























































































































XHOSA FRONTIER?;GY

RELEVANT SITES !

FRONTIER DATES MAJOR XHOSA f CAPE GOVERNOR CAPE FRONTIER POLICY MAJOR BATTLES
WAR LEADERS ‘ FOUND TODAY
First 1779-1781 | Rarabe. Tribal custom remﬁﬁd van Plettenberg,| Cattle thieving forced the| A series of Fish River = as 5
ownership of langgysufruct Cape Government to declare| cattle raids. boundary (58); ‘
fashion; policy WMJtake the Fish River as its Bruint jieshoogte -~ |
cattle from WhltEfwrs. Eastern boundary, there— as site of first
! fore adopting a complete clashes
segregation policy.
Further clashes forced the
Governor to send a
Commando under Adriaan van
Jaarsveld, which tempo-~
rarily cleared the Zuur-
veld of Xhosa and took
about 5000 head of cattle
as booty,
Adopted a policy of
appeasement towards the
Xhosa,
Second 1789-1793 | Ndlambe (as The D.E.I. Companymllcy van de Graaff, | Pursued a conciliatory Raids and Zuurveld (known as
Regent for of appeasement was n as - policy towesrds the Xhosa. skirmishes., Albany today). "
Gaika) being weak by the %z and But after Ndlambe's inva-
gave them confidengyp sion two commandoes,
raid, Consequentlidlambe under H,C,D, Maynier,
entered the Zuurvelp penetrated as far as the
conguer the rival %webe Buffalo River and
clans, 0t recovered many cattle,
4 but were unable to clear
; the Zuurveld, Thus an
uneasy peace settled
over the Zuurveld.
Third 1799-1803 | Baika and Joined Hottentots‘w and Yonge and First British Occupation Zuurveld and Fort Frederick - ﬁﬂf
Ndlambe, attacked white Ffarmin Dundas, government sent General Graaff- Port Elizabeth (70). 1,
1799; Klaas Stuurm Hans T.P., Vandeleut to guell Reinet

o e
(4

S

Trompetter and Boesled
further Hottentot ¥ .in
1801 against the Zueld
boers; Xhosa remauln
Zuurveld,

the second Graaff-Reiret
revolt in 1799 - success—
fully accomplished by
April 1799; Britain
also saw Fish River as
the boundary, but
adopted a conciliatory
policy toward the

Xhosa, Hottentots
joined Xhosa and
skirmishes occurred;
Dundas organised & peace
agreement (in order to
maintain peace Fort
Frederick was built and
garrisoned with 350 men)
The third Graaff-Reinet
revolt of 1801 prompted
further Hottentot raids
which were not success-—
fully guelled, Thus
Zuurveld still full of

Xhosa,

skirmishes ,
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Fourth 1811-1812 | Gaika and The Xhosa contlnedﬁw Cradock. Cradock decided to use force British attack, Kaffir Drift Posts

Ndlambe. raids as the Fish Ry was instead of conciliatory (67);
easy to cross and tfense policy. He sent Lt. Col, Lombard's Post (66);
bush provided excel) Graham to use colonists and Grahamstown (59).
cover, Craham’s tpg troops to free Zuurveld.
defeated Ndlambe eagf This was accomplished i.e.
the Sunday’s River:Jyre 4th Frontier War. He also
killed indiscriminay,.no i, Reinforced frontier guards
prisoners taken, crgnd ii. Founded Grahamstown and
dwellings destroyed, Cradock to act as military
Within a week the xmhad bases; iii. Encouraged a
to flee across the F denser farming population by
River or hide in the granting guitrent farms in
Zuurberg. e the Zuurveld; iv, Ordered a
Thus Xhosa defeated row of forts to be built to
forced to leave the p- guard drifts across the
veld, Graham’s ca%n Fish Rivers. They were farm—
left the Xhosa sha&am. houses or wattle-and-daub or
subdued, : stone built shelters

; enclosed by primitive earthen

- -redoubts e,g, van Aardt’s

3 (near Cookhouse), Kranz Drift

; (farm near present Pigot

: Bridge), Kaffir Drift Post,

¥ Upper Kaffir Drift Post
(near Fish River mouth),
Lombard's Post {farm near
Bathurst). Cradock's policy
was to draw a line between
black and white by sweeping
the Xhosa beyond the Fish
River, For the first time
the Zuurveld had been cleared
of Xhosa.

Fifth 1818-1819 | Gaika, The feud between Gaiand Somerset, Proclaims his 'spoor law! Battle of Amalinde flats and
Ndlambe. Ndlambe caused this ) . policy. Allows fairs to be |Grahamstown giant worm castsy
Makanna » After Ndlambe defeatfaika organised at Fort Willshire Battle of Mekanna and the

at the Battle of Amade where trade by barter system |Amalinde battle of Grahams-

(Debe Nek flat) Baiksked
Somerset for help. -=®y
beat Ndlambe, who. reiated

doctor - Makanna et
who was reputed to
masterminded Galka'ﬁéa+
at Amalinde and theiack
on Brahamstown, = Thitish
regroup and defeat Mnbe:
and Makanna surrendg
(imprisoned on Robbésland)
Baika again a key Fie,

was allowed under military
supervision. Somerset aids
Baika to defeat Ndlambe,
Major Willshire kept Ndlambe
out of Grahamstown and even-
tually counter-attacked and
defeated Ndlambe, Thereby
regaining control of the
Zuurveld. Negotiates a 'no
mants-land' between Fish and
Keiskamma Rivers - this
neutral belt required many
forts and a denser white pop-
ulation, Somerset’s obser-
vation posts consisted of:

a. An outer line 1. Kruger's
farm (near Slagter's Nek),

2, Somerset Farm 3. Prinsloo’s
4, Roodewal (Cookhouse)

5, van Aardt's 6. Paul
Bester's 7. De Langa's 8. van
der Merwe's 9. Junction Drift
10. Carlisle Bridge 11, De
Bruin's 12, Kranz Drift

13, Waai Plaats 14. 0ld

town (60);

Fort Willshire (27);
Kaffir Drift Posts
(62);

Lombard's Post (56) ;
Gwali {Tuymie)
Mission (39);
Wesleyville Mission
(13).
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Sixth
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1834~1835

Macomo (as
regent for
Sandile);
Hintsa,

ol

Baikal's sons Macomgy Tvald
invaded the Zuurvelgtter
at being expelled'fitheir
Tyumie lands.,  Sugsfully
devastated the areaeen
the Winterberg aﬂﬁ%sea.
Smith retaliated idg.
Hintsa shot. Tyalij-
Macomo hid in thei;raat
in the Kroomie Mounis
(near Fort Beaufort)
%

D'Urban.

" william's Town) 4, Fort

Kaffir Drift 15. Upper and
lower Kaffir Drift’s

16, Lombard's Post.

h, An inner line stretch-
ing from Grahamstown to
Uitenhage: 1. Assegaasi Post
2. Rautenbach's Drift

3. Vermask's Farm 4. Sand-
flats 5. Niewepos 6. Coerney
7. Addo Drift (see attached
map section),

Whites suffered heavy losses
estimated at R600 000. As
a result D'Urban ordered the

following frontier forts to be|Butterworth,

built: 1. Fort Warden (west
bank of Kei) 2. Fort Waterloo
(Gonubie River) 3. Fort Hill
and Fort Harding (in King

Beresford (16 km from King
William's Town) 5. Fort Murray
(12 km south-west of King
William's Town) 6, Fort Cox
and White (near Keiskamma
Hoek) 7. Fort Thompson (to
guard entrance to Tyumie
valley B8, Fort Peddie

9, Fort Brown 10, Fort
Montgomery-williams 11. Post
Retief, Sir Harry Smith's
famous six day ride from Cape
Town to Grahamstown heralded
the white counter-attack.

It started from Fort Willshire

on 2 April 1835 with the
arrangement that Col. Peddie
should advance eastward upon
the Buffalo River. Colonel
Somerset was to move to the
lower Buffalo River, cross it
and sweep northward up the
Gonubie River, Field
Commander van Wyk was to move
forward along the line of the
Kabusie River to the Kei and
then move southward. Ma jor
Cox was to hold a centre
position midway between the
Keiskamma and the Kei to
protect the rear, This
invasion was so successful
that Smith pushed on across
the Kei to Butterworth where

Hintsa was killed and defeated,

His son Kreli concluded a
treaty extending the British
boundary to the Kei with King
William's Town as the capital
of the annexed territory.
(see attached map section).
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Zuurveld;
Buffalo River
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Fort Beaufort (49

- 51);

Battery Hill (63);
Trompetters Drift

(56}

Harry Smith's ride
(62);

lovedale (38);

Gaika's grave (33);
Fort Brown (33) ;

Ecca Pass (54);

Post Retief (46);
Bailies Grave (28);
Fort Wellington (15);
Martellng Tower (50);
Fort Armstrong (44);
5t. John's Church

(64) ;

Line Drift Post (57);
Wool Mill, Bathurst$
(65); h g
Fort Warden (17); 1y
Fort Waterloo (14);
Fort Murray (23) ;

Fort Thompson (37);
Fort Cox (35) ; !
Fort White (26);

Fort Peddie (55);
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Seventh 1846~1847| Macomo. Chief Tola rescued Maitland. The Kleintjie incident sparked) Burnshill. Burnshill Battle
(war of Sand%le . Kleintjie, who had 4 off the War of the Axe, Were| Gwanga. (34);
the Axe). Krgll. arrested for stealip defeated at Burnshill under Amatola Emgwenyeni Flats
(Hintsa's axe near Fort Beaufﬂ Col. John Hare, Beat Xhosa | Mountains, and Grave (51);
son). from two Hottentot - gyers at Gwanga in June 1846, but S5t. John's Church
and killing one of 4 drought hampered their efforts (64);
They refused to give and were unable to defeat the Fort Beaufort line
Kleintjie - started {hth Xhosa in the Amatola Mountains (52);
war, Defeated Britiat during July-August 1846, But Peddie line (55);
Burnshill and were ljly Stockenstrm eventually subdued Fort Selwyn (61);
undefeated during thiar Kreli which brought the war to Fort Dacres (68);
despite drought and an end. Maitland decided to Fort Hare (36);
!scorched earth' tacjof control thefts and skirmishes Fort Glamorgan (8);
the Cape forces. ; by building forts in Xhosa Fort Grey (10);
: tribal lands, i.e. Fort Dacres Fort Michell (42);
: (temporary earthen fort at Fish Clay Pits, Hogsback
. River mouth); Fort Hare (to (a1);
: guard Alice); Fort Glamorgan Waterloo Bay (69);
i (West Bark of Buffalo River). Fort Albert (69).
. Between 1837 and 1846 the
. following signal towers were
: built, with semaphore masts:
i a, The Fort Beaufort line -
< Fort Selwyn, Governor!'s Kop,
' Grass Kop, Botha's Post, Dan's
Hoogte, Fort Beaufort.
b. The Peddie line - Fort
Selwyn, Governor's Kop,
Fraser's Camp, Piet Appel’s
Tower, Peddie. Maitland also
started the military villages
of Woburn, Auckland,
Juanasberg and Ely in the
Tyumie Valley,
Eight 1850-53 Kreli, Sandile was encouragly Smith and Established the new Colony of [Boomah Pass Fort Stokes (29)
Sandile. the prophet Mlanjeni| - Cathcart, British Kaffraria between the |(24 Dec 1830); Castle Eyre (31)
; Nonguase attack the colony as Keiskamma and Kei Rivers. Fort Beaufort; Wagon factory in
%§ £ Mlanjeni . Chiefs were distrustiand White magistrates and mission- [Fort Armstrong ;| Keiskamma Hoek (30);

suspicious of the n
British policy of hring
up the power of the #fs,
Attacked soldiers atmah
Pass. Were Joined soma
Hottentots under Heris
Matroos and Willem
Uithoalder. Withst
British attacks forf
two years before bei
beaten.
of 1857 - Nonguase, |

National :side -

aries used to undermine Chief's
power, led to SBandile’s
attack and the Hottentot
rebellion, Hottentots were
defeated at Fort Beaufort (Jan.
1851) and Fort Armstrong (Feb.
1851). The Gaika's in Kroomie
Mountains proved a stumbling
block - see note on Water-
kloof battle. Kreli's defeat
saw the end of the Xhopsa
attack. Cathcart's blockhouse
policy to police the frontier
called for the erection of
gight towers between Keiskamma
Hosek and the Kei River. Only
Castle Eyre was built, Sir
George Grey's 1857 German
Immigration Scheme was an
attempt to fill British
Kaffraria with white settlers,
A policy that led to improving
farming in the Border area,

Christmas Day
Massacres at
the military
villages;
Waterkloof,

Grey hospital and
its underground
water tark (24) ;
King William's Town
military sguare and
mule train (24) ;
Auckland church and
comm, stone for
military village
massacres (40) ;
Cove Rock and
Nonguase's Pool (20);
Fort Jackson (21)
German Settler House
(22); waterkloof
Battle (45);
St. John's Church (64)
Septon Manor (47) 3
Corn Mill at Mill
Bank (48) ;
Boomah Pass (32) ;
Fort Pato (11) ;
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Ninth, 1877-78 Kreli and Kreli and Sandileped Barkly and British troops sent to help Kentani Elands Post (43);
Sandile, forces, but werepn Frere, the friendly Fingoes against Kentani battle (18);
at Kentani. % the Galeka 's (Major Moore Ma jor Moore and
Sandile continued won the first V,C., in South Draaibosch (16);
battle in the Pinysh Africa when he saved a Sandile's death (19),
- defeated, convoy from ambush), As a |
result Kreli and Sandile |
joined forces, but were i
defeated near Butterworth |
(at Kentani). Sandile
returned to the Pirie Bush,
Battles at Thaba n Doda and
Waterkloof and Sandile shot
at isiDenge hill - war ends. ‘
\
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