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Being a thesis submitted by B.c·. ·Gordon B.A. of 

Rhodes University College, Grahamsto~n. 
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BIB.LIOGRAPJiX. 

Books found in the CAPE ARCHIVES.· 

Im2eria! Blue Books:- These Blue ~ooks are · printed documents 
including ·despatches from Cape Governors to the Colonial . 
Secretary, or instructions · to Governors, togeth~r with all 
correspondence relative to the same. · 

Volume 11. Native tribes '(1835) Part 1. 
Volume DC. Kafir ~Var ( 1836-7 ). . Parts · 1 and 11. 
Volume X. · Kat·ir tribe~? (1817-49) Parts 1, 11, 111 5) 
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Volume X1. Kafir tribes (1850-51) Parts 1, 11, and 111. 

2. Colonial Office Records:- These are originals and copies of 
letters, despatches, memorials, road reports, ~tatistics~ etc. 
relating to the Colony. 

3. 

4. 

Volume 
Volume 
Volume 
Volume 

Volume 
Volume 

803 
828 
1063 . 
1149 

. • • ~I 

Memorials (1836) Volume 6. (P-R) 
Memorials (1837) Volume 3. 
Naval and Military (1847) 
Colonel McKinnon (1848-1850) Commandant of 
British Kaffraria. 

1395 Despatches and Enclosures 
1447 ·· Despatch Book (1833-3~) 

Ca}e Blue Books:- These are printed documents. 
(a Sundry Prlnted Official.Papers and Reports (before 1854) 
(b) Harbours (1856-78). . · 

British Kaffrarian Records:- These are originals and copies or letters, despatches, reports and statistics. 

Volume 17 

Volume 61 
Volume 64 
Volume 93 
Volume 94 
Volume 109 

Volume 403 
Volume 405 
Volume 406 

Surveyor General, King William's Town 
(1853-58) . 
Resident Magistrate, East London (1856-60) 
Customs, East London. (1853-66) 
Civil Engineer (period 1854-58) 
Civil Engineer (period 1863) 
Government notices relating to British 
Kaffraria (1847-66) 
Miscellaneous letters (December 1847-49) 
Miscellaneous Letter Book (1849-1856) 
Miscellaneous Letter Book (1856-57) 

5. Government Gazettes:-

6. 

Volume 145 
Volumes 43-45 
Volumes 52-53 
Volumes 62-63 

Miscellaneous. 

Index to Gazette notices. . 
Gazettes for 1847, 1848, 1849. 
Gazettes .for 1858-1859. 
Gazettes for 1865-1866. 

(a) "Scheeps en andre Journalen" (1664-1688) - to be found 
in Collection "C." Volume 660. Original scripts of log 
books, etc. 

(b) Verbatim copy of above by Dr. 'rheal: (Collection "V. C." 
Volume 94) . 

(c) Map No. 5'7 is by v'lentzel. 

(d) ."Belangrijke Historische Dokumenten" uitgegeven door 
Geo. M. Theal (No.2) 

(e) "Cape Archives Index (N'o.lO)" by Mr. C. Graham Botha. 
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(B) 

1 • 

Found in the SOUTH AFRICAN PUBLIC LIBRARY • 
... - ·- ·· -· -- -- ----- ' :-::• :-a···- .- ..... ,· 

(Cape Town) a-: === 
.. 

Files of the Grahamstovm Journal: 

1836' 184 7' 1848' 1849' . 1850' 1851 ' .. 
1852 ,. 1853' l85Zh 1855, 1856. 

. . . 

2. Files of the King William 1 s Town Gazette : · ·{First issued 1856) 

1856, 1857, 1858, 1859. 
. ' 

3. . "The Rise of·. South Africa11
: Geo . E. Cory. 

Volumes 1V and V. 
. ~ ~ 

4. "The History of South. Africa since 1795n: G. M. Theal. 

· · .. . : Volumes '11, 111, · and lV • 

. · .. · 7Jv,-~LJ . · · . 
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(C) Found in MENDELSSOHN COLLECTION LIBRARY, Houses of Parliament, 

... . Cape Town. . . . 
: ! =-

,··· I 

1 • . .,An account of Kaffrarian (1803): "· Rev. van· derKemp. 

2 • . "Missions in Caffraria .:fro·m their commencement to the present 
time" (1833). Published in Dublin by the Religious Tract 
and Book Society for Ireland. · · 

,• . . .. 

(D) Other references used, and where they may be found. 

' . . ·.· 

1 • . ''East London Library Review (April-June 1930) 11 This Magazine · 
is in the· possession of Mr. B.H. Dodd, Editor , Daily Dispatch 
East London, and contains a lecture on the German Immigration 
of .l856-58 . 

2. Files of "East London Daily Dispatch" (obtainable at the 
, . . Dispatch Office, East London) :-

. 8th May, 1928. ''The Parish of Peter" (Rev. H.A . c . Hewftt) 
29-th April, 1931 •. · "Y.ihere Hippos roamed" (Mr. W . R. Bovey) . . . 

3. Mr. F.indlay' s letter to the writer: June 12th, 1931. .. 
·. · . : . : 
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FOREWORD. 

The flourishing city of East London has received but 

scant attention from historians. Its import~nce has been 

overshadowed by that :of Capetovm, Durban and Port Elizabeth, 

each with a foundation bordering on the romantic. 

The introduction to this thesis indicates traces of the 

existence of primitive man in these parts. The h"istorical 

survey will commence with notices ·taken of the region by 

nautical and land expeditions in search of either shipv~ecked 

sailors, or news of native races. 

The first serious notice of East London taken by the 

white people came in the . time of Sir Benjamin D'Urban who 

sought . a seaport for his new province of Queen Adelaide. 

Our port was opened in 1836 under the appellation of Port Rex, 

but faded ·into temporary insignificance, almost oblivion, 

with the reversal of .Sir. ·B. D'Urban's frontier policy by 

Lord Glenelg and the abandonment of .the new province in 1837. 

It was not ·destined to remain forgotten, for Sir Harry 

Smith at the end of 1847, saw in the mouth of the Buffalo 

River the same possibilities as had struck the advisers of 

Sir B. D'Urban. To him it was the future London of the East, 

and the connecting .link between British Kaffraria and the 

world outside. From that time East London has grovm steadily, 
-

and of recent years very rapidly. 

It is not proposed to carry this survey much .beyond 1866, 

in which year British Kaffraria was annexed to the Cape 

Colony. 
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"EAGT J,ONDON; IT3 FOUNDATION 
'• 

' AND EAnJ.,Y DEVBLOHIJ;J•TT A3 A PORT." 

I 1:-TTHODUC TI O_N: Evidence of Pf i m t t. i. v c:· J:f,, n. 

In a paper furnished by Gco. R. ticKay of East I.omlon t":t. 

in 1887 the question is asked. "Ho".'~ lone; ae;o is it since 

man first trod this,- the site of ~ast London? 11 He Gives 

a few facts which, he says, can be. verif-ied by anyone at 

East London in hal:f-an-hour's walk. : "Some years ago", he 
' . 

yroce.ed.s," "in opening a quarry, a very laree wou'nd of sh~;:J.ls 

'tras di'scovered on the left bank of the Q,uie;ney river· at its 

junction with the Buf.Calo (see lfap P.17 ), where the mouncl 

forllled a rounded bluff· ••.•••• the Harbour ',V'orl~s en[$ine!:.'rs ... 
have removed. upwards of 37), 000 .. cubic :feet of these shells 

to fill up · the lagoon behind the East Training ·;/all. · Anyor..e 
. ' 

examining what remains of t.hiA mound will find it composed 

principally of: limpet, mussel, oy9ter · •••••• ·• bones of fi!:.lh 

and· birds • • • • • • • of antelope a, hippopo t8.mus and other 

mumwalia, layers of Q.shes, fragments of charcoal, D.nd· :pieces 

of coarse r>ottery. There can be no doubt that this Sl-'Ot W <-'!. 'J 

occupied by many successive generat.ion:J ?f llUman t)d.neG to 

permit of ·~he accull!Ulation of so lo..r~e a me.s:.J 'of refus~. 11 

li'any changes have been made since 1837, but tbose I'eople r;ho 

1.lli!::J refuse is to be fouml • .. :r:.:r. !1\cKay aleo found earlier 

traceo of primitive Jll:ln in the valley behiml the l)ri s on. T:n.i.!-J 

valley haf3 recently been used as u dun1_ring c;rounrl for san<l 

excu.va.teu in connection with the Tnrnint;-ba3in HcJ-,t?.me, l)ut 

D.lmor,t every :rl:ast Londoner V.'ill remet()ber the rccr:'GS in the 

raihray cutt:Lne ... 

l· 
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railway cut tin~ that was o·nce covered with cao Lor-oil LJ1a.ntG. 

Above the gravel line were found stone imp),.0ment8, :3l.)eu.rheudl-3 

und some fra~mcnts of atone pottery. 

C(,uite the n1ost interesting of hi.s o11servations was tha.t 

concerning diecove~ies made by a Mr; Gately. "1;:c. Gately's 

residence stands on the rounded to:p of an isola ted knoll or 

small hiJ.l which is connected with the site of Ear3 ~ London 

by a narrow neck. This neck is the dividing ride of· two 
. . 

watercou.raea that nco.rly s.urround the hill before they unite 

und find their way to · the mainstream of the Fir:3t Crer:k (see 

Map at end of book). T'neae two watercourse·ts have been the 

co.use 'of the isolation of the hill. On its top there is a 

layer of black rnud from t ·wo. to three feet thi.clc; below that 

there is f-rom one to two feet of decoml)Osed rock before solid 

rock is reached. Oi.lt of this black mud at his residence 1.~r. . . 

Gately has clus up many im:pleriJents and ·.1?ones, • • ••••• . I)ierced 

round sto·nea, ••••••• spear heads, co.arse 110ttery, teeth und 

other bones of the hippopotamus. HO'v'l came that mud there, on 

a hill-top? •••••• , The ~i te mu.wt })ave bc12n a vlei •..••••. '' 

The Gately family lives today on the same Bl)?t, am1 C:J..n shc-v; 

many intereo ting rel ios of old East London. The I.1useum l~tel:-:• 

e1?tablishe<l at the port conte . .in:J many stone fmi>lP.roentf::l re:;;-ilC <·o:1 

io have .be en found at or near East London. Dr. Tiruce J3ay8 h~t,:; 

preuet,ted to the J,ruseum a col.Lection of bones, etc. founcl at 

the "kitcllen midden" where the Q.uie;ney (G·nygriey) river ·ran 

into the Buffalo. 

Thus before embarking upon the actual h :i. n Lory of the .ilOl' t. > 

it is as well to realise (r'or t.he 88.ke of historic~~.l f)ersp?r_:!;i-.r -: 

· tJJ at tribe e of "3tone A~e" men anrl "s tra~1rll Oller s" used to roam 

in tho ae ·parte. 
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ttscheeps;(m Andre Journalen" . ( 1664 -1688) 
in the ·cape Archives (Ref:C.660). This 

to be found 
volume contain 

the. original script in Nederlands of the "Dagboek van 
1t Centaurus" • A verbatim copy' (with several errors 
of spelling) by Dr. Theal may also be seen at · the Cape 
Arch~ves (Reft V.C.94.) 
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.2l~ll!J.Lf:!S':.§_Q_f East L]ndi..)n durin£{ the rule of the Dutch !::ast· 
Inclia Company ( 16),?-1795'). · 

(a) ·TJ-IE VOYAGE · OF THR CEHTAuTIU3 . ( 1 GG7-G8). .. 

What is poosibly the earlies ·t notice takert of the East 

London reel~~ by .Europeans is ·to .be found in the log-book l\
1

1. 
. . 

of a hooker named the "Centa.urus .. " This veseel was built. 

by the aurvfvors of· two· v1recl<J.ed ships, the "3tavenis~e" and 

the ~'Good 1~ope 11 , !l.nd ·it carried them from nettr Natal .to 

Table Bay.. Here . it. ~af3 · taken .over by . the Coinpany, refitted, 

and a~nt out on Monday aftei·noon, 1Tovember 10th .1G87, to ·· ·· 

aeatch. for those survivors who had attemp.tcd to. reach the 

Cape by an overland route. I~· . • • . , . 

·A full accounli of thio expedi tio.n mriy. be found in a . . . . . ' . . . . 

velum~ of ".3ch~eps~n Andre .. Tournalen ( 1664-1688) ", which tells 
. .. t4~ . . · 

that on' February· .6th_, ~were .in latitude. 32°39' which is 

not far frcrm the mouth of the River Kei. They were carried 

back we!:3tward by a atrong wind, ·but by ·the next afternoon . . . 

calm had re'turned. "Ende cl.igt o.nder het land zeijl:-nde saegcn 

de8elve klip door one door de banck de doodkist gent ende l.ia3.r 

e.ls een Eijland ver.toonende" (and while we were sailtng cloGe 

to land, we ao.w the very· rock which, on account 9f ·the bu.nk it 

made, we· had calle(l Coffin, and which appeared like. an isla.nd). 

There can be very little doubt that this is the rock known at 
. . 

present a.a Cove Rock; and that the preoent name is po::1si'bly r~. 

corruption of Coffin Rock. The log book goes ·On to ·tell th:.~o-l:., 

as the sailor~ required wood and water, they dropped their 

ketl~e-anchor and sent the boat to find out whether there v1as 

a suitable. place for anchoring. V/h ile the boat was at work, 

thoae on boarcl the hooker noticed some aignalf3 being mude on 

the shore• .but knew not what to ma'ke of them. 'fhe l)oa.t . 

returned with ••••• 



)• 

returned with the news that there was no oui table ;:..nchorage, 

and that the rock was· ' not an island; they to·o had notice<l. 
~ 

the .sienala from the. shore, · wade, as they thoueht, by Hot-
. . 

tenbots Vlith their ''kro~sen•" Still puzzline them~:Jelvee · 
. . 

over this, the oailore weirrhed anchor and mqde sail, but .in. 

t11e morning they were. very worried, maintaining that Hottentot3 

or ICaf lra had not the skill to mo.ke such signa. So ·on the next 

day (Sunday Oth) they endeavoured to reach that spot on the · 

nhore where they had seen the signals. : In the afternoon, to 

their great .surprise they saw something a.PlJroaching, which, 

when nearer, tu·rned out to be a catamaran on which were three 

men, ota.rk-nD.ked. These men, when received o·n board.·, ~ 
. that they were Hollanders and people of the . "3tavenisse," and 

·that there were nineteen othe~~ 'on ahore including a French 

boy who had joined them after a· narrow escape .. from death at 
. .. 

the hands of the Kafirs·. The crew . of the "Centaurus" hoisted 

the rrince's ~la.g, and at sunset anchored in 16 fatboma · in 

aandy · ground. The boat and the catamaran were sent to ·thc 

eho re • but as it was nearly da.rk, and as there was a heavy 

surf on the beach, did not brine; more than one man with them •. 

The condition of these men is described as miserable, . a.ncl . · 

th~y were clothed,Like Hotte~tots, in ox . hidea; the crew 

gave them who.t clothes tl'iey could . spare. The next day was 

fine and calm, and by dint of hard · work they had embarked 

by evening 1-9 men (in9luding the French boy) and a fat ox 

ba.rtered from th~. Ka:firs there for a copper arm:.rine. Thcl 

sergeant waa very anxious to go ashore and deliver som~ 

11reeents to the Kafir "kin~", as a reward for his kind treat-

ment of the pGople of t.he "8tavenisae". Accorclin.gly anchor 

was weighed und . the ohip uailad for a place which the sailors 

cal.1ed !'EeriJte Rivier"; presulllably they were oailing up the 

coaot, . for their expe-dition was direct.ed to "Terra de Uatal." 

If thio were f I • t t t I 
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If Lhie were eo, then · the "Ehrete Rivier" Wa!3 undoubtedly 

the rive~ .vfhich ia now called the. Buffalo, and the first · 

atteJn,t't to enter it was about to be· made. The loe book 

tells us that, ·vihen this was tried, it was found im11osnible; . 

unfortunately, no . details are ~iven, and the greater part of 

the remainder · ·o~ the book tells of the serious deliberations 

which followed "of wij met de eelv·e naar de Caep wiide k.eeren, 
. . 

of de reijee met deselve (volgena.orl8 inatructie) volbrerigen.'' 

~.e • . whether to . return to 'the Cape or to continue the voya~e 
according to instructiono, It was the s'ad 11lie;ht . of the .. 

rescued 111en and their entreaties which turned the scale in 
J • • 

favour or ··an immediate return to. the C~pe.). Sev~ral interesting 
; . 

statenlerita relative· to East London were made by these n1en who 

had · travelled for 2? month~ ~ince the wreck of the "3tavenisr.:ie". 
. . 
During their travels from .Natal to ·.the Magosaohe terri tory . 

vthich was ruled by. a king called Ma.gamina, ·they could· dis cov.er 

no profit for . ·the Company, ancl still less any ha.rbour or 

riv.er fit for the . reception of the Company's smallest lHl.cket. 

This was not exactly an enthusiastic first report of .the ' 

poseibilitieo of the Buffalo· River as a harbour, for these 

·men must have spent some little. time in that part, occupied 

as it was py the fr-iendly Magoasche. 'rhis tribe v1as probably 

the Ama-'Xosa, . ·and it ie . an inter.estine; point that in 1688, 

when Simon v~m de~ Stel was ruling the small settlement round 

Capetown, the Bantu were · alre~dy in possession of a large . 
hi\ . 

·part of the country be t \•v e.en the Ke i skarn a and I<e i ni vers • 
...d~ 1..-r . . . . 

The sailor:=J ~ ~ they had paasecl thro.ugh five 

unfriendly tribes of Hottentots before 'being received by the 

I.ragoasche; the latter ·ho.cl v:arned them not to proceed furth0r 
. . 

tow8.rd the Cape,· a a they would have to ~ cion tend with tribes 

e.rmeu with bowa a.ncl . arrows. 'fwelve of the sailor~? had not· 

.heeded this ...... 
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R. 1 n ".Belangrijke Historische Dokumenten" (Theal) Part 11. g ivee' I ·' 
a ·translation of the journal of. "Het' g~ljoot de Noord" ' 11; 

. (Cape Archives Library) 1 :~ 
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h e eded this warning, and had never b e en se en· a gain. The 

trac ta occupied by the .Maco.aeche were, accordine to . these 

men, very fertile, with beans, pumpkins and watermelons 

growing in abundance. The country was swarming with wild 

animals .. elephants; bears, wolves, tigers and snakes." The 

Kufira were well formed in body, were ·swift runner~, and we r e 

clothed lik e the . Hotte~tots at the Cape, except tha t the girls 

were more handsomely ornamented. They were kind and hospitable, 

but very Lazy • allowing their womenfolk to do a.ll the hard . . 
work. On all . these points did' the sailors agree, an<l the _fact 

. that .in many o'ther respects .their accounts disagreed, eug~eo ts 

a ct:rtain amount of truth in the foregoing. · 

(b) THE VOYAGE OF THE "N'OORD" { 1688-1689) 

A similar expedition was undertB.ken in the s ame year, 

this time in a galiot named ''De Noord"J the . company of 19 

pers.ons set out from Table Bay .on Tuesday 19th October, 1688 , 
.-

~nd reached :Pelagoa Bay on Novembe r 15'th. Here they rernained 

until the end of December, and on the return journey· they 

picned u11 two surv,ivors of the "Staveniase" - the boatswain 

and the mate's boy- just north of Natal (lat i t ude 29°28 '). 

On 26th Januar~, 1689 t1!ey found th.emselves near a river, 

to the west .of which was the.f~ck fr'?m wh i ch t h ose n i n e t een 

mBn had been embarked almost a year. .before. That night a 

s torm drove them wesbvard·a but two day's late r on Friday 28 th, 

with a south vTiJld helping thelll, they passed the s a me rock, 

and a nchored to the east of it "before a great river where 

,the surf broke heavily so that ••• saw no chan~e of entering." 
'--

Theal' a· translation of the events which followed. reacl s thus; 

"Cow:l ng to anchor here, we instantly put out. our boat •••••• 

rowi ng towards the shore with six men; on approaching the 

. surf, we ••••• 4 • •• 

!/; 
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the resolution of ·the co'uncil of Policy and a copy of t 
journa~ kept by Carel Haupt • . (Cape Archives Library) 
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surf, we dropped a dredge, and the boatswain, Arij Kient, 

• • • • • • swam throue;h 'the surf to the shore, ~ri th a letter 

to be given to the Hollande~8; . this was irllmediately under 7 
. . . 

taken by the natives . on. the request of the boatswain,· who 

the reu;pon swam back to the boat." · As far as can be found, 

thiB is probably the firat instance . of an entrance being 

made into what is now Buffalo harbour, and is thus an ·in­

teresting event i n the history of East London. 

'+he account further relates that the note broueht.- two 

white men · to the shore early that afte rnoon . A boat was 
. ~-.e.s1~ . 

sent to: the surf to. meet them," h.n old man. named J?aij Isaa(l 

swu1n to it ·through the breakers. The other wou~d not riGk 

thi13 _pGrformance, · and signalled. to them to fetch him frorn 

Coffi11 Rock, . The weathe·r did not . ·all.ow of this being done 

until. the 3unday, when . an attempt :proved unsuccess.ful, al­

thou6h the man and his ·would-be· ·resouer came within two boats' 

1 engtha of each other. Because of the strong east ·wind ~nd 

the current, the people of the "No ord" were obliged to 1m t 

her before the wind, leaving the stranded sailor to ·his fate. 

T3EUTL)tf!~ _,_1 Zi4.. 

Durin·g the Becond ·yea't of Ryk . Tulbagh's eover::-10rahi.p, 
' 

the Council of Po 1. icy pas sed a .re eolu tio n to the effect t:1 a t 
. 

u. journey would be undertake.n ."ter ontdekkinge ·Van· die wa.are 
I •• 

geuteltheijd d~r hier binnenwa.art·s leggende landen en dlea 

bewoo.ridera" !.e .• to fincl out the true condition o:f t11e lunds 

ln the interior and their inhabitants. 
.. , 

. ~ ; I I This e=<ped i t1on J!lCt<.nt :i • 

~!I 
" but.dnel3B and WaS 8,plendidly cquipr.~ed - there were 71 , peOJ,)le 

t . 

inclu.din~ Beutle~ (the leader), Carel Abregt Haupt .(who was :J 
to keep the journal), Carel Da.v iU. '//en t .z':' J.. (a surveyor and . .q 
lllupmaker), a botaniot and a surgeonJ there were 11 ox ·.·r!lgc;ow j~.il 

. . ~ :fl 
in aclrJ.ition to a boat for rivers. The map on the next D~ee :1 ~ .dl 

.i 
I I'• 

1:3 take n f ·l"ow ••.. ~··· 'f· 
;~ 
if: 
I' 
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"KORTE 3CHI~T3 V AJ.t DE M.i\f13CH eehouden 011 de Togt in clen · 
Juare 1752 ter ordre va.n den 7/el Edelen Geotr. · Heer C'rou·..re:cneur 
;-:~- k Tnlh ~teh . oi1dernoomen ter ontdelckince der hier. nun Co.1Jo de 
'::oeJe IIoo.p binnenwaart'E:1 le~sende lanclen en daar il'me VvOO(!e nde· 
'Jolke ren. 11 
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, ·'r· ~ i.-: , 
(• ! I · ' 

• • I . 

,. 
I· 

:i.' 
' 

• : ,, I 

' I I 

1
• J•'t!,_'.(.o_' ___ ::.:...s_•1s_o:....'-----=A-r-6-' ____ ::r.P;...:..:.td_'-.---~-~~::-.~:;...td::_' ___ __,lt~t:t-:•J~d=-'-·-----=d~Dc.:o::...' ___ =d~· j:.:::"O:_'_ ' ·jj 

>- . ' 
~~ 

6 
I o~ 

Jt'll•' 1------+------+-·-·'~--·J ____ . --1---\------r--·---"-.,~ 
'·. ; . 

j.t,• 1---
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' ia· tak~n f-rom .the eastern section of the .map draym .by ·,·/entzel, 

a CO.PY of which may be seen among the mapa kept fn ' the Archives 

at Cape town. 

The 
. ... 
expe<li tion, which set out on the laa t day of February 

17)2, arrived on the . )th June at· what the maprtlaker called the 

''Chij s Channna" river - he mentions that this was the name usecl 

for it by both the Kafirs and th~ Hottentots - it is, ·or 

c ourse, our Keiska.ma. river. On June .. the 1)th the Croman_'lca 

(Chalumna) river waa · crossed,. and two days later .they reached 

a large flowing river, which the natives called the "Kuuka" .. 

or "Buffels'1 rive1•. "ICauka" ia evidently the · nearest a.Qp roach 
. . . 

X 
7/entzel could find to spelli'ne; · the. I~affir name "Q.once", the 

name by which Kfng William' .s Town (on th.e Buffalo) is still 
. . 

known by the natives. Lt. Col. Mitchell, who was 3urveyor · 

' 
I 
i 
\ . 

' 
l. 

i . : I 
General of the Colony in 1847 made a ··better. attempt . at spelling \ 

l, 
thi1:1 word in a inap of the Eastern frontier - he called it the. ,, 

'I 

"Konk~ 11 river. 
h 

l'he name "Buffela" given by We ntzel is, however, .:j 
:{ 

the first indication or' a name euggentine; ·the Buffalo. for thls 

river, and it certainly discounte.nances ·a .theoryx that it re 4 

ceiv·e<l. its name becauee Capt. Roper of the Gth Ree;t. shot a · 

Buffalo on its banks during the. middle of the 1-9th century. · 

Th e members of the expe<l.i t ion decideU. to 11a.y a viai t to 

the 111ou th of thi 8 river, · to find out whether. there was a. 

sui Gable · har1Jour in such a beautiful stretch o:f country . This 

they t h ought ne ceso ary in cewe they ahould run short of' pro-. 

viBione, or~ the -Ka ffirs unvrilling to barter cattl P. . 

There is ......... 
--------------·----·-------

x 'The Municipal c6at of arms of King Williams town bears .the 
motto "EQ,ONCE MALICUME". 

* Advanced by. Yr. J. Powell in a paper given in 1919 before 
the S.A. ·society :for the Advancement of Science • 

. '~ : 
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·i 
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I 

I 

'j 
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There is, however, no men~ion of their huving vis .itecl ~he 

·Buffalo L1ou th, while . the · 'llW . ..(l ohovrs that Lhey a.pprou.che<.l the 

. coaat . only as ' they neat'ed the river !1agoerij. They rue t L.l.rBe 
.. 

numbers of Kaff ira, who showed no signs of moving avfa:y until 

they heard oome r iflc . al armf!. 13eu Ll er a.nd a no thel' e.xpl ored 

the coaGt on the 21 at June, and o.n the frill.ow i ng day the .11ar'ty, 
' . 

havine; worked its. way in a 3.E. direction . throuuh a "wijdloopig. 

doornbo~ch" • came to the river lTagoe.rij, which they crot:3secl 

·where the water was salLy. . . 
The name of this river is f.ll)el.t 

11
na Goerij" in the dlary, · and refers. to tlvi fo.ct that it was 

near the . pl.ace .. of Goer ij , a chief 1 i ving in those Darts. It · 

is without doubt the river which ie now called No.hoon; h~.wine; 

pasrJed th :r<;>Ueh ata.ges when it was ·called "Ga.koon" or "Kahoon". 

The Journey co·ntinued well b 'eyond the Great Kei River until 

the middlA . of . July .. when the return trip. was coJm;lenced. This, 

however, glvea no i'nformo.~lon of the coa:Jtal ·regionsi· as may 

be gathered from the more ·northerly route talt.::e JJ , Tl1Us i .t is . 
. . . · ~ 

oe~?n that the Buffalo. ri.ver and its vicinity · ·~ known to white 

men in the 17th · and 18th centuries • 

.. 
r 

. \ ,• 

1~.,: 
' ' 

l ' l· ·· 
,l .i 
I'·: 
'I I . 
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R. 1 "An Account 'of Kaffraria" (1803) Rev. van der Kemp -
to · b~ fo und in the Mendelssohn Collection Library 
(Ref.r L.8), Houses of Parl~ent, Cape Town. 

R. 2 "Missions in Caffraria from their commencement to . the 

~ . ... . 

. ' 

present time" - this was published in 1833 in Dublin 
by the Religious Tract and Book Society for Ireland. 
A copy of the book may be found in the Mendelssohn 
Collection Library, Houses o~ ~arlipent, Cape Town. 

Imperial Blue Books. Volume 11. (Native Tribes 1835) 
Part 1. p. 177 (Cape Archives) 
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j_QJ_Q__, ___ 'Dl.~.K.lt.Bt serious gttempt ~Q..--~~11.~ :Suff~l_q_mou th 
u !3 · a. h 1.'.x"b o u :r • 

(a) TilE 2th ]C/Ji'IR WAR JH334-35) 

·Missionary recorda show a great activity in · ur~affraria" /(r. 

from the beginning of the 19th cen ~ury :i.n the o.()ening yeqr . . 

of \1\·hi ch Dr. ,~ anderkemp cro a sed the Fish· River. He :;.rr i ved 
• ' . . -ry VT?"I ~~ 

at Gu.ika'u. kraal "near the river T~Chommi" ('t.n:qli.-P.) on 20th · l{t. 

Sept~;Jnbcr, aml stayeu .there for four months, his departure 

beit1g reeretted by Gaiko. and his l)eople. · One reo.dG of ll18.ny' /(~. 
' 

familia1· names such as Williams (H316), Read (1316), Brownlee 
. . 

(1820), Bennie (1821~, Ross (1~23), Kayser _(1827.), and. others 
i . , 

, ':. in plen.ty • . Probably the first X:osa .chief. to bcco_me a ChrL:d~i~~n 

was John Tzatzoe (Tsh~tshu) - ~hose name is often ~entioned in 

.' mla1-3ionc!ry paper's of thi" time, and whose father -resided in 

the viclnity of the Buffalo River. The two miaaion stations 

:neareHt to the mouth of IJ1e Buffalo were ?esleyville (a.1)out 

10 rniles from ·tile Chalunma mouth) and Mount Coke·, founded in 

1323 .and H325 respectively. A lelit.er written b~r Mr. :Jha\;! 1(3 

from ·.ve:~leyville on April .6th 1826 tells of the friendly 

at ti turJ. e of the tribe r3 of Pa to o.nd hi:::~ .l)ro t~er Congo, and 

of the serious inconvenience they were stlffering as a result 

of the tre~ty made wi~1 Gaika in-1819 by So~er8et. The 't 

corr~ctne!:JS of 1-~r. 3haw'o est.imate of Pato will be noticed 

time u.nd again. and the fac.t that rato's :people were l:.::.ter . 

locate<l alon({ the lower reaches of the Buffalo muut h1;we had 

a bearing on · the early history of the Buff:1lo mouth. A.s it . 

'Nas, the treaty V!i.th Ga.ika in 1819, by which the countl:y_ 

betwPe n the Fish and Keisk~na rivera waa to be Britioh 

tert"l tory ......... 
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R, 1 

R. 2 

I mpcr:J.al Blue Books. Volume 1X (Kafir War 1836 -37) 
Part 1 p.41 (Cape Archives) 

Extracts ·from a "Narrative of a Campaign in Kaffirland tr 
in 183511 by Capt. James E. Alexander, appeared in the .· 

"East London Daily Dispatch" of April 29th, 1931, in an 
article contribut~d by Mr. ·W.R. Bovey. 
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land 
the· 
n an 

1 3. 

tert'i t.ory, uninhabited as far as l,>OS::Jible, COI:J.!,1l0.tely dis­

orcan.L~ed .D<?li tical relations am.ong native trlbe:.J.. !.~r. 

Sh aw, in the aame l~tter, oaye of .Pato ·and Cobus1 II ., ..... 
the whole tra.c t of country f ·ormerly bel o n~ing to. them, 1 ie s 

1F.:> tween the Fish . ni ver· aml . the Ke e skamind, being a . narrow 
' 

tract along the coast. This they were obliGed by th~.t treaty 

"to relinquish, and have ever ·since· inhabtteu a c?untry that 

·belongs of right to the tribe of ·rsa\nbie." ·This . disor~:Y.ni~Hltion 

. munt have been one of the prime . causes of the 1335 war fro1:1 

the Kafir!3' point of view •. 

The tr~aty which had at no ·time worked out successfully, 

broke (lawn when Gaika died in 1828, leaving ':Jandel i' as his · 

heir in the care of his · wiclow .Sutu. Another son, Mucomo, 

aasui11ed the regency, an<l he ·was one of the c.hief in~J hgators 

of the subsequent disturbance. The .uetailH of the Kaffir 

invasion of Dece.mber, 18)4 are too · well known to need rer~e-;-
.. . 

tition; suffice to so..y that 11y . the middle of /qHil, Colonel . 
I 

:gar.ry !3mi th had helped Sir Bf:'nj amin D 'Urban to· clo.im poeHession 

of the country up to the Kei .River. On the 10th May, 1835. !ft 
. . 

th.l H wae ewbodied in 8. pro cl ama t ion by the Governo-r which 

reads as follows& tl!.'t11ereas in the months of Decewber and · 

.Jn.nuaxy las·t ........ Tyali, !~racomo, Eno, 13otmv:, T'3larubie, 

Dushanie anJ others· ••••••• broke ·intn the colonial fra ritier ~. 

..•.. I have ·defe.ate.d (them;' ~ •••••• and conquered thei:r 

t c r r i. t rn· y • • • • • • • I no vr • • .• • • . • p r o c 1 aim • • :. • • • • e as t e r n 
v -

boundary •••••.. right bank of the Kye TU ver • • • • • • • aho ve 

ruentlonecl chief s LU'e 'for ever exp,~lled." 
•) 

An int.eresting narr::~.tive of the campaign in 183r5 haa 1/ , 
I • _ 

bc t~n given .by Captain (afterwards Glr) Jame:3 ;~.1e:.~ancler., · who 

at that· ~i1ne was on the staff of ~>i-r 'B. D'Urban. He ,tells · · 

UHJOM OEf.\fiHlEUT ~;~;~~~=- .. -t 
of an exlH:d. i tion ... 

[ I r:~ r::-> :'- \ :-~'" .' 
- 1 .. :.> 1 ' I ' I • I 
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~1153 L I OT L E 1'\ 
OLA~ 'J 

. : 

' : ' 

: I 

·'l i 
. , I 

' I 

f 

1.1:· .. ,.1 

r ::il 
. ., 
. ~ ) I 
l . ; 
!'• .i 
~ ~ : 

' 



II 
;/ 
'I I 

I I 

··' i;::: 
· I' 

r: 
I ,. 

·! 

II 

I 
J 

:I 

Page 14. 

R. 1 Imperiai Blue Books. Volume IX (Kafir War 1836-37) Part 
p.41 ff. (Cape Archives) 

· , . 

·, • ' 

•. 

' .. . 

.. . '• • -
'. . . 

• l • • 

. .. · 

. . ·. ,· 

., .. . I . 
I o ' • I . . 

".· r 

. .. 

. . . ' ·~ 

.) 

: • I,'\ 

. ': 

· ' 

. -1: . : .. · 

! ' 

. . \ . 
. : .. ' .. 

I ,' 
. ' 

I f , ! ', 
' , 

.. ' . ... . 

. '/ 
·· .. · \ . · .. ', ·' . _,' ,· 

,.. L' : 
· : •• ; J ! ' ,\ 

i . ·; 
:.· 

I . 

I . 

f. 
; 
I 
r 
I 

:o,f I 
' i ' 
'·.~ I 'I , I 

. ; ,1 
F'!· ~·! ... , . 

li :.: 
t . I 

' 1,; ., , 

i. ', 

I 
• I 

•,: :1· 
' ' ' ) ' ,. 

it' ~-'I ... , 
I I' I . 11 

<1 
[. ,, ' 

';I' ;: , I ,, ·, 
I! 1: 
·I .. ,,;J 

•: ·'' ; : " I 

..: · J:, 
o ~ ~ I ! ' : 

•I 

'· ·' }·I I 
'l.' i lj 
.1 , I 
:II 1'1 
I. , I t 
•;: i\' 
;l j ' .. 



Part 1· 

.I • 

of ..,.an e.::':pe<li ~ion. und e r Col. 3 rn i'th to cl car th-; ccm n try n ~ar 

the seo.. ~nd examine the mouth of l;he :Buff9.lo. 

l ik P. this '.vhen l)lana were being made for the ad. Jninistrn. t ion 
;( (J . 

or Lhc new ·l,)rovince of Q.ueen .Adelaide, the nec,e.:w i ty ·or a 
/ 

sca1-'ort · near the scene of ~ctiv i ti~a wao e8se'n tial, e.ncl 

of <.lff .:.dr :~ . 

•r11e C;{l_)etlit.ion left heatlquo.rters (i:l'ort Hill, King i'f.i1I i o.111 1 : J 

Town) on 28th ~ay, · p as F:Jed !.~aunt Goke, and mov ed al,ong t he . 

riclee betwe en the Buffalo ancl Ghalumn a -qiver !J . On the ne?: t 

U<\'-' the Buffalo was' crossed, and, the cavalry l?Ursuir1g a 

" ~.1po o:: " beyoncl the Uahoon River without successt t he e:r.ped i tion 
I~ . · • • • 

~·. ncar the mouth of . the J;3uffalo among Kaffir gar ue nG. 
~· . / \" 

Tlte observations of the n.e~t ·day rnn.y be put . into· Car) 1~ain 

Alexander•s own words. 11 1rext mo rning Kaffirs and cattle vrere 
,.../ . 

found . a.mo~g the strane;e sand· hills by t he s·eash ore , but ·by 

awimming the .kine over a creek t hey got them cl ear off. ·.-re 

galloped to the mouth of the B~ffalo, anct 'N i thin it found a 

flat of san4. on which vw.o rnuch spoor of hi11.P01•otami , and the 

river running de~p and ft,.Ill uncler . t h e s t e e_p r i ah t ba:n'k. Up-

v.ra.rds it ,o).>e ns out into a. .fi ne l eJce , and is quite unfordabl e 

for four 1niles, to the junction of the f r esh and sal t vra ter.. 

Ther e if:! twe lve fe e t of '!lat er on t he. bar at higl1 watP.I' , ~ml 

s ix ~. t ebb, and, . wit.h · 1~eacons on the oand h i lls· at .the mou th, 

the Buffalo promisee to ~e a good port fot t he new ;rovince, •• " 

Here we h a v e probably_ the. firs t OJ?en e::':.pretnion of the ~::~ui t -

<1;b LJ. i t.y of th c Buffalo mo u th for a ,;?Or t; al .to e;e thcr , he :3a.y :-i , 

they "were wuch d i::> l i gh t e d and ·sur,prised , ••••• wi t}1 the 

be.:luty a.11•l prowise of thi r; .Part of the new .!.Jrovlnce. 11 

Tl~ i_s ne'N province was , ucco rd lne to" ,pr.oclwn:.1.tion , to be 

guarc.led by a r3 er i ee of co n8 truct.ed for ta, the ~hree on 

the Buffalo being numed Fort s Ri l l, :Murre.y .1.nct Beresford; th"'! 

rem3.ins of ........ 
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ren1alns of Fort Hill·, 

1 
, .. 
J.• 

Hlu.,Y be seen nex.t 'to hw 1owen t o; the three reservoirs in 
. . . . 

I-cinG \:iillla.m8tbwn. · .I{ine; '.7il1iam8to,·m, whi ch was buiJ.t round 
I 

the :3i'te of Fort Hill, received its name on the 2t .. th }.~ay 1335', 

and · on June· 11th D'Urbu.n re l:urncLl to the Cape, leaving 0ol. 

3znith .tn ch:;~_rge of frn nti e r o,ffairu. 

a. Coi!lml?t>ion for the set tl~:mcnt of the friendly tri11e~;~ within 

the new pruvi nee, and· in his de Gl)a tch of the 7th :Ho veJnber to 

·Lot'.d Glenelg he enclosed a mu.l,J ehovrins · thi~ · lo cation· ·of 

natives, Pa t .o, Kama and Cobu3, the sons of Congo; ~er~ 

placed alo n g · the aea coast 1)ewteen the Fi. :1h . .:tnd Buffalo ~iver8, · 
(foiJ~ftt .... t;J) . . .· owi-

while the Tslambia, in return for good behavie:x, received. the 

cou.r:3tal belt between the. Cahoon . and .Kei Rive rs; 

strip between the .Buffalo and Cahoon rivera .was to be reserved 

for white peoi,le. 

H!NZA 's 

T)le frh,ndly J?ineoeu were loca.ted vre st of l,h~ Etrff<.1.lo, '/1'.:. 

(~r:t..1 b ,:,; ;;• .. GovernmGnt lTo tice or the 2Jrd Hovr;·lr11.1 er, P a. to, Ku.ltla 

ju .l'l:Jtl .ict.i.on o~el' naLi.ve tribeo only. I .t · i :3 cowl•!on kno·,.yledse 

but b~fore . . . . . . . . 
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Naval and Military 1847 (Ref. C.O.l063) / ... 

. ,· 

., 

. ·, · •.. . ! 

' . ' .. ·· 

.J 

. . ' · 
, . .. : 

' t : · · ·. . . ... 

•' 

\. 

1,. 

... I 

I 
i 
J 
I 

I 
! 
~ 

f. 
. l 

! 
I 

l 
f 

I 

" I 

i .-:! 
'•,: .: 11 

I 'I 

• I · . .. 
" · .. ~ I ... , 

.-1, .1 ...... '• : l 
~ 1 . . .,. 
: . . 
.. •' 
~ ~ ; . ·I 
i :: 

'.j/i; 
·t ·,;,1 
.. ; ! il 

, " I 

.': ': I: 

.J •.! 
·:I t 



but bef.ore t.h.J.~ harJpencd, certain noteworthy events took 

l'Ltce at the mo uth of the Buffalo :!1iver. 

J\n e.x ttac t fJ~om t.he Grahanw town Journ:-11 of 11th Febru~·r·u 
- '-4o ., t 

1 ,., '), d 
u _;(.) l'ea sa- "Capt. Bailie hao, we are i nf armed, be en active-

ly e11!1.1loyed of late in examining the mouth · of . the Buff a1 o, . 

with a vie·1v to its capabilities for maritime j.JUr_poscs. His 

r e port, we understand, is mo:3t :favourable; and is to the 

folJ owin[:; effectl- Vessels of 10ft. draueht _of vro.ter , 2.nd 

·even 12· ft, if proper~y managed, 1nay enter at s_;,.1ring t i (le·s. 

_The _place .Posseases eyery ·requisite of .easy roads, .Plenty of 
• ' 

fresh wate~ and f~ne timber. There is sood erazine; a fine 
. I 

open sea, anrl no 's a~lcl ihills . ·;~similar rr:-po.et to this w.::1.e 

made by Capt. Bail.ie years ago, with .reeard to the ])'ish ::1lver 

wltich is infinitely to be 1)refe.rred, in l)Oint of Bi tuat.Lon; 

~o the Buff a.lo; and yet no noti-ce has been talc en of tl1e 

subj er::t by government. 11 

Tl1ia ·John Bailie was the lcacler of or,e of the .ro.rtiea of ;:{; 

the H320 settlers, and it was he who, going further. th~n a 

rnere e):_preFJ s io n of the su~ tabil i ty __ of the B\.1:".ra1o for 8. 

h;:.:.rhour, actually sue~epted to the GcYernor t.h~tt a ~mrvey be 

lll\lde . It Vla::J tolerably certain that the GoYernor 1. n.b:nyJe.:l · 

c;; t~~1."1l i.l~hinc; a chain of fort~ from Kint: \'iillic.rn::Jtowr~ to the 

~ea., in order to 11rotect the belt between the ~bhocn and 

BuffLtlo TUvel'B renerved_for . vtl;d.te setUeru. ·;then, ten ycar.fJ 

l.:J.ter, the _l,)or:Jition on the frontier vtas oomeY:h<.'•.t similar to 

!'l.:::.n l;o 3.it' I'eregrine },b,itl~.nd fo1: l::11'1rlin;3 f.:Jtoree ':..:.nd tl'OOlHJ 

at the 3~ffulo mouth, givea some interesti n g facta relating 

to ov~nto at that spo ~ in 13]G. 

ir~. fJ l_.;.,_nce of the lo.nd in~ of t;(lO<l::.l took .Lll:::.cr. -':J.t 

!Ie tell?\ u~J the foJ.lov:int: nevnJ 1l "In the yea r 

thu.l. Gl' O 1.. 
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R . 1 Colonial Office Records (Cape Archives) Volume 803. 
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17. 

it was known that the province of Queen Adelaide would be 

given up, Sir B. D'Urban, on the suggestion of Capt. Jno. 

Bailie of the Provisional Companies, directed a survey to 

be made, and soundings taken of the mouth of the Buffalo 
' ..., 

Rive~, with a view of_ landing supplies for the troops in the 

centre of the Provinc·e. Capt. ·.Bailie was accompanied on this 

duty by a Mr. George Rex, a surveyor, and . their report of the 

state of the river and channel being favourable, it was trans-

mitted to. Mr. ·Petre, Commissy. General at Capetown, who in 
\ 

consequence made · a journey on purpose from Capetown to the 

Frontier to inspect the p~an . himself; xon his return he took 

up a vessel called the "Knysna" (180 tons burthen, and commanded 

by Capt. Findlay) the property of Mr. John Rex, son of the 
. 

surveyor and ·a merchant of Capetown, loaded her with stores for 

the ~roops, and immediately despatched her on the trip to find 

out the river as well as she could •••••• I was ordered to the 

mouth of the river by Col. England, then commanding the province 

of Queen Adelaide, with 100 men to establish a post tbere, and 

superintend and assist in the landing of her cargo." This is 

not all he has to say, but before proceeding it 

to study a Memorial drawn up by John Rex on the 29th September, 

1836, and p~esented to Sir Benjamin D'Urban. Y~. Hex probably 

had been as impressed by the possibilities of the Buffalo mouth 

as had his colleague, Capt. -Bailie, and he was prepared to 

take the risk of entering that river if the Government 

were ready • • • • • 

. •. 
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. . . . .. I x "••••• it was some months before Mr. Petre ••••• could 

obtain a ves sel to carry stores there Mr. John Rex at 
length tendered the brig 'Knysna 1 1 · anJ was accepted" (Gra­
hamstown Journal: 12th June, 1847 J. ·. 
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1 3. 

"l:elilorialist", he wri~es, 11 ;J.luo _ 

looktJ forwar ca.· (unU.er L.lw favc:"~ ur of I'rov iJ.enc~) to O.J.If·ninz ;1. 
/ 

1-':crc:J.ntile eutabl:i.nhmen ·~ at the mouth of the aaiJ. river, foi' 

.. .. ... t}tc r.::·frJ re 

}JUmbly p:r.~.!,YI3 ••••••• to ,3-ra.nt hin! a piece of L1n•l or f:J..rl:l 

" of ]000 Jilorgcn •••• , •• boundec1 1)e tween the Ti lJ.ff3.lo :;,.n(l Cohl) 'Jtt 

~i Vf.! t'S. l.~eworialis t further l:lrays . ••••••• 'uncert2.Ln l~y · . ...... 
e;:l-'C'nse . ••••••• 1~erson~l daneer • , • • • • • th~t shquld h~=; ul-

timately be 8~Cceoeful . in th~ enter~riae ••••••• rlea8~d to 

e;ra:nt him the exclusive· p'r.lvllee;e .and right of tru.r.U.ng to . , . ,. 

and from the Buffalo River for a term of eishte.en C~le.nd a.r 

L'lonthe." The Governor has ma.rle a brief note in thFJ rn< .. r:;::in; 

"I h~ve no :pow·er. B,J)." J.~r.. John ·nex refera to hi!~ bo~t in 

thiB Uernorial as the ·Colonial brig "Knyl:3na" of the Bur then 

of 140 tons, V!hereao Ca:pt. BidcJulph r .e ckoned . it a 130 tonn~r ··. 

- John· Rex was more· l.i~ely to be accurate, . for the bl'it; was 
I 

builL 1)y hiG father, Georee !lex, on the bank of the Kn:,..:::~na /{; 

TI.iver.· . 

An a(lverti!:3ement ill\)C'-tr~:.•cl in t .he G:rai·tatnstown J()urnal of 

the · Gt.h Oc~ober, 1:3jG, the text of· v.1hich is v.rorthy of l!Jt?n~.ion • - . 

To TTIADBH3 <.!ntl o thP.rs 'l.'i thin the Pro'rince o:t (~ne•:>n 

AtleLJ.ide :;.nd ito vi c.L ni ty. 

Tl1e Brie Ki:f{0lTA ~v:lJ.l bP. ;,1.t tl1c Jllou t!1 of t.h~~ Ih~:ff.:-'1.10 
r!iv e r abou t the 20th of Oc ·l,obcr, huvin5 .-,n h o:trd .n.n "~ ;:; ~JnrteJ. 
c ;.:.r[;;o o r article :; c:tlcuLtted for 1:.11e m::..6::~ ~ of ~h'.:: ;-:!·€''.'·' 
:'.L'•Jvlnce, f~.>l' ··:hlch prn(luce v:ill be rcct:i.ver1 in l;~l.'! . .e:t•, or.· 
"L; t ':'~" 1•: i11 b E· :Jol•l for c:..\·::h ••••••• T~1 c ::;~tiJrt c.lit:d.:::.nc~: f'.'nJ!i 
L}H: •llfft>rt:.~nt To:Jt8 in l.he Xew I'rovln·::c to :,)1P. Jr)I'I';JL11 of.. ~he 
~l...ifft'-lo,. anrl thP. so ~ , :l ne•;J::J o.:: the roc:Ld·.-:1 .:.?.,rV'l l·~~Jl.ure , t.nt_;;el.he :r 
·.•. i.l,h 1.JH! .full Grall•.lltJ:JLown l-'d.ceB whi ch !.:t· , .T. .'1.:':·: Vii1.1 ~iv(" 
c1 .i ' ::.:.1ln','l in 'bu.rter, lliU :.:J t r.:onv:i.nc'.: cvr~r:/ L .c~· '· ··;· ~-' ' l.hP. n.tl­
V:l.nt::t~e t_.:, hiH! o:C re8or t,inc; Lo thir; ne•:v ! il ~r~·J: t ••••••• 

.1.. er '::l o:n:J •.u::ll'O:H!t1 I;•) uhi.l) l;lle.tr .J:'1' 0Chic e for t.h~ ::: ~.:..~ ·~ ll! :.~.~:!(' f~ t 
ll'i.!.Y'. :•.V:.li.l t1v:tw::•: 1vt:'.!3 .of the nri.3 .K;-it'"')~L'1., •t:hi.t::h '·'·'ill rr: cr?i'Je 

!..}-' r)(1. <J on Fr e i ~11 1,'. 11 
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R. 1 Colonial Office Records (Cape Archives) Volume 1063: 
Nava l and 1\:Iili tary 1847. (Ref .c .0.1063) 
N.B. This collection includes 1836 correspondence 
to the Buffalo mouth. 
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The ''.Tourn<l.l haB sorne r e: :1:.:1rlc~· to T!l ::.'kc 

~.~uch .:.!.ll effort to e.xtencl its 1:1ari.tiwe reo3ourcc8 not b the 

G•.• vern;ncnt, but. to che _rub l i. c sl,) i r it of 1-.~r. -qex , 

A letter fro1rJ CapLrJ. i n 13.i<l·iul vh to· Lt. GoJ.. 3nel~ml u.t .A:;: 

arri. v a l of the · "ICnysna.11 at about noon that wr)rn.L_n~ . In h i8 

1G·~IJ u.ccount or thi::J, BiJ.rJuJ.ph S:::!.:fO ·that he hiJl!~elf l,ll:J.nted l'~ 
... 

the 3riti::;h lnae on o.n ewinence on the :Ca::;tern :.:~icll'! of ·the 

riv~:rx, ;_.~.nd ~:~.::..·rived just in time to make 3. ~ isno.l t•:J the 

ohiiJ u.~ ~lhe wa!:'l .!)anaing by· the river, :for .by her C~.f.li~e.in'8 
. . 

reckoning . they hu<l not yet -passed t~e Kowie! The C: aptaln 

a m1 the Or:ner (John Findlay an;.l. John Rex) went a.Hhore in a , 

~ l:Ja1l .boat, bu L, as th e WP:..:.ther was rouc11 , tl1e former d.eclderJ 

th:::.t the "l~ny ~na " Bhoul(l ~ot attem,pt to ente r the :t~iver Ut1~il 

h e hacl made· hi !3 own s oundings. The re!::lul t of hiH work waG t o 

co1w l.r1ce him that it wu.G irill'ra.cticable to brin3 in ·~t ven::i,~l 

of that size vt ith .rerfect o afe1:.y. The~r decided, therefore, 

to land the storeG in the ohip' s boats on the Vi}i~3'!'.:.::RN. oide 

of the rivt-r, close to .B idclulJ.)h'G calllll· "(T:id.s) was do ne, 11 

u ~r fi Ceip t. B icl•.i.ul .Ph, "in the mo 8 t ex,9ert mC:'. lii JP:r y, L U1ou t ::i 

cow.Lng fro rr. :~he ship to the. ::>hore, or ·'1 c;,:;s. Th1:! :n1i'.l? took 

i n a car.:;o of hides to. the C~pe · on ht:>r retur n , h:~v.i.n!2 'been 

iJ t"! "1' e: tr:..1.l e u ~': i thou t 1 o ;3 inc un anchor. . . . . . • • C2..f' ~~~ 1.11 

:il:oc1-\:•:•n8t.rom , th~n I ,t. ~ovRrnor, ca.::e 

·,.,.~1 i 1. ;:; t I ·n:as ..... 
- -----------·-------·-

x ·c.f. Cory's Rise of S.Africa (vol. 5) p.30 "Mr. :Bailie 
tells us that ·his first procedure on landing was to erect 
some sort of pole on ·an eminence on the eastern bank and 
to hoist the British flag: 
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of Lhe :3 torco, and com~ .lder c (l it of so ro~uc ~l iJh..:,)oc tc.nce tht::. t 

h e l1BJned it . "Port Rex" (af~ e r t.hc ovrn•;r of. the veo8 el) u.lHl 

I believe i n the treatie:3 "'hich he u.ftervr:.\rd:'J 1nude \'!ith thB 

clt1.~?f ? :1 to, the ri.ght of H. · l,~ajesty to f orm n :Qos t there 

\r~G st i.;.'lll~t~tl f o1~ •..•... " 

(The wri.ter has been fortunate ·enough to get ·in touch 

with a grandson of the late Capt. John Findlay, and his 

statements go to verify the abovementioned facta. The present f/ 
i I 

Mr. George Fin~lay wri tea as follows 1 "A day or so before thd 

10th September, 1836, Capt. John Findlay put in at Simonstown 

with a cargo of timber from Knysna. · The ship was· the brig 

"Knysna" built at thR.t place out of atinkwood by Mr. George 

' Rex, her owner. He· arrived to find that . the Governor had 

chartered the ship to land a cargo of grain at the hitherto 

untried mouth of the Buffalo. There were ••••••• troops 

inland in that area , and it was thought that supplies could 

be got to them mo~e easily via the Buffalo, especially if 

the bar could be crossed. Capt. John ~,indlay had gained some 

skill at this, going in and out of the Knysna mo·u th. In­

formation as to the river was not too good but ••••••• he 

said nobly that he would find it even if it were no bigger 

than a nigger's head. He got there alright and .delivered 

his cargo, but the ewell waw too heavy for her to attempt 

crosGing the bar ••••••• - The foregoing is only partly in-

diqated in contemporary letters, and principally a family 
I 

tradition as reported by an Aunt who should have known ••• u) 
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R. 1 Colonial Office records (Cape Archives) Volume 1447 
Des patch Book (1833-38) p.252. (Ref. C.0.1447) 

R. 2 Colonial Office records (Cape Archives) Volume 828 
e' Memorials 1837 (Volume 3) (Ref. C.0.828) 
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The Gr~::.fl:::.nJD tO'.'!l1 Journal of the 1 :Jt De ce:t:b €':::-, 1,.,31. 
\) \) , 

un extract from u. letter. from the 1rew :i?rovince; th:i.s 1 ci~ l..e:r. 

·tells of the o.rr ivn.l of the "Kny:J·na" ,. ·and of the impr:::.c t.i -

cability of her entering the river o~in~ to her size. ~he 

co r reFJpondent lllaintai.n8 that . anyth~ ng U.!,) to 120 ton:::~ C <:~n co:re 

in vri th the·. great~st facility. "l~ve1~ as it, i s" , he Virit1~ :;;, 

.· 
"it ie infini tel~· 1~referable to ·1\le;o2. 13:::.y, for the ~nchorc..:.rre 

any ::S ize; · and it ;i 1.:1 so open that in case of nece~ :;d.t.y th~y 
I 

could o;<:'li out to 1Jle:J. vti th . .:~.ny wind • , •• , • , The Ghc..nnel of 

th~ river is free · from heavy surfs (lUite out to seo.S an<l 

th~re is a lecle;e of flat ro.cks at the landing .::>ln.ce, forJ 'l inc . 
quite a n~1. ·l;ural' c;,uay, · within 5 m.Lnute!3' walk of the store. 

T!Jore is a au_p~)ly of fresh v1ater . on the s.vot for · the use of 

the post , an<l •• •· ••• shi..(JI.:i mie;ht l)e watered from the ! ri.Yer ·, 

&. oho rt rlistance U.P ••.• •• • • The supply of th8 frontier v:.i.Lh 

.:)ubl i c 8 tore r;; from thence v.rould . be a·ccolrJ!.Jl i r~hed 2.. t ha.lf th~· 

e~'.:pense or th~t .. by way of Al~oa Ib.y, the 1Jistance 1Jeintr not. 

wore thu.n half, . nnd the roa.d o.3 SlllO o th as . a bo,,.rl ing gc~:n.~·n~ ." 

""· nr1 o. ·f ·1 (') ·) / '-' .J. . ~ ; ...) \) .-

1 Druml!ler u nd 29 TI:J.:lh: ::.'..n:l f:lle . 3 ,::Yly ill 13.37 C::!.llJe thl? nevn~ 

..... ,. .' ~ .. o ... on1:.:.t 

'·I 
! 

: r1 
\1 

':' ,) 
. I 

·• I . r 
.··ri 

~},.:crct.::~.ry, a nd th<.'l.t tl1P. .?roviuc ~ of. (~uecn Arle;L.:.ir.1e ·:r2.s 'Lr-' 'br:! i ( : 
.. 1. 

ub: .. :J1•.loned . The JCei8k:.:tntc>. 'Naa to be tl1e e:::wtern 1)ounu~ry of ; l: I 

tlH:· Colony, an(1 e.ll tro.O.!,!G v:ere y; LL1v1.ro::.Y:1, lc.'.vlns bt:oh .Ln'J. ol:J.:r !'t 
I 

. ' . c . l;,~.P ,~r ~ n 

'll C;!,S not ,] es tl ned t.fJ 

J0 v r:: r nor · by 
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re1:1:::.in for J. nnu~ r ti·1an 10 :re.:.:,r .. ). · ; 
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to be f IJU J'\1.1. 
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lll~ovi.nce bacl ceased to be 1)o.rt o:f ~hP. Golony, an~l the 

Collection of Cu:3tom~:; at C~petown rego.nleU. :JU<::h eoods ::~.::: 

krwwn, 1)lit cert;:tin it i8 that John ·nex receive(\ 1m t scant. 

reward for his c0ur~ee and r.es(mrce. ·In th~~ yea1· 1t]4.7, v1l1en 

the ""';"lu.r of the J....v:.e" h3.d . broueht the 3uffaln regions into 

.i.' l'OJll inence once more,· a. !llea wu.s entered · in the coluw:nu of 

the 11 Gru.hams town Jourh~l of the 12th .:rune, that John Rex 

might not be depri vecl of the honour justly due to hi1e1 by · Bome 

other name beine ::Jubu ti t.u ted for that of "Port Hex". .,, . 
. u1 ~ S, 

however, fell u.pon · deaf Aars, and today . . ·.there is, to one'ti 

best knowledge,. no memorial to tho.t brave man. 
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2). 

CT{ :U: 'r~~ 1 ·1 1 • 

T}!c.-::'TJ..r of the /,~·.e rer~ults in th.8 re - o,L~~ ·!·li:!l" of t.ht:~ EnfC.::!.lO 
J.~outh, 8-lid a j,~ ili t22:L8e tL:tct"lcnt Lhe:rn (1 :Jill. 

·3tockenotro'\m ho.d put into .effect Glenels's By::;te!.1 of 

treo.tine; the native chiefs e,s "persons 11 ca...:,Jo.ble of re!l1tsing 

the significo.nce . of tre.:1ties. But this <lid not 1n~ing t!1e 

ur:oired peace, for there were ahva.ys di~1posBes:3 A cl chief~3· 

acting as agitators, and n e ither side could hold Dtr:Lctly 

to the treaties . Xo.itla.ntl, when he arriv·ed in ·1344, found 

it: necerJ::Jary to .be .more firm, and he made further: tl·e~ties, 

·allov1in.g the Ceded territory to be re!3Ularly ,;~trollerl. 

Thif:l onJ.y Gel~ved to convince the natives that the 3toc!:en~ tro{1n 
; 

recime v:as over~ ·and:, from correspondence, it i s obvlou~3 that 
,A. 

t~bitland, lb.re und Maclean could :..>·enl3e an immin~nt Ko.~'Lr 

rising. Referrin~ to Pato and. Cobus Congo, vrho occupied 
0 0 

the coe.~tal regions 'between ' the KeiskOJna c.nd 31~ffalo rivers, 

Hare writes in M:>.rch 1846t "lhave •• .••••. never. e:!'ltcrt:::.inec3. ;(, 

c. H./ e;:o o<l opinion of either since Kalrla left them, and. . he left 

the m fo r e;q pd re.:.~.sons." In the fol.lowine; J!lon l;h ·y.rar was d8-

cl;;:.ted 'by the Lieutenant J overnor, who <1S f3Umed the offt~ rwive; 

1 
l n1 L t he C.:.l.l'np.::.ie;n vV:1.8 not well m:::.naged, 2.ncl ~?a to' ::l we n c;;;:,1:1e 

.l 1(J:i :rl n G i n to tl1e Colony , '.'!h ere they were met 1)y u . mixed force 

About this time . (.\.LH' .il 1346).· a 

U l!Cl 

l t l~'./l e by that very Cu.,ilt o.in Bidclulph, o.,vho e:a Officer 

·:rrl t in~ from Fort Beaufort :1.t this ·ti.r:1e , .h:: t:;ivc~s o. full / '· 
I 

as c. 1 ;..::.nJ .i. r.1 e; . ~ · ...... . 
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Imperial Blue Books: Volume X. Kafir tribes (1847-49) 
Part 1 p.l64. (Cape Archives) 
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lanclln8: .Piace for ~J t;•Jres, and ::m~:.:;este that the Governor. 

shonid uuc it for. that pur.(>oue. He ..;;oints out. tllo.t !:3Uch a 

scheme wou ld !JaVe 100 wiles of c.:•.rriac;e , ·and ~t lcc:ut v~2·),000 ; 

in w.lcJition , the F .i.Hh ru,rer 'vras often .ilr!_r.'af3sa'blr:: for t en <l.:ly8 

~t a ~.irne. He also su~e;e~ts a.n e.xpeclition which . he woul<.l b~ 

h;;~ppy to accOl:•p:.l.ny, noting the urgency of .s uch a _L)lan i n the 

event of 1)robable difficulties .in the :3Ul)~Jlying of ~he tl·ool,Js. 

As far as cun be a::>cert.:1ined, lbi tl .::mrJ.. m.::.<le no use of 

these details, either i~noring the. plo.n, or toyine 'Nith the 

V:J.terloo 3u.y scJ1eme. Didr..lul;..)h'u plun t1o·eG ae~m reasono.ble 

e~oueh to have warranted a fair t .ri.zl, but a close e:::-:aminati.on I· 

of !,7u.i tl<lnd' 1:3 methode of <.l·ealin~ with Fron.ti,~r .J.E01')1ems th:;.·ow3 .. ;tl 
·I 

"~· ~. I 80J;Je li~ht on his ·attitude i:t:J. this case. Tow;:rtls the wi«.ldle · n, 

of 1046, Col, 3omeroet, havinm pursued Pato ao far ao the Kel; ~~ 
returned and 1narle his camp·on the Buffalo rive r . From this ~;! 

J,Joi nt m:1noeuvres were continue~, until in J~nuary 1347 l!.2.itl<l~lc.q ; 
, . l i 

re1)orted to _Grey that, with the exception of Pato ancl his 

fawily, every chief in Lov!e r Kafirlanrl h.:1cl B;iven in h.is 8.rm~3, 

P.m1 re ~1:3 tered himse 1 r· as a Briti~h ~ubject. 

of e1fL.:.ir_~J vrhich l .• he next Governor was to find was 

c ::.t:)l~ . 1.:::.1.-L tl ;;•.ncl ' 3 

~ 'Urb11n ' s l)vl icy. 1-Ie r·:::ports havin~ ta'ken ~wa::.r the Cede•l 

t~r :·i tory ( ...... ' ' ;t;, ' .,.,. ' 1 ) 
~ l !51'1 1)\1.\W l \ .e l :s c~wa 

" 
te t'l' i. Lory "oe.J'O nd 

-
~i veL' . .. ~11 thi!:; country •;:i th its " . ..... . 

inh::!.b .i tants I meu.n to br_ing under :81·i tish rule, a..t.>)ointing 

L'. .l!!'.lgisLe.rial commi:ni.oner to eich Jivislan ••.•... n~tive 

~ulice of!icered by Eura}eans ••••••. native }1~arli!len .. " . .. 
f ::u . ~ s .Po ~J ~3 i 01 c " . . .. . . 

7hi8 ~· cl~ ,,)rrt'' 
•J - ~ .. - ' . . .... 
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Imoerial Blue Books. Volume X. Part ll. Kafir tribes 
(1B47~49) p.26 "ff. ( r;-. ' '::: 1\rchives) 

Cory: "Rise of South Africa" Volume V p.lO. 
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2). 

t he <:nd o.f the month . 8i-r Henry l'o tt:Lne;e:c arrived Y:ith :3ir 

G~or~e Berkeley, and took ov8r . from Maitland. The new 

Goven1or c~1l!lmenced hL:l duti~s i't i th the ide~ thu.t IJ;~ ':w.r· 

wci~ over, but in one · of hiu early de8~atche8 to 3arl Grey ;1, 

ln· JIHJntloned the contraJic toi·y re1}0rts he had receive:l of 

t he :Jtate of affairs on. the f eontier. 13y the ,.;nd of :D'.:::b-

ru::.try, however, he was convi.nced · l;hc.t the wo..r ~·.'us by no I:1ea:1s 

at an ~nd., ~nd together '.vith :S·crklr:?y, he decided to or~D.nisc 

u frontier def-ence o.long the J3uffalo river, ho.!.Jeful that t,}·1e 

mouth of the river could bt::> used · as a _place for lanU.ing tr.oo1)s 

o.nd stores. 

The Buffalo rive :c w·as r..:ho::Hl.n because Pato and hi :3 o.llie:.:~, 

v:ho were :.3till o,penly at \'JC.>.r, we re occupying the country "ue- · 

't,we en ti.1c Buffalo unU. the I~e i. "My ~present notion, 11 he s ·ays, /0 
"iB th::tt I shall advance the ·1)ounclary of the· Colony to t'?1.e 

0uffc..lo river . ••••••• I J~tieht have 'oet:Jn disl)ooed to limi. t 

~ho.t .. a.ilv<:tnce to tJ1e Keisk.::;no.., 1n.rt it a.:.J.;.;ear.? to Hie (:::.ml o.lfJO 

TO\': i'!, :1nd of a 8 tron:;; _vo ::"li tion at the rnou th n:f the Tiuf:f.:.,.lo 

~lYer, •.'.'ill he one of vit:: .. l moment." Cory state::; thc~t , /(..{ 

foi' d:•• l'C8 , Pottinger's :::che1r:c '.':as to 8UbGt.i..tute the J3ufi'a.lo 

lU Ye r fo:.· ·l,h i.,.; l.ltl rpo se. 

•:: ~tCl'l= l·'covis:i.on8 (o.ml .:.)erha.l's t :coo.os) could be l .:.:.r.:d.ecl . ,\ . . 

. ::u~ce:Js.ful e:-::)e t'i1nent 'l!O.'J · ~~::rl. c .::..La t'lmaJ.l 1h;:;' ne2.:L' the J:Jr.ltt .t h 
~ . . . / ?_ 

. \ ·' 
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However, WaterlQo· Day, ao it was ~ulled, proved very !{, 
' U.aneerous in any 1')u.t;tne ~alr:Je ot weather, and the anchora~e 

wa::3 too rocky . for sa.fety. The one attempt mude .to lc.nd · 

t ro'.' l)S ended a.lmost in cl.i.G::t :J ter, and. lc.ter in the ~rear a 

barque with her stores 'NaS wrecked ~here. Lieutenai1t . -

:forsyth a. H. was asked to make a ·aurvey of th e B o.Y, bu t, . 

a8 his re.port was· unfavourable, it v;as no longer used, and 

its n ame passed with it.. It was thi'f3 . rJame naval o.fficer ·' 

Lieut. Forsyth, who was ordered by Pottine~r to survey the /!:<. 
mouth of the Buffalo; he left Fort· Peddie on 2nci Apr il, . 

and took a. full month to comkJlete h~·s .su.rvey and report, 

a re8umA of which is !given later. 

With ' the open in:_'; I)I Al)ril 1847 cum~ a re:.port' from ;f.:{ 

Tierk\ey after his firHI; iti t3p~ction .of tlie '.Buffalo · PJCuth. 
II 

To hiJ~ it appeared quite· s tl itable for a ·co.mmissariat Depot, 

because once the bar were ne eo tiated, there came a dee!,) 

ch~~.nnel wi-th Bmooth w·ater. In ad.di ~ion, a le<lce of ;roc:A:s 

f ormed a natural ,pier, 'Nhile the .plateau · above would allovr 
. . 

of £•.ny sized v:ork to cover the stores fro1n a t ta.ck . '~here 'NUS 

1)1Jff ·i. ci en t water for the troops , ::~.nd th-e cat.Lle "<!ould be . sent· 

at certuirt times to the numerous valleys and ·poo l s ln the 

I t e i :.:; '-1 b our h o o cl • He recomwen<led thu.-t the J3uffulo l ine be . . . 

oc cu,~.) ie(l, and that all narl'oVI .Pa.the leacJ. ing to s mall t.lrif ta 

be 'b:\.c)c'ked, 8 0 that the_ ene.1ny Y!OUld be forced t o u :3e the 

l.:.>..l':_:r:! onea which ~anld be wa t ched. Potttnger'B .:1nrnre r came 

irm!ICt.lla.tely from Fort Pe <.lt.l ie , e:x1}re::1:Jine; hi13 full agreeJuent 
' . 

.,,.i.Lh ne rkel ey 's plaps_. "I trust," he says,"tha t ~he mouth 

of Lhe Bu~falo River, ¥.r ill be , on e.xamination by Lie utene!.nt 

li'or:;yth, ••••••• asc e.rta l ned. to be fit . for thE> difJ~~lltbo.rl::.ation 

of f:J to r e 8, .... 
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of 8tores, troops, etc.; · und. in that event, t ?nn _only 

reveat l:ly ·wish that yo':l should at once . Luke mea::mres for 

c:Jb-l.blishine a per111anent British 13tation there •••. ~ •• 

Pato antl hi8 present confedero.teu must be effec Lua.lly · ::-.nd 

f irl t:llly :3UbdUeU • ·• • • 0 • • II 

It was· ·at this . .Point that Lieut. Forr:~yth on the 5th 

~.:..:~:y 1347 presented a report on his survey of. the :Buffalo 

wou th which .letl to the founda.tiori of East IJondon. This 

itl here .eiven almost in full:-

. ! 

"Having been at this l)la.ce a month, and wa tched the 

cutra·nce to the river daily a.t ull times of tides~ anil with 

t"'rH, \'t.i.nde fro1n G.E-. aml ~.·:r. which eenerally . C1;1.use the 

heavieot sea on thit, coast, •.....• I con<3irler the Buffalo 

prac tico.ble for surf or whHle boats ulmos t always in 1noderate 

v.re3.ther at 8luck water or with the flo"od tide; the· e1Jb at 

spr·lnes generally . flovrs out at the rate of from four to five 

kno G:3 an hour, rendering it !?early impos::li11le for boats to 

~ull aguinat it. During the time I have been stationed here 

the bar has been pass:J.ble 13 da.yrH that is, 1.atlen 'boat::; 

might have co1ne in or gone out of the ri·v€r in safety.- The 

mean~3 I ehonld ::~.dvioe beine adopted for d.inch~T.'[3lne ve:Jsels• 
. 

·~·:ould be by surf-boa.tB. I. feel convinced·, -...vith tt e;ood 

er-1 i;::.l>lii>hmenl; of th:lt sort ••••••• that all th~ ne·ce!J :; :.try 

A.fte:c once cro uoin~, ev<~IJ.y itl'l_!,ledirnen t is overcome, the l::wdin~ 

l>eine excellent a.lont3rdde a temr•orary wharf nov.r in 1)rogreus 

by the men of the 7Jrd Rcct., 400 yardo f r om the ~e8Lern DoinG , 

u.nrl ·on the Western J3n.nk. The anchorage off. the Antr:?.!}Ce is 

GOOd, ·and I . should SO.Y infin"ltely :JUpr:'l'lOt' to ',",'a tP.rl00 Tiay, 

t}le bottom "beinG clear of ~·ocks, aml the wo.ter o.f T!lOtl. r:' rate 

depth •... ~ •••• ·• 



Page 28. 

R • . 1 

R. ·3 

Colonial Office Records (Cape Archives) Volume 1063 
Naval and Military 1847 (Ref.C.O.l063). · 
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cle1>th. The barque 11Freclerick Hu th 11 now ci lflcha1:gin~ here, . !(,, 

h.:ts held. on throue;h tVIo eaJ.eo ••...••• I huve neatly com-

1)letecl a survey of the .· ancho-rac;e and entrance to the river, 

but ha.ve rtot yet been able to obtain the necessary soundi_ngs, 

until •11hich I do not feel myself coJn_petent .to eive u cleelclell 

OlLinion whether. it be pos::Jible for SJ!Io.ll a teamer13 0 , • .... co as tertJ. 

to enter the river ••••• ~ • 11 

TI1is report pleased the Gorerrior, and surf-boats, 

vti th Paddle Box Boats, were ordered to be b rou eh t from Capetovin, 

toe;etllcr. vrit.h other requirements such as line!J and anchors . 

find Lieut. Ii'orsy.th d>n th<e 6th Hovember requesting that his 

1;ervices be mentioned to the Lords of the AdJnira.lty, statine 

thut he has had 21 years' service cithf?r' ·o·n Ind.ian or Cape 

utBtlone, or in eurveyin5 ~~ couots of h1stralia und 8outh 

Awcrica in H.M.3 • . 11Beagle". TI1ls . same vessel, which, ~ccord-

inc:; to Cory; vras u aed for surveying the Buffalo mouth, is 

be :-;L known to hiotory as· the 3hi.P th3.t carried Darwin on his 

f.lve year cruise along the 3outh Arueri.can cou.:.d~. 

Forsyth's report, col.lpled wi th the succesGful lo.mlin~ -

of 1:.1torE.:s · rroHJ the "Frederick Huth" decided the authorities 

to UOP. A letter fror!l the Buffalo !.~outh 

in the middle of l.ley al)l)eareu in t he -"Gro.hrunstown Jo ur!lul", 

re~aruing the 01)ening of that mouth as "the hari·JLnuer of 

futur e yrosperity. 11 
. . Ca.Lto.t-n. 

Greu.t praise is gi·vcn to G:::.,;,/:"' 1·o·;.rn Touy 

or tJJe "Frederick Hu th"~ for ~he r.mcces!::lful 13-ndin·e; of cargo 

in the ab·:lehce of efficient handa for di:;;~h:1.reinc, o.ncl in 

the lack of surf-boats anc.l men to 'Nark them. "In .fact," th~ 

\'te 

w:.ci ~er continueu, "so much has 1)er~n seen n.8 to the .L,racticabil-

·ity o:f lo.ridine; U:nder fJifr~ry cli r:Jaclvo.n t .Sl.gc, thi:i.t, vdth COHl!!:On 

.i)reca.ution and t.he asr.Li. Jt~nce of war.ps an•.t buoy::~, we l!J?.Y loc]:. 

upon th:l~ new 4••···· 
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Idem: pa.ge 86. 
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upon this new enterprize .:;,_a the brichteot 8tar i.n the 

fut'tllerance of our views as connected 'Nith the Ca.ff~rG 

••• A8 to the. mOf.:Jt esaential :..trticle of water ~· · •••.. by 

c1 i c;t.:;i n g only a few y ~rd. a from the sea •• ·• • • • • pe r'maqe n t 

vvellr3 v:ill amply supply all demando •• • •••• the Tiuf.falo 

can boau li of a ·suosto.ntial ·wooden store, under the rnana.ce-

ment of 1~r. George Reeler. 11 

Vfhen it was decided. . to make a 'permaneilt 11taliion at the 

Buffalo mouth, the West bank was chosen because a landlne; 

could. be made there far more easily than on the other s.lde • 

. In addi tlon, the river; would be an a<lded J?rotec tion a.[p.ins t 

the unfriendly tribes. Orders V/ere . S,Peedily eiven for the . 

erection of quarters to accomod.:lte · JOO men, and .l)ermi ssion /{J..., 

~iven to order a . . strone garr.i.son to the spot. The regime·nt 

v:hich had becti stationed · at the mouth since April was part 

o£ Ute 7Jr<l (273 strong,; but as t~eae were needed for active 

oJ.)eru.f·. ions, Berkeley was lm:;tructed to order three strone 

compa.nieG of the 90th ReBt. :to be sent by tl)e "Ros::unund" 

to atJoiat in m:~.intHinlng Fort Glamorgan, as . the new I3arr::.t.ckf3 

'liere ~o be culled. This was. in .rune when !JuncJ.ili waa m<.4kine 

trouble llCC\1~ Block Drift (Alice). ?ato had sent :'0\ rnessuge 

surr:enlering himself unconditionally. 

The "Graharn:3tovm Journal" of 19th .rune. c;e.ve di:rections 

for a.ncho1~ine a.t the Buff<.>.lo, drawn up from the rr~marlcs oi 

Lt • . l.i'orsytl1 otl.N .• , while ~n tli.e iss.ue of the 24th .Tuly e. 

vel'y Lnteresting lettet' a_p,;_Jcared • . It bore no Gic;nature, but 

it pur_l)orted to· come .from Homeone who had recently vi.si ted 

the :r~a8tern 1Jank of the Buff~.lo lUver, where n. fa.tic;u.e lJarty 

ln.t.rf be; en cu.t tine poles. " ••••••. aml the toore I see of the 

OVJ.JOui.te (Ea13tern) bea.ch," it runo, "the more I u.m c '~'lWinced 

of the effici.Pncy, •• 

;?.3 
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Kafir tribes (1847-49) :- Pottinger's despatch to Earl Gre· 
dated 14th October, 1847. . · · . ·. 
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of the efficiency of making that beach· the permanent ~anding 

site." 

On the 21st August the -"Journal" in its leading article 

dealt with the 1'increased impetus which has been given to 

maritime enterprise" by the Kaf'fir Wars. In another column 

, · . 

it mentioned that "the 'only information f'rom the mouth of the 

Buffalo·is of a pleasing character ••••• all the marks of 

advancing colonization, of ploughs actively at work, houses and 

stores in the course of ~rection - of the busy hum of commerce -

the arrival and departure of vessels; and all the other 

indications of' an inroad of'. civilization upon the hitherto 

unproductive wilderness." 
' 
I 

In October, Sir Henry Pottinger, reporting progress to 

Earl Grey, wrote: · "Our _posts at the mouth of the Buffalo river, 

and at .King William's Town~ ••••• have been. permanently estab­

lished, and a very considerable amount ·or trade by sea has 

already sprun~ up at the. former place. I have besides had · 

numerous applications ·from merchants and others, for allotments 

of building .ground ••••• but until the country as far as the 

Kei shall be perfectly tranquillized ••• ~. I have not thought 
. . 

it advisable to finally grant any allotments •••••• have left 
. . . 

it to officers command~ng ••••• to permit, . under Sir Ge'orge 

Berkeley's instructions, such persons as they think fit, to 

settle under the protection of the posts in temporary dwellings. 

I have no doubt, however, but~ that the· moment circumstances 

will authorize the measure, flourishing towns may be founded 

at the points denoted, and I fully believe that the founding 

of them will not only tend to a rapid and large increase of 

commerce •••••• but will become one of the most important steps 

towards civilizing and .ameliorating the pre~atory habits, 

and present savage ••• 

7fl 
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R. 1 Grahamstown Journal~ 16th October, 1847. 

R. 2 Grahamstown Journal: 26th June, 1847. 
I 

Cory: "Re>se of ~outh Africa'' · Volume V. p.30-31. 
. . 

R. 3 

R. 4 

R. 5 

.·Grahamstown Journa1a 23rd Octo~er. 1847. 
I ' 

Grahamstown Journal: l8th · Decemoer, . 1847 
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and present l3ayage condition . of ,theKaffire as . a nation." 
I 

In the e~trly days . of October the r;J.ins cu.u~Jed the Buffalo 

to come <lovm i'h a "a tate of non.- tran~3:parency••, and t t was 

.found a few days · later t'nat the fre:3het ·ha!l swe:P.t away maey 

o1) r3truc tions ut th.e wouth, ·ca.u:;jing ·a ve1.·y differen·t' formation . 

there. 'l'he· new channel ¥ruf:l wide and de~1) .enough to admit 

v.ri ~hou t · d iff i cul ty a ve s 8el of fro~n .G.Q to 1 00 tons. Up to 

then no vessel of :that s'.ize hud en-tered the river, althoueh 

the "African M:a.icltt had lntended doine ·s·o i~ J~r.1;e. :The first . . 

1l bJ U:3 t~r. to sh:lppi_ng at the Buffalo mouth,- 'catne on the 17 ~h 

October of this year (1347), on which cla.Jl five vessels i~y at 

c-J.nchor in the roadstead. Titese vessel~ ~ereJ according to 

Cor;y, the "KatH"~ .the .. "Foam", the "Gh~ka", the "Chieftain", 
. . . 

unci the"Harriet" .• It was a threatening day, but loading was 

lJeing. carried on; -. in the afternoon, it hecarne too r_oueh t<? . 
. . 

crosG with safety~ . but Captain Proud of the "Ghilca" harl · 
. . . ' ... . . 

ofi'ereu a reward to be tt'\ken ou.t to lns veol:Jel • . The boat was 

trt18-t11lle<.J. , .d.ild seven out of' the ten men, including Captain Proud . . 

ti'1e "Ghilca. 11 hersc~f was wrecked, no one ~n shore knowinG about 

it until of .het' boats was found next wornine;. 

on boa.xd waa the co~~f?I3.I.JOndent . ~o the "Graham!:! town 

J atfrnal" ·averred that the wreck was due to nP,.:l·:i. ~j'ence. 
-.J '-' 

This 

r·liuf•)rtune, however, wae counterbalanced by the first entrance 

intfJ . tlle Buffalo river ·o£. a Vef-3Gel or moderate r.:lize. . A 

corTe!Jpondent wrote to -thr; "Journal" deacri1)ing it_& " 311e 
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, 

(the "A.frtc~:?.n Ma.itl~'.) oro t3:-5·ed l;h':? bar ye!lt~rda.y (_<;th De~emher) 

in ea.llat?-t atyle, much to the .ac1wir;,t.ion _of Lhe Gapin~ crowrls 

v!h o ha<l as aerubl ed ·to w 1 tne 8 e thi ~· f iLr at · .at ~emp t. 3he. c i.'!.Ille . . . . . 

Ln~o the river a·~ .3 p.m., and _wa.e'discharged of her care;o 
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R. 1 Imperial Blue Books (Cape Archives) Volume X,(Kafir trib~ · 
1847-49) . Part 111. 
' R. 2 /Cory: "Rise of South Africa" Volume V. p.l02-l05. 

I 

R.3-4. 
5-6-1 

' . 

Imperial Blue Books (Cape Archives) .Vo1ume X (Kafir 
tribes 1847-49) Part 111 p.22-28. 
(N.B. The majority of the notices and proclamations on . 
the opposite page are also to be found in th~ Government .: 
Gazettes .issued in December, 1847.) 
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' I 

During Octo'ber.1347, Pa.to 0.!1d Cobus ht.l.d been (lriven 

u.cross the Kei by Berkeley, tWd Pottinger wan anxious that 

tht~y ehoulu be pursued anu ha.rasuecl until the~ surrendered • . 

Tllis pursuit had not been uhccessfully 'coruple lied when, on 
. . 

the 1st December, Sir Hurry :3m i hh arrived in Ca.pe town to · · 

13ucceed Potliin~er. The appointment ' of :Jir Harry foreohaclowed 

a more po,pular :tr'ontier l)Olioy •. · for he ·, a.s Col. 3mith, hu.d 

1.)een D'Urba.n•s right h0.nd man in 13]6.- This new policy was 

·commenced on the 17th Decenfuer by the announcmerit in a pro-

cla.~uaLion that all trea.tiea vri th natives were to be cow.3idere<l 

annullec1. On the r3ame da.y theKeiskama river . wa.s declared to ·. /(3 

be the :!!:all tr::rri l)oundary of the Colony, the new di rJ tri c t thus 

f ormed 'being ohortly afterwards called Victoria. On the 2Jrd 

8111ith arrived. at Kin13 Wllliam'stovrn, where he proclairoecl the 

annexation by Great Bri ~ain o.f 1. he lancl between the Kei :3ko .. ma. 
' 

ali ·the Kei, lio be called British ICa.ffruria- it was not ju:3t 

tl1c.n t o 1>e "Pt'.rt unrl l)aJ:cel of the Colony". In his den .. i)L\tch 

to :'3arl Grey, he . rer)nrted the surrende-r of Pato, and the 

Hlr:''= tine; of chiefs o.t which 'ne had e::-:_tJlc:dned hi8 1)ol:Lcy. He 

GllOke very highly of. Col. J,~cKinnon whom he had al.)l-'r.lintecl 

Gol:l!fl rtnclu.nl; and Connnis ·3ions-r of 'Kaffr.::> .. l•..ia. All mi:3".lionarieu . 

v;ere invited to rett_l.l'n to their wL:? }Jions, · ~ .. ncl · traders to ·1?;. 

8~ ~tJ.r:- Ln the nr>.l~hhour:J1oocl ·or· tlu'l· ConnniR':lionPr' :) re:=Jirlr.~ nce, 
.• 

or of Jll.i8 :J.i.on station~:q it W~\.8 mude quite clear in a GoY~r!~- ' 1(?. 

mt-n t notice .that, until the coun l~ry sllClu),(l have been :wrvPyecl 

<.J.nd su1><liv itlecl, that no trade·t~ would be alJ.owetl iu <WY -o t,!1er 

·' . 
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R. 1 

R.l-2. 

R. 3 · 

R. 4 

.... 

Govt. Gazette: . 30th December, 1847 (Cape Archives) -
General Orders No.I24, issued by Mackinnon. 

Imperial Blue Books (Cape Archives) Volume X. 
Kafir tribes 1847-49. Part lll.p.28 ff. 

Idemt p.44:- Enclosure No.5 to Sir H. Smith's despatch 
to Earl Grey dated 4th January, 1848, 

Idem: p.44r- Enclosure No.6 (Govt. notice of ·25th Decemb, : 
l847 J .. 
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:part of British Kaffrari:1.. On the 24th Decerober., orders 

were i !3 ~Jued hy MeTa nno.n for the ea tabl t ahwen t .~;tnd muin tenance 1f.t. 

of posts a.t King ·Nill.i.amstown,' li'ort Waterloo, !i'ort Cox, Fort · 

White and . o ~1e near the motl th of the Buffalo " ·to be de :.3i en a ted · 

Fort ·Gl a1nor (Zan". ~he name "Gl UJtto r g~ri "· .wa13 cJ. B econ<l o.ry ti tl e 

of the Dukes of Beaufort, a J!ame 'Nhich ho.d already been used 

for a. frontier fort. The Governor e:J.V(~ .inBtructions Lh:1t 'Tf:<.. 

3 compan~e o of infuntt'y and 20 cavalrymen .would .have to be 
' 

a ·cco;noclated at J'or t Glo.morgu.n, '-'~-nd that a L.t.t' E£e Col~lnissG.riat 

s tcH'e· wou ld have · to be .built. Captain J. Wal_pole, cotmno.nclin~ 

the noya1: Engineers, eE!tima.ted the cost of t~1e nece ssar~r 

buildings at£1557, ·and hil3 name, together w:lth that of 
• 0 

Lieutenant Jet'V<his n.E., 1nur3t al·na.ya be connected with the 

builcline of the Fort Glamorgan which can still b e seen. 

During thia latter part of December, anoth~r man was 1f.3: 

11ur-;;y at tltc mouth of the river. This wae Li eut .• Forsyth R.N., . 

who hCI.cl been ·in:J true ted by the Governor to roake L'!.nother . . . 

Bn:rvey of the roadstead· and river entrance. Befoi~e this report 

harl been made, however, 'Jir Hart'y 3rnith had decided 
' 

u_:>on a 
. . 'lJ.Lf;. 

tl18 ...... . snlJr.llvi~Jion of Britif3h Kaffruria 11 to define .. . . . . . . 
terri tory to be. occupied by thP. chiefs and :people of each 

tr:ihe · •. , •.•• that no diAl>Ute oi~ d.i.::l .affection lll:(f ht==re·•.ft~~r 

;n•iae • ••••• • " The :3ho.pe of the now terri tory (~n the J!lu.p) 

....... 
------- .. ----~-·---------..-----------·-----

x (See Map on P. J;pr: It is a copy of the map sent by Sir 
Harry~ when .he reported hie policy to Earl Grey in January . 
1848.) 
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R, 1 Proclamation of 23rd December, 184~} (Govt. Gazette 
30/12/1847) 

R. 2 Imperial-Blue Books (Cape Archives) Volume X (Kafir 
tribes 1847-49) Part 111. p.44. Enclosure No.5 to 
Smith's despatch of 4th January, ~848. 
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has an n.\.ldecl interest inview of the fact .that mo::Jt . of the 

river names o.p.vea:t in th~ forms in which thPy are !'l.l.".'<'~lt 

tcd.8.y. 

(a.) Yor.kGhire ancl 1vlidd1esex were to be occupied by the 
Gal lea tribes; 

(b) Lincolns11fre was res(~rve<l for 3tock, :Jiwani, ·a.ncl 
Taba.is ancl Lhci:r _peoiJle; 

(c) Ca.mbridgeuhire VH.\!3 for Umhala' a peo1)1e; 

(d) !Juf.HJex wan allotted to ToiseJ · 

(c) Northumberland 'uarJ to be occupi€<1,by the 'l'u1nbook:i.ea; 

(f) .:i)eJfordr:Jhire ~;• wbraced mo~t of the coastal nrea l)e­
tween the ICeisk.:J.rna a nd I'Cei 1~i.verF3, .and waR to be 

. ~h.e reserve for the iunagunu<luabi tribes urider Pa.to •. 

The orJ.ers continue as followaa- "Pate's .plB.Ce to be 

callecl Bedford; the ri•Jing. tovvn .:lot Lhe mouLh of the Buffalo 

niver to be· caliccl London . " These orders were ifJfjUecl on · 

ChriHtmas. Day, 1847, amt the boundaries of the counties we..re 

meticulo'lU:)ly defined• ~Jo that _there should be no . llliaunder-

standi rie;s. The town of, London is· clearly marked on the map,. 

on the Wea t Bank of the Buffalo. and the fact that it v.ras 

given thnt; name 8howf3 the importance attached .. to it by Gir 

Hcu·ry 8tnl.th. The latter hEJ.d not at th:J.t tillle received a 

re1.10rt from Lieut. ForByth, but the Buffalo 1nouth vra::; the 

obviou'3 .Port for the new territory, lllore j)articulc..rly a.a 

~h:.:tt terriLory ·wau <Ji8.t:i..ncL fr·rJ;II 'the Caj,Je Colon,:.r. 

'j/7 '} ~i~uLenant Foroyth wrote his report on New Year'o Day ~~ .. 

f343, Jr!'.:ont:ioning that, a.l~;housh he ha.d e::.CwninecJ. the 1nouth 

of the Buffnlo in ·l';i\Y' of tbe fll'ev.iou~ year, he ha.d · 'oec11 :..:..ble 

Lo ln:::tJ.;:e further ob8tSrvationB elnce t.ht~n . :!:Ie hall e:xwuineJ. 

LIH .. · co Ll.tJL we:~twa.rd for i ·2 rni.lP.u, but l{ad. not frJund P.ny other 
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R. 1 

. \ 

Colonial Office Records (Cape Archives) Volume 1395z ­
Enclosures to despatches (Ref. c .~ . l3S5) . 
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iL',;:: .. .J 011 CD to !;o'uthel:ly \'.'il'kla YfW3 i)C ' J.ii l.;tl.e COtu:>f:qUP.nce, F.V32: 

I. he 
.. \·' ' . : ... 

• • • 1 • 

1n:ev~-...ili.ne; wind:.a•:werc ·a.lotJo?' the lt\ncl; but the !3;1i.fli'Lnc;··· '-. . ~ . ·· I .' ..... . 
of ··a.ancl at ·. tJ.1c ·-~·ritr.ar~ce · w<l.:-3 <.•.ff ectcd hy . the fre Gh C;B Lli'lcl l>ar 

. . . ··... ... . . ' ... . ' . . , 
}>eavy galt'~s. ~e ''!ent on· t:.o ·r--J ay,.v- "The £Jrescnt wodr~ {\~l o.!)t<:.-<1 

for l ~nrl i 11 ~{ c ~~~~~ ~:~ ... G--b~~~~:ti·;; :-b o e. t~, . ~ .. ~ J~ i. err · i 8 : v P. r.y unc e r t::.'.i n, 
• t ••• •'. ... . , .. • ' 

.... .. I . . ~ \ ( .... I . •: . I • • I .. 

<.HHl at ~end eel ·with much.· 0xper;s e · from the ·la.r~~·· numb.t:r. CJf I!! en 
. • . ; ·.• i.. . . t 

' : I , • ' I • 

c'''l? oyed t~ .\~ o rk : -~1~_c p~o at. a •• ; ••.• , I ~~ hould ·1 i:-e to bring 
I ' . •' 

bt:forc H.E • .. 's no.~~ic~i· the . great , a.<lvo.ritage th:J.t might be chHi.Ved 
/ I . r: r , . ,. 

from havih!£. 2 or 3 ·iron vessel~~' say . of - ~bout ' io or Jo tone 
• :. ;,.: , ~· . · ·, .M· 1-.: ·r· l ~ ) ·. 

· bur<len, of a ::'light dratieht of . .-wat:.er, ~cho6n·e·r-rig2enl) ail.d -; 
. l ... . .. ! ·• . . \ . 

fitted v!ith a 'screw pro_pellor; .the.se ve!:3/.Jels mft£ht , .. P.i.~.h,~ r · 
. ·' . .. :,.. ,, .. ·-.1.). / ! . :1 

dil3cho:rge Clthe~ vessels' cargo~rJ · a~' ·'·th~ ~~ .... nchore.~~' or .~ail 
\ O • ~ ":- ' • : i ~- O M • i O O O 

d lrect between the other ports ·or, · the polo1zy; .•• ~ •. .' •. by a . . . . . . . . . ... , ...... - . ·- . . . ' . . 
"- I i I 

very 8mall outlay warfs rnieht be erected, that ves!:;el's of 
, : l • • . ' 

. ! . . 

the deacription above mentioned might \c01oe · <:uonar:.iid~. ·of .; It 
. . ) l . . 

i8 o.l !:lo my opinion th.:\t the en trance .to the river tui ::J:ht ·be . ; ' - : 
f 1 ; j 

11!uch im,proved, unrl made ~vail e.ble fo.i· ve :~ne l!-3 or · gi· en.t<~r: 

.. 
LJ,ir~[:; f.iirnilar . Lo thon·~ r:m1'loye<l a.t · the Cowie.. 11 

On the · nex~ p~ge· will be found l\ co,py of a m~w uP.nt in 

wi l-.l1 '?ol'uyth 1 >1 report.. The oriclnal .Plan wa:3 8k~tched t)y Jit. 
Ll{;u t. Jervoi~:,, c.nd. copied for ~.i.r Harry :Jmi.t.h by Lieut. lL 

'Jt~·.!1ton n.E. · It; ~howr; what it .c,v.lla ~·· "Fort Tie:~ 0tone'', north 

L·_,·;m of I.ondon anu Lbe .PO::J .LU.on . of Lhe t wo wha:.1•ve~ lll::!.Y be 

occn; i.l; e.i veo a,n intere 'J l,tns i1l.u8l r'l.tion of t.he ~J•.l . .r!db.,~nks . 

~d. t11c riv·r~r l!lnu th, arv.l the nar.l.'<J'.\' chEtrmel. 2 lo'.'.'illG frorn t1Je 

n. rea. U1if1 . .. 
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Grahamstown Journal: 15th January, 1848. 

Imperial Blue Books (Cape Archives) Volume X. (Kafir 
tribes 1847-49) Part 111 p.56-57. (Si~ H. Smith's despa~ 

Government Gazette (Cape Archives) 3rd February, 1848 gi· . 
the proclamation. 
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:ives 

o.rea. At this 1)oint waa a _path acro:.:H~ the river, vrhich could 

l) e cro~Ged almor:-Jt alv1e.y~ at low ·wuter. 

Fl'Om "Port Lend.on (Buffalo mouth)" about th1s time wan 

ue n t a letter to the·}'Gr:::.harustovin Journal .", tellirig ;;t.J'l in- .· 
~ 

~(.ll.'fJ ::JLillg stot'~' of !;he "ACt'ican l!.tdrl", that ~lrBt ve!.:Juel of 

:..:.11y uize ~o enter the river. · "In eoinG out yeuterd .:-.. y, she 
t4 

v-: a s wo.!:ihed l1y the rmrf on ,..the bn.nk, and had . to rP.main there 

1ft. 

until the wnter ro8e con·:~i.derably, b~fore getting h~uled off ••• . . 

, • , :Jorn€' day:3 ago Ahe ~Xl''lored th~ Buffalo a few miles up, 

ladr~n ,v.ri th pafJseneers, and thereby crf.latecl such a Gfliri t of 

enterprize, that eh~rtl~ afterwards everythi~e bearin~ the 

nallle of a. boat was aeet1 either aa:lling. or rowing in h0r w~ke 

rather ::1 new oieht on the Buffalo II . . . .. . . . 
Sir Harry 3mlth, having paid a brief viHit to Port 

London, went northward throueh l(aff rar. i a, 'until on thB 14th 

,T 811 U.:J.ry t 1 048 he wa.s ')O rn'll e s Nor. t hw e F.! t . of ~ill iloh 1::118 B i.o n 

r~ t at ion. It vras frow this camp that he i ::nmed that procl.:,-

mn.tion i n which the name of EA3T J,OliDOjf wae e;iven to th8 r1ort 

::: t LJ1e mouth of the Buffalo; evldu1tly that ri 13ine · town G~Ve 

l ' l'C.II Il iHf-' of beGoming the Lo !1t.lo n of the E~s t. '}Io,(l the Go veru{) r 

l :. (~·~rJ : t1:t 1 0 to f orsee the future develo_rJHt~Jnt of that .!:)rJr t, [ Lll\1 

t1 tc wovement in 19 31 to chanee · 3o. e.m~i QlOU3 a: name~ he l'li~ht 

Tl1c rea:-;on ... ' ' I I) l' . ~~ ,·)>' 

!10 t i.fy ....... 
---·-·-------
x A change of name for ·· the city was seriously considered by 
the East London Chamber of Commerce in May 1931; this gave 
rioe to a great deal of Press-correspondence, but was not 
carried to any conclusion. 
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R. 3 

Sir H. Smith's despatch- p.-56-57 of Volume X. Part 111. 
Imperial Blue Books (Cape Archives). 

Government Gazette (Cape Archives) 3rd February, 1848. 

Colonial Office records (Carye Archives) Volume 1149. 
Colonel McKinnon 1848-1850 (Ref C.0.1149.) 
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110 ~ify Lhe unnext\Lion of l·.hir:• qew l)Ort. to the c~l)E' Col!Jny. 

Thi~J W!;lJ3 ne,.;essary, for -there was no d1~a.rth · of arlvr.;·ntur~_,rf-.1 'ft_t. 

r e u<1 y to lund_ good~ duty. _frf!ci at E:>.:'l t I.onrlnn , ~·.nd ::nnu1:r:.:;le 

tl lClll in t.o the Colony. "I fiml 

"Lru.(l~rs .:lncl their :C:ollowers; ::td venturer :J ~ f ~.ruJr~-r s, <lnrl 

lo.mlholders, o.ll vociferous tor the purch<.•.se o-r l:;,_ncl; a.1l 

cleoirous -to avail themselvE-s of the _present 8to.te of L!ti.n!]l3 , 

~t ncl t1Jc .!.'l~OH11eat of future oecuril.y, ·by inve:Jtin~ ·L.he enorJPOU8 

r; uJno of JttonPy which many ·have a1na1;.:;•: d in · the confu:3ion o.nd 

d l:; rn~d e r w hi c h w it r c r e a t e s • • -. ·• , • • E v e ry t,r at:ler vrhen a1~ked 

!' I· - I, 
I 

\ 
! 
l 
t . 

I· 

f 
f 

J' 
f 

repli.ecl 'From the mouth of the Buf;falo'; ••••.•• The e:X:l-'OltrL;::.t('cl ~ 

'B o t?ra' o·n "the lin_'? fron• Coleoberg towards lT~~ta.l will draw f. 
. . ~ .. : 

tllei.r oupplles from traders, agdn at the toout.h of tho Bnfi'ttl<', •• ''(\ ' 

,\ccordinc;l;,, Ea13!:; L~ndo n (with a fi:tyon of two miles of ground) J[J?. . . J.'.-
1 

vw.!; cl eclu.red a Erltloh port, forllline ""p<lrt an<l 1•:lrcel" ·c,r the 

It; 
i. n i_.h A Co 1 o ny , The Governor did not end here,_ but a.!)~Jo in tell 

l !j 
w 

1i .z. !I!~·~- -
r.o!-:rlor~ , ::~nl U1E bent wethod:-J nf c::.~.r~ ' ·3:in!::; out :mch i llll-'l'O~('J"ento. 

~ i 

f;n h f.' L.l (-.'U ·t. Fornyth, De La Bo.re ?lain~ .~:3q ., D.r:d Ch:J.l'les 

Tion· .:vJ J.il ~S> , Esq., 

' TJJe re11ort of t.hL s J3oal'd a _:}ll83.red in the r::iddle of . 1(3. 

of 1.~ -l ~ F!t1 tr ~--l..llOC •• , • 
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of 'Lhe cnt.rince by conf ining tJH~ ch.::tnYlel, for ?.HJ r.:on:-J l; r'l,l~'Cl on 

br;C'n 'f :b:ed to the western :>hore v1h e re it \vao . roeJcy , r;;iwuJ.<l he 

l'JOVet~ Lo the en(i of a ·floatine :=J ta~e., s e cnr_ely JJlr.'nl'e(1 i n ~b~ 

cil~nn r-? 1.. A whc.rf, too, vra8 eosenti al for tl1e 1 :1r..rl i n~ of c ~.~-:::..:;o , 

r .. ·J·Ji. lt:> it o..P.i:>Cared neco::F::;ary 
\ 

L " '1 ~ vc ~ 311"!.1 ( ~u- ' ~ ~~~~-' L." l (;\ . '-' - v -" --. v for t11 f.~ 

)u l\J iron boatr::J of abou t 30 tonH, d rewring o"l.~1_ou t G feet of \'r'~ter ; 

theuc could cronu the bc.r un<l en ter the riYer ~I:; IrlO !J t t.i. tr,e::; . 

The Doo.rd. a.l 'JO sucee~:itecl a. fixed r:.-1.Le 1->er ton, n a:"nr::>ly 'J/- -/;;1 
l.:1mlins; o.nd 4/- for embarkine c ar~0 . 

. . 
The lead i ng articl e in the "Gr:ihan1stown .Tourn::•.l" of t} ' P. 

whJcl1, it r:-1 t.ated, "gi_ye _prornir~e of effcctinc:; the liiO:Jt ltJOl1J•~nl.:.1u::; 
I 

c]l~ngeA in l~he concl.ition of ::>outh Eastern .~:.:fricc.~ .• " "Waterloo 

B:.!y is to the Gr~u t Fish River Bu::1h ,...,hat the Euff a l o i s to ~he 

liJ0tln t -~i ns and forer.d;r:; of the 1\.l'llt'l.tola ••••••• The ·niouth o f the 

J'luff :J.lo- now Ea.at Lonclo.n- ••••••• i :'l ~o 0.::2:. Afr·.ic3. of far 

t:; te ~~tt?.l' ·i 1nportance •••••• ~ It: i·J the _port of cowinunical;ic)ll 

II 
Llle Or :~.nge Tiiv•=r the a p ex. 

The terr_t tory hav\.ne ber.~n div.i.cl ec1 .Lnto c •n.A n ties , tr9.Ctt·! r.<J 

Llu:t r l tcP.ncel;l co:J t-in!! ~h·~w .. c;o o. ye;.lr. ~- - -1.1-, ,-. Pl1Cl 0"" 1 n." o. --.:1 'J · - . J.. :V 1'v, 

:..:•,.1 n)lf? ho tel . Th·e revePue w.-:: nt into l;h':! tre :).:mry , not. ·of 

.. ... " .. 

,. 

I 

. l! 
·I·:, 

~i I 

,f.~ 
1! 

_: '1 . '· 



t· 
I 

Page 41 

R. 1 

R. 3 

R. 2 

R. 4 

Grahamstown Journal: 12th February 1848. 

Colonial Office Records (Cape .1\.rchiv·es) Volume 1149. 
.Colonel McKinnon 1848-50. (Ref: C.O.ll49) 

Imperial Blue Books ' (Cape Archives) Volume X.Part 111. 

British Kaffrarian Records . Volume 403 (Cape Archives) 
Mi1scellaneous letters 1847-49. 
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vrho was to act as Jub-Collector of Gustoms, 

~carchcr, and Lan~ing ~alter. Another t~f· ,;..•o .in tm8 nt of L::.ter 

interest waH tho.t of C:a.pG, l~aclea.n near ':teGl~·ville, wi"th 

ord~r8 to· keep a strict watch over the chief Fato. 

On the 4th Uarch Col, li.cKinn.on. was a.l)l)Oi.ntecl u.Ju:Jttce 

of IJ1e Feace for Ea::~t Lon~'ton, but .al thou~h he wa8 CoJ•Hnanclant 

of Kaffraria; he hacl no 'tnil.ito.ry jurl:·H1icl~ion . over :Sa:~t :Lond•) n 

on accou11t of · it8 b<~ing P< . ..rt of the Co.pe Golc1ny. '£he in-

con.venience or this hav·ing ·be~::·n rt:>.pre·e~nted to the Govr;rnor, 

as well an the neces ::Jity for eo111e civd..l authority on th~ 

l:::.:.j or G. H. 

u tead. A lett~r frorn.Mo.jor ~nith to the Hori. John Uontagu 

(de. ted 8th l.!o.y 184Jf' contained all · ap,peal for a fC::;'."/ .['Ol:lce, 

~ on account of the gro>Vll'JB a1:Juoes in th<•.t town1 

,,_~ot.tld not be adequate - in fact, they were Ulmally the c<-...v. :~e 

the Ill i l t tu.ry 

of LJ·t'..~ Lrr.'uhle •. t:cKinnon endorsee~ tl1i.s O.J)i.nion, st:.ilt.i.ng, 

"The i n h o. b i t '~ n t s of E a ~J t L o rKt o n b i d fa i r to 1.1 c c o 1:1 e a t rem I) 1 e-

8€ t, ~:•.nd I have no doubt t~·1u.t ••••••• (L t v1ill b~ . . . . . 

Cl1cre". 

r;ubrn t t 
. ,, . ' .... v .)' 

.... c1l8 1 J10'Nli_ ."=·., "I"'"' "rJ"' ~ t 1.' ,, r •.> (' t•) 1'., ·:) F'.c" ~ >" ' I(' ' ·' .. , ; :j· " 1!'''·\o·:l \.A.'·'- t.J - ....... • ,,v, · ·• . . l,.t• . • .a~-·J .1. 

' V·'~'- ~' not un(l r:·r the jl~r ·i,:j,; i.e tion of I3ri ti.'Jh }~affrur .La cau:H1l1 

11 e 11 f' .r 1 L · or . . .. . . . . ! 

! t 

. ! j:: 
: ., .. 
' ! . 
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Colonel J'v1cKinnon 1848-50. (Ref. C.O.ll49) 
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Miscellaneous letters (1847-49) 
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Coln1li.::.l Goverrunent? Under wh:tt cond.i. Liorw Vl:).:; lan·l to be 

~u1d wh.J. t wa~l to be the .i_)Ot.J it Lon of 

tl1e Officer 

tlue ~ition Vt:lS to become very 11romlrwut at 

Lhe year. 

h:}.d :::.clvoc·o.tP.d t.he C'.Jl1:J true Lion of .u whar.r and <.'. sl i11, l)ut .. 
Rl.' varen tly no s te118 ho.d he en · ta'ken· to have these '.'Jorks doi1e. 

Lieu tenant Stokee R.E. had · been asked by .JJaj or ~·:rYJi t:h to 

furnish n.n e s tirna te for the build ine; of a wh<.".rf of ,permuuent 

8treneth. His reply tha't, as m i.l i t.:~.ry l a.bour w u-:; tfJ be 

!·.he co :3t would not exceed J.:429. 'This was not .:.t;tended 

to nt thi.s tim.e, but the Board of noada in British JCaffr~rie. 

the ~re:.:.ter :portion of this sum being S.1.1ent on the road b~wtoen. 

J:Tc ed ' 1; C:;.l.l!IP and the :Buffalo mouth. 

Before the end of the year 1348, !.~:J.jor 3J!! ith wufl suc .~ceded 

by ·ca,Pt . :!!:<lwuncl Rooper a>J J .? • anr) 

This offtcpr ·v:0.tchcd t11e int.srest:l fJf the 

tovm f.rn· t.-1. 11eriod of eicl ;tcH'n 
~ 

of llL:'ltorln .?..l interent t~e. 

::'or t (}l~!!iOl'~an ::rr:;r.e t1tr .. •nhlV2.nr:ed , but. obvious that no 
II . 

nn:J:~el':l::; ion of t.hr·ir ,<<Tonne~. . ' ~ 

J: ·..:I·:innon ur~Nl :1n eg,rly · set.tlcl!lcnt of 

tl •••• .••• it 

Of h')U .-:JCG l)il i.l t ... . ' . 
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Colonial Of:fice Records (Cape t,rchives) Volume 1149 . 
Colonel McKinnon 1848-.50. (Ref. C.O.ll49). 

Idem: Letter dated ·21st ·Dec.ember, 1848 (Montagu to McK 

British Kaffrarian Records. Volume 403. Miscellaneous 
letters 1847-49. (McKinnon to Rooper) 
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of hou::;es built ut Sas·t London d r:3 ire ·t·.o have 

linn 
1-.lt<· leave to erect r10i.l1Jt:!j 

•:.•j• l ch <.~re . 1 i abr~~ to be pull i;rl d o·.r.:n 8. t i:t<~' IJJOJtte n L if t!:e 

:'Jove L':1:nc11 t ~.le•J l1~.r.::· i ·t. • •••••• (LhaLJ •..•.• , 

• • • . •.. • ::luch ~~u i .t r en t. 

re 11 t ...... . 

Lo rec:ollHrtend tl'w.t; no fllrther le[W'?. 

~osed far sale by rublic .iuction ••••••.• 11 

per ann').lm ao a. falr •(.uit rent. Thus was cleared 

i.' ''l-'O rtan t qn 17 ::1 t.lan, f o ·r c l vi 1 ian::J wou lcl now fef~l SP .. f0 . in 

anrl 1r.o re attentti1n to their 

. 
Thi. ::; ove:cLll)~)iG):; of Kafin\rl~n and Co·lonL.!.l jnr:L:;d. istioJl 

t;he nw.tter of 1 Lcences . 

l c v .i. P rl u n.1 f~ 1' 

, .. ' • ·' ( . , • ') ., 1' • ' ., ~. "· n· . .~. ·.) 1. c , . 1 1 rJ P. the 

'l'rea :~ur~r." ........ 
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R. 1 Brit t sh Kaffrarian Records.Volume 403. (Cape ' Archives) 
Mis cellaneous letters 1847-49. 

R. 2 Government Gazette: 18th July , 1849. 

R. 3 Grahamstown Journal: 14th April, 1849. 

R. 4 Grahamstovm Journal: 7th July, 1849. 

R. 5 · Imperial Blue Books (Cape Archives) Volume Xl (Kafir 
tribes 1850-51) Part 1. 
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ves) 

ir 
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C~lonia1 Office Records. Volume 1149 (Cape Archives) 
Colonel McKinnon 1848-1850. (Ref C.O.ll49), 

British Kaffrarian R~cords: Volume 61 (Cape Archives) 
East London) (Resident _ Magistrate~ 
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Cornn,ia.se.riat atore_a·. a.t · ~ :coat _of . .CJ18 odd. ~.·._.~·-.·~·:.· · .. _: · .. ·· .. . · 11 \} 1 ii 
0 rd. n 8. n c e " :· 11 • 11 ... " · : " • .C 1 1 0 " . · · · ... · . · · · ·: · : · 

1
J ''· ~ 

. 'hliarfslip o.nd storea'; _:-: 11 .• :.: " .,; : " . £126 . .- " ; .. ·· ._:· ~ _-;:.>-. · ;.' ;i ! · ~ 
Ordnance magazine ... , ·.'~ . : ... 11 

: .•. • •• .-" .··::: .
11

: _.: . ·1'1':.272 " . .. · ... • . J:l .( I ~ 
·i ··~ ;- \!1 .. , .. ! ,. 

:::::C::~~;~~e ~:::: rganJ ab~U tf .• completed, a~d . . ; I n ~ ~~~~~ 
£1697 . odd expended. . . . . . .. :· \:.1 ij ', \ ~ 
The next quea.tion w_as _- a :request fro1i1 · Co.ptain Roo_per o_n · 1ft. · 1:1 . .i ,·1 . . I l I I : 

.. . ' I "'I ~ 

behalf· of certain officers who w·lshed to have ti tlea ·to the: - ~~~. ·.~, 1 

Erfa onwhich they had,built.- 'fliiaw~s a · very r~a.~~ortable :···.· . . ~ j
1
f( ~j~~~ 

reque.t, ror the Offic~r~ were at that ttme (July) ~bout t~ ,. !ljh fi:'~i 
be pro~ided wl th barracks 1 ~nd it would ha.ve been a di oti n:t liJ i )1'_ ·~~:~ 
ha-rdahip if thP-y had not been allow~d to ·_-~ el_l · the bu ll;li!'l·g-~ . · .. · .· j :r } f:ll' ·I 

v;hicll they had erected. : ~~ia . wa~: gran _t.e~ ·ori_ :the . terms _r:3ug~ ::' · 7?-<. 11J: ~~ rj1J;·l 

geo Ged : by Ca.~ hadn Ro oi)er; · namely . th·e · same t~rms· ., a s· h~~- b_e~n ·.. .. · -~~~:; .)'i tl·; 1 

e;re:nted to civ.i.lt~ne. at the end_.· of 18~8. ·. ~hus • . upon pay~ ng ·_ ... · . ·1fn · 1.! 
• • < • • • .; • • • :. ' • • • J !J:! !{j!:! 

1 r; y~~re' purchas~ . of . the . . Q,ui t . _rent, t~ey caul~ obtain · ~.t tl e a .. :tj!i:\il !'If:. 

Go the ir llrfa, ' . . ,/ ' · . : :: ' .. ·. ·· · · i h! ! /11~~ 

• . 1{ ~·- • '' '' ' . '<~ . ', ,· ' ; ~,· 1.11/\ i:j II!!. 
y .' ; , ' • :' . : ' • 

0 

• • • • fl . . ~ r ,. . . '~' I .. 
_ .... - 13;:_ ~ ~ .. ,.. r~,j!!!fl.~.. · · · · : i!l\l ; ·!:1 

... , rr1•J'; ; l:i fi . il 
I I \ . . I iJ. C&~'J'-'' :. . ' . . '.: \. ~ f. 11,: 
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'I ~~1., , . , ... :h-.. .. (;1 1 

1_, " · 'b.: (, , . . !"' r•, ' • .... ,. \-~~ ~~ , ~ . . · . :. · ·. · ·. ·· · : r 1.: H .
1 I I ~ . : • ,. . ; Ill 

1'r 1....~-R ,.. I . l ~ . 1 ~ I 

[Q
os,~ ew' , \ I t . . . . II . 1 ' ' 

. • . . i 1 ~ li ' I · ~ 
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R. 1 Colonial Office Records. Volume 1149 (Cape Archives) -
Colonel McKinnon 1848"-50. 

R. 2 British Kaffrarian Records. Volume 404 (Cape Archives~­
Miscellaneous Letter Book 1848-50. 

'; 

R. 3 Br'itish Kaffrarian Records. Volume 405 (Cape ~rchives) 
Miscellaneous Letter Book 1849-56 • 
... 

R. 4 Grahamstown Journal: 20th · April, 18'50~ I ' 
I 

R6 5 Grahamstown Journair 4th May, 1850. !l 
R • .. 6 · · ~:. 11Church in the Colonies." No .XXVll. Diocese of · Cape Towr. ·. ,1 

·.··.;.·._:-.Part 11. This was . t~e ~ook . co_n~ulted .bY Mr. Hewitt. ( I 
. • • ' .I):.· •, ' ·- ·· ... ·<' ' ·. • : ' ', ' .: ., · .·' ' · ', ' •• :' .": , \ ·:. • f" • •• . , I 

. · . .'.. . . ' ... . ,, .," . . . . I I 
: .
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strea8ed- once more ·the n~·ed for a· jetty, sayine that even-·.· 

a sum of £35 would be or · some help; . . but ae no proviaion f6r 

th .i. s had been made in the es t:i..lllates for 18)0, the · Gove.rruuent 

could no.t authorize it ~ · Roo·p.er marle another a.Qveal in· the· 

following year, ~ithout effect , but this was destined to be 

one of his last appe·ale on behalf. of East London, for· news . 

arrived in June of· the removal of hi a regilllent froni that post . 

Col. McKinnon was not_ slow to express hia.regret .at Rooper~s 

departure 1 while the lnhab:i.. tanta .of ·Ea.s t ·.Lonclon (who · had k .nown .. . 
before this that he wae to retir~, · also r~cord~d . their · 

.gratitude. ·· Defore · his de.partur~ he was 'to · ~r~eide at a 
' ' 

different kind of court; . this was a Wesleyan Missionary . 
-

Conference held at East London from April 2\t:Jt· to 2Jrd, "the 
. . . 

first meeting of the kind heicl there" according to the 

"GI~ahttllstown Journal"· -the ·report, which was read by the 

Rev. w. Sargeant, was announced as most satisfactory. 

In July of this same year ( 1350) reference waa made in 
" 

Biohop Gray'r~ 11Journal" to a visit to Sast London.x 

th~ ]Oth July he held a Confirmation "in a small store u~ed 

by the Wesleyans o.nd the Church for Divine se r V"ice." After 

cominen ting upon tile large· congre·gation, he i.n<l i'ca.ted the 

impreo s ions· he had eathered during hi!3 'fleeting ~risi t; . but . 

they were not .. · ••• 

x F.or this information the ·writer ie indebted to an article 
in the "E.L .· Daily Dispatch" of the 8th May, 1928, by Rev. 
H.A.G . Hewitt. . 

·. 
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R. 1 Cory: "Rise · of South. Africa11 Volume V p.291-292 .• . 
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they were. not very . favou~abl~, for he aaidr · "East I.ondon, 

situated on the mouth <Yf the Buffal·a · River; is 1mt a very 

small place," and h~s ·aa few natural advantages as .any ·place 

I have ever aeen clo.irni.ne to be a port. I could have walked 

a c ros 3 the river without . getting wet 'above the knee. ·rhere 

lessnes ori the part of the natives becaJne arJparent • . \Vas East · 
. . 

·Lond on llkely ,' .under these condi'tiona,· to grow in to a greu. t 
' ... , .. ' ' • . . .... 

port? 
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' ·, 

"East _L_onc!,Q_n Justifies._b~r fq_),lnd~.tLon du~:i.ng thEl__tQ~Q::.1J ... ..Y{ai:." 
I 

At - the end.of Se p tember 1850 Col·. McKinnon repor:t·ed to :·_. 1ft. 
.. :• 

~he Governor in Ca.pe town ·, tha ~ there was a great cleal of ex-
. . 

citement in .Ka.ff~rland., occasioned by . a ,prophet Umlanjeni 
(\o 

in Umkye'a location. The quiet which h ad· re:lened in K~ffi'r- ·: 

land .was umra.tur.al, . for ~he chiefs 'must have chafed u nd er.:. 
i . 

' . . 

theit ~ losa of power •. .Bes ides,-. 1050 had proved a bad year 

for their crops. IV needed but a · s,park; such as the fanat ical 

outbursts of UmlanjerH, to set the ·:frontier once more abl.=tze. · 
·. i . 

3ir Harry :Jmith,- however, · was inclined to regard thP-se · 
. . . 

rullloura as groun<lleaf.l or exagge~ated, an4 he told J!arl Grey :· ·. · . .. . . . . 

quite fra~kly that he attached very little i mportance ·to them.· 
. . 

To 'McKinnon he wrote& .11 3hould these 'nrisguideu pe opl e ·real ly · : 1{1. 
. . 

be induced to break out, .. ou~ . r>or3itio~, m.ilitarily, is fa.r 

~tfferent fro111 v-:•hut · it was in all _prev~ous wars , as 'v'!e occupy 

.Po.s tB :l n the )I) ida t of them, . and have the :port of East L ondo n 
. . 

t o throw in suppliefJ .and . x:einforcemcnts.- .11 :3i r Harry v1as 

neverthe.....-l e~;o induced by the Council to proceed t.o the frontier, 
. . 

and he l eft the Cape from 3imon'e Tiay in H.U.3. "Herwes'' :on 1?1. 

!~he 1'?th Oct.obe r, . arrtving three days later a~ East !, onclon • .. 
. . 

·· Th e ·l,)eo.flle of East London would have been 1>lcased to have had 

i nhab itants, was presented to ·him, cone;ratulating hi111 on his 

aafe 'arrival, n.ncl a.dviGing him of a memor i al •;;rhLch thP.y in-

t':!ndeU. presenting to him in ·the ncar future. 

:Jt.r Harry ....... 
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49. . . . : 

:Jir H;;1.rry proce ede'd to Kine 'flilliamstown on 'the d<:t.y 

of his,lanrling, ·and rel)orted to ~arl Grey _ and others th £~t, 

' ·I ' , ; .·,. 
: - . ~, _; I .1! .:r; f_ 

'I ! I ;: J l 
! : II ··:!\ (') . . . . . . ·. 

he hacl "1-las r:J e<l throu~h a 1)ortion of the territory ~f Uwhala 

and Puto, 'Nhere the Ka.firs a_pj)eared· to be in the most -ha.11:;,>y 

t~. nrl co n ten ted co nd i t i o n • " Critlplsi.ng the Governo_r's light. 

viP-w of th~ danger on .the :frontier, - and his statement wi Lh ' 

rc3at'tl to th~ tranquillity on the frqnti~r, the "Graham::; toviri · 
. . 

Journ8.l" of the 2nd november says& "It ia o. f a.c t well · known 
· .. 

to f!Very· coloni~t, tha.t taking the whole · of Kafirlan<l, _perhaps 
,) 

no ~p .. r .t of ·it is .so thinly ,vopulated as t.ha.t between East 

! , p I r" 

llA 
! i~ ·l :]~1-: ~ . . . 

: I ll , . 1~ ; ' . . ! n 

-: ! : ,It: 
; j : ~ ' 

. ' t ~·: I I ., i 

I ·: i \ 

' : 1 \1 : 
: ~ ' lf t: 

' I ·I i . · , I If! i 
London and_ King \lilliamsto-..Ni.1 ." _The only ser.ious act.ion " t~en _ll; l~ , :v 
by 31 r liar ry .waS to d epa se "3a1~d i 111" ru1<l' make known this · . . _1i '· .

1 1.:\ ; V 
action to · the other chiefs, most o~ --whom replied say.lna that · . . · i l:il -' :~· 

- ~ : · · .. 'd·ll:lr··· 
6undill i had only id ·mJ -5 to blame. (3h'ortly . afterwards . the · ·. ~ ·. :j ! ~ !; /5 iji-

. · . . · .- • · · 11 ~-! ,) I .. il 
Governor was to be . found: in Cupe_tow~~nee agaih; but he was : :'1i 'r:f . : J: ,l ' ! li 

. . 'w ;.1'' not deHtine<l to have any .11eace, .for ~iaquietine 'n·ews c.:une frolll '/fJ.. r~l l i L :l 
Kaf.fir1am1, and he sa\led_ from Capetown once 1i1ore in .H.tr.c~. ~j\'( :, l·,j fl 
II r:! t D 1 f) ·"'o I h jj: H ermes on U1r. J h ccemoer u) ... . . . i jl!j ,

1

. r,:f 

The Buffalo mouth ha<l 'been p_roved ~sa. sCJ,fe l8,nding l)lac_e _! 1 { :!~: · 

for troops, and :iir Harry ~'Jl!li t~ was ac c ompanied by four com- .. ·_ 4). ! ! .. 1 ~ 1 f: 
i '1 1' l!!J, . p anies of t he 7Jrd Ree;iment under Col. Eyre • . E :--~.st London wo.s ;_H. i!~l, 

rorLunute in being r:~ltuated in the t e rritory occu1Jied by the . j: 1:·t: ii i·!; 
tl.~:J.b,:'! of Pa to, f~r . tho. t ~J-J.i.e:f rernu.ined a fe .. i thf.ul <.~J . .ly through-

i ' :: ~ i ,': j!; ;. : n ~--- ~ _,-i; 
'-, . I : 

out the vwr. P a to off t" r e ci the Gov e rnment th e aid of 1400 
i\ l· l ·I · ( i ·. rJ? I • 11 

' . II J. -~~ ~,-,: l' I, J : l 'i 
. I . 

r ieh t.tng men, and was keen "to ].)rot.ect_ all Govermnent a nd 

other wa gt._:;ons, t.ravel l i n e Ufl and d own the 3 ast IJonion To a.d ."· · 
' . 

· I i :i! i · 1_ .; 'I ; hi I ' 1 . 1 ' • i f I' i'. i ': . . ' . 
I : I I ' 
:., ' ·J .'1 ' :~ ' I 

l ,l, : I iii'· I ,; 

The war _beean in re~,:~J. earnest on Chrl:3 tmaB r.:ve, and. Y!i U1 the l(.z ~j_ ~/ ;!jj.

1

:' _;\ 
eXC<"l) t ion of .rato_, a1nJoat every chief in Ktti'fl.r1<4.nrl j oi ued in n~ ;l; i .. : 

: ~ l llj• : ,

1 

the ~encral ii1=Jing~ i l:·l ·;i!!ir/,;1 
• i . 

1
. i • r" · 

:i·:,\ ;i" .1,1:;: 
. !?:~ - : I.,, . 
• ,. : \. • t !I·J·A: 
:I 'f: ·{i,; ~!~f 
, . •,' il' , i l· •·'· : I ( " \ .,_. •. 
:_ i'it.: , .nrt1 ' : ... l 'lfl 

A Go'rernH1ent . . . . . . . 
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51. 
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A Governlllcnt Hotice - of the Dth January, 
. . 

i0ea ot the growth of Ea.st. London durina its fir~t three years 

ol' li.fe; it publis11cd ·a li:3t of landholders 3.t the port, to 

v1hom Freehold Grants w·ould be ·1llHde on .P~'..Ymcnt of q,ui t ren.t 

r~·1ewption J.>l·us uurveyine expenses (~hout .t3.14.0d. in each 

cat~e). 
" . 
The followine list· should prove of some tnteres t to 

o 1 d Eae t Londo nP.rl:l - t)?.e numbers of Erven refer, . of cotirs_e, . 

to wh::tt iG no·w called East London i'tes·t. 
; . 

(a) 

(b) 

.. .. . ., _: \: .. . 
J. ,\ntonie, 29. 
~.J·.r .. r. 8yfret, .30, 41; 
D. Penn, 31. · 
J. C. P e d<: ~ , 32. : . 

· J. Tl>o.ckwray, 33, .34. 

W. O~ilvie, )G. · . 
42. · · P. Goold, 37· 

B ,... 3-:') 
J • ullO.flSOn, 'J • 

.. ,' : . .. ·· .··· J. <?'Connor, 40. 
· . : ·:- ·. . Vlw • J o n e H , 4 3 . 

J. Tiy de r , 3 5. . .. ~ ' . . ·. 
•' .. . . : _: . ; . ·: .. ~ . 

:. 

. ... . 

. . ·. · . . , ,. 
1 .. · ::_·; 

t, : • 
4 • •• • : • • 

,~. J ,...,() ,tJn. ones, /V• . 
:r.:; • J • j,~.. Gy r ret ' 49 ' Go • . 
I'. ·-tcCormick, · 61. 
J. UcCorrniGk, 62. 

f .. ..... 

'. 

lo~eph ~al~er G). 
'lie sl cyan J.~e thod is t :3o c ie t.y, 

(>4. 
J • . Thackwra.y, 65 . . : 

I 

· ··. Jar~es R'IJder, 66 .'' · 
H. J3 • Ch r i s t i an , 6 7 • 
rlru. Bellingsley, 68. · 
Geo. Reeler, G9. 
Cyrus ~3mi th, . 70. 

J. M. Hru1l ey, 71 • 

. , .. 

During the month or· January, the vort was kept busy by 

the "Dee". , and the "rhoe.nix" being em_ployed in ~~his manner. 

On the 2 ·1 s t as 111any as 12G0 men were 1 <'~:n<led safely, together 
. . 

..· . 

·uith guns and sLore8. EaH t London wa.a I-'lu.y lnt£ her part .. ~s the 

of m.lli tary o.perations, her value being gre;ll:ly strencsth-

eneu by virtue of the fac ·t tl1::1.t her line of cormnunication with 

.Ki11~ 1/llliP.,motown lu.y tln·ouch co\1ntry occupied by the fr.lendly 

PD. to • 

"The assiut~;wce which I have received fro m 
. . 

severt-\1 of the T'8lawbie chiefs, · es1'ec.i_a1J.y 
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. . .. . ....... It is imr,os ·Jible to overestimate the 

import::~.nce, under pre.sent circumstances, _of the nJouth of .the ... 
·- . 

Buffalo." The extreme poin~ of o~erations (Fort Hare) ·was ·. ·1fr. · 
only -72 miles ftom East London, instead of 150 miles from 

Al~oa. Bay, as in the prev:ioue wars. East London's reput.a.tion 

for the safe le.nding of men ·and goods had been singularly 
t' 

clean for eome time; but towards the end of Uarch boats were 

upset in the breakers on two occasions. several people being 

drownecl. The Prel3e wa.a not slow to epreacl the news,·. a:nd to 
. 

uuee;e at tho. t there · wa~ ev;iden tly ''a sad want of pre cuu tion on 
\ . 

the pal;7t of th'oae concerned. II A ·rm~sestion W~CJ made by a 

correspondei1t that· t.'l-].cr.e were · pe.o.o\e who could furnish plan8, 1j'J, 
. . ' 

"showing how . the upsetting of cargo boo.ta lli igl~t be avoided by 
. . 

!lle'ans of . an endless warp communicating. with the ship without 
I ·. 1 

a man on board the · boat." These and ont~ or two o tl1e.r t'tccidents 
. . . 

·we.re the probable cause of. the re-opening of the old question 

of the relative Hle.rib:J of East London arld ·j·iaterloo Bay. The 

latter ·was favoure<.l "c?Y aMi:. Stanto.n of 7ort Beaufort, who 

aaid of the :BuffR.lo that its situation "exposes it. to a greater 

uurge, and eroun<l swell . than .any other 1>ort of the ·coast •••.•• 

• • . On the occur;ence of an acciclent; the rocky and abrupt 

nature of the ·coas-t renderB it impo~J:Jible to render a9uistancc=:. 11 

He admitted tho.t the anchorage at ·:laterloo Bay VIas "foul'.', but 

!So i ·n tetl out the few cas~al i ties and the many successful lumingL~ 

that had takei1 place th~re·. He blawe <l .the !W.rrowmindec1.ne::Js of 
! 

the Gr ahruns town mer chants for the no n-d evelo1-,ment of 1.7 a terlo o 

Dc:.y. The mouth of tho I~owie ""·>; s <:~l. s o !'Jl~t:;e;ested as· a. su1l~ 

!:ltltute for ~aot London. Mr. 6: ·1 ~1.rleo· I'ote~ of Gruharnstovm,: 

for in8tance, wrote' "Tl1e he;;:..rt of B.citi!:!h Kaffr a r.ic.'. coultt 

be penetrated from Lhe ~owie ....... instead or ·ti that 
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circuitous and dane;erous channel, · the Buffc.uo It ....... 
Ea~t I.omlon, h.owe~.r.er., held her ow;n in the .o.Qlnion: of those 

an .Qrder in Gauncil · for the 
.. 

.re;_;:.1.tl2.tion of. Customs madA it law that imports · into, or 

ex.~,')orts from the Colony, should l)e only ft'Ol!J th.e "Free Por t r3 , '' 

namely Capetov:n, :"Jimont3 Town, Port .::11~a.beLh and East London. 

I~ was at this . time ·(l,rarch 1852) that ~ i r Ha.:rry 3m i th 

was succeeded . by 3ir · G~orae Cathcart. On his way from t'he · 

Fl'ontier to East London he was met 

tl~ T,':Jlarubie chiefs w~th. old ra.to at Lheir head, and esco'1rtecl 

by their followers to the :Bu.ffalo · 1~~ou th. Here h.c saw for . the 

last tirile -t.he growing township whi ch he himself had planted 

four ycaro previously. lro1i .only the natives, but o.lso the 

lJO l>~l a t~~n of that town wer~· sorry to have to sxy f arew·ell to 

him. His departure proved to be only ~he . firs ·t of a · serl.e.s of · 
.... . 

misfortunes, which were to make 1852 a lean year. for :2;ast 

London. Tho 1 at te r half of the n1o nth of ·I.iay. so.'.'! some very 
' 

rou~h w~ather along the coust, rne..kine 'it impossible to dis-

cb1:1re;e at East London. The "Barrick" with JOOO bt~.gf3 of grain 

ha1l to sail to Al eo a Bay to discharge, a nd, what was worse, 

the "Alnatola" vva s driv~n ashore on to the rocks on the ~'.'e1~tern 

iji~e of the river. the weather iml)ro v~cl, 8trone rumours · 
trr 

.of a projecte.d atta.ck on the town cauFJed. uneasineau; SO l!IUCh 

:3u,. that arrn:> and annnuni tion were served out to all the in-

hal.'i te.ntu who n eeded t].J.cm ,. ancl a ;ruu.rcl v:a:3 .Placf~d on the 

ou ts1; irts of the town. The road 1)et1\ceen the _!;1ort o.nrl Kine; 

7iill:lD.mf3tovm Ul!:JO bec ame inf e At.ed vrith Go.ik aB , an<l a l.:tree 

c:~cort wae hee(.l ed for .eve.t•y tru.in of w tJ. t;;:::;o ns. 

were frequent, one actually t9.k ine; 1)lac e !:•.t the F o r . t. . 

Ctlall!or~an £J .LorerJ. To cro,:m a1.1. this, 

Journ.:~.l" ....... 



)3 • .. 
Jour nal·,, or tllf; 14th Aue;ust publiBhed the following p~ra· 

··= 

"Ho place in the J!.o ther Country with the same 

nwnr)er or inhnbitunt:3 shows the same amount of into:dcation 

m~ke ard.enJi Hpirits the · .Pl'incirc-1..1 article of .i m .f' o r t. a t i o n "·. 

However, with the co\nine of the lrew Year and the end 

of the ·war in sieh'L , the outlook for .18')3 'Nas a br:i.~h ter 

one . 3ir Geor~e Cathcart, C\t the conclus ion of t h e v1ar, 1ft 
made ·et red.istr.i1mtion of the ,na.tive tl'lbea, the D.lgnific::.l.nt 

p e.r t .of v:hi ch was the e:Xl)Ul Hi on of the · Gai 'ka8 frolll 't;he .:..ma tol'a 

fast.nesses, o.nd the loc:ation of the proved fr~.endly. tribes 

ul ong the Colonial bo~ndary (Kei s karua riv~r). 'rhe · Am c. t.o l a · 
. . . 

l'egio~ vtas to be a noyal Reserve under n1.Llttary control n.ncl 
· ' 

occupa~ion, the· first village esta"blil:lhed there being 

" 
I~e i::JlcanJa Hoek. The ap~ended map is to be found in o. Blue 

. . " . Book enGitled "8un<lry Printed Official Pal)ers and reports 

before 1054~1 and ahovis the di s tribution made by Cathcart in 

.A.P r il 

During the war ..... 
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·. · . 

During the war, Captain · St~lnt~n had acted ' aa Resident 

l.i'ac;.is tra te in East I.Jo ndo ·n, and after peace hud be en made 

there were rumours of a Civil apvointtnei1t, a·s the Captain 

was expected to joi0 h~s regiment. 

An intereati.ng prorosal came in July from Kine :;tillia .. m'a 

Town, vrhere aome enterprising coloribJts pu t forward . the idea 

of a Boating ·Company at Eas t .. London. Their cue callle · from the 

fact tha.t the Government, by .cha..re;ing 11rivate part~es for 

eoods landed, het .. <l not only .Paid . their own eXJ)enses of landine 

Government stor~e, but had. actually · cleared. £200()! · Those 

111en direq tly interested ·in t,he scheme lost no tirne in vvri tine . 

to all parte o·f Kaffrar.ia, Burgl1er's Dorp and <t,neenstown; in­

·vi ting the co-operation of merchants and traders il"l: those 

.~"'·,:·~ aree.f3. Fro1n various. reports," the chief: exports from the 

13uffalo .mouth at that time were hides, gum, meo.l.ies . and 
' 

ICafir· corn; to Mauri tiua v1e nt exports of :Cat cattle and. 

sal ted mea't, the su..l tine eatablif3hment beina; run by lSessrs. 

Pilkineton and J.~cDonald. 

'I . 
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The information in this paragraph is common knowledge, 
but a useful summary by Mr. C. Graham Botha in the 
"Cape Archives Index: No.l0 11 has proved of great 
assistance to the writer. 
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rropo:H~.l X.9r LhP. Arme.xution of ~J;!:..U t I.ondon tr., }~l~itish 
l~4.L-L~: ar :l a ( ~.1..1-1 J '29).. ' . 

By 13)4 a very. eurious r,o:::; t f.ion · had <.Hi:;;en in r~gu.rtl to 

the J:l0:J:Ltion of British Kaffr<.:~.ria. · In Deceml>t;r 1350, J.d~tt~rtJ 1ft 

r'atent had been issuetl for the o.dlu.tn.i.:3 trat . .ion 6f J3ri Gis}J 

J(c.ffra:riL•.. The ·,·rar of Umlunjeni had eausec.l · these not to be 
t ;. ·--NO • • • • •••• • • O 0 o --· o0 --

published., und_ :3lr Geure,e Gathca::-tJcoulcl not have been aware 
. . 

of thew when he matle hia fror~'tier ::~e t'tlement in 185] . · Eefcir.e · 

l1ie departure, however, he received the Letters ?atenL of · 
. . . 

1.~D.rch 1854, . oubsti tu tlng tho!Je i:3t:.med· before the .war. .:\c. ciord . .tng 

fron: tht: Colony, and not u.ncler - its laws .• It ·v'.roulcl 'be e;ov,.:rnt:d 

ueve~· theless by the Governor o~ the Cape, with an .:!::x.ecutive . 

Council chosen by himGelf. \'lh~n General Co. thcar t left in 

1G)4- , he· handed over these "Le'.tters .?atent" to 3ir · George 

8lt~rk ('3.L>ecial Commiss\.oner for · the Oro.nee · I1iver 3over l'i ignty, 

3-ncl /~ctlng High Cowmissioner) in the beli.ef th.::t.L hG vraa to . 11r~ 

\Hlt. ll 1..11~ year 18}5'. ...u thoush Tiritis/1 I~u.Ifr~rlo. ~.:unt'LuL<ed 

to be ad 111 .i. n i s t e r e d a :3 

1'"'"""1.! ~ t . ~ . ' 1] . .,J'j ·r- '.'i8.!J one OJ. uncct· · · ::tl.n~,y, e~:3.!)8Cla. ... y 1n 

r.l.'ov lnce Oll l.~he J.ine r.l of the postl)IJlled I"etter ~; I'E!.ter~t, it 
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of Rer:~ident • T 1 t"l r.',.., H1 v 1,\ ne u ::> 1 , . \ . 

until after the annexation: of :Bl'.L'~fsh ICafiraria in 1SGG. 

find hint from the outset ba:~tl.ing for a definite ::;u :~t.ow8 

J. a~; ::;f: elJJed very clooe 'Nhi.~n Eri tieh Ko.ffraria was to be acl-

. ro~inli;J ~eq;d quite oelHl..Ta..tely fro1;1 the Colot~y. In ;;uch an 

event i L would. be nec.eG3ury Lo use every · weans. pos::Jibl~ to 

d.i~couro.(!;t:.> the .tl'€lde of Graham!3 town ':;ri th Br.i. tiuh ICn.f'f.r:::.ria, . 

and to foster the· trade :throue;h the legi tiw::.:.te channel of l to 

own po'r t. He con tiinued __ JD._ .. t11_i.s ,_.~J.tJ:a.iru "The reaaon vtn~' ·~he . 1{.z, 
' ' ' I , _ 

Gruh~:::J town merchant can! now :.m cce at~ fully COHll '(;' te vr i th tJ10 se 
. . 

in Bri t.l8h Kaffraria is that.,· hav..Ln15 h.l1:1 own e:-3 ta1)lL31JJnent at 

Alc;oa Bay, and a lc.Hee capital, he import!:J h.ls ~oods direct 

from the couutries where they are _produced • · •••.•• 2)~'& chea_pcr · 

than t1H! l'Jerchants here, who ar~ men ent,i.rely SU.!.)~ortetl by 

'!Iouseo in Gape Town~ ••••. . • T[le levying of ':::u:;tornuDuty . on r 

. "" all soods i.Hi_porte<l at· East London will · have"immed io.te effect 

of f0rci.n.r.c direct traJ.e ••..•••• and vrhen once thHt is eot:~1)J.L:.;h-· 
- # 

' 
eu, the r.:ow.:;1eti.l;ion of the · GrahaTn8town merf]hantG need 11ot be 

fe:..tr9d. T.l1e sreate:.~t encoura.e;crnent the literch0.hbJ . C£~n have 

Lo coJrJ Jnence d irc-;ct in·,ilOn?tat:Lou~ v;oulcl he the ereution of ~ 
.. 

~~~ r.~ c n' fJ Eol!,: lttg I'Ta~·q·house at thi~J ;)art." IIi 8 c 0 l1 ~ e n t i 0 ll Y! :1 s 

Lli v.t if 
~ .. 

u · " ~ t r ad e b '=' tw e e n prod u c i n 1I c· o un t r i. e s u. ncl ~a t:1 t 

I.or:clon vt• .. t·· ·· arrantied, 2.nd a :Bonding ·:ra.:c ehcnl:3e CTected for tihe 

convc·nicnbe of imporLers, tlte 0r:l.h~tm81;nwri merch.:.nt8 '.\'Oill.cl r~ot 

\11? '-~.hle t, tJ carry 011 t.heir overland trwle wi t1l KLtf.::-rar.i.o., tind 

I~ uri' r cu.· 10. r o r t.1J f~ · ••• 
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Kaffraria for the previous year (1 053),-

(~) Brl~iah an<l for(·ien rn!l.nufacturen and othFJr eoochl .;~ ·)2 , ]00 
(bJ Goo(l::J llroclucerl an<l wo.nufa.cte.reJ. in 8;.1pe Coloriy ~ ...::1),000 

To tal; 
• I 

The clu •. ty on the former (a) would. 'be roucshly ~J ,922.10s., 

e<.n ;:i,moun~ wllicl1 might .well be .absorbed. 1)y EaGt London. Variou.g 

GU~Geationa for · ~hc raising of Revenue in British Kaffr~ria 
. 

. were pul; forward by Mr • .Tcnnin~s. He considered it only fair, 

that, as Kaffraria exiG~e<l as a J.)rotection for the Colony, .the. 

fanner !lhould he allowed to ret:,'Ulate and collect ·cuwtOJns du t.Lr~s 

r .or it!J o·;m treaaury . :p'or eoods carried overland from Gra-
. I 

hamstown; com.pensation· for duties received on these goods by 

the Cape treasury mieht be given to British · I~o.ffrarL~.. :Jhoul<.'l. 

t.her;e l,)rOl)OSitions not 1>o received favourably, l.~r. Jenning~ ' 
\ · 

sue;e;ested that a fixed annual sum lllieht. be paid l;o 13riti8h· . 

.I-;:a'.rfru.ria in lieu of J.11 .Customs d.uties (to be collected by the 

Col.ouy). The sum· ln8ntioned was between ..82000 und. £]000 . 

Before th il:'J que8 tion .v~<.~ .. a clecided , ano t:1er e f fort vta::> Jn .::,(le 

to detract. f1;·ozo the re.!futaLion of :Snst London . :.>he h~d !; t.'.'Od. 
"' -

the challAngeof the· ',l'aterloo Bay OJ},positlon, ~.nd tllP. KoY!ie 

was too faT ~r01n the scene of . ' . 
a.c~J~on. 

wan mude to re-eGtC~.blish ·~·;aterloo 39..y, · a cl ·~ ,;)Ut<:tt..ion \'t<:~l t,inc; on 

General C&..thcart and finding him symrlathetic toriardt~ the .r.n·o-

l:)OS~l. The GoveJ.'nor went 1..\S far as to 1.1erouade the ~ec:ret.:~.1.·y 

of ~ Ln.te for thP. Colonie :3 Orewca!3 tle) to 1)etJ Low hi8 rw .. me on 

Lhe port. A lJ tLle township vrc.ts to be run in conjun<.:tioll wi l;h 

lTewca8tle B :::y, · and plqt:~ of ~ro'..md there werr:: fetchLn;,; v e ry 

::3aid.; "I1:1 u col!llnercial l)oint of view it yv"iJ.l be r-1.1')rmt 100 

;ni.ll;!s nearer the whole 1 i.ne of the :T.:S. dL.; b· i.r;'tt3 tk.'.n ;u!y 

is true, tn · t.hr; .... 
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is true, to the Upper districts, but the line of ra~d is so 

near the Kaffir border, in some cases passing through the 

Ka~fir gardens, that a great number of persons would prefer 

going a day or two further to Newcastle Bay to hazarding the 

probable results of a journey through any part o~ the Ka~~ir 

country." True it was that Cathcart's policy was one not 

easy to maintain, especially in the Amatola regions, but the 

above article probably made the situation appear much worse 

for East London than it really was. Many of these proposed 

seaports were nothing more or· less than e~forts at speculation, 

efforts thus calculated to be urged to the utmost, and it sp~ke 

well not only for the reputation of the Buffalo mouth, but elso 

for the tenacity of the people there~ that such attempts as. 

these proved fruitless. In tpose early days, East London was 

well worthy of the. title o-r nThe Fighting Port", a title which 

came to be applied to her in later days. 

To illustrate the uncertainty of the position of British 

Kaffraria, and the anxiety of its white population (and probably 

also of the Kaffirs)' to become independent of the Colony, an 

article communicated to the "Grahamstovm Journal11
, in June 1854 

speaks for itself:- "We have a report here that the lond looked 
p 

for Letters Patent have arrived .••••• to establish British 

Kaffraria as a Crown Province under the administration of a 

Lieutenant Governor and Council. East London is to be added, 

thus giving us a port of our own, the Customs Dues at which, 

if properly regulated, will yield a considerable amount, and 

will enable the Government to reduce the enormous tax we have to 

pay at the present time in the .shape of licences, etc. The 

Buffalo will then become of vast importance - intended by nature, 

as this noble river is, to contribute to the welfare of the 
I 

Eastern Frontier, and 

particularly • • • • • • 

~ . ' i 
! : I .. 

' I 
.; ·.·. 

• I : ~ 

I 

. ~ . 
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! 
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18&" l)a.rttculaely of thi ~3 flrovince, c~ueenatovm , t?.tlll aJ.l the 

country Ln th.:d~ direction. It nn1!~ L ev·~ntually become the 

.L'ort f1·01tl v:hi.ch u11· the produce from thet~e di.._;tr.i.cl·.s 'Nill . 

to sa.y. has o.l ready commenced. ·,-ri th. u. 1-3lnall· e::-:.c- endl ture 

compared t.o the amount wh.i.ch nrust be e~ll(~ri,J.e,~ on the l(ovrie, 

it coulu l>e wade one of the finest .£lorts on this c.or..:jt. )W 

At l)resent there are two . plero built of 8to~1e, at a ohort 

· <l.lstance ·r~om the entrarice of the river, furui.shP-d \\~.l t.h cran r~ s 

and other al) . .P11ances for cl:locharc;ing cargo. · Vessels of Bwall. 

1:1ize enter ·and discharge their ·c areo in fi.::·s t rate order, and 

with. e;reat despatch ••••••• 11 

Col. Liacl:.can in 1\.ugnst made some interesting observations 
l{t. 

on the accounts of the CustoHJs Department at ~as!; London. ··The 

veuoels landing. good3 at the v~rt we~e nearly all Coastwise 

vessels, because the l~ercantiJ.e I-Iouoeo there vrere werely off-

s}toot:-3 frolll C.:tpcto,Nn Hou rJ es. But he noted th :1t direct im-

l)orto.tton h::.td been ~3 t.e8.dily incre ctsing , v1hilr:• cxport.u.tion~J 

In the Caj?e l'c..rli.:~.r,;ent on the 1 0t~1 .~u!::.ust. of this ye:;.r, lj,..~. 

q1~ite o. n .uttcr v\'a::> c:t~~:-J EJll over a ruHlnur th::J.t ~ 11tickct-of-lc H'f.:> 
I 

l'l '.'n" v1cre to be · introd.u;ced .i. nto :Br.ltish I~.affraria. 
! 

8 tockP.nntro¢ ltl !~loved that . the correspond1'!nc e r(~l ativc.~ to this 

l'cc,-;ive t hecc c o nvicts fr om Bermuda . Both the ~~ttonney G~ner-

;no re \'l LJ.!3 hcarc1 of it.. 

i\. t; tile :; <.l.i: t ~ . . . . . . . 
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Go. 

A~ the nrune time, an anor1ymous tra.\rell0.r wat~ seeing a 

vinion of Kin~ ·;;i:tliarnstown an(} ~::1.ut I.-onclon 011 t!H~ decl:i.nP.. 
~ . 

"Titi:Jine r~!:l ," he wrote , "i8 1H~ginning to c:·:hibi t the Ull'''i~; t ;:;·~}~e -

n,1)le s,i~n of a reaction •••••.. !l:e.st Lo udon too •.•..•. seer1:8 

ul~o dest.ined to share t he fate of King '.7Llli<:'l.m::~town, f r_om 

whom .:~lone it . C.eri ves i·tB exi3tr;nce, c. .. l.ncl u.:)on the whole it 

ap1_..•ears 1110re thc>,n probuble that the tide of 'Kaff ir busineas 

1(r. 

will very s0on revert to Gro.hamstovm." Ea:Jt London, howev-e1·, Jf...t. 
I 

:Jouth0rn J\frica" 8 tated thu.t the .inhabit:J.nts of Jani! ·;;U.li<lm' :.1 

Town and :So.:-1 t London v1e re on the alert, nnd movin~ in t11e 

risht iilireciion-. 

The ques-Llon of · the cession ·o:r ~ast London Cc-tllle . once 1fJ. 

morP. .into lll'Olninencc · juGt then, the Lie:uten<".mt Guvernor having 

offered £14000 to British Kaffraria i n lieu of cu~toma . the 
. . 

11rovi nee · to take all · re!j_;?onnibil i. ty for the o._:>l)lic~\tion of 

t1li~; sum . Col. 1.~o.clet~n havine; reque:yte<l a 111ewor:~.nd· ... un froltl 

. . 
j e[tlouGy of "ct~rtain ~en tlcmen in G:~ . .iJC-! 'l'o?:n" ovtir . the c1uc;;tion 

'l)J. 
indc~~ndenc e of Kaf~raria. "One thin~ is (lui. te 

:l:-' f'VP.nue ICaf fr::-!.ri:ln .R.e v~nue" . I t v.rouh1 be l1P.CE:S"l'.1.l'Y t;r, h::we 

Lr.1 .!.ll'(!!3S r.11e ~.nihject of ceding the }.?ort , B.ncl i. n .::•::! l' l·.icul:J.r the 

.. ... .. I rc:c l ;r;O f:: t c·-,n:fl.dcnt 

on . acc rJunt ....... 
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on ~ccount of t.he s rea.t sav'i.n~·· 1n . dist'lnce, the ::J moo t.h Htodt~, 

bEin,:; gene:rally well SUl\.>l.ied with Wo~:ter ~!.n(.l co0d cras1-; . In 

u country 1 ike :Jou th .\f rica, the G e ad vantage1; cai1no t be to o 

the 1 ike.'' !1hortly aftervtards a siwilr~.r 1;ulo ["1J of ~as t Lo udon 

as a port was eivcn by a cor rec2ondent in· re~J.y to a letter . 

?~ai :·;ine; thP. ne•H .Po-rt of Colchester (b.ro mi. le .:;; to the i~ast or 

the 3uncl G()'U Rl ver). · · The l!el' !> On 'lvho had been Hi liC:ing the .!.'T•.dses 
~ . . 

of this nevi rival ':vas a M.i·. G~r1mt t. , '"ho had '•·· .·• .. . ... ... ~ f:r~ 

~ 
~9 a/\cutterJ one of the firs·t ve:.>sel s .1:' • OJ. a.ny s.lze 

1ft 

to be luur1ched at E a st r, .. ondon. E~st LonO.ol?':-; champion, . vth.ile 

not wiBhi ng to detract · in ·any wa~r f .rom the value of · ;:;o lcheuter , 

h8.d taken :JOWe t rouble to fi nd out the opinio r1:::1 helcl by ex-
1f.J... 

p e.rie ncecl tnari ne1· s ·of ;!!a8t L ondon. He put; ! his o b~J er·fa tions 
~ 

into Lhe fo 11 a '\v ins 'Nortls 1 " in the <~lli nio n •J'f the ... .. .. 

. 
po r ~ , the Oi'fic.cr o~ }:n.::lneel's , 1oaate rH of merGhant vessels, 

·and m:.1.n.y o tl 1er cen tl Ci•len ca.[.labl e of fo rmine; u. co1· rc c t e::; C i.J ~!L'. te 

of the c :tr•:=tllil l ties o.i t!1e :SufL:lo ;l1iYer , it o.ffo ~:ds f ~~ cili.tiF.:; 

on the ~astern coa::>t of Africa can claim ::tel~/ .:;•ret.c·:·ntion to ... 11 

l'U)) •l ltl~ t.heJn <::~8hr:•t'e, 3.\11.1 I•'i.ckinz :llJ t:~e 1le"oris i :n bo::tt!:i 

' a ftt'l'Yianl :; ! '' ';/he..tevel' }le ;ni.:3h~ !lf.l:', h .. w;evr.~r , •;;u.u ·helied b~r 

t!.t~ f :J.C~8 for u2 to this tL rr: e l)7Cl' )0 ,000 t t)!l!'l 1).[ c~·.:;:ocru·, 

·1£:. , 00 0 men , u.nd · 15CO u.n i ma.l s h o.d 1)C('!ll.<.•.uJ.e<.l '.!.t tllf~ .:.•c•rl:, 
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, I 

. In the Yb:.tT ·tG55 it ·.1 ec 1.dcd l-Cl c;-l.l•J. :lor tenders· l'ol' 

the c o mJ t ru c tl n n of -:>. tintlJe r };)ile :B rid~_e ucros8 the i·iver a !; 

:!::ao ~ Lo nd on . peyme nt Ghe Guccessful a.:.'.J::..i~ant would re-

celve . ' 

.2.322~ 13. 6, und it waB · ex_pected 11 th~t the tncre1:3-sed f~:.cU. i. t.ies 

:lor .traff ic. ::.1fforded~ Bridge ln place of. the _po 'nt~~n V!Ould · 

have. the eff~ct of at leas t doubline tht'~ revenue II ........ 
. ·.· . . 

. . 
e;o •Jds lande<.l_ too late fo r 1' e1noval. 

. . - . . 
n ,, rt - t ' • ,., : t 
~~Gn ~a~ Bln ~G~un on 

(the !.!ugiotr;1.te) an~ J..ir. Jenni~g::3 _ (Goil~c.-tnr o:C - Cu!-ltomt~) 
. . . : . . 

. . . . .· · : ·.. . ·."'' 
:Jhoulcl be o. larcre ' one, · ca_p ::~bl"! . of hold.ihs th-e coods- of o tr:(~r ·.· . .... . · .. 

. : ~ .. . .. . ~- . 

Jn P " ~~ 'n :~ .;., t "' ·u 1~ 0 
•• - L. ..,# . .... J J "', .,. 1 micht , l-'SY rr:nt .to 1h'. 3c o I~ t • 'l'h i ::3 w ~ s . · i r1 · ·:- ·. 

or<lfH t.o _prevent further t=t.Pl.) l i co. t ions o.f the 

The l!W. t Ler Y!8.3 

refe cred at 

t hi. !3 tillle , beco..u::>e of the uncer tai. nty ':lhich .!_)l'E'V:.ti 'te ll o.:3 to 

:S ~r.f3t I,o,1do n' ~-l future. 

" vu rposc of incorporating East Lo ndon wi th the Cro~n Provine~ 

continued unce r t::::.:i.n ty 111 LJ i. t'-l. ted 

l.) n ·r L , for c a.:..1 i t ::.l i ~; tt> 

' 
V.rJ ·I i.. C}l t i. n t'. i t!l ::.:. te,.l , 

''the 

--··· 

1lr 

1)2. 
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26th January, 1856. 
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becoHJe ";_he limit to tr·le 3rl Li :~h doJ!linion :" i !l 

Sou t1l .\.f L' le a . 

8ol. l.~aclean, however, fJ:J.Ve an ul ~0!5C t.her cl.i.ff'Arent 

He 

ar ·c i Y:::tl the newly . e~~ointed 

Civil ~ncineer for British Kaffraiia, who was to ~erort 

·ul)on the C.J..f)a.1)ilitie:3 of l~awt London as a {'art. Ee J.Jr o ·-

ceeded to tell how the roc:.d.s fror:1 ~as t Lonrlo11 to the .i.nterior 

these di3tric ts· would be en-

coura.ged to trade throuch thetr "lee;itime..te J)ort" . A le tte~r 

frow 

that c~ ·Ltle !Siclcness had been clim:L ni :':lh:L ne; the trek o;;.en, 1)u t 

that t~he yrodnction o:f y.rool 'Nas .i. ncreaf:J in3. 

wool 

The valur-· of 

-t]1e 2rn~t bulk o.L this trade CO C:I.S t-
I 

wise ~nd not directly over~ea~. 

Pil~ins~o~'s arrival , 

~o t into t0uch wlth him on the subject of h2rbau~ 

- YlO t .r. or 

.r 1'011) ::l.Lt ·t'l"' ~~~-~.11 Tr ' '' (''l I '{r"/ ~ ~- • 1 n ·' • 1J ( _, ) l.1 J•l '.:..'~ .. .A.. -~ \..,)f..) ) : ) l1:..:. lJ • I, .(, I -
if 

f 0Ul1U 

cl t; l ~.·.:; - I ntill !~tl i:n:!:: it ~3hOU1 1.t 1)C COJrltJ)f:!lCE'I.l i.'J:i :·;oun t,t:J 

• 
;u::;ui1:~1.e". 

eo ~'J t of Llv: 

l 'i J!.(! . . . . .. 
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R. 1 
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Grahamstov:n Journal: 4th. October; 1856 .• 

" Theal: "History of South Africa from 1795. 
Volume 111 , page 219. · 

British Kaffrarian Records. Volume 17 (Cape Archives) 
Surveyor General, King William's Tovm: 1853-58. (Letter 

· from Mr. G. Montagu). 
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R. 1 Grahamsto\·m Journal:. 9th February, 1856. 

R. 2 Theal: "History of ·South Africa since 179511 Volume 111 
Page 194 ff. 
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arrival of these settlers at Ea,st London, are to be seen 
hanging in the Museum at East London. 
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R. l The King William's Town Gazette: 31st January, 1857, 

R. 2 British Kaffrarian Records: Volume 64. (Cape Archives) 
Customs, East London 1853-66. (Petition of January 28th, 
1857) 

R. 3 King William's Town Gazette: 21st February, 1857. 
R. 4 King William's Tovm Gazette: 4th April, 1857. 

R. 5 British Kaffrarian Records: Vol~~e 17 (Cape Archives) 
Surveyor General, King William's Town 1853-58. (Montagu's 
report to Maclean, dated l?th·April, 1857.) 
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R. 1 

R. 2 

R . 3 

R . 4 

R. 5 

British Kaffrarian Records . Volume 17. (Cape Archives) 
Surveyor General, Kin.g: Vvilli<~rf1 1 s Tov.n 1853-.58. (Montagu 1 s 
rep ort dated 17th April, 1857). 

Idem: Montagu 1 s · le.tter of 6th · May, 1857. 

British Kaffrarian Records. Volume 406. (Cape Archives) 
Miscellaneous Letter Book 1856-57 . p.l40 (Maclean 1 s letter 
of 15th l'vJay, 1857 to Baron von St1.1tterheim). 

British Kaffrarian Records. Volume 61 (Cape Archives) 
. Resident Magistrate, 'Sast· London 1856-:-60. 

British Kaffrarian Records. Volume 64 (Cape Archives) 
Customs, East London 1853-66 . 
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x Due also to the Cattle killing which called for increased 
imports, and increas·ed the number of skins and. hides for 
export. 
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British Kaffrarian Records Vo:l.ume 406 (Cape Archives) 
. Miscellaneous Letter Book 1856-57.· 

King Vlilliam 1 $ Tovm Gazette: 27th June, 1857. 

King William's Tovm Gazette: 27th June, 1857. 
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B~itish Kaffrarian Records. Volume 61 (Cape Archives) l 'I 
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King William's Tovm Gazette: 27th June, 1857. 

King William's Town Gazette: 12th December, 1857. 
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I 

R. 1 King William's Tovm Gazette: 28th Novembe'!', 1857. 

R. 1 

R. 2 

R. 3 

R. 3 

Thea1: 11 History of South Africa. since 1795'~ Volume 111 
page 217. 

Idem: page 219 

Idem: page 217 

East London Library R~view (Quarter ending June 1930) 
contains a concise account of the German settlement. 

'. . 

.. 

j 

' . j 

; 

I 
:• 
·! 
: 
;, 

i il 
1:. 

: :11 
i <I 
I 

: 

i i 
i 
I l' 

i! 

.. 

!, 
' 

; .. 
I 

·' 
· ' 

' 
I ~ 
l 

. 
' 

l, 
I ' 
! ~ . .. 
.. 
'· 

; 

i 



l 
1 

n.-. 
{ ::::: . 

Tl,1€ '" (·' '"OI•Jen "'OGn .&>.L0' ' '·1•1 ~ 1 , · ···1)•"lltl" ' · rJ·'t ... , I ... ,.-,..,,, ··· 'J·.J· r1 ·"'<'I ~ 1 r. ·L~ ·. , r~, ~ , , . ._, '.A l . " , ~ ·~ . r .. \ • . ~ ...J t ~.... ·. . .... l.,. 1 \,..: -.A ~ • • • ........ v ... ..J 1..1 • .._. • • 

J:la.ny or . thr~ '"rec;ult:.l'::> 11 :[ 1'0 ) lj 

~} •U .=..: not 

one , f .:1r 

¥ ~ • 

r ... ~·~o ·.'.· 1 ! _c.;, !·h. 
'; , ... \.; 

, 1 

ll E' '-'· i.' 1.' :.;,!'I :_:;t':''..l ( . . . ' 
I 1 I r ' fJ 'lJ I (' 'i 1 I • l ' ', 1 • t ''f' ' I _ 
.,. ... "-' ......, 1 • •• -...J , , , I v 

. ~ . 
.:·\.. ~ c -*• c ::~) 

23r .L tL;}J 

• , • I., 
. : J. !.·· I 

" .. ~ .......... 
'I' ' ~··.1 \) 

1fr 

.f{,r 

,·I I 

: . (' 

: ,~' I 
. t't 
: ! 

I ·I 
'.'! 

' I. 
~ : 
\ . 
t' 

I, 

t 
I 

: • • I , . . i 
I.: i 
! I ; ' 

j.;: i 
I I ,I 

i i .. !i 
' I r., . ~ 

f , :I 
~ ~ I 

! . j ~I 
' ' 

· ·i . I 

(: 1 
! : ' :.:: .; . 

'7."'~· ,·. 
I f •' ,I' I 

....-;-... .. ., 
I I 

;: 
'. 
I 

' !·: I 

' 
~ . I : , . . .. 
,; : :· :. II 

\ l ' 
• I ~ ;, 

' I 

•' 'i: 
l I 

' 'I I 

:: ! 

I. 

; '. 

',0 I 

' I .I 
• I 
. ! 



J . Page 73. 1· 

R. 1 British I<affrarian Records Volume 109. (Cape 1\rchives) 
Government Notices 1847- 66 . (Sale of Crown lands on both 
sides of the river in ~iay 1857 and January 1858) 

R. 2 

R. 3 

R. 4 

East London Library Review (Quarter ending June 1930) 

British Kaffrarian Records~ Volume 6 1 . (Cape Archives) 
Resident Magistrate, ~ast London. 1856-60 . 

King William's Town Gazette: 23rd January, 1858. 
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Page 74. · 

R. 1 King William's Tovm Gazette~· 6th F~b:ruary, 1858. 

R. 2 

R. 3 

R. 4 

R. 5 

R. 6 

R. 7 

R. 8 

, I 

British Kaffrarian Records.Volume 93 (Cape ·Arc!-lives) 
Civil Engineer (letter from Pilkington to ~aclean) 

King William's Town Gazette: 19th June , 1858. (Lead ing 
article) 

King William's Town Go.zette: 14th August, 1858 (Letter 
by "Observer") 

British Kaffrarian .Records. Vo~Jme 93 (Cape · Arc~ives) 
Civil Engineer. (?ilkington's resig11ation) 

King '.'!i lliam' s Tovm Gazette: l8t":1 Septe:::ber, 1858. 

King \'!i lliam' s Tovm Gazette: 25th Se?te:n"::>er, and 
16th October, 1858. 

Government Gazette, 1858. Government Notice .of 12th 
July. 
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R. 1 British Kaffrarian Records. Volume 109. (Cape Archives) 
Government Notices (October 28th and November 15th, 1858) 

R .• 2 British Kaffrarian Records. Volume 93 (Cape Archiyes) 
Civil Engineer • . 

R. 3 King William's Town Gazette: 21st August, 1858. 
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R. 1 

R. 2 

R. 3 

l •j 
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' 
King 1.'-/illiam' s Town Gazette: 26th rv1arch , 1859. 
columns ) 

' ! 

( Correspondeno~ !j 

King William's 'Town Gazette: 5th April , 1859.· 

Government Gazette 1859. Proclamation dated 9th July. 
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R . l King William 's Town Gazette: 23rd t.Tuly, 1859. 

R. 2 Theal:"History of South Africa since· 1795." Volume 111 
page 224 ff'. 

. , R •. 3 

.. . 

British Kaffrar ian Records Vo 1ume '94. (Cape .. Archives) 
Civil Engineer. (Trill's memorandum.,.re·· ~J;'ainway to 
King William 1 s -Town) . . 
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R. 1 

R. 2 

R. 3 

British Kaffrari~n Records. Volume 94 . (Cape Archives) 
Civi l Engineer. (Trill's letter of 17th September, 1863) 
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Page 81. 

R. 1 British Kaffrarian Records Volume 63 (Cape Archives) 
Resident Magistrate, East London. 

R. 2 Government Gazette 1866 (17th April). 

R. 3 Cape Blue Books. No.49 (Cape Archives) 
Harbours 1856-78. (Report by J.F. Bourne) 
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terri tory was divided into two fiscal divisions, .each having 

two .membera of parliament. East London was to be one of 

these divisions, and the increase in public business in the 

town resulting from the extension of its boundaries and 

jurisdiction led Mr. Jennings to apply early in 1866 for 

more commodious premises for Court Room and offices. The 

first election for Members of Parliament for the division 

of East London took place on the 4th A,pril 1866, and resulted 

in the return of Messrs. William Bell and Henry Sparkes, Senr. 

The Cape Government at once took in hand the harbour 

works at East London, realising the value of that port as 

an inlet to the Eastern districts of the Colony (extending at 

that time up to the river Kei.) The Colonial Railway Engineer 

-inspected the works and made an exhaustive report to the 

Colonial Secretary, in which he favou·red the innnediate completion 

of the East Pier, and the construction of a Western Pier. The 

latter he considered most important, for it would protect the 

entrance and the harbour from the surf; he considered that it 

should run past the south side of the lighthouse, and in the 

direction of the "Blinders Rocks" (see Sir John Coode's map on 

P.83). When the weather was unfavourable for work on the piers, 

occasional work might be done towards extending the training 

walls on either bank. His estimate of the cost of such works 

(assuming paid labour was used) was:-

Western Pier .. £36,177 .. 
Eastern Pier z £39 015 , 
West Training Wall .. £20,535 .. 
East Training Wall £ 1,850 
Removing stones ' £ 2,000 

£99,577 

Had East London ••••• 
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R. 1 Cape Blue Books. (Cape Archives) Railways (1855-76). 

0 

l 
,j 

' . .:' •'· 

. . · 

...,. - .:·,···· - . 



82. 

Had Eaat London continued to exist chiefly-on the 

West Bank of the river, this plan would have beenfollowed 

to the letter, but with the coming of the railway to the 

port in the early 70's the character of East London was Jf, 

changed. As this_ survey is not intended to proceed beyond 

1866, no detail can be given, but it is suff'icient to say 

that the railway line was laid on the East bank, and the 

town on that side soon grew to be the more important part. 

The city today lies chiefly on the Eastern bank of the 

• Buffalo, her people forgetting often the insigni~icant 

"ward" on the opposite bank which was the birthplace of 

"The Fighting Port", a port whose foundation and early 

history were as roman~ic as those of any other port in South 

Africa • . :. 
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