
















































































































































































































































































chip chip chip
CONTACT

chip chipchip chip
FLIGHT

88

tip tip titip tip
ALARM

chichichichichi........
TAKE-OFF

chichichichichi
ENTRY

~

chi-chichichichi chichichichichichichichichichi chiiifi-chichichichichi | chiiii shh shh ) prrrerr
"CHATTER" THREAT GREETING BEGGING NEST
Fig. 26. The calls of the sociable weaver. The notation

follows the system of Saunders (1951).
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torquatus is a permanent resident, roosting in the chambers at
all times cof the year. The presence of the falcons is resented
by the weavers, althougn it may be beneficial in keeping snakes
away from the nests. Adult sociable weavers are not normally
preyed on by the pigmy falcons, although the falcons may cccas-
ionally take young weavers in the chambers.

Adult scociable weavers have few ectoparasites and no
Mallophaga, A conmon ectoparasite on the legs of the chicks is
a blood-sucking Dermestes larva which is nct usually harmful.

The only endoparasite found was the nematode Diplotriassna ozouxi

which infected the abdo.inal air sacs. The nest material housed
a wealth of invertebrate fauna (includins the adults of the
parasitic Der.estes larvae) as well as a few harmless rentiles
such as skinks and geckos. The tops of the nest masses were

often used as nest sites by the giant eagle-owl Bubo lacteus, while

barn owls Tyto alba sometimes occupied cavities in the super-
structure. Heither of t.lese owls appeared to prey on the weavers,
There were arn estimated 180 sociable weavers per square
mile in the study area, but population density was low during the
study period. There were many abandoned nest massSes, particular-
_iy in the dunes, and many unoccupied chambers in the occunied nest
masses. The dune populations may form a reservoir augmenting

riverine ponulations in poor years when the birds' numbers are
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