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Right of Kings. The clergy are t
supporters. The Puritans rpresent
'Millenary Petitiont' to him. He
the Hampton Court Conference. Al
the !'Petition' 1s very moderate,
demands are too extreme at the Cc
and James enforces strict confor
The other disturbing question bet
James! first Parliament mst, was
proclamation regarding who could
could not stand for election to I
ment. Sir Francis Goodwin is tes
'The Form of Apology and Satisfact
presented by the Commons -~ 1t ass
the House's constitutional rights
its support of the Puritans. Jan
futes these claims.

Religlous questions continue to t
in his Parliaments, James'! Romar
lic policies rouse the oppositior
pecple and his Parliament.
During his reign the ecclesiastic
courts also attempt to maintalin t
judicial independence of the sect
courts. They fail.

The question of finance 1s the ot
main sovrce of controversy betwee
and his Parliaments. His financi
tion is precarious. The system ¢
positions'! is introduced - it sti
opposition, The Commons presents
femous tProtestationt in 1621, 1
is now set for the great acclesic
and constitutional clashi between
and his Rarliament,

CHAPTER TV: CHARLES T AND THE PURITAN T

The attack on Calvlinism and Puritanis
doubled. The Arminian party is grovi
in the Church., Parliament attacKs tr
thelir Catholic! tendencies. The party
its only ally in the Crown ~ the spli
tween these two ggesge, and the Purit
the Comnons, widens. The case of Dr.
gu. The Doctrine of the !Divine Rigt
Kingst 1s a source of great disagreei
tween Charles and his Parliament., Tr
preach this doctrine from their pulpi
foes of episcopacy tend to become the
of monarchy, and vice versa.

The death of Buckingham and the Crowr
ment of the 'Petition of Right! in 1€
way lessens the tension between Charl
the Commons. The questions of religil
'tonnage and poundage! were still not
The Farliamentarv leaders ally themse
with the fruritan reformers - for tact
purposes, The Puritans now definitel
a representation within the Commons.

ment's support of them 1s seen in 162
marks the dissolution of Farliament t
ana the beginning of his eleven years
sonal rule. Tnhe two main figures are
ord and Iaud, and their policy of 'Th
Laud and hig ecclesiastical policy. .
The arminian party is groving. Laud

Arminian, and on becomihg Archbishop
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terbury, adopts an anti-Puritan pclicy.
cares greatly for ceremonies and therefor
works for the uniformity of ceremony and
ship throughout England. ILaud makes full
of the disciplinary machinery at his disp
al - the system of 'Metropolitical Visita
tion', and the Court of High Commnission.
strictly contrels the nress and the pulpi
'Conventicles' are su, ,ressed. All clerg
are reguired to take the 'Et Cetera' oath
The conflict between Laud and th: Puritan
leaders is intensified. Pamphlets and pu
lications increase. The most famous pam-
phleteer is William Frynhe - his prosecut
ion wins sympathy and support for the Fur
tan cause,

Charles and his ccnstitutional conflicts,
The financial question 1s the most im-
portant, Charles introduces !'forced
loans! and t'ship-money'. Opposition i1s i
tensified, and leads to the case of James
Hampden.

In 1640 Charles summons the 'Short! Par-
liament. He needs supplies and an army t
meet the Scottish threat. Pym and the Co
mons demand the redress of grievances, be
fore supply 1is granted. Charles dlssolve
Pariiament.

Charles is forced to summon the 'Long' Ia
liament. Religious grievances have now
come to the fore. But the attitude of th
Commons 1s 'unclerical!'. The Commeons is
no longer vrenared to compromise. The
arbitrary gove mment of the Crown 1s firs
attacked. Strafford and Laud are convict
Eight acts are passed preventing the re-~
establishing of arbitrary government,
"ith the constitutional reform accomplish
the Commons ti ns to the religious grieva
They are unanimous that the present Settl
must be destroyed, but are divided on wha
to replace it. There 1s a split within t
Commons - into the extremist troot-and-br
Furitans, and the moderate tEpiscopaleant
itans. The former gain the ascendancy.
can bc seen in the voting on the 'Grand R
monstrance!, War 1s now inevitable.

The Parliamentary forces triumpand the
Church of England becomes Presbyterian -
the Puritans have triumphed.

CEAPTER V: TIN CONCLUSION.: ssuccsocasecss .o

Religion played an important part in 17th
century sngland. The Church vas a politi
as well as a religious organizaticn,
Three interpretations have been presented
as to thz causes of the Civil VWar, e ha
asserted the religious interpretation -
without rejecting the other two.

What, then, is our conclusicn? Roligious
and Political discontent joined hands.
Bilizabeth created a religious opposition,
but controlled it effectively. James and
Charles created a political opposition.
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Puritan, in her biography of her husband (a prominent
lamentarian who was lmprisoned after the Restoration
part in the 'trialt! of Charles I) represents this po:
view Philip Taylor, who has gathered together 1in be
a number of essays on the origin of the Civlil War, he
titled the extract taken ffom Mrs. Hutchinsons! biogl
"puritanism and Liberty versus Prelacy and Despotism’
wrltes: 1
She sees priestcraft and tyranny inextric-
ably mingled on the one side, true spirit-
ual religion and the defence of legal
rights on the other. To her, Puritans wer
people who wanted a truly religious Reform-
ation; not the mere politlical change pre-
sided over by Henry VITI. To her, Charles
and his advisers seemed sympathetic towards
Rome and watched with envy the growth of
absolutism in Europe.
The origin of the Civil War for her, then, can be ses
this baslc struggle between 'Puritanism and Liberty!
one hand, and 'Prelacy and Despotism' on the other.
S.R. Gardiner, in his 18 volumes on the his
England between 1603-56, was the greatest propounder
theor-y.2 He intervoreted the Clvil War as belng basic
st gle for religlous and constitutional liberty.
Willlam Shaw, who wrote at the beginning of
cen ry, gives a very similar interpretation. The C:
War .ecame a necessity, he argues, once the twofold }
gress of constitutionalism in civil life and of Purif
in the religlious 1ife, could no longer be contained ¢
trolled by the old civil and religiocus forms and inst
tions. He writes:®
In the domain of the civil as well as of
Page 3/ ...
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1) The Origins of the English Civil War - Edited by
KM, Tgylor, p. viIT,

2) C. Hill - Puritanism & Revolution - p.4.

3) W.A. Shaw - A Historv of the English Church 1640-
p. ll-
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T.B. Macanlay is the most famous of these. He
that James T and Charles I were far more extrem
spoken in their claims than Elizabeth had i en,
there had been no national crisis or peril fo c¢
position. The natural enemy of royal claims, h
Puritanism both within and without Parliament. And so in
1640, when Charles was forced by financlal difficulties to
summon Parliament once more, its leaders at once devoted
their energies to limit his power'.1

"Tncreasingly distrustful of the king's in-

tentlions, Parliament refused t_n control of

the armed forces needed to suppress rebell-

ion in Ireland. Charles'retaliation in

attempting to arrest five members of the

Commons, made inevitable a war to limlt the

royal prerogative",

Another school of historians, which in opposition
to the "Whigs', has come to be known as 'Tory', holds that
the royal policy was not tyrannical, but rather that Charles
I, as he told that Court which sentenced him to death, snoke2

not for my own right alone, as I aw your

King, but for the true liberty of all my

sub jecte.

Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, the greatest contemporary
historian who 1lived through the events about which he was
writing, developed this in his several volumes of 'The His-
tory of the Great Rebellion'., This theory has come to be
known as the 'Consplracy theory'. Clarendon admits that
Charles I was badly advised and made mistakes, but he is
equally sure that the majority of the moderate members of
Parliament were led astray by Pym, Holles, Vane, and -~ the
most formidable in his oplnion - Hampden. These men he
flatly accuses of aiming at rebellion. Charles I and his

Page 5/ ceene
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1) A.M. Taylor, op. cit., p. vii.

2) Quoted in C. Hill, op. cit., p. 12.
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argues, correspond to the complexity of 1ife in 17th Cent
England. The Civil War, for him, whlle being a religlous
a political struggle, was something more - for what men ®
really fighting about was the whole nature, and futurs de¢
opment of English soclety. Allen French, in his book on
Puritan migration to the Americas, interprets the Civil ¥
as a reli_ .ous, political and financial struggle.l Philip
Taylor also represents this standpoint. He polnts out how
necessary it is to break down these factors and influences
into thei component parts for the purpose of analysing the
origins of the Civil War; but he does warn against the ten-
dency to separate them so radically2

"as to lose sight of the 'forest' in con-
centrating too much on individual ‘trees'",

The separate institutions which must be studied he argues
further -~ for example: the Church and law courts, bishops
and the king, Parliament and tle constitution, property and
the rights of men - were all closely lirnked. So much so,
that any attack on, or decire to chauage, one institution
was certaln to involve others.

It is for this reason, therefore, that contempor-
ary historians, in their interpretations, hesitate to apply
what we niay call the 'either/or' system, preferring the
'both/and!'. In other words, they hesitate to speak of the
rebellion as having any one single cause - 1t 1s rather the
result of a number of factors, all of vhich were closely
interrelated. It is interesting to note, in this connection,

i, Trevelyan's comparison of three of the great national
rebellions in history:3

The French Revolution was & war of two
socletles: the American Civil War was

Page 9/ eeun.
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1} A. French - Charles T and the Puritan Upheavel, p. 320.

2) A.M. Taylor, op. cit., p. xiii,
3) G.M. Trevelyan - England under the Stuarts, p. 190.
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