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Pentecos'lialists seek also the support of Irenaeus, ai.'ld 

often quoi.;e lr'om him £-15 folloHS~ 

glo£lsolalit<" is 110t 

so much as r:.3nt;i.onei1.. If 1fe add. to this the cecend point that 

130. ... 290 ) 

of 

objeotion as that of' :"':"'en"l.evs~ as "Z;;;;r aF' noa.:rness to Ap(,~tolic 

C1. heretic in the eyez of ih<=! Ca:'Gh.ol=.o Chl.l.l'ch 0 The passage usuQ,11y 

ci ted. in defence of Pen'tecostalism is one in which the &'1ti-,Je::ish 

h~reiicll r.:~t}:·cion~ vaz challer..gerl to produoe from among;:;-!:; hip fcl1ow-

ers people :lemonstre:til1g certain n):O.racruoll3 siftse Among these is 

lalia itself", Tertu.1li.an says 

Now aJ.:!. these s~g71S C),re forthcoming from 'TIY side wi thout 
any difficulty~O 

60 QUo'Iied by Hoekell,8.9 op"citG P. ::'2. (and several other writers) 

7.. 01'., cit .. p$. 13~ 

8.. Quoted from p.nt~~e ~, III 446-7, by Hoekeme., op"cit 
rp .. 15-16" 
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As 1-re ha.ve already seen1 , Bruner describes :r·€PGnt&.~1Ce L~ 

tel~ms of' 'baptism., His actu.al wcrds are 

baptisr is the action of uhich repe..,t2.!'lCe ::e tt.G mati vatiOi~" 

-!:ising disoussed. if.: 1Je1ievero' baptism 9 since em infant is !lC't, c-< 

is defJeno.mt upon 'the genera.l Pentecostal defini tioD uhich"'" 

has a1T0~dy given 

Baptism, then 1 is u11.derstood f'..S prim:>rily the DSLII.."'V=~: ':j 

dl?0d and therefore as esseni;ilO-l1y a human eVi.;.n:t 3 

That this is not Bruner's 01m poai tion is evident fro::! a fcr:'~:~,,·: -

he makes in hi~ disoussion of Acts 22:16 

------------------------------------------ .. -

1. Supra Pp.51-2 

2. Bruner Op.cit. P. 166 
3. Bru...i1er op .. ci-t. P. 114 (IT'v capitg,ls represent his italicw) 
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the principle of inf2~t, family or group initiation r 
find nOi-There w..nulled.,., ~. o.I presently believe tha'c the 
burden of proof lies i'lith those who would a.bl'oga:te the 
infant ini tia/Gion of the ohurch u..."ld.er raraelt.} 

Perhaps the faot the,;; believers i baptism he,s to be regar-decl 

as "essentially a human event!! forces Br'J.l1er (a.n <1. sacrament;;.lisi; 

believing th:'d; baptism is v. clivine event) to 8.o.0pt the Pa.odo-

ba.ptist poai-bion" At this point, his sacl'amentaJ.ism is seen to 

motivate hi:? or:j.tique of Perd;eoostalism, in th.at his main objeo'i;ion 

to the saparation of Spiri t-b<",ptism from i'rater-bE;ptism is on ~a.C:r2,-

mE'nt&..list g"l">Cund.U", Pen·tecostalis·Gs see Fater-·baptimn as a human 

event (an oro.inaace rather '1;11,,,11. a nacramau·t) 9 lrherae.s Spil'i t-bapti!:3m~ 

'o.s God's ac-:, c~ulJ_ be appropriateJy d,,:;e5criced ,,1,1.3 sn,orame.r_t~~l" li'o~: 

Bruner i l'oth <?re parts of one sa.cr2l'fte:l't and cal" .. no·t be separatcd5 .. 

T!"d.8 specific differenoe in dc~trj 11e raisf!s agrtil'l the Q...n.estion 

of' Seoti0n 2,.2 .. 2,,6 ~ the d5 ~":inctioL. between water-ba.ptism "'.s P,"\ 

initiatory rite, L~1.d tne whole proces:::; of initiation :itself., As 

applied to -believers l bap-Usm, the problem of ba9tismal r"'genera.tion 

is that it exclu.des ~he possiCili'ty. 0; bap'~ism in "Glle HvlJ Spirit as 

a second work of braoe, ~r),le;;s one u..istinguishes between l:;:.:.ptism BY 

the Holy Spirit (into Christ ~ "Ih'st il o"i" water-bap-l;ism) anr .. b"",ptism 

INTO the Holy Spirit (by Christ - "secoJ"d I1 or Spirit-ba.ptism)" 'rne 

only a.lternative is to pos·tulate a difference in debTee, ra.ther than 

in kind, betwesn oaptismal regeneration ru~d Spirit-baptismc This, 

however, involves a prescripJiiive df>fLli tio)1 which many theologia.ns 

---------------------------------.----------------------------------~------4. Bruner, op"cit. P. 218, Hote 76~ 

5. See Supra.,·Section 2c2c2~ passim: Pp" 4lff 

6. Supra, P. 41o~ 
~ 'J(." 

~:.t .. 



61 

l'Tould connt untenable, that is, that there &.l~e degrees of 

baptisE!, or Ed; least9 degrees of reception of the Spirit in 

ba.ptism" One therefore has to say, if 0116 maintains the Pente-

costal distinction be-Gl'Teen 'flater-baptism ami i3piri t-baptism, 

either -that t.here is more than one baptiB::179' or tr....at baptism 

may be raoei ved in v'f.~'1.'ying degrees, or tha:i: u2.ter-b<:Lptism is 

only a.."1 orci.:i.nance or siGll (wi 1;hont regener::::ti ve pOller in it self)" 

iF, .. 16 p:roblel.i ·Fou.ld ned; 'be overcome by removing the '\'lord "baptisr.1fl 

f'r:,)lY! one or ::.tlwr of the terms, e.lld the b&,re qu.estion refJains, 

l'yhetcer the s1lcrw:1Bntal view of baptism (bc.ptismal regeneration) 

or the Pen:tecostal viEnt (merely 8:11 act 01' htl. .. rnc...."l. obedience) is the 

oorrect one.. (Pc.r-e.lIel to this is the use cf the term 1Ief:1blemsf! 

in Pen·I;ecostal Churches, for the breav. and wine of the Lord's 

:~ SG1'~ ous problem arises L"1 conneotion l'li ~h Paedo-baptism? 

oeO'::"'Lwe bap-:i.smal regeneraticn then be00mes an d.ct of the Holy 

Spir:i. t lr~ tt'out ·!;he oon80.i..Ou..3 a.t:'.t liilling response of. the perso ..... 

life is : .. 0 ::'1.ifferent in this regard; but thin does not; rem0ve ·the 

8'er5-01.18 objeotion that in the :;·Yew· Tes-taiae::r!;? baptism is usually 

set in the con·text of the consciou.s lai t!<, of the ccmdida'ce8 " 

8" See9 for example, Hark 16:16 (~lhich appears, adml ttedly, in a 
dispu.1:;od p2uss;:;.ge 9 bu·t one thC!:!; was k.ncmn 'Go ~sebius and is 
regarded as Second.-century Ojr ilinceu'f.. T~,ylort ~1~9--2.~.~2e1 l:.££.£!'i­
inkLt~r~.~I.~a.omillal1 1959, p,,61 ih J'1O .. 3~5; Acts 2:30 
and 8~37, 'L:r> In.st reference (tlAnd ?hilip saiJ'l"if you believe 
wi th <-:.11 your hei?,ri you m&,yll II) is also c. d.isputed one, ~U.\ 
appea.rs in the margin of Ii" S" if.. If ulld.isputgd., o~' C.C(l,.u.'~~, it 
would 'be ooncludvel) ... 



Bru.'ler would appear npt to have taken this seriously into 

accou..n·t.. In the footnote aJ..ready quoted, he cites !lfamily or 

group initiation" in ~;upport of hi>:;: Paedo-baptist position$' 1:;1.1"& 

is able to say no iT.or'c than that infant ini'tiation is Hsue;gested 

in the house lI:fcZ'mulas" in Acts.. He does 110t a.vail himself of the 

pa.rallel iii'ch cir-c1U'acisio11 9 and acknol-:1edt:o;J tha"'6 circumcision h",,'3 

been a"i:)olislwd by the Hork vf Clu'isi;" 

LBaving asi{le tIle inade<luacy of the .3criptural eviJ.encp. ~ one 

he.s still to ask 11hether a. doc./\irine of Pc1,edo-'t>a.pti:3:;) could ever 

be devised 1T.t.ich ';'i01J}cl not deper:d upon 1;1.1.6 flex opere operato IT 

concep'~ 7 and if not; whether '~his Deans thai; Paedo-bcop-'Gism mus'!; 

be :r-3jeet0cL The present writer fails to see hml sor;lething done 

to c:..':"l intnr!-G inc;'l,palJle of' C01").3c,iolls 0,11(1 r:Jl'>aninGful l~OGPOnse eou..!..d 

ever 'be 0ther th<:.:~-). !lex opere operate", sin')('> nc-thing is invol11f"1. 

excep·t the work it~df upo!:. tho (,hildA n.:11ess 01.e ihi:nks in '!:~rms 

of I!vioa.rious faith ll ;;3upplied by -t.!..J.~ r.;ponsors.. But this vlou1r1 be 

ve".<. y diff~oul t to just~.fy sO:-:'ipt1..1T.'&.11yo One would have to ask 

uheJtiher a. pe"r'son can supply lI~aving fai ih" on beha.lf of aJ'lother: 

a.nd 'i,hetl:..,,}): cne ca~. be .r.'egener::>.ted by the vioarious faith of 

someone elG~ (possibly even v,gainst hi~ own uillJ)"The dead n13.Y, 

appar-ently" he baptise0. by prox;y9, but it does not follm"i thai; a 

candidate o~n believe by proxyo The problem beoomes ~ve~ nora 

complicated when consideration is given it") the implied.tiona of 

baptisli-,al regeneration in the adult life of the person ba.ptised", 

If Paeclo-oa.:p-tism is regenerativc 9 is it the eter:tJ.a.l salva.tion-life 

1'Thich is thus impa:..'ied, and does this raean that once regenerated 

by baptism (ex opere) the soul can never fall .from its state of 

------~---.-~------------

9. I Cor. 15:29. 
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Grace? In other wOl"'cls, if it requires nothing on the ca.;.1.didate t s 

'part to gain the new life, does it require C1uyt:hing on his part 

to maiu'liainit? Set against~ for example? t.he Penteco:;::-tal docrt~~il1o 

of flConcli tious fl1 this t:,rpe of thinking sho:'! fairly 01 early the die.-

netrioal opposition between t~e two direcEoTI.s of ·theological ·U.lou.ght 

invol ved. in .J;hi s de1Jate, and hrings out the Grient to lThich BruneT' S 

saoramentc:"lism direots D-!ld determines his critique. 

BrunoI' ~.ntrodnces the "realiBtio" l..mderstanliine of bap-cism as 

baptism ami. says the.-'G 

Eve:) B:;\lyl;is~G scholarcnip is oo:-I!ing to affirm that tho inte:"-
. px'e!;<1't;:l em of ~;he IJeH Testa,,!er;.t. baptis[.lp"l texts requ.ire:::; 1Jho:t 
is called the f!J:Ge,J.~stiot! u:10.erstc..!"1cl.ing of baptism ra.ther tll,-~::'1 
the Tilcrel,y symbolic10 

AOkllOV;l ed~~ing '~hat b:w!;ism is a· sym'~ol ') BT."tl.ner urges thai; it is Dare 

'. 
f ~l'Gt of :=>'.1 the PLACE .. There olla ~dentifi(>'3 tho believGr 
wi tll Ghrist and his work;> <;:!....'1.U this noi; mere1.l sY;:lbolical~?, 
but rcall~..ll 

Bruner SB..)TS '~hat :i i, th", Hew Tedamen+' baptism is the nlpal.1S by l!llic': 

lih;:;-/!; Qod ha::: done for us in Ohri::::t is no'~ IJcre].y offered. b~r give1j.12 e 

If this is l:SV, it mu."'·c be rel7ler:1bc:L'ed~hat -:he act of givlhi:s' is 00:-:1-

plate only i'Then the giftl:J.as been re0ei 't7ed~ An unrooei ved gift cc.nl1ct 

be said to hava been given - onJ.y c~fere(~ An infani.: is not cap;:-.ble 

of recai vi:1g in -this sense, so th:1'C by hi.s vFry definition, Brune:::, has 

undermined his Paeelo-baptist pod tion. 'J'he p0int Bru .. '1.er wants to 

make, horle1fer, ~.s that if Cod is understood to act in lmter-baptism9 

then a. "seoondn baptism (baptizm in t1:::.e Holy Spirit) is not nee(Ied.~ 

and conversely, be.muse Pentecostalism hat:: a. merely symbolic vie11 

--------~--------------------------------------.-~----
100 Bruner, oPecit~, P. 264 

11. Ibid (Capitals represent italios)~ 
12.. Ibid .. 
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• 
of oa,ptisrn (a.s against the more fully sacramen.tal view), it 

has to postulate Spirit-baptism in order to make up what is 

la.cking. i'ia:!;er-baptism in Pentecostalism is a hl.lman act of 

obedience 9 so that if God is to act at al1~ He rfru.:Tt act through 

Spirit-baptism~ BrunerYs own position is exprBssed as follows 

since t!:le occurrence of Pentecost 9 @ C .. G ~ bapti sm becomes 
bapt i srr of the Holy Spiri ii1 3 -

Contranted 1ri th this 9 is ·the dichotomisBo. view helcl by PBntecod-

alieta, fox' :<ih:i.9h Br1.1ller offers the follcwing motivD.tion 

A o2.:)tism evn.cuated of all spiritT'I.l cont~n'h c:,;iGS for 
a fll';reaterl1, Hhighe1"ll? fina,lljl nspiri+'u~ln 1.iaptism" And 
thus, ironically, even ill Pent.ecos"G<::tliGl!' the spirituc.l 
has ·~o 1:e ev:i.denced b,Y -the physic:::]. and vioible = speaking 
in 1;Ollg"UElS, tho Pentecost2-l SaCI'<1m9nt - 0.1':' the loous of the 
Spi:;:it I scorning a...'1d of the be) iever' fJ ascurance of his 

. '4 cOE~ng .... 

oOdi;al.i.sr.: shottld need a, ileecondl! baptisH1 -to rna.1.e up for tho 

meni:1 "=or tl:::l Lordi 13 Supper CnGUally kno1m in rentecos·tal ciro'l.Bs 

a:.o Brea.icine of Brear..).. 'rIflE. .... ilses would. seem to be parallel, ifJ. 

that both Water-Bb.ptism and. tht: Lori~s Supper are tlomi:li"'1.1" 'both, 

on the penteoostal tli1.derstan:3.ing ru:"e merely s:rmbo~.io and. both a::'e 

unde!'s'tood +'0 be ordinances raihe:.,' t118 . .11 s<wJ.·'a,ments" If ~he breEd 

and wine are "emb10ills" rathc.!.' than "el ell1811.ts 11 '1 if; 5 i not neoess'.:.:ry 

'1;0 have some sort of Ilsacond" ellenii which ';-Tonld make Christ "'r"'t=~lly 

preserlt l1 (in a way in nhich9 appa:rently~ in ·~hc Lord's Supper H'3 is 

not)? If the Penteoostal view of th9 Lo~diS Supper is parallel to 

that of t~t~r-Baptism~ is not somethi~g needed, which would be for 

the former ,That Spirit-Baptism is for the latter? I have niethar 

the space, nor, within my terms of referl?"loe the manda·te, ">GO 



digress too ;far into the theology of the Lord's SuppeI'll 'but were 

I to do so, an e::z:amination of the "anamnesis il ooncept 1'70ulo. seem 

to be called for~ I have introduced this question merely as Olle 

of t-:he lines along i'illich I believe Bruner';;:; critique is to be 

rejected at this point" Ii not quite a II:,oo.uotio ad absurdum", i'~ 

seems to point in th2.t direoti011 e But '!;.rhc.t is the object of such 

a "rectuctio" - the alleged inadequacy of "':he PentecostaJ. vielT of 

"Does it fit -the facts?1I Is Bl'1.U1er a00vJ."&:te when he aoouses PeJ:lte-

oostc1,li~1m of gloriij:i ng hunan o1edience ano. says 

For brace is cnee ab'a.in emptied of ~ ts co:n:tent by the 
ups·taging of (Lovaut hum2~\'J. obediej1ce.1.5 

baptism Ln, Pei'J.-~(;coGt8.1ism have the :i.l'llplications ,v-hieh Brune1' claims? 

sacramen"r, by which God acts; for Pen·t~cost2.1ists? Spi:::i 4:~baptism is 

~he "locus" of God's aoti vi ty" Brlm.er IS oun position seems to 116 

ir..,cons:tdeni;, in that on the '::ne h1'':1d he says 'tnat the worle of Christ 

i~: given (not merely oft'ered) in ba.ptism: Gmel on ':he othE:l' allows 

i;hl'li; Paedo-"Uaptism C8..."f'J. be a "lirue and affeotive form 02 Christian 

ini ti8;~ion" He fails to distinguish behi6..::n baptism 8...11d the ::>.ew 

birth, and, by implication, i::>C"tHeen "bapti::;m-regeneration it a.nd 

"en"tire sanctificationll since there is no plaoe fo!' the lfl.tter i.n 

his scheme. "Confirmation fl can hardly be considered in the plarye of 

!lentil'S sanctificationl! because it is part of the initiatory 

process, and in the case of people initiated as adults 9 occurs at 

the same time as vm,ter-baptism,. Apart :from the ·theologioa.l pl'oblems9 
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there is the not inconsiderable pastorel problem that many people 

baptised as infants do not? in la.ter life? show eviclenoe that the 

Holy Spirit has ever oorne upon the!"!? and even people baptised as 

aclul ts or- oonfirmed in a Chu.:rch oeremony do not always bear the 

fruits of the Spirit (much less ShOll Dizns of "entire sanctifica.tiott7" 

From the theological viE:mpoint, of course, thi::; demonstr(.i.tes the 

ineffic<1oy of the saorament in those part.iculal' CQ.i'.;6S, rather tb.n.u 

the i'aloit,y I)f 'the argument; but these insta.nces a"ij leatit shovi June 

o.O"J.lgerous rrd.,1conceptions to "ihicn the sacramental position OEm lead~ 

a..:::;,d "the real need that exists for the Ile:<: opere oporc;,to ll principle 

to be sta.ted with careful qua,lific:J:tio:-ls:; if at all .. 

of Peni;€'luostalism is the difference b'J1;wcen 1'fat.er-baptism/confil'ma-tion 

on the orH: huna. ru:J. belioyers' bapti,st:(i!':';piri-t-bapt::i.sfII on the other" 

lost if the oomplementary, ouh,ard i'ite of hUInatl ac(;epta...Tlce dOAf; ~ ... ot 

take pI ace or is :1 nsin~ere.. Thore it:' l10thing vTror.g wi'lib. th1. S B-G such:> 

since 110 mO!"9 is implierl than that God t f:, Graoe is prever.it:lnt tn'" can 

a1 so be spu...'ned .. 'fh t . . t'· . t th" - t· ("" r1 - t I PI J. S 'urous 1'!:\' .n:J. J. S __ 6 l.rap.L.l. ca :'_ O~ ",n,_ 1. - -

b'e no more than that) that once -l;he Holy Spirit ha.s come i'1. 'Hator-

baptism - 1'Ti t1: no condi tion8 excep"t faiti.l1 '!"hioh a sponsor r::3.Y 

vicariously provide - there :is no furthel~ work, no further distinct 

experience by i'rhich spiritual developmer,:~ i.s markod." This seems to 

talee inadequate aocount of sa..'1dificat.ion and no acootLnt of entire 

sanotification at all. The ather pos~,tion takes the sacraocnta1 

interpretati'Jn avT::..y from water-baptism al.d places it on Spiri t-

baptism, sayine that the really important -!;hing is not water-baptism 

-------------------
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(althouga this is important as an act of obedience), but ooine 

baptised in the Holy Spirit.. There is nothing wrong with this 

as such either, as long as it does not say, or imply, that -the 

Holy Spirit does :HCT come in i'rater-baptism.. Hhat is wrong wi-l;h it 

is the corollary 'l'1hich tends ·to relate Spiri t-bg,ptism -to glossolalia 

in a vray which ma.1ces -the spiritual depe::1.dent upon the ph,Tsic8.l 

and the physical phenomenon of speakir:; iLl tongu.es is no mo:r.'e 

(and no less) suitable as a vehicle for the Holy Spirit than is 

watel,-··o8.ptism, uulefs<3 one goes 1;0 the extreme p0si tion of 88.ying 

that in the one, God acts and in the ("ther, man; or Ul11ess one 158.;,/13 

that in one the Holy Spirit is received, and in the other tlon1yU 

Christ is ~eoeived I'Thich subordino-:!ij oni 13m vie }l.:::.ve alread,y :;>e jeo-'"0cl16,, 

16. See Supra, P. 8. 
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'Ehe principle "1ocus li of lega~ism ill Pe!:tecostalism is 

cOw'1ted to be 'the doctrine of As we have 

Bruner -'Gries to meke the point that in the Hew !l~cstrunent no 

restrictions w-hsd;cver were applS 3d. to the recepLion cf the Holy 

Spirit r;,t Panteco;;,+.., The fact that t110 

tongues a.s of fire sat on "each one of ·t;hem!i2 

Crul.."10i; be taken .U3 preoedent foY- bapti2lID in the Ibly Spiri.t j.n all 

cases? since the si iuation of the Apo8tles on t!:H~ da~- of Pentecost 

Ol"i~ or seve:r81 persons being pp_ssed over '\-,ith t.!le full 
g?_ 1';; of the Zpiri"L (hIe to ins1.1.:ffioi en-~ clecting of concL= 
l-bicus) 

mus+. tIll:; existenoe of these oomti tiona be o18,ss~d as legalism'! 

'Jlhere is a d.ifference betwe!:.:J1 a. oondi'i;ioll:8_nd .. ~ la;vT~ For c,.i:a,mple, 

i-t may- be a c')nd:l.tion of mem-i.-ership in a sporting o! u'b th",t members 

attend at lez.st so I!lallY :,);.,"aotices every i'i~ek; but there need no+' 

necessari:!.y be '3. la.t'l cOllipeJ ling a man to +'ulfil theE'~ cond,itions or 

-1.:0 be a. .i.1ember of -I;he '~lub", It is i:he difference be-tWeen .M absolute 

"You will ....... e n and a contingent II~L.' you ";"ant -[;0 0 e ~ oyOtl. must", .. """ II 

The problem 'here is that "GO Vie1:T the }'entpo08te,1 doot:dne of 

COladi tijns ill this light is to re(J.uoe Spi?it ... baptism in Penteoost-

aJ.ism to tlie status of an "optional extra lf in "'Ghe Christian life. 

1. See Supra. P. 52~ 

2. Bruner, o1'.oit P. 163, and Acts 2g3 .. 

3. B~~er, ibide 
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This vTould be true in the sense that bap'tism iLl the Holy Spirit 

is not generally recarded9 even in Pnetecost2~ ciro1es, as 

necessary to salvation.. There distinctive empha:::is is not based 

upon 1ega.lis,:1 in. that sense" 

question: I~' ba,ptism in the lioly Spirit is based. not u!,)on law hut 

upon conditions, m'2.Y i 1; not nevertheless be tru~ that sal vB,Ginn 

itself hO.A a leea.liBtic b;:-',sis? But this is elbarly a false notiOl'!9 

si¥1"ce Pel~tecostalists, in cormr.on 'l>lith all Chrisi;:i.ans, hold that 

A 

"e-'Gornal life in Christ J8SUS our LorciH is ·the "free gift of God.!f.:r 

or more specifical:!.y, on the basis of 2ph" 2:8, that it is "no'i; of 

l'1'here :1.1; ib actually stai::d :i.n con~ine;;:lllt terms 

DP you OpEHlly admit 'b;J' yo'tu' ;)'Ii'll mouth tha.t Jes-..ls Chri:,rt; is. 
the Lord ana. IF you. believe in Y"''U.!' heart that God raised. h,j.rt: 
" t' . d "1- .. at;· I rom ne uea , yo',). vlJ. .L I)'" sa'vs' ~ 

l1hereas it is actually oaused. h,y the C~race ,)f {jod, aoccp-ted by 

fa.i -!ill.. The Grace of God may be a.::cepted or reject<:d, so tl"ha;!; e"7en 

salvation itself is al101a.ys optional" 

:91.1.t one ~as to take the problem a s~age fcrther back anu. ask 

what condi-l;ions apply to the acg.ui::;1 tion of saving fai tll chlld -the 

ability to 'witness. Bruner defines Chcistian faith in this 

4. Rom. 6:23 
5. J eB.Phillips: ':J.'h8 Neif r.£1estament in !\!odern Bngli~ (196C) .. 
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Wherever faith is defined as something em?.nating principally 
from the recipient? there faith is secretly a. 1'iOrk and hence 
not Christian faith; bu.t wherever faith is definecl as that 
"tfhich 0BGk'1.a.tes fro::1 God l s gospel TO the recipient? -tl)en this 
faith is GOD'S iTork and gif'c and therefore Ch.ri~:rl;i2~nb 

This places the accent upon divino as aga.inst hu..'TIa..'1. action, an.a. 

while it lea~:cs i tsolf open to an o:J::-breme predestir .. arian interpre1 .... 

ation.,. it at least guar(ls against legalism at this point:} in that 

a man ca..1'llloi; be condemned for lack of "1.110,1; G-ocl chooses to iii thhold o 

To point to unfulfillccl conditions 'l'lould thus not :lecessa,rily be 

condomna:1;o:ry ~ and the doctrine of ConditiOIlS not nece::::s::'1ril;)" 

He l:~ve now to consicler whether 9 if the ckotr:ine of CO!:1ditians 

bo an t'loBEmt cf J .:::galism ~.n certain conditions for ]3s'itism in the 

:fault dnd 1;1,> mention that lack ~Touli'l. be -GO dec:;'nr€- 11im self-disq'.JE,l= 

+.ion above? be1;11een at::oltl.te laws a,no. cOY1.tingen't condiH"ns)" 

(' 

qor...n" Pearlutr ... nn 7 Ba:D..r, Riggs and Geev and pr'oc0eds to c~_assif;r th;:;m 

1F!der three hef'.dings: Conver~.3ion~ O~edience and Fa.4 'tho What B!"IJ .. ner 

has said about faith as a gifi of God's gospel (see note 6 en +tls 

PQge) applie~ eQually to faiih as a connition for baptism in the 

Holy Spirit as to faith as a. oondi·i~ion for sal vationo Conversion 

cannot be 'regarded aE a legalistic requirement, unless it is J.e&o.l-

istio to require a child to be born before he may ~TOW upl But i~ 

6. Bruner, op~ oit., Pe 246 (Capitals represent italics) 

7,. See Supra P. 68. 
8. Bruner, op. cit$, P. 92. 
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the :;,'errllirement vf obedience legalistic? Erun.er sub-classifies7 

(i) Active Obedience~ (a) Sapal'ation from sin~ (b) Heart-purific-

~tion9 (0) Prayer, (ii) Passive Obedience: (a) Yielding (emptying), 

(b) '211e Tarrying Heeting" Bruner offers -the follmling as a Pen te-

costal definition of sin 

Sin is '2nclerstood as something 1·rhio11, wit!! Christ's help~ 
t,he ChristiCl.!l co..11.:1 :cn::rfi!:sD l·mST, remove 'OX-:Lor to his being 

~ ... ~-
able tG receive the full gift of the HOI y ~3piri t" 01:03.ienoo 
has as ~:ts fJiajor o1;ask the removal of sin1 1,} 

This defini"tioXi..places the responsibilitY9 partly at least~ upon the 

can(lida:~e~ ',Ilhe initiative lies \'rith him", The lJindeed must" has a 

Clr :"' legalistic' connotation" It is not, however, absolutely legal--

'11se of the· l"hrass "1:ith Christ I s help!! and. c:.mplifies this ill a 

footnote~ As B:t"'rJ.ner outlines "the reni;ecostal u..nclerstal1.ding of sinl! 

it nec:H;l<)s eviden't that Pan-~eoos:talists 

J. i.1I:e H.oma.n Catholio::; .. 0 .. "" e "a·I'e psychologically 'pred.is~"losecl. tv 
.J'Gh~nk of f!in in terms of an aot 9 ~:.ardly en!';!, i:.: terms of "" 
fS·tate11 

Ii; i3 true that PentecostaJ oj !:!ts boa'll",,) in the past ~ earned a. rel~·J..t~tivn 

for "narrol'l-mindeL...'less" in the vioI'd "';0118e, and l,hile the Scriptura.l 

inj1l..'loi;ion !"~hat 1;omsn adorn 'l{hemselves in modest appa.:J:'el" (I ~I.j nlo 

2: 7) ought to be tak.::n serious::'y, tlw cl&""lg~J:' of allowine- a. preoccllp-­

ationfith sucb. 0l,.--ternals as iress to dE,:~enera:te into legalism mu.si:; 

not be overlooked" Happily, the P\:;lilteco~tal 1,~ovemen't of the Se'Trentic'~ 

is oeming to grips lTi'th this 9 and (for (;xar.1~le) in the Cape Peninst.ua 

the Assemblies of God are learning no·t to pui: preSS'lU'e on I1hippie ll 

converts to co~form in matters of drecs and so onG This cotud mean 

9. Bruner, op. cit., Pp~ 92f£ 

10.. Bruner, OPe c:.t. Pl'o 93-4.. Capita.Is mine, 'lmderlining represr;;:nts 
italics. 

11. Qti.oted by Brur..er, 0P* oit .. P. 94 note 54, :from Kilian r.:oDonnel1 
The Ecuroeni calSigi1ificance of the Penteoostal .H~vemen~~ (lly!oI'shipu mr - rre"o • .1;rG6r. - . 
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that the general emphasis is changing from "acts J1 of Sill to a 

"staten of separation caused. by sin, <111d i"lis converse, a state of 

union with God made possible by the removal of sin" PeJ:haps it is 

being recogl'lised that wh:i.1e outward appeara..."1ces cen be an intlication 

of one I s spiri t"..la1 Btate" they cannot be taken as an absolute, legal-

istic siiandarcl" :;:t might also be poin.J~ed out the;1; in ?.:n.y case, 

evidence of this sort of petty legalism oan be fOU.1i.d in denomina'tions 

of the Ci:1~istian Chu:r'oh i,rhich are much older anri more g'f;'lerpJ.ly 

respectod. than the Penteoostal ChurchEH3 .. 

/ 
~ When· a. ll1P,,!l separates himself fro [.1 Sill~ God. responds by olec:"''1.S.ll1g 

his heart by faith" This is God,'s 2.~tivit;r9 anc: ttS such a.oez not 

come wi thin the sphere of 1 ega-Ii 8m" The other :oart of' Hao-ti VB 

obedienve, acoording tc Bruner's soi:1eF.ta:tisation of the d00trin0;, is 

prayer., To ask fc:, "i-Thet one wants Cd.l1 ha.roJ:;r b~ called a "legal" 

Bruner now tur-.as to Ilpassive onedience", ifhioh follows the 

a:;t:.L va separa:tion from sin,. and the heart-ol eansing" It means being 

total.ly recepi.ive o This is a oonditiony but, onoe 8.gain, ::. t oannot be 

classed. as legalistic" i't is "1.ot a oondi tiol1 in t!le sense that it 

?:JAR:rs bapi..ism Ll the Holy Spirit" Thi::; 0s,p-tism i0 a gift whioh? in 

i 1;8 vf;:ry nature, canno-'\i be earnacl or ftJel'i tp;d c It is a oonc.i.tion in 

that HiJuhoui; it a nan is not in the e..t-ti tnae ";ihich makes him capable 

of reoeiving.. It is the out .. iorking of hi..~ willingness t~ ask.. No 

gift can be given until it can be received. No gift can be received 

unless the intended recipient is receptive. This is not legalism, it 

is plain CO!lliilCfisense. In the prayer wl1ich Jesus taught His disciples, 

wo pray "Forgive us our trespasses as ''ie . forgive them the.t trespass 

against usn. The generally-acoepted interpretation of this is not 

that it makes a legal requireme.at, but tha.i; it r1escri hes the only 

conditi0n cf heart in whicll God's forgiveness can be received .. It·is 
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not that God legalistically 1'1'i thholds forgiveness from the 

unforgiving, but rather that a mar.. 1'1110 has closed his 'heart 

ac;ainst his neighbour h8-[19 in th?.t aot, also closed his heart 

against God IS for&,'i. veness of hir.1self., In the same way~ the 

Pentecost<1,1 dootrine of. Conditions deals l1;)t 'with leg.3.2. stip-

ula-tions bn;~ with the elements of inner ;n:·epe.ratio!ls The;:;€) are 

nondi t:bons mmEl: whioh;, not UPON lib.ioh the Holy Spirit is e;:rante.d 

:l..:l Hi s fullneLs<; 

Passive obedielwe i:t!oludes n01; only yieldi!lg but· also the 
/ 

ttT2.x!r'\ri:rtI; I'leetinRf~A> mhis is an c~·r.ens'; on r-f' tl":le r Cl ui~"'r..~I1CJr1t of' .., _ _ _ J_~ • _ ~~", _. • _ _'J.<. vq _ J.' ~:.j,-,.,... . _ 

prayer into the oorpoI'<'l.te sphere" H[:'.U,/ PAntecostalists~ hOlTev6x'; 

can become a high-pressure 

1112 
:; but as far (-tEl the pJ.'esent 

disoussion is (H)l;)c6X'ued9 Hoi fall s undej.· thehcading of liaskingll ~ 

and lTha.t 'Was said 0':: If.ge.J.ism in this cOllneo+i01: em. pege 72 

We :re'~ur:il now to the auest:'on raised at -thE: begimiing o-? -this 

sel';tion~ Is baptism ill the Holy Spirit c:m "opt.';'onal €:;.:tre.'l in the 

,'lay which our Ci.istil1ction between laws and condi ti,ms ihJUld seem -to 

require? Tlce problem arises when some Pentecostalists ienCi. -1;0 

regard fel1ow-Ghristi211S who do not speak in -'liongues as "second 

rate ll 01: ;;11a,t account", Philosophers point .!vo the improper use 01' 

the word "real" in such S6:o.t ences as ~"A real man would. not do .. '" " ~. n 

One finds the same misu.se of this i.;ord in such sentences as "If you 

l'Tant to be a real Christian you must have the baptism of the Holy 

Spi1'i t and i is evidenoe in speaking in tongues". One 'H1l.L"J.ts to e.sk 

in what sense a. glossolaliac is a. real Chris·liiau. a..tld a. non-glossolaliac 

an l1unrealll anel One iiants to ask whether the Hmustll in such sentences 

------------------------------------------------------------------
120 ./J.D. expression used by B:rumbc:.,ck in What meaneth this? Q,uotHd. 

by B-~er, op~ cit. Po 102, note 65. 
J 
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is still ge:nuin~ly contingent 1 or is it made legalistio by the 

term "real". Does the phrase "If you rmnt to be e, real Christian" 00 II 

in fact mean? "If you uant to be a Cl'...:ri stian at all .. Q " 0 " " 1 eo.ving 

a.side the fact that even salvation itself is optional$' we face the 

question: "Doessa,lvation ultimately depend up~m bap·tism in the Holy 

Spirit?" If it does, not only is Spiri ~-l .. aptism a condition fo;:, 

sal vatiol1, bu"1i a.ll the oonditions for Spirit-baptism are a.lso 

conditions for sal1ra:tion" Very fe1~ Pentacostalir-;-~s yTOilld want -to 

give 21 uffirma;tiv0 2,nS,Jer here, and if they D.id, their oun doctrinc;.l 

sta.ndards uoulcL contradict them., He hav(~ already pointed -to lmequiv-­

ooa.l texts of Scripture (which, for '-'elle Pentecost<<.~dst9 is the oonter..i; 

t!.s w"ell as the basi s of doctrine)? which shOlor that 'thO!'0 arE; no 

conditions fox' salv2:tio!"~ ot1:.;1' than sa,ving faith13", 1~hat -L!le11~ is 

meant by 'heing a IIrea1" Christian? 

Som\;; PentecowGo.:i.is1;s c.ifferentiate in terms ,if ':egrees of 

spiri "tt:.al experienoe, but this does not c.ppea.r itl their official 

doc"trinal S1;[<"tements 9 nor, so far (;,,13 'the presen-t WI'i-Gel" is a-rla-r'e, in 

s....ny of their 1:' terature.. Basivally it is the differe:::.ce bet,feen 

Ilreceiving P and. Hbeing Ii:;" led" (see Supra, P 9 25 h eX' bet'Hoen po£'~­

eEsing -the Spiri';' an0. being :rossessed by IIi::t.. But in 1;oth cases the 

lar.guags is -j'igurative~ Z-ilCl as s"2ch if> no-I; pa.tient of seman-tic 

discussiC''l" others speak,. more help:L.uly, in terms of power for 

service, sayin~ that one nho has been baptised in the Rely 3pi1'ii.; is 

better eq").ipped for the task of witnessing than one iv-ho has not9 Here 

we might. invoke, 11i th a slight change in general intention p AU€;lls-l;ine f s 

distinction bet"Teen "habere" and lIuti1ite1' habere n , by saying that 

an ~rdinal~ Christian has the Holy Spi~it, whereas a 'Spirit-baptised 

Christian has the Roly Spirit to some purpose" I"c "rill be seen at 

13. See Supra p .69. 
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once -1;hat this sort of division is oomple-tely foreign to the l1e'l'l 

Testament" The Naw rrestamcn"i; standard. is that all Christi2cJ1S have 

the Roly Spirit to some pU:r:'POS€<> flhis ~Tould Denll that all ehrig-Gians 

are to. be baptised in t~le Holy Spir:i.-I:; \I b1.1~ti here again, the standard 
~ -

is Ilideal If not Illegal "" rrihe probletl is rwti:;ha-!; some Chri<3itians 

spea..1{, in tongu.es while oillers do no~t:j the pro'blt:;m is t~lat some Crc!'ifJ-i:-

ians dQ ii,et t;-:,ke seriously their commitment to lrlinessint'; by d.emvfl= 

st:r J:liing the i!01"rer of the :d.oly Spirit and eXIyressing JGhe f<1i th by 

}3aptism in -',;he Holy Spirii;, 

if one holdf.:! 0',).011 8· tbing to be possible s.nd. desil'able~ is :.').ot the, 

:i.'~::::cJ.f, a prepa,ration for future wi tne!':;sing. It truces pl?ce, !lot 

011 coucl.:dion 'that c.Jrtain things are clone? but uncLer oOlldi'"Gions 

joyful:.}' ant!. 1rillingly ore<>;ted vritb. that inl;Pl1 ~:i..Oll .. 

it would seem that -there :LS no :p:L'OPeT'ly Nlegalistict! element, and. 

if ~ in ganaTe::' praotioe, suoh le,';;J,li'::;ri1 is in evidenoe, it must be 

hbld to be np~ther legitimate nor necessa=y& 



3~ 3.. TO )-THAT ~XT.§llT 9UGI~L PE:ITECOGTlL ISH TO K~ REGARDED AS A 

In order to a.nsvTer this question" it i1i11 be necessaTy to 

definE. :the te:;:Of{!· fire bel F! as it 'W·ill b.er-e be used, in order to avoid 

ambigtli ty a.:."l.d miS1J.11c.l.erstandil1g.. The Pro"Ges-tant Reforma-tiol1 [light 

be described i;1.S a Hrehel mover.Hmt If in that it stepped out of line 

Hi th ·the (Roman) Churoh pra.ctioe of the time.. ]3111: iihi3 w0111cl not 

.neuessari) Y' imply that the Reformation. vracl 1'l'rong a.nd that the Ilstatus 

a representa'tiion 01' tradHionaJ. a.."l.cl autl:entio Ci>.ristialti ty "F<lany 

people :eel that tJ->e Roman C!hu..roh oi the Fifteen:lih Cent'u'Y had alree.cty 

and I'e;:'.3seI't:'ng the true tra.d! tion" 

I:rl the same 'Hay, to ap.;::',y the 'lieI'm flrebell! to the Penteoo~r~a.l 

movement does not nece::u:;:&.rily hd.ve p0Jol'ative implic8,t:'ovR", On<:l h<)'D 

to cons:1.d.aI' ti'l'O questions~ (i) Does Pmrteoos-l;alisUJ aotua11.:r rep:r";scn1; 

a step-out-C'i-lil1e:? and (ii) If so, is it a stet! eXlay frc;;1 true 

Ch.l:'istianity or tow·ard13 i't? 

The fact that this thesis COuld have b6en oonceived C),t all is 

an indication of the differimoe be-l;ween '~radi tional and Pentecosiic:l 

pneumatoJ.ogy.. The fact tha.t neo-Pe:1tecos"ta.lists oan be distinguished 

from fellow-Christians of their oWn deuominations is another indic-

atio1'1 in this direction. That the diiference is there, there can "be 

no dispu.ting) so tuat the answer to the first gu.estioT! is in the 

-----------------------------------------------------------~ 

J 
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aff'irmativeo Both sides recognise the difference between them9 

turn 9 then, to '~he second. qu.estion a..'1d ask wlle'l:;her this "s-tep-out-

of'-line lf constitutes 13, rebellion against trv.e Chris-tio.rLi·ty" A 

rebellion in this sense may be either conscious or 1DlCODsci.OtlS G 

On P 9 28 SUpX'Ls: l-le disoussed one 8.speo·t of t.he psychologicc..l mati 11-

lidiion of Pent300r:d;alif:m - the fact that the Ch.r"istia.n ·:;au.cc :i.s 

p ~ 29 we concli.lded that pentecoEi;a.li8n1 is ~10t man's l"EH',ci;ion to t:iw 

sit~.:'ation.: bu.t rather Goelis intervention in :i:t.. Tll..-i.s i1(':uld make 

sens~.. BrunC>l' wentions G.NoBomrets011, and quoi;.::.s from hiu :rho 

Through the il1.tcnsificatioll. of ;Jp1.rit'V;l.l disciplir:.3 t.:J.e 
"!'Iova prophetia fl inter.d.s to 8:.1ke perfc{~t the lI;:l.QVa 'i,BX I12 

a new la;~l'. He have already seen3 in: a!l .. V case; that EOt1"ti"1.rlism was 

pronotl..'1oed heretical, nhich pl&'c6s its TBbel n2.tUl'e beyond quest'i.one 

Joachi tism9 'I1i til its con-trast bet'.JeAXl th~ i11.Si.;i tv:tionaJ. Church a.nd. 

the Hordo spi:dtualisll 1.;hich would replace i i; $' is oleo,1.'ly a 1"el)e1 

movement. 

1" See Infrl:'.. Pp. ol:£'f 0 

2.. ::Bruner, opo -oi t. '9 P. 229. Inverted. COr!:I.1<~S represent ita.1ice fcr 
the. Latin phrases .. 

3.. See Supr&t~ P .. 7;0' 
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One could describe Joachitism as consciously rebellious, in the 

sense that it explici ily postulates a replacement of the e:dsting 

system" It lias also cond.emned. as hcretical4, which shows thc:;t the 

Church confirms the view that it was 9. 1'0 bel movement .. 

At the appropriate places in Part O::J.fl, I tried to show that 

and Joachi-'tiisn, would not be prepareCi to identify i.tself wi tIl these 

movenents in all respects~ It is therefo::r.Elnot a 'c0l1S0iouo i re"cel 

movement lilc9 JO<1ohi tisl:l~ nor an 'uncollsioU8 I on8 like HontaJlism, 

He h;we n01~ to pursue the posd bility of i 1;8 being an unco:;;.scious 

First of a.ll:; "Te mur::+, note that &108s01a1i"" (the 'lo(;11s$ of· O-1'1$' 

robol1ion tha.t ~.:d.ti;s) is (3, IJeH TeS7::l-ment ph!"!~lon,monQ So t11<:.1; i: 

Pentecostalism i.:; a rebel ooveU1ellt, it is a sort of "ccu...""ltc::r-~rebel}~~ 

ion" ILee ~he Fwfo!'!'!lat5.on~ to bring l:~ck to t.he 11mr Tebtament. $ a 

Church ·",nien has rebelled aga,ins;; it., The only a1 terh,~:tives <l.1'e to 

say either that the Ne1tT Testament recol'd is not tJ:ue, or t:tat glosso­

lalia is not intended to characterise the Jhurc" in modern JGir:1es· as 

for holding the first of these al ternaii ves, and if there i-H.'re, all'~i­

Penteco.;;tal scnol£:..1's woulcl have fowlo. it long ago! The oirter~ kno';m 

genera.lly as IIdispensC',tio:r.alism fY is morc fcrnidable 9 and seems to be 

the basis 011. -"ilioh non=Pe!1tecostal E\TGL.Bel~c~J,l scholars oppose the 

charismatic movement.. rillo is !lin-line" and uno the rebel? It il::! 

noteworthy ·that no clear Scriptural wal'rant seems to be forth-coming 

for the anti-glossolalia position9 and the ar&~~ent seems to be that 

4. See Supra tr. 18 .. 
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it is preposterous to claim that the Church 1I2.S wHhotr~ the fulL:.·::;":, 

of the' Roly Spirit frOt1 the time of Chrysostom at the lates-I; 9 V.l1ti.J. 

the outbreak of gloesolalia again in Los Angeles in 1906" Tb.is 

arg-\.Ullent is not conclusive" and one could counter it by saying (ii' 

one so bel~.(;ved.) that it is not preposterous to hold, that the (n'l,'.' .. 

'f-ias in a state of rebellion for ,all. i:hose '.':lonturies" This liOUJ.d. :.~:;' 

to be 1'.0 more diffioul t to c.efencl than the thesis th.s.;i; glossol8.1i::.'" 

:never a(rtu8~ly diG~pr.eal'ed at all" In any ca.se, the argufn612t ~;O' .::" ~ 

bap1~ism in th0 Holy Spirit" The absen\.le nf glol:lsolalia would ned: 

"Thioh p} ac()s PC?!1 i ;eev)£d;a,lism in a :r:ehel posJ.tion 9 but it shauLi be 

noted tha.t the mCVe(tCfl -+; i~ not tm;--:1irnous 011 ~:hic dootrine~ Such 

l:d;atemeH~S about it as ore made, 0.1:6 a:1'biguous .. Brum1:-J.ov, for 

E>:":e.mple, ill a sta:l;ement already quoted5 makes glossolaiia. in".il':'lpOllf> 

<tbJ.e to ::\ "ful1y Scriptural ba,ptism in the Holy Spiri til" rrhis is 

oP<?!1 to the SCl.me objection e.s the word "real II (supl':a p" 7 3).. In 

faot, if' Brn::lback had 3aid "no baptism in the Holy Spi:'ii;!l (1'Tithou-t 

the qne1ificai:ion IIfully Scriptural ll ) his staotemen·t lTov~cl have mac1t, 

eZ8.otly .!Ghe impression. which the qualified. ')no makes@ One has to 

ask lThei.her i.rere could bb a baptism in the noly Spiri-t Which is 

iva baptism in the Holy Spiri-t which is not Scriptur..al at all" 1:1 

"~~,,-' 
~, ' 

.------------.--
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other words, i,s Brtunbaek trying to say that i'li tho"!.1-t glosso-

lalia it is impossible to be baptised in the Holy Spirit at 

all .. He has not made his posi tion I)lear~ and oonsequen"';;1y the 

nature of his "rebellion" is not clear either" 

As iii th thp question of legalism in the lilovement, a dist-

i110iion ha.s to be p.-.aclc between offioial st:j,temel1ts and common 

practioee p..1'7long irank-and-file i Pentecostalists vl'e find an 

element which tends to be in rebellion against t!16 tr<-1cli'!;ional 

Cnurchec,. This may be on a.ooou.n~(; of the diff::rence '\fhion Pente-

oosi;;",lis"i;s sense beti'reen themselves ::lYld other Christiu-'1.s as a 

resul t of their e::cqw:f"ience of gloSGO J aUa- e The j.p.Iormali;;y of 

their t1eBtings may i)e a I'esul t of this sense of di.ffe:~'~!1ce, or it 

may its E:>l f be part t;~e cause of the differenc0" In other i-lOro.D~ 

5. t me::; bl';} €i-ther 2:", exp'fession of'9 0:::' a causa,l factor in~ 'the 

re'bel}.ioll" But one call ha.rdly base a..~ IJ.sSertiorL abvut their rebel 

nature on the 'Hay their meetings a.re cond.u.cted. Each denomina:t;Lm 

h~bS its OrTn mode of YTorsnip9 and no (me lrants to say, f01'" eAamp1e 9 

that _the rebel. nature of the l)rotestant Reformation is gTo1'nded in 

chanbes to 1i i'tl.l"g'J apart from +'he doctrin8.1 r.:ignif:i.canoe of ·~hOfl('. 

cha:.1.ges 9 or th8;'" the I.iethodi st Church bec2.:ne a rebel ~novement sinply 

b;1 allowing i-'G8 Order 0; Horning Prayer to 1'13.11 into dism:;e$ These 

ma.y~all be ferns of rebe11ion9 but b.r'e not in themselves g-ermane to 

the rebellio:: lipS!, se '10 . :-:As. far as its official doc'l;rine if.' concerned. 

Pentecostalism is lfin-stepH 'lfith the rest of Christendom (if it is 

possible to be said to be in. si.:ep with as widely divergent a 0011-

action of t,hec1ogic2,l poai tions as the 0hristian Church presents 

_______ ,.,i 
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a~ this time). The differences between Pentecostalism a.nd 

other denominations of the Christian Chu.rch are no deeper than 

differences betvreen oth6r denominations thcmselves s Differences 

in :the theolo~· of water-baptism, the doctr~ne of :81 eC'~ion and the 

Baptists)) Calvinists f'rom Armini<:.;'l1s and Catholics from Protes"'Gan~.;s 

- e_~·l.d P:resbyt~riaJ1s fz'om :2pisoop2.1ians -) are no less [lerio'tls than 

the question of -;lc~ptism in the Holy Spirit 9 If PentecostalisT:! is to 

be cJ.e.ssi:i::_ ed as a !'€oel moverJ8n~" on thes'" grounds~ the WO:('cL Hrehel if 

;.rill have ~GO be 2,pplied. fairly lfidely C!:Jy almost every clellomiuat:;'on 

OJ.' tnaditio:'l9 to al..aost oval'S o'ther!)~ i'That is IItrue Christi2.r,itJ II , 

in y;hicl: d.enomin~d;ion is i i; most fa.i thfTllly dmnonstI'ated., 2..'1d ,,;-;h,;;;re 

nature of: 1;:12.;; from which r'enteco:Jta:i.isr:! rebels, 

There uould seem <1;0 "De 1;110 Il1cdn directions in whieh Pent eo" s-t­

aliBID rebels, and '!;!l0se are: (a) again9i; the invasion of the ChUi_~Ch. 

by f1permissivcness" ~lhich ir::: ch£',l'acteristl.c of the age and (b) the 

neglect by the Church:. gencral1y speakingl' of IIspiri+",.!:tl t1.ings 'l " 

(T~lese las'i:; tvo 'Ho!'ds are in inverted COrUl'nal;; because -i;hl=>ji represent 

11h~4t 1~ou.ld some regard c'.f,3 a m:i.sconoeption, as I will attempi to 

ciescribe 'b(310w).. These two areas of rebellion are closely relatedl' 

and they indic.,)/r.:::; the way in '<Thieh the Pe ... _rt;ecostalist vievTS tl1e ITtrad.­

itional" Chu:::'ches of the Twentieth Century" 

11e sae~~ first of all, a decline in moral stand.ards in the Churoh, 

refleoting the peI'm~,ssi veness of the age Q Generally speaking, it 

is far too easy to ?6COme a member of one or other of the denomin­

atio::.s .of -the Chri stian Church., The low'ering of adrni ssion I:d;a,ndards 

has eo aha.in-reaction -throughout the Churoh in llhich the level of 
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spirituality becomes low bec_ause members have been admitted (perhaps 

even recruited) 11'ho are not completely ccmmi tied Christi;:,:ns" This 

means ·that they are not prepared to f'i.i1.fil the coudi tiona for bapt­

ism in the Holy Spirit - indeed i11 many cases, 'i;r..ey have no-t even 

'been instructed J.1:1 tile ir:1portant matter of "Holiness n • The lowering 

of s·tand.al'd3 for 'i;he admission of candiriates ~;;o Hol:{ l1;:;.ptism (whether 

as infants or as believers) tfmtis also to a g-eneral lowering of 

The reluct2.l''I.Oe c:f mat1.jI' cO!lC'.£'eeations to discipline members 'VTho have 

1ap:3c1 into @,"X'USS sin (pal'·tic1).l~l'J.Y!l in ,)O'J.t I1 Africajl "';hd Eru:opean 

cong-j,>egC',+iolls) an,i mcmberr3 ';'iho have beoome ~_nact:L VG;> i;::; a.,,'1other 

faoto:1' - ir. Penteooc-'ilal eyes iu the decline of the "Ii';' adi ticnal 

Ohu:eol)~s" H(-;:llbGr~hip in the Chur:oh means ItlSS t_h a.11 it ougn:t 1jO ('<)" 

There oug;h't to be 8- G.:.ea.:r' d.ifferencc be-l;weefl a Cr..UTah mambo?' and. a 

:r.~t" If there i B no Ii secoml1 l experi ~;1Ce of -the Holy Spirit ~ then a! 1 

bapt':"sed pl;;uple should 'be ElJ.J.o'ii~.ng eVi(tei',lCe of haVing been bo::n of 

the Spirit.. This then become~ "'toro +l1.an simply a p~storal -o:coblem 

as outlille~ on p~ 66: SiL~~ it 1S seen to be part of the basis OD 

'\'Thieh the Per..i;ecostal mover.;0A·c react 8 aga'; nsi; -traclitional Jhrisi;in.ni-ty" 

If l1extra eeclesiam nulla salus est"~ it ought to be equa.lly obvious 

that inside the Church there is no m:e 1-lho is not a radian:t)} vital, 

Spirit-filled Christian.. 1.1h6 Pen-teccntalis1; feel s that the line of. 

demarcation be-t1-leen lithe Church rt an:l lithe vlOrld fl (1'111ich are bcth 

Scriptural -terms) has .been blurred" In fact, many theologians are 

advocating a p=esent~tion of the Christian gospel in almost entirely 

secular terms" The only l'12.Y by 1fhio11 Pentecostalists feel they can 

really be the Church, is ·to rebel against this secularity .. 
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The Pentecostalist sees, seoondly, th03; the secularity ;-!hic'; 

has broughJG its chaX';;:',oterist:J.c pcrmisdveness in.'to tho Church D::'c: 

(in his Vi6vT) driven out the sense which the Church ol.1.g}rt to h;;.v;. 

of her basic concern for IIs1'iri tual things '1" It seems St:r'2-'15C '1;,:, 

stude:r~"~s of h~.s·(;orY9 and, particularly -the history of the C~lI"idi,c 

Church, that 't'e!l:~ecof;t8-lism, tL'11ike "rebel movements" of the p::';' 

seems JGO have no. particular-Iy PO.LITICf..L motivation or tcnde:'10y < 

:r~ice of rrracle Unionin:n in };;nglancl ll Palli;eccztal ism seeDS to bE> 

na1'c1i tien,lli" The reason fo!' this appears to bE' ·thc~i:; poli tiC2], 

rebel s" ~o 1:'. IBY'g;e extent, the tl'ad.i tio:1al Churohes have becon:'~::: 

Geci.l.le.J:~ llr---:flor -the leari8rship of such thc'Jlogian--:: 8,15 J ~,A.rl'a Ro'bi:->:; 

1-lh-:- is lIout '~hel"e II" In an [' :';;; in which the Church seens generaJ.1;7 

to have lost sight of tho etern.:J., ir. ,!.1; s social oonoo1''2S c--..bou·l l:" 

on this p:1 ane'i;, Pej .. ,:~ecostalL'11 ua.n1iS to return to ~31:' affirl:-.atio~' ;; ".'-

-there are l'el'-l,l:i.tie~ h'0eyond l1 ", l3ui; even -ChiD would not bH <::l1ouZh~ 

Pe:i.1teoostclisffi :rec0gni3es tllr.:~ God ca:tmd-; help us vrh:Ue He ~'cm"J;::'o 

"out there IJ , and t118 eternal realities 02.''-'.J,.\O;; 11e presen't roa1;;:'.;].(;: 

y1hi1e they remain i111eyondll.. The Il'lOarna:tio:n, as an hi!31;oric8.1 (;".­

does t.iot bridge the ga.p oeh,reen -~he eternal "out there!! and the ' 

entia1 Ilin -here!), unless H is applied to each believel' perso:no.ll~ 

the Holy Spirito }lhether this required a. useoond ll experience 0:" .::c:,,; 



remains an opep. question, oxcept tha"t the Pentec\ostalist prefers 

his way of d.oing it to wha;t;" he considers the tr2.0.itional .,,·my of 110t 

doing it! This bringing of eternity into time is f;een also in -!;he 

Pentecostal at-t;ituc.e to mirncles.. It is common bl0iIledge that 

althol1Eh glossolalia is r.tado the oentr21 iestA,';, '~l1e Charism&:t:i.c 

Movement is oOll<;erned, icle[;,J.l~r~ with nine Gifts of the Spirit (see 

1 COl'" 12:8-10)9 inclrHlinG' !!miracles ll e.ild flheal:ing ll .. !::7enteO()st2.:!.ists 

believe that these gifts are for the present age as for ever'y o'1;11e1'" 

A miraculous world uto cone" is as useless itl )I'<1c"tical tel';au as no 

miracalol."!.s iw~lcl at a.ll., 

doctrine c:;:' baptisu in the Holy Spirit.. I].lhe L001.o:3.1 Positivist :r'e~0c-:;s 

menta f2,:i.l outsifle 'the svope of~hi"" oJ-iterion", lJ.'he Pentecostr-J,.i.btji 

() ... the o'~her hand, accepts the premi:::e but cl;;dDs th2~·t his St2.ter;ieL"~s 

oan be de!Tl;)nstrateCl to -De t":"ue" He c12ims that once a mC4"'1 h2..s been 

baptis.;id in tne Eoly S:uiri t,. a:!.l st~t8[;1{m-ts of c:'cc-trir10 in the Bible 

bec~n£ not only verifiable, ill.Xi, actua.cJy v":lrifierl ('l;(J believers) by 

GCld Hims(:Jlf. 

Is '~his :rebellious position ,,\ ste.ptCF"'~dtt? 01' away from true 

Chri s-l.; i ani ty? 1J'.,1 l"6'''Gurn to the precise point r;t which 'ITe began - the 

question of authoY'i ty. Pentecosta.lism taJces i tc s-i;a.I'la. upon Soripture 

and Experience.. The s'Gand on. Scripture begs a nUFlber of quo3tions, 

p:rincipGlll;y' ones concerning the reli:.?.bility of the texts, 'but the 
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IlSpirit of tru·th lJ can be relied upon not to mislead the earnest 

Di.ble student, so that no serious error '¥,ill arise in understandinz 

the basic eLoctrines necessary for s3,J.va.tion~ This B:ttituo.e in i :celf so 

is an indicQ,tion of the ~'rebel1iona of Pentecosi81ism against h'l.l.mi:'-U-

is'He tendencies in tbeoloGY (and. p2.rticul&.:r'J.y ill. the appr02.ch to 

from gfmuir.e C.l1.,ristia'1ity., As J.LPacker says 

The au.,thcntic Ghrisi;i1?J'l -por;iii,,:m on aJ.1Y ~;ubjbct""H\lil1 be 
th.at l~~}_l~tC·rl cor:resf1011iJ.S 1fi t.::t ~.Jtlr.;t He tau .. ?!·ht ~ f.I'.he I;~~nMr Testamel;~t';J 
l"'Aga:c1~d sioply 20S an hi st-::: :~::~c;:.:( dOC\Fnen-t 9 vrov1.ch:3 'Us "tri th 
f irst-..11a:::1l1.!1 c'cnt CrtIJ01"'2.ry ~\~.: -~:S!1C0 a,s GO 11!i.at the e~:el iest Cb.ri :3-C.'.U 
ians :~~ld .. that Cllri;:;t p-ad. '"~c~·~::'{;11~~, auG. acoordillg1;y, ctD to Yh~."G 
they believed themEolves6 

1fC have 

in Scripture and COlu0S in a..'15'1-:er to cinc~rB prayer and t,.Jl1'".ine 1l0~)0::\_ 

iples to act l:1·S IIgu.ide-,lines" anu the' Jioly Spirit. works ·c}:.:,. ... ough 

personal experience, to apply ;;h0 g;uidanc~ itl specifj () s:i:tua"tionf.l ., 

Pentecostalism can claim /1. }11C1ce in o::thcdox Christianity:! ;:).8 

long aG it does noJ(j !':1Ci.ke a legalis'Uc issu~ of glossol<?J.ia.. Similarly, 

non-Pentecos·talists mu,,)'t not J.·eject ;;lossola.lic. absolutely', even 

though they may Dt3 hone,,;1ily and sincerely convinoed that it is not 

for them" 

--------------~-------~--~--------------------------------------------.----------
6., J$I.Packer: FundaQentalism 8~'1d the ~lo:rd of God, I .. V"F. repl"'int 

1965, P~ 51. 
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