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Another unusual argument which Athenasius uses to underline

the victory of Christ's Resurrection is that His death on the
Cross "which took place in the air" is efficacious in casting
down the devil. This notion, curious and forcign to cur undsr-
standing, is possibly derived from the belief that the devil

and his power cperates in the atmosphere and that through Christ's
being 'lifted up' to His death on the Cross, the victory of His
death has clearcd the air and "prepared the way for us up intc

heaven.”1

The victory over death continues to be manifested by the
disciples and followers or Christ who no longer fear death but
"degpise this life and practise to die."2 Every time a Christian
ig martyred, or a man "weak by nature" leaps forward to death
"for Christ'’s sake electing to rush upon death in preference
to 1life upon earth"3 Christ's victory over death is proclaimed.
His disciples are enabled to face death undaunted both because
of the victory which He Himself won in tho Resurrection =2nd be-
cause He is alive and contimues 0 be active.® The activity
of the Living Christ is further evidenced by the adulterer who
has ceazed to commit adultery, the murderzr who no longer mur-—
ders, the profane who has become r:ligious, the overthrow of
the unbeliever's false gous and idols.

"For where Christ is named, and his faith, there all
idolatry is deposed and all imposture of evil spirits

is exnosed, and any spirit is unable to endure ecven the

name, nay, &ven oa barely hearing it, flies and dis-

appears. But fthis work i¢ not that o1 onc dead, but

0of one that lives - and especially of God."5

Then, as if to meke guite certain of all the evidence that
roints to the fact that Jesus Christ is the Risen Lord who has
conguered death, Athanasius concludes with yet another argu-
ment., It is intended for those who would deny the reality of
Christ's Resurrection cn the grounds that He is invisible.

The argument is that even a blind men, though he cannot see
the sun, can feel the warmth that the sun gives out and there-
fore knows that there is a sun above the earth. Thus, though
Christ is not seen, men witness and experiehcé the power of
His Resurrection and can know that He is the Risen Christ.
"For it is plain that if Christ be dead, he could not be ex-
pelling demons and spoiling idols, for a dead man the spirits
would not have obeyed."6

1. Cf. op. cit., 25.

2. op. cit., 28 EL.C.C.;
3. op. cit., 29 (L.C.C.
4. Cf. op. cit., 31.

5. op. cit., 30 EL.C.C.)
6. op. cit., 32 (L.C.C.)















































































































