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~· n. 
7, 25. See India.:.1. terms 25. 

~ [no..: r] adJ.: 
16.21~. Queasy, si.ck:also, rare in SAE, sickening: cf. Brit. and 

U.S. r sick' as a term of disapprobation. 

I find that cough mixture often makes my patients a bit 
naar, try another. Doctor, Grahamstown 1971 
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One day your turn, One day mine. Two more holes some­
where. The earth will get naar when they push us in. And then it's 
finished. Fugard Boesman and 
Lena 1969, 1973 edit. 

[ Afk. naar:::: nauseated (or nauseating)"_£r. Du. ~~ disagreeable] 

na(a ) rtjic [ 'na..tS1, 1ni:\.rki, - ci] n. pl. - s 

14. _Citrus nobilis: the soft, lao se- skinned tangerine or mandarin 

orange, used as the flavouring principle in Van der Hum (qv) 8, and 

preserved as ~ konfyt 7. 

Van der Hum. You detect the naartjie flavour at once ... 
made in the righ t way, from flavouring extra cted from the peel of 
the Cape naartjie (and not from tangerine essence) i t can be very 
wholeson1 e and satisfying. Lawrence Gree n Tavern of t he Seas 

1947 

Nartjiekonfyt Jvfandarin orange preserve. My Grandmother's 
Dutch Recipe. Hildagonda Duckitt' s Recipes edit. Kuttel 1966 

~ gir_ls 19 (pa ss. obs.) Jocular appellation for S. Afr. Airways 

ground staff fr. bright orange uniform and hat, since replaced. 

South African Airways ' 1naartj i e girls11 - ground hostesses in 
their bright orange uniforms - have been given a new look ... 
Replacing the "naartjie" hat is a chic bowler. Daily Dispatch 16. 10. 71 

[ Afk. fr. Tamil nartei prob. rel. Arab ~an,j_and cogn. Span. 

naranja (Du. mandari jnticl] 

naboom ['no.., b.ram] n. 

32. Also melkboom 32: any of several speoes of tree E uphorb ia, 

some of which contain rubbery latex, includi n g E . ingen s , a h i ghly 

toxic species with co rro sive latex said to b e u se d by Zulus in minimal 

do ses, ofte n with fatal results, for cancer, h ence (l)ka nkerbos (qv) 3:V 
16, also for dipsomania and as a purgative. 

All the tree E u phorbias described are commonly k n own as 
'na boom '· According to the auth ors of ' The Succul ent Euphorbieae ', 
' na' is a corruption of a Ho t tentot word ' g nap ' m eaning strong or 
ener getic, a nd empha s izes the vigorous habit of growth of the tr e e s . 
Palmer a n d Pitrc1an Trees of S . A. 1961 

27c . Also in place nam0.Naboomspruit, Naboomkoppies. 

[ Afk. f r. Hott. _g~ = powerful + boom cogn. Ger. B~ = tr ee] 
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nadors [ 1 no.. 1 d::>(r)s] n. 

16, 8. ExcessivE: thirst after drinking: see also bab(b)ala(a)s 16, 8: 

various sp. 

This is the time of the year, alas, when people are prone 
to wake up feeling tired and listless with a headache, maybe even a 
little sick, and of course, with a great nadors. Cape Times 14. 12. 72 

[ Afk. ~ = after + ~lor s = thirst] 

naga~ [na 1 ga..n~, -a] n. 

11. A disease of domestic animals esp. cattle and horses, almost 

always fatal to unsalted (qv} 11, · 10 animals, caused by a trypanosome 

transmitted by the bite of the tsetse flv (qv) 21, 11: see quot. at 

salted 11. 

It was DDT that removed much of the insect threat to health ... 
In Natal, par ticularly, it overcame the dreaded nagana by wiping out 
n~arly all tsetse fly . Daily News 16. 10. 70 

[ Zu. u-nakane = cattle sickness caused by tsetse fly, also a variety 

of grass, believed by sorne to cause the disease] 

nagapie [ 1nax1 o.pi] n. pl. - s 

6. Lit. ' night-ape': also k'.11 0AJ f'") "! ( bu'- f> ~,y : a... Le.hlvv_o'P­

I'Jocfvyna.L hc.-bd·s __ · (b--a io..ao 'PP.· u<v. &. me>..noL.£L. 
A young scientist is studying the world of the bushbaby, or 

nagapie .. . it sounds like a rather cross baby crying. The best 
known ... is the smallest, and is commonly called the nagapie. Radio 
S. A. (magazine) 9. 4. 73 

[ Afk. ~ fr. Du. nacht cogn. night + aap = monkey + :dirnin. suff. -.i.i] 

nagmaal ['nax,ma. 1] n . 

4a. The sacrament of Holy Communion celebrated quarterly in the 

Dutch Reformed Church {qv) 4a, an occasion for large numbers of 

country people to visit the town, some occupying their ~ huise (qv) 
0(\:~\-~ 

18 others wagons,._in the {2)outs;ean (qv) 31: see second quot. also quot. 

at (2)inspan 31, 29vb: In combinations ~ tent 18, 31; r--"" clothes 

p-SB l ) see kisklere 5; also quot. at haak- en- s te ek 2 8, 3 2A, ~ wyn 8, 4a. ~"-

.. . the great season fo r traffi c i s t he p e riod fo r the qua r terly 
adrn i n istration of t h e Sacra m en t (o r n ach tmaal) on w hic h o ccasion l a r ge 
nurnb e r s o f f a r m ers ... assemble, a n d the place assum es the 
appear a nc e o f a fair rather tha n an assem blage f or the celebration of a 
sole n1n r e lig i o u s ordinance ... a n a ttenda n ce a t chu r ch at su ch seaso ns 
i s con s idered an imperative duty ... they will ofte n tr avel hundreds o f 
miles with the i r f amili e s t o p e r form it. Cap e Alman ac a nd Direc to r y 
for 184 3 

But both b efo re and a ft er the a c tua l naQmaal, the n ight- m eal , the 
suppe r, the L o rd' s Sup p e:!:' , there was muc h visitin g in t he outspan, 
rela t i v es a nd f r i end s r e joicing i n t his rare occasion of r eunion. 
Mockford Here a r e S . Afr icans 1944 

... about 3 00 p~ople who had c orn e from mile s a roun d in car s , in 
bak kie s - ... - w e pt i nto the s l eev es o f s eldom- w orn black sui ts b ou ght 

. dec ades b efore to las t a l ife time of w eddings , Nagma als a nd f u neral s . 
Sunday T imes 24 . 11. 7 4 

Green W a t erp r oof Canvas . .. Nagmaa l tent s 6ft x 7ft x 61 3 1 

R28 Farm er 2 s W eekly Advt. 3. 1. 68 ~ AJ...-s.o 'f> "51 0 

[ Afk. n ag fr . Du. n a cht co g n. nig ht + ~aal c o gn. meal] 
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nagm a. a lhu is [ r nax, r •:t a. l 1 ( h) CY..:!l' s J n. p l. - e 

18 . A small tow;: house owned by a farmer from the outlying 

distr i ct, also kcrl..: huis: see quot. 

A group of old "nagmaal huise" . . . the oldest buildings i n 
A l exandria were Lui lt by the earl y Boers .. . to live in when they 
came together for 11 nagmaal11 • •• This house was originally the 
"nagrnaal huis" of the Muller fami ly . . . Her last purchase is the 
" kerk" o r ;'nagm.:1al. huis' ' of the Scheepers family. Evening P o s t 
(Weekend edit. ) 2. 1 1. 7 4 

[ Afk. n agmaal (qv ' + hui s cogn. house] 

nag1naal wyn [ 1nax1m o.l, ve:t.n] n . 

8 . Sweet fortified wine similar t o that u se d i n t he administrat ion o f 

the Sacrament sold commercially u nder several brand names 1 see quot. 
at konsistorie 4a. ----

His [Mr. Hugo's] wine was i n g r eat demand as a 11 NafYn~l1 1 o r 
Co1nn1union Wine . . . Oom Abram Mouton's, of the h i storic farrn 
Brakfontcin who made a 11 Nag~al11 wine almost but not quite equal to the 
Worce c; te r wine. Leipoldt 300 Years of Cane Wi ne 1952 

I ------ ~ 

[ Afk. nagmaal (qv ) + wyn cogn. wine] 

Nama(q~L [na 1rnaekv;ra , na' makwa] n. prop. p l. - s 

{ 1) 23. A member of the Hottentot people giving their name to 

r-./ l and, S . W . Africa, speaking Nama 23, a dial ect of Hott. 

The Namaquas are a race of H o t t entots . . . They are a 
pastoral people, resembling the Korannas, and the aboriginal tr ibes 
of the C olony, i n their general characteristics; living chiefly on milk, 
addicted to a roaming life; and of a d i sposit ion mild, indolent, and 
unenterpri sing. Thompson Tr<!vels i n S . A . II 1827 

{2) ~~rcfx. 28, 6, 3. Found a l so as r-·'-"' land prefixed to names 

of flora and fauna, ~ gou.s~m /marigolc!_ 13, Venidium fast~l_~sum ; 

~ daif'_Y.: 1 3 Dimoq~botheca sinuata (aura::1tiaca) ; ,-....,.- patrysbossie 

28, Walafrida saxatilis in which the ,.-.-- partridge~ 3 shelters: 

see quot. at korhaan 3: also /"-"" dove (qv) 3 and ,,-...._J Eheen (qv) 11. 

Namagua dove, E· p l. - s 

3 . . O ena capensis .@iill\~!i!\ of the Colu.mbiciae ; a common species 

i n ari d areas. 

16 Sept 1811 . .. a small b i rd calle d t h e Namaquas duif 
(Namaqua Dove) a name which is a l so given t o the Columba capensis . 
Burchell Travel s I 1822 

Namaoua sheep, n. pl. rp 

11. A variety of the indigenou s fat-_!ailed or Afr jkander sh"~}?_(qv) 11 

some·,vhat fla t ribbed cf. ronde:r ib (qv } 11, hardy and resistant to 

arid conditions . 

The Namaqua. Afrika ner Sheep.- ... This is a non- woo"\led 
sheep . . . long- l egged and a good ru..; t](:r . o,vins to its bardiness and 
capacity for travelling lone di s tances it can s tand up better than any 
other t o the droughts . _HaDdbo_ok for F~ers inS. A . 1937 
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nanny, n. 

[Obj.] (]) l. A mode o.f address to African wome~:. now becoming 

rare, sisi (qv) 1, 19, 2 having i n s ome areas taken its place. 

The w oman in the shop kept calling me !Nanny' - surely 
she could see I wasn ' t somebo dy ' s servant? Informant African 
MedicalStudent, Durban 1953 

( 2 ~ 19. Also occ. a mo.:le o£ reference t o a general servant, not a 

nursemaid (d. Brit. also SAE nanny) po ss . to avoid term .&.E..!. (qv} 

19 or even 1 servant'. 

~.SJi} e , n . pl. - s 

14. See na(2)rtjie 14. 

Eas{ter)gal(b~ssi_5;) [ ' nas (ta )(r), xal, bo st] n . p l. - s 

28. Sol anum nJ._grur:!2_ or b lack nightshade also known as nagskade, 

~gteg_aalbo s _ _-~ie: with numerous corruptions and sp. forrc s: al.so as 

sobo~obo (q0 14,28 [the berries were used for making ~_ink in the 

early daysJ 

nasgal(bossie) a native of Europe and introduced into 
South Africa about 1652 .. . a cmnmon garden or rural weed. The 
globose purple- black berries are eaten by children, poultry and birds 
and in scme parts of the South West are made into jam. So far 
apparently no cases of the berries being toxic t o humans have 'been 
re corded . . . the green berries of somewhat w ilted plants are fatal 
stock poisons . C. A . Smith Common Names of S. Afr . Plants 1966 

[ corruption of Du . na.cht cogn. n ight + schaduw cogn. shadow, - shade] 

N~t. [n;;,et] E:_E_~E· pl. - s 

19, 4b. A member of the National(ist) Party: attrib. of or pertaining 

to practice s or policies of the party: in combination ~ and SaE 

[nat p. sap] [S . A . Party (qv) 4b .]; the ~ s 4b, the Nat5.onali st 

Party, a l so the Government. 

H e wanted consensus on matters of common interest where 
Nat and Sap would s tand together. E. Province Herald 1 3. 6 . 73 

He compares the Unit ed Party to the Nats. He cannot give any 
good reasons to back up his nonsensi cal statement because the United 
Party is far s11perior to the Nats or any other political party. iiJ::. · 
Evening Pos t 19 . 5. 73 

[ abb:;:-. of national(ist)] 

n a tion, n. pl. - s 

( 1) Hi st. 23. An African or other indigenous tribe . 

. . . some extraordinary r umour s h a d reached him a few days 
ago, respecting an imn"lense horde, or nation, who were said to be 
approaching from the north- east. and who were laying waste the country. 
Thompsor; Trave ls i_l_~ __ S . -A_:..__!_ 1827 

( 2) 4b, 23. lJ sed as equiv . of both race and ethnic group: see quot. 
at XDC 4b, 30. 

During the yea1· ther e has been increasing emphasis by National 
Part y spokes1nen on the " rnulti- national" (a s oppo s e d to the 11 multi­
r acial 1' ) nature of the popuJat iou of South Afric 2 . There are consi dered 
t o be a whi te , a Coloured, an Asian, and ei~ht distinctive Bantu nations . 
S. Ah· . Instituh:: of Rac e Relations S:t.!.:'_c:Y 1969 

' . 
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(3) In combin;;Ltion e. g. 'Nhite r--1 4b prob. sign. group, race . 

Dr- also made it plain in his speech on Monday that when 
the Broederbond Gov:~rnrnent speaks of the ''White nation of South 
Africa" it means only the 2 000 000 Afrikaners or 11 Boerevolk11 a E he 
~alls them . Evening Post 9. 9. 72 

National Road, n. (pr;~ pl. - s 

4b, 31. A rna jor road built and maintained by Government--appointed 

National Transport Commission, numbered Nl, N2 etc. [No private 

ente 1·prise builds or maintains toll- rqads in S . A. J cf. d5.st_ric! road 31 . 

The national road from the east to Cape Town runs through 
Riviersonderend, Caledon, Botrivier and Grabouw, and is linked by 
tarred roads to Bredasdorp in the east, Villiersdorp in the north-west 
and the coastal resorts. Cape Argus 16. 9. 72 

~ camp 18, a semi-permanent comrnunity of r-/ workers and their 

fam ilies u su. in prefabs., caravans, ro ndavels (qv) 18 or occ. tents: 

see.padkamper(s) 19. 

N a tional Serv:!.ce, n . prop. 

4b, 20. As elsewhere obligatory military training for young men. 

~men, army trainees undergoing their~ t r aining, not career 

soldiers: see P.F. 20: see a lso bl~.&l-.! (b!ouie) 20, 19, 10 and 

ou man 20, 19, 10, also ~sbyt 9, 20, i' mi~ 9, 20, and _yark£.~:2 20. 

ndambol a [If- 1dam 1 b:Sla] n. ~do, ~c.e--~ 
[A. E.] pro b . urban slang 2, 8. a type of liquor : see quot. a t 

madolo 2, 8. [unknown] \ _ :~Q.J &... 1\. ~\.,..._ ~ 
···eLL:~~- · · ~~:; ~~~~. 

~··· ~~~~~~ D--- l ~--~~~.<{=((y 
Nde b ele, A n. prop.:. pl. am a-, - s l "0 J..e... b~1q__] -
(1) 23. A tri.be of the N. T ransvaal noted for their beadwork (gv) 2, 5 

and style of building; see 
21~; a name for the Matabele of which the 

'V are orig. part . 

• . . Chieftainess Esther Kekana, h ead of the 10, 000 strong 
Mande bele tribe in the Northern Transvaal. Drum Oct. 1970 

The Ndebele beadwork ... considered by conoisseurs to be the 
b es t i n the world .. . has attr act e d interest from at l east four overseas 
countries. Rand Daily Mail 5. 4. 71 

(2} 2 3. The l angu age spok en by the~ . 

My mothe r l a n guage i s Shona and I can speak English a nd 
Ndebe l e . Drum 18 . 1. 7 3 
[ n. prop]. 

ndiblishi [tidib,fl.jlJ n . pl. 

[A. E . ] 24, 2. A penny. 

Dubbeltje. --- the Dutc h name for a penny; t he v.;ord is , howe ver, 
s om etim es used for money generally. This word is corrupt ed b y the 
N a t a l native into "Deebli sh". :F>ettman Afr i canderisms 1913 

[ Zu. fr . Du. 9:u~ (qv)] 
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ne [ ne:] gn. par.!Jcle 

10, 29vb. Equiv. of ' isn' t that so ? 1 . a. tc:..g qn or qn par ticle inviting 

the assent and participati o n of the liste ner as Ger. nicht wahr? 

[ similar in sound, placing a nd meaning to the Japanes e tag qn ~?] 

See also ~9? l0,\?.9vb and quot. at ~ake a :elan 2<)vb, 10. 

Take for instance the sto r y of the a rk. You know about Noah' s 
ark, n~? Maclennan The W c:ke 1971 

[ pos s. contraction of nie waar nie? cogn. nicht wahr ? = isn't tha t 

true/ so?] 

ne~ [ 1nl.ada(r}] adj. prefx 

27i. Low(er) : found i nS. Afr . place o r other names e . g . Neder Paarl, 

Nederburg. cf. Brit. Nether Wallop. [ Du. = low(er) cogn. net her] 
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_Nede:t:duits (e) Gereformeerde Kerk ['n.r..adar 1 doe'lts(a) xa , refnr ' rn'!.arci<) 

' k e rl<] 22..:...EE..<?.E. 
4a. A lso known as Ned. Ger. Kerk and N.G.K. and 'the Kerk' : Dutch 

Reformed Church (qv) 4a1 1)~.(_ · 

... theologian and fo r mer editor of Die Kerkbode, mouthpiece 
of the Ncderduitse Gereformeerde Kerk, the most powerful of th-:! 
three Afrikaans churches. E . Province H erald 7 . 10. 74 

n ee, j a- [ 'j o.. 1n i:, -n1..a] inte;,ti. 

9. See j a-·n~ 9 . 

.!!_e ef [ nl.<:>f] E· pl. ·· s 

(1) l, 19 . Nephew, cousin: mode of address or o cc. reference 

u sed by uncles and aunts to nephews, or older people to children or 

younger boys not related t o them: also nefie (qv) l, 19 . 

. . . photos of relatives wB r e shown them, with the information: 
Thi s i s your Oom Davie, whom t he English murdered at s u c h a plac e ; 
thi s i .s your Tante Sara and your poor little nee£ Koo s , whom the 
English murdered at some other p l ace. 0 1 CoJ!.nOr The Afrikander 
R ebellion 19 15 · · 

(2) l. Cousin: among contemporaries to male r e lati v es e v e n close 

fri ends cf. swaer 1, 19. cf. Brit. r .::o z ' . . 

[ Afk. £r . Du. = cousin cogn. nephew f r. Gk. nepo s] 

n efiE' rnr.aH] n. pl. - s 

1, 19. Cou s in, n ephew: an a.ffecti onate mode of a ddress or reference 

usu. from a n older rnan to a younge r: also as i n n ee£ (qv) 1, 19 used 

to or of a boy by his older relatives: see also n i ggie 1, 19. 

It i s seldom now that I meet a man twice my age, but ther e it 
was and he ca.lled me n die. Lawrence Green Grow Lovely, Growing 
O ld 195 1 ,_,_. 

[ Afk. neef == cousin cogn. nephew+ dimin. suf£. - ie] 



negative..!. 

29. Various uses of neg. are characteristic of SAE esp. 

( 1} No sign. 'yes' or a willingness to comply, prob. fr. Yes-no, 

Why do Souf;h Africans all say 'No' when they mean 'Yes'? 
Informant British lmn1igrant 1968. 

No, that'll be fine, no we can do that for you ea~>ily. Oral 
lnforma.nt, Shop Assistant Grahamstown 15. 10. 74 
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see (3). 

(2) No used redundantly e. g. Q. How are you? A. No I'm fine now. 

(3) In cmnbination :y_es-no, fr. Afk. ja-nee_ (qv) 9, an emphatic 

affirmative e. g. Yes-no, she's completely better now. 

(4) Neg. interrogati.ve in making requests e. g. Won't you sit down so 

long? V.'on 1t you lend me a pencil? etc. where neg. for:n is used as a 

signal of tentative request, or to avoid the apparent in1perative in .c •. ·, 

1 Will you ...• ' 

[ ( 1) and (2) pro b. fr. Afk. ~ as sentence initiat6r esp. 1 n formulating 
replies to qns.] 

negotie winkel [nd 1 x1f<:~ si 1 Vl:tJk;:d] n. pl. - s 

Hi s t. 30 . Trading s tore, retail shop. 
rsicl 

Old Bertram had a Store and had over his door Nagotl: eJN'inkel-
the Settler s thoug h t it was his name, and always calle d him Old Nigcrty 
Winkle. T horn as Stubbs Re m iniscences I 18 7 6 

Shop windows played a small part in commerce until after 1850, 
and a visitor to Cape T own in 182 3 wrote that all shops were in p rivate 
dwelling houses, distingui s hable only by the notice 11 N egotie Winkel11 

over the doors. Gor don-Brown § . Afr. Heritag e 1965 

l Du. negotie = trade, commerce + winkel = shop] 

nek [ nck] n. pl. - s 

(1) 22. A raised narrow ridge or strip of land usu. between and 

connecting two mountains . 

. . . the sea once covered the large areas of the Cape Peninsular, 
including both the n a rrow nek of land at Kommetj e, and the low coast 
where Grotto beach lies... Lawrence Green So Few are Free 19 46 

(2) 27a. As in (1) found inS. Afr. place names e. g. Brooke's Nek, 

Nicholson's Nek, Kloof Nek, Qacha' s Nek. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. prob. fr. Eng. neck 'isthmus, cape, promontory or 

mountain pass. 1 Webster's Third International Dictiona..!..iJ 

nek- strop_ [ 1nek1 strop] n . 

31;11 See ~tr~.E _ _3 l, 11 and quot. at ~<:esk~ 31, 11. 

:rhe yokes are st r aight and pi~rced with two pairs of mortices 
to receive .. . two st r aight pegs , one o n each side o f the ox ' s neck, 
and having notches on t h eir outer s ides to receive the n ck- strop (neck 
s trap). Burchell Travels I 182.2 
[ cogn. n eck strap] 

~(bo s_sie), n. 

(l) 28 . Ho ttentot name for v anou s species o f Cotyledon esp. 

causing krimJ?.sicJ~~ (qv) 11 ( ~..s?.!Y.:1 edono sis) in s to ck. 

. .. r . .., .. 
'-'• v entr1cos 2 

The Hottent ots called by the n ame of Nent~, a plant _Zygophyllium 
h e rbaceu rn r epensl, whi ch was said to be poi sonous to sheep, as a l so 
ano the r , a shrub of the same genus , ( ?.ygophyllum sessilifolium. ) 
Thunbe r g Travels II trans. 1795 

* C. cacaloides, c.\J allichi i a nd C. decussata, 
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(2} 11. The disease itself j s also so called. 

Krimpsi_e:..:·~t_e or Nenta:.. Handbook fo :c Farmers in S. A . 1937 

[ Hott. ~ t ') nen t~ = plant name] 

E:..erin~j_~ [na 'r.i il (a)] n . 

1 3. Ner0_e sar.nie_~is or Guernsey Lily or N . .:Bowd~:_~ a genus of 

the ~ryllidaceac~ also called bergleli e 13, as is Val.lota speciosa, 

the George o r Kny.:;na lily. 

Ncl'ine sarniensis .. . one of the earliest South African plants 
to be fi pu r ed, the tr. a dition attached to t he species being that a vessel 
bound for Holland from the East Indies v ia t he Cape had a quantity of 
b u lbs on board and was wrecked on t h e Guernsey (formerly Sarnia) 
coast i n the early part of the 17th century. C . A. Smi t h C ommon 
Names of S. Afr. P lants 1966 

[ fr . Lat. name] 

nerves, O!l my/ hi.:":J...h~:£..1 

Substand. 10. Tense, edgy. 

I 'm always ' on my nerves ' as M- woul d say, when I'm 
expecting visitor s. Woman ex Cape Town 1969 

[tr ans . substand. Afk. op m yJ...:>y /haar senuwees (nerves)] 

n euk [ruoek] vb t rns. 

Coll. Slang. 29vb, 10. To thrash, beat up: a l so harrass, pester ; 

pass . rel. Scottish neuk vb, to corner, out wit , deceive, humbl e . 

They wound up by asserting that they woul d straightaway 
' nierk1 him. " Nierking" not being a very pleasant proceeding for 
t he " n i erked'', Barnard asked "What for ." " Never mind. We v;ill 
nierk you, " was the onl y reply vouchsafed E. P r ovince Herald 
24. 5 . 1910 .fo 
[ Afk. neuls ="thrash, plague] 

never, adv_. or pseudo vb 

Substand. 10, 29. A substitute for Eidn' t esp. among children as 

in such exchanges as 'You did! ' 'I never ! 1 bu t also in other SAE 

speakers where r-J _ sign. standard ' not ever ' woul d be i nappropriate : 

see quot. 

says h e .was intere s ted in closing the door and as h e went 
t o i t he never observed Col. - at the door . He denied touching or 
pushing him . Daily Dispatch 16. 8. 72 

[ prob . t r ans. of Afk. nooit = never] 

N . G . K . [ 1 en, x1.a ' ko..: , 1 en, d3i 1 ke :x:.J n. 

4a. N eclcr duits (e ) Gereformeerde Kerk (qv) , the Dutch Reformed 

Church. 

It was attended by eight wee m emb er churches, including the 
NG Kerk and NH Kerk, who, among other things, d ecided that there 
w ere no Scriptural grounds to prohibi..t mix ed marriages, . . . Sunday 
T i mes 1. 9. 7 4 

[ acronym of above] 
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ngoma [~'goma.] n .. 

2, 15. An African drum: see quot . 

. . . the baritone of the mirumba and the deep bass of the 
ngoma, thuc: out an intoxicating symphony in praise of sex and i t s 
mystic role in proj ectine the tribe on and on. down through the 
centuries. Bulpin Lost Trails of the Low Veld 1951 

ip combination ~~ dancing 15, 2. African tribal dancing [ esp. 

by mine workers, often arranged as entertainmentforvisi tors to the 

mine] cf. Canad. (Indian) drum dance. 

Prof. Kirby states that the word ngoma is used by the Arabs 
t rading on the East African coasts to describe their dances . 
DuPlessis and Luckhoff The Malay Quarter and its People 1953 

Parading proudly down Durban's Golden Mjle in the procession 
were the traditional 11 Zulu Warriors '' , the Ngorno L sic] dancers. 
Panorama 1974 

[ Ur-Bantu ngoma = drum cf. ghomma (qv) 25, 15; Ngu. Zu.{iz)ingoma 

:· 'Dance song performed at festivals esp . that of the first fruits, 

royal sont;, national anthem' Doke and Vilakazi ZuJ u Dictionary 

1948: ~lso Swahili for 1 songi}J 

ngoni [ s' g~m"() n. 

( 1) A form of Nguni (qv) 23. 

( 2} Poss . erron. form of iNkone/a (qv} 23: indigenous native cattle, 

see also Zulu 11, of various colours including red and black. 

The Ngoni cattle of Red Nkona pattern have been improved 
over the pc:.st 20 years for beef, milk and hornless; bred and reared on 
controlle d heartwater and redwater veld. Daily Dispatch Advt. 
15. 5 . 73 

[ fr . Ngu . .i,.Dkon.!t = ·1a beast black, brown or red with white pa.tch on 

the back. 1 Doke and Vilakazi Zulu Dict ionary 1948] 

ngubu [IJ'gubu] n. 

[ usu. Hist. ] 2 , 5 . African clothing formerly the (l)ya r(r)oss (qv) 

5, 2 : see quot. at blackjack 28; used of a blanket esp. among Xhosa 

speakers; among Zu. speakers sign. clo t hing in general. 

From the shoulders hangs the ungoobo, kaross, or mantle of 
softened hides , worn with the hair near the body, and fastened with a 
thong at the neck. Alexander Western Africa I 1837 

[ Ngu. ingubu Xh. = blanket, Zu. = clothing] 

Nguni [9-' gunl] n. prop. 

23. A group of S. E. Bantu comprising Zulu, Xhosa and Swazi, a lso 

the group of l anguages of these peoples. [ prob. fr. Zu. nguni sign. 

one of anci ent stock] 

N.H.K. [ 1en,ha 1ka] n.prop. 

4a. Nederduits Hervormde Kerk: see quot. at N.G.K. 4a. 

[acronym of above] 
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nie-blanke(s} L'n'l,blc.Jka{s)] n. usu. pl. 

19, 4b. Non- White( s): freq. seen on notices, doo rwuys etc. usu. 

in combination~ ~;~only): sec blanke(s) 19, 4b. 

The sad thing is it IS true . .. as witness a. letter I received 
recently , postmarke d Lon don and starting: "Dear Juby, I miss the 
sunshine and the signboards reading 'Nie- Blanke!; Alleen' Drum 
Sept. 1968 

[neg. prefx equiv. non-+·bla~ke:: white person cogn. Fr. blanc] 

niet [nl't] neg. particle 

27k Not: found inS. Afr. place names in combination with imp. vb 

or vb partie. e. g. Twist(qv} 27f-niet (quarrel), Terg-niet (tease), 

Niet~dient (qv) 27g (deserved) . [ Du. niet = not] 

nigge r-· ball, E:· pl. - s 
>( 

7 . Large hard spherical black
1 

'suck sweets' which change colour 

in successive layers. [ cf. Austr. blt'lck- ball usu. equiv. of a 

humbug. J 
''Life is like a nigger ball, hard but nice, 11 1s the favourite 

quotation of a friend of mine. Life, in its blacker moment, appears 
so hard thatthe swee t doesn't come through for a long time. Yet, like 
a nigger ball, the sv.reet will eventually come throug h as will the 
l ayers of colour . Suid Westelike Herald 14. 5. 71 

[ fr. shape and colour] 

EiK~ ['nsxl] n. pl. - s 

19, l. A mode of address or reference to a female cousin or niece, 

also to a young girl, unr e lated to the speaker. 

Ouma du Pree z on the riempie settee ... said to me: 11ls 
dit nie mooi nie? - excuse -I mean toch isn't it beautiful mij niggie?" 
R . Y. Stormberg Mrs B e ter d e Bruyn 1 1 920 

[ Afk. fr. Du. nicht = niece, cousin + dimin. suff. -i.i] 

niks [n"J:-ks] n e g. prn. 

10, 29prn. Nothing : cf. U . S . nix, no, 'nothing doing '; in 

combination ,-_/ do e n (do), a policy of inaction, also idleness. 

• • • 1 What' s the matte r with your ey es? 1 Frank asked. 
1 Niks' the man replie d sniff ing . Dan Jacob s on A Dance in the Sun 
1956 

... white civiliza tion ... was in dang er, the y said, because 
Smuts stood for nikscloen1 for 1letting the situation d e velop' , which 
meant l e tting white civili sation drift on to the ro ck s . · K e ith 
Hancock Sm uts II 1968 

[ Afk. f r . Du. nie t s :: nothing] 



Nkosi Sikelel ' Afrika [ VJ1k:>.;\.. ?t\..~1e.J(:l~ 'a.\ r"(~ ~ 
God bless Africa, a hymn rapidly being accepted as the 

national anthem of the Black (q. v. ) people. 
\on::!, 

[ Xh. inkosi jt ,chief + sikele:Ja 'f bless + iAfrika, Africa] 

No body could fail to be stirred by the stately Nko si Sikelel ' 
iAfrika, which has been chosen by the Transkei as its national anthem . 
. . . Nkosi Sikelel' iAfrika was composed by a gifted Xhosa teacher at a 
Methodist Mission school on the Witwatersrand towards the end of the 
last century. Daily Dispatch Supp. 11 Nov. 1975 p4 



315 

- e] n. 
[A. E. J 2, 24, 8. pro b. urban slang for 2.00m.l. 'nip' bottle of 

liquor. 

Now this cherie who first asks Kid Fall to buy her a 
nipinyana comes up with a good suggestion that we should carry Kid 
Fall and dump hi!n in the bed:rocm so as for him to snooze it off. 
D r um 8 . I. 74 

[ Eng. nip = quarter bottle + Bantu dimin. suff. -inyanE;_ sign. usu. 

'nice or dear little ... '] 

njebe [n'dje:be] n. 

2, 1, [9.] See ntshebe 2, 1, [9.] 

(i)nkona I e [ ~k~ na] n. 

11. Also ngoni (qv) 11. Indigenous bT eed of native cattle. 

(i) nkone ... a b east blade, brown, or red with a white patch o n 
the rj.dc-e of the back. Doke and Vilakazi Zulu Dictionary 1948 , 19 64 edL 

[ fr. Ngu -nkone/a = white p a tched or spott ed (on the ridge o£ the back)] 

nko s ~~ [ (i') nk~1s ana J n . 

1, 2. See ( l)nko si 1, 2. 

nko sazaan, - zana [ (t}:g'k~ sa, za.:n(a)] n . 

1, Z. A mode of respectful address by Africans to an unmarried 

W)man of the upper class, black or white . 

A native umfaan in a white suit of kitchen clothes cam e trotting 
down the path. 11 Tea time, nkosazana 11 he told Jessica, showing 
twenty eight perfect te eth. R. Collins The Impas sioned Wind_ 1958 

[ Ngu. inkosazana = mistress (unmarried)] 

Eko s L [ (1}1J'k~ s (l)] n. 

(l) 1, 2. A mode usu. of address to a male superior sign. Maste r, 

Chief, Lord: also dimin. form (i)nkosana (qv) 1. 

-Inkosana? That's little inkosi, isn't it? 
-It is little inkosi. Little master, it means. 

Alan Paton C ry the Beloved Country 1948 
I 

{ 2) 2, 9 . Thank you, sign. obligation or respect t o the giver, see 

[ Ngu. (i )nkosi = c hief, lord, s i r] enkosi 9, 2. 

nko sikazi [ (i) ~fkn sl'kaz (l')J n. 

1, 2. Lady, M adam : a mode of , u s u. address , also reference to a 

woma n of the upper class, and esp. in Natal equ1v. of 'madam ' u sed 

t o a whit e woman: see quot. a t ( 2)mafuta L 

Fa stened to his a.rrn by a tho n g of l eather was the great axe 
Groan- Maker, and e a ch man as came up saluted t he axe, calling it 
" lnko s ikaas, n or Chieftaincss, but he did not salute J i ki za. 
Rider H aggar d Nada the Lily 1895 

[ N gu. i nko sikazi = married woman of h igher class, ofte n a wife of a 

chief] 

--~ 



nonna ['nona] n 

Mode of address or reference usu. by a servant to or of 
the mistress, poss. archaic: see also nooi. ~~" ~ ·""' ·~.~-
[pro b . fr . Malay nonya resp'ectful form of address to a woman of the 
upper class : poss . fr . Port. dona, lady, f r . Lat. domina, mistr ess] 

... an old blind fellow . .. d evoted to his nonna and to 
keep him happy and occupied she gave him l ittle tasks that required 
her presence .... ~a · · ~ .;-

'My nonna, where is my nonna ? We must fly .. . the 
river he comes down, my non!la.' -~ \ IG~ 

(\c.. (\~b\,.._ .)V-~~-< l"'b6 

) 

· ...... 

\J\ ov-..~ \..Jcv-- tJ...- ~~~ b\ ~ M~c: .... ~ p~ ~~'{ J ·~1' 
~~u..~t.. ~~~ ,J ~---~ "~~~~o\<'~ Lu~\! ·~ 4~\4t\< ,. \M_~~·~ 

..\t ~. ~ '0'""'-\ . ( t,y .r ~ \ ....,_,) . 'i c.-.. ~. \ "~'! ~\', \ l,_.h ~\.., \..)>.J V( 1 2-
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~· particle 

29, 10. See nega!.~~· 29, 10, I. ! esp. (1) AfLrmative: e. g. 

No certainly I'll do it for you; (2) redundant: How arc you? No I'm 

b etter now. 

[(2)redundant.] 11 But why did you ask? Thereupon Gysbert 
van Tonder said :10, it was nothing. It was just something Jurie 
Steyn had been mentioning . . . Bosman Jurie Steyn' s ~Post Office 
1971 

[prob. fr. Afk. nee as sentence iniator eso. 
noem-noem- (bc s7i~-) See addenda p 584.­
nog(all [ 'n'bx, al] particle 

in formulating replies to 
qns.] 

Coll. 10, 9 . In SAE sig n. eqmv. of ' what's more ' or 'into the 

bargain' i.e. an emphatic 'also', or intensifier, e . g. And he's a 

married man, nogal! ,J,_s." V"\o~ 
This wall chart, attractive ... and tweetalig nogal, is to be 

distributed to all hospitals, the army, the police force, game reserves, 
museums and other institutions which could benefit and help save 
victim's lives . Cape Times 21.6.73 

-=) 

[ Aflc. nogal= rather, quite, fairly (as an intensifier of adj.) e. g. 

Dis nogal warm vandag .. ] 

~ L 'n'2> x a ,pip] interj 

Coll. 9. Equiv. of 1 and another one ' usu. heard after the third cheer 
X 

to encourage a fourth. 

p~~~·:t::~~~~-
[ encore! more! Afk. lit. nog = still, another + ~ = a (fr. Du. ill-
een) + ~ = cheep, squeak l.-< . .-,h~ ~..,~~~ ~~.J~\ ~ ~'~'-\\..r w&.. ~'\vc.;J:J,""-..11\.. ..... 

A\-- .• L. .,,_ .I. Nlt\ ~\,-._u.• ~ i:'W"'-~ 'rt.~'>-" ~~.;.\()SL:-t., ~ ~ o\sL ~ ~s ~ ''-"-'-.,..._ 
• ~<. ~" o""o... r1Y'-"' • <I '\ · , , • 
\~\).tc..& ~\(),~~~'(~So~. ~\..:...-r \;-\0-lC::. 

non- black, n . and n. modifier 

[A. E.] 19, see black 19. 

non- European, n. pl. - s 

4b, 23, 19. See European, also white 4b, 23, 19. 

non-franchise people, pl. n. 

19. Used by coloured people in referring to thems elves sign. their 

disenfranchisement. cf. [A. E.] non-voter 19, 2. 

~ 
non- voter, n . pl. - s 

[A. E.] Coll. 19, 2. An African: sign. that he is without a vote. 

' Some non-voter whose house and stokkie ... this turns out to 
be, comes out of the bedroom. D 1·um 8 . 3. 74 

You see, the Johannesburg city fathers recently met and 
remember e d that we non-voters were so inconvenienced. Ibid 22. 3. 73 

~~-white, n. pl. . - s 

4b, 23, 19 . See white, Euro_P.ean 4:b, 23; also coloured 4b, 23, 19 

black 23, 19. 



no objection permit, 1~. p l. -s 

30, 1 1. A permit to o ring stock from one area to another, to be 

produced at a stock sale. 

IMPORTANT:. Buyers from other districts muGt bring 
nNo Obj ection" permits, where necessary. TERMS: Strictly cash 
on day of sale . Farmer ' s W eekly Advt. 20. 3. 74 

3 17 

A " no objection permit" is issued by a local State veterinarian 
or stock inspector t·~> confirm that there is no objection for cattle to 
be moved to the farm of destination. It also states whe·:her quarantine 
f acilities are available at the destination, should thi s be requ ired. 
I bid 20. 3 . 74 (Cor~: espondence} 

Noodhulpliga [,nvat1 hoelp 1 • 1 f~xa] n. pro.E.:.__2;nd modifier (see quot.) 

4b . An Afrikaner First Aid organi s ation: see also quot. at 

( 2) Voortrekker 4b. 

Noodhulpliga workers gave mm mouth to mouth resuscitat ion 
a n d oxygen . . . The Noodhulpliga chief comn1andant said seven 
spectators had heart attacks during the game . . . E. P r ovi nce Herald 
July 1974 ~1...Cv 

[ Afk. noodhulp = emergenc">A + li~cogn. league] 

nooi [noi-] n. 

( 1) J., 19. Mistress: a mode of address or r eference to the m i stress 

of a household, also u sed as an address i n the third person with article: 
S-a-~~·~ '5\~ . 

. . . Abdol, who was diligently cutting up berry- wax preparatory 
to blending it with r a w spirit, and ther eby producing such a floor­
p olish as would satisfy even this new and particular nooi. Fairb:!:idge 
That Which Hath Been 1913 

11I arn pardoned by the nooi:_? " she said half-timidly . Ibid. 

(2} 1, 19. A young girl: also i n combination klein,--..../ , young 

mistress, the daughter of a hous ehold. 

[ Afk. prob. fr. Port. noiva = bride and Span. E£ivc. = girl friend] 

nooi t [ n uit, noz t J adv. t . 

27k. Never: found inS. Af.r. names esp. of farms pref ixe d to vb partie. 

e. g. Nooitgedacht, Nooitverwacht. [ Afk. nooit = never] 

noord [n"lfa (r}t] n . and n. modifie;r 

27h. North: found inS. Afr . place names usu. as prefx as in Noordeindc, 

Noordk~, Noordoewer. [ Afk. noord = north] 

not so? gn i nterj . 

9, 10. 29[ vb]. Tag question fa>llowing positive statements , equi v . of isn' t i tP 

etc. inviting the agreement, assent or participa~ion of the h earer. 

cf. Ger. nicht wahr? Japanese soo dest; nee? see al so isn' t it729vb, 9; 

ne 9, 10 . 
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Lena: 
Boesman: 
Lena: 

It' s a hard life for us brown people, hey. 
He's not b r own people, he' s black people. 
They go t feelings too . Not so , Quta~ 

Fugard Boesman and Lena 1969, 1973 edit. 

[ f Afk n l·e 1ar n1'e? = l· sn' t t·hat so?. or 1' t s abbr. n'-?. (qv)] presum. r. . we. . to: 

nou [nav] adj. 

2.7i. N a rrow: f ound inS. Afr . place names prefixed to .E· e. g . 

Noupoort, Noukloof. [ A:[k. E~ = narro w] 

~' ~V\"\.o41 o-Av, 

2.9red. Substand. Misplaced or used redundantly in SAE; see f i rst 

quot. : also used in past tense sentences, see second quo t . freq;.. 

for 'then' as in ' He was now eighteen year s old.' see quat. at 2.doppie 8. 
11 There's a piece of ground for you now. For somebody ... 

that isn't afraid of a bit of hard work Catholic or Protestant, the r_c' s 
now a . . . ' ' Bosman Jurie Steyn' s Post Office 1971 

" What a bout the Volksraad memb er's words?" Jur i e asked. 
11 There was someth ing for you now 11 Ibid. 

[ fr. Afk. uses of n ou cogn. now] 

now-now, adv. t. 

CoiL 2.9adv. 10 . In SAE usu. sign. immediate futur e , shortly, a t 

o nce, right away. cf. just now 10, 2.9aclv. 

I'm going to town now now. K ruger sdorp Informant 1970 

Also us e d referring to immediate past. 

It was now , now, that h e went. Alan Paton Cry) the Beloved 
Country 1948 

[ Trans . {lit. ) Afk. nou-nou = in a moment (with present tense), a l so 

a moment ago (with past tense) . ] 

- ntaba- [ (t)n'taba] n. 

2.7a. Mountain: in various forms inS. Afr. place names Entabeni, 

Intabakandoda, Thaba ' Nchu, Thaba Bosiu, Thabazimbi. 

[ Bantu thaba mountain] 

ntombazaan [ (l) n 1tomba,za.: n, - zaba] n. pl. am a -, - s 

2., 1, 19. A mode of address or reference to a little girl cf. ntombi 2., 

1, 19. [ Ngu. intombazana = little g i r 1] 

ntombi [ (l)n ' tombT] n. [pl. - s] 

2., 1, 19. Mode of address or reference to a virgin of marriageable 

age. 

(1.__~ · There is another special one [reason] for the young man 
wishing to go home from time to time -, namel y , to make acquaintan ce 
with the inton1bies, or young women, whom they will o rie day acquire 
for wives. J. W. Colenso Ten Weeks in Nata l 1855 cit. R. W. furchfield 
O.E.D. Suppl ement proof] See guot . at addenda p5~5' . 

[ Ngu. intombi = marriageable girl] 



ntshebe [n'tJ e:be] 2!.:_~nterj. 
1, 2, 9. Zu. greeting to a bearded man. 

I mpassiv e faces of Dii?-gana ' s spearmen 
Under municipal ..:•ilslcins ; travellers 
On the same road as I. 

I take 
The courtesies of ~;he road for signals, co:.mting 
A widening eye, a flash of teeth, the shout. 
Njebe! as communication 

W . Branford Poetry 1974 UNISA Eng. Studies 

[ Zu. ptsheb e = bear d, bec:.rded man] 

nunu [ 1 nunljJ n. pl. - s . 

Coll. 21. 2.Any insect. cf. gogg<} 2 1, Jam. E. tichi) E ·~· ~· 
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Our Afr i can maid did not know what had stung her, all she 
knew was that a nunu h a d walked across her arm. Durban Inforn'1ant 
1970. 

[ Zu . ~ill:.::-: uncanny animal , monster, bogey] 

Nusas [ ' nju, S;)es] n. proE. 

34. The National Union of S. Afr. Students founded in 1925 . 

PROTEST CALL BY NUSAS JOHANNESBURG: The National 
Union of South African Srudents (Nusas) has called for nation-wide 
student protests . . . Evening Post 3. 10 . 70 

[ acronym of above] 

nuuskieri ge/ agie / muishond [ : nys 1 k'fr~xaf u..x1jmoe1s,($nt] n . 

Coll. 1 0 ,. 19. A Paul Pry, an inquisitive per son. [ Afk. nuuskie:rige 

~gie = Paul Pry, see muishond 6, 10] 

Nuwejaar, Tweede [ ' tw:c.ada , nyva 'ja..:(r)] n. prop. 

1 5 . See Tweede Nuwejaar 15. 

nyanga, n. pl. - s 

(l) 2, 19, 16. See inya.nga 2, 19, 16. 

(2) 23. An African tribe of Rhodesia, also their language. 

They must be from outside Rhodesia and able to write in 
English, Ndebele, Shena or Nyanga. Drum 8. 10. 72 

>:< num-num-(bessie ) .E· pl. -s 

14 . See noem-noem - (bessi e ) 14 , ~ ~ SB4-, 
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0 

O.B. [,~:;nf ' biJ n. prop. 

4b. See Ossewa Branchva_g 4b, ~ ~\-. 

. . . t h ere was another and more important rival to Malan' s 
pa.rty among the Af:ci.kaner people - t he Os scwabrandw3.g , or O . B . 
This, as we have seen, was formed in 1938 as a cultur a l movement 

inspired by the em ~""J tions of the Great Trek centenary. . . i t b ecame 
an avowedly N ational-Socialist organi zation, working fc•r a totalitar i an 
republic and the abolition of the party syst em. A. Keppel Jon es 
A Sho r t Historv of S. A . 1948 

[acronym Ossewa Brandwag {qv)] 

oblietjie [o ' bl'lk1, ·u-, -c'i] n. pl. - s 

7. Very thin w afers cooked over a fire i n a11 ~pan 18 or ' wafer 

i rbn' and rolled, like brandy snaps: brought to S . A . by t he French 

H uguenots. 

She also served the rolled wafer t ea cakes called oblietjies, 
made with cinnamon and white wine - a Huguenot contribution to Cape 
Cookery. Lawrence Green Tavern of the Sea.s 1947 

Oublie-pans are called by the ironmong c rs " wafer-pans" , and 
can be obtained in all the English shops Hildagonda D~ckitt' s 
Rec~.eeE2. 1966 edit. 

An old fas h ioned deal chair was sol d for R38 and an 1oblietjie! 
pan for R50 Cape Argus 27. 11. 72 

[ Afk. fr. Fr. oublie = sacrament al wafer f r. Lat. oblatu s partie . s:i.gn. 

offered] 

~ [~s] ~~i: 
Slang. 10, 16, 29adj. Out of sorts, see dy, unde r t h e weather: see 

v erlcp_ l 6 , 29adj, (2)paE 16, 29adj ; a l so b l anket t erm of somewhat 

pitying disapprobati on of a poor specimen or a poor show. cf. Aus tr . 

crookLcronk, ailing, out of s orts , '2_. ~ · ~\-.~~\ l4·\ \~ ~~-
O r al Informants: I' m feeling really oes today. Guy Butler 1971 

How oes that --girl a l ways looks! Engli sh 
born i n formant (7- 8 years i n S . A. ) aged 
about 50 19 7 2 

[ Afk. ~ = out of condition, feeble , shabby etc . ] 

oester [ '~ std (r)] n. 
. I 

27d. Oys t e r: found inS. Afr . n am e s O e sterbaai, Oe s t erst eeg 
[ Afk. fr. Du. cogn. oyster] 

o ff , n. pl. - s 

[A. E. ]2. U sed by African s p e ake r s s i gn. time o r day rJ , a l so in pl. 

O ral Infor m a nt s : I get my off once a w eek, on Sundays. 
Afri co.n Nur s e , Cape To.;,n 21. 6 . 71 

Wha t s ha ll we do about our offs thi s week? 
African s e r v a nt 1970 

[ pr esu.m . abbr . of time-off] 
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off- colour! n . 

Sect. Mining 30, 29adj . U sed of or pertaining to a diamond neither 

pure white nor a defi:::~ite colour: see fancy 30. 

When in a general way one talks of ' yellow' stones, one means 
1 coloured' of that t i n::, not 'fancy'; in the Fi\)lds we incorrectly call 
them off- colour . T.:1e tru e off- colour has no distinct tinge at a l l. 
B?yl e To the Cape f,~ r Diamonds 187 3 cit. Pettman 

off-load, vb trns. 

29vb. To unload, now widely used outside S . A . esp. of cargo. 

Dock workers at Durban harbour spent all day yesterday 
off-loading the long- awaited consignment of New Zealand butter . 
Daily Dispatch 1. 6. 7 1 

Also figur. t o sell or dispose of usn. unwanted or poor quality goods: 

see quot. at (2)gueen 19, 2 . 

Some are also f i nding out that the indifferent quality which they 
off-load on to local n1arkets would not even fetch a return as pigs will 
on the competitive and discriminating rnarkets of Europe. Farmer's 
Weekly 11.7.73 

The Nats can say goodbye to _my vote. For two years I have 
been trying to offload my clay deposits on to the Government. Sunday 
Times 12. 3. 72 ~c..d.. 51-'?t" 

[ translit. · Aflc aflaai = unload] 

offsaddle, vb trns and intrns . 

31, 29vb. To unsaddle a horse, also to break a journey: see also 

opsaal 31, 29vb and afsaal 3 1, 29vb, and q uot. at (4)vaal-. 

T he travelling paces of South Africa are a canter on level 
road, and a walk for the declivities; with frequent 11 off saddling," 
to let the horses roll and refresh themselves . A l exander Western 
A£ ric a I 18 3 7 

At the foot of the garden Jan Botha off-saddled his horse, 
knee-haltering it and allowing it to stumble away in search of grazing. 
Brett Young They Seek a Country 1937 

here, there, and everywhere, riding, fighting, r etiring, 
advancing, saddling up and offsaddling. Stuart Cloete _Rags of Glory 
1963 

~ ) / 

[ trans. (lit. ) Afk. afsaal = unsaddle] 

off sal es , n. 

8, 30. The bottle store (qv) 30, 18 attached to or owned by an hotel, 

i n which liquor is sold by the bottle for consumption off the premises, 

also rJ d epa_!tment: equiv. of Brit. off-licence and U . S . off sale adj. 

of or pertaining to a licence. 

Hoteliers here rely largely on off- sales and liquor sales in the 
hotels to make a profit. . .. but liquor sal es both in the bars and the 
off- sal es had dropped compared wit h l as t year. E . Province Herald 
18.2. 72 

oke [a.rk] .!!· pl. - s 

19. Also okie: see~· outjie 1, 19 . 

. . . and a sexy forei gn accent to match too, and another thing I 
never been out with a reel continental okic before. Darling 9. 10. 74 

[ fr. outjie] 



Old Dutch Medicines, ..E.l:.2;: 

16. See Dutch Medi~5.ne::_ 16. 

32.2 

It is clear that D:t . Juritz was making up the mixtures that 
later beca1ne "Old Dutch Medicines". Turlington for chest compla~. nts, 
Jamaica Gemmer Essence, Dr. Stahl's V(;:rstcrkendc Druppels - a ll 
these were on the li s t . Dr . Juritz also announced that he had the 
orig inal recipe for Napoleon's Bor stpillen, ... Cajoputi oil for pain 
in the limbs, buchu azyn, ... and Hoff1nan' s Druppels for hea.f?.aches. 
Pynstellende druppels, zinkings druppels (own recip es) koorts· druppeJ.s 
and oogwater all speak,for themselves . Lawrence Green Land of 
A:fternoon 1949 [ >;< Du. fever] 

old rnan' s beard., n. 

28. Either of two lichens of the Usnaceae, U . b a rbata or U. florida arc 

so called inS. A. from their greyish dangling growth. Also U.S. Spanish 

moss (Tillandsia usneoides) and species of Clematis. 

Old rnan' s beard . .. very common lichens in the South coa s t a l 
forests where they form long f e stoons on the b ranches of podo carp us 
elongatus (g eelhout) and other trees . Cosmopolitan in di stribution. 
C.A. Smith Cornman Names of S. Afr . Plants 1966 

Old Year's Night, n. phr. and modifier 

10, 15. New Year's Eve is freq. so called inS. A., a s in r--) party: _15. 

[trans. Afk. Oujaarsn ag / aand =old year's night/evening] 

olifant( s ) [ 1ul1,£ant( s)] n. prefx 

(l) 2.8. Elephant: found in prefx in numerous plant names s i gn. 

either giant or very large species, e. g. ~ sriet, Resti.o ,giganteus; 

r-/ S/melkbos (qv) 32, Euphorbia hamata; or having the appea.rance 

of the elephant as ~ s....oor (ear), Eriospermum capense ; ~ Jvstert 

( tail), Vellozia retinervis; ~ s....No e t, Dio s corea e l c phantipes; see 

_Hott e ntot s bread 7, 18: or ' eaten by the elephant' as in ~ s)<o~ (foo d) 

Portulacaria Afra, see~ -p_pekbcom 28, 11 ; ,-....' s.....doring 32 , Acacia 

giraffae, see k a meeldoring 32.. 

( 2) 27d. Elephant: found inS. A. place names presum. referring to 

actual events e. g . Olifant sfo ntein, Olifantsho e k, Olifantsbrug . 

[ Afk. olifant cog n . . eleph a nt] 
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- om - [5m] adv. / P.r..~· 
Z?k. Round, about (dir ection) : found inS. Afr . place names e . g . 

Keerom Straat (keer :: turn), Omdraaisvlei 

[ Afk. fr . Du. ~ == ·round, around] 

omgekrap [ 'omxa ,krap] adj. / parti e. 

Slang. 10, 2 9adj.· Upset, di saffect ed, eqmv. of Brit. ' rubbed ue the 

~-rong w~. ' 

We've had to give up going t o the- Church because w h e n Iny 
husband gets out he's so omgekrap he's n ot fit to live with for t he 
rest of the day. Oral Informant Woman ex Joha1mesburg 1965 

[ Afk. omgekrap = irrit able] 

on1i s s i ons 

29. C ertain items are frequently omitted inS. Afr . s p eech and occ. 

in writing: not all these omissions are exclusively S . Afr. u sage but 

are h e re recorded as regular if substand~rd: see also _!_~.dunda.~cif!S 29 . 

( 1) - ed (qv) 29: the 1 alveo l ar suffix' in past partie . modifie:c.s ; see 

quo t. at-e~ Three bedroom home etc. Advt. 

(2) 1 r e [<:l] reduced form of 2:!.~ freq. omitted in spee ch before 12.~ 

we, you, they , e . g. We working on it now. · You looking tired. 
)( 

They coming next w~ek . A Oral Informants, including Radio S . A . 

( 3) articles or other noun-deter1ni11 ers e. g. h.i s, her, their, ou!"' are 

omitted b efore nouns esp. i n adv. prep. phr . i n speech and writing. 

We came back from holiday l ast week. 
They're on honeynwon. 
He walks t o office. 
Let ' s go to f lick. 

Various Informants 

Learn t o play guitar , piano ... in 2 weeks . Advt. 

(4:) ~~ omitted afte r certain vbs normally requiring complements 

(vbs of 'incomplete predication' ) e . g . have, goti or requiring cbjccts 

{vb trns.) e. g. fin£... l earn (qv) 34:, jgtch. e. g . ·A. ·' would you like 

another cup?' · B. LNo thanks I still have.' ) ' 'These come from East 

London: we can ' t get f r om P . E. any more. '; · A. 'I was looking for . 

some shoes in town: B. 'And did you find?' . 'T h ey coming to fetch j 1lst 
) 

now.' · Var ious oral informants , University, Shops, Children. 

(5) E-~E:~ om i~ted in certain .!b..Pl::u: ... }.eaving modifi ers alone to stand 

. for the phr. e . g . Co :·~1e to my t wenty first [birthday {party)]. 

'* I s yours an automatic?[ gear- change,. washing rna chine etc, ]. He wants , 

hi s Chri s tmas [present, t ip, ' box' ]:'· ·· ~~h tw- c...J ~q4\k ~~~w\IA :.U 
J u~ '1-v: · fr. · 7£ 

(6} ~ (o:r 2- t s ee moan 29vh) etc . omitted in vb phr. e. g. expl ain, 

reply, lecture. 

Viv e xplains me the assignment then I writ e it . B. A. S tud e nt 
Granny clidn't r e ply me. Child 10 yrs. [ pass. (:o nfusion for 

' 'a n s\ver ''] 
It is no u sc :moralising and lecturing them . N e w Lp a per ar t icle 
What are you lec turing [ in] this term? Univer s ity teache ·r 

The lowest priced automatic i n Sm..1 .. th Airica. 

$-U.. oJ,_ '>O ~\., c0r ~ \~ ' s g <l ' 
E . Province 1-l<.:!r a ld Ad"t . 

5 . 1 2. 74 



(7) Various p article:> omitted (usu. by children) . 
feet [of]. I'd laugh he fell ofi[if]. Children . 
that stove was mine [if]. Housewife. 

cf. U .S. out the window I door e t c. 
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Be careful your 
I wouldn't mind 

[ [ (8) ~ possessive ·3uffx oc c. dropped in speech. (We beat the­

(ple-ce name) Women Hockey Club 4- nil.) Schoolgirl Sept 1974. 
>.~ 

(9') [ Afk. speal<:ers i.: su.] ~· ~ third per son singular present 

k . •,_ 1.. • 1 I l I I . . tense mar er as 1n ue , SL!e, 1t watc 1e s etc. e. g. rr1 no 1nus1c1an 

but the wife play? l X always come when a per.;on isn't expecting 

him? Afk. Informants Grahamstown.] *A shoal of geelbek approach, 
one of them spot the strepie . . . Farmer ' s Weekly 4 . 12. 74 · 

ompad ['om, pat] E:· 

31. Detour: seen on road signs ; also a roundabout way, l ong '.vay 

round. [Afk. ornpad::: roundabout way] 

- onder- [- ' ~n(d)a(r) -] adj. / prep. 

27k. Under, below: found in S. Afr . place names as prep. prefixed 

or suffixed e . g . Waterval Onder, Onder-·papegaaiberg, 

Onde r-Smoordr if: as modifi er , prefixed toE:· e. g. Onderplaas: see 

also onderste 27i, bo {ven) 27k, a l so under 29 prep. 10. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. onder ::: below, lower] 

onderbos [•'5n(d)a(r) ,b'6s] E:· 

32. Any of several species of Trichlocladus, T. crinitus, T . ellipticus 

and T . grandiflorus shrubs to small trees useful for firewood and 

commonly growing under f o re st trees, h ence the name. cf. Canad. 

underbrush. 

The branche s and twigs ofT. crinitus bend without breaking 
and have long been used as hoops for basket making .. . as well as by 
natives for kieries a nd ornaments. Pappe recorded the wood as hard 
and fit for waggon work... T . crinitus has been described as the 
most common undershrub (Afk onderbos) in the southern forests. 
C.A. Smith Common Names of S. Afr. P l ants 1966 

[ Afk. fr Du. onder= under +bosch= shrub cogn. bush] 

onderdeur [ ' ~nda (r ), dl'oe (r)] n. 

18. The lower half of a stable door (qv} 18 or bo- en- onderdeur 18 . 

. . . it frequent ly happe ned that when any s trang er c:.rrived at 
a Boer home s t ead, Tante --would lean over the onderdeur and inform 
the visito r in most vigorous langu age tha t if he happened to be a 
" digger '' hi s presence anywhere on the farm was most unwelcome. 
MacDonald Romance of the Golden Rand 1933 

[ Afk. fr. Du. onder = \fhd.er + deur cogn. door] 
{ocv~ 

onder s te [ •o n(d)a (r ) s tv ] adj. 

27i~ Lowest: found inS. Afr . place n ames Onderstcpoort, 

Onder stedorings . [ Afl<: . onder = lowe r + superl ative suf£ . - s te -- lowe st] 
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only,· intensifier, adv. of degree 

Coll. 29adv. 10. Various non- standard uses are fo·J.nd in SAE. 

(l) Coll. 29f.P.,V~ rnt((_nsifier of adj. or other modifier equiv. of 'really' or 
'completely' ~~~rrl~t'imes p ·Laced before n. phr. with or without redundant but: 
~~-r.w t-a"" ,2...4-,10 · --

Since-he did:1.1 t know what our talk was a.bout the lorry driver's 
a~::sistant looked only mys ·.:.i.fied. Bosman A Bekkersdal Marathon 1971 

Quoting as an example "Yessas she is but only a 1nooi pop, 11 he said, 
1r.10st o·f us are quite unconscious masters of several accents which we change 
according to company and occasion. Guy Butler cit Daily Dispatch 29. 10. 74 

( 2) Coll. 29adv. Adverb of degree with vb equiv. of 'really' with or 
withom: redundant but.~ 

Yias but we were only moving! Yachtsman George l akes 8. 12.. 74 

They drank XYZ Red, White, Ros~. From 5pm onwards . And that 
party only had spirit. Sunday Times Advt. 2.2. . 12. 74 
[unknown poss . trans. Afk. net = only] 

( 3) 10, 29red. Equiv. of 1 just' usu. redundantly as in 'Shame, he's only 
small. 1 Port Elizabeth informant 1972 
[ prob. trans. Afk. ~ (qv) =just, only as in Hy is maar klein] 

( 4 ) 10, ·29red. 'intensifier' equiv. of ' really' in phr. ~ with pleasure, 
it' s r-- a pleasure, sign. complete willingness . 
~ t 14. 2 . 7 ~ 

It' s only a plea'sure to fit him, . Mrs. B - only a pleasure. Grahamstown 
"[ poss. trans. Afk-. slegs.= merely, nothing but: poss . ..!f1~r = but, only] 

on the moment, prep. phr. 

Substand. 10. At the moment; at present (not equiv. of ' on the instant' sign. 

' at once.' 

We' ve no places left for that flight on the moment, but there may be 
a cancellation. Oral Info rmant George C.P. Jan 1974 

[pro b. trans Afk. 1 op die oomblik' (op usu. sign. 1 on') = at the mon1ent, 
at present] 

£Qg ['\fax] n. 

22, 27a. The-~ (qv) 22 or source of a stream, nver or fountain (qv) 2.2, in 

place names Die Oog, Molopo Oog, Malmane Oog. 

At the Molopo Oog, where there is a modern holiday resort, and 
where kurpcrs , geelvis, carp and black bass are bred on a large scale, 
Panorama Oct. 197 3 

[ Afk . .2.£g_ = eye] 

oogpister [ 11S"ax,p=f.-sta (r )] n . pl. - s 
.. * 2 I. .f..nthia, an insect also known as hoogpister (qv) 21 and erron. 1~ter1 • 

There are also the piogters, black with white stripes, when you touch 
them they shoot nasty burning s tuff in your ey.es . . . Iris Vaughan Diary 
circa 1902 

[ Afk. oog = eye + ~ = urinate + agent. suff. - ( t) e r . 
,., 
'"Informant N .G.Sabbagha] 

~ [ 'if0m] n. pl. - s 

1, 19. Uncle : mode of address or reference to an u n cle or older man 

unre lated to the speaker, · with or without a n ame following , used by children 

esp. in the country as a mark of respect: occ. of a n ational figure e . g Oom 

Paul (Paul Kruger ): see also uncle, ~tie, tannie, tante, all 1, 19: see also 

quotations at oubaas nee£ : 19, ~ o) ~ 'l~ ~ ktt. 
Old Lucas , or as he was more familiarly calle d, Oon1 H ans (Uncle 

Hans ), Burchell Travels I 1822 
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... we are aE a primitive people here - not very lofty. We 
deal not in titles. Every one is Tanta and Oorr:. - aunt and uncle. 
Olive Schreiner Stor't of an Afr . Farm 1883 

.. . Oom Jakob in middle-age was firmly established as 11 Com 11 

to every burgher young enough to be his nephew or his son. Prance 
Tantc Rebella's Sarra 1937 

[ Afk. fr. Du • .Q..Q.ll2 = ·,.mcle, also 'man (used by children referring to 
( 

mide white adults)' 3osman, Van der Merwe and Hiemstra, 

Tweetalige Woordeboek 1972 edit. J 

oord J-zra (r)t] n. 

27e. Used as equiv. of 'place' 1n street names e. g. Cavan-Oord: 

also seen in combination vakansie /""--"' 31, a holiday resort; strand I"""-', 

beach resort etc. on road s1gns . [ Afk. oord = place, region] 

oorlarr\sl rl)arfam(s)] modifier and n . 

H i st.l9, lO.Shrewd, knowing, exper i enced esp. {as n oun) 'old hand', a 

black or colo-ured person long exposed to white or Western civilization: 

see quot. 

The word has come down f rom the days of the Dutch East India 
Compa ny; the rnen who had seen considerable service were called 
oorlammen (Mal. orang lami, old per son), while the recruits were 
called Bar en {Mal. orang barn, new hand). · Pettman Africanderi~~ 
1913 

They were the fir s t truly 11 detribalized11 Natives; and they and 
their descendants , th_e so- ca.lled "Oorlams, 11 became so completely 
assimilated in a hereditary master- servant relationship, into the 
structure of Afrikaner society that their very mother-ton gu e became 
Afrikaans, and they took over with their masters ' speech their masters' 
religion, dress, food, ways of life - only, of cou rse, on a lower plane 
as befitted servants. Hoernle S. Afr. Native Policy and the Liberal 
Spirit 1939 

[ Afk. fr. Du. oorlam fr. Mal. .orang= person+ lama= l ong (of time), 

old (long standing).] 

oorskiet [''lfar,sk'lt] n. [pl. -s erron.] 

Coll. Slang. 10. Leftove_rs, bits-and pieces:\\ remainders~~ Lw-ccv.Jr•..,, 
'1"'0~\sL ,~ ~ ~ CVv-- t O~ \¢II-< I ~ '!, ~t> ?0}('> , (~ _,.\ 

""'\ Th~se roses are oorskiets really - only 'feftovers because my 
dad's started pruning. Woman Grahamstown 1971 

[ Afk. f r. Du. oorskiet = remnant, leftovers] 

oos [ -ua s] n. prefx and suff. 

27h. East: found inS. Afr . place n ames preceding or follo,Ning a 

name, Stilbaai- Oos, Riebeek- Oos, Oo sgam, Oo s t errrwed, Oos- Londe n. 

[ Afk. fr Du. oc st = east] 

2£ [ op] _predic . modifier 

Coli. S l a n g. 10. Finished, a ll gon e : u su. of some material substance 

rice, tea, pap e r, drin"k e tc. as in 'I'm sorry, the beer ' s op. 1 cf. Brit. 

time 's up. [trans. Afk . .Q.U. = finishe-d, exhausted) in phr . 1 clit is op', 
equiv. of there's nothing l eft, it r s all gone, e tc. J 
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~pblaa&,.A<rimpsiekte, !'.. 

] 1. See krimpsiekte (acute) 1 1. 

~e kop [ 1 ~p di '.kO'p] ~dv. t. prep. phr. 

Call. 10. Precisely, usu. of t ime cf. or.. the dC2!J J am. E. bap( s ):. 

At the next stroke of the gong it will be exactly - , op die kop -

a quarter past seven. Radio S . A. 21. 5 . 7 3 

S ee you at seven, t h en, op die kop. 
aged about 50 ex Cape Town 197 3 

[ Afk. fr. Du. 2P den kop =precisel y] 

opgaaf [ 1'6p,xo...f] n . 

Woman 

Hi st. 17 , 24. Certain income and property taxes formerly levied by 

Government. 

In Cape Town, and in some of the district s , the opgaaf taxes 
have been assessed upon the principle of a property tax, calculated 
upon a valuation of all stock and property of whatever description, 
Reports of the Commissioners II 1827 

.. . INCOME. -Two pounds per cent, on all whose incon>e 
exceed £30, except from Farming Stock, chargeable to Opgaff. 
Greig S. Afr. Almanac and Directory for 1833 

The custom at that time was that the Chief Cle rk of the Civil 
Commissioner travelle d annually in an ox- wagon to collect the 'opgaaf' 
( taxes~, Albany and Somerset were then one fiscal dist rict and this 
collecting journey took up several months . Meurant Sixty Years AgC? 
1885 
[ Du. opgaaf = statement, account (Afk. = poll tax)] 

-./ 
oppas [ 1 o,pas] int erj. 

Cal l. Slang. 9 . Warning exclamat ion equiv. of \-ktch out! Careful! 

s ee also pas op 9 . 

O ppa s ! You ' ll go too far one day. Death Penalty. Fugard 
Boesman a nd Lena 1969 

[ Afk. oppas = look out, mind, be careful fr . Du. oppassen = mind, 

beware, be on guar d] 

opper tbpa (r), bp-] n. pl. - s 

11. A stack of grain bundles: see quat. 

After the crop is cut the bundles are a llowed to lie on the l aud 
for a day or so, and are then packed into ' s hocks ' or 'oppers. ' Shocks 
are heaps of about 16 bundles standing upright on the straw. Oppers 
are heaps of about 50 bundles packed flat, like a small stack . 
.,Handbook for Farmers inS. A . 1937 

[ Afk. ·fr. Du. opper = (hay) cock, hay rick] 

opsaal [ •0p, s ctJ] vb 

31, 29vb. See upsaddl~ 31, 29vb. 

That night Alexander pas sed the word round to 11 inspan11 and 
"opsaal, 11 and with all their kit and gear the little commando took the 
road . . . Klein Stage Coach Dust 19 37 

[Afk. fr . Du. op cogn. up+ zadelen = to saddle] 
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15, 29vb. To court a g i rl by 1 s itting up' with h er after the family 

have gone to b e d; see quat., also sit UJ2 29vb, 15. cf. Austr. to tr ack 
with equi v. of Brit. to be 4~alking ouP . 

Among the farming community a direct method o:f courting 
was observed. It was called Opsit. And it allowed a gi.rl t o indicate 
very clearly what her feelings were to w;:1 rds a suitor. If she 
favo ured hirn a long candle would be produced . . . De Kock The 
Fun they Had I 95~j 

In combination r---/ ker s (candle). 

If acceptable to the parents, he was g iven, as nightfall 
approached, a piece of 'opsitkers ' (sitting up candle) ... On the table 
flickered the 1 opsitkers 1 and as long as t his bit lasted he was allowed 
to sit with her, talking swe et nothi ngs . Jackson Trader on t he Veld 

1958 

~ bank(bench) 18. Equiv. of U.S. love- seat, bench or sofa for 

co.urting couples. cf. Jam. E . couple benc}>.:_ (in church). 

[ Aik. fr . Du. opzitten = to s it up] 

op skoo t , to bring[Eut (a gun) [.np ' sklrGt] vb phr . 

20. To set the sights of a gun. [ s till current] 

... the boys were putting their guns op schot, or sighting them, 
to go after lions the next day. Bisset Sport and War in Africa 1875 
cit. Pettman 

[ fr. A fk. vb phr . op skoot bring as above] 

opskop [ '~p, sk'np] n. 

Call. 15 . An informal d a nce, 'hop', also sheepskin (qv ) 1 5> V.el skoen 
(qv } 15 and opskud (qv) 15. cf. Brit. slang knees up. [ .A..fk. o:psko~ 
=-litJokick up (a noise etc.)] 

opskud [ '~ p , skoet] interj. 

(I) Coli. 9. Equiv. of'Buck up!' '~et crack~ng!e{.. ~~·\"'Jft~· k ~ 
1 Opskud k erels! I h eard. But i t was not Serfina who gave t h at 

command. Bosman Unto Dust 19 63 

(2) opskud 15. Also _£P_skop (qv) 15: a sheepskin (qv) 15 dance with 

boeremusiek (qv) 15 . cf. Jam. E. buc~a social g athering; Brit. a 

knees UE: 

In combination r---/ en uitkau: a dance . 

'Listen, he could d o a v as t rap, that man, non- s top, on all 
strings, a t once. H e knew the lot. Polka, tickey- dra ai, opskud en uitk ap, 
ek s~ ... that w as jollification for you . . . Fugard _The Blood Knot 19 68 

Va s trap, T i ckey- Draai, Opskut en uitkap: traditional Sou th 
African folk danc es . Fugard Glossary to Boes-man a nd Lena 1969, 
1 97 3 e di t. 

.f-o 
[ Afl<. opskud =ll buck up, lit . 1 s hake up'] 

• I . 
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1opslag ~op, slax] n . 

Hist. 30. Auctioneer:.ng term: preliminary upward bidding to 

1 run up the price before selling by downward bidding: see afslap. 30. 

The method of selling a house or farm wa·3 unusual. First 
it was p ut up by opslag, that i s by advancing bids in the usual way. 
B ut the highest bidder to whom it was knocked down did not wish to be 
the purchaser; his function was to help the auctioneer to increase the 
final selling price and for this he received a bonus or strykgeld .. . . 
The final figure was gene rally well in advance of the opslag bid, but 
should it fail to reach tha"': amount the man who had received the stryk­
geld was compelled to become the buyer at that flgure. Gordon-Brown 
S. Afr. Heritage 1965 

[ Afk. fr. Du. opslag = price increase] 

2 
opslag, n. and n. modifier 

(1} 11. Used of any self-sown crop e. g. /'"'-"potatoes, r_..bar!£y etc. 

(2) 11. Profuse secondary plant growth {chiefly annuals ) after rains 

e sp. on braaklandM (qv) 11 stubble and ouland 11: see a lso quot. at 

tramp out 29vb, 11. 

. The Karroo veld consists of the var ious types of Karroo bush 
and a secondary plant growth (opslag) ... It is especially these 'opslag' 
plants .. . which provide the stock with an early green succulent. 
Handbook for Farmers in S. A. 19 37 

They are especially glad that the first young shoots have 
started growing ... stock are voracious fe~ders on this opslag_. 
Cape Tim es 6. 5. 70 

[ Afk. fr. Du. opslag = self sowing, regrowth] 

O)?stal [ 1 0'p,stal] n. 

11, 18. B uildings or other improvements (qv) 18 on a far m (excluding 

the land.) see loan-place 17. 

The lessee had no dominium in the ground and he could &ell or 
b e queath nothing more than the opstal - that is the house, kraals and 
other improvements. Mos t of the farms in the interior were held under 
tlus form, and the farm was generally known as a leeningsplaats , a 
loan farm. The stock farmers owned such places. C . Graham Botha 
Our S . A. Past and Present 19 38 

[ Afk. fr. Du. opstal = building, superstructure] 

opstand [ 1op, stant] n. 

Hist. 4b. Rebellion. 

But politi cally the Union of South Africa w as a house divided 
against itself. The suppression of the 11opstand" of 1914 was followed 
by an increase of political opposition among the Afrikaners to the 
Botha Government. Cambridge H i story of the British Empire 
Vol. VII 1936 

[ Afk. f r . Du. opstand = insurrection] 
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.2J.?..:stoker [ 1op1 st1ra.k,1 (r)] n. pl. - s 

4b. J.ncitor, agitato~:· : r---./ ..!:!..!:Y stirring up strife, or ill-feeling. 

That well-known Boerchaat opstoker, :t •. 1r. -, i s at it again. 
This week he warne(~- and the English Press to stop mocking and 
cur sing the Afrikaner and the t hings that "vere holy to hi m . Sunday 
Times 22. 10. 72 

The Olympic Games gold medal for Boereha.at Opstokery was 
a warded to: . . . Sunday Times 5. 11. 72 

[ '.Afk. opstoker = agi.tator] 

'or a n ge w ine' , n. 

8 . Designation, not officially permitted, of a lcoholi c beverages, of 

which there are several varieties including a 'sherry' , made by 

fermenting oranges . 

Spend Friday nigh t at the Golden Valley Hotel at Muden. While 
you are there, taste some of the locally rna de orange wine or aperitif. 
The 1820 Christmas 197 3 

~je- [ u'ranja, jlJ adj . or n. modifier 

27j. Orange, found inS. Afr. names. usu. as modifier of n . 

Oranjefontein, Oranjemund, Oranjekrag; alone, Oranje (Bastion of 

Castle at Cape Town) and Eng. Orange (River). [ Du. oran~ (fr. 

House of Orange)] 

Order of EthioJ?_ia, E.:.....P.!:..<?.E· 
4a, 2. See Ethi~pia, Order of 4a, 2. 

- · . . . ~a chur ch s ervice led by th: Rev. E . M~ Ho~a, 
:.; of the Order of Ethi onia, w ho blessed .the leopard sk1n, assegaa1 and 

k i erie of the new chief. E. Province Herald 16. 12.. 7 4 

Order of Good Hope, n . prop. 

4b. See Good Hope, Order of 4b. 

oribi [b r:!:-bl] n. 

6. Any of ~ral species of small antel ope of the genus Our ebia, 

hsp-. . 0.~, h aving small straight horns and inhabiting usu. 

open plains . 

The dogs gave chace [si c] to and killed an orabi, a very pretty 
kind of buck, smaller than any we had seen; . . . Phil ipps Occurrences 
in Albany and Caffer-land 1827 

There are fewer than 600 oribi left in the Cape, of -vvhich none 
will be found in either national parks or provincial nature res e rve s. 
E. Province Herald 7. 9 . 7 4 

[ Afk. pro b . fr . Nama Hott. orab] 

Ossewa Brandwag [ 1osa ,v o..1brant,vax] n . prop. 

4b . A l so O . B. (qv) "4b: see quotation at O.B. 4b. 

On the eve of the war , a party existed in South Africa w hi ch was 
d edicated to the Nazi cause and ideology. It came into existence in 
1938, and called itself the Ossewa Brandwag - the '' Sentinels of the 
Ox-Wagon" . ... It represented the m o st vociferou s, fanati cal and 

* Kenneth Oram . .. the new Bishop of Grahamstown performed his 
fi rst ordination ... on Sunday. . . . The Rev.~ was ordainetl to 

·) the priesthood and is to be placed in a. parish by the Order of Ethiopia. 
Grocott' s Mail 20. 12.74 
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violent element in Sout h African politics and by 194 0 it was the 
second most powerful party in the state, and virtually constituted 
the parliamentary opposition. White The Land C~::>d Made in Anger 
196 9 

[ Afk. ossewa = oxwagon + brandwa()' = sentinel] 

ostrich(-} n. pl. -es or n. prefx. 

11. Classed as fa r ming _stock (qv) 11 i n S. A. 

A bird [ostrich] of fifteen months is worth about R25 and 
provides quality feathers , duster feathers, skins used rr1ainly in the 
manufacture of shoes and handbag s , biltong, cattle- feed and bone meal. 
Pan orama Dec. 1973 

5, 18. ,....._.lskin, the d e -feathered hide of t he ostrich u sed for shoes, 

handbags and numerous S . Afr. cur ios esp. in the S . W. Cape as are 
J 

the shells of ostrich eggs. [The meat is used as pets ' f ood or making 

the highly esteemed ,r---' bilto n rr 7 see quot. at s t ellasie 18, ancl the 

eggs also for cakes, omelettes and other cookery, see quot. at 

poffertjie 7 and zeekoe- spek 7 .] 

A considerable traffic m i g ht also b e carried on in ox hides, 
either dried or salted, to which may be added the skins of the leopard, 
panther and tiger cat, as well as the valuable ones of the ostrich. 
James Ewart Journal 1811-1814 

,.,...._/farmer, Chil dr.en1 s s lang, 19. In r ugby, a player w ho tackles 

high, or ' grabs his opponent round the neck. 1 Oral Informant 

Schoc 1.boy, 13. Aug. 1974 
~ palace. Any of several elaborate h ouses built in Oudts hoorn, 

Cape Province a t the time of the b oom in ostrich feathers . 

other side [ '1\~a 1 s a:rd] ~· 

Sub s tand. Coll. usu. among c hildren 29 A/P/A: an abbr. of 1on the 

other side of' as in 1 They're other side the road. ' 

. .. and where i s the Cat River? 

Antjie: In the Settler Count ry, otherside Grahamstown. 

Guy Butl er Cape Charade 1968 

[trans. or lit. rendering of Afk. anderkant or trans. oorkant (over) = 

on the other side of] 

othe rwis e , predic. adj. 

Coli. 29adj. 1 O::· Contrary, difficult, troublesome. 

I didn't want to be oth erwise about it b ut I did feel that I had 
t o complain. Informant: · woman Graham stown 1968 

- - [ etym. dub. po ss . fr. Afk. eiewys = contrary, or trans. anders = 

otherwise] 

1 
ou [ av] n. pl. - s 

Coll. 1, 19. Chap, guy, f ellow: a common mode of address .or 

r eference to man/ men or boy/ s as in come on you f"'../ s, equiv. of 

'come on chap s '; also in dimin. fo rm outjie (qv} 19 and oc~. ol<-;~seequot . 
. at 

2
bioscope 10 and at l ekk er 29adj, lO)o}.~o~{ qv) 19, 10. 
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Sissy: Well then do somethi<tg! 
Shorty: But What? What mu~.t a ou :to ? I slog 

F·.1gard People are Li vine; ThE::re 19 S9 

11Have any of you ous got a radio ? 11 he deiY1.:tnded. Forum 
Vol 6. No. 2 1970 

In combinations, usu. puns manifesting as the ' .... t::.'::.../ ioke• · 15 which 

enjoyed a vogue in the 195 Os . e . g . a commercia:. traveller is a 

Ramie- rJ a drug addict i.s a pill- rJ etc. 

[ Afk. ou = fellow poss . fr. Du. ~ = an e1derly man, cf. Brit. old 
chap, -}~r. mon vieux as modes ot address~. 

2 
~ [;:nf] adj. 

(1) Coll. 29adj. Old: us ed jocularly as in r---J maat (qv) 1, 19, 

also a.s part of a dimin. structure 'a kak rJ dorpie',;.:(a rotten little 

(old) dump) c£. U.S. little old me. ['~see kak 9, 10] 

Ou Heath' s stupid, hey - why doesn1 t he use the Suppression 
of Communism Act . . . Daily Dispatch Cartoon Caption 17. 2 . 72 

(2)' 27i. Old: found inS. Afr. place named prefixed to.!!· Oukraal, 

Ouwerf, Oubosrand (qv) 28. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ ~ old] 

3ou- [ev] _prefx. 

28. Old (usu. in appearance) : prefx to plant names e. g . ~ dori~ 

(thorn), _:Acada robusta; ~ bout (qv} 32, ~ bos (qv) 3 2, r._, koe 

Cotyledon reticulata. 1, 19. Old, elder: r egular prefx in modes of 

address or reference to older people e . g . r--../ boet, ~baas, 

,----/ su s ( sis}, ,....J man (20} a ll (qv); also in cJ rna a nd ....C::::::.. pa; 

also outa aJ.l (qv ). 

oubaas ['e-u,bu.:s] n. andn.p:::- op. 

(1) l, 19. Old master: mode of address or reference to the master, if 

h e is an elderly man, or occ. to the father of the n1aster or mistress of 

a household. 

My father's a l ways ·10om Jan, •· though mother calls him the 
1 ou baas, 1 and she' s Tante Lis bet. Brett Young City of Gold 1940 

(2) God: referred to as the~ up ther e , in the sky etc. , often in 

relation to rain. 

' The ~ has got it up there for us, I know. 1 Informant 
elderly farmer, Grahamstown 1973 

cf. Austr . Hughie, God of weather, in 'Send her down Hughie! 1 

Jackson M amba ... who saved the life of young ... when she 
was almost electro cuted in her home, told me .. . that it was not his 
doing but t h at of the 11 0 u baa s in the sky11 that the girl wa s not dead. 
Het Suid Western 25. 4. 74 

( 3) Affectiona te mode of reference to General Smuts (Field Mar s hal 

J. C . Smuts ) . [ obs. J 
With General Smuts• departure the United Party will . .. fo rfeit 

the votes of many people who had s upported them becaus e of a p e r s onal 
loyalty for the 11 0ubaas ". Press Digest No . 3 1948 

[ Afk. fr. Du. oud = old+ baa s cogn. boss, master] 
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ouboet ['au, b~t] n. 

1, 19. Mode of addrc~;s or reference to an elder/est brother, a.lso 

t o an old friend; see a l so swaer 1, 19, also ou m ~at 1, 19. 

and Kleinboet would call him Ouboet, eldest brother. 
Ouboet ... It was such a good n ame, it had such a full !"ound sound ... 
Uys Krige The Dream an·~ the Desert 1953 

[ Afk. fr. Du. oud = old + boet fr. breeder_ cogn. 1::>rother] 

oubo s [ ' a11", bo s] n . 

33. Leuco sidea sericea; see ouhout 32. 

ouderling ['a1Jda(rLl£IJ] n . pl. -s 

4a, 19 . An elder in the Dutch Reformed Church (qv) 4a distinguished 

by his dress; see manel 5 and white tie 5, also gatjaponner 4a, 19. 

cf: Canad. (hist. ) marguillier churchwarden . 

We had no predikant the re; but an o uder ling, with two bandoliers 
slung across his body, and a Martini in his hand, said a few wor ds . 
Bosman Mafeking Roa~ 1947, 1969 edit. 

He was unhappy about the whole thing. As chief oude rling , he 
was also in trouble with his church. Cape Times 8. 11. 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ouder ling = elder] 

oudstryder ['a-vt, s tr exda{r)] n. pl. - s 

19 , 20 . Veteran, ex- soldier. 

The unveiling .. . was attended by a gathering of more than 
1000, amongst whom were many oudstryder s (veterans) of the Anglo-
Boer War - some of whom were present at the battle being 

1 
commemorated. Pano rama Nov. 1970 ~ c;J. ~o ~\.~ ~~<A-e..... \>· s-qo · 

[ Afk. oud = fo rmer + s t ryder = combatant, fighter] 

ouhout [ 'd1f 1 (h)a-ut] n. 

32. Any of several species of shrub in which either the name is 

accounte d for by the fact that the flowe r s are borne on the old wood, 

as in species of Haller i a, or by the old or brittle appearance of the 

wood esp. Cordia caffra and Leucosidea se~, (oubos, (3)geelhout 32~ 
The vernacular name OUHOU T said by some to be in allusion 

to the usually crooked branches which may suggest a n aged . .. 
appearance but i s more probabl y d e rived from the fact that the trunk 
burns like rotting wood (Afr: ouhout). C. A . Smith The Common Names 
of S. Afr. Plants 19 66 

[ Afk. ~ cogn. old + hout = wood] 

ouklip ['a·J',klzp] E:· 

18, 11, 22. ' Pudding stone, ' gravel stone, honeycomb- ro ck usu. 

decomposed dolomite. 

A few months ago it was discovered by a farmer living in the 
vicinity that large beds of Ou K.lip (honeycomb gravel rock) on the farm 
were literally saturat ed with mercury in the native state. Grahamstown 
Journa l 20. <). 1892 

A s t rata of ouklip, through wh i ch eve had not picked, was an 
a~ded problem, causine deep- rooted tr ees to wane and fall to the 
w1nter gal es . Cape Ar gus 8 . 5. 71 

[ Afk. ~ cogn. old +}<lip = s t one; gravel stone or pudding stone] 



ouland [ 1av1lar .t] n. 

1 1. Unsown o1· fallow land: see also quot. at..£_~~.~ 11, 28. 

cf. Jam . E. baram~ fallow land 
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The g razing obtainable from 11 braakland11 , "ouland" and 
stubble land may be regarded as a type of n atural pasture . .. The 
stubble may be ploughed over in May for seedin g another grain crop, 
it may be braaked in July-·September, or it may be left lying for a 
year or longer as ouland. Handbook for Farmers inS. A. 1937 

[ .Afk. ~uland = unsown land, fallow land] 

. oulandsgras [ 1a1f ,l ants,xras] n. 

28, 11. Also ouland(e)gras : any of several pasture grasses 

flourishing on ouland (qv) 11 esp. Eragrostis curvula ( soetgras) 11, 18. 

S weet g rass and Eragrostis (ou Jandsgras) are both fetching up 
to SOc and v e ld grass up to 40c. Farmer ' s Weekly 12. 5 . 7 1 

[ Afk. ouland(s) = fallow land+ gras cogn. grass u s u . Eragrotis curvula] 

oulap [ 1a1f,lap] n. 

Coll. 24. A penny: see also ndibli shi 24, 2. 

But it was only during this century that natives flocked into 
Cape Town i n large numbers, whereas the 11 tickey" is the old Cape 
Town slang. Some ... coloured phrasemaker early last ·century fixed 
the penny forever as a n "ou lap" - valueless old rag. Lawrence Green 
Tavern of the Seas 1947 

[ Afk. ~ cogn. old+~ (qv) = rag, clout fr. Du. seaman' s term , coin] 

ouma ['av,ma] n. 

1, 19. Grandmother: a mode of address or r eference to a parent's 

rpother, also, with surname, to an old lady: in combination 19: 1, 

r-"--"grootj i e, g reat grandmother; ~appie 13 'Granny Bonnet' 

s everal species of terrestrial orchids , see ~oederkappie 13: see also 

oupa 1, 19 and quot. at niggie 1, 19. 
I ' d li~e to order 1 m illion gift voucher s to give all the SouthAfrkar_ 

o uma.s , oup.as, moms, dads, swingers and groovers , who've been good boys 
andgnls th1 s year . : . ... E. Province Herald Advt. 5. 12. 74 

... Ouma - , dearly beloved granny of M- and great - granny 
of A-, K- and K- . Rest in Peace. E . Province Herald 8.·5 . 74 

[ Afk. fr . Du. om a (children' s language) grandmother, also~ cogn. 

old+ rna= mother] 

ouman ['~nr, man] n. pl. -ne 

20, 19. •Old man' , old hand: a Nationa l Serviceman 20, 19 who 

has completed six months or more of his - compulsory military training. 

To the oumanne of E Squadron, Tempe, mirvdae and vasbyt 
f rom Dave. RadioS. A. Forces Favourites 1. 4. 72 

[ Afk. ou = old + man] :1.< see also blougat 19, 20, roofie, 19, 20. 

oum a nsbaard [ ' alf,mans'ba..; (r )t] n. 

28. U s n ea florida or U. barbata; see o ld man's bear d 28 . 
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oumeidsnuif(doos) ['a'lt . me::r..t' noel£, d~s] n. 
f-

28. Lycoperdon hyema.le: lit. old coloured womar.'' s ( see mei.5!_19) 

snuff (box)': see dcvil!s Si\_:Jff box 28 . 

oumeidsnuifdoos ... A rounded puffball wh.lch with its d ark 
brown conte nts ... recalls a snuffbox . .. used by •:>ld native women. 
C. A . Smith Common Names of S. Afr. Plants 1966 

[ see signification] 

oupa ['<'>lf,pa] n . 

1, 19. Grandfather: a mode of address or reference to a parent's 

father, also occ. with or without a proper name, .to an elderly 1nan: 

see also~ 1, 19. 

'Come in then, Ou-pa' she said . .. and see the little grandson 
that you have with his round bald head. Pauline Smith The Beadle 
1926, 1929 edit . 

. . . that only other death he had ever known, the death of his 
grandfather three years ago. Oupa Kotze had died in his sleep. 
Uys Kri.ge The Dream and the Desert 1953 

~grootjie 1, 19. Great grandfather. 

His four nearest ·sires on the male side are all preferent bulls. 
In other words, this young bull' s proven records date from beyond his 
oupagrootjie. Farme r' s Weekly 27 . 2. 74 

[ Afk. fr. Du. grootje = grandparent, Du. ~ = g randpa] 

oupa- :;;-/~J-- sy-pyE_ [- Q_"' ~-:s:. \~e..I.'f J 
13. Also 'oupa-pyp- in- die- bek, ~~' the variously known 

' begging-hand' or chid Her schelia, both H . spathulata and H . C.harpent­

ieriana, the long lip of the flower with a small blade at the apex bejng 

held to resemble either an extended hand, or the profile of an oJ.d man's 

pipe. [ Afk. oupa = grandpa, en = and or~= with + .!D'.: = his .EYE 

cogn. pipe; or -~ possessive suff. ; pyp-in- die- bek = pipe-in-the-mouth 

see J:>ek 1 0] 

ous1e [ 1av1 sl] n. 

1, 2. A mode of address to an African girl or woman by whites or other 

Af . b h . . d d h . d . . ~S""-'-f"'~ J.~, 9 r1cans, y w om 1t 1s regar e as s ow1ng a m1ratlonl\ c . ~' 1, 1 . 

One nig ht a per son kno eked on her door whil e she was in bed. 
When she aske d who it was, a vo1ce said 11 0us ie, ousie open the door I 
want to give you something. " Post 7. 12. 69 

-----) [Sotho ausi fr. Afk. ousus, ous ie = elder sister] 

ousus ['a15, soes, -sas, -s.rs] n. 

1. Mode of address to an elder sister or sometimE:s an older woman 

friend. 

1 Drink without food will make you so drunk ... Your h ead would 
swing on a thimbleful: do you think your sister knows nothing about you? 1 

1 N e ve:r. mind', Louw said, ' Go on, ousis. Bring the bottle here. 
Dan Jacobson A Dance in the Sun 1956 

[ Afk. ousus = eldest/ e lder sister] 
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outa [ ' a"ll" ta] r ... 
-- I 

1, 19. A mode of address or reference to an elderly usu. coloured 

or African man, often by children t o an elderly servant as a mark 

of r espect for age: also as a title with usu .. a Christian name: see 

also aia 1, 19 . cf. U.S. UE.e of 'uncle' to an elderly neg ro; a l so 

H. Kong courtesy prefx Ah- with surname e. g . Ah- Chim, Ah-Poon to 

male servants or to amah:; (female). 

When she started imitating Outa Adoons o:: Aia Rosie, they 
would l a ugh (including Outa Adoons and Aia Rosie) till the tears 
came . . . Uys Krige The Dream and the Desert 1953 

[ Afk. ~ cogn. old+ Ngu. ta(t a) (qv) = father pro b. fr. Du. dial. 

tate= father] 

outjie [ 'avki, 'cl] .!!· pl. - s 

19.. Dimin. form of ou (qv) sign. 'little chap' referring to a child, or 

sli ghtly contemptuously to an adult as in ' those outjies up in Johannes­

burg don't know which side their. br ead1 s buttered. ' see quot. at 

moera 10 2.9vb o.}<oo o-K o\\.ll.. · 
' 7 -

... when I reach e d the first pondokkies and the thin dogs , the 
wind turned and brought the s tink from the lake and t ears, and a clear 
memory of two little outjies in khaki broeks . Fugard T h e B lood Knot 
1 968 

[ Afk. ~~ = fellow+ dimin. s uff. -tjie] 

outkraal [ 'avt,kr n~lJ n . pl. - s 

11. A k raal (qv) a t some distance from the homestead or w erf (qv) 11. 

. .. if there be cattle to see to or outkraals to visit 
Schreiner T houghts on S. A. 1891 (192.3 edit.) 

[Eng. out + Afk. kraal {qv)] 

[[ out of town, modifier 

Olive 

2.9, 10. U sed as a modifier of n. e. g. ~visitors, traffic, people 

etc. cf. U .S. downtown as modifier e. g. the downtown area of Chicago . ] 

outspan [ 1alf"t1 spaen] vb trns . andintrns. 

(1) 31, 2.9vb. 26. To unyoke oxen from a wagon or plough or unharness 

other dr aught animals, also to break a journey, now us e d e v e n fig. of 

a break in a journey by car . 

Having outspanned - that. is, unyoked the oxen - the driver 
gave me an iron k e ttl e and told me to follow the oxen because they 
would be s ur e to find the water . Buck Adams Narrative 1884 

The next day w e arrived a t a p lace called Mohaddah, a little 
place of only two or thr ee houses. This was the half-way p lace , and we 
11 outspanned11 here all day. Cape Argus 13. 4. 1878 cit. I.D. du Plessis 

[ translit. Afk. uitspan uit cogn. out + span fr . Du. spannen to hitch 

or put to] 
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outspan, n. p l. - s 

(2) 31, ll.26 .. A.reas form .erly specifically set as:tde for travellers by 

ox wagon to rest and refresh themselves and their animals, now a lso 

used of areas of com.:nonage used for grazing: see quat. at eaten out 11, 

29adj. :-and nagme.al •h. 

. ,,, .. complair.·~s from farmers in the areas of the over-
utili sation and over - .:5razing of these outspans , again a practice that 
is a natural consequence of hiring out veld, 11 the l etter says .... 
The Council has been concerned about the condirion of the outspans 
f o r some time. Mernber s h ave called them remnants of ox-wagon 
days no longer necessary today. Grocott 1 s Mail 3. 10.72 

[pres . fr. Afk. uitspanpl ek (= a place) fr . Du. uytspanplaats] 

{3) A rural servitude: the right of 1outspan. 1 

Outspan, uitspan: the right to allow onc 1 s draught animals to 
rest, graze and water on the land of another. Wille 1 s Principles of 
S . Afr. Law 1945 edit . 

[ fr. Afk. uitspan vb] 

ou-vrou- onder - die-kornbers [ 1ov·,f:r.a1f 'on (d)a (r) dl. ,kombE.a (r) s] n. 

7. Also ou-meid (gv)-onder-die-kombers: a dish similar to Brit. 

t oad-in-the - hole: lit. ' old-woman- urider- the-blanket. ' 

This is the humorous designation given by the Dutch to a dish 
consisting of Carbonatj es ... baked in dough or batter - not unlike 
the English dish known as 11 Toad-in- the-hole 11 • Pettman Africanderism~ 
19 13 

[ Afk. ~. ou = old, vrou'*::: woman (under the) komb~rs = a(ship ' ~ 
blanket] 

Substand. 29prep.Equiv. of about, at. 

The Chief complains over the Goes_ for having, taken their 
baken (or landmark) away. Colonial Office Documents 1827 cit. Theale 

Parents anxious over boy, 16 E . Pro vince Herald 7. 6. 74 

[trans. Afk. ocr = about, oor usu. sign. over ] 

overmas s..? adj. 

29adj. See quat. at mass, metrication, volume 24. 

overseas, n. n. modifier and adv. p . 

10 . In SAE . ~he~~- of Brit. ' abroad 1
; also occ. n. s i gn. t h e 

outside world ( seeAquot. ),[freq. as modifier of n . ,-.-.'interference (4b) , 

an ,....J trip 3 1, ~ visitors 19, ,_.,.,markets 11, 30 . 'S ~ J&.v. I.e 'IJ'.v v.- /1 
... Fuerte avocadoes arrive i n good condition at overseas 

markets if the f ruits are pre-cooled to 4, 5 deg. C . . . . Farmer's 
W eekly 12. 5. 71 

During the week- end we relaxed into the quietude of our peaceful 
existence, untroubled by thoughts of '9ve r seas ' until at six o'clock on 
Monday a Union- Cas tle liner brought to Cape Town the illustrated papers, 
the merchandise and the passengers that formed our link with the 
Mother countries . Norah Henshilwood A Cape Childhood 1972 



[trans. Afk. oorsee,.= abroad, also in 11 0W011 = ~:.:5 was oorsee 
. . f\ · \?\-.1'. 

[equiv. of W. African 1~ bQ.X.""' to 1 (Europe)] ,.,---
owerheid [ ''Vava (r),he::U:] n . 
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4b, 10. The authorities, 'powers that be' - usu. jn a political sense, 

or referring to superiors at work or in buE;iness. cf. Brit. [and U.S.?] 

the (top) bras s . 

I can see the owerheid won' t give me any more staff. I nformant 
Grahamstown 1971 

[ Afk. owerheid::: authority fr . Du. over cogn. over + n. forming suff. 

- heid (qv) ] 
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p 

paapies [ 1po.p1s, 
., 

- z _, .P..!.:.2!.: 
11. See _papies 11. 

paard_e- ~po.:(r)d~] n. prefx 

27d. Horse: found inS . Afr. place names Paardeberg, Paardevlei, 

Paardefontein, PaarrJ.eneiland; also as prefx in plant nar.:1es r--"'i"pis 

(urine) 28 Vepris undulata, white iron wood, and ~ z:.ekte_ (qv) 11 , 

more commonly in Afk. form perd(e)_ (qv) . [ Du. paard = horse] 

Eaardeziekte ['pa,:(r )dCJ 1 zikta, -,sl'k] , n. 

11. Horse sickness Oedem a 1nycosis . 

. . . one of the f ew s ituations in this part of the country where 
horses are not liable to the Paardeziekte (Horse distempe r), whic h 
rages during the summer season, and annually carries off great numbers . 
Burch::! ll Travels I 1822 

Horse- sickness or " paard- ziekte", O:!dema mycosis, is a deadly 
epizootic disease which has been known jn Cape Colony since 1719. I t 
is annually i n evidence in some places . . . It acquire s its f ull force 
about the beginning of February, and disappears for the season on the 
advent of frosty weather. Wallace Farming Industries of the Cape 
Colony 1896 

[ Du. paar<i = hor s e + ziekte = di sease] 

paarl [po.:(r)J,'pe:ral] n . 

27e . Pearl: found inS. Afr . place nam es Paarl , Paarlshoop, Paarlberg, 

Paarl Ro ck and freq. in the narr1es of wines. 

We had a pleasant ride from the F ransche Hoek to a village called 
t h e Paarl or Pearl, from an imm en se bare r ock perche d on the sum.-nit 
of an insulated mountain at the foot of which the village is built. 
James Ewart Journal 1811- 1814 
[ Du. paarl cogn. pearl] 

packhouse ['paek,ha-vs] n. pl. - es 

11, 18 . A p acking shed u s u. on a farm freq. for handling fruit or other 

soft crops, also fleeces etc . 

The Cape Provincial Administration has given perm ission for the 
Bathurst Farmers' Union to turn its disuse d Park Road cit r u s packhouse, 
a ' non- conforming usag e' in a res idential area, into a bulk store. T h e 
old packhouse will be us ed to store general merchandise. Grocott ' s 
M a il 2.2.73 

[ prob. transl it. Afk. p akhui s = packing shed fr. Du. pakhuis = warehouse] 

p ack in, vb trns . 

( I ) Substand. 29vb trans . To pack clothing, books e tc . 

Ther e i s certain X YZ wear you can' t possibly do without . So 
p ack it in. Sunday Times Advt. 1. 9. 74 

[ trans lit . . Afk. inpak = to pack (into some container )] 

(2 ) S lang. 10, 2.9vb fr.eq. among children to ~(laughing) , also 
. ~. b~\- Y8f . 

pack out (lau?hl!]Q~ s1~to Hurst mto sudden l aughter as in 
'We all packed m / ouJ {laug hing ). 1 

[unknown] A /~ 
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pack out , vb trns. 

Substand. 29vb trans. To unpack goods, clothing etc . from containers: 

also in combination ,.J (ing) out parade 20. Army check involving 

each individual's unpacking and spreading 01~t his equipment, clothing 

etc. for inspection. 

I turned around to pack out the night clothes from the suitcases. 
Sunday Times 9. 3. 69 

I have had great diffi culty keeping the shop fully stocked. As 
fast as the staff can pack out goods they are bought up. Albany Mercury 
23. 12. 69 

[ translit. Afk. uitpak = unpack] 

pad [pat] n. n. prefx and suff. 

31. Road: usu. in combination Nasionale Pad, see National Road, 
( qv) 31 . 

wa r--/ ~wagon track, tra1l etc. , r-/ kos (qv) 7, 31. Combinations 

also. in law of servitudes - rights of way: 4b see second quat· •. 

He asked me why I had stopped his Waggon on the Govt Padt. 
Thomas Stubbs Reminiscences 1874-6 

R ights of way include ... foot path voetpad: the right of walking 
across the land of another. Bridle path rijpad: the right of riding on 
horse-back a c ross the land of another .... Trek path, trek pad: the 
right of driving cattle, including large flocks of sheep, across the land 
of another, and also of allowing the stock to graze as they trave l. 
Wille Principles of S . Air. Law 1945 edit. 

[ Afk. fr.. Du. pad cogn. path] 

padda [ 'pada] n. pl. - s and prefx. 

28. Frog, prefx to certain plant names e. g . ~ snuifdoos 28, 

Lycoperdon hyemale, see devil' s snuffbox 28; ~ preekstoel (pulpit) 28 

N"ymphaea capensis, see kaaimansblom 13; ,-.._../ kombers (blanket) 
)( 

green slime 

6 bullfrog. 

on ponds (Spirogyra etc. ). Also in combination brul( r oar) ~ 

[ Afk. fr. Du. pad= toad cogn. Ger. Pad.de] 

padkamper [ 'pat,kamp~ (r)] E:· pl. -s 

19. Derogatory term for a worker(or~hls~amilY)in a national road 

camp (qv ) 4b, 3 1. cf. spoorie 19. 

They look like a lot of ruddy padkampers. 
1974 

Sc~oolboy N. E. Cape 

[ Afk. ~ = road cogn. path + kamper cogn. camper] 

padko s ['pat, k:Ss] n. 

7, 31. Provisions: Lit. 1 road-food': a picnic, sandwiches or other 

snacks fo r consumption on a journey: also figur. 'Take r----/ for your car!' 

Oil Advt: ~ ~o ~'f. ol-~~ 
I was not allowed to depart without a good s upp ly of pat-kos s , and 

other comforts provided by the kindness of the parishioners. Bishop 
Gray Journa l Part II 1851 

... tins of petrol - a part fro1n "padkos" - were essential to a 
feeling of confid ence as a motorist set out on a long journey. Evening 
Post 26. 2 . 7 2 

[ Afk. pad = road cogn. patl!t + kost = food, victuals] 
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pagter_ ['paxta(r)] n. f>l. -s 

Obs. 17, 19, 30. A farmer having the monopoly of .3 elling wine and 

spirits by retail over a certain area or district. 

There were also a town butcher and baker, and a pagter, (pakter) 
or retailer of wine and brandy; who are appointed by licence from the 
landdrost. Burchell Travels II 1824 

[ Du. pachter = farmer Du. E&.!:· pacht cogn. pact (Latin pactus = 

a g reement)] 

_painted lady, n. pl. -ies 

( 1) 13. Any of several species of Gladiolus esp. G. blandus 'the 

vernacular name is in allusion to the markings on the lower segments 

of the flowers' C. A. Smith Common Names of S. Afr. Plants 1966. 

cf. Brit. ~a type of Dianthus or carnation-pink. 

In the Spring arum lilies and o"rchids and delicate gladioli, which 
South Africans called Painted Ladi es , grew wild in the black soil, and 
tiny sunbirds glittered over golden, and rose, and white proteas .. . 
Whiting Spilhaus Doorstep Baby 1969 

[[ (2) A migratory butterfly Vanessa cardui found in the S. W. Cape not 

exclusively S. Air., also Brit. and U.S.]] 

paintstone, n. 

Travellers' term prob. obs. 18, 26. Stone containing powder- pigment much 

commented on by early travellers: see quot. 

Out of the curiosities I send you a speciment of the paint-stone, 
which you may break if you like - you will find within a fine impalpable 
powder which when mixed wi th oil serves all the country people here as 
a paint for their houses, waggons &c. They are found of every possible 
colour except green, and what 'is very extraordina ry they know the colour 
without breaking the stone, tho' on the outside they are all exactly of the 
same tint. The blue is the most rare, and is the Native Prus sian blue .. . 
John Barrow Lette r 4. 6. 1797 

paling [ 1 pal~-9J n. pl. - s , 0. 
12. Eel: any of several of the An~uillidae. 

l anded a moray eel, the "bont paling". They are not con1mon 
in our area and one thi s s ize (one metre) is exceptional. These creatures 
can inflict a nasty bite. Grocott' s Mail 4 . 3 . 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. paling = eel] 

palm iet Cpal1ml't] n . 

{1) 28. Prionu.m palmita, a plant common on river banks which frequ ently 

spreads into and chokes the flow of such watercourses. [The young s hoots 

w ere formerly used as a vegetable and the s tiff, sharp edged l eaves u sed 

for w eaving into straw hats usu . by slaves .at the Cape.] 

Most of the rivers which w e passed in thi s excursion are choked up 
with th e pla nt called Palmiet by the colonists, and from which this one 
derives its name. Some notion of the appearance of these plants, may be 
gained by imagining a v ast number of ananas, or pine- apple plants, without 
fruit, so thickly crowded together as to c o ver the sides and even the middle 
of the stream . • . Burchell Travels I 1822 

(2) 27c. Found i nS . Afr. place names esp. of rivers, Palmiet River(s ), 

Palmi etfontein. 
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- It is s·crange to C•OS erve the barrenness of fanc;r of the Boors in 
giving names to places. In every quarter of t~.1e colony we find Brak 
River, Zwart River .. Palmiet River, Baviaan' s Kloof and so forth . 
Thompson Tra.:yels 3}1 S. A. I 1827· 

[ Afk. fr. Du. oalmiet fr. Sp. or Port. J?almetto] 

J?ampelmoes [ 'pampdl,mus] ~· pl. ~ 

(1) 14. Also pomelc~, pompelmoes. Citrus grandus or shaddock. A citrus 

fruit related to the grapefruit with drier pulp and loos e skin: used 

loosely inS. A. of grapefruit of any variety. 

And there were always dishes piled with fruit on the table - peaches, 
nartjes or tangerines, pears, grapes, pompelmoes or grapefruit, 
spanspek or muskmelon, figs,pomcgranates . . • Mockford Here are 
S. Africans 1944 

.. . and the pampelmoes, which is not unlike the ctirus fruit 
called shadclo ck. Lawrence Green Grow LovelyJ Growing Old 195 1 

[ Afk. pampelmoes fr. Du. pompelmoes prob. fr. Malay pumpulmas, 

later called Shaddock by the English after the captain who first imported 

the seeds] 

(2) 12. Stromateus fiatola an edible marine fish, bluish or purplish in 

colour called also butterfish, Cape L ady (qv), bluefish. 

Pampelmoes .... An Atlantic species ... quite common in 30-80 
fathoms from the Cape to Natal, also sometimes taken from the shore. 
A beautiful fish, flesh delicate and tasty but does not keep well. 
J. L.B. Smith The Sea Fishes of S. A. 1961 · 

[unknown] 

pampoen [ ,pam'pun] n. pl. - s 

(1) 14. Cucurbita pepo, pumpkin . 

. . . they rarely have anything giv e n to them but bread; at some 
of the farmhouses they are even worse off, getting the fourth part of a 
raw pampoon, a sort of pumpkin or bad melon which they carry into the 
fi elds with them when they have cattle to tend, - it must last them for 
the day. Lady Anne Barnard Letter May 1798 

figur. ,.- (ko.J.?. ) 19 . A fool: cf. U.S. punkinhead. I n dimin. form 

~ tiies mumps 16 . 

Fancy that pampoen Whyte- Whyte putting up f or Parliament again. 
Walker Wanton City 1949 

( 2) 27 c . Pumpkin: found in S . Afr, place names Pampoenskraal, 

Pampoenpoort. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. pompoen] 

pan [part.n] 2!: pl. - s 

( 1) 22. A nearly circular depression in which water accumulates cf. 

vJ.ei 22; also Austr. clay pan 'natural hollow of clay soil retaining water 

after rain' and g(h)ilgai. 

It was the year of the big drought, when there was no grass, and 
the water in the pan had dried up. H.C. Bosman Mafeking Road 1947 
1969 edition 
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Most freq. in combination salt~ . 

These salt p~.ns , of which t h ere are a g r eat many in this part of 
th e country, are me . .:ely pool s c£ water, collected i n different parts of 
the arid plains during the rainy or winter months, and which imbibing a 
por tion of the saline matter with which the ground i s st r ongly impregnaterl, 
d eposit duri ng the summer months when the water evaporates, a 
considerable quantity of fine white salt. James Ewart J;:>urna l 1811-1814 

27 a.. \ ( ) (2) ~ Pan, l ake: found inS. Afr. place names Du Toits Pan see quot. , 

Etosha Pan, Soutpansberg, Panbult, Pans drif. 

At some distance on our left, the pan, which gives 
this f amous spot, wc..s seen in the shape of a tiny puddle . 
C ape fo r Diamonds 187 3 

[ Afk. fr . Du. ~=hollow among dunes] 

1panga [ 1p aeryga] n. pl. - s 

its name t o all 
Boyle To the 

20. A l arge broad bladed knife used for heavy cutting of bush, cane etc . 

1\nivcs, daggers and pangas we re found i n rna ny of the more 
tha n .600 derelict cars removed from open spaces, streets and lanes in 
the African townships . Evening Post 30. 9. 72 

. . . a gang of four men armed with pangas ransacked their home 
last week .... They carried the longest pangas I've ever seen and wor e 
r e d head bands. Cape Herald 12. 1. 7 4 

[ e tym . dub. Ngu u ku phanga = rush, rob, gobble up (food), various 

m eanings. Zu. phanga = shoulder blade: 'native n ame in East Afri ca ' 

Webster's Third International Dicti onaEY.J 

2 
_Eanga, n. 

12. Pter ogymnus laniarius, an edible marine fish of the Sparidae, a ls o 

called dikbek(kie) (qv) 12 and 'reds ' 12, a common and abundant fish 

with 'furry lips and flaring canines ' J .L. B . Smith Sea Fishes of S. A . 1961 

Similarly i t is r emarkable that those skilful fishermen the Malays 
only bestowed one fish name of clear Malay o rigin. That is the panga, 
which resembles the "ikan pangirang" (prince ) or silver fish of the East 
Indies . Lawrence Green Grow Lovely Growing Old 1951 

) 
[ Afk. pro b. fr~. Malay ikan = fish pangerang = prince] 

.P.annekoek [ 'pana ,kuk] E:· pl. rp 

7. A rplled pancake usu. sprinkled with sugar and cinnamon, or served 

with le-~on: [ similar to Fr . crepe, b u t l arger and thicker; thinner tha n 

U.S. pancakes which are usu. served flat. ] 

THE O LD AND THE NEW That was the s t ory of t h e B l ood River 
Monument - old and new in transport. Pannekoek and coke. Voortrekker 
dres ses , bonnets and minis mingled at gleamin g car park and laager alike. 
Sund~y Times 19. 12 . 7 1 

[ Afk. fr . Du. pannekoek cogn. pancake] 

pantihose, J?.b.E: 
5. SAE term for Brit. tight s, U . S . ( and e ls ewh ere) panti-stockings. 

There was only one bed in the house so he and Miss- shared it. 
He was naked and she wor e pantihose. He did not touch the girl because 
s he asked him not to . Cape Times 8 . 1. 75 

[ u nknown, poss . rel. archaic ' trunk-hose•] 
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1 
~[pap] n . .. 
7. Porridge, nsu. of mealie meal (qv) in combination krummel ~ {qv}, 

mealie/mielie ~ (qv), stywe ,-......./ {qv) all 7: see abo putu_ 7, 2. 

With typical childlike imitation ail native labourers began to 
find boiled mealies disagreed with them and plumped fo1 the more refined 
11impoopu11 or 11p ap: 1

• Campbell Tait The Durban Story 196 1 

... For the fi :~st three weeks I was lost in Austrr.lia. I terribly 
missed my favourite dish of pap and steak. Post 28 . 2. 71 

[ cogn. Eng. pap = ·: oft, pulpy food { Z';l. mpuphu = fine meal) J 

2~ [pap] a dj. 

Coll. 16, 29adj, 10. Flabby or feeble of persons or substances, 

exhausted; see also verlep, oes 16, J.9adj. 

Snoek is one · of the fish which must never be hung up to dry in 
the moonlight, or it will b ecome pap. Such is the firm belief of fishermen 
and dealers; but I think it is the dew that spoils the snoek r a ther than 
the ·moon. However, pap snoek is something to be avoided. It seems to 
bring out rashes and cause headaches in sorne people . . . Lawrence 
Green S. Af .. r . Beachcomber 1958 

There's another s ide to the problem of African widows trying to 
find work. 11 They1 re too pap, washed-out, burnt-out. They have lost 
all incentive. Life's kicked them so hard they no longer have the 
iniative . .. 11 Evening Post 10. 6. 72 

In combination r-" nat 29adj {wet), soaked, f:Odclen . 

Remember that n i ght the water came up so high? When we woke 
up p ap nat with all our things floating d.own to the bridge. You go t such 
a skri k you ran the wrong way. Fugard Boesma n and Lena 1969 
1973 edit. 

Also ,..-.-' snoek (figur. ) 19, 10 . Softie, coward: .r-" broek {t::rous ers ) 

{qv). 

[ Afk. fr . Cape Du . .P2J2 = weak, soft] 

papad, n. 

7, 25 . Se e Indian terms 25. 

papbroek ['pa(p),brli.k] n. pl. - s 

Coll. 19, 10. A coward. 

Boys will be boys, and none liked to be called "pap- broek11 or 
nincompoop, so there was soon a lot of money and 11Good.:..For 11 in the 
pool. . . Prance Tante Reb ella' s Saga 193 7 

He's such a h e lluva papbroe k no one wants him in the house team. 
Child, 12, 197 3 . 

2 
[ Afk. fr. Du. .P2E. {qv) = flabby +brock= pants] 

papaw [ 'po,po] n . pl. - s 

14. Freq. Eaw-paw, the subtropical fruit of the tree Carica papaya usu. 

known e l sewhere as papaya. [ r- used in U .S. for both tree and fruit 
J ' 

of Asmina triloba the N . American ~] J am E pa a nd nun" ous r ~ • • p w a .• er 

compounds. 
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The breakfast pc-.paw had been grown in 3. nearl,y garden. This 
fruit is like a cross between a melon o.nd a marrow, a.nd i s eaten all 
over the Union with sugar and a slice of lemon.. H. V. Morton In Search 
of S. A. 1948 

Howeve r, the cooler conditions at this time have led to the 
development of many small 1 cocktail' : papaws, or papayas as the 
Americans call this fruit. Farmer's Weekly 18. 4. 7 3 

[ fr. Sp. and Fort. 12a~Y.£• papaya] 

.J2E2ies ['pop'ts, -z} ~· 
(1) 11, 21. Bots: the maggots of the gadfly Aestrus (or Gastrophilus~ 

egui harboured for 10-12 months in the digestive tract of horses hom 

their ingestion of newly hatched eggs irritating the skin. 

(2) 27c or d. Found in place name Papiesvlei poss. referring to (3} 

papies. 

(3) 28. Typha australis and T. capensis or paapkuil. 

. ~kuil: Sometimes contracted into PAPIES because it wa s 
believe d that horses develop e d 11papies11 (bots) when grazing in vleis o r 
marshy places were the plants grow. C. A . Smith Common Names of 
S. Afr. Plant~- 1966 

[ Afk. fr. Du. paapje = cocoon +pl. suf£. ] 

p~r.affin, n. 

33. Poss. reg. E. Cape: Insignificant rain, insufficient to benefit crops 

and which serves simply to burn youn g seedlings when the sun comes out. 

A. Had any rain? 
B. Nothing but paraffin for the last six months. 

Info rmants Grahamstown and E. London farmers 1973 

[ Afk. paraffien pre sum. fr. volatile nature of paraffin oil (kerosene)] 

parmantig [ 1par 1manh:x] adj 1~..:.. 
Coll. 29adj, 16. Cheeky, impudent • 

. • • we have n o n eed for active persecution, beyond making an 
example, now and then, of an "impudent'' (perma ntig) non- European who 
do es not remain "in his place. 11 Hoernle ·s. Afr. Native Policy a.nd the 
Liberal Spirit 1939 

Willem: 'Magtlg! You spoke ' permantig' like tha t to Mr. 
Mountj oy? Guy Butler Take Root or Die 1970 

[ Afk. fr. Du. parmantig = proud, a rrogant, con ceited] 

.P.§:rticles, omission of 

29. See omissions 29. 

p arty, n. pl. - 1es 

(1) 26. Term used to des i gnate a g roup of B riti sh Settlers of 1820 of 

indefinit e number, officia lly placed under a hea d or leader (qv} and 

assigned to a particular location (qv} 17 , 26 . 

Mr. Sephton has not l eft the Party, he is removed from being 
h ead of the party and has not been allowed to draw th e ra tions for the 
p ar t y for some time. .. James Hancock Notebook June 1820 
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... portion of th·~ Location of the Salem P2.~ty {sub-division No.6) 
and Portion 23 of Salem Commonage, all situate in t h'~ Division of 
Albany. Gro cott' s Mail Advt. 24. 4. 71 

(2} 27e. F .ound occ. in the E. Cape in place names of former locations 

of settler rJ ies, e. g. Deal Party, James's Party, Nottingharn Party. 

At the distance of four miles, is a village called Eben Ezer and 
sometirr. es James r s Party:- The greater part of this location lies upon 
an elevated ridge of limestone formation. Cape of Good Hope Almanac 
for 1843 

[ Official term] 

~brief ['pas, br'lf] n. 

Obs. Hist. 17 . A document carried by any slave or other servant at 

the Cape indicating his master's identity and willingness to his being 

abroad: also a pass for permitting a Hottentot to move from one area 

to another. 

1st Jan 1811 E very slave or even Hottentot, who is found at a 
distanc e f ron1 hon1 e, without a p a sbrie£, or passpo r t, sig ned by his 
master or so1n e r espons ible person, i s liable to be taken into c u stody 
as a runaway or vag abond; a nd this prec aution alon e is a powerful 
check to keep a slave from absconding. B urchell Travels I 18 22 

[ Du. ~ = pass + brief = letter] 

pas OR. [ 'pas ,op] vb phr. interj. 

9, 29vb. Warning int e rjection sign. 'be careful', 'watch out', also 

o'ppas (qv). 

11 Burghers, burgher s !" she screamed. "Pas op! Look out! 
The Tswana are coming up the hill! 11 P e rceva 1 Gibbon S. A . Stories 
1969 

[Afk. fr. Du . .2J?pas s en =to be on guard] 

pas s, n. pl. -es 

(1) 4b. Also pa s sbook now known as referenc e book (qv) and in [A. E.] 

'book-pass 1 , dombo e~ (qv) and dompas (qv}, an identity document 

carried by all Africans with details of employment and other personal 

data: see also pa s brief 17, and quots . at referenc e book and aid centre 4b. 

The Chief asked the Government to reconsider the whole que s tion 
of pas s es. He pointed out that any policeman, no matter how junior, 
could 11humilia te m e by demanding thi s thing from m e at any tim e . 11 

Cap e T imes 18 . l. 7 3 

Freq. in c o m bina t ion /"'-/law (s y s t em ) (offen ces ) (a r rests ) e t c. all 4 b. 

. . • . n o w adays a n offe nde r i s l ess like l y to b e a uto m ati cally jaile d 
for a p ass -la w t r a n sgressi on o r other m ino r infracti on- p a rtly because 
of the wo r k of a s tring of g o ve r n m en t " aid centr es " tha t have b een 
e s t abli s h e d t o h e l p_·.b lack s .. cope wi t h the law. Time 15 . 10.73 

T h e l as t r eso lutio n u rge d tha t th e R e publican G ove rnment 11 t o 
repeal pass law s and i nflux cont rol reg ul a tions , to en ab l e th e B lack 
p e ople t o sell t h e i r l abour wherever r equir e d. 11 E . P rovince H e r a l d 
2.11.72 

Also rJ b urnin g 2 , the burning of p a sses as a g e s tur e o f d efi a n ce. 
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(2) Hist. Obs. 26. A written document usu. ±rom the h ead or leader of 

a settler party carr: ed by any settler employed by him when oif his 

location (qv) . 

To be obliged to procure a "pass", in order to go merely from 
the location to Grnham 1 s Town, without incurring the rid' of getting a 
night's lodging in the "tronlc" on arriving there, and e ve.1 when applying 
for one, to be flouted by petty official insolence, which had been fostered 
by the passiveness d slaves and Hottentots . .. chafed the minds of 
Englishment in a manner that soon gave a pledge of the downfall of the 
system. H. H. Du5more Remi_niscences of an Albanv Settler 1870 
pub. 187 1 

~ssenger (Indian), n. pl. -s 

25, 19. Ari"Indian (qv) of the merchant class , often a Muslim, who came 

to S. A. not as an indentured labourer but independently: see Arab 19, 

25; Bombay merchant 19, 25 . 

The Gujeratis who alighted as "free" or "passenger'' Indians, were 
on a h igher economic rung . . . Foreword to Indian Delights edit. 
Z. Mayat 1961 

Free, or p assenger Indians as they came to be called, followe d 
in the wake of the indentured to Natal, but White colonists became 
alarmed by the competition offered by these merchants .... By 1913 
Indian immigration was generally prohibited by law. Fatima Meer 
Portrait of Indian South Africans 1969 

pastei [ ,pas ' te:r.] n . pl. -s 

7. A pie, usu. of meat or chicken: 1.n combination vlei s (m~at) ~~, 
hoende r(chic~en) ~ h,, [ skilpa dr-t (water tortoise)]]. 

In the kitchen the elaborate preparation of curries , frikkadels, 
and pasteis had occupied the attention of a troop of slave girls . . . The 
schild~astei in a large, round blue and white dish was so clearly 
the pride of mevrouw' s heart . . . Fair bridge That Which Hath Been 19 13 

Do you like roast beef and Yorkshir e pudding? Or turkey and 
cranberry sauce? Or hoenderpastei and geelrys? E. Province Herald 
15.11.72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. pastei = pastry, pie cogn. pasty J 

pastorie [pastu'!{] 
I 

n. pl. -s 

4a, 18. The parsonage or manse of a Dutch R efo rmed Church minister, 

the dominee 19, 4a or predikant 19, 4a. 

On the s to ep of his pastorie s at the minist e r, Henricus Bek, 
watching Dorp Straat come to life again after its midday sleep b ehind 
closely shuttered windows . Fairbridge That Which Hath Been 1913 

Eventually, on the Methodists acquiring l and els ewh ere, the 
house was granted to the Dutch Reformed Church as a ' pastorie', which 
function it served until well into the present century. L ew cock C 19 
Architecture in S. A. 1963 - -
------~~~~~~---- . 

[ Afk. fr. Du. pasto r i e = parsonage fr . Lat. pas tor s h epher d, hence 

prie st] 
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14. Swee.t potato: the tuberous root of Ipomcea batatas of the 
)( 
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C onv olvulac eae: similar t (.' the yam. N. ·z. kumara, sweet potato (Maori). 

Sweet potatoes are reverenced in the platteland to a degree unknown 
in the towns . For centuri es the "patat'' has ripened in patches of dark green 
vegetation towards the end of June . ... Three varieties are grown in the 
Western Province. Largest of a ll is the "white" which runs up to nearly 
thirty pounds. The Port N :ltal patat issmaller, andhq.s a more subtle flavour. 
Very sweet and yellow is the bor r ie patat. Lawrence Green; Land of 
Afternoon 1949 * 
in combination ~sal£ 16, one of the Dutch Medicines (qv) 16 used for 

the treatment of vel<!...§.~ (qv) 16. 

[Afk. fr. Span. batat;, (s )] >:< See quot. at pocket 24. 

-c- t~-Yk-"f~ 
.Eaw- paw ['po,po] n. pl.· -s 

14. Carica papaya, alternative to p apaw (qv) 14. 

Reach brandy, n. 

8. Home-distilled spirit made from fermented peaches : see also mampoer 8. 

Wh at fetched us all to Abjaterskop in the end was our knowledg e that 
Will e m Prinsloo made the best peach brandy in the distri c t. H . C. Bosman 
M afeking Road 1947 1969 edit. 

Beside the canal an old man fed logs i nto the oven of a home-made 
p each- brandy distilling plant. A young boy scooped fermenting peaches 
into a bucket from a large cow-hide container s u spended from four stout 
poles. Peter Becker Sandy Tracks to the Kraals 1956 

~ch leather, n . 

7. See ~rskesmeer 7. 

t But didn't he say anything else about the peach leather?., . . . I.. He bit 
off a p1ece, chewed it, and said: ' 'Peach leather? ... Well, its well named, 
for sure. 11 ) Guy Butler Take R~ot or Die 1970 

p each-pip floorz n . phr. pl. - s 

18. Also ~rskepitvloer 18. A floor of peach pips embedded in clay still 

occ. found in the Cape. 

Fruit p ips provide floors in the Cape, though th e mixture of ant-hill 
clay and cow-dung is far rnore common. Nevertheless , the peach-pip floor 
is still to be found on son1e farm s . It takes thou sands of pips to cover even 
a rondavel floor, and the surface is liable to be slippery. Such floors are 
burnishe d with ox- blood, and are relics of more leisurely days. The work 
involved is a strong deterrent. Lawrence Green Land of Afternoon 1949 

[trans. Afk. perskepitvloer] 

E.· or p seudo prn. _P.eanutsz 

Coll. 24. n . o r n. sub stitute sign. ' little or nothing' usu. a ppli e d to 

remuneration, see quot. or importance)as i n 'lt means peanuts to me. ' ~\so iJ.~~ 
. .. artists, . .. have to be treated decently . . . Pay them peanuts and 

you will get them staggering in hours after th e show was t o h ave s t arted. 
Drum 8. 7 . 74 
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One builder . .. estim.:ttcs that to safeguard the ent .. tre town's 
decayed Settler houses woul C:. cost no more than R30, COO 11 and this is peanuts in 
today' s money market11 he aC:.ded . The Star 30. 9. 74 

[unknow n] 

P.ea1·, n. 

18. Also. peer: any of seve:ral native timber trees so named on account of 

som z resemblance to t h e pear t ree or its tin1ber - usu. in combinations 

h a:r d ~ _, also rooibessie (qv) 32; red~ , whiter;:;:_, e tc.: see quot. 

at sdfraa.n 18, 32. 

Other Cape woods used in old furniture, but seldom met with or 
recognized ·were olive wood, witte e ls, rooi els, camphor wood and pearwood. 
Gordon- Brown S.Afr. Heritage 1965 

... peer ['p:t.v(r)] n.pref~ 

18. See pea:r 18. Combinations hard(e) r'-" , rooi ~ , wit ~, wilde ,.,.-J • 

[ Afk. fr. ·Du. cogn. pear] 

peetsho ['pit} 5] !!• 

2. See pitso 2, also indaba 2. 

pekel-

7' 18. 

[ Afk. 

[ 'p:z: aka 1] .!!.!..P.r efx 

Pickl e: prefx as in 

fr. Du. c o g n. pickle] 

pekel aar [ 'p.t.aka ,lo..:r] n . 

~ balie 18 pickle jar, vat; /"'.../ aar (q v) 7. 

7. Salted fish, fish pickled in brine: usu. i n combinati on snoek r---/ .., 
I • 

Snoek Pekclaar. Have the snoek cut into rnootj es . .. Miss Hewitt' s 
Cookery Book 1890 

" S n oek pekelaar is t h e n ame we give to f illets of snoek slightly salted 
and sundri ed." Hilda's Di ary of a Cape Housekeeper 1902 cit Pettman 

[ Afk. fr . Du. p ekelh aring = pickled herring] 

pelile [,pe'lile] 

Coli. 10, 2. Finished, cleat b eat: as in 1l've w orked on th e thing until I'm 

jus t about pelile.' 

. . . as nothi ng compared with their ancient African wisdom. " Ngipelile 
(I am finished ..• ) 11 Uys Krige The Dream and the Desert {Death of the 
Zulu) 195 3 

[ Ngu. (ndi / ngi )phelile = (I am) f i nished: qualificat ive form fr. u kuphel a = t o 

finish] 

~pie ['pelt] n . pl. -· s 

Slang 1, 19. Pal: mode of address or referenc e to a fri end, esp ou ~, or 
/'V" blue: see quot.: see also chommie / tjomrnie 19 . 

. . . along with four. other ou s .... They all pally blues . ... travelling 
around the world together in an old clapped out Kombi... Darli ng 9 . 10. 74 

[pre sum. fr . Eng .. P.~J~~""'"Q~'> ~ C>"'-~\.2..\-:>\~~o~ \,~~....._ ... \'-a~ \1. · 1. · 7-s 
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penny,:,: whi stle, 2~ pl. - s 

15 , 2. The leading insf::rument in kwela (qv } 15, ?. m u sic . 

. . . only this one or an L .P. of kwela, and I felt a whole L.P. 
of nothing but penny whistle might be tedious . Letter P . E. Informant 
1963 

A penny whistle wailed a wistful, halting meloday. 
Penny- whistle pe.op:!.c, Richard was thinking, fluting and strumming 

i n the dark - no matter what happens - . . . Kate l'hompson 
Richard's Way 1965 

1\ "'"k"' o/ J pens- en- pootiics Lpe:ns It ,pu1 1s, - c1s n. 

7. A stewed dish of tripe and trotters made usu. of 1nutton: see also 

quot. a t kop- en- pootjies 7 . 

Kop en pootji·es ( sheep's head a nd trotters) and pens en p ootjies 
( tripe and trotters) a re two more traditional dish es of the Cape which 
may be classified as stews - but what stews ! Farmer's Weekly 25 . 4. 73 

[ Afk. fr. Du. pen~= belly+-~= and+ poot = ani mal 's hoof or foot + 

dimin. suff. + pl -jies] 

peperboom [ ' ptapd(r ), b1fam] n . 

32. See ~pper tree 32 . 

peperkorrels [ ' plapa (r }, korals , - z] ..I.?.!..:...£: 

16. •Pepper corn s ': see_p_eppercorn h air 16, korr e lkop 16, 19. 

The old Bantu woman cove red the peperkorrels on her h ead w ith 
a scar£. Transvaal informant 1970 

[Aile fr. Du. pe12er cogn. pepper + korrels = g r anules] 

peppercorn hair, n 

16. Also pepperco r ns, peperkorrels : sparse tufts of tightly curled, 

woolly hair, c h aracteristic of the Hottentots and Bushmen: see also 

korrelkop 19, 16. 

T h ese yellow skinned people, small of stature, their round heads 
dotted with "pepper- corns" of wool, ugly in feature, active and agile as 
monkeys, skipping and strutting about to the tune, l eaping, clapping thei r 
velt- s chooned feet in the air . . . D e Kock The Fun They Had 195 5 

As a very s mall boy I was shown over the mine compounds, and 
l earnt to i dentify a Bushman by hi s wizened face and patches of peppercorn 
hair. Lawrence Green These Wonders to Behold 1959 

pepper tree, n. pl. - s 

32. Also peperboom and kar(r )oQ.A~Vilg/willow 32: Schinus molle ,an 

exceptionally h ardy everg reen tree cultivated for s h ade in the Kar( r)oo: [it ~. 

d rooping clusters of red fruits hav e a pungent taste hence ' p epper ' , and its 

poEen is said to be a cause of h ay fever : a ' characteristically ' S . Af r . tre e .] 

T h ose which mo s t attract th e attention are, the red pepper tree, the 
castor oil shrub, the silver tr ee . Percival Account of t h e Cape of Good 
H212.~ 1804 

At last h e re ' s a lo cal film that looks and smells like the Africa we 
know. You almost get an aromatic whiff of pepper tr ees , r e d dust, burnt 
wood, manure, kraal, coffee pots and cow- dung floors . . . Sunday Times 
4. 7. 71 

[ fr. t as t e of fruit s ] 



351 

perlemoen [ ·r .. ..::;:i:la,m"Jn: 1 pta(r}-, 'p1 -] n. pi. ~ 

12 . Also kliQkous (g_v} i.2: any of several species of edible Hali~tis or 

Venus ear with a bea;.<tiful pearly she.ll. U.S . abalone: s e e quot. at 

klipkous 12. 

Miss Duckitt knew all about the perlemoen o r klipkous , largest 
and most beautiful of Cape shellfish. The flesh is so tou~h at first that 
some people put it through a mincer; but she pr eferred tc· boil it with 
wood ash, then beat it with a mallet . Lawrenc e Green Tavern of the 
Seas 1947 

The per1cmoen were b eing canned and sent to the East to restore 
the failing virility of -:vealthy orientals. Ibid S. Afr . Beach Comber 1958 

[ etym. dub. prob . fr . Afk. fr . Du. perlemoer = mother of pead] 

perde- [pta(r)da-, pe:(r)-] n.prefx 

28. Horse: prefixed. to numerous plant/ names usu. sign. the associ a t ion 

of a particular plant w ith horses, e . g . ~.gras 28 several varieties of 

Aristida ciliata - hay and pasture grasses ; ~ pisbos /boom 28, 32 

Clausena anisata; '"'- vy, see Hottentot Fig 14; ............_..pram Fagara 

~ensis, see knobwood 32, so called from the likeness of the protuberar.ces 

t o a mare's teat, etc . [ Afk.. f r. Du . .1? aard = horse] 

~kepitvloer ['pta(r)skapit,flu:r, pe:J n:. 

18. See peach pip floor 18. 

_pers~esmeer [ 'pt:a (r )ska, smt a (r }, pe:-] n. 

7 . A thin layer of pounded peaches , dried in the sun and rolled: also 

smeerperske 7, peach l eather 7 , occ. also tammeletjie roll 7 . 

. . . and hard and flavourless peach which was pulped after cocking, 
dried, sprinkled with sugar and rolled to for:rn the sweetmeat known as 
perskesmeer . Lawrence Green Full Many a Glorious Morning 1968 

[ Afk. fr Du. pe1:~k~ = peach + smeer = spread] 

P e rmanent Forc e 2 n . prop . 

20, 4b. SeeP. F. 20, 4b . 

. . . l ast week a unit of the Permanent Force killed and wounded a 
number of terrorists . One member of the SA Permanent Force, -·-

lo s t his life. E. Province Heraldx? . 7. 74 

person, a psetido- prn. 

Sub stand. 29 trans . 

( 1) Equiv. of Eng. ~indefinite prn. for which 'you' i s freq. s ubst. 1n 

both Brit. and SAE: see quot. at mos 10. 

"Come Boetie, don't be offended" "But you make a foo l of a 
person . . . 11 R. Y. Storr:nber g Mrs H e t c r de Bruyn 1920 

There is also sever e s earring to his leg which is now an ugly sight 
and offends a person' s aesthetic sensibilitiea . (Quoted from a judgement) 
Dail y Dispatch 20. 8 . 69 
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( 2 } Equi v. of somconc.L somebody the 3rd person indefinite prn. see 

quot. at makgoda 2. 

When you're ha :;ding a person a gun take care not to point it. 
Informant George CF 1972 

[trans. Afk. __:~~ fr . Du. een mensch::: one, someone] 

Per~_yian; n. pl. - s 

19. An Eastern European .Jewish immigrant to S.A. : as used by S.Afr. 

Jews sign. E . European Jews retaining their fore1.gn accents, customs 

and characteristic eating habits: also used loosely by anti-Semitic 

persons sign. anyone Jev.,rish. 

Among Dutch- speaking Afrikaners Meninsky was usually known 
as 'the Peruvian' - by heaven knows what confusion of ideas, for he 
had come to South Africa from Poland by way of Whitechapel. Every 
farmer and fcu·mer's wife on that part of the high-veld knew 'the 
Peruvian' and welcomed him. Brett Young Ci!_y of Gold 1940 

In Kimberley during the early days, there was an organisation 
calling itself the Polish and Russian Union, which had its own Club. 
This became shortened into "PERU", and as many members were of the 
type referred to [ less educated Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe::], 
the expression of 'Peruvian' originated. M . Sonnenberg 1957 cit E. 
Rosenthal 

[pro b. fr. acronym P. R. U. [pa 1 ru] Polish Russian Union] 

peuloog epl'oel~ax] n. pl. '/J 

12. See dikoog 12. 

P. F. ['pi, ef] n. prop. 

20, 4b. Permanent Force, or one of its members: the S. Afr. standing 

army formerly U.D.F. (qv) 20 . [acronym Permanent Force] 

piccanin ['PIka , n1 n] n. pl. - s 

19. Usu. a small African child: not exclusively SAE (also Austr. 

aboriginal child) but used esp. in [A. E . ], see quot. and in compound 

,..._.., ny kia 18, ( see P. K. l8)and i n derived form pik or pikk~e 19. 

Picannin I am so short that my friends call me picannin and I 
don't like this. Please t ell me what I must do to grow taller. I am 19 
and only 4 ft . tall. Drum 22 . 3. 74 

[fr. Port. pegueno = small + - ino dimin. suff.] 

pickled fish, n. 

7. Traditional Cape dish: fish prepared with onions in a vinegar sauce 
flavoured with curry powder, barrie (qv) 7 and other spices: obtainab1P 
cp:rpmercially in tins; d. pekelaar 7 in whi ch brine or dry salt is used for 
p1ckle. 

Pickle d Fish. For this old Cape favourite choose any firm fish 
such as snock, Cape Salmon, Kabeljou, a lbacore e t c. Hilda Gerber 
Cape Cooker_y 1950 

[ Afk. fr . Du . ingel egde = preserved + visch cogn. fish] 
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pick out, vb pin . 

Sub stand. 29vb, 10. Reprin1and, scold, not equi v. of 'select' vb trns. ; 

cf . to pic!< on someone: also U.S. bawl out, Austr. gtve curry, .£!?_ 

crook at. 

My husband was always picking me out about my English and 
it made n1e so self~conscious. English speaking informant Grahamstown 
1974 

[pass. fr. Afk. uitskel = abuse, call names, skel cogn .. scold] 

pick~ (weight ), vb phr: 

Sub stand. 29vb Trans. To ga1n or put on weight. 

I' ve picked up a lot of weight since my operation. 
Informant 35,- 1971 

[ etyrn. dub. sub stand. Afk. gewig op_.Ael, lit 'pick up weight', poss 

fr. SAE] 

pickup van, 11. pl. - s 

4b . Also kwela kwela(qv) 4b Z:a police van, 'Black Maria'. 

There comes the big van ... 
They call it the pick-up van 
Where' s your pass? 

Walker I<affirs are Lively 1948 

Sergeant Van Rooyen of the Marabastad Police Station lifted a 
hand and ordered him to accompar~y him to an awaiting pick-up van. 
Dikobe The Marabi Danc e 1970 

piesangblom [ 1 pis a:}, blom] n. 

13. Strelitzia regina e, also S. alba, lit. 'banana flower' so called 
ancl its flower: 

because of the resemblance of the plant to the banana ~see crane 

flo'\.~Jer 13. [ Afk. J?icsa!};g_fr . Malay pisang = banana + blom cogn. 

bloo1!1 .!!·] 

piet-my-vrou [
1
p1t,me.I ' fra1f] n. pl. - s 

3. The migratory red chested cuckoo Cuculus (Nato coccyx) solitarius : 

its noisy and distinctive call is heralded, as is that of the cuckoo in 

Europe, as the first sign of summer: it i s found inS. A. fr. October 

t o March. 

the most reliable weather forecaster known to man - the piet­
my-vrou or red- chested cu ckoo. . .. Th e piet-my- vrou (Cuculus 
solitarious) is the nearest relative of the European cuckoo to reach 
this corner of the African continent. His repetitious call, which gives 
him his name, is one of the most typical sounds of Africa The female 
is rarely heard. Cape Argus 16. 9. 72 

[ onomat. fr . bird' s call] 
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.E!gJ.i!.Yz n. p 1. - s ( or ) 
1 3. Also varklelie/blorn 13: ------·-- (\ 

the arum lily z~\!ltedeschia aethiopica_ 

( Richardia africana) which grows in large numbers in damp situations 

such as vlei g .round (qv) 11, [the rhizomes are said to be much rooted 

up and enjoyed by pig E .• ] 

They always laugh at my enthusiastic love of flowers, and 
especially smile at my passion for the 'arum' which grows in all the 
ditches under the title of pig-lily and reaches an enormous size. 
Life at the Cape • by a Lady 1870 1963 edit. 

..Eig£_ose grunter, n. pl. (/J 

12. Par:rellu_!?.__l~thognathus, the white steenbras {qv} 12: 

see quot. cf. Jam . E. sow mouth (fish) 

the white steenbras. In the Eastern Cape between the 
Sundays River and the Keiskama, this fish is frequently called the 
pignose grunter. The 11 pignose11 part is descriptive of the elongated 
head and the thick rubbery lips resembling a pig's snout, but why the 
11 grunter''? The steenbras dces not grunt as does the spotted grunter 
Grocott' s Mail 16. 8. 72 

pik(kie),,., .£· pl. - s ~ r £\<.'C1 

( 1) 19. Mode of reference to a child: often used among .. · children to or 

of each other as a mark of contempt - as in 1I don't want to play with 

X - she's only a pik. 1 

Magtig! But he's grown, eh, Kleinhansie? Last time I saw 
you, you were just a little pikkie, so high! Meiring Candle in the 
Wind 1959 

[[ {2) 7. The smallest available package (a stiffened paper cornet) of 

condensed mill<. 

The new kind of 'sweet'. A new pack of delicious Con densed 
Milk. You squeeze a Pikkie and then suck it. Ask Mum to _pack some 
Pikkies in your lunch box. Sunday Times Advt. 11. 4. 71 ]J 

[ Afk. E.ikkie = bantam, little chap poss. fr. J?icar_:nin fr. Port. pequeno = 
small or fr. Du . .Pi_ek = chicken later small child] 

pik [p:r.k] .£· and vb trns. 

Coll. among children, 15. The pointed metal end or spike of a child ' s 

top. 

Oral Informant aged 12. My top's pik' s come out, now it won't 

spin. 

A s y]2. to knock a n other top over with a throw of one's own. 

[ Afk. ~= peck, bite, as !l· pick, s harpened tool] 

pincushion, n . pl. - s 

13. Any of several colourful varieties of the Prot eaceae which are 

so called fr orn their· h aving long stamens which look like pins stuck in 

a l i ttl e cushion. 

The whole protea family thrives here, including the delicate 
1 blushing bride' and the gay pin- cushion prot eas . Evening Post 5 . 6. 71 
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pinkie rp~ :tki] n. f.L - s 

16. The little finger, not exclusively SAE (pinky). 

Heavens! Lock at this one! X- Ray left pinkie. Informant 
X-Ray Department, Settlers' Hospital, Grahamstown 

[ Afk. fr. Du. pink - little finger + dimin. suf£.] 

:einotag e ['p'fn~~a;,. -ne-] n. prop . tk c,.JJ-,V6JV ~C"'~ 
(1) 14. A red"grape developed in S.A/a cross '0etween the Pinot nair 

and Hermitage varieties. 
---? . 

(2} 8. A dry red table w1nc made from r-./ grapes: on labels usu. 

preceded by the estate name: also used occ. of dark wine red colour 

for motor cars etc. 
-? [ 'portmanteau' word _Einot + hermi~~~J 

piogt.£!• "_g. pl. -s [,rt 1 :Sx't: ~~ ... )J 
21. Erron. form of (h}oogpi s te r (qv) 21:. s e e quat. at oo g pis ter 21. 

pirate _t;_~xi, n . pl. -s 

31. An unlicens ed usu. African or India n owned taxi plying f or hire 

illegally : common in large cities. [[pass. d. Hong . K. p a k - p ai-] 

I bought a Chev for R 700 and went into the pirate taxi 
busine s s in Leopold Street, Durban. "At that t im e the Crimson· 
League w a s operating and time and time again I had to fight for my 
p a sseng er s . B ut b u s ines s was good, and soon I bought a deSot o and 
hired a drive r" . . . Drum 22. 7. 74 

[ prob. fr. idea of 'piracy' of trade or customers from leg ally op erate d 

vehicle s ] 

.Rit [p~t] n, pl. - s [ vb trns. ] 

14, 7. Pip or stone of fruit or vegetable : occ. a vb sig n . stone , 

equiv. of 'remove stones '. In combination denne (gv) ,-.......-s 14, 'pignoli 1 

or pine nuts . 

Why Pit, not P ip? ... I would like to ask Mr . --why he 
consi s tently use s the word 'pit' throughout hi s short story... 'The 
Loquat Tree ' when the word he obviously means is 'pip' . . .. [ 1 Pit, ' 
according to the English dictiona r y , is a 'frui t stone, 1 it is a lso the 
Afrikaa ns word for ' pip, ' This was a South African short story a nd the 
':_l- S e of th e word ' pit ' l e nt a n add ed So uth A f r ican flavour to it.] (E dito r ) 
Argu s 13. 12 . 6 9 

[ A fk . .Pi; = pip (pip ) s tone (of fr u it)] 

pi ts o [ 'p'ftso] ~· 

2 . A Soth o t r iba l conferen ce gathe ring in the k gotla (qv) 2, d. inda b a 

(qv ) 2 : see a l so l el<:gotla a nd m a lgotl a 2 . 

A l arge P i tso was h e l d o n M onday by the p aramoun t ch ief Let s i e 
at M a t s i eng . . . E . P r o vince Heral d 12 . 4 . 1906 

• . . the Chief had s u mmon ed the men of the clan to the Kho tla a nd 
op e n e d the p itso b y telling those assembl e d that the season h a d been 
poo r , th e crop s bad, t h e cattle inferti l e Anthony F ulton :£h e Dark 
Side of Me~ 19 68 

[ Sotho p i tso :::: c onfe r ence] 
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P.K. ['pi, kel.] ;1.. pl. ·- s 

18. Pi.cannin(y) kia: us·.\. an outdoor earth closet b'~t l oosely used 

of a water closet also: see kleinhuisie 18: c£. Brit. 'the smallest room. 1 

Austr. Eunny , outhouse. 

Please don't tear my precious PK dow·n, Th~re' s not another 
like it in a village or a towr.. Song Des Lindberg from Folk on Trek_ 
(date unknown) 

. .. the old brick anci corrugated-iron roofed h ouses and such 
romantic survivals as the 11 piccanin kias" rolled back the years. (I a1n 
not suggesti ng that many 11 piccanin kias 11 arc still in u se but they are there 
like h i storic monuments in suburban gardens. Lawrence Gr een Full 
Many a Glorious Morning 1968 

[acronym as abov e, kia fr . Ngu. khava = house, home] 

-plaas- [ - p lo..:s] .£· prefx and suff. 

19. Farm: usu. in combinations r--" ja.p ie (qv) 19, r---- seun 19, a 

countr y boy, not in a derogatory sense; ,~oer 19, Afrikaans speaking 

farmer, leeningsplaa(t)s 17, see loan farm 17~ cf. Austr. selection. 

I don't want to change the running of thi s country because I ' m no 
blerry politician, but just a plain plaas b oer . . . Drum 8. 4. 74 

27e. Place, fa r m: fnund inS. Afr. place n ames Veeplaas , Mondplaas, 

Boplaas. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. boeren plaats = farm] 

.El:§.asjap~~ [ ' plct. s , j Q..,p!] n. pl. - s 

19. See~ 19, i.E-E.ie 19, a ls o ~velder 19. usu. derogat o ry u n like 

pla.asseun (see plaas): cf. U .S . h ick, h ayseed, e t c. 

plaats [plc:L(t)s] pl. plaatzen 

Hi st. largely obs . 17 . Place, farm. S ee place 17, 11. Found in 

combination le e ning /""'-/ 17, 11; bewaar r-"' (qv) 30 or i n place names 

2 7a e. g . Boomplaats , Waaiplaats. 

H e possessed eleven plaatzen, or farm proper ties 
cit. Pringle 1822-3 C. of G. H. Almanac for 1843 

[ Du. plaats = property, estate , cogn. p l ace] 

placaa t [pla 1ko.. t] n. pl. -en, (- s ) 

Hist. 17. An edict or proclamation set up for the information of the 

people. 

This Placaat, fixi ng the Tariff of Stamp Duties on Public 
Instruments . . . Cape Statutes 1862 

. . . The Council of the Dutch East India Company issued a 
1 Placaat' forbidding the importation of M a lay slaves into the Cape. 
Lawrence Green So Few are Free 1946 

[ Du .. £la.caat. = edict, ordinance] 



1 pla.cez n. pl. - s 

Hi st. 17, 11. Farm: uEu. 1n combination lo<w _,....-.J / farm (qv}, 

request~ (qv), full r-1 all 17, 11: see quat. 
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They al'c the proprietors of the farms, or places as they call 
them, which they o ccu.py in right of ownership . . . W. W. Bird The 
State of the Cape in ::...322 1823 

The farms her ·2, and indeed throughout alJ the frontier districts 
except Albany, are o;~ the average extent of 6000 acres; this large 
extent only being considered a full place. Thompson Travels in S. A. I 
1827 

For :leasing the place Roodebloern from the Entail of Fidei commi,· 
- dated lOth" July 1826. S. Air. Almanac 1833 (Greig) 

[ angl. of Du. plaats Afk. plaas = farm cogn. place] 

2 
plac~, n. 

Call. 10. Used as equiv. of space, room etc. 

They said we should bring- along too: do you think there'll 
be place for him? Oral informant Sept. 1974 

[trans . Afk. plek = room, space, as well as 'place'] 

place of1 in pr e p. phr . 

29prep, 10. Instead of: see quat. at beshu 2, 5 , klapbroek 5. 

For variation, use fresh or tinned mangoes in place of apricots ... 
1 Tastic Cookbook' (received 1974) 

[ transJ.it. Afk. in_.2laas v a n = instead of] 

plak_ [plak] vb trns. 

Slang, 10, 29vb. To stick, slap on. 

Fir s t I scribbles out a ticket 
Tears i t quickly out and lick it 
Then I plaks it on the car with all my might 

Pip Freedman (Song) 1971 

[ Mk. fr Du. -elakken = to paste, glue] 

plan, to make a vb phr. 

29vb, 10. See make a plan 10, 29vb; to arrange or devise something 

however trivial is r-../. 

I mu s t m a k e a pla n a nd fit your appointm ent in tom orrow I think . 
Informant: R eceptionist ex N. E. Cap e 1970 

plank [ pl ae~k] !!· pl. - s 

Slang, . 19, 10. A n Af r ikaner esp . one who i s rigi d and narrowmi nde d. 

a collect ion of w o rds commonly u sed to d e note , o r d esc rib e 
Afrikaans, o r things Afri k a a ns . These words have b een class i f i ed as 
foll ow s ( l - 8) 8. ~pid Pla nk. P ap e r for Intergrou p Studie s 
U . C . T. 14- 16. 3. 74 N a n cy C . J . C h a r ton 

[ Eng . pla nk pre sum. sign . rigid, wood e n a nd without feeling] 
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plant. migrationz n. 

11, 4b . The spreading t e ndencies of undesirable plants , a prob l em 

* to soil conservationi s ts, farmers and agricultural officia l s : sec quot. 

Plant migration includes the natura l tendency of woody t ypes of 
vegetati on to spread in definite directions and along distinct routes . 
Dr . Hugo said i n his rcpo:r t there were five such routes in the Karoo 
r egion. E. Province Hera Jd 28. 2. 73 

(:tlso Karroo encroachment 11, 4b"0. 

1plat (plat] adi. 

Coll. 10, 29adj . Vulgar, ·~nrefined usu. of or pertaining to accent or. 

other linguisti c manifestation: cf. P lat D eutsch. 

She ' s quite a nice girl but s he talks the most frightfully plat 
Eastern Cape English. Woman ex Cape Town 1970 

[ Afk. fr. Du. plat= unrefined, vulgar cogn . flat] 

2plat(te) [plat(a )] adj. 

27i. Flat, low lying: found in S. Afr. place names both in the attrib. 

inflect {te ) and u ninflected form e. g . Platra nd, Platberg, Platteklip 

Gorge etc. 

28. Flat: found in certain plant nan'l es sign. usu. a low habit of growth 

or other flatnes s of feature e. g . ,......_.., kroon Albizia adianthifoli~ 3~ 

see flatcrown 32; ~ _turksvy 9Runtia auria~~ 28, 14, see _!urksvYL 

,-......./ dubbe ltjie 28, 11 Tribulus terrestris, see dubb eltjie 18, 11; 

~ daring Z8 Aspar agus p lumosi s , see kat dori ng 28. 
[ Afk. fr. Du . plat c o gn. flat] 

platanna [ ,plaTtana, -- a] n. pl. - s 

6. Xenopu s l aevis , the clawed toa d, the spawn of which was formerly 

much used in tests for early p regnancy: also occ. plattie 6,. see a lso 
pla t anner 12. 

On the banks if you go quietly you can see the platans a nd 
l akav a ns and sometim es great awful crabs in holes i n the bank . . . The 
willow branches hang far in the r iver. Iri s V aughan Diary ci r ca 190Z 

[ cor r uption of Afk. or Du. ~= flat + h ander = handed one] 

platoon school, n . pl. - s 

34. A school usu. non-white, freq . Indian, operating on account of 

large numbers in two sessions, rnorning and afte rnoon, fo r two separate 

bodies of pupils: not equiv . of U. S . p l atoon school. 

platsak ['p l at,s ak] adj. 

Coll. 10, 29adj . ' Broke ', out of funds, cf. archaic Brit. purse­

pinch~d, Austr . flyblown , Canad. o n skid row . 

. . . where do you think we a r e going to find food and money? we 
a r e p l atsak. Meiring CandJ.e in the Wind 1959 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ = flat + sak = pocket] 

+ platanner [ ,plaTta na( r)] n. pl. - s , ~ 
12 . Sguatina africana: the Monk F i s h or Angel Shark, fo u n d only in 
S . Afr . waters . 

[ as above: prob. fr. l arge flat pect oral fins] 
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platteland [ 'plata 1 lant] n. and n . modifier 

10, 22, ( 11). The country districts, rural areas: a:3 modifie:r 

,....._} farmers, the r-" vat~ . ~towns. cf. U.S. Canad. _!he sticks, 

Austr. backblocks, outback: see also backveld 22. 

The play 11 Brakwater", has as its theme the decay of village 
life on the platteland. Evening Post 9. 9. 72 

A retired doctor in Port Elizabeth said the shortage had become 
progressively wars •.:: as the Platteland was depopulated over the past 
10 years. . .. "As the Platteland is depopulated the nur.nber of doctors 
is decreasing, 11 he said. E. P rovince Herald 15. 5. 73 

[ Afk. _platteland = country districts] 

plattelander(s) [ 1plata 1 landa(r)s, -z] ~· usu. pl. 

19. Country people, those from the platteland usu. regarded as 

unsophis ticated and often narrow minded. d. ~~aEie 19, 

backveld e r 19, Austr. b ackblocker . 

[ Afk. Rlatteland ::: country + personif. suffix.~ roughly equiv,--ite] 

~~~ vb intrns. 

Substand. 29vb. 10. Used of a film {movie) being shown: as in 

11 hear there's a· good filrn playing at the XYZ this week. 1 [ fr. Afk. 

die stuk/ film SJ2eel =the piece/film is b eing given, shown; .s :ee e l = play] 

play-play [ 1 pler.. 1ple1] modifier 

Call. 10, 29adj. Freq. among children: equiv. of make- believe, not 

real,as in a ~battle, a r----1 house etc. [ poss. erron. fr. Afk. 

~el- speel (lit. play-play) = very easily, with no trouble, as if child's 

play] 

play sport, vb phr. 

10, 29vb. [Substand but in general use] To take part in games or 

other athletic sports : freq. in qn form 'What sport do you play? 1 see 

quot. also Austr. to play sport. 

•.. the horrible ph:rase "playing sport" of which I am sorry to 
say so1ne of our best n ewspapers are guilty. One can play c ricket, 
rugby, tiddly-winks , or the piano; but what of other sports like 
yachting, motor- racing ... mou n t a ineering, even huntin' a nd fi s hin1 ? 
How can one possibly PLAY a thle tic s , fo r e x ampl e ? Sunday Times 
9. 12. 7 3 

[ unknown:pos s . fr. Au.str . prob. confusion between ' play games ' and 

1 do 1 or 'take p ar t in sport'] 

pia y white, vb phr. 

(I) 29vb, 10. To {try to ) cross the colour line: successfully achieved 

at times by light skinned Colour e d s (qv) 19; see Kimb e rley train 10, 

try for white 10; cf. U.S.crossing the line . 

It is a w e ll known ploy: i f you want to play white, you make your 
mother into your maid. Mack enzie A Dragon to Kill 1963 



( 2) n. or n . modifier 

19. A col oured pe:.:: son who has crossed the colou1· line and lives as 

white\ ck-,,-wcJ.~ ~ \S""' 
He ... danced 'I.VCll and told her s t ories about the antics of 

the play-white Coloureds. Ibid 

Equiv. of squar e, plaza etc. open space sur::.·ounded by 

buildings. 

{2) 27e. Square: found in urban nanJ.es Groentemarkplein, Plein Street. 

Byl, David Retail Shop 1 Boereple: n 
Lowrie, Gesina, 7 Kerkplei.n ... 

African Court Calendar for 1815 
------------~·-

[ Afk. fr. Du. plein::: square] 

,:elus-minu s_1 ~antlfi_~ 

24, 10 . Also:!-: approximately, about, 'more or less', an indefinite 

rnea.sure of area, nuTnber, tirne, arnoun t, age etc. 

125 Dorper and c r.os s-bred LarDbs (plus /minus s:ix months). 
Evening Post 27. 2 . 71 

I use the d eep p a tty pan. Bake in oven 425F f or plus /min us 
10 minutes. Ibid 6. 10. 7 3 

PLUS MINUS Thirty Thousand bags of m i xed milled Feed at 
SOc per bag . Farmer's Weekly 30. 5. 73 

[ Afk. fr. La.t. plus·-minus::: approximatel y] 

po cket1 n. pl. - s 

( 1 ) 2.4, 11, 30 . Sack or bag of varying size in which vari ous commod.itier. 

are sold, used as a measure for trade purpo1;es . 

SWEET P OTATOES, moderate demand fo r l_arge supplies, 
Berrie 150 to 300; others 100 to 150 per sgr pkt. Lsugar pocket] 
GREEN BEANS, well represented, demand for qual ity, prices s h owed 
a decline 100 to 300 per sgr pkt; 60 to 12.0 per pkt. Farmer ' s Weekl y 
21. 4. 72 

[ poss. fr . Afk. 2_ak::: pocket in clothes, sakkie::.: bag, pocket (qv)] 

[[ (2.) Sect. mining. A hol e in bed rock containing gold particles] 

poega(ai} [ 'pu,xa(r. )] adl_. 

Slang.l6,10, 2.9adj. Dog tired, exhausted: also drunk e . g. 'He kept us 

all training untH we \Vere poegaai with exhau stion, ' or 1 By the end of 

the evening h e looked absolutely poegaai. 1 Austr . stonkerd. 

I h a d a ball thz..t ni~ht - <>o ·- ~Jo:. ng on the t a ble for this ring of 
chuckl ing o l e d ,, ds in paper hat s , rncst of them E..£_cgaai , all of t h em 
egging me on much better. Clapping, whi. stling , oe-ling and all. 
DarJing 29. l. 75 

[ Afk. h. Du. poechai = fus s , bother] 
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J?.s:...~(n)skop ['puns,kop] -~· pl. -s 

( 1) A polled or ho .. ·nless animal, formerly an elephant cov.f without 

tusks . 

0£ all the things mind cow elephants without tusks; they are 
not comrnon, but if you do come across a pceskop like (:lis, 'pas op' 
(take care). Drayson' s _Sporting Sc.~ 1858 cit Pettman 

Usu;::;.lly the dehorning process works and they're poens kop fo r 
life; occas ionally they &row little stumps. Oral Informant Farmer 
1973 

[ Afk. ~£52~= a polled animal prob. fr. Du. p oen(a) = :lumpy, thickset 

(per son or obj Etct) + ~£1?. = head] . 
crusher 

(2} 12. ~.,toceps nasutus the musselcraclce~/12, bla_ck steenbras 12, 

or bi skoi? 12: ace . P:::oof. J.L.B. Smith Sea Fishes of S.A. 1961 'one 

of the premier angling fishes:~~~\. ~o\\'j.c:;,-oc.~\2.... . 

The South African records do contain a :tviussel c racker, but it 
is no. 719 which is our Poenskop . The Eastern P rovin ce records list 
it as a Poenskop . E. Province Herald 15. 7. 71 

[ fr. Afk. poena = polled a nimal presum. fr. appearance] 

-7 
£££.~ [pll.s] n. 

·Unaccpt . Slang. The fex:nale genitals: see puss. 

pofaclder ['pof, ada ( :::o )] E.· pl. - s 

6. Puffadder {qv L also 27d a place name Pofadder, N. Cape P r ovince. 

[ Afk. cogn. pufr.adder] 

poffe~.!Ji.~ [ ' p~fa (r}k1, -cr] n. pl. -s 

7. Light fritter (bcignet, aigrette): traditiona.l Cape Dutch sweet dish, 

also ace. used of chcux pastry. 

Jeanette van Duyn demonstrated the old Cape recipes at Wembley. 
When one of the o stl·i ches there laid an egg, she w as able to bake a 
cake and prepe:ue melktert and poffertjies for Queen Mary and her 
ladies-in- waiting. Lawr ence G reen ;hand of Aft e rnoon 194 9 

No rnc:.tter that 1 Les Bei gnets aux Ananas' is only a p ynapp€.-l 
poffertji e in disguise, the guests were having none of it, as the y 
vastrapped across the concrete to the strains of 1 S <:aie lviarais' ... 
E. Province H e rald 16. 5. 74 

[ A f k . p offer = p uff (n) + dimin. suff. -tjiij 

political coml!lis s ioncr1 n. pl. - s 

4a, 17. His t. (obs ) Senior Official of the (Dutch) R efo rmed C hurch 

Refoymed Church 
P. J. Truter, Sen. Esq. P olitical Commissioner 

Afri can Court Cal e nder 1819 

SYNOD OF TH E REFORMED CHURCH 
POLITICAL COMMISSIONERS 

The Han Si r John Truter, LL. D. 
D. F. Berrangc , esq. LL.D. 

S . Afr . Alm a nac and Direct orv for 18 31 - ______ _....__ . ... .._ 
-· {Grei g ) 
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[
. -' 1 "' porr1clo _ , p~nn:t-a lu, !)l:>mala"'lf] n. pl. - s 

14. Used as equiv. of grapef:cuit: . more properly' shaddock'; see 

pampelmoes, pom-e,: (qv) 14 

pl. - s or ama-

23. A n1ember of the Xhosa speakin; Nguni people of Pondoland in the 

E . Cape Province, n..lso a s..i.!1gl.e member of the ,...._, people of the 

ArnaMpo1\do: see quot. Cit ( l)KaJfir 23. 

During the following decade as his regiments multiplied. he 
subjugated all the Nguni people from the Pongolo to the Umzimvubu 
River in the land of the Pondo and from the Indian Oc ean in the east 
to the Nyati or Buffalo River in the west. Cape Argus 10. 5. 71 

[ Ngu. ama(M)~ndo] 

n. pl. - s 

18. A crude hut or shelter made of scraps of wood, corrugateC. iron 

etc. cf. Austr. _l:!._ump_y, shack (from aboriginal hut), Jam. E, _wappen­

bappen, slum house made of bits and piecef.l, Canad. shack/ief see 

also quot. ? vb, 1 at (2)-£cpd- 27a. 

I saw them again living almost like wild men among the hush and 
Scrub of: the Cape F lats , their ..E.£.!ldokkies often hidden from view until 
they were actually reached. A pondokJ:i c is a shack built of pinewood, 
sacking, flattened bar rels, tin, or any z.vailable scraps of material. 
Reed Somewhere South of Suez: 1950 

... she endeared herself to many thous a nds of poor Colo ured 
people, r.1ainly among the shacks and pondokkies of t he Cape Flats . .. 
Cape Times 8 . 6. 70 

[ Afk. dimin. fr. Malay pondok = hut, leaf roofed shelter] 

J?..2..nt [pbnt] n.. pl. - s 

3 1. A flat bottomed fer:ry- boat, like a moving bridg e, cf. pont oon, 

worked on chairLs or ropes to convey pass engers, animals , wagons or 

even motor cars across African rivers: a l so 27c in place names 

Norvalspont, Pontdrif. cf. C~nad. ~!!!: a so lid bridge of ice packed 

across a r iver. 

Ponts , or floating bridges, are us ed with great s uccess on the 
Berg and .Breede Rivers . . . Thompson Tr~ls inS. A . II 1827 

Fishermen, t re>.dcrs and hunters a wait the arrival of the pont 
to take them a n d thei r be'longings across the river. Telford Y~sterd~~ 
Dres s 1972 

[ Du. pont_fr. Lat. ponte= punt cogn.l?on.~ -tis bridge] 

Pontac [ 'pbn1 t<,)ek] .E:.: .. l?.!~ pl. - s 

8 . A sweet red d essert wine made from Pontac g rape s , a variety 

i ntroduced prob. fr. S. Europe in the earliest days . 

. . . he has a lways on sale, a choice of old Cape Wines of s upe rior 
quality consisting of Madeira, Sherry Hock, Aromatic Hock, Pon tac, 
e qual and in many respect s preferabl e to the Po:rt wine generally 
imported into this col o n y: swet.. t wines of very excellent q u ality and 
fine flavo r, t o wit: Pontac, Frontignac, Muscadel etc. . not t o be equ alled 

~ape of ~1 hOJ?C_~lmana_s for 18-13 A uv t. 

[ fr . name of grape] 
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Roort [p'lf"a(r)t] n. pl. -s 

( 1) 22, 31. Narrow F ass or defi le through rooum:ains u su. along a 

stream bed: c:f. nek 2.2. 

It is romantic~dJy diversified by gentle u:1dulations} by precipitous 
woody ravines or klocfs, by stupendous poorts or passes through the 
mountains and by clur·.ps oi elegant evergr eens . S. Afr. Almanc. c and 
Di rectory f'?£_183.1 (Greig) · 

( 2) -poort, E.:..suff. 27a. Pass, defile: found inS. Af:r . pla.ce names 

e . g. Onderstepoort, ·,'Joupoort, Howie son's Poort. , Seweweekspoort . 

. . . our road lay through a narrow defile, which opened upon m ore 
extensive scenery. This defile Frederick thought fit to name 
11 Thon1pson1 s Poort, 11 (i. e. Gate or Pass, ) in honour of the narrator. 
Thompson T:ravels in S. A . I 1827 

[ Afk. f r. Du. poort::: pass(age) cogn. Lat .. 2orta = gate] 

£OOr white, n . pl. - s 

19 , 11. A member of the most indigent white group often living as a 

bywoner (qv) 19, ll on another man's land. cf. U.S. white trash, 

red_!leck, Jam. E. whit~: also oft en derogatory as in 'live like rJ s, 

1 she dresses like a ~ . 1 

Here, <i.S the child of poor--whites and as the mother of poo r-whites 
she had drifted for seventy years from £arm to farm in the shiftless, 
thriftless labour of her class. Pauline Smith The LittJe K~rroo 1925 
{1936 edit.) 

... the poor white is psychologically handicapped by his tradi tion 
o£ rnembership of the roaster- class, express e d in contempt for 11 kc.fir­
work" and unwillingness to undertake it, especially in public labour-gangs 

Hoernl~ S . Afr . . Native Policy and the Liberal Spi!i!:.. 
19 39 

[The woodcutters] .. . made very little money (the term 11poor 
Whites ' : was coined about then), and yet from one generation to another 
they clun-5 j ealously to their trade i n the dark heart of the fo rest. 
Hja1mar Thesen cit. E. Province Herald 28. 5 . 73 

See addenda p . 585 . 

_Port Jack~ on (yvillow /wattle ) ..!!.· pl. - s 

32. Aca_cia cyanophylla and A . l~nq,ifolia: originally a native of 

Australia introduced about 185 7 - now a plant pest i n many parts : see 

a l so quot. at rooikrans 32. 

Port Jackson Acacia - - - - introduced from Australia as a 
u seful sand binder on the Cape F lats and from ther e it spread . I t proved 
an aggressi ve. anta~onist of the native flora when it spread further afi eld. 
C . A. Smith Common Names of S. Afr. Plants 1966 

- posJ.:J [po s] n. usu. suff. 

27e. Also post: a form er military post found inS. Afr . place nan1es e. g .. 

S aP-na.sp os, Rykaartspos, Krugerspos , Vcnterspos : occ . prefixed in 

Eng. Post Reticf, Post Chalmers, and in Afk. Posd..t·if. 

pot\:van(a) [ 1 p~t1 wan(:) )] n. pl. - s 

24, 2 . E. Cape: _sL~~r pocket (qv) 100 lb. (15kg) bag, h alf a rouid sack 
or b ag (qv) 2 4 . 

[ Xh. unompotwana, half bag] 
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pou(w) [pa1f] n. pl.. - s \\Y w-._ 

3 . Any of several~ the S. Afr. busta:;.·d: see ko;~haan 

(qv) 3; also in combination _gorn 1'-' 3, the Kori bustard~ 

~ 27d four..d in place name Poupan. ~ 
I saw only a f:!w of the larger and more hardy species, such as 

the ostrich; the pou~~· which is a sort of large bustard, and very 
delicate eating; the korhaan, <::. smaller sort of bustard, also prized 
by epicures; . . . Thornpson Trc.vels in S. A. 1 1827 

RoaLt gompou was a ;,: ;_;.re dclic:;.cy, as OI'.ly the rnuseurn 
collecting p::::nnit made it possible for the expedition to shoot thi s 
J.argcs t of all garn c birds - a :flying t u rk(!y indeed, with enough luscious 
meat on it to allovv a second belping f.or everyone . Lawrence Green 
L..£.r_cJE;_o.f_thc Last Frontier 1952 

[ Afl<:J--ff. Du . .E.9.:~ = bustard, also pea cock] 

poun~!!?_~st~, n. pl. - s 

19. The o:[fj.ci a l ia charge o£ a pound, a l so poundmistress;in S. A.: 

also Brit. and U.S. 

Impounded in the Municipal Pound, a nd if not p r eviously released 
will be sold . . . W. R. Dixon Poundmaster. Noti ce 45- 25th May 1971 
Grocott ' s Mail 28. 5. 7 1 

[trans. Du . s chut. = pound + me ester cogn. rnaster] 

.:..P..rarn " [pram] 

( 1) Breast (shaped): found inS. Afr. n ames of mountains or hiJls c . g. 

Prambe:~.·ge, Pramkoppen, V e.rlepte (\.vithcred)prambe:rge (Namaqualand) . 

cf. Canad. rnamelle, a breast·- shaped hill . . 

The mountains of the Kar r eeberg en .. . among them o ne in the 
form of a depressed cone surmounted with an additi.onaJ. sumrnit, was 
distinguished by the nam e of Pramberg. Burchell Irav~ls_I_ 1822 
cit Pcttrnan 

(2) 28. Breas t: found in v arious plant names usu. sign. breast shaped 

protuberances e . g. J""""-./ boomjbo~J do :dE,g_ 32, also called .P.erde_(gv) r-.-..J . 

:.32 Fc>.g::r~~ensis: seeJ5.~pwood/knSP.hout 32: _s>Ul_!l...§...::.Ee- ~'""--.:::__ 28 

(grandmother's ) _Nycteranthus ~abi~i , a dwarf succulent. 

Different good Mesems like ouma- se-pram (AJ:idaria Rabiei) 
grow in the shad e of Lycium Suacda. Fa~ inS .• A. 
cit . Sw<!rt \~"::if. ~~~ ... '--l.: f\<q.~f\ · 
[ Afk. fr. Du. pram = a woman' s breast] 

~ying mantis, n . pl. - es 
~< 

Nov. 1933 

2 1. Also preymg mantis fr. its predato1·y habits: see Hottentot God 21. 

m·edika.ni: [ 1 prJ:8 d~','kant] n. pl. - s 
~---- (1\ 

4a, 19. A minister of the Dutch Reformed Church {qv) 4a, al::.;o 

domin ce 4a, 19: se.e also J2astori_~ 4a, 18 . 

T hey cannct believe that a predil::ant would wal k . . . It is vain to 
tell the m that our Lord and Master and His holy apostl es walked . I t 
may have been so. But they know that predikants don't wa.lk. Bishop 
Grav's Journal P art II 185 1 

J - ·--

Praying mantises have acqui l'ed a bad name as husband- eaters 
a nd voracio1-c s insects of prey ... t:rue o:f course . A femal e does surne­
times eat her husband and Hu~y do have tremendlms app~ tites . But 
gard~ners and fann e rs can be th,1nkful ... for the anc unt [sic] o£ pests 
they eat i s T..H' CHlir:ious. Panorama Feb. 19 75 
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... it was there that the earnest young Pre:;byterian 
minister from Abc:::-dcenshire took up his firs t and only appointment 
as predikant of ·;·:-te Dutch Rciorn1ed Church, where he laboured 
until his death some 40 years la.ter. Cape Times 25. 6 . 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~dikant = preacher, minister] 

preekstoel [ 'prt.dk, st~l] n . p l. - s 

4a, 18. The pulpit in a Dutch Reformed Church (qv) 4a, cent rally 

placed and norm<3lly la.r. ::;;~ !· than in other churches . 

. . . and high and remarkable rock, which, on <t.:count of its 
res e1nblance to a pulpit, is called by the herdsmen the Predikstoel. 
tran$. Lichtenstein Travels in South ern_~i~ I 1812. 

2 Apri 1 
in the evening . 
18 1 7 

I n combinrttion 

kaain>ansblorn 

1817 Finishc.::d the Preek stoel to day and occupied i t 
George Barker Theopolis and Bethelsdorp 1815-28 

(qv) ~:::-' )28, ..!:iYmphaea capensis: see 
\ 

_-eac1da(frog) 

13. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~di)cs~ = pulpit] 

g:r*~*q~~--
29pxep. Non- standard prepositions and phrases containing prepos itions 

peculiar to SAE including thos e which arc components or formatives 

in place n.am es appea:r as separate entl·ies in the text: they are listed 

f 1 . f_Q:r, 2. d 
here a;; cross re erences on y: see~ter-, bC!.- , -b~_!t, E_y,~·on e ::c _ 

other side, ~· under, with: also veld, ofl th_~-· on his /he!_/m : 

nerves_, on the moment1 (rideLc_m water, i_n t~.1e/out of the (roadj, 

be<\~_en out..z ~~t~n <:'.E..!.• shot out (hunte c_l out), _!_:r;amn ed ou_!:_; through 

t he f a ce: see also omissions and redundancies for reference li sts 

of these. 

Pretoria [pra 't~r:r..e> , pr!&"·-] .!!.:J21"0p . 

4b, 10. The central gov ernment or its departments used similarly 

to Brit. Whitehall, U.S. Washington. 

He was banne cl by Pretoria, but later the restrictions were 
lifted after the Trans kei Government had made reprcs entations on 
h i s behalf to the Republican Government. Evening Post 1. 9. 73 

The r esolutions list so1ne of the things w e Bantustanians 
would like to have. There is nothing unreasonable about the leader's 
pleas . . . . Please remove this and that, they hurt . It is Pretoria 
which will have the final say. Drum 22 . 12 . 73 

[Pretoria, the Administrative Capital of the Republic of S . A.] 

E.E.£.J:ing mantis, n . pl. - es 

21. Usu. Erayil!R mantis (qv) 21, fr . ges ture of lifted forele gs : 

see Hottentot God 21 . 
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Pride of--, E.· Eh-{'. pr ~·s'!. 

28, 13 . As els CV\•here a prefx to several plant and flower names , 

c-:" I nclia or c.--,. Chir.a, the Cape lilac, see serinfY{_boorn) 32; . 

,.........._...India, Lagcrstroemia indica 32; /""_...,de Kaap, Bauhi!1i_?._ 

~alpinii a showy, red flowered bush or climber; ,__.. .. Table Mountain, 

Di sa uniflora, sec quot. at disa 1 3; ,___, F~chhoek 13, _Serruri a 

florida, see .!_:>lu~ hj_.£&.J::r .i._de . 13. 

pri:=:onfa.!E?, n. 

4b, 11. A farm maintai n t ed by convict l abour employed during working 

h ours and confined under prison conditions at night; former l y a system 

employed by private farmers: now one of ZO non-profit making farms 

owned by the Departm~nt of Prisons opera ted by usu. long term 

prisoners: ~<:>o \j • c:;., 
Where Cops and Robbers farm together 

Recognised as one of the leading establishments of its kind in 
t he world, this prison farm in the picturesque Cape rehabilitates its 
i nmates using 1 agricultural therapy' - . . _ an environrr1ent h as been 
created i n the forr.n of prison farms to provide a 1 '\vork clima te' i hat 
w i ll bring out the best in the prisoner with the empha.sis on traini ng 
which tmn be u tilised successfully after rel ease. Farmer's Weekly 
2 0 . 3 . 74 

private s choo.1_ n. p l. - s 

34 (4a}. Fee paying, English speaking, non-Government schools, 

inS. A. often owned and run by churches: equivalent of Brit. ~blic 

school and U.S. private scho_ol, Canad. separate church schooL 

.. . a small majori ty of English children is sent to " private" 
schools i n South Africa Ho ernle S . Afr. Native Policy end the 
Libera.l Spirit 1939 

..E.I.£clairne d weec!, n . p l. - s 

4b, 1 1. Any of numerous species classified a.s p l ant pests or noXlous 

weeds} the presence of which on any farmer's land is a punishable 

offence : see bo e tebqs(sie) 32, hakea 32; j ointed cas:~ 32, 28. 

The control of noxious weeds is ves ted in the Union Department 
of Agricul ture and Forestry. A list of proclaimed noxious wee ds is 
published and farmers are required by law to eradicate such weeds 
from their farm s . The Division of Plant Industry acts in an advisory 
capacity to the Department, and recommends whether or not any 
parti cular plant should be added to the list of proclaimed weeds . 
Handbook for Farmers in S.A. 1937 

b:.s?__<i~.gal Son, n. pl. C/J, - 3 

12. Either of two rare edible game anglinQ' fi·sh both known as Runner : 
Elagatis biEinnulatus, the 'Rainbow' Runner or Rachycentron c,.anaduf!, 

with a long body with horizontal black and white stripes . 

[unknown] 
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Frog. [p.r~g] p. prop . pl. - s 

19, 4b. A mcmbct· o£ the Progressive P a r ty formE:d in 1959. 

A rnan stands as an Independent and then everybody sets out to 
prove that he's a crypto- Nat or a Frog in di:;gui s e or son1ebody 
pretendinG to be UP while he is redly a card-· carr·y.ing mcm.bex· oi the 
Broederbond.. Sunday Times 27. ? .. 71 

[ abbr. of Progressive] 

prank [proiJk] vb intrns . 

(1)29vb. To c..urvet o:::- prance usu. used of sp:ringbok displaying the:rnselves: 

see first quot., alsCI figur. of someone i n new clothes etc.: in 

combination .~. bol/6, see ( 1) ~ingbok G. 

There was a herd of springbok in the distance. They were 
pranking, jumping high in the air, their white manes glinting in the sun. 
Stuart Cloe te Hill of Doves 1942 

When Pas caPs [ooodle] been clipped and has a new hairdo he 
prc>nks about for days . Woman ex Johannesburg 1969 

(2) 28. Found in pla.nt names sign. usu. 1 showy' as in ,-........,...~ ertiic 

(pea) 13, Lathyrus odoratus the gar den sweet pea and. ~ gras 28, 

Pennis cturn s e taceum. 

[ Aik. fr. Du. pronken:: to strut, parade, s how off] 

pronoun, on1is sion of 

29. See .2.~ni!=sicms.29 . 

.P.·!:2.2l."~ed), ~~b usu. partie. 

Call., 2.9vb, 10. equiv. of 1 s t uffed'. 

Young Vermaak, propped to the ears with raw book learning , 
with which he is only too eager to overawe his c oll Ocutors 

· 1.Jionel Abrahams . Introduction to Jurie Steyn' s Po s t Office 197 J. 

[ prob. fr . A:fk. intensive form E.!.S2J?Vol = absolutely full fr . Afk . ..Pl:'_c.?l? = 
to stuff] 

.J2.!..0tea [ ' pr<:d·, t:J:.<:>] n . pl. - s 

( 1) 13, 32 . Any of several of the genera and species of the Proteacea.e 

esp. of the showy flowered varieties incl. P. cynaroidcs thE: gi.ant or ki~_g_ 

_c::::::_ (qv) 13; P. mellHera, see suikerbosJ sugarbusl~ 32, 13; 

-p.l?_arbir;era1 the bearde d ,...,._.., 1 3 ; P. neriifolia 1 3, also y.raboorr. (qv) 32, 1 3. 

[ The silver tree_ or witteboom Leucodendron argenteum (qv) is also of 

the Protc~...£- 1 Q.~ i.s~G.\<..~l~) ~~ ~~'] 
The name protea was first given by Linnaeus in honour of the Greek 

god Proteu s . ... The Protea family is of special interest to botanists , 
some of whom see in it po!::sible proof of a former close connection 
between South Africn and Australia., for this large family i s abundu.ntl y 
r eprese!lted in these two countries, and i s more rarely found in other 
part ~; of th e wor.ld . It does not occur ·at all in Eu1·ope . Palmer and 
Pitman _'IE!.;~!' of S . P:..~ 1 9 61 
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Professor Shigec Suga ... Japanese expert en flower arranging, 
spoke about the beauty of the South African protea on his arrival in 
Johannesburg ye..sterd.ay . . . Rand. Daily Ma1.1 2. 1 J.. 70 

( 2) ~pro.E· pl. - s 

15. A member of the coloured (qv) 19, 23, S. Air. Rugby team. 

Dr I<-' s surp!'ise ::.nnouncement that the Coloured Proteas 
could play the rugby Springboks came in reply to cross - questioning by 
M r. ·- - . . . Dr E.- replied that the Proteas could play the 
Springboks "tomorrow. 11 E. Province Herald 15 . .10. 74 

[ fr. Gk. god Proteus] 

Province of South Africa, n . prop. 

4a. One of the Pr0vinces of the Anglican Church, 

~ 4a. 

P.R.U. [,pa'ru] !!:_P.rOE_. 

see Church of the - .... --

19. See Peruvian 19. [acronym Poli sh and ~ussion Union] 

-~ 

~ffadde_r, n . pl. - s 

6. The common S. Afr. viper J2.itis arieta~~ thick and slow of movement 

but inflicting a poisonous bite. 

The puff-adder is often met with: it is so called from i ts swelling 
itself out to a great size when enraged ... it.is n early as thick at tile 
tail as at the head. Percival _:Account of the Ca:e_e of Good Hone 1804 

The slow-witted puffadder is s hort a.nd s luggif;h, and is usually 
found at the side of a path, or C'..lrled up in leaves. Their markings are 
often beautiful. If you step on one by mistake (as usually happens) the 
puffadder immediately becomes a g:gr es s ive. Puffadders bri ng forth 
their young a live; and even a tiny puffadder can infEct a terrifying bite. 
Fortunately their aim is often erratic. Lawrence Green Tavern of 
the Sea§i 194 7 

[ see quot. Afk . .E_Ofadder, .E£!..::: puff, blow up + adder] 

.E._ula [ ' pu,la] p . inte1.·j. 

9. Rain: a greeting or invocation. 

Mattebe then m ade the same moven:1ents with his assegai as at 
the co::nmencernent after which he waved the point towards the h eavens , 
when all called out 11 P oola! 11 i . e . rain or a blessing . . . Thompson 
Travels in S. A. I 1827 -- -

Pula.. In the middle of Southern Africa there is a country whose 
coat-of-arms bears, instea.d of some Latin tag boasting power and glory, 
the single word: rain. In Botswana there is always the possibility 
of rain. The hope of rain. Rain~ hope: I?Ula means fuJ.filment as well 
as rain. London Magazine February/ March 197 3 

[ Bantu pula.= rain] 

~~~\},'-_ ~~~~-~qo . 
punt Lpoent] n. suff. 

27a. Point, promontory: found inS. Afr . place nam es usu . in trans . 

e . g. Secpunt, Groenpunt, Kaappunt. [ Afk. fr . Du. punt cogn. point 

f:r·. Lat. ] 



Euri1 n. p l. - s 

7, 25. See Indian t erms 25. 

puss , n. 

Obj. in SAE: see .12..~. 

_EUt [pcet] n. p l. - s 
(I) 22. A well, water hole. 

Wh ere Kabalonta lives there are no rivers; 
drink from puts. ;'< 
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the people and cattle 

*Wells. Andrew Smith' s Diarv 29 July 1835 1940 edit . 

(2) -=:..I?.£_1:_::_, n. prefx and suff. 27a. Well: found in S . .P..fr. place names 

as prefx e. g. Putsonderwater or suff. in Swartputs, Noenieput, 

Broedersput. [ Afk. f r. Du. fr. Lat. puteus = well, cogn. pit, O.E . 

.E.Y!j: = well] 

putu [ ' putU] n. 

7, 2. Traditional African preparation of mealie mea.l (qv) 7 , cooked 

unti l it forms dry crumbs: equiv. of kn~~el~ (qv) 7: eaten by 

Africans with meat and gravy etc. or with calabash m ilk (qv) 7 or maas 

{qv) 7: it is also a popular b r eakfast f ood among whites, served instead 

of porri.dge7~ ~ &~\~· 
Soon one of Mazibe1 s wives entered in her hands and knees. 

Permitted to kneel but not t o stand, she adroitly balanced a baby strapp,~d 

to her back i n a cloth sling, while serving us roast chicken a.nd uph-..1thu, 
a kind of ho1niny that has been a. staple Zu l u dish for centuries. 
National Geographic 1!~azine 6 Dec. 197 1 

... her first move is to the kitchen where Lukas her cook is 
preparing breakfast . . . Wh atever else m i ght be in the offing a l arge 
_ pot of putu - crumb mealie meal porridge - will be ready for eat ing. 
Fair L ady Jan. 1972 

[Ngu. uphu~~ = crumb porridge, anything crumbly e . g . earth ] 

puza [ 1puza] n. 

8, 2 . Drink, liquor. 

• You are thi rsty, headman, 1 h e sai d ingratiat ingl y . 1 I have 
brought you white man• s puza. 1 Umbalose nodded and closed his eyes 
as if to shut out the vision of happi ness the bottles had conjured up. 
•I know white men, 1 h e said slowly, 'and I know tha t you do not bring 
me thi s puzc>. expecting n o thing i n retu rn. L. Pat rick Greene Adventur e 
Omnibus 1928 

[ fr. Zu. ukuPhuz a = to drink] 

pvlhout ['pe~l,(hhnrt] n. 

32, (20} 18. Grewia occidenta J.is , see assegaibos 32, (2~, 18, 27c . 

[ Afk. fr. Du. pijl = arrow + hout = timber] 
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-pypie [ -pe_l.pie] r . . suff. 

13. Lit. ' little pipe' .suffix to v e rna.cular names of numerous species 

usu. of the ..!_rida~ with long tubular flowers e. g . the j,frikane:r_ (qv) 

13 and othe r Gladio lu~, \Vatsonia and Hesperantha: see i_!andblom 13. 

The terrn "pypie " appear s to have been first appliE:d to one or 
other species of Glad.:olus or Watsonia fr •:lm the s uggesti •)n of a 
miniature long- stemmed p ip e ... conveyed by the flower:> 
C.A. Smith Common_£'Ta!Ues c;f S. _.,.fr . Plant s 1966 

[ Afk. fr . Du . .ElJ? cogn. pipe + dimin. suff. -ie] 
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guacha [1 kwaxa] n. 

27d.. Bguus 93:@f"..,.2'~; see ~_gQ 6: found in place name Quacha' s Nek. 

_u..uagr,.9;, ['kwe~xa] n. pl. - s , ~ 

(1)' 6. ~~~~_gga. the now extinct wild ass of S . A., rel ated to 

1 b b d ' ff . . . l . h d (!t~)h h . d ' . . t 1e ze r a ut 1 · er1ng 1n 1 t .s men c1ngs: unte au t roug 1n lS crnrnnc.!tc 

d estructi on f rom the early days; see s econd quot. 

19 April I S 11 This beautiful a nimal h as been hitherto confounded 
by naturalists with the Zebra. Wr-en these were first d escribed by 
modern writers, the Quakka was considered to be the female Zel.>ra, 
while both that ann the true Zebra bore in common, among the colonists, 
t he name Quakk0.. Burchell Travels I 1822 

. . . hunting the wild game, to save the consumption o f thei r 
flocks, and feeding thdr Hottent ot or Bushme n ser q :tnts, with the flesh 
of the Quagha, or wild ass . . . Thompson Travels in S. A. II 1827 

I n combinations _!>erg__c--" , bont ~. 

The old pioneers used "quagga" rathe r l oosely fo r the mountain 
zebra (bergkwagga), Burchell' s zebra (bontqu::.gga) and fhe qua;;;~p 
its elf, so that it is difficult to say how far the range of the extinct 
species e x tended north. Daily Dispatch 22. 7. 7 2 

(2} 28. Prefx to several plant names e. g . ~ kos, Pleiospilo~~olusii 

28, a succulent said to have been a favourite food of the,......., ; /"'-::_~u cl?:_ 

g:~:.§.~ 28; Danthonia purpurea ~ kweek ( rooi~week) ( qv) Cynodon ~}}.!.E_~~~q_. 

[ Du. ~.!-!. fr . Hott . gua-ha onomat. fr. braying of the species, al.so 

poss . rel. to Ngu. iQara = something striped] 

guaestor ~kwa2.ste> ( r )] n . p l. - s 

4a, 19 . Quaestor Synodii: treasurer of the Dutch Reformed Church Synod 

(qv) 4a. 
Synod of the Reformed Church 

Moderator s 
Rev. T. Herold President Rev. J. Spyker Secretary_ 
Rev. A. Faure Actuarius and Quaestor 

_S . . Afr . _Directory c>nd_Almanac for 18 34 

[ Lat. ~~star = revenue collector] 

[[ quarter evil, n. 

1 I. Non SAE; a l so black-leg, black quarter; see ~:z:!ssiekte 11.] 

These s heep have been entered by the following well- known 
breeders : ·-- - & Sons (all s h eep inoculated for Quarter Evil, Pulpy 
Kidney and Blue Tongue). Daily Dispatch Advt. 11. 3. 72 

lgueen , n. p l. - s 

( 1) 11. An infertil e or barren animal usu. a cow [ also ace . Pcttman 

hunters ' term for a barren elephant cow. ] 

Old cows and especially queens (barren females) will be f o u nd 
more difficult t o deal with tha n the bulls . Nicoll and Eglinton Sports m_£_!] 
in S . A. 1892 cit Pettman] 

A.frik.ander Heifers and Tallies . .. old cows ... tr e k oxen 
l Queen Heifer, Shorthorn type. Daily Dispatch Advt. 16. 10 . 71 

[ fr. Du. ~~ =a barren cow] 
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2 
quee~ n ~1. -s 

19, 2. Abbr. of sheb;~cn..c:::-~: see also quat. at slcc•:':<:iaan, 19 

A nip of A.i.·-Ai s e lls in Scweto shebeens for 25 cents n ormally 
and some queens have been offload.ing it at 15 cents. Post 16. 2. 69 
[as above] 

3 queen, n. pl. - s 

Coli. 15. among child:ren: a glass marble without trac1~ of colour: 

also glas sie 15. [ als ·::> formerly bottliP. or sodie_ 15 for soda water bottle 

top: once used for lmitat.i. c.:! l diamonds; see quot. at scb~enter 30.] 

[unknown] 

>.'< 

.9uick1 n. 

11, 18 . A;J.y of several varieties of Cynodon used as lawn or pasture 

grasses: combinations fine,....._/ and~se ~: see kweek(eras) J.l, 18. 

all the quick Grass and much of the other destroyed by the 
Locust. Collett Diary II 30. 1· 1841 

Quick grass . Various stoloniferous grasses which spread rapi-dly 
when once established and often become troublesome in gardens . 
C. A. Smith Common N~mes of S. Afr . Plants 1966 

[ translit. of Afk. kwceJ~_(qv)] 

quitrent [ 1 kw::x:.t1 rent] n . 

17. That system of l and tenure introduced in 1732 by which occupancy 
was given on a lease of fifteen years after which it had to be Yenewed: 

[cf. the yearly renewal of a lo~m nlace (qv) l7} the system of perpetual 

,_1 by Proclamation 6. 8 . 1813 gave leave to holders of loan places 

to convert these titles. 

In the earl y clays of the Cape settl ement, although freehold tenure 
was not unknown, the comn1onest forn1 of holdi.ng agricultural land was 
by precarious tenure, the holding being known as a "loan place". 
Gradually how ever there grew up a system of " perpetual quitrent" , the 
rights and obligations under which were Gubstantially those of the Roman 
e1nphyteusis; and at t he same time the precarious nature of the loan 
tenure was modified by customs in the direction of permanence and 
heritability. The Cambridge History of the B r itish Empire Vol VIII 
S.Africa 1936 

>:< queen• s tears , n. 
) 

[A. E.] 2, 8 . Also obs. formerly' tears of the King of England: European 

type liquor, u s u. spirits . cf . ,gologq_ used only among Africans . 

The y call it tears of the King of E n gland . . . A Witch in my H e art 
Hilda Kuper 19 53 (later pub lished). 
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R 

raad [ r n. t] n. 

( 1) A council, often in combination Kerk ,.,._.. (qv ) 4a; also a councillor 

as in heem r-" pl. -en (qv) 17, 19: see also ,.-...,-' saal 18, 17. 

( 2) Hi st. 17. The l ~!gislative As sem.bl y oi one of the Boer Republi cs 

b efore the establishment of British rule inS. A. : see also V olksraad 

17, 4b. 

The gentlemen ... obtained their grant under solemn seal and 
b ond of the Transvaal Parliament or raad. Boyle To the Cape for 
Diamonds 1373 

Even when the Raad was not sitting h e felt it his duty t o stay in 
Pretoria and stand by the Preside nt. Brett Young City of __ Golq 1940 

[ Afl<.. fr. Du. raad = council , councillor , couns e l ] 

Raadhuis [ 1 r ctt,hoe'! s] }_'l_:.Prop . 

18, 17. See Raadsaal 18 , 17 . 

So they started work on their capital, opened up wat e1· by blasting, 
made gardens and finally erected a srnall "Raadhuis 11 or Pa:rliament 
House. The first Volksraad was elected in 1872, with Michiel 
Diergaard as 11Speaker. 11 Lawrence Green IJords of the_].~~st Fronti.£_:t; 
1952 

[ Afk. h. Du. ra~ = qmncil + J1Uis cogn . h~us e] 

Raadsaal n . p ro:e. 

18 , 17. T h e council or parliament house in which the legislative 

ass embly , see (2 )raad 17, met in the time of the republics of the Orange 

Free State and Transvaal: o cc . Raadhuis (qv) 18, 17. 

T he harmony of Bloen1fontein i s in a great measure due to 
buildings erected in the proper s t yle fo r South Africa . T he perfect little 
R aadsaal gave me g reat p l easure. H. V. Morton In Search of S.A. 1948 

[ Afk. f r. Du. raad :;:: council + saal = h a ll cogn. O.E. ~leJ 

~dsheer [ 1 ro..t s 1hLa ( r)] .!!· pl. - here 

19, 4b. A l so alderman: not equiv. of B r it. alder man who does not 

fi ght for re-election, but one who will go t o the polls like other city 

councillors : see quot. 

A n ew word in our Civic vocabulary these days in a l d e rmen or 
r aadshere, a t e rm of respect now b eing used for councillors w ith rnore 
t han 20 y ear s ' service, or former mayors . Cape T i mes 1 3. 9 . 74 

[ Afk. r. aad (qv) = council + h eer = gentleman] 

rainbird, n . p l. - s 

( 1) 3. Vle.i-1.oeric, see _!_~ie 3, Ccntr opus suoerdli.qsus b urchellii 

t o be w eath e r prouhets I ~ 

and other species of the ~ en~ropodinae t houg ht 

whose frequent call h e:ralds rain: i n the U . S . any 

of s ·everal species of the Cuculidae. -\' 

(2) The turkey buzzard or _bromvoe_l (qv) 3 ~~~-\the drowning 

of which is thought by some African t ribes to b·r.ing rain. 
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rai?maker, n. p ·l. ·· s 

2, 167 19. A witcL :!~ (qv) who. in addition to healing and other 

witchcraft, practices rainmaking or b,ringing rain by medicines or 

i ncantc..tions, and, ace. some, by watching the weather: see quot.: 

also U.S . term for A1ne:rindian medicine man with sirnilar functions. 

Rainmaker s i'l.nd witches have great influence in ~. orne tribes: 
the forn10r are often co:~.sulted, not only regarding the ~leather, but alsc. 
on other matters. When rc :n ,--;.l1 not come they send off the young n1en 
to catch a baboon, (a difficult matted for the purpose o:f gaining time. 
Alexander 'lJ'estern Africa I 1837 

rain gueep., t~ n . prop. pl. - s 

2, 16, 19. The Mojadji (Mujaji) or hereditary queen of the Lobedu, 

S . Sotho, tribe who by divine right of queenship has affinity with the 

e l ements and special medicines inherited from her predecessors . 

Informant Prof. Eileen Krige . See a lso quot. at ( l}tickey 24 and 

Mod1~.i...2. 

Last of the g reat " rain queens" in the Transvaal was lvluj a ji, 
that withered and famous old woman who was known to Rider Haggard . 
. . . For centuries the r ain queen was expected, in her old age, to pass 
on her secrets to a daughter or younger woman, and then to com1nit 
ritual suicide by t aking poison. Mujaji was prevailed upon by 
missionaries to break this savage tradition, and she died of old age. 
Lawrence Gre e n These Wonders to Behold 1959 

LamJ.~ie(tjie) Lram'k'fk'l, - cl] E-.· pl. - s 

15. Formerly a primitive stringed i nstrument of the Bushmen and 

Hottentots as described below: now usu. in dirnin. for m /"'"'-"' tjie, a 

home made ins trument esp. among coloured children, usu. with four 

strings and sound box made of a 5 litre oil can [now somewhat ousted by 

the cheap guitar] . 

In. the evening we were entertained b y a Bushwon1an, in the 
service of Nel, playiltig on the Raamakie - an instrument about forty 
inches long by five broad. and having the half of a calabash affixed to 
the one end, with strings somewhat resembling those of a violin. With 
this instrument she produced a dull monotonous thrumming, in which my 
ear was unable to t race anything like regular melody. Thompson 
Travels inS. A. I 1827 

[Mr. fr . Nama. Hott. r amgi-b poss . via Port. + dimin suff. - tjie] 

rampi( s n y )J ,._ vb phr. aS_.!1. prop. ~>''of"\."f'l, 1<s'l'l.e ... :r] 
25. T he Malay Feast of the Orange leaves held as a celebration of 

the P rophet's birthday: see quot . 

• . . the Feast of the Orange leaves is h e ld. On this occa.sion the 
women go to the mosques on Saturday afternoon from two o'clock till 
sunset. They s it on the carpeted iloor on which the men assembl e fo r 
prayer and on which the women a nd children, on other occasions, look 
down from the galleries . Here the afternoon is spent cutting up o r a nge 
leaves , dippin g them in costly, S\oveet-smclling oils , and tying them up in 
sachets ( Rampi ' s , from the Malay rampai : a mixture) Du Plessis 
The Cape Ma!.e.Ys 19-44 



375 

... cutting up orange leaves on small boardf: nsing special 
knives . The p:1eccs W•~re put on trays and spri:r;kled with rare oils. 
The practice i s known as _rampi- sny. Cape Times 18. 5 . 70 

[ fr. Malay_~= mixture+ Afk. sn:y = cut] 

ramsammy [ 1 roern,s;~em'(] ..!!..·~ · 

· 19, ?.5 . A common first name for
1 
Hindu men ·. see sammy 25, 19 . 

. ~n· combination: ~-·q-ras ~: 28: t::-i lher of two grass species of Natal 

St~notaphrurn secundaturn, also known <JS buffalograss/buffelsgr~ (qv) 28 , 

or Imperata cylindrica. 

ramsammy g ras s . the fir st \VOrd of the vernacular name is 
a corruption of Rama swami (11 Lord Ran•a''} and is used as a sort of 
generic name for Indians in Natal, contracted in the Cape to 11Sarnrpy. 11 

C.A. Srn:i.th Common Names of S. Afr. Plants 1966 ;• 

[ fr. Hindi Rama (god) + swami == lord] 

~1d [rlint, rant] n. pl. -e 

( 1) 22. Also rant: a ridge of mountains or hills, a typical feature of 

the S. lur . lands cape: see also bult 2?, ko~ 22 and quot. at ribbok 6. 

I shall never forget the scene . . . in the early morning, when 
there were still shadows on the rante, and a thin wind blew through the 
grass Bosman Mafeking Road 1947 1969 edit. 

The v e ld consists of iron stone rante, .v leis and sweet karoo flats. 
Farmer' s Weekly 3. l. 68 

freq. in dimin. form r-:'. jie ['ra:r9-lcl', - c(J a low ridge, in place 

names 27a Randjies laagte, Randjie Alleen. 

Here and there a few kopjes relieved the monotony of the view, 
and every few miles, randjes, or low stony hills, stretch acro ss the 
plains. Brinkman Breath of the Karroo ] 915 

(2) -rand-, n. prefx and suff. 

27a. Ridge: found in S . Air. place names usu. with n . e . g . Witwaters­

rand, Bosbok:rand, Randburg, Randfontein. 

He ha:d staked out six thousand acres of land on the grassy slopes 
of the Witwatersrand, the Ridge of White Waters, and built for his 
delicate wife a pondakkie hut in which, anxiously, they awaited the 
birth of thei r f i :rst-born. Brett Young They Seek a Country 1937 

[ Afk. fr. Du. _rand= r idge ( + dimin. su££. - jie}] 

( 3 ) Rand, the1 n. prop. 

22, 30. The gol d mining area of the Transvaal, also known as the 

Reef (qv) 22, 30 of which Johannesburg is the chief city: see quot. at 

Kaffer circus 30 . 

. . . there is hardly a family in many of the reserves without a 
member who i s working or has worked o n the Rand Goold-Adam s 
S.A. To-d~_d To-morrow 1936 

In combination-~ lord(s) 19 , 30, the great tycoons of the R c:md of 

the 1890s and after, · cf. Hon g . K taipan, A n g. Ind. nabob. 

" The Nineties" says a hi s torian, 11 •.vere the hig h and balmy days 
of the great Randlords. Johannesburg seemed nearer to London than 
any English town. 11 Brian Roberts Churchilhin Africa 1970 



376 

The Golden Ag1:~ of the great Randlords ... ,·.-as in the pcJ:iod 
1890- 19 1(' . .. , They came to conquer and conquer they did. They 
were a glamorotlS anc~ exciting fraternity, those :;iants nf the past ... . 
Round all of them wa~ an dement of magnificence which con tin;lally 
made the front pa3e news. Where arc the Randlords todayr:' Dead. 
All dead . .. . And I cbubt we'll sec their like again. Aida Parker in 
Personality 8. 1. 70 

[abbr . fr. Witwaters ·rand, see quot. at (2)-_£,nd-] 

(4 ) ran~ [1·0..nt] !!· pl. ¢, [raend] n. pl. C/J o:.· - s . 

24. The unit of S. Afr. curr (;r:;:;y consisting of 1('0 cents , usu. paper 
~) h 1. • l . m o ney, one r-/ , ~ r-'_, t en,......._; notes, t oug11 one r--' co1ns co e,:·nst: 
f\ 

theiS.ruge..!......C"".-1 is of gold (one ounce)' first marketed in 1970, at R25, 

now varying in val uc between Rl lO and Rl50; see quot. 

The informer bought three -packets of dagga with t he one Rand 
n ote and received 25 cents change ... S.\V . Herald 14. 5. 71 

Already millions of rand have been spent to prepare Darnaraland 
for separate developrn ent . . . E. Province Herald 28. 9. 72 

South Africa's Kruger rand is the most sought- after gold coin 
in the world today. Its overseas sales have earned around 
R270-million in foreign exchange - and there ' s more to come. Cape 
Herald 14. 9. 7 4 
[ fr. ( 3) Rand] 

r -1 
.ra.nt LrantJ n. pl. -e 

22. See ( 1) rand 22 and quot. at ribbok 6. 

Rapportryers [ra'port,re::r.a(r)z, -s] pl:._I!-· prop. 

4b. An Afrikaner political organisation: see also qu.ot. at ( Z)Vc.oy_:: 

trekke r 4b. 

The B ro cderbond1 s concern about membership of the Rapportryers 
arises from th e fact that the Rappo rtryers are one of the Bond's froat 
organisations and can be sa.id to be controlled and dominated by the 
Broederbond. Sunday Times 8 . 10. 72 

[ Afk. ~SJ.rtryer = dispatch r ider] 

rate.L [•ra.ta l] n. pl. -s 

6. The Cape badger Mellivora ca.pensis of the Mustc lidae: 

omnivorous hat called honey badger from its liking for honey a nd for 

robbing wild hives . 

A ratel, the d estroyer of bees ' nests, crossed our path; the 
Tambookie dogs soon overtook it, and kept it at bay u ntjl t he assegais put 
an end to it. Its sten c h when kill e d was intolerable far exceeding that 
of the pole cat. Philipps Occurrences in Albany e>,.nd Caffer-la!ld 1827 

.. . it is a long time since a r a t el, or honey badger, was seen in 
the Peninsula. . . . A ratel i s a vicious opponent, often more than a 
match for a pack of dogs. Lawrence Green Grow Lovely Grow~ng Old 
1951 

[ Afk. 12tel fr . Du. r atcl_~~~fr. heuning/r_~.at = h oneycomb] 
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rather1 adv 

29adv. U sed as an equivalent of 'instead' fr eq . placed at the 

end of a sentence, e . g . Let's jol on the grass r a ther ( child). 

" But tha t' s what I've been saying also, 11 Oupa Bekker persisted. 
11 1 say why doesn't Jurie rc.:.ther go in his mule- cart:? 11 Bcsman 
Jurie Steyn' s Post Office J 971 

[unknown, poss. fr. Aile ).iewer /s::: rather, instead] 

rather ve.l::£_ inten!:;ifier 

Substand. 29adv. 10. Somewhat, a bit:usu. as intensifier of adj. 

The work is rather very difficult. African student 

Since I saw you I've been rather very ill. Karroo informant 
(woman} 

~~~ 
[trans. Afk. pietjie baie::: (somewhat, 

banyak= a l ot, mud~] 

rations, p l. n 

lit. ' a little , a l ot' fr . Mal ay 

7. A l so: form e rly, boys' meat (qv) 7: meat usu. beef brisket supplied 

by butcher s as servants' meat, appearing as f"-/ or a bbr. 'rats: on 

invoices . 

~· 211: 
29adj . 10. As in Brit. 'r--' recruit1 , inexperienced: in SAE usu. 

applied to a n African who has not been exposed to civilization, town 

life etc. 

My other maid doesn't know Monday from Friday - she's raw, 
but r e liable. Cape Times 13. 4 . 73 

reclassification, n . 

4b. S ee under reclassify 4b, 19vb, 

rec l a ssify, vb usu. pass . 

4b, 29vb. To assign to another group an individual a lr eady classified 

(qv) 4b in terms o£ the Population Regi str ation Act as belonging to a 

specific r acial group . [Under certain circumstances, e . g . as vdshing 

to marry outside the assigned racial group , or always having lived as 

a member of another, such persons can apply for .!_~clCl. ssification 4b . J 
A Durban Col oured woman ... who was acqui tted in January of 

contravening th e Immorality Act with her White boyfriend, i s still 
battling to be re-classified as a White. Daily News 9. 6. 70 

[ fr . clas sify {qv) 4b, 29vb] 

::~ R.A. U. [ rall] n. prop. 

34. The Rand Afrikaanse Univcrsitei t, Johannesburg 

[ acronym of above] 
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rector, n. pl. - s 

34, 19. Also rectrc1>s: the principal of an Afk. univers ity or other 

college. 

VACANCY FCR REC TRESS Department of National Education 
Sunday Times Advt. 5. 9. 71 

Hostess at a recent garden party in Alice was Mrs . H. de Wet 
wife of the Rectc r of Fort Hare. With her i f; one of the guests 

of honour . . . E . Provii,•:· e Herald 24. 5. 74 

[ fr. Du. rector_= headmaster, principals fr .. '--'atin] 

red, adj . or n. 

(1) 23. Of or pertaining to the Xhosa Ama Qaba people who use red 

clay or ochre on their bodies and/or blankets: see second quot. 

11 Do all the people in the Transkei b elieve these things ? 11 "No, 
not all the people but the Red people. 11 11 Red people? 11 11 The people 
who smear clay on their bodies." Gordon Four People· 1964 

Blacks who wear tribal headwork and dress are called in Xhosa 
"amaQaba", a nan1e which signifies that they worship their ancestral 
spirits . Beautiful tribal dress, headwork; son2s and dances are the 
media employed in their worship but in everyday life those who adhere 
to thi s belief are recognised by the red ochre or clay which they apply 
to body, blankets and clothing . This · is the colour beloved by the 
ancestral spirits ar~d so their followers are called "Red People" . The 
colour of the ochre varies with the tribes from palest orange to deepest 
red. J. Broster cit. Panora ma Dec.l974 

[ fr. colour of clay] 

( 2) 29adj . Loosely u::>ed, often by Africans, of any reddish brown o::: 
( 

russet colouring esp. of cow or other animal. See quat. at ngon.i 11; 

also a variety of Africander (cattle) ll. 

His entire herd of 175 Outstanding Red and Yellow Africande:~c"s 
81 Young Red Cows - All with calves 5 Old Red Cows - All with 
cal ves 8 Dry Red Cows . . . Farmer ' s Weekly Advt. 20 . 3 . 74 . 
( 3 ) 29adj . 20. Sect (World War II): of or pertaining to the oath taken 

by S.Afr. servicemen to signify willingness to go a.nywhere in Africa, 

or to the tabs or flashes worn on their uniforms an evidence of this 

undertaking: see quot . 

. . . a soldier with the red tabs of the South African Army and 
pilot's wings on his unbuttoned tunic . . . Walker _§_l.!_apeles s Flam~ J. 951 

He took the red oath, which meant that he would go anywhere in 
Africa, and t h ey gave him red flashes to put on his shoulders . But the 
red oath, to those who would not take it, meant on1y one thing, that the 
wearer of it was a Smuts man, a traitor to the l anguage and struggle 
of the ..A...frikaner people, and a lickspittle of the British Empire and the 
E nglish King> fighting in an English '\var that no tl·ue Afrikaner would 
take part in. P aton Too Late the Phal'l!...~~ 1953 

r edbait, n. 

12. Also rooi-aas 12: a type of sea squirt, of the Ascidiaceg...£z_ 

enclosed in a thick cartilaginou s covering popular arr1ong fishermen 

for bait~ ~:>.l,.,.c:. ~'(e.)" c\\(JC/fo~ \"'2- ' 

Now that I have converted you to dogfish, hov.;· about some 
r edbait? Thi s humble sea-squirt is not good company when o l d, and 
rr1any an angler's wife has had r eason to complain bitterly of the 
lingerin g a r orr.a. Fresh red bait, however, can bt! used as an 
ingredient in fish soup. Lawrence Green S. Afr . B c< chcomb er 19S8 

[proh . tl·ans . Afk . .!._QOi..£!:~ = red bait, can-ion] 
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_Eed~ish, n. pl. ~ 

12. Geperal term for fish of red skin colouring esp. the _dag~_raad (qv), 

M_is s_L~ (Red stumpnose) (q v): also dikb~k(kie) known as 'reds' : 

see (Z) panga, all 12. 

I'm so sorry no kob tcday - only redfish. Mind you the reds 
are tasty even if they are a bit bony. Informant Fishmonger 
Grahamstown 1972 

11. Usu. 2:.£2.~ 11: any of several good pasture grasses with 

a reddish ting e, including species of Cvmbopogon, H.YP2-rrhenia and 

Th.§.!r1eda. 

100 good camps and excellent red grass grazing with carrying 
capacity 50 head of cattle and 500 sheep. Farmer's Weekly Advt. 
21.4.72. 

[trans . A fk. _rooig r§:_.i] 

req ~ot pol::e!..2 n. pl. - s 

13. Any of several species of Kniphofia with cylindrical flame coloured 

flower heads like those of aloes: also called soldier 13, _!orch lily_13: 

also Brit. see quot . 

.!~d hot pol<;~ . . . the vernacular name was apparently first 
coined.for _K . U~§._!ia in English gardens, and subsequently (probably) 
after ld20 applied to this species in the field from the, suggestion of a 
glowing poker conveyed . . • C. A. Smith Common Na:ines of S. Afr. 
Plant:? 1966 

~!L.. 
29red. Items used redunantly in SAE are of several kinds: most appear 

as head words of entries in this text. 

(a) interpolated Afk. particles, see darem 1 _!Daar, ~z ~..!?m~ 

(b) items usu. translated, redundant in various structures, see again? 

.2-ill_adY.,.; article .. redund~nt (also third person address); b~-~y; but (see 

only (1) (?.)~ litp~ only (3) (4); ~; ~; sdll: ~hat; _y.rith, \re~. 

(c) _!!egative s (qv~; 

(d) tautologous phrases e. g. horse riding, ~gar diabetes , now..:.!?~. 

(qv) 10, y e llow jaundi_c~ also finish( ed) and klaz,_r (qv) 10. 

[ [ {e) suff.. - ist in s b.otti s t (qv) 19, 20]] 

See also omission§ 29 and pr e positions 29. 

redwat~ n . and n . modifier 

(1) 11. A febrHe disease of cattle s i milar to gallsickness (qv) 11 cau sed 

by a pa.rasite t1·ansmitted by the blue tick which d estroys the red blood 

corpuscles: the1:'- e wastes a r e coverted to excess bile, some of which 

causes jauncU.c e. af. in _gallsickness and some excreted b y the kidneys 

causing red culouration of the urine ~ 
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The Division o.f Veteri!lary Services r eported that redwater 
was the most trouble::ome di~ease in cattle he :?.·ds in most parts of 
the country dtu·ing th t: past year. E. Province H e rald. 9. 12. 74 

As modifier: 

Cattle that have live d for several generations in redwater area·s 
become less suscept:.ble t o the disease than are freshly introduced 
cattle. The calves of such cattle get a mild form of the disease, 
al~hough some may die of it, the rest are then immune. HandJ::s:ok f~ 
Farmers in S. A. 19 37 

Combination r--J veld l ]. , ::t!·<- <::. s in which-~ fever is endemic, see 

quot. above. 

The animals 
extremely healthy. 

(2) redwate r 16. 

ha.en1aturia. 

reds, n. 

run on Virulent redwater and gallsick veld and are 
Farmer's Weekly 20. 3. 74 

Coll. name for bilharzia, abo characterised by 

12. Dikbek_(kie) 12 or pan~ 12: see also redfish 12. 

reebok [ •r:c.abok, ri:-] 
1( 

See rhebuck 6. ----
!1.. 

( l) 6. 

(2) 27d. Rhebuck: in place name Reebokrand, also Rhebokfontein. 

28 prefx to plant names ~blom, see rhebokblom 13, ( 3) 

ribboksuring , Rumex angiocarpus 28. 
[ see rhe ·~uck/bok 6] 

R e ~~ t b e !!.:_E..X:...O..£. 

22, 30 . The heavily urbanised a nd indu strialised goJ.d mining a rea 

centering upon Johannesburg as . the largest of severa1large cities usu. 

lmown as the r-1 towns 22: the Witwatersrand: see also (3)Rand. 

r[ presum. Eng. r eef: a deposit of ore] ~ . ~ ~ ~ 
I ~ ,. ~'J .,..,.,..._ '\\..-._ ~ ~ ~,.- ll->... w s.s. ""'~ 6-o 

~~\t._ ~:\\ ~ V. ~~· I'IJ\_,,,_ev~ \\'\ \'1 '2-

r eference book! n . pl. - s 

4b,2. An idP.ntity document carried by ail Africans containing details of 

domicil e , employment and other personal data: intr oduc e d by law in 

1952 repealjng the l?.ass_ (qv) l avts ~~r.~~f~~._.., s instead: 

see also domboek/E:.£.:;<>_10, 2, {4b)/. cf. Bo'ok of Life (qv) 4b. 

The movemertt of Bantu work- seekers and labourers is controlled 
by the i r having to car!"y a personal document, the refe rence book that 
may be compared to a passport. This system of issuing reference books 
has cert2.in advantages over the former ''pass" system. Tomlinson 
Commission Report 1955 (Government Printer Pretoria) 

Chief Gats ha Buthelezi of KwaZulu yesterday denounced reference 
books as symbols of oppres s ion and the greatest cause of resentm ent 
between Whites and Africans. W a ving his own passbook in the air, the 
Chief :t·eminde d th e ~pedal session of the KwaZulu Legisla tive Assembly 
in Nongoma that he had been arrested several times for not carrying it. 
Cape Times 18. l. 73 
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Ref~!:::S..9:Sh~r ch..t. _!l._prop. pl. -- es 

Obs. l-Est. 17, -1a. T h:-. Dutch R.cforrncd Church {qv ) 4a while the Cape 

was u nder B r it. rule; see also qua t. at P<?litical Co:mn:"!_issione..r. 19, 4a. 

Reformed Chu:r ch 
Wilhelm Buss inne Esq . Political Commissioner 

Elders ..... . 
Deacons 

r eggie [' reXJ'1 n. pl. - s 

Slang. 8, 10. Abbr. of regpaker (qv ) 8, 16 . 

..r~gmaker [ 1 rex1mul-;:a{r)] n. pl. -s 

( 1) Coll. 8, 16. A drink or o t her stimulant or medication 'the 

morning aft er' taken as a cure for a hangover : abbr. reggie, (vulga1) 

8, 16: see babal aas 8, 16. cf. Brit . 'hair of the dog that bit you . 1 

.• . the search for the ideal 'regmaker' goes o n . "\Ve decide d to 
ask those potentially bes t qualified to know- the dispensers o:f the 
potential hangover - the barmen ... a barman from Kensington . .. 
says there i s no thing better than a pint of cold beer as a much needed 
'regmaker . 1 Cape Herald 22. 9. 73 

(2) As n. prop. the trade name for anti-hangover t ablets: also the 
official Journal of A l coholics Anonymous . 

A charn1ing t rue story culled from the pages of Regmaker, t he 
official journal of Alcoholics Anonymous . . . T he Star 6 . 10. 72 

Stop leading a dogs lif e , t ake Regmakers . Every R egmaker ..• 
contains enough (non-habit forming ) caffeine to put you back in human 
shape again. It 1 s the caffeine content that makes Reg m akers the 
extremely fast, hig hly effective means to rid yourself of a hangover 
Personali ty Advt . 18 . .10. 74 

[ Afk . fr. Du. recht = right + make.r = maak + a gent. suff. _- er] 

Rehoboth( er) .!?;,.: pl. - s 

23. See Basta(a)rd, Baster 23. 

r e l ease1 vb trns. 

4b, 29vb. See quot. cf. ~£..~ 4 b , 29vb. 

The farms in the district wer e 11 rel eased11 (declared Black 
territory) som e time a g o l:ut there had been no m o vement as yet. 
E . Province Herald 2 . 8 . 74 

remskoen [ 1 r em, skun] n. 

31~ 26. A lock shoe of heavy timber used to brake the rear 

wheels of a wagon b efore the invention of t h e screw operated brake: see 

fi:rst quat. [ wagons l acking a ,......_/ paid higher toll than those so fitted. 

see second qLIOt.] 

3 0 April 1811 The remschocn (lock- shoe or skid), is a log of 
wood, generally about eight inch es square, and nearly t wo fe e t long, 
h aving a g:r.oove in it to receive the felly of the wheel; and i s furnished 
in front with a stout loop of twisted raw hide. Burchell Trave l s I 1822 
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upon every wheel of evc1·y four wheeled vehicle not provided with a 
wooden shoe (rernscho e n) or an iron shoe not less than eight ir..ches broad 
... 3d. C~c Almanac and Di~ecto_!Y for 1866 

figur. 19. One who impedes progxess, an obstructive perr3on cf. · Brit. sti<:_k-

in-th e-n1ud. ~ partY.J;olitics 4b, ultra-conservative or obscurantist policies. 

Those arguinn- against the Act were 'sukkelars', ancl formed a 
"remschoen' ' · He [ General Bot hc:L] asked them to co-operate in making the 
Act a success. E. Province Hcra)d 27. 10. 1911 

[ Afk. fr. Du. remmen = to brake + _. •.:L~ = shoe] 

renoster- [rd'no'st;:,{r)-] n. pre£~. 
(1) 27d. Rhinosceros: found inS. Afr. place names Renosterkop, Renoster­

spruit. 

(2) 28. Prefx in plant names esp. ~ bos (qv) 28: also --~.....1 gras, Era_gr_o~ti.~ 

_<;~~laj __:--1 kweek, Cynojon ~actylon said to have b een favoured by the 

rhinos cera s. 

[ Du. renoster = rhinosceros] 

r enosterbos(sie) [rd 1 n;std(r),bo's(i1J n. pl. f/;, -s. 

28t 11. ~l'<?J?....~S r hinoceroti s, a troublesome weed; a greyish blue- green 

shrub of up to 3 feet high which characterises large tracts of veld where it has 

encroached on the grazing or fallow wheat l ands , often as a direct result of 

veld burJ-?1filg~v..:Ach encourages th e growth; [al so as a result of 'having been 

carried through the Colony by the brandy distilling Boers of old time, who us e d 

~t as dunnage in packing the casks on their wagons.' Wallace Farr.Q.ing_ 

Inchstries of the_s=;ape Colony l8q6.] [Farm8rs in the Cl8 believed the invasion 

of their land by rv' was in retributi on for their sins~* see quat. a t y~s- no 10 . 

• . . a neat pale bushy shrub, of the height of three or four feet, called 

Rhenoster bosch (Rhinoceros bush) and said to have formerly been the food 
of the huge rhinoceros, till tho se a nimals fled befoxe the colonists, as these 
gradually advanced over the country where the shrub grows. Burch ell 
Travels I 1822 

Tumbleweed, prickly pear, rhenosterbos, and jointed cactus invaded 
the territory of the edible grass and nutritious plants. De Kiewiet Hi~r_y 
of S. A. Social and Economic 1941 

[ Afk. fr . Du. renoster = rhinoscex-os +bas cogn. bush] 
>:~known in t h e E . Cape as bo e bo:S fr . Xh. ibhubhusi: 

~,-

Rent- a- bakkie 1 !!·prop. 

31, 30. See bak]<ie: commerci a l organisations specialising in hiri!lg out 

b akkies {qv ) 31 or other light delivery vehicles. 

_H.epubli c, the n. p r op. 

4b. Abbr . of the Rep_ublic of Sou t h Afric£,_used in speech and writing: see 

R .S.A. 4b1 also Unj on, the 4b . 

In the Republic \Ve might talk with pride of our veld but it is doubtful if 
such pride is jus t if i ed on today ' s picture. Farmer ' s Weekly 20. 3. 74 
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request hrm Lplac~. n. pl. - s 

Hi st. 17 . A farm not exceeding 3000 morgen (qv) ll; see also _pJ rtc~·.• 

full 11: granted on application. d. Austr . Hi st. free selector/ 

.§ .. election of Crown Land, Canad. location 

A boor, upon eli s covering water on a suffici ent quantity of 
unoccupied land, forwards, through the secretary ·:·f his district, what 
he terms a "request" for '~ place, - that is a rnemcrrial, as~<.ing for a 
grant of 6000 acres; . : . Thompson. Travels in S . A. II 1827 

The Rents hitherto received by the Colonial Government have not 
yet exceeded a third of the surn likely to accrue to the Revenue when the 
survey of the numerous "Request Farms'' now in progress shall have 
been completed and the occupiers put in possession of their title deeds. 
S. Afr. Almanac and. pirecto _ _Ey_for 1831 (Greig) 

[ fr. Du. rekwest = application] 

r eserve(s), n. usu. pl. 

Obsolescent:~- usu. N~!ive~ _ : l ands occupied by Africans usu. under 

tribal conditions; now replaced by (Bantu) Homelands (qv) 4b,2 : see quot. 

at donga 11, 22. d. U.S. Vndian) Reservation, Canad. (Indian)Reservc. 

Under existing laws in South Africa the owner s hip of land by 
Africans is limited to the areas known as Native r e: s erves. Outside 
these areas ... Africans may not own land, and within them ownership 
in most cases is by tribal tenure and not by private title. Handbook on 
Race Relatiops in S. A~ 1949 

.One step toward this goal should be the gradual extension of h ome 
rule to the Natives in the areas they now occupy, na r.oe:l y the Reserves, 
or, as some say, 'the Bant-u Fatherland.' E.deSl_3rumme:r :?roblems and 
Tensions in S. A . 1955 

Some persons in the government hope to meet this probl em by 
offering inducements and exerting pressures upon new indu s tries to 
locate near the Res e:::-ves. * I bid 

[*see Border AreaL Border Industry 4b.] 

resettlc(men.t), E:· an.d n . modifier, vb also trns. 

4b. Removal of Africans, esp. those endorsed out (qv) 4b, 29vb of 

urban areas, f rom one area to another, usu. in an African homeland (qv) 

4b in terms of l egislation providing for thi s; as modifier rJ can2.P..1... 

~ areas, ,..._; rernovals . 

The n ew native resettlement bill of the Nationalist government 
provides for a natives ' resettlement board which would compel and 
override city councils which refuse or fail to carry out the provisions 
of resettlement legislation. De Kiewiet F e ars and Pressures in the 
Union of S. A. 1954 --

Appealing to the Government to halt all removals of African s to 
home l and "resettlement" areas, Mrs. Su zman said the filr:n [I~ 
Durr2J2i~Grounds] h c:.d exaggerated in saying th e re were four million 
Africans to be removed, but otherwise appeared to be factual. Daily 
Dispatch 10. 5. ?1 

[ fr. Native Resettlement Acts] 

resin bu sh, n. pl. - es 

32. Any of numerous species of Euryops; see ha rpuisbos 32. 
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rest, vb and n. 

Sect. Farm. 11, 29vb. Usu. in con1bination tor-~ a camp; to 

refrain from using a canlJ?... (qv} 11 for grazing in order to allow the 
2veld (qv) 11 to recover; to practice rotational gra :dng, see veld__ 

management 11 and stock reduction scherne 4b, 11: as n the non-use 

of a grazing camp for a ce:l'tain period: see quot. 

Similarly, when dec .- ding on the time a camp should 
come out of rest it "\Vas not wise to rely on the calendar or the overall 
look of the veld. E. Province Herald 3. 12. 74 

.!.§.St ~arnE_, n. pl. - s 

15, 31, 18. Accommodation for visitors and holiday makers in Game 

Reserves is so designated: [ a ,-../ consists usu. of a cluster of 

rondavels (qv} 18 in a fenced enclosure . ] 

. . . and the Krugersdorp Game Reserve just outside the town 
where a great variety of buck1 big game, lion and even giraffe may be 
seen. The Game Reserve provides a rest- carnp with a swimming bath 
and rondavels where visitors can spend the night. Panorama Jan. 1974 

LIONESS OCCUP IES REST CAMP LOO 
An elderly lioness has taken up residence in the only ablution b lock 

of a rest camp in the Kalahari Gemsbok National Park and is jealously 
guarding h~r new home from intrusion by visitors to the camp. 
E. Province Herald 13. l. 75 

~vex: end, n. pl. - s 

19,4a, Sect. Jewish. A Jewish scholar who lacks rabbinica~ qualifications 

employed to minister to a congregation. 

There's such a small J evvish community here that there isn't 
even a real rabbi here •·. we just have a reverend. Informant E. Cape 
1968 

... the use of the word 'Reverend' as a noun, i.e. " a person 
employed as a 'Reverend' by a congregation." In practice this applies 
to partly qualified Jewish ministers, i.e. those without a Rabbinical 
diploma. Letter Eric Rosenthal 23. 5. 72 

rhebuck/bok ['ri,bt-.k, -,bok] n. pl. (} 

6. Either of two species of smallS. Afr. antelope ~~E;;Jlu.S'--R'eelu-B.'·G.a:;v ­

the red/rooi ~ with curved horns ~a fi)edunc a~ iulvorufula 

or the vaal/ g r ey~- Pe1ea f~1bc.\u;.r-~capr eo1us with straight horns. 
"" 

Oth e r bu ck in the r eserve are r eed- buck, vaa lrh e ebok, rool­
rheebok, bush--bu c k ... G ro co t t 1 s Mail 11. 4. 72 

Graa ff- Reine t: Op e n seaso n f or buck (ordinary g am e - May 3 1 
to July 31. Blesbok, r e d rh ebuck a nd s teenbo k d eclar e d or dinary ga.rne . 
. . • Hum a n s d o rp w ards 5 a nd 7: Gr ey rib bok p rote cte d. Da ily b ag 
limits: S te e n bok one, g rys bok o n e . E . P r ovince H e r a ld 19. 3 . 73 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ = ro e , hind + bok cogn. bu ck] 
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rhebokblorn [ 1 ri 1 b'6k ·:~15m] n. 

13. Either of two sper:ies of (2 ) Afrikaner (qv) 13 Gladiolus "Tandis 7 

the brown/bruin AfrikarLer and G. tristis, the 1· e d/rooi Afrikaner 13. 

rhenosterbos(ch), n. 

32; 11. See _renoster·.:~.§_/sie 32, 11. 

Rhodes(gras s ), n . 

11, 28. Chloris gayana: perennial, hardy grass species which makes 

excellent hay and pasture, introduced by Cecil Rhodes from ;Rhodesia 

at Groote Schuur, his residence in Cape Town. 

Soil r ecently reclaimed from bush, now planted to eragrostis , 
Rhodes and kikuyu pastures, contoured and divided into 19 camps . 
E. Province Herald Advt. 10. 5. 74 

[ f r:. n. p r op . (Cecil) Rhodes] 

Rhodesian teak, n. 

32, 18 . Guiborti a coleosperma (roois ering): see also kiaat 32, 18. 

ribbetiie [' r:f b!ki, - ct] .!!· pl. - s 

7. Lamb or mutton ribs, or loin usu. i n combi nation braai /'-q, grilled 

over an open fire, or 2..._out ~- (qv) 7. 

Her range of culinary art wa.s limited to serving us with 
1 b raai ribbetjies 1 (grilled mutton chops) w i thout vegetables for breakiast, 
l unch and dinner . . . Jackson _Trader in the Veld 1958 

This consists of 4-6 l b of mutt·::>n or l amb . . . K eep t he r i bbetjie 
i n one piece, but chop through the bones so as to cut it i nto conveni ent 
servingpieces when gri lled. Eve ning Post 17. 10.70 

[ Afk. rib = rib(1oin) + dimin. suff. - (be)tjie] 

ribbok [ 1 r-r:b 1 (b )ok] n. pl. (/J 

6. See r h e buck / bok 6. 

Give me just a plain piece of r ibbok - just roas t ed on the ashes. 
Seeing that Jurie Steyn1 s was the only farm i n those parts where you 

could get an occasional ribbok in the rante . . . ·Bosman ~ 

e2:0\t,.Qliiye 19 7 1 ~~&.o.J 
t\"--o...~ -----
rid~ vb 

Call. [Substand. ] 29vb, 10. Also ~in, ~on (water ) {qv) : 

equivalent in SAE of convey, cart. d. transport riding/ er 30, 311 : 

see quat. a t misrybol 13. 

One of our neighbours h as put a fence across his road which we 
have been using for riding mealies to the railway siding for the last 
fifteen y e ars . Van Alphen Jan Venter S.A. P. 1929 

Farmers have to ride in fee d. Grocott1 s Mail 15 . 1 2. 72 

[ translit . Afk. (in)rr = convey, bring in] 
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.ride flat, vb phr. 

Substand. · 2.9vb, 10. To crush or flatten. 

In Graa(f Reinet we always 1 ride it flat'. Woman ex Graaff 
Reinet 1974 

[ translit. Afk. platr·r = flatten, crush, ride down] 

ride on wate1:, vb phr. 

Coll. 2.9vb, 11., 10. Sect. farming. To transport water, usu. for 

stock in time of drought . . 

It's t errible these days. I spend all my time riding on water 
and the red cats al'e getting at my sheep. Graaif Reinet Farmer 
31.1.70 

[ translit. Afk. water aanry = to convey, transport water] 

r idgeback1 n. pl. - s 

11. Usu. Rhodesian r-/ , a large smooth coated dog, originally bred 

in Rhodesia, brindled to pale brown in colour with a narrow strip or 

'ridge ' of hair about 30cm long g rowing upwards and crossways along 

the back. 

The finest type of Bushman hunting dog, a light brown ridgeback 
mongrel with dark stripes and a trace of the greyhound in his 
appearance, is now verging on extinction. Lawrence Green Where 
Men Still Dream 1945 

[ fr. appearance described above] 

ri em [ r1m] n.. pl. - s 

{ 1} 11, 18 , 31, 26. A thong of softened raw hide u sed for numerous 

purposes for which ropes would be used (s ee quat. at muid 24}, tethering 

domestic animals, l eading oxen etc . : see riempie 18, brE;_Y 11, 19, 2.9vb: 

combination os{ox) r--' : see quat. at (stoel}riempie 18: also in phr. 

brey/brei ,......_.,. s 29vb, 18 , see quat . 

. . . turned the cart over. We found it considerably damaged, 
but Ludwig, who is a most invaluable and indefatigable man, bound it 
together with 11 riems . 11 Bishop Gray Journal Part II 185 1 

We then 1kneehalted' them, which is done by fastening t he hea d to 
within about 18 inches of the knee by means of a Rhiem - a strip of hide -
just allowing them sufficient length to enable them to reach the grass 
to eat. Buck Adams Narrative 1884 

The Breying of Riems. The general practice is to stretch the 
skin directly the hair has been removed, and cut it into riems. such 
a riem i s 70 to 80 yards in length. It is looped over a breying-pole 
Handbook for Farmers inS. A. 1937 

Whips/Whipsticks/Riems. Boermaak Riems. 10ft . R5, 00; 
Strops R3, 00; . . . Farmer' s Weekly Advt. 7. 11. 7 3 

figur. l ink or fastening . 

Then the headman [of the Riemvasmaker.s] Mr Jacobus Basson, 
spoke. H e said: "the riem that was made fast 60 years ago was now 
being torn loose. 11 

••• 
111 don't know why we have to give up this l a nd, 11 

the h e3.dman said. 111 don't know -...vhy the Govermnent wants us to tear 
the riem loose. 11 E . Province Hera.ld 28. 1. 74 

[see a l so resettlement 4b. J 
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by transference of sign. used of actual rope. 

VANGRlEME ideal for Show purposes, ir1 10 metre lengths . 
(Also available in cot1:on. KALFRIE.ME in Nylon only. Length -
2 metres. Diameter- 12mm · Farmer's Weekly 20. 3. 74 

(2) 27e ~ fhong, fastenings : found i n place nam es Riemyasmaak 

( see quot. at (1) rierr.J_ and Riemland (Bethlehem district. ) 

There were mere· than enough hides for 11 r5.ems " ( straps), hence 
the name " RiE:mland11 • Many of the early inhabitants made their livi n g 
by selling riems, and the beams a:1d door- frame~: of their houses were 
made out of bundles of reeds held together by blesbuck rierns. 
Panorama May 1974 

[ Afk. fr . Du. riem = strap cogn. Ger·. Riemen = stripes, bands 

(.Y§._gg = catch, ka!!' cogn. calf] 

riempie [\r1mpl] n . pl. - s , and n. modifi er 

( l) 18. A fine narrow ri em (qv) of softened hide used for thonging the 

backs and seats of chairs, rusbanks (qv1 _!:>anki es. (qv) and katel s _(qv) 

all 18, and even for shoe-laces : see quot. at ~1, 19. c£. Canad. 

sh~anappi, rawhide thong. 

Thongs, called 11 ri mpies", made from the fine soft skins of 
bucks, are extensively employed by people living on the veld for 
pointing whip lashes , mending harness, and for the common -purposes 
f or which twine i s generally empl oyed in more densely populated places. 
W a llace Farming Industri es of the Cape Colony 1896 

11 Be seated, mynheeren, 11 said the h ospitabl e minister , pushing 
forward the stout teak chair s with riempie sea ts, which stood on the 
stoep. Fairbridge That Which Hath Been 1913 

In combinations !""-./ chair / stoel , steel~ s (qv) 18 etc. 

In this room the Englishman now had his bed, his bath, h is 
guns, two rimpie chairs, a yellow-wood table littered w ith paper s, 
pipes and tobacco jars. Pauline Smith The Beadl e 19 26 1929 edit. 

i n combi nation: s toel( chair) r--' . 

Best Hoermaak Osriems, 10 ft. Stoelriempies , Rl, 6 0 pound, 
Farmer's W eekly Advt. 3. 1. 68 

[ Afk. fr. Du. riempje = leather thong] 

( 2) vb trns. usu. pass. or as partie. 29vb, 18. To weave ~s, usu. 

i n an open criss- cross basket work pattern for the seat s and backs of 

chairs etc.; a l so bedsteads : see katel 18 . 

The seat is riempied with fine riempie in the pattern of caning. 
Baraitser and (Jbholzer Cape Country Furniture 1971 

[ fr . _g. r i empie] 

ri e t- [ r"'tt] n. prefx 

(1) 27c: Reed: found inS. Afr . place names prefx to~· u su. wi th 

connotations of water, e . g. Rietfontein, Rietvlei, Rietkuil, Rietbron . 

. . . a place called Rietfontein, occupied by a Griqua, 
Thompson Tl·avels in S . A . II 1827 

R i etbron, Riethuis , Rietkop, Rietkuil, Rietvlak, Rictpa.n, 
Rietwater , And sixteen Rietfonteins . A . E . Voss Song S. Afr . Place 
Names circa 1964 

( 2 ) -rie t , n . suff. 28. Reed: suffixed to the names of sever a l grasses 

e. g. d ek r-' (qv) 18, 28; soet /,...,___/ (qv ) 28, 14: 

[ Afk. fr . Du. cogn. reed] 
see a l so bicsie 18. ----
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rietbok [ 1 rit, b'OJ:.] n. pl. f/J 

6. Also 1·ecdbuck: any of several small S. A£r. antelope of the genus 

Redt~_!l£~.,_ esp .. ...!3:..:.....£!. C_2rvi.capra a~undimm:1~ which f requ ent reed beds 

and marsh) .:ylei (qv) 22 areas, and whistle shrilly i:f alarmed. 

A bushbuck barks like a dog and a reedbuck whistles like a bird. 
And if you watch a reedbuck when he makes his whj:;tle, you'll see it 
doesn't come from his thrCJat, but from a g l and-like opening on his 
flank when he contract -:; hi.s thigh muscles. Sunday Times 12. 8. 73 

li\\L ~ 0~ -~~, --r ~ ~· bv4.-J 

ri etbul [ 1 rl't, boel] n. p l. f/J 

12. Term for larger specimens of kabeliou {qv) 12 Sciaena ~1ololepidota, 

usu. preferring an estuarine habitat. Inforr:..'lant Hjalrnar Thesen 1974 

[ Afk. riet cogn. reed + bul cogn. bull] 

right1 not ac:U.:..phr. 

Call. 10, 16, 29adj . Not in one's r:ight mind, mentally abnormal. 

cf. Brit. U.S . .!!_Ot right/straight in the head and Jam. E. no{t) righte~ 

madj Austr . .9.i.£ped. 

The parson's narne is Damp. He is young but bald. He has not 
a wife he is a bacheldor[ sic] ... He i~ very strange sometimes. Charles 
says he is not right, but Hester our cook, says who is not right. All 
have a little mad i n them . . . Iris Vaughan Diary circa 1902 

[ prob. fr. Afk. nie heeltemal reg~~= not in full possession of the 

. , J senses; ...£!?E ::: r1gnt, sane 

rindcJ:'pest ~r..£nd<:>(r),pest] n . 

11, (4b). A virulent highly infectious cattle disease long known in 

Europe but with particular hist. sign. inS. A . where it broke out in 1896; 

described as 'the greatest shock ever sustained by the agricnltura1f:ommunity 

of S . A. ' Farmer~ Annual 1914: see quot_.,also q~ot. at b lue tongue 11. 

The settlers were, for the most part, simply beggared by war and 
rinderpest, the l atter from every point of view the most t e rrible 
calamity imaginable. The Milner Pa,p,ers 1931 Letter to Mr 
Chamberlain l. 12. 1897 

People today can have no idea of .. the terror that nov: unfamiliar 
word carried to the South Africa of the nineties. Rinderpest was a cattle 
plague, deadly, implacable, moving faster than the railway, through 
lands where there were no railways, without a cure, without regard to 
political or othe r boundaries . Jackson Trader on the Veld 1958 

24. Also used as a date landmark ( cf . 'flu 24, 2); and a s an informal 

expression of time 19, befor e the r---/ sign. a long time ago, cf. in th e 

year voetsak {qv) 10. 

My Dad boug ht this farm in the year of the rinderpest. Graha ms­
town Farmer 1973 

[ Ger. rind( er) = cattle (pl.} + p est fr . Lat . .E_esti~ = plague] 

_ringh9-ls , n. 

6 . \-\vnacha tu s hacmachat~, : see ri:nkhals 6. 
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ri11l~h·ds, t_~ "J; ~\.~\C...l ~1 ~· ~- f 
6 . Also ri!:ghals: ~~0!:!.& bakkop 6 : . \-\erl2~clg·.tus haemachat\-\_S or 

1 ringnccked cobra' closely related to the cobra (~i2) which s e ldom 

strikes but .spits or sprays its veno'm, which can cause blindness, 

when disturbed: hence te:rm .§_Enug(_~_.rit)slang( snake) . 

The Rinkh:1.ls, so ca:Jed because of a white nar1·ow band across 
its throat, is an cspecidly dangerous snake . . . E . Province Herald 
1. 11 . 1911 

I rushed out to s e e a hooded rinkhals rearing its head and 
swaying b ackwards and forwards The Star 22. 9, 7 1 

[ Afk. fr. Du . ring + hals = neck] 

ris sie ['r:t..si'] n. pl. - s 

14. A chilli or other hot pepper. 

Bosman found just over one hundred Afrikaans words with clear 
lvialayo-Portuguese origins; . . . Those hundred words included n<any 
vivid glimpses of the orient: .. . rissies (r ed pepper}, sambalbroek 

(wide trousers} ... and such every day words as baie (many) and nooi 
(girl }. Lawrence Green When the Journey's Over 1972 

[ Afk. fr. Malay via Du. ri sti es = cayenne pepper] 

ri•tual murder /kffiinQ", . n. pl. - s 

2., 16. · Murder or killing practised among certain tribes in which parts 

oi the b ody are used for ritual pu1·poses, witchcraft, medicine or 

spells: see lir etlo 2, 16; also quot. at E:J_~ 2, 16. (Post· 28. 6. 70). 

Our chiefs arc educat ed. men who understand the vagaries of 
climate. They are not likely to r esort to ritual murder to fill the 
ancient medicine horns. Anthony Fulton The Dark Side of Mercy 
1 968 

~g/killer. 

1 Ritual' killer sought. . . . policemen are hunting for a ritual- type 
murderer following the brutal killing of a . .. woman on Tuesday. The 
mutilated body ... was found on Wednesday . . . certain parts of her body 
h ad been cut out. E. Province Herald 27. 9. 74 

rixdollar [ 'r:l:ks,dp l~] n. pl. -s 

Hi st. 24, 17. The monetary u nit at the Cape first issued by the Dutch 

I • C v(h'\._~_...-...._ h ~~~l-: $., ~lu ~- 1 ~ 1.-:1 East nd1a ompany•w en 1t was''""'Wb-rt :---a~~~s """'--2.2gU.J...J.""'.e.~s: 

.,~s~ also schellinP, s killing, stuiwer 24, 17 . 

. . . the colonial paper rix- dollar of the Cape, first issued by 
the Dutch East India Company in 1781, was declared to be equal to 
forty-eight full weighed pennies of HollaP.d , (about 4:s sterling ), and which, 
unde r all its fluctuations, has generally been considered to be its normal 
value . . . . The value of the r5.x- dollar gradua lly sunk in exchange, till in 
theyea.r 1825 i t appears to h c-:ve reached its lowest point of depression, 
vi z . b e ]ow ls . 5d . T hompson T1·avels inS. A . II 1827 

Accounts ar e kept either in Pounds, Shillings, Pence a nd Farthings, 
or lUx-dollars, Skillings and Stiver s . 

1 Stiver equal to 3 /8 of a Penny 
6 Stivers - 2 1/4 Pence, or 1 Skilling 
8 Skillings . ..., 18 Pence, or l Rix- dollar 

S . A(r. Almanac and Djrecto_EY_for 1833 (Greig) 



390 

... an ea.rly Cape ~-;;hopt;e .per kept his account in ri x -clollars, sld.llings 
and stuivers, and reco1·cl cct sales ' 'Clf"th-e --simp1e fooclstuffs, h<n'·dwa-'l:·e 
~nd-G-l-G-i.~.hi-<Zh--c0-rrrpl"i.B·e~r-s--s-tock-;· ... In 17 3~) the value of a rix ­
dollar \?BS 2i· guilden or 50 stuivers, but·in 1770 it v1as changed to 48 
stulvers equalling four English shillings. In 1806 tl:.e official value of 
the rix-dollar was two shillings or 24 stuivers, but by 1824 it was only 
worth ls. 6d., and it was d.o;cicled to introduce Britj 8h currency. 
Gordon.:. B rown S . Afr. Heritag~ 1965 

[ fr. Angl. Du . . ri~s =imperial+ da<1!§er cogn. G er . Tha1e:rJ 

~~d ca~~:p, n. pl. .. s 

18, 4b, 31. Also Canad.: see National Road 4b, 18, 31 and padkamper 

19. 

roa d, in the/out of the, adv. pl. 

Substand. J.O. In the/out of the way. 

The old man told me that he was living with his son and his 
family but he was afraid of being 'in the r oad' ' I didn't understand him 
for a mornent - he meant he might be in the way. Bilingual speaker, 
Grahamstown 1972 

[ prob. fr. Afk. J.n die p_~£ = in the way, .E.§;.9: (qv ) = road] 

_Robben Island, E.:..E.E.2E· 

4b. {17 Hist.) An island in Table Bay, variously a penal colony, 

leper colony and rnental asylum: n ow a place of detention for political 

prisoners hence c---/ er 19, 4b., a political prisoner. 

May 8th 1855 The Kaffir Chief Seyolo conveyed to Robben Island, 
his strange conduct at Wynberg - having, it w as said, evidenced an 
aberration of the mind. Cape of Good_Hope Almanac 1856 

General Infirmary Robben Island Lunatic keF'per and Matron, 
J. Nutt and wife. Cape Town Dj.rector.x for 1866 

One day in 1921 we flew acro ss Table Bay and made history by 
l anding on the beach at Robben Island. The island, at that time, was a 
leper and convict settlement. Lawrence Green Where Men Still Dream. 
1945 

And m emories of six hard years on Robben Island~ where he was 
sent after being found guilty. Drum 8. 12. 71 

* 
Robben Is l and stone, n.. 

18. B l uish stone also called ~ s late us ed for paving and mormrnental 

purposes in the early days at the Cape . 

J. Fitzpatrick, Stone Cutter . . . B egs l eave to info 1·m the public 
tha t he h as cor.stantly on h a nd polish e d Robben Island stones of various 
sizes; and that he unde1·takes to cut out Inscriptions on Tomb stones at 
v ery moderate prices. C. of G . H. Almanac (Advt. ) 184 1 

[ fr . Du. rob (ben) = seal(s )] 

* at the installation of Chief Maqoma oi the Arnajingqi tribe a t the 
Great Plac e of the first Chief Maqoma (The old chi ef died soon after he 
was exiled t o Robben I s l and in 1874 by the Colonial Governrnent) .. . 
" There is one thing I wish to make clear " Mr. Seue [ Chi ef lv1i nistt~r o:f the 
Ciskei] said, " Robben I s land \vas not introduc e d by the Afl·ikanc::r . It was 
here in the time of Lord Charles Somer set. " E. P rovince Herald. 16. 12. 7 4 
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robot [ 'r<)'lfb'Ptj n. pl. - s 

31. Traffic li. :_;ht. ci. Brit. and U.S. ;robot1 autom2.ton. 

Between Cap,: Town and Port Elizabeth, if you take the direct 
route th1·ough Mossel Bay there ar e only four r obots - two in George 
and two in Knyt-na. lict Suid Western 3. 10. 74 

[ etym. dub. poss. h. automatic control of traffic] 

rock r2.bbit, n. pl. -s 

6. Usu. dassie (qv) 6 P.:::s>..£2-Via q-T_:~J:a::) cape~is. 

l also shot several Dass c s (or 
name of Rock Rabbit in the Colony. 
Interior of S. A.:. 1866 

:r_.o ck( spider), n. pl. - s 

the Cape Hyrax}. knowr.. by the 
Leyland Adventur =s Lt the Far 

Slang, Obj. 19: 10. An offensive mode of reference to an. Afrikaner, 

freq. in form -~·oclc : 

• I 

see also hai;r-x(ba_s-_lc), )zr~.§.iC 1 krans athlete, meaEe cru.t!Sl~~· .£!t:nch{!_.:...· 

all 19, 10. cf. Brit. £.951< sc..Q..!:_pi.on, a resident of Gibraltar, usu. a 

poli~ :!man, a~'(• "(~~~ 1 (}..- 1')\_Q",f." :..' ol/>"~~\-l 
He said a professor at the university who abhorred any form of 

censorsl-t . .ip took offence at the use of the word "rock spider." He gave 
the definition oi nrock spider " as a slang word used for an Afrika.ans 
p erson. The Star 11. 4. 73 

The committee held that the t erms ' ' rockspide:r 11 and ''hairyhack 11 

.•• were derogatory of a n d maligned Afrikaners as a whole. It also 
found the words to be gro :· sly racialistic and gross ly i nsulting overall 
to the Afrikaans community. Cape Times 4. 5. 73 

[unknown, pa ss . fr . Brit. use sign. (Gibraltar} ape] 

.!2.£!. [ r u: r, rtn:d r )] .!!· pl. - s 

20. Old fashioned, heavy long- barrelled gun. 

His gun or roer as the Dutchman calls it, is his never failing 
accompaniment. . . P hilipps 9ccurrence_s in A!£any anc( Caffer-l.and 
1827 

She turned •.. hurrying straight to the rack where t he guns were 
hung at the back of the voor~. They were all there: a great eleph2.r~t 
~,two old-fashione d muskets •• . Brett Young City of Gold. 1<)40 

I n combination Boer en(met) sy ,.....J , the prototype of the colonial 

Dutchn1an. 

The new unifo r m is complete ly South African and even it if does 
not have any direct link-up with the keen- eyed, straight-s hooting nBoer 
en sy roer 11 it does have i n it this element of basic simplicity to which 
has bee!l added the colour and gold braid so belove d of the great 
military powers of Europe. Farmer 1 s Weekly 12. 5 . 71 

This was the roer that created a South African legend and the first 
image of that heroic figure Die Boer met sy roer. Da ily Dispatch 
22.7.72 

[ Afk. ~ fr. Du. roer = long barrelled gun] 

l'Of.!St [ru~t] n . ----- ( ~-.... ~.) -
11, 2o.A. See .E.~~ 11 ~ 26. 

The Dutch call the blight whlch has destroyed the 
r ust it begins about the time of its coming ir. to e3r . . • 
NotE:: book 9th Feb. 18 26 

corn the :roest or 
Jame s Hancock' s 

[ Du. ruest = plant dis ease causing orange or r e d discol ouration] 
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roll.:.£§ ['r'61 1 b~s] n. pl. -se 

28, 32. Also roll~ bush applied u s u. to Sals~)la kal~. the stems of which 

break off from the roo;:stock as the plant dies off, after which it rolls, 

sometimes at great speed over the veld in the wind: occ . a fodder crop, 

see quot. d . U.S. tumbleweed, Ausi:r . roly-polyJ5rass). 

piled up agains .: the fences the up- rootul rolbos {tumbleweed) 
- thc:t stra_nge round T?ass of ashen- grey twigs, weightless, powerless, 

dn ven h1the r and tluther by the wind. C a pe Times 30. 7. 73 

... farmers are ~'lanting a v :1riety of crops on dry lands as 
grazing for their small sw..:k, On one farm a dense stand of rolbosse 
o_n 50 he~tares of ?ryland easily carried 200 dorper ewes from lambing 
tlme unt1l the lambs were weaned . . . E . Province Herald 9. 9 . 74 

·r o\\C1..-""'- : 
[Aik. fr . Du. l\cogn. roll+ bo s cogn. bush] 

.roll-bush, n. pl. - es 

28 . See rolbos 28. 

Far and ncar the skeletons of roll- bushes careered over the 
veld. Victor Pohl The Da-.•,rn and After 1964 

roma~_, n. pl. (/J 

12. Also red roman, a mari ne fish of t he Sparidae, ~hrysoplepJms 

laticeps , 

dageraad . !2: 

so called at the Cape, elsewhere da~:rhe,a4_, see 

see als o quot. at allewereld. 

there is also one peculiar to Simons Bay called r o man fish, 
from t -:!ing first found near a ro c k of that name in the entrance of the 
bay; i t is of the size and shape of the silver fish, and of a beautiful deep 
rose col our . James Ewart Journal 18 11-14 

I n the piping days of plenty, the red :roma n was not rated among 
t he finest of :fish. Its name is a co rruption from 1rooi man' OJ~ red rnan. 
To refer to i t as 'red' is, t h erefore, just a piece of tautology. 
Farmer's Weekly 18. 4 . 73 

[Either f r . Afk. rooi fr. Du. roode = red+ man or poss. as in fir s t 

quot.] 

ronda vel [, rbn' da.va l] n. p l. - s 

18. Also ron<lnwel (Afk. form ): a circular house, usu. of one room 

with a c oni cal thatched roof, r esembling an African hut in s hape, often 

a guest r oom, offic e etc. next to a far1n hous e or h o liday cottage, now 

prefabricated in kits in asbestos or steel and used as tool sheds, 

works hop s or on National road 4b, 31, camps {qv): see also quot. at 

zinc 18 and_peach pip floor 18 . 

Her h ome was made of two rondavels ( the circular o ne- r oomed huts 
with a COT1ica.l thatch <::d roof wh i ch the white man has adapted from the 
Native kraal) j o i ned together by a small kitchen and bathroom . Reed 
Somewhere South of Suez 195 0 

Natal. 
COTTAGES, Rondavels available, B lue Sea Cottages, Ifafa Beach, 

Farmer ' s Weekly Advt. 2 1. 4. 72 

[ etym. dub . poss. fr. Du. 1onqeel = round bastion or fr . ronrl cogn. 

round+ Malay de wala = wall, poss . Por t . roda = ring, wheel+ vall~ -· 

wall] >!<deriv . longdavel ( qv) 18 and squa.redave l (rar e ) . 

rond{ e) [ rbnd{a ), ron- J adj. prefx attrib . 

27i. Round, circular: found inS. Afr. place names in inflected attrib . 

form : Roudebcsch, Rondevlei. 
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ronderib [ 1 r'6nd'3,r~b] E:· pl. -s 

11. Africander {qv) 11 sheep also called blinkh2.ar (qv) 11: one of the 

original, indigenous fat- tailed sheep so call(!d from its well- sprung ribs. 

The Ronderib is mostly found in the western <:.nd north wedtern 
districts of the Cape Province. It is a hardy breed and thrives under 
semi- arid conditions . . .. 'fhough distinctly heavie:r than the Per sian, 
t he Rondcrib also may not i)e regarded as a desiral:le mutton breed for 
export purposes .... the re is an undr;sirable localizati on and abundance 
of fat. Handbook for Fan.> " rs ~,1 S . A. 1937 

Africander s FOR SALE . .. Ronderib Blinkhaar Africander 
rams R30 and studs R75. Also young ewes . .. The mothers of these 
sheep weigh up to 180 lb. live weight. Farmer's Weekly Advt. 20. 3. 74 

[ Afk. fr. Du. _rond(eJ = round+ rib] 

rondlop~ [ 1 r'0nt1lvdpa {r)] n. pl. -s 

* 19. Gadabout, tramp, vagrant or hobo_,A also rondganger , and occ. vb 

..!:.£..ndloop{ing ) cL Austr. ~wag1:.:;pn, lJS.~ 1 Canad. pack- S.£l.Ck citizen . 

. . . the oJ.d bell whic h tolled the hours, and where story has it, 
a rondganger hanged himself for love of a secunde' s daughter, still 
hangs there . . . Iris Vaughan Last of the Sunlit Years 19 69 · 

I got to know thi s country well when I was a child because my 
uncles and aunt were great rondlopers and holidaymaker s ar.d would 
pack up and go at the drop of_ a hat. Sunday Times 7 . J.l. 71 

[ Afk. ~ cogn. round + ~fr. Du. looE_~ = to go + agent. suff. -~ 
>:< one with wanderlust: 

rood [ru:d] n . pl. - s 

24. Dutch linear measure equal to 12. 396 feet (3. 78 metres) formerly 

u sed in S. A., also sguare r--l Dutch land measure 148. 7 52 square feet, 
. -

( 14. 08 square ~etres ), now obsolete: see metri catjon 24. [Du. measure] 

roode- n. or adj . prefx 

Red: see also rooi: Du. prefx found in names of wines, older forms of 

plant , bird , and animal n ames e . g. roodebekki.£_z see rooibekkie_3; 

roodebok, s e e ~bok 6; roode els 18, 32 see rooiel s 18, 32; also 

in place names 27j Roodekrantz, Roodepoort, Rood ebank. [ Du. rood· = 
red + inflect. suff. - .iJ 

roofie, n . pl. - s 

20, 19 . National Serviceman of the newest intake: see quot. at 

b1ouie 20, 19. [unknown , poss . rel. Afk. !:£.Of= scab] 

TOOl- [ YJ, J.- ] ad.l:___E!_Cf~ 

(1) 27j Red: :t'ound inS. Afr . place names prefixed to.!!· e. g . Rooiberg, 

Rooikraal, Rooipan, Rooiwal. 
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(2) 28 Red: prefx to :.>ver lZO plant species {~ .g. ,r··-"' afrikan..,;r {gv) 

see~:dblom 13, a :i.so rhebokblom _13;. ,....._, b_9~goe 28, 16 Di~. 

r-' gras {qv) 11, 28. 

( 3) Red: prefx to the names of various fauna, ~!<a!__ (qv) 6, ~.~~~~r.~at 

(see ~er1s_at ) 6, ~~ vink_ (qv) 3, _,..__...- valkie 3, 

,r-../ b<kkie 3, __.l.;.;..!.?ok 6, ~ lip 6, all (qv). 

[ Afk. fr. Du. rood = reel] 

roo~-aas n. 

] 2. See _Led bait 12. 

see valkie etc. : also 

He had been left undisturbed, eking out a simple healthy existence 
on a tiny pension augmented by what he caught in the sea or occasionally 
earned by collecting bait in advance for a few of the regular anglers 
who can1e down to collect their rooi aas, mussels or chokka from hin1 

A. D . Dodd 

[ Afk. roo~= red + ~ = bait, carrion] 

rooib§:~~ [ 1 roJ.. 1 ba:r.k\1 .!!· pl. - s L.-c..t1 
( 1} 20. Red- coat: a British soldier: also Canad. 

There were not more than 50 Kaffirs gua1·ding thern and as soon 
as they caught sight of us they raised the cry "Rooi Badjies ' - Red 
Coats - and away they went as fast as their l egs would ca:cry them . 
Buck Adams Narrative 1884 

Th e time was jus t after the first Anglo- Boer War of 1881. At 
that time Kipling's Private Thomas A. was the sturdy Victorian redcoat 
- ''stipled [sic] a rooibaadjie" in South Africa. Daily Dispatch 18 . 2 . 71 

[ Afk. roo:Lfr. Du. rood~= red + baadjie fr. Malay baju:::: jacket] 

(2) "Red-JacketN: a locust at the yoetganger (qv) 21 stage, also ace. 

to Pettman Acridium E\lrpuriferum a large red and green locust. 

... in a few months you see the very earth become alive with 
diminutive insects, which develop themselv es from day to day, first 
into a moving m ass of black minutiae, and from that increasing in size 
and becoming the colour of the brightest 1·ed. At this stage they a re 
caJled the Rooi baatyes or red soldiers. Bisset SEort_ancL't[ar ~2?:-~...f!ica 
1875 

[ fr. colour] 

rooibekki ~ ['rn.x., bekl] n . pl. -s 

( 1) 3. The common waxbill Estrilda astril_dA: the name is also given to 

one of th~ widow birds Vidua Erincipalis . 

I will t r y to bring home s om e cage s of birds - Cape canaries and 
1 roodebe kj e s 1 {r e d bills }, darling little things. Lady Duff Gordon 
Lette rs 1861-62 

[[ (2 ) 14. A v ariety of d r y bean. 

''Half coloured beans , e . g. ' L appies and Rooi Bekkie' are being 
cultivate d. T h e se vary in s hap e, thoug h the y are mostly roundish. " 
Farmin g in S . A . Oct 1830 cit. Swarti"1934]] 

[ Afk. rooi ir. Du. rood = red+ bek cogn. beak+ dimin. s uf:L _-kie] 
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rooibessie [ 'r~J.~, bes(l n. pl. - s 

32. Any of several species of Olinia esp. 0. capen~:is: see hardpea~1 
pear 18, a.nd 0. cymosa, large forest trees so ca l h:! d after their pinkish­

red fruits. 

rooibes s ie(boom) .... the timber of 0. cyme:~ is valued on 
account of its durability c-1nd was formerly largely used for fencing posts 
and waegon wood, for railway sleeper s and telephone poles. C. A. Smith 
Common Name:~ of S. Afr -_~plant_§ l96(J 

[ Afk. fr. Du. rood = red + ber~_ie = berry] 

rooibla~ ['r:::>z,blQ...:(r)] n . 

32. Sec rooibos 32. 

11,. 28. 
'I( 

Also occ. rooibossic: .§tr.~a asiatica an annual plant with 

bright f3carlet flowers parasitic upon the roots of mealies and other 

cultivated and wild grasses, also k nown as ,Y>::~tchweed, and mi_~liegif 

(poison) 28, 1 J.. 

She was J.ikc a weed that spread over the land; like the Rooiblom 
. that was so beautiful, but which lived by sucking the sap from the 
mealies. Stuart Cloete 'Watch for the D a wn 193 9 

[ Afk. rooi h. Du. 1:.2£1., = red + ..l?l~ cogn. bloom] 

rooibok [ 'r~;: 1 b'O'k] n . pl. 1/J 

6. See impala 6. 

On the banks of this stream I observed a species of antelope, 
that I had not previously seen. It is called by the Bechuanas Paala, 
and Mr. Burchell has described it under the name of the red buck. 
Thompson Travels inS. A. I 1827 

Antilooe ~~l~mpus. The Pallah. Rooye- b ok of the CapE;_ 
~oloniS!.§..:. Harris Wild Sport~..._.Qf S. A. 18 39 

[ Afk. rooi fr. Du. rood = red + bok cogn. buck] 

_rooibos [rr~.:c ,bns] ~· 

32. Also :r.ooi blaar(leaf): a tirnber tree, any of several speCles of 

C01T1bretum esp . C . apiculatum, a l so applied to other unrel ated species. 

'rooibos: ... in the case of species of Cornbretun1 the vernacula r 
name i s gen erally applied from the colouration o.::--the fruits when these 
rip en, or in some, the autumn colouration of t he l eaves . C. A. Smith 
Common Names of S. Afr . Plan ts 1966 

[ Afk. !:£._~ fr . Du. rood _ = red + bo s cogn. bu s h] 

!:_'2_.oibo~_!:ecl:!;ca ['r~.:c,b-::;s't.r.;) , -ti:] .!2:· 

7. 16. Thedried l eaves of Aspalanthus contaminat~ ( C<2..:_'[I]1b£!:§..J or 

A. c edarberg ensis or the tea n1ade from them, . thoug ht to have tonic 

a nd oth e r m e dicinal properties: see first quot.: [the red colour is 

d eveloped during th e sweating process.] 
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A few ye;:,.rs a g o Mrs. Annekie Theron made the amazing 
d i s cove1·y th::J t Rooibos ch tea alleviated milk allergies in infants. Her 
discovery \vas so important that it made front page .new:s throughout 
South Africa, and was eve.'1. not ~:~d overseas . Personality 26. 1. 73 

Ever heard of iced Rooi (-red) tea, Rooi tea ·:·::>O l drink: Rooi tea 
11 Collins 11 or Rooi tea Rhin<~ wine? Or do you know it only as Rooibo s 
tea, the tea \vith the disiindive taste? this plant, known as Rooibos 
tea or Rooi tea, as its yov ngest offspring is 1-~nown,, was cultivated by 
the indigenous populatinns from the earlics·c times . Panora1na Apr. 
1973 

[ Afk. rooi fr. Du. rood -- red + bos( ch) cogn. bush + te e /tea] 

rooi els ['roz ,els] n. 

( 1} 32, 18. Cunonia capensis_, a large evergreen forest tree or its 

red- coloured timber: which, being moisture resistant,'<~_,as formerly 

used i n the construction of water rnills : also wit els (qv) 18, 32: see 

quot. at pear (wood) 18. 

rooi els .... ihe vernacular nan1e i s derived frorn the colour 
of the wood a.nd th e res emblance to the European alder . C. A . Smith 
Comn1on Names of S. Afr . Plants 1966 

[ .Afk. ,!OOi fr. Du. rood = red+ els (boom)= alder] 

(2) Rooi El ~.z n. prop. 11. A reddish wheat variety nam ed after a 

Mr. Els who developed it. 

Rooi Els does not stool quite as well, · but is a splendid drought 
resist~-1g varie ty a nd should be sown in those p arts about the be~inning 
of May. Farming inS. A. Mar. 1928 cit. Sv1art 1934 f%o, .... q.....N.M-'>' A~"'t&M.J 
[ -~ f r. ..E..:...£.!...2.E.:.. _~ 

(3) 27c. Also a place name Rooi Els. 

~~ [ 1 rol'.xa
1
fa..:(r)] n. 

Coll. 4b. Lit. 'Red-peril' a refer ence to Communism. cf. swart­

_g_evaar (qv) 4b; a l so Brit. and U .S. ~llow-peril. 

Mr. P - predicted the three 1 emotional' fronts the National 
Party would employ were 1 Khakigevaar, swartgevaar and rooigevaa r .' 
Cape Argus 16. 9. 72 

[ anaJg. swa rtgevaar (qv}] 

grooigras [ 1 ro.t.,xras] n . and n. modifier 

11. Also r edg r as s (qv) 11: a ny of several species are so called, e sp. 

species of T h emeda, T. triandra and T . J?,uych elljiJ excellent dens ely 

foJiaged pasture gras ses: as modifier /"'- h a y 11, ,........- v-eld 11, 

,....._..., pas t u res 11 e t c. : see quot. at s t eekr:rras_ ll, 28. 

A f a rmer, for example, h a ving stcekgras dominating hi s veld 
cannot follow the same system of gr<:1. ~-::.ing ~s the farmer \.vho has 
r ooigras dominant. H.-,ndbook for. Farmer s ~n S. A. 19 3 ? 

... i deal ranc hing v~ld of h igh - carrying cap<J city, mainly rooigras , 
Shelte red kloo:fs and good hunting. Daily Dispatch A dvt. 22 . 7. 72 

[ Afk. rooi _fr. Dy. rood _:::: red + _gr as cog n. grass] 
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2:.9-oihm~: [ 1 r::u 1 havt] 11. • 

. 32, 18. Any o£ several species with reddish timber: ~:Jhyllc:g_eiton 

~eyphi~j., see quot., Trjchocladus grandif l~rus (s(:e _2_!?-_slcrbos 32) 

ELY!_hro_2hloeun:1 suaveolens and Ochna arborea or Cape plane, see 

quot. 

1 rooihout: Phylloge·[ton zeyphiri- - Heartwood pink to crimson 
and of a remarkable brighl red when dry, 'cut darkening wjth oiling. 
The wood is ... excell...:nt :for work requiring great strength being 
chiefly ernployed for yokes, .:c:: i oes, and knobkerr!.es It is one 
of the hardest of South Afr:.can woods, even more than Umzin1biet. 
C . A. Smith Common Names of S: Afr. Plants 1966 

No self- respecting woodcutter would have the handle of his axe 
n1ade frorn any timber other than ' ':ro oihout'' (Cape plane} a reddish. 
close grained wood... E. Province IIerald 28. 5. 73 

[ Afk. rooi fr. Du. rooc!_ = red + hout = timber] 

rooikat ~:r-:> .:t: 1kat] n. 

6, 11. Fcli~racal: the lynx, a fierce and troublesome predator 

among sheep etc. ,see quot. at _ride on water 29vb, ll. 

Of vermin, a large variety existed, especially the jacka l, 
macloutsie cat, ordi nary gray wildcat and small tiger- spotted cat, 
1 rooikat' (lynx}, hyena, wild dog , a nd lastly the aardvark (antbear }. 
Jackson T r ade r on the Veld 1958 

[Afk. rooifr . Du. :x_o_o_d . = red + kat cogn. cat] 

_rooikrans willow, [ 1 ro:t 1kr'Ci.ns-] E.· prop. 

32, 11. Acacia cyc!_o.Es: a variety introduced from Australia as a sand 

binder: a useful fodder plant, but rega rded by many as a plant pest 

encroaclJ.ng upo n natural bush . 

. • . Port Jackson willow (Acacia cyanophyll.a) and Rooikrans 
(Acacia cyclops) can be a menace by ousting natural vegetation in some 
areas of high rainfall. ... In the ... low rainfall area ... where grazing 
control is a delicate matter and droughts frequent, and where the 
Rooikr ans flourishes and is a usef11l fodder and s hade tree as well as 
an essentia l t ool in stabilising shifting sand dunes, the Rooi.krans is a 
bles s ing. Farmer's Weekly 4. 12. 74 

[Afk. rooi fr . Du. rood= red + kra~ = wreath, garland; fr . red aril 
surrounding the see~ 

rocilip[ ' ror,lzp] n . pl. -s 

6. .S::r..£!!:~hopelti s hotambocia ~At*lt~ also her a le!. s n ake 6, a 

poi sonous Afr . snake named for its red upper lip - a b ack-fan ged 

v ariety. [ Afk. rooi f r. Du. rood. = red +liP] 

rooine k ~f0~ 1 nek] n . pl. -s 

19, 20. An Afrika n er or Boer name for an Englishman, origina lly on 

account of the susceptibility of the British t roops to sever e sunburn in 

S. A., formerly derogatory: see a l so khaki 20, 19; now any E nglishman, 

cf. Au s t. pommy. 
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Often the Boers ..• chuckled at the increcible behaviour of the 
Rooineks (red i1.ecks) - a term ever afte r applied to !:he English 
because their untanned skins oiten burned red in the brilliant South 
African sun. Panorama July 1970 

"Oh, I an1 proud and so is my wife." .• . ''lf:' s quit~ a thin g 
being appointed commodore of a. South African fleet, e s pecially as 
I 1m a rooinek. E. Province Her2.ld 8. 9. 73 

1. As a mode of address occ . v erdomcle (g v ) ~_and as modifier 
as in 1 he married a .-- woman' etc. 

Only a few of the most bitter mumbled that this was judgment -
that God had t aken this young Boer maid to his bosom rathe r than see 
her lie in wedlock with this rooinek soldier. Stuart Cloete R~.£% 
Glory 1963 

[ Afk. rooi fr. Du. rood = red + nek cogn. n eck] 

rooi tea, n . 
lb, 7. See-rooibos tee/tea 16, 7. 
r ooi/(.i.nk [ 1 r o:t. 1 vi£:;k] ..!!· 

3 . Fyr.e..lemana: o:t:_ix uu-i::?. the red bishop bird, also called kaffir finch 

(q;v.) 3, of which there are several sub-species: the n1ales have bright 

puffed- out scarlet plumage i n the breeding season: [the fire crowned 

bishop bird is known as vuurkop (firehead) ,.,....._, 3.] 
[ Afk. rooi :fr . Du. rood . = red + vink cogn. finch] 

Roomse gevaar [ ' r1f'<:~ms<:~ x<:~ 1 fa.: (r)] n. pro:e_. 

4a, 4b. Occ. used of the Roman Catholic Church and/or its .i.nflu t?.nce 

inS. A. : see also _swrtrtgevaar 4b, rooi.r:revo.ar 4b. d. Brit. and U.S. 

vellow periL 

[by a nalg . swaartg evaar (qv) _B-oom~= roman + _gevaar = danger] 

ro.o sterkoPk [ ' r-v"asta{r},kuk] n. pl. -s {ies). 

7. Dough cakes either leavened or unleavened bal.-:e d on a gl·idiron over 

a fire, (a lso occ . . erron. roosterbrood = toast) . 

. . . they then filled their pocJ.;:ets with ' 'rooster koekies" {baked 
sco n es ), took their overcoats, rifles_. and bc.ndoliers and climbed th~ 
embankment t o the great steel bridge. Klein ~tage Cq_~ D~.~ 1937 

Both Vetkoek and Roosterkoek "ve?:e n1ade either with ti.nleavene d 
dough or with a dough leavened w i th suurdeeg. Combine all ingredients 
to stiff dough and allow the dough to rise. Hilda Ge:rber ~ape Coo:~£Y 
1950 

[ Afk. fr. Du . rooster = grid{iron} + koek cogn. cake] 

:t·op §:.• n. pl. - s 

Slang. Obj. 19, 10. An offe;::-.siv e rnode of reference to a n AfrikanLl·: 

see also crunchie1 hairy{b<'. ch:), krans athlete. kransie, rn ealie crunche~1 
plan~1 rock(spider}, _spider, all 19, 10. 

The \:o1·cis have been c.lassifie d as follows: .. . 
6 _Na_::r o \v min~~ Verkramp, tannie {u sed of a J.vlo ther Grundy), Rope 
(narrow twisted and hairy} hom The Af:>:ikane.,..s, a paper ior 
inte;~group studies UCT 14-16. ~;. 73 Nancy C . . I. Charton 

[ s e ci' quo t . J, 
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rote! [ 1 rav'tel] n. 

30, 4b. Usu. a non-classified{see (2)classify_29vb, 4b.) motel, 

the:~: .efore not entitled to the term, which neverthele5s offers 

accommcdation and meals to travellers by car: also occ. what was 

formerly a 'private hotel', an unlicensed therefore unclassified 

boarding or roorning house: 

Fraser's Camp Rotel 
Bathurst House Rotel 

also bote!. 

Sign Fraser's Camp, Cape Province 
Graharnstown 

[presum. fr. hotel poss. !:2 fr. 2:.9ad or .room, by analg. with-motel, 
prob. also botel 'portmanteau' word boat + hotel] 

roti, n . pl. - s 

7, 25. Flat bread or chupatti cooked on a flat surface: see also naan 

at Indian terms 25. 

Roti is unleavened bread :made of either white flour or unsifted 
bo e rm e al with a little sho rtening, but instead of being baked they are 
toasted over griddles until they are freckled gold. Indian Delights 
edit.. Zul.eilia Mayat 1961 
[unknown prob. Urdu or Hindi] 

rou•t-oo,E ~ra'if1 ktr<) p] E:· 
CO> .. 

30. Roman Dutch lavv' ter1n in law of sale: forfeiture of moneys 

deposited as part of the purchase price by a buyer who wishes to 

withdraw fror.:n a sale already agreed upon: see also uitkoop 30, 4b . 

. . . where a sum is given as a deposit in part payment of the 
purchase price can be clearly p1·oved, in te:rms of the requi ren1ents 
l aid down in the authorities, to be a:rrha, .roukoop or earnest, it is 
forfeited to the v endo r if the sale falls through due to default on the 
part of the purchaser, and forms a portion of the purchase price if 
t~~~e goes through. C. I. Belch er Norma~' s Law of Sale in S. A.l961 

[ Du. ~y = regret + koop = purchase] 
(\ 

row [rmf] vb trns. 
~-·----· 

Slang. 10, 29vb. Rebuke, reprove; among children as vb trns. 

cf. moan 29vb, 10. 

The other day a boy laughed in church becos he was reading 
I rnust not marry with my grandmother .. .. and !v'lr. Dan1p rowed him 
in front of alL Iris Vaughan Diary circa 1902 

1,B..S.A. [;o..re s ' e:z:.] n . prop. 

4b. R epublic of South Africa, more freq .' Re~_blic,the 1 (qv ) 4b. 

fo rmerly called 'Union, the' (qv) 4b. 

The need for a single comp:ceh 0i.1.si ve and a u thoritativ e vvork of 
r eferen cc on the RS.A 1-: .t s :_, 'hP, b een exp erienced, not onl y :i.n South 
Africa, but pc_:rti.c ularl y a bro ad.. :?anorama Nov. 1974 

[ ac ronyrn Republic of South Afric;;.] 

2
R.S.i\.. ---- ~P.E£E: 

Radio South Africa. [acronym] 
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..!:..uigtc ~ roei'xta] n. 

28. General term for rushes, reeds and sedges w hich grow dens ely 

near water esp. standing water as in vleis, E.~ (both qv 22) or near 

sluggish streams, including fxr!.S.~_!extilis: s e e matiicsao~g. 28, 18, 

also~gniet 28, 27d: also 27c in place na.rne Ruigtevlei. 

Chopping out of the ruigte and drainage of the vleis checks i ts 
growth and spread. At Elsenburg, drainage and chopping out of ruigte 
and valueless bushes are the means of changing a useless vlei into a 
valuable pasture. Handbook for Farr:ners in S . A . 19 37 
v-V..:~\;L '-'-"'"'<kt 'lfYow\\... ~. c:;:lij· --

[Aflyuc ~ = tnickly grown~ ~~y~ 

Ruiterwag1 ['roe'lta(r),vax] n. pro)2. 

4b. See quot. also Broederbond 4b . 

. . . former Springbok rugby captain and until recently chairman 
of the Ruiterwag - the junior Broederbond - has called for the selection 
of multi- racial South African cricket and rugby team s . Sunday Times 
I. 9. 74 

[ Afk. = mount e d guard, r u .i.ter :-: h ors e1nan + wag = guard] 

1 ruk [ roek, ra k] n. and v b 

Call. 29vb, 10. Tug or jerk as in ' Give it a r uk and it'll come loose' 

or 1 Ruk it off/out man.' [ Afk. ruk = jerk or tug n . a nd y.!?J 

2 ruk [ roek, rAk] vb 

15. Sp. form of international rug b y t erm ~ck tli•gn. to form a laos e 

!3 crun1 . 

Too :l:vfuch Rukking inS. A. Rugby (headline ) Informant Eric 
Rosenthal 

[ fr. E_Ucl~ 

v b intrns. 

The 

t be 

vel~.s said to 'run' 

run--o~_./s.ee afloop (q 

has~~ 

.:·u.E.E_ank [ 1 roes,ba~k] n . p l. - e, ··s. 

18 . A wooden, open-arn1 e d settl;; w i thou t uph olstery o..:ten n 1ade of 

.§...ti.n~Y{20 d (qv) 18 u ::ou . with ( 2)J)erl2.P.LS:.i (qv) 18 back and seat or occ. 

caned: see a l so banki e 18 . c£ . Scottish bunl~r_, bench or ches t used as 

a seat. 

How alike a ll the .s c Boer hous < s '7lcre. Each had the san•e rough, 
::1.ome-rnaclc rielnp i. l~· - ,:~~ted rv~: banks, tl1.e sarne b e ds , the sarne tables ... 
::>tuart Cloete _:late~ {or the Dawn 19 39 

At a ll times t he ru sb <:~.nk ha s been a ''M u.lti ple 
.form w as copied from the ..:ing lc cl·air of the t in1e. 
.fi''lr.ni1:~E~- 1965 

c hai r 11 in v-·~1i oh the 
Atr.:10re f.:~i~ 

.Yellowwood a.11d Stink\vood Rusbanke with :rien1pie se.1ts . 
Croott 1 s Mail Advt. 19 .9- 72 

[ Afk. 2:.~ f r. Du. _r u s t . cogn . res t + ;_,ank ::: b ench] 
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_r~er [, 1 roe spa (r )] ;1., pl. - s 

21 . _Heliothi s <2bsol_s;.!.~- · a striped, gr eenish to dark velvety brown 

c aterpilbr de ';· tructlv e to fruit, crops and (2)v,.!ld (qv) 11. d. U.S . 

bollworm; s e e also JJ.~ .. .:'Jr}oo caterpillar 21. 

Th e grass cov•:!r is prcbably better than it has been fo r 20 years 
and more and :::tlthough there are areas where the 1-<:aroo bush has still 
not recovcrt' d f rom the long dry spells and attack from ruspers, it is 
h oped that if this season continues to be good, much. -of i t might 
r ecover. E. Province He.rald 16. 2. 74 

[ Afk. rusper = caterpillar f r . Du. rups] 

1rust [rAst] n. 
-- 1\!'cv- ~. f>.(i 
11 , 26. Any of sever al p lant dis eases manifesting in reddish spots 

or colouration ; Hi.st. the blight which de s t royed successive crops of 

the Settlers of 1820: sec also quot. at roest 26. 

The b l ight or rus t , though also prevai ling here of late years, 
h as never b een so universal or invete r a te as in Albany and other tracts 
along the sea- c o ast . Thompson Travels in S. A . II 1827 

They were successively afflicted by rust in their wheat; by 
flo o ds which swept away their hous es and crops . . . Alexander 
Western Africa I 1837 

[inS. A . fr. Du . roest (Ir. colouring)] 

2 . 
·· ru s (t) [ r oes (t)] n. abst!..:_Erefx and suff. 

27b. Rest: found i nS. Afr. p lace nam es freq. with n. prop. e. g . 

N e l s rust, Odendaals ru s , Yolks rust, Rust- en- Vrede (qv), Rust- en­

Vreug d(joy): also as adj. Rustig . 

[ Du. ~t cogn. res t + i.g a dj. f o r ming suff. cogn. - y J 

.!:.Y..._Yersi.gtig [ 1 r e1.fa (r )1 s.z,xtJ:x] i mp . vb phr . 

10, 31. Drive carefully, either a warnin g r oad s1gn or a mode of 
l 

bidding fa.rewell. cf . hamba kahle, go garshly, mooi loop all 10, 31, 

cf. Jam. E . d rive gq,gQ, a fa r ewell, also walk good. 

[Afk. ~fr . Du. riidcn= to ride+ versi g tig =carefully] 
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s 

sa [sa] inteEj_. 

9. Imp. inte·rj. used when setting a dCJg after something or someone 

equiv. of 'after him' cf. U.S. sic ' em 1 Brit. yoicks. 

It was very well to punish the dogs , but what was to happen to 
tne owner of the dogs who stood by urging the m on and cryi ng tsaa? 
Fitzpatrick .J'he Transvaal from Within 1900 cit. Pettman 

Then you muf.t run. It will chase you t o:--. Sa! Fugard 
Boesman a.nd Lena 1969 

[ Afk. fr . C l 6 Du. ~· tsa, t'za fr. Fi· . E• Xh. {poss. fr. Afk .} 

u kuTsatsa = r un quickly] 
·' 

S.A.A.A.S. n . prop_. 

34. S. Afr . Association for the Advancement of Science, usu. known 

asS 
2

A
3 

(qv) 34. 

[acronym of above] 

S 2A 3 [•es ,tu'e~,Gri] 

34. See S .A .A.A. S . 34. 

saa.Wam [ 1 s a.r.,dam] n. and n . modifier 

11. As ,n. see second quot. ; a l s o ,-..._./ s ystem , a method of 

irrigati on by initial flooding: see quot. 

The so-called "saaidam 11 system i s practised in this area. 
Flood water is guided over l evel terraces s urrounde d by low walls, 
in which. the water is allowed to stand and soak into the soil for a while. 
When the soil has been sufficiently soaked the remaining water is 
guid ed on to a lower terrace. As soon a s the soil is workable i t is 
p loughed over and sown. The crop then often grows to matur ity 
without further irrigati on. Handbook for Farmers in S . A . 19 37 

The saaidam is simply a low embankment thrown across a flat 
v alley or plain t o delay the flow of flood water and ensure suffici ent 
moisture in t h e soil for the germination of a crop. Lawrence G:reen 
Karo9 1955 

[ Afk. fr. Du. zaaij en = to sow+ dam = darn, reservoir] 

~mie esCM>"f\ 'L] n . sft: -s 

Coll. Slang. 10, 7·. ~ sarmy-/ie 

S.A. B.C . [ 1 es , ex. 1 b i ! s i] n . prop. 

4b. 15 . Also Sabc.; §. ~fr . ~roadcasting ~orporation. 

It is understood in London that the SABC has already invited 
tenders fo 1· its key t elevision consulting service . Daily Dispatch 
20 . 5.71 

[ acronym of above] 
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[ 
t .., 

S .A.B.S. 1 cs, CJ-1bi es_J n. pro_p_. 

4b, 30. S. Afr. Bu1·eau of Standards: a l so ,..__, marl~, a guarantee of 

quality o:..· standard znaintained. 

In collaboration wl th the South African Bureau of Standards 
(SABS) it will also attempt to get art international compulsory hallmark, 
the SABS mark in connection with the hall-marking of go:~d ..• 
Panorama Dec . 1973 

[ acronym of above] 

E._af ari [s~ 1 fu..ri] n. pl. -s 

20, 31. Not SAE but in use inS. A . as elsewher e s i gn. a hunting trip 

u su. after big game: also a commercially organised long- dist9-nc~ sight-
seelng .our . 

I n combination ~ su~~ 5,popular light weight washable outfit for 

summer wear consisting usu. of a short sleeved 'bush j acket' with short 

or long trousers.~~ho ~· cJ ~ 'f·~<i('i{(.:;~~)Jt 
Insistence of! rigid dress on the campus .had been replaced by 

parmissi on for men to wear safari suits and women to wear slacks. 
Evening Post 8 . 5. 71 

[ fr. Arab. safariy = of a journey (+ suit}] 

.saffra(an) [ 1 saefrr)n, s-a1fro.:n] n. 

(1) 18 , 32. The hard yellow timber of Cas sine cro cea ( crocoxylon) 

The other woods most in request, and found in Albany are - Red 
and White Milk, Red a.nd White Else, Reel and White Pear, Saffran, 
S . Afr. Almana:c and Di rectory for 1831 (Greig) · 

A typical wagon of the Great Trek period would have had ... 
wheel falloes of hard pear or saffraan. .. E . P r ovince Herald 28. 5. 73 

(2) 32. The tree itself: a tall forest tree of 15m. or more. 

He points to a large pear t r ee, 
inhabitant of the Cape Town gardens . 
w~illf.r......Q.W. 1 9 s1 

[ Du. zaffraan fr. yellow colouring 

..§..~ n . pl. - s 

a Dutch saffraan, as the oldest 
Lawrence Green Grow Love.!.Yt_ 

cf. barrie ( qv) ;] 

31, 18 . Any tarpaulin or canvas sheet covering a wagon or other load 

etc., also iP.. combination buck,..._., , a covering for a buckwagon (qv) 31, 

sar ,....._., ' tent ,....._, and ,......_., cloth, canvas. 

The wagon in which I was had seve nty-tw<:1 stabs in the suil. 
Bird Annals of Natal 1888 cit. Pettman 

• . . took refuge on the second wagon, drawing a t ent- sail over 
them . Rider Hagga:rd Nada the Lily 1895 

Protect your car. New car sail s at factory prices. Farmer's 
Weekly Advt . 3. I. 68 

[ prob. trans lit. Afk. seil = canvas, tarpaulin] 

.~ai~~boy.t.. n . 

Call. among children. 15. A typ e of child' s top u s u. with red, white 

and blu e stripes : see also~ ~!.~1.5Y. ( 1) .!..£!all 15 . 
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sakabula Lsak~'bula, -a] n. pl. -s 

3. Diatropura (Cc~i:£P.a~.2_~r) procne procnez 1 he long-tailed widow 

bird or. 'flap ' ~ sec quot. a lso at kaffir-finch 3. 
1\ 

... the flight of the scar let- shouldered sakabulas as they trailed 
their heavy black tails over the dE::licate grass-lilies and purple 
watsonias. McMagh A Dinner of Herbs 1968 

•.. the scarlet- chested sunbirds, the turquoise- and-mauve 
rollers and the lor..g··tailed b lack widow birds commonly knows[si c] as 
sakabullas . Evening Post 2.8. 4. 73 Y"\. 

[ Zu. iSakabul~ ::: w5.dow bird] 

Sakekamcr, the [ 'sQka 1kQma (r)] n . prop. 

30. 4b. The Afrikaans Chamber of Cammer ce. 

The Bond has jus t as much right as the Sons of England or the 
Chambers of Industries or the Sakekamer to :nake representations to 
the Government. Sunday Times 2.4. 9 . 72 

[ Mk. fr. Du. zaken = business, affairs , saak +pl. + karner cogn. 

chamber Lat. c ame ra] 

I \ I 

§la(ni) kahle [
1
sala(n'i) gai-·e] imp. vb phr. 

2~ 9, 29vb . · 'Stay well', the r eply to hamba kah l e (qv) 2, a far ewell 

greeting to the person(s) staying behind: see also stay well 9, 10, 29vb. 

[ Ngu. -~ <J.la = stay + pl. suff. - ni + kahle = well] 

salte~1• P.arti_£. 

11, 29adj. Of or pertaining u su. to a horse which is immune to horse 

sickness or ot her dis ease through having had it and recovered from it: 

see quot. at skimmel 29adj. 11. 

Hunters who went down to the Bushveld prized most of all a 
" salted" horse which had worked up an immunity to the horse sickness 
that made summer hunting impossible. paily Dispatch 2.2. 7. 72 

Also in neg. form un f""-" _. 

Naga na is almost always fatal to uns alted h orses . Siegfried 
Stander The Horse 1968 

[trans. Afk. gesout = immunised] 

~mbal ~s.:>ernbe l, 'sam·- ] .!!· pl. -s 

7, 25. A highly seasoned relish or chutney, usu. of raw vegetables 

and / or fruit with spices. 

The s picy s t ew of meat and vegetables is elli~anced b y various 
sarnbal s ( condiments): sliced o nion sprinkled with fine pounded chili, 
fresh grated quince mixed with pounded chili, and a highl y season ed 
_?..~mbal of mint l eaves and chili pounded togeth e r and moisten ed wirh 
vinegar. Du Pl,~ssis T he Cape Malays 1944 

Sambals or side dishes and strong Indian pickles complete the 
meal. Sambals: some of t h e following sid e dishes may be served 
with the main co1.1rse: Cape Argus 29. 5. 71 

In combina.t5.on ..r--..t _broek 5 , very wide trousers : see quot. at rissie 14. 

[ f r . M a lay -~mbal, serr:bal == condiment] 



sambok [ 'sa.m,bok] n. 

20 . see sjambok 20. 
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I ran to the major, to give ·him the assistance of a sambok, 
or rhinoc e ros-hide whip . .. Alexander Western Afr.tca Tl8F 

~mmy, n . pl. - ies 

(I} 19, 25. An Indian man, now obj.: see quot. at (l):Mary 19, 25 . 

(2} 19, 25, 30. Frob. reg. Natal: An Indian fruit and vegetable 

hawker usu. with a van . 

. . . different in temper and disposition from the shopkeepers 
you saw in Grey Street, and widely removed in looks from that othe r 
Indian tribe which the white man calls 1Sammies 1 and whose members 
sell fruit and vegetables to the white women. Lanham / Mopeli Paulus 
Blanket Boy' s Moon 1953 

[ ety·m. dub. {pass . fr .. swami) prob. frequency of first name ]v1unsamy] 

~-rnoosa [sa1musa] n. pl. -s 

7 , 25·. A fried Indian pastry, finely folded as a small triangular 

parcel, usu. containing spiced meat: in combination mithai ~ a 

"-'.containing a sweetened preparation usu. of coconut or other nuts] 

[ r eady prepared~ s are commercially available deep frozen, also 

cooked in certain cafes.] 

Begi nners and non-Indians are often put off attempting samoosas 
as they have heard that it is a laborious and complicated procedure. 
Admittedly it is time consuming .. . Again Sa.moosas are the tastiest 
of savouries, made from the most economical dou gh ever devised by 
the ingenuity of cooks . Therefore the art of samoosa n1aking should 
be a must for who- so- ever wishes to learn Indian cookery. Zuleika 
Mayat Indian Delight~ 1961 

[ Urdu/ Gujerati §~~ = a pastry (mithai -= sweetmeat)] 

samp [s~mp] n. 

7 . Also stampmealies 7; maize kernels stamped and broken but net 

ground as fine as mealie rice or mealie meal (qv) 7 : cooked freq, 

with dried beans as a staple food among the~f~.a~rft1canad. and 
1\ 

U . S . samp, U .S. hominy. 

MostAfrican shops specialise in merchandise like paraffin, 
candles , bread, tea, coffee, sugar, milk, soap, samp, mealie meal, 
meal, fats and vegetables. Daily Dispatch 11. 10. 71 

MAIZE PRODUCTS Samp 90kg . ..... R5, 46 
Mealie Rice . . •. R4, 98t 

Farmer' s WeeklyAdvt. 21.4. 72 

[Narraganset nas (a)ume 'coarse hominy or a boiled cereal made from 

i tf .) Webster ' s Third International Diction.E.YJ 

~m: \'_so.."'-t 1 1-u-a\'<aC.·l-}~ ~\ 
~ St{~\o~-\,~ 

sandveld [: sant,felt] n. 

(l} 22. A geographical area, see quot. at ~ g:ra1nworm 2 1, 11, 

characterised by light sandy s oil. 

Most 0£ the rye is g r own in the sandveld north of the Berg 
river. In the sandveld the production of a g rain crop is not easy - the 
soil i s a light sa.nd, not particularly fertile, which blows rea dily. 
J-Tans_l£polc :for Fo._Trners in S . A. 1937 
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( 2) 28. Prefx :. n several plant names sign. a prefe::-ence for this 

h .:tbitat, esp. r-' l~ lie 13 the pink (2)A£rik~_ner or _sanden?_ic (qv) 13, 

,..--.../ bi.ttt:~raar_(Lo :~_s ie) 28 any of several sp'=cies of Oligomeris see 

bitte rbos 28, 11 ar.d ~ kapokbos5ie 28, either of two species of 

Erioceph elus: also in /'""'._.,. chair (qv) 18 and ~ grainworm (qv) 

[ £ r. nature of soil+ veld.= here equiv. of terrain, area] 

sandveld chair, ~· 

18. Very rare S • .P.ir. chairs made in the sandveld area of lemon and 

other woods indigenous to it: see quot. at karreehout_ 18, 32 . 

. . . complemented by the 30 "Sandveldrr chairs in the room. 
These c hairs are made of wild lemon wood, and no more than 
approxim~tely 500 are still extant in South Africa. Panorama Mar. 1974 

! 

sand veld graii?-worm , E:· pl. - s 

2], 11. A-pophylia duvivieri: _ 

in the sandveld (qv) 22 a:::-ea. 

o.n ins ec t pest of winter grain crops 

The sandveld grainworm as the name indicates occurs in the 
sandvcld only, the infestation being particular! y severe in certain sandy 
areas such as Saldanha, Vredenburg , Velddrift and Graafwate1· where 
it causes extensive damage to grain lands annually. Handbook for 
Fanners in S.A. 1937 

[ fr . sandveld (qv)] 

sc.n~vygie [ ' sant, fe:t.xl} n. pl. -s 

13. _Dorotheanthus bellidifot·mis, Bokbaai vygie 13, see vygie 13 

(mesert"tbryanthemum). 

sand vygie ... generally and more commonly known as Bokba.ai 
vygie from the lit tle hay where the species grows very commonly:-··-­
C, A. Smith Common Names of S . Afr . Plants 1966 

[ Afk. sand+ :!.Y fr. Du. vijg = fig + dimin. suff . -~ 

sandworn'l, n . pl. - s 

16, 21. _Tunga Eene trans: see jigger 21. U.S . chigoe, also J.!.gger. 

~~o~ [, s a:~f goma] E:· : pl. - s -,. 

2, 16, 19. An African witchdoctor (qv) 2, 16, 19, usu. a woman 

oftent claiming supernatural powers of divination: see quot.; also 

smeller ou~ {qv ) 2, 16 of witches . 

[In Umabatha] Banquo' s g host becomes the Tokoloshe ( a Zulu 
evil spi rit ), the witches a re three bone--throwing Sangomas (witchdoctors ) 
Sunday Tirnes 5. 4 . 72 

Several sangomas declarzd that they h ad indeed helped solve 
some rmn-der s that have puzzled the Police and other local authorities 
in the losses of articles and missing persons .... Mrs. -is a fully 
flecg ed s angoma in h e_r cl?tss. With h e r we r e thr ee s tudent- sangomas .. 
Bona Mar. 19 74 / t:,_,. . ~ \ -~· -'.._ ~~ J--. 

[ Ngu. iSa ngom a/= di, vin;;~u. +-; -,:;man] 
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S.A.P. ~es,e~'pi:] .!!·Prop. 

4b. South African Police: see also S.B.4b [acronym] 

!!~ [sap] E:.:.J?..!E.E· usu capitalised. pl. sappe 

4b, 19. The South African Party, now United Party (qv) 4,b, 19 or 

one of its me1T1bers. 

He says it is obvious I am a Sap (United Party supporter) and 
mar.y ?appe_ are good guys. Cape Times 3. 7 . 71 

In combinations: Nat and ~; see quot. at Na.t 4b, 19. 

After all, this is not our Cape way - Nat or Sap. 
[blut] . 

blo~d"'r'-""' a staunch, ultra conservatlve member o r supporter of the 

United Party usu . of long standing. 

Another startling claim by Mr. - is that some UP verkramptes 
(he calls them "Bloedsappe'') are getting ready to l eave the United 
Party . . . Sunday Times 30. 7 . 72 

It is interesting to recall that some v erkrampte Nationalists, 
who pose now as super Afrikaners, were once "bittereinder" 
bloedsappe. . . . Another super Afrikaner these days is- . In 
the 19 50s he, too, was a Sap. Ibid 27 . 10. 74 

[acronym S. A . Party, ( Afk. bleed cogn. blood here sign. poss 

1tlationship or 'in the blood' )] 

S.A.R. [ ' es , ex. ' a!] n . prop. 

4b, 31. South African Railways; Afk. form S. A . S . ( spoorw~ = 
railways.) 

"Then it couldn't have been in the Union," Chris Weiman 
shouted out, trying to be really funny. 11 You couldn't have been 
travelling on the S. A . R . 11 Bosman Jurie Steyn' s Post Offic~ 1971 
[acronym of above] 

sarmieJ:t... 

Cell. 10, 

['sa.:mi] E.· pl. -s 

7. ~~-~';~\c.k,u~ ·~ ~~, 

[y6'-<. · ~ ft\l·~~ 1f+ ~ Jr .<t4 · ~oY\~S~,v\)ro\~ J 
sasa(a)tie [sa 1 s ct.ti' J n. pl. - s 

7 . Also sassa.a(r)tjie: see also sosatie 7 and qu ot.at sea cat 12. 

There existed in those days what we termed •Sasaatje a nd Rice' 
hous es, places where a favourite Dutch dish called •Sasaatjes' was 
served in the evenings .... two s assaatjes (diamond-shaped inch- sized 
pieces of mutton, curried and about half a dozen stuck upon a bamboo 
skewer, and then roasted upon a gridiron. ) Meurant Sixty Years Ago 
1885 :.os..J-~ 

[ Afk. fr. Du. sasaatje poss. fr . Malay sisate = chopped meat+ dimin. 
/\.. 

suff. ~ or -ie, more pro b. fr . Malay dish sate , skewered grilled meat] 

sassaby/i [ ' s~sa,bi", sas-] n . pl. -s, ~ 
~ 6 [ L,....., (' <-~I 2, J 6. Also tsess,be; see hartebeest . Tswana \.-;::,'1'-V J"V-o 

Satan' s duno, .E:.:.,prc.:_p. 

16. Asafoetida, see duiwelsdrek 16, one of the (Old) (qv) Dutch 

Medicines {qv) 16. [ fr . duiwelsdrek {qv)] 

·· ·North of England .. . renowned for a delicacy known as the c hip 
butty (sort of sarmy with chips in the middle ). Darling 12. 3. 75 
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satansbos ['soJ:ans,b:Ss] n. 

11 , 28, (4b). So.~anum eleagnifoliun:, the silver - leafed bitterappe l 

(qv), a proclaimed noxious weed, which, being deeply rooted, infests 

irrigable land and chokes other plant growth: [ originally from the 

Southern U.S. the white( silver) horse nettle, and S. America 

trompnlo. Informant Mrs . E . Brink] 

Satansbos . .. has taken over valuable irrigable land in the 
Kendrew 'Nard . .. Satansbos was introduced to South Africa in pig 
:food which was fEd. to animals at Kendrew and ... has spread to all 
four provinces and South West Afr ica. E . Province Herald 18. 4 . 75 

[ Afk. satans =Satan's, devil's + bos fr . Du. bosch cogn. bush] 
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S.B..:. [,es'bi~ n . prol?.· 

4b. ~ecial Branch of the S.A. Police, see S.A.~. 4b. for the 

investigation of political as opposed to criminal or civil matters: 

see also B. O.S.S. 4b. 

TOP COP WA:~.NS OF FAKE S.B. MEN South Africa's top 
policernan, Lieutenant-General-- this week warned the Labour 
Party to bewa:ce of p :;:ople who might be posing as Security Branch 
cops. . .. if there w:as any doubt about the identity of the SB men, 
anyone had the right to dernand his name, number, rank and station. 
E.Cape Post 22.6.69 

[.acronym of Special Branch] 

scaf [ slcaf] ..!!· and n. modifier 

7, 2. SeeEaf 7, 2. 

scal e, n. pl. - s 

8, . 2.4, 2. A drinking vessel, usu. of plastic, holding about 600ml., 

used as a measure for bantu beer, KB, t s hwa la (qv) 2, 8, both in 

beer halls and the shebeen {qv) 8, 30 trade: see also quot. at 

ai- ai 8, 2. 

Old Ma Plank sat over a huge vat in the yard and doled out 
scales of beer and collected shillings in return . . ... Xuma put the 
scale to his lips then passed it to Daddy. Peter Abrahams Mine B oy 
1946 1954 edit . 

• . . a year- old baby girl greedily watched h e r mothe:c downing a 
scale of 11ba.ntu beer. 11 • • ·• the baby began to cry. The mother got the 
message and passed the scale somewhat grudgingly, saying: "Here, 
drink . . ,>> Drum 22. 9. 73 

[ fr. Eng. scale= a drinking bowl or cup, O.E. s~]-~ Du. scha2.l, 

Ger. Schale cogn. shell] 

.scandal, vb intrns. 

Substand. 10, 29vb. Gossip, speak ill of someone! s..Q.A..,~~ ~~\Jb · 
You don't protect me you know. You let the1n scandal about 

me. Fugard People are Living There 1969 

[ prob. translit. Afk. skinder = gossip fr. Du. schenden = to slancler, 

revile, disfigure etc.] 

scare, vb trns. 

Slang, 10, 29vb. 7. Col!. usu. amon g campers or caravaners sign. to 

cook meat partially to prevent its becoming tainted. 

It i s inadvisable t o 1 scar e ' the meat in an attempt to keep it 
fresh. Article on Campin g. Date and paper unknown. 

-to 
[ poss. fr. Afk. skrikmaak = 1\s care, frighten (metaphori cal sign. to 

undercoo19] 

scha ns [ skans] n. pl. -en, -es. 

20. Also s kans (qv) and s chanz: barricade or fortification of ston es , 

ea r th and even bushes used as cover from which to fire upon the 

enemy, esp. in the(f,.nrrlo~Boer War {qv ) 20. 
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There are still .. . son1e signs of the sch a n z .. es , earthworks, 
h astily thrown up when G eneral Smuts and his comn1andos approached 
t he district. Grocott' s Mail 28. 3. 69 

In combination wind ""'-./ ] l , a windbreak planted for the protection 

of vines and o ther c r ops. c£. Austr . breakwind.': 

The benefits of shelter to young vines have also been shown by 
planting narrow strips of common rye, as wind- s c hanzen, about 25 
yards apart, a t right angles t o the line of the p r evailing win ds . 
Wallace Farming Indu s tries of the Cape Colony 1896 

[ Aik. skans fr . Du. s chan:> = a breastwork] 

schel ling C5 el:tlj, -;nJ n . p l. - s 

24. Also skilling {qv) 24, a unit of cur rency wor th six stuiwers {qv) 24 

or one eighth of a rixdo llar {qv) 24: see quot. at rixdollar . 

The only money in g eneral circulation, is small pri nted and 
counter- signed pieces of pape r, b e ari ng value from the trifling sum of 
one· schelling, or s ixpence currency, upwards to five hundred r ix­
dollars each. Burchell Travels I 1822 

[ Du. schelling cogn. shilling] 

s chelm [ skelrp] n. pl. - s 

19 . See skelm 19, 29a dj . / adv. 

schep e l ['ske pal, ' sk:ta-] n. pl. - s ' 

24. An old Dutch dry measure by volum e consisting of a .box 

14t X 14t X 8± inches ( 36. 83 X 36. 83 X 21. 59c m ) Used for grain, 

equal to 1/4 muid (qv) 24 . 

CORN MEASURE. 4 $chepels, equal to 1 muid. 10 Muids 
equ al to 1 Load. T he M uid of Wheat weighs on an average about 
180 lbs. Dutch, b e ing somewhat over 196 lbs . English. S. Afr . A l manac 
f or 1833 {G r eig) 

[ Du. cogn. Eng. ske p, coarse round farm bas k e t, also skepf1.!]. amount 

held by a ske..P.; also Old No r se skeppa = bus h el] 

s chimmel [ 'sk'!:rna l] n . and adj. 

11 (29adj. ) . See skimmel 11, 29a dj . 

schlenter [ ' Slenta (r) , slen- ] n. p l. - s 

(1) 30. S ect. M ining . A fake diamond sold as genuine , or u sed eithe r 

for d etecti on of (2)1DBs (qv) 30,1~>or for salting claims: see also 

snyde~diamonds) 30. 

Schlenter s , or s l enters, a r e fa k e diamonds. The bes t Schlcnt ers 
in South West a r e made from the marbles in the n ecks of the i emonade 
or mineral- water bottles that can b e found in dozens at the old German 
diggi ngs . White T he Land God Mad e in Aager 19 69 

( 2/ lO . .La t e r u sed as a dj. of anything spurious, counterfeit or imitation, 

i ncluding gol d coin; also sign. :llicit 10, see quot . 

. . . sel Jing u ranium withou t a licence. "What makes tbe event 
more gratifying s till is the fact that they sold s chlenter urani•lm.') 
ex (Passing Show' Sunday Times 24. 11. 74 



( 3 ) 29vb Slang, to h·ick, ' wang le'. 

[ Du. slcnter = a trick, the sch- poss. fr. Ger. Sch~eicher = 
smuggler o r fr. influence of speakers of Yiddish] 

schof(!1 n. 

3 1, 26. See skof(t)_ 31, 26. 

schoolbag, n. pl. - s 
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18,(34) . A satchel for school books; see also bookbag 18 (34) . 

[ t rans. Afk. skoolsak = satchel] 

school leaving certificate, n . pl. - s 

34. A certificate of having completed the minimum requirements 

of.Stand.ard X (qv) 34 without qualifying for university entrance: also 

given.in the case of a combination of subjects, not conforming to the 

requirements of full Matriculation exemption (qv) 34: see also 

conditional exemption 34. cf. Brit. school certificate. 

s choon [ sk"V<> n] adj. prefx 

27i. Beautiful: see skoon 27i. [ Du. scho6n = beautiful] 

schuur [sky:r] n . u su. suff. 

(1) 27e. Ba1·n: found in names of houses and buildings e. g. 

Kleinschuur, Groote Schuur . 

(2 ) barn, store (rare); see quot. 18. 

They dared the torrent to report that the homes of some settlers 
of Cannon Island had been swept away, but that the wheat stored in the 
main _sch~ was safe. Birkby Thirstland Treks 1936 

[ Du. s chuu.r, Afk. s kuur = barn] 

scoff, n. (and vb intrns.) 

7. Food: see 2_kof, skaf 7 . [ fr. Du. s chaften = !.s> . ~_9-t,_ s chaf tijd = 
dinner time] 

s co~pe, vb 

29vb, J. l. See.§_koffel 29vb 11, skoffler 18, 11 and skoffl er oxen 1 1. 

t.cotch cart, n. pl. - s 

3 J. 3~ ll.A small sto ut tv:.:o-wheeled tip cart, hors._..e- ar ox-drawn, used 

for carting rubb)_s h etc. or as a measure for 1 cubi c yard of soil, 

manure etc.; also formerly used for taking blue ground (qvi.~or was hing 

or sortin g on the Diamond F i elds . d. Can.ad. dump car. 
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As the blue sttJff is landed on the staging, it i:> quickly thrown 
down, and in Scotch carts or barrows is car-:ied awc.y to the gravel 
mounds where the ~:orters sit. Olive Schreiner Dia 1nond Fif~lds Ch. I 
[ prob. 1882- 4] English in Africa I Mar. 1974 

In combination ""'"" oxen 11. 

1 pair Scotch Cart Oxen 
Daily Dispatch Advt, 6. 3. 71 

l·Afrikander Bull, 4 years 

[ fr. Afk. skotskar fr. High Ger . Schutteka rren = tip ':art fr. Ger. 

s chlitten = to spill, pour out; see also etym. at co copaiiJ 

scriba [ 1 skriba, - ba] n. pl. - s 

(1) 19, 4a. Secretary or ke~per of records for the synod '~ Qutch 

Reformed Church {qv) 4a. 

Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church . .. Rev. A Faure, Scriba, 
Actuarius, Archivarius and Quaestor Synodi. C. of G. H . Almanac 
for 1845 

(2) 19, 4a. Parish Secretary to the clergy and congregation of a Dutch 

Refor.med Church. 

It is becoming more a custom to appoint women as scribas of 
Dutch Ref armed Churches ... Mrs-- . . . has been scriba of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, George South, for the past three years. 
E. Province Herald 13 . 10. 70 

[ Latin s crib a = scribe] 

scurvy~. adj. 

10.29adj. Coll. esp. arn:mg children: general term of disapprobatio n sign. 

unpleasant, peculiar etc. as in 1 That's a scurvy jacket he's wearing. ' 

[ poss. erron. translit. Afk. skurwe (attrib. inflect.) = dirty, or 

ribald] 

~:..£.~, n . pl. - s 

12. Any of several species of Octopus esp. 0. vul garis:~~t.o}ott1c-.-~:Y:t_. 

We began our dinner and supper with white wine with aloes 
for bitters, this day we eat sea- cat soup, and Sasaartjies, which is 
mutton roast on skewers, mighty tasty, and a t art with custard in it. 
Lt. Col. Richard P i got's Diary cit. Fitzroy Dark Bright Land 19 55 

[ prob. translit. Afk. seekat fr . Du. zeekat = ink fish] 

E.~~· n. pl. - s 

(1) Hist. 6. The hippopotamus or 'river horse' was so called in 

the ea:dy days of the settl ement: see quot. at heer. 9 , 19 . 

More inland are lions, tyg ers , buffaloes, elephants and in the 
river hipp opotami, called by the Dutch s ea-cows. Afri can Court 
Calenda r for 1807 

in colrJbine>.tion ,.......,_, h ole; also s eckoegat (qv) 22, a d eep pool. 

cf .. kaairnan Sl?at • see kaai1nan 6. 

. . . a d eep part of the river, called, by the n a tive s, a sea- cow­
hole, whe re sev e r a l of these huge animals then w ere. Cowper Rose 
Southern Africa 1829 
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(2) 27d. Hlppopotam.1s: found inS. Ai1·. place ne.mes e . g. Seacow 

Lake, Seacow Valley, a lso in f o rm seekoe.Jqv) 6 .:md .zee~oe. 

I have already mention'd the Sea-Cow VallE:y .. .. This v a llev 
h as its name from an amphibious c;eature, -vulga.~ly call'd a Sea- ' 
Cow, and by the learned, HiE.E££0~~~· Kolb (trans. Medley} 
Description of the Cape E 17 31 

[ translit. Du. zeekoe = hippopotamus] 

Sechuana CsetJwa.na] .£:..E.!..9.E: 

23. Earlier name of Tswana the (Ban tu) language of Botswana, 

form e rly known as Bechuanaland. 

The G ospel is regularly preached within thes e Districts by the 
W esl eyan Missionaries in four diffe rent languages ; vis. the English, 
Dutch, Kaffir, and Sechuana. Shaw The Story of My ¥ission in 
S. Eastern Africa 1860 

[ . \ 
Sec:r.etarius ,sek:r.ato.rl~ s, -t~a-] n.prop . 

17, 19. Dutch term f or the Government Sec r et a ry during the term 

of Briti sh rule at the Cape. 

A number of b oors also, who were beginning to get reconciled 
to the English goverrunent, came to wait on the " Secr etarius " and 
the Landrost, p a rtly from curio s ity, partly from policy . Lady Anne 
Barnard Letters and Journal s 1797-1801 

[ L.at. and Du. secretary] 

secretary bird, n. pl. - s 

3. Sagittarius serpentarius, a l ong l egged S. Afr. bird which lives 

on n'1ice, snakes and small vermin: the name is derive d f r o1n its 

crest or tuft of black feathers thcught to resembl e quill pens . 

. . • a pair of tall secretary-birds, with the appearance, f rom 
whi ch their name had fancifully been given, of pens behind th eir ears, 
and knee- b reeches, stalked in the distance Alexander Wes tern 
A fri ca I 1837 

[ fr. appearance] 

S ecunde [ s ekt;,nde,t5-)- a ] n . prop. 

17, 19 . T h e d eputy governor or second-in-command of the Cape 

C olony during the regime of the Dutch East India Com~ (qv ) 17 : 
X. 

see also quot. at :r.ondl~.! 19 . 

The honourable the "Secunde Persoon, 11 Samuel Elzevier (the 
c olonial secretary of the d ay) . . . bore his treasure in triumph to tne 
Governor's residence . . . Caee ·Mo:1thlY Magazine II 9 Sept. 185 7 

... the Secunde was a most iinport ant man at t he Cape . Not 
of the s arne consequence as the Gover-nor, to be sure, but still most 
important ... Rousseau Van H u nks and his Pipe Traii.s . 1966 

[ Du. fr . Lat. secunclus = second] 

~ ['si,ku,xat, ' s:ra~ n. 

22. See sea cow 6 . 
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seeroq_g- [ 1 s:r.a(r) 1'\S::)X-] n. phr. prefx 

28, 1 3. Sore-eye: prefx to plant and flower names s i gn. that they 

caus e sore eyes as in~~ bloE(flower) , any of several 

Amaryllida ceae, ~ blaar(leaf) Sesamum caper~!.£; ,...._, bol(bulb) 

Nerine laticoma (also gifb,)l), ,..,...,. leli~. any of s.=ver al species of 

B oophane, ,.....__, katstert (cat tail) Bulb5.nella floril.)unda: in the case 

of ~ bessie Aptosimu rr. ~ressu.m or Indj._g_ofera ar_gyrae~ however 

s ign.plants used i n the treatment of sore eyes. I 6J~ Afk. ~ cogn. 

sore + ~ = eye] 

s eevarkie ['si.a,farki'] .!!· pl. -s 

12. See grunter 12. [ Afk. ~ cogn. s ea + vark = pig + dimin. suff. 

-iel 
~ 

sell-out, n . p l. -s 

1, 2, 19. [A.E.] Mode of address or r eference t o a collaborato r with 

whites or with the Government. 

Last year while addressing a gatheri ng in Sowet o Chief - was 
h eckled by a crowd which kept s h outing "sell-out!" Drum 8. 10. 73 

"Opportunist, 11 "Sell- Out ," " Uncle Tom, 11 M r.-'s 
d etractors hissed because of the stand h e took on Bantu Education. 
Ibid L 4. 74 

~els [ 's'tamals. ' si-,; -z] E.!.:._!!:. 
(l) 7. Bran, added to bread flour or boermeal (qv) 7 in making brown or 

h eal th bread. 

Storage chest or meelkis in Swellenda m M us emn with compart­
ments for fynmeel, growwemeel and semels. Bar ait ser and ('ll.:lh olzer 

Country Furniture 197 1 

~arate development, n. 

4b. The policy of ' grand' apartheid (qv) 4b particularly in the develop­

ment of the African hom e_!and s {qv) 4b or Bantustans (qv) 4b in which 

social, geographical and political separation is envisaged as well as a 

measure of s elf-rule. 

The policy of separ a t e development - a term the Sou.th African 
government prefers to 'apartheid' - has been relentlessly pursued 
since 1948, when the National Party carne to power. Its goal is the 
eventual creation of national states for South Africa's tribes through a 
staged process bringing 1nore autonomy a t each step. National 
G egr?phic Magazine Dec. 197 1 
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sering (bo om) ['s:tar~~t{ 1 b\f<:>rn)] n. pl. _ - s 

32. Either of two species: Burkea africana, (red [rooi serin_gfu) or Melj :1 

.!!._~edarach, the fruits of which are toxic to animaL; and people, also 

called Chinese umbrella tree~~~so ~· o.X ~"'-o~ · 
In West- street an effort has been made to nm a brick footway 

or paven1ent on either side, and as seringa tr1ees have been planted 
along the rute:r edge, one can manage to trudge along '-Vith a little more 
comfort than when wading through the other street3. Life in Natal 
100 years Ago by a Lady 1972 edit. 

[ fr. Du. sering cogn. syringa, lilac] 

Sesotho [ s e' sutu] n . prop. 

23. Also Sesuto, the language of the Basotho (Basuto) people of 

Les<t,iliQ.. (qv) 23, also _?otho in combinations North -....., , South --... .... · 

"Greetings Morena Dumela! '' he exclaime:l in S esuto. ' But the 
M<?reno speaks Sesuto. . .. Why did the Morena not tell me the other 
day he speaks our language ... ? 11 Uys Krige The Dream and the 
Desert 1953 

I am a Mosotho; I love Lesotho; I love my language Sesotho. 
Lanham/Mopeli Paulus B l anket Boy's Moon 1953 

[ n . prop.] 

sestiger ['ses
1
th<)(r )] n . usu. pl. -s and n.modifier 

34, lS. One of a group of avant garde Afrikaans wri t ers of the 1960s. 

At a conference in Pretoria, where !prominent Afrikaans cultural 
l eaders made slashing attacks on the "sestigers" . . . Daily News 
16.10.70 

as modifier r-.... group, ,...._ writing, ........_, a uthor e tc. 

Sestiger author and poet Andre P. Brink is one of the speakers 
invited . . • E . Province Herald 5. 6. 73 

[ Afk. sestig = sixty + personif. suff. - er] 

S esu_!£ [sa 1 sutu, se-] n. prO£. 

23. See Sesotho 23. 

set(t)laar [ 1 set,lo.: {r)] n. pl. -s 

JUst. 19, 26 . Dutch t erm for a British s e ttler (q v ) of 1820, usu. 

derogatory: see also quot. at settler 19, 26. 

In ringing his brass plate a t th e cornm en cement of a sale hi s 
stereotyped condition was - "drie monts crediet for de Christemens -
no k rediet: fo::: de S ettlaar ." the latter term was the n and for some 
years afterwards, one of opprobrium. Meurant Sixty Years Ago 1885 

[ fr . Eng. settler + Du. agen t. suff. - aar] 
l 

~ttler, n . pl. - s 

Histi 19, 2.6. A British settler of 1820: sometimes , then, a 

d erogatory term: see quot. at setthar 19, 2.6. cf. Canad. settl e r esp. 

one who s e ttl es on a Frontier. 

8. 1. 182(>. Evening a prayer meeting M:r Kemp, two Boers &. a 
Settler pres cnt. Barker Dj ary ThLopolis and B cthdsdo:rE_ 1815 - 28 

[ prob. a bbr. British Settl er] 
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.. s e venty four, n. pl.{/;, -s 

12. Polysteg_<?,.nus undulosus, an edible marine fist.. of the Cape: 

see quat. 

I there for the first time tasted a mo.>t delicate fish, called the 
1 seventy four' ... which undoubtedly was as good 2 !:· the best cod or 
turbot out of England. Li~:e at the Cape , ~ by a Lady 
187 0 1963 edit. 

The Seventy four is characterised by several very distinct bright 
blue hands running along tl: e body, not unlike the rows of guns of an 
ancient man-of- war, one ca.rrying seventy-four guns being considered 
a well- equipped vessel in f1.ose days. Gilchris t Histo!Y..2f the Local 
Names of CaEe Fishes 1902 cit . Pettman 

[ see above] 

· ~Y.9et ~se 'iut] interj. 

~~· 9,1D.An exclamation of derision, disbelief, equ iv. of 'my foot ', 

.US'dt ~ith r~petitj on .as in eruot.: occ. in Eng. forn1 as ' Tell him, his 

foot! 1 - or unaccpt. se gat (qv) 101 q_ 
~)> A. I t 1 s my q~ to look ~ter him . 

B . You:r: .-d:uty se v~t--··se voet! . .. ...... ---
/ Schoo..lglrl ex N.~ape 18. 11.74 

[ Afk. possess ive suff. ~ + voet, pass. fr . Eng. ' my foot! ' ] 

~Q ['sg"bm,fo.:n] n. 

2, S. A highly intoxicating illicit home b rew - lit . that which makes you 

b ent, 'doubles you up ' . 

Mrs. -who travels all the way from . . . MeadowJ.ands for her 

regular fr~it can of 1 sgomfaan' . Post 16. 2. 69 

[ Zu . .,!Egomfane - causative form of gomfa (vb) ::: be bent, crouch] 

sewejaartjie(.s') [ S:Z:,;;)Va
1
j a.: ( r )k'l(s}, - cl] n . usu. pl. 

I 

13. ") Any of numerous species of Helichrysum and Helipteru~; s ee 

everlasting(sl 13. [Ail<:. fr. Du. zeven = seven+ jaar cogn. year + 

dimin. suff. -tjie (pl. suff. -_.il 

Shaka' s Spear, n. prop. 

4b, 2. See Mkont o ka Sh aka 4b, 2: also quot . at B . O.S.S. 4b. 

The t ruth i s that Sh aka' s Spear i s fully supported by BOSS. The 
constitution, P r ess r eleases, the money a nd ever ything comes from 
BOSS. Drum 8 . 8. 74 
[trans . Zu . a b ove] 

shame, interj . 

9. Exclamatio:1, not equiv. of Brit. r---/ sign. 1 how di sgraceful' 

e t c . but: e ither of sympathy or of warmth towards something endearing 

or moving, G.ttractive, or small: <;..c.c_ ~~ Ji ~") "<:>~ '!:!:,c._.}. o..k- \'o.lff-:..ps-gs 
S h ame, h e 1 s got a bad h ead cold. Says his ears are giving him 

h ell and he fe&ls dizzy. J ames McClur e } h e CatcrpiUar Cop_ 1972 
19 74 edit. 
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' 
when somebody said of the bride: Isn't she beautiful?. the circle 
of worn en chorused: "Shan>e! '' The exclamation s •:!err.::; to be an all­
weather w0rd used not merely in the usual fashion but to express, 
for example, admiration a.nd approval. Cape Times 19. 6. 73 

[unknown: pass. equiv. of Afk. foei t£g_ =fie (•shame' in Afk. is 

skande =disgrace; see quo~. a t sis 9) J 

shambok_ ['J aemb'vk, - b~k] n. pl. - s, 

20, (29vb) : see sjambok 2:>, 29vb. 

also vb t :rns. - - --
-

9 Apr 1811 The sha.mbok, h ere mentioned , i s a s t rip, t h ree 
feet or more in length, of the hide of either of a hippopotamus or of 
a r hinoceros, rounded to the thickness of a man's finger, and tapering 
t o the top . T:bis· is universally used in the colony for a horsewhip . . . 
B urchell Travels I 1822 

, [form of _sjambok (qv)] 

.Shangaan [ ' Ja~1 gQ.. n] ~rap. pl. - s 

( 1) 23. A tribe of Zulu origin living in Rhodesia, Mocambique and 
I 

S. A., a name a l so given to the Livingstone antelope. 

He lived on fish, turtles, berries , honey and the game he 
ensnared, and never sowed· or reaped; whenever he felt the need, he 
got cereals from the Shangaans or other tribes in ex change for dried 
meat. Victor Pohl The Dawn and After 1964 

{2 ) 23 . The language of the rJ people. 

Besides Afrikaans and English he speaks all the African 
languages in the R e public except Shangaan and Venda. Rand Daily 
Mail 28.7.71 

[ f r . Sotchangana = name of Zu. chief or Zu. - shangane = a wanderer, 

roving pe ::c son] 

shebeen [ jibi: n, ~a-J.E:· pl. - sand n. ·modi~ i er 
{l) 8, l5.30.Also Irish: an e.5tablishment in which illicit home brewed 

liquor is sold or other liquor sold illicitly without a licence, usu . by 

Africa n won:1en known as !"'-" 9..~~. but also occ . bLw~tes: see\ o.v'-.,.,.. . 
Q"d. beer-Y,. ~· ~ 1.. ,-\ ...._ 

second quot.: see quat. at beerball 15J am:t"call 29vb . .. 2 . cf. U.S .\' .. 

2_peak easy, Austr . shanty, sly grog shop, c;anad. shebang, tolerance(s ). 

I doubt very much whether all sh ebeens can be compl etely wiped 
out, because we have no place to go in the evenings except home or to 
our f avourite shebeen. Drum 27 . 8. 67 

Michael B-- , 18, __ p.lecrd d guilty to bu · g three bottles ~er 
from a .. c4been in He'l}.glf.Road, Walmer, ·r(Sund y. B - aid ano~ 
ma~d ~-~nt_ him,.....w ·l:he sh~bee . He · s aware at h ad been 
breaking tlTe.._.J, a w-; E . Prov1nce d 5 . 11. 74 

In. cornbinations r-/ queen 2, 19, see also ( 3 )a untie and quat. a t 

( 2)gu ~ t:!ll: both 2, 19; ..L:::::./ king 2, 19; --~trade 30; ,--.'party 8 

She?ee~'!nt to s t <l_! t_trade union Soweto ' s top shebeen queen s 
and kings pla n to rne2 t .. . today to decide wha.t to do abou t a very 
serious problem - the n e w liquor prices. Post 4 . 4. 71 

( 2) vb l n. f r. vb i ntrns. r---l i~, running or living upon the proceeds 

of a. r../ , poss . obs. 

Tom K -. , a kafir, living in Zwar-tkops Street, was brought 
b~:Core tt.1c mag1s trate on Monday morning charged with sheb e c ning . 
.t.. P1·ov1nce Heral d. 17 . 2. 139 7 

[Irish Gadic _pi.b1~ = bad ale] 
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_sh <::ep skin (d~~) n. 1)1. - s 

15. An informal dance held in a barn or shearing f:hed,, also known 

as opsk~/opsko:e (qv) 15: see quot. at ( 2)_9pskud, 3.nd vel(d) sl-.c:~~ 15 . 

Weddings are occas .i.ons for the capers known. as 'sheepskin 
dances ' b e cause they ar e held in the shearin g- shed. Lawrence Green 
A Giant i.!l Hiding 1970 

[see quot.] 

~hee:e' s tail fat, n. 

7. The rende red down fat !rom the tail of the Cape or Afri cander (qv) 11 

sheep, also ronderib (qv) 11: see fat tailed sheep 11: much esteemed 

for all culinary purposes from the earliest days and regularly remarked 

upon by traveller s and visitors, from the C 18 onwards. 

All the game of this country is so dry that it requires plenty of 
sheep 's t a il fat with i t in the dressing . The Dutch eat everything 
swimm ing in it. . . Sheep' s tail fat is useful for many p urpos es - l amp 
oil; frying fi sh; and salted and dried it eats like the b est bacon. T h e 
Dutchmen praise it mos t highl y a nd certainly most deservedly. The 
tail weigh s in general from four to six pounds. Philipps O c currences 
in Albany and C affer- l a nd 182 7 

shift bos.E..z n. pl. - es 

19, 30 . A miner in charge of an unde rgrou.n¢1 shift, usu. a white man: 

cf. Canad. shifte E_ . 

. . . the young shiftboss . . . Mr. Ma rius Olivi e r, who courageous l y 
rescued three Africans ... nearly two kilometres do wn, while his own 
life was in grave danger . R a nd Daily Mail 28. 8. 71 

He started as a miner, was promoted to shift bo s s, studi e d in 
his spar e time . •. to obtain a mine overseer's certificate. Panorama 
May 1972 

shimiyana , L 1 

·\ £.y-., ~· \j ~'-~J '0. . 
8, 2. Also shimiyaan: a home brewed liquor of water and treacle 

fermented in the sun, from which the illicit govini 8, 2, see quot. is 

distilled. cf. Canad. hootch(inoo) a fierce hom e brew. 

For many year s much t1·ouble was caused by the manufacture 
of Shimya.an . . . This beve rage was maddening· in its effects and the 
parent of much crim e. Sir J. Robinson A Lifetime in S .A. 1900 
cit. Pettman 

Govini - a p ro sti tuted word, co i ned t o mean 'the gov ernment i s 
agains t it. ' Dis tilled from shimiyan a . Extremely po t ent. 
Edmondstone T h orny Harvest (date unkno wn) 

[ Zu . i siShirneyana :::- intoxicating drink made from treacle] 

shine throu 

Sub s tan . be tran parent. 

·hrough: it 

trans . Ai k. 

Shena C'J ona , -a] n . prop. 

23 . T h e languag(:! o£ tne Shona, a group of Bantu peoples of E. Rhodesia , 
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the people themselves, or a singl e member of one oi these tribes. 

My mother .tanguage is Shona and I car.. speak English and 
Ndebele. Drum 1)3. 1. 73 

[ fr. tribal name Shona] 

shot out, vb partie. 

20, 29vb. trans. D<!nuded of game through indiscriminate shooting 

or hunting (qv) 20: cf . . phrases eaten out 11, tramped out 11, 

beat.en out 11, hunted out 20. 

Southern Angola has never bec.n an el ephant sanctuary, and 
now it has been almost shot out. Lawrence Green Lords of the Last 
Frontier 19 52 

[trans. Afk. uitgeskiet lit. shot out] 

shottist [ ') 'Pt:I: .. st] n. pl. - s 

20, .. 19. Shot: equiv. of Brit. usage 'He is an excellent shot. 1 

Top shottists to compete Leading South Mrican shottists will 
take part in the Eastern Province smallbore championships ... At 
least 4 0 shottists are expected to take part. E . Province Herald 21. 5. 73 

[Eng. shot (per sonal noun) + redundant perso nif. suff. -·ist: unknown cf. 
Afk. ~ = a shot (single discharge), skroot = shot (lead), skut = shot 
(person)j 

ws thro g h' instead of 'the 

the dress. ' 

_shushu [ 'fu, fu] adj. 

Coll. 2, 29adj, ( 33). Hot: used of the weather etc. In combination 

(obs. ) r-' bro ekies 5: the fashion of shorts called 'hot pants . ' 

It has been shu- shu today and we' re sure to have rain after 
this heat. Informant Fort Beaufort 1970 

Hot- Pants or Shu- shu broekies Call them what you may hut 
see our selection now. Grocott's Mail Advt. 26. 11.71 

[ Xh. shushu = hot] 

-siekte [ 1 s1ktd] n. suff. 

11. Disease, s i ckness: suffixed esp. to the names of diseases of 

domestic animals e. g . dun r--/ , dom ~, gal ,-....-" , jaag ,.,...-, lam r---', 
$\()....\>~1 ~""dt ........_,_... . ----·-

styf ,.-- , spons....,..,._..,. etc. all (qv) 11. [ Afk. fr. Du. ziekte = sickness] 

" 
• [ -.1' J . . ~ s~s 1nter.]. 

Coll. 9. See (1) sis 9. 

sies tog [ ' sis, tax] 

CoiL Slang. 9, 10. 

interi. 

An expression usu. of sympathy or dismay for the 
~ 

person addressed, see also foeitog 9, 10 and sha. me 9, 10: also equ~v. 

of 'how sweet' or ' how touching ': cf. sis (qv ) 9, sie s (qv) 9. 
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Siestor ~! An expression~.£ either slon'ber.;.ng sympathy or 
almost compi:;te ind;fference:, dependin.g ·:::>n the t;ne of the vo.ice . 
See al~~h:aayme! i.i:. conjunction -..vit:t-i which it i :> nwst often u sed. 
Robin,)>-"lalan Ah Bi& ·Yaws ? 19;:?:' / ' 

/ 

[ Afk. ~es t o.z.. = what a. pity, shame, poor thing etc.] 

~\:_SJ:\t]~·~\.-c;,\'l.~'ff·~¥-o~C:. ~~~~ ~~~~\~:~.,~~1 
[ ~'"-X] l~\_.<;;-Rt~="'>'\('o.....~ ,-, - sig _,. n. usu. suH. 

27a. ~View: found i nS . Air. place names as st-.:Zf. t on. or ad_1 

e . g . Bergsig, Vooruitsig, Bothasig: more f re~: · in form ·-gesig {qv) 

.::.gezicht, also _.-uit sig (sv) 27a. [ Afk. sig fr. Du. zi,;ht cogn. sight] 

'silve r ', n. pl. f/J 

12. Sect. Angling: p r o b. Musselcracker /cJ:"usher 12 : also known as 

s i lver steenbras, Sargus or Sparus durbanensis: a l so poss . 

Rhabdosargus tricuspidens_ the silver bream or ' silvie' . 

. . . along the Kleinemonde coast, C --A-- in two outings 
caught eight janbruin, two small 11 s ilvers 1

' and two galjoen. 
Grocottl s :tvlail 13 . 10. 72 

[ fr . colour] 

silverfi~!!z n . pl. f/J 

(1) 12 . Argyrozona argyrozona: see (3) doppie 12 , ( 2 ) Kaapena.ar 12: 

see also quot. at roman 12. 

Hottentot fish, a small fish of the shape of the perch, covered 
with scales of a dirty brown colour, silver fish, s omething of the 
size and shape of the former , but of a bright s i lver colour. James 
Ew-rt, Journal 1811-14 

[[ (2) 21. Also used of the silver moth o r fish moth Lepi sma 

.§_~<;char ina, non- SAE]] 

silver /tree , .!'?;· pl. - s 

32. Also witteboom (qv) 32: Leucodendron argente_um, a tree of the 

Protec>.ceae preferring almost exclusively as h abi t at the slopes of 

Table Mountain, Cape : see quot. 

T h e most s triking object in botany however i s t he Silver Tree 
( Protea Argentea) which is seen exuberantly clothing the 1 east 
rugged part of the Table Mountain (to which it is indigenous), ma.king 
a p l eas a.nt break in its dark and gloomy sides, with its downy and 
silver color ' d foliage . James Ewart Journal 1811-14 

[ fr. colour of foliage] 

silvie, n . pl. -s 

12. See silver 12. 

sihverboom [ ' S:f.lva (r),Wam] ~· pl. - borne 

32. See _!?ilve_E_!..~ 32, also ,Y~itteboom 32 . [ Afk. fr . Du. silver 

cogn. sil ver + bo~ cogn. Ger . Baum = tree] 

Sindebc~£_ [ , s 'lnde 1be:le] n . 

23. See Nde bele 23 . 
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-sir~~ r- S;!::J-01] n. suif. 

27a. Crescent: found i.n street names e. g. Buiten:3ingel, [ Afk. fr. 

Du . singeJ. = boulevard, promenade] 

sink [ z:t:J-k] n . and n. mo::lifier 

Substand. 18. See ( l)l~ir.!£ 18. 

Everythine one needed could be found there nails, spades, 
sink baths and buckets, groceries, saddles, brid l •:s, harnesses ... 
Panrarna Apr. 1974 

[A kitchen sink by similar confusion i s often pronounced ' zinc' [ zr:}k] 

[ fr. Afk. sink(plaat} = galvanised iron] 

~ink_hole, n . pl. - s 

22, 30. Ground. subsidence sometimes engulfing large areas in 

mining dis tri cts : not equ:i.v. Canad. _sinkhole. 

Frightened families a re preparing to evacuate eight hous es near 
the-- gold mine thi s week because of the enormous sinkhole which 
appeared n earby three weeks ago .... The ne\v sinkhole, measuring 
100 ft. by 70ft. and about 70ft. deep, appeared in pasture land near 
the-- mine. It has been cordoned off, and is continuing to cave in. 
Rand Daily Mail 16. 11. 70 

sinkin~s [' s;3k~gs] 

16. Neuralgia. 

Zl!\TKINGS or 
speediest alleviator 
1866 Advt. 

n . 

FACE-ACHE Calf!s Antifebrile Lotion is the 
ls. 6d. per bottle. Cape Town Directo ry_for 

In combination ,.-....../ bossie 28, 16: any of several aromatic species used 

in the treatment of neuralgia including Myrothamnus flabellifolius 

(bergboegoe}, Chenopodium ambrosoides (galsiektebossie) and 

_pelargonium ramosissimum (dassie buchu); also F'-"wortel(root) 28, 16 

C l ematis brachiata (Traveller 's joy). [ Afk. fr. Du. zinkings = fluxion, 

rheum] 

1 sis [ s;r:::s, si's] interi. 

9. Als o sies: an exclamation of disgust: see also~ 9, often in 

combination ag{gv)9 ,.--/ : see quat. at little 29a d j , red. and kaal 29adj . 

. . . you have be en fightin g a gain. Si s , a man of your age a nd 
with a g rown daug hter still fig hts like a s mall boy. Dikobe The Marabi 
Dance 1970 

... amid c a lls of ! sies ' and 1 skande ' he pointed out that White 
and non- Whites were fo rced to make u se of the same changing room s , 
showers and toilets . . . Cape Argus 12. 10. 72 

He [Prof. Marius Valkhoff] lists a numb e r of Koinon words 
which passed di rectly into Afrikaans ... Ein a (to ex press p ain), s i es 
{di sgu s t}, soe (heat) a nd a rrie (a s toni s hm ent) Post 28. 7. 74 

I b . · 9 !OJ f . . n corn 1nutlon ,~ on you •~ .:t type o u n p recatlon es p. among 

children. cf. Irish 'bad cess to/ on vou' and Austr. (praise) ' good <)1:_y~~! · 

[ Angl. fr. Afk. s ie s poss. fr . Hott. s i or tsf.z p o ss . c ogn. cess: see 

Po s t quot.] 
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2 sis [s~s] n. and n suff. 

5. Printed cotta;:; material usu. in combination Dui 1:se ~ (see 

G~~E:Eint 5}, .:!:~..£.!_sis (qv) 

[ Afk. h. Du. s its = chintz] 

sisi [ 1 si, si] n. pl. - s 

2J 1, 19 [A.E.] S i ster, a mode of address or referer. c e to an African 

wornan b y Africans, men or women, unless the woman is old: see 

mama 1, 2, 19: also adopted by white children and students; see 

buti 1, 19, 2: written erron. as sissi£Ly__. 

MORRIS: Sister, Sissy, they say, for short. Fugard 
The Blood Knot 1968 

Jam appealing to you to stop publishing such disgusting poses 
My six-year-old boy ... asked me 11 Why does this sisi sit like t.his 
when she sits for a photograph?" Drum 22. 9 . 73 

[~antu sisi = sister] 

siili£• n. pl. - s 

[ A.E.] 19. Also brother: a mode of reference to first cousins 

among Africans: see also father, small/big 2, 19 and p10ther, small/ 

.!?iK. 2, 19. 

sitatunga [ ;s1ta'tunga, -a] n. pl. ¢ 

6 . • Also situtuE_ga : Tragelaphus spekei ( sel?us i) or Strepsiceros burkei,ar 

aquatic antelope of the swamps of E. and Central Africa; usu. known 

in S.A. as waterskaap or waterkudl! 6. 

Only once did we see the sitatunga, a rare aquatic antelope which 
spends its whole life in water ... the sitatunga . . . browse happily in 
areas where other antelope would sink. Personality 10. 9. 71 

[ Swahili name] 

~it- en- kyk [ 1 s;i t p , ke1:k] n. 

31. L it . 1 sit and look1 : an open pattern railway coach not divided into 

compartments: called (m)hombela (qv) 2, 31 by Afr.icans. 

_ ... what goes on in the Third Class sit- en- kyk behyeen X and Y 
[place names] after six o' clock on a Friday night~ .. 
Informant Judge 28. 9. 74 Grahamstown 

[see above] 

sit ~.E• vb phr. 

2.9vb, 1 5. Also as vbl n. s itting-up: see quot. at opsit 15 , 29vb. 

The Boer youth's idea of love-making is expressed in the t erm 
r; sitting-up" . . . Should a young man wish t o make advances to a 
youn:5 woman, he asks her to s it up wi th h im, and i f she wishe s to 
encourage hin1 , she consents . . . 3rinkman Breath of the Karroo 
191 ·1 --

[ t rans . Afk. oo~Lt = court, woo ir. Du. opzitt c n = to sit up] 
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sjambok . ['S~ern,b'vlc 1 ~am,bok] .!!· pl. -s 

(1) 20. Also sha.mbpk a.nd sambok both (qv) 20. A stout rhinoceras 

or hipp~lpotamus hide whip: see quot. at sha1ntok 20: . now used 

er :r.on. of riding crop or other whip. 

Riding sjambok- 55c cash Farme 1· 1 s Weekly Advt. 12. 5. 71 

..• plastic S.' amboks 65 c, l onger 85 c. Cash Ibid 30. 5. 7 3 

(2.) sjambok vb trns. 

29vb, 20 . To horsewhip, beat with a ~ 20. 

Mrs. -who left home with her children after her husband 
sjambokked their pregnant daughter,_ returned to the ... farm 
yesterday . . . Rand Daily Mail 23. 9. 71 

[Du. fr. Malay tjambok fr. Persian and Urdu chabuk = a horsewhip] 

.skaambJ.om [ 1 sko ... :m,blom] n. 

13. Serruria florida, see blushi ng bride 13, also called Pride of 

F .r anschhoek 13 . 

s kaap [ ske> .. p] n. pl. - s 

Slang. 19, 10. Derogatory: lit. 1 sheep~ a fool: see also ( 3)dikkop, 

h~tko.Ez pampoenkop all 10, 19. [ Afk. skaap = sheep, simpleton] 

skaai?.:.. [ sko., p] n. prefx 

28. Sheepf: prefixed to various ·plant names sign. either that 

they are relished by sheep or have some characteristic associated 

with sheep, e. g . ~boegoe, A gathosma 1 ovina ' ; ~ doring(thorn) 

~ drolletiie (dropping ) etc . ; also watP.r "'-J 6, see sitatunga 6 . 

skaapplaas [ 1 sko..p, (p)lC\.: s] n. prop. 

18, 11. A grass: either Cenchrus ciliaris or ~rostis denudata. · 

SKAAPPLAAS. - The most sought-after grass, usually i n 
short supply, now available again. Farmer's Weekly 3. I. 68 

A Transvaal company specialising in turf uses skaapplaas, one 
of the finest of lawn grasses. S. Afr. Garden and Home Jan. 1973 

[ .J\...fk. skaapplaas = sheep farm] 

skaaps t eker ['ska. p , st:tak<3 ( r )] n. pl. - s 

6. Any of several back-fanged snakes of the genus Psammoph'i1!ax: 

poisonous but generally harmless and not capabl e of killing sheep as 

the name implies. 

Th e farm er, or hi s herdsman, comes along, finds the dying 
sheep, · and seeing Schaapstekers about, immErliately concludes they are 
the guilty parties,. h ence the n ame Schaaps teker, which means 
' s hc cpa ticker '. .Fitzsimons Snakes of S . A. 1912 cit . Pettrnan 

[ A£k. f:r. Du. ~chaaE_ cogn. sheep + s t eker fr. steken = to stin g , 

pierce + agent. su££. ~_!] 
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Elso:f [ skaf] .n. 

7, 2.. [A.E.] Food: \Skoff, scoff) in combination .[A.E.] ,._tin_7, 18, 

also r.J box, a sandwich or lunch tin: see quot. : see also varknan 20. 

I left next morr.i.ng by boat, after having arranged the J.oads that 
I h ad with rne a deck- chair, ca.mp- table, a couple of shovels and a 
skoff- box. H. N. Hemans The Log of a Native Commis s ione r 19 35 

[ Zu. :i.siKhafu = food pro b. via SAE fr. Du. ~:_haffen, s chaften = to 

e at; dine] 

skande [ 1 skanda] inte:rj. (n) 

9. Exclamation e quiv. of Brit. shame!. disgraceful! etc.: see quat. at 

(1) sis. [ Afk. fr. Du. schande = disgrace, scandal] 

_skans [ ske£ns] 

20. See s chans 

... the B ritish thought the Boers would be hiding behind thes e 
skanses or heaps of stone. Radio and TV Magazine 6. 5. 74 

[ Afk. fr . Du. scha~ = breastwork, redoubt] 

skat [skat] n. 

1. Treasure: an endearment usu. my......_ , ou ,....._ or ,......,_ tebol 

freq. to a baby: see quat. at skop-die-blik 15. [ Aik. fr. Du. ~chat= 

treasure] 

skebenga/u [, ske 'benga /u] n. pl. - s 

2, 19. A criminal,' bad lot: cf. skelm 19: 

He will not stay at home alone as he fears that a skebenga may 
come. Durban informant Schoolgirl 1970 

[ Ngu. Xh. i( s i )geb enga/u Zu . plunderer, .gangster] 

skeef [sk:r.af] adj. L adv. 

Slang. 10. 29adj . /adv. Crooked, off-bea t: see also skefie 19 . 

. ·. w e 're a minority group and th e se cats tune us skeef. 
Rhodeo (Rhodes University N ewspaper) 23. 3. 72 

Why are you looking at me s o skeef? Fugard Boesman and 
Lena 1969 1973 edit. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~heef = aske w, a"\vry, cogn. skew] 

1. modifier 

a nicknarr e or modif' er s 1g n. sam one 

e. g . 1 lll em - Skedo [ .Afk fr . Du . 

. o g l e] 

skef" :\[ 1 sla.:afi'l ~· pl. - s 

' 10. ) Sl a n g ./ era k. / ~ 
Ihat-~p overt 1e re looks a. p r op r s k ef_Je:· 

l e~turec~ utellen~os 1972 

[ Idk. fr . Du. sch ecr = as k ew + personi£. s uff . - iE;_ {qv)] 
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1~kei [ ske:t] n. pl. - s 

15. A yoke pin (skey), o r l ater skittl e - shaped rr .. o dification of one 

used as the missile i.n playing jukskei (qv} 15. 

T he mona.rch was King George VI and the picture of him 
lobbing a skei, watched by the two Jannies - Smuts and Hofmeyr -
i s on view at the South African Ar c hives Cape Argus 14 . 5 . 71 

[abbr . juksl<~ei = yo:,ce pin/skey] 

'I 

t. skei [ ske r] interj . (imp. vb) 

9, 29vb. Coll. esp. among childre n ; equiv. of Caye! sign. watch 

out, l ook out e t c . e. g. 

Skei, 1\tla there' s a car coming up on your tail. Child 13 
Grahamstown 1971 

~0 

[ Afk. fr. Du. scheiden =1\divide, separateJposs. sign. ' break it up' 

f; f?lang)] 

skel [skel.] vb intrns. and trns . 

Slang. 10, 29vb. To scold, abuse, · 'carry o n' at someon e ; see 

pick out 29vb. cf. Austr. _give cur ry to or _go crook a t someone . 
.ro 

[ Afk. fr. Du. schelden ="berat e , abuse, revile cogn. scold] 

skelm [ 1 skel<;)m, -m] n . pl. - s, a l so adj. and adv. 
I -

(1} 191 10. n. A rascal, 
s~t.- <yvot. 

villain u sed usu. of a man but occ. of a n 

and s killum ( archaic),~·~· animal also:" cf. Brit_,_ and Scottish skellum 
1>"'e.n~ ~ 'oc:>4- CJv..Q.At>..c.-\.A.J, t'\V\.~ . \....,~ · "...X- 04, 'fo~ • 

... but both the lion and saddle had disappear ed, and nothing 
could be found but the horse's clean picked bones. Lucas said he 
could excuse the schel m for k illing the horse .. but the felonious 
ab s t raction of the saddle ... raised his spleen mightily . . . Thompson 
Travels in S. A . II 1827 

War corre spond ent, uncle? T h at is one of those skelm s who 
writes all the lies about us in th e newspapers. Brett Young City of 
Gold 1945 

[ Afk. fr. Du. schelm = villain, rogue] 

(2} 29p.dj. 10. Sly, cunning, wicked; also of man and b east. 

Di ederik ... determined on shooting it, declaring that no 
schelm beast should kill his horse. P hilipps Oc currences in Albar._y 
and Caffer-.l and 1827 

One foreman - h e refused to give his name for fear of being 
fired - told me " You 've got to be 1 skelm 1 (sly) when you'r e working on 
a proj ect like this.n Su nday Tribune 25. 6. 72 

[ Afk. skel ri] = s l y, knavish] 

(3 ) 2-dv_._m.: Cunningly, slily. 

He says the J an Bruin were there but he coul d not hook them . 
They were biting ' skelm, 1 probabl y wanting a different type of bait 
or needing to be coaxed. Daily Dispatch 7. 1 2. 7 1 

[ Afk. s kelm = slil y] 
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sk~P-1?& ['skepsd l] n. pl. - s 

19. Creature: u su. j.erogatory, esp. when us e d o£ an Airi can 

(offens ive ). 

Thi s 1 s}cepsel ' (creatur e ) has ravaged a white man's wife and 
daughter . . . K l ein J~tagecoach Dust 1937 

The Native t o ·m any Afrikaners was a sche psel (" creature" ) not 
wholly human; stand.ing intermediate, a s it wer~. between the gam e 
and the lives t ock, on the one side, and White humanity, on the other. 
Hoe:cnl~ S .A. Native Policy and the Liberal Spirit 1939 

[ Afk. fr. Du. 1?.Shepsel = creature fr. scheppen =to create cogn. shap e] 

skerm [ skerm, - rdm] n. pl. - s 
' 18, 20. A primitive screen-type shelter made usu. of bran ch es and 

brus hwood e ither ( 1) serving as protection in camps of hunters, wood­

cutters etc. , or (2) more freq. as a dwelling for nomadic peoples 

esp. in desert a reas . cf . Austr. Aborigine wurlie / ey, Canad. lean-to, 

co~moosie, siwash camp, AY\~.\~.~~J ~~~Ck'\ <;~,too~ O'Y~Hbo""--" . 
. . . in a primitive skerm of branches at night with a bubbling 

one···metr e ::~pot over a permanent fire, _,.they would chip away u ntil th e 
great tre e w~s down. ( Hjalmar The.sen ... erron. metrication of ' three- ~ 
foot pot, 1 s ee .kaffir pot 18.] E. Provinc e H e r ald 18. 5 . 73 

They live in the open air with only a bush skerm as shelter, and 
they like it. Lawrence Green Karroo 1955 

-fo 
[ Afk. fr. Du. 2..5he_~ = screen rel. l\ik. vb bes~erm =,_prot ect] 

1
ske y [ ske:J .!!· pl. - s 

31, 11. Also skei (qv) 15, 31, 11 a nd yok~ske:t: a notc hed wooden peg 

or yoke pin. See quat. : ......_ yoke, a yoke of the type u sed with 

~ s: see a l so jukskei 15. 

Through these holes went the skeys - pieces of h ard wood. notched 
to t a ke the leather s trops or straps that passed unde r the ox's throat 
and were adjusted in the notches acco rding to the size of the animal. 
Stua rt Cloete Rags of Glory 1963 

. . . Skeys R3, 60 doz; Skey Yokes R4, 50; . . . Farmer's 
We ekl y Advt. 30. 5. 7 3 

[ Afk. skei = yok e pin pass. rei. Du. scheiden = to separate] 

2ske y(ear ) [ s k e:t] n . and n. modifier 

11. A v- shaped notch cut or punch ed as an identifica tion mark in the 

ear of a n ox or other l arge d01nes tic animal: ~ ear, a n ear so 

marked. 

One Red Ox with brown markings, swallow t ail a nd skey right 
ear, hole in l eft ear. Gro co t t ' s Mail 25. 5. 71 

[ Afk. s k ei pa ss. fr. vb skei = divide split fr . Du. scheiden] 

skiet,len(a nd) donder [ 1 sk1t an,don( d)a(r)]~. phr. and n. ph r. modifier 

10, 15 , 29adj. Equiv. of ' blood and thunder', ' Cfo ak and dagger ' 

etc. ; as modifier of or pertainin g to films , plays or literatu re: also 

skop_,C'"'-' 10, 15. cf . .§llQ.Lm..ir.sJl~ 10, 15 (1 6). 
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It• s the organiz·~r' s task to bring the script to life . Interna tional 
intrigues, bloody __ skit-~t en dander, and drea1ny roma.nce are staged, 
here in Cape Towr., all as quickly, cheaply and smoothly as possible. 
Cape Times 19. 6. 73 · 

[ 1\:fk. (sk o..E. = kick) skiet = shoot + en = and + d onder = thrash] 

skiets [ sk'Cts] n. 

Coll. 10, 16 . Vulgar term for diarrhoea es,p. but not •:!xclusively 

among c hildren. c£. Austr. to h ave the trots.~ ~-t\c...o~ c;\~s It. 
T he whole school gets ski e t s ever y time we have cottage p i e . 

Boy 11 1972 ,ro 
[ Afk. skyt fr. Du. schijten =/\defecate presum. r el. Afk. ski ttery = 

d i a r rhoea cogn. Bri t. slang sguitters] 

_skilling [' sk:tl:r~ n. pl. ~. - s 

24. See schelling 24 and quot. a t rixdollar 24. 

One and a Half Skilling per diem for h e rding and g razing each 
H ead of Cattle, or Pigs, and Two Skillings for each Dozen of Shee p 
or Goats . . . shall be levied by the Pound-master .. . (1 7th June 1825) 
S. Afr . Almanac and Directory 1833 (G r e i g) 

[ cogn. shilling] 

skgpad- [ •sksd, pat] E.!.J?_refx 

(1) T ort oise: as prefx sign. either made of tortoise (see quot. at 

~stei 7) or being like a tortoise in a c t ion or appear ance as in 

,.......,_ trek/loop (pull/go) 15, a tug of war for two persons played on all 

fours; see also (2) 28 for plant names . 

We held shooting matches, we went out after buck a nd we wrestl ed 
and playe d skilpadloop and jukskei. Lawr ence G r een When the 
Journey' s Over 1972 

(2) skilpad- 28. Tortois e : usu. prefx to p l ant names sign. a likeness 

to a tort oise or affording food or shelte r t o tort·:>ises , -...._ blom (flower) 

Hyoba~1che sanguinea; -- bossie(bush) (qv) 28 any of several species 

of eras s ula;, [also applied to various v vgies (qv) as in the term 

,....._ kos (food)] ..--....__ or '-""""" knol, Dios cor e a e l eph¥ipes or 

olifantsvoet(e l eph ant' s foot .): see Hottentot bread, all 28. 

[ Afk. fr . Du . schild (cogn . shield) ,E_aQ =1-o~ ~ ~l 

. . s kilpadbessie eskl:.l,pat,best_l .!!· pl. -s 

28 , 14 .See (2) skilpad- 28. Mundia spinosa, a lso duineb essi e the juicy 
fruit s of which are e dibl e . ,.~ 

.§ikilpadbos [ •sk£l, pat,ho s] n . 

28. Any of several species of Dorotheanthus , see vygie 28: see 

(2) -~kil·ep.d- 28. [ Afk. bos fr. Du. bosch cogn. bush] 

skilpa.dtr(>k [ ' sl~l, pat,(t) rek] n . 

15. See ( 1) skilpad - . 

~:. . . . eaten by- (JStrichcs , natives , c hi 1 dren and tortoises . C . A . Srnith 
Common N a me s of S . Afr . P l ant s 1966] 
[ Afk. b es2i2 = berry J 
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_skim~ ['sk;tm}, - <.> t] n . andn.modifier 

11. Roan or dappted horse, used either sign. the animal its elf as 

does Eng. troan: or pertaining to the colour as in combination 

blou ..... ., _ ur "'- blou(blue), blue roan or dapple gray; rooi ...........,_i~d) . 

. . . the Kaffir led round the horse . .. a valuable schimmelblauvv 
grey that had been salted by recovering from ·horse- &ickness. 
Brett Young City of. Gold 1940 

S tud comprises some 2 0 animals i ncluding 8 t ip-top n'1ares 
. . . Vonk the s i re (Skimmel) ... a former South Africar.·. Boerperd 
Champion . . . Farmer's Weekly 12. 3 . 7 1 

in combination figur . .............,. day/dag 33 - early dawn presum . f r. 

d appled sky. 

[ Afk. fr . Du. s chimmel = grey h o rse, mott led fr . schimmelen:: to 

mildew, grow mouldy prob. cogn. s h immer] 

skinder [1 sk~na (r)] vb inttns. also n. and n . modifier· 

(1) · Coll. 10, 29vb . Gossip, slander; see also -~sltnd.alr 10, 29vb. 

The women may discuss Lena and "skinder" about her. But the 
men are silent. They keep their own thoughts. Mei r ing Candle in 
theWind. 1959 

(2) .!!· Gossip, evil talk freq. in c ombinati on ,__ bek, 19 , 10 , a gossip 

monger; c.-\ ~· \.~ · ~~~ ,~ .. ~'-"t · 
.. . perhaps that will teach you n o t to believe everyt hing that 

old skinderbek says! Ibid 1959 

[ Afk. prob. fr. Du. schenden = to slander, revile, cogn. scandal; 

see skande 9 (+ bek (qv) 10 = mouth cogn. beak] 

skipjack, n . pl. (/J , - s 

12 . {Also s_l;ipper) , ' river salmon' Elops saurus called springer_ (qv) 12 

and the marine variety Cape Salmon 

p l ay. 

on accou n t of its leaping 

One was a skipjack {Elops saurus .. . also calle d Cape Salmon, 
springer, or wildevis ), weighing 3. 600 kg, caught i n the surf from a 
high rock. Grocott' s Mail 28. 1. 72 

[ presum. fr . jumping habits] 

l_s_kipper1 r .... pl. -s 

12. See skipj a ck 12. 
2ski~z n . pl. - s 

[A.E. ] 5. Us u . a long s l eeved tee- shirt in knitted cotton, a lso u sed of 
other knitted garment s . d . B rit. j u.mper . 

Men' s knitted skipper s , long sleeves', three buttons in front. 
P ost 27 . 6 . 7.1 

. • . members of Youth for Christ, Billy Graham ' s hosts, were 
wearing skippers with a fi n ger pointed up wards to a small cross with 
the l egend: One Way. Drum 8 . 5 . 73 

[ presum. a n a l g . jumper] 

[ [ s ld.rtin_g, n. 
' I ' 

( 7. · Butcher's term: pass . erro . 
diaphragm oi b eef. /. 

/ Well, the c h eap est is s ki rtin 
_/ 

[ prob. fr. Eng. sk~' beef )] ]] 

./ 
sign. 

I 
Butcher 19 ~/ 

~ [;;~ vb trns .. -..,_ 
S~!}.g: 10, -2.9 vb. Among ch.~ldr en}._~ig.R~_pi'fic'h, s tc·a l e tc . 

. , 
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2 see a lso zoll 10, 29vb. 

/ / . they regularly sa/n.¥hc skit my je:r~e~· 1 for 'pinched'. 
TriacheJ· Port Elizabeth ~970 

I I 

[ fr. J~~. vb skut = t ·:: impound, see sh-ut 11, 4b] 

1 
s kof [ s k~f] n. pl. ·· te 

31. Alsc skoft: a lap, stage or leg of a journey, sometimes the 

pe~iod or distance of travel between (2)outspa'"\S. (cjv): cf. Canad. march, 

leg of a j ourney: [ [ aiso ( :rare} a s hift or period of work]] 

That last skof was hard. Against the wind ... Heavier and 
heavier. Every step. Fugard Boesman and Lena 1969 

The normal day on the road was made up of two or three stages 
known as skofte; . . . Lawrence Green When the Journey's Over 
1972 

[ Afk. skof = stage (of a journey} fr . Du. schoft = 3 hours work cogn. 

shift, s choften = to :rest, leave off working for a time] 

2 skof (f) [sl.Wf, skof] n . [andvb] 

7, z. Also scoff, skaf (qv) 7, 2 and combination ,...._box/tin 7, 18: ... 
see quot. at skaf 7, 2~ Food, am eal [ >:~al io, rare, as vb to eat] 

cf. Canad. chuck, muck- a - muck. 

* . .. not one of them would s co££ or eat, - they shook their heads 
with a look of horror - 1nee, nee' - and I found that, owing to the ham 
having been put in the same basket ... everything was contaminated to 
them. Lady Anne Barnard Letters and Journals 1797-1801 

.. . after a great deal of sputtering on both sides I recognized 
the words, •Scoff, n1yneer, 1 - Food, sir. Buck Adams Narrative 1884 

When Christmas came I arranged with the Police to join their 
celebrations - th e agreement being that I should provide the drink and 
they the skoff. Jackson Trader on the Veld 19 58 

[ SAE (not Afk. ) fr. Du. schaffen, schaften = to eat, dish up: 

s chaftijd (also schofttijd} = dinner time: p os s. vi a [A. E. J fr . Zu. 

(fr. Du.) isiKhafu = food] 

skoffel [ 1sk~fal, -1] vb t rns . and intrns~ V".. 

11. To cultivate or hoe the ground to clear it of weeds: also as vbl n . 

,....._, ing
0 

For the rest is the woman's sphere - the planting, the 
skof.feling_ or hoeing, the weeding and the harvesting. Walker 
Kaffirs are L i vely 1948 
~ 

[ Afk. fr. Du. schoffelen = to hoe cogn. shuffle] 

skoffler ['skofla {r)] n. pl. - s 

18, ll. Also scoffl_er: a cultivator, hand-opera ted or ox drawn 

hence ~ oxe n . 

2 Separators 
Daily Dispatch Advt. 

13 Skofflers; 
12. 5 . 7 3 

Ox P l oughs and various Farm Tools; .. 

8 Scoffler Oxen Ibid 17. 5 . 72 Advt. 

[h. vb s l-s.offel (qv} + agent. sui£....:...£.!] 

.2J<oft [ ~· 1~ft] n. pl. -en 

31. Se c 
1

skof 31. [ fr . Du. ~schof~, see at 1skof] 



skokiaan ['slcol-;:\:
1
o., n] n. 

8.2. A powerful, ill"i.cit home brew made with yeast"'- cf. Canad. 

hootch(inoo). 

429 

y~hen he ':!a'-ted sk.9·l:C'Gfn - breYI·~with y~t and ~ter - he 
we2_-t to Cape L$fCatfon, phere ,~olo~.r'ed pJ§?,.J')~;Iive~ . . ~. Sl,okiaan 
b~ng :mu_c_?_~ong~Kan-rrialt hee"r ... --E.-!\Apah C:;lD.~~]..e: Down 2nd 
Avenue ~ / 

X pleaded guilty to being in possession of two gallons of 
skokiaan. Daily Dispatch 13. 7. 7 2 

In combination ~ gueen 19, 2; see also shebe~~:g_l9, 2, 

a l so (3) queen: a woman dealing in illicit liquor es p. ,....._, 

Often, a well-kno·..vn 'Skokiaan Queen' was sent to prison without 
the option of a fine. In such cases the Stokveld helped with the home 
and children till th e member came out of jail. Peter Abrahams 
M~- 1946 1956 edit. 

[ etyn' .. dub. poss. h . Ngu. or Bantu isi-~okeya meaning/s uncertain, 

poss. Du. schokken = to shake, agitate, shock] 

_?kolly/i e [ ' skn l1', sk~-] n. pl. -ies 

19. A Coloured street hoodlum, usu. a criminal or potential criminal 

and member of a gang. cf. Austr. bodgie, a teddy boy or 'larrikin':. see 

also tsotsi 19, 2 and ~ broek 5 . 

. . . tsotsis and skollies who lurk in street corners, waiting t o 
assault and rob innocent people? Post 14. 3. 71 

Thi s tune takes me back to the time when I was still a skollie. 
Coloured Priest 7. 7. 71 

[ Afk. prob. fr. Du.. _s_choelje = a rogue, ra seal, also thought rel. 

Afk. skorrie morrie = rifraff fr. Hebrew or Yiddish] 

[ 
oJ ., .., J 

skolliebxo ek 'skoh ,bruk .Eh..!!.: 
5. Cut ojf 'half rnast1 t-rousers: at one time almost invariable 

skollie {qv) 19 dress . 

A. Tell him to take those halfmast skolliebroek home. 
B. That's not a skolliebroek - they'r e Bermuda shorts . 

Girl 13 1971 

[ Afk. skollie (qv) + broek = trousers] 

skolollie Crsk'b ' loit] n . 

Poss. reg. E . Cape 15. A ball game played by two teams in which 

members crossing a line are bowled out: one succeeding in crossing 

twelve tirnes shouts ~.J which frees the whole t eam. [Unknown] 

skoon-· [skVan-] o.d_L-e.:.rd~ 

2 7i. Al1:0o ~h~: b e autiful-: found inS. Afr. place names Skoonberg , 

Schoongezicht, Skoonu.itsig. [ Afk. fr. Du. schoon = fair, beautiful, 

pure etc.] 



--------------------------------~------------------------------------------------

430 

s kop [ skbp] E.:3:e.£ v~· trns. and intrns. 

Coll. Slang. 10, Kick: :.1s in ' I gave him a ,1"-.... 1 or have a 

good time as in ' We're going to give it a r ...J that night. 1 Informants 

As 29vb to kick. 

Now h ere we make ;:riends . . . Skop man, S ~«:op, Skop . . .. 
S tar 9 . 6. 73 

I n combination op ,...._., {qv), "- die ~!..~ 1qvJ-.- skiet en donder (qv) 

a ll 15 , and -.._ law~29vb - to kick up a row. 

We were not out to skop lawaai. ... we wore expensive clothes 
and moved around with pretty dolls . Drum 8 . 4 . 7 2 

-to 
[ Afk. fr. Du . . schoppen =#\kick, swing] 

-----> 

( \ 

L 

skop- die-blik [ , sk~p cU' 'bl!k] vb phr. as n . 

1 5 . A children's game of hide and seek or 1block' for any number 

i n _which if one playe r can kick the tin which is the bloc~ and shout 

.-...., \ all those already blocked are f r ee: al8o oc:c. kicl<: the tin (qv) 15 . 

Of course skat. Doctor says as soon as your leg i s strong 
enough you' ll be able to do everything. Even playS kop die Blik. 
NewS. Afr . W r iting VoL III n.o date pub. Purnell 

[ Afk. kick the tin] 

sko~skiet ~n donde:~; ['sk~p,skit an' dona (r)] vb phr...: as n. or n. moC.iii e.· 

1 5, 2.S a dj. See skictl'en,donder 10, 15 , 29adj.x 

C' ,. J skottel sk.:>tl, - al n. pl. - s 
' 

1 8. Dish, p l atter or bowl: used l oosely of many container-'.lter..sils. 

In combination b l ik,..""'" 1, 19, 10. A term of abuse equ:i.v. of blighter, 

blackguard etc., lit. 'tin dish.' [ Afk. fr. Du. schotP.l prob. cogn. 

chattel= dish or bowlfr. lat scutella dimin. of scuta -· shield(+ blik 
= tin)] 

skrik [ skr~k] ·.!l· and vb trns. a nd int~ns. 

(1} Coll. 16, 10 . A fright: .see quot. at papr..at l 0 , 2.9adj~o-d-~M. rs~~. 

"Who, rne? 11 •• • meantime feeling th e skriks nw..ning '.lP and 
down my spine. Darling 12.. 2. . 75 

[ Afk. fr. Du. 5 chrik = fright, alarm] 

(2) 29vb, 10. To frighten or be frightened. 

The Britstowu Era comes out with ... 11 THE DREAD 
:tv1 ESSENGER" . . . The Era should be more careful about "s chrikki.nry' 1 

.folks . Grahamstown Journal 10. 9. 1892 -• 

[ Afk. fr. Du. schrikke!l_ = to start, be frightened] 

skui:f~ ~\ [ ' sl<oe't-£t,) 'sker.-] n pl. - s 

8, 10. 

as n . 

No soone r doer he c hl;.ck n ·1 e clo'\Jn .. . then 1 thr.o'-v hirrt \viLh a 
skCip fn:in1 my r tg h t boot . .. One more s kop, thi s ti r:-1e frorn bcbin d, 
and he's out for the count . Darli ng } 2. 3. 7 5 
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skut [ skoet, ska t] n. pl. - s 

( l) 4b, 11. A us"L' .. municipal p0und in wbic!1 straying anima.ls are 

confined. 

Sto ck was often sent by angry f~rmcrs to the skut (pound}, and 
only released on payment of a fee of so :ni.lch per he3.d. Jackson 
Trader on th~ Veld 1958 

In combination~. m eester 19; see poundmaster 19, 

,....._ vee 11, impounded stock; -- kraal 11. 

... on calling for the horses I had engaged, found they had 
been put in the schut-kraal or pound. Thompson Tra~~ls inS. A. II 1327 

,.......,_, geld(money) 24, pound f ees. 
l 
As his neighbours made their pocket money from 'schutg~J.d' 

{pound fees) by catching his stock t respas sir..g on their farms, Rooi 
was advised to sell one thou s and of his horses to provide the where­
withal for the cost of fencing. Jackson .Trader on the V eld 19 58 

(2) -~kut [skat] vb trns . Slang among children 10, 29vb: see 

skit 10, 29vb. 

[ Afk. fr . Du. schut = screen, fence, partition, vb schutten = t0 

impound, fence] 

1 
skyfie ['ske:tf!J E.· pl. - s 

~,~..tV.. · 

(1) Coll. 7. A sect ion of fruit., 11£11 1 '' .,.,; d. Brit. ' a pig of 

" your orange. ' 

.G.Ut.e-1n e a slcyfie of your naaT.tjie. Chile! . 

(2 ) Coll. 7 . Potato chips (Brit. ' crisps ') usu. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. schijf = slice+ dimin. s uf£. -ie] 

? . 
-~kyfie [' skei. fl'] n. 

Coll. Slang. ..a, 10. 

pl. : 

.. g. g, 71 

see also at s la n 29ad 
·-:.=.=.. l 0 . . 

cigarette, lit. a ' puif ' or 1 draw' cf . B rit. slang 'ilri.t£~ ~ a quick 

draw at a cigarette' Partridge pictionary of Slang and Unconventional 
E!1glis F1 

[ Afk. skuif = puff (of smoke) + dimin. suff. -ie] 

~ ~ <; \Ov..--a...o.. u_. CA-d~ ~. <;.'1{j 

j!1a_g_ [ slax) _v~~~~difier and n . 

(1) 29vb. To slaughter : also in combination .-........, ska~:e.z sheep ready 

for slaughter, and ~ tery, see butchery 30' also ~~o...__ ~.58'&" 
We will h a.ve to s l ag a sheep next week because we are h a ·ving 

visitors . Grahamstown Schoolgirl 1970 

10 figur. equiv. of Coll. 'slay' as in 1M a 1ll slag me i£ I'm l ate today. 1 

( 2) n . poss. obs. see quat. also s lari ter 27e 

lOth O ctober 1836 Pa.to said to Colonel Somerset, he h ad heard 
that Colonel Smith' s last great meeting was to be the tim6 of the 

great ' slag' t a nd that all t h e big wig s and friendly chiefs were to be 
knocked on the h e ad. .. J . M. Bowker M S . Diary 

"" {o '(..:.U 
[ Afk. fl- . Du . .sl.a..c.t..te.u.~ogn.. slay, slaught0r] 

slagter ['slaxt;;, (J· )J .E.:..._Pr_efx 

27 e . Butcher, killer: in place naPne Slagt ersnek: see also butc~: e.:y 30. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. _slachte~::: butcher, slayer] S£..). t\rl"'\.'\ ~· ~~~c..t..! 

~~~ ~~~ \'-"~0[ 
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-slang [ -sla~] n . suff. 

(1) 6 . f-~nake: suffixed to t he names of seve ral snakes e. g . boom,........._, 

(qv j, spuu.g ,......__ _ (qv), bakkop( '"'"'} (qv ) all 6. [ .k~k. fr. Du. slang 

= snake] 

(2) slang- [ s la~] n . prefx:! 28. Snake-: prefx in numerous names often 

of poisonous plants usu. sugges t i rlg_ some association. with snakes , and 'not 

infrequently i nvolving som•e popular falla cy. ' C.A. Smith Common 
or S. t orn1entosun1 

Name s of S . Afr. P l ants 19 66 e. g . """-- a~ ~anum "Jf>ur chelh~~~ see 

snake appl~ 28; f"J bessie (boom / bos) species of Lycium (also 

S'olanum "Bu:rche_llii; ~ blom 13 Mansonia sp ecios~; ~ bos (qv) 28; 

~ brood, see slangkos 28; ~ kop(head) 2 8, any of sever a l species 

including Lyco per don hyemale, see devil' s snuffbox 2 8 and other species 

some nan1ed for the toxic principle contained in them, others from a 

likeness to a snake' s head: ~ kos (qv) 28. 

( 3) slang.:,, [ slan] n. prefx. 2 7d. Sna.ke: prefx in p l ace nam es 

Slangriver, Slangkop and in ..-..,..,_.. mecster 19, snake charmer . 

. . . among the Bushmen are found i ndividuals called s lang-meesters 
( serp~nt-masters) who possess the power of charming the fiercest 
serpents, and of readily curing their bite. Thompson Travels in S . A. I 
1827 

and i n ........._, steen(tii e) [.'s tr <HJki, - c1] 16 , see snake stone 16. 

S ome f armers still have great faith in the so- called "snake-· stones 11 

... - the slangsteentjies hundreds of year s o ld which came o r igin ally from 
the Du·~..ch E&st Indies and have been preserved as heirlooms. Seldom 
can the owner of a snake stone be persuaded to sell it. Lawrence Green 
Karoo 1955 

[ Afk. fr. Du. s l a ng= snake (meester cogn. master, steen dogn. stone)] 

slangbos [ ' s l a 5 1 Lo s] n . 

28. Either Lycium kraus ii (slangbessie) or Elytrotrappus scaber. 

s l angbos . . . This is the plant mentioned by T hunberg {177 3) as 
"seriphium" as being a good re1n edy in the form of decoctions against 
intestinal worms and also used as an antidote for snake bite ... 
C.A. Smith Common Names of S. Afr . Plants 1966 

[ Afk. fr . Du. slang= snake + bosch cogn. bush] 

s laggko s [ 1 sla~1 ko s] ..!!· 

28. ,Amanita phalloides, the deadly poisonous 'd eath cup or 'death cap: 

also called s l ang brood ~br ead) 28 and d'..1jw~ls ( devil~) brood 28: the 

name is from the old belief that snakes feeding on this fungus obtained 

their venom from it. [ Afk. fr. Du. slang_= snake+ kost = foo d, vi-:tuals-

~ [sl ap] _adj . 

Coll. 16 , 29adj. Feeble, limp, without energy. 

I'm well over the operation but I s till feel a bit slap. 
Graham s town 1971 

Woman 

......._., gat: [ 1 sl.ap ,xat] s lovenly, slack, In combination Slang, Obj. 10 . 
sloppy. 

Mrs. - said in class this morning that we were the most sl.apgat 
school she'd ever bee n in. Child 13 Feb. 197 4 

Slang. 7. Fried potatoes as serv ed with fish or steak 
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not {2) skyfj es {potato c r isps ) 11; """"- siekte 1 1, dourine: a d-i.s ~ase of 

horses and do nkeys s:.milar to nagana (qv) 11, .:: Is o caused by a 

trypanosom.e; i t can be transmitted by stallion tu m a re i n n1ating. 

[ Afk. ~ = weak, flaccid] 

slat [slat] n. and vb. 

Slang. 20, 29vb. A s vb u su imp. Beat, hit or strike: as n esp. 

among children, a b bw, clout etc . as in 'He ch<~eked X today and so h e 

gave him a helluva slat'. cf. k lap 20, Jam. E. elate, Austr. dong~ "s touS.: 
. {"0 . 

[ Afk. slaat fr. Du. slaan ="hit] 

slave- , n . prefx. 

18. Prefixed to several tern>s, relics of the slave-owing days of the 

colony: as in ~ lodge (qv) 17, ,....._ guarters 18 , u su. c r ypts 

under C 18 Dutch houses ; ,__, h o l e , sleeping place indoors for a female 

slave, r-...,.; bell a bell set u su. in a tall, whitewashed arch for 

summo n i ng slav es esp. on Cape far~s; __.,chair, s ee quat. 

The utility chairs made of stinkwood o r y ellowwood with sol id 
square l egs but attractively styled wooden backs are us ually referred 
t o as S l ave chairs denoting that many of these were made by slaves, 
particula rly on farms . . . Fehr Treasures at the Castl e of Good 
H ope 1963 

.sra~eeu~~·0n·e-mi~~/laa~.--BC5SCh__b.ntlQ1.._-t-"5~bi·d 

Slave L~ n.prop. 

17, 18. The building in whi ch the slaves of the Dutch East India 

Company and later tho s e of the British Government were housed in 

Cape T oln. [ Later the old Supreme Court Building, now the Cultural 
Museum_, 

Der.artment of the Slave Lod~ ... a large building in whi c h 
the government slaves, to the number of 3 30, are l odged. African 
Court Cal endar for 1807 

In that year [181 1] under British rule, the building was altered 
b y Thibault from the Slave Lodge to the Supreme Court. Cape Argus 
30 . 8.73 

1_sl~ [ sli:p] vb intr ns . 

[A. E.] 2, 29vb. Sign: to li e or to lie down, not necessarily to be asleep: 

substand. but regularly heard as a substitute for 'lie (dow~' in the 

l anguage of children influenced by Africans . 

11 was s l eeping on the g round in the middl e of the s crum and 
someone stood on me. 1 English speaking schoo].....boy 17 ex Tr':l.nskei 
area. 

[ Ngu. u k ulala = to sleep, lie dovm] 
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~s_leeE_ [sh.ap] vb trns. 

Call. 29vb. Drag, pull along . 

. . . thear apeard to be s crfishent blood for a Ox but they 
Kaffcrs had sleped him into a bead of rushes . Jeremiah Goldswain 
Chronicle I 1819-3E 

It's me, that thing you sleep along the road. 
and Lena 1969 1973 edit. 

Fugarcl Boesrnan 

Derivatively sleper, a type of bush-cutter or eradicator dragged over 

veld for clearance . 

. . . where the veld is fairly level, farmers in this area use, 
today, an implement known locally as a I Sleper1 which, by being 
dragged through a patch, uproots the bushes. Fa rmi!!8: in S . ~· 
Dec. 1931 cit. Swart \"1~4-P.."b'-~~s""-s·. A Sv.v~\t..-...rd. 
and in combination ,........__mist 3 3: l ow lying ground mist or fog. 

A policeman described the heavy mist at Luderitz yesterday 
as "sleep mist" (rolling fog), which brought visibility down to a 
m i nimum . E . Provine e Herald 4 . 4. 7 4 

[ Afk. fr. Du. slepen = drag, tow, cogn. Middle Eng. (y-)schleppen] 

slenter, n. pl. - s 

30. See s chl enter 30: also snyde/ snide diamonds 30. 

slim [ shm] adj. 

Cal l. 10, 29adj. Clever, usu. with connotations of cunning, crafty 

or wily freq. in combination r- ~rel, or with first name 

/""--" Jan nie, "-" Piet etc. see quot. at k@rel l, 19. 

He is a slim kflre,h that van der Heyden, to think of turning 
a. hoot into a c ough which needed a glass of water. Fairbridge That 
Which Hath Been 1913 

... he was known among his Boer comrades- at- arms as "Slim 
Jannie". . .. "Slim" as they used it, simply meant "clever" and n ot, 
as some of his d e trac tors often suggested, "cunning " or "crafty" . 
Daily News 19. 5 . 70 

[ Afk. fr. Du. slim = sly, cunning, clever, smart] 

slip- s l ops, ...E.!.:.E· 
5. Backless sandals: see beach thongs 5 and champals 25, 5 cf. Brit. 

flip-· flops . 

Boys going to and from the Swimming Bath, after changing in 
their Houses, are to wear dressing gowns or overcoats. Permitted 
footwea~ t~ckies, s lipslQJ2 S or 1 eathe r shoes . Headmaster's school 
rules , u-ra.1amstown 19I5 

[ fr. sound and appear ance] 

sloot [ sbr~t, slu:t] n. pl. - s 

22, 1!. Also very freq . sp. sluit (qv ) 22, 11 

( I ) 11, 18 . A man-made furrow (qv) 11, 18 for irrigation purposes or 

other wate r supply. 

There is no water but wh at runs down t h e streets in the sloot, a 
paved c h annel, which brings the water from the rnountain and supplies 
the houses and gardens. Lady Duff Gordon Letters 1861-2 



( 2) 22. A ditch or other small watercours e usu. worn by rain: 

see also don go. 22. 

Water is already !'unning quite strongly in the sloots and veld 
pitialls ar e completely disguised by the snow. Star 18. 9. 71 

[ Aik. fr . Du. sloot = ditch] 

sluit [ slu:t:] n . pl. - s 

22, 11, 18. Freq. sp. form in SAE erron. for ...2loot (qv} 22 poss . 

fr. analg. with sp. of 'fruit' , or fr . confusion with spruit (qv) 22, 

also a water course . 

. . . charged and brimming with flood waters from the 
Drakensberg peaks . . . and from a hundred rushing slui ts . . . (see 
(2) sleet) Birkby Thirstland Treks 1936 

Soon he had turned into Dorpstraat, the long oak- shado....,ved 
street leading out of the town. On either side th e water sang in the 
sluits .. . {see {1} sloot) Krige The Dr~am and the Desert 1953 

[ pron. sp. form of Afk . .2_loot (qv}] 

s luk [sloek, slak] n. and vb trns. 

Cell. 29vb, 8. (To) swallow, gulp. 

H~re - have a drink. 
(Radio S . A .) 23. 5. 72 

Hey, hey, don't sluk the lot! The Loser 

•. . a tiekie draai coming out the loud speaker and the crowd 
shiftl·-g and muttering and taking sluks out the half jacks they got in 
they back pockets. Darling 26. 2. 75 

...- .. hot water melon . . . no shade to kee p it cool isn' t a bler ry 
joke man. Let alone trying to catch a sluk of yore cane and Coke .. . 
I bid 12.2. 75 

Also figur . esp. among children, e . g. 'l'v1ake up some story. Ma'll 
slul\ anything. r . 
[ Afk. fr. Du. s likken = to swallow] 

~: [ sle-x:t] modifi e r 

11, 29adj. Of or pertaining to sheep u su. ewes with worn- down teeth, 

usu. fr . age but also fr. hard or sparse (2)veld {qv) 11, 22 cf. Austr. 

gummy, a n old and toothless s h eep. 

15 Registered Slyt Ewes Evening Post Advt. 7 . 7. 73 

1 159 MERINO EWES full mouth- slyt Farmer ' s W eekJ.y Advt. 
18.4.73 

[ Afk. fr. Du. slijten = to wear away, wear out] 

~aak [ sma.k] vb trns 

C e ll. 10, 29vb. To fancy a girl, clothes etc . , to r e lis h food or drink: 

generally applied s i gn. 1 approve of' esp. among childr e n as in 

' I smaak his new j ean s , .. . this i ce cream, . . . playing rugby when 

it' s cool etc. 1 S..(...(...,~;- . r- ~ ~ ?S'\0. 

Ya, she ' s not so bad. but I smaak the ones with their padding a 
little l ower, 1 r eturned the other laug hing. Forum Vol. 6 No. 2 1970 

[ Afk. fr. Du. smaken = to relish, savour, l ike e t c .] 

~mall father / mother, n. pl. - s 

[A.E.] 19 , 2 . See quat. at f a th er 19, 2 . 



small little, ~£i.:.~: 

J.O, 29red. See littlf~_l O, 29red. 

He was a smal~. little fellow - n o more than 15cm h i gh and 
45 em lm1g. Rand D ~t.i.:.ly Mail 8 . 6. 7 1 · 

[ at littl;:] 

small stock unit, E.:_Ehr_. 

l J., 4b. See stock u :!1it 1 J. 

srnallworking, n . p l. - s 
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3 0. A privatel y owned gold m ine worked by own ers, u su. in Rhodesia . 

~mear, vb trn s. 

18 , 29v b. To sprec:td or treat floo r s wit h mis (qv) 18, varying mixtures 
l( 

containing cowdung: ~ ing, a method of floor dressing in country 

districts: see quot. at (2)mis 18, also misvlo~r_l8., and dung floor. 18. 

when the r.oud floor ... was freshly smeared with mist it 
smelt of bullock's blood and cowdung-as well. Pauline Smit h 
L i ttle Karroo 1926 1936 ed:it. 

" 0 But I can't put them on the floor . .. Wet cow-· dung. The post-
office floor had just recently b een smear ed. Bosman Jurie StevH' s 
PostOffice 1971 

[ :ir. i'Jk. smeer = to spread, rub] 

x e{I\YI~-\"'J..~ ,~ ~"'-~ c.ov-.cl'--'--\ ~ ~~. 
smeerlap [ 1 sm:ta (r ), J.ap] .E· pl. - s, -pe 

Slang . 1, 19 , 10. An abusive mode of address or refe rence, equiv. 

of blackguard, cad, bastard. 

1 J a, I know, 1 said Van Ryn in Dut ch, ' but when an Afrikander ' s 
t urned khald like that - King George and the Union Jack stuck all over 
him - he ' s not a brother-in-law, he's a smeerlap:. 
Stephen Black The Dorp 1920 

[ Afk. fr . Du. smeerlap lit . ' greasing clout' = b l a.ckgu ard] 

smeerperskes [ ' sm't.a (r},p~(r ) skas, -pe:r] ~· 

7 . See per ske...-smeer 7, also E_each leather 7 . 

smell out, vb trns . 

2, 16, ~.Also as vbl ~· smelling out: the proces s of 

detection of a witch or other evildoer by a witchdoctor: (qv) 19, 2, 16 

by means of medicines and incantation s , freq. assisted by corroboration 

or the reverse by his hearers: to detect a witch by these means . 

• . . there will be a smelling out, but a. smelling out of a new sort, 
for he and you shr~.ll be the witch-finders, and at that ~mclli.ng out h '::! 
will give to d eath all thosE! '-"''hom h e fears . . . Rider Hagga.rd Nacla the 
_Li.ly 1895 

. . . The remedy was for the "victim " to go t o n. witchdoctor, wh:1 
would. smell the witch out, sometimes u ·s ing informati on g l e aned from the 
unwitting patient. f:f.Jn . Jusli.ceD. D.V.I<annemeyer cit Grocott'~,; Mc:i1 
9. 5. 72. 

[ tran s . Bantu / Ngu . _qkuNuka = di.vine, smell out (a l so vb intrs . tc smeiU~ 



.-· 

437 

smelter ['sme 1.t:~ (r)] n. pl. - s 

4b, 19. Also sames.~~elter 19, 4b: fusionist, a me;nber or suppo r t er 

of the coalition of the Na t (National) and S~ {qv) 4b (S. Afr.) Parties 

which f ormed the Uni ·~ ed Pa. r tr: (qv) 4b. in 193 3, of which the present 

Nationalist Party (Nat~, ( 1)HNP.) was a splinter group. 

There was a bj g photograph of General Sm1.·.ts on the walL Mr. -
described himself as a "smelter", a sort of coalition Sap. Cape Times 
8. 11. 72 

[ .Afk . smelt= t o coalesce, merge +agent. sui£. ~ fr. Du. smelt~~= 

t o melt {sam e = together)] 

smoor [sm1fa(r)] vbtrns . 

7, 29vb. Braise, stew. cf. ''seethe' . 

. . . fry (or " smoor" as they say in Dutch) in boiling fat or butter . 
Mix wit..'l the stock . . . Hildagonda Duckitt' sRecipes 1966 edit. 

In combinations ,........., snoek (qv) 7, -.._,. vis 7, also partie . ,..__ e d 

fis~ snoek 7,. chicken 7, mixed dish e s of fish braised wit h onion, 

potatoes, spices and s ometimes toma~o, u s u . served with ric e : a.lso 

occ . made with chicken: see quot. at stockfi s h 1 2. 

His smoorvis was magnificent and this added t h e aroma of onions 
and chillies to the air . Lawrence Gree n When the Journey's Over 1972 

-r.o 
[ Afk. fr. Du. smoren = llstew cogn. smother] 

smous [ smaV s] n. pl. - es 

30, 19. Formerly an itinerant pedlar, often Jewi sh, who made a 

living hawking various goods from farm to farm: cf. Jam. E . higgl er . 

. . . but brandy (the only luxury b e sides t obacco in which the p oor er 
boors indulge) i s purchased from smouses, or hawker s , who travers e 
the remotest skirts of the Col ony with wag.,gon-lo ads of this detestable 
beverage. T homps on Travels in S . A . II 182 7 

In combination vrugterv {fruit), 'J:appie (gv) ~ , a soft goods pedlar 

dealing in cloth a nd other material s; gold ,-......, a I"'"'-" d ealing in jewellery.A 

Craftiest of all these trade rs was the gold smouse. He specialised 
in jewe llery. When h e entered a new d istrict h e sel ected a man of 
s t anding ... and sold him a fir st- class gold wat c h at far below cost 
price. That was all the adverti sement necessar y. Lawrence Green 
Land of Afternoon 1949 

[ Afk. 2..!:£9~ = h awker, pedler fr . Du. smous = abusive name for a Jew, 

fr .mausche rel. Mose s] 

.E_~u s ( e) [ smaV s , sma"\1z] vb usu . intrns. 

10, 29vb. To peddle g oods in outlying districts: a l so p a rtie. or v bl n . 

,...._,_ing : loosely to -._,around: see fo ssick 30, 10. 

Having given up Kurve ying - I thoug ht a Smous ing trip mi ght pay, 
I got a waggon l oad of goods from W .R. Thompson a t 6 months Credit, and 
start ed . T hom a s Stubbs R e mini s c e n ces I 18 7 6 

[ fr . ~_9-~§.. (qv)] 
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snaaks [ snu. k s] ad.L. 

S l ang. 10, 29adj. Peculiar, strange etc. , fun~1y (amusing}. 

Yeste rday, when it was n early dark, I knew there was something 
snaaks about .t he bt:.shes; I was trying to r emembe r. Mari e Philip 
Caravan Caravel 197 3 

[ Afk. fr . Du. snaal'!?.. = comical, droll] 

snake apple, n. pl. - s 

28. Solanum :Bur chellii, dwar f spiny species of t h e Solananaceae with 

poisonous fruit: a lso sla ngappe! (qvJ 28, bitter~! and devil' s apple.~ 

A family which covers a very great varie ty of pla nts is the 
solanaceae family . . . Included in this family is the plant known as 
"devil's apple" or "snake apple", the fruit of which is v ery poisonous . 
Evening P os t 30. 6. 73 

[ poss . trans. slang~ poss . vi ce versa] 

snake ston€2_ E.· pl. - s 

16. Also sla~(e)steentjie (qv) 16, a porous stone or bone formerly 

believed to extract and absorb venom from a snake bite . A lso Brit. 

and U .S. ~,?tkestone, adderstonez serEent stone. 

The Hottentots are a cquainte d with several vegetable a ntidotes 
against the poison of serpents; but th e most approved remedy amongst 
the Dutch i s the slange- steen o r snake- stor~ which they hold to be 
i nfallible. Barrow Travels I 1801 cit. Pettman 

snaphe.~ [ ' snap,ha. n] E.· pl. - s 

20. Early name for a muzzle loading flintlock musket, also called 

Baviaan boui (b aboon' s butto c k ). 

The gun known to the trekker a s a snaphaa n w as of the flintlo ck 
pat tern and it fired r o u nd, lead bullets . C. Gra ham Botha Our S . A. 
Past a nd Present 19 38 

Flintlo cks were t he guns mostly us ed by the Voortrekk e r s , sin ce 
percussion caps reached them only between 1834 and 1846. These 
expert hunters did not speak of a roer but us ed the term snaph aan 
(flintlo ck).. Daily Dispatch 22. 7 . 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. §naphqfll {early Eng. s n a phance) = earl y t ype of flint 

lo c k fr. snap(pen) + ha.an = hamm e r of a gun, cogn. cock, whence a 

gun fitt e d with this lock] 

sneeu- [ 1 s niu-] n. prefx. 

27a, 13. Snowf : prefx. found in place names Sn eeub erg, Sneeukraa1 

and in flower n am e ,.__ blom 13, Protea c ryophila which is d ensely 

white and grows above the snow line. [Afk. fr. Du. sneeuw cogn. snow] 

sneezcwood, n . 

18, 32. The large forest tree pteroxylon obliguum (P . utile ) and. i t::; 

timbe r which i s exceptionally hard and durabl e, used for f encing posts, 

railway sleepers and some furniture: its smell causes sneezing and 

h ay fever. 
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... it was soon found that, apart from stinkwood, sneezewood 
was the only really durable material, and this proved extremely 
difficult to shape. Lewcock C 19 Architecture. inS. A . 1963 

Sneezewood iu too hard for nails, so the steps ... are kept in 
place by pegf, . . . Grocott' s Mail 27. 7. 71 

Sneezewood, where I have seen it polished, has an almost 
glassy gleam. E. Province Herald 30. 7. 73 

[ 'trans. Afk. nies = -t~neeze + hout = wood] --" --

!me1skrif [ 1 snel, skr}.f] n. prop. 

34. A system of shorthand devised !or the Afrikaans language. 

PART- TIME CLASSES IN Shorthand Snelskrif 
Typewriting Bookkeeping Cape Times 3. 5. 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. snel = swift, rapid + skrif· cogn. script] 

'5V'\\~ S-elL ~J~ ~ S'~9 . 

snikkie ['sn±ki', 1sn:L-] E.· pl. -s 

Coll. · 7, 10. A little slice, small portion. 

Just a snikkie of the orange cake if I may. Informant ex 
George 30. 8. 74 

[ prob. translit. Afk. snit= cut or~= a slice + dimin. suff. -tjiiJ 

snide [snal,d] adj . 

30, 29adj. See snyde 30, 29adj . 

snoek [ sn~k] n. and n. modifier. 

12. Thyrsites ().tun, the edible scaleless sea fish comrn:im in Cape 

waters, known in Natal as barracouta / cuda, freq. salted and dried, 

esp. at the Cape, where it used for the the traditional dishes 

smoor(gv) ~ 7 and ,.-......J pekelaar (qv} 7 : also combinations 

China ~ 12, a smaller variety appearing later in the season, and 

~ kierie 20, the club with which this fierce fish i s dispatched when 

caught or landed: ~ (ing) season , ~boats, ~fishing etc. 

c£. U.S. snook, Jam. E . lanternjaw snook for Centropomus undecimalis: 

see quot. at (2)duiker . 

In naming the snoek " zee snoek" the pioneers obviously realized 
that they had found something different from the Dutch fresh-water pike. 
Small snoek, up to twenty-four inches, are often referred to as China 
snoek. F i shermen declare that China snoek are caught after the 
ordinary snoeking season is over; they have thicker bodies and shorte:r 
heads than the large snoek. Lawrence G r een Grow Lovely)Growing Old 
1951 

\ 
The men had cau g ht a lot of s no ek. Lena had never seen s noek 

befor e . She was glad she had never had to deal with thos e hideous jaws, 
with the wicked, needle-like teeth. Meiring Candle in the Wind 19 59 

[ Afk. fr. Du. (zee} snoek = (sea) pike] 

snoep [ snup] adj. 

Coll. 10, 29adj. Stingy, 

greedy, grasping fr. Du. snoepen = to enjoy (stealthily)] 
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snotlenA-trane ~sn~tan'tro.,:na] n.phr. usu. modifjer 

Slang.lO, 16, 29adj. Lit. lr13not and tears'f": a stale of maudlin misery: 

of or pertaining to sue h a £.tate, or to literature or. other enterJainm.ent · 

inducing it. A d. Brit. and U.S. tear- jerkerS-e.t-dco o..p-o\ .d:J ~ ~~~~ 
- [~rn'-\:.:.} 

Now is the tim"~• surely, for Afrikaners to get away from what--
someone has called tb= 11snot en trane" approach to drama. Grocott' s 
Ma.il 10. 10. 72 · 

He suggests that up to now Afrikaans dramas have been of the 
1 snot en trane'variety. Ibid 13. 10. 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. snotteren = to snivel + en = and + traan = tear + pl. suff. ~ 

s notsi ekte [ 1 s n'5 t 1 sikta] n. 

11. Any of several animal diseases manifested in copious mucous 

discharge from the nose: malignant catarrhal fever of stock, generally 

thought to be transmitted by wildebeest (qv ) 6, or v e ld on which wihlebees t 

have grazed. 

Many years ago when game was plentiful, it was observed by 
farmers in the Transvaal and elsewhere in South Africa that a peculiar 
disease which they called snotsiekte ... broke out among their c a ttle 
in contact with wildebeeste. E. Province Herald 24. 7. 1925 

.y'('.'!>~. 
[ Afk. snot = nasal muc,tus + siekte fr . Du. ziekte = disease] "--
snuffbox, devil' s, old maid's , n. 

28. Lycoperdon hyemale: see devil' s snuff box 28. 

1 sny [ sne:t] vb trns. 

11, 29vb. To castrate: see cut 11. [ Afk. fr. Du. snijden = to cut, 

castrate, geld] 

2 
~ [ snex.] vb trns. freq. p as s. 

Call. 10, 29vb, 15. To oust or 'cut out' sam eone with a boy or girl 

friend: hence to be-..... d, to be superseded by someone else in the 

affections of the beloved. 

He1 s always so madly jealous of her because he's terrified of 
b e ing sny-d. Girl 15 1974 

[pass . fr . Eng. cut out] 
l 

snyde diamond( s ) [ snat d] n. phr. 

30. Spurious, imitation diamonds used in the earl y days of the Diamond 

Fields for swindling or other illicit purposes, or for trapping: see also 

schlenter 30 {slenter): a l so applied to counterfeit gold coins or other 

spurious articles, see quat. 

A brief examination satisfied the disgu s t ed ins p ector t h at the 
astute Yankee h ad once more turned the l augh against him. T h e things 
were 1 schl ent ers 1 or snyde di amonds. cit. Pettman Africanderisms 
1913 (no source given) 

... men who travelle d in Cape Carts l aden with ' snide' jewe llery aw 
mercha.ndi se were the curse of the country... Cohen Reminiscences 
of Kimberley 1911 

[ prob. fr. Du. s ni jdcn = to ove rcharge or fleece, or pass. fr. Yiddish] 
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snysel~ [•sne"!.sdls, - z] pl. n. 

7. Noodles : see quot., also melk ~ (qv) 7 . 

. . . how fond the children had been of her snysels! ... flour 
mixed with well- beaten egg till it was stiff dough; a little salt. 
Then you had to roll the paste, lifting it as you rolled . . . You rolled 
it like a carpet and then you cut it lengthwise into strips . .. 
Stuart Cloete Watch for the Dawn 1939 · -· 

[ Afk. snysels = noodles fr. Du . snijdse]£: clippings, cuttings] 

various 
' 

Substarid~ 29red. 10. Used either in deviant word order e. g. 'he 

gets so on her nerves' or redundantly in SAE: in phr. -._ a little. 

'lt was my birthday: we danced so a little and had a few drinks. ' 

Coloured informant, Cape Town 1971. 

Can you read and write? Ja, meneer, so a little. A. B. Marchand 
Dirk, A South African 1913 cit Swart \,~4- f.\\v~~t·..,.._,. .. !-\~":\'~\~~ . 

[trans. Afk. so 1 n bietji e = just a little, a bit] 

Also in phr . or """-', as in 'let's have a cup of co £fee or so.' 

[trans. and abbr . of Afk. of so(iets) = or something of the sort, like 

that, etc.] 

sobo .. sobo [ ·,s::> bo' so b'5] _g. 

14. ~'"lso msobosobo: Solanum nigrum: also n a s(ter)gal, the berries 

of which are u sed for a jam similar to blackberry: see quot. at 

nas(ter)gal 14 . 

. . • the plant is a species of Solanum ... some of which ·are 
poisonous, and some of which are edible. This complex of species 
includes the European species Solanum nigrum, Black or Garden 
Nightshade .... The name is u:sually given as msobo or umsobo, 
sometimes as msobo-sobo in the Transkei. Farmer's Weekly 21. 4. 72 

[ Ngu. {u)msobosobo plant name for this species] 
I 

soet: [ s~t] adj. prefx 

(1) Sweet: prefx sign. usu. sweet tasting as in "'- koekies (qv) 7, 

,......._riet (qv) 14, or, as in the names of plants, sweet smelling or 

1 swe~t' sign. opposite of 'bitter ' or '~' and therefore suitable for 

stock1 e . g . ~gras (qv) 11; ""-'veld II, see {2)veld, sweet 11; 

~ spekboom 32, 11 (s ee spekboom 3 2, 11) etc. 

(2) soet- [ sut] adj. prefx 27i. Sweet-: found in S. Afr. place names 

as prefx to _g. e . g. Soetmelksrivier, Soetdorings. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. zoet = s w eet] 

soetgras [ 1 s~t,xr as] n. 

11. Numerous species of palatable g r azin g grasses including all 

varieties of Eragrostis: also s w eet grass (qv ) 11 {ve ld) (qv) . 

[ Afk. fr. Du . zoet = sweet+ gras cogn: grass] 
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soetkoekie [ ' s~t,k'D.kYj n. pl. -s 

7. Traditional spiced sweet bis cui~s. 

Competitions involve embroidering six soetkoekies made 
from a traditional South African recipe and an arrangement of dahlias 
E. Province Herald 21. 1. 71 

[ Afk. fr. Du. zoet = sweet + koek = cake + dimin. suff. ..=·i e] 

soetriet ['s~t,r'ft] -~· 
14, 28. Sorghum dochna, also imfe (qv) 2, 14, 12. 

Soet riet, the indigenous type of sugar- cane, was to us what ice 
cream ·is to the modern child. Victor Pohl The Dawn and After 19 64 

[ Afk. fr. Du. zoet = sweet + riet cogn. reed] 

solder ['s~lda{r)] n. pl. -s 

18. Loft or attic under the roof of a house: see also dakkamer 18 and 

brandsolder 18. 

There are no ceilings; the floor of the zold er is made of yellow 
wood, and, resting on beams, forms the ceiling of my room , and the 
thatch alone covers that. Lady Duff Gordon Letters 186 1-2 

[ Afk. fr. Du. zolder = loft] 

soldier, n. pl. ~. - s 

(1) 13, Kniphofia uvaria arid related species: see red hot poker 13. 

(2) 12. Cheimerius nufar, an edible marine fish, also in combination 

black king .-...., 12 . 

It is seldom that a soldier is caught from the surf. The fish -­
caught was a nice specimen of 2lb 15oz when gutted and gilled. Albany 
Mercury 19. 1. 70 

... yesterday boated some unusual and rare big 'black' king 
soldiers averaging 2. 7kg. to 3. 6kg. These are excellent table fish. 
Daily Dispatch 26. 2. 71 

[ presum. fr. military appearance] 

v "~ soldoedie [,sol'dudlJ ~· pl. -s 

Coll. George District: 19, 20. A member of the Women's Army from 

the Civil Defence College at George: see Botha( ' s ) _Babes 19, 20. 

Girls will be arriving .•. from all over the country today when 
this year ' s 152 soldoedies start their 10-month training at the Civil 
Defence College .. .. Already 587 soldoedies have completed their 
training . . . The college has a staff of 10 women officers and two m en 
officers. Het Suid Western 30 . 1. 75 

['portmanteau word' fr. Afk. soldaat = soldier+ do edie = popsy] 

so long, adv. (t. } 

Coll. 10, 29adv. Used in SAE a s adv. of dura tion, equiv. of 'in the 

meanwhile, 1 'for the time being,' not equiv. of conditional 1 ~ as ' or 

of coll. Brit. so long_ as form of farewell. 

' l'{ou go and sit d own so l ong," Vincent said to Michael. Evening 
Post 10. 6. 72 

In combination Coll. 10 bye bye~ , goodbye for the present. 

[ tra n s lit. Afk. solank = mea~while, for the time being] 
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sommer [ 1 s:fme(r)] adv. 

Col!. 10, 29adv. Vari.ous meanings: usu. equiv. of 'just,' 'simply,' 

1mereby,' also used redundantly in phr. just"'-./ _:· see Pettman quot. 

The Dutch word somar . . . is also z, word to whi ch I think I 
could challenge the 1nost learned schoolmaster in ·che Colony to attach 
any d efinite meaning. It is used by both Boers and Hottentots in 
almo st every sentence; it is an answer to every ques t ion; and its 
meanings are endless. Gordon Cumming Adventures I 1850 cit. 
Pettman 

a lot of the goodies ... were .found in abandoned henhouses 
. .. or sommer standing z·.round in the rain. The Star 16. 6. 73 

[ fr. Afk. somer(so) = simpl y, just, fr . Du. zo maar zo = so- so] 

somoosa [sa 'muse] n . pl. - s 

7, 25. See samoosa 7, 25. 

songololo [ ,s~nge 'lolO'] n. pl. -s 

;21. Jurus terestris : any of several of the so- called 'pill' 

millipedes with hard shiny, exterior armour and which roll into _a 

flat, spring-like coil if touched or alarmed: [their coming indoors is 

t aken by many to be a sign of i mminent raiz:J 

When my uncle et bird -
bill th u ed to fol w hi 

ake h i talk; 
nd he too 
h e talke 

973 

sooj ee, n . 

25, 7. See Indian:,. terms 25. 

sopi.e ~s'\Jepl'] n. pl. - s 

Coll. 8. A drink or tot, usu. of spi r its of variable quantity: ·1one· 

man' s sopie would be another man' s overthrow' (Pettman 1913): see 

also quot. at Cape Brandy 8. cf. Scottish dram, Canad. smash, snort, 

U.S . slug, Austr. nobbler. 

He pressed me to take a soopi e with him, to which I willingly 
agreed, as the night was very chilly, but asked for water to mix with 
the brandy. Thompson Travels inS. A . I 1827 

[ Afk. fr. Du . zoopj e = a little glass fr . zuipen = to tipple or drink 

cogn. Eng. sup, sip] 

sorg [ ( -}s~rx] n.abstr. 

27b. Trouble, worry, anxiety: found in place name Grootsorgfontein; 

see also -verdriet- 27b. [ Afk. fr. Du. zo rg = concern cogn. sorrow] 
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so sa tie( s ) [ s<:> 1 s <Lt't&;) - z] ..!?.!.:...E.· 
7 . ( 25). See quot. and description at sasa~ similar to kabobs or 

kebab: various combinations of usu. curried meat on skewers : 

[...-........,can be bought ready prepared for cooking frorr.. some butchers: J 
see also quot. at sea- cat 7, 12. 

Less frequent item1: on the braaivleis menu are sosaties, the 
kabobs of Europe and AmE:rica . . .. At a braaivleis the sosaties are 
eaten straight from the grill. Farmer's Weekly 25. 4. 73 

, 
In combination ~ bos {qv) 28. 1 

[ Afk. prob. f r . Malay(sian) dish sate, spiced meat on skewers, pork 

beef, mutton or chicken, said by various authorities to be fr. Malay 

sisateh = minced or chopped meat] 
\. 

sosatiesbos , [sa's o..t'ls, bo s] n. 

32. Either of two species of Crassula, C. rupestris or C. perforata 

two dwarf shrubs for which ' the vernacular name is derived from the 

resemblance of the arrangement of the leaves along the branches to a 

Cape delicacy {sosaties). 1 C .A . Smith The Common Nam~s of S. Afr. 

Plants 1966 [ Afk. sosatie(s ) {qv) + bos fr . Du. bosch .cogn. bush] 

so size, adj. phr . 

Coll. 10, 29adj, 24. Used esp. but not exclusively among children 

equiv.· · of ' as big as this' or 1 so big' usu. accompanied by gesture. 

If only they-'d come down to watch him play his heart would feel 
so size, I'm telling you. Student 19 ex N . E. Cape 

[ poss. fr. Afk. so groot = as big as, so large] 

Sotho [ ' sutu] n. prop. 

(1) 23. Also Sesotho, Sesuto, the language of the Basotho people of 

Lesotho (qv) : also in combination North ,......_. , South -- for the 

principle dialects of -._ 23. 

Using all my craft and skill, I managed even to get a neatly 
typewritten letter on how he was converted to this religion. It is in 
Sotho. Drum Sept. 19 68 

( 2) In combination North "v and South "V 23, u sed of the main t ribes 

or peoples of Lesotho [or a member of either: usu. sing. form Mos otho: 

s ee quot. at Sesotho 23) 

I am 32, a Southern Sotho . Drum 8. 3 . 73 

. . . he had had consultations with the territorial authorities of 
the ... the South Sotho, the Tswanas, the Venda, the North Sotho and 
the Machangana. Daily Dispatch 4 . 2 . 71 

[ n . prop. fr. Lesotho] 
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sour, adj. 

11, Z9adj. In SAE u~;ed of or pertaining to grass (Z)veld (qv) 11 or 

grazing of a particulc.r type : also occ. of the soil which supports it: 
. \ 

see (Z)veld, sour 11 (also sweet) and qtiot. at swaer 1, 19. 

The best g razing districts, more especially for sheep, are at 
a distance from the ~;ea; the grass near the coast, being constantly 
feCi by the hea vy dew.:; which prevail in that region, becomes long, 
coarse, and "sour". William Shaw Story of My Mission inS. E. Africa 
1860 

Local variations in ... annual rainfall lead to certain differences 
in the type of grazing veld . . . commonly indicated by the terms 11 sour" 
and "sweet 11 

• • • Where the rainfall is high "sour" conditions prevail 
while ''sweet" conditions are found where the rainfall is comparatively 
low. Handbook for Farmers inS. A. 1937 

[trans. Afk. suur fr. Du. zuur] 
I 

sour fig, .!!· pl. - s 

14. Also suurvy, ghokum (Hott. .gaukum) , Hottentot fig: the sour 

fruits either of two species of Carpobrotu s (Aizoacear) acinaciformis 

or C.t{\uirii used for jams and preserves; see ghokum 14 : also the 

plants themselves often planted in dune lands as a sand binder . 

Iri •. the Duine, the arid part of the Southern Cape coast ... where 
almost nothing grows except thatch r eed, farmers are turning more 
and more to the cultivation of sour figs. Argus 13. 4 . 73 

Preserve, Hottentot Fig or Sour Fig 
The Hottentot fig is the fruit of a kind of mesembreanthemum 

which grows wild at the Cape. Hildagonda Duckit t 1 s Recipes 1966 edit. 

[trans. Afk. fr. Du. ~ + vijg = fig] 

sour porridge, n. 

7, 2. Also suurpap 7, Z. Mealie meal porridge, soured usu. by 

natural ferm entation, made and eaten by Africans: see also n1ahewu 

7, Z, 8. 

sous - [ sa"'tfs] n . prefx 

7. Sauce: prefixed to certain items prepared in a sauce e. g . 

'"'vboontjies (qv) 7; ~ kluitjies (dumplings ) 7, served in a cinnamon 

and butter sauce. [ Afk. fr. Du. ~ cogn. sauce] 

sousboontjies [ 1 salls, bul'Jkl's] EhE.: 
7. Brown haricot beans s i mmered in a sweet- sour sauce, usu. served 

cold as a s ide dish, occ. hot as a vegetable: commercially availa ble in 

jars. 

Sousboontjies (sweet and sour dried beans ) 
Z cups dried sugar beans (brown flecked dried beans) 
1 
2 cup sugar 
1 / 4 cup vinegar 
Salt 

Serve with venison or roast mutton. 
Evening Post 17 . 10. 70 

[ Afk. fr . Du. ~ cogn. sauce + boon = bean + dimin. suff. -tjie 
+ pl. .::.il 
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sout [sa"t.St] n.prefx 

(1) 7, 18, 28. Salt-: prefx sign. 'prepared with s alt' as in 

,.._ ribbetji e (qv) 7; r-.._..., appelkoos 7 apricots p:.ckled with salt, 

cf. mebos 7; ~ happies , cocktail snacks, se e .'~~lO; 1 containing 

salt' as i n -.......vaatjie 18,. ~ balie 19, vessel:3 for the storage of 

salt or, a s in the case of plant names, 'flourishing in brak or saline 

soils' as in ~bos( sie) (qv) 28, '""'-' ganna 28 Sal sola. strobili£ era 

(see_ gan~ 28) and .-......., vygie 13 Sceletium varia 1~ see ~ 13. 

(2) 'sout- n. prefx 27 e . Salt-: found inS. Air. place names eg. 

Soutkuil, Soutpan (qv) 22 and Soutpansberg. 

[ Afk: ( fr . Du. zout cogn. salt] 
'. ·· 

soutbos [ 1 sa11t, bn s] n. 

28. { Atriplex capensis: applied~ as a gener a l term for other 
, . 

species including Chenopodium and Exomis which grow in brak (qv) 

29adj. saline, soils: see also brakbos 28 and ga nna 28, 32 . 
.... 

The sun blisters the .,..driedoorn and the soutbos that bat tle to 
keep alive in the d esert. B irkby Thirstland Treks 1 936 

* see quot. at dri edoring 28. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. zout c o gn. salt +bosch cogn. bush] 

south easter, n. pl. - s 

11, 

33. The preva iling wind at the Cape during the summer months, also 

known a s th e Cape Doctor 33 (qv): in com~inations black -.J 

blind~, tablecloth (gv) -..... , all 33: see quot. at fish cart 30, 25. 

cf. Austr. (southerly)bus ter. 

It was the season of the " s outh- e a s t e r;" and the Cape of Storms 

soon proved that i ts original name was not undeserved. Alexander 

W est e rn Africa I 1837 

Though the long afternoons are hot, there is a movement of 
cloud and at l as t an end to the roaring South- Easter that so bedevils 
the Cape . Kate T h ompson Richard' s Way 19 65 

[ fr. dir ection of wind] 

South W est, n. prop. 

27, 10. South West Africa i s regularly a bbreviated to\..,.. ·.~ ~\.~-:.JJt»..t~ 
• •. h e ' s jus t :rmde a fortune in South- West. He sol d h i s civil 

engineeri ng grou p , the largest i n South- Wes t ... in one of the b i gges t 
take -overs in the territory' s history. Daily News 10. 6 . 70 

[abbr.] 

s outpan [ 1 sa'\ft, pan] n. 

( 1) 22 . See pan, salt 22 . 

(2) Salt pan: in S . Afr . place names Soutp a n and Soutpansberg 

[ Afk. fr . Du. zoutpan = salt l ake / pan] 

10· 
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soutribbetjie [ ' sa11t 1 r3:b1k'i', - ci] n. pl. - s 

7 . Loin chops (ribs >: see also ribbetji e 7, pickled with salt a.nd dried 

after which they are grilled or braai' d (qv) 2 9vb, 7 over wood -fire coals. 

Sou.tribbetjie: Take r ibs of mutton and salt them well . . . Let 
t he ribs lie in a covered basin for two to three days ... then take them 
out of the brine and hang them up in a sheltered place to dry slowly. 
Hilda Gerber Cape .Cookery 19 50 

[Afk. fr. Du. zout cogn. salt+ rib +.dimin. suff. -(b)etjie] 

so waar [ s~ 1vw.r] interj . • 
(1) 9 . Interrogative: an expression of amazed incredulit y: see also 

wragtig? 9 and is it? 9. 

( 2) 9 . Interjecti on to emphasise the truth of the speaker's statement, 

ace. i n form so wragtie waar! cf. true as God, as 9, 10: see quat. 

at Meraai 15. 

Don' t you worry . . . . And, Oom Karel silentl y added, if you 
call me 'my dear fellow' once more, sowaar I might just do something 
irresponsible. Farmer's Weekly 4 . 12. 74 

[ Afk. so waar = realiy and truly, pJ.:ob. abbr. of '"'\...,as ek !ewe, 

~as God] 

spaanspek [ ' spa.n,spek] n. p l. - s 

14. More usu. spanspek (qv) 14 . 

1 span [spaen] n. pl. -s 

(1) 31, 26, 11. A team of draught animals usu. oxe.n though also 

used ace. of horses, also Canad . 

. . . it requires from twenty to thirty oxen, divided into two 
teams or spans, for a weight of two thousand pounds . Thompson 
Travels in S. A. II 1827 

(2} 30, 11. Rare: a team or gang of workers . 

The group with which eac h boy paraded was 
which is the Afrikaans word for ' team' or 'gang' . 
Kontakion 1969 

[ Afk. fr . Du . span= team] 

2 
span [ s paen] 

called his span, 
Alan Paton 

Call. 24, 10 . 'A lot' , 'very much' or indefinite measure esp. in 

expres sian 1 Thanks a "- ' or pl. as in 1 She' s got spans of fri ends , 

money, clothes etc. 1 : also as measure, a..........,. of tobacco . 

. . . platform a ll set up with ropes and floodlig hts and a span more 
folks packed around on folding chairs she ge t s a span of titters: 
the n the bell rings and the fighes on. Darling 26. 2. 75 

[ Afk. span (tabak) pass. fr. Du. span= span of the hand, rough 

linear measure, c£. Middle Eng. 1 a spanne brood I trowe '] 
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span [sp<*:n] vb usu. trns. 

Rar e, 31, 29vb. To .~arness or yoke draught ardmals usu. in 

combination -......,in ( ~;ee inspan 31, 29vb) or ~· out (s ee outspan 

31, 29vb.) 

The ox wagons brought us oranges . . . Every year at this time 
they come ... The wagons all span out at the outspan place. · The drivers 
chase the oxen to the dam to drink water then let them eat. Iris 
Vaughan Diary circa 1902 

[ fr . Du. spannen = tc· put (horses) to (a vehicle)] 

spanspek [ 1 span, spek, 'sp))n- angl.] n. pl. - s 

14. The musk melon or canteloupe Cucumis melo (Melo hispanicus) 

of the Cucurbitae is so called in S.A. : see quat. at pomelo /pampelmoes : 

[ said to b e called "Spanish bacon" from Sir Harry Smith's S:r:,anish 

wife's preference for it at breakfast: pro b . apochryphal] 
·..> 

~1~-w-eekva:ti'ei-w·a-s--one ·of-the md:rrimp·o .. :ftaht outspans on· the long· 
j.ou-r-n.ey- bet:ween ·Cape Town and Graaff Reine'f. Some farmers who have 
irrigation water have ~tarted growing .'spanspek' (sweet melon) which ~cJ' 
is exported particularly to France. Within 70 hours of being picked at , 
-Prince Albert they are on the market in Paris . Panorama Apr. 1974 

[ Afk. fr . early Du. spaenspek = musk melon] 

Spear, the n. prop. 

2, 4b. Abbr. of Shaka' s Spear (qv) 2, 4b: s ee also Mkonto ka Shaka 2, 4b. 

The Spear was perpetrated by Whites to work against Chief X. 
Y promised the Spear that Chief X would be toppled. Drum 8. 8. 74 

spears, to wash 

Hist. 2, 20. See wash spear s 2, 20. 

Special Branch, n. prop. 

4b. See S.B. 4b. 

speck, n. 

7. See spek 7. 

speel [ sp"tal] n. 

10. See spiel 10. 

spek [ spek] n. and n. modifier 

7 . Also angl. speck: fat salt pork not usu . smoked, . u sed for larding 

venison or other game, available under the name ""-..J from butchers: 

in combinati on "-.../strips prepared lardoons: see also quot. at 
) 

zeekoe 6. 

L ard the meat wi th speck strips . Mix all the ing redients a nd press 
on top of the meat. Wr a p m e at . .. and bake Sunday Times 6. 2 . 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. spek = fat pork, bacon] 
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spekboom [' spek, bVam] n. 

32, 11. Portulacaria afra, also Olifantskos or Elephants 1 food ·: 

a small leaved succulent shrub with pink to 

lilac flowers: a valuable fodder plant in times of drought [it is planted 
( qv} 11 

in certain areas -to assist in veld reclamation,~ and can a.lso be planted 

to form a garden hedge in the E. Cape.] 

One of the most valuable shrubs ... is the spek-boom 
(portulacaria afra} . It is found in great abundance on the stony ridges 
and affords excellent food for tho se large flocks of sheeF, and especially 
of goat s . . . In severe droughts this bush is truly invaluable . C.of G.H. 
Alma nac and Directory for 1843 

Trials conducted by the Dohne Research Station on bushveld farms 
in Uitenhage and Grahamstown districts 1:-).ave shown ... that elephant's 
food or spekboom contributes the most to the diet of goats . Normally it 
comprises 30 per cent of the diet, but in times of drought this can 
increase to 72 per cent. Elephant's food recovers slowly after being 
grazed. Grocott' s Mail 31. 12. 74 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ = fat pork, bacon + boom cogn. Ger. Baum = tree] 

1 'd sp1 cr, n. pl. - s 

31. A light carriage with disproportionately large and slender wheels : 

in combination American~ """'- cart, wagon; also German -..._., 

more heavily built, and four wheeled ~ ; see second quot. and quot. 

at splinter new 29adj . 

On Monday a pair of horses belonging to Mr. Robt. Warren . 
bolted with a spider from the Episcopal Church a t Kei Road and made 
a complete smash of the vehicle. E.L. Dispatch and Frontier Advertiser 
15. l. 1881 

Horsemen leading the procession of carriages and fou r- wheeled 
spiders in which the Prime Minister and other digni.t aries arrived fo r 
the celebrations. Panorama June 1974 

[ fr. size and slenderness of wheels] 

2 'd 1 s p1 e r , n. p . - s 

Slang. Obj. 19, 10. See rock spider 19, 10. 

Th e spiders all crawl out of their holes and from under their 
stones and put on their suits on voting day in- [pl ace name] . Letter 
Schoolboy N . E. Cape 1972 

de?4r. 

a~z: ph re, _ p 

( I ad o idea 
~ought it as mea t t 

[ fr. rock spider (qy.}] 

spiel [ spi.al, ~pi: I] n. pl. - s 

10. [Not exclusively SAE, Canad. and U.S.] Usu. sign. a lot of t a lk, 

'ta ll story, etc . as in 'He spun me a long~ about ... ' : us e d in SAE 

(poss. because of likeness to Afk. speel = to play) also cogn. Ger. Spiel= 

game. cf. Austr. spieler = swindler, cardsharper .. 

Here is a party which unde r stand that White domination cannot e ndu r < 
forever; that nothing, absolutely nothing, can bring about a separation of 
the races . . . In our kind of political climate this is not exactly a vote­
catching spiel. Daily Dispatch 4. 5. 70 See also add enda p '5"~; . 
[Eng . fr . Ger. spiel en = to speak in a voluble, extravagant manner] 
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splinter new, ad.L~ 

Coll. 10, 29adj. Erand new. 

Those a re his 1bles' (white - faced) horses; but where has he 
come by a splinter new spider like that? Watkin From Farm to 
Forum 190 6 cit. Pettman 

[ translit. Afk. splinternuut/nuwe = brand new] 

~ [sp3'x] vb int:rns . 

Coll.lO, 29vb .Boast, show off with n ew clothes, horse, mo·.:or car etc. 

cf. Austr. blow, skite, ~ast.lA~ \ ... J.. b~t... 
1 
'o'f<>-s~~ to--\\.. !l:] 

As a rule it was on a Saturday afternoon .. . that the young man 
would arrive from a neighbouring farm (or trekker's encampment) 
mounted on a prancing horse, on which he would proceed to ' spog ', or 
s how off in front of the abode of the girl. J ackson Trader on the Veld 
1958 

[ Afk. fr. Du. pochen = to boast] 

spons siekte [ ' sp'5ns, {s)l'ktd] n. 

11. A stock disease known elsewhere and in S .A . as blackleg, black­

quarter, quarter evil: an i nfection transmitted by a bacillus, the 

symptoms of which are high fever and spongy swellings containing g as 

in the muscles of one or mor e quarters: i mmunisation is possibl e : see 

quot. at guarter- evil 11. 

Black Quarter, Quarter Evil or Sponsziekte. These names and 
several others such as quarter ill and black leg, are used for another 
disease attacking cattle, and occasionally sheep and goats. Farmer' s_ 
Annual 1914 

R ecently immunised against heartwater, red water, gallsickness, 
anthrax, spon s i ekt e , botulism . . . Farmer's Weekly 3. l. 68 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ons cogn. sponge and ziekte = dis ease] 

spook [ sp"\Sdk] vb trns. or intrns . 

Coll. 16. To haunt someone, or to walk as a ghost: not exclusively 
:>(~ 

SAE, but from e arliest record, see quot. seems to have originated 

in S .A. :<' O . E . D. 

but that three nights ago she heard a rus tling and a grunting 
b ehind the pantry door, and knew it was your father coming to 1 spook' 
her. Schreiner Story of an Afr. Farm 1883 

[ Afk. fr. Du. spoken= to haunt] 

spook [ s p'\1d k] n. pl. - s 

16. Als o Brit. and U.S. Ghost, spectre: cf. Jam. E. duppy, jumbie . 

" Spooks, mynheer. Plenty spooks in cellar. 11 • • • 111 am going 
to look for the spook, Dantje. Bring a lantern. ' Fairbridge That 
Whi c h Hath Been 1913 

fi gur. 10. ' spectre', p e rvasive ill feeling esp. in political sense. cf. 

(2)gogga 4b. 

If thi s spook is to be the basis of poli tical d ebat e - " You hate me, 
therefore I now h ate you" - what is to become of South Africa? Sunda y 
Times 21.5 . 72 

In combination ~ voel {qv) 3 . 

[ Afk. fr. Du . spook= haunting spirit, ghost, hobgoblin] 
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spookvoel ['sp\!;;Jk,fVal] .!2:· 

3 . The grey headed bush shrike Malacnotus bJ..::nchoti or M . polioccph­

alus hypopyrrhus, the largest of S. Afr. shrikes, narned for its usual 

i nvisibility and strange call.~~·~ o.tJ-.~ ~- ~~-
Spoolcvoel ... ::<eeps mostly to thick cover ... Has an uncanny 

call, a frequently repeated, p r olonged mournful whistle preceded by a 
cl_uck. Gill A Fi:r_s t Guide to S. Afr. Birds 1959 

[ Afk. fr. Du. spook= gho s t + vogel cogn. fowl= bird] 

1sEoor [ sp'\.ia{r}] n. pl. -s, f/J 
"{. 

20. The track, trail or foot print of man or beast, including snakes, 

now also extended to the track of a wagon or motor vehicle~~ kcl.. ?-~ 
... we only saw the spoo r, or foot-marks, of some K affirs on 

th e road . . . Alexander Western Africa I 1837 

. . . shortly afte rwards the Fingoe called out that he had found the 
1 spoor' of the wounde d deer . Buck Adams Nar rative 1884 

He has s pent y ear s roving the desert in a jeep, examini ng ... 
the t racks of simple p eople who foolishly imagined that their move m e nts 
were enti r ely unsuspected by the police. Byl eveld can tell the age of 
a mot or- spoor at a glance . Lawrence Green Lords of the L ast 
Frontier 1952 

[ Afk. fr. Du. spoor = t race, t rack, footprint J 
2 spoo r [ s}11[;;J{r)] vb trans. a nd i n t rns. 

20, 29vb . To track, to hunt by following"'""-'(_!!). 

-His Excellency [Sir H: Smith] then said: how was it that you 
cannot s p oor them ... ? Jeremiah Golds wai n Chronicle II 1838-58 

derivativel y vbl n. ,-...,_, i ng equiv. of tracking. 

Hunters call the g r ey loerie the Go Way bi rd because just afte r 
you creep up to your qua r ry after perh aps hours of spooring , this bi r d 
calls out from a tree-top i n a coffee- grinde r voice "Go Way! 11 

Cape Argus 10 . 6 . 71 

and agent. n . -.._,. er a tracker ~ ~""~·\"'-d-.- ~~ 
Ventvogel I had known before; he was one of the most perfect 

1 spoorers', that is, game trackers , I ever had to do with. Rider 
Haggard King Solomon's Mines 1886 ci t . Swar t 19 34 /\~\~,~-~-: 
[ Afk. spoor= to track] A s~~,-L~· 

spoor i e [ ' s p\fari] n . pl. - s 

19, 10. A m ember o f the lowe r g r a d e a rti san cla s s t ypified b y the 

railway w o r ker; s ee etym. : see als o p a dkam per 19, 10. 

M y bro the r t a lks like that a nd w e a r en ' t s p oori es. S tudent 

I r em e mber whe n h e w a s r es po n s i ble fo r the r a ilway pract i c e 
and his w aiti ng room w as packed wi th s p o o r i es mo r ni n g , noo n a nd 
night. Woman ex Cape T own 11. 1. 7 5 

[ fr . Afk. s poorfveJ' = railway + p e r s onif. suff. -i e] 

SE._ort, play vb p h r. 

10, 29 v b. Se e play sport 10, 29vb. 



452 

spotted grunte·£_z n. pl. rp 
12. Also tiger (qv): see grunter 12. 

spreeu [ spriu, · spru:] n. pl. - s 

3. Any of several species of Sturnidae, starlings: in combination 

red-winged/ rooi vle1:k ......_, blue eared/blou oar "':'.._, swartpensglans / 

black bellied glossy .. ...._,; see quat. 

I particularly rema.rked two sprews of a .-!.ark though glossy 
green, that, when they met the sun's rays were of exquisite beauty. 
Philipps Occurrences in Albany and Caffer-.land 1827 

[ Afk. fr. Du. spreeuw = thr.ush] 

1 
springbok/buck [ 1 spr:IJ' b~k, 'spr.t~p"k] n. pl. rp, - s 

6. Antidorcas euchore, an antelope peculiar to S.A.; a swift gazelle 
~~ ~ •. \\A..""'_\1\ A.% ~"(~u_ •. !<. 

we.ll known for its~ considerable~ whether 

escaping from pursuers or engaging in display: see prank 29vb (also 

formerly known as pronkbok). [As a national emblem it is seen on 

aircraft, airways uniforms etc. : also on sports blazers: see 
2

springbok 

15, 19 ~ 
A elegant springbuck or two appeared near the road; and, as 

with fai:ry--bound they cleared obstacles, showed large patches of white 
among their light brown skins. Alexander Western Africa I 1837 

as modifier: """- biltong (qv) 7, .-..._ herds (see trekbokke (n) 6, 

"'-'migration 6. 

The first white uitlander intrekkers - as the Afrikaners called 
the foreign pioneers - then saw in Bushmanland the amazing springbok_ 
migrations that to- day sound like travellers 1 tales. Birkby Thi r s tland 
Trel<.> 19 36 

[ Afk. fr. Du. springen = to jump + bok cogn. buck] 

2springbok, n. pl. - s, and n. modifier 

15, 19. A South African sportsman or woman r epresenting the country 

in international matches or contests, fr eq. in abbr. form '~okW (qv) 

15, 19: see also Leopards 15, 19, (2}Proteas 15, 19: as modifier 

,-....,_colour s , -- blazer, """-te am, ............_.,captain etc. etc . 

The Minister said ... no South African n on- White 
chosen t o represent bouth Africa even as part of a m ulti - rac i al team 
can ever be calle d a Springbok. A ccording to- the t e rm " Springbok" 
is reserved for Whites only. Daily Dispatch 17. 5. 71 

'<' The 1906 Rugby t eam which toured Great Britain gave the name 
its birth, the springbok b eing an ante lope peculiar to S. A. Swart 
Africanderi s m s : a Supplement 19 34 

[ fr. ~ as national embl em] 

3spri n gbok, n. prop. 

34. Th e commercial channel of Radio S . A. 

It is very much the mixture as before in 11 Sarie 7 3", r a dio' s 
top talent contest of the year which opened on Springbok this week . . . 
Evening Post 14. 7. 73 

[ fr. ,-.....,as national embl em] 
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4
Springbok, n . prop . . and n. prefx. 

27d. Springbok/buck: found in place names Sp:dn gbok, Springbok vlakte, 
Spr~ngbokkraal, Springbokpoortj ie. 

5 
2J?.!ingbok-, n. pref~-

28. Prefx to several. plant names usu. sign. that they were formerly 
1 br,owsed upon by ,-...,, __ e. g . '""'- bos, Hertia pallens, not liked by 

stock and thought to be poisonous: several other species are so named, 

-- ganna, Salsola humi!:usa (see ganna 28) and ......__ karoo, Nestlera 

conferta (see kar (r )oo bush 28): both species said to have been 

favoured by 
1 rV. 

spring e r, n. pl. f/J 

12. Any of several fish, known for their habit of jumping out of the 

water, including Elops saurus, see skipjack 12: usually several 

species of mullet (Mugilidae) including the h a rde r found in estuaries 

in fr esh or salt water, favoured as a table fish from the early days: 

see quot. 

The springer also made its appearance, boiled in large slices 
admirable! It is a fish that would make the fortune of anyone who 
could convey it by spawn to England. Lady Anne Barnard Letters 
and Journals 1797-1801 

. .. the springer, a flat fish, of a heavy, fat, luscious quality, 
particularly well adapted for the palate of a Dutchman. Percival 
Account of the C. of G. H. 1804 

The fish caught h e re a r e principally of the mullet species 
The best is the springer so called from his frequently springing many 
yards out of the water. Philipps Occurrences in Albany a nd Caffer 
Land 1827 

[ fr. habit] 

springhaas /har e [ ' spr.Il'l,ip}:l-s] .!!· pl. f/J 
r~tAd~~ !:AL'f'P~~>si~ 

6. Also springhare: 1\ I,'iliOt~cafer , an animal of nocturnal h abits 

hunted by farmers after darlc\t,J erboa capensis (berghaas ) i s a l so 

known as,...._ . 

One of the party shot a _spring-haas, or jumping hare, formed 
like the kangaroo, with very short fore-legs and long hinti ones . . . 
Alexander Western Africa I 1837 

Springhares are causing some trouble. They break into the 
garden and lands at night and cause ruinous havoc . . . The springhare 
thing i s a kangaroo-like creature, and although s orr:e people consider 
it as edible I'd a s soon think of feeding on a cooked baboon. R . Y. 
Stormberg Mrs Pieter de Bruyn 1920 

[ Afk. fr. Du. springen = to jump + haas co gn. hare] 

sprinka.an~,;,\s ee p453a. 

spruit [ sproe'i't] n. pl. - s 

{ 1) 22. A natural watercourse, often dry, usu. a tributary or other 

offshoot feeding a larger stream or river. cf. Austr . and U .S. creek: 

see {2) sloot . 

From its rocky a nd precipitou s sides issue the variou s s t rearns 
called here ~uits , which, uniting lower down form the Koonap 
nver . . . C . of G . H . Almanac for 1843 ..-) \7 Lj .;4-
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sprinkaanvoel 1~ ' sprll),kQ n 1fvdl] n. pl. - s 

3. Also locust bird. (qv} 3: any of several species of sto.rk 

Cicon iida.e which feed upon and destr~y locut>t s, or ~i"Jt~o~ 
t:wo spec.~ca of Glareol~ ~d ~~V\.~~ 

Farmers J.:now that the sprinkaanvo(H can be relied upon to 
clear the veld of locusts and other unwelcome insects. Lawrence 
Green These Wonders to Behold 1959 

[ Aik f D 
0 ,~ h 1 + 1 • r. u. sprtnK~ = grass opper, ocust voge cogn. 

fowl= bird] 1\ 

S. S. U. [ 'es ,e s ' ju] ! n. 

11, 4b. Small stock unit: stocking- rate (qv) of grazing l and 

is calculated as so many S. S. U . p e r hectare or vice versa: see 
quot. at (2) stock and stock reduction scheme 11, 4b • 

. • • carrying capacity ..• 2 , 4 hectares a small stock 
unit (SSU) •••• Many farmer s ••• believe that 1, 7ha a SSU is 
a very safe stocking rate • • • E. Provin ce Herald 17. 6. 7 5 

[ acronym of above] 
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While all the spruits on other farms were muddy torrents, the 
main spruit on Hillside which marks its northern boundary, was 
running almost as clear as crystal with very little s i lt. Farmer's 
Weekly 21.4.72 

{2) n. usu. suff. 27a. Tributary stream: found inS. Air. place names 

e . g . Sterkspruit, Nelspruit, Tweespruit, Bronkhorstspruit; as prefx 

Spruitdrif. 

By the evenir:.g we reached a tributary rivulet known as the Sand 
Spruit - a term usually applied to small watercourses r'.lnning to river 
beds. But ' spruit' as it was, we found about six feet of water in the 
drift . . . Du Val With a Show Through S. A. I 1882 

[ Afk. spruit = offshoot, tributary, brook] 

spuugslang ['spyx,sla~ n. pl. -s, -e 

6. Lit. 1 spit{ting) snake ': see rinkhals 6. [ Afk. fr. Du. spuug = 
"to spit cogn. spew + slang = snake] 

sguare-face, n. 

Hi st. Coll. 8. Also ,......., gin: in the early days gin was so called 

on account of the square- sided bottles in which it was sold: see also 

quot. at winkel 30, canteen 30, 8 . 

. . . having drunk a "tot" of squareface and smoked his pipe, 
h e went to bed beneath the after- tent of his larger wagon. fortified 
with gin, or squareface, as it i s called l ocally . . . Rider Haggard 
Nada the Lily 1895 

" God only knows what sort of head mine will be by the t ime I've 
finished, 11 he added lugubriously; "you don't know the way these beggars 
shift square-face gin. 11 Brett Young City of Gold 1940 

[ fr. shape of bottle] 

-squash, n. suff. 

14. Usu. suffixed in certain species of Cucurbitae, gem~ {qv) 14 , 

Hubbard ,-....._.. 14, also U.S. 

There are an abundance of plantains, guav oes, pumpkins, 
melons, squashes, or water-melons . . . Percival Account of the 
C . of G . H. 1804 

[Eng. fr. Narragansett Indian askuta = squash] 

S. S. U . see p453a 

stable door, n. pl. - s 

18. Also bo- e n-onderc\Q.u.f Afk. lit. 'top and bottom door': see quot. 

cf. U . S. Dutch door . 

. . . main door of the Country House was of sturdier, simple 
construction, with two horizonta l halves in "stable-door" fashion. The 
" stable- doo r" entr ance was especially s uitabl e for Cape climatic 
conditions for it allowed the upper half to b e opened for cool fresh air 
while the lower half remained s hut agains t the farm animals . 
Gordon-Brown S. Afr. H e ritage 19 65 

[ fr. similarity to stable door fr . whic h the horse looks out but cannot 

get out.] 
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stad [stat] n., n. suf.£. 

(1) 27a. 'lfJCity: suffixed inS. Afr. place nar.1es e. g . Venterstad, 

Wolmaransstad, Ma:~.thestad, and ·as translation of 'town' in Kaapstad 

{Cape Town), Graham s tad, Simonstad. cf. Brit. suff. -ton. 

Peace is declared, an' I return 
To 1Ackneystadt, but not the same; .. . 

Kipling The Five Nations 1903 

(2) stad, n. 2. Also stat (qv) 2. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. stad ·= city cogn. O.E. stede, Eng. suff. - 2.!_ead e. g. 

Hampstead] 

stadhui s /house [ 1 stat, (h)oe'i's] n . prop. 

Hist. 17, 18. 'Old Town House' : formerly the administrative building 

of the Burgher Senate (qv) 17 at the Cape. 

The Stadhuis, or Burgher Senate-house, is a large, handsome 
building, appropriated to the transacting of public busincs s of a civic 
nature. It stands in the middle of the town, on one side of the square 
called Gro e nte Plein, in which a daily market for vegetables is held. 
Burchell Trave ls in S. A. I 1822 

[ Afk. fr. Du. stadhuis = town hall] 

stadig [ ' sta.d1.x] adv. o r i nterj. 

31, 9 . Slowly: on street signs, also ry(dri;e) ~ : <;>r Call., ,as 
~·~~\;~&..-. 

warning to a drive r or child also ,.._._ aan! (on). [ Afk. stadig = 
1\. 

slowly cogn. steady] 

stamp, n. pl. - s and n . modifier. 

30. Also ,stamper· a device for crushing .auriferous ore on th e gold­

fields; not exclusively SAE . 

. . . tube mills which crushe d faster and more finely than stamps 
made pos sible a still more complete extraction of g old. D e Kiewiet 
Social and Economic History of S. A. 1941 

In combination ~battery . 

. . . the 10- stamp battery, u sed by the Langla agte Estates 
Goldm ining Compa ny when crushing operations began in 1886 ... 
Sunday Tim-e s 23. 4. 72 

[ presum. fr. Eng. vb stamp] 

stampblock, n. 

18, 2 . A hollowed out wooden mortar s ometimes rna de of the wood 

of the mar ula tree (qv ) 32, 14 in which grain usu. maize i s crushed 

with a wooden p estle: see (2) stamper 18. 

Father managed to lay hands on a " s tamp-block", the genuine 
egg- cup- s h aped hollowed- out tr ee- trunk mortar with the wooden pestle 
used by the natives to pound t hei r g rain ... McMagh A Dinner of Herb s 
19 68 

[pass . fr. Afk. s tampblok = pounding block, pounder ] 
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stamper, n. pl. - s 

(1) 30. See stamp :30. 

( 2) 18 , (2) . Wooden pestl e used by Afri cans in a sta mpblock (qv) 

18 , 2 . 

[ vb s t amp + agent . suff. - er] 

stampmealies, n . 

7. Also samp (qv) 1', s t amped m ealies , s t ampk oring( co r n ): maize 

(meal ie) kernels crushed t o t he size of lentils: formerly in a stamp­

block (qv) 18, (2) but now usu. by machine unless home- grown in 

r emote districts. cf. U .S. homi ny, Jam. E . corn- corn. 

One night Oo·m Fanie and his family had j ust asked a blessing on 
their supper of p u mpkin and stamped mealies, when a tap came at t he 
door. Prance Tante R e b ella' s Saga 19 37 

[ f.r . Afk. vb -stamp sign. crush + mealies = maize] 

- s t an [ - s t an] n. suff. 

4b, 10. Suff. f r eq. facetiously or i ronically used after the coming of 

Bantustan (qv) 4b sign. ·' special area set aside for . 

In combinations: see qu~t. and quot. at Grigua 2 3,: a l so Coloured,.-..._; , 

Grigua~ , Homo~ , Multi~, Verkramp -.._ , Whiter-....,,.. ; 

prob. n once coinages . 

. . . the Government have created two Xhosast ans , a Zulus tan, 
V endastan etc. If this is good for the Blacks why is i t not good for the 
Whites? Why do the Government not have an Afrikaners tan, and an 
Engl ishstan, a Frenchstan, Jewishstan, Germanstan etc. ? Sunday 
T i mes 2. 9. 7 2 

[ prob. orig. fr . Bantustan formed analg. to Hindustan Urdu ~ 

sign. 1 country of'] 

stand, n . pl. - s 

30 . A building plot, formerly an urban lot in a new town o{lYownshig_{qv) 

n ow used of a seaside, suburban or industrial building site. cf. U .S . 

stand, building site. -
The plantation has been marked out as a t ownship . .. it is 200 

acres within three-quarters of a mile of the centre of Johannesburg, 
which could be divided into 1000 stands . . . Raymond B.I. Barnato 
A Memoir 1897 

Make your future seaside home at Cannon Rocks . . . All stands 
within easy walking distance of the sea. E . Province Herald 28 . 12. 71 

[pro b . fr . Afk. standplaas fr. Du. standplaats = 'standing place', or 

poss . lJ .S.] 
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s t andard, n. pl. - s 

34. Usu. followed by numeral e. g.~ eight, 8 , VIII: term in S .A. 

roug hly equiv. to B ri·.:. form, U .S. grade: ten numbered ..........._, s form 

the latte r, major, part of a chil d's schooling: -.......J ten: th e final year 

in government school~. at the end of which the Senior Certificate 

examination for Matriculation (qv) 34 is written: see also Substandards, 

Sub. A, Sub. B. 34 

Until the end of this year she will stay in .1.?retoria while her four 
children complete their sta ndards at school. E . Province Herald 26. 8 . 74 

standpoint, n . pl. -· s 

Pass . Substand. 10, 4b. Point of view: usu. in a political 

context. 

It has always bee n the standpoint of the church that appeals should 
not be r eferred to courts but to a panel or appeal board which should 
consist of more people than only jurists. Evening Post 4. 3. 74 

[ t :r;anslit. Afk. standpunt = point of view] 

~t [stat, staet] n. 

2 . Also (2)stad 2: a rural African village; see also (4)kraal 2 . 

cf. Canad. rancherie, an Indian village . 

. . . during the rest of the time that he rema i n ed the head of the 
tribe, he would not allow a white man to enter his stat again. H. C. 
Bosman Unto Dust 1963 

27e. In place name Dingaan~ . 

Today a hug e cross - the largest in southern Africa - soars above 
Dingaanstat, a mission station and church close by, symbol of the 
victory of Christianity over heathen superstition and fear. Panorama 
Mar. 1972 

[ fr. ( 1) stad (qv)] 

State President, n. prop. 

4b, 19 . Title of the hig hest ranking personage in the Republic of S.A. 

e qu iv. of Presi dent elsewhere: see also quat. at Order of Good Hope 4b . 

Former State President C . R. Swart is at present working on a book 
of his political memoir s . It will l argely deal with prominent leaders 
that he knew over a long career, and should be compl eted by the end of 
thi s year. News / Check 15. 5 . 70 

[ fr. Afk. Staatspresident] 

~ vb intrns . 

Sub stand. 10, 29vb. Live: fr eq. u sed as equiv. of 1 reside' implying 

permanent resid ence as in Scottish stay (live): see qua t . at ( 2)lo cation 4b. 

The date for the funeral has been provisionally set for Satu rday 
thi s week at Buntingville, where they stayed. Daily Dispatch 30. 9. 69 

[pro b. fr . Brit. usage, Afk. blv d0stay and woon ='{
0
live do not appear 

.=..::...L- " -- " 
to b e used interchangeably] 
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stay well, i•.np. vb _phr: 

9, 10, 29vb . A farewell greeting to those relT.aining behind: see 

also go well, 9, 10,· 29vb, hamba kahle 2, 10, mooi loop 9 , 10, 29vb: 

see quot. at go wen 2, 9, 29vb and umnumzana 1, 2. [ trans. Ngu. 

greeting sala (ni) k~.hle (qv)] 

steeg [ sta:dx] n. and n. suff. 

27a. Lane, alley: see quot. still found in Cape Town street names . 

Adamse Widow, Mossel- steeg 
Adriaanse J. fisherman, Krabbe-steeg 
Agom widow, bonnetmaker, Hilleger- steeg 

Cape Town Directory for 1833 

In the old town the houses usually had lanes between them four 
feet in width. . . Such a lane was called a " steeg" and the "steeg" 
names were often picturesque. Off Waterkant ... one f ound Dopper 
Steeg, Crabbe Steeg, Moss el Steeg, Klipfish Lane and Lelie Steeg. 
Lawrence Green Grow Lovely,Growing Old 1951 

[ Du. steeg = lane, alley] 

steek [stJ:,;:;Jk] vb trns. 

ColLIS, 21vb among children: t o put up a certain number of marbles 

at which opponent throws his ghoen e. g. ' .""'-you a six,"'"""' you a 

four' etc. [unknown, poss. fr. Du. steken = to pu~ 
t>ot~ ~· ~-"\~ 

steekappel [ ' sttdk, ap;:d, -1] n. pl. -s 
I 

28. Also thorn- apple, mad apple, Apple of Peru, the prickly fruit of 

Datura stramonium : see stinkblaar 28, also malp itte 16. [Afk. fr. 

Du. steken =tprick, stab + appel cogn. apple; thorny fruit] 

steekgras ['str.ak,xras] n. 

28, 11. Also stickgrass: any of numerous species of Aristida, except 

for those known as Bushman or toa(twa)-grass (qv) 28, 11 and of 

several species of Andropogon, having sharp, wiry stems and foliage 

and producing spiky f ruits or awns which cling to fleeces and even 

penetrate the ski n : not good fodder grasses for these reasons . cf. 

Canad. spear grass , Austr. porcupine grass (spinifex] 

"Steek- grass" is the colonial name applied to a number of 
species of the natural order Gramineae, having l ong sharp awns 
attached to their seeds, by which they adhere to the wool of sheep. 
Wallace Farming Industries of the Cape Colony 1896 

The rooigras had disappeared almost completely .. . to be 
replaced by steekgras. The main reason why steekgras has spread 
t o such an extent ... is probably because the veld had been grazed 
too heavily . . . and had never been rested in order to enable the 
rooigras to recover a nd seed. Handbook for Farmers inS. A. 1937 

to 
[ Afk. fr. Du. steken = stab, prick, cut+ gras cogn. grass] 

" 
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steekh~[' st1;:;·k 1ha.:r] n. and n. modifier 

11. The coarse hair ed. strain of the .Afrikander (q v) ronderib (qv) 11 

sheep: those which are not blink(shiny}haar (qv) 1 .l. 

... the occurrence of coarse, opaque, brittle, kempy fibres 
. . . in contrast to the soft, silky hair of the g reater majority. This 
difference of covering is ... the origin of a subdivision in Ronderib 
sheep, namely the "Blinkl:.aar" and the "Steekhaa 1:." Handbook for 
Farmers in S. A. 19 37 

[ Afk. fr . Du. steken = to prick, stab + haa r cogn. hair] 

steeles [ sti,aks] adj. 

Coll. 10, 29adj. Balky, obstinate, inclined to jib, usu. of or 

pertaining to hors es ; figur. recalcitrant (of persons ). cf. figur. 

remskoen 31, 10, 19. 

There we stand at the bottom of a steep hill, struggling with 
our horses, who have taken it into their heads not to move an inch 
further - they have become steeks, as the Boers say. Mackinnon 
S. Afr. Traits 1887 cit. Pettman 

[ Afk . . fr. Du. steegs = unwilling to budge] 

lsteen- [ stian] n. prefx 

Stone: prefx in names of flora and fauna usu. sign. either the 

choice of a rocky habitat e . g. -._ b ok (qv} ·6, "-1 bras (qv) 12, or a 

likene .... s to a stone e. g . ........._, klawer (cogn. clover) 2 8, Melilotus 

indica (M. parviflorus ) ; .-......_. tjieskweek (qv) 28 Cyperus rotundus . 

[ Aik. fr . Du. steen cogn. stone] 

2steen [shan] n. modifier 

Hist. 8. Steen: sign. made of Steen grapes e . g . c-J Constantia (now 
usu. Stein in S.A.) 

Ther e are two or three kinds of sweet wine made, but too heavy 
to drink after meals. The Steen wine has a sparkling quality and 
tartish taste, something like Vin de Grave, ·but much inferior in flavour . 
Percival Account of the C . of G . H . 1804 

yv--· 
[ fr. steen druiven = 'steen' grapes] 

1\ 

steenbok/buck [' sttan, b~k] n. 

6. Any of several small antelopes of the genus Raphicerus {R. campestris~ 

" u s u. preferring a rocky habitat. 

7th July 1811. Speelman brought home a Steenbok (Stone- buck} 
he h ad shot on the rocky plain under the mountains. This is a small 
antel ope, of nearly the same size of the Duyker, but of a lighter and 
reddish color, having the under part of the body white ... but there is 
not, as in the Duyker, any tuft of hair between the ears. Burchell 
Travels I 1822 

This year steenbuck were d eclared ordinary game but the council 
.. . decided unanimously to ask the Department of Nature Conservation 
to h ave them declared protected game in 1974. E . Province Herald 
26. 9 . 73 

[ Afk. fr. Du. steen cogn. s tone + bok cogn. buck] 
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s t eenbras [ 1 sU:•:n•, bras] n. pl. f/J 

1 2 . The stone brearn, also called ·musselc racker/crusher 12, usu. 

referring to several marine fish of the -~paridae1 bank~ .... , black.--....___. _; 

also Biskop (qv) 12, red,......_ Dentex rupestris, ~!low .-.- etc . a ll 

frequenting rocky waters , and the white ,........._ Lith ognathus lithognathus, 

see quot. : see a l so quot. at allewereld 9. 

Other common estuarine fish - the white stumpnose (Rhabdosargus 
globeceps ) and the ._·.,hite steenbras (Lithognathus lithognathu:>) are 
carnivores and feed mainly on the little crustaceans in the rnud banks . 
Grindley Riches of the S ..!a 19 69 

The word 11 steenbras" is Dutch for 11 s tone bream11 , a description 
which does not seem to fit o-:.1r white steen bras very well as his 
favourite feeding grounds are sandy banks and estuarine mud banks, 
but he does not belong to the family Sparidae to which the black steenbras 
and the silver steenbras belong. Grocott 1 s Mail 16. 8. 72 
[ Afk. fr. Du. steen cogn. stone + brasem = bream] 

stellasie [ 1 ste' lo sl] n. pl. - s 

18. A framework, scaffolding o r series of racks for various purposes, 

drying skins, biltong, fruit or fish, growing mushrooms etc. cf. 

Canad. (fish)flake, a drying device. 

A l most everyone in South Africa has tasted ostrich biltong ... 
Mile after mile of this biltong may be seen drying on the frames and 
wires called stellasies n ear Oudtshoorn. · Lawrence Green Ka!()O 19 55 

[ Afk. fr . Du. stellage : scaffolding, vb stell en = to place] 

Stellenbosch [ 'stel<3n,bb5] vb trns 

( 1) 20, 10 . Anglo- Boer War term : to relegate an incompetent or 

foolhardy officer to a post where he is unable to do harm, u su. as pass . 

to be"-' eel,; figur . to put a difficult or controversial person in a position 

on the shelf. cf. phr . ' to kick upstairs, ' also Fr . L imoger - to rel egate 

to Limoge. 

An' it all went into the laundry, 
But it n ever came out in the wash. 
We were sugared about by the old men 
( Panicky, perishin' old men) 
That ' ar.nper an' ' i nder and scold men 
For f ear o' Stellenbosch! 

Kipling The Five Nations 1903 

[ fr. n. prop. of town, then a military post] 

( 2) n. prop. 34. The site of a prehistoric homonoid culture. 

The so- called 11Stellenbos ch11 culture range of artifacts to be 
found in such large numbers in the Boland and the Western Cape must 
have been smashed from the huge pebbles of sandstone by hom onids of l arg < 
and powerful proportions . Sunday Times 14. 11. 71 

[ fr. p lace name] 

Stem, Die Cdl' ' stem] n . pro.E.. 

4b . The S . Afr. national anthem: a poem by C.J . La ngenhoven set to 

rnusi c. 

as he appeared in the gangway the band struck up 11 Dic Stcm 11 

and the assembled crowd of ambassadors , Queen1 s r epresentatives , 
Foreign Offi ce and Service dignitaries stood to attention. Daily News 
23.5 . 70 

[abbr . Di.c Stem van Sui d Afrika = The Voice of S . A.] 
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stemvee [' stem,f.ta, -fi:] ~ 

4b, 10, 19. Lit. '""::>ting cattle. 1 Simple minded and gullible persons 

'herded' to vote by often unscrupulous politicians. 

~s§AJI:J' also used of parliamentary yes-men: see quot. 

Steinvee.- . .. bc..ck-benchers whose dutie s i n padiament are 
confined to voting on, and not discussi;ng, the measures brought forward. 
Swart Africanderi Sf!lS a Supplement 1934 

[ Afk. fr. Du. stemmen = to vote + ~ cogn. O.E . feoh = cattle] 

- ster [ ste:r, stta (r}] n. suf£. 

27e. -Star: found in S.Afr . place names Morgenster and Aandster . 

[ Afk. £r . Du. ster cogn. star] 

ster- [ ste:r, st~a (r)] n . prefx 

28 . . Star-: as prefx in plant names usu. sign. star-like shape, l eaf 

arrangement etc. , e. g. -.__boom 32 Cliffo rtia arborea; -- dissel 28 

Centaurea calcitrapa (star thistle); -..., grass 28 Cynodon plectostachyus 

star grass o r Ficinia radiata. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ster cogn. star] 

sterk [sterk, stt,a (r) k] adj . prefx 

27i. Strong, powerful: found inS. Afr. place names e. g. Sterkstroom, 

Sterkspruit, Sterkwater. [ Afk. fr. Du. sterk = strong] 

sterloop [ 1 ster1h; ap, stta (r)-] n . pl. - s 

20. Gun: a smooth bore flintlock in use in the mid-Cl9. 

By the middle of the 19th century the greatest damage to the 
game h erds of the plains was being done by the famous sterloop - a 
smoothbore flintlock of about 1842 manufactured in Birmingham with the 
much prized star on the barrel. Daily Dispatch 22. 7. 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ster = star +.!..££E..= barrel (of a gun)] 

stertriem [ 1 stert,r!'m, 'st£a(r) t-] ..!!· 

5, 2. A loin cloth of hide worn by male members of certain tribes 

after attaining manhood. 

Proud in their wearing of the ste rtreim - sign of manhood - the se 
young boys, clad in their tribal clothes of w ell-trimmed, round- cut 
goatskins, play about on the grassy banks of the stream . . . Lanham and 
Mopeli Paulus Blanket Boy' s Moon 1953 

.. . he pretended that he was just laughing at ... the thought of 
himself wearing a Bushman' s wild- cat- skin loin c loth . ... 11 lsn't that 
a scream ... me wearing a stert- riem in the hiernamaals? 11 [hereafter] 
H. C. Bosman Bekkersdal Marathon 1971 

[ Afk. fr. Du. staart = tail + riem = strap, Du. s taartriem = crupper 

of a hors e] 

stickgrass, n. 

28, 11. See steekgras 28, 11. [ translit. Afk. steekgras] 



stick2 vb trns. 

Call. 20, 10, Stab. 

You've got to watch out they don' t sti ck you with a knife. 
Informant Grahamstown 197 1 

{0 

[ translit. Afk. steek = stab] 
-I' 

stick away, vb phr. 
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Subst and. 29vb. J.'J. To hide: as i n 'I stuck it away somewhere and 
-r~ 

now I can't find it. ' [ trans(l.it) . Afk. wegsteek ="hi de away] 

stick fast, vb phr . 

31, 29vb, 10. To become stuck usu. in mud etc. when travelling. 

Once indeed we did stick fast where water and mud l ay thick 
on the track, and we came five hour s late to Upington . . . Birkby 
Tbirstland Trek> 1936 

[ translit. Afk. vas steek = to stick, o r get stuck] 

stick on, vb phr. 

Subst and. 29vb, 10 . To i nfect, e. g . ' Don' t sit near him I don't want 

you to stick him on. 1 

1 To stick him on' is the regular expr.ession meaningtinfect., in 
my area. [Bedford] Informant Doctor Grahamstown 197 3 

-\_0 
[ translit. Afk. aansteek = i nfect, contaminate etc. ] 

A 

stiffsicknes s, n. 

11. See styisiekte 11 and quat. below 

The term stiffsickness is frequently used in S.A. to describe 
an affection of the locomotive system . . . Popularly it includes various 
widely different conditions such as Three days sickness, Lamsiekte, 
Gallamsiekte, Gallsickness etc .. .. to avoid confusion the term should 
be confined to only two conditions (a) stiffsickness caused by the 
stiffsicknes s bush ... and (b) stiffsicknes s due to phosphorous 
deficiency (aphosphorosis) . Handbook for Farmers inS. A. 1937 

[ fr. Afk. styfsiekte (qv)] 

stil(le) [ s til (~ )J ad,L 

27i. Quiet, calm: found in S. Afr. place names in attrib. inflect. form -

Stillewater and in uninf.lect. fOrm - Stilbaai- oos, Stilbaai- wes, Stilfontein. 

[ Afk. stil = quiet] 

still, adv. 

29adv. Used spatially in SAE sign. further , more, as well, in space 

or distanc e [as well as (standard} time, e.g. ' There's still an hour to 

wait] or redundantly, see quat. 

There's a little garden then there's still a stoep between· us a'nd 
the street. Informant e x Kimberley 1973 
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Mrs- turned to Mrs- saying "Lao!<. how tl,at bus i s smoking­
it is still going to explode today" as they pa£sed the vehicle. Daily 
Dispatch 24. 11. 71 

[ trans. Afk. nog = still, yet, further] 

stinkblaar [ 1 st.IIJk,blQ,:(r)] .!!· 

28, 16. Datura stramonium (also D. metel and D. ferox): an annual 

weed of rank growt:h and fetid smell with trumpet shapE,d mauve flowers 

and thorny fruit ( see _steekappel 28) containing malpitte (qv) 16; the 

plant is used for. various medicinal purposes, but is regarded as 

poisonous to stock; source of the drug Stramonium: see quot. at 

malpitte 16: U.S. J i m son weed, stink weed, Apple of Peru. 

Stinkblaar .... the leaves ... are esteemed as a remedy for 
asthma and for this purpose the dried leaves are smoked in a pipe. 
The freshly warmed leaves or the vapour s from an i nfusion are used 
as a sedative in cases of neuralgia, rheumatic or other pains, and in 
the form of poultice are also applied to cancerous ulcers and rolled 
up into little pellets, are employed ... to ease earache. C.A. Smith 
Common Names of S . Afr. Plants 1966 

[ Afk. fr. Du. stinken = to stink + blaar = leaf] 

stinkbug/beetle, n. pl. - s 

21. Any of several insects which eject evil smelling fluid as a form 

of defence when touched or disturbed: see also (h)oogpister 21. 

E ffective and economic control of grain stinkbugs is obtained 
by spraying XYZ emulsifiable concentrat e. Far mer's Weekly 12. 5. 71 

stinkfish, n. pl. ~ 

12. Also bamboofis h 12, bamvoosie 12: see quot. at mooi nooientjie 12. 

stinkhout [' stt5k1 (h)au t] .!!· 

18, 32. See stinkwood 18, 32. wit...._. (white), rooi ,_._ (r ed), 

swart f"'....J (black). [ Afk. stink + hout = wood,' ti mber J 

stinkwood, n. pl. - s 

18. The wood of three indigenous hardwood trees, or the trees them­

selves, which have in common the fact that their timber smells 
- · .... 

unpleasant when cut. 

a great cabinet of stinkwood - t hat beautiful ill­
named wood of South Africa, odorous only in its freshly cut state. The 
grain had dark- coloured markings that made a handsome, wavelike 
pattern . . . Whitney Blue Fire 1973 

A record price of R l 360 a cubic meter was realised for prime 
quality black stinkwood at the four-day annual sale of timber f r om th e 
indigenous forests of the Southern Cape that ended on Thursday. Las t 
year's top price for s tinkwood was R 720 a cubic meter. Het Suid 
Western 26 . 9. 74 

(blac k) --....,., ( s w a rt s tinkhout) the h ard, finel y g rained and e x ceptionally 

heavy timb e r of Ocotoea bulla ta, much prized for furniture, souvenir s 

etc.: also called Cape laurel, Cape Mahogany, Cape Oak, African Oak. 
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"""'-white or camdebo ...-...J (wit stinkhout) Ceitis g,fricana: a lso 

cor rupted to ca.nn·l.~bal ~ .· 

Its texture i s such that it does not work easily a.nd it bends when 
wet. White stinkwood wa-kiste are fairly commonly found. Baraitser 
and Obholzer Cape Countrv Furniture 197 1 

red~ (rooi stinkhou_t;) Pygeum africanum or bitter a :'.mond, the 

timber of whi ch i s red, bor.er-proof and valued for wagon work: all 

parts of the tree smell of pru ssi c acid when cut or brcised. 

[ fr. smell of fresl·,ly cut wood] 

~tinky, n. pl. -ies 

Coll. 15 . Among children: a t op made or thought to be made of 

stinkwood (qv) 18: ho , sailorboy 15. 

stiver ['sta;t'va] n. pl. - s 

24. See stuiwer 24. 

stock, n. and n . modifier 

( 1) ll. Livestock, f a rm animal s occ. extended t o game, now officially 

classed as ,......_in terms of the -.._ reduction scheme (qv) 4b. 

The pasturage is also diversifi ed and is found to be suitable to 
all descriptions of stock. C. of G . H . Almanac for 1856 
· 1 1 ~0 a..1so~reviat~d to SSU 

_ In combinati ons ~ fair,' ..... a sale of::::::_; r...._ theit; unit · lqV, 

(s.ee. stock r eduction scheme 4b. ) , ~ farmer , 19, 11. 

(2) 29vb. Also as vb esp. vbl n . __, i~ in phr. f"./ing rate 24, 1 1. 

Thickly grassed sour veld - stocking rate 2 s mall units per 

morgen. Natural bush p rovides ample shelter for s to ck. Daily 
Dispatch 25. 3. 72 

[abbr. of livestock or trns. Afk. general term~ cogn. O.E. feoh = 

cattle] 

stockfish, n . pl . ~ 

12. Also stokvis : Merluccius capensis, very like the E uropean hake, 

the commonest S . Afr. edible fish ' 'commercially the most important 

single species i n S . A . being taken in great quantity by trawl 

J .L.B. Smith Sea Fishes of S . A . 196 1 

Stockfish, or hake ... is most obliging. You can do almost 
anything with it - fry, boil, bake or make i nto fish cakes or fish pies. 
It is t oo soft for pi ckling or fo r the making of smoorvis . . . Farmer ' s 
Weekly 18. 4 . 7 3 

[ fr . Afk. fr. Du. stokvis = h ake] 

stock reduction scheme, n. prop. 4b . 11 

4b, 11. A government scheme operative in certain areas by which a 

farmer who reduces stock by one third of the c arrying load (see sto c::kinrr 

r ate 24, .·, 1 1) of his ( 2)vel d (qv) 11 is paid compensation for that num ber 

of stock units (qv) 11, 24 in r eturn f<:>r which he guarantees to rest 

25% of his grazing (veld) for the peri od of a year: the penalty for not 

complying with this condition is forfeiture of the compensation plus 

interest. 
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Mr R- has gone in for the stock reduction scheme and keeps 
a flock of stud Dc1"mers in a ''house ca1np" or kraal where they are 
fed. Farmer's \V \~ ekly 4.7.73 · 

stock unit, n. pl. - s 

24. Also animal unitAl:>, 24.\ .. the equivalent of one ox, hors e , mule 

or donkey ( calves c!lld foals are counted as full- grown 3.S soon as they 

are weaned) two C-':llves, two foals or four sheep or goa.ts . Pigs, 

lambs and kids are disregarded in computing animal units . ' 

Tomlinson Commission 1955. See quot. at st oclcing rate 24, 11 
[ fr. 'animal unit' and ~ock (qv)] 

s t o ef [ s tlif] 
Coll. 16, 10. 

n. a·o. d vb intrns 

to be i_n a~ , 

Slang among children: ill humour, rage, in phr. 

cf. Brit. huff, Southern U.S. fus.£_ (u su. vb) 

29vb, as vb to ,......,_ , to rag e or sulk: see also drag 10, 29vb. 

X was having a hell of a stoe£ this morning ... she asked me 
a question, then she asked this other guy a qu estion, then she started 
stoefing. . Boy, 9, 28. 9 . 70 

[unknown poss. fr. Afk. s toof fr. Du. stoven = to stew, broil] 

, . . . [ vl .., .., J stoe.J...-"'r1e1np1es stu 1 r1mp1s n. u su. pl. 

18. Fine strips of soft ened hide sold by weight, see quot. at riempie 

18, for n1aking riempie (qv) seats and backs for chairs, stools, 

rusbanks {qv) 18 etc. [ Afk. fr. Du. stoel = cha ir cogn. stool + ri em 

{qv) + dimin. suff. .::..Ei..iJ 

stoep [ stup, sti:ip] n. pl. - s 

18. A rais e d platform or verandah in front of or all round a h ouse 

orig. in town houses raising them above street level: now loos ely 

used of any covered veranda or open porch: also U.S. and Canad. stoop. 

In the evening, the family parties of the respectable classes 
enjoyed themselves walking slowly about the r ais ed stoep, or terrace, 
in front of their houses, or sat on chairs watching the passers by. 
Alex ander Western Africa I 1837 

This piatform extended in front of the house to form a promenade 
or ' stoep' fla nked at each end by a low brick seat, which was r eached 
from street level by one or two flights of steps. Le wcock C 19 
Architecture in S . A. 19 63 

In combination ,....._bank (bench) 18 described above, or occ. a 

!.usba~ {qv) 18 u sed on a /'""-...J; ~chair, any chair suitable for 

outdoor use; ,......_farmer 19, see,-.._, sitter 19; ,.....,_, kamer 18, a 

portion of a r-1 built-in as an extra room often seen, esp. in the country . 

. . . it was apparently intende d tha t the line of th e roof of the 
stoepkamer should be acknowledged on the wall of the new fortified 
tower. Lewcock Cl9 Architecture inS. A . 1 63 

·~. (see 
/""'-" plant 18 , ornamental pot p lant; -..._, talk 10, general convers a tion, 

odds and e :1ds , title of certain newspaper columns; ...c:::::_sitt er {or~ 

farmer ) an idler who prefers to sit on his ..::::::::drinking coffee and 



giving instructions to participating 
known as a 'cheque book farmer.' 
nhilosonher etc. 
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actively in any work himself: occ. 
cf . Brit . ~!chair traveller, 

One of the devices in the pl ay is a chorus of three old men, 
11 stoepsi.tters 11 who represent the traditional small- town community 
and comment on the main ac tion. Evening Post 9. 9. 72 

THIS WEEK'S STOEP TALK Het Suid Wf!Stern 3. 7. 74 

[ Afk. _s_!:oep = veranda fr. Du. stoep= steps or p , ,,ved elev ation in 

front of a house cogn. ste·p] 

s tofi e [' s t"\1a flj n. pl. - s 

18. Also voetstofie 18 and (2) konfoor 18: usu. a small footwarmer 

consisting of a lined wooden box with a perforated top, containing a pan 

or tessi e (qv) 18 of burning _coals. 

Riempie- bottomed chairs, the stofie, a s1nall hollow wooden 
stool, in which charcoal was· burnt to warm the feet . . . made by 
the cabinet makers of the Cape Mills First Ladies of the Cape 19 52 

It had been the custom for e lderly folk to have a couple of slaves 
precede them to church, one carrying a "stoofie", a padded metal­
lined footstool containing glowing charcoal when i t was winter. 
McMagh A Dinner of Herbs 1968 

[ Afk. fr. Du. stoofje, stoof = footstove or warmer + dimin. suff. ~ 

or -ie] 

stokkies-draai [ ' stokts 1dral:.] vb phr. 0'(' _!:1· 

29vb, 10. To play truant: c£. Canad. play hookey. 

Last week again X and ") w ere involved in a hammer-and­
t ongs shouting match that disgraced the council chamber . Over what? 
Why 'j hadn't attended a meeting. Was he r eally sick or was it 
stokkiesdraai? That's what )\ wanted to know - as if it matters a row 
of beans . Het Suid Western 8 . 8. 74 

[ Afk. = to play truant] 

stokvel ~stbk, fel] n. and n. modifier 

2, 30, 15. A syndicate or club of closed membership of sellers of 

liquor in African townships , operating mainly on food and liquor sales 

at parties held at members' homes in rotation: these may be small­

time or tiekie-line ~ with an entrance fee to members and their 

guests as low as SOc, or big-time-- The ,.......,_, also operates as a 

mutual aid society for members in prison, in debt or other trouble: 

see quat. a t skokkiaan gueen 8 : also vb phr . to _pl ayrJ 29vb and slang 

abbr. stokki e; see quat. at non-voter 2, 19, 10. c£. Canad. potlatch 

sign. 'donation feast. 1 

In contrast to the 1 Tiekie- Line ' parties which attract predominantly 
female ' followers ', Big- Time Stokvel has a special lure for males . 
Stakes are high. The ' table money' is never less tha n RlO . . . the 
amount spent by members at any one party must be reciprocated by t he 
host as the Stokvel gatherings rotate. The 1820 June 1973 

as modifier -....,., party 15, -.....,gathering , .........._, members, 

_..._,rules , ~ jargon e tc . 

He used to take me to 1 stokvel 1 parties every weekend and some-
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times h e would get so dru nk that I would have to carry him home . . . 
One day at a 'stokvel' po.rty he got very drunk 2.gain and was ver y 
r owdy. Drum Aug. 197 1 

[ unknowfl 

stokvis [ 1 st~k,fxs] n. pl. ~ 

1 2. See stockfisb 12. 

stom_p [stomp] adj. andadj . prefx · 

(1) Coli. 10, 29adj. Blunt, of a knife etc., squared off, cropped: 

see quot. at winkelhaak 11. 

1 b l ack Ox, right ear stomp and square, l eft ear square 
behind. Grahamstown Journal 11. 4 . 1833 

( 2) Blunt: as prefx in names of fauna and flora e. g . - neus (qv) 12, 
)( 

als o stumpnose 12; --' stertjie 3 ( stertjie = little tail) a small bird 

Sy1vie\ta rufcscens; ,....._ doring 28, Gardenia spatulifolia; 

_.._stertbobbejaantjie 13, Babiana erectifoli~, see bobbejaantjie 13. 

[ Afk. fr. Du . stomp= blunt, cropped off cogn. stump] 

s tompi r stomp'f] n. prop. pl. - s 

18 . A small stove designed with sloping s i des for the heating of sad­

i rons: now also used as room heaters . 

Order stompis for your servants ' rooms: they're excellent 
and work up a terrific heat. Grahamstown housewife 1966 
[ prob. fr. h e ight and size] 

stompie ~stompi'] n. pl. - s 

(1) Col!. 8, 10 . A ci garette butt. d . Austr . bump.,-er. 

So be .. . careful with lighted cigarettes, matches, stompies , 
glass bottles - becaus e they can s tart fires , remember - not only on 
Signal Hill either . . . E. Provi nc e Herald 11. 1. 73 

Figur. in phr. picking up-- s, breaking into a conversation by 

picking up the tail end of a previous remark. 

( 2) 12. Small fish used for bai t, see also £latty 12. 

K . was fishing for flatties ( stompies) for bait for his father ... 
E. Province Herald 2. 5. 74 

( 3) 18 . See stompi. 

(4 ) 28 . Certain dwarf plants are so n am ed. 

[ fr . Afk. stomp cogn. stump + dimin. suff. -ie] 

stompneus [ t st~mp, nl'oes] n. p l. ~ 

12. See stumpnose 12: usu. in combination rooi( red) ~ or 

wit{ white ,-....._ see quot. at baardman 12, steen bras 12. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. stompne u s = s nub nose] 



stone{s}, n. usu. pl:_ 

(1) Sect. Mining. 30. Diamond trade term t:~ign . a gemstone of 

particular size: see quat. 
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11Stones 11 are usually over one carat (a carat being 200 milligrams} 
Anything smaller falls in the 11melee 11 catego ry. (Article on De Beers} 
Panorama Dec. 1972 

{2) 30. See also kl~_p 30, blinkklip(pie) 30, c oll. diamonds. 

The cooling m ud has closed round the stones tal~ing the impress 
of every angle and facet. Glanville The Fossi cker 1.391 cit Pettman 

stone pine, n . pl. - s 

32. Pass. reg. Cap e : the Mediterranean Pinus p inea, the cones 

{see dennebol 18) of which contain pine-nuts (Ita lian pignoli), see 

dennepit( s ) 7; also the 'umbrella pine• . 

It looks as though the avenue of huge stone pines at the 
011dtshoorn entrance to George :n oncr.e.n.--. ...-"CY<o.-= •• • is doomed. 
The Town Clerk ... reported at this week's council meeting that most 
of the stone p ines were rotten and in danger of being blown o ver. 
Het Suid Weste rn 5. 12. 74 

stoof [ snraf] n. 

18. See stofie 18, also voetstofie 18. 

[stops] n. stops 

Slang. 

16, 10. 

1 6, 10. Vulgar expression for constipati on: 

[unknown, pass . fr. Afk. stopsel = plug] 

stormjaer ~ s to rm1 j a.a (r ) J ..!!· pl. - s 

see also skiets 

( 1) 19, ~- A member of the militant core of the O . B . (qv ) 4b . 

. . . ex-Ministe r of Defence and the Ossewa Brandwag - Ox-wagon 
Sentinel - movement and its inner core of s tormja ers - fighte rs . 
Walker Kaffirs are Lively 1948 

(2) Also stormja(g) er: a flour dumpling fried in fat or cooked in hot 

embers . cf. vetkoek 7, also called maagbom(men) ( qv) 7. cf. Austr. 

damper, buck jumper, Jam. E . stick-in-the-middle. 

Moolman taught the boys how to cook the flour they drew in 
boiling fat . These d e licacies wer e known as stormjagers or maag­
bommen, that is to say, storm hunters b ecause they were r apidly 
cooked, or s tomach bombs , owing to their effect on the digestion. 
Stuart Cloete R ags of G lory 1963 

[ Afk. fr . Du. storm + jager = hunter] 

storosh(a ) [ • sto,,r~ s~ n. 

2, 18, 11. The grass thatched hut, u s u. of a farm l abourer, built on 

the traditional circular pattern: see also s truis 18, 2. · fi gur. 19, 10. 

Nickname for a boy with hair too long or untidy. cf. Brit. 1thatc h 1 as 

nickname. 
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•Storosh ~layed a good game for Firsts last week! 
Girl, 16 Grahamstown 1974 

[ fr. Xh. isithorosha = 'hut of one in employment. 1 Xhosa informant 

po ss. rel. stroois or strt.•is (qv)] 

stove, n. pl. - s 

18. In S. A. usu. an e l ectric, gas, coal1. ox· wood cooking s tove or 

range, as opposed to a room heater (Brit . .-..-): Brit. cooker, 

U.S. r ange. 

- straat [- stra,: t] n . suff. 

Z7a. - street: found in Afk. or translated s tr eet names e . g. Kerkstraat, 

Burgstraat, Adderleystraat and Yo1•kstraat. [ Afk. fr. Du. straat cogn. 

street] 

straight, n. pl. - s 

U su. [A. E .], Cell. 2, 8, 24. A whole 7 50ml bottle (formerly 25 fl oz) : 

see a l so h alf-jack 2, 8, 24 {ha-ja) and nipinyane 2, 8, 24; d . square­

f ace 8. 

Africa n women who b uy l arge quantiti es of liquo r ... 
measure out tots for 2s. 6d, nips for 5s, half- jacks for lO s , or a 
straig:.t {a full bottle) for £ 1 or 30s . Longmore The Dispossessed 1959 

He takes out a wad of notes and instead of buying this cherie a 
nipinyana he collects a whole s t raight of m a hog . . . Drum 8. 1. 74 

[ unknown, poss. fr . usu. straight-sidedshape] 

-strand- [ strant, straend] n. p r efx and s uff. 

( 1) 27a. Beach, s trand: found inS. Afr. place names e. g . Strandfontein, 

Paradysstrand. 

(2) 28. Prefx to certain plant names s i gn. a preference for a sandy 

or coastal habitat e . g. r-../ boegoe, see buchu 2 8, 16; ~ dagga 28, 

16, Leonoti s hirtiflora; ~ gousbloo!!: 13, Gazania uniflora; .-....., vy 

14 , 28, Car pobrotus acinaciformis, see sour fig 14 . 
[ Afk. strand = beach cogn. strand] 

strandlopers [ 1 strant,l'lfapa (r) s] (usu .) pl. n. 

( 1) 23, 19. A prehistoric coas tal race of S . A. , poss. forerunners of 

bot h Bushman and Hottentot: see quot . 

. . . the c amp sites (kitchen middens) of the Strandlopers, a Stone 
Age people, who i nhabited the Cape coast up to the time of the arrival 
of the White man . . . Mos t authoriti es describe the Strandl opers as 
being of a l ater Stone Age culture, but Desmond Clark suggests i n hi s 
descriptions of their tools that they were middle Stone Age . E . Province 
Herald 18. 12. 72 

( 2)23, 19.A bushman race living on the coast near S . W . Afri ca; also 
~ndlopers. 

By far the most mysterious people t o be seen from time to time 
at Zessfontein are members of a group known to the Hottentots as 
1Sancllopers '. It is possible that these are the l ast of the old Strandlopers 
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a Bushman race inhabiting the beaches of South Ahi.ca centuries ago, 
but thought to have become extinct. Lawrence Green Lords of the 
Last Frontier 1S'52 

[ Afk. fr. Du. strand= beach + 1:..2..£E_ = go + agent. s u fL - er] 

( 3) 19 . Figur. a beachcomber, vagrant (freq. to a child) as in 

1 Put on your shoes you look a proper r-./ . 1 Mother, 40 George, C. 

Province. 

(4 ) 3 . Also ~tji_£z any of several coastal plovers of the Charadriidac 

which frequent th(; seashore. 

[ fr . ( 1) strandloper] 

Strandveld [ 1 strant,felt] n. prop. 

27a. The coastal areaS. of Bredasdorp and Ri ver sdale. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. strand= beach +veld= country] 

strandwolf [ 1 strant, v?flf] n. pl. -we, f/J 

6. Hyaena brunnea, lit . 'beach wolf' which scavenges 

along the sea coast: see wolf 6 . 

. . . then there is the hyena (wolf of the colonists), of which there 
are different species, such as the aarde-wolf, the tiger-wolf, striped 
hyena, and the strand-wolf or maned jackal. McKay Last Kaffir 
War 1871 

[ Afk. fr. Du. strand= beach +wolf= wolf Afk. hyena] 

streep- [strT.ap-] n.prefx 

Stripe{d), striated, banded: prefixed to names of fauna and flora 

e. g. -..- dassie (qv) 12, -._ ha(a)rder (qv) 12, -.... vis (qv) 12;, 

-._ muis 6 striped field mouse, "'""'- muishond (qv) 6 banded mongoose: 

polecat;, '"-J aalwyn 28, 13 Aloe striata, __, vygie (qv) 13 Aloinopsis 

rubrolineata. [ Afk. fr . Du. streep = streak, stripe] 

streepdassie [ 'str'I<:>p, dast] n . p l. f/J 

12. Sargus cervinu s , a marine fish also called ( 2 )zebra, bontrok, 

wildeperd, all 12. 

dim in. suff. ..:i£] 
[ Afk. fr . Du. streep = stripe + das = badger + 

streepha(a)rder [ 1 str:I:a p,ha( r )da (r ) , -hu.d-] n . 

1 2. Mugil tri cuspidens, one of the mullet also called springer (qv) 12. 
[ Afk. streep cogn. stripe(d) + harder = mullet] 

strc{e)pie ['stli'pt, 
1
str:t,dplj ~· pl. -s 

1 2. Small fish variously named commonly used for bait: see 

karanteen 12. 

I h ear that some _g_eelb ek up to 8kg have been caught in the deep 
water towards the end of the pier. If there' s any about these live 
strepies shoul d tempt them to feed. Farmer's Weekly 4. 12. 74 

[ Afk. stree.I?... cogn. stripe. + dimin. suff. - i e] 
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t . [ 1 tr. f·- · s reepv1s s r .ap1 :t.s..: n . 

12. See seventy four l L [ Afk. stl·eep cogn. stripe + vis fr. Du. 
visch cogn. fish] 

- stroom [- strl.Tdm] n. suff. 

27a. -stream: found inS. Afr. place names e . g . Nylstroom, 

Sterkstroom, WakkerstroCJm. [ Afk. fr. Du. str o.~~ cogn. stream] 

strop [ strop] n. pl. Os 

31, 11. The leather throat strap hol ding an ox between the yoke- skeys: 

see quot. at yoke- skey, skey a nd nek- strop all 3 1, 1 1. 

Boermaak riems: lOft. RS, 00 ... Strops R3, 00; Agterslaags ... t ... ic.) 
Farmer's Weekly Advt. 13. 6. 73 

[ Afk. fr. Du. strop= halter cogn. strap] 

struis [ stroeis] n. pl. - e( s ) 

18, 11. Also stroois: see storosh(a) 2, 18, 11: thatched r oofed 

hut of an African labourer usu. on a farm, built in the traditional 

circular style. [ Afk. contraction of strooi = straw + huis cogn. house] 

stryddag [ 1strelt1dax] n. pl. -dae 

4b. A1 Afrikaner political party rally: lit. 'day of struggl e . 1 

The d ay of the big stryddag is over. Those large crowds will 
never again drive across the veld to h ear emoti onal appeals to the blood. 
Daily Dispatch 14 . 4 . 7 2 

[ Afk. fr. Du. s trij d = conflict, s truggl e + ~ cogn. day] 

strykgeld [ 1 streik1 xelt] n . 

\,.\\c;.Y, 30. The premium or bonus paid to the opslag (upward) bidder: a term 

in the Dutch method of a uctioneering.: see quot. at opslag ( 3 O),also at 

afsl~ 30. 

The usual procedure was reversed. It was first sold by opsJ.ag 
( advance bidding) and then put up again by afslag (downward bidding). 
The bidder i n the first ins tance had no intention of buying, but w a s out 
t o increase the final amount. For hi s servi ce h e received a bonus or 
premium, or, as it was called, strykgeld. C . Graham Botha Our S . A. 
Past and Present 19 38 

[ Afk. fr . Du . strijkgeld = premium, see a bove ( geld= money)] 

s tuiwer [ 1 s toe1va (r)] n . pl. -s 

\-\\~t. 24. Also stive r ( Eng .) and stuiver : the smallest monetary unit in u se 

at the Cape unt il the mid C 19: the s ixth part of a sc h e lling (qv) 24 or 

skilling (qv) 24 and the fo rty- eighth part of a rixdollar {qv) 24: see quot. 

a t rixdollar . 

Six s tivers are equal to one sch elling, and e i g ht sch e llines to one 
rix-dollar or four shillings currency; but the value of this currency is 
excessively reduced u y the rate of exch a nge, whic h, in 1810, w as 33 per 
cent, in favour of England; . . . Burchell T r avels I 1822 

[ Du. stuiv er = stive r, h alfpenny] 
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~ukvat [ ' stoek,fat] r~. pl. -s andn.modifier 

Hi,st. 18, 24. A wine or spirit vat containing 2 4 a ::J.ker;=>: see quot. at 
(2J yellowwood . 

. . . has continuall~r on sale Stuckvat Staves a.nd Teakwood do., 
l arge and small Iron Hoops . . . S . Afr. A lmanac and Directo!Y.for 1831 
Advt. 

[ Du. (S .A.) stukvat = lar&;e wine vat] 

stump, adj. 

11. See s tomp 29adj, 11. 

stumpnose, n. pl. f/J 

12. An edible marine angling fish: any of severa l sea brea1n of the 

SparidaP. incl. the silver bream: esp. in combination red -._.. (rooi 

stompneus ) Pagrus (or Chrysophrys) gibbi ccps variously known as 

Miss Lucy 12, dageraad 12, stump, magistraat, Michael, miggle etc.; 

also white --...,.,. (wit ston1pneus ) several species usu. Sparus (or 

Rhab.dosargus) globiceps. 

Red and white stumpnose have much more in common than red 
and white steenbras . Farmer ' s Weekly 18. 4. 73 

[ translit. Afk. fr. Du. stompneus = snub nose] 

styfsi.:!kte [ 1 ste:ti, s!kta] n. 

11. Lit. 1 stiffsickness1 (qv) 11, a term used for several diseases of 

domestic livestock including three-days- sickness (qv) 11 : these 

dis eases affect the l ocomotor system and are char acterised by stiffness 

of the limbs and even paralysis : see also lamsickte (qv) 11. One form 

is caused by plant poisoning (through eating the ~ bossie 28, 11. 

Crotalaria Burkeana) which is marked by an abno rmal growth and 

elongation of the hoofs . 

Two kinds of stywesiekte are recognised, namely the so- called 
aphosphorosis . .. and the s t ywesi ekte caused by ingestion of the plant 
Crotalaria burkeana (Klappers ). Handbook for Farmers in S . A. 1937 

[ Afk. fr. Du. stijf ( attrib. stywe) cogn. stiff+ ziekte = disease] 

stywetkap [ 1 ste·s:va 1pap] n . 

7. Firm1 mealie meal (qv ) 7 porridge used eith er with meat and gravy esp. 

b y Africans , or with braaivleis (qv) 7: see quot. at mopane worm 21 

and..E:P- 7. 

Mieliepap for every taste Have you tried it with meat and gravy? 
A real old- time South African favourite, this - perfect at braais. Make 
the firm 1Stywe pap' or the dry and crumbly 1Krummelpap1 •• • 

Fair Lady 30 . 10. 68 

[ Afk. stywe (attrib. form ) fr. Du. stijf cogn. stiff + ~ = porridge] 

stywesiekte [ 1 s tei.va 1 sikta J _g. 

11. See sty-£siekte 11 and quot. a t stiffs ickness 11. 
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34. See substandard( s) 34. 

subs tandard, n. pl. - s 
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34. Sub. A and Sub. B: t:l:e first two years of primary sch ooling 

before the child enters standard (qv) one 34. 

sugar baron, n. pl. - s 

19 (30). Usu. slightly derisive term in Natal for persons who have 

made fortunes in the sugar industry. cf. randlord (qv} 19, Ang. Ind. 

nabob, Brit. merchant prince, H . Kong taipan!... Canad. K!:.5!:.in king, 

lumber lcing, sawdust nobility, timber baron. 

A Natal South Coast sugar baron Mr- who died . . . last year 
aged 69, has l eft an estate of R l)l0 4;606. E. Province Herald 2. 4. 74 

suga r beans , ~ 

7. Dried beans of mottled colouring: see quot. at sousboontjies 7 ; 

freq. cooked with samp (qv) 7 by Africans . 

It was hard to swallow, and sugar beans, cooked with meat 
and served over rice, tasted as flat as her spirits . Whitney Blue Fire 
1973 

sugar bird, n. pl. - s 
~ eol" ~;;:JJ /L ./'\ . 

3. · ·~ species of the Promeropidae~ ' .lf&,te r a\O.CI.J& g.J:J.f !J.-e-.Y~ long-

tailed birds which feed on nectar, p·a._rti'E_ulady of pro teas _{ qv) 13 and 

insects: ~ ~il'v • ~U~"Sv..:.k..~\:.os. 
The little sugar-birds are extremely elegant, and are allied to 

the humming-birds . Webster Voyage I 1834 

[ prob. trans. Afk. suikervoel = sugar bird] 

sugarbush, n. pl. - es 

13, 32. Any of several proteas but most fre q. P . mellifera: see 

suikerbos 13 : also Canad. sign . a grove of sugar maples . 

. . . The Protea of Linn- , [ aeus] called by the Colonists the 
sugar bush, from the quantity of sweet juices the large and beautiful 
flowers contain, which they often extract and use as a substitute for 
that article. James Ewart Journal 18 11- 14 

[ trans. Afk. suikerbos , suike r cogn. sugar + bos cogn. bush] 

- suid- [- soe~t-J n . modifier pr efx.and suf£. 

27h. -south- : found in place names freq. in translation e . g . Suid­

Afrika, Suidwes - Afrika e tc . Als o Du. zuider in Zuider Paarl. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. zuid = s outh, zuide r = southe rn] 

suikerbekki e [ ' soe'ika (r) , b ek't] n . pl. - s 

3. Afk. nam e for the Nectarin.~idae_: see sunbi r d 3. [ Afk. fr. Du . 

zuiker cogn. sugar + bck cogn. beak + dimin. suf£. - (k)ii} 
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suikerbos( sie) [ 1 soe1k a (r)
1 
bo s (l'}] n . pl. - s 

{l ) 32, 1 3 . A l so sug~trbush 32, 13: gene ral name fo r many vari eties 

of flowering .E_:::oteas (qv) esp. P. mellifera (honey bearing) becau se of 

i ts excepti onally swe·~·c nectar. 

The d elicate Humming-birds ... here called by the Dutch colonists 
Suiker-vogel s (sugar birds), from having been observ ed, at least in 
t he neighbourhood of Cape Town, to feed _pr incipCb.llY on the honey of the 
flowers of the Suikerbos ch (sugar-bush) '"l .... 1 [Protaea melliferJJ. 
Burchell Travels I 18 22 

(2 ) 15. Title of a folk song, see qu ot: 

One of the best-known of all South Afri can folk songs, 1 Suikerbossi~ 
e k wil j ou he' (How I want you, sugar bush) was written about it, and 
i nterestingly enough, it came to be known as ' suikerbos 1 b ecause of 
t he nectar i n its calyx. Panorama Feb. 1972 

( 3) 27c. Found in place name Suikerbosrand. 

[ Afk. fr . Du . zuik~ cogn. sugar + _!?osch cogn. bush] 

suikerbrood [ 1 soe'lka ( r ) , brvat] n . 

7. A traditional Cape spong e cake. 

Several fine specimens of that triumph of Cape cookery, t h e 
suikerbrood, of whose glories the 1 sponge cake' can g i ve but a poor 
r eflection. A.B. Marchand Dirk, AS. African 19 13 cit. Swart 19341( 

suka ~suga, -ka] interj. 

2,· 9 . Go away: sometimes in combi nation hamba (gv) ,..._ or figu r . [A. E.} 

as an expression of disbel ief equiv. of ' 'get along with you, r · 'Go on~" · 

etc. 

. .. he called out to the Caffer suka, an expression of g reat 
contempt, as i f dri ving away a dog; the man not moving, he repeated 
his " suka" . . . Grahamstown Journal 16. 5 . 1833 

[ Ngu. ukuSuka = to leave, star t off, get away] 

suklc.s:!_ [ 1 soekal, 'sak-] vb intrns . 

Coll. 29vb. 10. Struggle, have difficulties , battle etc. 

Every night you lie there and sukkel with things you' d l ike to 
forget. Mc L ennan A Winter Vacation 1970 

........._ aar 19, one who struggles against odds, a plodder. cf. Austr . 

battler : also in the political sense; see quot. 

Those arguing against the Act were " sukkelaars, 11 and formed a 
11 rems choen. 11 He asked them to co- operate in making the Act a 
success. E . Province Herald 27. 10 . 191 1 

[ Afk. fr . Du. sukkelen = to live poorly, plod, drudge: sukkelaar = a 

poor fellow, a drudge) 

suliman [ ' s~ll'tnan, ,man] n . p l. -s, ama-] 

[A.E.] esp. in Natal. 19. A Muslim, usu. an I ndian. [ft. M u slim, 

I s l am] 

~'( sui.ke1·voel [ ' soe<fka ( r),_ftra l] n . pl. - s 

3. See sugar bird 3. 
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sunbird, n. pl. - s 

3. Any of numerous N e c t a rj niida.e: also known as s uikerbekkie (qv) 3, 

including the Malachite............._. or ( l) Jan groentjie (qv) 3 and other 

brilliant colourec.l species which live on the nectar of flowers: see quat. 

at sakabula 31 and white eye 3. 

Sunbird: Small birds belonging to the f amily Nectarini dae, 
easily r ecognised by the long slender bill with whi ch they sip the nectar 
of flowers. l\1any f:pecies occur i n South Africa. The males are very 
bea utiful, wi t h briJliant green, scar let, yellow, and blue tints l i ke the 
humming- birds of South America. F .C . Slater Cent(mary Book of 
South African Verse 1925 , re-issued 1946. 

_sundowner, n, pl. - s and n. mod.ifi er 

8 . A drink at the end of a day's work; in combination -....., party, 

pre-di'nner drink party, ' cocktail' party: not equiv. of A u str . sundowner, 
oJt- '> IJ.-'1.,.::,: ;,; l 

a sw.agman arriving -i-n - the eveni-ng.., 

... it was a usual place for them to gath er a t t h at hour, where 
over t heir sun-downers they compared t heir "finds" of the day. 
Klein Stage Coach Dust 1937 

.. . bearing in m i nd some rather tart remarks made at l ast 
night's sundowner party, he made the forthrig ht s t atement: 
Cape Argus 24. 2 . 73 

[ fr. t i me of drinking] 

suring ~ syr"Et)] n. and n. suff. 

28. General name appli e d to numerous species of Oxalis and Rum ex 

that have a sour sap: usu. prefixed by a colour e. g . geel,......_ (yellow), 

rooi -...... (red) or the name of an animal e . g . haas'"""'- (hare), 

bok ~ (buck) etc . [ Afk. fr . Du. zuring = sorrel] 

suster ~soesta (r)] n. pl. - s 

4a, 19. A member of a prayer circle or other women' s group of the 

Dutch Reformed Church (qv) 4a. 

[ Afk . fr. Du. zuster cogn. sister] 

suur- [ sy:r] adj . prefx 

( 1) 29adj. Sour*' :prefixed to numerous items sign . acid in some form 

e. g . ,...._,veld (qv) 11, ~ anys (qv) 28, "'-deeg ( qv) 7, ~ pap 7 

see sour porridge 7, ,___, vy 14 see sour fig 14. 

(2 ) 27i. Found inS. Afr . place names Suurbron, Suurbraak, Suuranys 

( qv). 

( 3 ) prefixed to numerous plant names usu. sign. acidity of the sap, a nd 

in the n ames of certain grasses sign . unpalatable, as opposite of soet = 
sweet e. g. , ~ gras cf. soetgras, num erous grass species, see 
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(qv) 32, ll 

-..-.veld 11; -,~<:c-. rree see karre e 32, ................. spekboom ~ Portulac-

2:.!_ia afra; --._.. klawer 28, Oxalis see - s u ::ing; -~""- turksvy (qv) 14. 

Opuntia opuntin._ (prickly pea_:r·), see turksvy 11 etc. 

suur_2.nys [ 1 sy:ra,ne1.s] 11 . 

28. Also ~wortel Annesorrhiza hirsuta, the roots of which are 

anise-flavoured and were fo r merly used with t he vinkelbol Chamarea 
capensis , / see also vinkel 28~ by Hottentots and travellers alike, 
roasted or stewed, as a vegetable . ' 

[fr. Afk. ~ cogn. sour + anys f r. Du. anijs cogn. anise] 

suurdeeg e sy: r\d:I.ax] .!!· 

7 . [ Freq. used as equiv. of 'yeast' of various types] 

(1) Leaven consisting of a piece of dough retained from the previous 

b aking : cf. Canad. sourdough, salt- rising . 

(2) H ome made leaven made by souring flour and water by fermentation. 

{3) Commercially prepared' r-/ t occ. obtainabl e . Used in the 

country but now usu. supplanted by granular or compressed yeast. 

Both V etkoek and Roosterkoek were made either with unleavened 
dough or with a dough leavened with suurdeeg. Hilda Gerber Cape 
Cookery 1950 

[ Afk. fr . Du. zuurd eeg = l eaven, lit. 1 sour d ough'] 

suurpa p [ 1 sy:r1pap] n . 

7 . See sour porridge 7. 

He could not swear that the beer produced w as m.ade of kaffir 
corn and m eali es . He knew that it was kaffir beer f rom expe rience 
and the smell. Witness h a d no experience of 11 Zuurpap11 • E . Provin ce 
Herald 27 . 8 . 19 25 

[ Afk. fr . Du. ~ cogn. sour+~= porridge] 

suurveld [ 1 sy:r,felt] n . 

( 1) 27a. n. prop. The name of the area now called Albany. 

The south-west ern division which has been d esignat ed 11A1bany 
proper11 i s exclusivel y that portion f ormerly called the Zuurveldt, which 
sufficiently indicates its character and is a d escription of pasturage 
against which old colonists are s trongl y prejudiced. _S . Afr . Almanac 
and Directory for 1831 (Greig) 

(2 ) .!!· (2)_veld of the type designated~: grazing u su. found i n a 

high rai nfall area, see sour veld, sourgras s 11. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. Zuurveld] 

suurvy [' sy:r,fe't] .!!· 

14 . Species of Carpobrotus, see sour fig 14, Hottentot fig 14, 

ghokum 14. [ Afk. fr. Du. ~ cogn . sour + vijg cogn. fig] 

swaer [swG a ( r )] n. pl. - s 

( 1) 19 . Brother-in-law . 

. . . I w ent with Jan and his swaer (brother-in- l aw) to the top of 
the hill . . \ G . A. Farini Through the Kalahari Desert 1886 
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. .. David, dearly loved son and swaer - s o brave and 
courageous, missed and d eeply mourned. E . Pr ovL'lce Herald 
20 . 12. 73 

{ 2) Call. l. Freq. in comb. ou ,...._, : mode of a ddr es,:; u su. between 

men equiv. of 'old c h ap. ' 

Listen F- swaer, I promise you, ou s waer, my veld's so 
sour that when the t~>rtoises eat it their eyes water . E. Cape Farmer 
1971 

[ Afk. fr . Du. zwa~er = brother- i n-law] 

swak [ swak] adj. 

Col!. 29adj. , 16 , 10. Weak. feeble. 

How are you? Still fe .eling a bit swak- i sh? Doctor, 
Grahamstown 1970 

[ Afk. fr . Du. zwak = weak, feeble, pliant] 

Swakara [ ' swa1kara] n. prop. and n. modifier 

30, 5. Trade name for Persian lamb {karakul) p reduced inS. W.A: 

as modifier .--" pelts, .,....._...coat etc. 

So 1970 will see a great deal of karakul or 
South West African product is more often called. 
the best seller. News/Check 15 . 5 . 70 

[ acronym South West African Karakul] 

swaelstert [ 1 s wo.a l, stert, - stcat] .!!· 

s wakara as the 
But mink is still 

11. See swallow ear 11. [Afk. fr . Du. zwa lu w cogn. swallow + 
staart = tail] 

swallow ear, n. 

11. An identification mark cli pped i n the ear of a domes tic animal: 

a l so swaelstert 11: see quot. at skey ear 1 1. [trans . Afk. swaelstert 

oor: see swaelstert] 

swart- [swart, ( swo..:t)] adj. prefx 

{ 1) 29adj. Black: prefixed to numerous items sign. usu. black or dark 

colouring e. g . Swartl and (qv) 27, ,....._..,. gevaar (qv) 4b, ,.-..._/ witpens 

(qv) 6 etc .. 

{2) 28. Prefixed to numerous plant species : e. g . ,......_......aasblom, 

Stapelia gemmiflora 13, see aasblom; ,..--/ haak (q v) 32; ~ daring 

(qv ) 32; _,..-.-/bout 18, 32, see blackwood 32, 18; 

Ocotaea bullata, see stinkwood 32, 18 etc. 

.,--- stinkhout 32, 18 

( 3) Found inS. Afr. place names e . g . Swartland (qv) 27, Swartkrans (qv) 

34, :?.3, Swartberg, Swartkops etc . 

[ Afk. fr . Du. zwart = black cogn. swarthy] 
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.. swartdoring ['swart,dvar:£~ n. pl. -s 

32. Acacia karrc'?.1 also called soetdoring, sweet thorn 32: a thorny 

_tree with fragrant yellow flowers. It yields gum and is used medicinally 

· in the form of a decoction made from the barl<. 

s~_artdoring ..• is the 11 Doringboom 11
, 

111vfimo sa" or "Mimosa 
nilotica11 -~ of the early colonists travellers and writers. C. A. Smith 
Common Names of f3. Afr . Plants 1966 "~Acacia horrida 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~! = black + doorn cogn. thorn] 

swartgevaar ['swart1x a 1fo..:r] n. and n. modifier 

4b . Lit. 1Black peril, 1 us ed by politicians in reference to the 

possibility of being swamped by the black majority. cf. Brith. and U.S. 

yellow peril; also derivatively rooigevaar (communism), khakigevaar 

see khaki 19, 4b,l1oomsegevaar (qv) 4b and swal:A:ha-akgevaar (quot . at 

swarthaak(doring) 32.) : as modifier 1""'-" electio!!_z ,-.......'tactics . 

. . . these rigbts were scrapped by white South Africa in the 
light of what they call 'the black peril ' or 'swart gevaar' or simply 
their fear of being swamped by hordes of blacks . Daily Dispatch 
l. 3. 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. zwart = black + _gevaar = danger] 

swarthaak(doring) [ 1 swu.(r )t, ho..k(d,sa:rl~)] ·n. pl. - s 

32. Acacia mellifera (detinens), a tree with paired, hooked thorns 

which yields very hard red timber, resistant to water and fire : it is 

troublesome in some areas to farmers; see quat. 

The greatest threat is the Swarthaak thorn bush, commonly known 
as the Swarthaak gevaar. The Swarthaak is a sort of galloping 
consumption of the veld. It spreads so quickly the local goats have to 
watch it in case it creeps up behind them and strangles them . .. 
E . Province Herald 2 7 . 8. 7 _3 

[ Afk. fr . Du. zwart = black + haak cogn. hook] 

swarthout [ 1 swarth<Nt] n. 
I 

( l) Afk. for blackwood (qv) 

( 2) Rothmannia capensis, 

32, Acacia mela noxylo n 32, 18. 

also called duine r--1 . 

( 3 ) Maytenus pedunculari s , a tall forest tree yielding hard tough timber 

of which the heartwood of older trees is nearly black. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. zwart = black + hout = wood, timber] 

Swartkrans/z (ape) man, [ ' swa(r)t,kro..ns] n. prop. 

34, 23. Paranthropus or Aus tralopithccus crasside n s ; skulls, teeth 

and oth e r remains of which were found at Swartk rans near Johannesburg, 

comparable with Java man in brain capacity and man- like jaw formation. 

c£. Kromdraa i (ape) m a n 34, 23; see also Bo sko~ '(l'\3.n 34, 23. 

[ fr. place name Swartkrans ] 
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Swartland [' swart, la:~.tt] n. prol?_. 

27. The wheat-growi:;:.g area of the Cape Provine e is so called from 

the dark appearance of the { l )Veld there: see quot. 

Several ro ads converge within sight of my stoep, and I can see 
one by- way that lead~:; into the heart of the Swartla nd ... it was not the 
soil that gave the district its name, as some have said. I t was the dark, 
notorious and aggressive shrub, the renosterbos.. Lawrence Green 
L and of Afternoon 1949 

[ Afk. fr. Du. zwart = black + l and = country] 
•, 

swartwitpens [ swart
1
v.£.t1pe:ns] 

I 
n. pl. f/J 

6. The sable antelope, als.o known as the Harris buck~ 

The name refers to the black and white markings on the u n der 
part of the animal, lit. ''black and white belly". Pettman 
Africanderism s 1913 

[ A:fk. fr. Du. zwart = black + wit= white + pens = belly cogn. paunch] 

Swaz i ['swctzn n. proE. pl. - s 

23. A member of the Bantu race of Swaziland or the language spoken 

there, allied to both Zulu and Xhosa with which it forms the Nguni 

{Ngoni) group of languages. 

I am a Swazi ag ed 16. I would like to meet a girl .. . 
22 . 1. 73 

Drum 

ZULUS RAIDED BY ARMED SWAZIS A large Swazi impi, 
arm e d with guns and assegais, crossed the Swaziland border into 
Zululand and opened fire on the Zulus in the Ingwa--vurna district on 
Monday, a witness claimed yesterday. E . Province Herald 4 . 10. 74 

[ n . prop.] 

Swazi print. n. proR· 

5 . Colourful African cotton print material. 

- 1 s top and skirt a re made up of Swazi print - a new material 
designed in Swaziland and doing nicely in the colour fashion stakes ... 
Drum Mar. 197 1 

[ see quot.] 

sweat- leaf, n . 

16, 28 . Also sweetkrui e {sweat h erbs) : Ce ntella glabrata, used to 

produce perspiration. 

But it might be the will of the Lord that a pack of dried ' sweat­
leaf ' sprinkled with brandy might yet save her. Yes, she would give the 
child a pack - spread the l eaves out on a blanket, sprinkle them with 
'dop' a nd wrap t he child tightly into this pack to sweat. Pauline Smith 
The Beadle 1926 19 29 edit. 

[ fr . /l..fk. fr . Du. zweet = sweat + kruie = h erbs] 

swe~p [ swx.,a p] n. pl. - s 

31, 26, 11. Whip: a lso r-/ stock found in form ·'whipstick. 1• 

He used a sweep to chase the cows. Schoolgirl Grah amstown 1970 

[ Afk. f r . Du. zweep = whip] 
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swe et, adj. 

Substand. 10, 29adj. Well beha ved, good: usu. of a child. 

I'll be a sweet ·"Joy fo r a change and cop y :.) ut the words fo r you. 
Schoolboy 16 ex Addo 1973 

[ mistr a ns. A fk. ~t_ fr. Du. zo e t = good, well behaved, opposite of 

stout = naughty, bold] 

sweet cane/reed, n. 

28, ·14. Sorg hum saccha ratun""l, S. do chna: 

so e triet 14. 

see imfe 2, . 14, also 
' 

Before we left one .of the men, said he should like to give me 
some sweet cane, to chew, . . . Shaw Dia ry 26. 2. 1828 
[ prob. trans. Afk. soetri~ 

sweet hea rts , .E.!:...!!: 
28. The hooked seeds of Bid e ns pilosa: see ( 1)b lackjack 28. 

Sweethearts .... The verna cula r name is more properly applied 
to ·the fruit s , a poetic conceit, probably in allusion to the clinging of 
thes e to the clothing etc. C. A. Sm ith Common Names of S. Afr . Plc>.nts 
1966 

[ see quot.] 

sweetkruie [sw.:tat,kroe'ta] .£.!..:.E.: 
16. See sweat-leaf 16. 

sweet g ra. s s, n. pl. - es 

28, 11. Numerous species of pala table pasture grasses are so des c ribed: 

see also~ 29adj. 11. 

There are 6 Veld Camps ( sweetgrass), and the 11 Land Camps 
tota l about 16 0 morge n. Farmer ' s Weekly 3. 1. 68 

[trans. Afk. soetgras (qv)] 

sweetveld, n. pl. - s 

11. A ( 2)ve1d type in which sweetgrass es predominate. cf. sourveld, 

suurveld 11. 

The typ es of g r ass found in the sweetveld maintain their feed 
value after maturi ty and t o a large extent even after they h ave been 
frosted. Handbook fo r Farmers in S .A. 1937 

[ prob. trns . Afk . soetveld] 

sysie [ 1 se:tsl'] n. pl. - s 

3. Any of numerous speci es of Fring_illidae ( s i skin or canary) usu. in 

combination berg(mountain) ,.._...,., ; dikbek ~""'--/ see (3)dikbek; ~ 

(yellow)/""-./; s t reepkop (s tripy -head e d) ,.--' e tc. 

They had left Stellenbosch a t an hour wh en e v e.n the sparrows and 
s esij es w ere s till sleeping, l ong before the false dawn h a d whitened the 
e a s t e rn sky. F a ir bridge T h a t Wh ich Hath Been 191 3 

[ Afk. fr. Du. sij sje = a linnet cogn. s i skin ] 
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T 

taai [ ta"I.] adj_. 

(l) Coll. 10, 29adj. Tough, resilient, also difficult to ~emove, of 

a tyre etc .. 

That lady is a ;:aai old political campaigner. Schoolgirl 
Grahamstown 1970 

(2)' Prefx to numerous plant names: ,.......___ boom 32 Rhus pyroides; 

...-....... bos (qv) 32; ...__..bosdoring 32 Rhus spinescens; ,......._ doring 32 

,.. __ gras 28 Eragrostis gummiflua; ,......._, heide/ 

several species of Erica with sticky flowers; 

Acacia rtebrownii~ 

heath 28, 13, any of 

-........ pit (qv) 14. 

[ Afk. fr . Du. taai = tough, tenacious] 

taaibos .[ 'ta"t., bos] .!!· pl. - se 

32, _ 28. Several species with tough bark esp. Passerine filiformis, 

but mainly applied to numerous species of Rhus on account of their 

flexible and resilient branches, formerly used by Bushmen and Hottentots 

for making bows and kieries (qv} 20; · also for tanning, see quot. : 

also 27c in place name Taa iboschkraal. 

One of the Cape sumach (Taaybosc h) has been recommended for 
culture; where this is done the branches should be cut down a·nnually . . . 
consequently contain a greater proportion of tannin. S . Afr. Almanac 
and Directory for 1831 (Greig) 

[ Afk. fr. Du. t a ai = tough, resilient + bos cogn. bush] 

taaipit [ 'tai., p~t] .!.!· pl. - s and n. modifier 

14. Clingstone peach varieties are so named; as modifier ~ peache s . 

. . . making peach jam, & canning . .. a big box of 'taaipits' . .. 
so I've been peeling & boiling & cutting . . . Port Elizabeth Informant 
Letter 17. 2 . 64 

[ Afk. taaipit = clingstone fr. taai = tough +_pi!_= stone, pip] 

taal [to..: I] n . and n. prop. 

23. Language: usu. in the form the Taal sign . Afrikaans (qv ) 23; 

see quot. at Dutch 23 1 ~ ~\~D..l2."-""e.~\""-~ 34 , 4-b·t.S<6S" • 
TAAL vs DUTCH At the same time he (Mr Justice --) 

diagreed with the present movement for the study of the Taal in 
preference to the Dutch l anguag e proper with its fine literature. 
E. Province H erald 9. 12. 1911 

Coil. praat ti!e.[die r-' : to speak Afrikaans, to be bilingual (qv), 23. 

It appears t o be shameful and unpatriotic if the Engelse cannot 
"praat die taa l." Sunday Times 25. 2. 73 

In combination r-- b_eweging (qv) 34, ......__,bond (qv) 34, ,...__ toets (qv) 
4b, 34. " r-/ fe es (qv) 34, 4b, "r--../ stryd (qv) 

y: ~ 'f -sq..; 34, 4 b . 
[ Afk. fr. Du. taal = language, tongue , speech] 
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Taalbond [ 'to...:l, b~n(l n. prop. 

34. Abbr. of the Suj.d Afrikaanse..,..__, , a soch)ty formed in 1890 to 

strengthen and encourage the use of Dutch, later of Afrikaans: it 

offers national examinations in Afk. known as the Higher ~. 

Lower........_ and Voo J~ber eidende (Preparatory) ~ .· 

. In October 1890 the Taalbond was inaugurated, to propagate the 
Dutch language and c-ulture in schools. Davenport The Afrikaner 
Bond 1966 

[abbr. Suid Afrikaanse Taalbond (Language League) eksamen(s) = 

examination( s)] 

Taalbew.eging ['ta;lba,v:xax".£9] n.prop. pl. -s 

34, 4b. Either of two language movements first! y to recognise 

Afrikaans as a written language ( 1875- 1900 ) and later to have Afrikaans 

mp.de an official language of S. A. (1905-1925). [ Afk. fr . Du. 

taal =language+ beweging =movement]~ ~\.~od..~o.. \' .~ 8"<::.­

taalfees and taalstryd See addenda p585 • 

taal-toets [ tu:l, tuts] !!· 

Call 4b, 34. Test of proficiency in both officia 1 languages, obligatory 

for all hotel employees in S . A • 

. . . recently became the first hotel employee in Knysna to 
pass her "taal toets". Now she has a certificate to prove that she can 
s~y "boerewors" in both official languages. Het Su id Western 14. 12. 72 

[Afk. fr: Du. taal = language + toets ::; test] 

t able butter, n. 

7. See butter 7. 

Tablecloth, the n . prop. 

33. The cloud which covers the top and sides of Table Mountain at 

Cape Town, a phenomenon remarked upon by travellers from the 

earliest times. 

But there is a remarkable d.rcumsta n ee connected with the south­
east wind at Cape Town, viz. the dense mantle of vapour which res ts 
upon Table Mountain, and rushes over its precipitous sides like a 
cataract of foam or vapour . This peculiar appearance i s called by the 
inhabitants the Table- cloth . . . By the evening, a bout nine, the table­
cloth is gone, and with it the wind, and a beautiful, calm and seren e 
night ensues . Webster Voyage I 1834 

In combination ,......._, southeaster . 

Southeasters ... are of three kinds ( 1) Table- cloth South easters 
( 2) Blind south- easter s ( 3) Black s outh- easter s. Addresses British 
and S. Air. Association 1905 cit. Pettman 
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ta cki es [ 'te>eld.'z] ~-~~· 

5. Rubber- soled, laced canvas s hoe s usu. white occ. black: tennis 

shoes, also occ. used of track s hoes ; see q uot. at slip slops 5. d. 

U.S. sneakers, Brit. plimsolls , Austr. sandshoes. 

We all h ave to wear blu e pleeted [ sic] skirts and blouses and 
white tackies o n the feet and drill with wood dumb bells and broom sticks 
I~is V aughan Diary circa 1902 

Fig ur. motor t yres as in 'my wretched car needs new tackies again' 

hence combination fat ,........_, 31, radial ply tyres . 

. . . Super Premium radial is the safest tyre ... ever built. 
Squat and square, it hangs onto co rner s . And sticks in the wet like a 
big fat sti cky tacky! Daily Dispatch 3. 10. 72 

In combination _..._lips (qv) 16; t ough -- 10 inte rj. Hard luck! 

d . Austr . hard kack 

[unknown; poss. fr . . sticky qua lity of rubber soles] 

tackie-lips, ~ 

Coll. 16, 10 . A large, slack or protruding mouth (not a pout; see 

dikbek, langbek 16, 10) . 

You know Ma - has such tacki e lips he can't keep h is mouth 
closed shut. Child 14, 1974 

[unknown; poss. sign. rubbery from tackies 5] 

t af e l [ ' to..fal] n . pr efx 

27e. Table ( s i gn. flat topped) : fou nd inS. Air. place names as trans. 

table e. g. Tafelberg ( Tabl e Mountain), T afel baai (Tab l e Bay}: see 

Kipling quot, at kop~e..,. 22. [ Afk. fr. Du. cogn. table] 

t agati [ ta' gat'!] n . usu . modifier 

2, 29adj . Loosely u sed in SAE sign. bewitched, of person or thing (not 

by African speakers ) . 

. . • and then turning to me with his usual posi tiveness, " Rooiland 
is mad. Umtagati! Bewitched! '

1 
Fitzpatrick J ock of the Bushveld 1907 

1909 edit. 

h e had never seen a bottle b ehind the books, and would not 
have dared to open if if he did, in case it might be "tagati" which is what 
y-ou p e ople call "bewitche d". Pran ce Tante Reb ella' s Saga 19 37 

[ Ngu. umthagathi = wizard fr . ukutha.gat o = to wor k magic, bewitch] 

tail tru cl<:, n. p l. - s 

11. See fa t t a iled sheep 11 and quot. 

t ailings, nl. n . 
P, \ sc:, (>\( ~ t 

3 0. f\ The ·resiaue or l eaving s of c rushed ore from which gold has been 

removed, sometimes a profitable source of furth e r gold: also U .S . 

a conside rable quantity of pyrites with the gold, which 
prevented the amal gamation process to such an extent that stuff which 
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by assay gave twenty dwts . of gold to the ton of re(!:: left only five 
dwts . on the plates, the rest passing away with the tailings. 
Raymond B. I. Ba1.:nato A Memoir 1897 

The n ew McArthur-Forrest method of extractini~ almost all t h e 
residue of gold from the "Tailings" (sand or s lime) by dissolving it in 
cyanide solutions was not developed sufficiently for general use until 
the 'nineties'. . .. Cambridge History of the British Empire Vol. VIII lf~Co 

[ presum. equiv. of remains, remnant s] 

Remove or one' 

Indian teach 

fr. re) uittrek = 

takes me up to ... , vb phr. 

Coll. 10, 29vb. Equiv. of (it) reaches my (neck, shoulder, waist) 

e. g. 1 The water takes me up to my neck. 1 

take me up to here transl of a Ba. expression used to indi cate 
how tall a person is, the hand held close to the body; the hand is usu. 
cupped, palm upwards , as superstition holds that a child will cease to 
grow if the palm is turned down. Beeton English Usage inS. A . Vol. 3 
No . 1 June 1972 

* * Heavens, she's so tall her pundus take' me up to my chest. 
buttocks. English speaking Student ex N. E. Cape 9. 7. 74 

[ poss. fr. Zu. ifika lapa ngi mi = reaches her e against me] 

takhaar [ 'tak, (h) a.: (r)] E:· pl. - s, - e 

19, 16. A crude rustic usu . with connotations of uncouth manner and 

a mess ( cf. strandloper figur. ). 

You look a proper takhaar - didn't you bring a comb in your 
luggage? Mother 40, May 1971 

[ Afk. tak = branch + haar cogn. h a ir] 

takkies [ taki's, - z] pl. n. 

18. Dry sticks and twigs: brushwood for kindling; cf. Jam. E . brus h­

brus h. 

Haven't we g ot some takkies to get tlus fire going? Informant 
George 16. 5 . 71 

[ Afk. fr. Du. talc = branch + dimin. suff. - (k )ie + p 1. - s] 

[, t ald ' fija, 

n 
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tarnaai [,ta'rna:x;J adj . 

Coll. 10, 29adj . Huge, vast, as in 'We found a r-..J dagga bush growing 

in the veld. 1 (Graham stown info r mant 1970). [ Af::e. tarnaai = very 

large fr. Malay Port. tarn.aju fr . Port. tarnanho, Lat. tarn 1nagnum ::: so 

big] 

Tarnbookie Ltaem 'bukl', 
1
;';arn-] n.prop. pl. -s 

23. Hi st. name for thE: Ternbu tribe, Ama Ternbu, originally one 

of the three divisions of the Kaffir (Hist.) nation: see qu ot. at ( l)Kaffir: 

Obs. except as prefx in plant names ,......._ gras (qv) 28; ~ dorino 32 

see wag 'n biet jie 32; ~ twak (tobacco) 2 8, 8 Peucedanum caffrum 

etc. 

. .. it may be considered as sufficiently established, that the · 

tribes commonly called Caffers, or Koosas (Arnako sae), the 

Tarnbookies (Amatymbae} Thompson Travels in S. A . I 1827 

[ n. prop. of tribe] 

tambookie/boekie gras(s) [ , taem'buk'l, ,ta~buluj n. 

28. Also tambuki- , and erron. tamboti: any of several species of 

Cyrr:bopo gon, Hyparrhenia, Miscanthidium, tall grasses used in 

that d . ·.ng African huts where available . 

. . . a small company of troopers could be seen m o ving cautiously 
and watchfully through the tall tam bookie grass and the tangled, 
matted vegetation of those marshlands. MacDonald Romance of the 
Golden Hand 1933 

[ fr . name of t ribe or area] 

Tambuti boom/wood [,tam ' butl', ,torn-} ..!!· 

l8.~·re cerrectly tornboti boom /wood (qv) 18: dJ..~o ¥ · ~\~_o~\:..-..\,_.o~· 
TAMB UTI WOOD. - F urniture of high quality ... is being 

produced from the best-known, renowned indigenous Tambuti Wood. 
Farmer ' s Weekly Advt. 21. 4 . 72 

· Two Tambotie Arm Chairs; One Yellow, and Stinkwoo~ed." 
Ft• Province Herald Advt. 1. 6. 73 

[form of tomboti( e )] 

t ammeletjie [.tama'lekl', -ciJ n . pl. -s 

(1) 7. Taffy or 1 sti ck jaw': a hard toffee: sometimes with pine nuts 

added. 

A reference to dennebol pips brought back memories of the 
w alks .. . to R aapenberg where we searche d among the pine needles 
for pips and collected cones . The highlight of our excursions was the 
t arnel etjie s , a delicious sweet made with butter, brown s u gar, syrup, 
vinegar and water, and the addition of the pips, which my elder s ister 
made for u s . Cape Times 12 . 1. 74 

( 2) 7. O cc. u sed for a slab or roll of sugared, dried fruit .............., ro l/ 

roll: see perskesmeer 7. 

[ Afk. fr . Du. tabletj e = tablet, poss . pastille] 



486 

tampan [ 1 tamiPan] n. pl. - s 

21. Any of various ti cks of the A;-gasidae esp. tJ:: .• ~ fowl or c hicken 

tick which has a painful or irritating bite . 

. . . all had to get out and the driver said 11 
••• Baas dit is maar 

tampans. 11 They were not proper bugs . . . They c nly ate on fowl s ... 
even this did not please .IV.om and Pop. . . . the buzz had been kept beside 
a fowl hock . . . and the fowls used to often sleep 1 n the buzz and l eft 
the bugs behind. Iris Vau.ghan Diary ci rca 1902 

[ p r ob. fr . Tswana tampa:ne] 

[[ tang a e t aenga ' ' ta-] n. pl. - s 

5 . An abbr e viated 1 string' bikini: d . tjanga-la ppie 5, 2: a loin cloth: 

see at~. 

1POLITE PROTEST' AGAINST TANGA. A plea not to a llow the 
wearing of string bikinis was presented to the Mayor of Port Elizabeth 
. . . yesterday by a delegation of 15 schoolchildren of the Christelike 
Studente Vereniging. E . Province Herald 23. 11. 74 

.. . the tanga which came on the South African market in October . 
It is said to have been devised from the Indian loin- cloth. Cape Times 
1 3. 1.75 

[ unknown poss . fr. tjanga] ]] 

tanni e ~ taruj n . pl. - s 

( l } l. Auntie: used as friendly but respectful mode of address by 

children or young people to older women, whether they are related to 

them or not: see also tante and auntie 1, 19. 

I am finding that most Afrikaans children call one 11Aunty11
, or 

11 Tannie11 , and are most charmingly co-operative. Vaughan Last of the 
Sunlit Years 1969 

( 2) 19. Somewhat deprecatory usage for often simple, strait-laced or 

narrow- minded small town women . 

. . . a fine performance as the strong- charactered Hanna Verster, 
essence of every stiff- backed, gloved and hatted tannie w ho ever sat 
in judgement, Grocott' s Mail 15. 9. 72 

In combination: ticket ,........_, 31, 19, a meter maid. 

If our traffic cops would do m ore about controlling the traffic and 
less patrolling for expired parking meters like so many ticket- tannies 
w e 'd be better off. Grahamstown Motorist 1970 

[Cell. form of Afk. t ante (qv} = aunt] 

tante [ 'tanta] n. pl. - s 

1 , 19. Aunt: u su. a formal and respectful mode of address or reference 

with or without an appended Christian name, to older women by 

children or young peopl e : someti mes shortened before a following 

vowel as in Tant1 Elisabeth: see quat. at neef and ( 1)oubaas 1, 19. 

The words "tante 11
, meaning "aunt", and 11 oom" meaning "uncle", 

are still used by the young Dutch as a mark of respect when addressing 
their elders . ... To the whol e countryside she was known as " 'Jante Let. n 

No one would ever have dreamed of calling her "Mrs. Uijs, 11 and had 
anybody done s o , she would have put him down as "uppish, 11 • •• 

Brinkman Breath of the Karroo 191 5 

[ Afk. fr. Du. t ante = aunt cogn. Fr. tante] 
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tarentaal [,taran'ta.:l .!!· p l. - s 

3. A guinea fowl: a ny of several species of . Nmpida{ of, the Phasianidae . 

. . . the dogs drew on some game . .. and soon spring t en guinea 
fowl, exactly like those now bred in Europe, called here, by the 
Hottentots t ar entails. Philipps Occurrences in Albanv and Caffer.., land 
182 7 

[ Afk. fr. Lat. Ter:o;a Natal] 

tas s elfish, n. pl. '/J 

12. See baardman 12. 

At Lumley reef on Sunday a fternoon he speared a ... yellow tail 
kingfish and ? kg. tasselfish. Daily News 14 . 5. 70 

[ presum. fr . p endant barbels at mouth] 

tata [ 'tata] n . 

1, 19, 2 . A father: a mode usu. of address, also reference, by 

Africans to an older African man, also by c~ldren to their fathers: 

see fathe r, small, big 1, 19, 2J.brd but.i, o.-~isi,.~ama is used in the 

same way to older African women. cf. Jam. E . t aat a, tata, father and 

[ Ngu. utata = father: poss. fr. Du. tate] 
-- grandfather 

t ea, n. 

30. See t earoom 30, tea- water 7 and tee- 7, 16 ; also bush -- 7, 

rooibos - 7 . 

tearoom, .!!· p l. - s 

30. A cafe or cafe section in a Greek s h op (qv) 30 or other store 

whi c h a lso sells groceri es, cigarettes, confectionery etc . : a ,........,__ 

may freq . be found to be without any facilities for serving refreshments . 

It's a nice place for a short visit, they' ve got ablution, blocks 
now , and lots of taps and bins and braai places scattered about, plus a 

t earoom for stores. Port E lizabeth informant Letter 9 . 10. 63 

In combination ,.-....._ keeper's licence 30, 4b empowers the licensee, 

unlike the holder of a general dealer ' s licence, to rernain open for the 

sale of perishables, cigarettes and sweets on Sundays, holidays and in 

the evenings though no groceries may be sold after 6 p . m. : not equiv. 

of a restaurant keeper ' s licence. 

t ears , qu een' s , n . 
[A. E. ] 2, 8 . See queen ' s t ears [A.E . ] 2, 8 . 

tea -water, n . 

Obs. 7. An infus ion of tea as opposed to tea in l eaf form : see also 

treksel 7: found in Afk. form in place name Theewaterskloof 27e. 

I learned that he was a man of s ing ularly abstemiou s habits , 
seldom or neve r being i nduced to take anything but t ea-wate r. P hilipps 
O ccurrences in Albanv a nd Cafier-land 1827 
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... sits the mistress of the house, with a tea-urn and chafing­
dish before her, dealir:.g out every now and then te a.-water, or coffee, 
and elevating h..:!r sharp shrill voice occasionally t •J keep the dilatory 
slaves and Hottentots at their duty. Thompson ~~ravels in S. A . I 1827 

In combination ........_ konfyt 7, preserves served with tea: see quot. at 

konfyt 7. 

[ prob. trans. Afk. teewater, the beverage itself] 

tecoma [ ta 1kaUma] n. a.n j n. modifier 

32. Tecomaria capensis, also Cape honeysuckle (qv) 32 and Kaffir 

honeysuckle usu. in combination ~ hedge 18. [ fr. botanical name] 

-tee [ ti:,- t:Ia] n. suff. 

16, 7. An infusion or decoction of some l eaf, bark, root, flower or 

other herb: usu. taken for medicinal purposes: see also treksel 7, 16, 

-water 16. 

tee. The young l eaves and flowering tops of many herbs and 
shrubs are used for making a tea . . . The vernacular name is often 
generally employed to any infusion which is used medicinally, but 
most plants used as the source of a "tee" bear special names and 
several of the non-medicinal kinds e. g . bossietee and rooibostet;_! have 
been exploited commercially. C.A. Smith Common Names of S . Afr. 
Plants 1966 

[ see quot. ] 

teff (grass) [ tef] n. 

11, 28. Eragrostis te,f (E. abyssinical, a quick growing grass excellent 

for hay, a native of N . Africa naturalised in parts of the Transvaal 

highveld: also in combination ,...._ {grass)hay ll. 

Best quality racehorse quality teff, up to Rl, 20; first grade teff 
R1, 10; medium teff 80c; and inferior teff, 60c, sweet grass and 
eragrostis are both fetching up to SOc and veld grass up to 40c. 
Farmer's Weekly 12. 5. 71 

[ fr. botanical name] 

(e ) Thekwini. [e,tek1wini'] n . prop. 

Coll. 2, 27. Durban. cf. eGoli 2, 27. 

harbour, enclosed bay] 

vb phr. 

[locative form of itheku = 

t elling you, I'm, 

Coli. 10, 29vb. Used for emphasis to increase the impact of the 

statement rna de or the event related, e. g . 'He drives like hell, I'm 

telling you! 1 

... the smoke and boerewors fumes of 500 campfires. It works 
on yore nerves , I'm telling you. Not to mention bringing on Ouma' s 
a sthma . .. Darling 12. 2 . 75 

[trans. Afk. ek se vir jou] 
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Tembu, [ 'temb~) n.:...E!.2.E· pl. - s, am a -

23. An African trib e related to the Xhosa and Pondo people, also 

a member of this tribe; formerly known as Tambookie (qv) 23 or 

Tambuki and Ama T!~ymba.: see quot. at ( l)Ka ffir. 

The eastern ranges are called on the maps, "Fooboo' s 
mountains", frorn f:te name of a Tembu chief who still resides amongst 
them. Dugmore D)~ 1846-7 edit. McLean .1866 

[ n. prop. name of Feople] 

-tent-, n. pl. - s 

31. U su. suffix. as in wagon-.._,; sign. the tilt of a covered waggon 

or prefx as in I""'.J cart. 

Country people can be supplied with ... 3--inch Canvas for 
wagontents and Horse- cribs ... Chain Trektouws etc. C. of G. H. 
Almanac for 1845 

It's a nice kind of wagon. It had 4 horses to pull us all. It 
has had lots of bugs. When it got hot the bugs ran out the tent. 
Charles and I saw them first sitting in the back seat. Iris Vaughan 
Diary circa 1902 

[ Afk. tent = hood of a vehicle, tilt] 

~ [terx] vb 

27£. Tease. cf. Twist (qv) 27f: found in place name Tergniet. 
[ Afk. fr. Du. t e rgen = to tease] 

Territorial Authority, n . prop. and n. modifier, pl. -ies 

4b. The Legislative body of an African Homeland (qv) 4b: see quot. 

also 

... the 
uthority, 

biscussing the clause of the Bill which provides for the grantin g 
of advancement of the political status of a Territorial Authority to that 
of a full Legislative Assembly, Mr.- said it co u l d be done without 
consulting Parliament . . . any P roclamation issued by the State 
President in thi s regard would be laid on the Table of the House only 
after the d eed was done. Grocott' s Mail 16. 2. 71 

as modifier: , /" , 
The Bantu Homelands Citizenship Bill was intx educed in Pa rli a-

~t late du.:ring the sessioa, and thrGlJgb shortag~ of tim~ .had to b e 
postponed until 1970. It provided that there shall b e a citizenship in 
respect of every territorial authority area S. Afr . I nstitute of 
Race Relations' Survey 1969 

[ official term] 

tessie [ 1 t es'(] n. pl. - s 

18. A firepan of iron or copper to contain coal s for placing in another 

container: see konfoor 18, (voet) stofie 18, or an ornamental table 

brazier often of silve r used by pipe smokers . 

The tes s i e or kolebakkie is the small di s h into which the g lowing 
coals or ember s are actually placed .... the tessi e is then p ut into a 
voetstofie o r konfoor . .. most voetstofies and konfore found today a r e 
without their t es s ics . . . . The t es s i e us e d on the table . .. was oite n 
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made of silver ( s ever~Ll Cape Silver ones are known) mounted on a 
wooden base, :tnd always had a shallow copper linjng in the bottom to 
protect the silver from the heat. Letter 6. 7 . 72 \1ar1.us le Roux, 
Curator, Stellenbosch Museum. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. test= chafing dish + dimin. suff. - i~ 

Thaba- [ 'taba] n . prefx 

27a. Also (n)taba: Mountain found in place names Thaba Nchu, 

Thabazimbi, Thaba Bosiu, Thaba Chitja (in Lesotho}, Entabeni, 

Ntabamhlope( white), Ntabebomvu( red} (in Natal) . 

. . . the principal chief of the Thaba Bosiu district . . . gave the 
institute the u se of a piece of land in his a rea . The site .. . is on 
either side of a small valley, and is overlooked by a small mountain 
called Thaba Khupa. Farmer's Weekly 8. 1. 75 

[Bantu] 

thank you, vb phr. 

10, 29vb. Equiv. of 1 no thank you' e. g. •Have a cigarette? 1 1 Thank 

you, I'll have one of mine.' [ This expression has been a stumbling 

block to non-S. Africans since early Cl9: see quot. ] 

One thing more, however, is to be r ecommended; if he value 
his meals, - and that after a long day's ride no doubt he will, - never, 
when invited to eat, reply with a genteel thank ye, (dank u} as that 
piece of politeness is understood throughout the colony as a n egative, 
thedi sagreeable consequences of which the wri ter of this has more than 
onc e f ound to his cost . . . S. Afr. Almanac and Directory for 1833 
(Greig) 

[trans. Afk. fr. Du. b edanken = to decline, refuse] 

them, and- part of a n. phr. 

Coll. 10. See -and-them 10. 

I'll have to keep this one quiet or my boet and them'll kill 
themselves l arfing. Darling 29. 1. 75 
[fr. Afk. hulle = them e. g . (J an) - hulle sign. Jan and his £amily, Jan 
and company etc.] 

there- 1 adv. prefx 

29adv. Therein, therefor, thereafter etc. are fr e q . found as s hort 

cuts deleting prns . or n. phrs . , e. g . 'Prizes are being offered therefor' 

(for that purpo se) esp. in writing of persons influenced by Afk. 
' . ' 

The Malays , 1 d co s 
are not only partial to music, but display a marked aptitude therein. ::' 
DuPlessis and Luckoff The Malay Quarter and Its People 1953 
* see in as equiv. ofE. 

Tree planting was a l so encou raged and the government offered 
prizes therefor in the territ ories and also in Bas utoland. Edgar 
Brookes History of Native Policy jn S . A. 1924 

[ fr. Afk. adv. prefx d aar func tioning instead of prn dit_etc. e. g. 

. . in it' 
'I Wlll us e th1s f- -. 1 or 1t 

. 'in dit' daarin 
1s not 1 • d't' but translit. v1r 1 daarvoor 

therein J 
therefor 
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thick, adj. 

Coll.lO, 1~ 29crlj. Stupid, dense, uncomprehending, cf. thick head etc . : 

see also dik 10, 16. 

She doesn't know what's going on, she's so thick. Cape Town 
I nformant 1970 

[ prob. trans(lit) . Afk . dik = dense] 

thing, my n . phr. 

l. As mode of address , an endearment c£. 'old thina', e. g. How 

are you my thing? [ translit. Afk. my ding, an endearment] 

third person form of address 

1, 29prn, 10. Avoidance of direct address 'you' in the second person 

l eads to substitution of forms such as~· oupa, ouma, uncle , tannie, 

the· baas, {your) r;oodself, all (qv) and third person verb forms; also the 

use of a redundant article: usu. to el ders or superiors esp. among 

children, e. g . 'When does Tannie want me to bring it? 1 'Madam, is 

the madam ready for tea? 1 ,'WiJ:.l..-De-~--1-e-n.d--m.e-t-~1 'Would 

' Ouma like Ouma' s shawl? ' • .U. Note: It is possibl e that this us_:..ge is 
\ 

r elated to that of MalaY. in which a system of pseudo- pronouns .... 1s 

adopted for modes of address . . ( 

'If the Malay verb were inflected to show "person", the verbs 
that follow these··· would show third person endings, not second person 
endings. lv1alays avoid the use of direct second person address. Beside 
these pseudo- pronouns the following types of words are used as 
substitutes for second person pronouns •.. ' M. B. Lewis Teach Yourself 
Malay 19 4 7 ( }..9 6'5 jpl~<;S si·eB-8 --

Please, baas, I will dig for the baas. Dan Jacobson A Dance 
In the Sun 1957 x 1< ~~~1> ~ ~\. oJ- (\.')rr~ • 

[ fr . Afk. cu stom of oblique form address, pos. rel. Malay: see above] 

Thirstland, n. prop. 

~ 22. More usu. Afk. Dorsland {qv) 22: The large desert area of the 

K a lahari crossed by the Thirstland/Dorsland trekkers (qv ) 19, 26 in a serie s 

of treks from the Transvaal into Angola from 1874 to 1905. 

'Fever is raging amongst us, and a great part have died. We stand 
here in the Thirstland by some wells. Our cattle and sheep are almost 
all dead .. . but I hope that our God will save u s from this wilderness of 
hunger, care, and sorrow. 1 Extract from a letter written by one of 
the tr ek Boers who in 1875 l eft the Transvaal to seek a new Canaan 
some..vhere towards the west coast. cit. Pettman 1913 

A four- cent postage stamp to commemorate the Thlrstland 
( Dorsland) Trek, whi c h began 100 years ago from the Transvaal, through 
the Kalahari Desert, to Angola, will be issued in South West Africa on 
No-ember 13. E. Province Herald 5 . 11.74 

!}.rans. Afk. Dorsland (qv}] 

~t, thornll , n . prefx and suH. 

32. Found as a regular rendering of Afk. - do ring- in names of 

plants, e. g . camel,._,_, {kameeldoring), .sweet r--1 ( soetA:loring), 

w a it- a -bit~ (wag- 'n-bietjie ), ~ tree (doring:.A:>oom). 
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I plucked from the great thorn-trees somE: of thei. r prickles, of 
which I send you a few; they exactly· resemble the horn.:; of the cattle. 
I hear the plant has fu'.tnd its way to Kew Gardens, and i:s there called 
the cuckold- tree; . . . Lady Anne Barnard May 1798 

Also in term ~ veld sign. an area in which varieties of thorn (daring} 

(acacia) are the predominant vegetation: cf. Austr. mulga country. 

The thorn veld was like a park, with flat- topped trees scattered 
over the grassy plain as far as the mountain slopes. Rooke A Lover for 
Estelle 1961 

[1rans. Afk. daring fr. D·.1. doorn cogn. thorn] 

three day's sickness, n . 

11. A short lived, not usu. fatal dis ease of cattle, commonly known as 

styfsiekte or stiffsickness (qv) 11. 

The dreaded heart-water increased, gall sickness, due to the youn g 
grass wilting under the hot sun, caused many deaths , three day sickness, 
which as a rule animals recovered from if left alone, meant abandoning 
beasts· since there was no time to wait for them to recover. Stuart Cloete 

. Turning Wheels 1937 

[from duration of symptoms] 

through, ~· 

Substand. 29prep. 10. Esp. in expr. 'through the face' equiv. of 

' across' or 'in' , e. g. 'I was so shocked I slapped him clean through the 

face. 1 

Jane's got a bad habit of slapping peopl e through the face . Schoolboy 
English speaking N.E. Cape 1973 

[trans. Afk. deur = through, across] 

throw- , vb phr. 

Substand. 29vb, 10. Used in SAE in various combinations, ~ with 

( a stone or other missile), to throw (a stone)) at, see third quot.; ~ wet 

to sprinkle with water; ~ dead to stone to death, or cause death by 

some other missile: see also quot. at (2)with 29prep . 

• . . farmer will say of wheels the spokes of which have become 
loosened by the dryness of the atmosphere, "I must throw them wet, 11 the 
wetting process causing them to swell and so to become tight. The 
expression is a literal rendering of the Dutch Nat gooien. Pettman 
Africanderi sms 1913 

He retreated a little way and picked up stones, saying he would 
throw her dead with stones. Grahamstown Journal 16 (month missing) 1892 

That's Laertes, of cour se, final 
bumper- offer of Hamlet, whom he wounds with his poisoned foil. B ut 
Hamlet ... switches foils and rams Laertes. {Ramm ing with a foil is the 
Shakespearean equivalent of our own South African habit of throwing him with 
a stone. Cape Times 5. 1. 75 

,(b 
[trans. Afk. met { 'n ldip = a stone) gooi, na t.-gooi (wet), doocl...."Q'oo.i (kill 
by means of missiles] .o. 

throw(the ) bones, to, vb phr. 

2, 16,29-ili To divine the source of trouble or to foretell the futur e , a method 

u sed by witc hdo c tors, nyangas and sangomas 19, 16, 2. cf. Austr. poil!_t 

the bone ( when pronouncing spells) : see quot. at bone s 2 and at sangoma 

19, 16, 2 . 
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Millionaire inyang a Sethuntsa Khotso, w.L-.o last yea:r. thre'\.r the 
bones and successfully tipped Naval Escort, sayi:, that Golden Jc,;r.:el 
will win the Durban J n:'.y next Saturday. Post 2.8. 6. 70 

[ trans. Ngu. phr. uk~oosa amathambo = to threw bones] 

.4J~\A.)~CL- -n' ~\. ~~-
tick, bont, n. pl. ·· s 

21, 11. See bont 21 and quot. at heartwater 11. 

tick bird, n. pl. - s -
3. Also bosluisvoiH 3", Bubulcus ibis of the Ar~id~""' the cattle egret~ 

which keeps close to, often perching upon, g raz1ng cattle, and feeds 

on ticks and other insects. 

The beak of a ti ck- bird is long and stron g - capable of gripP'tng 
and dispos ing of a m ouse. Panorama May 197 3 

[ poss. fr. bosluisvoel= tick bird, or fr. feeding habits] 

ticket tanni e, n. pl. - s 

Coli. 31, 19, 10. See tannie 1, 19. 

tickets , ~ 

Coll. Slang. 10. Equiv. of finish, end: as in 'That last car smash 

was nearly tickets for him. 1 

It was luck 
but it was bad luck, maaster. 

I am Hotknife 
of Capricorn 
an she was in de Crab sir. It was tiekets. 

Sydney Clouts Hotknife fr. One Life 1 966 

[unknown] 

ti ckiY [ ' t:r.k1'] n. pl. -1es and n. modifier 

( 1} 24. The obsolete S. Afr. threepenny piece now super s<:!ded by the 

five cent coi n. 

Schiel demanded complete subjection and tributary taxes. 
grudgingly sent him an ox horn filled with copper!:i and tickeys . 
Lost Trails of t~~J-ow Veld 1951 

As modifier ,...._beer 8; ,..._,phone 30; 

l'-Jbj.:-~ji 
Bulpin 

and-ten(cent store); snatcher /ing 19, one 'Nho .is exceptio.:1ally 

close fisted or out for small, quick profits , see q uot. 

Martie:ns sen' s brewery ... lasted a long time, but it is now 
merely a memory of the happy days of 1'tickey beer' ' . La\vrence Green 
Grow Lovely1 Growing Old 1951 

I 

1 
••• there's a tickey phone . I want to phone Gran .. . Dad, 

you' re out of the Ark ... There hasn1 t been a t.ickey phone fo:r yea·rs. 
It costs douhle. lt' s five cents. 1 1 There aren't E:: ·ren tickeys any n10re, 1 

added Peter . Marie Philip Caravan Cara'Z~L 19 7 3 

. . . you cannot get hirn out of a bazaar, o :r w ha t w .. !. i:1 our d<.y 
used to call a "tickey- shop". Whiting Spilhaus Und f'; r a ::3:.:-iE.!!_t .Si.;:y_ j 959 



494 

.. . I bou g h t sh;ues, to sell again on the first rise: tic:key­
snatching, Father calh~d it. Rooke Ma~areth..2-.. ~te J.a Porte 1974 

In combination tiekie/ ,--....__/ aan.d /evening (qv} 15, ' . ..!' i e kie/ ~~ draa i (qv) E 
I 

~drive (qv) 15, tieki e / r-1 line (qv) 2, 30, als ·) long r--/ and sticky ... ~ 
24 10 

{ 2) Something very small: a common nickname fo-r a small pe1·son, ' 

d. titch, and a dwarf in a circus is freq. called /""'J • 

. • . full credit must go to former Durban jo ckey 'Tickey' Carr 
who got the other 3 to 1 joint favourite Idol Worship up :for a 
spectacular neck win . .. at Milnerton on Saturday. Cape Argus 10. 5. 71 

In combination two bricks and a r- high 10, also half a brick and a 

---.J high 10, very small, usu. of a child. cf. U.S . knee high to a 

grasshopper . 

. . . in the days when he was two bricks and a t ickey high ... a 
tickey was his reward for every furry digger caught. Cape Times 
30.5.70 

... inside there's this tiny little ou half a brick and a tickey high, 
wi~h a smashed nose and curled....over ears. Darling 26. 2 . 75 

'II 

[ etym. dub. pass. dial. Eng. = small or En g . ticket or Ngu. tiki= 

small, poss. Afk. fr. Malay patac = small coin fr. Port. pataca= a 

Portuguese colonial coin] >:<sec ti ckey, long, sticky, 24, lO~d.o-. ~.Sf., 
)\ o-hQ "'- ";· .. ~;._ -~-· 

ticke~raai, n. pl. - s 

15. Also tiekie...-draai: a fast dance in which couples turn round and 

round ;,n one spot, also the music for such a dance: see quot. at sJ.uk 8 . 

There were vigorous tiekiedraais, gay moments when a man 
swung his partner round and round or. one spot, tu r :ning , as it were, 
upon our then smallest coin, the s ilvery threepenny piece we know as 
a 1tickey1 • Henshilwood A Cape Childhoo~ _ _1972 

[ Afk. fr . Du. draaie n =~urn, twist, twirl] 

ti ckey drive, n . pl. - s 

15. A function similar to a tickey aand/ evening (qv) 15. 

drive. [ prob . by analg. beetle-drive] 

ti ckey evening, n. pl. - s 

cf. beetle-

15. Also tiekiEYaancl, usu. a small scale fund raising venture for Church 

or c harity in which entrance for an event or game was formerly a tickey 

(threepence), now five cents though the name is still in use. 

Member s of the Dutch Reformed C hurch of the Tsitsikamma held 
a five cent function ( Tiekieaand) in the church hall... Various games 
which were much enjoyed by young and olcl-were played. E . Province 

-;>Herald 13. 10. 71 

[ trd!1S .Afk. tiekie/aand ( evening}] 

tickey line, n. 

2, 30 . Also ti ekie line, see stokvel / fel : used of small time wom en' s 

stokfe l (qv) 2 , 30; a l so of a girl or woman out of the 'big- t ime'· Af:::-ican 

soc ial s wing : see quat. 



Zel: . . . These are people who have a very h :tgh choice in 
women and to find a woman who would sui t their choice, it would be 
very hard. 

D r um: You 1nean you can't plant a "tickey line .. ' in thei r ranks? 
Drum Nov. 19 64 

ti ckey, long n. see a ddenda p586 

tiekie E t'lki] n. p l. - s 

24. See tickey and combinations . 

[ Afk. form] 

tier- [ ti:r] n. prefx 

( 1) 28. Leopard( s ) prefx i n certain plant names ,......_ bek(mouth) 

vygie 13, 28, several speci es of Mesembryanthemum; ~ hoek 

(place n ame) heath 13, 28, ~ hout (qv ) 3 2, 18. 

(2) ti er- n. prefx 27 d . Leopard: found in S. Afr . place names 

Tiervl ei, Tierfontein, Tierhoek: see also tiger 6 , and tyger 27d. 

[ Afk. fr . Mid. Du. tiger = tiger, leopard] 

tierhout ['ti : r, (h )a vt] E:· 

32, 18. Loxostylis alata: a small tree with wood o f exceptional 

strength. 

tierhout .... The vernacul ar name i s probabl y an a llusion to 
the strength of the wood. Here "tier" means leopard and not tiger. 
C .A . Smith Common Names of S. Afr. Plants 1966 

[ Afk. fr . Mid. Du. t i ger = tiger, leopa rd + hout = timber] 

_:tiger, n. pl. - s 

(1) 6 . Also tyger (obs): ~i'ls pa rdus , the leopard: tig ers do not o ccur 

inS.A'.~ "'\~.~ ~&;\~~~ · 

. . . the tyger of South Africa, a l a r ge and fi erce species of 
the leopard . . . J ames Ewart Journal 1811-14 

It was very large and the skin w as b eautifully marked. The 
Dutch call them tigers, but we were i nfo rmed that the re is no tiger 
in the Colony, and thi s certainly was a leopard. Philipps Oc currence s 
in Albany and Caffer- land 1827 

r:.'f:'. Mid. Du. tig~ = t i ger, l eopard] 

(2) 12 . Tiger: name for the s potted g runter (qv ) 12. 

(3) tige r-, u sed as prefx s i gn. spotted (not s tripe d ) e . g . ~ wolf 6 , 

~ cat 6 . 

tiger' s eye, n . pl. - s 

5, 30. Als o cat ' s eye: a semi~precious form of the mineral c rocidolite, 

yellowish brown in colour . 

. . . the inhabitants [of Prieska, Cape Province] will tell you 
about the exporter who want ed to market Tiger ' s Eyes overseas and 
r ecei ved an enquiry as to the cost per carat. The reply was : "We sell 
them by the ton . .. " Panorama Jan 1974 

[ f r. appearance of stone] 
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t iger ' s !!'ilk, n, 

Coli. 8. Strong liquor: cf. E. Cape kudu milk 8, a. :tso Canad. E:!~ 

milk, vvolf juice, Austr . ..:_>nake juice. 

His wagons were loaded with lead and powder, vvith bolts of 
material, copper and bras<: rings , with muskets, tobacco, with brandywin( 
and tiger's milk in casks. Stuart Cloete Watch fc~1· the Dawn 19 39 

[ f r . Afk. expression 'l!Y....!:.et tiermelk gedrink' = he is drunk] 

t igerwolf, n. pl. - ves 

2. Hyae"na .crocuta1 the spotted hyen a: see also ~ol£ 2, and strand,volf 2. 

We instantly seized our guns and ran to the rescue of the 
remai ning horse, and found him beset in a corner of the thicket by a 
ferocious tiger-wolf (hyaena crocuta) who was attempting to break in 
u pon him. Thompson Travels in S. A . II 1827 

[ fr . Afk. fr . Mid. Du . .!i:.ger = ti ger, leopar d + '!f..O lf = hyena] 

tikoloshe [, tlko 'l~J e] n. 

2, 16 . See tokoloshe 2, 16. 

""-~---~-...:;""'..;..._"_"_'_ ~ : '9~ . 

ting-tinki e /y Crtl.IJ't1~k1] n . pl. - s 

3. Ar,.y of numerous warblers of the Sylviidae: the narne i s onomat. , as 

are the African language names for these bi rds. 

The variety is overwhelming - from the tiniest tintir:kie, honey bird 

or kingfisher to the awsome albatr oss and the ungainly ostrich. Evening 
Post 28. 4. 7 3 

[ Afk. _tingtinkie - onomat.] 

titihoya [ , tU1 ' hoja] E· [[pl. -s, - 0]] ~ . 

3, 2. Zulu name for ~e crowned plover o·r dikko p~~tapl'J..api_..siiX.( ~)/· \ 
~oru:>-natus or the blacklwinged 'J'~tih.0ia melanopter~~~ 

;. m ela i}opte -rus ~n0.E_4. \So Y'-,el.' v . ...._ 
co 

... the forlorn crying of the titihoya, one of the birds of the veld. 
Alan Paton Cry1the Belove d Country 1948 

[ Zu. titihove = stone plover, onomat. fr. call of bird] 

Tixo ['tika +] n. prop. , interj. 

2, 9. Gcd: usu. as interj. or mode of praye r among Afri cans; see 

also Un ·kulunk ulu 2. 

,' \. l 

. 
I 

Tixo, wat c h over me, h e s a y s to hims e lf. Tixo, w a t c h over rnc . 
Alan P a ton CrY; the B e l ov c d Country 1948 

v 

[ Xh. uThi_~£ = G o d, the Almighty, a l s o Zu. a c quired fr. Xh.: p1·ob. fr. 

Hott . T i x\.va or Tiqwa] 

tjier s [ tj:r.a (r)z] interj. 

9. G o odbye , s e e you, e t c .: see c hee r s 9. 



tj okka. Lt5oka, -ko] n. 

1 2. See chokka 12. (also sp. form. t shokka) 

tjommie [ 'tJomt] 

Coll. 19, 10. Pal: 

n. pl. - s 

see chc!J1mie 19, 10. 

tj or(rie) ['tJor{l:)] n. pl. -s 

Coil. 31, 10. Car: see c horrie, 
-{ 

snorktjor a go-kart. cf. Austr. 

bomb . 

tjor- tjor [ 'tJb r 1 tf) r] n . pl. - s 

12.- chor- chor : see grunter 12. 

toa g_~2..§ [ twa-] n. 

28. Bus h man g rasses: see twa(a)grass 28 . 

tobv /ie(fish), n. p l. 

;< t.l..."' o ( \-i o.f" 

12. G astrophysus sceleratus: a poi sonous fish: see bJ.aasop 12. 
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A tobyfish is also known as a puffy or blaasop. Daily Dispatch 
25. 7. 72 

_toe [ t~] adj . 

Coll. 10, 29adj. Lit. 1 closed up': impenetrabl y stupid. 

This gi rl i s so toe, man, tha t s h e never gives me any messages . 
I don' t even l e t her answer the telephone if I ' m out. Housewife ex 
Kimberley 18. 4 . 7 1 

[ Afk. t oe = closed] 

t oe maar [ 1 t~1 mo..:(r)] interj. 

Coll. 10. A consolatory expression equi v . of 'never m i n d', 1 there the re' 

etc. 

" Toe-maar, ou M aggie!" she said, "don' t c r y; don't worry. 11 •• • 

"Ag, toe-n1aar," she added, as L ena glared at her, "don't be cross now 
m an, Alles s al r eg kom. 11 Meiring Candle in the ·wind 19 59 

[ A,fk. toe maar = never m ind , there there] 

t oenadering [ 1 t~1 nu..da r~~J n . 

4b. Rapprochem e nt between two political parties or other opposing 

f orces or nations : see quot. 

As th e session drew to a c l o se, h owever, e v e!·yone was fiercely 
denying 11 toenadering", or should I rather use the new "in" term 
" consensus" . E. Province Herald 16. 6. 73 



... it ·was the Daily Dispatch that pior.eered South African 
toenadering with M::tlawi and pointed to that country as an obvious 1narket 
for South African export. Daily Dispatch 23. 8 . 71 

[ Afk. vbl n . fr . toenader = to approach, meet half way] 

toering [ 1tu:n:3J n. pl. -s 

5, 25. The broad b1·immed straw hat coming to a point formerly worn 

by Cape Malays us1:. over a small crimson turban or handkerchief: 

now supp~ed by the fez or tarboosh: see also quot. at kapar~ng 5, 25. 

The toering is still worn by Malay coachmen when driving the 
wedding group. Du Plessis The CaP.e Malays 1944 

Very small figures appear in some of the drawings .. . . They are 
usually Malays in which the 1 toering', or conical straw hat worn by the 
men, is prominent. Gordon-Brown An Artist at the C. of G. H .. 1965 

[ Afk. fr . Du. fr. Malay toudang, toedoeng = covering, lid] 

-. •"', 
~ .. . f r 

- "!::::." " 

1togt [ toxt] n. modifier 

4b. Of or pertaining to casual or day-labour, usu. in combinations: 

~ labourer 1 1, 19, ,....._ boy 1 1, 19; casual labourer no~ contracted 

to an employer. cf. Canad. trip man, lumber worker employed for a 

single trip. 

CASUAL LABOURER, in terms of Native Pass Laws is 
synonymous with the term tog t labourer . . . Sis son Legal Dicti<?narv 
1960 

.. . male Native following the occupation of togt or casual 
labourer . . . Grahamstown Municipal Receipt form 15 . 12. 69 

[ fr. Afk. togarbeide r fr. Du . .!£g_t = march, cogn. tour] 

2 
togt, n. and n. modifier 

Hist. 30. A trading v enture by waggon usu. in phr. go on r--J or as 

modifier in combination ~ ganger, a transport rider (qv) 30 or an 

itinerant trader. 

H e h as made a fortune by 'going on togt', as thus: He c h arters 
two waggons, twelve oxen each, and two Hottentots to each waggon, 
leader and driver. The wcq; gons he fills with cottar... hardware, etc. 
e t c. - an ambulatory village 1 shop' - and goes about fifteen miles a day, 
on and on, into the fa.r interior, swapping baft as ( calico), punjums 
(loose trcusers), and voerschi tz (cotton gown- pic ces) . .. against oxen 
and sheep. Lady Duff Gordon Letters 1861-2 

[ Du . .!.£gj: = expediti on cogn. tour, Afk. togganger = itinerant trader] 

tok, .!.~ [ tok, &Jk] n . pl. - s 

19, 4a. 34. Abbr. tokl<elok (qv) 

... thi s could be construed a s a plot to take over the presidency­
for what i t 's worth) and after all, why not? ... they've had Toes a s 
President before. Rhod eo (Student Paper) 13. 5 . 71 

[ fr. tokkelok] 
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[ 
v .... , 

tokkelok 'toka ,lokj n. pl. -s 

19,4a ,34. Theolog1.cal students are so called at Afrikaans universities, 

at English ones f:·oc or tok (qv) is used. 

A term humorously applied to theological students at Stellenbosd 
who are reputed to contemplate and discuss matrimony when the end of 
their course is in s ight. Swart Africanderisms a S·~le1~1ent 1934 

[ etym. dub. poss .. rel. Lat. and Du. theologica_, Swa.rt 1934 suggests 

Gk. tokos = birth + logos = discourse, see quot. above] 

tokoloshe [,tok'5•l;Je, : t1-] n. 

2, 16. An evil spirit widely believed in by both l.].rban and rural 
' Africans: ~ t is invoked in witchcraft and offered as an extenuating 

circumstance in criminal cases. [There are various beliefs concerning 

it: to look it in the face i s death; it lives near water; it is fond of 

children; it is sexually insatiable; it can rna ke its elf invisible or take 

various forms though its usual form is that of a hairy dwarfish man] : 

see also quot. at ::!!E.!2:! 29vb,2 and mamlambo 2, 16. cf. Austr. N~. 

taniwha (Maori) mythical monster inhabitating deep water. 

Tokol oshe haunted. me says the mad Hillbrow killer. I had 
been attacked by the tokoloshe and I was hopeles.sl y drunk . . . The 
first I knew of what I had done was when the police arrested me at my 
work on Monday. Post 18. 1. 70 · 

[ Umabatha] Banquo' s ghost becomes the Tokoloshe (a Zulu 
evil spirit), the witches are three bone- throwing Sangomas (witch-
doctors). Sunday Times 5. 4 . 71 

[ Ngu. Zu. utokoloshe, Xh. uthikoloshe] 

toktokkie [ t'bk1 tokT, 1:P
1
ktola.J n. p l. - s 

I ' . * 
(1) 21. A large, blackish beetle of the genus Psammod.es : [its 

mating call: tapping its abdomen on the ground, or floor is often 

mistaken for a knock at the door.] *incl. P . penitens : 

I threatened to get the priest in in the morning as the place was 
clearly haunte d - then we found the g,lnst, a tokto kkie beetle banging 
his way up the passage. Woman ex Cape Town 19o4 

.. . my wife returned with ... a "toktokkie'' in her hand, which 
she had just heard calling for its mate outside her bedroom door . 
Grocott' s Mail 2.6. l. 73 

[ Afk. fr . Du. tokken = to knock ·(softly}] 

( 2) 15. A (children's} game: knocking .on doors and running away, 

declared a ' nuisance' in Cape Town. 

Municipal Regulations for Abating Nuisances 28. No person 
sha.ll be allowed wilfully and wantonly to disturb any occupier by 
pulling or ringing any door bell or knocking at any door without lawf uJ. 
cause . . . C . of G. H. Almanac for 1843 

[fr. ( l)~ok- tokkie, sound] 

(3) 15. A home-made toy consisting of a cotton ree l , matchstick, soap 

or candle fo r lubrication and a tvJi.sted rubber band whi ch cau ses it to 

move: Brit. 'tank'. 

The toktokkie craze is on at the moment and J- is in and o11t 
of my workbasket looking for cotton r eels but the beastly things <:t r.e all 
plastic now. Mother Grahamstown 1970 

[ fr. ( 1) J:~~~kie .fr . slow movement and ungainly appearance] 
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v 
tol [ tol] n. pl. - s 

( 1) 15. A child's .... ~pinning top: see a l so ~ homemade, sailo.rl?.£YY 

stinky all 15, also_@.!: 15, 29vb. 

If you don't get that car out my way I'll pik it in half with my tol. 
Child 7 ex Pearston, Karroo 1968 

(2) Reel: 

Category 47 Bags and Thatching twine R- per tol. Farmer's 
Weekly Advt. Date unknown 

( 3) 28. In combin.,.ition ,-...../ bos, Diospyros dichrophylla: see also 

tolletjie 28, 15 , r-J bossi e, see rolbos 28, 11. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. tol = top, also Afk. = reel] 

tolletjie [ \tortk't, - cl] n. pl. - s 

28, 15. The dried fruit or seed pods of several plants including those 

of the eucalyptus {Austr. _gum-nuts ) used by childre n as pipe- bowls: 

also cones of several species of Leucodendron and the fruits of 

Diosporos Whyteana. 

tolletjie( s ) . . . a name applied to the cones of several spedes 
from the manner of spinning like little tops. C.A. Smith Common Name f 
of S. Air. Plants 1966 

[ Afk. fr. Du. tol = top+ dimin. suff. -{le)tjie] 

tollie ['toli] n . pl. -s 

( 1} 11. A castrated bull calf. 

20 good Heifers and Tollies. 
of choice Afrikaners, 2 years old. 

40 Good Tollies including a span 
Grocott's Mail 1. 4 . 1932 

5 Beef Shorthorn Heifers 
5 Beef Shorthorn Tollies 15 months 

Evening Post 19. 4. 72 

(2) 27d. 

(3) 1 5. 

Pl. form amathole, found in place name Amatola :tvlountains. 

A large marble or ghoen (qv) 15. 

Four of these allies are worth a tollie. Natal iniormant 1970 

[ Afk. fr. Ngu. i Thole = a calf] 

to\o~·'-~~ 
~ [tbm] n. 

Slang. 24, 10. Money: as in ' to be in the r--/ . 1 

Plenty of muscle on the right places, ... plenty of tom to chuck 
around on the girl s . .. own personal Volks ie, Vernon's only suave n1an. 
Darling 12. 2 . 75 

_r pos s . fr. dial. tommy shop - "yhere ')ayments, usu . in kind were mjde 
to merchants or fl· . tornmy - da1ly allowance, barter goods, rations 

I 

tomboti(e)boom/-hout/wood: [ ,tom' bV"at1 bvam, ha1ft, - buti-] !l!_ 

32, 18. Also tambuti (qv) 32, 18, ~irostachys africana, a deciduous 

tree common in bus hveld valleys : the heavy, durable wood is pcrmanentlj 

scented and used by Africans for n e cklaces and charms : it is also used 

for furniture: see quot. at t a mbuti 32, 1 8:t~"c:J.. in p lace name 

27 c Tamhoti e pan. 
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tornbotieboorn t~-hout) .. . tho:! v1ood is hea.vy, close, but cross 
grained, very durabJe and untouched by borers or termites and is said 
to be indestructible. . .. the sap ?.s ca.ustic and care should be t.'ctkr;n i.t 
does not cor.ne into C;)ntact VJith the eyes. C.A. Smith Comrnon Narnes 
of S. Afr. Plants 19c)6 · 

[ fr . · Ngu. umThomboti = poi son tree fr . caus tic sap and gum] 

tontel-1 [ 't'c..nta 1] Ii . • pr efx 

28, 32. Tinder : prefx to several names of plants with woolly or hairy 

l eaves or floss in the fruits which was fo:rm erly used in !:inder boxes 

e. g . --..- blom, Hermas gigantea; ~ doos(box}bossie., Haplocn.r aha 

scaposa and r"-J bos any of severa.l plants which furnished rnaterial 

for tinder: 27c . Also in place names Tontelbosch and Tontelboschkclk, 

Tonteldoos . [ Afk. fr. Du. tontel = tinder] 

too good, adj. phr. 
c 

[A. E.] 2, 29adj. Equiv. of 'very good' used by many African 

speakers: also Jam. E. too good. ~ .. o-J-~0\... ~ -S~1. 

~ [t'.5a.(r)] vb usu. trns 

16, 29vb. Also tover: to bewitch. 

Just so long as you 1toor1 rne, I do not care . So be quick, old 

·Tembela, and toor me now. The witchdoctor studied :1is client ·with 
interest . ''And how must I toor you? 11 he wheezed. 11 Toor !'ne so t:hat th, 
police cannot catch me again. 11 • • • the little toor-doctor onJy wanted 
to make sure there was money in the bag. Only money could b:;tY his 
wonderful magic. Meiring Candle in the Wind J 959 

In combinati on r-._ doctor 19, 16! a witchdocto r dealing in spells 

and magic (see above) : ~ goe~, substance or rnaterial believed to 

be a source of or containing magic . 

• . . they had something i n their possession which had b ewitcb e d 
her . . . They beat them with switches, demanding all the time that 
they should produce the toorgoed. Grahamstown Journal 24. 9. 1892 

{o 
[ Afk. fr . Du. toveren_ ="enchant, bewitch, juggle] 

• r\Vo.J\ "'] 1 topp1e L top1, top1 n. p . - s 

3 . .l:Y.cnonotus caoensis the Cape bulbul {P..Ycnonotidae) which hves on 

fruit and berries. 

Toppi e or Kaapse tiptol ... live ly manner and habit of whistling 
from which it gets the name of Tiptol, or npietmajol'' or 11 Piet-piet­
patata" in Afrikaans. Roberts Birds of S . A . 1940 1944 edit. 

?_ t~~\~- --
torch lily, n . pL -1es 

13. Usu. Kniphofia. uvarla: also K . multii:Jora a nd K. lc>.xiflora: --------- .. --·-- see 

red hot poker, (l) soldier_both 13 . 
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tot siens [ 
Y I V 1 
tot S1~SJ 

I 
interj. 

9, 10. Equiv. o£ A;._f wiederseh en, Au revoi:;·: an informal farewell 

d. See you: ~e-lsa ~t~ J..tu .;e:-._ 4-kt"-<. ' 

'Tot sicns', they shouted. 'Good-bye. Till we see you again'. 
Stuart Cloete Rags C?f Glory 1963 

11 Until this evening then", he said. 11 Tot siens - till we meet 
again. 11 Whitney Elue Fire 1973 

[ Afk. tot = until + -~iens = see(ing)] 

tot system, n . 

(24) 11. A system of paying coloured labourers particularly on wine 

farms, part of their wages in 'to ts' (usu. mugs) of wine: see quot. at 
vaalJ arne 8. 

The Coloured R epresentative Council has called for the abolition 
of the tot system on farm s . .. motion calling for the abolition of the 
tot system on farm s . He said farm labourer s r eceived a n1ug of wine 
at reg ular- i ntervals of the day as part of their wages . .. tot system 
made ia:::m workers non-persons . . . Cape Argus 10. 8. 72 

Most farmers who still apply the tot system argue they will lose 
their labour if they stop it. Ibid 14. 4 . 73 

[ fr . E ng. !~!..= measure of liquor] 

.!,otty, n . pl. - ies and n . modifier or adj. 

19, 10. A mode of r eference to a Hottentot ( qv) 19, s till heard occ. 

as '.!sf_. 

I got a Hottentot to accompany me, as I pr eferred a Totti e to a 
Fingoe at any time. If accompani€d by the former, he has always got 
some wild, i mprobable or laug hable tal e to tell; whereas the latte r is 
sullen, morose . • . Buck Adams Narrative 1884 

as modifier _"'-__ ~_.~.:P;.:;i:...n-.k_ 5, also c o olie pink. 

'totty pink - S .A.E . for puce or magenta. Later rendered 
fasl->.ionable by Schiaparelli as 1 shocking pink'.' Won1an ex .Cape Town 
1970 

J_ough tackie / v, i nte r j . 

9 . Hard luck, tough luck: see tackies 5 . 

touleier [ 'ta "U,le i.a{r)] n. pl. - s 

19 , 31. Also voorlop er (qv) or leader (qv) both 19, 3 1: usu. a young 

coloured boy e mployed to lead a t eam of oxen u su. for wagon tra v el: 

his means of leading them being the voortouw (q v) 3 1 twisted round tte 

h orns of the first pai r . 

By the time he was twenty- one he had a wife and three children, 
t wo colou red sheph erds and a Bushman to u leier to lead the oxen and find 
the way from one w ater- hole or v l e i to the next. Lawrence Gret::n 
Karoo 1955 

[ Afk. fr . Du. to'.!.Y!. = rope + leiden = to lead + agent. suff. - erJ 

t outiies [ 1 t ;/ '.Jk.ls, -cis] pl. n. 

7. A lso f"-/ vleis: thin strips of salted, d r i ed meat: se.~ bilt~g 7 . 
[ Afk. fr. Du-:--;;;-~::: b'l.ne t · d. 

" , S r1ng t linin S " lrr t '• . l • -· ... • :.. J2:.£..1 
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t ownship, n. pl. - s and n. modifier 

{ 1) 4b. 22. An area set aside for non- white occupation.: colour ed ~, 

African~ e t c., 

Even in Soweto, Johannesburg ' s v as t, spra·'A·ling Bantu township 
of over three-quarters of a million people, the fifth-·largest city i n 
Africa, there are some who have more and who a::e seen. to have rnore. 
News Check 24. 7. 70 

In addition the coundl has completed the planning of the 
Coloured township on the ;;;ite of the existing African township. 
Di spatch 27. 5. 72 

new 
Daily 

As modifier usu. r eferring to African,...._ s; ,-...,..;council 4b, 

~ boy 19; ,...._,jazz 15 , see mbaqanga 1 5; .........__, l ife . 

The play is a departure from the most musicals which treat 
township life as an unending song, one bout of drinking; one l ong knife 
fight. Drum 22. 1. 73 

In a bbr. Soweto 

Sowe to is merely a convenient abbreviation for the South­
Western Townships of Johannesburg. Personality 23 . 4. 70 

( 2) township, n . pl. - s 30. U su. in phr. pro claim a ,......._ , a new 

area being developed by la,nd or building speculato.rs who, i f they 

proclaim a ~ , are responsible for roa:ds, sewerage, water supplies 

etc. before s tands (qv ) 30 can be sold. cf. Austr . townshi p. (Hist.) 

tract of surveyed land; town s i te {now) small tbwn or s ettlerz:ent . 

. M r. J ustice - said according to Mr . -the purchase price was 
to be ..t<.50, 000, payable i n cash, enabling him to establish a township 
in Stafford Hills, East · London: Daily Dispatch 22. 5. 71 

tradesman, n. pl. -men 

Sect. Bldg. 18. One who has se·rved his apprenticeship and i s 

qualified in his trade , e . g. maso'n ' (qv ) 19, plumber, carpenter etc, 

not as in Brit., a s hopkeeper . 

D--is a first class tradesman - served his apprenti ceshi p in 
my firm but now he' s s tarted drinking there ' s no hope for him. 
Coloured Master Builder, Graharnstown 1968 

Built to the highest standards by our European_ trade·smen .and 
backed by 18 years of pool- building experience ... · The Star Advt. 
20. 7. 74 

tramp, vb trns 

Sub stand. 
I 

29vb, 10. To run over: fr e q. pas s . to g~t ~ 
)( 

ed. 

"I've shut the cat in the g i rls ' bedroom because I don't w ant 
him to get tramped by the cars . " Oral informant Grahamstown 20. 9 . 69 

[unknown: poss . fr. Afk. doodtrap = to crush ( to d eath) fr . Du. 

tr appen .= to tread or trappelen = to trample] X~ ~'r. oY o-..0-~~.~~1 . 

_tramp o~ vb trn s.z as modifier 

11, 29adj . Usu ,......__, ed out: Of or ·pertaining to ( 2 )veld 11 which h as 

been damaged or destroye d by overs tocking or overgrazinr:;: see also 

b eaten out, eaten out 29adj , 11. 

traffic circl~ !!.· pl. - s 
·------ .-

Equiv . .of Brit.' roun ~labout': a usn. round 1' .e- l a,._td b••1' l• .. · · .. , ... 111 an open street 
space to f acilitate the routeing of town traffic . 
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Another :~esult d the old system of f a rming was overstocking and 
tramping out of the veld, e r osion of the soH and a general tendency 
towards degeneration of the most v aluable species ·:>f karroo bush, while 
11 opslag" vegetation increased. Handbook for Farrc.ers inS. A.. 1937 

[pass. fr. Afk. uittrap fr. Du. uittrappen = to cru s h underfoot] 

transport driver, n. pl. - s 

Hist . 30, 19. See transport rider 30, 19. 

transport rider, n . pl. .- s 

Hist. 30, 19. A carrier of goods by oxwagon, also known as transport 

driver: see also kurveyor 30, 19 ..a.J y-~ck_. 
KJ-:z;tje, gay, rel}ellious, laughter-lovin/ g , to tease .:fohanna a'nd 

encoufag the trans.por(- rider·, be~n flirting with Aalst Vl0kman t:. 
herself. P ulirie Smit\h ~ The Beadle 1926, 1:929 edit. r.,._, 

[tr~it. Afk. transportryer = transport rider, :£f.= convey, cart] 

transport riding, vbl n. or as vb phr. 

Hist. 30. The trade of a carrier, see trans port ride r 30, 19: 

conveying goods by wagon usu. fr. the coast to the interior: see 

rid~ 29vb. 

money could be had f or the aski ng by any man who possessed 
a bulln ck-wagon and cared to go transport-riding, dragging fuel and 
f arm-produce and goods through the sandbelt to Kimberley . . . Brett 
Young City of Gold 19 40 

[ fr. Afk. transport ry = to convey goods for a fee; :£f. = convey, see 
ride] 

Transvaal Teak, n. 

32, 18. Pterocarpus angolensis : see kiaat 18, 32 or P. erin~~: 

see. bloodwood 18, 32. 

trapvloer [ 1 trap,flu:r, -fltra {r)] n. 

11, 18. A threshing floor. 

23 Nov 1842 26 braY our two first l oads of Corn to the Trap 
floor to day. Collett MS. Diary II 

-t.o 
[ Afk. trap = thres h fr . Du. trappen = to tr ead + v loer cogn. floor] 

1\. 

trassi e ['trasl] n . pl. -s 

Slang . Obj. 19, 10. A hermaphrodite, homosexual or ~queer' 1 ; see 

moffie 19, 10. [Also used by farmers 11, see q uot.]: in combination 

~ bos or t erassi e bos 28, Acacia h ebeclada. 

The vernacular prefix "terassi" appears to be a corruption oi the 
original Hottentot word 11taras 11 - a woma n and rne aning hermaphrodite; 
further corruptions 11 teransie 11

, 1'transie 1 1 or 11 t rass i e 11 are in common 
u se, especially among sheep farrners, for a hermaphrodite animal anci. 
applied to th e plants in a figurati v e sense. C. A. Smith Common .Names 

of S . Afr . Pla~ 1966 

[ prob. fr . Nama Hott. tara-s = woman, rei. to tarase /i ; see 

Hott~_ntot.J::E!Ol!_l f : pass . f r. tr10sie fr . transvestite] 
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t r ek [trek] vb u s u. :.ntrns. occ. trns. 

( 1) 31, 26. To make a difficul t and arduous over:.and journey: fo rm erly 

i nvolving making a permanent move aft er Clbandoni ng home a.nd property: 

see quot. at trekker, and at yoke-ske y 31, 11, 2E.. 

Because he was lazy he was a very bad farmer. In times of droug l 
h e would trek with his she:ep to find :i)asture. Krige The Dr e_a~~d. 
the Desert 1953 

figur . to make a journey 

I will arise an' get 'ence; -
I will trek South and make sure 

K i pling The Five Nations 1903 

Often enough, when t h e hol iday seasons are really booming, they 
trek from one h otel to another. No joy. Rand Daily Mail 29. 6 . 71 

Derivatively ,........_, ing, vb1 n . travelling usu. by wagon. 

Mama refus e d flat to come, she declar e s she has hc.d by far too 
much of trekk ing a s the Boors call travelling b y wagon, but indeed I 
don' t know why she s h ould di slik e it, ti s the pleasantest way i maginab l e 
of pas s ing the day . Kate Pigot ' s Diary Dec. 1821 cit. Fitzroy in ~ 
Bright Land 19 55 

In combination pony,__, [non SAE] a usu. Brit. form of holiday on 

hor s eback . 

....--. (k) er, n. p l. - s . A member of t h e Great T r e k, see Voortrekker 

19 , 26 or of the Thi rs tland Trek 26, 3 1 (see also Dorsla n.d) or anyone 

toilso~ely or unwillingly on the move. 

Many Colour e ds, with despair in their hearts, tr ekked to the 
wastela nd of the Cape F lats, but unlike other trekker s before t hen1 
there was no promised land. .. Sunday Times 9 . 12. 73 {o 

[ Afk. trek = to j ourney, travel, migrate f r. Du. t1·ekke n =Amigrate] 

( 2) trek, n . p l. - s . (a ) (Hi st. ) 3 1, 26. A journey by ox wagon esp . 

an organised m i gration of p e ople ove rland as in the Grea!_Trek, see 

Voortr ekker 19, 26 or the Thirstland (gv} ( Dorsland) Trek, 31, 26: also 

in phr. on"""-' • 

Thus a g reat t rek was decided upon, and northwards moved the 
w h ole community in a body - wagons, furniture, cattle, protected by the 
men with their muzzle-loaders, northwards into the unmapped territory 
of South West Africa. They wer e the first civilized settle rs in that vast 

country. Lawrence Green Lords of the Las t Frontier 19 52 

On trek, the women and children placed their r::.1attresses on the 
kate l, a wooden frame with leathe r thongs , and s l ept inside the wagon. 
Lawre n ce G r een Land of Afternoon 1949 

(b) Any j ourney or migration as in springbok~ see a l so trekbok 6. -----
• .. houses forsaken b y commuters who could s ti ck the daily tr ek 

. no l onger and have t aken off for the suburbs . Sunday Times 17. 10. 71 

I recall, as a small boy, h earing fir s t-hand r eports of the 
11 s p ringbok treks •• . . . Farmer ' s Weekl y 1. 3. 68 

( c) A stage of a j ourney, see skof(t) 3 1, between one outspan and t h e 
n ext. 

It was one day ' s trek from Cape Town b y ox-wagon at that peri od, 
a hard tr~::k along the sandy ou Kaapse wapad. Lawrence Green L and of 
A fternoon 194 9 --- ·-
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( 3) tr ek, n. roo :lif.ier or vbl prefx . Equiv. of (a) 1 migratory' in ~ 

* boer 19 , ,-........- bok 16, ~-she~ 11; (b) 'of O:t;" p •zrtainin£ to equipment 
~~ ,-..... s'fo-0.. 

f or a j ourney' in ,........__,gear 26. 3 1,1\ ~ goe<l 26, 3 1, ft-.,. '0 wagon 26, 3 1 

(c) 1 something pulled or hauled' in ~chain 26, 31, r-----~ net 18, 

,-.....,_s aw 18, ,....._., touw; (d) 'of or pertaining to movement or travel 1 

in ,-...,.,r fever 16, ~ gees 16, .............,.pass 4b, _:_~.._,. pad 22, 31, 4b, 

............,..path 22, 31; {e) ' c.lrz.ught' in ,.__,ox.. >:< r-J swarm 2I:oJi(ot.rJ) 

( 4) trek used as n. prop. in trade name: XYZs Trek ( shoes) (Durban 

shop window), Trek - a thrilling Game for All Ages ( Toyshop , Kowloon} . 

-1'<tl-~ L '~v-e....\:. ,'o~t ,-b.c.J'} V\. ~\. ck{..r\.S ) s 
c..-

t rekboer ['trek,bu:r, - b'Ua] n. pl. - s 

19, 11. Also trek- farmer 19, trek sheep 11: see quot: formerly a 

nomadic grazier moving with his flocks and travelling by ox-wagon (see 

al~o quot.J Krige1 at ( l)trek)! also used to refer to the Voortrekkers ( qv). 

When the Trekboers entered it with their flocks and tented wagons, 
they left the current of European life . . . Though in strict legality 
the land tenure was not in freehold and was recoverable at the will of 
the administration, actually the Trekboers availed thernselves of the 
l and with the utmost freedom. De Kiewiet History of S. A. Social 
and Economic 1941 

It was the happy hunting ground of the Trek Boer, moving from 
place to place with all his livestock, wherever the grazing was good. 
Jackson Trader on the Veld 1958 

[ Afk. fr . Du. tr ekken = to migrate+ boer= farmer] 

tre kbok [ 'trek, b~k] n. pl. - ke, - ken. 

6. Migratory buck, mostly .§E.ri!!,.Q'bok (qv) 6: usu. moving in herds 

away fr om drought- stricken areas and consuming all water and g r azing in 

their path. 

It i s frorr1 these tracts that t h e dest ructive trek- bokken or 
migratory springboks, pressed by the long droughts, occasionally 
inundate the northern part s of the Colony. Thompson Travels in S. A. II 
1827 ---

As far as the eye could see they covered the count:r.y . .. grazing 
off everything eatable before them, drinking up the water in the street 
furrows , fount ains and dams, wherever they could get at it. It took 
about three days before the whole of the trekbokkcn had passed, and it 
left t h e country looking as if a fire had passed over it. This mass 
n1ovement of m illions of antelope, t h e tr~kbokke as the Afrikaner 
farmers called these springboks , was one of the most amazing and 
inexplicable phenomena of the wildlife of Africa. Daily Dispatch 22. 7. 72 

to 
[ Afk. fr. Du. trekken = Aigrate + bok cogn. buck] 

trek cha in, n. 

31, 26 . A _tJ·ektou(w} (qv) 31, 26 made of chain instead of rawhide 

riem~(qv) 18. cf . Austr. tr a ce- chain . - ----
... Chain traces SSe ~::: ach; Trek chains Rl, 55 . Farn1 e r 1 s 

Weekly Advt. 21. 4. 72 fo 
[ Afk. fr . Du. trekke n =t\pull, haul] 

~ 
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trek fever, n. 

16, 31. Restlessness, wanderlust, a longing for open spaces and 

open-air life: see also trekgees 16, 31. 

The unbearable 'trek fever'; of restless, sl,~eples s, longing for 
the old life; of 'home- sicknes s.t for the veld, the freedom, the roaming, 
the nights by the fire, and the days in the bush. Fitzpatrick Joc~ . .2J 
the Bushveld 1907 1909 edit. 

[ fr. ( 1) and (2)trek] 

trek fishing, vbl n . 

30, ( 15). Fishing vrv..J.th a trek net (qv) 30; also trek fisherman 19, 

see quot. at trekn.etter 19. 

... another crew member of the trawler, 
the six crew men to Strand:fontein to assist them 
They were on the beach when the boat capsized. 

[ ~k. trek= to haul] 

trek gear, n. 

had gone along V'vti th 
with the trek fishing . 
Cape Argus 24. 12. 70 

31, 26. Equipment for wagons, carts etc., harnes s , yokes, skeys (qv) 

31, 11, strops (qv) 31, 11, trektous (qv) 31, 26, 11: also t rekgoed 

31, 26. 

Trek Gear etc. Harness Double Cape Cart Horse Harness ... 
Bridles R6; Halters R2, 35 also R3, 50; Chain traces R3 pair; Wheeler 
Reins R8, 60; Leader Rll, 50; neckbar and Straps RIO; . . . Farmer's 
W eeldy Advt. 13. 6. 73 

[ prob. trans. Afk. tr ekgoed (qv) fr. Du. goed = goods, things] 

trekgees( t) [ 1 t rek1x'):a s( t)] ..!!· 

1 6, 31. Restl essness, wande rlust: see also t rek fever 16, 31. 

It very clearly stimulated the old trekgeest, the spirit of the 
open veld, of greener grass beyond the horizon, of a land. where only 
those should be free who were free by God' s design. De Kiewiet 
History of S . A . So c ial and Economic 1941 

[Afk. tr e k f r . Du. trekken =~~igrate + Afk. fr. Du. geest = spirit] 

trekgoed ['trek, xlrt] ..!!· 

31, 26. See trekgear 31, 26. 

Spades; Picks; 2-wheel 3-ton Trailer; Dexter Tractor 3 000; 
Spandicar; Trekgoed Sundries etc. Grocott' s Mail Advt. 17. 11. 7 2 

.to 
[Afk. trek ="haul fr . Du. trekken + Afr . f r. Du . goed = goods , materia~ 

trek net, n. pl. - s 

30, ( 18) . A b e ach seine : type of fishing n e t which hangs ve rtically in 

the water having floats on one edge and sinkers on the other, which 

can be hauled ashore or aboard enclosing the fish. 

From the early days of the Dutch East India Company to the 
beginning of the present century most fi shin g was carried ou t f rorn small 
ro,.ving boa t s with h ook and line and by b each trek-nets .. . . Beach 
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seines or trek-nets a:re to-day of little importance although they wer~ 
the main method of fi 1;hin.g in the early days. Grindley Riches o£ the Sea 
1969 

Derivatively ,.-...__/ er a trek fisherman, one who fi s hes with a ,-......._,. or 

seine. 

A shark, two ::>.1etres in length, was cau ght by trek netters 
operating from the beach at Fish Hoek yesterday. The heavily toothed 
shark ... was killed with knives by the trek fish<!rrnen. Cape Argu5 
30. 11.72 -fo · 

[ Afk. tre"l<: =/\haul + !.1.et, a beach seine as above] 

trek-ox , n . pl. -en 

(1) 31, 11. An ox usu. one of a .!D2an (qv) 31, 11 trained to the yoke as 

a draught animal. 

15 Young Heifers, 14 Tallies, 1 Span (1 6) Red Trek Oxen. 
Grocott1 s Mail 13. 1. 1932 

(2f 7. Figur . Tough beef: also attrib.: see quat. 

They were near starving, living on a ration o:f half a biscuit and 
a chunk of rotting trek ox a day. Stuart C 1oete Rags of Gl~ 19 6 3 

... our grading system ... conceived in the good old trek-ox 
days when animals were seldom slaughtered before they had reached a 
ripe old age. Farmer's Weekly 3. l. 68 

[trans. Afk. trekos = draug ht ox] 

trekr:a~ [ 1t rek1pat] n. 

30, 4b. See trek path 30, 4b. 

trek-pass, n . pl. - s 
0.. 

4b. A pass (qv) for rnoving within a limited area, also
4
dismissal pass: 

see quat. 

those who were unwilling to r e new their contracts on the new 
t erms, were offered only a ' 'trek-pass,' ' entitling t hem to seek a 
position on another farm in the district, instead of the accommodation 
in the new Reserves to which they thought themselves entitled. 
Hoernle' S. Afr. Native Policy and the Liber?.l Spirit 1939 

[ Afk. trekpas = dismissal pass, in phr.*~ekpas kr_y_ = to get the sack, 

be dismissed] A 

tr ek path/pad, n . 

( l) 30, 4b. A right of way acres s another's land: a rural serv.i.tude. 

B u t on som e farms the title- deeds say that the owner need allow 
no trek-path, but merely the ordinary rig ht vf way along the road a 
forty-feet track across his ground. Birkby Thirstlar..d Trek~ 19 36 

Trek path, trek pad; the right of driving cattle, including large 
flocks of sheep across the land l)f a nother, and also of allowing the s tock 
to graze as they travel. Wille Pr~nciples of S. Afr. Law 1945 edit. 

[ Afk. = trail, trek- road, wagon road] 
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treJ.csaw, n. pl. -s 

18. A two handed 1 c:ross cut' saw operated by b:~o men pulling and 

pushing alternately . 

. . . lar:ge hole in the ground under the log and a double- handled 
treksaw pushed and pulled by two men, one down in the hole and t he 
other above. E. Pr•)vince Herald 28. 5. 73 

[~s. A.fk. tre.ksaag = lumberman' s saw, cross cut saw] 

tre}<sel [ 'treksal] n . pl. -s 

[ Obs . ] 7 , 16. A brew or infusion; see also -tea/tee 7, 16; also 

enough tea or coffee for a single brew; see quot. 

I have been often asked first for a 'soepje' or dram by Griquas 
whose 'places' I was passing; and when my driver whispered that I was 
a missionary, nothing daunted, the beggar would then substitute the 
request for a ' treksel' or a single infusion of tea or coffee. Mackenzie 
18_7\ cit. M . D.W. Jeffreys . 

[ Afk~ fr . Du. treksel =infusion, brew] 

t rek shee_p, n. 

11. Sheep travelling l ong distances for pasturage in times of drought. 
•' 

That the Government be requested to take into immediate 
consideration the desirability of amending the railway tariff fo r tr ek­
shee..E_ to enable trek farmers to avail themselves of the railway when 
moving stock to vvinter pasture. E. London Dispatch I. 5. 1912 . cit 
Pettman 

[t rans. Afk. trekskape = trek sheep (pl.)] 

--*-~ ~'t~ ..,\ ~ 
trektou(w) ['trek, tav] n. pl. - s 

31, 26, 11. A heavy rope usu. of twisted oxhide riems (qv) 31 attached 

to the__cll.sselboom {qv) 31 of the wagon and upon which the oxen pull; 

see quot . : a. chain is sometimes substituted: see quot. at - ten!.:_ 31. , 26 

and trek- chain 31 . 

The trektouw (dra w rope or trace) is a long rope made of tv.,.isted 
thongs of raw hide, made fast by a hook to the staple at the end of the 
pole, and h a ving iron 1·ings attached to it at proper distances, into which 
rings the yokes are hooked. B urchell Travels I 1822 

One great a dvantage of the r aw hide 'tr e ktq2:?- is that it does not 
attract lightning . When metal is used, a whole span of oxen may be 
struck dead in an instant, and the driver may be lucky to escape. 
Lawrence Green Karoo 1955 

[ Afk. tr ek= haul + Afk. fr. Du. touw = rope] 

trek wagon, n . pl. - s 

31, 26. A covered wag.on of the type used by Voortrekker s (qv) 26, 19, 

trekboers {qv) 26, 11, 19; s imilar to that · of pion·~ers in the U.S. 

going out w est known a s a 'prairie schoone r.' 

All thei r pos s es sions had to be t r ansporte d by boer tr e k w agons . 
;Lewcock Cl9 Al·c:_!:llt.2.cture in S .A. 1963 
L Afk. tr ek fr. Du . t r ekk c n = m i grate +wagon] 
trek swa.!E?• }.!· pl. - s 

21. Beekeeper's term for an absconding or migrating swarm oi h oney 

bees . 
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tribesman, n. pl. - ::nen 

2, 19. A rural Afri c:-.n living unde r tribal conditions. 

The entire population of one kraal attacked by an impi of 250 
tribesmen on ~3unday have fled and it may be several days before the 
fir st of them filter hmne and life a t the kraal returns to normal. 
Daily Di spatch 3. 8. ~'l, 

trippel/le rtr l;pal] n. 

l l. One of the gaits of a Boerperd or other five- gaited h6.rs e in wbich 

it moves both near and both off l egs alternatel y. 

He schooled his pony to pace the trippel- a n easy gait, a smooth­
flowin g l ope- whic h tired neither of them; but when necessary, he 
could ride rough and fire his flintlock while gi ving the pony i ts head. 
Mockfo rd Here are S. Afri cans 1944 

D eri vatively ,-...- er, a horse vv-ith this gait. 

I got good ones, real Boer ponies. T wo tripple rs. All about 
fifte e n hands . Stuart Cl oete Rags of G l ory 1963 

[ Afk. !!.· fr . Du. trippelen = to trip along; --..._, e r fr. Eng. vb tripple · 

or Afk . fr. Du. n. trippelaar = one that trips along] 

troffel ~tr'6fal n . pl. - s 

18. A trowel either for gardening or for spreading mortar. 

Du. troffel = trowel] 

t rammel C tror.na 1] n . pl. -s 

[ Afk. fr. 

C all. 18. A trunk or l a r g e suitcase, a lso blik..-......., a tin ( steel} t runk. 

[ Afk. fr . Du. trammel = tin trunk] 

t ronk [ t r n'nk] n. pl. ·· s 
--ur; 4b, l8 . -
Call . .,.. .Pnson, gaol, lock- up: s ee also quat. at (2}~. cf. C anad. 

s k ookum hous e , box; (see kas ) Austr . log( s l (now obs . ~~.\~ . c..k.o(o~ • 

The landdrost came himself next day a nd carri ed off ten men to 
the tronc k , as they call the prison, a g r eat to do . . . Kate Pigot 
Diary Mar. 18 22. cit. Fitzroy Dark Bright Land 19 55 

... w e h ave had therefore t o interfere, and have captur.ed 
nineteen Bushmen, through means of the K afir police, and they arc now 
in the " Tronk " awaiting their trial. B i s h op Gray Journal Part I 1851 

In combination ,....,__, volk(p_eople) 19 gaol birds. 

Missionary boys perhaps, but tronk -volk, j a il birds fo r certa in. 
Brett Young They Seek a Country 19 37 

[ prob. fr . Mal a y trungku = to imprison or Port. t ronco cogn. trunk 

=box] 

t ro epi e [
I •~ trup1, trt1-] n. p l. - s 

2 0, 19 . Col!. Sect. Army. One holding : h e lowest r a nk. 

Some of the troepies with particularly dirty habits receive 
the title vuilg;:tt . .. Of cou rse some 'troepies ' are impa tie nt for t heir 
p e riod of s e rvice to end. Br i g. J .H. Picard Roofies and Oumo.nne : 
May 1975 

[ presu m. f r. Bri t. ~roope r] 
£.~-)~ ~ I ( "t , •. <I • •. .\ 

--1 

,,., 
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tropsluiter [ 1 trop,sloe¥ta(r)] n. pl. - s 

Hist. 19. One fo rming part of the tail-end of a procession: figur. the 

last (youngest) child. 

Funerals were accompanied at on'S! time by professional mourners 
... and others , 11 Tropsluiters 11 , were paid merely to walk in pairs to 
lengthen the procession. It is said that they frequently changed places 
owing .to the superstition tl:.at the last person in thf! procession would be 
the first to die, and they wanted to spread the riskt Gordon-Brown 
S.Afr. Heritage 1965 

[ Afk . ..!!.£E_ = crowd, multitude, vb. sluit = close + agent. suff. - er] 

true as God, as inte rj. adj. phr. 

9, 10. An interjection used to emphasise the genuineness of an 

assertion: also in form ('s)true as bob. 

And she threw her bible at me 1 strue 1 s God - she did. 
MacLennan A Winter Vacation 1969 

. : -Jislaaik, what a fight. What's going on in the ring• s nothing to 
what's going on i n the front row, 1 s true ' s bob. Darling 26. 2. 7 5 

[ trans. Afk. so waar as God] 

.!!:Y.Jor white, vb phr. modifie r or vbl n. 

29vb, 10. Also play white (qv) 10. To cross the colour line: see also 

Kimberley Train 10. U.S. crossing the Hne . 

. Tn the United States they call it "crossing the line". The phrase 
in Cape Town is 11 trying for white". . .. 11trying for white" - a d esperate, 
pathetic struggle it must be, for even success can give no lasting 
security or immunity from insult. Success, moreov·er, carries its own 
penalties. It means, often enough, the loss of farnily and friends . All 
the dark- skinned ones must be left behind, pas sed in the s treet without 
a word of greeting. · L awrence Green Grow Lovely,Growing Old 1951 

So she became his common l aw wife, had five children by him 
and lived with him in a White area - in a tragic "try-for- White11 

existence. Sunday Times l. 9. 74 

t>sam(m ) a (melon) [ 'tsama] n. pl. - s 

14. Citrullus lanatus : also kaffir(water)melon 14, karkoer 14, makataan 

14, all (qv). 

Some patrols that the desert men must make are quite waterless . 
Then it i s that the tsamma melon, which grows in the Kalahari after 
rain, serves as a thirst-quencher and life-preserve r. Birkby 
T_hirstland TrekS 1936 

[fr. Hott. t 1 sama] 

t sessebe [tseselll, -be] n. pl. -s 

6 . . The antelope Damaliscus lunatus, similar to the hartebeest 6 : see 

sassabv/5. 6. 

The old hunter spoke of ... the tsesebe 1 s r i ch purpl e coat ... 
Birkby Thir s tland Tre~ 1936 

[Tswana tshcsebe] 

l . 
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t setse fly [ 1t setsij n. pl. - ies 

11, 21. Qlossina morsitans, the insect which by its bite transmits 

sleeping sickness to man and nagana (qv) ll to domestic animals: see 

also quat. at na()'ana ll and fly, the 21. 

The tsetse fly, Glossina morsitans , belonging to the sub-family 
Muscinae, and closely allied to Stomoxys, is the fatal pest which 
destroys the horses of big -game hunters, anci the oxen of up-country 
transport riders, when tl:·.ey unwittingly come within the fly-infested 
country. The bite of the Jly, though. innocuous to every species of 
game, is fatal to all dam E~stic animals, including the donkey, the dog 
and the goat, which were once thought to be exceptions to the rule. 
Wallace Farming Industries of the Cape Colony 1896 

[ Tswana tse tse] 

tshwal_e_ QtS wala, - ala] n. 

8, 2. Kaffir beer (qv) 8, 2, brewed with malted grain usu. mabela 

{kaffir corn) (qv) 8, or mai ze: see uitloop 8 and mtombo 8, 2. 

11 Thswala, 11 the beer brewed by the Bantu, is more than a mere 
social drink. The traditional village brew is extremely nutritious and 
is considered a national foodstuff . Panorama Nov. 1972 

[ Zu. utshwala = kaffir beer, Xh. utywala] 

tsots i [ 1 ts~tsl'] n. and n . modifier pl. - s . ' • 
I 

2, 19. A usu. flashily dress e d African street thug freq. a member of 

a gang, armed with a knife or other weapon: see also skolly 19. d . 

Austr. bodgie, a teddy boy, larrikin, lair, an overdressed lout . 

. . . tsotsi s and skollies who lurk on street corners [s ee a t skolly] 
Post 14. 3. 71 

In combinations r--...... suit, ~ trousers: 

'They wear tsotsi trousers, sixteen inches round the bottom, that 
is how you will recognise them' Monare noticed ... a young 
African well dressed in a tsotsi suit, wearing a wi de-brimmed AmericaE 
hat . . . Lanham /Mopeli-Paulus Blanket Boy's Moon 1953 

derivatively r._ sm, and as modifier: 

Tsotsism is spreading in a community which is 
it, where juvenile delinquency has become inevitable. 
that the tsots i gang has co:rr.e to stay . . . Longmor e 
1959 

socially ripe for 
It may be claimed 

The Dispossessed 

[ etym. dub. ace . Fr. Trevor Huddles tone a corruption of z oot- suit, 

prob . fr. t so t s ile perfective form of vb ukutsotsa = to dress in narrow 

trousers o r clothing of exaggerate d cut (urban African usage)] 

-=) 
tub chair, n . pl. - s 

18. Also J?alie..--stoel (qv) 18 . 

The Cape __ Tub- Chair. Among the many local d esigns the tub chair 
can probably claim to be the mo s t typically Cape in origin, nor does 
this pleasant and comfortable chair appe ar to have been in general usc 
elsewhere. Wm Fehr Treasures at the Cas t le of Good Hope 19 63 

[tra n s . Afk. ~alie..,5toel] 

!.%.. n . '. 
7, 25. See Ind.fE-n tc~ 25. 
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Tukkie [1tAkr] n. proE~· pl. - s 

19, 34.. A student or Alumnus of the University of Pretoria: Tuks, 

the University itself. 

What do Afrikaans students think? I put this to six political 
science students of the University of Preto:::i.a. In the relaxed 
atmosphere of t h e Tt.~"kies ' recreational centre t hey got t heir discussion 
going . . . The Star 14. 6. 73 

CONNIE (a final year BA student at Tuks): I'm not m u ch of a 
patriot - lbid 8. 6. 73 

[ acronym of Transvaalse Universiteits Kollege + personif. suff. -i e] 

tula_ ~ tula] interj. imp. vb_ 

Coll. 9, 2 . Exclamation or order e quiv. of ' shut up', 'b e quiet' etc . 

"Thu la! '' shouted Gus, turning r ound q11ickly and the n as if to 
show the attendant - in case he did not understand the Xhosa word -
wher e his own sympathies lay, followed i t up with the English 
equivalent, ''Shut up! 11 Gerald Gordon Four Pe2,~ 19 64 

[ Ngu. uku Thula = t o be quiet, stop speakin g] 

Tulbagh ch a ir [ 'toel, bax] n. pl. - s 

18. A chair similar to the Restoration Chair of the l atter half of the 

C 17 with a back consisting of a central spla~ or l ozen ge, often caned, 

between turned, twis ted uprights: the origin of the name is obscure: 

s e e quot. a l so at jonkmanskas 18 . 

. , . a few 1Tulbag li chairs were doubtless made, but probably not 
many, for it is a fairly elaborate type. Why, people ask, is it called 
a Tulbag h chair? The name seems to be recent and not traditional. 
C ert ainly i t has nothing t o do with the plac e of that name. On the 
other hand, if it h as been called after Governor Ryk Tulbagh ( 1715- 1771 ), 
the n it looks like an attempt to date it. But such a date is obviously too 
l ate. Baraitser and 0\:.holzer Cape Countr y Furniture 1971 

[unknown: see quot.] 

~!J? [ toelp] n. and n . modifier 

28, 13, 11. Any of several speci e s of Moraea or Homeria of the 

I r idaceae, with graceful showy flowers: highly toxic to s t ock, it is 

most dangerous after dry periods when it grows up together wit h new 

gr.ass: cattle used to i t know it and avoid it. 
' 

An abundance of the highly poisonous tulp plant (Moraea edulis) 
in the Grahamstown district could mean stock losses for un.s11Spec ting 
farm ers, and has already cost one more than R l 000. 11 There has been 
a great abundance of tulp thi s year, probably because of the good 
summer rains. 11 he said. Grocott' s Mail 19. 6 . 73 

as modifier and in combination ,.-.._. poisoni~ 11, b l ou(blue) ,.........., 

geel( yellow) r- , rooi(red)-...13 etc . 

T h ere i s a blaauw tuJJ?. or pale blue m~~ which g rows there 
and thi s when other vegetation is scanty the cattle devour with fatal 
effect to themselves . Alexander Western Africa II 1837 

[ Aik. fr . Du. cogn. tulip] 

>.'< Tuks [ t..,k s] n . proP.. 

34. See at Tukkie 19, 34. 
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tt:I.lpbrand [ 'to e lp, brant] n. 

11. Flagsmut: a dis eas e which attacks g rain, et•p. whea.t inS. A. 

Pl~nts :··obust with an untidy leaning straw ... susceptible to 
rust and vaalblaar and tulpbrand. Handbook ·. for Farmer s in S. A. 
1937 

turf [ t2,f, tcerf] n. and n. modifier 

11. In S . A. a soil type: s'Cicky black noritic soE, heavy, clayey and 

fertile: particularly favourable to the. cultivation of tobacco. 

Black noritic turf soils ... It [sic] is exceptionally high in 
clay content but produces a f ine textured lea -\- . . . Handbook for_ Farmers 
inS.A. 1936 · 

Wheat is cultivated on black clayey 
soil (turf), heavy red loam and also on sandy soils. Ibid. 

Also in combinations black~ , ,._ soil. 

He had seen Johnny Coen, .. . b y the mealie lands .. . busy 
scraping some of the wo r st turf soil off his veldskoens. . . . taking 
all the trouble to get the turf soil off his veldskoens and to get the turf 
soil off his fa ce "If he was coming her e to see us, well he wouldn't 
care how much black turf there was on his face.'' Bosman Jurie St evn' s 
Pos t Office 1971 

[ etym. dub. prob. rel. Du. turf = peat] 

turksvy Ltoerks 1 fe~, lt'&ks-] n. pl. - e 

14. The fruit of any of several species of Opuntia (prickly pear). also 

telo~iy~ 14, 2. [ Afk. fr. D. u. turks = turkish + vijg = fig] 
' 

Turlington, n. prop. 

16. One of the Dutch Medicines 16 : see quot. at Old Dutch Medicines 16. 

turnoff [ I t~nl Of] n. pl. - S 

31. A fork or branch r oad leading off usu. a bigger r oad, freq. with 

n. prop. as in the X ~ , being the road l eading to or coming from X . . 
. . . a collision between a bakkie and a car on the national road 

outside Moss e l Bay at the Vleesbaai turnoff. Het Suid \\"estern 2. 9 . 71 

[ fr. presum. vb to turn off (out of} a main road] 

_!:wa( a) gra~) [ 1 two.txras] n. 

11 28. Also toagrassz Bushman grass: a ny of sev eral f eath e ry species 

d:. Ari stida, impcrtant fo dder g rasses in the Kalahari. 

A specie,s of Aristida, 11 twa-gras", is the mo s t abundant g r ass , 
so f ar as i s known, in the I<alahari region and in the upper r egion of the 
Karoo . . . Wallace · Farming Indu s tries of the Cape <_;;:olony 1896 

[ fr. umTw~ = the self-s ty led name of the Bushmen] 
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t wak [ twak] n. inte::j. 

( 1) Col!. Slang. ~ .. I nterj. equiv . of rot, nonsense, r ubbish. 

Don't for get, a third of that bat's min~! 11 11 Twai-! 11 Pieter 
snorte d, •:Just try and bluff us with that one . . . Krige The Drean1. ar.d 
the Desert 1953 

Also as n. 

Honestly Mrs . B . I know I wrote a helluva lot of twak - I knew 
I ' d fail. Student ex Conway C . P. 1972 

(2) Coll. 8. Tobacco. 

If I have the convicts to work fo r me I always buy the m fat 
cracklings, c offee and twak - but the twak' s what they always ask for 
and what ,they like b est. George (C. P.) farm e r ex Wolrnaransstad 19 63 

[ Afk . twa:k = nonsense, or contraction of tabak = tobacco] 

twala ~twala] vb and n. 

2. 4b. An African c ustom practised among rural usu. heathen t ribes , by 

whi ch a bride is carried off by force by a prospective h usband. 

TWALA As a defence t o a charge of abduction . .. Si sson 
S . Afr . Lega l Dictionary 196 0 

The accused was never consulted before arrangements for her 
"twala11 were made . ... she was very unhappy with her husband. 
Pleading mitigation her council Adv. J. - asked the court to be l enient 
because Noranga was forced by her par ents to n1arry a man she did not 
l ove. She was "twalaed" (abduc t ed) he pointed out. Daily Dispatch 
13. 2 . 21 

[ Ngu. u ku Thwala = to carry off, abduct] 

.T¥Jeedenu wej aar [ 1 tw.ta dapyva 1 j cd.ri] n . prop. 

15. The second of January: a public holiday in the Cape and usu. 

second day of the Coon Carnival (qv) 15 . 

The Tweedenuwejaar saw the troupes with shields , and trophies 
cavorting through t he streets followed by enthusiastic s upporters . 
Cape Argus 5. 6. 7 1 

[ Afk. _!_~_de= second, ~ co~n. n e w, ~~~ cogn. year] 

tweetal~ [, tw~a 1 tQll.x, twi:-] adj. 

34, 4b, 29adj. See bilingual 4b, 34. 

Thi s wall chart, attractive . . . and tweetalig nogal, is to be 
distributed to a ll hospi tal s . . . Cape Times 2 1. 6. 7 3 

Deriv. as n . _,..,_ __ ;;.;:h~e~i..:;;d;z.., u se of or profici ency in both of:Elcial languages . 

Insist on 11 tweetaligheid" in the hotels if this 1nakes you fee l more 
at horne when spending the day away f r om Clocolan. T h E, Star 26. 10. 72 

~k . . twee cogn. two + taal fr. Du. taal = l anguage, tongue +adj. suff . 

.:ig cogn. - y + n. forming s u ff . -heid equiv. of -ness cogn. -hood fr . 

0 . E , -had= state of being] 

twi s t: [ tw! s (t)] n. a nd vb. --, 
27e, -f. Quarrel: found in place names Twistni.ct (as i mp. vb) and 

Lovers ' Twist as n. [ Afk. twis1 Du. twis_t = quarre l] 



tvge_!:, n. a.nd n . prefJS_ 

( 1) 6. See tiger 6. 

5lb 

(2) 27d. L eppard: found in plac e narnes Tyge;r-berg: see also (2)tier . 

[ fr . Du. tijg~ = leopard] 
I 
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u 

U.B.C. ['ju,bi'sil] ~..£1?.· 

2, 4b. Urban Bantu Council: an advisory board o f e l ected cou.n.cillo r s 

for an African township (qv) 4b, 22: see also qu ot. at beerhall 8, 15 . 

. . . the Councillor£: are disinterested becan se the U.B.C. has 
no more power than the 0ld advis.ory boards - only a grand new building, 
and the money would have been better spent on sc.hools . . . The law 
says: an urban bantu cou;1.dl and the members thereof shall exercise 
the powers and perform the functions · and duties which in terms of the 
Principal Act or any other law confined or imposed upon a Native 
Advisory Board established in terms of section 21 of that Act and the 
members there of respectively as if such counci 1 were a board so 
established. Post 28 . 6 . 70 '· 

[ acronym of above] 

U.D.F. ['ju,di ' ef] n.prop. 

20, 4b. Union Defence Force, former designation of the Permanent 

Force: see E::.E· 20, 4b. S. A. 's standing army. [acronym of above] 

\) 

ufufunyana [ u'fufti"n,jana] n . 

2, 16 ( 4b) . See mafufunyane/a 2, 16. 

uh1ak .... [ u' ¥aka, - ga] n. pl. izinh1aka 

2, 16, 19. An inyanga's (qv) 2, 16, 19 apprentice or travelling 

herbali st. 

UHLAKA ... an inyanga' s , native m e dicine man' s apprentic e . 
He requires a licence if he prac tises for gain. Bell ' s Legal Dictionary_ 
3rd edit. 1951 1 

[ Ngu. uhlaka = travelling herbalist who carries his medicines with him] 

uientjie ~oe1nk1, - c1] n . pl. - s 

14 . See uintjie 14. 

uintji e e oe1nk1, - cl] n. pl. - s 

(I) 28, 18. Common name for a troublesome weed _uintjie_.kweek, 

Cyperus rotundus which produces strings of very sma ll bulbs . 

I see that a preparation is being advertised for eradicating 
" Uintji es 11 in lawns . ·I have not yet heard of any success with it. 
Daily Dispatc h 18. 5 . 74 

( 2) 14 .. Any of numerous edible bulb s esp. the corms of certain 

Irida~~ including species of Moraea formerly much us e d by col onists 

as well as the i ndigenou s tribes: commented upon by early writers: 

see also wateruintjie 14. 

Many varieties of 1;.intjies (edible bulbs) a1·e found in the l<.aroo, 
Son1 e are eaten raw, others stewed with meat. Certain u intiies 
tas t e like chestnuts and make a stron g soup. Lawrence Gre~~_K;:~..roo 
1955\ 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ajuintje = a little onion] 



uitkoop [ 1 oe1\ktJap] n. 

4b, 30. " See quai:. 
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" - taking over by surviving spouse i.J,lstead of realising the 
property of the deceased, to make it over··· by the survtv1ng spouse at 
a valuation to be_ made by a sworn appraiser - or by any such person as 
the Master may approve." ·rThis is called uitkoop. Wille Principle.s 
of S.Afr. Law 1945 edit. 

[ Afk. lit. 'buy o~tt fr . Du. uit cogn. out+ kopen = to '::my] 

uitkyk [ 'oe'lt,kelk] n. and vb 

22. Look-out past or place: also place name 27e or f Uitkyk. 

Monday, May 28th, 1798. - The day being a fine one, we 
proposed going to the Out Keek, or look-out post, about four miles 
distant, to see the bay and adjacent country from the highest ground. 
Lady Anne Barnard Letters and Journals 1797- 1802 

[ Afk. fr. 1Du. uit cogn. out + kijken = to look] 

uitlander [ 'oe'l t 1landa ( r}] n. pl. - s 

4b, 19, (20) . Lit. 'outlander', alien or foreigner, a term current 

before the Anglo Boer War (qv) 20 applied esp. to English people 

resident in S. A . : see quat. at make a plan 29vb, 10. 

Obviously: the major concern should be the urbanised African, 
who i s being treated far worse than Paul Kruger ever treated the 
Uitlanders . . . Daily Dispatch 19. 6. 72 

The British Immigrant in South Africa 
does he remain an uitlander? Star 12. 7 . 73 

Is he a colo~ist, o r 

[ Afk. fr. Du. uitlander = alien] 

uitloop [_'oe~t,hJap] n. 

8, 7. Sp'rou'ted grain, malt: usu. kaffir corp (qv) 14: also called 

mtombo (qv) 28 used for brewing African beer; see kaffir beer, K . B . 

t s hwala 1 maiza, mgomboti all 2, 8. 

Ii cups kaffircorn that has to g row and is dry (known as !'uitloop") 
Ask your maid to get the ''uitloop'' as many of them use i t fo:r their 

own beer. It is obtainable in shops in the African tow·nships. Evening 
Post 8. I. 72 

[ Afk. fr . Du. uitlopen = to sprout] 

uits:hg_ [ 1 oe'lt1 s:Ex] n . 

27a. View, prospect: found in S . Air. place names Mooiuitsig, 

Blyvooruitsig: see also si__g, E_£_s jg, _ _gezicht 27. [ Afk. fr. Du. uitzicht = 

outlook, view] ( . 
~~\-'-'='~so._ ~- ~V.:J~ -J\) 
-~ ~,..t)-SO-
umfa.ah ft~m-;Ia...:n] n. pl. - s 

Angl. 19, 2. A young Afric a.n boy ofte n a Zulu, employed in a house o r 

garden esp. in Natal·. -..ee cpvo/;, o-f nkt>sa:.-x_£1-'?~, 

" Musta ng" complains about African youths being called 
umfaan whi c h i s , in a way, correc t. Drum 22. 11. 72 
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.•. young umfaans dancing au natur el.le at the roadside in the 
hopes of attracting sweets or coppers fr'?m passin g motori sts are in 
fact the young herd boys sent out to mind the family goats and cattle. 
The 1820 Sept. 1973 

[ Zu. umFana = a young boy] 

umfazi [ (~)m 1faz!J n. p l. aba-, -s 

( 1}, 19, 2 . A mode of r eference, also address, to a wife or married 

woman, cf. ntombi ( 1), 19, 2: see also abafa zi , _!azi J. 9, 1, 2. 

Jus t as my men were in the act of firing , they called Umfasi, 
w e then saw they were Women. Thomas Stubbs Reminiscences II 
1874- 6 

We did not worry people in the streets. We wer e out looking for 
fun with our bafazi' s and here come these Vikings. D rum 8. 4 . 72 

[ Ngu. ur:nFazi = woman, wife] 

umfundisi [ (tlh{l'fundtsl, - 1f'\1n'dizl] .!!· \ 

1, 19, 4a. A mode of address or ::::efer~nce t o a priest oc c . to a 
X 

ea:J?_ned man or teacher, cf . Rabbi: also Angl. form (Coli. ) fundi (qv} 

No Minister of religi on doubted hi s profession or minimi sed his 
ability. 11Mfundizi - Moruti - Minister, 11 they reverently addressed him . 
Dikobe The Marabi Dance 1970 

Job's comforters are the umfundisi and a cheerful scavenger 
from the municipal rubbish dump. E. Province Heral d 6. 8. 73 

[ Ngu. umFundisi = teacher, minister] 

v, Unt kulunkulu [ ( ~)'j 1kulun1kulu] n . prop. 

2 . God, t he Almighty: ( 1) previously the 'first man' : see C a llaway 

quot.: (2) now the term of address or referenc e adopted by the Zulu 

for the Chris tian deity. cf. T ixo 2, 9. 

The Unkulunkulu par excellence, the first man, i s no where 
wor,shipped. No,:<isibongo of his i s known. The worship, therefore, of 
him 'according to native worship is no longer possible. Callaway 
Religious System . af the Amazulu 1884 >:< isibongo = clan name 

T h e ex..s.ct spiritu~p~sition he_l,d ·i-p the Z1a·ru- rvind b_y.... the 
1Jriil<julun~1:\l, ..\th~ q~d"'- O~d - th~- 6reat - G reat , the .. Lord of-.Heav~n 
'Ride\r Haggard ~da the Lil'Y 1·895 '-. '--

[ Zu. u n Kulunkulu = lit. Great - great, hence God·, see also pl. izibon o-o 
' = praiSe n ame , praises] c -. 

umlu~~ ['~.m 1 lung'6.] n . pl. - s , abe-

l, 19 , 2. A white man: see m luno-u 1, 19, 2. 

··umnumza.na [ (u)m •n'i':tmtzan(a)] n . 

1, 19 , 2 . Lit. ' Chief', ' headman' used a s equiv. of Sir, tvfaster: 

see mnumzanE_Ll!:_l , 19, 2. cf. nkosi 1, 19, 2 . 

. . . ther e i s the old African family retainer who w ent to the Boer 
War with Grandpa and now goes round saying: 'Go well, cr..ild, 1 and 
' stay w ell, umnum7.ana 1 • • • Mackenzie A :r;:>ragon to Kill 19 63 

[N N I - l' f gu. urn um :c..ane a . -· c.ne , headman] 



umtagc:tthi [,um,ta' gat'(] n. and modifier. pl. ama-

16, 2. See tagati lo, 2. 

utywa l a [~lcwala] n. 
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2, 8. See tshwala 2, 8. Xh. general term for alcoholi c drink, also 

for African beer: see mgomboti 2, 8, kaffir beer 2, 8. 

um:z.imbete, -beet, - biet [ um,zl'~bete, .!bit, - b1't] n. 

2, 32, 18. Ironwoo d: the flowering tree Millettia grandis and its 

exceptionally hard timber, a lso called 'kaffi r ironwood, 1 a tree protected 

in ·Natal. [See also mopane 32, 18 known by some as 'ironwood'.] 

Many South Africans know the wood of Umzimbeet (which word i s 
a corruption of the Xhosa and Zulu umSimbithi, meaning iron- wood) . 
Until i ts use was protectively stopped, it w a s the favourite wood for 
the tribal craft o f _malting walking- sticks and knobkerries . E. Province 
Herald 12. 1. 72 

[ Ngu. umSimbithi = i -ron wood (tree)] 

EE,cle, n. pl. - s 

1, 19. A mode of address or reference t o an older man, also oom 

(qv) 1, 19: see tannie, tante and auntie 1, 19: as a mode of reference 

sign. ' man', 1 gentleman. 1 

We met a ding y old farmer going to his work on Bultfontein. 
"Good m o rning , u n cleJ" said Mr. Fry. 11Good morning, brother! 11 

returned the boer. Boyle To the Cape for Diamonds 1873 

11I KI LLED OOM PIET." SAYS ACQUIT T ED MAN "As I enter e d 
the station to catch my train for work, I h eard a young boy a sking his 
mother : 'Wha t's wrong with that uncle?' and hi s mothe r said ·1He1 s 
dead. 1 Daily Dispatc h Date mislaid circa 1969 

[ Usu. trans. Afk . .£9El =uncle :~ ~~ .oY OO\M] 

under , prep. 

Substand. 29prep. Used as equiv. of 'among. 1 

1839 Dec 23 frigh tful sickness unde r my Flocks a bout 150 
affected &. 10 dead the last t hree days . 

1842 25 March Ti ger got unde r the wethers & killed 8 or 9. 
Collett' s MS. Di~.E .. Y.)I 

The cat aloguing is s ho ckin g : under the plays you find a volume 
of poe try . . . Bilingual Spe aker Apr. 1974 

[ trans lit. Afk . onder = among] 

underground, n .. See addenda p 586 

}lnimprove<1_ partie . modifie~ 

11, 18, (30). Of or pertai ning to l and without i :nprovement s (qv } 11, 18: 

t e r m used in advts . of land sales . 

U n i o_!}1 the ..E:..:_1?...!.2.P...:. 

4,b. Previ ou s designation of the Republ ic (qv) 4b. before th e referendum 

of 1960, cf. the United Slates. 
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.. . so f a r as our essential food r equirements are concerned, the 
Union is today practi cally innependent of imjjorts . With the exception 
of luxury articles s,1ch as coffee, t ea and whisky, ri ce is practically the 
only article . .. still being i mported . . . Handbook for Farmers inS. A. -- ------1937 

"the Union'' means the territorial limits of t h e Uirion of South 
Africa. Union Statutes 16. 5. 57 

[ abbr. Union of Sot·,th Africa] 

Unis a [ ,ju'nisa, ,ju'na:rsa] n. prop. 

34. Univ:~rsity of S~uth Afri ca, Pretori_a. 

New posts at Unisa A record number of new academi c appoint-
ments has been rna de by the Unive rsity of South Africa. Rand Daily 
Mail 29. 1. 71 

[ac ronym of above] 

Uni ted Par!,y, n . prop. 

4b. Also U.P . 4b. The party formed in 1934 by the coalition of 

1 Nat en Sap' both (qv) 4b, o f which t he present National Party {l) H.N.P. 4b 

was orig. a splin ter g r oup. 

DEBATE ON SWING TO U.P. A new emer gen ce of 11 a moral 
sense of difference between what i s right and what i s wrong," had Jed 
the swingaway from the Nationalist Party, according to Mr. R . -
t he fo rmer independent MPC for Umkornaas, who r ecently joined the 
United Party. Daily News 3. 6. 70 

l}J\R~\u.-Y"'\\'~~v.... ~'f. 51'1 

unwisseld [ 1 /\n
1v.I:sald] neg. partie. modifier 

11, 29 adj . Of or pertaining t o a lamb which has n ot shed i ts milk teeth: 

see ... vis sel 11 , 29vb . [Eng. n eg. prefx ~ + parti e . o f Afk. f r. Du. 

vb wis selen= to shed teeth] 

U.P. [,ju'pi:] n._Erop, modifier 

4b. S ee United Party 4b. 

u p country, adv. pl. !!.: and modifi er 

( 1) 2.9adj / adv. 22. As adv. p l. sign. ' in t h e i nterior, ' 'away from the 

coast' etc. Also Austr. [Also occ . remote from cities cf. backveld, 

in the] 

June 2 1864 In point of fact, putting coloured people to one side, 
you only rneet Europeans her e . Ther e are scarcely any Dutch famili es 
in Durban, although they abound "up country" . Life at Natal 100 Years 
A_g9__by a Lad_y_ 1972 edit. 

(2) 10. As.£· sign. the interior, far-away parts etc. 

The Dutch acound Cape Town ( I don't know anything of ' up country' } 
a r e sulky and dispirited . . . Lady Duff Gordon Lett~ 186 1- 2 

( 3) 10. As modifier sign. ' from the interior, 1 ' platteland' cf. out of 

town: see also quot. at tsetse fly 21. 
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The highlight ... '.'~.>ill be the Southern Cape :~~ew Year r egatta 
which is widely advertis e d ... throughout the coum:ry and attracts a 
large number of up- count:·~Y yachtsmen. E. Provin•::e Herald 2. 10. 73 

[ prob. fr. A.fk. use binnel.and n. = interior, and_l2:innelan33.. adi. and adv. 

and f:r. fact that the interior is at a higher altitude] 

U .P.E. [ 1ju1pi'iJ n. prop., modifier 

34. University of Port Elizabeth: see also Uppie 34, 19. 

Record for U.P.E. sprinter. Evening Post 20. 3. 71 

[ acronym of above] 

up north, adv. p. 

20. World War II term: going or being sent~ for S. Afr. soldiers 

sign. posting to the N. African (Egyptian) theatre of war : see :r.ed oath/ 

tabs /flashes 20. 

The Royal Natal Carbineers were called up and seven out of the 
eight male clerks at Electricity House went Up North with them . 
Personality 12.7.74 

Uppie [ '1\PlJ n. prop. pl. - s 

19, 34. A student of the University of Port Eli zabeth: eee U.P.E. 34. 

R hodes kicked off with Uppies facing a weak sun. Evening Post 
19.5.73 

[ fr . acronym U . P . E . J 

upsaddle, vb intrns. 

31, 29vb. To saddle a horse, 'saddle up' : see also off saddle 29vb. 

Leaping out of bed Christiaan roared out: 11 Upsaddle, eve rybody! 11 

and within an hour the whole camp had been shifted miles across the 
veld, . . . Eric Rosenthal General De Wet 1946 

[ tram(lit) Afk. opsaal fr. Du. opzadelen = to saddle up] 

usutu [.U.• sut\i] interj . 

2, 20, 9. A Zulu battle cry. 

At nearby Hammarsdale . . . a crowd of 200 was dispersed by 
police with t ear g as after the demonstrators had brandished clubs and 
chanted 11 Usutu11 , a traditional Zulu war cry. Time 19. 2. 73 

[ prob. Zu. uSuthu = the ruling section of the Zulu; Zulu Royal House] 
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v 

vaal- [fct.:l] adj. 

( 1) 29adj, 28. Grey, dun, fawn, prefx in nume ro r.ts plant names e. g . 

,......_., bos (qv) 28; ,....._ bo·:m: 321 TerminG.il.ia seric:e~ ,__. brak 28, 

see brak(bos) 28; .............._do ring, Acacia haematoxylon, see do ring_ 32; 

r--' sewejaartjie, 13, He.Lichrvsu:m argyrophyllu m. 

(2) 29adj., 6, 3. Grey, ·lun, fawn, prefx to names of animals, birds 
~ '<"~\,.\o.o'K,(. . 

and fish: ~ hartebees · 6, see hartebees(t); -- ribbok 6; ~valk(ic: ; " . 
3, see valk3; ~ haai(shark) 12; ,........_, korhaan 3, Otis, see korhaan 3; 

f"'-../ spreeu 3~ see soreeu 3. 

(3) 27j. Grey, fawn: found in S./Vr. place names Vaalhoek, Vaalplaas , 

Vaalwater; Vaalriv(i)er, Transvaal (sign. here Vaal river) 

(4) Prefx to other items -..... blaar (qv) 11; ,......_ japie (qv) 8; 

~ pens (qv) 23 . 

Straight to t hat v aal koppj e (g rey hill), and there off- s addle 
for a bit . • . Farini Thro,21g h the Kalahari 1886 

[ Afk. fr. Du. v a al= ash coloured, tawny] 

vaal blaa r [ 1 f Q.:l, blQ.: r] n. 

11. S e ptori a : a di s eas e to whi ch certain varieties of wheat ar e subject. 

In the past f e w years m a ny of the well-known old wheat v arieti e s 
have disappeared .... This has b een due chiefly to the inva sions o f 
rust ... and of v a alblaar (Septoria s pp.) Handbook for· F a r mer s 
inS.A. 1937 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vaa l= ash- coloured, tawny + blaar :::: leaf] 

vaalbo s ['fa:l ,b:1s] .!!· pl. -se 

I I. Tarchona nthu s campho~_atus, a shrub or sm a ll tr e e extr e m e ly 

drought resistant and therefore an i m portant source of fodde r i n dry 

parts of the country s uch a s B otswana and the Kala hari: s uch p ar t s 

are know~ a s ~ veld 11, 22. 

People say th ey enjoy l ife in Sishen, where not so long a go the 
bare ground sus t a ined only vaalbos. The s e days , too, water is no 
long er such a p r oblem. Panorama Feb. 1971 

[ Afk . fr. Du. vaal = a s h col our e d, tawny+ bosch co gn. bu s h] 

8. R aw, y ou ng win e : 

r e d n e d, bulk cla ret; 

n. 

see quot. , also at k op- e n-_poo tji e_§ 7. 

C a n a d. pinkie, ch eap wine. 

d . A u s t r . 

J.(o1:l :R.§ wjne, R 8 1: IllaW r e e l;rp t ahont s ix lllOIItL s 1 old, i s k:aown ti S 
Vaaljapie .. . ~Li s :H;.. the favouri t e everyday d r inl: of the Cape colou red 
f a rm l a b o u rer; a nd in some dist1·icts i t is difficult t o ge t the heavy 
work of harver; ting or s h earing done witho u t regula-;: t o ts o£ Vaaljapie . 
It tal~es i t.~ rtame horn-its tawny colou r , tiwttgl:! some v;;uoie t i e c a 1e 1scl.. 
L awr ence Green Land of Afternoon 1949 

7 [ Afk . vaal japi e = -:-ew .:rough wine] 
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2vaaljapie, n . prop. <~nd modifier 

31, 11. A small greyL;h coloured tractor. 

XYZ Tractor (This Vaal Japie) Exceilent condition with many 
spares . . . Rand Daily Mail Advt. 5. 3. 71 

as modifier: 

PQR VAALJAPIE belt pulley to dri ve hammermill, like new. 
Fa~mer' s Weekly Advt. 30. 5 . 7 3 . 

[ fr . colour of body] 

Vaal pens [ ' fo..:l,pens] ..!!· : pl. - e 

( 1) 19 . A Transvaler: one from the Transvaal. 

For the past 50 years and more Free Stat ers have been known 
among Dutch- speaking South Africans as Blikore ( tin ears), Transvalers 
as Vaalpens and Cape Colonials as Woltone. The Star 1. 5 . 34 cit. Swart 
19 34 (Africanderisms: Supplement) 

(2} 23. A member of the Ba-Kalahari tribe of Bushmen. 

Early on the morning oi Jul y 31st, the Vaalpens 1·eported that 
one of our oxen had been maul ed ... . We saddled up and with three 
Vaal pens soon found where the lion had caught the ox. E. Province 
Herald 2 8 . 9 . 19 16 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~! = ash- coloured, tawny + .E ens = belly cogn. paunch] 

va( a }tjie ~fa:r.k1, - cl] n. pl. - s 

8 , 18. A small keg, cask or firkin: also i n water ,._, (Hist. ) 20, a 

soldier ' s carrying canteen: other combinations wyn / wine ~ 8, 

sout / salt ,....._. 18. 

No doubt many a shooting party assembled on the beach with a 
sheep for their braaivleis, a vaatjie of wine and a sack of sweet potatoes 
for their embers . Lawrence Green . Grow Lovely)Gro't'ing Old 1951 

If you put raw witblits into a little wooden vaatjie and keep it 
there it'll be ' brandy at the end of three years. Wine Merchant, George 
Cape 1972 · 

[ Afk. fr . Du. vaat = keg + dimin. suff. :...Ji.i) 

vabond [ 1fo..1 b'5nt] ..!!· pl. - s 

19, 10 . Ras cal, good-for-nothing. d. Austr. vag. 

The policeman laughed. "All right, you old va'bond! You can 
have the whole five pounds.11 Meiring Candle in the \Vind 19 59 

[ Afk. fr . Du. vagebond cogn. vagabond] 

Vader land [ 1fo..d<:l ( r ),lant] n. (prop). n . modifier and prefx 

( 1) · As ~..2.P.· Die .__, : an Afrikaans newspaper. 

( 2) n. modifier: Hist. r--- volk 23; 

cattle 11. 

<""-..lcattle 1 1, see Fatherland. 

They style themselves Africaners, and distinguish all thos e who 
come frmn even any part of Europe as Vaderland Volk, or Fatherland 
people. Philipps Occurrences in Albany and Caffer-l.and 1827 

( 3) 28 . Prefx to plant names : 1--....._ {s ) riet 28 {reed) Ph1·agmitcs communi~; ·· 

"- ( s ) roo_g~out 32, }:\:.ig~ebria africana; f.....,__ (s )wila(erboom ) willow 

tree, any of several species of Combretun_:! having a likeness to a willow 

( s a. ~~f.:) • 
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vaderlands ... given by the colonists to several plant::; they 
observed ln their migra.tions which recalled or suggested similar forms 
in their h~meland. It is also used in the sense of 'indigenous'. 
C.A. Smith Common Names of S. Afr. Plants 19 66 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vader cogn. father +land= country] 

[ ~ '.J J vadoek 1fa1 duk, f<:ifh1k n. pl. -s 

18. A linen tea or glass- cloth or more freq. any cloth for wiping up 

spills, cleaning surfaces ·~tc . 

Vaatdoek . . • A common clout used for the thousand and one 
things that a damp cloth is needed for in the kitchen. Pettman 
Africanderisms 1913 

[ Aik. fr. Du. vaatdoek, vadoek = dish- cloth { vaat = crockery, hollow­

ware)] 

-valk(ie} [ 'falk{!)] n ; u su. su££. 

3 . Hawk, falcon, kestrel: s uffixed to the nar:'1es of several 

species <J he Falconidae e . g. rooi ~ , E,ZS£1 __. , edel(nobA, 

.;;;..:.:...;;;=..)...=...:.:...::::.;;..;;.!.-___.~~etc. [ Afk. fr. Du. falk cogn.. falcon] 

Vander Hum [,vaenda 1hl\m, 1 fandd{r) 1h~m] n. pr<?_-e_. 

8. A _ S. Air. liqueur flavoured with naa~tjie {qv) 14 peel. 

That was the time when every farmer made three liqueurs for 
household use - Jan Groentjie (peppermint), aniseed and Van der Hum. 
They were known as "the green, the white and the brown", and the 
guest h a d to taste all three before he departed. Lawrence Green 
Land of Afternoon 1949 

The most famous South African liqueur is undoubtedly Van d F;! r 
Hum with its tangerine flavour, and it has remained popular since the 
early days of settlement at the Cape. According to tradition the name 
is d e rived from a sea captain, Vander Hum, who had a special liking 
for this liqueur. Opperman Spirit of the Vine 1968 

[ see sec ond quot.] 

Vander Merwe. Lfanda(r) 'merva, '-mava] .E· prop. and n. m?dif~er 

10, 15. A comic Afrikaans folk figure Koos r......_; from Pofadder (qv) 

C. P. the 'hero' of numerous ,-...._.. jokes or ~stories 15. 

Being able to speak Af r ikaa ns is s uddenly " in'' and telling van 
der M erwe jokes with an English accent is r eally 11in11 • {Even if the 
punchline seems faintly ob scure.) The Star 10. 10. 73 

~-Didn!t think they' d do such a quick job on the wall, eh? 
Sounds like a van d er Merwe story. I can't believe it ... 

Andre Brink and W .H . Hewitt The Birds {T1·ans. } 1973 

~ ~'r.oJ-~~~ ~ - 5&6. 

varklelie / blom [' fa{r )k ,Ir.elr, 1-blom] n . pl. - s , -me 

13. . z~ntedcschia ( calla) aethiop_ica2 usu . ..J2i.glily (qv) 13 or Arum lily 

fr. the sin1ilarity t o t h e Arum of Ettrope; forrne :dy us e d medicinally. 
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. . . the medicine chest of the Cape Flats is not without vi rtue 
For rheumatism there is varkblom, which rnust be ::1eatc d beiore being 
applied to the skin. Lawrence Green Tavern of the ?eas 1 9-~7 

[ Afk. fr. Du. varken = pig + blo ( e)m cogn. bloom, ]:~lie cogn. lily] 

varkJ2an ['fa(r)k,pan] n . pl. -ne, -s 
Sect. Army: 

18, 20 . ... National Servicemen's term: a compartmented metal lunch 

tin: see also mine~~' vasbvt, blod~, blougat, ~man, roofie.z. all 20. 

OK, so you've finished complaining about the chow . ... polishing 
your area, washing your varkpan, ... counting your baie dae - and 
you're slacking it up with nobody to bug you. Scope 10. 1. 75 

[ Afk. vark = pig + pan= dish] 

vasbyt [ 1fas , be-s:t] vb usu. imp., interj . 

( 1) 20, 10, 29vb. Sect . Army: term among National Servicemen 20, 19, eqiv. 

of ' hang on', ' grin and bear it', 'bite on the bullet' etc. : see quot. at 

ouman 20, bite one's teeth 20 . 

. . . all we can say is "Keep your hair on boys - Vasbyt Mindae! 11 

Grocottts Mail 19. 11.74 

( 2) 20, 10 . The slogan of the Parachute Battalion . 

. . . if you live another month - Vasbyt! Va sbyt! - yo•.1 may 
achieve the ecstasy of floating down the silent sky under a silken 
parachute. Nobody lets you forget that the Parachute Battalion' s s logan 
is 11 Vasbyt! 11 Sunday Times 12. 3 . 72 

[ Afk. fr . Du. vas = firmly cogn. fast + bijten = to bite] 

vasmaak e'<ve / vasmaker ['fas,ma.k\ju, 'fas,mu.ka (r)] n. 

11. A ewe which rejects its lamb and will not sue kle it ·mthout fir s t 

b e ing tied up - thought by Eng. speaking children to be a sheep that 

'makes a fuss' fr. pron. [ fr. Afk. _yasmaakooi fr . Du. vast= secure 

+ paken = to make + ooi _:::ewe] 

vastr a p [ 'fas, trap] n. and n modifier , also vb 

( l) 15 . Lit. 'firm tread' , a fast dance danced to poere-musiek (qv) 15, 

often by country people : see also ticke)kdraai 15, opskud 15 . . 

Lena's s till got a vas trap in h e r old l egs. You want to dance 
Boesman. Not t oo late to learn. Fugard Boesma n and Lena 19 69 

( 2} A dance or 'hop' in the country, also c alle d a sh~epskin 15, 

.£l?.Skucl 15 or ( 3 )velskoen 15 all (qv). 

A country d ance i s often referred to as a vastrap or a velskoen. 
Most of the early writers a t the Cape had something to say about the 
fondness of the people for dancing . . .. Many tunes heard at a vastrap 
are narneles s , for t h ey are composed on the farms by the players 
themselves . Lawrence Gree n Land of Afternoon 1949 

as modifier ,-.....,music. 

Concerti.na and guitar rnusi c goes on until dawn with f e w interval ~-, 
but with many rounds o£ va.aliapie and brandy. You remember the 
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candle light, the .,YE-St~music, the supper of kc.E.::..£n-pootiies ... 
Lawrence Green -·~ Gia~t in Hiding 1970 

as vb; see quot. a t yoffertjie 7. 

[Afk. fr. Du. vasttrappe!]- = to stamp, tread down] 

vat en sit [,fatan 1 S.f..t] vb phr. or modifier 

Col!. [ A. E.] 2, 10. See quot. 

A girl who if; foolish enough to ~gree to live with a n1an, as man 
and wife, known as 'vat en sit 1 jus t take and sit', or ' keep', hoping t hat 
eventually he will decide to marr y her, is entertaining ialse hopes . 
There inevitabl y comes the day when he fancies someone else and tries 
to ge t rid of his vat en sit woman. Longmore The Dispossessec! 1959 

A s modifier: see above"~ woman 19, 2; also ~ marriage. 

Somewhat of a philosopher he will tell anybody who is prepared 
to listen that vat en sit marriages have been bl essed by the gods seeing 
as the Little Woman will never nag or threaten to institute divorce 
pr_oceedings . . . Drum 8. 3. 74 

[ see first quot.] 

v atterig [ 'fata 1 r:tx] adj . 

Slang. 10, 29adj . Of or pertaining to one who cannot 'keep his h ands 

to himself. 1 

lt' s always a bit worrying when these·"' boys start getting vatterig 
with each other. Mother ex Johannesburg 15. 8 . 74 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vatten = to take, catch+ adj. forming suff. -ig cogn . .:.iJ 

vee [fi: , f:x.a] collective n. 

11. Domesti c livestock: usu. cattle, sheep, goats : see stock 11. 

Decembe r 6th set off this Morning up the Country to Pllrchase 
V ee for Slaughter. 

13 returned hom e to day having purchased 56 Sheep & 9 Beast. 
Collett's MS. Diary I 1836 

In combination ,........___ plaas / place (qv) 11; ""'--boer (qv) 19, 11; 

r-..- kraal 11, a kraal {qv) 11, 18 in which to pen dome s tic ar>..imals ; 

skut/schut ~"""'-/ 11, impounded ani mals ; see skut 4b, 11. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~~ = domestic livestock cogn. O.E. f~h.= cattle] 

veeboer [ 'f:ta, bu: r, 'fi: -] n . pl. - s , - e 

19 , 1 1. 

19, 11. 

A stock farme r or grazier, sometimes nomadic: see trekboer 

H ere the free burghe:rs, the vee-Boe1·s, rapidly acquired 
qualities unknown to the more sedate residents of Table Valley. . . They 
l earned woodcraft, veldcraft. They became backwoodsrnen, men of the 
veld . . . T h e vee- Boers were grazing their cattle northward and east­
wards in a "\vorld aliv e with a bewildering tangle of Hottentot and 
Bushman clans . Mockford Here areS. Africans 194·4 

[ Afk. f r . Du. ~ (qv) = livestock +boer= farmer] 
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veeplaas [ 1fJ:0 1 plo...s, fi:-] n. pl. -e (-en). 

11. Also veeplace 11: c-. stock farm used for gra·l.ing not agriculture. 

The farms, 11few and far between", are mere vee- plaatzen, or 
cattle places, without in general the cornfort of a garden, or the rneans 
of cultivating a single blaj e of corn. Thompson Tra.vels in S. A. II 1827 

27 August Tracke;~ to day with my Bucks to the Vee Place 
Collett's MS. Diary I 18 38 

27 e. A place name E. Cape Veeplaas. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ (qv) = stock + plaats cogn. place usu. sign. farm] 

~.J?lac e, n. pl. - s 

11. See veeplaas 11. 

veg:- [fex] n. prefx 

27e. Battle, combat: f ound in place nam e V egkop. 

prefx in arn1y rank ,.......___ generaal 19, 20. e t c. 

20. Comba t-

[ Afk. _veg =fight, lliand vbr We will appoint a burgher who knows all 
- - about fighting to act under you, " Kruger 

said, "and call him the Ve ggeneraal. Brett Young City of CJ:old 1940 

veld( t) [felt] n, n. prfx and suff. , n. prop. 

22, 11, 27a, ZOJ 17. Term in general S. Air. use sign. the countryside, 

landf' -:ape, flat or hilly, or any non-urban area: see { l)veld 22. cf. 

Austr. N. Z. bush and coxnpounds, Canad. prai rie-, bu s h- and 

compounds: farming land or grazing, see (2)veld J 1: an elen:1ent in 

place names, see (3) veld 27a, andadministrative or military p refx, see 

(4)ve1d 4b, 17: also obs. form field (qv) 22, 11, 26. 

The word v eld, as u sed by South Africans, can be puzzling. 
Many a stranger has the idea that it refers to some definite locality . 
. . . But you soon learn that there are all kinds of veld. There is 
sweet-veld and sour-veld, high-veld and low-veld, back-veld and sand­
veld, cold-veld and warmveld a nd bushveld .... the word is used ... 
to des cribe grazing c ountry anywhere, and also to describe what kind 
of grazing it is. So a South African could sigh f or the veld in general 
but if he were buying a farm, he would want to know what p articular 
kind of veld it was. H. V. Morton In Search of S. A. 1948 

[ Afk. fr. Du. veld= field, used as general equiv. of 1 country1] 

( 1) .:y,eld, n. 

22. ~he S . f ,.£-r . countryside, l and scape etc. cf . Au str. bush. t t. J · d~ 
{\7 ;.' C( C• . , ; . .;· . ., . ' ~ 

On Saturdays · w e gen erally w e nt f o r a Hunt, a n d on c oming 
Horne all game that had b een shot was equally divide d, I never h a d 
h appi e r days than with them o ut in the Veldt . Thomas Stubbs 
Reminisc e nces 1876 

( l)vel~, attrib. a nd in combina tion 

[S ec a l so a tt ri.b. and combi n ath1n forms at ( 2 )_vel d 11, ( 3 )yels.!__2 7a, 

( 4) y_~_9. nJ ,. ........ -./ and vlei (qv) 34, ~:::-" ·b_!_~H:~k ~ ,...._,_, craft {qv) 

2 0, .. r::::_fcve_£ (qv) 34, _;--. . .._,fi re , --""- flo w e r( s )_, -..,__,..leo~ (qv) 5, Z8 

.-.....<.P.9_!2de (qv) Z1, 20, ..::::-,; r_~!. 6, _:~!:..."l'TI£5.!.1" (qv ) 16, .... -""'::: s~cocn 

see _yc l~koen 5, ~..., s ore (qv) 16, .::_-.... ...... ~nt J.8. Also back ,.._:~_ ( qv) 22, 
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bont ( e} ,......_,. (q?} 22, bush '""--:::. {qv) 22, eland ,..........,:::_ (qv) 22, Jonas ,__, 

(dolomite} 11, 22, kalk ,..-...- ( chalk, lime} 22, 11, Kar(r)oo__, (qv) 22, 

sand r--_, (qv} 11, 22, sa and r--.J (qv) 22., thorr:. ---' (qvj 22, 11, 

vlakte r--- (qv) 2 2, vlei '~ (qv) 11 

(!}Veld- and- Vlei ( s choon n. prop. 

34, 20. A camp, someti r."leS known as an 'Adventure School' founded in 

1958 by F. Spencer Chapman for developing self:-reliance and toughness 

in boys of school age. cf. Brit. ' Outward Bound' schools, N . z. health 

camp. 

t h ey all come with different ideas about what to expect from 
Veld and Vle i, South Africa's adventure school for boys. It takes just 
a few painful days for them to learn that Veld and Vlei has more than 
deserved i ts repu tation for being one of the toughest schools of its kind. 
Panorama Aug. 1970 __,__ __ ;-:, 
[ fr. ( l}veld_ (qv} 22 + vlei (qv) 22 = lake, swamp etc.] 

{l}vel(d)broek [ 'fel( t}, bruk] n. pl. - s 

5 . See crackers 5. 

( l}veJdcraft [ 1felt,kro . .ft] n. 

20. Knowledge of the ( l)~ld (qv) 22 and of its phenomena. cf. Austr . 

bushcraft, Canad. bushlore/ craft: see also quot. a t vee boer 19, 16. 

Nosikaas, that mag nificent specimen ... whose unrivalled 
veldc raft and wonderful constitution enables him to live h w.ppil y and 
comfortably under conditi ons that n o whit e rnan could have endured. 
Vi ctor P ohl The Dawn and After 1964 

( l) veld fever, n . 

16, ( 31) . A nostalgia for the veld and open spaces ( a common theme in 

much Afri kaans poetry.] cf. tr ekgees (qv} 16, 31. 

Veld f ever is a malady, a longing i ndesc ribabl e, which comes 
over many S o·u th Afri can s , who h a ve lived muc h on the veld 
Mrs . Lione l Phillips S . Afr. Recollections cit. Pettman 

(l)veldkos [ 1 f elt,k~ s] n. 

7, 28. F ood such as the { l)veld {qv) 22 will furnish, fungi and other 

p l a nts, occ. rodents or other small animals. cf. Austr . bus h tucker . 

. . . the y are lazy folk, and when game i s s car ce they are content 
to loaf while their women gather y_eldl<:os or dig up uintjie bulbs to be 
baked in hot ashes . Birkby Thi r stland T reks 1936 

[ .Afk. fr. Du . v eld= fie ld ( count!'y} + kost = food , vic tu a ls] 

{ l)ve ld pond( e ) [ ' felt, pond(a }] n . u s u. pl. 

24, 20. Gold Kruger coinage struck during the Anglo Boer War (qv ) 20 

on an improvi sed mint in the v e ld at Pilgrirn 1 s R est. cf. Kruger r a nd at 

(4) rand 24. · 
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On the f,ite is t he machinery of the 11 n1int i n the field" with which 
the Boers m ade their c o ins, the 11veld ponde ", d.uring the Anglo Boer 
War. Panorama Dec . 1973 

[ Afk. fr. Du. velc!_ sign . either ( l)_y_eld 22 or (b attle)field as in ( 4)veld 

4b, 20 + p ond cogn. pound + pl. suff. - e] 

( ! )veld remed:Y• n. p1. - 1es 

16. Remedy consisting oi plant o r other materi;:.ls whic h the ( l )veld 

(qv) 2 2 provides, e . g . cobwe bs to stop bleeding, num e rous m e dicinally 

u sed pla.nts; Sd- c;J...!OQ 'QO'O'f~'("'~ ,\'-

As a m e dicine it is interesting , that's all . And like othe r veld 
r emedies you have people who swear by them and others who swear 
at them . Cape Times J. 6. 73 

( 1)veldsko_e~ [ ' f e lt, sktln] E.• pl. - s, - e 

5 . See velskoen 5. 

( 1)veld sore, n. pl. - s 

1 6. A skin eruption thought to b e caused either by weather conditio ns 

o r dietary defi ciency. cf. Desert sore, Austr . Barcoo rot: see at 

patat 14. 

My 'ands are spotty with veldt-sores, my 
shirt i s a button a n' frill, 

An' the t hings I' ve used my bay·'nit 
would mak e a tinker ill! 

Kipling The Five Nations 1903 

( 2 )v e ld, n . and n. m odifier 

11. Grazing land, or the grazing, indige nous or planted, supported by 

it: see qua t. at s waer 1, 19; veld cam...E_ 11, a l so field 22, 11. d . Canad. 
range l ana. 

As the Veldt was complete ly done , they asked me to h e lp the m t o 
remove to another f a rm. Thomas Stubbs Remini scen ces 1876 

Aroun d Stutterheim the sweet-veld was not a s good as the sour-
veld and the protein content of the v eld started falling . Daily Dispatch 
9 . 3.72 

[from ( l)ve ld] 

( 2 )veld, a ttrib . and in combination 

11, 22, 29adj, 29adv. t Sec also attrib . and combination at ( l}vel~ 

( 3)veld, ( 4 )vel d J r"--' burnin~ {qv) 11, ~ Ca.!E.£ (qv ) 11, ~ cattle 

(qv) 11, ,-....._.. damage (qv) 11, ,....__,. deterioration, ,.. . ........, g r ass_ (qv) 11, 

r--.,J h ay (qv) 11, ~ manage~ent (qv) ll, --.....,; , off the (qv} 11, 29ad•" 

.-.._/ rec:.red {qv ) 11, 29adj, ~ reinforcemen~ (qv ) 11, ~_!_EU?lac.£.:_ 

ment (qv) 11, r----"' r est~,.!!g_, ,-...._, sickness {qv) 1 1, ,....._ type (qv) 11; 

also~.!:!:...~_::__ {qv) 11, 22, ( ge}brokcn r~ (qv) 11 sec ~ t broken 11, 

bus h ,.,-.,.,. ( q v} 11, 22, gra ss ro._., 11 see veld.z....£.!~ 11, Kar(doo (qv} 

11, 22., mixed r-.,; see veld, m i xed 11, poor ,-._. 11, 
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ranchi!tJ5 ,-..J_ se.e ( 2)vdd, ranching 11, redgras s_/ rooigras ~ (qv) l l 

Sand (qv) .-_; ll, 22. 2_~J.g_v) -~- 11, sweet c~]V) c-...1 11, 

sweetgrass ( qv) ~_11, .!horn {gv) f-..J 11, 22, vlakt~ (qv) ,.,.._; 11, 2 

vlei (gv) ,-..._) 11, 22. 

( 2)veld, broke n, n. phr. 

11. Also ~broken vel'!, mixed veld 11: grazing -:>f more than one t ype 

together usu. bush with grass . 

Look there's the broken veld ahead - mixed bush and grass veld. 
Farmer Carlisle Bridge 28. 5. 72 

(2)veld bu_rning, vbl. n._phr. 

11. Common farming practice: burning to clear the (2}~ of the 

pr.evious season's grass, thus making way for the new: considered by 
t.et:..~v0 &. 

som e to be detrimental to the soil: cf. Austr. vb phr. burn off. 

In the sourveld in the North East Cape there is still considerable 
difference of opinion over the desirability of veld burning. Some fu:rrr.ers 
consider it necessary while other s think it is unnecessary a nd harmful .. . 
the greatest problem with veld burning was the heavy and continued 
grazing of burnt veld as soon as it started to sprout. . This impoverished 
the grazing and increased the danger of e rosion. E. Province Herald 

(2) ld 1 
4. 12. 74 

ve camp, n. p. -s 

11. ~·:n enclosed grazing camp (qv) 1 J. as opposed to a 1?-nd camJ~ (qv ) 11 

enclosed ior purposes of cultivation. 

There are 65 morgen ... and nine veld camps , all with permanent 
spring water. The Veld consists of mountain veld, mixed grass veld 
and vleis. Grocott1 s Mail 3. 3. 72 

[ see camp 11] 

{2)veld cattle, .£h2!.: 
11. ( 2)veld rear e d (qv) 11 cattle: see a lso quot. at veld, off the 11, 29 

XYZ worm remedy has been found to be completely safe for 
dosing calves, pregnant c ows, veld. cattle, feedlot cattle, show cattle. 
Farmer's Weekly 18. 4 . 73 

( 2)veld damage, n. 

11. Veld deteriora tion (qv) 11 caused by over- sto eking and over- grazing: 

see beaten out, eaten out, tramped out, all 11, 29 adj. 

( 2) v e ld d e te rioration, n. 

11. Loss of quality of the veld: see (?.)veld d amage 11, (2)veld..:_ 

reinforcement 11 and ( 2)veld replacement 11, also stock reduction 

scheme 4b, 11. 

Having relativdy little arable land and a r apidly increasing 
population, South Africa cannot afford to be comolacent about veld 
d e terioration but must make every effort to halt ·the F:!:ocess . E. Provinc e 
Hera ld 14 . 6. 73 
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(2)veld arass, n. 

11. Any of several indigenous S. Afr. pasture ~; rasses used commerciv..Jl ; 

as baled fodder: see quot. at oulandsgr_as 11 . 

(2)veld, grass n . 

11. {2)veld consisting largely of grasses without bush. 

( 2)veld haY.z n. 

11. Hay consis t ing of dried indigenous (2)ve ld g r asses : obtainable 

commercially for fodder. 

According to the latest statistics the department's 20 prison 
farms ... last year produced the following: 640 tons of bean hay, .•. 
2 124 tons lucerne hay, 294 tons veld hay . . . Farmer's Weekly 20. 3. 74 

( 2)veld rnanagement, n. 

11. The control of (2)veld by the best use of varying (2)veld types (qv) 

11, rotation and restin_g (qv) 11 of camps (qv) 11 so as to obtain 

maximum grazing for stock with minimum damage to or deterioration 

of the ( 2)veld: see stock reduction scheme 4b, 11, (2} veld resti~ 11 , 

(2)veld reinforcement 11, (2) veld replacement 11 and quot. at (2) vel<!_ 

deterioration. 

Mr. T- D -, Senior Pasture Research Officer of the Dehne 
Research Station ... spoke about veld management which he defined as 
the manipulation of grazing animals and rest conditions 1nost beneficial 
to the natural vegetation for high productivity. E. Province Herald 
3 . 12. 74 

( 2)veld,mixed n. 

11. Also broken or gebroken (2)veld: see quat. 

My veld is all mixed - karoo grass veld (it' s couch grass with 
karroo bush) but it's all sweetveld. Farmer Carlisle Bridge 28. 5. 72 

{2)veld, off the adv. or predic. modifier 

11, 29adj / adv. Of or pertaining to veld reared (qv) 11 slaughter cattle 

sold ~ without stall feeding or other fattening. 

The animals are off the v e ld a nd have not been pampered in any 
way. The bulls are hardy veld ranch bulls and have NOT been fed. 
Farmer ' s Weekly 21. 4 . 72 

Super grades have been obtained off the veld. Ibid 30. 5 . 7 3 

[trans . Afk. v a n eli~ veld af = not stall fed e tc.] 

(2 )veld, r a n c hing · n. 

11. (2 )_yeld or farming land suitable for cattl e ranching or occ. gam~ 

r a nching_ (qv) 11: see a l so s to ck far~ 11 and quot. a t v e ld, off the 

11, 29. 
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( 2)vcld reared, modiEer ---·-
11, 29adj. Of or pertaining to cattle r eared solely on grazing ( 2)veld 

without stall-feeding, f eedlot fattening or other aids to rapid weight­

gain: see _veld cattle 11, off the v eld 11, 29adj./ a ci.v. : also of a h o rs e 

not accustomed to being !:: table d. 

Their horses, having survived the trek, were as tough a s their 
owne rs, true Boer hors es , of Arab and Basuto strains , small, veld-
reared beasts, which could forage fo r them selves Stuart Cloet.e 
Turning Wheels 1937 

( 2)ve ld reinforcement1 n . phr. 

11. Methods of conservation of thin, damaged or depleted veld 

consisting in planting u.su. indigenous pasture grasses, spekboom ( qv} 

32, 11 or other nutritious bush b etween existing grazing: see (2.)vejd 

deterioratio~ management, r e placement etc . all 11. 

( 2)ve ld replacement, !!:_phr. 

11. Replant ing of v eld which has been eaten out, tra1nped out, beaten 

out a ll (qv} 11 or e r o ded, with earth binding grass or bu s h: see 

(2}ve ld reinforcement 11. 

(2}veld re stiE_& vbl.E.:....J2hr . 

11. Var5.ou s methodsof (2)veld conservation usu. b y means of 

rotational grazing leaving certa i n camp~ (qv) 11 unused for periods of 

up t o one year so that the (2}veld m ay recover: see al so _Eest 11, 29vb, 

stock r eduction scheme 4b, 11 a nd quot. at (2)ve ld ma!lage~t 11. 

It was s hown that a bout 50 per cent of farms had fe\ver than 10 
camps, that only 17 per cent adhered to a controlled rotational grazing 
system, and tha t more than 30 per cent of the farn1e rs applied no form 
of v e ld-resting. Farmer 's Weekly 21. 4 . 72 

( 2}veld sickness / siekt.e , " ~· l'\.e..-1\;._s'(\<-..\~ 
11. A dis ease of sheep and cattle resulting in ser ious l oss of condition 

and even death (from 1 scours 1 or purging) when animals are moved from 

one type of veld t o a not her. 

Animals brought from sweet vel d suffer from what is calle d veld·· 
sickness, which results from i nsufficient nutrition and the hard. and 
i rritating nature of the food consumed. Wallac e Farming Industries of 
the Cape Colony 1896 cit. Pettman 

[ Afk. siekt e fr. Du. ziekte = di sease] 

( 2)veld tvpe( s ), n . pl. -s 

11. Variety of grazi ng borne by a particular soil type: numerous 

~_E esp. swectveld, sourveld, .broken vel~ bushveld, uassveld, 

h ardvcld, kalkveld, !o0igrasveld etc . e t c . 

Whe r e 2 di stinct types of veld occur on the same farm, paddocking 
s h oul d be arranged in such a way as to keep them separate, and the sour 
veld grazed du ring spring and surnme r, whi l e the sweet veld i s kept until 
th e seed h as fallen. _Handbook for Farmers in S . A . 1937 



534 

( 3)veld, n. 

27 a . Region, country: found in S. Air. place names usu. of districts 

e. g. Velddrif( town), Bokkeveld, Highveld, Kaokoveld (S. W. Afri c aL 

Lowveld, Middleveld, Rozgeveld, Strandveld (qv) 11, §andveld (qv) 11, 

Zuurveld (qv) 11 etc . 

. . . Lichtenstein 's travels to the no r th - that gentleman and hi s 
p arty h aving con1e by a rc•ute across the Bokkeveld and the great Karroo, 
and returned in the same trac k . Thompson Travels inS. A. I 1827 

( 4)ve ld- n. prefx 

20, 17, ( 19). Fie ld-, also district-: prefx d enoting a.dministrative 

and/or military r a nk a s in r"J - cornet (qv) 17, ,-..._,- c orporal (qv) 20, 

,.....; -C/Kommandant (qv) 20, --...r - marshal 20, "'-' - wagtrneester 

(qv) 17. 

(4) veld-c/kommandant [ 1felt,k'5man1 dant] .!!· pl. - s 

Hist. 20, 17, 19. Officer in charg e of a commando. 

20 Mar 1812: They (the commando) wear no u n iform , but are 
divided into squadrons under the command of a veld- c omma ndant, who 
is also a boor, nominated by the Goverrunent and who at all times retains 
that title , and with it a rank superior to that of veld- cornet. 
Burchell T r avels II 1824 

{4 )veld-c/kornet ['felt,ko(r) 1net] n . pl. -s 

Hist. 17. 19 . An administrative official, simil ar to Brit. District 

Officer (see a l so f i e ld cornet 17, 19) answerable t o the landdrost (qv ) 

17, 19 and with certain military duties. 

The V e ld- Cornet is a. ·sort of petty magistrate, empowered to 
s e ttle little disputes within a ci r cuit of f i f t een or twenty farms 1 to 
punish slaves and Hottentots, and to call out the burgher s , over . whom 
he p resides in the public service, and act as their officer on 
Commandoes; . . .. Thompson Travels inS. A. II 1827 

( 4) veld corporal, n. pl. - s 

Hi s t . 20, 19, 17. P seudo- military rank: seequot. 

... the l and- drost h as appointed one of the farmers , with the 
title of veld- corporal, to command in these wars, and as occasion 
may require, to order out the c ountry people . .. for the purpose of 
defending the country against its original i nhabitants. Sparrman 
Voyages II 1786 

( 4}v e l d wac h tm eester [ .£elt' va.xt,rn:t:a sta ( r )] n . pl. - s 

Obs. Hist . 17, 19. The official 'pacer' of l and before surveying instruments 

w ere in u se: see qu ot. at baken 18, 11. 

There were no !;tlr'leyors n or surveyor ' s implements in the 
count:ry, a nd the noffi ciaJ. pacer" or veldt wagtrneester could take an 
extra long ste p when measu!"ing for a friend or favourite . !vlacdon.ald 
( no title) 1890 cit. Pettman. 
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... the &urveyo:r in Potchefstroom who wa~; mobbed because he 
measured land with some other sort of ins trumen·:, instead of pacing 
it out like the old veld-va l kt(si<Jmaster? Brett Young City of Gold 
1940 

[ etym. dub. Du. veldwa chter = village policeman, v eli= field + 

wachten = to wait, guard + ~ster cogn. master, Afk. veldwagter = 
ranger] 

velkombers [ 1felkom 1bers, -bf.e (r ) s, - bo.:(r ) s] n . pl. -e, - en. 

18. A blanket rna de of skins: see also ( 2) J.< ar~ 18. 

I shall sleep in mine, and dream of African hill- sides wrapt 
i n a 11Velkombaars". Lady Duff Gordon Letters 1861-2 

Colin Fraser, . . . was asleep one night under his v elkombers 
( sheepskin blanket) . . . Lawrence Green Karoo 1955 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vel = skin, hide + kombaars = (ship's) blanket] 

velskoen [ 1fel, skU'n] n. pl. - s, - e 

( 1) 5. Lit. ' hide shoe': formerly handmade rough shoes of untanned 

hide sewn without nails, thought to be first made by the Hottentots 

before the arrival of the white man: see Mockford 1944. cf. Canad. 

moccasin, greenh.ide(s). 

Hi s unaccustomc d feet are stuffed into stiff, shiny-leathe r boots , 
inste:-d of his dear, old, easy-going 11 Veldtschoons 11 of home manu-
facture . . . Harriet Ro che On Tr.ek in the_ T'ransvaa!_. 1875 

. . . their unstockinged feet protected by handsewn veldscho cns, 
the equivalent of Canadian moccasins . Mo ckfor d He:re areS. Ahi c:.!:l~. 
1944 

Another feature . . . is that the 'velskoene', or shoes made of 
raw hide, worn by his Hottentot or Malay figur e s always show 
conspicuous stitches round the welts. Gordon-Brown An Artist .at 
the C. of G . H . 1965 

In combination ,..__. maak vb phr . 10, 29vb or making .... .._ s, (Hist. ) 

The spending of a J:eriod.<i enforced i nactivity by a countryman in a town 

awaiting and during the confinement of his wife. 

Beca.use the father, waiting for the happy event, would while away 
his time by making velschoens, this particular excursion was called 
'making velschoens 1 ••• Jackson Trade r in the Veld 19 58 

( 2) 5. Now any type of rough s u ede ankle boot or shoe u su. with a lig ht 

rubber sole is so de s ignated: similar to Angl. Ind. chukka b oot. 

XYZ welte d Veldts choens for Golf .. Hong Kong Sports Shop 
Victoria, Oct. 197 2 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vel= hide+ schoen cogn. shoe c£. shoozi} 

(3 ) 15. A 'hop ' or dance in the country: see s heeps kin 15, ( 2 ).£E~l~ud 

a nd quot. at va s traE_ 15 . cf. Canad. moccasin- d ance . 

[ presum. fr. country foot w e ar] 

( 4) 28. Preix to ce1·tain pla nt name s sign. a l.ikene s s to soles , tongu es, 

etc. of _r-:::::-_ ; ,...._..., bb.re, l eav es of H aeman tl:.us coccineusi ,...~ lclaDE.£_ 

(flaps , tongue s ) l eaves cf_Massonia candid a ; ,.......__sole (sol es ) any of 

Beveral s pecies of both Hac~thu~ and Massonia . 
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vendue ['vendju, 1vondy] n . and n. prefx 

Hist. 30. Used as equiv. of_vendnsie (qv} 30 eS.(). by Eng. speaking 

· col onists . 

16 February held a. Vendue to day at Elephant Fountain of my 
Buck Flock ... thingf sold w ell upon the whole Vendue Roll amJ: to 
about 540£ 17-9 Collett MS. Diary II 1842. 

I n .combinations _:::__"'::::!... master/meester 19, 30 an auctioneer; ,.-.._~ clerk, 

..--....J roll {catalogue} 30, --._.~ lis~ 30, ,-....,__, accounts 30, ,.___, note 30 

etc. cf. Jam. E . ~Q~e r~, a sale room fo:r- r; lave auctions . 

. . . the vendue clerks . . . shall not be allowed to bid . . . That 
also the vendue rnasters ... shall not ·themselves come forward at the 
sale. Cape Statutes 1862 

Vendue Notes, or Vendue Accounts, incluui ng all other documents 
relative to public sales. . . . Vendue lists of immovable and m ovable 
property . . . Licences for the Vendue Masters Ibid 1862 

[ Du. vendu cogn. Fr. ~ndue fr. Latin venditio = sale] 

vendusie [ ,fen ' dys'r', ven-] n. pl. - s 

30. A public auction sale of goods or stock. 

In South Africa the sale of goods by auction or "vendus ie" has 
prevailed from early times. C. Graham Botha Our S . A. Past and 
Prese nt 19 38 

[ Afk. fr. Du. v e nd.utie = auction sale fr. Fr . venditio = sale] 

ver- [fe:r- , ft_<')(r)-] ad·~.: .... :e..r efx. 

27k. Far-: found in S.Afr . place names as prefx to partie . as i n 

Vergelee, Vergeleg en or a s in Verkykerskop (telescope) or Verg eno e g 

( enough)f see also far 29adj . [Afk. fr. Du. ~ cog n . far] 

)I OJ.. ~. ~ '~-\~' M ~· \..v... \JtH~e,-vq,. 
• ) ~ 

verandah, n . 
( qv) 11 

11, 18. T he angled portion of a jackal proof f enc e ..,overhang ing the top 

to prevent a j a ckals climbing up and getting over the top, wher e as t he 

apron is buried ho r izont ally below unde r stones to pr event its digging 

its way in. [Air. ide a of ove rhanging 1 roof 1
] 

\>\r\:::.. 
v e rdie nffi [ f<') (r) 1 d'tnt] vb partie . 

27g. -Deserve d: found inS. Afr . place names e. g . W elve rdi e nt, 

Go e dverdie nt, Nietverdi e nt. [ Afk . fr . Du. verdi e nd partie. of 

verdienen = e a rn, d eserve, m erit] 

v e rdom d e Lfe {r) 1 d't,m d~] _p_a rti c . modifier 

Slang . 10, 29adj. J?amned, ac curs e d : f o rm erly in freq. c om bina tions 

.-..... ..... E ng_elsman, ~ Eng;l is hman, .... , ... uitlander (qv} 19 , ,.-...., r ooinck 

(qv) 19. 

I a nswered the usual i nterrogation s as f ron1 .wh ence I cam e a n d 
whither I was going, b ut was som.ewh a t s u rpr ised when, a fter e n qui ring 
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my name, he asked vo·hether I was a verdornde Engels1nan. Mockford 
Here arcS. Africans 1944 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vcrdo,~md == damned cogn. O.E. dl:1"m = doom, judgement] 

- v.crdriet [fa (r) 'drTl] n. 

27b. Sorrow, grief: found in place name Langverdriet (see also sor.!!); 

also in slang phr. 10, 16 dronk{drunken) -..J alcoholic remorse. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. verdriet = sorrow, distress] 

verdwaal- [fa{r)'dwu.:l] vb or adj. prefx. 

27f. Stray, be lost: in place n ame Verdwaalkloof: see also dwaal 

29vb, 10, 16 . [ Afk. fr . Du. verdwalen = to lose one's way] 

v erkeerd( e )- [fa{r)'k:i:a(r)d(a)] adj. (attrib. ) 

27i. Wrong, incorrect: found in place name Verkeerdevlei. [ Afk. fr. 

Du. verkeerd = wrong] 

verkramp [fa (r)'kramp] adj. 
j 

29adj, 4b. B igoted, ultra-conservative, orig. in a political sense, 

now also more widely applied. 

Verkrampte s are very much in the news these days, especially 
in Oudtshoorn where all three candidates , in the by- election caused by 
the resignation of Mr. --are said to be "Verkramp" so I have 
designed a del ight:ful little quiz . . . T h e object of the game is to fiind 
out h ow "Verkramp" YOU are. Het Suid Western 1 6 . 3 . 72 

Also as adj, in attrib . form ---.. te, of or pertaining to people, policies, 

ideas etc. 

the Afrikaner- dominated National Party .. . faces continuing 
tension between its moderate verligte· ( enlightened) and archconservative 
verkrampte (narrow-minded) wings . Time 1. 5 . 72 

Derivatively as.!!· with n. forming suf£. also -t~ see verkramnte 19, 

and as n. abstr. ,-.._, theid 10, 16, the state of being -._ see also 

verlig(te) 29adj, 4b, 19 . 

He said this. was a definite choice in favour of verkramptheid 
v ersus verJigheid~'<J E. Province Herald 30. 1. 74 

[ coinage, prob. rel. Afk. bekrompe = narrow minded fr. Du. vb. 

bekrimpen = to shrink,. restrict, partie. bek:i~ompen + attrib . suff. -te 

and n .=forrning suff. -heid 16, 10 cogn. -hood fran O.E. ··had= state of 

b eing. 

verkrampte [fa (r )
1
kramptd] .!!· fl.-~. 

19, 4b. An ultra conservative person~ formerly applied to politicians 

now extended to any one holding narrow-minded or bigoted social or 

religious views . cf. Canad. _I_!lo s sback, Austr. wows e r. 
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LONDON. - 11 The Times" yesterday used the Afrikaans word 
" verkrainpt E:s! 1 to c\escr.i.be the Protestant Unionist extremists in 
Northern Ireland. lt was the first ·notable use of the word in English to 
describe people in a situation outside South Africa. Rand Daily Mail 
19 . 9 . 69 

I n combination super..--../ 19, arch.-...,./ 19 etc . 

. . . campaign being waged by a band of super-verkramptes against 
certain Afrikaans financial instituti ons in general . . . .Sunday Times 
12.3. 72 

His image u .c.derwent a subtle change from that of arch - verkrampte 
some years ago to one of pragmatic conservatism tod ay. Cape Argus 
16. 9 . 72 

[ Afk. coinage verkramp + n . forming suff. ..::.!i) 

verlaten- [fa(r) 11Q.tan-] partie. modifier 

27g. Deserted, isolated, forsaken: found inS. Air. place names 

Verlatenvlei, Verlatenheid (= desolation 27b), Verlatenkraal: see a lso 

verloren 27g. [ Afk. fr . Du. vb ver1aten = to l eave, abandon etc. 

(partie·. as modifier of.!!·)] 

v erleR [fa(r)'lep] a5!j. 

Coll. 29adj, 10, 16. Wilt ed, of or pertaining to flowers and vegetables: 

figur . 16 of persons, flabby, under the weather etc.: see also ( 2)_Eap, 

~ 29adj, 16. 

The lettuces don' t look edible- they're pretty verlep. Shop 
Assistant, Grahamstown 2. 5. 73 

[ Aik . fr. Du. verleppen = to wither] 

verlig [fa ( r) ' lJ.x] adj. 

29adj, 4b. Enlightened, broadminded: formerly in a political sense 

only, now more widely applied: also in attrib. form ~ t e : see als o 

verkramp(te ) 4b, 29adj . 19. 

Professor de Klerk is the creator of the now famous words, verlig 
and verkramp. He is editor of the independent verligte Calvanistic 
monthly Woord c.n · Daad~ Sunday Times 25. 2 . 73 

Derivatively as .E· see verligte and as n. abstr. ...........,t h e id 16, 10, the 

state of being f"""oo.J see quot. at verkramp. 

[ Aik. fr. Du. v erl ich ten = to light, enlighten+ attrib. suff. -te + -heid 

abstr . n. forming suff. cogn. hoo d fr. O .E. had= state of beingJ 

v e rligte [fa (r)'l~xta] n . pl. -s 

19. One who is enlightened or broadminded: see verlig 29adj . 

Although candidates were standing as individuals and t here was no 
official line t.p, students were aware of the split b etween the verligtes 
and verkramptes . . . E :Province Herald 25 . 10. 71 

[ Aik. fr. Du. verlichte n = to light, enligh~en + vb forming suff. -te] 



539 

yerloor [fa(r)'h~a(r)] vb 

27£. Lose: in place name Moedverloor (despondency n. abstr. 27b). 

[ Afk. fr. Du. moed == courage, heart, spirit cogn. O.E. mod (heart etc. ) 

+ Afk. vb verbor == lose fr. Du. partie. ve.rloren == to be lost] 

-verloren [fa (r)'ll!aran] _vb partie. suff. 

27g. Lost: found in place name Allesverloren: see also verlaten- 27g, 

- verloor 27£. [ Du. partie. verloren = lost cogn. forlorn] 

verneuk [fa(r)'nioek] vb trns . 

Coll. 10, 29vb. To cheat, swindle. 

11 Ach", she sighed, "to think that Gert Kleinhouse, whose nose I 
used to wipe with a lappie, has verneuked me out of a lovely little pig ... 
Stuar t Cloete Turning Wheels 19 37 

Derivatively as..£:_ ~~ 10, (30) [.-- a,re't]. Cheating or dirty 

d ealing: also r-"J er 19, 10 [-.- a (r)]. One who swindles or deceives 
(~) 

usu. in money matters, hence boer,.,~ er 30, a dishonest dealer 

t rading on the ignorance of simple country people, often exchanging 

worthless goods by barter for stock or produce. 

When the richness of the Kimberley mine was an undi sputed fact 
.. . thousands of eager ones left useful occupations to try their luck 
in Griqualand West, trekkers fro:::n the Transvaal, Dutchmen from the 
Free State, plantP.rs from Natal, Boer verneukers fr01n Cape Town ... 
Cohen Remtniscences ·of Kimberley 1911 

27£. Also in place name V erneukpan. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. verneuken = to cheat, swindle, deceive] 

versterkdruppe ls [fa {r) 1 sterk, droepals, - st(P ( r )k-] ol. n.: 

16. One of the Dutch medicines, a tonic: see also quat. at Old Dutch 

Medicines 16. 

It wi 11 be a transformed countryside indeed when the l ast bottle 
of "Versterk Druppels" is sold Lawrence Green Land of After-
noon 1949 

[ Afk. fr. Du. versterken = to strengthen, fortify + dru~ = drop + 
pl. suff . ..::..§] 

- verwacht vb pa!:tic . 

27g. See v erwag Z?g. 

-verwag [f~ ( r ) 1vaxt] vb partie. 

27 g . Expected, awaited: found in S. Afr . place names freq . of farms 

u s u. preceded by an adv. e. g. Langverwacht, Goedverwag, 

Nooitverwacht, or neg. Onverwacht, Onver wagsla..agte. [ Afk. :fr. Du. 

~~htef! = to expect, l ook forward to] 

vetkuek [ 'fet, kuk] n . 1 n. - p ... u su . y; or -1es 

7. A cake u s u . of y·eas t dough, deep fried and similar to a doughnut 
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though freq. nnt sweet~ned; see a l so quot. a~.~~terkoek 7 and~ 10. 

Everyt:h.ing you make with XY2[ yeast] - bread, rolls, cakes, 
vet koek, and ginger beer - is good for you too. Fair Lady 30 . 10. 69 

Also dimin. form _._. ie. 

I also recall .. . 'rnosbolletjes 1 (srr,all aniseed cakes), · 'melk 
tert' (milk tart}, 'vet koekies 1 (a type of d oughnut) , and many other 
specialities of the old Sou.th African kitchen. Jackson Trader on the 
Veld 1958 

[ Afk. f r. Du. vet cogn. fat + )coek cogn . cake ( + climin. suff. - ie] 

vetplant [ ' fet, plant] n . pl. - e 

28. Lit. 'fat plant ' : common term for a s u ccu1e nt. [ Afk. succulent] 

1vets c-.k [ ' fet, sale] n . 

Call. 1, 19, 10. A Fatty, 1f atso1 : a mode of address or reference 

to a fat perso~often offensiYe. 

Tha.t healthy baby is a real littl e v etsak. Informant Pearston 
Karroo 1970 

[ Afk. fatty, 1 fat- guts 1 , ~ cogn. fat + sak cogn. sack] 

2 
V_ctsak, n_. prop. 

30. 'l'racb name of co-op selling farming equipment, fertilizers. 

[Acronym Vrystaat ~n Transvaalse Sentrale Aankoops Kooperasie 

B~erk (Ltd)] ,.. 

VierkJ.eur ~fi : rJ.d~oed (r), lfi.d-] n . prop. 

4b, 17., 20. The four- colct;,)d flag of the old Transvaal Republic (_?:ujcd­

Afrikaans che ReJ?ubliekq ... with three horizonta l stripes of red, white and 

b l ue with a vertical one of green on the l eft side . 

. . . on April the twelfth, eighteen hundred and sev enty- seven, the 
Pr·:> clamation of Annexa tion was read, amid c h e ering crowds , at 
Preto:::ia, while the Vi e rkleur was haule d dow n and the Queen' s fla g 
hoiste d . . .. folde d in his saddl e bag, the Vierkleur flag - g reen, white , 
red and blue - of Burger' s design . . . Brett Young City of Gold 1940 

[ Afk. fr . Du. vie r= four + kleur cogn. colour] 

vies [ fi's] a dj. 

Sl ang . 16, 10, 29adj. A ngry, disgusted. 

Ja! See what I m ean. This tim e I'm l a u ghing, and you 
Vies! You don't like it when somebody else l aughs . 

Fugard _Boesrn a n and Lena 1969 

[ Afk. fr. . Du. vies= nas t y , loathsome] 

vine sta.lk, n. pl. - s 

11, 10. Vine : a ( rooted) grape-vi ne cutting for planting . 

. . . h e s t a r ted a mod el erf at Kakamas where the p e o p l e could 

study the bes t methods and buy the r·~ght fruit t rees, vine stalk s and seeds . 
L a.wren.c:e Green Full Many a. Glo r i ou s Morning_4..968 

[ tr. a n s lit. Afk. wing_~rd- stok] 
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vingerpol [ 'f).~a (r)tl:.•ol] n. 

32. Any of several species of Euphorbia usu. ~E. caput- medusae, also 

E. gorgonis, ~pugru2:orn_?is, E. clavaroides, wh·~ch have a bunch of 

strange finger-like growths of striking appearance. [ Afk. fr. Du. 

vinger cogn. finger + _EO l = tuft, tussock, clump] 

vingertrek. [ 'f:I!ja (r) 1 trek] n. 

15. The game of 'finger hooks' consisting of a t;ug-of-war between the 

linked forefingers of two players. 

See quat. a t addenda p 56 C. . 

[ Afk. fr. Du. cogn. finger + trekken = to pull, haul] See addenda p 

* vinkel(bos) 

vink [fs.~k] .!!· pl. - s 

3.. Also fink 3: any of numerous weaverbirds Ploceidae of the sub 

family Ploceinae including the kaffir ~ (qv) 3, the red bishop bird 3, 

rooi ~ 3 etc. , but esp. the geel ~ , yellow weaver bird t h e 

pendent nests of which are a common s i ght esp. ove r water . 

. . . at this drift the willos [sic] are very big so big you can 
swing rig ht over the water. The water is very deep here . Vinks nests 
hang all over the river. They look l ike little basket s. I ris Vaughan 
Di ary circa 1902 

[ Afk. fr . Du. vink cogn. finch] 

-vis [ -f~s] n . suff. 

1 2. -fi sh, common suff. to names of fish e. g. stok ,....._, , leer -......., , 

wilde ,..._, e tc., also as prefx in place names 27c Visrivier, Vishoek 

and infix in Oviston (Orange- Vis- Tonnel). [ Afk. fr . Du. visch cogn. 

fish] 

_ylakt~ [ 1flakta] n. pl. - s 

22 . Open plains, flat land. c£. U.S. pran1e. 

Two years l ater, Captain C ornwallis Harris, an army e n gineer 
who was also a hunter and artist, crossed the same vlaktes, the 
prairies of South Africa. Daily Dispatch 29 . 7 . 72 

27a. Plain: in place names Sandvlakte, Kaapse Vlakte etc. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vlakte = plain, level, flat] 

vlakte- ~flakta] n. prefx 

28. Plain-: prefx i n several plant names, usu. sign. preference for 

thi s h a bitat e . g . ..--..... aa1wyn, see a loe 13, 28; ~ anyswortel, 

Anne sor rhiza capensis , see s uuyanys 28; ,.._.,. suring, 9xalis Lawsoni , 

see~:~ring. 28; r-........,; vygie, N\nanthus a1oide s etc . 

vi nk e 1 ( b o s ) [ ' f i. :)ka 1 (, b o s] n . 

28. Foenict!1um vu1crar e , the feathery-le aved :fennel, the aromatic seed 
of which can be used-as a flavouring similar t o aniseed, or c hewed whole · 
in Indian cookery known a s somf or saunf various sp. furms 25, 7 . 

[ Afk . .fr. Du. v~_nkcJ: cogn. fennel] Sec quot. at addenda p)~b, 

r : 
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vlakteveld [ 1flakt.3 ,felt] n. 

11, 22. Flat g:cazing land, plain. 

[ Afk. fr . Du. vlakte = plain, level, flat + veld = field, country] 

vlei [fle"l.] n. pl. - s 

( 1} 22. Variously used: a large shallow l ake (see (2) place names 27a} : 

a swampy piece of ground (see ,..__ veld, .........._ la:nd, ~ground all 11); 

a depression where rain collects in the rainy sea son etc.: also U.S . 

..Y!Y_ and vlaie (swamp). 

Ha·ving come to a small pond or vley, the water in it was so thi ck 
that the men had to keep their t eeth closed to act as strainers . . . 
McKay Last Kaffir War 1871 1970 edit. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vallei co gn. valley J 
In combination ,_..._, grass 11, 28, .-........ground 11, r--- lan~s 11, 

,.-......, lily/lelie 13, ~ veld 11: also talking~ s 22, all (qv). 

Along the Kalahari edge, especially in South West African 
territo ry, are so-called "tall<-..ing vleis!', little ponds left after the rare 
rains. Some gurgle and rumble, the strength of the sound ranging 
frmn a whi·sper or a moan to a shriek . . . I believe the natives have 
reason to dread the " talking vleis", for there are some where quicksands 
form during the rainy season. Lawrence Green These Wonders to 
Behold 1969 

e,) 27a. Lake: found in names of sheets of water, even quite large 

lakes e. g. Swartvlei, Langvlei, Zeekoevlei, Princes svlei, Groenvlei, 

Ruigtevlei (qv ) etc. cf. Canad. marais in place names sign. swamp, 

marsh. 

(3 ) vlei-~, n . ·prefx 28 . Prefx to numerous plant names e. g . 

,......_ aandblom 13, Gladiolus concolor, see aandblom 13; r--...- bies~ an· 

of several reeds or sedges ; ~ g_E_~ (qv) 28, ll; r--...~ kos 14, 2.8, 

see wateruintjie 14; r.- l eli e/lily(qv) 13; ,...._ pypie 13, see -pypic 13 

sewejaartjie, Helichrysum foetidum; see sewejaartjie 13; 

_,__ __ .;..tu_l ...... p._.1 Moraea glauca (geeltulp) , see tulp 13, 11, etc. 

vleigras( ~) [ 1fle...C1xras] n . 

28, ·u. Any of numerous grasses g r owing in vleis (qv) 33, esp. 

Echinochloa Holubii. 

Excellent red and vlei grazing with carrying capacity 1 500 
2 000 sheep and 200 h ead of cattle. Farmer's Weekly 21. 4 . 72 

vlei ground [ 1fl e!, gra'Und] n. 

11. Also _vlei arond: swampy g round whe re water-loving plants flouri sh : 

see also vleiveld and vleiland. cf. Austr. mickery/ie, marshy ground, 

Canad. musl)eg soil / gi_~ss I country, bog, swamp 

. .. only a little way off we came into dry vlei 
were few t rees and the grass s tood about waist high. 
Jock of thP. Bus h veld 1907 1909 edit. 

g round where there 
Fi t z pa trick 
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-lant] n. 
I 

1 I. Cultivated swamp }_?.nds (qv} 11, usu. highly produ ctive on ac co"<-mt 

of extra 1noisture. 

Approximately 140 morgen of lands, 70 morgen under established 
lucerne - all good vlei lands with abundant stock wate r from perrnanent 
fountains and borehole. Daily Dispatch Advt. 11. 3 . 72 

v lei lily/lelie [ ' fk:t 1 lr.~lr] n . pl. - ies 

13. Any of several species: Galtonia princeps: Crin~m campanulatum ; 

Nerine Frithii and N . l aticoma, the prefx ilii,- sign. preference for a 

dam'p o r rr;arshyhabitat. 

Vlei Lily ... This hand some lily-like plant l i ves i n damp places 
( v l ei in Afri kaans, dambo in Nyanja} and had an enormous bul b which 
i s easily transplanted. Hoyle Some Flowers of the Bush 1953 

v l ei loerie Cfle"'l. lur'i] n. p l. - s 
- - - --- I -

3. See loerie 3: cAso r~ 'e~~ '\ · 

vlei veld( t) [ 1fle1: ,felt] !!· 

1 1. Land, semi- waterlogged in the rainy s eason, usu. highly 

pro ductive of excellent fodder for stock: see vleior ound 11, vleiland 22. 

Thi s farm is well known for its high carr ying capacity and 
vldveldt. There is also exceedingly good grazing for sheep. Farmer's 
Weekly Advt . 3 . 1. 68 

_yleis [fle:ts] n. and n. prefx and suff. 

7 . Meat: usu. in combinations r-- pastei {see pastei 7), braai ,...,_ 

( qv) 7, 15, ~en- ,...._, 7 . 

He flashed that infectious grin. 11 T h e food was quite different 
from my daily diet of vleis and mieliepap." Sunday Times 15 . 4 . 73 

... 8 0 0 .. . delegates and guests forsook the cuisine of the upper 
f l oors for good old " pap en vleis" braaied in the hotel' s parking 
basement. E . Province Herald 16. 5. 74 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vlees dial. vleis cogn. flesh, Ger . F l eisch] 

V. 0 . C . [ ' Vi', a~ ' si :] n. prop. 

( 1} 4b, 17. The Dutch Eas t India Company ( see etym. } which was 

founded in 1602, went b ankrupt in 1794 and disappeared in 1795 as a 

result of the revolution: The Company (qv)(4b), l7, 30 was responsible for 

t h e original settlement at the Cape : see quat. 

On April 6th, 1652, Commander Jan van Ri ebeeck, a ship' s 
do c tor employed by the V.O.C. (Dutc h East India Corr.pany), and his 
ret!.nue firs t set foot on the shores of Table Bay to establish a 
victualling stati on at the Cape for ships en route to the East. 
Panorama May 197 1 

[acronym Verenigde Oostindische ~ompangnie] 

( 2) 18. The monogram of the initials of the C ompany (qv) 17 . V .O.C . 

found in v arious forms,_ sornetirn es entwined, on silver, porcelain arrl glass 

formerly the property of the Company and on coin s is sued during its 
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r egi me: as modifier ~ monogram /mark, ~ Arita 

ware, . r- platte;:· etc . etc . 

Du t ch Silver Beakers in t he Groote Kerk, Cape Town, probabJy 
late 17th century. One bears the V. O. C . monogram of the Dutch East 
I ndia Company. Gordon- Brown S. Afr. Heritage 19 65 

V .O.C. is the monogram of the Dutch East India Company 
(Vereenigde Oost Indi sche Compagnie). This symbo 1 of the Dutch East 
India Company's authority after Jan van Ri ebeeck1 s arrival appears on 
the gateway to tha t r:1os t important his t o ric building in South Africa, the 
Castle of Good Hop·:- i n Cape Town. The VOC mark was decided upon 
by the Here XVII, directors of the mighty trading or garr.sati on as fa r 

· back as 1603 when they i nsisted that these initials appear on all 
·arm'aments purchased fo r their ships . E. Province Herald 5 . 9. 74 

[see (1)V. 0. C .] 

-voel [ 1flf'al] n. u su. suff. 

3. -bird: suffixed to numerous usu. Afk. names of birds e . g . 
' 

bosluis r- ( see tickbird 3); brom .............._ ; sprink aan .-..._. see also 
\ 

l ocust bird 3); kou r--" ; ~ook ~ etc. all (qv) 3. [ Afk. fr. Du. 

vogel cogn. fowl ] 

VO e} V:£:£. [ 1 f'l/a 11 Vr e'I.] adj. 

20, 29adj . Outlawed. 

During the Boer War he was declared voelvry b y p r oclamation, 
which means he had to be shot on sight. He was actually an Englishman 
who fought with the Boers. Grahamstown Informant 1972 ex S. W .Africa 

[ Afk. fr . Du. vogelvr ij verk1aren = to outlaw, declare outlawed] 

~ [fu:r] n. 

11. Forage, fodder, animal f eed. 

Cape Early rye is grown either a lone for grain or t ogether with 
oats to form "voer" or grain feed normally fed to mules in the grain 
areas . Handb ook for Farmers inS. A. 19 37 

[ fr. Afk. vb voer = to feed, n. ~r cogn. fo dder] 

voerchitz/ s ['fu:r,S.Lts , - ~·.tts] n . 

Hi st. 5 . Former sp. forms of voersis (qv) 5 , a l so sis 5, Dui~~is 5: 

cotton materi al, printed or p l ain, usu. sold in l engths - 'cotton gown 

pieces': see quot)'~~:J=Q~ b~"'- . 
. . . Baizes, Flannel s , Fancy Cambric Voerchitz Prints and 

Black Voerchitz, sheetings, Skirti ngs white and brown Punjums, white 
and brown Baftas . . . C . of G . H . Almanac for 1856 Advt. 

[ prob . fr. Du. voeren = to line (a garment) + chits( z ) fr . sits= chintz] 

voer s is [tfu:r s~s] n . 

5 . · See ~2_er chi tz/ s 5. 

vo e:c t s ek [ 1f ltr t 1 s ek] inter j. 

9 . See vcetsek/sak 9 . 
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voet, se interj. 

9. See se voet 9. 

voetgange.r ['fu\xa~a( r}] E.· pl. -s 

( 1) 21. A locust at the 'hopper' stage: see also (2)rooibaadjie 21. 

... the said c .::cupier shall define as nearly as may be the locality 
on. his land where flying locusts have appeared or a1·e depositing or have 
deposited eggs or where voetgangers have appeared Union Statutes 
10 June 1957 

( 2) CoiL 19, 10. A pedestrian. 

In some ways the voetganger of a century a go fared better than 
the modern tramp who rides in limousines and covers a thousand miles 
a week. Lawrence Gree n Land of Afternoon 1949 

[ Aik. fr. Du. voet cogn. foot + ~ = passage, gait cogn. gaan = go 

+agent. suff.~ 

[ " ....... v """""" "" vo e tjie- vo et.iie 1fu1ki 1fu:J.la. , - c!] n. 

15, 10. Usu. in phr. to pla y ,....._., : sign. to make non-verbal contact 

with the feet either by courting couples , by two persons who wish to 

share a private joke or b y those who wish, for s ome reason, to signal 

unobtrusively to each other . 

• . . a boy and a girl had each kicked off one shoe and they w e re 
playing the delightful South African dinner-table game known as "voetjie-
v oetjie. 11 Het Suid Western I. 4. 71 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ cogn. foot + dimin. suff. .::..iiJ 

Y.-9..£~~ [ 'f~t,pat] n. 

4b, 30. A r .ural servitude, a right of way for persons on foot: term in 

Roman Dutch Law: see also trekpa d 4b, 30, ( 4)ou tspan 4b, 30. 

Rights of Way. These include t h e follov..-ing varieties:- Iter, 
footpath, v oet p a d; the right of wal king across the land of anothe r. 
Wille Principles of S.Afr . L a w 1945 edit. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. voet cogn. foot + pad cogn. path] 

voetsek/ s ak [ 1fut1 sek, -,saek~ -,sak] _interj. vb usu i m p. (n. ) 

( 1) 9. A rough command to be off, go away usu. to a dog : offensiv e 

applied to a person: numerous sp. fo r ms including angl. £ootsack 9. 

Dogs att acked us as w e approached; but on t h e c ry of "•roortzuk! 11 

f r om the master, f ollowed by a stone, they left us. Alexan der 
W~stern Africa I 1837 

. .. and I told him my name was Nau de, and a s k e d him how h e was, 
At Naude said. " H e tol d me to voets ek. " .. • Old Lemare was t e lling 
the Indian to voetsek, Jurie S t eyn said. Bosman Jur ie Stevn1 s Post 
Office 197 1 

(2) _E.Prop 1. See quot. 

For a ll South Ai:rican springs seem originally to have been called 
Muddy Fountain j us t a.s according to the humori s t Leonard Flemming 
all South African dogs a1·e call~d 11 Voetsak! '! B irk by T h irstland Treks 
19 36 -

[ Afk. yoertsek, .Y..£~ik f r. Du. voo!!_ = forward, away, seg i k::: s ay I J 
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(3) Coll. 10, 24·. Us e d as indefinite numera7. usu in phr. i n the year~ 

10; 18-.J, 19~_etc. 

At least twice a week I get phone calls asking w>w won the world 
racing c hampionship in 19- voetsak. Daily Di spatch 16. 6. 73 

[ fr . {l)voetsck] 

v oetstoots [ 1fut1 st"\53ts] adv. m . or modifier 

30. Roman Dutch r.erm in l aw of sal e sign. as i t standE: with 1 all defects 

l atent or pat ent' r eli e ving the seller of liability for latent faults in the 

thing sold. cf. Coll. Brit. ·' as is.' 

When the article is sold Vo e t Stoets the seller on his side canno: 
c ompl a in if the article turns out better than either par tv thoug ht. 
C . I. Belcher Norman' s Law of Sale ;:md Purchase i.n S . A . 1961 

The traile r will be sold vo etstoots without registration documents. 
Farmer ' s Weekly 30. 5. 7 3 

A s. modifier '"""'-" sale 30, ~ clause 30 etc. or pr e clic . sale is r-....J 

Vo etstoots S a les. -A sale is said to b e voetstoots when . .. 
Wille Principles of S. Afr. Law 1945 edit . 

A so- called ' Voetstoets ' clau se does not protect the seller against 
fraud or the n on- disclosure of a material defec t of t his nature. 
Cape A r gus (Property) 5. 6 . 71 

[Afk. fr. Du. phr . ~~t de voet. te stoten = t o push with the foot] 

. J ' voetstoof ( stofie) ~futstl5af(1), f"\!t-] n. 
I -

pl. -s 

18. See (2)konfoo r 18, also stofie 18 . [ Afk. fr. Du. voets t oofj e = 
footwarmer] 

volbek [ ' fol, bek] modifier 

11, 29 adj. Als o in form full m outh: of or pertaining to a sheep which 

has cut its full complement of t eeth and therefore usu. between zt and 

3 years old: see quot. at wissel 11, 29vb, _:unwisselled_ll, 29adj. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vol = full + b ek (qv) = mouth cogn. b eak] 

volk [ f O'lk] n. 

(I) 4b. The Peopl e , usu. as Di e r-- sign. the Afrikaner people, 

freq. only Afrikaner nationalists: see quot. 

The Afrikaner Volk proceede d to find itself a long cultural and then 
along political lines. The Old Colony led the way. Walker A History 
of S . A . 1928 

For instance, die volk is a paternali sm when u sed in phrases s u ch 
as di e v o l k werk op die land; yet in Party slogans such as Vir Volk en 
V a d e rland; .i.t becomes the highest expression of Afrikaner Nationalism. 
Cape Times 19. 5 . 73 

In combination r--- sei~ 4b, .-......., s l eier 4b, 19, r--.-; s lied 4b, 

~swJ:l._4b, r---... .... spel~ 15, ~ raad 4b, ~ svreemde 4b, 29adj . 

all (qv). 

( 2) 19. Laboure rs, usu. farm hands : see quot. above : also volkies (qv) 19 : 

i n combination r-...._./ s hui sie 18. 
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No old fashioned Cape farmer would have tJ::ought this type of hou =''· 
picturesque enough fox· his labourers. The traditional volkshuisie at 
leas t had a peaked roof, a couple of simple gable ::> and the sort of 
commodious chimn.ey pi<:ce ~ ~. Cape Times 5. 10. 73 

[ Afk. fr. Du. volk = people cogn. folk, O.E. folc. ( + huisie fr. Du. 

huisie = small house, cottage] 

volkies ~folkl's] pl. n. 

19, 11. Usu. coloured (qv) 19 farm labourers: see a1so (2)volk 19. 

These old volkies ... work until sundown and still have the 
energy to play their guitars and sing. Lawrence Green Land of 
Afternoon 1949 

Pa always said the volkies were drunker on Good Friday than 
any other day of the year. Informant George, Cape 1974 

[ Afk. fr. Du. volk = labourers + dimin. suff.] 

volkseie [ 1folks,e:L<3] .!!· 

4b. National identity: see quot. 

A valuable half-truth is included in the doctrine of the volks eie, 
the national ethos - that each ''national'' group has something of its __ _ 
own to contribute to humanity. Edgar Brookes False Gods cit. 
Spotti swood 19 6 0 S. A. The Road Ahead 

[ ..A...fk. fr. Du. volk = people + eigen = ownJ. 

Volksie [ 1:f'5lks'i'J n . proJ?.. pl. - s 

Coil. 10, 31. Abbr. of Yolkswa~ used to refer. to the V. W. "Beet le" 

only: see also quot . at-~ 24, 10. 

That wide faced chap had a super beach-buggy made out of a 
Volksie. Child 10, 1971 

.•. i:f there's o ne thing turns me off a ou, it's greasy hair ... 
Hang man, you could keep a Volksie going for three weeks on he's hair, 
no kidding. Darling 9 . 10. 74 

[ see above] 

volksleier [ 'fnlks ,l el..~>( r)] n. pl. - s 

19, 4b. A politicallea.der. 

Perhaps the inner signifi cance of the 'bohaai1 is that there is a 
rising sense of panic abroad in South Africa today among 1volksleiers 1 

who have clearly and irremediably lost their grip on the minds and 
h earts of young people. Het Suid Western 17. 2. 71 

[ Afk. fr. Du. volksleider = national leader, ~id en= to lead] 

volkslied [ ' folks , :!!t] n. prop. and n. 

4b. National anthem or hymn. 

The singing o£ the Volks lied and a vote of thanks to General 
H ertzog closed the meeting. E . Province Herald 18. 1. 1921 

[ Afk. fr. Du. volksli.ed = national song] 



548 

volkspelP. ['f~lk,<-pJ..;;lla] pl. n. also modifier 

15. Afrikaans folk dances usu. pe-rformed in Voortr ekkc r (qv) l'), 26 

costume. 

dancing that night will be confined to volkspele and otheY." 
typically South African dances. Evening Post 5. 2. 72 

As modifier: 

An active "Volkspele'' (SouLh African folk-dancing) group 
practices regularly. Panorama Dec. 1972 

Derivatively _volkspe ler 19, a dancer of _r_"""'-" __ . _ 15. 

Teacher Mrs . Kruger helps two young "Volkspelers" from 
Britain to strike the right pose. Ibid Dec. 1972 

[ Afk. fr. Du. volk = people + spele = games fr. spelen = to play] 

_Yolksraad ['f;lks,ru.-t] n . prop. 

4b. Formerly used of the Legislative assemblies of the Transvaal 

(~id Afrikaansche Repub]iel~) and 0 range Free State Republics [now 

Afk. for the House of Assembly equiv. of Brit. House of Commons]. 

British authority again haying been withdra,Nn frorn the whole of 
this country [ Orange Free State] on the 23rd February 1854 ... its 
government is now in the hands of a President, freely elected by the 
inhabitants , ass i sted by an Executive Council and Landdrosts, ar.d 
Heemraden in the several districts while the Volk sraad exercises 
legi s lative functions. C. of G . H. Almanac for 1856 

The diggers, who hated and derided the Free Sta.te, appealed to 
the law just passed by its Volksraad, though it had not yet bee!·: pu'blish<:!d. 
Boyle To the Cape for Diamonds 1873 

[ Afk. fr . Du. volks = peoples + raad = council] 

volksvreemd( e ) [ 'folks,fr.ramt, - da] modifier 

4b, 29 adj . Alien to the people, see (I)~ · , or to their interests . 

From Broederbond documents I have seen over the past few years 
there emerges a sta rtling story c.~f the Broederbond fight against 
'volksvreemde ' organisations. Sunday Times 5. 11. 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. volk = people + vreemd = strange, alien + at t rib. sufL - ~J 

volkswil ~fblks, v~l] n.. 

4b. The wi 11 of the people, the National will. 

.. . a Party which has claimed, until now, that its leaders are the 
heaven- sent interpret01·s of the volkswil - the people's will . . . it :is 
difficult now for the Governn.1.ent to claim that they represent the 
'volkswi.l' . cit. Rogers The B l ack Sash 19 56 

[ Afk. fr. Du . .Y_9lk(~ = people's + wiL = wish, will] 

[[ .Y_?lum E; • .'.. n . 

24. Cubi c capacity under the S . Afr . metrication (qv) 24, 4b, system i s 

calculate d. in lit:res ( qv) 24 and millilitres (no t usu. ccs): l cubic foot ::: 

28. 3 Ji.tres: see also mas s 24 
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Y-CJ.:?T- [f'!.S~ ( r)-] :~· ancL.~.~v. prefx 

Z9A / P /A. Fore, fron t , ahea d : 2.7k in place nam e Voorbaai, u.nd 

numerous cornbinations f'""..-_bok 11, "'--_ hui ~ 1 8, ·~ kamcr 18, 
I . 

_::_'::__}(is 31 , 26, 18, ~ laaie:;:_ 20, (l)~r.loop 29vb, 31, ( 2)r-......,. _loop S .. 

t-._.. skot 24, 11, 30, ~ ... slag 31, (26), ~""~ span 31., 26, 

~-touw 31, 26, ( 1) ,.....'-..-trekker 19, 26, 27e, (2)_('"·-:~ trek~er_{s) 4b. 

all (qv ) . [ Afk. fr. Du. vo o r = befo1·e, in front adv/prep. ~ogn. fore] 

voovbok [ 1£"\.ld(r),bO'k] n. 
I 

11. A goat usu. a kapater (qv) 11, w h ich l eads sheep. d. B r it. 

p_ell- w e ther. 

No herd of sheep . was complete without one or more 
1 Voorbokkies 1 (leader goats). Sheep will neither go i nto nor out of a 
gate without a voorbok; without him they mill around, almost crushing 
each other to d eath. J ackson Trade r on t he Veld 19 58 

Figur . 

We are . . . very much the agteros rather tha n the voorbok in 
this field of research. U . C . T. Dec . 1971 

[ Afk. voorbok = bell- wether, leader g oat ] 

voor chitz.Ls, n. 

5. See.,vo erchitz/s 1 vo e rsis 5 . 

v oo:r;..huis [ 1f15'd(r),{ h)oe!'s] n 

18. The entrance hall of a Dutch h ou se, u su. large e nough to b e a 

gene ral sitti ng r oom: se e also voorkarne:r 18 . 

At about h alf an hour after nine, all retire d to rest; some to a 
m at on the floor in the voorhui s (entrance- room, or hall) which is a 
l arge room u sed for gene r a l purposes, and occupying the middle ar .. d 
principal part of the g r ound-floor; the master to the bed!.·oom at one 
end of the v oorhuis, and the gu es t s to a sma ll c hamber at the other . 
B u rchell Travels I 1822 

the night being piercing]y cold, I requested permissi on to 
bring our bedding from the waggon, and to spread it in the voo1:huis, or 
hall . . . Thompson Travels i:t,: S . A . II 1827 

[ Afk. fr. Du. voorhuis = fore part, hall of a house] 

voorkamer [ 1fV8 ( r ) 1ko..m8 ( r )] n. pl. - s 

18. The 'front room' or voo rhui s (qv ) lS of a Dutch house. 

Papa a nd L eonor a ... a re at Whisk i n m ijnheer ' s fo r e- kamer as 
the y style it, a handsome L ofty cham her with floor of plum- colour~d 
tiles hi gh polisht daily by a Slave . Sophia Pigot Di~E.Y circa 1820 
cit. F i tzroy.,"' Dar!"~Bri_q-ht Land_ 1955 

A. central front door, often under an ornamental gable , gave acces~; 

to a ' voorkamer 1 or front room Lewcock C 1 9 Archite c tnrc inS . . . . 
1963 

[ Afk. fr. Du . voork~~e r, ~1..:.. c.ogn. f o re + ka!!,l~.E.- cogn. c hamber, 

L a t. camera] 
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voorkls n. pl. - te 

3 i, 26, 18. The front wakis (qv) 18, 31, 26 or vvagon che.st (qv) 18, 31, 

26 serving beth as storage space and as the driver's seat on wagon 

journeys. 

In his voorkis {which was also the dri ver 1 s seat) he stored 
everyday items such as coffee beans and tea, canisters of rice and sugar. 
Lawrence Green }_I! hen the Journey's Over 1972 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ = before, front +kist cogn. chest] 

~-or1aaier ['fl!a(r) 1la'f.a{r)] n. pl. - s 

20. A muzzle- l oader . 

. . . the percussion cap came in, to take the place of the flintlock 
that the old Boers .used in their voor1aaiers. Bosman Jurie Steyn' s 
Post Offi~ 1971 

[ Afk. fr . Du. ~ cogn. fore +laden= to load (Afk. laai) +agent. suff. 

- e-r] 

~oorl~ ['f\f<)(rLhSap] vb intrns . 

29vb. 3 1. (Rare. } To lead a team of oxen. 

Then he called Tom and h anded the leading riem over to him, 
for it had been decided that Tom would voorloop for a while. 
Goldie I'uvcr of Gold 1969 

[ Afk. fr. Du. voor = in front + .l~.E.. = to go J 

2. 1 voor o<.?_E, n. 

8 . Rare: poss. obs.: s ee quot. 

In distillinQ brandy the first to make its appearance is known as 
the voorloop; Pettman Africanderism1!.3 [ ace. some witblits (qv) 8 
consists of the ~of the still. J ; 

[ DVv Y£.£!}oop_ = ·'hearls' , first runnings] 

voorlo....E~ [ 1f'\la{r) 1 l'Uapa{r)] ..!!;· pl. -s 

19, 31, 26. The leader of a span (qv} 11, 31 of oxen, . usu. a young 

Hottentot or coloured boy: see also (l)_J.eader 19, 31 and touleier 19, 31. 

Then a long wagon would pass .. . drawn by a span of ten or 
fou r teen oxen under the guidance of a voo'rloper, a brown boy, holding 
occasionally a small rope c:.ttached to the horns of the l eading bullocks . 
Alexander Western Africa. I 1837 

[ Afk. fr . Du. ~ = in front +!open = to walk, go {Afk. ,loop) + agent. 

suff. :.W 

voorskot [ ' fvd( r), sk::;t] n.. 

11, 24, ( 30). Advance payment made to a farmer in respect of a crop, 

wool clip etc:.: see a l so _agtersko!, middelsk2.t 11, 24, (30) . 

. . . many wool farmers . . . feel that they are losing out to other s 
throug h the "voorskot- agterskot" system of interim payments for their 
clips. Farmer' s Weekly 30. 5. 73 
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Voorskot for wool fixed The Voorskot for the 1974/75 wool 
season has been fi x e d cLt an average of Rl, 50 a kil•)gram for clean wool, 
the same as the voorskot for the first half of the p :revious season. 
E. Province Herald 9. 9. 74 

[ Afk . .fr. Du. voorschieten = to lend, to advance (money)] 
\ 

voorslag [ 'fva ( r), slax] n. pl. - s 

3 1, 26, 1 1 . A whip- poim: or lash: see quot. cf. Austr. cracker (on a 

whip). 

The driver wielded a gigantic whip - a long bamboo, tapering like 
a fishing rod from thick base to slender tip, to which was laced a still 
longer rawhide thong ending in a spliced on voor s lag or lash. Mockford 
Here areS. Africans 1944 

. .. Strops R l , 25; Agterslags 80c; Voorslags 45c; Skeys R2, 35 
all dozens. Farmer's Weekly Advt. 7. 7 . 71 

[ Afk. fr . Du. voorslag = first stroke] 

voorspan [ 'fV"a( r), span] n . 

Hist. prob. obs . 3 1, 26. An extra team or span (qv) 11, 31 usu. of 

oxen or horses. 

26 June 1811 This gentleman anticipated my wants, by proposing 
as the passage of the Hex-ri ver Kloof, and the ascent of the Roggeve]d 
mountain, would greatly exhaust the strength of my own oxen, that h e 
might issue orders for a voor-span {relay of oxen) to meet me at t hose 
placeb . Burchell Travels I 1822 

[ Afk. fr . Du. ~ cogn. fore + .,2pan = team] 
\ 

voortou(w) [ 'fw(r), t a 'IJ'] n. pl. - s 

31, 26. The _riem (qv) 18, 1 1 or rope held by the (!)leader, voorlop~~:... 

or touleier 19, 31, 26 all {qv) to guide a span {qv) 11, 31 of draught 

oxen. 

Her father had himself taken the 'voortouw' - the thong looped 
around the horns of the leading oxen, and led the span to keep it upon 
its course. McMagh A Dinner of Herbs 1968 

~k. fr. Du. ~ cogn. fore + touw = rope, cord] 

Voortrekker ['flfa(r),treka (r)] · n. prop. pl. - sand n. modifier 

{ 1} 19, 26. A Boer pioneer usu. a member of the Great T r ek {qv) 26 

from the Cape Colony to the Transvaal in 1834 and 1837 of those 

di ssatisfied with British r u le and with the abolition of slavery: see also 

quot. at ou~an 3 1, 26. 

The first Dutch settlers, a party of the "Voortrekkers 11 , arrived 
in Pietermaritzburg in 1838 . Buchanan Pioneer Davs in Natal 1934 

~'\:o~~w>. 
A s modifier ,......._.,. costume 5 ( see at volkspelel\*• ~.,dress 5, 

r--- monu ment 4b, 18, ~victory 4b, ....-.....,wagon see trek waQon 

31, 26. 

It was the week befor e the foundation-laying of the Voortrekke:r 
:Monument and at every station srnall groups of boys and girls in 
Voortrekhcr dress got on and of£ the train. \Vhen the boys , with the ir 



coJ.oured cordurpy suits, and the girls , v.rith 
long gingham dresses made a bright show ... 
the D esert 1953 
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the j r wide kapoi es an.d 
K:~ige The Dream and 

They feel that the monument, commemorating the Voortrekker 
victory against the Zulus at Blood River in 1838, is ''a waste of money." 
Sunday Times 19. 12. 71 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ = advance cogn. fore + trekk~J2:_= to travel, migrate, 

march + agent. suff. -E] 

(2) 4b, 15. An Afrikaner youth movement similz.r to the Boy Scouts, 

Girl Guides etc . 

. . . the Voortrekkers hived off from the Boy Scouts, and the 
Noodhulpliga hived off from the Red Cross, and latterly the Rapportryer s 
are going to break away from Rotary , . . E. G. Ma1herbe Training 
for Leadership in Africa cit. Spottiswoode S.A. The Road Ahea d 1960 

Eleven George Yoortrekkers have raised R2. 000 for their 
commando . . . The money will be used to build their own commando h all . 
The picture shows the Voortrekkers with their com mandant- on the 

extreme right. E. Province Herald 7. 4 . 75 
[ fr . (l)Voortrekke:!.·] 

vrede ['frJ:ada] n.abstr. 

27b . Peace: found inS. Afr. place names e. g. Vredefort, Vrededorp, 

Rust- en- Vrede. [ Afk. fr. Du. vrede = peace] 

vrek [ frek] vb intrns. 

Coil . .Slang. 29vb, 10. Die: usu. of an animal. 

... our stock, particularly i n mountainous areas where it is 
difficult to round up every four days for foot bathing, are· 'vrekking' 
like flies", Mr- told congress . Farmer's Weekly 11. 7. 73 

Figur. 10: as in 11 just about """"-" ke<!, of the heat' or in 1G aan vrek' 

equiv. of 1 Drop dead. ' 

[ Afk. fr. Du. verrekken = disjoint, strain cogn. Ger. verrecken = 
to die (vul gar)] 

l 

vroetel [frutt, 

Coil. Slang. 

- ·al] vb. 

29vb, 10. Us u. in phr. ..:;,..._~::..--' _ _;W1~· t;:.;;h;;;.l, 

etc . s ign. ' rness about', 'root around' etc. 

~ about with/in 

I h aven't got time to go vrocteling with hymns - l e t's do the 
anthem. Choirmaster Graharnstowu 1971 

[ Afk. fr. Du. wroeten = rootle about (as of a pig) burrow] 

vrot [frot] adj. 

Slang. 29adj. 10. Rotten {lit.) figur. equiv. of 'lousy' , 'no good' etc . : 

see combination ~ eier 19, 10. 

And what are the charges against me? That I b roke a stick 
over Booy' s h ead. It was a rotten stick, vrot, or it would not h ave 
broke n. Stuart Cloete Watch for the Dawn 19 39 

[ Afk. £r . Du. v e rrotte n = t o rot] 
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vrote i e r ['f:r.ot, e3. a {r)] n . pl. -s 

19, 10. Lit. 'rotten. egg'. among children one who is ·'out' in a gazne, 

or a poor sport, poor spt: cimen etc.: s e e _Eapsnoek 19, 10, .E,apbroek 19, 

10. [ Afk. vrot = rotten + eier = egg] 

vrou(w) [frav] n. pl. -s 

(1) 19. Also angl. .f!o(u)w: a married w oman usu. D-.1tch: mistress 

of a household:~~· cJ: ('%) ~· 
... good looking cheerful Frouw, two neat daughte rs and the 

mynhee r a very capital specimen of the best class of Dutch Boer . 
' T h e Traveller ' s' Journal 1832-3 edit. Gordon-Brown 1972 

(2) 1, 19. Equiv. of 1 v:;:ife 1 : a mode of addres s or reference c£. juffro~ 

1, 19. [also formerly occ. titular v-v'ith surname as Ger. Frau 

Schmidt. J 
Di s tance t o them is no consideration, the boor puts his vrouw 

a nd kinders into the wa15on, lights his pipe and sets off to travel five 
hun dre d miles with as much e13.s e as we should t e n in England. 
Philipps Occurrences in Albany and Caffer -la.nd 1827 

_..!' 

; In combination boer( e ) ~ 19 sign. either an Afrikaans (qv) 23 woman 

or a countrywom an. 

" My husband, of course, is English", Lisbet explain ed. " But 
I am pure Dutch - a regul ar Boer~·" Brett Young City of Gold. 
194 0 

[ Aik. f r. Du. vrouw =woman, v;rife, misitress e t c . ( + b~er sign. 

Afrikaner or ' from the country')] 

vry [ fre:r.] vb i ntrns . 

Coll. 15, 29vb. To court, woo: or t o indu l ge in ki ssing and caresses: 

d erivative l y as vb1 n. ,....._ ing. cf. Austr . mash, to court or woo as ..!!· 
a lover . 

I'm furious with that b -- c h aplain. He said I did t oo much 
vrying. Schoolboy 18, 1974 

,..._ e r 19, l over: ':'"' ery 15, courting; ,-.._; hoek(ie) 15, 18, a 

c onveni ent corner for a courting coup l e . 

Tant Sannie was well satisfied when told of the betrothment. 
She herself contemplated marriage with one or other of her numerous 
1 vrijers ' and she suggested that the weddin gs might take place together. 
Schreiner Story of a n African Far.E2._ 1883 

[ Afk. fr. Du. yrij e.!!_:= to court or woo] 

Vryheidscorlog [ 1 fre~ ,he:t.ds 1"\J"a (r)}ox] n. prop. 

20 . The Afrikaans made of reference to the S . Afr. Wars : see Ang.lo­

Boe:r_ Wa:t:._ 20 : usu. as eerste {fi r st) ----. or _!wee de ( s ccond) ,..-..._ . 

"We in South Africa have another ' vryheid soorlogr t o fi ght- not 
against the cruel might of Britain, but against the seJiishness which 
dorninates our hearts and our l aws, and which is co ntrary to the 
principles o£ the Kingdom of Heaven, 11 h e said. E . Province Herald. 
31.5. 7 3 

[ Afl~. fr. Du . ~r.ijheidsoor!og = war of independence.". d . p l ace name 

V1-yheid = fr'eedom, victory J 



..YrystaaJ: .. [ ' fre1! sta, t] _n. prop. and interj. 

(t) 4b. The Orange Free Sta.te: ~erivately .--er 19 one born, brec! o.t' 

livj.ng in the ' Free State' : see alsoJHikoo~ 19, 10. 

He tells me he is an old "Vrystaater", and his people before him, 
and says " whe,n I was a boy the Vrystaat was not like t;:.is ... 11 

Iris Vaughan ··La.st of .the Sunlit Years 1969 

(2) 9. Exclamatio:a equiv. of hurrah, whoopee etc. 

W /0-- said he was in ... the police station wl:.en he turned 
and saw a naked Y.ihite man turn around at the door of the c!large office 

and run out shouting 11 Vrystaat." E . Province Herald 1.9. 4. 74 

Mr. C- was awarded the trophy and he was loudly c heered with 
the appropriate cry of 11 Vry::>taa t . . . ! 11 Pa,norama Feb. 1975 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vrij =_free + staat cogn. state] 

* 
vygie ['feix'l] n. pl. - s 

1;3, \28. Lit. 'little fi g ': generic name for almost all species of 

Mesembryanthemum and allied genera: often those species of 

Carpobrotus with edible fruits ( see sour fig 14, hotnotsvv 14, ~.E.Y.Y. 14 , 

ghokum ( gaukum) 14 and numerous species with sho"vy flow0rs opening 

only during hours .of sunlight [Mesembryanthemum = midday flower]: . •. 

see also s.ldlpadbos 28$ 13 . 

. • . it' s all in the new flower book this year, "The Genera of 
the Mesembryanthemaceae." Better known as ' vygies', these bright 
litt l e plants owe a lot to the creators of the book who spent a lifetime 
studying them . Fair Lady 10. 11. 71 

numerous combinations e. g. bees( cattle) ~ -·' klip{ stone) '::::::._• 

_!:>erg (mountain) ~ , brakveld ~ , bokbaai or sand ,...............,, 

Dorotheanthus growing most prolifically at Bokbaai (Buck Bay). 

It was September when we visited Buck Bay and what a joy it 
was to walk through fields of ... bokbaai vygies, yellow and gold 
sour-iigs . . . Farmer's Weekly"lC 

Dorotheanthus or bokbaai vygies are best in late '.vinter or early 
spring. Evening Post 10. 10 .. 70 

[ Afk. fr. Du. vijg cogn. fig + dimin. suff. -ie] 

':' ~du [ 'Vllndu] ~- pl. - s, f/J 

12. Hcterobranchus longifilis, a large air- breathing freshwater 

catfish of the Clariidae fr. the Zambezi. 

Dr Rex Jubb holding a small specimen of the vundu, ... of 
40 lb. The split dor sal fin separates it f rom the common Barbe l. 
Piscator No 90 Autumn 1974 

[ local name] 
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w 

wa [ va, :] n. preix and suff. 

3 1 . Wagon: suffixed in wagon types bok r -.J 31, see buckwagon; 

osse ,..__/ 31 ( see O . B. 4b. }; kakebcen......._, (qv) 31 : :.n plant name 

,-...... boom (qv:) 32 P r otea arborea, sign. that the wood was used in 

wagon building {se€ also waoonwood 32, 18) ; ~ pad (qv) 3 1, 26, 27.:t. 

a n d pl. , -...._, en in waenhuis (qv) 18, 11. 

[ Afk. fr . Du. ~agen] 

waai [ val. ] vb intrns . pref. 

(l) 29vb, 10. 

11 must fly, 1 

Lit. 1blow1 in phr. I must/Ek moet -...... 

' dash off' etc . cf. Canad. hit the trail. --------
10, equiv. of 

(2) 28 . Prefx in p l ant name sign. a tendency to blow away etc . 

r:-- bos 32 Tar chonanthus camphoratus; ,......._ bossie 28, Salsola kaE 

and S . tragus 'tumbleweed' see rolbos 28, 32; .,........._, gras 28 Panicm11 

atrosangui neum . 

( 3) 27£. Blow(y): found inS. A.fr. place nam~s Waaiplaats and Waaihoek 
) 

[ Afk. fr . Du. waaien = to blow] 

waaier- [ 1vaJ:.a{r)-] n . prefx 

( 1) 28. Fan: prefx to names of plants with fan- shaped leave s or 

flowers : "-' boom 32, Cussonica. soicata, see ki ep erso~ 32; 

r-"' lelie 13, Curtonus paniculatus; _....., palm 32, Hyphaene crinit_?:, 

fan palm: [ als o..c:::--- stert m eerkat 1(bl;s~~ hA,j/eJ.) J'e:tvS. ,;,a"fi~; f.ee. m fle'Ykec,/;. 

( 2) 28. Prefx: sec also waai sign. ' blown about ' e . g . ,.-..._,_, bossie 32, 

Tri umfet ta Sander~ and dimin. form r--, _tjie 32, Witsenia rr.au;:-a . 

[ Afk. fr. Du. waaien = to blow, f a n + a gent. suff. - er] 

v.J<>-G.f \:_ \j ~·· lf)1 ~' 
~~ [ .... ] - waatlemoen- ' va..th:~ 1 mun n . or efx and suff. 

14. ··Watermelon- : kaffir ,........_ 14, see kaffir melon 14; ~ak~~..£ 14, 

karkoer 14; ""--" konfyt 7, see konfyt 7. [ Afk. corruption of Du. 

watenneloe!}] 

waboom [ 1vQ: 1 bvam] !!· pl. - s 

( 1) 32, 13. Protea arborea or P. grandiflora, a tree-protea of up to 

Sm in h eight: a.lso called suikerbos (qv) 13. 

14 April 1811 ... W e passed some large trees of Wagenboom 
(Protea grandiflora), so called by the colonists be cau se the W'.)Ot\ of 
it had b een found SLlitable for making the fellies of waggon-v;heels. 
It i s reddish. and has a very pret::y, reticulated grain. Burchell 
Travels I 1822 

The waboom i s one of t h e tallest of the genus Protea and is found 
in dry rocky parts of the Cape, often with a trunk a foot or more in 
diameter. It has ha.ndso1ne, v e ry blue foliage, oval l eav-es, anC. large 
pale yellow flowers 2. to 4 inches in diameter, rather like a stiff, round 
shaving brush. Palmer and Pitman Trees of S . A . 1961 
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(2) 27c. Found i n S. Air. place names e. g. 'Naboomskraal, 

Waboomsrivier . 

[ Afk. ~ fr. Du~ ..,,,.~en cogn. wagon + b o om = tre e cegn. Ger. ]3aum] 

wae nhuis ~vc...er.1 hoe1's] n. pl. - e 

18, 11. Coach houF.e or wagon- sh1-d: a feature of old farm s , 

.drost_9ys/ies (qv) 13, 17, or other old houses preserved. or r.estored, 

esp. in the countr. 'f· [ Afk. ~- fr. Du. wagen cogn. wagon + huis 

cogn. house] 

wagonchest/box/ki s t, n. pl. - s, - es, -te 

18, 31, 26. A lidded chest used on wagon journeys both for storage 
l 

and as a seat for t he driver (see voork is: the 2;_gterkis !:>eing the .........._., 

under the .!_ent (qv) 26, 31.) both still prize d as ar ti cles of domestic 

furnitur e : see wakis 18. 

The above, with a large gun, an axe, adze, and hamme . .r, a 
couple of waggon- chests, a churn, a large iron pot for. boiling soap, 
and one or two smalle r ones for cooking, are all that is absolutely 
requisite... Thomps e n Travels inS. Afri ca II 1827 

... Four w agon kists; . . . E. Province Herald Advt. 1. 6. 73 

[trans. Aik . wakis fr. Du. wage n cogn. wagon + kist= chest] 

wagon w ood, n. 

18. The timb e r of P rote a a.rbor e a (grandiflora): see quot. at 

waboom 3 2, 18, 13, a nd at ( 2) yellowwood 18. 

P. W. Keyte l. Has always on hand a great v a riety of English a.nd 
Swe dish Iron , Wagon wood, Stinkwood, Deals and Boards C. of G. H. 
Alma nac for 1856 Advt. 

wag-'n-bietjie ['vaxrz-,bikT, -ci] n. pl. -s, interj. 

( 1) 32. Lit. 1 Wait a little bit ': any of several species of thorny A caci a. 
1/0JHO'.J>.~ ~· 

cf. Austr. wait- a -while (Acacia): in combination~kai:f er ........._ 32, see 

" " katdoring 32 .. 

. . . a thorny s h rub (acacia detinens ) well known i n the Colony by 
the nam e of w agt een bitje (wait a bit), the prickles of whi ch b ei ng 
shaped like hooks, there is no get ting l oose from them wh en they car.ch 
hold of one's clothes, except by tearing out the p a rt entangl ed. Their 
grappling p roperti es I soon experienced to my so r row, for I was n early 
pulled off my hors e several times . • . Thompson Travels in S . A . i. 
1827 - ·· 

(2) Coll. 9, 10. Interj.: e quiv. of ' Wait a moment', 1H ang on' e tc. 

Bilingualism in h otels : Wag 1n bietjie T h e Ministe r . .. has 
extended for two rnonth s the period wi thin which receptionists a n d 
t e l ephonists of licensed hot -e ls are r e quired to s ho .... v p roof tha t they a:r e 
bilingual. Cape 'Limes 7 . 12 . 72 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ch!££. = to wait + een = a + bietje = li ttl e bit] 
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wait-2-- bit, moo:Ii.fier 

Hist. poss. ob.s . 29adj.Q\..Traveller1s term for E~:E'- ' n.- bietji~ {qv) 32. 

Tor n and ac:.ratchecl by "wait-a-bit" thorns , tripped and hal£ 
strangle d by par asitical mon..'-<ey- rope, the c ompany tore a way through 
t he treacherous bush . . . McKay Last Ka.ffir War 187 1 

[ t r ans. A:fk. wag ' n bietii(J 
' 

w ait on, vb phr. 

Su bstand. 29vb , 10. Equiv. of archaic ' wai t u pon' sign. 1-w·ait for '. 

We're ou t of s t ock but we ' re wai ting on s u pplies now. Cape 
Town Shopkeeper 6. 7 . 7 1 

The Langa police station l ooked like the out- patient department 
of a busy hospital as scores of people with serious wounds waited on 
ambul ances . E . Province Herald 26. 3. 73 

[ t r ans . Afk. vb phr. wag op formal 'wait upon' usu. i n biblical contexts~ 

wakis ['vo..: 1kt.s] ..!!· pl. - te 

18 , 31, 26. A chest or kist (qv) 18 made specifically for wagon travel: 

the front or voorkis (qv) 18 serving as the d r iver's seat and t he rear or 

agt erki s (qv) 18 used unde r the tent (qv) 3 1 for storage purposes: now 

· m u ch sought-after collector's pieces: see a l so at wagon chest 3 1, 18, 

2 6 and q uot: at koskas 18 and jonkmanskas 1 8 . 

:A dealer in indigenous antiques warned .. . that certain shady 
d eal ers were buying up wakiste (wagon boxes} and using the wood of one 
to make four fake wakiste. . . . Wakiste made of stinkwood and yellow­
wood that would have sold for R45 two years ago are now ·fetching R250 
E. Province Herald 24. 5. 74 

[ Afk. fr. Du. wagen cogn. wagon+~ cogn. chest] 

w ant to1 doesn'tLdon't, vb phr. 

29vb, 10. Used with inanimate subject as equiv. of Eng. 'wortt' without 

sen se of negative volition. 

This door doesn' t want to open. Student 1970 

I!lad to ma:kelprope:t:-mosbolletj.e-s.._on the- :fa--nm _butthey....-!l~'ver 
d ' · __......,...- w ' ;;......---- o·' _.....-:;::: '- -- .__...-"?a te to- rrs e . ornan ex r,.a;nge Free State 1971 

M·y jeans don't want to come oH:--6-hild- 1' 9-72· 

[ prob . mistrans. of Afk. wil nie = doesn't / don' t want to] 

wapad [ 'vo.: ,pat] n . 

3 1, 26. Wagon road: also in expr. ~~old as the Kaapse ,..._ 10, and 

in place name 27 a Wapadsberg: see quot. at ( 3)trek. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ cogn. wagon + pad = road, track cogn. path] 

wardmast er, n. pl. - s 

Hlt . Obs. 17, 19 . An unpaid civic official in charge of a ward in the 

early d a ys of Cape Town: see als o quat. at ( 1) eati n_g_house 15, 30. 



... the office of Wardmaster is absolutely nece:ssa1·y to the 
internal well- being of the town and the tranquility of the i:1habi tants, 
so that it cannot b e perrr.itted tha t anyone legally •:alled u.pon shall 
refus e serving it . It is hereby declared, that from the nature of the 
Office of Wardrnas ter, the obligation everyone is under r o contribute 
to the general good. Should anycne refuse to fill the . . said office, he 
rnust state his reasons fat· so doing, in writing to the Bu1·gher Senate 

Should the grounds of r efusal be d e emed inadmissable by the 
Burghe r Senate, and the appointed Person contirn:·.e to :refuse, he shall 
be deprived of all his p ri,rileges as Burgher, and the Government 
approvin g, be moreover considered as an unwilling an<.l refractory 
Burgher and be sent out of the Colony. African Court Calendar for 
1819 

~ ['vo.:ra] adj. 

Coll. 29adj. 10. Genuine, true: freq. in phr. ,......_., A~rikaner 19 and 

~ boe:;- 19. cf. Austr. dinkum. 

While pointing out that Smuts was probably the only political 
figure in our history with world stature, the a.utho r adds that he was 
not a~ Afrikaner. Evening Post 4 . 11. 72 

l'n1 a ware boeremeisie, I love porridge. Cape Times 3. 7. 73 

[ attrib. form of Afk. ~ ;= true fr. Du. ~ cogn. Ger. wahr] 

warm, adj. 

Substand. 10, 29adj . Equiv. of 1 ~ot1 in phr . e. g . .-..- bath, _,___, food~ 

~ drink etc . ~· 

P- 's warm pies sold here. ~otice·· 4t Graham s town ~ 1970 

[ translit. Afk. warm [ varrp] = hot] 

wash spear~. to vb phr. 

Hist. 2, 20, 29vb. See quat. 

It is probable that Kreli did not hims elf desire war, but his 
young warriors were eager to wash their spears, and spurned a ll 
restraint. Whiteside and Ayliff History of the Abambo 1912 
1962 edit. 

He restored the old military system, with regim ents compo sed 
of young braves who could no t marry till they had " washe d thei r spears' ' 
in blood. Keppel Jones §hort Histo!:.Y_C2£ 50. 19 48 

[ ( Ngu.) Zu. ukuge za imikhonto = to wash spears, to carry out a 

ceremonial cleansing] 

-wate r, n. suff. 

Su bstand. 10. Used as equiv.o.f o r sign. 'a mixture of X-and-wa t e r', e . g . 
\1\V\.~ "'-" 

sugar r-....,, 1\detY.ol {di sin.fe.ctant), . ..._ , or sign. a solution or infusion: 

s ee.J..ea.w~ 7: also Jam. E. sugar w ate::.- [ also coconut water l . 

cf. [I.E. ] butte r bread 7, 25. 

The powder increases itself with each brew, like the •Jineg ar­
p l ant. It adds a spl endid flavour to ordinary s ugar- water: and as 
yeas t for bread maki ng s imply cannot be equalled. E . London Dispatch 
20. 12. 1911 cit. Pcttman 

[ prob. transferenc e fr . Afk. u se] 
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waterblommet)ie [ 1vo..ta(r1tbJ.om1k1, - c1] n. pi. - s 

28, 14. L it. 'little water flower' loosely appEed to several species 

preferri ng a damp h abitat o r g r o wing in water, esp. to A_Eogoneton 

distachyos,.. see wat e ruintjie 14: in combination ,-._, bredie 7 . 

Wateruint:jie ~: waterblornmetjie) Bredie: 2 soup p late s of 
w,a terblommetjies (Apponogeton), plucked from their stalks ... 
Hilda Gerber Cape_ Cookery 19 50 

. . 

[ Afk. ~ater + b l om = flower cogn. bloom + dimin. sui£. - etjie] 

I 

watereendji~ E va.. ta( r )~ a ~k"i, -c'l] n. pl. -s 

·28, 13. Prob. corruption of wateruintjie (qv) 14. 
I 

wate r fi skaal/fisca.~ [ 1va.ta (r) ,f~s 'ko.-:1] n . pl. - s 

(1.) 3. The boubou or bush s hrike Laniarius ferrugineus . 

About Cape Town t his bi.rd is known as the Waterfiskaal, and 
is common i n thick bush but fa r more often heard than seen. E. Gill 
A First Guide to S . Afr. Birds 1959 

' ' 

~) 17, 19 . Water bai li if , the official in contro l of the water fur :rows_ 

(qv) 18of a town: seealso (water)-erf 18. 

wate r, ride on vb phr. 

~vb, 10, 11. See ride (on water] 29vb, 11 . 

waterskaap / waterkudu [ ' va..ta ( r) 1 sko..p, ..., "] -,kudu n. p l. f/J 

6 . The aquatic a n telope Tragelaphu.s {s elousy spe.!';...ei see sit atunga 6 . 

[ A fk . water cogn. water + skaa p cogn. s h eep (kudu (qv))] 

wateruint ji e ['va.ta(r}, oeinkl', - ci'J n . pl. - s 

14 . Apogoneton distachyos ; the bulbs and flowers of which are edible : 

see a lso waterblommetji e 28, 14 : a l so known as ~tereendjies ' little 

ducks' poss. because of the floating white flo wers, or more prob. 

corrupted fo r m of r-V . 

31 Jan 18 11 . . . a p l ant c a lle d Water-uye ntji es, the root of which, 
when r oasted, is much eaten by the s laves and Hottentots . The heads of 
flowers, boiled, make a dish which may, i n taste a nd appearance, be 
compared to s pinach. Bur chell Travels I 1822 

In combination ,-....._, breclie 7, a bre di e (qv ) 7 made with the flc.wers of 

~s. 

A recipe which probabl y d a t es b ack to Hottentot times is water­
uint jiebredie. Early Springti me at the Cape is marked by the appear­
a n ce in s luggi sh streams and shallow vlei s of the sweet- scented white 
flm.vers of the wateruintjie (Aponogetcn distachyu s }. Only the flowers 
are used and the s e· mus t be you!1g and f resh . Farmer' s W e ekly 
25. 4.73 

[ Afk. uintjie fr . Du. ajui.ntiie = little onion] 
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~!tle, n. pl. - s 

3 2, 11 30. Also bas~om: Acacia decurrens and A. mollissima both of 

which ha.ve been inst!Oduced from Aust rali.a and are cultivated inS. A. 

for the bark which yields tannin. 

In combination black ,..,..._ Pel~ophorum africanum, so called from its 

likeness to A. mollissima; silver ,......._ Acacia dealbata, also orig. a 

native of Austr. both of which species can be troublesom e to farm ers 

on account of their tendency to encroach upon (2)veld (qv) 11: also 

~looper 21 a moth, which in its caterpillar stage d ~foliates r-..../. 

T h e thousands of dark- c oloured, medium sized m oths which have 
suddenly appeared i n Grahamstown are the species Achaea liena:rdi 
Boisduval, comn•on1y known as the "Wattle Looper". . . . The !' Wattle 
Looper" is a species occurring throughout : he greater part of Africa . 
. . . Crop plants which are defoliated by this species include black wattle 
in Natal, castor oil plant in the Transvaal and citrus in t he E astern 
Cape. Grocott1 s Mail 22. 3. 74 

wax berry, n. 

18, 32. Myrica cordifolia: see berry wax 18 and quot. at mevrou 1, 19. 

[trans. A£k. fr. Du. ~ cogn. wax+ besjie = berry] 

weaver bird, n. pl. - s 

3 . See vink 3. 

- w eg [vex] n . usu. suff. 

27a. Road, way: found usu. in t rans . street names, Alexandraweg, 

Mil1:1erweg, Hoofweg in contrast to straat (qv) 17, also in r o u te name 

Ou Kaapse Weg. [ Afk. fr. Du. weg = road cogn. way] 

weg is ek [ 1 vex~s , ek] j.nterj . 

Coll. 9, 10. Equiv. of 'I' m off!': see also waai, I m u st 10, 29vb. 

[ Afk. weg = away + i s ek = am I ] 

wei- [vel] adv. pr efx 

'27k Well-: found in S . . A.fr. place names u su. as prefx to vb partie. 

e. g . W el gevonde, Welgelegen, Welve r dient. 

[ Afk . fr . Du. we1 cogn. well] 

werf [ verf] n . pl. -ven, -we, - s 

18, 11. An area, often enclosed, including homestead, barns and other 

ootbuildings: roughly equiv. of farmstead / yard: also 27e in place name 

Driewerwe [ Three ,...._] 

The homestead of the corn farmer was also a substan.t~.al and 
commodious structure with many outbuildings in the 11 \>i: e r £11 , or yard, 
including workshops and a smithy. C . Graham Botha _9ur S . A. Pas t 
and Present 1938 
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The nearest English equivalent of a wP.rf is a homestead, and 
reference to the prl'Vious Gold Laws shows that two kinds of werven are 
contemplated • . . Sisson S. _Ai;: . Judicial Dictionarv ] 960 

[ Afk. farmyard fr. Du. ~;:_£ = yard cogn. ·wharf] 

- wes- [ 'ves-] ~C?..!-..eEi.· 

27h. -West-: found inS. Air. place names eitl:.er as trc:.ns. as in 

Somerset-Wes or i~.l Afk. names e. g. Wes-Driefontein, Stilbaai- w es. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. west] 

what, prn. 

Substand. 29prn. red.: u sed redundantly after 'than' in comparative 

structures. 

x.In the words of Miss H- M- Sandton Tvl: 
what I have ever felt and very happy and content. 11 

27. 10. 7 4 Advt. 

111 feel fitter than 
Sunday Times 

"It's that sort of thing that gives us Marice farmers a bad name'' 
... And we didn't want any wors e name than what we already had Chris 
Welman reckoned. Bosma n A Bekkersdal Mara.thon 1971 

)( 

[trans. Afk. compa:r.ative structure e. g. ouer as wat ek i s::: lit . ' older 

tha.n what I am.'] 

white2 n. pl. - s, also adj. 

4b, 23, 19. Also Euro_Eean ( qv) 4b, 23, 19: s i gn. a white skinned 

person: see (u)mlung~ !,2, 19 ,23 as opposed to o n e of colour, f r eq, 

as adj. in phr. a member of the rJ grouB and combination.!!~~ 

sign. any person of colour whether of African, Asian or mixBd ancestl·y: 

see also ..£_Ol?ure<t non-European_4b, 23, 19 and blac~ J9, 23: see quot. 

quot. at reclassify 4b, 29vb . 

Mr. T . M -, the first black to man age a chai n s tore i!'l Um tata 
... has a staff of seven, including a white. Daily Dispo.tch 3. 5 . 72 

Three Whites h ave been arre·s ted, and will appear in the ... 
Magistrate ' s Court this morning to be char ged with m u rder. E . P:.:-ovince 
H e rald 10. 4. 73 

[fr. Afk. b 12_!!ke pl. - s (qv) cogn. Fr. blanc = white] 

white eye, n. p l. - s 

3. Any of several species of Zostercpidae esp. ?oste:r~- c-aper;.s~:~ 

.c?£-e-ns,i-5 ; the Cape~....::-=__, glasogi~ 3 or ker_s_o_gie 3 (kersie); small 

gregar i ous fr'.lit a nd insect- eating birds recognisable by a white ring 

ram.d the eye. cf. Austr. ~~eye, Zosterops . 

Birds had made themselves at home in the garden -· brilliant 
sunbirds of sev eral kinds , cha ttering wnite-· eyes , £.in ches, robins an•l 
thrushes. PE~rsonality 2. 4 . 71 

[fr . appearance] 
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16. Diphtheria . 
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. . . it was found that white sore throat had set in, and she became 
d ecidedly worse . . . Cape Town Directorv for 1866 (Obituary} 

[trans. Afk. witseerkeel:::: diphtheria] 

white tie, n. pl. - s 

5 . Ambiguous i n SAE: more freq. the ~worn b y an _9uderling, 

dominee or predikant all (qv) 19, 4a of the Dutch Reformed Church 

(qv ) 4a: se e a1so .,r:p~ncl5, than the white bow tie worn with formal 

evening dress . or 'tails.' ;~u-. o-)..'-.0 'f'o"'(}.'i'···. ~ ' 

All the leading farmers were ouderlings (e lders}, who, en the 
Sabbath, clad in their ' swar t manel' (black frock coats) , 'swart keil' 
(high b l ack top h at}, 'wit boortjie en das' (white collar and ti'e), to::>k 
thei r duties ver y seriously. Jackson Trader on the V eld 1958 

[ t:r;ans. Afk. wit das] 

\.J~~ ~~~\>·<~~-

widow-bird, n. pl. -s ( f\oc.c? 'tcl(1-4! ·x c:M.. \ 

3. Any of several species of the Viduinae1.an~d.AS •. 0·liopa-s$e·r proc_ne . ..;Procne 

l \ ~-\ .. , ,\,.. .. 
~h.r-, :~f~:_':?-- of..the 'Ploceina.e. usu. called sakabula (qv) 3 esp. i n Natal: see quat. a t 

sakabula 3 and kaffir f inch 3 . ----
By the time the widow- birds put on their funereal tails in 

Noveml-}er the whole crop had withered. Brett You ng C i ty of Gold 194 0 

[h. simila r ity of plumage to b lack 'widow's weeds'.] 

wild dog, n . p l. - s 

6. _!:ycaon pictus ( venaticus) ~ a predatory dog, hunting in packs, 

d estroying both flocks and game. cf. Aubir. ding~ 

... where wild dogs and wolves devour the flocks 
Voyage I 1834 

Webster 

The w ild dogs , or ;wilde honden' as they are termed by the Dutch 
boers, are still abundant in the precincts of the Cape Colony, . . . This 
interes t ing through destru c tive animal seems to form the connecting 
link between the wolf and the hyena. McKay Last Kaffir Wa r 1871 
1970 edit. 

Filde bees (t) ['v;!;lda , l:Yr.dst] n . pl. '/J, -s 

6. Also gnu (qv) 6: either of t wo S. Air. a nte lopes with/%any of the 

charac teristics o~~: Connochae t es taurinus the _£lu \;..'?~or 
£:..&.!!2.~ the blac~ ,........._, : see a l so quat. at s notsiekt~ ll. 

T h at r emarkabl e animal, the gnu or wilde b eest . . . Forming the 
l ink which connects the ox tribe with the antelope, it partak es in some 
degree of the c h arac t er of both . . . Great numbers a re annually killed, 
and their flesh c ut i nto strips, dried, and converted into excellent 
biltongue. C. of G . H. Almanac 1843 

WI LDEBEEST, i s a gnu, a nd the refore an antelope. Sis son 
S. Afr . . Judicia l Dictiona:uc_ 1960 

[ Afk. fr . Du. wild(:;:)= wild+ beest cogn . b eas!_ (qv )] 
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wilde perd [ 1Vk..da 1 peri:, -p<L-a(r)t] .!!.· pl. i1J 

( 1) 6. Obs. name for the zebra (Eguus zebra). 

]!g_uus f'.eb.La..· The Zebra. Wilde Paard of the C_ape -~oloni.sts . 
Harris Wild ~_Eorts of S. A. 1839 

(- fr . fami ly nam::.eguus_ (horse) Afk. ir. Du . wild(E:) + Eaarq::: hox-se] 

( 2) 12. Sargus cervinus, a l so called zebra and S!teepdassie (qv) 12. 

[fr. stripes] 

wild e vis [ 'vtclda , f!s] .!!· p l. --s 

12. E 1ops saurus: see sprinQer 12. 

One was a skipjack (Elops Saurus, ... also called C a pe salmon, 
springer or wildevis), . .. caught in the surf from a hig h rock. 
Grocott' s Mail 18. 1. 72 

[Afk. fr. Du. _y.rild + _-attrib. suff. -~ + vis , visch cogn. fish] 

wildevyeboom [, vr l da 1fe1a 1 b v am] 

32. Also wild fig: Ficus cordat us 

wild cogn. wild + attrib. suff. - e + 
Ger. Baum] 

n. pl. b orne 

see Wonderboom 32. [ Afk. fr . Du. 

vijg cogn. :fig + boom = tree cogn. 

windmaker(s)bos [ '~ nt,ma.ka (r}(s) , bo s] n. pl. f/J 

32. :Pass erina filiformis, a highly inflammable s!nub which ' migrates 1 , 

s ee nlant mig-ration 1 1, 4b and encroaches on ( 2)y_elq (qv) 11 

[A:fk. y.rind + maak cogn. make + agent. suff. .:J:.E_ + -~~~ cogn. bush] 

winkel / le ~v£nkal, I Wl.n.kl] n . p l. - S 
J ..; I 

30 . A shop, usu. a countrified general dealer's ( qv) 19,30 oralgemene 

handelaa:'lfJ.~ ~in combination Boer~ 30a coun!:ry store: also 27e in 
~;;;._.~~;;.;.;;;..,.. ' - -----
;iace n ames Winklespruit and Winkelpos . 

. . . the little roads ide winkle - a composite s hop, where you 
coul d buy moist black sugar, tinned butter, imported; tinned milk, also 
imported; cotton prints, boots, 1 square face', tobacco, dates , nails, 
gunpowder, cans, ribbons , tallow candle s , and the Family He:r.ald. 
Glanville Tales fran the Veld 1897 

When I went into a dorp winkel .. . did I throw hysterics bt::cause 
the woman in the shop could not speak a word of English? Sunday Tim.e.s 
14 . 10 . 73 

deriv.,...,.., l er 19,30, Hist. a shopkeeper; and combination !3oer"""-...-ler; 

see quot. at ( 4)kraal 2 . 

. . . grabbing men called winklers were c h argir.g one shilling per 
pound formeat, ilour, sugar, salt and similar. necessari es . lv1cKay 
Last Kaffir Wa.r 1871 

He hurrie d back to the Boer winklcr in a rage and said . . . I n your 
blessed barrel there are pebbles a t the bottorr. and coffee on the top. " 
Cohen Reminiscences of Kirl'l.berley 1911 

[ Afk. fr . Du. winkcl::: shop] 

winkelhaak [1 v~~kal1 ho.k] n. 

11. An ear-mark like a three cornered tear for identifi c ation of srH~ t.:p, 

cattle and other livestock. 

1 White Nanny Goat, L/Ear stump, R/F:.a1· w/haak in front. Daily 
Dispatch 29. 6. 71 

[ Afk. fr. Du. winkclhaak sche ur :-.: three cornere d, 1·ight anglcd1 rent, 
t ear : wi.nkelhaal = a set squa1· cj 
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wish you,_!£ v·) phr. 

Substand. 10, 29vb. To wish someone well, cong1·a.tulate on a birthday 

etc. 

111111 be sure to come and wish you on the right day . 11 Eng. speakini 
woman ex Cape Town 19 69 

[ prob. fr. Afk . ...'£_ril ·jou te kom gelu.kwens = to come to wish you good 

luck, happiness, joy] 

wissel ~vj;sal] vb intrns . 

2.9vb, 1 1. To shed te:eth: used of sheep usu. as partie. r-...J ed ----· 
~ "--' ed 2.9adj. 

1640 M er.ino Hamels - unwisselled to 6 toqth - well grown and 
in good condition . • . Grocott1 s Mail 2.8 . 3. 69 

In combina6 on ~"'..../ hamel 11, a castrated ram which has shed its 

milk teeth: see also _volbek 11. 

771 6 tooth to full mouth Hamels . .. 100 "Wissel11 Hamels. 
Farrn.er's Weekly 3. 1. 68 

[ Afk. fr. Du. wisselen = to shed teeth] 

wit- [ V"!-t-] adj. prefx 

( 1) 27j. White- : found inS. Afr. place names e. g. VVitbank, Witkop, 

Witnelc, Witpoort etc . 

( 2.} 2.8, 32.. P refx to numerous plant and animal names sign. white 

colouration. 

[ Aik. fr. Du. wit cogn. w:b.ite] 

witbaas [ 1 v:!,t1 bu.s ] n. [[pl. - es] 

Coll. 1, 19, 10. Mode of address or reference to someone bossy or 

domineering over non-white people . 

J- always likes to play witbaas here. Girl 14 George, Cape 
1972. 

[ .A.fk. wit= white +baas = master 'cogn. bosl::i] 

witblits [ 1 vJ;t1 bl:r-ts] n. 

8 . Home-distilled ' brandy' or raw spirit,acc. some the y~.!_loop {qv) S. 

cf. U.S. white l~ghtning1 moonshine , Ca.:1ad. whisky blanc::,, white 

whisky, Irish E,_O_!:h~E;. ' mountain de~': see also quot . at ~tiie 13, 18 . 

Witblits, of course, is hom e - di s tilled dop brandy with a h igh 
alcoholic content, . . . A slow fire then gives a pure, strong ~ithlits -
white lig htning because it ba s none of the colour imparte d to more 
r espectable b randies by their casks ... . Farme-::-s are allowed to di stil 
small quantities of witblits for their own use. Lawrence Green 
K <!.!:.S?2 1 9 5 5 

One remembers as r ecently as 1946 someonP. saying "Whatever 
you do, don 't get into !:he h al:>i t of drinking brandy. 11 A folk memory, 
I suppose, of witblitz. a nd Cape Smoke. E . Province H erald 3. 4 . 74 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ~ cof;n . whitE; + blits ::: lightnin!; flash] 
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witchdocto!, 11. pl. - s 

16 , 19, 2. Also_~,?_E gom~, inyanQ'~, herbalis t, ~~~~.n:3n, all (qv) 19, 

16, 2: an Afri can practitioner of magi c , medicine and witchcraft 

both in tribal and urban societies, often a smeller-out of witches o r 

other evildoers, usu. with a stock- i n - trade of hcrbul and other 

r emedies, incantations and spells : some r-.J s are consulted by Whites 

also: see 'throw the bone~ , 16 , 2, 29vb, _:5mell m;~ 16, 2, 29vb, 

(l)dol os 16 . 

Belie £ in t he p ower of witchcr aft, and the ability of t he vi/itch ­
doctor t o divine who pJ:actised it, is as strongly roote d in the min ds 
of the people as ever . . . Whiteside and Ayliff Hi storv of the Alarnbo 
19 12 1962 e dit. 

Does the urban African believe in the divining powers of witch­
docto rs? . . . M r. - 11Muthi House" - the onl y doctor who n as two 
11 deg r e es 11 in witchcraft, ( sangoma, herbalist and witchdoctor) . M r. -
can speak to a snake, c an turn a snake into wood with hi s h e rbs . 
Bona Mar . 1974 

cf. shaman, Jam. E. obeah manfwoman, samfi e man/woman; U.S. 

and Canacl. I ndian medicine man. 

witchweed1 n . 

28, 11. A l so mieliegi£ and rooiblom {qv) 28, 11, s pecies of S t riga.JC/{ 
. ) 

Witchweed - resistant vari eti es of kaffir corn a r e b eing p roduced 
at the Potc hefstroom School of Agriculture. Handbook for Farmers in 
S .A. 1937 x S'. a...s,'o-.J-,C,.c.._, S . ~3'o.-.-<;. , S 6:cdotast'r' 

wit els [
1
v£:.t' els] n . and n . modifi er 

18, 32. Pl~!_ylonhus t_r i foliatis 1 a for es t t r ee of up to 18m in height 

preferring watercourses or other damp habitat : also the timber used 

for furniture and the keels of boats: s ee rooi e ls 18, 32 a nd quat. at 

pear 32 . 27c i n place names Witel sbos, Witelsr:i.ver. 

The other woods most in r equest, and found in Albany, a::.-e -
Red and White Milk, Red and White Else, . . . S. Afr . Almanac and 
Directory for 183 1 (Greig) ---·· 

as modifier; 

One White E l s Chest E. Province H e rald Advt. 1. 6. 7 3 

[Afk. fr . Du. wit cogn. white + els = alder] 

w itgatboom [ 1 Vl:t1xat1 b"varn] n . pl. - me 

32. Boscia albitrunca an evergreen tree with a pure white t runk 'as :i.f 

they had been whi tewas h ed' (Burchell Travels II 1821) and edible roots 

which can he pounded into meal o r r oasted a nd ground as a substitute 

for coffee : a l so known as wonderboorn (qv) 32. 

Wher e the witgat boom grows , of co•.use, a coffee; shortage causes 
no t rouble . Thi s tree, also known as the: s h epherd' s tr ee .. . g rows by 
i ts el£, to a h eight of twenty feet, s om e times offering t~e onl; s h ade : :u 
miles . Shepherds l ove the_'\Yitt~a thC'l Or!) for other reason s r-.. s w ell. .T.t i s 
arL evergr e en, the be2·ries can be cat0n by men and animals and s h eep 
thrive on the leaves. Lawrence G reen I<a.!..£_9 19 55 

[ .. A.fk. fr. Du. wit cogn. white +gat= hole , o pcnii;.g +be:..~= tr.ce c o gn. 

Ger . ~~}_n] 
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withals- kraai C 'v;it(h)als, kral.] n. pl. - e, - s 

3. ( lU S::o r'0!.: albicollis the \vhite- necl<ed crL)W or Cape 

Raven: a predator troublesome to farmers, plunde:ring fovvJ s and even 

l ambs.: [known among .r'\.fr:cans as umfundisi ( qv) from the w.hitc colla:;.·:: 
worn by n1.issionaries in former times.] 
[trans. Eng. white-necked crow, P ... H::. hal s = neck+ kr~~i cogn. c:-:row] 

with1 .E.!:.~· and adv. 

Sub stand. 29A/ P / A, red. Used in various ways in SAE. 

( 1) adv. redundantly in phr. come /gr:: /taker--./ equiv. of 'alcng. ' 

Where do you think you're going? 
Come with. You can hold my hand. Come. 

Fugard Peopl~ are Living There 1969 

Let' s . .. split to some other beach . . . Take our surfies \vith 
Darling 12. 2. 75 

( 2). en·on. in phr . throw ,....._~: see also quot. at thro~ 29vb, 10. 

The living are throwing me with things . I know, l know ... but 
it is dangerous, they will kill me. Drum Nov. 1964 

( 3 ) in phr. go ~the bus / tram/tr.ain etc. 

[mistrans. Afk. saam (adv. ) = along, and trans . of Afk. met = with, 

by, in phr. gooi met lit . . 'throw with. 1] 

wi tkoppi e [ 1 v_it:1 k~ p1] n . pl. - s, 

CoiL 19. Lit. 'little white head': a blonde child. 

With such a pack of witkoppies coning out of Prep. I can't 
tell which is my own child. Graham stown mother 1.968 

[ Afk. ir . Du. "W-it cogn. white + kop_ = head cogn. Ger. K..£!~ + dimln. 

s uff. - (l?lW 

witogie [!vl.t~.rai(J ~· plc,_;:.,.; '\ ~o1) '&~~ d\-;l...d;t&<~ 
3. Trans. white eye (qv)~3 ste ,.., · ~ ~ . c:· · also alaso':!'ie 3, I\ ·- · -- f'ie;,;; ___ _ _ 

kersogie 3, (7)kraal (gy) ogie 3 . d. Austrtl.wax- eyfl _ 

T 

[ Aik. fr . Du. vvit cogn. white + oo Q" = eye + dimin. suff. -ie] 

Wits [ v-!ts, v;rts] ~J?.£2.1?.· 

34. The Univer s ity of the Witwatersrand, ~-ie l9, 34 a s tudent or 

alumnu s of........__,. univer s ity. 

-ie (qv)] 

[abbr . V/itwate rsrand ( + p ers o nii. s u.££. 

wi tte bo<?.!!2. [ 1 v:£,ta 1 h-15\:"l m ] n. pl. - e 
e, 

32. Lr.~~~cclcr_:dron arf!Cn~um (]?rote~.£.~£:_£) : see silv~tree 32: also 27c 

pla ce names Witteboom, Wittebom<:: . 

14 Feb 1811 This place is cailcd Wi tteboor.r. , a n a;ne •,uh:ic ~1, 
with r r cat propriety, i t h as rec~ived on account of nurn erou.s plal;t~~.tion -; 
of l <:trge W.i. t teboo:n, or Silver trees, ·which grow ;::bout iL The nati ve 
station of thi s han:.;s,,m e t r e e , .i s the s loping grou nd at the foot o£ th · .. 
c:a :-· t ern s ide o£ T ;1 blc Mounta in . . . Burchdl T:~avcl s 1 1822 
[ Du . ~vi!J..£_CO ~~ n. \; •hite + E~.9..!E_. = t ree C0_3rl. G e"7. n;:.:;.rn] 
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woel [ v~l] vb intrns. 

Slang. 10 , 29vb. Equiv. oi ' r ush around', thare ar.ov:t' etc. as in 

'·1 They're always woeling round town and their mother ca.n't be;lr 
i t . Schoolg i l'l 15~ 1973 

XLow water early. Vve 11l have to woel if we ,.~·ant prawns . 
Boesma.n and Lena 1969, 1973 edit. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. woelen = to hustle, toss about] 

woer-woer [ 1vur , vU'1·] n. P
l _ c• 
- · v 

1 5 . Child's toy, believed to have originated with the B ushman, cons isting 

of a f~at object, often a button, threaded on a loop of string, which 

twi s t e d and held taut between the hands is made to hurn by moving the1n 

closer together and further apart a lte rnate l y . 

Get your magic woer- ·woer 5c each at this theatre. Cinema 
Cap·e Town Advt. Jan. 197 3 

[ onomat.] 

woes [ ~s] adj . 

Slang . 10, 29adj. Furious: ill- t e:;npered esp. among chi.ld.r en . 

. . . one big happy jol. Not a insult to be heard or a fist shook. 
The only w oe s faces i s those what 's hung ove r . Darling 28. 5. 75 

[ Afk . • r . Du. ~~ = wild, fierc e , unru.1yj 

wolf [ WUlf, volf] n. pl. -ves , -we, ~<?difie;- and ~u£f. 
6. Any of various species of Hvar:!na inc. ( rocuta (_ _... · .-. · ·' 

originally called ~ by the col o n ists from a real or fand ed likeness to 

the wolf of Europe: see quot. at ~!l5Ldog 6. 

Aug 11th 1825 I hereby declare that I have p1.trchas ed 5 ounces 
of arsenick of J . Hancock for the ab!lc purpose of de~troying wol-..-es 
which infest my pl ace - Witness my har-d Hezh. S ephton. James 
Hancock's M S. Noteboc;k 

In combination: berg ,-_., gestreepte -:::-....:::.._, ~1.e~_c-:--_, 

tiger ,-.... (qv), all 6; also in place :::1.ame 27d Wolfhuis . 

. . . the intelligence that the dogs t1 .. acked a rna11ed vv--o J.f . . . .. Thi ::.' 
animal is a species of hyena, and exceedingly destructive to the Fihc:P.p, 
killing more than it devours. Philipps Occurre!;.ces j11. Albanv c:.nd 
Caffer -land 18 27 

attrib . as modifie r: 

Gillmer and Martin Have fo:r Sale }'l.t the ir .Stores No 26 
Grave- street Ironmone ery in Great Variet y • . . Mouse, Rat a nd Wl'lf 
traps . C. of G . H .. Al.:£:.~-.£ for 1841 Advt. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. wolf] 

Wolt~ [ 1v'51, Ndn8] pl. n. p1·op. 

19 . Cape Colonials : see quot. d . l:;aapen:1a :..· 19; see also .ill.ih29I~ 

(l) VC0l~2.".Q~ 19, 10. 

Woltone-C a p e Colonial~;; ar e s0 called l>ecaus c til ~ rnr,itl branr.h o{ f <t !."rn .~n~ 
in early days was with s h eep, and wool us e d to b,::: h ;:1}ed by two k , -.. ,:;-. 
footed men who s:oocl i n s :i.r.l :..· the St! s pended \"tool-b:'~; :.,.n d i t r..,.!Ylp(:(!' •.to wn 
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the: wool as it was bdng thrown into the bag. 
f= Supplement 1934 

Swart Africanderisr.:s: 

[ Afk. wol cogn. woe•:'. + toon = toe + pl. ·- e] 

.Y!oL~~ ~ v~lva-] :?.Lprefx 

2·7d. Hyenas-: found inS. Afr. place names e. g . Wolwekraal, 

Wolwehoek, Wolwedan.s. [pl. form of wolf (qv) 6] 

wolwegift [ 1 vo lva,x~t] n. 

28, 16. Also wolweboontjie: 28, 16: Hyaenanche glob,?sa, the fruits 

or seeds of which are highly toxic and in powcl•ered form rubbed into 

carcasses for destroying hyenas: see wolf 6. 

The r ·oot, commonly known by the name of ''Wolve-gift" (a 
medical drug) grows here in abundance, and has become an article 
of commerce. S. Afr . Almanac and Directory for 1833 (Greig) 

[ Afk. fr. Du. pl. wolven = wolves + gift= poison] 

WonderbOOD] [•v'nnda(r).Wam] n . proE.· 

32, 27. Ficu_s ·pretoriae, formerly Ficus cordata, the wildevyeboom 

32: properly applied to a remarkable clump o£ these at the foot of the 

Magaliesberg outside Pretoria: also 27c place name Wonderboor.n, 

and a term used to refer to the witgatboom_ (qv) 3 2 on account of i t s 

extraordinary usefulness . 

Ficus Pretoriae This species is a spreading, usually evergreen 
tree, growing up to 70 feet in height and found in Natal, in various par.ts 
of the Transvaal, and northwards i .!1to tropical Africa. To this species 
belongs the famous Wonderboom, the unique g r oups of trees growing 
on the outskirts of Pretoria. Palmer and Pitman Trees of S. A. 1961 

[ Afk. fr. Du. wonder= marv el +boom= tre-e cog n. Ger. BaumJ 

woodcutter(s), n. freg . pl. 

19. Self-employed workers of timber in the Knysna forests from the 

establis hment in 1776 of a Dutch East India Company woodcutting 

station in the area until their removal by Act of Parliament in 1939: 

[on account of their primitive way of life and poverty they w e re known 

also as poor whites (qv} 19; see quot. at p oor white 19 Inform c:mt 

Hjalmar Thesen . .. and erron. as bosboue:r~ (qv ) 19.] 

These woodcutters are the poorest class of white people in the 
colony; earning a livelihood with severe l abour by c onveying timber 
to the Knysna or t o Cape Town, in wagons .. . which, they complain, 
affords then• but a meagre subsi s tence. Thon1pson Travels 5.n S . A. I 
1827 -

wooden ora!]~, n. pl. - s 
? 

14 . See "klapper 14, 28 , kaffir orange 14. 
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2'.2.!:!.':• n. 

Substand. 10. Freq. in SAE s i gn. 'place of work': see quot. at 

tikoloshe 2, 16. 

works m my/your et; .• nerves, vb phr. 

Substand. 10, 29vb. Equi v. of Gets on my/your etc. nerves: see 

quot. at telling you, I 1m, 10, 9..! 2.9vb. [.t~anr;. Af~. d_~t we~k ·op myf 

.i ou etc. senuwees .lit . ' ! t wol"ks on my/your etc . nerves'] 

worry, vb trns. 

[A.E.] 2, 10, 29vb. Used by African speakers sign. to importune 

sexually or for money: ~ ~\. o..J ~\.,-
... Miss- compl ained of a tikolosh which worried her at night 

in the servant' s quarters .. . . ''The tikolosh which is planted h ere 
worries girls who sleep in the room. It keeps them awake and has sex 
with them . . . Drum 22. 2. 72 

Every Saturday afternoon go to the park and kick those dogs 
booze, swear at them and worry their mrezans . Ibi.d 8. 4. 72 

[trans. Ngu. ukukha.taza = to pester, bother] 

- wo r s [ vo ( r) s] n. 

7. Sausage: usu. s uff. or abbr. of boerewors (qv) 7, e e'"• 1 0:Ae lmo 

of- st<nving steak and one and a half kilo of wof,~ Butcher's order 1974 

[ Afk. fr. Du. worst cogn. Ger. Wurst= sausage J 

wragtig [ 1vraxts.x] interj. 

Slang. 9. Exclamation of surprise, incredul~ty or in form E..£!::::;::_ as 

emphas is to statement: also wragtie and so wragtie waar: see so waar 

10, 9 and quot. at beneek 10, 29adj. 

'Wragti g ! We live in wonderf1,1l times! 1 ejaculated the 
astonished settlers of Thirstland. The running of the rivers was 
indeed a diversion after the dreadful drought. Birkby Thirstland Trek> 
1936 

[ Afk. fr. Du. waarachti_g_ = truly, indeed] 

wyn- [ v e1.n-] n . prefx. 

2 7 e , 28. Wine-: prefx in place name Wynberg, Cape, a grape­

growing area, and in plant names usu. sign. having fruits with a vinous 

flavour: ,-.....,. bessie, Qovyalis rharnnoi?e~ fr. which 'brandy' 8-:r:d 

vinegar were formerly made; r-....; klapper, §trychno·s cocculoides fr . 

the vinous taste of the pulp: a lso r---...- blommetiie, Geisorr~Ji_za 

rochensis fr. gobl et- s haped crimson- bas e d flowers. 

[Afk. h. Du. wil!: cogn. wine] 
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X 

X. D.C. 

4b. A govermnent scheme for financial development and assistance in. 

the Xhosa (qv) 23 homela1~.ds (qv) 4b. 

The XDC aims at planning and prorP-oting the development of all 
sectors of South Africa's two Xhosa nations, namely of the Transkei 
and the Ciskei, . . . Panorama May 1973 

Historic Farm Goes Black The sale of-- to the XDC follow~ 
four years of negotiations between the - family and the Government. 
The XDC will take over- in September. E. Province Herald 5. 7. 74 

[acronym Xhosa Development Corporation] 

Xho~ ~k~sa +] ~<?.E.· pl. ama-, -s, also modifier. 

{ 1) 23. The African peoples /nations of the Transkei and the C5.skei 

formerly known as ( l)Kaffi~ 23, see quot. at ( l) k affir, consisting of 

the AmaXhosa, AmaPondo and AmaTembu; as modifi er see quot . at 

XDC 4b. 

{ 2) The l anguage of the Xhosa people related to Zulu and to Swazi 

with which it combines to form the~ (qv) 23 group of languages. 

[ n. prop.] 

Xosa lkn sa +] n. prop. pl. ama-, - s 

23. Earlier sp. form of Xhos~ 23 (qv). 
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yakkie [ 1 jaekl'] n. pl. - s 

15. Prob . reg. Cradock area E. Cape: an earthenware marble: ') 

see also al(l)i e, ghc-e_!!, _ironiel ~~' {3) t ollie, all 15. 

A s a marble a yakl:ie is lowe s t of the low - a dull col oured 
earthenware, not even gh~ss . If you had a good b .i.g i:ronie as your 
ghoen you could pulverise your enemies ' yakkies. Guy Butler ex 
Cradock 1971 

[ unkno·wn] 

yebo ['je:b'5] interj. 

Col!. 2, 9. Yes : see also~ 9. [ Zu. vebo = yes] 

yellow- belly, n . p l. (/J, -ies 

12. Epinephelus_ guaz~ o r E . flavocoe ruleus; Rock- cod 01· Garoupa 

{Garrupa); Hong K . garoupa. [[ 20 also Second World War slan g , 

an Italianx girl. [ prob. fr. sallow colouring] ]] 
~ o'f' o.. c..o\"Ov.A...-... 

_yellowfis~ n. pl. '/J 

12. /'.ny of several S. Afr . river fish of t h e Cyprinic!~~ genus Barbus : 

in combinations C lanv:illiam ,..._,; __ B. capensi s; ~al~/laroe mouth--....~ 

B . kimberlevensis and B. holubii small/large scale r--- ~~S::... 

_g_uensis and B. polvle_Ei§; Upper Zc.rnbesi r-._ B. codringtonii. etc.: 

als o geelvi s . 

T h ese hand lines which were about twenty feet in length were, 
as w ell as the hooks attached to them, very s t rong, and barbel or 
yellow fish rarely broke away from them. Pohl The Dawn and After 
1964 

C a r p dominated the contest, with a s m attering of ye1lo'.¥fish, 
m u dfi sh and barbel a l so i n the weigh- in nets . Sunday Times Magazine 
27. 10. 74 

yellow gr.ound, n. 

30. The upper l e v els in a kimberlituipe (q v) 3 0 probably blue ground_ 

(qv} 30 weathered by sun, which ove rlies the b lue ground proper: orig. 

thought to be the only diamondiferous earth. 

Hadn' t people said it was finished at the tiwe when the yello·w­
ground ended and the blue-ground, actually incomparably richer, 
began? Brett Young City of Gold 1940 

[ fr . yellowish- green colour: trans . Afk. geelgrond] 

yellow _!ic~, n . 

7. Traditional dish: rice coloured yellow with bo rrie (qv} 7 and usu. 

containing raisins : see ~c:_lrys 7 and b•'! grafi!_isry~ 7. 
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it was roasted hens an' roasted rnutton, an' roasted p otatoes an' 
punkin an' beans an' swe':!t-potatoes an' yellow rice with raisin in it 
Pauline Smith Pla_l~s C~1ildren 1935 

[trans. Afk. _g_eelrys fr. Du. ~1 = yellow+ rij!?_.i:ogn. rice] 

yellowtail, n. pl. ~, 

12. The marine fish Albacore, Seriola lalandii: ~:ee alfkoord 12. 

cf. U.S. amberjack, Jam. E. ~llow tail (and compoundsj. 

That fine fighting fi.>h, the yellowtail, has started running already. 
Daily Dispatch 23. 11. 71. 

The struggling yellowtail attracts others of its shoal. . . . yellow­
tail are inquisitive fish and when one is hooked others rush in to see 
what the fuss is a.ll about. Deep sea anglers have observed this habit. 
E. Province Herald l. 8. 74 

[trans. prob. Afk. geelstert fr. Du. geel = yellow + staart = tail] 

yellowwood, n. pl. - s 

( 1) 18, 32. Either of two species of Podocarpus; P. falcatus, Outenigua. 

~--' see 
2
kalander 18, 32; or P. latifolius, 1 Real' ~ , formerly 

known as upright,__. , a mistrans. or translit. of opregte geelhout-= 

genuine~. 

W e have forest trees too, tall as any elm, the one I admire is 
called yellow-wood tho- why I cannot tell, tis more grey and dark 
green than any thing. Kate Pigot' s Diar_y Aug. 1820 cit. Fitzroy .. Dar~ 
B!ight Land 1955 

The llnbalanced exploitation of yore, which brought the precious 
s tinkwood to near- extinction and decimated the yellowwoods, was 
stoppe d long ago . E . Province Herald 18. 4 . 73 

[trans. Afk. fr. Du. ~ = yellow + ho~ = timber] 

(2} n. and n. modifier; 18. The wood of t h e above species , clear 

golden yellow in colour but not very hard, used for building purposes as 

w ell as for furniture: see quot. at wakis 18, jonkmanskas 18. 

J . C. Trute r, General Dealer ... Has always on hand . .. Wag on 
and Cart Wood, Yellow-wood and Stinkwood Planks . . . George 
Advertiser 14. 4. 1870 

. . . the long white wine-house with its rows of massive oak stuk­
v ats bound with iron, and its ceiling of bamboos p l aced close together 
over heavy cross-beams of yellow- wood. Fairbridge That Whi ch Hath 
Been 1913 

as modifier rJ beams, floors, furniture, panelling, table, wakis (qv) 18 

etc. 

[as at ( 1) yellowwoo.£] 

yes- n<2_, inte_!J: 

Coll. 10, 9 . An e1nphati c afiirmative u s u. in answer to a qn.: see al.::;o 

quot. at J~ 10, 9 . 

The lady enrici'\ed my vocabulary by a g lorious word, not in the 
phrase- book, which, by means of intona tion, may express affirrnation, 
n cr,ation, approval, credulity, a nd incredulity at wilL vi z .. 1:j<!.-·nce 11

, 

which means yes- no. Morton In Scare h .. of S . -0-. l 94?. 

Y es-no 1·henosterbos i sn't a. problern here thar,k goodness - it 
r eally can damage your veld. Farmer, Carli s ll! Bridge 1<)72. 

[trans. Afk. j ~- nee = s ure, that' s a fact etc. J 
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ye s sus t j"£sa s J in tel' i.:. 
Slang. 9, lO . Form of ' Jesus ' as exclamation. cf. ·.J .S. Ge~, Jeez, 

J eeoers etc. : see quat. at (!)only 29aclv. 

The world was open thi s morning. It was big! All the roads ... 
new ways, new places . Yessus! It made me drt;.nk, Fugard ~o esn~a.!}_ 
and Lena 1969, 1973 edit . 

[ fr. Afk. J esus [ ' jl:a sa s] ] 

yesterday, today anq._ tom ·~~~ n. 

13, 32. Brunfelsia, a shrub with flowers which open 

purple, turn light lavender-mauve and finally white so that all three 

colours occur at the same time. cf. Jam. E. today- tomorrow ma.n~ 

which ripens first one side then the other. 

The common Brunfelsia which we know as"Yesterday, today and 
t omorrow" is one of the most sweetly scented of a 11 flowering shrubs. 
Daily Dis patch 16. 6. 73 

[ fr. sequence of col our ing] 

~ adv.t. 
u... 

Sbstand. 29adv. red. Used in past tense sentences e. g . Didn't you 
"-

get i t yet? 

In 1935 the river wasn't canalised yet. Oral i nfo rmant. 

The Xs came to pick me up to take me to dinner but I wasn't 
b ack from the Y;s yet. Letter Schoolgirl 16, 9. 7. 74 

Also redundantly: 

By Monday morning she had not yet returned and had not yet 
been found by the two animal soci eties, by the police, or by the Settlers 
Park rangers. E. Provi nce Herald 7. 11. 74 

[prob. fr . trans. Afk. nog = still, yet, ·as yet, without restriction of 

tmse in use] 

.Y!_ [ e1:.l] adj. 

Coll. 29adj . 10 . Sparse, scanty, thin. usu. of or pertaining t o 

growth of plants or hair. 

His beard1 s too yl for him ever to grow a full one. Inforrnant 
ex George, Cape 1969 

[ Afk. fr . Du. i il = thin, sparse] 

~ (j 5) Lv-.f-~---
yokeske_y [ 1 j a--Jk, ske:t] .£· pl. - s 

31, 11, 26. A yoke-pin or skei (qv) 3 1, 11 : also quot. a.t~~ei 31 , 11. 

But often it h appens while trekking that something goes wrong 
with the gear - a y okesl<ey or a nekstrop breaks Fitzpatrick 
Jock 0f _the Bush veld l Cl07 , 1909 edit. 

[ trans lit. Afk. jukskei] 

Young Tur~, n. prop. pl. - s also modifier 

4b, 19. In SAE a member of the reformi s t wing of the United Party, 

see U.P. 4b; a l so ,--...._, moveme!lt 4b, now the 'Reform Party. 1 



l< Young Turks spurn Prog link The firm •·no" to a Progressive-
United Party axis came from ... top members of the 11 Y0ung Turk" 
movement in the United Party. E. Province Herald 14. 6. 74 

[ 11 Young (5) Representing a recent t end ency movement o:r the like­

u sed t o designate various societies, schools, parties ~tc. as Young 

Italy, Young Turks . 11 Webster ' s C ollegi_ate Dictionary 1936] 

youth, the pl. col]ective n . 

Substand. 10. Used sign. young p eopl e in general not usu. as n. abstr. 

The m agazine was a popular one and was ava ilable t o all -
including the youth. Daily Dispatch 27. 11. 71 

[ translit. Afk. die jeug = youn g people, n o t the youth s igr... a s i ngle 

specific young male] 

-:_yster- [ ' e:r.sta ( r )] n. prefx or suff. 

28, 22. - I ron-: usu. sign. extreme h a rdness or strength e . g. 

---...... hout (qv) 19; r-- (boon¥ 32, Olea capensis; ~-- bas Zygophyll.~ 

incrustatum; ~ gras Aristida diffusa 28 etc . : also made of iron as 

in etr}jkij~ (obs.) 18, colonial name for sad-iron; o r cont a ining 

iron as ,......_ klip (qv) 2. 2 etc. : see also _r--.....; vark 6. 27 e in place 

name Ysterfontein. 

William Farmer Tools of all desc riptions ... C offee a nd Pep:!=>er 
Mills, Strykyzers , Brushes, Kettl es and Komfores . C. of G. H . 
Almana.c for 1841 Advt. 

[ Afk. fr . Du. ijze.r = iron] 

ysterhout [ ' e'tsta ( r ), ha-u-t] n. 

18, 32. See ironwood 18, 32 and Umzimbiet/bete 18, 32, 2: so called 

a ce . C.A. Smith (Common Names of S . Afr . Plants, 1966) fran van 

Riebeeck1 s time w h en it was r egarded as too hard for a n y thing but fuel. 

A s a rule these came from Knysna and other villages in that 
neighbourhood; where timber was plentiful, especially stinkwood, 
y ellowwood, and ysterhout (ironwood) enormousl y tough, heavy, and 
suit able for ox-wagon shafts. Jackson Trader o_n the Veld 1958 

[ Afk. fr . Du. iJ~ = i ron+ hout = timber] 

vstermannetjie [' e'I.St<i! ( r )~man'iki, -dJ n . 

15. Lit. 'iron-mannikin' the children' s game occ. caUed ' punching 

statues ' in which the aim is to keep still. d . danker mannetji_~J 5. 

Ma, Jannie ' s asked us t o go over and p l ay ystermannetjie or 
skop die blik. Child 12, 1970 

[ Afk. fr. Du. iJ~ = iron+ man+ dimin. suff. -(n) etjie] 

ysterklip [ • ersta(r).kl~p] n. o r n. modifier 

22 . Ironstone : see quo t . 

. . . there is no doubt that the ysterklip (ironstone) count ry in the 
Northern Cape attracts and distri but es l ightning. Some of tho s e ystcr-
klip koppies have b een struck hundreds of times Lawrence Gre e n 
Land of Afte rnoon 1949 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ij ze r = iron + kli-J? = rock, crag, Afk. stone] 
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y sterv9-r 1~. [ 1 e:ts t:J ( r) Jar k, fa.k] n. an d n. pr efx 
~~~<t""'\'"' 

6. J-Iystrix (cnstac.::k_ the porcupine. 
A . 

575 

The hystrix cristata of Linnaeus, called by the c olonists here 

yzter-varken (or iron boo), is the same animal as the Germo.ns carry 

about for a show in our couatry by th~ name of porcu..E_in_e. Sparrrnan 
Voyage I 1785 cit. Pettman 

... we neveT had much respect for the school teacher .. all he 
h ad was book-learning and didn't know, for instance, a sirnp1.e thi!i g 
like that an ystervnrk won't roll himself up when he's tnme. Bosman 
B ekkersdal Mcuathon 1971 

27d. In place name Ystervarkfontein. 28. Porcupine (also poss. s i g n . 

hedgehog): as prefx in plant names referring either to a bristly or 

prickly habit of growth as in ,-......,_, bos( sie) 32, Microla~ Bur.£h~..!E1 
Aspalanthus spinO S.9, and other species; ~(pol), Eupho rbia eus ta_s:ei 

or E. multifolia; or to their being eaten by porcupines e. g. 1"""'-o....., _.!5_~ 

(food) 32 Pachypodit.1m .. succulentum; _ r-- melkpol 32 (milk shrub) 

Euphorbia interrnis; ,...._, patat {sweet potato) various species of 

~edrostis; ~ wortel Zandedeschia aethiopica, see varklelie 13, 

varkblom 13. 

[ Afk. fr. Du. ijzer = iron+ varken = pig] 

~ejuJ interj. 

2, 9. African exclamation of surprise. cf. ~au 2, 9 or Eng . whe w! 

~ ~~~.-5~{ 
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z 
.~ cJ.~o &\J.,vo~. ~ ~~·~ • 

zakaat [ z.a 1kQ, t] n. . V 

25, (24) Obligatory payment r charity by all Muslims in terms of 

Islamic law: cf. ti t_!:.es. [In Durban part of this is a 'hand-out! to all 

beggars coming to any Muslim shop-owner on a Thursday.!] 

The purpose of thi s leaflet is to warn the Muslir..1 publi c that it 
should be on guard when paying Zakaat. If Zakaat is h ;:mde d to suc h 
persons who are not cognizant with the lslatnic r ul.es o:.ppli c able t o 
Zakaat- sper..ding, · .. . Remember that you r Zakaa t will not b':! spent 
according to the Sha:dah. And, i n such case your obligation of Zakaat 
wi 11 not be rega rded as being d i scharged. In terms of the law of 
Is l am, you are again liabl e fo r Zakaat payment in thi s event. Leader 
?.1. 2.7 5 

[Arab. ] 

Z .. A.B:_ n. p!'op. 

17, 4b. The Zuid Afrikaans c~e B-epub l iek (q v) . 

On April 12, 187 7, the'.ers t wh ile Zu id Afrikap.nsche Rcpubliek 
{ ZAR) was annexed by Sir Theophilus Shepstone a s B ritish t e rritory . .. . 
Panorama Jan. 1974 
[acronym] 

Zar_p [ zap] n. p l. - s 

19 , 4b. A member of the Zuidh.frikaansch e ,Eepubliek £;olitie [ace. 

some.]; . A . Rij dende(mounted.) Politie ( police)] . 

On one occasion he was being escorted t o Pretoria by two 
ancient-lookin g burg h e r pol ic e r.n e n, conn·.no nly knovv-r. as 11 Za!'pS" 
( Zuid Afrikaanse Republiek P olisie J . Klein St~coach Dus t 1937 

[ acronym o£ above] 

zebra, n . pl. - s or ¢ 

( 1) 6. Eguus zebra, formerly wilde p e rd ( Du • .E_~§lrd (qv ) 6} 1 vvild 

h orse' . 

( 2} 12 . §_argus cervinus, m a r i n e fi sh a l so called wildeper <?:.z s t reeE_­

dassie or bontrok, all 12 . 

[[ Zebu, n. prop. 

11. Non- SAE. Humped cattle , Bos indic.us: in S . A. u s u . f..fr!.cande r _ 

( qv) 11: also presum. Brahman. 

Sup reme Zebu bull and Champion PJ':c i cander Bull, 
Buffel. Farmer's We ekly 7. 6. 72 

Be:d i n 

[ Z ebu = Bos indi cus, wide ! y s pread species of humped cattle fo-.md 
thro u ghout Asia and Afri ca. J ] 

~-~.!_<oe [ 1 zik~] n. 

6. Hippopotamus , ·~~.~~ ' ( qv) 6 u s u. travelle r' s t erm. 
' 

30 Oct. 18 11 ... had never seen a Zee-koc (Sea- Cow). a.s th t:! 
colonis t s caJl the Hippopotamus . . . Burchell Travels I l82Z 

In c ombina tion I-E:;t. obs. I'~ spc1:_ 7, 26: 1 bacon' mad e of fat 

hippopotamus meat: 
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The firf;t was :tn omelette of ostrich egg, and ~he latte1· th~ 
salted and smol<ed fle !>h of the hippopotamus, o·l" as it is called her<~ 
Zee Koe spek (sea- cow p:nk), and. from good pork it cannot be 
distinguished. Centhvres Chase ]'he C . of G. H. and her E . ~rovi;1c<:. 
of Algoa Bay 18'13, · 1967 edit. 

A l so_!:._..._, _llil.j:, 22 a d~:ep poolin a river- bed. 

{mud). 

cf. Canad. buffalo wallow 

large poo] s , or as the colonists call t:aem. Zee!co~:.K~t:'?.• deep 
enough to float a man- of- war . Thompson ..I..~itv els in§._. A. 1 1827 

27d. in place namef; Zee~oevlei, Zeekoegat (sE:c above), Zeekoerivier. 

[ Du. zeekoE;_ == walrus, nver horse (l;lippotamus), sea cow o1· 'manatee'] 

Zimbabwe [ 1 z'trn, babwe] n. prop. 

4bs 2 . Rhodesia: see quot. 

He t old an ANC rally in Sinoia that the freedom of "Zimbabwe" 
(the African Nationalist name for Rhodesia) was coming fast. E. Provine<: 
Herald 19 . 8 . 74 
)( ~- ,.._. CVrv 

[ fr. earlier place name] 

1 . 
~· n. 
18 . Also zink: in SAE equiv. of galvanised iron as in --.....,/ bath 18 or 

corrugated galvanised iron roofing as in~ roof etc.. c£. Jam . E . 

_?inc roof = corrugated iron. [For merly genuine zinc was used: see 

b racketed quot.] 

The r ed walls of the fa r m - house, the zinc roof:=; of the out 
b uildings, the s!Dne walls of the kraals all reflected the fierce sunlight. 
Olive Schreiner Story of an Afr . Farm 1883 

The brazier, zink bath and cooking utensils, sack for the ernpties 
... w ere obtained from Coloureds in the area when filrning [ Bocsman 
and Lena] started six weeks ago. E . Province Herald 23. l. 73 

[ Zinc was the roofing material eventually put on the Bathur s t 
English church, and seems to have continued in pop-;.'.larity ur:.t:il the 
arrival of the cheaper corrugated iron in the fifties . Lewcock C 1 ~-
Architecture inS. A . 1963] 

2 
zinc / k , n. pl. - s 

Sub stand. ] 8. Used erron. for (kitchen) sink. 

1111 ju~ t clear the zink drain first. 

[ mispron.] 

Zionist, ..!!!..E.!.22· pl. -s 

Plumber, George Cape 

4a, 2 . A member of the African separatist Zionist church: 

the Church its e lf, s e e quot. 

Sundkl. e r dis.cussing African s epa ratist churches of the Zioni s t 
type poin ts out that ti1ey are ho s tile to Eur opean te c hniques of 
education a nd medi (: ~ne. They are syncreti s ti c , in the sense that the y 
carry ove r i nto thci:r doctrine s and wor s hip valu es and r i.tuu.l s d e rive d 
from trad.i tional religi on. Longmore The Disl)OS s es sr::d 19 59 

[unknown poss . fr . Zion 'the New Jerusalen"1 1] 
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Zoggie ~ z't,xlJ n. l?rop. pl. - s 

4b, 19 . Jocular name for a member of the Hersti~rt e (gv) Nasionale 

Party 4b: see also HI\~P 4b, p rob . ephemeral. 

Inevitably the Banda visit will be almost a i:r aumatic shock for 
Dr. Albert Hertzog and other zoggies . Post 8 . 8. 71 

[ fr. name of party leader Albert Hert~ 

1 zol( 1} [ z~H] n. pl. - s, vb t~, n . prop. 

( 1) Slang: 8. A smoke, a h and · rolled cigarette now obs . a lso trade n arne 

of miniature cheroots. cf. Canad. rollie, twisting, Austr. '_l'!ll\kings' 

the materials used. 

(2) 8. A cigarette of or containing _dagga {qv) 16, 8. d. 'reefer . 1 

The defence tolds the court - had smoked n.umerous dagga 
" zolls" that afternoon and also had consumed a third of a bottle of 
brandy. Daily Dispatch 22. 2. 72 

( 3) 24. A measure of dagga (qv) 1 6, 8, by s:i.ze or weight. d. U.S. 

j o i nt, stick etc . 

T h e customers in turn sell 1 zols 1 - cigarette size - to their 
customers . Drum 27. 8. 6 7 

. .. smuggling a small amount of dagga - in each case l ess than 
a " zoll" - into the prison. .. Het Suid Wes t ern 10. 2 . 72 

[ Afk. zol, a hand r olled cigarette poss. rel. Ger. Zoll cogn. toll 

( duty)· Ngu. form i-zoli] 

2 
zoJ.l 

10, 29vb. Children's s lang: to pinch o r steal, he nee ,-....,..J e r one who 

,.._, s , e. g. 'Somebody' s zolled my ball- point': extended to sign. a 

dirty tri ck e. g. 1It was a zolll'm t elling you, he set stuff in the exam 

paper we've never done in class . 1 [Informants children] 

(2) 15. n. prop. a card game - also usu. of children- similar to 

beggar-my-neighbour or 'cheat' 

[unknown, poss. fr . 1zol(l)] 

~~ vb trns. 

4b, 29vb . To proclaim o r set aside a certain area or district for 

ocupation by a particular racial group; also to r e-zon e to chang e either 

the purpose of an area e . g . from ' residential' to 1 business' or the 

racial g roup for which it was formerly ~ d.: see a ls o Group Area 4b 

and releas~. 4b, 29vb. 

In term s of a Group Areas proclamation .. . t!1.i s area, and 
another mainly residential, adjacent area in the North End, were zon ed 
for White occupation. . . . all buildi ngs , land or p-rernise s in the n e wJ.y 
zoned tradin~ area shall .. . be o ccupi e d or used only for the purposE:s 
of business as defined in the proclamation. Daily Dibpa.ich 27 . 3 . 70 

[official term] 



579 

~ning, vbl n. 

4b. See quot. : also~ 4b, 29vb. 

l-Ie and many peopl..:: had the wrong impression about zoning. 
Zoning meant ar.. c:u·ea or portion set aside to be owned by. a :t:ace 
group- Africans, for instance. Daily Dispatch 2. 10. 71 

[ fr. zone] 

Zoo train, n . pro2. 

Slang. prob. reg. Cape Town and Pretoria. 10, 31, 4b. ThE~ train on 

which the members of Parliament and civil servants arrive from 

Pretoria for the parliamentary session from January to June each 

year . 

Parliament isn't in session yet, but I thought the Zoo Train 
had arrived weeks ago . Woman ex Cape Town 20. l. 75 

Zuid Afrikaans cbe Republiek [ 1 zoeit afriku.n ..) e ,repoe ' bilk] n. pro_£. 

Hist. 17, 4b. The old Transvaal 1 Boer 1 Pepublic: see also vierkleur 

4b, 17, ZAR 4b, 17 and Zarp 17, 19. 

The first prospectors began trickling into the Transvaal during 
the 1860s. A t that time it was formed into the old Zuid idrikaansche 
Republiek, and was in an i mpoveri shed state . Panorama Dec. 19 73 

[ Du. South African Republic] 

zuider see p. 580 

Zulu [ 1 zul u] n . prop. pl. - s, ama-, and n. modifier 

( 1} 23. The African people or nation concentrated in Zul uland (now Kwa 

Zulu) and Nat al ( see quot. ): as modifier ,v_ 1 c:mguaqe , peoele 23; see 

(Z}_?:ulu; ~ cattle 11, see (3)Zulu; .,-......./ Territorial Authority (qv) 

4b: see also quot. a t Swazi 23 . 

16th May 1829 We this evening obtained some information 
respecting the country around FOrt Natal & the nation over whom Chc.ln 

r uled the very names of the Chiefs, afford sufficient evidence of the 
pride of this people, . . . Chaka' s grandfather was called Zulu, which. 
signifies High, or the Heavens from him the Na.tio n is now called 
Amazulu , or people of Heaven . . . William Shaw Diary 

(2) 23. The language of the ,..._,people which "vit h _?(hosa 23 and Swaz_i 

23 makes up the Nguni (qv) group of Bantu languages . 

. . . who g rew up in Natal and l earned Zulu along with English. 
Drum 8 . l. 73 

[ see first quot . ] 

( 3) ..E· · pl. - s . Als o modifier 

11. Small,hardy, indigenous cattle . 

. . . I saw Zulu cattle for the first time, beas ts with wide­
spreading horns , their hides strangely flecked with O!a.ck aad white 
H . V . Morton I n Sea rch of S . A. 1948 

. .. the shaft s of the Scotch- cart were replaced with the pole or 
d.i sselboom, and a s pan of 16 ZULUS ( the term for small oxen) ... 
were harnessed to the cart. Campbell Tait The Durban Story 19 6 1 

[ fr . ( 1) Zulu pro b. Zululand] 
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[ ( 4) P ro b. non SAE: . 1 T he faste s t fishi n g v .;:; sseJ. in the British I s l e s 

developed in 1878.' Hamlyn' s'l/His tory of Saihng Craft. ~0 

E~ [ rz,y :r, sy:r] .ad j. nrefx 
I 

(l) 27i. Sour-: foundinS .Afr. placenamesnowusu. ~r_:· {qv), 

h:i s t. ,....-veld: 

... it may justly be said that the countries of Auteniqual~~ 
and the Zuurveld a re ext:cemely beautiful. BuJ' chell Tr~~EE..!~ 1822 

a fal'mhous e named Zuur- Plaatz 
inS. A. I 1827 

( 2) 2 8 , 7, etc . : s ee 2~ 

[ Du. cogn. sour] 

zuid~ [' zo='fda(r)] adj. 

Thomps on T1·avel s 

27h. Sou ther!l: Dutch form in p lac e name Zuid.er Paarl. [ D u . zuider = 
southern] 

zut [ ZJ\t] prn. __ 

Slang. lO, 24 , 29[prn] . Esp. among children: equiv. of :' nothing', 1 z.ero', 

'bl ow a ll. 1 cf . Brit. ' b l ob. 1 

I knQW"Zut aoout motor car en:g1nes . ·• English·srl~ing 8tueicrrr 
13 8. ?..fJ •· · · ~ w~~~~eJ£~ -J so~-\k.._ . . . ~'~ 
[unknown] ~~~~~~\\KL~7 ·•• ~ '-\ . ~\-:-c 4- . 2- . t ~ 
~~!" [ 1 zwctga (r)] ..!!!_E.E..~f~ 

27e. Brother-in-law, former sp. of swaer (qv) 19 found i n p l ace name 

Zwagershoek. 

I t is known by the name of Z\~,ragcrshoek, o r " B r other-- in-law' s 
Corner. 11 Thor.npson Travels in S. A. I 1827 

[ Du. ~wager = brother-in-law] 

zwart- [ swart..:] n. p r efx 

28, 6, 27j. Black: formerly in plant, animal and pl ace names, 

now swart (qv) 28, 6. 

[ Du. zwart = black cogn. swart, swarthy] 
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ADDENDA 

entry 
1 
Af:rikaans: Add the following further q uot. 

During its brief life [ 100 years] Afrikaa:(tS , once a 
child of protest and disse!:lt has triurnphed o....-er public 
contempt and private slight, to become the mother ton:;ue 
of the major ity of White and Brown men in this c orner o:f 
the sub-continent. Sunday Times 17. 8 . 75 

entr·y omitte d between assegai wood and aum 

a tj ar [ 1 a 1 t ar] n . 

7, 2.5. A hot pickle or relish of fruit or vegetable us'.l. in 

oil or vineg!;r p~epared with c h illis and other curry spices~ 
~ o.~· ~ ·~\-.:o& 7 

v-- Green ango Atjar Cut the flesh from green 
mangoes ..• boil up enou~h oil to cover the mangoes and 
add to taste e:ome barrie and a few chillies and about 2oz. 
of fenugreek ••• ( .•• obtainable in Indian shops unde 1· 
the name of meti .) Hilda Gerber Cape C~okery 1950 

[ prob. fr. Persian a(t)sjar.= sour] 

a dd the following quot. before etym . 

A better type shebeen is where "Bangies" hang 
out, as the tsotsis say, referring to the customers who g o 
there in groups, for fear of clashing with teenage tnugs . 
Peter Bekker i n The 182.0 July 1973 

p30 e _;ntry omitted between - bek and ben_eek( te ) 

p 45 

p57 

p68 

p68 

bell, vb trns. 

Call. 2.9vb, 10. To ring someone up o n the t e lephone, 
U.S. to call up . 

One day Mr F - get s belle d by his everloving 
wife to ••• pick up some sugar seeing as how she' s :run o u t. 
Darling 25 . 6. 75 

[ tr ansJit. Afk. e.cl = to telephone, ring up] 

entry boere: at foot of page, below •• • countr y st~rle etc. 

insert the following quot. 

One of the first offe rings from the South Afric a n 
film industry is a boere " Trinity", entitled 1 1My Naarn is 
Dingetjie . 11 E . Province Herald 24. 5. 75 

entr y -bosch - : Add the following quat. : 

We fairly tr a cke d him into a l arge bosch, or 
straggling thicket of brushwood and evergreens. 
T h omps on 1>avels inS. A. II 1827 

entry - bult- : Add the fo llowing further quot . 
11 

••• o n the other s ide of the bult ••. C2.n you s~e 
through a bult - a bu]t about fi fty paces hi ·-rh a n d h.J lf a 
n1ile over it ? 11 

- then t he s ur vey~r had t~.., adrnit , o:f 
course, that n o r.1 a n could see through a b uJ.t. H , c . Bosm~,;; 
A Bekke1:sdal Ma1·::1thon 197 1 

Before e tymology add the f ollowing fur th e.r· glJ')t . 

The X YZ AC . 100 ( 11vgh i. l::e 11 ) The r::1os r rl..:rr£! t;!C! 
b d ' ' . [ n ... · . u r, ,u G;tsne1· tn t 1'.:! wo r ld, .. • r (.al elephant t:.O'Nr::t· dt!f~i·r. J ed 
.t~ .r c <J tmt:rv, wh L? r€· tn:r i s VE' ld a nd not- IH~ le .s a!:{~ d n n ,, -1 s '-
l<=u:rn(' r' s W eek l~r .".dvt. 4 , 12. 74 c · • 
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e ntry _doe : a dd the f ollo·wing further quot. : 

\nd of course, daar doer in die I<a.a p , !3_ir ?e Villier~ 
G .rf an' d- Mr Vorster • • • to decide fi:.ally W}letne r there lS 

raa . . 8 75 
a fusion in ·i:heir future. Sunday T1m e s 17 • • 

entry Donkey Church: Line 4 after ••• live donlcey and before 
etyrn. inser t 

Two African eyewitnesses Palm [)undav 23 . 3 . 75 
.state that the riderless d onkey wore a w r eath of palm 
(isund·.1) r ound its neck and a red shawl or blanket on its 
back. (Graharnstown) . [ Z u. - s u ndu = date palm , Phoenix 
recli~·.ata] 

e ntry dropper : Add the f ollowing further quo t. 

What kind of fence •.• I s it the steel posts 
with anchoring wires that you cut? Or will it have 
standards that you p ull out and b end t he fence down by the 
droppers for the cattl e to walk over H. C . Bosman 
A Bekkersdal Marathon 197 1 

e ntry dwaal: Add the following quo t. 

Tony phoned me at work •• • I was in s u ch a 'dwaa~' 
I thought it was my o ther son. E . Province Herald 16.7 . "/5 

ent r y omitted between footsack and for Africa 

for, prep. 

29prep. Substand. used sign. ' of' esp. by children: 

I 1n l so scared f o r thes e exams . 

She's really skrikking for the dance . Schoolgirl 17. 

[ t ranslit. Afk. vi r = for, of esp . in p h r . bang vir = 

scared of] 

entry omitted between ga1joen and gallsickness 

galla [ 'xala] vb 

Coll. 29vb, 10. To desire greatly: u sed of possessions 

o r food etc . 

Tom' s galla'd for silver colleg e tumblers for years 
so I gave him a pai r for his twenty first . Woman 
Grahamstown 10 . 6. 7 5 

[ fr. Xh. ukuRha1a, Zu. -Hala = to be g r eedy for J 

Add the fo llowi ng further quot . 

the many varieti es of hopscotch ••. t h e 
illustrations ••• a r e most artistic . One, showi ng a little 
girl hopping on to a square aft er her " ghoen", has her 
hair tossing realistically. Cape T imes 7 . 2 . 75 

ent ry omitted after giant protea 

_g_ieliemientiie [ ' g11i• m 1nk'i] n. 

12. Any of numerous small species of Barbns of the 

Cypr inidae , e . g . rooikol {r eel s pot)~ ; ~~rbus 

tangan.dens1s , roo i _oog (r e d eye),...._,_; B..:__EubellusJ 

dwe rg ( dwarf) rJ ; _B . pucllus, skr aal r--/ ; B . u~~~eni.at~~-

e tc. 

[ poss . fr . Xh. ngci.liminty~, poss . rel. Scottish g_iJ . .!_~e..J 
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Add the following fu : ·ther quot . 

If you'll wear your· Nagrnaal jacket next time 
11 11 be glad to show. yuu n.ll over my farm where l ' rn not 
going to plant potatoes • . • Th&t is, arnor.g the . . haak- en­
st~ek thorns. H. C. Bosman A Bekker:>dal Marathon 
1971 

ent::-y h e llout: Insert below •.• schoolboy 13 etc. and 

before etym. the following quo·~. 

I 1m in a hellout hurry to get back • • • before my 
seri.al comes over the radio. Darling 23. 4. 75 

entry is it?: Before etym. insert 

the following quat. 

Her next words take me right in the guts .• •• 
I'm getting hitched; Bloss, 11 she reckons • • • Is it? 
I croak.· ·Darling 11. 6. 75 

entry Kar(rjoo cate rpillar: Add the following quot . 

•• • non-participants '·'·hose veld had deteriorated. 
There wa.s a baddrought and a karroo caterpillar plague 
between the first and second stages. E. Province 
Herald 21. 12.74 

entry ( !)khaki: Add the following further qua t. 

Willem said here is a kaki. The Tommy rode 
fast up to us • • • Iris Vaughan Diary circa 1902 

entry omitted between kha nna and khotla 

Khoi - Khoi(n) ['k~z,k~x(n)] n.prop. 

23. The self-styled name of the Hottentots: sign. 

'man-rnen', men of men: deriv. English form adj. 

Khoisan of OT pertaining to the Hottentot and Bushr.nan 

races or their languages. 

The Khoi-Khoi, or Hottentot, used a word whicL 
meant ofishoot and not reed. Dudley Kidd The Essentia l 
Kafir 1925 

[ fr . H o ttentot] 

entry omitted after kinderbewys 

kingklip [ 'k:r. Br kl.xp, -,kbp] n. pl. f/J 

12. Any of three species of edible rna dne fish 
Acanthistius sebastoides and Epinephelus anderr.cni, both 
of the Serrani.qae .preferring shallow water among rock<:: 
or Genypterus capensis of the Ophidi idae cau::;ht u s u. by 
trawl in deeper waters: all are of commercial 
importance and highly regarded as table fish . 

South Africa: add fish Hottentot; Kingklip; 
Kabeljou; Musselcrackers; Red Roman; Steenbras; 
Stockfish Jean Ni ditch Weight Watchers' Pr_ogram 
Cookbook 1972 , 1974 impression 

[ Afk. fr. Du. Konino cogn. king + klip = rock + vi sc!:t_ 
cogn. fish] 

e ntry konsistorie: Add the following quat, 

Elder Landsman tiptoed out of the c hurch and 
w eht round to the I<onsistorie wher C! the Nagmaal w~ne w ;J.s 
kept. H. C . Bo ::>rnan A Bekkersdal Ma!·athon 1971 
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entry kuni tneal: add the followi ng quot. 

11l t 1 s a l oaf of G--P- bread" I said •••• "It's 
supposed to be made from s ome·.hing called kuny meal 
but I just used flour • •• salt, yeast , brown sugar, 
warm wat er and vinegar." Molly Reinhart cit. 
SuncLay T.~mes 22. 12.74 

entry lady: add the f o llowing fur ther quot. 

I shall miss ••• Table Mountain but it will be 
good to see bowler hats sloshing their way to work 
once more, and I do prefer ' luv' to 'lady' . Letter 
Engli s h Visitor 1. 1. 7 5 

entry manyano: Ins e rt after uniform : 

[men's church unions are a l so known in some parts 
as ,....J the uniform being usu. a. waistcoat of the same 
colour as the jacket of the women's r-.../ of the same 
denomination .] 

entry Matriculation: add the following further informati on. 

[In the various provincial examinations , Cape, Natal, 
Transvaal and Orange Free State Senior Certificate, 
a certain standard must be a c hieved fo r _c;--/ exemption. J 

entry omitted between monkey bird a n d n1onkey orange . 

monkey(fac e ) stone, n . p l. - s 

18. Foss. reg. C a pe . Natur a l w eirdly shaped stone 

usu. f rom Table Mountain sold or collected fo r rockerics 

a nd o ther garden work. 

Garden and Orchard MONKEYFACE rockery stone 
R35 p er load. Argus Advt. 4 . 7. 75 

R ockeries , w aterfalls , fish ponds built •vith monkey­
f ace stone. Ibid 9 . 7. 75 

[unknown prob . fr . shapes] 

e n t r y omitt e d after n o 

-( ) [ 
v j ~~ 

noem - noem bessie 'num, num , beSlJ n. p l. -s 

14. Also num-num: the fruit of e ither of two species of 

Carissa, C . macrocarpa, see amatungulu 2 , 14 or 

C. bispinosa, the 1 small amatungulu1 • 

[ prob. onomat. sign. sound of enj oyment + bessie = 

berry] 
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entry nt01nbi: add the following further quot. before dym. 

Vi sting some on our way, c.t one of which w _ 
oH- saddled to rest, the Kaffir s com::ng out to stare as 
usu.::1.l, the young intombes (Kafire rr-aids), like their 
white sisters, curious to see the strange::_·s, came out. 
Andersen 25 Years in a Waggon _ _l 1887 X 

ent ry omitted between poor white and Port Jackson (Willow/_ 

wat!)e)_ 

.P.9..t?£.ie [ 'pbp'(] n. pl. -s 

Coil. 1, 19. Familiar mode of address or referenc e to 

a young girl equiv. of 'girlie' etc •• 

Ag, shame , now that I come to think of it it' s 
.that mauve tin ••• poppie . Over there. Darling 2.5. 6. 75 

entry safa:ci: ad<;! the following further quot. 

Safari suit a hit on Broadway. The Amc:rican 
male has discovered the Safari suit and the bush jacket. 
Sales are described as 11phenomenal 11 

• • • E . Province 
Herald 22. 6. 75 

ent .~y snoep: add the following further quot . 

• •• try and pick up some free samples • •• only 
the make up folks is getting hang of a snoep like everyone 
e l se these days . Darling 9. 7. 75 

entry spi~: below Dispatch quot. and before etym. add the 

following further quot. 

Us chicks in ".Q;urbs" waits with baited breath 
for Bloss's latest spiel."'' • •• that' s .... wot w e ~uy yc1:e 
mag for - see. Darling 12. 3. 75 "'Backchat by 
Blossom Broadbeam. 

entry taalbeweging: add the following quotation: 

On its hundredth birthday Afrikaans finds its 
future uncertain • • • As it stands on the thresho ld 
of a new era it is in the throes of a De rde Taalbewegi.ng 
facing challenges as great as those whicl1 confronted 
the Genootskap van Regte Afrikaners. Sunday Times 
17 . 8 . 75 

entries omitted after taalbE:w~ing . 

Taalfees ['ta.l,b.as] E.:...E.~· 

34, 4b . The lang u age festival celebrating a hundr e d 

years of the Afrikaans language 14th August 1975 . 

It must l earn thi s language of A f rica [ Afrikaans] 
to speak to Africa in words that it will accept. Jf it 
docs .•. - this week's Taalfees will mark not the end 
of one chapter, but the beginning of another . Sunday 
Times 17. 8. 75 

[ Afk • .f~~ = fe s tival cogn. feast] 

taalnryd [ 'to..l, stre:t t] n. 

34, 4b. Lit . 'language conflict', he:c e s1gn. the stru~gl.:: 

to establish and maintain the Afrikaans l a n g>.1age . 

And yet in .:1 year which marks its triamph s Afrik? :- n s 
1s r(;l.ckcd by a taalstryd. Once again a c a d e mics are 
pro~hesying its demise , once a~ain it i s u nder st:.t·csR . 
Sunday Times 17. 8. 75 

[Afk. ~.t:.!.Y..sLfr . Du. s trU..ci = struggle , bai:. t.J. .:::] 



p ~<; :·. 

p52.0 

p525 

p541 

p541 

------- :Jt:Jij -...... 

tickev. lonQ n. 
--. -~ .. , ... -~-
24, 10. Also sticky tick~ 2J'r 10: b oth clevi.::L3 us.::J in 

public te l ephone boxes: thc_!9_ng ti~_' . .:ev being usu. a coin 

on a thread o r sorne other n1ean.; o£ withdrawing it, the 

sticky _~ickey a metal disc • 

• . • found guilty • n. for tel·::!phonin:; w ith a r long 
tickey' from a public teiephone booth. Ee was found 
guilty of fraud, - p leaded guilty to using a coin opera ~ed 
t elephone • • • with a 'long tickey'. The 1 1Gng ticke y; 
exhibited in court was a ten cent < oin snspe.lded £:.:- o:::-1 a 
cotton thread which was a ttached ' r.rith a piece o£ cellotape . 
Het S1.:.id Western 13. 3 . 75 

entry omitted between ~nder and unimproved 

under£..!:_ound, n . 

[A. E . J C cH. 2, 8. African t e rm f or any o£ several 

illicit home-brewed liquors which are buried or stored 

underground for fear of detecti on • 

. entry Vander Merwe: add the following further quat. 

entry 

The South African social scene ha.s not been the 
same since Van der Merwe first lumbered Ol! t o it a 
decade ago • • • Anecdotes about him are swapped L.·om 
boardroom to boudoir • • • E. Province Herald 2 . 7 . 7 5 

vinoertrek: 
--<.::>..:::...::_:..::;....;:...:;.. 

add th e following quot. before etym. 

The children of South Af:o.-ica, like th0s.:: elsew~erc , 
have always played all manner of singing, dar .. cing and 
marching games , leap-frog, hi.de and S(.ek, vir.rLer trek, 
and prisoner's base, for which no equipment is needed. 
De Kock The Fun They Had 19.35 

entry vinkel(bos): add the following quat. befor e etym . 

Vinkel, another famous shrub, is guara:r.teed to 
keep fleas away if you p lac e a branch under your bed . 
L awrence G r een Tavern of th e Seas 1947 
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angel's food: delete quot. substitute 

••• bowls full of sliced paw-paw, oranges, grenadillas, 
bananas and pineapples. 'Angels' food', said Nan. 'A 
Ball would not be complete without Ang~ls' Food ••• 1 

Westwood Bright Wilderness 1970 

bakgat: after (bonzer) insert c:f. E. Af:t-. maridadi. 

blue soap: add quot. 

What most women had ••. were ••• mealie meal, 
samp, flour and. sugar ••• sugar beans ••• yeast, long 
bars of blue soap and washing powder. E. Province 
Herald 5. 7. 75 

boeretroos: after definition add quot. 

By the time boeretroos and boerbeskuit (coffee and 
rusks) are served guests have a ••• warm appreciation 
of Afrikaans tradition and lifestyle. Panorama Aug. 1975 

bohaai: add Ang. Ind. bobbery. 

after bomb entry add 

bombella train, n. pl - s 

31, 2, .30. See mbombela 31, 2. 

All those who were grown up found it more profitable 
to go to a recruiting office and join the Bombella tr a in, that 
took them to EGoli, Johannesburg, the city of gold. 
Westwood Bright Wilderness 1970 

bonsella: insert cf. · Ang. Ind. baksheesh, bucks he e. 

borrie: add d. Ang. Ind. purree, ·yellow colouring. 

borrow: add Also slang 10, see quot. 

Myrt' s main claim to fam e is this floor length fun fur 
what she'll always borrow you for special occashuns if you 
ask nice. Darling 3. 9. 75 

boy: delete 'bhaoi low caste native servant' substitute boyi: 
a personal servant (English 1609) fr. Telegu or Malaralam 
sign. a palanquin beare r from the name of the caste. J 
( 2) ·coolie: add see quot. at Dutchman. 

( 3) Dutch : insert after Taal 23, see also Afriks 23. 

Dutchman : add quot. 

Everyone knows that 'Kaffir' is regarded as an insult 
in South Africa. It is in the same category as 'hairy back' 
'dutchmen' or 'coolies' Mr X MP for Pinetown said. 
E . Province Herald 11. 9. 75 

dwaal after Boesman and Lena quot. add 

Tony' s father ••• said: Tony phoned me at work just 
after 12 . 30 . I was in such a 'dwaal' I thought it was my 
other son. E. Province Herald 16. 7. 75 

~: add d. Ang. Ind. pukka. 

eGoli : add see quot. at bombella train. 

flu : cf. inkwekhwezi (' star ' sign. the appearance of 
Halley' s Comet) and b r ug ('bridge ' s ign. th e train di saster 
at Bloukrans E. C ape) also used to date events. 

fundi: add c..~ . Ang. Ind. pundit 
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££_well : after 'drive goocl ' ?:':1~~-r t E. Afr. Kwa -hcri 

( go/ be) at peace. 

h a iry bad~ : a.dd sec quot. at Dutch ::nan. 

imbongi: insert within brackets after 'mbongo 4b, 19' 

Gove:rnment suppor t ers have danced r ound their 
ministers like dutiful, adoring· and disciplined mbongos. 
Cape Argus 16. 9. 1948 cit.O.E.D.] 

af_ter jukskei entr y add 

~.nat ['d3u,mat] n . pl -s. 

16, 25. Malay charm or amulet: sef: goelery, also quot. 
at slamaaier 19, 16, 25. 

( 3)Kaffir: add see quot. at Dutchman. 

kitchen: at kitchen kaffir add cf. E . Afr. kisetla ( settlers ' 
language) · 

laatlamrnetjie: delete quot. substitute 

She told m e that she w as born when her mother was 4 0. 
"I was a l aatl ammetjie - twelve and sixteen years behind 
my two brothers and I cried and nagged for a little brother 
or s ister to play with. '' Fair Lady 17. 9 . 75 

l ekker: after r-J ly' inser t also inflected r0 est: 

' XY Z the Lekkeres t thing b etween meals l' E , Province 
Herald Advt. 7 . 10. 75 

( 2)~ add quot. 

" ~ ~ . you needn't screech like that, Myrtle, l'm not 
deaf, man." Darling 3. 9. 75 

mbombela: add see a l so bombe lla train 3 1, 2 , 30. 

mlungu: after 'whit ey' insert honkey, Ang. Ind. Cora. 

mompara: add after ( abusive) cf. E. Afr. (m }pamba•fu. 

mooi: to entry add modi-moois ( ,.._- ~ s) Sect. 

Army. dres~ - uniform. 

oes : aft er 1 out of sorts 1 insert 

grade . 

omi ssions to omissions (5) add 

cf. E. Afr. shenzi l ow 

1968 Vauxhall Viva with roadworthy. Advt . Grocott' s 
Mail 15 . 8. 75 

safari : above etym . add 

Safari Suit a hit on B roadway. The AIT\erican male 
h as discovered the safari suit and the bush j acket. 
E. Province Herald 27 . 6 . 75 

ske lm: afte r (archaic ) insert cf. E. Afr . shenzi n. 

_ bad character etc . 

skrik : at ( l) insert A l so figur . Sect. Army use for 

\.__ a particularly ugly person cf. Brit. to look a fright. 

insert item 

slaams [ s lo..m s] n . 

J 1 6, 19 , 2_5. See slamaaier . 

slagte r: add Also Sect. Army: Medical Officer 
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After 1;lagter insert entry 

sla~naaier [,slam'ata(r)] E· pl. -s 

19, 16, 25 . Also slaams: a Malay (qv} equi.valent of c: 
herbalist ')r witchdoctor dealing in ·che supernatural: 
see goelery_ 16, 25 and_.!.£2.!:. 29vb, 16. 

The Port Elizabeth slamaaier whom the "ghost 
family" consulted and who gave them several "jumats i 
tiny parcels wrapped in silver paper and brown cottonff 
has .now asked them to send him a black fowl t.::> be 
slaughtered •.• his jumats did not work. Fir f.: broke ou t 
in two suitcases where his jumats were stored . Then 
a jumat taped across the lintel of a door 

-exploded :.n flame. Het Suid Western 30 . 7 . 75 

[ fr. Islam] 

srnear : add 
and water. 

c£. Ang. Ind. ~to wash with cowdung 

above snikkie entry add 

snik [ sn~k] vb and interj . 

29vb, 9 . C oli. Sob: as verb or as interpolation in 

conversation s1gn. semi-jocular, self-pity or sympathy, 

cf. shame 9 . 

• . • she starts of£ on the snot and trane again. You 
shoul d jis hear the carry-on •.• And she starts off 
snikking much better . Darling 20 . 8. 75 

[ Afk. snik fr. Du. snikken to sob] 

snot en trane: add see quot . at snik 29vb, 9. 

spookvoel: add quot. 

••• those she could rescue Tortoises with broken 
shells, ••. a hadedah with an injured wing, a rare spoekvoel 
[sic} ••• found sanctuary and healing at h e r hands. 
Grocott' s Mail 23. 9. 75 

(!) spoor : a dd 

(2)spoorer : add 

t oo good: add 

cf. Ang. Ind. ~ 

cf. Ang. Ind. puggee after 'tracker '. 

Also t oo much equiv. of very much. 

Mrs. M . Gwizi • •• says •. • "We get a big chicken, 
Rl beef .• . The children like it too much. 11 E . Province 
Herald 5. 7. 75 

t ramp ; add 

pa' s never been the same since • •. Uncle 
gets tramped by that car outside Carsten's place. 

Max 
Darling~ .~-)S 

after white tie add 

who- all. prn. 

29prn. Used as a plural interogative or quasi-relative 

pronoun as in ~ were there? or I've n o idea ~ are 

coming. d. S . U.S. you-all (you, p l.) 

[ t rans. Afk. wie-almal, lit. 'who-everyone'] 

~: add /..::i.E._ to read yu / yo, interj. Add quot. 

• •• African housewives' s h opping b askets •.• "Yo, 
food costs too much," the women said, shaking the ir heads 
E. Province Herald 5 . 7 . 75 

... 
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f a::-nily : .bdore etym. add quot. 

Make sure your • •• wine comes f ro.m some 
estate - preferably one r .un by your uncle • 
haven't got family in the trade try X or Y. 
Darling 1. 10. 75 

smaak : add quot. 

590 

nobl e 
li you 

·"The okes will • • • smaak the bit wh ere he saws that 
b l onde in half • • • 11 Darling 1. l 0. 7 5 

Addenda 

p. 79 _s~, n. 

30. Diamond diggc.t 1 s term. 

·-. a diamond weighing 34i carats. "It was a blue-white 
cappy. Todc.y a diamond like that could be worth a bout 
R4000 a carat" . P a norama Oct. 19 75. 

[unknown] 

' p . 246 ku ssingsla a::: [ ke~: s~3, slo..n] n. 

15. Traditional gc.me: see also boeresport. 

Amid cheers of "very good, Boetie! 11 these youngsters 
had a go at 11-kussingslaan" (a pillow fight on a beam) - one of 
the traditional boeresport hem s . Panorama Oct. 1975. 

[Afk. ku ssing = pillow+ slaan = to strike, hit] 

p. 30 6 nagmaal_ add quot. 

A common sight from mid-19th century to early 1930s 
wa s recon stru cted at Rustenburg - Nagmaal tents pitched beside 
the church for a weeken d of worship and socialising. Panoran:a 
Oct. 1975. 

p. 333 oudstryder add quot . 

. • • the u ncompromi sing Boer outstrvder [sic] ..• 
told the Queen that he could never for give the British for fighting 
against the Boers. The Queen was a ll sympathy; as a Scot, she 
said, she understood his feelin gs perfectly. E . P . Herald 13. 10. 7 5 

[
I -

p. 368 pundu s pun, duzJ pl. n. 

10, 16. Coll . pro b. reg. E . Cape. 
at take s me uE...!_£ • .. 

Buttocks , backside: see quot . 

Let her get up; otherwise her pundus will get sore from 
sitting in bed too long . Doctor, Grahamstown Sept. 1975. 

[Xh. i:_mpund~ = buttock] 


