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decisions for the city state (hence Roberts uses the term “political" for "deliberative" in
his translation of Aristotle), He would typically be concerned with ways and means, war
and peace, defence, imports and exports, and legislation. These would be the themes,
the propositions, that the speaker would develop in his speeches. 85

"Strategical topics" can be used with all three species of rhetoric. They are
similar to the "topic” of degree and provide strategies of argument.

In the treatise, the Topics, Aristotle works this theory out more fully.

He finds the logical basis of topics in his theory of logical categonies (1.9.103b):
substance, quantity, quality, relation, place, time, condition, state, activity, and
assivity. These provide predicates for four sources of argument (1.13.105a): (1)
E}he provision of propositions by means of definition, lgenus, property, and accident.
For example, "I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life" (John 8:12) utilizes definition and property.
(2) The distinction of how many different ways a thing can be said. This is less
common in the New Testament, but can be seen in reinterpretation of words of the
law: "For he is not a real Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true circumcision
something external and p}:};sical" (Rom. 2:28). (3) The discovery of differences. In
the parable of the sower, the seed falls on different kinds of ground which produce
different results. (4) Utilization of similari.
parables: "With what can we compare the seggdom of God, or what parable shall
we use for it? It is like a grain of mustard ..., with amplification of the
comparison (Mark 4:30- l%. Understanding of the theory of topics after Aristotle is
best seen in Cicero’s Topics and in the influential treatise of Boethius, De Topicis
Differentiis.(citations of biblical books are as Kennedy has them)86

A rhetorical discourse co. sists largely of various amplifications of the

%. This is a common topic of Jesus’

fundamental issue by supporting "topics".87 In rhetorical speeches, this "repetition”
(amplification) is needed to communicate effectively with the audience, because a
speech is a linear progression of words and sentences. Amplification applies not only to
logos-based proofs, but those based on ethos and parhos as well. Amplification is aided
by the repetition of key concepts in words which will communicate with the hearers
(readers) of the discourse. Communication and conviction will be further enhanced by
relating the issue(s) to the life experience of the addressees. The basic issue will be
repeated in different words, so as to maximise the opportunity of reaching different
kinds of people. This process of presenting the basic thesis of the discourse by working
through all the “"topics”, is called ergasia. A brief, sketchy discourse without ergasia would
risk alienating the support of people through lack of understanding,

85The development of "material topics” is seen in 1 Tim. 1:1 which introduces "topics"
developed in the rest of the letter. This is investigated in the rhetorical analysis in chap. 4.

86Kennedy, Interpretation, 21. An example of (1) is found in 1 Tim. 1:8; of (2) in 1 Tim.
1:9-10; of (4) in 1 Tim. 1:10. Examples of (3) occur frequently in the letter in comparing Paul’s teaching
with that of the false teachers.

ﬂ"’L.‘tnusl':verg, Elemente, §71.
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































