 

stato-rflcnt "mst be received ···ith much s,s:picion . " 

( 38 ) }J!acomo on the sroro occ~sion c ora:Plai.Y.l.ei·J thn.t D. J)r..trol 
in search of cattle ho.d shot ofle of his Men, l~ut on 
beifl:'"' r.ueotionec he saicl trot he hnd not been :prnsent 
~d did not knO\'T tho T>8.rticulnrs . To t'rhich Stockon­
strom repli a:l thn t he- must i na.uire; for "if he either 
EJtole thP cattle, or threw or t:b.reatencf! t o thror.' 
assc.gai s nt the patrol, he coula not expect to b e 
othe:nrlse tror.ted . h 

( ~g ) A. C, ninutes , p , 320 . 
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On the ftUMe dny, Stockenstrom s0l:'!t b':r·as~··uc: , rrho 

\1as about t;o set out on the 18i51 co,~lmfl..t''ld.o, a no-r;o, 

OO.visinl·· him "to hen.r \"!h.'lt is ~har~ea a~ti.VJ.at you 'by 

the Caffres about the de~th of Geco, in orcler thG.t you 

rJ1J:Y defend yourself arainst it. I have he:-:.rU. your 
. ( 40 ) 

Hotte nt o·t Bocza.k; but · he ro nsta.ntly ))rovaricn tr· s . '' 

Provisional Field-Cornet GroeT\e. Questionec1 on 27 ( 41 ) .t.' • . • 

.A:u___~.st , ooiO tlv~t he hs~1 :not he en of Ern.smtw 1 s parVJ f 

but tput Lodewyl~ J?effer had , am had s'tibseguently cj;:­

pressed the OJ>inion that Zcko t:"~..n<l his party hro "been 

"il1....nocc:ntly shot . " (Which , tRY.:en i:r- rcla tion to 1;he rest 

of th0 ~ ontcxt , :presu.'!ln..'bly implies "shot 1..;rithout justi-

i'ict:'.t ion . ") G.roepe descri"bed n recent o.is~ssion of the 

incident at his house . One Johar.mes vo.n der lreJ~'ro., 

r:ho h ~ said. t'-"r.. t he h~:d hims ~Jj; bet""IJn by J i -:rinr, a. 

loose ehar~e a~on~ the c~ttlc , justifi0d the act; but 

he, v~n Rooyen. ( amther boqr vrho h.-.:u1 1-:een on tho com­

mnmo) and I'offor agTced th!::tt the le.<:.ffirs had been un-

nrmed . Stockonstrom sent for Peffer to ccme to Gro epe ' s 

that evenil'l{h and. nlso sent a message to Tynli to as-

scmbl e as ronny chiefs as pons ible n t his k:r-n.nl on 2 9 

-~ueu.st , flS well rmch 'K.'"lffirs o..s ,·.rere :present \'.hen Zcko 

lost his life . 

l?effe:r ' El o.ccotLl'lt confirmed vrhat hr>.d l1oen stnton 

by the other witl'lCS F es , In the notes on his stnt0.ment 

a:ppeur tho \'lOrds: "did not henr Er<J.r:tnlllS orfl or the people 

to fire-:! . " 
(42 ) 

On 29 August, Tyali produced. t~roe Xaffirs who 

(40) Cited nr Stocken~trom in his letter to the Com­
mittee 1 . 4 .36. <luotect in A .c . mi.nntr. s , 'P . 321. 

(41 ) Note~ in CommiasiQner-~eneral'§ JQYrTh~l for 27 , 8.31 , 
~c. minutes , p , 322 . · 

( 42 At a mcetinc; of the chiefs 11Mncomo t Chale , .Anta , 
Fesll...la nnd several others" to investirate the mu!'(l er of 

a Hottentot herd , b~d depredations reporte~ ry Somer~et 
to Wade on 5 Aueust n..'l'l.d s11bmitted to Stoc1~onni;rom ny 
Bell on 12 Aup;ust . A ,G. nixm;tes, :pp . 112 - 113. 
(Enclosures i1o . 1'7 and. 10 111 1!emoir o:f 163::1 .) 



ho.d 'f"\een with Zcko v:hen he was kill ea . • One of these 

(!J:tVc a sta.tenent c onfirMin:~ Tv~1li ' s version of' the 

death of Ze1w , "with this difference, thn.t n.s soon as 

the firi.n--: cm:unenced. Geoo and the other Caf:frc~ tried. 

to made their escm:pe , onc1 v1ere pursued <J.n:i shot in 

their fli 7ht." 

At the m:tme time, Stoclrcns ·~orn found. the c11ief's 

a}!j!al'ently zea.lonR in thei'r re!U"ch for stolon cattle • 

r~.rd for fuc second criminal im:plic~.ted in th0 recent 
( 43 ) 

Hottentot T!lu~Jer - ono hrd a.lrea~~y been tr'"'.ced. and 
( 44) 

d.elive:red. u:r , toc;ether r!i th some of tho cftttl0 stolen. 

On 8 A~~ust , Chal.:mcrs had forrm:rdeo to Stockenstrcrn n 

con:plaint froi!l Tyn.li thnt a p~trol h'1d s,ie?.id. 46 ce.:ttlo 

from his Fort Beau.f'ort krunls, but thr:t only 20 ho.Cl actu-

all;{ 1:er'I'l stolen , IIe !'NJ.t.ws:ter1 the return of 26 , and. 

c 001plainea fu.rther th'1 this people -r:r(='re 'hoih.c; expelled 

fr am the k:ro.als rwar Fort Beaufort, t houeh he rtas not 
( 45 ) 

co:nsciou.s of haVin~ forfeited. the ri '?ht to be there . 

At the t1·,eetin.~ on 2~ A~'!t'!St, Tyal i e cml{ln.inef!. tho.t only 
( 4G 1 

16 cnttlc had been returned to him. He and Makol!l.O 

olso c om:plainen.. t b.tt t one of' their pe opl c \'7a8 lately s e izm 

h~ ... a :patrol , held <lOi'.rl'l. over an nrt-hill n.l'l!'k9eve:r.ely 

flo~gcd; vrhj.le Uac omo reported thnt the Knffir rcc cntly 

shot by a :patrol hnd :no ithf':r stolen cattle~ nor thro\'r:n, 
( 4:7) 

nor thrcl:l,tcned to t hi' ou an ass~~a.i . 

c~.s ion to nuery n ret '!Xr'll of the Bri{~adc-:Mt>.;ior qu.otine: 

Field- Cornet l' . Erasm11s as hnvint~ lost 57 cattle and. 3 

horses, whereas Stockenstrom knew , ho 8taten , thnt 
( 48 ) 

Erasmus had lost not!·ine f'or some time . And, on 30 

(43 ) Commissioner- General ' s JolU'.ral. ~. It 404 . 
( 411(,,) Somerset to Wnd.e 1~ . 8 . ~1. A,c. Mil'rntsz~., p . 11.1 .• 

Enclo~urc 22 in Menoir of 1833 .) 
( 45 ) Chalmers to Stockens trom 8 . 8 .31. Enc losnre in 

StocJce11stroM to Bell R2 . 8 . 31 . C. o . 390. 
( 46 ) Co~,missior:or-Ge.r:eral's Jou..rnt".l. Auto . I . 405. 

(47 ) I bid . The incio ent is :n.oted in footnote ( 38 ). 
( 48 ) Stockpnr·trom to SorrtRrset 2~ . 8.31. Enclo1ll"e in 

Stockcnntrom to Bell 22 . 8 . 31 . c .o. 390 . 



All{":U.St, he rccord.~d in his Journa1 the a.rrivn.l o.f the 

Ko.:Cfir Plaatjo ,.,i th e. T'lossa.c-;e from c hi')f Dott:,...n, ex:pla:t.n­

inr; that sick.Ylcss had kept him fron the mcei:in0 the pre-

vious dny , mel promisin~:, every exertion to find the 

seconfi mur-lerer of the Hottentot . He c cmplained , rnor e-

over , of the siezure of 53 cattle fi~om hiE kraals to 
(40) 

indonmify Go rit Schccpers, and. requested restitution 
. ( 50) 

llertn1'Thile, on 5 August, Somerset had w:ritten to 

rlrute to renort the seiz-ure of van Rooyen' s Hottentot n.nd 
( 51 ) 

his co:ttl e and "numerous depredations" ( of w 1-tich there 

v:crc .r.o details ), of such a no.ture thn.t "ru1less, hor:ever, 

e. sp0od.y chnrJCc toJ.~es place, it \'!ill ' e ncccssa.ry to 

rccort to ~evcre ~d coercive mensu~es , or the fnrners 

\'Tlll bo totally ruinen • " He nointect out the virtunl 

:ilni?oss ib'i. li ty of trn.cin.e; th c s:poor of cattle l1eyond the 

first Jcra.a.l in the Chumie-Kciskammn. n.:ren; 'lm c 07,1plai:ncd 

that tt?.J.kins to the chiefs was in most canes useless , for 

"they do not exert th~mselvcs in th1~ loa~t; but mnkc 
( 5~ ) 

ten thous~rd excuses for their pcoi?le . " 

This letter, ( to.Pothcr vrith one of 1 2 Au{rust reJ)ri­

mn.ud.il'l-t; Somerset for his proceedings in rc,r,:;".rd. t o the 

July 1831 com~ando) Bell sent to Stockenqtrom on 1~ Au~ust 

( 49 ) Co" mi~sioncr-Gel;eral's Journnl. Auto . I , AOn. 
( 50 ) Somersot to t~de . 5 . 0 .31. A,S, ~inutes, ~ · 11~. 

(Enclosure :.o. 18 in. J.Iemoir of 18§8 , ) 
(51) See footnotfl (42 ) . 
( 52) Btoekel1stror!l 's version of t!H' Sf'l"'le situntio:n. is 

ifl tl?.c Commissioner- General ' s Journu.l (!Y:t.,Q,. I, 1.05 ) 
of ~9 4ucust 1831, c or·t'!lent inr. on his conversation ,.,1 th 
tho chiefs: "The Shiefq Ul1Pni :nous1y rN'l'll ef't t hn.t the 
Colonists may rc r>'lade to tf\ke better cn.re o :f tl'leir 
cattle; tl1 ~.t thP ce.ttl~ of innocent Kaffirs ma.y no 
lon{~E>r be ta.lren uwa.y , as they feel convincf!d thnt f.\11 
the murclers ~nd deprocntions nre m·rinp: to the rove~ , 

f'll'!cl want o:l:' thosn , v1ho 1om~ their prope:rty in this mar~er. 
they aad t:'1"'.t thC'y al w!:lys rejoice nhen they hear o.f 
Knf'fir plunderers beint~ Eh ot in thA Colony; that they 
n.!'E' Ct.lways :ready to {~i ve u:p those •:I hom they can find 
out~ but ccmplnin thn.t thos {' whom they ha.ve a.eliYered 
u:p 1nv!l!'inbly escape nnp'..tnisheo • " 



( 53 ) 
for his report. 

{ 54 ) 
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On 12 August, Sor'lorset ro1?ortc>o thn. t ?:~..,komo ' s peopl e 

hf'cl ~~wr.t out one of the mur<1.erers c.n~- IJc.rt of the stolen 

ea ttle , ro1d tl'':l.. t J3o to. au w auld. br: orr1 ~reel to rn.:o>.Jro every 

exertion to :rind out the rest of thr :pn.rty r.-.nrl rcs1iore 

th.E:l cn.tt1 e. He d.escribect Botr:u.1...11 ' s kraals ~s "a. nc''lt of 

the ('l'eatect vngr~tbona..~{ in Ce.f:f'rf.:ll•,.nd , " anl , beinr; r-o ne~ 

the borders , O.S ho.vin{~ "the rc ... r1 iest I:'lOMS of COOL"nittinC' 

de:predatio11s r·i thout detection . " t"/ithout the exertion 

of lbc 0!"20 ' s K!lff irs, c onsidern.ble (1 ifficul t ;· r:ould have 

been experienced in ge~ttil1r; any clue o..s to the perJ)et:r.at-

Somerset hor.ef, for o.uthorizn.tiol1 

to call 1.1~~on thf) c hie :f.'s to bri.nr, the part in8 concerned 

to trial t•fl.rl "to c use stUn'l'l.ary justice to rc executed. 

upon them in pre~ence of the -{~roops '1llc1 Caff'rns n.roscmblc<'l 

for the purpose . " lie trent on : 

Shoulc1 those d.c:prt!c1.at""on~ CO!ltinue, ( e,ml the country 
i s fuJ.l of Cnf:f:res yet) i t will 'be nece .... sary thn.t 
rrheneve1 o. :pn.tr1l herii•·d l1y w officor clistinctl~l· 
carries the spoor of cattle into o.ny krnal , that t"'1e 
Cnffres should. 1)e fired upon; 'lltcl u.11less t~is ex­
ample is "1ade , the· C::rffres will not lcav0 their prer ­
cr.t darinr conduct , the f armers --ill · e rui.nee , md 
the rrhola n ountry ro nt inue in t1 moot unso'ttlcC.. s t'1.te. 

Thio d esp11tch n.lso the Sacretn.ry to Government ~·rns 

cnre:'"'ul to fort!'"'rd to Stoc'kenot-rom, nith the rec:ouest 

thnt he sho,:;l(, co - op0rntc Y!i th Sonersct in corrylnl! out 

whatever mc'lsures should be renuirad :ro-~ rr-prcs~in:~ the 
( 55 ) 

Ko.ffir i nroads • Stocke .n.<1trom, with all the Kaff ir c on1-

pl:;intP ,:rhich hnt1 recently come to his ct"'-rs f:rosh in his 

l'lind. , .J.m ,.. onfronted ll0\1 ftith vrhfl.t ~ust h'lve Acenerl to 

him yet rtnothElr proof of the com:plr>te incoT'l:rnttihility 

of Somerset ' s views 0 11 frontier :policy •·:tth his Oi.71'1 ~ vm.s 

( 53 ) Bell to Stoc1,..onr.trom l~ . n .31 . A ~C, n1nutos,p . 11?. 
( Enclosul'e No . 17 in He~ott of 1833. 

( 54 ) Somerset to Wrulo 12 , 8 .. ~1. ,A .C, ry1uutrs, p , 
( E11c 1osn.ro No . 2~ in :i.!gmoi:r. o:f' 183:1 . 

( 55 ) Bell to Stoc1:en~t,.om 1 9 . 8 . 31, A,C, TOiP.11tCE', p . 
( Enclosure ~lo , 20 in Memoir· of lf133 .) 
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i.11ducod. to tn-itc to the {"OV0:rn:1cnt il'l very t'tro!!fj tnrns 
( 56 ) 

on t~e subject 0-f the fronti~T.. 

Stockc:n:--tron stated r.: ,,i te opel"l..ly th.,t, "::~ilc he 

rias :prc]:'f'..rei1 to c o-opcrn.tc to the ut"1oe:·t \'.'it~ Sorwrset 

He rei tern teet hi~ coY't.c rrtion 

t~-;o.t the basis of "]~ the frontier d.ist't1Th!:!.,.cer, W'"lS the 

v:iol~.tion of thP Governor ' s e~?:e"~"ent ~;:ith tr..e ~r~cfs 

t.h~t no Kaff'ir cr-~t..t·lc \701UC'.. 1•c ::'..llo'l'!Cd. to ~ c t!l2:en by 

:p:".ttinc ir 71urcuit o~ rotolen cn.tt t!:e . 

strom innistcc.! tl:!"'.t tl:le trhole cr.ain of plnnle:ro ~ "1.lJ.l'ric:r 

colonists lool:: "'fter their flocks . 

nc>p,l ef't ,.vh.ich tel{cf.l !>lace in this r eSJ.H"~t is -r!oll-knoHn. , rr 

he S[:i d , " ar.d. ;proves -+:h r:t the :peace o:n tr~0 fro~t icr \'lould. 

bJ." ?!!Pny be conrJ:idercd a loo:J.!'!~ f:':Lr:lf' . " 

Stockc:n.::tron i11u.str~.tecl his point by ouotin;·; from 

Somersc-!· ' s o··.'"n derr>nt~hcs the inoto..vne of a rw.n !h o , 

<lo~::rpite the surrpone0ly distrlrl'le(' st:?..tc of the fro!lticr , 

(57) 
cn.ttl c - th c lr'.d. was subsea t1ently r11..1.~ ored t;- tho Kaffirs. 

" I c~!.rnot better prove the mischief of' our com""'£.ndoco 

~.ill :pfl_trols , " StocJ~cnErtron went or. , "t~o..:n by gi-r- :i.n.r; the 

his~ory of one -r:llich tool:: :place 1~.st yeflr . " Tr.ic ,.,o.s 

t"1C' co"'"ll!lc.ndo of 1830 , when thP cten.th of Zc~:o occ-urreo , 

T~m.li ' ~ vc rsion of T::!rlch Stoc,,.~n~tro::n no-:·r reported for 

thf' first time , Aftor a brief restt.-rne of tho n.~ffair as 

orir,ine.ll ;r roportea to the .~ovcj:'!Jr~c:r!t • Stoclr.cnotrom 

procoea.ea m report Tya,li ' s ve r~ ion . 

( 56 ) Stocken-:: -txcn :.o Bell, 31.~ .31. A,C, :tirutest :pn . 
l l5 - 116 . (Enclosure Fo . 23 · in J.temoir of 183~ . J 

( 57 ), Bee Somerset to \l~rte 1P . 8 .31 . li {· minute<l, p . ll4-
( E:nclosure No , 21 i.n lleMQll o:f 1~33 . 
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"It !JO'l.'l trn.nspires," he ''rote , "th'lt Zcco n..nl sint 

of his men tmre -::lurd.ered in oold blood," c.s they t'lc:re 

prooeeo.ine- , armed. only vrith kioti·cs, to cl~im restitution 

of' their or.rn cattle f'roM himself ~t Fort Wilshire . 

Stockenstrom representee the Caffres arJ "ns~ist in.~ the 

:BooTs in drivine the cattletr vrhen thoy t'!ere 91 ot , but 

mude no mention of the shouts of the K~ffirs on the hill , 

and the st'"'-.mpcde of the cattle, rrhich , c.~ cord irw to the 

accou~t~ of Tynli , Boesruc n!V. Peffer , SP.em~ to hnvc 

precipitated the affrny . Tie d.rew thP. conclusion that 

"therC' 001.:U.o_ be J'lO other indnco:ment for this brutal 

c o!lduct but to h.n.ve a pl en. for the c onfiAct.tion of the 

Cn.f:fre ca. ttl e , " 

bef>n able to prove t}'lo.t Erasmus P'"'~Ve orrl crs to :fir0 , 

but "the confioence hitherto pl~e~ in hi~ reniers his 

fa. .We report the more unpf1rdonf)ble , '1m his <J.isi"li~~al 

I thi~t a very nece~Aary exampl e . " I n this account , 

StocJrenstrom stres~rd thC' f:.tct th11.. t the BoorR ~:·ere told 

thn.t any :man tn.ki:t'lf' Ka:f'i .... i:r cattl0 t•roulcJ. be severely pun­

ished , -r•hile the Knff'irs VTO re thre2tened. with aonfiscn.t­

io.n. of their cat.tl e if they offered violence to the 

comme.:ndo . .But trere is 110 i11d ication that he considered 

Erasl'!lus to have done t'lr·ong in bringing n.way :~11 the 

cnttlc to Fort filshire in the fir8t insta~c . 

Stoc1 .. enstrol'!l. rre11t on to refer briefly to the 

various coT.'l:plaints o:f the K~f'fir ch..iefs '"'hich heel TPCCTl.tly 
. ( 58 ) 

cone to his notice, artCI l"('ferre(l, v.rithout specifyinp, 

to "several other c omplaints" vrhich "cru"not rem:d.n un-

not iced . " In th0 li~ht of ther1e c ircumstn:nces, Stockcrl.-

strom rll'ote • it vrou111 'hC' n rnirncl0 if Botmnn ' s Ke.ffirs 

( 58 ) These were the col'flpla.ints· cited in his JoPrl1al 
for 29 a!ld 30 Aue;ust (.Auto. I. 404 - 405 ) and the 
com:plni~t thnt, on the com~o.ndo of July 1831 to re­
cover stolen horses , evc:r.v sinn,l e horse worth h:.1.vin,~ , 
whether colonial :property o-1! not , hP.cl 'heen clnined by 
the Boors . 
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were "aeythinc: else tlnn Lieutenant-Colo11el Som0rset 

represents then, 'n ne~t of the Greatest vaeabonds in 

Caf:f:relnnc .• '" He cm1clnde0 vrith ~ complnint that 

11othin~ had. h~e:n reported to h:tm d.irectly c onccrninp: 

the conMan1o of July 1831, or the patrols to 1·.rhich 

Somerset hro refer~'ed in the d.es:po.tches f orm:J.rcle·' by 

Bell . The f':l.rmc rs , he said. , should. be 1 eft to e:uard 

their here!.s, e.,n(1 not r.iven the excuse tt"'at cai;tle t1cre 

seized r·hile they uere oYl :pn.trol . As to Somerset'~ 

S'ltr;{"C'stion of "firiPp: upon the Cr1ffre~ of those k:ranls 

:Lnto ~rhi~h the :patrol shall cnrry the s:poor of stolen 

cattle," StocJce:nstro!!l clioolissei~ it ns im:po8sib1e to be 

sarJCtioned. - nt:ne mere !'lvorral of the intention t' oulcl.. 

just :i.fy every outra~e nith rJhich the Cn.:ffrcs c 01.1~d. 

visit tho colony . " 

In tho free of n.ll the co:nfusi.n.~ evidence rrhich 

nns 1 ater 'brour;h t forfmrd in c ol'l..nectio.n with the evef' 1;s 

of tho c a:mnand.o of 1B30, :i.. t is cl iffie1ul t to arrive a t a 

sotLl'ld. conclusion as to what renlly hn.Jmener . T!,e most 

pronable explanat:lon S"Cm S tore that the i:nci0ents took 

place o,s Tyuli anc1 the witne~mes onestJoncd. by StocJ::cn­

strom <le:1cribed them !"M t!'l...x.,.t the bureher party, possibly 

alren.d.y exci tci, n:na nervous , \'Tere pA.:nic- st:ricken "~on 

. tho shoutil'l{" r-"lr cattlo-stampeain.-:-- or:wurrecl t rXJ.<l fire~ . • 

Whether or not thf'y vrere just j.fien in a~s't:lrlir:r tr .. at the 

KtJ.f'firs clelicerately ~tarted the st3,m.pedc t: i-th hostile 

intent it is impor:;sible to say . StocJ':cnstro'!'!l is o:pen 

to criticisn for reportine as he did on the GtreY'eth only 

of the avoweftly 1msatisfactory ovitte!'l.ce of Bocsak , the 

evid.or.ce of one bnrt•he r , l:'ef:f'er, a!"~rl tho. t of Tynli nncl 

his \'11 tn.ess - eS}lt:Ci&tlly D.R TynJ.:t ' s ovr.n c onctuct chtring 

the 1830 ca!"l:paip;.n ho.d. been a.ecic_e·"ly u.ns~tisfr>.ctory, rtncl 

he tras 1""nm:m t o h 'lVe h nd an interest in t; cko ' s cattle 
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himself . lioreover, in rnakirrr.; his :report, Stoc1rc:mstrom 

d.rev1 a very crrn.ve co:nclus ion v:ithout !!le ntioninp- tho 

chief exte:nua.tin .. ~ factor: the. ohoutin,r.; of the Knffi:rs 

tmd the stampede of t1JP. cattle . 

It \1as unlike StocJr.:enstro:m m condemn a colonist 

liehtly: and for Erasmus he haa. p:r~viousl~r h~Ji c onsicler-

nble respect. St oclr ens t:r om 

at this time r:u~ o.vovredly a.n::riou.s to :prove h:l ~ nxgunen.t 

~ro;n.inst the rrholc :pn' rol '1.rll. r0.pr.ir:m.l system , whmdh 

Somorr:ot sau as the o!"ly solution to thC' froni;ie:r J.ll'Uble'Y!.. 

Throu[~hout Jr.t.ly a11(l Auenst 1831, he spoke in str onr, terms 

oga.instth~.t system, in o:r(l er to prevent the Governor 

:r.rom boir.~ in(lnce0 to allot1 n...l'lothe r expe~ it ion such n.s 

tl1at of July 1R31 . Stocke :nstrom. 's i:n.vesti1'.!oJtions ~ust 

prior to his reee:i.Yin,~ Somerset's August cles:pc..tc hes 

revcaleo. severnl insta:r..ces of the n..r.usc of the :po. trol 

system ancl the viol!ltion of the governor 's agreement v.rith 

tht."' Knffirs, incltld.:in,n7t a:pparentl~r , an instarce of a 

false rotllrn of cattle stolen, sul.mi ttod b~r. the very 

J? . Erasmus in uhom he hrd :previously hrt.i cons iderabl8 

confidence. It s0cms renso~~ble to sug~est th~t rrll 

these elcr!tents c cm.'bir..ed to mru;:e Stockon"· trom ~.cce:pt o.t 

its f " CO VHlue ~-~h<" revise<' version of the ~eko inc ide:nt , 

ru:fl. to report us stron{:•ly '"'.S he did . 

The events of July an1 Aw,ust 18711 sne !1 to hrvo con ... 

vinced StocJ:enstrom th ':tt he was povrerless to impose his 

view·s on frortier policy O.!'l the ·n.uthorities ~ ~ tht'l.t tro 

:pa trol antl reprisal systPm j of the d['.rge rs am abuses 

of vrhich he tTP.fS! novr !!lore than ever n.orture0 , would con­

tinue to be applied at Somerset's hanrs .f1hether or ~ot 

he was justified in th:i. s interpret[-' t ion of the si tu.ution 

i~; another Q.1.:ention. The f act ro&'Slins that ::Jtockenstrom 

hc.d found. him8elf increar'in~ly nt vnr:ianee r~i th th~ 

Mili t "l. r? c or.IDlfU'JC n.nt, em tf!~.i; he beca.111e convincer:. n.fter 
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Aut~ust 1831, that tho colonin.l ,"';overl'l..Mont t·ras in sone 

wn.y detemi:ned t o :pre1"ont hil!l. ~rom exerti:n.r~ n!l..y re'"ll 

111.flucnce on f!'onticr polic~r. 

---~~o __ _ 

( ii) The Memoir of 1833 and the Evido:nco of l83n . 

( 59 ) 
lfuon Stockrn~trom drew u:p his fl&moir i~ 1833 , 

( 60) 
his nvowed :pPr pose ms to expl ail1 D...!lti jus-.Jify his :policy 

as Commiss ioner - Generr,l , i n orcler t o meet o:ny n.t.tacks 

vihich mi:~ht arise fr om "cortni:rt strictures u-po:n the 

frontier :Policy of {the C2.pe ) COl1tnil1ed il1 ' Ba.n.nister' s 

IIu.rnano l?olioy,' ' BYoce '8 Letters ,' ' Kay ' s Resonrches, ' 

a..l'ld soMe reviews on thnso :pub.licntiors . " I t vras to 

be eXIJ11Cted, therefore , th~. t: he \'1 0uld phrar:e tl:ie Memoir 

i..Yl tcnns Cfl.lCulntec. to nr·et thr> eort of criticism lf1rcl y 

to come :lr om philanthropist Cl tt.'1l'terf.l . The rcnernl tenor 

of tho menoir , ho·rrevnr , "'l.S previons a. i scuss ionr-· of 

diffr"'rent f"l.s:pocts of i t ho.ve shor:r.J"' , wns c m1 sistent '<.'lith 

t."l1c fnr-ti lie.r "eatures of Stoc'k:enntl'om ' s v i ews . As 'he-

forr , i'.rhilc u.:rgi.nr: th~ necessity f or :protcetirt,. the colol'l-

reprisal syste~ as n ~ca~s to that ena . 

t'laE "10re c Q.l"'.firmed. i.n thi s vie,·r oi' the me.ttcr, rl he rrrote, 

" then b~r n c om""lwclo \ihich I W'rts :i.nducod to sa.nctio1., i.n 

Jun.e 1830 , upon the reprcsontnti_on of the mili ta:ry 

co~andru'lt wd the :fro.n-f;ier Boor::: . " 

( 59 ) lremoir of 1833 . A,C . !'1i'1U.iic'1, :P'P . 99 - lOR. 
( 60 ) Sec his int.rdlur>tory IJO.Ta"''' .. \Ph • 
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Stockcnr1trom :proueedcr. to ("ivo +he :followi.l'l{l: 
( (;1) 

a.ccou.nt of the uffi.ir: 

I nccompanien ono of tho divisions of this co~~anio, 
after hnvi~,'! strictl;;r for~id the Boors tnkin·~ any 
Ca:f.fre cattle 1-rhn tever, ·u.nless the Ca:f'f:r.es should 
violontl:r resist their taking st'!C h cattle BS c oulcl be 
svJOrn to a~ c olOl'linl })ro:pert~~ . A di vie ion of :t::oors 
took a consid.crallle nu;•nr·cr of' co1orin1 w<'!. Cnffre 
cattle ~ixe<~, prC'tom inf" th>~ .. t they hcd hoo :::t despcrote 
firr'l1.t for it, in vrr..ich tho C::1ffre chie:f :Go1~o a.m. sP.verdl 
of his non VJcre killed; but I subseflu.ently :f'on.n<l out 
thf'.t them' tmfortunnte men ~·~ere "l'lurdoroa i.r1 cola. blood 
wcl unnrMoc~, for whic'lt atrocious 1.1.0t there could. hnve 
been no rcnson cxce:Dt to fin(l a :plc11 for seizin!" ~;he 
Caffre en ttl c , con.tr···r;r to my orc.i.erR. I therefore 
:f:'r.el c onviD!Wed. that ~he c o."'1nnnde .. flt haCl.. l"cen m:LBil'lfo~ed 
as to th0 stn.te of tho f'ro.rrtiE'r , nnd thnt nost of t'bo 
report'1 '"''bout the :n.tmlerous c1.o:pre{! -:.tinns n.ncl ftc~rerate 
intentio:nr; of i:hc Ca.ffres were utterly :"';!'OtmdleFJA . 11 

Thi s accotmt a,?:I'eos YJi th t.hc view StocJ~cnst:rom had 

cane to hold of thG 1830 eommanoo , excc~t in on~ signifi-

broup;ht ax;ay all the en.ttlc , colonial ;.u':l.cl Kn.ffir , 

c ontrar~" to his or(lcrs , on the streneth of the :prete.rctoc_ 

attack by Zeko nnd his M0~ . ~hie i s a ralpablc miG-

representation of th p. fn~;t~, uro. one t'lJ:dch cortn.1--nly 
( 6l nJ 

further blackens the procecdin~~ of Erasmus's party . 

{ 61 ) ~fc. T:lin.utes, p. 101. 
( 61a ) r discur,sio.n, Professor Roberto hn.c S1J,':'"{'7este(1 

that this im:pr0.ssion is ~ossibl;;r merely t'!:e re~m.lt 
of the eompreflsion of Stoc'kcnstroi'l ' s nnrrat ive , aril. 
th'lt 1 t could be arGUed tr.:J.t r1lm t Stoc1~en.r~trom im:plied 
tras thnt , in or0er to ci:rctunvert hin orders o.gainst 
takint~ Kaffir cn..t+lc, Erasmus n:nd his pnrty sta~cd. r.~. 
prcto!1clod. uttnck. Stoc1mn~trom ma:r nn.ve assUM.er1 that 
Ernsmus ' s :party staged the atto..ck ir- · or-""er to provide 
a :pretext for clninint" Knffir en. ttl o, 'boc"·mse they 
k..VJ.e1'! tl>at they \'!0111<'! t:c '1.llowe(1 to Tr"'tn.i:n orly the 
c olnnial nn.ttle t!"-!.en they rench(')d Fort Vlilshirc, unless 
the Kn.ffi:rn hnd attem:pte<l to :resint the rou.ndi.n."'' up 
of the eo.ttle .. 

l ):rofessor Hobcrts poi.l'lts out t1, ,.,t this t·Jolllcl be a 
nQtura1 , ~~~ not n D~~ticularly cToss, distortion in 
StocJ-:enstrom' s Min(l • · 

However, i.n the lir:ht of StockenstTom•s insistmcc 
in evidence hefo re the Comm.i ttoe ( vide inf'rg .A .c . minum s 
Q. 986 - 100 2 ) that he F'~"~01.'J of no orde:r to brine RVlf!:Y 
Ko..f'fir cattle from the 1a-e.ala o.t all., 1mle~s the Kaffiro 
res is tea. tho t nki.ne of coloninl c.-:.ttle, it seems tha. t 
the origirnl im:prer oion convoyed 'hy the 1833 a.ccount 
is :probably t 11e corrcet or_s . 
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W~s it deliberate? It c8.1:" 'he said to ho.vo been so, 

in the oonse that Stocl:cnstrcrn rc(I''Qrdefl thif! incident as 

the strongest case of misrepresentn~ion in order to ~~in· 

K..<tffir cn.ttle i11 his cX)!orience ... the case which most 

clon:rly just i:t'ioi' his attitude towards Somerset's romtests 

for co~w..dos in July and A~ust 1831 ... and was tmrofore 

anxious to put it as forP-ibly ns possible. 

it as ~~ ntte~pt to support the :philn1~l~opists by 

fu:rthcr bl'lc1con1n~~ th("'> colonists is to do Stockenstroi!l 

:Jn injustice ; in his next J!f.'tra.pro.ph he wn.s emphatic : 

r,ow I beg that it be clearly understood, that :Ln 
here s:peakinc: of Boors, I allude to ·those vho are 
immedie-toly interested :tn the reprisal system; the 
mass of those colonists vrho understand. 1 ts effects 
hold. it i.r' r.bollination;" · 

On the other hn!K~~ , h~/1 Stoc'ke:nBtrom he~ i:ntenden, 

c'!.el1berately nncl U..l'lscru:pulously • to misrepresent his 

r>n.rt in that cornT!lando , 0..n0 his or"'crs to the burr~her 

fo:roe, is it likely thnthe wotli<l hf.'l.ve O.J?J?e.rtdo"' to his 

memoir, nnd c onsta.ntly referred to, the very docu.men ts 

fro.!!! which it could re nr-meli th9. t he hnd, in fe..ct, · 

oric;in~ly samtio·~ea the ta.ki:nP, of all the cattle from 

the kraals , 1n·ior to selection? 

A ~ossiblc e~lnno.tion mi~ht ~e s~~~estea: upper­

most in Sto ckans ~;rom ' s :':'lin(l , ev~ r s inc ,., 1831 , h 'lCl b e0n 

the t \ 'O facts of his own strong and continued o. J10Sition 

to the ta.'ldng of Kaffir cattl a, ( except in pe_:r.ticular 

circumstnncos as n just :pu.VJ.ishmcnt meted out by (". aver n­

ment) and who.t ho reenmer1 a.s D.. deliberate d isr0~nrd 

for his rc,;ulo.tions on tl,nt po:i.nt, on +ho part of the 

frontier militn.ry a.uthoritien . Tie recc,lled. vividly 

his orr11 re:pea.tof! wnr!'ings in his <lesl)atches before the 

1'830 comMando, ~o..inst the seizure of eny Knffir cntt~c 

a.s c ompcncntion, 0nd his v.rri tten orders to Eraf:Jt:lUS on 

15 June 1830, the clay before the COt11T"l'"'l'ldo r;cnt into 

n.c t i O!'l • .Ard he rememberecl t!ith coual clnrity several 
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i.nsta."lces tThich had been brouPht to his notice durin-~ 

Julii - August 1831, ~::here po.tro1s heJ.1. taken Knffi,.. 

oattle eontral'y to rceulations .. In juxt a:posi tio:n 1;o 

thooe complaints had. come thnt n..r.·7alnst the coR'!Illn.ndo of 

1830 , which Stockenstrom cnme to r0p;ard as havin~'": acted 

dee0~0tively i:n order to provide an excuse fo r ret~?~.in-

ing Kaffir c0ttle . In the course of the t;.·ro ;rcrtrs in 

t·t1ieh Stookenstrom SY!ept alon~ in a risin~ tide of 'bitter 

rese11tment at the rGoollection of all these things , it 

T"D-Y be ths,t he remei!lbered. all that he hod rn:>i tton bei ore 
. . 

·the conma.ndo of 1830, n:no., r ending the events of 1830 

by the lie:ht of 1831, nctuallJi d.io. f oreet the taotic~l 
( 62 ) 

&XrB..nee-!Ant decided up_on by Sonersct on 16 June and 

ve:rbt.~l1y c crnmurlica.tef by Stocl:enst:rom to tl1e 1,urr:her 

division just before it s et ou-t~ . Add. to thiE Stocken-

P"tron ' s ratn:ral (tistress e.t d..is0over i:r.p; thfl,t, by }'lis 

authoriz."'.t1.o:n of th e eoni'iscnt:i.on of the Ka:ffir cattle 

in 1030, he had himself a:ppnrontly h<'en gutlt~r , a lbeit 

unwi tt infrly , of pre~ is~ly the i njustice rte;a:l.n~t rrhich he 

hril invcir~r_ed s o strongl ;,-; a.rd. his <lef'1irc ir 1 833 to 

justify h1.rneelf in the eyes of the Colonial Secrotnry, 
-then 

nnd the 1833 ve~sion of the Zeko incident~ber-omes 
( 63 ) 

und.ersto.:n.rl~.hle • 

( 62) i . e . th!~t a.ll the cattl~ Br'ou.ld. fir~t l'e asrJer'lbleCI. 
n.t Fort Wilshire , where the colonial cattle W!"'re to 't-o 
selected. · 

( 63 ) To rrhat e:ctcm.t his con1!TersA,t ions vrith :Prin{;ole mn.y 
have colmll'cd Stoeke:nstl ... om' s views it is in-possible: Jc;o 
say. Nni thor :Pr inglc :nor J3ruce, it SPeros, based his 
aco01mt o.n c1ir~et informa tion from Stocken~·trom . Bruce 
q~otes Cha l mers, the missionar;y, a..CJ his authoritir . He 
e~"trcs an extract fron Chnlmers Jourl'1r.:J.l, describin{~ the 
r UI:lmJ.rs at the deo.th of Zeko which ren,.., hefl the ChuM.ic , 
o..!!o. tho tales the c omma1'ito ~xc> j_ted nrnor ,~ tho natives . 
Tiis o.ccount of the affair, he P.o..ys , i s t!'l.nt ~ivcn by 
Cc,:pt .• St0ckenstrom to Chn.l mers . It ~rures ~o ~ention 
of events at Zeko 's kr aals , nor <loes it sn.y thnt the 
Kn.f·''irs '!.'rero uno.rmea, r,,t d.cscribes th.em as aPsist:tl':l~ 
the Boors to drive t!'l.e cn:pturod cnttle, and giving tta 
ldnd. of whistle," that is customs.ry nith them, rf where­
upon the Boors fired U TJ0 11 them . The Boors renor ted 
th::tt trey had fired because the Ieaffirs had ~-ttcm:pted. 
to r etake th0 on_ttlc , but J?effer aftert'!al."d.s told. 
Stoc1\:enstrom th c true stntc of' affai rs . 

( (continued foot of p .24B )) 
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It was, ::'.t fl..l'l:J r£~.te, the version to rrhi3h Stocl:e.n­

stro~ o.ftcrt·Jards :pn:rsistc11tly ru111erec'l, v_ll effortf' t.o 

r~ovo the contrnxy notwithrrt~d.inP . In his evidence 
. ( 64 ) 

on 19 Aut;un'b 18:-15, he '1gn.in irsisted thn. t "there rtere 

strint orders give:n thn.t :010 cattle should lie tru:en but 

rrlut colll<l l;o sworn to :1s colo:ninl :pr orerty, ru:tless 1;he 

Cuffres shotud. resist the taking of such colo:1~ al :prol'erty. '' 

Arr"!. 11 o reprcsentocl. Er~'·!mus ns reT,Jorlii1,... tho.t "in tryin~ 

to select fue colo11it:t.l :property the Cr.:f'frcs hod resisted. , 

"l'ld t:!w.t hin people \'!ere obli.~ea 11::~ self-defencn t and. 

in order to exeeli"tc his orders to fire on them," and. 

reeollectec1. that ttColonel Somerset ru.1d m~.rs! 1f' said he 

had <lone very well .. u In givi!1[' a resume of nhat he 

subocr•nontly C'.iscovored , Stocl;:cnntrom onittor the :point 

tl1n .. t Ern.srms hrd tolcl Zeko t!'lat , in r. •~izir. .... . 0.11 the 

cattle • he v;t=t!""' ~cti.nr~ n.ccordinp; to ore! c rs - a :point \'lhich 

a.:n:pcc.red in l)Qth BoeseJ.:ts e;rd T3:-alt ts versiors . T·ut 

he stated tf1nt thE=> KD.ff'irs b'J.d followed E:rn~T"!.us "uno:n his 

sayin~ that th<Y might c o:10 rmd. ile-r.w.n'1 i;he ir ef"l.ttle of. the 

T:'lili t!"' ry c C!DI!\and.ant nnd me . rr 

(see SACA 1 .12 .3n.) 
Print~le says his antbority Js not Bruce ' s letter, but 
"r~ source \"lhich bn.s nevor yet deceivea me , n.nl Fl1ich , 
in the :prcncnt 1nstflr'(1e, I can rely u:po:n to the letter." 
This r1ny ht~ve 1-.een Stockenstrom, ru.t :Prin("le ' s account 
differ~ from Stockenstrom ' s i.t1 sayi.nr thnt "no colonial 
cr.ttlc trere discovered" in. Zelm ' s poAsession, n..nd th"-t 
Ero.s~,,s a.t the k:rnal tolcl Zcko thc.t he was tu"l-int"' <:..11 
th~ c~ttlc as "reprisal for Cnffre re:prcdutio~s." 
Fu:rth0r it :follorrs the lines of Tyr.li ' s version . 
~r inc~le , too, ho.""' no a. iscussion of' the o uestion of the 
or<1ern civen to the co:r.tT'la.."lao . " I n rc[l"\:r-d. to tl-Ji"' !JTO ­
ceerinr.s of tho trro pri.nnipn.l offi~~rr on tl,is OC(11'..Sio:n," 
he snys: "I have no particnlor il"'fornn.tior, nor ar.1 I 
avm:r.o of QJ:'ly complaint of their conrluct." Tlut, of 
Ern.s1Tlus 1 report, he says: "this report :.:-'"''1t as usual, 
bu.t too renel.ily credited o.l'ld :receivci1 • :r 

Olle poi~ which snems to indicate thn t Pri..:t'lP.le ' ~ 
info:rm'lflt vms !:ot Stockenstron is his nescrininP." Fi<;ld.­
Cornet :Peter Ernsmus "the commo.n:'ter in this 'bafle. nncl 
cor·aroly mo.sf:ncre" as "one of the· -prineipnl lenders o:f 
the rchcl Eoors in 1815" In f€tet l' .n. li:rns ,us vrn.s 
not a len..dcr nncl. ''Jar· o.canittoo . (Sec n .c .v . L~ibbrtn1d.t : 
Sln.chter ' s r.f;1c RC>)e1.lj.on. The Renellion o;f' 18lf>. 
p . 68 - 69 X :VI. of which Stoc'lrenstro!!l rrould. h.nve 
b\'en a.vrn.rc. O:Prin{?;le: .~<"lrrn.tive of r\ Rcs~d.e:!"lcc 1.n 
South Atrica a. Londo11. 1834 ch . XIV. 

(( continued foot of D· ~49 )) 



' 
:ro!)licf in t m n.ffi :rnn.tivc . In J!Oint of f~ct , of c,·· u:rse, 

(G 5 } 
he h:.:d 11ot Cio.no so. Aslced then \'thct her Erast!lUS had 

mni tte0 the ehnr~~c , Stocfh:nurhron repliofl t ht:'. t he hcl :not 

:pro:Jse:l him t o that exton+. , 

Erasmus clenieo t he cro.r,r:e , St oc1 :cn'3 tron expl a:L"tlea: ur 

sent him a lette r t o lot hi r!l l>::nor; wh..'1. t the cr~:rr~e w:.:;s; 

expcctint h.is reply , I did. not vrish to ptmlt rd.1 to an 

n.clmission , ox:pectin{l7 ru1 i .nvestign.tio.t.l to follow. " 

tt I r'1ust ohsorve, n Stoc~'"£'!1. strom t.·ren.t on , f:l-:f'te:r stntirr; 

t!m t Erasmus l'Ud not reply to the letter ,. "that this 

\','V:.S conner> ted. ·.·i th va:r·ious other cases, 111 vio1...tt ion of 

the J?rine iplcs r:hich I hod establis'hcd. ror tho f·m ntior 

protectio.1':. . n 

This is the fir"t ~ctual stn. tement that Stoc;:::onstron 

expected a ful1-sc~le Gnm,ir;· to fol1o1·.r upon the various 

cha:rc;os he had m~<le . T~G.t he dio. o.ntiuipatc s11ch 

action on the part of the f,'mrc:rnmo11t , however , TJ.a~r , :per­

hc.ps , 11e inf'errcc_ f:ror'l his reforel'ico , t-rithout specifyi.n{~ , 
( 61J ) 

in th c despatch of 31 A.nt;·unt 1831 , t o "severnl o-ther 

ro mplo.il'lts" ·rrhich "ca:n.not remain m1.not i ced .• " 

At this poi11t , nskod to stc.t e ary other case of 
( f; 7 ·) 

\'1hi ch he l:new, Stoc'kenstror1 q uotod_ the ca.<ie of Sc he·epcrs , 

,"'7iVin:~ the facts as they ap'PCS.l"ed in the dcspat··h of 1 4 
<.• ( 68 ) - (~9 ) 

JuJ.y 1831. Ho also cited the ca~e of Dreye:;.", presumably 

Nci t'l:cr of these tno nn:.: cs any rcfcrcnc(-? to \'1ha.t ort1C"rs 
may have rcen gi~en to Erns~us , or i~plies ur,y critic-
ism of' Stockenstrom . T11er0f ore th c r~as on for his 
mi srcpres-e!ltf:'.tion d_oes :not seem to lie in tr.:l!:'l r-ou:rce . 

( 64 ) Q. 986- 100~ . A.a . ~inutrG up . 85 - 8~ . 
( 65 ) See his note to !rnrJr'lus lfl . 7 . 3l. Ref . i:n :f.oot!'lote ( 40 ·). 
( 66 ) Stocken ;t.ron to 13e11 21 , 8 .31 . A .c . minuter-J ,JiJl ,115- 116 , 
( 67 ) Here printca ( Q. 1003 ) as Sche~ora . 
(r,o) StocJ:enstrom to :Bell 14 •. 7 . :?1. ~ ,c . Mirmtcc,pp . 11~- 111 . 
( 69 ) Q. 1001 . Fru1tr.0 as Drier , 
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ono of the "several.other aoo:plaints," since it does 

mt n:ppear in enrlic r r ocm1cnts, Sigtificantlj , 

Stookcl'l...stt.oi!l so.ys in this o..<~C01.Ll1t, "I shoJ.l ncntion 

rw ... mcs, in or<1er trot it nay be enouircd. into i:f' nee res-

oo:ry . ft And , €fl U.'!lly si{""!1i:~"'icftlltl:~r, it is in this con-

text t1H.d; Stocke:nstrom o.go.i:n di(TesserJ to point out ho'Y1 

~Y fnrmers disa:p:provecl. of the re:priflal s -ysten; ard 

hov: cruel it \7an thn. t o.. whole n Qll'll!lu.ni ty should stiffer for 

ffthe crimes of those fo1; . a This scens ogui~ to indicate 

tlw .. t Stockenstrom was l'!ot us :il1r: these cD.~'"'S ; sui ta'hly 

d.:J.rkonoc1 i11 outline t to c~st a slPr upon the c hc.r'1c tor 

of the colonists; nn~, thn t he t·m .. •· :pr.-:n:>n.red to h~ve his 

:facts invcr:!tigntncl, Nevertheless, he persistr>d in the 

u.nsubsto,:nti?.tE'<l Vr>Tf?ion of the Zeko affair . 

Stockenstro:!!l' s r·~coll ootions of the 1830 - 1831 

:period e .. p].)e-:..r to have l~een most confused • Disc>ussin{; 
( 70) 

the question of false nlnrms on the frontier, Stocken-

stro ·~ was asl':oa \'lhether the co .. ,r:w..ro o of 1~31 was not a 

case in point , nrC!. :procccd.ea. to explain his r0::u:~ons for 

believi11(" that it w~s so . RE":ferril'l (? to Somerset ' s 

sucgostion, r~uldo to him at Grb.hn.n ' s Torm oli his arrival , 

thn t n. commando shou.lcl go into Kaff'irlan1 , Stoc"':enstrom 

co~.:rnentoc'l. : "NoYT , tho rocoll ectio.r of tho eo"'1!Tlanlo the 

ye x before rested heavily on ~v ~ini . I then enid. I 

should loa]{ deeper into this . " But it was only rrhen 

he wn.s onr-:c.ged in 1ookin~ a.eo:pe r tlnt the rovisoa facts 
- ( 71 ) 

of the cornnuna.o of 1830 CEtme to 11-eht . Yet n similm> 

mis:pln.ced order of events npnc~rs in the memoir of 1°~~ . 

Stnc1cE?.l ·stro'Jl u:p'l"' ears to h[.~Ve c on-rur;ed \'Thn.t preceded iim 

J uly 1831 c o'"'li!lnncr o with his c1 e spa tch after S orne rn et ' s 

rcco~1cndntions for a co~nndo in Au~1st 1031. 

( 70 ) Q. 1019 - 1021 , A. C, minuterc:, :P • $18·. 
( 71 ) Accordi!l"7 to the despatch of 14. 7 . :·n , Stoc,m:nr::trom 

and Somorsct hal the <'i iscussion on n.bottt 10 June; while 
a.ccort in{~ to StocJcon· .. tron ' s Jour~"al, ho heard Tyali ' s 
version of tho 1830 CoMmtm.do on 13 July . 
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The reat o~ ~is evidence on 19 A~~st 18~5 was 

concernecl ohiefl:r \'rith the rooronnd.s for his comr.)ln.i!l.ts 

Rbout the incffecti veneE'Is of his noii tion as Co"tMissioner-
( 7?. ) -

General , the continuance of the rrprisal sy~tem an~ 

the evil ':' to ~·rhich thn. t must incv1 ta.blJ' lef'ld. 

___ o __ _ 

( iii) 1836 : GlQdstone vs. Stockcnstrom: 

The Ze1::o I ncident, 

This po,·iocl <'tid. not como under a.iscmsion agrdn 

unti ~ the sessions of the Con~ittee in 1P36. :By thnt 

time , Lionte ::tnnt- Coloncl WOJ1 e h"'cl nlrf''"'d.y :fol"'lfl.r .. ed 

copies of the evicl0nce of 1~35 to th c Cnpe - rre ... :n.na.bly 

to SomC' rset - lll'H:j c ..... m:pbell hnd co-rie.mcR his inveP.ti~C'!fl.tions 
( 73 ) 

into the ErasMus cnse . llhcn Stock(\notr.·or.1 '1.JJre~ed. 

before the CorrL"li ttee on 2G Fe11rrw.ry 10~(;, :none of the 

ir•:formo.tion VThich cner.7cd from Cf:mpbell ' s e nrmir~r was 

yet availn.l:lo , of c curse . But Stockenstron ' s eviden~e 

hnd f'..l;·ec!ly provokecl criticism fran col"'tain ~u."'l.rters t 

'l.,hich foUl'lcl n mouthr:liece in the Cont:'1i ttee in the person 

of n.n. Gloo.stor.e , t1 na7coracr in the 183G session • 

.Prior to Stoc1:cnstror.1 ' s exeni:nation , Glo.dsto.'~'w had 

evidently ::wc'l e a vc ry thorou.:~h stncly of St o~l~e Yl.s tr om' s 

evidence our il1,..,. the prr->vious session , and. of the pnper:J 

( 72) StockenstroM, hmvev0.r, :pr ofossed i;h c hil"hest nersonnl 
rcspe~t for Sir Lowry Cole hinsclf, (:P:r.inr:le no"tt'lith­
stana inr· ) n l thoup;h insisti:nr:. the.t tho ~overnor ap-peurcn 
to have c hoc en :n.ot to t:mplo;>- him effie iently. Sec 
Q . 1 048 . 

( 73 ) Soc eviclence of \'bR.e . 25 l!.arch 1836. J'l. ,C , "11nutos. 
Q. 2785 . p . ~g9 . 
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( 7(1. ) 
o.eli vered in in c onnectton with it, n.nd had. bee O!!lc 

aware of severnl discrepancies in the evineme concern-

inf" the Comr!!.iss ioner- Gcmralship . 

o:uestionint'; to vrhich he sb.bj ected Stoc1rcnst:rom on ~r, 
( 75 ) 

Febrna.ry ~J1d 1 liarch, revealed not only that he ttishod 

to prove to Stoc~enstro~ that he himself, and not the 

colonial govorrunent , bact lhisinte1'"pret.ecl the instruc tiona 

concornin~ the CoT':'!iss ioncr- Generalshir, but that there 

were severnl poi.nts upon t'Jllich he con.sidered hin to 
.. ( 76 ) 

have neglected his duty . 

StocJ>::enstron, however, persiR+.cd. i n his cont0ntion 

that tho offic0 1.,~,1 never 'heen put u:non a sound br>$iS by 

the governor, soPS to C!lc'\Dle him full~r to curry out his 

1not:ruct ions . In connection v:ith the papers delivered 

i.rl on 19 Fer:rur..ry, Stockcmtrom drew u:p a l:an('tJ1y d ocu­

ment , commcntin~ upon theRe p~pers nnd omplifyin~ his 

:Jrgunentn , v:hich he F~ubni tted to the CoT!lni t.tce on 2n 

February . The Com!!littee , however refusv-a. to accept it 

i11 the fori!l in ,.,,}'llch it was snbmittea, ( see Q 2391, 

A,C. minutes. for this ) ana. it ,·ras Y'ot entered ur>on the 

minutes , His answers 111 evidence frequently were lon~ 

e.nd nA~J''d.eril'1.f", a.m by no mea:r1.s al\•Ieys to the :point t a 

fact Hhich c~useo the chairm~.n ( l.Ir Chn.rleR Lushineton 

on t1'1~",t occasion) onee to intet•rupt with evident irritation : 

( 74 ) On 19 fcbrnory Stoc1~cn<., trnm was call en before the 
Co·;mi ttee; n.nd nh.ot·.rn the followirJoo pn:Pers •:·1,ich had 't>een 
delivered in: . 
1 . Extract of o: Derrpntch from ViE:~co,,nt Gade ·n c.h to the 
officer admi,!:':istcrtrtf." the Goverr.me !'t o:f' the Capo, elated 
14th Juno 1027 . 
2 . I nstructions for the Cow.miss i o:ner- Gc r eral. 
3 . Renarks on the In~tructions inteided for the Con­
misnioner - Gencral , aonfidenti~lly nno by nermission 
oubmittcd to thf) considerv.tion of his Honour the Lieu­
tcnnn.t Governor n~r the:> 1maers i{Teo Conminsioncr- Gcnernl , 

Stoc"kenntrom wa.s r.1.lso as1~em to deliver in tl1c followin~: 
4- • . Suep.<=stions of the Co··-nissioncr- Ge!l..ernl rel11.tive +.o 
the l'olic y to re adopted -: ·ith rc>spect to the C affres 
r:nd the occupation of the Ceded Territory be~ro.nd the 
Gona~De, submitted to his Excellency the GovPrnor . 
f.i . The i.nr:Jtru.ctions to the Corn..T!liS <'!ary-Generr.~nd Con­
mnnda.rt relative to the expulsion of Mncomo, dn.tcd. 8th 
10th of April 1829 . A,C. minutes, D• ~07 - P-14. 
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"it i s the 1'Jish of tho Conmi ttoo to c onf'ine their 

::;r occec.in~ as c trictly as :possi1'1 e to t!1e :pri~ary· object . . 

of their appointment; they ho:pe , -rr. crefore t thr•.t in your 

w..swers you will ol'sC'rve conciseness t'l.s nuch 'J.S :possible , 

consistent v•ith rrhnt ~tou consic1er to be the vindication 

of your c harnc tr-r . n 

To \'lhich Stockf>nstrom replied with affronte<1 dignit-q-: 

"M:i.ne are !'1e rel y ~swers r F3sul tin:~ :fr en the Q u.e st ions 

put to nc . l have 110 l"ish to :ptwJ:l !!ln.tters beyond givinp; 
( 77 ) 

fUll nna e~licit ans~e~s ." 

AsJrcct to ·specify the :period. hoyonrt ivhich he considered 

all his useful func t;ons as Co~issioner-Generul to h~e 

cea.sct1 , Stoc.,':enstro:'l a a ted it fron 31 August 187.1 , ,,men 

he hod co-r.!plnino1 of the July 1831 co'1m.am.o n.:nd the fact 
( 78 ) 

ihat no notice hncl l•cC'n t'l.lren of hio representn tio}1S . 

Aftf'·r s<Y.O.e a iscuss ion of this point , 2nl then of the 

13ushr::w.n c ornrw:na.o o"'l 1B~9, G1nc1 stone returne0 to the 

co~nanlo of 1830 . 

"The c O'"'l.!:l!ll"'ito i'Jhich took nl -we in 1830 , " he sair , 

"you hrrve oJ.rcady stn.t~"d, ua~ sc.rotioPed iP the first 

inst~tr.ce. 1;y you:rself'?" 

"Yes," rf>:plier Stockcn'" trom, "~nl it is one of .those 

case~ 1''hich I :p~ticulP.rly r~fer to , to :prove the dif­
( 79 ) 

ficulty of my positior- ." 

Gladstone y.roceeded to cronr-ex~r.tirw Stockel'lstrcrn 

minutel y o:n the subjer;t of this e o-:rraamlo . 

O.n rc~:~ ii"lf' the corrC's:pond.ence of lf!30 - 1831 which 

Stocken:1tron hoo s ubrni +tf><i to the Colonial Office, 

Gludstone ha<t bcco"'l.e avmre of tl1c ttro obvious :fla'l-vs in 

his lf333 and. 1835 V~""Ysions : his a.ssertio.!l that l!:r~sr.ms 

( 75 ) A,C. minut~s. Q, 1946 - ~095 ; ~096 - 2n53. 
( 76 ) e •. ~. i .. .rot exami11ing the receipt accounts of the 

Civil- Co-.!nissioners, or T.'lnldn n: o.n an:muell. tour . 
Q. 20 30- 2 039 A,C. rnintrtes, pp . 2r6 - 227 . 

( 77 ) Q . 210 6 . A,(}. :"li nutes, p . 232 . 
( 78 } Q . 2107 - 2108 . A.6 . minutes, :p . 23,., . 
( 79 ) Q, 2145. A,C, ~inuter., p . 233 , 
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had n.cted entirely contrary to orders in l"·rin."i!1.r.,. at7ey 

both colonial ~r.d Kaffir cuttle in the first instance , 

c~a his representation of Eras~us as havin~ reported 

tha.t he vrc.F: att:::lm:ed rrnile i11 process of selec>tin."' tre 

coloni~l cattle to brin~ off . His cn~estions ~-rere there-

fore care:fully T>l!llllled , to shm:1 that these tt70 assertions 

of Stoc1-:enstror:'l vere not consonant with the doc:me.nts of 

1830 ftlld 1831 . 

To the firRt ~~ssert ion Stoc}::en~trom rulherect very 

firnly u_nficr c rosr-oxe~ination . 

r!l.Gr>t his :phrase "where the colo• inl C'"'ttl c trere to be 

sclectP.d" in t.hr report of 23 June 1830 , re.fcrre"' , he 

replieo : "Erasmus said. he h~d brou""ht the c~ttlc the!'e 

li1 oruer to re solecterr by us; ErRs~us hruB. ~o orQers 
( no) 

fi'01:1 r1e to 11rinr Caff're cat,..le . " 

"Do yon conceive thn:t it r·rould h!lvc ree:r practic"t'J?le 

in such an expedition to distinr:uish colo.nin.l cattle 

from Caffre cattle?" Glo.Clstonc 'Ylext enauirc.v~ • 

"He hn.ve 'llwn.ys ctol'l e so," replied Stocl·c:nstron . 

"Dut , "· said Gl-ID.store , tur:nin~ to another sig!lifi­

cant expression in the 1830 def'patch, " yon have sn.id in 

tllat same letter great quD..ntities of C'lffre cattle were 

neces8arily brour~ht r.-ith those rccor~rize.=~ ry the colonists 

as stolen, and sr:nt out to Fort Wilshire, principally 

the pro:perty of Gu.ika ( (Sic . Sq. Zeko) ) , hnt sor.tn 

c lui "'lee l:iy Charlie . " 

"IIe drove t:ren all before hin , " rr.>turned Stocken""t:rom, 

"That uas his rc:port . Tie snid , " ( ana. her0 , extraordin,1X-

ily, Stockenstro'""t revert0" to the. orie;inctl 1830 version 

of Eras~us's rPnort ) 'ft'J: re!lt there , n:nc:l I collected 

all the cattle, ~d bro~~ht them here for you to decide 

about t~1e q_nestion, uhcn this f ~'-"'ht took Jlln.co o.n thr--

( 80 ) Q . 2156 . 
uhat follorrs . 

A.C. minutes I> · 234 . Q. ~157 - 2172 for 
A.C . minut~s, pp . 2~4 - 235 . 
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road. tn 

"But yon hn-r:e not snid thnt they were brou.""ht in 

c onseou.enco of thf' man's choos ii1r-~ to br :i.n(" them," 

GJ aistone pointed out, "rut thnt they ITere nnce~g~ily 

'broug'hi:; 'i.'fith t:!'lose recognise(! 11y the colonists as stolen . " 

"VI ell," S'liil. Stocke.nstrom - a:nd. it is d. if"ficul t 

to J::notr t7hethe r to s}I!>ply the ad. verb 'irri tn.bly,' 

'evasi vcl~r, ' or r irrelevr.-..ntly , ' - "I sup:pos e if a "'l'ls.n 

drives P.ll the c~ttle he fir.tds 1~ ef cr e him in a country, 

that neces~arily rrntst embrace everybody's cattle . " 

"But yon do not menn it i.'Tn.S .nccess[l.ry for him to 

drive ~11 rcfore him?" persister Gl~~tone . 

"I only Y. •. norr th~t as lo."'lt~ ~s I havE> been on the f'ront­

ier it hr1.s often occurred. that co;n!!lQ:n'los have gone in, 

\·Jhen it \7~ UI.lderstood. by the C~ff're chiefs t!1n.t they 

shoulcl just ride t!'lrou:'l'h ithe c <Jtmtry o.ro. t"'kc tihat \las 

l;no•:n to be colonin-1 cattle and le~ve tbe Ca.ffrc c:tttle 

Ul'!Plolested • " 

"Did you 'l.t th..'l.t JciMetn engnirc0 Gl'ldatonf), np})ron.ch­

inG :from n.not~lCr ~..ne1e , "rh.en they brou..~ht out t!,c 

colonial ~r.ttlc ru1cl the 0-:.:f'fre c~ttle together, disapprove 

of their not hnving taken the d.istinctio:n?tt 

"1 shoulCI h~e disn.:p:proven of it,rr· snid. Stoc1-:cnstro~, 

( the 1833 version Drrain :tn n.is ~1il'1d., evidently ) "if this 

report hsd rot 1'0en :-1ooe , t1:.e. t lfihese Ca:f:Cres hro n.tta.c1:ecl 

t~:.em , "YlG there rro..~ e. fic-.ht i11 conseQUeJ~ce . " 

nT:~cn it wns in conseC'uerne of th0 reportr:d violence 

of the Cnf':fre:;~ , F.c stated to you , ~hat you. sarctionect 

their h~.vinl'" b:rm:tl~ht of'f both 1:ind s of c~ttle to0ether?" 

"Yes," Stocl~e r..stron replied., r..f'fir"1inr: ~ lso t. ~~.r1t 

thir.: vms t!l e reason he h!"f 11ot tho'IJ6ht ~ft to restore 

the Kaff'ir ca. ttl e , am that this WD.'"' in accorda.l"ce with 

the :principles laid <l.m.n in his SUzo;cestions . 
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At t his point LUf'hi:n.r;ton interpos\'d from th<: eh..r.tir 

'l"Ti th. the suc~c:stion thn. t , as the colo:nin.l cattle 11ere 

seizea_ i n Kaf'fir country , it 1'ras not u.nnB-turnl thn t the 

K~£firs should resi~t . 

"The Caffre chiefs," c,.-:plained Stocl':cnstrom, "before 

rre ~:.•ent in car.1e t1l':'£1 h::rl a. confere:r..ce '\'rith Colonel Somer ­

set a.;:'d myself, tmcl atrreed thD .. t the Caffres should re-

m..1.in QUiet , c.nl t:rat rm should select the coloni a l c attl e . n 

This c orresr:oncls to '.'•h".. t St oc"'"'cn.str.o!n rcr;ordcd Tye.li 

os ht1Vil1t"~ sn. id to hi!!! on 1 3 July 1831 . Th.n t Sonr rset ' s 

orders of ~1e lG June 1 830 represent a variation is 

suc,.,.c:-:ter1 1W the fa'?.t. thn.t Ai tc hi s on WDP eX}!lic itly in­

strut:!ted to CXJ;lrd:r his pr<X.eedi'Yl(';S to tl"e C}1 icfs • 

Gl ndst one, hon•cver, had not yet ""!me h:i.s r)oint • 

":Ton," he rcsw:.cct , "the report ~a.rte to you vms , I 

understr-:re. , th"' t t11 e Q. u"!Trel n...."lcl the violence bot\:tee:n 

tee Caffres n.l"..r the r:.olo!lj sts h.9!1 ti1.1~en :plooc ~t the 

"As they 't'rere drivirt~ the cuttlo on ta;m..ro s Fort 

Wilshire," Stoc ~en strom c orrectefl him - t!le 1 830 version 

"\'fo.s it not reTlortAd to you that the Ce.ff'res re­

s1ste0 the taki:rt,lj of the cnttle in the first instX!! cc?" 

"Yen . " ( ~y.par0ntly the 1D~3 ve rsion is unre~ost 

"~I ell +~~e!' , according to th!" t represc~t t ion of Ur . 

Era.srms ~ the cattle hc.d "heen ta1~cn ~ ~nd roth ldnis of 

cattle tn~··~;n t or,eth0r, o.lthou.o:h no resist~'f!Ce h"lii nee:n 

rude by the Ca:f:fres to the:i.r bein ..... taken?" 

"Yes • " ( 1830 ag~i~ • ) 

Glmstonc :prcduc0d his trump card : "Then if i t 

"ITas re:pr,...,ncntod. to you n.t that pcr·iod. that both :'rinds 

of cattle h"Xl · ron take::n from the kran.l , 3.11a .no re­

:prenentation ,·:a~· !'lade to you of a violent resist.'"lnce to 

their bei:r..p; taken , did yon, tmder those circur:1stanc es , 
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not express your d.isn.:pprobr'.tion of their havirl,:' 'teen 

tn.~~en indiscriY!!inn.tely?" 

At this point Stockcnstro~ evidently became a~are 

thr:.t no!!lething \7fl.s wronp: somerrhere . 

"I do not uncterstar;d the cn:Jestion," r.e sC'.1d . 

"Ur .. Erasi!IUD d. id "'tot r e:p o rt to you t hn t the t aki.nc; 

of the cnttl c 1·:as violt::ntly resirt::-.d b~y· the C0.ffres?n 

Stoc:t:cnstro::::1 took rP-~f'e in his fo:rmer ca:t:plaint: 

"I:r the Gov~r1T'1Pnt h'"d at the ti"'ne t1~o.t rry rcyresenta.tio!l.s 

i'Jero :tn~:1..e , i~ 1831 ) ir.F.1e~ i~tely entc:red i.!?tO the invcsti-

[;l.tion , c>~l "the<·e r>oints 't'!ou..lB tl:-:?n h"ve 1::een cx:pln.ineo , 

tJhen I !H~- t!, e rccord.s ut h.~a. "l.l'Hl -the ~7itne-..sse<J were on 

the spot • " 

"I r: ish to kt:O\ , " i ?Jsistc"l ~1a.1sto.nc , "tf'-:ether the 

re:Port llr . Ero.snus !1DJlE? to ~ou \:-ns, t}1"'..t the Caffre s had 

resistc0 the to.!-::i11"· of' th~ cattle from the kraal, or 

tb~t they ha.l a:ttf.)ckoo the colonists !l~ they ~ ere :pro­

ceodil'lr- on the iT r;n.,, to Fort V/Ushire ?" 

"They h'ld res1ntc0.., nncl. !1e h[l.d fired.; the exact 

spot '\7'1-lere t!"e rnsist'1l"!Ce took rl~.co I Ce..Ylnot tell 

you ) 1'eC'"l.lL<:JC I rras not there . " 

TJ:d.s sort of thin{" t ' e!rt on for seveml ~.uestions 
( 81 ) ~ 

more , until Glndstone, in an ~tte~t to 0et b~ck tn 

so:-":cthin,:- c1 oi'i.ri te, rPfcrr(ld Stoc};::en':"tTom t:o the i:n-
( 82 ) 

strurtions to Aitc~ison. The first p~rt of the ~rra~~e-

l!lC:nts, rcl-:.tinf~ to Ai-tchison ' s actin3 '!.ll'!~er T~rali ' s f"Uid.­

amc , Stoclt.:c.n.stron reccllectco • .But he ~+.o.ted C'luite 

dei'iri tel:,~, Cl!d. t'lffirme~~ ar,eJ.n , trat ho "never knmr of 

tJ:l.nt orfl or, tJ~a. t OaptuiJ1 1\itctiso.n. , .. a.s o!'dered to l>ri11r;, 
( 83) 

co.ttle . n 

( 81 ) (1 ., 2173 - 2177. A. ,C • ":irmt0S, :pn • ~35 - ~3r.,. 
( ·02 ) Q . 2178. A,C. ,inutes , I> · 23(.). 
( 83 ) Q . 218?. - ~187 . '\ . 0 . r~1in:1t?.s, p . 236. 
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Gl::-.d.sto:ne djd not pursue ..1:1-t e point ·"ur·the ., ... , 'but 
• 

procee<'led to auestion Stocl-('-n:"'t-tro-:'1 ns to the s"'cucl to 
( R4) 

trese eve~ts . Stockc.nstro.n affirmed. t1,s.t he hP.il re-

:porter t~e nn.ttcr to Govf'rment ru1cl h~. rcco":l"'le:nO.er the 

Aisnisoc.l of l!~rasnus; but th~t Erasmu:::' h.:ii. not 1~oc-~.1 

0.isr:dssed, s ir.lce this couJ.d . .l'!O t ~e <.lone uithout a 

"recuJ_ ~ e.t1n·c.iry cma. :t::I.'O oi' ,. 11 AsJced r;rothrr he hnfl. 

roco""TlenC.eit s.n enouiry, Stocke.nstro!:i re:plie~: "You 1':-111 

find by the Governox'' s letter in ansucr to m:e uhen I 

c or-!J.)lc.ined o:f the cases of Botman &c . thn.t sn incuiry 

was to tf'l:e pl "..CO, mo. thofl C' cases ·r~oulu. of course rt.11 

co;.1o 1:·cf'orc the se:r.1e court of in<"uir;,:- , rrh~tc7er t},.·:.t 

c O'J.rt ~i.r;-ht l1e . It woulO 1Je o f course c. nilitrrry 

Court, for +he C O"i!'l~dos "Y.ld pQtrols hod 1~ eel" nili t8.!'Y • n 

Ane. to BuxtoJ, ' s C!l(!D.iry ,.llf:thcr he over receive"' D2'1Y 

ro:sr·er fro.:J t:rc Govr:I'!l..r e::r.t to his recof1'r.lerdr.tion tha.t 

Erusnus shoul~ be disnis~ef , Stockenstrom responfea: 

"llo; t 1r;t is just the J)Oint . " 

At this :point :Buxton proceefled to r:n.tl:~r up thc­
( 85 ) 

threo.Cl.s after :~is usnul :fn.~hion: " (lO I u.nd.erst~L"!d 

you a.rirht tl1.nt ••• " r>..nd then .a lon{,. :pnra:phra~c , 'ijlore or 

less colourof' 1:-y his O't'Tn interpretation, of r!h~·.t hnd been 

s::tic1 in oviC.e me • l oo.t o:f it. StocJ-::cnstron confirr1er • 

Tie Y:o.s pe.rticular-ly int-istent on biro dcter:'inn.tion to 

n2kc the ~est of r:h'1. t he- regn.rdcCI e.s so ~lurinr~ ~n instance 

o:: the cJ:mse of the coJ:~..manC.o system in ord.er "to shoi·t 

the Cc.ff'l'es tlm t the lli1derstwt'l. i.Yle 'hetrree!'l Sir Lo17ry Cole 

f' .•. m the Cn.f:fre chief 't'T"'.s rot to ro ~ deua. letter; ani 

rrbcn. I -Pon.nd. no stel)s ta.1ccn in c onsc<: ucr.ce," ~1e m1de0 , 

"I of course thou...-ht it ria~· ro use tr:y1_n ,... , c.t le~- t 

throuch ny ncdinn, to ,.,rin? tltil"r:·s to that state , as I 

( e4) Q, ~182 - 2187. A,C. minutesL p . ~36. 
( 85 ) Q. 2188 - 2197; 2199 - 2200 ; 2203 - ~204 . 

A.c . ~inutes, p .J . ~36 - 238. 
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hope, throu;h n. strict ad?tesion to those S'l'J"l'{"estions , 
( 86) 

'1i(.:ht be r: one . '' 

But v:hE'n ::t .. uxton appea.:re0 to have und.el"Stooc that 

"~;ren the CB:Pf'I'es 1.:-ere nnkirLf: no r0s istaroe 1 when they 

bad 1~ icl their a.rtls aside , al'ld v.rhen they rere peaceabl y 

goi11"' to tho place where their cattle were :}.~sembled 

(( sic) ) tha. t then he ( (E.rast ... ms) ) '"'ilf'ully :ftrea. UJ!On them, 

ancl t 11 nt he \ms , in -point of faet , the cause of th9.t 

b1ooc1shcd. , " Stoc1~cnstron :pointed out t~~.t n.ll tl1is had 

been proved to his satisfaction "exce~t as to Er~smus 

fi:rifl"".S:: i11 pc rso11 or order1ne: 1 t. " It soens thnt 

Duxto11 rras drm'lill,; upon l?r :tnc;le ' s vc :rsion; :?or i n nuest-

ion 2197 he ns:{cf : ".And aid you hear t}1'1.t these -peo:r>lc' 

u.nnrnea. :111c1. inoffensive, I'ladc o. renuest thnt +}1eir n illt-

cm·rs ~irht 1c restored to thern , lH3C(?.USe t~.ey vere thci1 

Iile~l':.S of' cm"bs i stcnce? tt 

"Yes , " replied Stoc"'r:e:t"'ttrom , "1:ut this h[!.J>:P Pnen n.t 

itl.ei:r kra nJ.s . i1 

( 87 ) 
Gl:1dstor.e :pmmccd. : · "\fhen c1id you hear t1'mt?" 

"I:, T.'!J.Y letter in 1831 you -rr:ill f'Pe . " 

He "l.'.'oul0 hPve sr-on no such thin~ there * of' course . 

mr in nny other docnunent exc->ept in the Cocrmissioncr­

Ge!.eral To Journal; but Stocke:nstro-:!! hnd :previously 

refcrrc6 to this fnct in the evidence of 19 August 1835. 

Whn.t is to ee nacle of o.ll +.he f8.scinati.P. r: rani:lic-

n.tions of t~1is eviclcnce? One W01Ucl cive :·mch t o have 

been :pr('sent durin~ thn.t sessior , 1:ihere r;estures , ex-

:pressi ~n·s ancl. t-ol~es of voice' ni~ht h mrc reveale~ a eren.t 

clcal ths. t nust .nor: inevi tn.bly remain in the f'icld of 

conjecture . Certainly Stoc1,..en ... trom a:ppen.rs in no very 

satisfactory li~ht . 

( 86 ) See also Q. ~109 , 2200. 
( 87) Q . P198 . A. C. 1il1utes, :p . 237. 
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It 18 impossible to f'Void. t'l-le conclusion tlut, on 

some point, Stockenstroi!l had indeed tried, ~lbeit not 

very smccssfully, to tlDJ<:e out n cnse . From the chn.ree 

of rrfiful misrf!:presentation of the bP..sic elements of' 

the Zeko story he :must be expnerf',tor • \'Jhe. tever the 

v1eight to be attachoo. to T~rali's evid.e:nce in 1 °31 , 

thcrr ca..Yl be no doubt that 1\V 31 Au.p.nst 1831 Stoc1-:en­

stror.1 was co:nvincec. of the truth of it, wd so ll.'epre-

sented it in ell the 1oter evide~ee . TJ,c effect of 

the l!rumer in ,..hi"h Stoclr.en ..... trorn d.escri hed the affair 

iJr. 1833 r.l.11a 1~35, hor.revcr, Yras c1e~ide0.1y to '"Iorscn Er-

asT'lns ' s c~~c . revertheless, it s~Prts unlikely thn.t he 

dE'libc:tntelJt denied tl'le co:'1nmndant's instructiors tt.nct 

distorted. Erv..s:nus ' s report ···i th t hd:i aim in ,~ iew. TI~..d 

Stockenstrom .-risred to rl~c}::en Eras'TIUS -:no. been -pre-

pnred ·L o ro to s rc h 1 cmt:t ,1.s to Cl o so, ~1 t is :not unl ilm-

ly th~t re ~:.'OlJ.l!i h~vr ~one the rrro1c lenr·th 'l..ril. lef't 

B1.1xton to his view theli Erasmus himself ".'Tilfn.J..ly fired 

on the w.:resistin{-"' K.af'firs , i.nstead of :point inc: out, ~.s 

he a. id., tha. t he h'"'.d nn+ been able to nrove this. The 

:possibility that StockenstroM really ha.0 forgotten 

Somerset ' s orders to t~e co~ ~undo has already r.een 

develo:ped, ~d it seems to he .borne out by the evidence 

una.er d.iscussior. , t7here this is one f'Pct about ,.:hich 

Stocl~cnstron is consistent throu:;hout . Stoc!:enstJ~om ' s 

ne ::::nry wns not his stron.r. !)oint, n.nd. he hcl i:n this in-

stnrce no ex:rlic :tt dooumcnt~ry cYid.qnce to help it aJ.ont":' . 

There war·, in nny c ~ se, no neetl for him to sup:~reRs 

the f'1.ct of tr~o~w orfl crs, or hts aeo1Jicse:nce in t.hem, 

c.s c :point of' sc1f-justificn.tion : Somerset ' s sugr·estion, 
. . 

:prmridcf! it were explained to the chiefs , r;as, in fact, 

.n.n o.d(1.ed sn.fe guara. ae:":ai11st indiscr5.mil13.tc se izu.re of 

cattle by the colo~ists, nnd thel~f~re somethine of 

which Stoc'kenfl trom could. \.'ell h [.LVO approved; as indeed 
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he appears to have done . 

thr01.lz':,h the despntc!1es of 1830 - 1831 , r>re:pm-atory to 

v,rri ting the memoir 't-.r'hich was to justify all his proceed ... 

incs ~Eainst ~ossible ~ttaeks , and having in his minr 

no recollection of Sonerset ' s orders to the c~ando , 

Stockenstro'!l st'lJ.!J:bled. over just the po:i.nt ''r1Jich GVm­

store had m":'.de: 't7hy hn11 Era.sr.ms not in tb e firE1t inst­

Dncc been reprimani'l.ed. for 'bringing awa.y Ke.ffir cattle 

with t 11e c oloni~,l cattle? Seeking the expla:na t =ton wJ,.i c h 

just Uied a :pro~edu.re about tihich , at the tiMe, Stoc1r.en.-

strom l~rew his oY"m conscience to have l:~een cle~, he 

founC!. 'I.'J}l.at he \'Tantec. ; of c OtlTses it \'Tas because Eras-

mus hfrl. r e:portcd the Kaffirs to h~ve res is tee t!: c takine 

o:e the cat·1lc in the first insta..,'11.co , thn.t he hnfl~ counten-

anced the C~..ffre ct:,ttle bei.n_..., l~ T'Oll{';ht out 'U1f' rctainro . 

To this versio.r, in le33 an:l 1835 • Stoc1.ce:nstrom &.dhcr-ea . 

But it vms not one y•hic h 'tore investi.~n.tion , n..c:1 J1e Y:as 

to discover ,. to hin cost , at Gladstone ' s ho.no.~ . 

Nevertheless,. nothil'l{! coulc1. 11onvinc e St oc'ke:nst:ror.J. 

that he harl ever Jcno'JJ"l of or r~iven or:'! ers f'o:r the round-

in::" up 11na. 'Prinr;-inp to Fort Wilshire o:r. cll cattle , least 

of o.ll the n.ffidavi ts fror'l the CfJ.:pe r;hich Col01'1e 1 rlad.e 
( 88) 

procl1.x~e~. in the Cor.1r.1i ttee as the colonia l c ou.nterblast 

to Stockenstron ' s evi<l.cr.ec on the Zeko inc ietent . A 

brief p.lf.lJ'lce n.t these , shortly 11efo:re he sailed. for 

South Africn , 100. Stockenstrcr.l to d.ra.\7 up a letter to 
( 1C)) 

the Comni ttee, to prove tha. t he could not :possibly 

( 88 ) See evidence of W~de . 25 March 183~. Q. ~785 ff. A,a. ninutes, p~ . 299 - 30 5 . 
{ 89 ~ V1ri tten 1 .April 183tS .. Submitted to Committee 18 

April 183o • Q . · 280 0 - 2809 for 1;·1hn. t f'ollovrs • 
. A , C , qi:nutes , pp . 310 - 32.3 . . 
Aecora.ir:t:· to the ":private intelligence" of the Gr~-hmn' ~ 
Tovm Journa l, the version finally min.1J.tP.C! by the Cor:t-
mi ttee was a "consideral1ly softened" one . Stoc1m.nstron 
had orieinally, sccordli1e to t~is account , mad.e use of 
several trvio1ent e pi thetstt which, o.r the a..1vice of 
several nembers of the co:"'lmitteo, h e at last reluctantlJr 
VJithd.r0i7 . GTJ ?.1 . 7 . 3t- . Item. -
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have eiven any oro.ers for t1l~ t~king of Knf'fir cr~ttle ' 

~d to supply the eviclence u:_non yrl-Jich he hrul bn·· eo. his 

oocnsutions n.guinst Ernsrm.s . 

In proof of the for~cr Stoeken~trom cited his order 

To Ernsnus o~ 15 June 1830, e~c referred to his letters 

to the Secretary of Government, datcA 12 r:tr. 17 lrey, s.11ct 

9 nnd 17 J·unc; hie letter to So!"lerP.et of 19 Uny; 

l etter to Cnn:pbell of 8 June n.n:l the lc-1-;tc-r oro.erinr; 

Erasr..1us to :plnce himself u..nd.er the orders of Somerset . 

(The latter two domme nts wr>re no+ amol'lt" those submitted 

to the Co 11Ili ttee - he gootes fr cr\ thf'!>l'!l) . lioreove:r , he 

pointeo_ out, on 1 5 Jnne t:bc burr;he... force 1"\frre :put ,,IlC..cr 

the corJ":'la.:'lf: of Sone rset , wd. he hi,:'lse 1:f' co~.,ld c or•.f!e(luently 

h~ve ~iver then PO fUrthPr or~ers . 

In ::prooi' of the charges agr.drst Ern.sr:ms, Stoci-.=en- . 

stro~ quote<l the relevant record fro-:1 his Journnl in 

fu.ll • And c on~lnclod: 

• • . if, instcai!. of all corres:pondenc0 ·on the sur ject 
'-i th 1:1e f\ei.nv it ron"')ed :fro\ thnt ~O'!Prt , Q court of 
i:nnliry ho.c'l cl1Sue~ -, I an convinced. it uould. hnvc 'henn 
clearly prov~d +hnt the i~form~tion uhi ch I had received , 

ancl upon which ny re-port vms fo1.rrdcR , nas correct . 

Quest:ionen 9.f;Ain on the s';:bject of t:re el'l(l_uiry , 

Stoc}{enstrom insiste<'l that a statenel"t such a~ he f1'"l.d. 

t1:1de rr~.rdil"t.f.; the conduct of Era.Rmuo , 3.11CI the rocom-

~cn~~tion for his diswi~8al , could not a~pc r in ~n 

officiP~ des:pntch 11itl')out lea.n in~ to n..-r:1 enq_uiry • 

• • • I never c aula f'a!lc y t hn.t m.1c h D. s ta tpne rrt 't'r 01li d 
be ~Jade to nny r:ovornor 1ithout l en.C. inr to n.n invest:ic­
a.tion , ana. either sho~··inr~ De th'"'t I h.r:lrl been rath"r· 
J?Te"'mtnre in Tiritint" too str ongl y upon tl-.'J. t s1.itje~t , 
'hy ~ivinf" the accuse'~ party an or:porttwi ty of irrrned.iRtcly 
clen.ri:!.1.0: hinsolf or eivinf: the acc1J.S('TS {for I was not 
the a.ccusP.r ) a chance of :provinp: t~e ir ch':!T"C u~ile 
the> c'\se rra.~ fresh in the ne:nory of eve:r:'tonc . 

Stoc1.:enstrom rrn.s of an obstinate breed . At n.o 

tine nou1d !w rPadily h "l.VC adni tted hiMself to he.ve b een 

in the vrro11p . But this s~tenent - the only one in 
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connection 1-:ith the Erasmus cP.se 111 ':'Thich Stoct:e.ns tram 

scans to i::ply t"'lut his convictions had rron g little 

sJ:.n.}:en by !.he o.f:Pid~Yi ts :produccfl by 17ode • 

___ o __ _ 

(iv ) Gladsto~e vs . ~tockenstrom : 

More Flaws in the Evidep.ce about 18:?0 - 1831 , 

Gladstone, hnvin:"l' found. l''is m'1rk i:n the Zoko 

affair , ho.d 1~y no nco.ns ei:hn.nstec1 his shafts . It r:.i 11 

l)c rec'1lled 'J,~t, in the nenoir of' lf133 , ~tockenstro!:l 

11nd. d .. rc..vm the conclusion$ fi'am vrl'kqt hf! ..... ftel"\·mros be­

lieve(! to hnvc occurre<1 on the 1n30 c ormru1do ; t1-Jat 

"the cor.u!w...na .. r-• .:rt hr.it been 1:1isinforme~1 3-S -t·o the st~te of 

tl,c frontier, 'U:<1 t'• "'~- mof't of the reports t:tbout the 

.numcrousdcnredn..t ions n.nd. clesT)erate int<:ntions o:f the 
/\ - .r: ( 90 ) 

G<1ff:res were utterly rr.rou.:ndlos~ . "' Glaflstono n.ppenrs 

to h~vc sus~octed ~ ~il.:re~ble spot here, too . Tie put 

the rucstion a'"' to .. ,heth,~r Stoc1cenc; tror.1 heii ever seen 

cause to nlter tJ·o opinion ex:pressec in his despatch of 

23 Jtme 1030 , ·~·hn t it ha.c1. , cen asce.rtni!led thnt "these 

Caffrc;~ hci!. ,E'en pri:nc ipally c onc,.rned. ;··ith other- troops 

il1 -'jh e de:predat ions on the c olor y . '* Stoc'ken~·.l.r 0:1 · 

replier th[".t he i71l very scnpticnl on the subject nfter 

ti~ '1.t occurrc~ ~ vrl r.elieve;l Colo:nG 1 Somerset to h::l.'ve 1'een 
( 91 ) 

mte.r:t ionnll,- de~eived. Nevertheless, IJU!.'Gue:t Gln.d-

stono , had ho at the ti:ne 1·een satisfied thoc the en m.rnfU'ldo 

( <JO ) A, C. lir:J.utes, Il • 101 . 
( 91) Q. 2~01- 2202 , A.C. niputes; p . ~37 . 
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( 0 2) 
~~d the proceedi~~s ~ere ~bsolutcly nece8cary? 

ni_acted on tho rcJ)ort of Colonel So:::1crset 'l.ncl on 

the inf'orf:l.f:.tio.n I rcc ei vea on the s:pot ; and I rr0.nt to 

me.f'l.tion, n.s one instn.rce o:f the total insufficiency of 

r:a.y situ'ltio.n, my recoivin.!"' rer>ort::- cominp: :fror1 Cnpe 

To\'!'Yl rou.na to ne on subjectP- cf rrhich I ho-<:1. no d.ilrect 

kYloi'Jl e·., go , nm of' nhich I vras Mli t e ir'11ornnt , -mc1 tl:.en 

bcin.c:: obli:-;ea to inqu:lre on the s:pot 8.1'1cl receive inforrt­

ation :f:ro"" tl':ose vecy nen ···bo ha:l sent the report . " 

"T~e Go~error had direct3d you to satisfy yourself 

on thr oce~sion?" 

"Yes, 8..11,., I {~ id so as 'I.'! ell n.s :nossib1e . " 

If Gl mst one hoo :pre:Dnrcct !1 shn..ft here , he. \'rithelcl it , 

after t~:lis, for he ne:r.-oly asked l'7hether Stockenstron 

conceiveo_ tlHt t the C'TOvernor had. rE'lied. upon his re:gort 

Q.8 tra Sufficient {;t'OUl1d for \'l~trrnx·tinp him to eive his 

awction to rJho..t h'"'<l ~-een done," ,-itrout :pu.rsuin? the 
{ 97> ) 

subject . 

G1a.dst o..rte next directed StocJ~enstrom ' s at tention 

to his st11.tenc1'1t in the nc•lloir o:f. 1 033 , tr.at ' th c bnsis 

of' Colo!!el Somerset ' s s~r;er--tions rras not ( (ol"lly ' pre­

su.i!lnbly omitted in error. It a.:ppea.rs in the :pns~age 

Gladstone 1'12-S p arn.phrasi.rP.)) to conti11ue the :pn.t:rolling 

and reprisnl sycten , but that it should te considered 

i:nd ispe.nsable t o snoot ~~he Cc_ffres v.rt,enever n p"~trol , 

headec1 by ~n officeT' , distinctly cPrries the SJ?OOr oi' 

Cf\.ttle into o.ny Ja'nn.J. , f am cnoni:refl ,,"Thn.t et"OU!ld.S he had 
( 94) 

for nascrioin,r; to Colonel Somerset so horrible a deed . "' 

"Ris ot·m letter; Y'Othing c lse , n Stoc1?:onstrom replied . 

Hor VTas he ut 8~1 convinel7.d by Gladstone ' s snp;gestion 

( 92) Q. 2206. A. C . "'li:nutP.s , p . 238 . BPxton hrul here 
interposed thrc>e ('IUestions , ~~tcr nhich intcrru:ption , 
as usual , Gladstone pur<'!uea his point frcn where !te had 
left of'f . 

( 93) Q .. !B08 . 
( 94 ) Q. 2209 - 2210. A .C , ninutes, :p . 238 . 
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t~at Somerset's proposal must te related to its en~t~ , 

~d that the terw "those depred~tions" referred to 

depred.l:l.tions of the Jrinii he tras then reportin~, r:h cr c , 

in ~~<1ition to rol)be:cy , a Itott:entot heril haB. 'hcen 
(95). 

cruelly murdered . 

"As I m1d.erstand. the t~in.n'r:," Stocvenstrom eontende~, 

"they hmrc nothinr~ to B.o ''lith one ;1..!10ther; it s:pc:tks 

of traces o :f cn.ttl f! into krM.ls , n.nd then firi:ng upon 

pco:ple in the :!a'onls into which those traces have led. , 

T'lorcover, tJhether the s:poor be that of mnr·1 erers or 

rol::1'crs~ t~e c.ct of shootin~ those fourA_ thereon is the 

&o:t~1c; and," he n.ddct , "the Co~mittee uill 1111derstwa. , 

if t!1f't i.nvestigution he.d to."tr-en Jll:!'l.ce on the s:p-o·t • .f.;J,e 
. ( 96 ) 

ex:vln.nation r:-ou1<1 hf'vc follov.re(i i~~diu.tely . " 

Acce-ptinc t~~ nt this hBCl been Stock<='nstrom' s in­

terpret!l.tion of Som0.rsetts vrm-ds , G1adsto!lc O.Plrcd if this 
( 97 ) 

hg_t:l c onstitutefl the reason for l'!ts lenvine t1 ... e colol'\..v . 
- ( 9P ) 

This Stoc1censtrom tv:ice denie~1 • As to ;·:he-t.her he felt 

confident t!1r:t such a :Proposal :Tould not ba S3.ncf;ioned 

b~;r -bhc govern'!lent ; "I hrrl. no ic1ca rThat !lOlU'l t'.l}:.:c J)ln.ce ; 

:no thin;'':' f'o110t7C., in c cnseC"_uence ; I rece ivecl no u:ns't'!c-r 

to thut; but I holt no rcr.son to s.w_1pose thn r-overn.-,ent 

,;oul ~ roJ'lctton it; on the cn.ntrary, I r:roulC!. ~"'clieve it 
( 99 ) 

·,.,.. · bl n :L .. .:poss~ .. c . 

This vim7 coincices r.rith the ~ancludin~ Dai'n~aDh 
(100) 

of the dcspatc>:h·of 31 .Au1Ju::t 1831. But it is cnite 

po£nible to construe Stockenstrom ' s str.tc:.1entr. i1' the 

memoir of 18~3 into an assertion th~t he resig~ner. be­

cause o:f the IJOSsillili ty tl1at Somerset " s scheme rrould r.e 

( 95) In uhic h interpret a. tion Gladstone waft very :probably 
correct . Sec the relevru'lt despatch : Somerset to WE~ .. de, 
1P. R. 31 . A, C. n inutes. p . 114. 

( 95 ) Q. Qel7 . A.C. ninutes. :p . 2~8 . 
( 97 ) Q . 2220·. A .. "O • Mi:rnto s, :p . 239 • 
( 98 ) Q. 2220 , 2221. A.C. minutes, p . 2~9 . 
( 99 ) Q . 2222. A , C . r.tinntcs. p . ~39 . 
(100 ) .A ,C. 1'linn.tes, :p . llf> . "nn Lieuter...nnt-Colo!":Al 

SomersP-t ' s SU{';("estion of firinc upon· the Cnffres o:f 
those kraals i.nto \c:hich the patrol shall cn.rry th c 

( {con tinned :foot :p . ~no. ) ) 
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c0rricrt i nto effect , wl.,~.c h is evidently herr Gln.ctstone 
(101) 

ref;l.d. it . Stoc1:enrrf.;rom ' s st~tenents are tynicnl of 

the stronc vic\7S of the ··~bol c rncrnoir , ~·.rri tten i n tl!e 

her--t of th~"' no"1cnt , m1CI. certninly in this. instn.roe tone<! 

clo-rr:n in ~.:;"!1e evi.1 ence fifteen months later. 
( 102 ) 

Later Gln.dsi;one returned to the attncJ: r::lth the 

vexed q_nesti·~n of the subst~ntiation of the reports on 

the caf!es of' Schessers al'!d. Gordor . 

"Were you not cles ired to investir,f'..te th0 truth of 

th<' conpluil!ts t1".."' t you had ~ad.e?" Gloo.stonc v~iehed to 

"''l10l7 . 

"ITo;" StocJ:cnstron replied . .G.'"n t1,Cf" ~ "l Jr:non 
(103 ) 

t:~'1.:>t is ().llrclec to , 1~ut I ~m.s not orrlered . " The 

:=-el evn.nt paragraph in Bell ' s letter of ~9 July 1831 , 

he CD.ic1 ,. he J:neti "l"'Y he ~rt ... " 
(105 ) 

him, he respondeo: 

On its reir:r,. re~ to 

"That is just ttb.at I '"'ay , thfl.t an in ("I uiry rrns 

thrca.tcnecl; tbf.1_t inouiry .,-oulcl ho.vc been a mi litary one , 

bccr>usc the -patrol rm.s ~ rnili tary :patrol , r-n{l before th~.t 

co!'lr.li ttce of incmiry all the other cnses rroula. l"'l.Ve l•een 

b-ou...,.ht f'orward, if I h~ only S('CYJ an invastipn.tio:n or 

only hct>.m of it . " That n gov0 1:m:1ent- u.ut!:.or izc~ 

:~ilit£try en.auiry hn.fl. 1;eon threntcned ~ "b0forc ul·:.ie:tx :he 

·uoPl:~ ro rco_1ri.rea to sribstnrtinte his ch.'"'..rl,.e~, bnt TI1~ich 

he conlc1 not institute , ~.m- ehich never too1r: lllacn, 

s:Poor of' stolen cr:ttlc, I F-h~ll rot: (hrell , 1-:eir ..... i:oo 
riell SP.ti sfieC' o:f the impossib:tlity of such a t1:in,,. 
beint• ever snrctioner • The mere avenal n f the intent-
ion t1ou.lfl ,justify evP.rj,. outran:e u·i th ··;hfch t'he C~ffreP 
co1u0 visit th~ colony." 

(10J ) A, C. ~inutc~, p . 101 . After~ lone( discuosion of 
~he enor':litios of Sonerset ' s proposn..ls a ) to continue 
the reprisal system (1J ) to shoot those into YTJ"ose krn.al 

the spoor shondd rr:. traced.; Stoclcenf:tD&!l vrrites: "I 
therefore ( thol.lf.;'h I rrould , as lone '1..S I hm continued 
to hold my share in th r man"l~C"lent of front ic:r- affnirs, 
have persisted in :puttinG Cl O! .. ·n r.mrderers ,,nC.. l,eter1incd 
irreclaimnble :3;>lu.nderers , hor;ever f"luch I may thf!r eby 
hflVe exposed nysclf' to the censure of very rrorthy nl­
thou,-::h ill- inforrtted. mistf11,.cn mon ) rcsol voC! rather- to · 
~uit ny stntion the~ see tnn proposed s~te~ actef upon, 
nuch less S"!.nction or act u:;on it nyself . " 
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( 106) 
Stock€'nstrom assort en tr.roU(:':J'lout . Evon ":::l"en con-

fronted by Olm.stono ~·ri th his Oi'Tn c o.:1r.te Y't on Bell ' s 
(107) 

c one1udinr :po.rag.eo:nh, ( rrr~ch 'l,ls o St ocken.strol!'l rmif. 

he l'ecol:rectea by heart ) Sijoc1ce:nstron sa 10. : "tloll, of 

colJ..:rso, tlr .... t is just wh'"?.-l; I :.:1e:mt; th3.t I rm.s :prepared 

r·ith eviC..ence to substantiate tl-Jcro ;n - n. remnr1:n.blc 

interpretation . :But th'l. t t~e J?UT:port of Bell ' s letter 

:1a:r h~le 'hcen thn.t Governnent re(1uireC. bin to r-:1ve a 

i'uller state:JC1'1t of the f.l'0'1n<ls on rrhich :!:'1is o:pi.nion 

vms fou11rleC , Stoc1:erstro., !)ers istr'!1tl~ ... dc:nied.. 

me," he arruecl , "they woulc: hevo T:Jritter to no , ana. ~·hey 

":·:on~c: have c onsiderC?d. it n. e:reo.t nec1ect of' duty ny .not 
(108 ) 

br i..Ylf' :inr, it fo n'l"'Tt1 
• " 

But he '\'iaS never "'Tit-ben t o ar'l.i!! on the subject . 

"I was nost 'lrxious nb6ut it," he adnca , "because 

I thourht that no•:r t7C'=' the time to 11 rir.p n.'bo11t ~ nm·; 

orO er of .f;hinf;~ , und to shou ~-ha. t since the Governor had 

b~cn on the frontier \ie vrould. act on ... r..nt , 'U l':oo er.g~ed 
{109 ) 

ourselves to c1..o . " 

"You ,.,.~rc nort anxious to :fur _.ish cvic.le:ncc , " Bu.ti:t on 
. {110 ) 

suruned u:p at t1:.is :point ," anC. to h :wc the i.nvestiMtion 

take pl::mc, >;ut ,.~ou :ne\"er ,.,~£ ( { '1ic)) called. u:pon to net 

in the 'business?" 

"I nas nost anxious +.o do it, a:r.d tho Govc· !!:!crt 

Jmew it~" StocU::cnstron assertco . • 

( 102) Q . 22~5 . i . C . r.inutgs , :p . 23a . 
( 103 ) Q . ~27. A, C. :--1inntes , Il • 239. 
( 10'1 ) Q . 2228 • 
( 105 ) Q . 2~..,9 . 
( lo6) See quer:tions 2P.3:?. - ~?42 .'l .. , C . gim]tos, 11 . ~39 - 240. 

This ras a 'hon~ o:f c onte!:l.tion o:f w·hich Stoekenstron 
reft1sr.cl to let g o, and he {TowleO. over it intemittcntly 
vrit:h cause nl'1<1 rithout , throu~"'hout the evidence of 1 
~arch . See ~ . ~171, 2175 , 2184 - ?185 - ~187 , ?i91 
2192 , 2217 , ~~1~. . 

(107 ) c~ . 2235 . S('·e Stockenstro.f'l to Bell 13 .o.;n . L!.a.Q.,_ 
ninutos, :P • 112. "but s.f' to suhsta11tiatint'~ n.!~~, t~dnc I 
have n.clv"nccd respecti:n"" the c"'.ses of Schesscrs or 
Gord.on , or any bocy or thil'lP ol~e ., I 11umbly l:or: 1e0:ve t.o 
refer to the rer-ul t nf th.l' cricis to r!hich matters hnve 
been brour·ht . rt 
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"Did you ever intinnte "thn.t n.:nxiety to tho !ioverlJ­

!!le:nt in a:ny other ·<my th n has 'he en done in thn. letters 

ro:·· before th0 Co"Mt'ni ttee?" enquirea GlndstoYlc, ~:1ho 
(111) 

obviously f om·1d no cvidenee of i t t here . 

Stoc1:e;nstron replied thn.t in his letters he hatl l'een 

3:>St e.nxious , but clid not coneeive it necer.s.•ry to sr:;y 

DX'Y !'10rc • 

"I thou~~~ht I hm ~ 1ri tten too strong [) . .s it wo.CJ; I 

did. not ~·ris1: t o pcrseeute wy nan ~ or J'l.a:ro..ss ary r:J'1.n to 

extrei'lities; I Ol"lir w·nrtect to d..o !'lY duty, w<'l. to hn.ve 

the thin~ invo~ti~atea ." 

Gl c.dstone r.o· · QrO.r"1 oncd. this t o:rdc , ~J:a vroeeefled 

to clnT·ify trro l"lorr-> :points . ITe asked ,,rhethcr ~toe1~eu-

strom cons me red it trne the.t Sir Lowry Cole authorize0 

co~·p·,anctos to :pu..rsue stolon cattle a:ncl to t ake froo rrny 

Kaffir 1 s kraal cattle t o an eau~l "l.T!loPnt : to u'b.ich 

St.oclmnst:r·o~ rep1 iec. t ho. t he did not ,rnov ., bn.t t"w. t it 
{ll2) . . 

was d.on.e . And he asce rtained tf!at, of' the t.h reee 

C0'11"!an.dos aeai nst t'b e k\ff:Irs d\trin~~ Stoc}censtro~' s 

Comnissioner- Gcncrols'l-tip , t\'!O v1ent 7:" ith Stoc'k:e11strom' s 

snnction , i.'!hil c the third. 1·ms s~.mt.ioned 'Py Sir Lor:rry 

Cole, on the supnosition t:h.R.t Stoc,1:C'nstron u~.s r~r':lent 

fron the spot at tnc ti~e . 

"That WI"S said.,." co"'l.l1.1entr>CI_ Stoc1c('\nstrom , "a.nt1 I 

rm.st taJ~e it for ~a.v-teo . • I was on the frontier , mn.rl>:: 

zre ; '\7here it 'ITafl sUD:;osed I couJ.f.l t.e I ~ o not knm·1 , nut 
( ii~) 

I ~7o.s on the SJ>Ot . " 

( 10 8 ) Q , 2241 . A .c , rlir1utes , J) , ?,40. 
( 109) Q. 2242 . .A ,C: . ninutefl . p . 240. 
(110) Q . 2~43 .. 
(111 ) Q. 2244 . In point of fact, as wns noted in +he 

en.rlicr (1 iscussion of' the cori'e:J:Vondercc ·, there is only 
one scnte !"Ce , i:r: the c!.espntch of 31 . <1 , 31, t:r'~-,ich inflicutes 
thf\.t S"';ockenstrom rro.:nted. ?..rt cnouiry vi~· . "Several othcrr 
canpl '.lints Y,"Pre ;.md.c which cn.r.not rennin u.nnoticet1 . n 
A,C, minutgn, p . llf- . 

( 11 ? ) Q ~ 2245 . A, C . minn~os. :p . 240 . 
(113) q , 2251- 2253. ~ •• Mi nutes , p . 241 . 
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(v.) Gl~ft~to~e vs , Stogkenstromt 

:Bourke's Frontier Systen . 

After t his, Gladstone dretl h is final arro't'r . In 

the menoir of 1 g33, he pointer out~ Stockon~troo ho.a 
'11 

st0.to', t~ at t"1e re:pris[ll SjJBten h W.. '!'- oen over~ tion effer 

since 1 817 . On reflection, 170 U.11'1 he not "'todify thr--.t 
(114) 

statement r~ all? Stockenntrom at first lll""~Cierstood 

+.his to 1-c ~ ouery ns to the ctn:':e 1817, o...nd confir:ne~ 
(115 ) 

t:hat . Gl'ldstor.c accord.ine1y Tltlt his <"uestio:n directly: 

h3d the rc not been a suspension. of the TGI>risr-~1 systen 

durine the v.d.ninistration of :Rourke? 

replier. that he hoo. h~ l"'O dirf'ct c onnoctio:n 1:ith the 

Kuf'fir fro!lt ier dur ine :Bourl:e T s actministre. tion; it 

r.n.s ~ossi1Jle the,t the svstem h:::d h~cn susner.ded. • but 
,!;' ( 116) -· 

he a.id not recollect it . Did. he never he<>...r of n..ny 

a. if:f<"rerce d:u.r.in:-~ the nf!.nirist:ra tion of :Bourke, relative 
(117) 

to the systo1"1 of reprisals, r ors:lstcd Gladstone. 

"I shot'!.ld tldnk thr,\. t I did; I 1·elieve I hnve heard 

it ; it must h2.ve t.een a very s[lort pe :'iod, thon,r;;h , not 

so Ps to affoct the {7encral frontier :90licy . I rms :not 

dll'ect1y c o!'lr.Gr>tec1 rrith the Caffre frontim- unaer Ge:rora.l 

Bourke . " 

In a12srrcr to further q_uen+j.ons , S-t·ocJcc'l'JP tron said. 

t11at h0 he.d. .ro clear recollection of ;.:n;v effC'ct th .... t 

follovred fron tlw, t ~us:ponsion , am could not say v1hetf1 er 

there hnd been any dimnuition of Cle:pred..~~tio:n , thon.~ 
(118) 

t~"t.lt mi-r,.ht be • . 

Thi<J rrat:: rot1-.,e r extraorcti:nnry; o.n'i so it c:n:pe!"..rs 

{114 ) 
(115 ) 
(116 ) 
( 11 r; ) 
(118 ) 

Q. 2255 , ~256 . A,C . T'linutcP, :P • 241 . 
Q,. ".256 . 
Q. 2257 , 2258. 
Q . 2260 . 
'~ . 2?.61 ~ 2~~2. 
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to 1v.:::ve seemed to Gladstone, rr'O nes cvidc:1tly not 

o cnvince-d. thn.t S1·ocl:enstrOM h?..i!. forgotten t1,is . ~'hroe 
·(119) 

Cl"l.:yF l~ter, he 2:p:pro·:.~heCl. the ouestio11 fron n. d.i:fferel'lt 

[ll'lgle , nne~. , in t!lo rtid<:<t of a series of questions o:n 

t~1c subject of the llotter:Xots, h.e su.dde.t!lJr inter polo.. ted 

D. oue('1 tion a.s to t·rhothe r StocJ.cel'!~trom l'E'Colle:.1tecl n ,ro­

clnmation of Smr Lm7I'y Gole relative to a rosumntion of 
( 120) -

the syE:ten of ~oT!C'l~nd.os; o:r aey docnmcnt speaki:nr of 

the reoum:ption of !'. systen \'Thier. hcrl bc>en for :1 time 
(121 ) 

disusca.; or n.ny i.nstruct:i.olls to tho rmblic officers 

on the frantic~ i.rti!:la.tinr a ch:-x~e of "Policy ''lith 
(lP.2) · -

rcfcrome to c 01"1.'!1D ..... l1B.os . But , ~·Thile he ad!.1i ttec Jtlle 

possibility of st~h a thin~ , St.ockenstron hnd no :rememb-

l'nJ'l1 r of it a.t all • 

It is true t~,~t Stor.krnstrom hc.d hacl no direct 

in~orm~tion on thG sUbject of the suspc~sion of the 

ro:prisnl o:r Xa:ffir cattle on the Easte:L~n. :fro:nt icr in 

182G . Instructions were sent to So.i:lerset , the Command.-

nnt 011 the Frontier, to the effect that 110 :pc.rty tm.s t o 

ont€r Xcl'firl!l.n<l to r'"'cover stolen cattle ,. n.nd that no 

eQ.uivn.J.ent stock of Ka.ffir c~.tt1c i'Tas to be t?ken to 

inder:L'lify colonists for lor"~es . A.rrl. he vra;- e:xplic i tly 

" •.• an: in r;iv i1l3 nny orders to the officers on the out-

-posts thu t !'!lny 1:·c neccssa:ry for the rrur]!o se of prevcntin.o 

th~ invn"'ion of th~ CRff'r~ country, you are no+. to inti-

!::l!tte" tl:r-.t any ch'lnre ha.s 1' een c1 ir(';ctea in the system 
,,{1?3 ) 

l:i therto e..do:ptcd.. The instructi.ons to ~l~ lnnldrosts 

of \lbary , Grc.v.ff-.."loinet ~:tnd So::wrset , on the othcr' hnnct , 

rc.fcrred only to the probi bit io"l of the ·"ross ing of tre 

( 119) 4 llarcl~ 18~6. A. . C . ~,.inntes, J> . 247 . 
(120) Q ~ 2348. 
( 121 ) Q .. 2349 • 
( 122 ) Q • 2350 • 
(1~3) !Jilitary Secretary to Go··1M911d.a:rt on the Frontier . 

11 . 1! • ~f. . Then.l i Records. XXVI , 284 - 285 . 



__ (C.ens:t::_~n: To ·oe in.::erted Es concludinc )E:;.~: :..c::}_)h on 
.ll c:. ~- e 2 'll : 

~ninte[ out in the despFtch just uoteC, rffo~ded, fran 

Stoc .. ~en .. troi.,11 :J point o1· vie· . , c:. _r:>~ .. i:ticul<:rly SO''d 

wc:s essenti·l, c:nd t•,_;::t. it ·,;;:;3 suicid:J. to le:- .. _rc r-·enuine 

depredC?tion:::> u.np1·,nished. 
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bounda.ry , without stati.}'l!'; cxplic itly that Knffi:r cn.ttle 
(124 } 

rrore not to l'e tn.l~en . But Stoc'V"e nstrom the ref ore 

knen of' on f) :p~:rt of Bourke ' s s yste~ in 182.(; . And not 

only hed he been aware of it , 1 ut he hm objectee stroJ:"'~ly 

to it , r-:n~ h!:¥1 carridl on a foreef'ul correspondence \'Jith 
(1:?.5 ) 

the U.overnme:nt on th c sul:ject in 1 827 . And in 1829, 

in the very despatch in r;hich he detailed his r~r:l..sons 

for recoi!1"lenc1 in;r.; the expulsion of Uacomo :fro!!l th c Cenecl 

Tc:crito:cy , Stoc}'"enst:ron. ccr.nerter trot "the great mist..,ke 

coMmi tteo in. om.· ,. olicy oi' .li':ronticr Defence c onsiE"~ted 

iP- the ~ulclen tr,:nsition from ne'"'..sur.·es of too r;rent 

sevcri ty nncl s on~ti!iles Tiarton crue lt ~,- , to the O:!J:POSi te 

extrer1e o:f sacrifici:nr• t!1 e safety of His M::tjcsty ' s 

subjects on the 1~ord.e rs 1;y 1?'1-ral~tz in": their efforts even 

in Defence of t,eir l~Cis !111d their -property; ••• 11 Ard 

re went on · t.o outline the 'bn.F!ns of ~ bord.er policy, u:po:n 

~hich Col e ~ust very probarly have tnsed his instru~tions 

to Somerset of t-1-).e same d.nte ~ 1·y t'rhic h he reinstituted 

the patrol systen of ~ursuit o~ the spoor . A CO'!!l:pari -

son of the t-r:o docune ?lts reveals a siihilari ty e~n of 
( 1~(; ) 

phraseology. I t is , therefore , very ~tr-'1-nr.:e indeed. 

t 11at Stockens · roo shou~d. hflYc profes<·('~ 110 recollection 

of '"'.DY differer..ce in the rc:].)ris~l syPtem during Bourke ' s 
( 1~?) 

XJ.,~inistratio!" . But there C' oes not seen to bC' uey 

point in deliberate prcYnric:1 t:i.on. 

( 1?4 ) Secretnry to Govern~er.t Lnnlarosts o-r Al""-'1ny , G:rn..a..f:f­
Reinet nnd Sonerset . ~0 .4 . ~~ . Theal : Rc~or~s. XXVI , 
283 - 284 . 

( 1 ~5 ) Stockenstron to I'lnsket ( Sec • to Govt • ) 2 .11 • "'G •· 
C . o . 2672 . Stoc~en~tron to r1~s~et, 7 .4 . ~7 . C . o . ~694 . 

{1?.6) Stoc1:0rstrom to Colo . 6 . ::> . ~9 . C. o . 3o7 an(~ :Bell 
to Somerset, r. . P, . 29 . Cory Tr~nscripts, Colonial Of"fjce 
Letters 18?-A - 1B~6 . ·Vol . II , 111- 115 . 

( 1~7) C·uriously enou.""h , J .D. l?itmn.l'l, in his thesis on 
the Co~issioner-GC'nerals~ip, ucceytR this evidence at 
its f'1. ,0 v~lue . Disctl.S .-·in.": ·why the office }i!' oved un­
::w.tis:factory, ~e says : " ••• Stockel'lstr om ~ms i :n cnrta:b:'l 
r0spects hinroc:l:f open to criticisM . For t!lsta.l~~e , in-
credible ~s it rmy s0,em, t}., e Comr.:1issioncr-G0n.er£!.l shmved 
in his evidence tr.,..,_t he r.ras u.nrmn.re of Lieute.!'lr'...!lt-
Gove rnor .Bourke ' s suspension of the Reprisal Syste>-:1 frro 
A:pril 18~(' •• " Pit~al'!., p . 37. 
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It seer.1s incredil~le tltut St.oc1cen.qtrol!l had nctually 

for .rrottP r. all this . :Vas it renlly a mental al1erra tiol1, 

rccultinf.' from the 1L?lrelntrd context in r•hich the ~,"Tr--st-

ions appo~n·en? Or VI"l.S 'he clelir.or9.tely evadinp; n pos-

si'ble a.isoussion o-f' the viet .. s he h sit expre~sen. on Bourke ' s 

system , 'hecau!:Je he Jr.I'eVT tl, .... t they ~.ronlcl not l"'leet "r:i th 

Glnnele· ' s ~:rpproval, ~:ncl becn:n.r-4 as Licntemnt- Govnrnor, 

he uas IlO'."i boun<J. t o ·'·he su:pport of a frontier policy 

f":pprove(l_ by the Coloriol Secretary? In ad~i tti.n·~ the 

poc<Jirility of such c!10.~es, Stocke.nstrom 11as in th..(}.t 

cn.se perhaps 1 c:1.vinr: him~ elf' a loonhole - he t:1 oes }"'ot 

c ute"'orically O.eny the f'lcts , ns he c1 id in the c"tse of 

the orders to the 1R30 co~manno . 

____ o ___ _ 

(vi ) Stocke nnt.r,om, Fhj.ll,p and the l?hila.nthropist :Pre:;u:a. 

All of this , nt "\.l'W rate , :,probnbly convinced. 

Glmsto!.le thr. t Stockcnstrom ''ras a. !7!.ost u.nrclin1)le i";i t-

ness for t.h e :prosecution in the c~~e agp.inst the govern-

1!lf' nt of Sir Lot·1ry G ole . Moreover, t'l-1er e is some ,'r.r'otmd 

for surrposin.:: t~m.t t11e idea th nt Stockenf' tro:r.t TiDS de-

libc:rately contrna icting himself in orffer, -r·:ith woMe 

ulterior notive, to gain favoux riith Buxton IJ.nl_ his 

philo nthro:pic n.ss oc iates, fonnd s tm.,.·ort in Gl'ldston e ' s 

mind .• It was he , fol"' inctaYlce, ··ho , on 19 February 

1836 , intr cxl1.1.Ce0 t~e topic of Dr . l?hili:p n.r-d. the Gr iq_ua 

st?.tion n.t l'}lilippolis, on ~·rhich Stockcnstro!!l was 1rnm:m 
( 1~8 ) 

to h 'W'e fl iffcrcd stron{rly fran l?hilip, and q_uestioned 

( 1!18) Q . 1900 ff . A,C . r1i!1.utes 1 p:p. 216 - 217 . 
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Stoc1censtrom minutely on the su'tject . It was Glad stone , 

too, rito , on 4 Harch 1836, ~t the b~~innin~ of nn inter­

vierr evidently desi.-:ned by l3u:x:ton , who '\7US :i..n the chair~ 

·to be vlholly conce:rned nith ouestions on the Hottentots , 

atte~ptod to elicit from Stoekenstrom ~~ opinion on the 
(129) 

•.o;ritines of :Bruce, Kaye and J?rin{~le . If Glmstonc' s 

:.1.otive nus indeed to attenpt to expose Stockenst:l'O!!l on 

these poiJ1tS , he uas not succer·s:fuJ. . 

Stoc:~enstrom wn.s taken un~wr.o..res by the C'_12estions on 

the Lo!Jd.:;n l!ir;sionary Society Gr iou..'-l est~blishl!lentE", r:..nd. 
(130 ) 

nr !!!i tted as ":1Uch to tho Cormittee . 

"I S.":!! o'tliged. to de:pend. :ror all this ur on my I!lEH!lory, " 

he sn.ict . 

IIouever, his nernory in this instnn ..,e sorv0C!. h:i.l!l 
(131) 

well ~ He eorrecteft Lushingtm1's i!Y!pressio:n thn.t the 

colonists had encroached upon the GTiquas ~ a:n.(t. !JOinted 

out thnt both GriQ.lns ana c olo11ists had ~ in fnct , encroad1-

erl u:pon Bushmsn te:rritory. He explained th~t Fhilip-

polis had origli1~~ly been a Bushman mission station 

mder Mr . Clark~ 1')ut t'lrt.a.t subse~:uently the <h:-iqtlas had 

possessea thens~lves of the are~ . This tvan afterwa..rds 

cedecl to them by Dr . J?:hili:p, according to a. paper \7hich 

li:e . M elvi tl hnd shovrn Stoc~r.el'l..stram when he visiteC'. 

the rl ~ne in 1830 or 1831. Stockens+ron reco11ccte0 

r1. "strong c ontrover2y" t:"Lbout this . He had rn ale a. 

sideY·ed "im:pr OJ? Or conduct on the :pa.rt of Dr . Philip~" 

for he "disr:ntea. the rir,.ht of Dr . :Philip t o dispose of 

th'.lt l antl at nll , " since the Bushmen had a ri3ht to l;e thre . 

(1?9 ) Q. 2295- ?299 . ... \ , C, minutes , p . 244. It was 
durin{! th c snme interview t:h ~ t 11 c interpol atefl the 
questions 1.~.bout Cole's proclamation .. V;td&; supra p . 270. 

(130 ) Q. 1911 . A, 6 , Minutes, p . 816 . · 
(131) For this account of the GTin:a evidemc , see 

Q , 1897 - 1920 . !., C. MinutE's, , Pl? • 215 - 217 . 
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Stoekcnstrc111 recalled beir."" asJ:ed to report on 

12hilip ' s re:port o:n the llis aions, r.rhieh wns ac con:pal'1ied 

by chnrees of cruelty and on]!ression on the part of the 

ff.l!""1ers on the Northern front ier to;7ard.s the Griauas 
" (13~ ) -

and oth('\1· 'borderin.; tribes.. Asked for his o:pinion 

of thos~ ohnre·es ae;ainst the farmers, Stookenstrom 

replied : 

"I thou-~ht the ehe.rges uere extre!""ely ex~gco~.ted . " 

There had been two or three ch':'.rges brou..;ht by 12!~ilip, 

n!!ich he had cot fr<Tl tho missionary Colby PJJcl othe~s . 

Stoc~e:nstrom had. himself gone across the Or'll'l"'C to in­

quire ' "bei.nr. ctetel"'Mil'led to p1.Lllish t"lose who should 'be 

f onn<l {Wil ty . " And he "found tl, :1t t~"'ose chnr~~es , as 

fnr as the f'"'rrJors vrere concer:nec .• t1ere nltoc,ethE!t" false . " 

As f'"r as tl1e civil off.icel:'s o:f -f; overn~e!'lt uere 

concer.ne? , he had fo~nd , if he recollected ri~htly , 

that there nlso ua:-- no ground far a. chn:rge . 

These smtei"lerrts nrc full y bor.re out 'by the rele­
(133 ) 

vwt d.ooUT!'lf-!nts, exce:pt that no direct rei"ereroe to the 

"civil of:ficers of government" a:p:pears . It is clear 

tho.. t Stoc1-:-en .. tr-om ·was Ma1-ine no atterr.pt to :panler t o 

:Philip ' s point of v~eT7 here .• 

On 4 llvrch ~ Gln[8tone opened the questiol~ng by 

enc::uirinr; 1·.rhether Stockenstror.l f!fl.s a.C<JU'tinte~ Y'i th th0 

rrorks on the condition of the Cap~ by Uesgrs Bru.ee , Kaye 

o..ni :Pr inele , 011cl V!l'l..e t her he VTflS :prepared to pive an 

opird on as to the ["enernl fide l ity of their . reprer-ent-
(134 ) 

o..tions , 

(13~ ) Ren,u-1rs of the Comraissionerc-GenerPl o:n l?l'dlips 
Return o~isstons . 31 .12 .3b. . o . 373 . 

(133 ) i.e . the" el!lar:_k:s of the Co~missi9r.cr Gerornl" 
cited in (132 ) ; nne the cles:pntch reportinR Stockenstrom1 s 

inc;::_uir ies into the G.r iq un. ehfl..rges n.eniT~st tho Boors : 
Stockcn~tTo.r.! to Bell . 4 . 8 . 30.. C . o . 373 . · 

(134 ) Q. 2~95- 2297 . A,C. minutes: p . 244 . 



275 . 

· "There 'I.'Tere statenents in Ur . Bruce's lettErs ··hich 
(135 ) 

I Jcno ., to be correct," Stoc1:::enstrom sai<l . 

:But he refused. tn nommi t hiY!HJeli' as to ''rhether these 

nere incorrect state'ITle .nt~, or whether theor e wa.~ s..ny -
(136) 

impression of serious Misr~"Jll"asentationg on his Mind .• 

Tie r.rould h:we to refer to the ·.Yorks !.l:O,Oain hefore giving 

~~ opinion on them, he said - it u~s three or four years 

since he h~ se~n the Bruee letters . Tie dir1 recollect 

one :particul err• instance in v(hich Bruce ?!as very in­

c orrr.ct: "he c h~rr;ed. Col one 1 Sone rset particul~rly , 

':'J'ld I believe with p-ren.t scverit~r , on f·he subject of 

Mac cmo ' s eXI"uls ion.; • • • as f'nr as the 1.1 orne q, l)o ut 

lk.cor:10 ' ~ eX}:mlsio!l 't':O.~ conce1''11.ec., I think m~seli' as ·r:tuch 

to blame as neybody else . n But even th~t i:nstn.nce ~ 

Stoeken --trom sai(1, he would. :possibly not ho.ve rece.lled , 

h"'.d. it :not 'been thf-1, t he had. recr.ntljr come ucross n. 

letter o:f his to Philip , (17hich 'he had. exhihited to the 

CoMmittee the pr~vious Fri~ay ) criticizinr nruce on 

this very :point . 

There a:pJ:le~r to "be Ol'1ly tvro othPr ref'Grences to 

these rrorlcs in t~e pa:pers of this :pcrioC. . Both occur 

in Stockcn~troms an~er to the Colonial Office o~estion-

:nnire of 1834. Descri binf,' the encron.c hment U:Pon the 

Hottentots by the colonist~ c.nl Kn:ffirs i:n th~ e "'rly 

period of the Eastvu:trd migrfltion , !'le sn.id: 

••• here let me observe ' th ot fl. late writer on the 
Cn'Pe Colony (lir . T . :Pr:tnt·~lc )· is decidec11y nist~ken, 

"L--en i:n his Af'rican Skeflc es , pae;e 415 , he gives the 
i !!l:pression that the conouests of th~ C~:ffres over the 
Rott.entots Ylfere ""lore nerciful t,1n.n tho8e of the '\'Thites. 
It is rut a poor confort to· us tha-t we have not been 
~ore :ferocious thnn Ca:f':tren , 'hut th.,_t consolation 
cn.l'lnot 'be clcl'l.ien us , rt:nd hist or leal truth f'orbicls the 
SUIYr.:rossion Of the fact • n ( 137) 

(135) He probal1ly had thP Erasmus case in wind . In 
writin[\ his ot'1.tcmer:t to t11e Cor.mlittee on the subject 
of thP ':'l.ffid~vits crnbnittel\_ in conne:ction , ... ith that co.se, 
he :potntrd out that Bruce h::;ii "!lentj oned it in his letters 
P.nc'l thnt it h'X' t~.en caused a stir nt the Cape . S0e 
letter cit0.d . 1 .4 . 36 . ·A.a . nirmtcs_. I> · 244 . 

( ~ 5) Q. 2298, 2299 . ~ ~0 . ninntes. p . 244 . 
( 137 ) Stockenstro~ to Col . Sec . fi . 11 . :-'i1·. A,.c • n1.rutr s, p . 117 
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In the 6th question of the Gu.estion-.llaire , St o~ken­

stro!'l '\7a.s informed "':ih~t seveT'11 :perso..11s '":r'ho had recently 

published accounts of alleged outr~ges conmitt~d by the 

colonists upon the Kaffirs hnd referred to him n.s a 

public officer cognizant of the facts . The tJri tors 

were llr. A. :Bruce~ and John T -~ who hAil 1mllis.tod. letters 

in ·::.he Ca119 :pavers , ana. the Rev. s . Kay n.nd llr . Thomas 

:Prinf.'le ~ who hr.rl ~·m"blimea. b~"'~oks in. Ent~ln.nd ; and the 

cases ci tea. ".7ere those of E:r-:"..snns, Schessers s..."'!r ... BezQn 

.__d.e.Yl.hout (presu:.'ln.bly DezuideYlhout) . Stockenstron v;a.s 
. ( 138 ) 

ns1::ed to ctc.tc uh2.t he J"Xcw of t:: ese c~ses nnd. fl.'!U otJ1m-s. 

In the first t't'JO , Stocke.nstro .. .1 refe. r$d h c Sccrctnry 

to his me"1oir of 1833 rl:i.th tl1e d.oouments , as con1~niJ~1n.~ 

U f"'r r:ore cn.tisf'n.~to:ry O..C~ount than he COUld ~iYC .f'mm 

ne re ne:cory . lie gnve o etails of the orly Be!::o+de!!hout 

c~se he c oulC. r ec '111 . 1:u'fi said he a io. not 1-!:.."lm·r if it wal:! 

tho on~ refer~ea to . 4.nd he st~ter th"'t~ in the abnence 

of rccorC..s , he uas !3.t!J. loss 1~o sto.te arw other ~uEes 

of' :.1 sinila.r d.escri:ptiOl~ , thouch others I!li~ht be found. 

referreC. to . il'l the memoir ps.:pe rs , n.nd. "you ,•ill find no 

difficllity in the Colony to obt~in proofs .. " 

"lleosrs. Bruce , K~r c.m. l'rincle," he n.cld.ed , 11 o.rc 

responsible for l':hat -!;hey rn.l'blish , anct they can 1)e com-

polled to {"i'~--c up ~~heir authorities . Some cf the nost 

heinous tb.iJlO:S trey h ve Sf'-i(1.. I 1~.nm"' to 'be a ui te true , 

a.r.d I have never scruplerl 0"1<:nly to :,Sive r1y stntir.wnts 
(139 ) 

on them. « 

That Buxton \7:1f' ro+, [l.l to~crethe r :pleased 1w· t';rha t 

StocJ1:cnst:ron h~.c1 hcl to SPY of :Philj.p on 19 Fcbruv.x~ 

1836 is s1.rgestec". by n orne ouestj ons he put ~ just a:f'ter 

( 13~) Queries for Ca:ptain Stoc"k:enstrom. A ,C, ·~invtos , 
:P • 1~3 .. 

( 139 ) Stockenstrc~ to Col . Sec . 5.ll. 34. A,C, minutes, 
p:p . 122 - 1~3. 
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GlOO.ston.e had. :pursued his e~a.uiries nbout Cole's proc­

lnmo.,tion . Buxto11 had. been absent fro"!! the meetint" on 
. (140) 

that d.a.y, ana. novJ asked Stoek enstro'!!l: 

"Did you !l.ot n::lke n r~:port to {':'OVe"~'·l1r.'lent relative 
( 14,1) 

to some supposed nisconduct UJ:Oll the nart of Dr . ?hili:p?n 

Stoc'kenstro!!l re:plied thnt he had. reported on :Philip's 

return of missionary stations, at the reQuest o:f govEr .n-

ment . He had not the :paper with him,. but it l-Jro. \'Jeen 

exhibi teet at the time on -tho pa~rt o:f l.iT . Glru:lston.'e . 

"Was the ansvrer o:f Dr . :PhiliJ:l, his 'lustifica tion 

of himself also,. broUAht before this Co~J~ittee at the 

some tir1e that the c hart':e ac;ainst him VlO.!'!?" Buxton then 

as"!-::ed. r.:1car.d.l1ClY - a tilt presumably at GlOO.sto:ne . 

Stocken"'tro::'l, 1~m·revo:r, C!.id. not 1-\.r..' O~'! this , r..nct did. 

not 1':1101:7 that :Philip h.af1. sent in 8. r e:ply to the c hn..rr;e 

of ir.t:proper conduct - "but I told Dr . l?hili:p that I had· 

written very s evere1y on his re:pori~ , anl that I thou{~ht 

he should ~ee MY report. n 

A similar series o:f references to Dr . :Fhi.lir ocenr­
( 142) 

red d.uril'l..R the 1P35 session, on 28 Au._~st . The 

cuertion.e r may ar.;ain have l·cen Buxton t vrho rras in the 
(143 ) 

chair, but this is not indi~o.ted . Stockenstrorn. 't'In.s 

asked whether he had had ar o:p)!ortul'lity of ~scertaini.ng 

trhether .tho interc curse Dr . l'hili:p held V'ith the Kaffirs 

rms likely to c ono.uc~ to the r:ood conctuct of that race 

or not. Stoc1:cnstrorn repliec1 that l1e hnd never sc~n 

any intercourse 'between Dr . I'hilip ~nd the nnti.,.es; bn.t 

that he !url. heard. n report of n spc och 11lVi! e by Dr . :Philip 

t o :Botmafl , t:bich Has thou._ ..... ht 11e"';tr<'lmely indiscreet nnd. 

( 140) See list of mr-nbers present . ... 'i. .c . ninutes, :p . 207. 
(141 ) Q . 2351- '?354 . rt. .a . Mirmtes , :p . ~'/7, for vJhat 

follovm . 
(142) Q. 1421 - 14~B . A,C. m+nu.tes , :p . 157 . Here too, 

the questions are !lot i'!.irt'ctly related. to n:nythinr: in 
the :previous context; but s8vert' l questions • et_ui te 
irrelevant , apout the death of IIint~a. arc inte:r._po1'1tec1 
in tllis c onte::x:t ; ana. t.he rnesti0ner n~;r- ho..ve 1' ee:n seek­
i11c; opinions of Dr. l;hilir 1 s reputed s1"!3-re in the ris ­
ing of tho Kaffirs iP I P:34 - 35. 
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imprudent;" but hs knew nothinr· of it ex~e:pt by hen.rsay. 

"You sa~,.. , " his (J1Wstioner t'Te11t on , aJ)po.rel!tly ir-

relevantly , " that the Gaffres re]?resented to you their 

grieve. roes, on the representation of t:r.ose gric'tra..I'J ces 

did you sympathize r:.rith then , Ol' appe3tr to SyrlpP..thize 

in those grievm1ccs, or re"":'.l.~i.l1. per:fectl~r silent?" 

"I did not rem<J.in silent," Stoo!:enstrom replied, 

"I toltl thPm if' those t~ines were true th~y should. get 

s~tisfaetion, n...."ld that the pnrties concerned shoul d. be 
(144 ) 

:punished .• " 

"Was l:!Ot tbBt, " en0uired the' <:_uestioner , tta.s f'nr 

as you hnd an O!>portu.ni ty of juC!r.,.i:n(! of "':'he speech, sa.id 

to 1· G nade 'by Dr . :Phili:p, t"'le precise c ou:rse he f'o1lov;er1 

on their represent in-C:. their p.Tiev;?.n~es , is ho not said. 

told them t h•J.t those {Tievumes OU{;ht to be rOO.ressed ?" 

"I cru:not cY.actlT" re~ollcct , " rras Stoc'!.renstrom' s 

reply, "fro~ I never r ot or s our,ht ~utther evidence • • • 

I cn.n:not a~tll] s moment ot<l.to what the \'lords trere , but I 

must n.d.mit , that at the Moment \'~'hen I he!1rcl them statoCI , 

I vm.s much dis:plco.sed with the doctor . " 

Several si("l1if'icant :points c'Mer~e fror1 a. study of' 

these sections of the e~idenae . The nost unsatisfo.ctory 

l 
I 

evidence is u..ndoubtedly that conccrni11r, the Ze1m incid.ent . 

IIere Stoc3:cnstrom ' s statc::1cnts 1:-.. 1833 , 1835 nnc. l8~6 

we:r.e by .no means always consistent ',!ith those in the 

Thnt tltere '\'las some confusion on 

several :points in Stocke11st;' 01'!1 ' s o~Tl! mi~d is clec.r , and 

he contr2.dicted himself unt1e!' cross- ouestioni:nr· . I t is 

(143 ) . Un:rortUJmte1y , the t1inu.tes of thn 1B35 session 

do 11ot indic r>te -thc ouostioners , as oo those of 1 836 . 
( 144 ) The oue stion and answEr ref'e r 1: ack to Q . 1384 , 

sone time before in tho interview. Here Stockenntrom 
had r.J.efl.tio:nea tha t he hnr1 , a t a meeti:tv" oi' the Kaffir 
chiefs , told them th.r:tt if it could ,. e proved th2t 
Er<i.s ·"'lus had. slm~<;bterecl Zeko '111<\_his :peo:ple , he shonJ.d 
not ro u ... 'I11JlU1ished ; ana. that the cs.ttle t 'l.lmn from them 
by Schessers ~roula 1->e rE>stored , fl.r£1 every such insto.ro e 
shot'l.lo t.e p'll!'i shecl. ,.r i th s ('Veri ty . 
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inroonsible to avoid the conclu.sion t · at he was attempt­

ing to make out a case , to a certail1 extent, in ora.er to 

justiJ~y his ov:n actions in 1831 . But it is eCI.ua11y 

cle~.r that a certain d iEttortion in the a.cc oul1t of the 

Zeko incident which Stockenstron gave in 1(37,3 f'J!C!. 1835 , 

m1d ·lihc co:nseQ.uent blackening of' Era.smus1 s cn.se , t'!ere the 

resu~ t of c.n apparent confusion in Stockenstro~' s orm. 

recollecti-on of the events of 1830.,. r~t11er th::u1 a de­

liberate attenpt to ~ali,~ the color.ist~ . 

In the case of the evidence concernin~ DourJ\.e ' s 

frontier syste~ ~ it nppenrs to be incontrovertible 

that Stockenntron ras evn.dinf.' a direct n..l:'lSiver, vrhich might 

h?Ye led to a ctiscussion of his oY:n vievTs on the subject . 

It is harclly erodible th ..... t- he actunlly had no recollect-

ion of :Bou.rke 's larr . Ar..d since the ref-l.sons he h0.d. had 

for op:positior to the 1~1 were :precisely those which he 

had :fl>e<;mently em:pho.zized. before tho Committee , t11ore 

\ .. oulA r:p-pe r to ~·c little :point in concea.lin.r, t1:em . 

The ~ost :probr.ble eX})la..r.ntion seems to be that Stockcn­

strorn was by that t imc aware that Glenelg, whose views 

he hal teen a.Jxpointcd to cn.rry out , up:prov~d of tl1e 

-pr inci:ple UJ>On ··;hi ~h Bourke ' s l fl\'r h.-?...cl bC'en bnr:ca • 

The l83E session revec .. l s very cle"'.rly thn-t , f'vS 

Stockenstro~ hoi a~tici:pated , his evidence in 183B ha~ 

made hin ei1er!ies . Those e:nenies , hmtrever , '\7Pre not: , 

i!"i tially , the colonial o-r_posi tior , but the c1.efemers of' 

the oll.min.istration of Sir Lorrr;.r Colo ?nfl ColoTle 1 Tie .:1.1-, 

whose :r:10ut~L~iece i:n the So:r:nni ttee Ytas G1ad.st onP . The 

method of G-lrul~tone T s cross-~xa..rninn.tion , nnd.. the ;::e11erol 

trend. of his a,wstions , certainly q1.lf,'rent t!1nt he re­

ga.r0..ed Sto~kenstrom (I.S in lea.<:;tw with the :Philip faction 

nhich nas out to mn.lit~.n Cole ' s administration . ~!'ringle's 

joyful ru1tici:pntion of the a.iscomfiture of Cole ancl Bell , 

YI?lcn the Co::JI:'!i ttee should. 11ave bc{:'1m its invcstir;~tio!'ls , 

will 1" e recalled .) 
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The examination certainly rr-vcnlect Stockcnstrom 

as , in SPVeral res!)cetA , a not vertf su t i s:fc..ctory ~1i tness 

for the :prosc·:~ution .. But it cannot :fairl~r be sail' to 

have r.-vcalccl him as a sycophant, attcm:ptin~ to ingrnt­

i~:ttc hinsel:f \'lith the Fhili:p fo.ctiol'l or VJi th 1l!xcter Hall . 

StocJcenstrort 1 s criticism of the coloniul ad:tinistratiol1 , 

:P~~rticul orly uo it ht:tcl affected his 0~;'12 position as 

Co:Jmissio:ncr-Gene:rr.l , w~~.s of lonr stru:dinr·. l•hether 

StockenstrorJ 1.1n.~ justified in the s..ttitud.e he n.flopted or 

not - nnd. Gladstone ' s Q.uestior.Js proved Stockenstrom' s 

cnse in so.'ne respects deciC..ed.ly uea.k - he certainly 

adhered consistently to his :point of vimr ,. On t-rro 

in: port !...nt po ~ nts , ~. the Lo:ndon 1' is siono.ry Soc iety 

Griat\:'1. otations , nnd the speech Dr· .. :Philip \T"..s ~.lle.""en 

to hnvc :?'!rule to the Kaffir chieftains , Stocker.s trom 

InLtde no at+cnpt to conceal the fr.ct that he had differed 

stronply \'!ith Dr . :Phili: . Only in the mutter of Bourke t' s 

i'rontic'r ln\i cloes Stockenstrom seem delibcrntel~r to have 

evafled. the iss1,;..e . Ar..a. here it rtust be remer.1bered that 

he hffi alr eady recei veet rtis appointrwnt as Lieute i"lS.llt ­

Governor ~ vrhich exonerates hi'J'l. fro"l the c:targe of pre­

V".1icatio.n in orr1 er to ~a in favour 1:!ith Glenel g . 

___ o __ _ 



• 
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( i ) Stockenstram , Fhili p a~d tbe Hottentots . 

The · g_uestions of Lena on lfis s i onnry Society Gri (!Ua 

st~.tions_, Dr . Philip ' fl return of missions, ~nd his inter­

course \'lith the> Ko.ffir ~hieftains were not the only 

:points u:ron \'.rhich ( in the :pn.st ) Stoc"k"'nstrom h ad found 

hinse 1:f at vnriance "1.1 i th l>r . Philip . The t'."O nen h~d 

divor~e-1 OJ1 tho q_uesti0n 0f ITott<' ntot emar.c i:!)at io.r. . 

The exte~t of their differer£es Dr . Phili~ had at one 
{1 ) 

tir1e bellevcd to 1 e fA.r ,f"'rf' r.t te r than in fnct it war: . 

He aJrpears to h"Ve riven the Comrniss ior.ers of In~,1iry 

to unc1erst:::: m, in 1 Q24, that he rcrarde·~ Stocke.tmtr-o:r.t 
(f~ ) 

o.s IT inimical to th~ frf'eclom of the ITotte ntots . IT Dr . 

Phi1i:p vms to discovo r his r.1istnke • His visit to 

Granff-Reinet in the '7li<ldle of 1~25 , !J..:n:1 his conversations 

. 
v1ere , rcvonler~ thL t they stooci. on c O'"r1.on FT o,mct . 

{ 3) 
In August , Print:-lc t<n•ote C.Y'thusin.8tically to Fairbairn: 

Stoc,rerstrorn is he-:nt;;- in th0 r oof.!. c 'l.ns e r~ ~d in tho 
erent cnuse of htm~ni ty. He ls a decid.ef! silvoc[l.te 
fo!' tl,<' extir:ction of Slavery , & for thc> fuJ.l er.tancip ­
ation of the Hottentots . He is not a nevr co11vert 
neither to these opinions , tut hns reducea the~ to 
practi"'e evo.r mucr farther thn.n I :r.nd n.rticipntcd • 

This 'I.'Ins, in -r~ct , the cr-~o . Stocke nstrom \'J'_\_S 

!wer~c to f).rry moo.S'l.'l.re th~t tended to 'hir<l +:n"' Hottentots 

in service :for any lene:th of ti!?lc , t!1er€'1"Y curt~iJ.i!lf' 

their J.i'rerty of' r.tove~ert . lie d is"l.:p:!1rovect of th0 

(1 ) See the Rev . A. 1furray ' s account of~~ ~on.ve:·sntion 
i'lith Dr . Phili~·. in :·ovc~ber 1 B?4 . EnclosurP. P. .. i:n · 
Somersct to Jb.thurst 27 .1 . ;->fi. Theal ~ Record.R . XIX , 
484 . nTh e Dr . Ment ioner~ :further, t11nt tho t Ur . · Stocken-
strom 'I'J'~S n ,'"OOC. fellorr , and the l·.e~t 8.MOJ'1.f'> thP.:m , yet 
.rott·.ri thstana inc his r:rcc.t mii'1a , {heiYI.d n D,•tch"'lo.J'lJ m::.s 
nnturally prcjuC! iccci i.n favour of the Old Sy<=lten. tt 

( ~ ) Soc Rev . A. :Murray ' s n.0c0u.nt of n subr:fH'l_e.r-t inter­
view \'• ith the Co,.,nissione rs of InQ_uiry . I oi(1. Theal: 
Records. XIX , 486 Q. 4 . 

(3 ) ~rin~le to F~irbairn. ~ . 8 . 25 . Fair~air~ Correspond­
ence. (:?p_rli a.M.ent"XY LH•rery . ) 
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princi11le of a:p!lrenticil'l{" Rottentot chilclrel"! , sinc0 , 

f'rom the affect ion of :pn.rents :for their c hi1r1 re r , it 

W'lS ~ mce.sure contai:nin~ the T~osr:ibi1ity of' binC!in.~"" n. 

Hottent0t fnmi1y t o a far!'le:r for w indefinite period.. . 

\ccord in~:.1y, Cradocl': ' s proclru!ln.tior~. of 2~ April 1812 

dicl rot .,ect "'i th 1-Jis 3J?:;'roval , "'..Yl'1 , siPce th~ law fl id. 

r~t actually make tho appr~nticin~ of Hottentot children 

iTICU.I'lbent unoJ'1 him~ he n. rrrenticef! n.s fe~'" n_s :PO~F1ible 
( 4J 

in his n.istr.i11t . Si'"'lilarly , Stoc1mnstrcrn or.jcctel1 

to the llotte!'t·~ts' beinr '111owe0 to ent0r irto lor.<r 

contracts of servicP 1-:i th thE" f~rmcrs . He fnvourea 

st0ocl by _..},~ llo~tentots , least li1:e1~! to ..:-ive r1f:'0 to 

:D'rt of +·J:c Hottentot , in orf1erto retc.iY!. rd.~ joh , a:nfl 
J• 

good trentT:~ent o.l'l tm r•c.rt of the master , in orler to 
( 5) 

retni.l'l '!o-tis f'(~rval"t . I :n }:j ~ O:''l'l (listrict , Stoc1"'cnstroi.'l 

did '"o-!; rllow fieln - c ornets to 't'.ritnes8 c ontr"tcts for o_ 

done before thC' ln.nt1.dro~t. 

On the othrr h '>n<l - "l.nl !lere Sto~ken<Jtro~ and. I'hi1iD 

nevt:lr '1.g!'eca - Stocke.nstrom beli0veCI. t 11"~t stron.~ checks 

u:pon var,r!'..nr•y nere es':'entin.l . "I eonfe s s m;·sr ~f , " 

-r.rrotc Stockenstrom. in 1827, "eaun.lly remote from n.rTcci:n . .,. 

\'!i th tho:=1c who l"l<l.intain trn.t the ITotte ntots "~.re 1J...nfit 

to er>joy ~tny extent of lirerti'r, F.ts ":Ti.th t.hoir OJ'T'Oncr:ts 

who conf'ii1~r them i:rca:pr.rl0 of cloinc:: ".'!r on,'? :proviCI.e0 they 

were C>nnncipn_tcd. fro~ t~e recotraints '~r'hich r·ind the rest 

of the community . The;\r should. c mane to work, u.nle!=lP 

t'ltey can prove th~. t they c'U'! live v:ithout ~ n.nd in this 

( 4 ) StocJr-en~trom to Col"ll"lissionr:rs 
Annexure ~ to ~li~ute"' o·r Council 
XXXIV, 429 . 

(5 ) Stoc~enstrom to ~1'1sket ( Sec . 
Annexure 1 to 1lirrutf's of' Council 
XXXIV , 426 . 

of EI'lquiry . 5 . 1 . 24 . 
27 . f., . 2-7 . Tl-Ieal: H.ec orcL~ 

to Govt .) 28 . 5 . ~7 . 
~7 . ~ . ~7 . Theal Records 
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res:pe·'t they chould 1H=! closely wutchcd. , for in e. Country 

\'There :pr apcrty , :p'U'ticulflrly larr·e flocks of s:r..e~Jl nnil 
( 6 ) 

cRttle, are so much exposed , it is easy to l ive by the~t ••• ~ 

In the same letter, some of the viP1'1S 't''lhich Stoclren-

strom eX]}resPco more :fully a. ye'1r 1 :->.ter, Tiere :roresnr.ilow-
( 7) . . 

ed . On 3 A~rll ,. 1828, Stocl::ens-trom su'h7!1itto,1. the 
( 8 J 

S'l:l?S:e stions upon ubich Ordinance 50 , subseq,,e ntly dra1::n 

u:p by lir . Justice :Burton , was lar("l'ely 'bnf.!ed . 

This d ocumcnt revf'nls thn +. Stocl'::enstrom' s theory 

of the orieins of the ITottentot problem was csserti~lly 

Ln harmony nith thn.t o:f the Philip sbhool of thoueht . 

He attributed the de'"':Ta.d'ltion of the IIot.tcnto+s to the 

:policy of discri"':'lina.tory leg isl'="'tion., Cl irE:cte~ towl:l.rr1s 

koe:>inr; them in submission; a..l'ld the att i tmle '1.'J~1ich -nro­

clucea this polic:~r , he traced to "thP. neces ~i ty fP.lt 

by the e"..rliE"st mi{';-rators into the interior, to :prever.t 

thf' :pos.-·ibi 1 i ty "f retn1 i. "tinn on the J.l r..rt o:f' the !Hlti "~res 

for th ., a;?;["'!"e~sions 1.r:d outr::v···es ~ o-::mi tter c.""ail'lst them , 

1Jy crushinr their :poi.'<"r a.rr1 se011Tin,o: their urlimitcd. 

submission . " This d ep;rai1 e~ the Hotte11tots to such an 

exte.r:t th~J. t they 'hecn1'tle rep;arded as "too miserable '1i!ld 

inferior a snecies , ci ther to t:'.:pprP.~i~te or t'1 ~-e bene-

fitte<'~ ry u :Pa.rtici:prttion in the li~erties and rir"hts 

su'b,jects, to vrhich they hnl'f n.n ecmal ti tlG . " 

Sto01:-enstro!"fl roco"'mC"''1 ec1 the el"'l.ct"'lcnt of' n ln::r , 

sweE'!pin{" away n.ll the earlier rliscrir"littn.tory lef,"i8lation 

( 6 ) Stocke11strom to Ilaslmt . 20 . ~ .. ?.7 . An!1.€):"11!'f' 1. to 
!UnuteP nf Cou.ncil 13 . ~ . ~7 . Tnenl: Hecord? XXXIV, 381. 

( 7) i . e . " ••• :provided v~ cy c 0 worl: , t 0 rtj:prc l'ltic e th0m 
or the i 1· c''iltlrcn if they cw mairt~in th0.m , or to s'1.y 
where , r.· i t.h l:'hom or for hori much they ~Cthall ~·Y ork , or 
ho'::: n. :pl;· their o ·rrinrs, is as i~:poli tic as it is 
unjust ;tJ Ibid . 

( S1 ) YenorarHium on th <" posi tioh of. the frne iYJhn.ci t m ts 
of th 0 Colon;" . Stoc1'::onstrm~ to Bouxlce , 3 .4 . 2R . 
Auto. I , 286- ~91. 
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n.nd rr:pln.c ing every free inha.l"·i t~r·t i11 the Colonv on a. 

lcv<"'l, in the eye of th0 la.~· , a~ to the enjoynent of 

per8onnl libP.rty ~ :m the security o ·? hif' TJ!"O:perty ••• n 

As one PouJ.c.l expect , he aiJvisecl the 'l.boli tion of the 

1812 o.rr1 18~3 apprenticeship :proclarmtiors ,.,_~a rc~om­

ncn~ed ~n ~mcrdment in the 1819 procl~mntjor.; and re­

coTnMoPcle~ that no contro.cts of loneer tl'~u.n onr:- yPar '1hould 

't·e allowed , 'l!'n t,·~ t all cont:c'1cts of above one mo.nth 

E"JlouJ.d be fomo~ly entered. into in rrritinr", 'before a 

.r.ote.ry or clerk of the peace. But , characteristically , 

Sto cl-enstro!:l :placed first 'Uld forcT"~ost the necessity 

for trc cnact~c~t of " strict ~rohititions ~r~i~st such 

an 'J.ruse of the liberty c;e.nornll~r concAd.eC!. , as '7o~uc1 

c::.nclr.:r;;er the pca~e of the cornm'llJlity . " P.9.s-ses he con-

sifered to be "ahsolutcly 11ecesst:~..ry" for :persons travel­

lin{! 'lry cl.ista:nce i'ro!"l 1'.<here tl,ey werr t>-novm; or such 

a -nerson ~·.roul.J n..~.ve +o satisfy the lo<1al anthori ties 

V2'";rarcy o:f nny "i.nd co1.1l!l re c'llleG. to acoount l~e~cr e 

the n(urest J .1' . or :f'iel0.- cornet ; 'tut no o!!e chculd l::e 

bounl to o..ccount for his proc0odi~ ·".'S e:~cei>t to such n.n 

"l..nthori ty: tha ~~ is to say, EuroT\enns would. not have the 

r ir,ht of cross- cuestioPing or de~n.ndin;; th c JHlf'S of :1r;; 

Hottc.r"tot, mcl'E'lir 'hc"ause lte ~a'l.s a !!ot~!'lrtot. 

"The lt"Jx.rs aeainst vc.~r::u1.ts," StocJten \! rom i:r-sistccl­

and J?rob!1bly he h"ld in !!lire. the existinP' lPrr~, ~rr! the 

law a:,!"air-st va.t~E-~nc ~· c ontainca in Ore • 49, w,ich, U!'der 

thr co"tprc}1e.!"lsivo larr enbr~ci.rJ-'"" "all :free inh.n.hi ta.!"!ts 

vri thou.t refo :rc.l,ce to colou.r or .!"P.'!!!O of thr- tribe," UJ ,,ld 

cnbrnce Hottel'ltots e.~ wel l - relnt ive to the Eur9pea11s, 

,;, .. o uld u.nd oubtedly reQ.uire to l::e .,..igorously el'lforcet't . '' 

The ol1lir;ation under i'r'hich Europeans t:r.on lc;r, of beint~ 

rer~istcred it'!. a de:f'ini te d. istrict , 1::onlcl.. nlso 11 eces"'nrily 
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aiJply to colourec1 persons ro1d. "be illsit~oC. on \7ith 

e nun.l str ic tne s s • " 

l11 fact, t'!hen the 50th O:r.Ci.in...,nc-? vras o.rafted by 

Burton, the pass system vras not e:rJforeed . Put if , 
(9 ) 

as Cor; says, Section II of the ord inn:flce ca.rriec the 

in:plt~ation th9.t , t'Thile Euro:peril'1G conJ.n h:: pnnisJ1cd for 

proven V'"l.{'Tn:ncy, TiottolTtots ar.Cl. other free ror~o:ns of 

colour 17Elre exenpt, it rras obviously a comtio}e mis-

intor:pret~tion of Stocke11str>om's :proposal. It seems 

that he i:ntefldeo. tho Hottentotf!f. in ~11 respects to 'be on 

the s~e footi11,o; as Europen.ns 'he:fore the lnv1 , rna. that, 

in rc-s:pcct of vo.gors_Y~ts , he c onsiderea. the ex1.P.tinp; la"·s 

to su.~ice, J)roviC.cc trey uerc nrigorously enforced. .• " 

In the s::pi:r.i t of Ord.il.:.a.nce 50, :no sB:pnrate var:rn!.!cy lar1 

diroctcC. against Hottentot vagrants cm11a be :passed , 

with the ic.ea of dincrir.~iPatory laws. 

Bt1.rton evitlertly concurred i :n Stoc)::e:nstron ' s in-

tA r:pretatio.n of the e:x:i.stin": la\7S . And , in an sne rint" 

the ('Uestionnai:re Ol'l the Hottentots subni.ttPC! to him 
( 11 ) 

by the Colonial Office in June lf133, Stockenstrom 

identified himsel f <·ri th the point o:P 17iel.'J th3.t the l~Vlis 

r.v~n.i.r.st vagra.ncy, had thc:.y been ric;orou..91y enforced , 

tt ••• a few 

(9) Cory: Ri!c of', South Africa, II, 374, . 
(10 ) Section i reads: 

And w·heress by usage anr1 custon1 of this Colony 
IIottPntot~ ana. othPr free persons o:f colour have l"~een 
subjected to cPrtn.in restraints ns tQ their r<:!sir:l.e.nce , 
r:1odc of life n.nd 0mployment , a.m. to certain c crn:r;mlsory 
servicPs to vthich others of His Ha.jesty ' s snl)jects are 
not liable ; be i iiAiherefore ·enacted, th"l.t from a:fter 
the pa....c:rsing of' this ordinance, no Ro~ te ntot or other 
free perso.n of colour, lc..\'Tfu~ly resicl inP' in t,_,:ts Colony, 
shall be su1· jcc t to any comTulsory s•·rvice to \'Thich other 
of His Uajesty ' s subjects therein are not liable • nor 
to any hindrar-ce, molentatj.o~ , f'i:l:1e or in:prisonm~nt of 
D.ny kind. \'Tha.tsocver, under the :preteYne that such 
])erso:n has been f1.til t:r of "Va~a.rcy or an.y other offence, 
u.nless after trinl in !lue course of l m1 , nny custom or 
u:-rr:r.;e to thf' contrary in o.ny 't'Tise Y.l otrrithstru,.,d il"1~ . 
Quoted i bid. . 370 • 371 . 

( 11) ::Prin.tca i:n h . C • r'\inu b; s, IlP 153 - 15.1_ • 
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the Hottentots that the lex! <1 id 11ot ,,_uthorize their 

ro:J.minr n.bout riithout menns o:f subsistence , nn<l those 

nho nauld not obtain land Tiould nenessarily have returned 

to or stnyoro i n aerviee, ns a r:rea t pr o:portion d.id • but 

of course u::~on 3. more libernl foot in,~ thn.n 1'ef ore . " 

It is sir.rnificant t o not0 that Stoc:""enstrom. nowhere c:ives 

SUl):port to thr. id.en th~.t tr..ere should 1:e no restrr:.int 

u:po!l th') libe :rties of the C()loured cl·u~r-es . 

Tha.t the :promulp;ation of the ordinance di.-1 :?;ive ri'"'e 

to va~n.ncy on a consir~ ernl:le sc~lc , Stocke nstrom aclr"~ittr-.d 
(12 ) ( 13 ) 

in the :pa'J.)er cited , a.nd c onfir:ned also i n his eviderce • 

.But , 't'lhile he nai11tainea t h!lt t'he l·~ws of th6 colony 

wrnl.la. have su.ffi.ce,, to check va~wcy, even had no lm1d 
( 14 ) 

been uvailablP , he s::tid. , neverthelesfl , thnt only by 

m!l.1 ·in:~"" l u·'ld. avnila"t:le t o the IIotte.1:1tots could full 
( 15) 

effen t have been eive~ to the snirit of or~in~nco 50. 

Thi~, as S+;ockenstrom point"d out, the c;owrnmf'11t had 

ror\lizea • On 29 September lm~q, Cole had. S'"'rt Stoclren-

strom a r::e~orr.ncl·1n on the ruestton of t 1'f' set+lci!lent o f 

the flo.! te.ntot~ upon tho l D..cd in wri<>h he St'lt"{'"estecl ih ::. t -
. (16 ) 

i· hoy ni t•ht 'be o.r· se::tblcc in vi llnt~e s n€m.r Europea.r. t O't'ms. 

To this S toc1-:el~ st.ron obj ectcd :for t"t'JO r.lR.in rens 011s: such 

villap.eR \'!oulc1 le...,,., inevi t.ahly t o tho <levelo:pne:nt of the 

lit'PJOr trade , nrJ.nh •rr 01Jlc1. :p:rove al1 ir:re sisto.rle tetn:p­

t ntion to the Hottentots to sc u~nier tl1 eir no.ney on 

dri.J"lJ:; a.nl. the development of villar--es shoulo not be 

artificially promoted : sue h develol!ment 1.1 oul a come 

( 1~ ) Ans,•.rer to Q . 2. 
( 1~ ) Q. 2301 , 2303. A.C. ni n11tPs, P • P45. 
(14) Anm·rer to Q . 4 in r-uestion.na:i:re. 
(15 ) Ansrrer to Q . J i n ouestionnnire . Section III of 

Ord . 50 n.ck 10i1l edgeo the ri{7,ht of · Hottentots s..nd other 
free ne rsoJ'ls of colour to m·m rr onertr.. Qu.ot0t1. in 
Cory : -Ri se of South A-PTicl'J. . II , 371.~ 

( 16) ReferreCl to in Stoc1~cnstrom to Bell, 13 . lf.! . ~8. 
c .o . 336 . 
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natUTnlly in aren.s ,,~·here trade of'f'ered ;:ood :prospects 

:for the :profits i>f ind.ustr:.r , f-l.l'Y1 't'l01llt3 'f',e us elocs 
(1? ) 

where th"sc prospects c1 ia. not exiPt ~ 

The eXF-ct argu.r1ents !1c haa. used. nga:l.nst Cole ' ~ 

l)ro:posLl Stockc.m::trom cou.l~ . .not recal l , but he n.f­
(l!l ) 

fi.rMcc1 in his evidence thn. t he hqd h~.d. o1)ject:tons . 

In reportin.r-: on t!1c state o~ t!:c E~stcr11 fr ~tier 

in :ovc~'ber 1828 , S1;o'"'1censtrc!:l hf'J1 rive-r; it as his Cl.ecided. 

tr;o lines O:f '"'"lOlic~- : the " tot-1 ex·pn.J..SiO!! Of tJ:C 0~-f':f"re 

hordes f':roo. tho \',rhole of the Ce0c0 Territory ;" nm the 

"occnpat io:n of sair1 Territory by IIis !h~er.ty ' q su.1)ject s 
(19 ) 

as clensely as its no. ture will a<1r"'i t . " 

the Hottentot:-: re put upon all e<: UB.l footif'r-- r·i th the 

othc r colonists;" aJ:1d. t'"' at. in tho Ccr:l r.c Tc~rri tory, 

"a-s "Tlnny Hoi~tcntots ( incliscriqinatel~,. to("et her ·11th 

o~~he::· Colonists ) as cnn be fon.1c1. ··.ri th s"lfi'ic tent chnrac tar 

should. be set u:p q,s (TO.Zicrf: or aericul turist~ , on 

grr!lts ~s sn9~1 n.R th8 ".'mter etc . 1:ou1:-:o nc.~'"!it of "in 

Ol'd.er to s c:.ll"r' a dense po:puln.tion ~m t"h(" t"'l .. r'>:-_ter 
( ~0 ) 

str0neth .. " T~~is 1'.Tn"" ·t-hE' origi!'l of -the ifte · 0f S(O!ttl-

in~ Tiottentotn ir the Cened Territory . 

:plf'.n ua.: clearl~ nrw .. l"'!lT'ln.t~\ o!', ~.rrl net exclusive colon-

iz~tion . ~{hen he vrfl.s nskecl by the Co""'lmittec \''heth<=>r he 

considered tJ~"' t the Hottentots shouJ.fl continue to re r10.de 

a sepnr:1.te :peo:plc , by "'lf11dl1P' peTnal'lent c:ra.nts in certain 

tracts to :people of colour , t o the excl usion o:r other 

(1? ) Stoc:""cnf'trom to Bell . 17l . l~ w~P . C. o . 3::1~ . ( elso 
printed in Auto . II , 350 - 352 .) 

(18 ) ~ .. 236F - 23~7 . A,C. 9inlrteR, r . 24C . 
(19 ) Stoc1ccnstro::.t to Bell . 2~ . JJ . • "8 . C. o . 3~(; . 
( 20 ) Stockcnstro~ to Eoll. 13 .1~ . ?8 . V. o . 336 . 



colonists, Stoekcnstrom ac e or . .:~ i:!:')C"l~r 1-:oir"tcd o1.1t thn. t 

the orieina.l ic1eu h~d. not 1·oen exclns ive e olonizrrtion . 

But , s :i nee the me.i11 o'b j ect i.r 1·ho Coti ed Terri tory v~as 

to obtain a dense :population , anc. s ince }.;n.-;lish ::-~Tit~ 

Dutch settl0rs \'Tere not 0011tent 1·rith the small g1 ... n.nts 

which satisfieR :.tottentots , tr.ere had 'h een no a1 tcrn.'l.t -

ive hut exclusive colonies . He r:1tated that he r:ould 
I( 

cert~ ir..ly mix Euro:pen:n a.rrl Tiot·te :ntot colonies , i ~~,were 
( 21 ) 

prr'.cticable.. But he eonsiclered thn.t Cole ' s idta 

wot110. , for the same rea~· on, l ;.ave :vrovcd. imprf'.ct icn.1)le 
( 2~ ) 

for ~·he r)ro:-1otion of f'.!!lf?.lp,n..T:J.nt io:.- . 
. ( 2~ ) 

When, on G Fe1li'ua.ry 18~9, Stoelre.nst:ron rec o-n.m.erdeci 

the expulsim-; of He.como fl"'o'7! the U!J~e r trerohes of the 

Xut River, he n.ge.in took the o·p])ortm~it~r of !'Ointint~ out 

that the expu1l'$ i0n of tl1.0 Kaffirs ,. if .n.ot accon:Paniecl 
of' 

by t1~e dense J!O].)t1la.tio:1Athe Ceded Territory , wo'UJ.CI. not 

of itself :produce t.J'ID1~n:iJ.ity on the f'rontiPl." . 

That cnt :ire tranquilli t ;,v' will be f'otLl1<1 ( uh~tever 
may 'be sa.id to the contrarj .. ) ult imately to he the result 
of th c densE" :population of t'tta t Terri tory in the manner 
pro:poseo_. ... qnCJ. the aradu'll Imprave!nent of the rt:r.orieines 
uhich ~ho nrovis ions of the •!9 & 50 ordinaooes ( I mean 
the lend ing l)riJJciples ) Vl ill assureC!l~,r hrin~ t.Lbout . 

Up to this tir.;P t'!, ere rms no hint of' a sei'arate 

Hot to ntot settlement a1'1.yr~hc rc i.n tl1e Ce~ed Terri tat" y -

gettinr': the Ceded Tr-rri t O'if set·+J.e:" as soon :-md. ns 

densely n.s :possible , ii1 orc.r'r to l~ee:p out the stragp;li:nf" 
. ( ~4 ) 

bands of marauders rnuch pl!1..("'UC"d the frontier . 

( 21 ) 
( 2~ ) 
( "3 ) ~~--

Q. ~364- 2365 . A. .c. minutes ; p . 24?.. 
Q. 2368. A. C. ~inutc~ , p . 248. 
Stoc•~e p~trom to Cole . 6 . :~ .29 .. C. o . 367. 

( 24 ) See the desp~.tch of' 22 .11. 20 . t: . o . 336 : "The 
Ca.f..,'res as a nut ion "':Je h n;vr) .nothin" to dread :from • • • 
1--ut tl:.eir strqgglin rr, parties t·•ill nevor ee~·.se to ta1ce 
the advPnt ah'e rrhj,ch ou.r o~: ,on froJltier offe rs • •• u 

•. 
; 
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In \pr il 18~9 on his way to the f'ro11t ic r , Stockon­
(?5) 

strom submi ttea. a :plan, desig.Y1ed to :fa.cili tate the 

as~e::-1blin13' of a ci vilia..l'l f oree to assist in the expuls-

ion o:f llacomo , ~nl n.lso to consolidP..te ana ensure thn.t 

ex:rn~ls iont 'by at once :peo:pli!'1/!' 1'.rith ~olonists the 

t orrlbtory evacurJ.ted by l.inc orno ana. his ~people . Thin wa:s , 

to raise a bu.rp'hC'r force 'fr em amonf' the IIottentots •:;ith-

out fixed. ~bodes , those n.t miss ion'l.ry stati(ms ,r'lo oo uJ..c:!. 

r-ot kee:p tlridr :flocks alive "for J.ack Of J?"l.StU.r'l,.,.C' , l.l!l.d. 

})0 rhaps so"'le rrhi tos n.?'!Xious .!lOt to leave ser:rice l)e·"ore 

they :!r...ne,:; r:hcre to settle . Th c se rr ere i.~ o ad v ... u:c e 1;;i th 

tho troops n.rl!7 
t flS E:oon ns the K~ffirs hf'd r. oen expell ed 

provisionally 100 ·trd. co.nYe~iently ner.:r to thP. r:tili t.,ry 

Tlwir fn.NilieE' conlrl tren 

follow rrit~ the fl oc1cs or ot-hpr pos-·~ssior:s '?.n:1 jojn 

ther;1. Once again , Stoc,~e,s+.ror'lemphasizedt':.!lt " I do not 

thinJ: i t advis!J.ble thn. t pe l"m"'.nent r;rants l)e made i n 

:particular t:rncts of country to l!ottentots exelusively , 

of inclu.stry nnd. civilization tJhich rni{"ht 'be brourht into 

the mirr8t of th0m , by their being i.ndiscrinin!:te.ly MiY.e~ 

uith other scttl<n~s ••• 11 

( 25 ) Hints for i:t1.e Consic.ern.tion of the Sccret~r. ... to 
Gove :rnrrtf'nt . 17 . 4 . ~9 . :Pri.ntc'" i n pamphlet Li,n;ht s.n.Q. 
Sh<'~,d.e, Lif"'ht and Shn.de as shown in the? c·}arocter of 
t:ra Hottentots of' the Kat Ri\rer Settl ernent , "'.rrd in the 
conduct of the Colonial Government to:·m:rd5 tram ; 
beinP; the fPJbRtance of a. s:per'ch r.y · th.e ITo.n 1 'hle Sir 
Ana.rics Stockens1·ror'l , JJnrt ., ll .L .C • ..a in tl'le Legislative 
Council of the C:.:'.pe of Good IIone • · uape· Torrn . 1854 . 
This t as Stoc"k"enstrom pn:i .n"tPd out ,. both in his evia.ence 

( Q. 969) D.l'ld in a confident iul despatch to Bell in 
A:pri1 18~9 (Stoc"kcnstrom to Dell 24 ~4 . ~~ . C. o . 367), 
wns bevsed on the snl'11e :prin~iples s..s those discusnen 
by Sir Rui'c.ne Donkin a1:a hi::.J.s el.f imnerliatcly ufter the 
richt of occupyi.n{" the Ged ed Terri tor y rrns cedoo by 
Gaiknl thou~h r ot th~n put into effect. . 
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Stockenstro-:-1 ' s ori.,.i.nal pls.n, t'l-ten, es r f' sa in. in 
( 26 ) 

eviden-:e, 't'ms not an exclusively ITotte ntot settlEment , 

thoup;h c irC'li!lstances eventua.lli-:- made it so. 

The IIottentots were the cl~ss t.rhi.ch could. most 

e'lSil;r bo used in such et.n experiment~ Si;oc,~enstrom 

pointed. out in his II111ts , since the -;'trites aJ.xen.dy hrul 

their ho~es ann posse8sions to attend to . 1"orcover s 

he se.:ii! , "their removnl woul d put c.n errl to the cl.fl.mour 

about their wa n'ieril'lr, over the colony riithout rcs:i,.d ence 

or occu::p~tion; they r:oulf.. l)E" _ clepr ivod o :r t'h eir pJ e n. of 

hE.vin:-- no :plccc of' rcf'n~, ar~rl the \'Tn.y l:-muc:. b0 JlflVOd. to 

thoi:r tsr2-du~lly bccor'lil1~ lonclholders 1:1ore r,encrally ••• " 

This lP.tter :po:int correspon.d~ to -rhr.d; J•e r:ror<; in the 
. ( 27) 

paper on the Hottentots in 1803. 

Those docUt"'le.nts connecteCI vri·!ih thC' history of the 

oritP.11 of the Kt1.t HiYcr Qettlement also sho-r: clearly 

t:1a t StocY.:o.nstrom rms guite corrr-ct i:n uss,_~··ti.P\ that 

the mi ssionary Shc.n, "who is incn:pn.ble o:f ::n intentional 

!!lisre:prer:ento.tion, n vras wrong in &tntil"{" that the 

Kaffirc \'lm'e driven from the sou.rce o:f the Kat River in 
U~s ) 

order to obtai.il ln..nd. f or the location of the IIottentots . 

Tho expuJ.sion of the K2ffirs -:Tas a Y-'!en.snro rc sortE-r to 

for the se:.fet~: of the f.rontirr , a:n(l_ l1oces ..... itn.tc.1 l;y the 
( ~9 ) 

cle]?red~tions Mc1 the a ~tuc];: upon the Ta;mbookies . The 

idea of settli.nt~ the area t hu.s e;:rqcu.rrtoa '"lith !Tot tentots 

and other settlers rrSts an afterthou_roht o.nl '3. neasurr of 

expedic my, E:l.s fnr as Stocke l"Btrom vms c oncerne<l_ - thow.h 

f'r 001 the ber-;i.n.VJ.in.- he had no..inta.J.ned thnt tJ~e sr1.fety of' 

thr" fron·tic>r rerp·:frof the C:)qmlsion of. the Ke.ffirs ~.nl 

a. dense snt +.1 ement of colonists. 

(~6 ) Q . 2354. A.a. ··1jnntes, :p . 248 . 
(~7 ) ·Ansvter to Q . 5 . A , c . '!linutes t :p . 154 . 
( 28) Q . 965 . A,C . i'!liPuten , D· 81. 
( 29 ) See Stoc1:er.st:fSro to Cole , 6 . ~.?9 . C , o . 31;7. 
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The evide YTce '''hich Stoc1:el'l8tro:m gave to prove Shm7 
( 30 ) 

~stnken is fully supported. hy the doeu..'!lcnts of +he 

period 1 m'J.A i.n rmeryi nr t"lis point , W .13 . Boyc() vm.s cle"..rly 
\ 31 ) 

uronr . 

That the Kn.t River s ettlemc:>flt i _r, its ea:r.ly st~r"es 

t'!as teyond ~, ll expectations successful is an ncce:rted 
( 3!> ) 

f act . In his evicencc , Stoc1:e:rstroM ex~~resc:-·e(l his otm 

astonishment at the rapid. i mpr ovement i n the Hot t ent ot 
( 33 ) 

sctt.l ~rs there. And indeec , t J->at he h~ -n crsonally 

ex:pect ed the i r.1pr aveTlo nt to b c fTO.'~ '\.J.D.l is r even.led. 1:y 

his c o~ne:nts in d ocu.l'lents :11Tee.f1y n note~ . 

This re1!lo.:r1-;:al11e :proeresf' l)eca?Ie to Dr . :Phili-p 

hinsclf , .. rhat Stocl'::enstro""'l c~llen "a matter of enthusiastic 
( 3t!. ) 

:panegyric . n A11d. i.n this con.'I"Jection, too , Stoc"kenstrom 

hnrl c ooc t o blorrs 't'rith the ctoctor . There apn~=>qrs to 

hav~ been , in Dr . I~ilip and his s ur-porters , a decided 

predi l ection to ree~rd Or0 inar-ee 50 as directly the 
. ( 35) 

result of :Philip ' s i ni'luemc , th e excellent effects of 

the K~t River settl~ment upon its ~nhabi~nnts as a direct 

:prod.uct of the lfberty r;rn:nten to the IToi:tentots by 
( 36 ) 

thn.t Ord ina.Y.J.CC' , and tho success of the K__'1t River 

SottieYYJ.e:nt its(:)lf n.s :pri':'laril y +:h0 r0su.lt of th0 

i nfluenc e o f t..h.e London liissionar y Societ-.:.r. 1'hi1i}l 

~·:ent so fn.r as to list the K'l. t River locations as o. 

Londot~ ll ission~y Society "st"..tion" in his Re turn o f 
(37) 

Uiss ions of December 1830 . 

( 30 ) Q. 96B - 969 . A,C, ninut0s , pp . 81 . - 8~ . 
( 3 1 ) See Chap . I • 
( 3~ ) See , for instance , the comment of Godlonton in GTJ 
17 .4 . ~5 . Qlot~n sunra p . 

( 33 ) Q . 2330. A ,C, Minntes, :p . f'..t! r- . 
( :14 ) Remarks of the Co;tlilliss ioner- Ge neral Ol1 :Fhilip's Returr 

of Missions . c . o . 373 . 
( 35 ) R. Lovett : Hi stor:.y of th-~ Lona.otJ l!issionstrlf Sociew • 

Lond.on . 1 899 . Vol . I , 550 : r. l~ilip ' s nook exci tecl 
cnornous infl ue.r.ce u:po11 th0 R~:"Jinist:.".,tion '">"f 'lf'f:rlrs 
in th0 Colony. One hi{~~ly itlr>nrtn.nt result 't'ntE'I the 
promul(';atiol:. , on July 17 , 1 8?8 , of' the f~.nous order i:n 
Conncil no . 50 , by Sir R. Eourk0 . " 

( 36 ) Sec also c onmc:>..nts of Colo.m: 1 Wfl..~ e in eviclenc0, 
Q . ?7Al . A,C. l.fil1:t1tes , :p . ~87 . Viele i .nfrn. J1 . Z93 for 
d.iscussion on th0 t rera of t.hc OUC'!='tions ·nut to 
Stoc1~enstro!!! . ·· 
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To this Stock~nstrom took stronr exce~tion, and ~ave 

thr:- gover.mnent to 1.mderstand. , in :no uncertain terms , 
( 38) 

thrt :l?hiliiJ haC!. nisre:presented the facts. He laid 

stress on the fact that Kat River was a ~overnment 

experiment, the result of the Governor ' s clesire to give 

full effFct to the provisions of 0r(1 inance 50 ~ an<l by 

no nc '"lns B. r1iss:i.o:nn:cy institution . Ur . Read , the 

Lo!l..c1on 1fissionnry stationed ther0 t had only presenter! 

hi""lso 1f n:!fter the settlement had. ta1~.:en root , a...11c.l r·rh.on 

gove rnrnent -rras about to ~point 1.tr . Thompson n.s the 
( 39 ) 

o:ffici£>.1 r:1i.r.ister there . T'Y!e inh<:lJ')it 9. !'Jtp! of K11t River 

hnd ind.ee<l n.:p:plier"' to Dr . Philir :f0r !?. ministe:-: , but 

t1:is "orie-ir.c tecl f:lntirel y in rtn q,ttempt to :pre,iudice the 

io1ora1'!t people on the loc ,... t:i:ons nc.9J .. }"'lst 'lny cJ.or~~an. 

!lJ'poi:n.ter by, or in the pay of , gove rn.':lent , o.s .not 

sufficiently ind e:pen.dent t o protect the Tiottentots ar.:a:ir 5t 

oppress ion . 

In thr· paper of 1833 ~ Stockenstrom therefore 

nr.tur:-~lly cle8cribec the Kat River SPttleme11t gs ori,gin.­

atinc; in the desire of governr1ent to etve full e:ff'ect to 
( 40) . . 

the ~rovisions of 0::-d:Lnnnco 50 . Thn.t, of' course , h~ 

not been thC' reason uppermost l.n Sto(f'renstrom's ni.rd, 

as hn."· teen sho'l.·:n , but !le advn.ncorl_ j.t as a strong argu-

r:e11t in gamin~ government a:p:proYal for the experimer:t 

of settlin.c::- Hottentots in the Cec.ed Territory. 

On the mat+,er of' the stmcess of' the ezreri!"'le.r t , 

Stock,...nstrom in the JR per of 1R33 was 'most enthusiastic . 

He drew a stro.n~ :pieture of the utter degrno.ation o:r the 

Hottentots prior to th0i:r bein~ :p1acec1 on the saMe footing 

( 37 ) Re:'1arks of the Gomniss;oner-General on :PJJ.ilip ' s 
Return of ]fissions. C. o . 373. 

( 38 ) Ibid. 
( 39) Stockcn~trom to Bell . 30 . 6 . 30. G .o. 373. 

Enclosint: corres:poncleflce rri.th Re~"".d on this matter . 
C i tea in Rem arks of. the C o""''rlis s ione r-Ge n rn. n Phil i n 's 
Retm·n of Hif'sions , .e. 37?!. 

(40) Answer to Q. 3 . A.C. mi.rutes, :p . 153 . 
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as the othc r free subjects, J>Ointj np out that in maYQr 

respects , the :i.r :position \'J'1.S Y'orse +han t}la. t of slaves . 

rot bein({ saleable, they ,·rere r.ot of the same value io 

t!:eir en:ployers a~ slf:l.Yes "..l'Hi t'!eTe often t'Torse treater • 

The inmeoiate result of Ordinance 50 was an increase 

in VP.p;l"8...ncy , u.runJrenness and the breach of contr'1.cts of 

service . 

c;ivinf' full effect to t•, e s:9ir it of Ora inn.n.cc 50 by 

est8rlishinr: the Kat River Settlement , t,., e I'C''"'ults, 

contrary to no!St expr>ctntions, YTC're re!'1n.r"'"n~1e . 

l:)tocJ::en~t:ron :pn.il'lted a rlo ·r:LI'J€' picture of the thri vir~, 

industri o11s ~nd rC's:pccta.l·l e c amnm.ri t"~" . 

All that he hDrl oaid .. in this :pr>.pe r St ocken.<:! tr om 
( 41) 

c onfirmec1 , on be in~ r.uestioneA by the Co'il"'littee . 

But it is ~ota!·lc thai; . ··:'-len a fl'!Jestion temed 1n trnce 

all the 1'e:nefic i~l results he had derlicter simply to 

the r·Tn.nt int" of liberty to the Hottentots , or to G.Jl:ply 

tl-1 em to the Ilottr 11tots gei1l rally , Stoc1"'el'1stro1!l. t;as 

ouiclr to noint out that ~·.rh'lt he had sai'l annliea. spe0ifi-
- ~ ( 42 ) - ~ 

cnll~y to the K?.t Ri var IT ott.antots . 

Dr . :PtJ.ltp , in his R('turn of lfissions , St.oclccnstro.., 

con.sit'lerefl., hnd tender to over-em:ph!lsize t11e .~oocl effect 

upon their fellovT- set:-'·lers of the lfottontots w1:o ct:1.ne 

from the I)ondon tiisRion stntior-s of Theonolis ~ . .na JJethe~ s ­
.. ( 43 ) 

d.or:p . In 1830 Stoc1:en<:!tf'o-m, ncl VTritten: 

lla.ny very res}lect.,J·ln chara,.,ters cn1!le 'lt'lOl'l,.,. the 
settlers from The opolis flnd Bethelsfl.orp; hnt it is 
a l"l .. O~t ~ e~l too ~"'UC'J. to Soy thD-t t1ley 'we re f:Onerruly 
s:pefl.,ri.r:~ t h e QJ'lly J:'ersons ("l1._'1.li:rir-d. to jT::prnvc nJ10 
civilize tl•eil~ cmmtrynen , ' - th.~ fa.'l"lilies of thE" 
Eckharo.s . Groeps , <i.reHJdscs , Foxies , Grvsm.~.ns, Bloks 
nm !:lnny more ••• nrc at 1l-''1st their efm'lls in accnire­
~ents, conduct , i.rul.ustry t:tnd J!ro:perty tho ' they hflve 
.nE'ver been m1ay from runon"" the Boors ••• 

And v.rhen the Committee r~isea the q_u.e"'tion of 

rrhf>tiF r ~-he Hottentots f:rcm theo London n.nn Moravian 

( 41 ) Q. 1388 - 1397. 
Q. 27>00 - ?-345. 

( 42 ) Q. 1391 , 139~ . 
( 43 ) Re:m['r1:-s of tl" 

Return 

~li!Plt~ R' Pr . 155 .:. 15f,. 2P. • n .~5 . 
ninutc s, pp . ~44· - ~" .. F • 4 . 3 ~ 6 • 
minutf's , :P • 155. 
io1~er-Ge.rer 1 n 
373 . 



294 . 

missions rw.d contributed a n-reftt r1 es.l to the improvement 

of the settlencnt, StockP-nstrom replieCl that the.y had ~ 

but IT not nore so t mn many th.'l t c~.me from fa:rmers with 
( 44 ) 

:property. " 

In 1836, Gl~stone rnise~ the question of thE rights 

of nroperty of ITotte~tots in t he lands ~~exed to the 
- ' (45 ) 

Di.ssionary institutions . StockemJtron sn.:id he had. on.ly 

!1. vag·tt.e impression of ihe proposnl of the CortJtniss ioners 
( 46) 

of In(!,Jiry to f.'!"~.rrt the Hottentots such riehts, and 

cou~d not recollect 17hether he hud a nproven o:f' it or :not 

at the tine . But he expres~ed the opinion then that the 

Hottentots themselves, an1 .n.ot the I.n~titutions , shm.,~d 
(47 ) 

have the rip;ht ~ o the land . Ancl earlier in evidence 

he had. srdd th'l.t the K.,_t River Set +Iement \'!aS a tY]e 

:preferable to th'lt of the misE" ionary institutions , 

since it afforded to the people the :prospe;ct of obtaLning 
(48 ) 

:possession of the ::10il . This co inc icled t'Tith ~-:hat 

he h~n said in 1830, in the course of his rena:rts on 
( 49 ) 

Fhili:p 1 s return of miss ion8 . 

___ o __ _ 

( 44 ) Q . 1417 . A.C. "'!!in.utes, p . 157 . 28 . 8 . ~'1 . This 
guestion t:oul~ not h'1ve arisen from the Remar'F'B, 
hovrevcr , for these uere only eY..hibitecl to theo!!lr.littee 
by Gladstone in 1B36. 

(45 ) Q. 2355 - 2363 . A,C. ~inytes. pp . 247 - ~4R. ~ .3 . 36. 
{46 ) Theal: Records . XXXV, 300- 303 . 
(47) Q. ~362 . A, C , ~inuteR , ~ · 248. 4 . ~ . 36 . 
( 48) Q . 2338 . A ,C. minutes, :p . ~4:6 . 4 . 3 , 7>(!. . 
( 49) Rel:il.Arks of the Cgrrmissioner-General on. l'hilin ' s 

Return of !fissions . . o . 37~. ifThc lHssi onary 
Est!".blist'7lents ( i . e . for the Hottf'ntots) vrere he rete­
fore in.dispensnhle ns temporn~y asylums , bnt uncler the 
present state of thr l ar·s , the ln.m bfllOJ,gin,..,. to i;l-tr-m 
coult'i ~'~nt ~;a better nppropri:1toC! , +.hnr tl-te <"n_id l~m 
on the .O:::.t Hive r hns been , and is to be . - 11 
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( ii) Stockenstrom r-mcl the 1.fission~.ri. ~W. 

Upon the S1l1}ject of' the missionary institutions 

too, Stockenstrom nn.l the missionarior, , Dr. Fhilip in 

:pnrtic ular, h~>.c. t in the pnst , not seen e:;re to eye. 

Stockenstrom aclo'1ow·ledtrcd ns nuch in his evid.ence . He 

tol d th c Committee th" t t'h ere i7ere missionaries who, he 

considered, v1ere sometimes i.n the)lf-1-'bit of ma..kin{', i ll· 

founded representations on rehalf of t he nntives , tr}lich 
(50) 

he, as maeistrnte , '·na had to refute . rrrn these 

co.ntroversies ," he ndmitte<'l, rrofte:n ve·r>y an(l'ry feelinr;s 

h:2ve been (tisplayed, f rom which I myself have 1:een 

by no :means exerr:rpt, as the record'S will shot1 . n 

The records do, indeed., reveP_l tl"l..ese c ontroversies, 

thou{"h StocJcenstrom specified no i.nst- r ces. StocJ':"enstran 

was never , n.t any time , an opponent of r1iss ionnrics or 

nissionary wark as such- n..ltho~~h Dr. :Philip seems to 

hnirC' '1--er.m under the impression that this \'las the case 
( 51) 

i.Y.l 1BP4. But his Bxpe1·ie.nce of the northel".?' bord.er 

districts had t·'1~~ht him trnt the miesionary il'lsti tutions , 

ru.n on the lines tl~n.'!,post of them were, coulcl be Cl.D.ne;er--

ous sources of mischief . As early as 1815 , r~hen the 

r.1issiona.ry E . S:nit , huv:Ln{r ff'iled in h i s nt tom:pts to 

f ound a mission station for the Bushmen at Torenberg, 

n.skec to be a llowed to cst~blish om~ at Grootfontein, 

Sto9kc:n.strom t'ras wholly n.verse to the pr o;ject . He 

maintainefi t}. nt 1 t vras very likely th· Jt the l3ush~en i'!ould 

flock to such a strtion, VIhero they mi~crht find. food 

'\'Ji thout ha:vi...n.o~ to work for it. But the f~rmers would 

( 50 ~ Q. 1074. A.c. "i~utcs , p . 95 . ?l . A. 35 . 
( 51) SeP. Rev . A. llUTra;t 's account of an inte T"rie-r! I'Tith 

the Commissioners of I nouirjr . The r~.l: Recor,.1 s, 
XIX , 486. 
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not long su:pport a..n institution which de:prived them of 

tbeir essentin.l labour force, and. Smi t would soon again 

find the Bushmen leavin.~ hin , as they hru1 done at Toren­

berg, to retl~n to a life of vagabondage and stealing . 

Nevertheless, l1ein,.,. c onvinccd of Smi t 's tn;ood i:n.tent:lons, 

• he reoommenetea thv.t he could do excellent work by go:lnr~ 

froi!l farm to farm , staying nt each place for a fe,·r month. s t.. 
( 5~ J 

a.rrl instruc+i11 ~ far11ers nnd Hottentots as well n.s Bushmen. 

Stoc1re:nstrom had everl st:ronger r,...nsons :ror reg.':l.ro i.np: 

11ith d isfavoUT the missionary institutions beyond the 

bor<lers . Enrly in 1816, he was considerably a:L.1.rmed 

at rumcnr~ which reachec1. him th.<1.t Coem-nad Buis v1as 

within three hours' ride of the Bethelsdor:p institution , 

ru1d that he was stirrinr; up trou.blc '1.t!l.onp:st its imates • 

. Stockenstrom rras terrified th~t Buis ·:rould succef"d in 

\1i.ihib.i.ng over th<" inmntcn of the institution to join 

his rroup of bnncitn . ~nd he ~ote ~tronF1Y to Bird: 

With respect to the Institute at Klaar W~t~r , the 
pres0r1t il1AtnY.Jce orlir;en me t o re:pen t that that I>lc.ce 
falls d :trcctly in the eye of every brul- interrtioned. 
person as a :proper instrument to he usen in n \v-icke0. 
desi?.n . ~lRusible Ann praise~orthy as are the object~ 
of the missionaries , I fen..r they have too little control 
over their :pu:pils . • . ( 53 ) 

Stoc1-~.::nstrom hf.'.cl other occasions to write severely 

of this :parlicn.lAt in8ti tnt ion. 

vJrote ngai11 to Bird : 

L~ter in 1 Bl6 , he 

••• trmtcYel' J.1r . Anderson may promise himself of 
the fidcli ty of those still rP-mainin~ \'Tith him , l!.xperi­
el1cc has too well tnu,ooht , that vrhere every mn.n is 
GUided by his m·!n r1 ill only, Idleness VTil1 soon ~ive 
wny to mischief, and. only reouiros an cxw1:ple to 
bron.1: into extr!lv~~~me. 

( 55) 
And i.n 1818 he wrote ap:ai.!'l in siT>lilar terns of Xl~ar Water . 

( 52) Stocl:enstrom to ·,~ird . 30 . 5 .lB. C . 0 . ~598. 
( 53 ) Stockonstrom to Bir~ . ~2 .3.16. ~uoted in R .C.W. 

Leibbr.'IDd t : The Re h~lliQl'l of 1815 ~ J) ~ 8PG. 
( 54 ) Stocl-::enPtron to Oiirtl • ~ .16 • . U .o ~ ::'.60 (; . 
( 55 ) Stockenstrom to Bi""d . • ,J7.8 .18. u . o . 2nl~ . 

rrin S:!?ite of ~·rhnt n.ll bigoted. accounts Mn.y hfi.VC in:posed 
upon the ere ~ ulous world, it in im:poss ible for n.n un­
biussed eye to t~vel throur,h that c onntry VJithout nor­
ceivine: 1121 I11stitution for the prOJ.)ar:ntioY" of sacre~ 
doctrine A of Christiuni ty dcre:!'1crrt0"" into a crn.d.le 
f'or the most serio~1s mischiflf, for Mr. Anderson (I 
belie~ ~dth the be~t intentions tm~nrds the deluded 

( ( c ontiruoil -f'oo+. (\t' ... "'Qll' l ) 
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The :feur th'l t these institutions beyo:n.d. tre borders 

wonld become n :prey to the lawless influence of bP...n.di ts 

such as Coenrnad :Buio, ttnl especially that the c o11t "!.Ct 

'between thf" colonists an(!_ the inh~bita..rrt s of the institut-

ions mi.::;-ht lead to the temptations of a traffic in arms, 

vms or:e f~·~cet o:f ::itoc'kenstrom ' s o:p:posi t irm to the 
(56) 

institution.s . To the other he gave stro!lg eXJ)ression 

in a letter to the Commissio:rers of Inquiry in 1826 . 

Acknov.rlerlging the possibility that hiR Dr(' jmlicE1s as a 
- (57 ) 

colonist mit':ht hn.ve led him e.stra:,", he ViTote : 

I co.n a:p:peal to the ~overr:rr1ent, my fello"~:r ... serva.rts ~ 
the Boers, the sf'..vncres themselves, n.s to ho,·r I hnve 
felt M.d. acted. vTith respect to the l atter, ancl defy 
the t'li.r.utn ~t scrutiny; but I am far fror.t T'nnrdn,..,. 
blindfold into the opposite extre~e, ~nd thi~~in~ that 
c ollecti.ne th~m into schools and J)reachinp; to them 
while they are hnlf- st$.l"ved, thro~Th interpreters Yrho 
do not und.erstam. us themselves , 1Hill c1o tJ1.em the len.f:! t 
F,ood •• • if these insti tu:t ions vmnld h'<? tr.trned. into 
rece:ptr-.cles of sf'..rvcrts lee_;ally 1;ound, ~-.r'h.o choose to 
desert their master8, as 'fo1Tfl.l the case at Tor(niberg ; 
if the Bushmen are to be collectecl i.n m:unbe!'s, to l'ive 
in idleness under prnte.n.ce of 11eint',. taup;ht religion , 
an.d subsisted. on the flocks of those rrho might be 
sed.ucea away f:r. om good f~.rmers where they hrul enrned 
those f l ocks, swh institl,tions must 1·,ecome the focu..s of 
rapine am mura.er ,. nnd. op:posi t i.on of duty to society • • • ( 5D) 

All of which, of course, did not cau se Dr . l'hili:p 

a.nfl .. the London Society to love 1.;he L-=tnMrost at' Graa.ff ... 

l~einet . Uoreovcr, Stockenstrom <lid hgve occasion to 

g_nestion the tru·lih of a.llef.:ations me..cle by the missio.n-

aries agai.nstthe colonists . The incident vrhic h he 

very :probably hnd in. mind , in t~ ivinr': evidence here , 

return of missions , he roun<1ly o..rrl anr;ril:r refuted 

:people) ncl>::nowled{;es that his Church and. School are 
a l most entirely aban1oned . " · · 

( 56 ) See , for inst~rce, Stockenstrom to Bird . l . n . l6. 
C.o . 2606 . -

( 57 ) Stoclcenstrom to Cornnissioners of Inauirv . 9.8.?.6. 
Auto. I, '?.27, 230 - ~31 . · " 

( 5~See also Stoc1censtr om to Bell . 24 . :? .30. C: . o. 373. 
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Philip ' s c barges ago.j.nst the mierant farmers of 
( 59 ) 

"o:ppre P sin;c; the Gr io u.as in t !~ ir own c onntry. " 

However, as has been :pointeC!. outt Stockenstrom was 

no bi.?;oted. opponent of missionn.ry warJc . Fon the 

missio.na:ries themselves he hell a ,~eat respect . In his 

severest criticism of the institution at Klaar Vlater , 

Stoc1cefl.strom had never a word. to sA-y ngainst the mission­

GXY Anderson :personally, but believe·i him to be sincerel y 

we 11-meaninr· . S~t's institution at Torennerg had been 

a failure , B.D.d Stocke.nstrom refuse~ to allovr hi'!!\ to found 

one on similar lines at Grootfontein. This , hovTever , 

did not prevent him from s uee~estine; that Smi t should 

do itinerant missionary work in the Grn.aff..Reinet district . 

And , indeed., i.n ln37 , und_er Stockensti'om.'s pntron.n.p,e , a 

scheme rras broueht u.nder weig-h alonr; li11es s :lmila.r tD 
( 60 ) 

th.ose suggeoteo t't'!O years e'l.rlier t o Snit . A Missionary 

Society wa.s establishe<l to promote i11struction "lr.lon.o· the 
was bv't ii-

henthen of every ~lnss . A chn:pel" :for regu~ !ll' services 

on Sundays find during the vmek . Instru~tion in rend in,o: 

am rclitdon was given r;ratis :four eveY~iflgs a We~"'Jc . Ard 

the Society employed n missionary to ~o :from farm to 

fo.rl!l ~:no. ten.ch the heo.then in the cmmtry. 

Moreover, Stockenstrol'!l was no opponent of mi ssionary 

institutions run nlon~ sensible lines . " ••• if these 

AsylU.r.ts be set on foot , " he told the Conrnissioners of 

Inouiry , "the :Bushmen left at full li1~erty to nva.il 

themselves of them , Jbut not forced or enticed ai7ay :fro!:'l 

where they find. themscl ves c t:Efortfl.ble, they m8.y be a 

(59 ) Re~1a:rJcs of the Co'tl'l.nissioner-Ge nernl oYI Fhilin' s 
~~.L.1rrn of }.iiss jons. 31.1~ .~o. C ,o·. 373. 
:l:ere were other ir..stnrcps , r'.s vr}len, in 1nrq, he oneried 
llof:fat ' s asse-rtions th nt tl'le fl'ontic•~ inhfl.hitn!'lts ,c;ener­
n.lly were sunplyint~ n.rms 'lnd ammunition to t1te norderers. 
( Stoc1-::enstror.1 to Bell, 28 . ~ • .,8. C , o . ~36 ) • See also 
Stocken~:trom to Bell,-13 . '7 , 30, C . o . 373: vi:ndicn.tinA: 
n. comma!l.do of van Vly'k . })raising the fiel<l.- commanlP.flt's 
moderation on tbf' occn-·ion, ana sa.yino- thn.t the incident 
"will serve t o contrn.F:t well with those sto.teme nts by 
rrhic~ the Front icr Boers in :O:eneral , nJ:·n va.n Wyk in 
:particular, h rorc r.een rc:prosentNl as monr:ters of cruelty 
and bloodthirst - " 
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( f>l ) 
stlp:port to the Colo.ny .'l.YJO the Colony to them." 

Kookfonte ir , where there wns a Missionary institution 

and where a r0r:u1 a:r ''fair" vras held for trflii.e vri th 1h e 

!l..ati ves was evidently nn in.sti tut ion of ·vhich Stocken­

strom cmlid approve , ani in 1819 he rP-co~~erded Smit as 

t.he most suita'hle :person t o be n:ppointeel as miseionary 
( 6~ ) 

th~rc. Later in th~ same year, in thP midst of pre: 

:paro.tions for th. e l f119 cr.un}'Rigl1 > Stocl:enstro!Yl \·rr ote 

h('l.Ptlly to SMit , outlinin~ the :prlints he vrould like him 

to make in s:penkin? to the members of the Northerly inland 

tril!es v.rho mie,-ht shortly l1e expected at Kookfontein - . 

presumably to n;tt.em the me.rket . He r0min.ded. him thn.t 

the :principal aim must be "the re1icious nnd mor!"l 

civilization o:f all classes of onr nei()'hbours~ n.s well 

as that of th Hotte"ltot~ r•itbin thP co1o:1Y." ~a he 

su..e:gested that tbis "'lir-ht r·e c.n o:pporttme occar-ion for 

mentionin,~ to the nn.ti,.-es the rro:posed. Governrlcnt scheme 

for makin~ temporary {"':I'.n.nts of ervcn to de~e>"l"ViYI'"" charact­

ers, which mi t'Tht lat~r bee ome the :1r permanent possessio.ro , 

"in order to {"ivo to ;rour auclience the c1Pn.rest :proofs 

how inseparable we deeM moral im:pr oveT:1ent fr o!l re11r:inus 

I.nstructions, f:l...l1c1. i'!ho. t ''rei!,.ht vre attn0h to industry as 
( 63 ) 

the J.)rincipnl c onsertuence of the best of civilization. rt 

.G";ockenstrom by no menns d isar:proved of the pres0nc a 

of ~issionaries amon.n' the tribes beyond tho borders. 

In 1826 , when Me 1v111 rPsip.:.n ed the position of Govern.T!lent 

Agent at GriC'UP. Tm7r, StocJ"::e.rJStl·om hail ne-reed with him 

th[.',t if "e:ood r.rrl. :prud~nt" missionaries could 1>e stationEr~_ 

ncar th .., l~orthern front if'!· , who v.rou.lc1 keep in touch vrl th 

Government authorities a.:ncl, as f-ar as t'lD.S compn..tible 

( 60 ) Stocl:enstrom to l..irc.. 30 . 4 .~5. C . o . 2549 . 
(61 ) Stockenstrom to Commissioners of Inatury 9 . e . ~r,. 

!.yiQ. I, 231. 
( 62 ) Sto cke.n~"·rom to B'ircl . 5 . ~ . 19 . C . o . ~618 . 
( 63 ) Stockenstrom to Smit . 19 . 7 .19 . Co·ny in C. o . 2618 . 
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with the iT c allinp;, o.EJ sist i.n sc cin."': t ha. t loc ~·.1 reguln. t-

ions wer~ carried ou·t 1 there vroulft re no no eo to renlMe 
\ 64 ) -

the e overnmcnt agent. And in Augu.s·!i , he told. the 

Co:"lmiosioners of lnq_uiry in 18!?-G that he stron""lY recom­

menlo~1 Dr . Philip ana the Rev . l4'r . Whitworth to settle 

w.iss1onaries close on thf' borders , i7h()re their :preRen.ce 

would ~ct as o. cr..ecl<: on agrTessions on the part of 

both ')Olonists !l.nd native tribes : "out t!'lP-1'1 I oons.ta.er 

these worthy men in the outset nore n.s :rrotcctors +h."'l.n 
( 65 ) 

~s tcnchers," he uddeO. . 

As Com.missioner-Ge.nerP.l in lBP-P I~e rr.-~owme:l'ldr.H! the 

cn.aplo:;11ent of the missionaries in effecting c. rec oncili-

ation tr onoo the v!lrious border c:,iofc <lntl in urO'inr: then 
( ) 

[J . 

G6 
to t:!ai.n-:ain :pence n.nd orrJ e:r . AnC. there is every evi-

d.cnce of his co- opert1.tin g i'.J ith , oo d usinf! the services 

as ~[!ents of, the missionaries stationcc1 •'.fith the 
( 67) 

Ko..ffir tribes beyond the borders . 

To the influence of Rev . Rend u:r;on the HottE" rrtots 

Stocke.nstr om paid tribute even in the course of his 

Ret1arks , Pt:.yinr· thn7. he l:ni ini tis l ly favou, ed Read ' s 

taJdnp u:p his residence a.non:" the Kat f(iver locations . 

On the other hf.'.nl , r.rhen Read , as Stockc11strom consiclered , 

very officiously, t•.rrotc annou...ncing his inte!'tio:n of 

settling at Kat River in response to an official appli cat­

ion from tho inhabitants to Dr . Philip, and so.yinc thnt , 

v1hile he VToulcl confille himself as ouch o.s :poscihlo to 

their spiritunl concernr.:, he r:oulo be q,t ·their service 
( 68) 

\'lith advice in out11ard. concerns as vrell , St ocJcenstrom 

( 64) Stoclwnstrom to l'lf'sket . 5 . 6 •. ~6 . Quoted from Cory 
Trnnscrints : Colonial ArchiV8S Vol . III, 27. 

(6B) Stoc,-onstrom to Commissioners of Inauir.,_, , 9 . R .~6. 
\ )tg. I, 2~8. ~ 

( G Stockenstrom to ]ell . 28 . '"~ . !?.8 . 8 . o , 3~6. 
( 67 ) See~ for insto.nce, refere~~es i n Stockenstrom to 

Bell 24 .11 . ~8 . C.o . 336; 19 . 5 . ?.9 . C. o . 367; 19 , 1 .30. 
C . o . 373; 22 , 0 , 31 . C. o 390, co vering Chalmers to 
Stockenstrom 0 ,8 . 31 . 

(68 ) Read. to Stockenstrom, 14 .6 . 30 . Copy enclosed ln 
Stockenstrom to :Bell . 30. f-. 30 . C. o . 37z, . 
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:promptlY set hin ri~ht . The Hottentots , he pointed out, 

had f or the pA.P.t fourtf"en moflths appeared. very hn.ppy 

and contented under a system vrhereby they had d.irP-ct 

access to himself with their representations . lie pro-

pos ed accord i :rpl y t;o adhere t o tha-t :pr oceourP. t " and thus 
( 69) 

I trust save you a vast de~l of unnecessary trouble . " 

In giving his evidence before tre ComMittee , ~tocken-

strom must have run a. mental eye ove'f fuese many oc cas­

ions VThen he had strongl y criticized the T'lissil).n'l.T ie s , 

ancl r-ec '1lled also t.he .,oocl thR. t he }··new +.hem t o no . 
( '70 ) 

And so he snid. : 

• •• u:pon calm r 0. flectio.n , I think we sh'\11 'he a. ispo~ed. to 
look on missio~nrics ns · plnce~ in~ peculiAr pos ition, 

where they mirht feel themselvcA cnlled upon to a ct 
more J)a.rticu.l a.rly as the RUA:rd.ian.s of the i.nt<'rests 
and_ :pleaders of th·e cause of the coJ.oured. classes; · 
therefore I a.lvTa.~'S , il'.l mome nts of souncl r eason , ,·rhen 
the d. ict~.tes of just:l.cc could have their full sway, 
thow:':ht that p,-reat a.llowa.nce sho11lt;i. 1le macle for A. veTy 
stron~ feelin~ on their pnxt . 

He add_e~ th!tt that s~·ron"" feelin:~ had often h~en 

exercisefl ~·;i th V':'r~r t?Tcnt a.dvant~r;c in ~licit in"" truth 

and [)rin.?"in._-:: benefit to the :rt n:l:i ve s . llnCI. if th.n.t feel-

in~ h'X'! sometines led to so stronF; a bias ns to l eacl 

individunl missionaries to "shut their eyes and enrs 
( '71 ) 

agni .nst every but their own side of the auef.ttio.Yl," it 

StockeYlstron to Read . 15.6 . 30 . I bid. , 
Q . 10 '74. A.C. minute~, p . '95 . 21 . 8 . 35. 
Compnre the i ntroductory para.rraph of the 

, . f' Co"lmi s ·or .r- GPn r n 11 1' ili ' R ,.r H ' ~ n , 
31 .1 2 . 30 . .o . 3'73 • · amwell aware that in mBJdne· 
the follovrint"' observations , I am placLn,.,. myself i :n n. 
very delicate l?osi t i011 , in as Much a~ Experience hn.s 
too v1cll t nU{:;ht , t.h!! t independent of the i gn.orA.nt • 
preju<'! ieee" fl.m del 11d od part of' the c omr.mr.i ty in EnrltUtd. 
(whose op i nion '\'!e T"li(l:ht contemn;) evf'n· extensive cir~lcs -
a.mon~ the truly v-t orthy n..nd r as:pect a1lle t vm ose ap:pro .. 
bntion and S'IJl?:port are in every res:pect desir~1:1c , w:lll 
at once set c'i ovm , as a no.rrov.r rn.i.nder" !'l.Yld op:prflssive 
Encm,r of' +.he Ahori,.,..ines f'l . .rxl other coloured. cl'l.sses , - · 
DJ1t] :>,s hostile to every nttempt at their amel i oration , -
any mn.n who shn.ll pr es,,me i n thF- lenst to differ with 
wi th t.hose from w-hom they hnve accust omed. the!!lselvcs 
to borrow their own notions a.s t o the men.ns by which 
t hat desideration is to be attained , and to 1'1hose views 
thP.y hnve m~...a.e their own rcasonlhng :powers entirel y 
subservient , " 
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should not 110 forgottc ... l thn.t t l' C'Y re ·:u-d c a tl cdr ~l:lc.ntn 

a.s t ho rrerl::cr :rnrt~r , ~.nd t h :_t thnir 01")J10.rc ntr.: often 

ais:pln..yed "n...n C~U!11 0 O{'XCe Of ].Jnrtin.li t~r • '' 
( '7~) 

He Pc.nt on briefl~y· to ina. icate tho cxcelle:rt 't7orJt 

in J?l'N'lcrvinr; the pea.cf' a.:rl checldl'!.'! do:vred~ tio.r.s , dof'e 

by tho Wcslcyun Jaiss ionnrics ru:oonr~ the tribes s1.mh n.~ 

th:.d· of :Pato, b;· tho London 1Iis'"!i0Yl'1Xies amonr; the Gri('luns, 

ana by React a.nd Thompson on the Knt River. 

It \'TaR in accordance rrith his e:t:verience, too, that 
( '73) 

Stocknnstrom pointerl out that the main value of' mission -
• 

nr y 't'lork 'Poyonn the borders ln~.r , i.n the initial star·es , 

not so n.uch in. their relit~ious as in V!hn.t he cal1ea their 

"political" influence , in. rC'rtr~.ifl iY"fl: the nn"t ives nmon('f'st 

ion bctvreen th0 gove'l'l'L"rrent ann the natives reyonct the 
(74 ) 

border~ . He was aware that this was : ot o.. nonular 

view of the ftuwtion of missionarie8 , l' nt , notwithst~.l'ld­

ine seve ml SW'.f:Cr· tions from Bnxtofl t hn t th~ roots of 
( 75) 

their influ.e.l'1Ce lay in their Christi::tn il,f1uencc , it 

wa.s n. view to whir>h Stocke.nstrom adher ed . • On the other 

:ha.n.Ct, as mi:"'ht have he en expected , Stoclrens tr>om maintained 

t )n_ t he c on1cl s ce no value at all in missi onnries exer­

cisin t· 9ny sort of "political" or "diplomatic" influence 
( 76 ) 

vri thin thP colony i tsolf, vrhe re there v;cre officin.l s ''rho 

could act in this c~pncity on bch~lf of the n~tivcs ; 

nbecansr. , " he sRiCl ," my vie\'1 is, thA.t it is the cl"tlty of 

every pc:rs on employe<'l. by the ~eve r11me nt to prote0t th. e 
( '77) 

nati .. ros, n.nd to prevent the nischie:f reonltin~ from wars . " 

But , o.r be in~ asl::ed. v.rhether there ha<1 not r<H'n instru'lces 

( '7~) Q, 10'74 - 1075 . A.a. minutes, p . 96. 21 , A .~5. 
(73 ) Q. 1557. A,C , minutes , p . 184 , 1P.,2 .3n. 
( 74) See also Q. 1568 - 1 5'71. ~ minutes , p . 186. 

12 . 2 . 36 . . 
( 75) Q, 1560, 1561, 1 562 . A,C, minutes . p . 185, 1~.2 .36 . 
( 76 ) Q . 15'73 - 15'7f1. :~ .a, Minutes , :pp . 1 8(; - 187. 
1~ . 2 . 36 . 

( 77) Q, 1577, 1 578 . A,C, mi~utes , ~ · 187 . 1~ .2 . 36 . 



where the officers of gover!'l1!1ent had not borne the 

chtU'acter of rr:protcctor~ of nnt.ives , n Si;oc1~enstrom 

replied. thfl .... in much of the evidence tt hrul reen cleo.rly 

:proved th~t there hnd been too stron~ ~ disposition on 

the part of some f'uncttono.ries to resort to coercive 

meo.surt=>s ap-a.1nst4thf• ."1utives - a number o:f men "conscient -
( 78 ) 

iously believeo th c coercive meflsures were indispensable , 

Nevertheless, Stockenstrom snid that 1 within the colony , 

he did not want missionaries to "interfere in 111 y way: " 

I wish the Government fl.nc."l. the missionaries to be 
upon such terms that both will have one object in view , 
which is to 1ree:p the .natives in peace • n.ntl thAt tho~e 
men should nse their inflnAnce over the .natives in co­
o:peratin~ ,.,.i th the Government to maintain :peace, ni1Jd to( 79 ) 
ex:plain all ~isunderstandin-r::s that may arise "between tbmm. , 

___ o __ _ 

(iii) Stoc)censtrom Says his Sa:v: 

On 11 Murch 1836~ his sccon0 ~1nst appe~rance before 
( OO) . ( ~1) 

the Cornmi ttee , Stockenstrom made fl. tt"~ird attempt, and. 

again VTi thout succefls , to ,QEt the Committee to minu.te 

the paper on his Commissioner-Gtr ernlshir which he had 

mlbmi ttod on 26 February, f.l.!ld in if ~ic h he had. c ~ ·1c nted 

upon the documents exhibited "on the part , as I eonceive , 

of the lnte Governor tl:rd -prt!.!sent Government SccrottlTy of 
,, ( 82) 

the C~.pe of Good Hop~ . " He halt reduco<l tre docUl!lcnt to 

( 78 ) Q. 1579 . ibid . 
( 79 ) Q. 1 580 , ibid , 
( 00 ) His ln.st n.:r;rP.earn.flce v1·~ s on 18 AT·ril 183(;, th r~ e 

dn.ys before he sailed for the Cn.pe, ·when he su.l:rmi tted. 
the paper upon the Er~smu~ CnBe already referred to . 

( 81 ) His second was on 4 March 1836, "Nhe-n he alluded 
to a reference in "thn t :pn:per \'11''ich I reod to the 
Commi ttee 1e.st Friday, nnd. which I stron~ly reouested. , 
and. nov1 again reo nest, beinr e nterect upon the minutE's . tr 
Q , 2352 , A,C. minuteR , p . 247 . 

( 82 ) Q . 2392 for whn. t follows . A .c fvminu.te~, p . 250 . 
The a.ocuments arc listed in Chap , , footnote ( 74). 
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nbout one-sixth of its former length, the Committee 

havinr fou.ncl. it "too lenp;tlw." As~cd t o state the 

contents of the :paper, he said that, fl11d.inp. i t difficult 

to expunge any passage without v1eakenin ,. his arguments , 

he merely wishecl to st1:1te that, if the s~id documents 

vwre intended "in the slip:htest dep:rce to militate 

ap.:ainst any statement" made to the Col!lmi ttec, he \'loul<J. 

pledge himself by those selfsame documents to prove his 

stateMents. Char acteristically. Stookenst~om professed 

the highest personal rcs];leat for the governor n.111 the 

secretary, but "I owe it to royse If most firmly to per­

sist in my view of those points in wh:i.ch I h2vc ht:td the 

. misfortune to a. iffer with them ." .Ancl he truE:trc th!lt , 

v.ihenever e;ny ctoubt shoul d. exist, he wonlc b~ r~iven the 

o~port1U1ity of provin0 his ~llee,ations to the letter . 

The results of Compbell' s investigations into the 

Er~~~:mms case; am the copies of the J our~nl, with j_ ts 

acid c om.tnents on Stockenstrom ' s ev:ld.ence, had r ot yet 
( 83 ) 

reached Ent~:J.nnd. But thr!.t God.lo:ntort ' s heated. (lia.tribes 

wainst Stock C'.nstrom' s a:.rnbi t ion, had tho ir or i~in in 
. ( 84 ) . 

Enr,l aoo., is rev0aled 1)y what f ollowed in Stoc1censtrom' s 

evidence . Vlha t l?hili:p had f.ore~een, when in 1832 he 

\'larned Stockenstrom thl'\t they shoul d avoid. the appe a- ance 

of collusion for the d.ef0at of those 1t1ho differed from 
( 85 ) 

them , hw_ , it seemed, come to pass . So Stockenstrom 

suspected, a t any rate . Sone i na.icn tion of the ty:Pe 

(83 ) Wade subMitted the first lot of affidavits on ~5 
Mnrch 1836 ." AiC. mi11u.t~s , p . 299 ff . 

{ 84 ) See Chap . • · 
( 85 ) See Chap . II. The statements made by Stockenstrom 

in 1835 ( f! . • 1381, 1382 . A.C. minutes. :p . • B8 . 8 . 35. ) 
to prove thn t he had never l ent ·himself to "aey dark 
or tU1d.erhand manoeuvres against any power or individun.l't 
were :possibly there introduced by H·nxton and. Stocken­
strom by design , in order to forestall possible alleeRt­
i ons .. Aller,-ations of ~collusion , " hO'\'Iever , ~ay alread.y 
then h ave 1-. ee.n mad.e. 
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of criticism which Godlonton and others in the colony 

wore levelling at him must surely he.ve come to Stocken-

stroM's ears . But no rumours from the colony could 

possibly hnvc re~chco hin at this time. HEtl ce his 

sout'ce of infort1A.t ion must hA.ve reen in EnrlMd .• 

''The Committee is aware,,, he se,iCI. , 'rtthnt I neither co1rrted. 

nor shr1Lrik froM the :posit ion in ;;-;hich I wns herC' placed ; . ••• " 

He had. l 'een intercepted. on his way fro"'l Sweden to 1h"e 
' 

C:~.p e and bro~r:tlt before the Committee a.s a wit11ess ; he 

had P.t once e.p:pen.lecl to "public a.ocur1ents, every ·.rord of 

VThioh vms t•rritten under the impression that they 'I.'Toul(l 

j'I'VQ!leCI intcly rc!'.c h the eye o:r the la t.e ~overnor;" and , 

thou:-h he hnd b.'1en dependent on a memo:r:r "much 'lb.nhinged 

rli th respect to Cape affnirs "hy severn 1. "TC"l.rs' sus:pc.ns ­

io:n of c.ll conncxion vrith thei'l," he helil. himself strictly 

res:ponsible for every syllable of his evitlerne . 

And, his nose ever 8ensitive to the presence of 

rnts, Stnc~enstr~ smelt one in the nuestions on th0 

report on Philip ' s return of nissions . 

"I can o11.ly stnt0, 11 he c o:'lmentcr , ~'~vri thout bcint" 

nble to judr-;e of the orject of those o U'"' Rtj ons, thnt the 

8:J.id. report, if com:pnred. with e,l"erythinr r;'hich hn.~ come 

fro!'l me before this Committee - with my viev;s ontertn.il"ed 

1:?. or 15 YC';'.,TS neo , us they awenr in the first part of 

the papers :printed by order of fhe House , ana ~·, ith "'ll 

QY other officinl acts - will prove that I never WRs either 

the crJSmpion or the instru.ment of aey po.rty; thtt i'Jh~n 

I found occas:ton to cliffor ui th the missionaries , I {1ave 

Tt'fY sentiments Yrithout fenril'l.,.... for one moment the influence 

t'rhich t'1.ese men Wf>:t'E!! Sl1Jrposed to possess; n.nd. where 

I found. their l abours directed. to the promotion of ih o 

public welfare , I have e:b •eY.l them my most cordial support , 

ui thout c on~.u i'tin"" +.he prf' ju<lices of t!'le ir a!l.!f:o.gonists . " 
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Stockenstrom c onoluded, in a passage that is V!orth 

<;Luetin,'! in fUll : 

It has alwn.ys been ~nd ever will he the most agr0 e­
ablo pHrt of my duty to espouse the cause: of the mass 
of my c ountrymcn , P11d those ind.ivic.l uals '1.r10n,:st them 
who may l:·e falsely o.ccusecl. . The Colonif!.l Office 
c antains ample proofs of my zeal on thnt head ; but to 
justif~r, d.eny or nnnnive s.t crimes which sorrte of them 
may ce1mnit I cansictered inconsistent both v;jth. my :public 
and pr ivate dut~ , as thf' judicial rccorcls at the Ca:pe 
Cfl_n testify . oo liket·dse the protect ion n...nd uiviliz-
o.tion of the :natiire tribes n.re o:mon,~ my most anxious 
v.Jishes ; cut I see no IJhilanth.:ropy in e nc ouragin,o: 
their murders n.nl plunder 1)y irornmi t y . Consistent 
with these views, I hmre tried to do my d.u.ty to all 
:partins , vrithout cou.rtin{; any , a.m. I am conseruently 
not under the in.flueme of aey man or set of T:len . 
If 1;his l1e inc o:nsiste .my , I am fully o:pen to t'l1o_t 
c barge ; ••• 

Thus Stockenstrom him~ r lf. Vlhat , 1.n the lir~ht of 

Sill the evidence, has hist ory to say? 

___ o __ _ 
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In the Gr~cm's To~m Journ~l of 17 May 1864, the 

follm .. ring notice appeu.red in the l ast column on page 

four: 

The death of Sir Andreas Stockenstrom is 
reported by telegr·am. The Colony p;:dd deceeaed 
a pension of C?50 , which will now be saved. 

?his was the only reference made by the Journal to 

the passing of Stockenstrom. It was the last flicker , 

the rather sondid petering out of one of the epic feuds 

of South African journalism. 

Yet , after the analysis of all the evidence, very 

little remains of the "Stockenstrom enigmc. 11 The 

picture of Stockenstrom in London as the unscrupulous 

place - seeker stands exposed es the piece of jovxnal-

i stic licence tht .. t it was. l..:Ven 1.'heal 'c somewhat kinder 

picture of him as a man, esGeniially hl,man, yielding to 

an overwhelming temptation to throw aside his pr i nc iples 

for the sake of an ofi'ice in which he would ht..ve greater 

opportunities for service and influence , cannot be 

accepted as valid. 

Stockcnstrom's associat ions with the Buxton group 

appear to have come s.bout in a completely natural manner, 

His long ... standing connections with ~k-e Pringle and 

}'hilip dispel the need to seek any sinister i mplicat ions. 

His attitude to the philanthropists at this time was 

precisely \'Jhat it had been for many yee.rs :past : 

cincere sympathy with their views on native policy , 

tempered by his own :pra.cticU experi ence of frontier 

problems and the typical indignc.tion of the frontiers-

man s.t any unwarranted casting of blame on the European 

f'armera of the Cape. Uei ther in hi s private correspondence.. 

during thiD pe:ciod , nor in his evidence in 1835 a.nd 

1836 , does Stockenstrom appear to have a t tempted to 

disguis e the existence of difference~ of opinion 

betvmen himself and Philip r-nd ]"'~.irbr.irn . His evidence 
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on the subject of t h e missiona:ri es 1 Dr Philip' s .. tet urn 

.Q.f 1·.ds :::: ions and Philip's visit to the Last ern f r ontier 

ju~t before the outbreak of t he Sixth Kaffir ·'.Jar , for 

ins t ance, reveal the dif fErences quite clearly.~~of. 

l...acmill£-!1 is undoubtedly correct in seeing Stocken­

strom's attit ude towards nat ive problems and t he 

phil~.nthropist point of vie·., at thi s time f:S part of 

a process of development eoing back th the earliest 

years of his Landdrostship , although he does not 

emphasi ze sufficiently the erJ.atic course of hio 

relations with ~hilip. 

Stockenstrom' s tirades on the subject of the 

Gommis .. ionereki~-Generalship reveal a sense of bi tter­

ness and frustration which reached unbal anced propor­

tions and probably distorted both his evidence ond 

hia judgment on t he subj ectt. Yet h i s react i on to the 

question of his re-rppointme~t in the servi ce of the 

Colonial Government was normal . As a man of slender 

private means, vJi th fo.mily cOm.l1Li tments , he was anxious 

to secure employment in the field in which he had most 

experience . As a proud man and a man of integr i ty , he 

refused t o a ccept an appointment g iving him lower 

~:tat us thLn he had held previously , or one in which 

he could not render hio services t o the full and 

a ccollding to the principles which he bel ieved to ·oe 

the best f or the frontier . 

The existence of a cloee connection between the 

appointment of Stoc~ enstrom es Lieuten2nt-~overnor, 

and t he evidence he g~ve before~the Abo i g i nes Co~~it t ee 

cannot be accepted \'rit, -o.ut reservation.:i.Lost l.t~r iters 

tend to i gnore eth el f r-,ctor s which may hcve been 

er· ually instrumental, if not indeed more so , i n the 

e.ppo i ntment of Stockenstrom. 1J.he events of l i 35 are 

telescoped into an unr.~tur01 juxtaposition. It is 

c.pparently f ore ot ·' en - for Frof. I·.'.~.cmill&n noter:; but 
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does not fully eL~hasize - that,six months before 

Stockenstrom gave evidence, Philip recommended him 

:for the position of civil authority on the frontier . 

Noreover , the Colonial Office records vTould have 

revealed him a.s an able a.dministr~.tor and a respected 

o:tl icial. 

Glenelg ~ppe .. rently took little inter est in the 

proceedings of the ..;on:c,it-~ee until Buxton brousht them 

to his notice, some time after Stockenstrom hc'.d completed 

his evidence. It is possible tha.t Glenelg was influenced 

by quotations from the evidence which buxton may have 

mode in the course of interviews tovJards the end of 1835. 

But there appears to be no verifieble proof of the accep­

ted idea that Stockenstrom's evidence was a major factor 

influencing Glenele . In fact, there are features of 

Glenelg's de .. ;patch of December 183.J which sugc;est thet 

he could not possibly a.t thc:.t time have 1ne.,de any thorough 

study of 1.vhc:t Stockenstrom had h ad to sa;y- • .:'he corollary to 

this is th~.t Stocken3tr<im 's evidence as such could not 

hc:.ve hbd c.ny direct influence on the cont c-nto of tl~c 

Glenelg desp~tch. 

':i.'he e.dherents to the 'l'heLl school of thought ar·e 

incorrect in su.ppo .. :ing tho.t Stoch.(nstrom himself 

expected a ne\'J appointment to result f1om his evidence. 

His correspondence indic t?,tes quite cle<:. ... ly th&t, ~-t the 

time, far from a.nt icipt ting a nevi ere in colonio.l policy, 

t:. s 1:heG:.1 euggest s ,stockenstrom ~tlC::.O pas Ding through a 

period o-~. complete disillusionment. 1·-oreove.L', he wc-s on 

his vny to oettle his affairs at the ,.!e,pe, prep&rfl.tory 

to set ling perme:~nently in Swc en,when the slll1l111ono cf:.me to 

ap .-jear before tile Aborigines Jorll!-.n.i ttec. Stockenntrom 

knew lit t le or notl. .. ing of Glenelg when he first appeared 

before the Committee.And Glenelg's decision to t..p ;:,o int e. 

Lieutenr-nt-C.overnor was mad~ e.t the ena of 1L3;J . 
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It is difficult , ae 1~ P.J .Smuts has pointed out, to 

find any real justification for the allceati:m tho.t, in his 

v.ariouo statements. duri nc t .is period, Stocl:enstrom \ 

completely reversed all his former principles. The 

Stockenstrom controversy iiJ , perhaps, the cl{-S :J i~ 

illustra.ti :;n in South .African historiogl•aphy of the· danr·er 

of isolated quoteti n . The development of Stockenstrom's 

policy before 1833 muet be studied $ a whole . Its 

fundamental structure emerr~es very cl ee.rly .Stocken ~Jtl·om 

himself re-iterGted its basic principles many times . ~ 

WLS, first and foremost , D. practictl frontiersmEn £nd ~n 

essentia l re&liet. :i.:o }Jolicy v.c any til.1e car1 ied '\lei~ .. ht 

with him \•rhich !'€:t-~_ee~- did not recognize the existence of 

i rr' esponsible elements on oot:1 sideG of t : e frontier. In 

r.:.ny frontier schem(. , he so1 '::ht ~ ru<::.r~·ntee thst the honest 

end the l au- :: .. ~idine; \!Ottld receive tho p1 otoction &e:::.inst 

the l e.vJleso to \·lhich they \ver·e entitled. J ... nd hr· vlf.h c...s 

L~dign. nt at Lny unft ir critic ism or the frontiersmen in 

gene::al as he \fas at the ex.po:Ju~·e of' their non- Europ ean 

neighbours to injustice. 

These are the threads vlhich run .L.'i t..~ht throur;h Stockenstro,<~ 

stc:.-.ementc of policy . A stndy of his ~tctements from 1833 

to 1835 , both in documents ~nd before the co~dttee , 

produces no evidence of a fur...dcment&l devit.tion from thes :-> 

basic tenet (-; . 

\. i th the phil< nthro.9ist~; , t:.tockenstrom believed &nd, c..s 

the document~J ,how, had lone believedt thGt the :Luropetn 

in outh l:.frica must bear th\· reo!··onsibili ty for the 

plight of the Hottentots £nd tho condition-; on the frontier 

cincB these were lrrcely the product of t he policy of 

former ceneration::.; of white men . _.ut ct no time did he lay 

the. bl::.me at the door of his O\m Lenera.tion c. s c -whole. 

lirof o.i.:l.'Cncken h E'S S.l)ly illuotrated this l etter point in his 

st~vey of Stockenetrom's evidence on Eastern frontier 

policy . 
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There does not appear to be cny valid support far the 

theory thrt Stockenstrom, in r;iving evici.ence 1 delioerately 

set out to blacken the colonists becEuse tales of the 

nor.J:·ors per:petrtted 1>y the frontiersnen were ~cceptable to 

the philanthropi.sts. It i r.; true the.t he \vas the only one 

of the colonicl tvi tnes~; es \-Ti th ~ny real author i$y to speak, 

who produced concrete instc.nces of fle:r~nt inju.~tice 

tovTards the natives Dnd dish.:>nesty on the pe..rt of frontier 

co~~nists . But he evidentl~ated these incidents in good 

ge~a-faith, in the belief thc:.t tho facta were true . He was ....___ 

prepc.red to have them investigE~.ted. The usual connter• 

argument to this is the notorious evidence on the Zeko 

epir-ode. Th~t Stoclcenstrom' r.; evidence hei c Lbounds ~n 

discrepvncies is a:opj. :l:'ent. Dut it cee.ms to be equally 

appa.tent that the reasons for Stockenstrom' s unsa.tisfc:..ctory 

stat ements lay rather in his O\vn confused recollection of 

the \-rhole period from 1830 to 1831, thc:~n in any degire 

deliberately to blacl<.en the cc;se of c. frontier colonist . 

Stockenstrom referred to the cs.scs of abuse of the petrol 

and reprisc.l system primEtl .. ily in order to support hie 

indictr!lent of the ~Thole exioting frontier system. 

i fact which has never been ouf .... iciently emphasized, 

though some lc>ter \Trite.L·s nuch ~-s r: .J .smute mt. . .y heve 

recognized it , is t!:.at no J.)&rt of Stockenstrom'o evidence, 

or of hi. .. written stc..tements bet\.,een 1833 und 1836t contains 

stroncer criticism of the whole Eastern frontier system and 

of the injustices to which it led then th&.t a.lrea ~ mc.de 

by Sto®nstrom c: s early as 1 Ll20 ;,.;hen Kii'e~ he beca~e 

vo:tm:li:::sioner-Cenerc:l. It h pos r;; ible, as the Grc.ham's ..:' o\1!1 

J~urn~l showed, to select p&s ,~;es from Stockcnstrom's 

pa.pers Es La.nddrost which reveal an app~..-~~ent contrc..st in 

tone to me.ny pas .-r..-:::: ee in the p~.pers of 1 833-1833 . :aut to 

accept th~t contr~st as sufiicient g~oung for callin~ in 

quest ion Stocken~trom's consistency o~ his int egrity, a.s t he 

'l'heal school has done, is to fc.lill to recocnize two basic 
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:points : the Co:mmis.Jioner-Genen~lshi.P b.~ ought Stockenstrom 

into cont£ct with r. set of circumstances , the pos:~ibility 

of \rhich in a frontier soci ety he had c:luays recognized, 

but of the exi ~tence of which he 1u. d. not been acutely 

conscious on the :Dushmc •. n frontier; and \vhat he found on 

the East ern frontier certainly seems to have led him to 

revise end .modify opinions \Ihicl1 he hcd previom3ly held .. 

l'he fundament G-.1 p!·inciples of Stockenst1·om's policy 

remf·ined demonstrc:bly the sane thl.·ou~··hout the period 

under dj.scur,sion. ·out the condition::> under lvhich they 

opcrr~ted diffe1·ed . '.:..'he Deve;.'ity of Stockenstrom'3 censure 

of the patrol and reprh~&l syGtem dc::teo from the period 

of the Jommissioner-Generalship :: .. nd no't froru hi ;::; 1!!4;a.y­

period out of ofi ice. '.LO lone sit_:ht of this feet is to 

hcve a distorted conception of the development of 

~:aockenstrom's I::c.~stern f:t·onti cr policy. J.D .. l'itm!..n has 

fc:.iled to bring out thic point with suffici nt cltu·ity in 

hi~~ F-ccount of the Cor:r1.ist:ioner-Gene:rslship• It is pou ~ ibl~ 

that the_Q£~h<:~ ' a '.i: O\-ln Journal did not have access to 

c ny pE'.pers which i.iould hFve brouc;ht h01rie thes e fact~ • .Jut 

it is ~mfortuna.te tl1a.t 'l'heal r: nd his followers probed no 

deeper. 

\.hen Jtockti:;nst:l':om's vie\'lS on the frontie - .jystem c..~nd 

its abuses became publia, they 1ve:e:e regarded by his 

critics e.s :proceedinc~ from come s inister - or, e>s :U'a.irbc-irn 

t;IOUld hc.ve thoueht, salutc..ry- ch&n~e of heart. 'l'he f~d le.cy 

of this int. erp1< et~.tion, in the liz.ht of the :t'<:..ct th£.t his 

e.ttitude to :northern f . .:.:onticr problems -. nd to the i'hili:p 

school rene.ined c onstc nt, has oeen dcmon;Jtrc.t ed• J~ new 

s~ :apathy ' lith the native chiefs dn the East.e:en frontier 

was the n e.tura l consequenc e of his realization thr:t e.buses 

of the fronti€.r r ep:r·is&l ..;yste:m were lllore prevalent than 

he had been atva ... : e. 

Perhaps the wors ~ thr t can be said of Stockenstrom' o 
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6.r:i ticisms is that they were probably coloured by the pers­

one.l motive of his dislike of Colonel Somerset. the llilitcr_y 

Co.mmande.nt of t; ~e frontier. 'i'hee.l considered. thir., resent-

ment of Somerset a primary :motj.ve:tinz factor in Stockenstro,·.~ 

indictment of the frontier system.Stoc}~enstrora hed long 

since frankly a.vo~red his i nability to co- opere.te with the 

, Colonel, whose approach to the frontier pro'blem he reg~ rd­

ed as purely military and !Q~P facto cbhorrent . ~asseges 

in his Autobiogr'aJ2hY.• \>Jritten many years after theoc 

events, reve~l the ~lmost unbal&nced i ntensity of his 

dislike of Henry Somerset • .Out to see in thL the origi n 

of Stockenstron's criticism of frontier policy is to 

ignore the fact that tha1. cri:bici!3m was born of princi ples 

lone inherent in &~e~k his approach to frontier affairs . 

'l'he basic principles of t i·~ c ;·olicy advocated 'by 

Stockenstrom in 1835 have been Bho~m to be those implicit 

in his r olicy as La.nddrost , e.nd explicitly developed 

during the ~ommissi:Jner- L: enera1ohi:p . Yet the existence 

of e.n absolutely fundamente;;l difference between the pol icy 

:pur~med by Stockenstrom as Commissioner-General and that 

advoc<::.ted b., him in 1030, a.:ppea.ro to have become accepted 

sa BJtioma.tic by many \v.citers •.• :he e1ror lies in suppoGi ng 

Stockenstrom in 18.::J' to have envis~ced gradual incorporatio r 

of o.ll the tribes beyond the :;Jastern borders, and direct 

rule , ~s the solution to t h e front i er problem. ':lhc:tt.this 

weo"'- not the ca se is clec:-r, not only from Stockenstromts 

letter to the .Jolonicl Office in 183( , but from his O\</n 

explicit statement in his lette:c to C lenelg in 1 336 . 

~onsequently, the ~s aertion that the policy which he 

edvoca ted in 183:3 wa.., fundamente.lly different from th~t 

\vhich he prc.cti::,ed as ...:ommiesionci·-G enercl, 01~ that \vhi~h· 

he pro. osed in 1834 , is seen to ~e incorrect . It h~o a lso 

been ahown tll<.. t t h e princi:9le::.; of the policy sug1·e .... ted WJI 

Stockenstrom to c-lenel[; in 1835 , ~-nd thct embodied in the 

tree-ties of the Lieutenent-Governorship, were by no meems 
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tiholly for ei[!;n to StockenstroDl' s previous vie'.llS. 

In the li~ftt o~ these f~cts,it becomes difficult to 

acoe:;;/~ the su;::;c cst.:. -n thrt Sto~kenstrom prostituted his 

j)rinci ) les to r- miota.ken philcnthropy as the only mee:ns 

of gratifying hin dcei:e:e for pl.c . .Jc. It se ms at once 

f r ire1· und more accurate to cla im the.t Stockenstrom 

Eocepted the hir;h offic '3 offered to him nr imarily because 

he could a:p.·:rove t11e principles upon \vhi.:;h waa bc.sed the 

l)Olicy he woul d be expected to cr riy out . One may p .... esume 

th'--t there nt.y have been t.e:p ects of the polic.f vihich di u 

not ho.ve his entL·e a:p .ro·q-c.l . He himself admitted 1 a.te1 

th:=.t he ~rd been d.ovbtful of it::: prc.ct ior .. bility in the 

conditions on the frontier after t he wt..r .But, confident 

it: his pe::.sonal influence with both t he fl~ontiersmen end 

the : .affirs ,.t..nd i n the wisdom oi o.. pol icy he 'believed 

ba.sed upon justi ~c , he \vc;s more thrn rea C.y to undertake 

the task of g iving the ''lenel~;; system a trial . 

In this con~nction, it i s ~trL~:e tha t Stockenstrom's 

critics hr: .. ve never refer1 ed to the one a spect of his 

evidence in \vhich it is vi .. :tu~ll,y impos - i?le to avoid t~1e 

the conclusion th::.t he 1as delitJeratcly disavov1in:_..~ his 

:previous s tcte..rc.ents : hi s denie.l in 10:5.3 of r:.ny recollectiot. 

o~ ~ourke's frontier system or its revocation. what hia 

mot ive may h~vc ·been , one c cn only surminc . :But it s eems 

pro·oable thr t it wuJ beceus, he J.rnew thPt Cle1'1el g fully 

approved th[ t :policy, and th<:: t one 'spect of it wc.s to ·oe 

incorpcraj. ad in the ne .. : -::y-,tem which he, ~s '~n ofi'icer of 

the r::overnn ent * vlould ht.ve to r:p}.;ly on the fronti er . It i s 

hov;ever , scarcely ev idence of his unp1·in .. i:@l ed seek in~: to 

ct.in favour, s ince he had c-olre<.dy been a:p,:Jo inted Lieut­

ene.nt- Govcl'nor c..nd discussed his proj ectec. p olicy with t ! ... e 

voloni£-1 S.ecr ete..ry . 

/ 
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l~ot even his most oic.ss ed supporter could claim 

Stock~notrom to b· the ideal witness . He is ocGes ionally 

guilty - perhaps not entirely ,,,i thout justification - of 

being irl' itaole and sho:t;t-tempe:;: ed. Hi.:i answers c:..rc often 

rambling and not &.l"VJ'< y.., relevant. In some ipstL..nces he is 

vat;ue and conv eys the i mpression th ·.t he is evading the 

isJue:his evi denc e on Bourke's frontier policy ~nd on the 

Zeko incident &re cases i n point . :£i::1 evidenc L , esp ecially 

in connection with the eommiscioner-Generalship , provides 

many examples 01 his obstinate refusal, or complete inabi lit/ 

to revise &n ppinion or concede a point . Dr E.U • .Brookes' 

clescription of him e.s the Hveteran quibbler" i s by no 

means \'!holly unju .... tified. J,.nd ._ tockenstrom so:wetimeo conveys 

e. mislel:'di ng impression of hms ideas by his ha'bi t of 

making a reply, vThich must obviously I'elate only to the 

beeinning or the end of the long~winded summarizing 

ouestions frequ~ntly. and possibly deliber~t ely, put by 

his inter ..... ogators . 

A study of the evidence provides many illustrations of 

these weakness es . Yet , vlh en e.ll is said a nd do ne , the facts 

su-e on thE. side of Stockens trom' s defenders. :;:he events of 

l b3:3 to 1 8:30 , and the anl.lyaic:J of the evidcno e in the li~ht 

of his fori!!€1' statement l3 and polic i es , l end astonishi ngly 

lit t le support to t:j,e all ec&·.tions U£' inst hirn • ...:·.nd it 

cc.nnot be denied t~u t eomc of ~t,:. c:f. enstrom's ste1nest 

critics have not been in po esess i ·n of, or have not made 

use of , the full or corrco-c fa.cts. i'heal c-.cc epted, t.:.p}1arently 

\t~ith little, i f any, rer: l fu1·t:1er invest i gv.ti on, the 

int erpr etation of a single p~ rtisan newsp~p er , and pres ent~ 

ed it, strip ·Jed me1· cly of i tr::; origi n<.~l deli :Jert..tc maliee • 

.J.--'rof . Geor ge Jory , JJr· E • .~:i..Uro : it. es, U~~:' Long , J .D . :Pi tm<.. n ~ nd 

others h a:ve be en misled in th&t t!1ey h~ve baseCi opinions 

upon s elections fr om Stockcnetrom ' s st o.tebents , removed 

f.tom tneir full c .. ntext . ... nd t he l ater critics of 
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5tockenstrom, notably :Ur Gust<.w PrelJ er, hr.ve s imply 

~da.pted The<n,\•Tith va.ryin;~ def'rees of detail tnd venom. 

In the final estimate, Stockenstrom s~tnds vindicated. 

He r~ay have -oeen <: man of many feul tG • .J3ut unoc-~. u:pulous 

compromise , unprincipl ed &nd &."lbi tious panderini: to t he 

infl uenti&l , lack of integrity , cannot be counted among 

them s.t any period of his life . Those who h;;ve s een in 

Stock cnstrom a man of pl' inciJ.)l es c..nd idec..l s , ~ ce.pt.,ble 

end con8c ienti. JUS \vorker, on honest se1·vant of t :e 

community , both 1.Ul"opean and non- I.urop e-: n , hf'.vc proved 

th[.t opinion justifred by their study oi his tcrm.n of 

ofiice oefore t:.nd cfter 1835. 'rhere is n '; need to except , 

in this eva l uction of him, the period from l b::S3 to 1836 . 

'l'his , however 1 ia only one Gidc oi' t>e pictu:;. c . If 

the majori ty of tne allegationa u.3ai nst Stoc:.cnstrom 

cannot be regarded Do valid, the question arisec: why 

then &11 the violent op:;o0i tion to him·? It ccr .. c;~inly did 

not bet, in and end \·Ii tl1 ~ ne.m:pc.}:.er controversy • ..~:ost er ed 

throuc:hout t::.1c Lieute:lt-nt-(~ovcrnorship . by thr:.~u.hc:.m ' s 

'.covm Jourm.~l ,the op ·osition n:.': su .... ficicn.J, not only to 

intel' fel'e vlith Ctockenstrom"' personc.l c..ttention to his 
(1) 

duties , bu~ m~tcri~lly to ir~~ir hio relatione wi~h his 

oubo:rdinrtcs on tl:c frontier.l!o-opcration in oome r:uc-.rtc:ts 

·occmnc impos3ible. \;h~tever tll0 mc.,:it:J or demeri.:..:. of the 

;~yet em v-;hich Gtocl: cnstrom endec:..vou:r e..i to e.p. ly, it 1:1 s 

never gi -;ren v fr.i:r.· chc..nc e to prove it r;clf . .. hy wa. thi~? 

(l)v .I •• Stretch,.:..csident ..,.c;ent a.r:;onc the Gaikas from 183o 
to H.:-46 , conu ented: 

J..:rom the noment Sil· i;..t>tockcnstrou arrived in 
Grah<.msto~tm 1830 until he retired. froo the g overn­
ment of tnc ~.c.otern I'rovirwc in 1838 , his mind 
,~ .... s considc.!.ably diverted from the great object of 
his e.p1;o in .. mcn t ouin tc cl<:ri.lour, l~.1:1sui ts c;nd 
en uiriec,,;hich com:equently in pro::ortion 
depri veu. me of hie able assictF n-::e in thr dil ection 
of the arduouc and ~esponsiblc d1ty which this 
unfortunate event imposed on me • .:.·he tree.ties \'fel·e 
in conseouence inperfectly 1:1orkecl durin his 
rdministration,end I may scy without fe~r of contra-
d.iction they w:ere not understood or worked by the 

• 
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~empting though it is to ~o b~ck-stage on this drama, 

of conflict, it is far beyond the scope of a thesms such 
( 3) 

as this . ,...,hc"ocean of rascality': bristles with the rocks 

of dangerous conjecture, upon which one may all too 

E)asily founder . 

officer lfho succeeded him. 
~Kemorrmdum on the Stockenstron Treaty Sy3tem b;t: iJ .L .s 
Stretch hesident Arrent a.mon the Gs .. ika.s:1833-1846. 

4 

rrinted by the Ga.xton lJrinting ':rorks,Pretorir, with the 
pel'mission of j .G .Gubbins.) 

(2)In thi::> connection, a letter f.~:om J.h • ..Jowlcer,R.ddressed 
to "C __ n a.nd written from a ct:mp on the Lower Koonap;on 
10 Auz;ust,dt1ring the c e::uptd.;n of lc.AG, i:::J most interestinCJ: 

You \"!ill perha.l:}s wonder tlw.t I should h ;;..vc thrown ·­
up my c ap for Stockenstrom • • •••••• I 1'lt·s certc.in 
Stockenstrom h~·d t. head, c...nd I was nuite u.s certa in 
none of the oth:ers h~d.Hi s Lieuter:cnt-Governorship 
had been rn unfortum,te episode in hi '3 life, a nd fe\"1 
l{ne~.J more about t,l&t th('.n I di<'l .• ·..:11at Lieut.- -.',o'Ver nor­
ship tows offered him by the saints , on his pledging 
himself to cLrr·y out thei1· mec aurcs, i~ o.ould •• •• 
'lhe firs t se.lutations he received amongst us 
embittered t~'.e feelines on both sides, e.nd o·~Jencd hi s 
eyes to the dif:Cicul t;v and hopel essnes;··; of' the under­
taking. I believe \>/hat he told. .Boyce end me t::. .Gathurst. 
was the truth. t' It \Jas, a grea;~ thine, he conr;idcred 

• to be offered ~ Coveruorship under the British Crown, 
and he determined to take it under the stipulQtions 
and give thei:J. u fcir tric..lV and h e says to thi0 day 
he never mec....nt to do any morc.:3ut we ups et him, 
bothered him froJ;l the firs t , r nd made hil!l. !l-ght do1tm 
s.avc.ge and careles :.1.~·or myself, I knovr I thwarted him 
fo- evn· , a nd thc..t Governor }{<:.pier c une riding 'VIi th 
Stockenstrom to .:C art Pe..::die, determined to turn me 
out, but I .P)) encd his eyeG t:..t thc::;t time, and r.howed 
ilim he had n o pler fo r so doing; a.nd then Stocken­
ctroo, in cli s::.:ppointmcmt , a ·~.:r·uck t:he table, a nd said, 
"Then 1lr Bovlker you must resi·,. r~ , for i t is h1pos ... ·ible 
for ue to put rw ~lans in execution unless ~Y 
oubordint.tes o.c t vlith me. '1 

•• •• • ••• ••• • •• Stockenstrom 
could hc.ve turned me out with mor e shO\."l of Just ic e 
<:;,.nd ~ -rea.ter :plausibility t. ~n ever Jol.Hare could 
show fo1.· my dismiso2l , ['.nd I soon h£..d t:1e opportunity 
of comparing the f orbearance of the one with the 
'brutal r cvcn,...·eful uni'orgivingnc ::~ of t!le otl,er. 
Stockenstrom, unfettered by the saint-o , and freed 
from miosionc.:·:-y Je(:ui tis:·:., I firmly beli ~ve \lould 
make a good Lieut .-novernor or Crovcrnor • • •••.••••. 

irom Speeches, Letter;:; u.nd Solcc ti.on3 from I m:Jfol·tflnt 
a ers of the l ate J'ohn Idtfo1~d .Jowkc:.' .Gra:ham s .;."'''"Wri .. l864 

( 3 An expression used 'by Stockenstrom.~. II,D8 . 
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Some land.m[ r:Ks f:lon::. the 1·out e hav<.. rlrel cy er:1er .. ed 

fairly clearly. ~·he oppovition; which Stoclanstrom 

apparently expected his evidence to arouse, c~.me, as 

he hed anticipated, fl'Om sources in ~·nclbnd . ~'hat the 

rec.son for it vw.s his criticicm of th•. colonio.l .:;overn-

mcnt and its administration of :frontie.L aL.e. i rs during 

his C!ommis-ioner-Genc:ral..;hip seens clear: lont-; 'befo:ee 

the Abori~ines Jor.aruit~ee e-.r,:er me·~, 1-'rinr ·le h<::d gloated 

over the anticipated discom1iture of Sir :Lowry Jole, 

Colonel \'.e"de end ...:olonel iiell c.s ~- result of \·That 

Stockcnotrom \vOUld hc.ve to sc..y. otocl~ enst.coru.' s 

relations with Jole persom:·l::y ha d alwc.y::; been cordi;;·l: 

he e ..... phazized tllet point in c ivincr evidencc. "mt he mede 

no attewpt to deny the imposs ibility of co-oper::;;tion 

between himself and Colonel Somer~e ~c &fter lf-31 • .N.nd 

he assertec thi·uughout that the failure of the 

Commissioner- C' enerclship \ia.s the result of miainter-

pretation of it, whether dcliber te or othervJise, on the 

pe.rt of the coloni~l [~Uthori tie .. . 

Colonel \Jt..de wc.s in London in 183:.;, , e.nd attended all 
(4) 

the meetings of the Aborigines Comttlittce in August. 

He u : s not b. member of the ..;omisli t t c e , £-ncl 1.-1as not 

cal led upon to 1 ivc evidence i n 1£3 .. • •. hcther he sus­

p <·ct c<l thc-.t much would be s~.id c..:::£-inst the mili t f..l:'Y 

system on the f l'Ontier, r.'.nd propo s ed t lceep Somerset 

im .. o1·med so th<. t he could li!ect any charGes, or initiclly 

1.1~s merely inter E:st ed in \ttha.t \vould be ·br ought forlvard, 

i s not ..:: e1·tain . HO\-;ever, irm'ledit t ely f.fte::.. the .t.ugust 

oee :.:>ion , \.adc r e uea ted the. .;01mnittee's p erlili uo ion to 

send copies of the evidence t o the 6o.p:e. He evidently 
(5.: 

:::;ent hi& inform~tion di:cect t o -::olonel Somen:; et. 
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JonlJideJ:.'&lJle criticism of So1.1erset 's policie ... vmo 

i mplied in the evidencl! ~efora the ,;o~umit tee. In 

:Jar ticul~r , he c c.me und .r fire in t£1e mc..tt er of the 

1C31 com.lJcndo ~ .Jhich \ Tau clos ely connect e:d with the 

:i.eko incident in :.1.;oclccnst...om's evidence. It ;n. .. ~.~ , 

therefore, prcstmo..bl;Jr fo:J..' thiG r(~eson thrvt .:e!.dc 

forwarded co_picfJ i i.' the evidence to him. Some.1.·s •'t 

1.mo prt'Yon-. .. c<.: from dealing imnedi c:.tely ,lit!:l pos .. ible 

chc..rces ar;u i nc t himself by i..n e .. t :.e .. ck of or:ysipelas 
(6) 

\'Thicll confined hi:n to bed for cL>. \·reeks . Ic ne·ns 

pro1n .. l>le th<..:c he did no t mention the inf ormat ion 

·\.ade had sent him- not, t>.t t..ny ru.te ; to G&..h(pbell, 

the l!ivil Gonr:i~wioner of LliJ£,.ny - until he wrs up 

commenced his im:uiry into the allel ed mm·de1.· of 
( 7) 

~eko on G Jenutry 1G33 . 

V1hen the .h.lJor :_, ines ,;mu, .it ._ (" ' met ag,· i n in lt0.) , 

t:i.Le 0ole e..dminin i...i'£ .. tion llc.d c.:n obvious advoc-. -~.e for 

the dei'ence; in the pe:coon f \.- .~z ... lc.dstor.e . 1 nd by 

the eno. of ~l!tl· ch, \.ac1e vJC.J l c .. yinc t ·h.e f irr:;t o1 t.uc 

e:,fi ide.. v i ts in connec bion vij'h t:t1e I~..coomus case '..Jcfore 

the .,;orllii t tee. l.JvJ to this p ,int , the courz e of evc·ntc 

ceema f~irly pl' in •.• he oppoui tion to St:.ocl' enL~:com 

~l:IJI'J.C ini t ic.lly froLl c ert~dn off icial quart ere •. .Jut 

from now on, f!..~cinating crosc- cuxl·cnts raake tlleil.· 

c..ppearanc e . 

~ wc-. s also in :posoeasion of copies of the evidr,nce, 

:trom some other source; , ~ ntl hc.d :pu.blisl1ed p0J.:ts of 
( 8) (0) 

it ; ·~:hich the G·l.c..hem's .;:'own Journal re:prim:;ed. . 

(6)Ibid. 
('1).1.hic is the dc:.. ... c of t :1c firs':. deposition . 
(C)aA.CA 25 .11. 3 5 . :.;c. itori~l on the evidence of J...itchiso ,). 

Ihillips t.nd ,_,toe-Kens t-rom • .lhe f i r ::> 1.. :P'- rt of' ..:>tock­
cnstrom's e7i<lc:ncc WUL published on 2 .12.35. 

(9)GTJ 1'7 . 1 2 . 3 ;_. . -
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~hat was the connection between \'•~ de c::..nd G-1t do tone 

nd the s.nt i - Stockenstror:.1 cc.,1·.p, i,_ n l.'lhi~h dPvelo cd n 
{ 10) 

the 0olony<? · .. hy \ITO.O ~eor e Jt:':cvis :10 interested in 

the whole p:L·oc eedince of t!.;.c in· uiry into the L.eko 

in-.::idenv c.nd in tb.e t-11 ee;ation 01' murdc- ·- -.r innt 
(11) 

•)tockc.mstrom hims.elf'? ls t.ny \>Teit ht to l>e at t.ched 

to the insinut tiond of the ~q_~c:r:_cicl .dlvertiocr thc.t 

the opposition to Sto.:!kenstrom '"' orctnize0 by a fack 
12) 

of e.-: n-runnero <:.nd 11r~r pr·':>fitcc1o on the' frontier:-

(lO)lt ~m.;:; insinmtec.:. the.t \.Ct:ie h].r;mell., spi.J..C(, to the 
Li cL tem. nt- overnoJ.. chi-p t.r·d wt- E' behinC: t, e r.'!.ovel!.ei·:t. 

ce fo ... in.Jt~ncc ::, f: : dito1· i; 1 in .u .;A 20.8.33, and 
t. lee c-, in )JV:~~ 1 . ;..;.3"'/, f'...om "1",c.ctcd 18.1.37 
(re_pl· inted in- ~J ::Z;.;.;~:.3,.) • .~.'hi , l et er m:.y he.ve bef'n 
l:ll'itten by utocl':en.: trom hii!l"JeL. :th<' otyle nu· <"C5tG it .. 

{ll) ;hc report of the Sto~~enstroe v~ ;a·wbell ct se 
pravideo r.ae;ny inte1·e:-:::tin:" ~idc-li t!'ht.J on thi, period. 
uef . ...:.evo.~.t of th~ •. rhl,0t0.:fk~nstro!.L v. J;:, . })be11, fo~:£_ 
~~' in the ,jupret:tc )ou1t!. ~<· c O:i.2 ~ci-=.,;o..Qe,~~u:~·ucr 
_g§,11,~:::L, with ~otes L:om the Southhf:cict n Jommercit 1 
... dvcrtiae.t.' .... o ..<hich is <. cL: cd _ enort of t ., {;:i. 1, 
LQ_odi e v. ... ~ i.:b. j_rn , :_c.;; ld, 1837 ... iecond odi t ion ~'~'!. t;'l 
solile .t.dditiom. l _.)o>Jumenta n :jotes. Jc·pe .o.m.lf0C.. 

(12IS ... \J.o. 30.'?.~(L.I.!a.irbtirn releJ..·'3 to the ai'f iC~vit~ 
"no indust::ciously t'"'kc:n .JY the ...;ivil .;olii:n.is·;ioner 
c nd tho J ~...6.~.' I~1;.:> 0... .~.HE J> .i~..;- t t.d de.: lers in un­
I?__.;<iel' c;.d othf:'r co;!l.;l •. ::>tiules i:t (.rc...h m'o . i. Ovrn. 11 

• 

S.L IJ.t. 3 . E. 3j •. H irbt j.rn COL!:len t s on ..;o:~. 's e r i dene e 
:.. '3'out trt:~dc in < r.uFJ .ii .. h t!'lC K fl i..!.'{.. on the pc.r ~ of 
11 ~HJV"ral Door~" c...nd · t:u:~ Gr: h< r:J.' •. : • o vn merch< nt., 
... rc de.~.·s L n<l Smug. lcr::; c:c.d en.-·uiro··: ·'·us tL e Covc.rnor 
L\ia.t.e of these rL ct<', .i!:ion he ua.do certLin pc.~.·conc 
J L.3 , Ic .. .s o~ TH~ .FC. ..; ..... t n 

G. toe~ enstrom' .3 comment:.) on t.:.c " evil-'-· :i .::po .::. c<.l. men '1 

(who, uo h~ conuttntl,)- t..~:uero!;.ed, \'l'e ... ~ pJiLIC..!:ily 
r - :..~on .i.Jlc for tl1e f1·ont ~ r r unrc. t durin" the er..rly 
sta cs 0.1. tht .. · cl.,) r lso 0ontt in ~ llusions to W"-I' 
prOJ.'i tcers • Set, i"O.!. in tr n .... 0., ~to~kcns t::s.:om to 
:D 1 L1• .. .r n.l.) . ~.3.' .G/h 8, , e-nd the dC'J:prttchco rofe -red 
to therein. 

{l ~ )).;o :;~ .9:..· iv:..tf· lE:tte· · ot J: r:J ~ri..tb<::irn written 
0u i r i.-hi., veri cJ. (oe Lorl--:}n<l£.1\. ~Q_Lnolii£.Ll 
u::.nu~ -.ri n t o .126, 1 ',, ;_ , 1 .; .... , 1 ..... -1:::.f) ~: uound in 
fnt.er(;ctiil, a.J_l U ·; ionfl. Cn t • ~:. ',:;•6 ·-hC' :IrO ~ C '0 J...r·s 
(. • ..;h_cisti.c: (p.1.-L .. 

tocl-f,n-,+.to • entCJ.' d into full explr·nt tjon.> ;vit.h .. x ll' 
<..uOU1. certrin (>OL.'l 1 on .,h1,.:1 hf'· Wt' .::>t:..or-.1 
p:eeju-- i .;cd a o. inot .... icd l ~ '.: iC)) ~ nd. Fe. :1- • J O:l'le thin~ u 

~ve ... e ;.;,tL.ft c·t-orily explt ine1.' ••• othf'. a dcc~ i'. ~ r.d 
·,ih'-'' rclatdned v1 e1.· e p~5nti::l on \'lhlch honest 1..cn nu..y 
dillCl. 
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V..a.3 the1e, in ftct, s omething more th,n •n t..ltruiJti..; 

concern fo1· the honour of t: e ...,ol ony, or even t'ol.' th€ 

cor~eno~tion o! the ~olony, ~chinu the or ~nized buil dinc 

U L of puolic o inion tct inot 3tocJ.enct-ro!~1 on the ucrt of 

such men :;; s Ju-vir:, hompson, the J.-.orton b-L·othero ~nd 

othert; '? vr wr.. ...... J..JOY ..;e corrcc t in oecinc in ~to-.::1-..cn~t:r.·o; '::J 

nf.;socit-tion \vi tlt tlle urpopu 'r .... t irbc ir;- circle t t o 

p.r·im2J.'Y reuoon for tl1e op o::;i~ion to him r nJ the 
( 1 . ') 

:tc;;.ilure of: hie Lieuter:£-nt ... Go\-e. nor ... hi·-)'~ 

'l'he;ne t.nd ot1.:te.~. int J i uing queotion,; s:prinr: to rr~ind , 

invi tint. re-inveotie;< tion, I· i;·J clec.r th~ t to expl~ir! the 

oprosi tion to ~-:toe¥ enst1·o , nol ely '-"B th notm:ol anC 

opont£neous rcrction of r ecnEi ivc End corcly t~icd 

frontier cor.'lli.Ul'l.i ty to the m' n \.ho c<: ,e to :tepr sent he 

rever:-.n 1 of the l) • Lr~· n pol ic~r, t:i1c d .. shing of thcL-

hopes · nd the ur..j li.St criti.Jism OJ. the nL,t. , 

it:> to ove1·-.:>~lify t.l:!.G-17ituetio.n. , u ';lic opinion i · 

scldor:1, if evcj:, ::3por.toneoun. It ·,r.unt b ~ fo.:~,cred tnd 

tine before ri1J one in t' c ..;olony ~·n ~ t.Wf!l' e th~ t a 
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