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PR!FAtl 

Any study centred in the explor•tlon a~d analysts of the 

medtoval and El izabethen tma~s of the Jew mtght. with some 

justification. seem redund•nt •nd IMpertinent to • MOdern reader; for 

the third quarter of thts century has wftne5s•d the al.ost total 

Q\lviatlon of a grMt NnY such time--honoured luges and symboh. The 

f......,rtal figure of the WaruJerJng Jew, to ctte a $Ingle tnst.anee, hu. 

for the past two decades, attained hfs eountry ~~nd place of destination -

h !story no longer condemning h ha to tarry unt it the Second Coming of 

the Messiah. Even the deJcJde Jew has been granted ea.ptete 

absolution, by an offlcfal decree frOM the V•tJcan, for his eomplfcfty 

fn the killing of Christ. It would se~~reover, that the atrocities 

perpetrated against the J~s during the t-.ourse of the Second World War 

have resv lted in an alter at ton of the Jew Ish tmage • red I ce11 y 

transforming It from Ofte of contempt 1nto one of c<ltftPitston. e living 

sYI'bol of •tman•s tnhum&nlty to taan"; Pel tM modern European dram•tfst 

has revived the Jewlsh figure on the stage •• tn instance of almost 

personal atoftement • or, alternatively. es • means of scourging the 

state of middl•-cleu mind which abetted the ~Htrseeutton of the Nazi 

regime. attacking st•t• policies of tnac:tton. •nd deploring the 

failure of tnfluentlaJ powers to r•sist the blatent tnhUMtnlty 

perpetrated within Its boUndaries. Max Frisch's Antlorre and kotf 

Hochhuth • s The flepresentet lye embody. eed1 in t t1 cwn way. the Z.Oth 

eentury•s sense of shame and horror at thos& events with which th• 

century has yet to e-. to tenu. They are both extrerte react Ions 

•talnst the tN.- of the Jew whldt the Nazi propogancJIEed in the 

1930s. And tk lmege which the Mnt propogandtxed wu curiously 

consl•tent wlth the medJev•l and E1tzab6than im.ges of the Jew. 

History, even literary hlstoryJ has a curious way of repeating 

Itself ~and particularly that fonn of literature d .. ling with great 

arch•typal IMges which are, by theJr v•ry natura. insensH:Jie to 

change and IJIIIIutable. The Jew Is such an image; and despite the 

alteratlort of social attitudes, despfte changes tn the religious clrmate. 

the medfeval and E1 fz•bethan archetypes hiVe never L'Mt~n entirety 
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abrOgated. Judat and Shylock ar. Inevitably latent~ ete~ally avallab1e 1 

so thet an Jnv.stig.atlOft t~to ttt.lr origin• and evolution ts never 

wholly redund•t. never wholly fMperttnent. Swd't an inve5tigatlon, 

ereover. disc loses • 1 f terary .., J PI wb I ch er 1t i e lsm has never 

adequately resolve4 - the '""'fngly fne)(.f)l feeble rise fA popularity of 

the Jewish Image fND Chaucer to the ftenaluanc:e t finding lts most 

aec:ompJ I shed expreulon In th• penon•se• of hratMs and Shylock - an 

enigma r~nO.red all the more curious by the tpparent absence of Jews 

frOM lngland for the $pace of this entire period. Edward I had 

offi~Jalty expelled the Jws from hl1 realm in 1290, ud CrCMWeJl had 

unoffi~lally re-admitted them in 1656 • $0 that, and unttl hJstortans 

un pro~ anythIng cone 1 us t ve to the eOfttrary, there were os, ens i b 1 y 

ne practts irtg Jews in the c:ourttry for 1110re than thr .. and a half 

centurlet . And yet, paradoxioally~ f&w other ptriods of EngJfsh 

llteratur. are quite as rtc.tt or qutte as prolific ln .Mwish luges •• 

that frOM the Middle Ages te the Mfd~•venteenth c.ntury. Thfs ts 

the period. and thls the probt .. whlch conJtltwtes the subject of 

this 111•y ... a ptarfod and a prob11M all too f'ten ratJona1 izect by 

c.rlttclsM •• 1 lterary evidence of Jnertdl¢able Entlish antl~Semltita& 

and the orlgfn• of tarebas and Shylock ettrtbuted to slml1ar tnstancAs 

of resurgent ra¢ia1 hatred . tt Is thls rationale- at onot too glib 

and oversimpltffed .. agatn•t wh1th I shall 1rgue, atte~~pting. through 

the Jnvestlgetton of dominant JewJsh !.ages. to arrive at conclusions 

more consistent with the econoMfe. religious and social eireu.stances 

of each age. 

If this eS$1y l~ks . a chronologfc•l unJty. It has, I hope, 

achieved • .ora lOgic•l unity by traelng the origins an4 signlfic.ance 

of each mejor huge in tum, ~ncUc.atiftg ltJ .votu.tfon and d4tvel0ptlent 

from the Klddle Ages to the Renaissance and fts ultlMate metamorphosta 

In the 11tereture of the seventeenth century· • aeta.orphotis without 

which,. It •••s to mo. the re-adntluton C)f the Jews to £ng1and wou1d 

have been a virtual lmpossibJlity. I have trtea. a~v• all, to come 

to terms with that ~t enigmatic: and ambiguous of all Jewish ffguros. 

Shylock - the pro4uct. for ic:tme crlttes. of a.ntf ... S•Jttt Chrtstlan '""' 

tolerance, end* for others. of tolerent hUM&nrstlc syNpathy • that 

Jewish htl•ge which each ·~ s.-s to rattenallze tn tenu of its own 
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pewltar prejudices. I have attempted to preset Shylock not or.ly ., 

the product of all preceding. Jewish imeges and thelr eonst.~~Detlon, 

but es that l .. ge which transcends all otbars tn a strange .mbiguous 

co.plexity, which subsUMes wfthtn his ltterarv befng that duality of 

attftu~s towards the Jew dlseern!lb1e ~en In the Gotpeh end Epistle• 

of the New TestiMant. 

I am great 1 y Indebted .. of ~vrse, to the INnY Amer t can- and 

Anglo-Jewfsh critics who hiVe written on the aubject -an lnde~tedness 

Whlch 1 f hope. _.Y be taken for granted. lut If thfs study Is not to 

tMM redundMt on other grounds, lt s ... s ~uelly nec.essary to indicate 

Its difference frem their works and the elt•ratton of Its erltica1 

vtslon. There have -.n, ft IMIII to ~~a, three dontln1nt cr1tlea1 

appro.ches to the subje~t of the~ In Ent11sh literature, each of 

which, despite the w.doubted val~ of the works In quettion, appears to 

be radtce11y deftei~t '" ceruaht crucfe1 areas. And p.-rhaps the 

MOlt deficient of thes• IPP~•chaa Is the hlstorle.1 or .octolqgieal 

appr01cht that of • •••lt grouP of s-ntl ... n whose interest fn the 

mecffeval and IH.a•bethan images of t._. JtM ts governed ~Y wholly 

extra-literary eonslderatlons- the concern. ntmely, to deter•Jfte the 

presenee or absfmce of Jews tn England merely .,Y referen~ to the 

I lterature of each age. Literature, consequently. ts treated as an 

lnv•Iuable source of so~i•l history. and literary stgntfteanee 

conditioned solely by the type of evlcfence produced. S~r Sidney Lee 

was the •~rent lnfttator of this school of c:rftfcism,l ransacking 

the writings of the pertod to subst•ntfate his thtory thet the actuat 

pr .. ence of Jews tn tlxteenth century lngltnd ~ust necessarily h.va 

proa.oted their appearance of the stage - an hypothesis evld4Jnt1y 

suppOrted by the eminent historian, Mr. Luelen Wo1f.2 The batJs of 

their argueent rests largely upon the psyehologfcat veraci t y of Barabas 

and Shylockts HJ.wlshn•st". In • scholarly rejoinder, however, 

1str Sidney L•, uE11zabethen Engllftd aftd the Jews ... N.S.S. 
~ransa~tlons 1887-22, pp. J66~ 149-SO. 

Zwotf • uJ_,. In El fzabethan England ... Transact ions of the Jawhh 
Htstorieal Societx. XI (1926). 
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Jews of Marlowe and Shakespeare~ basing his argUMent 1ergely upon the 

psychological deflefenclet In tlte "Jewlshneu'1 of larabes and Shyloc:k 

and con~ludlng on ttt. absence of JfiWI ln 11 tz•bethan Eng1and.1 Thi s 

is• undoubtedly, a prob1em of some l~rtence. one necessarily 

dete~lnlng the nature of Shy1ock1 s origins; but to allow ft to 

detenaine the crttlca1 vtewpGlnt fs to lfmit and restrtct tha value 

of the study -and I have trted» In dealing wlth this historical 

qutndary, to ~on• t gn l t to the per I phery of the essay. 2 Far 110re 

lmportent than .ny socto~hlttorlc fssue. it seems to me, are the 

fKonomfc ctr~umstences Jn whfch the hnate of the Jew evolved; and 

be~ause crltlctsm seems to have taken too 1ttt1e acQOUnt of the 

format tv• lnfluenee on t~ Jewish lMge of crises ln the econcmic t I fa 

of nedteval and Renaiss•nee England. 1 have de1fberately elaborat•d on 

thla teeMingly extra·llterary matter . 

~re valuable then hlatorleal crltlelsm, bvt nonethe less 

deflclent, ls the predominantly bibliographl~l approach of M.f. Modder3 

and J.M. Lenda4- critic$ whose vaft, eACyctopedtc, eompltetlve studJ•s 

cover so large 1 field of ltt•rature that they ere able to do lfttle 

more than merely 1l$t the works of literature In which the Jew 

appears - studies Invaluable as sources. but unlfie~ wfth the minimum 

of critical argument end ~nerally 1acklng tn any significant or 

consistent thests. The flne•t of these crttlca1 works ... despite Its 

incredible brevtty, ra~glng, as lt does, from Chauc•r to Graham Greene -

lt Harold 'tsdl's Dual I INS!~ whieb, at l..,t, pursues some clearly 

defined crttlctl line of inquiry. Whet t ha~e attempted to do fn thJs 

essay ls limit the area of concern, s .. klng for a more tntenslve rathlr 

th-' extensfve analysts and pursutng • thesis neceuarl1y confined to 

lJ. L. Cardozo, The Cont•~rary Jew In the £1 fz•beth.m Oracna (Amsterduu 
H J . Paris. 1924). Etpee ally Chapters 1--3. 

ls.. pp. 57->9. and Appendtx A. 

3M.F Hodder, Th• Jew in the Lit rature of n land (New York: Meridian 
Books lne .• l . ls study first appeared ln 1939. The entire 
scope of my thesis h compreued Into the flrst. 45 pages of Modeler's 
book. 

4M.J Landa, Tha Jew In Drama (London: P.s. Kino end Son, 1926). 
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that pertod of literary eettvlty from Langland an4 Gower to Mtlton 

and the sevent .. nth century human1sts.l 

The thfrd gen•ra1 category of Anglo•Jewtsh eritt~r~ Is 

dl1tfngutshed largely by Its tone and Intention ~the fon~er ranging 

from petulant outrage to muted sorrow, the latter invarteb1y apologette. 

Thfs group of erlt1cs,2 confined genGrally to the openfng decades of 

the twentreth century, fs coneer"ed mainly with defending the Jews 

against Cheu¢erlan. Harlovfan or Shakespearen 1lbe1 -the militant 

defensiveness of 5enslttve gentlemen Intent on e~posfng the v :olatlon 

of truth in the Jewish Images of English ftctton. The reality and 

actual tty of the Jewtsh psyche become, tn their erltlefs~. the sole 

criteria of Judf1118nt; and literary crution& are tneasured egtlnst this 

requirement, are efther rejected as errors of Ignorance and the 

mlataktn productions of mlslnfonned wrtrers, or else pralaed for the 

Justfce accorded to the Jew. Typfca1 rn tone and attitude ls 

N. Michelson, whose Jew tn garlx E"SIIsh Ltttrature It the only study 

which approxl-.tas, In tts range of lfter•ry tnvasttgatton, the scop• 

of this assay. Its angta of vision. however, dftcorn,~le on nearly 

every page, is radteal1y different. 

'Mention mutt hare be made of undoubt~d1y the ftnest modern study 
of the Jflfll J sh Image - Edgar Rosenberg• s 'rOAt Shit\ock to Svensa II 
(Stanford, Cal.: Stanford Unlversfty Preas, i§ ). The ttt1a 
is, In fact, mtsteedlng$ for lts subje~t is the Image of the 
Jew In the Vlctortan novel from Dickens to Du Maurler, .nd 
Rosenberg deale only superflcfally wfth at1 prec~lng Images in 
his chapter entitled ''The ruse of the Jew .. Villalnu. It remains, 
however, the 1101t crltlea1 approach to th• subJect for the past 
,., decades. 

2The mo1t notable of these critics are: 
£.N. Callsh, Th Jew in En lith Lltar•ture IS Author and Sub ect 

(Richmond, Ve.: Bell, an Stetlon•ry Co., 1909. 
G. Fr led lander, Shakes,e,ear• and the Jew (London: C. Rout le.dge " 
SonJ, 1921). 

H. 141che1son, Th• ~ In Early EnsJ l,sh Llttrature (Amsterde: 
H.J Paris, 1§2«J . 

M.J. Landa, The Jew fn Drama. 
D. Pht11peon, The Jew Jn EnsJish 'fctl,2!1 (New York: Blo~, 1927). 

Among thele may. perh•ps, be tn~luded H•nnann Stnshelmer•s Sh~oek: 
The History of • Character (New York: lenja~~tln ltOfft. Inc., "J 1) .. 
• work written In Nair' Gennany, and o~vlously condftloned by this 
e 1 rci.Mit t anca: 
•• • ••• I found myself 5urrounded by Hltlerrsm and Teutonic:: 

extravagance, on the one hand, Md, on the other, by the 
Jewish debaele. accompanied by unrestrained ealumnles and 
lnjuri.- .• •• t had become but one of those European Jews 
now again vJctl~lzed as so often before. In such e mood I 
approeehed Shaknpeare and hi a play, Tha. H.trghant of Van i c:e .... 
(Preface. p. 19}. 
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To make .a JftR speak o.f Agamemnon and lphtgen, when he wants 
e example of JNternal love ts u4. to make htm lot"! Js 
worse, but to make hr= swear Corpo di Dio~ is worst of alt • 
• • • this fs the ttorrtble erlma of Marlow. aru1 hfs fallow 
art Is tt , that they hev• let loose C.v I t s , who .,.t dev I I$, 
to the everlasting torment fmd sh-. of the J·ews. t 

His raJectton of Leun~lot Go•ee•s ~QmPlalnts agafnst Shylock: 

The J«wlsh laws. ~ver, concernln9 the treatMent of sl.ves 
reveal most humane prfnc iples and t it<.>ugh l..aun.::elot if not 
exactly • slave, the·r• ts no slftgla reason to $upJ>Ose that 
Jewish masters excelled In mel treating th.elr domest le servanu.2 

And his Just If le.et lon .,4 def.mc:• of both: 

If History h.as r•corded a Gernutus, a Shylock or even a 
laraltes, I should not hav• ken surpit,Jscd at all, on the 
contrary, It Js ~· surprfsfng that history has ~t produced 
sueh a Jaw. • • • As for Ct\r Is t I an prac:t teat or rather the 
prac t i cet of m.n who ¢all themselves Ch t I it lana, the. wori1s of 
laraNs and Shylock, that th• Jew. • • learned all h 1 s 
wtctt.dness from Chrltt iens . are perfectly true and !lased on 
history .• • • If ihylock asks a potmd of flesh~ he •sks 
what 1 Christlen has already asked before him.' 

This. It ,._., to •• Ia the typo of apologeti-c c:rJt lelsm ~lth ttlun 

th• entire li terary Jnw, a fonn of crttichm so def..,sively personal 

at to 1 os o • Jl concept 1 on of the 11es t ima te 1nd d J gn I tv" I nh•ren t in 

the literary ereatfon ittelf. Thfs fs the eeboot of trit tcs bedevilled 

by the raefal issuGs of their own creattng. 

I M deeply gratef~1 to a grdt many people without whose co-operation 

this study would heve been impossible: to Hr . R. Musiker and the 

staff of the Rhodes University llbrary for thetr klndn .. s end the 

•ndlets trouble Utken in se~urfng metoriel from •s far aflefd, even. 

as Amsterdem; to the Librarian of th• Durban ¥ubllc Library for 

providing me with materiel from a prlvate eollection; to Mrs. Amelta Levy 

of the Jewish Soard of Deputies for the otherwise unobt•inabte 

llter•ture which she sent me; to the Union of .lewl$h WGMen for financing 

• photostatic copy of Hlchelson•s book• to my wlfe, for providing me 

IH. Mld\olson, pp. 77; t63. 

2tbid. p. , 12.8. -
,. bid. p. ' 1 59. -
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w i th the nee.eu•ry i neen t I ve ~ for proof -r .. d i ng, corr.ct i ng, end 

~CliP it tng the bUtliogr•phy; to my tutors at Rhodes, Ron Ayling and 

Mlrsh•tl W•l~rf for their hetp end advfee; to Hr. Chrlstophlr Gl111e 

of Trtntty K•ll. C~brldget for his radltll critiCism of C~ept•r Itt; 

and, aLove ell. to the supervisor of this thesis ~Professor Guy Butler 

~for his lnve1uab1e assistance, his gufd•nce, his patience and h•s 

human tty. 
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The f ..es bran4ed w l th I udgcmen t 'ollander 
04.1er the worit1. the con.. pt of Mattons, 
the 1ikd~J!te of peop lo. t-£;e his i ng. ded s ion,. 
anct lndlgRation of aen, for r fusinv him 
llbca they eJq)8Ct. deny Ins hl• wh. th y 
c:haHenge, battng him ...tlose n Js in life 

d death unto t.,_, the swnt&t tune • .nd 
!IIOfJt Mlodlo s harmony. sti J l wai t ing for, 
and gloryin~ in tbet Mess1.as. wttom (un1c.ncwnc) 
they t'r-..dfied and sl.,. 

WIJEL PURCHAS . Purrhas ~~$ Pilgri~S? (l613). 

' 
THE OAM£0 AND M CONVEftT£0: 
TH£ IMAGE Of' THE J£W Ut CHfUSTIAN 
TMEOt.OGV AID f\£J..lGfOUS LJTERATUM. 

fhe phl:)ft(lmor.on of Jewish cfispen ton g tho thristfan ntlt lons 

of tb Kiddie Ages thoir utOI'ishlng ponitt r:a in the f · of 

ieval wor td with .a 

type of ~t,o esr,f,i,diae - a moral G«hontshmemt against criminal 

f ttblosSnO$& and • I h;Jng s}'lllbol of the rNdfut con"5e~$ attend in!,; 

t~ reject ton of the CbrtSctit.Wl ttess;l4h. As • •Yli ptn:iJ·boy'' fer 

thri•tianity the 1 was periodically punished,. but a. ~ warnlnn pr0$01lt.o 

for God-foartng people he ~s gcnor•lly tolerated. 

Tho erf hnous Jew #rot• W t tll• c f •ry shou It! be 
aJ tcwcd to i he .aong tht'istlans as the fonn of the lord•s 
Cross fs patnted ln the Church of thri$t ~ . f~ the (OOtinual 
and t helpful r ranee by sJ1 faithful of our Lord' 5 Pass 7on.' 

He w.:s. to be endured by Chrtstiao society as. en object of fJ}(ecrat ion and 

<-Oiltampt. bran with God' s juct~t for hL complicity ln the cncifixicn 

and st•ined with the blood.-guilt of hh own if<l),..c;atioo!' ' 'ttl$ blood be 

an ua, and on our ehildr , .•r2 It was the ctrse of C•fn . H vtng rel«ted 

Christ. the Jews were In turn rejectecf; h~Ning killed Hta. they re 

~ustty re•ilad• and having refused Hia a restlng pl~. they wen. forever 

docmed to wander tho cart.n • ext les ti'IIC)ng • 

1Histori.aRor, Angllcarte ( 1193); 4U()t d by E.l. t•Htch, The~ 
in Ens ti sh Liter ture 3S Aut~r and Sub 1 ~ t (R ; chrnond. V•. : Be H 
lOOk and Stationery Co . • 1§69), p.Sl 

~t thaw 27:25. 
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Jewish history w•s oonsequently reed es an unremitting chronicle 

of Dfvlne Retribution, and the degenerate condition of medieval Jewry 

was eonclusive evidence of the transference of Oivlne Favour. Mo longer 

were the Jews the chosen rece. For, at the crucial testing-time of 

Christ's Passion, they forfeited God 1 s gra~e tnd were flung for their 

Infidelity into perpetual perdition ·that catastrophic Luciferlan fall 

from favour recorded in John Gower's Confesslo Amantis: 

Whan lueifer W4)$ best in hevef'e 
And oghto moste have stonde tn evene. 
Towardes god he tok debat; 
And for that he w•s obstinat, 
And wolde noght to t~uthe encllne, 
He fell for evere into rulne: 
• • • • • • It • • • • • • • • 

And riht be such • manor weie 
The Jwes In here beste p1it, 
'ihan that thef scholden molt parfit 
Have stonde upon the prophecle, 
Tho fell., the! to most tolle, 
And him which wa5 fro hevene cOMe, 
And of a Ke I de h is f 1el ssh hath nome , 
And was among hem bQre 8nd f edd, 
As men that WOlden noght be spedd 
Of Goddes Sone, with o vols 
Thef hinge and s1owne upon the <:rot-s. 
Whereof the perflt of her6 lawe 
Fro thanne forth hem was wlthdr.we, 
so that thei stonde of no -.rit, 
lot ln truage as folk soubglt 
Withoute proprete of place 
Thei liven out of goddes grace, 
Oispers In at1e \ondes oute. 

And thus the feith is come aboute, 
That wh t tom in the Jewes uod, 
Whtch is not noght parflhttlehe good., 
To speke as it Is nou befalle, 
Ther ~~ a felth aboven alle, 
tn whlc:h the trouthe Is comprehended, 
Wherof that we ben aile amended. 1 

This c4nsclousness of superiority to the fallen people. of the thri5tian 

succet$lon to God•s grace by the Jews• failure In faith seems to have 

been a dominant theologleal attitude towards Jewry prevailing from the 

medieval to Renaissan~e pulpit$ M an attitude whi~h also ecknowledged 

a certain indebtedness to the Jews for gratifying Christfanity by their 

defection . Thus an E1tzabethen divfne, the Reverend Samuel Purcha5: 

Vee ~ wrtt.il tt was necessaria that the word of God 
fhould fIrst be !!pOken unto them, wh I c:h they bf lncredul it le 

'From 1'1ellef of the Jews"- Confeulo Amantis, Liber Quintus. 1700• 
1706• 1712~1736; Th~ Complete Wor~s of John Gower, ed. G.C. M•ceulay 
(Oxford: O.U.P . • 1901) • I. 448':49. 
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put frCM ttt.Dse1ves 4 g&\~e p1 ee to the Gent Ues. 
The f I I of th INK._ the r f<:hea of the _,.,lc:t and the 
dlmin l$hJng of them tho ridtoes of th~ Gentiles. r 

It w-as ~ttiture formulatod and unJ~ers ttzed by Sf int Put in his 

lett•r to the laMn$ - thet: locus ~lusteus ht t.fto tlet Tflt~t .which 

c.ontfit ianed tho titcolog ieol itn19Q of the Jew for o1 I -suc:cee.ding ages 

But espita. ttle. ft~ltne recor".J~tit. i n of Christ tan saYv•tton- < • t 

upon Jowlsh fat J fr grac.a,2 there h. eonstant w.vning against 

pt't!l!luapt ion ami pri(l, in their new olectioo .. tbe fate of tho ~ 

opef'&t fn4J, ooce mote. a moral !J!!!!PlUU to society. This wa$ t 

Jesson 1tilbic:h the fUddle Ages stood t<• team ftGD those. Jews tr, thoir 

midst• end even tJftcr their cxpttlsion frdm. Engfanc! at- the end of rhc 

13th CSttury .. cv n in the lten&issence. the' provided the putptt orator 

wlth a 'tht le text on P,!!f hli,, 0t With tho gr~cis for .xborUng his 

eon,r.egat Yon to tru$t tn (hriat. •tton.tidef' this peopte. a'td Je rn W,ot 

i~ is to IJui ld yot.rsotves In Faith*., says Hooke-r in *'is hrQOn llpcn 

11Parl of St . Jude' s Eplttle'1 lllhl<:b (Of\t"h.w.t.s. whh the ~ut. OINttV rning 

~lnst Jowlsh faithlessnoss : 

And -sftbcnce the hour tut tho aeasuro of their tnfl llty 
wu f i r•t made "P1 they h::wo been spoiled with wars, ten 
up t~dth plagoe~, spet with hunget on fcmino; ttt.y w_...,. 
fran plac:e to phl<:•. Me bee tho 11101t base and eon .. 
tempt iblc people th«t are under the suo. . . . Anct lillho doth not 
&oe:t that infideHt•t doth threaten Lo.... 1 \fttO t"e Gontfles, 
as It hath brought Lo-rUt:hM mto .he Jews? tt may l:e that 
those 'lOrds seem dark unto you: I:Mit the .,... of the Apostle. 
In the ele\lentb to the ft.<lmans, are plaln enou~; 11tf God hath 
not sp&red t~c naturat br,anmes. tmce hood. take .~ test 
he sp.are not t : " build thyself in toith.3 

As • prer ~tstt~ for salvation, F•ith in Christ was tbe Christian 

5 • unwaver lng acUtercn. e to the t eoets. of aic 

l,..at; and In this opposition between lahh an41 laf. lospet ood Torm, lay 

tho c:ru~t of the oonfliet between Judal$m «tel thrfst ionity ... M opposft ion 

wbich pr•dtt,po'50d t he Cbri1tian l)gtlf'st a nation c!oubfy ecc:ursod by 

....,,, tf ' t h«ttW 

'ruw• ttts •. f!!J.sr..l!!!i! (London; • • St4Mty; 1613). Sootc u. P~rt u, 
p , . 

~~~ n : n .. ·t2 

3n. Works of Hr. Jtithatd Hooker, etf. \1. S. noblon (Lon~: G. Cowie, 
1~. ti. 615 61&. 



dclddo and by thei t obatlnate relianc-e en the LlJW. Once again~ tbe 

umtra1 text derives from P ul : 

for as liMY a &t'e of the worb of tbe ,.., f:reads the let ter 
to -.ho Galat ian_.i a.-. under the cunc: fCH' it Is \afrltten. 
Cursed ts 011aryone th•t ~ont Jn~th not tn all things 1111hl<:h 
Are written in the book of the t to do . hem* But tt..t ng 

• ., is Ju•ttfied by the Ia~ ln the sight of~· it is 
ovtdent: f~. tho j~st shaf1 llve by faith. 

The Jews. Jiving under the t..aw, ro conaeqoontty subjecte(C to the 

vhuperativo ex.acrat h.ms and .c.c::.um~l4Uv• c.tJrse& hoepect upon them by 

4 

tho dtvino$ of u~ I l *'b ~-d 12th Centurios .. by thr~tem. for ins.tence, 

or Agc:tNrd in hi~o unrelenting awtdemn.et len of the people of the Torah: 

All .t\o are under tta. L are und r a eurse, and are clothed 
with the curse a:s with ~ ganDent. It h entered. 1 Ure water, 
intida them, i.liHI ll .oil fnto their bono.. Thoy are. more .. 
over, cursed In t~ c:.~ty, atd cul'$ed in tht fi4ld; cursed tn 
~Gitl«g in • .-4 cursed ln got~ out; cursed ln tho fruitt of 
tho WOC!b, the l•ul and thft fla(:k; cursod •• their ee1 Iars. 
their barns~ tMir dh:iMS<. t•tr food~ and the t.rumbs 
tut drGp frara it~ and f10f'Je of tbs c·~ e~ fran this 

patting, tb is ghe~tl y t:!.lrso of' th~ !..""". 6'<c~t by H im Mho 
wes. IPade a curse foe- u5.2 

aissmce. 

~tly insi$tlng upon his leg•l rights and stMdlng for the Lew, 

falls under P Ps '-Oflsure and the inrllc. t nt of tt\e mecflovaJ Cburcbraen; 

for he. too. i& macfe to t• Ute the ttApOSsibility ef a uMWOrving 

uti on of tho Law and tbe cion illllltlt l consequences of its strict 

enforcement. He too ts curled by the L to Which he fmet k•l ly 

lOres .-ad is able t.o esccpe it only by conversion. The Jew 

indMd't to fw.c:tion consistently as a S}'lrbol of the Lf'M - t·hc Scribe. 

the rharisec - in tho literature of EnglMd from tho Middle Ages to the 

l~•issanc:e. • tboologi~1 image perpetuated bv St. P uPs epistles and 

strengthened by tho tule.dlcttons of the pre&ehars d divines. 

of the Jao.- fn Chrlsti•n 

t sermons 

Whidt seem to ha\< conditioned too tone d Dttitllde of all suba.ttquent 

sermons on the subject of tho Jews. lt wM in the Gospe's .. at once more 

drUtMl ic M<l narratlw in conf'.epti<m -· tl'htt this .ab$tra.r,:t attltudo 

1;.Jatian• 3: 10-lt. 

2o.uoted by J<DOS Pat'bt. The Jew in the Medieval Ca'llnunttx (Lcndan: 
Sonclno P~ess. 19! ). p.)O. 



dcrhed its substance and Hs Jitor.ary form. Fof' t.he Jews of the Gospels 

have a,eeiffc identities ood highly tndividooli!ed porsen.alhle:s where 

the shadowy Jews of the Epist Jes do not; ancl the SO( tal image of the 

Jew itt the medieval imagin.nt ion doorly der-hed frnm ttv.> t:Ol04lrfu1 

~ish prototypes in the scriptural norrat1vcs • partlculerly those 

vi lllllnous Jews impli~ated in tho event of tho c:rucifixion: JL~s 

hcariot. tho arcl1etypa1 botrayer. ~ very name 1 dentf f ies him with 

the af'c.hetype1 Jew; .Annas ~1 C.aiaphas with their c,.oo.gregat. ton of •t iff­

noc:lce.d Pharisees ; md the J!Jwish mob - th~t t.tbtqtti tOllS :Jr~ of matefac~ors 

arr.aignment .,d ct"t!(;.'ifix lon. 1'h is wa tbe image. embot Hsbed by the 

vivid md often grotMqw imagination of the mcdiettal drawatlst. hal hs.t.er 

iiterature of England d:eri"cd almost entirely frCXD sc:ripturilt sour~s 

and martyroloqj•D fran the rit:uatistk Hystery Cych:~$ <:olebrAt in9 

(brist •s ltlrth. crucifixion and restrree thm. to the devotional verse 

tradition in which the figure of the delci~ Jew feot.ured prominently as 

e stOck~rotc st•reotypep g~rbed by tlm dr.;r.Jat1c ccnventions of the Middle 

uith the Jews ever tint:o their bDnishment in 1290, ~ to them only 

a5 the mordorors of Chr tst. c>r tho &!sennckmts of murderers. end. as st•eh. 

c:olleet ivol·t respons ihte cmd col httHvely ct.mnect. 

'ntf$ \:ollective responsibility derives, of c.oone; from the 

plllssage in M.atthew \c-Alera the howling Jcwbb mob. confrooted with tha 

'boiee of saving «lther tho lnsurreef'ionist or the lk:S$iab, yeH with 

one voice for tho reh~as.e of n r.abbi.l5 ·· tho (;f'lJ ttu•t dran u~ them 

the eorse of blood: 

.ll./t rhe chiaf prta$tS and elders perst.!aded the niDltitude that 
they 5hou 1 d ask Bar ebhas • and des t: ro-1 Jc$'-'$ • The governor 
anSIIfered and s.ald ooto them~ Whether of tbe .twaln •* t l ye 
that t release unto you? They said, 8arabbas. Pi1ato saith 
unto them, What sbllJl I do then with Jcnu.~ whif'h ia. cat ted 
thrist? Thoy aU s•y unto hiJa. t.et him bft c.rti<:ified . And 
the ~emor safct. tlby nhat evil hath ho dono? But they cried 
out the more. saytng, Let him be crucified. When Pll.,te SiiW 

that he eC)l.td prev.ti l no~.hing. but t.hat rather a t\DJl~ '\1&S 

made. he t.ook water. and washed his hc:.nds befo.re the 
mutt ttudo. soying, I au inn<x;ent of the tlood of this just 
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person: see ye to it. Then answered aJI the peop1 and said. Hi$ 
Mood Lo on us md on our c:hl ldrcn.l 

Thts was the cry that servad to tatnt e.a s-.:cc.esslv geMratfon of 

J wltb the 1r.athfuf curse reserved b-1 God for tho Koo of !lood and 

by Christ for his s~casors: 

For thou to ey h-ost. dono soe £Says God to Cot'!] . 
thy seedo for the shall suffe~ woe. 
and, wttflu. t*loo CJn the ~r~h may goc. 
of ven!,11anat htwe thy dole. 

And Jn the s 

to t~ WtDCn of Jervs•lom, warning them of the vafl a'lttt to be wreaked 

upon their progeny. toning theM to S<lvo their tNrs fof' their c:.bi hfren : 

yoo woocn of lerosal , 
weep not fOf' me, nor m~ no swem .. 
but for your own &ar-nte 
'lOU 'f wepe tender t yo. 

ffor tYIIO ~11 ~01lC. without n10er, 
ye ~11 blase le!)e t'hat never ati 14 beare. 
ilmd ~ that never milk c-. neare, 
so much is y!J\. r anoy. 3 

The j~JStific-atioa of this prophecy of pt1't-it ive vengeance in the Chester 

Cye1e derh."eS in large me3St.re fra:t tho grotesque. obscen-e bch~iout of 

the Je.1s tawerds Jesus .. that tone of cor.tcn:tptt~ moebry _whi h ochoe5 

in the Gospo1s. combined with the violenco .nd depr-8'/i ty ger:er lly 

attributed to tbc sotdio~, of P~ tate. Enraged by thrist· •s claim to te 

the i r ""s taft • the mal evo ten t us i shopps" of the .k.."Ws w Annas and 

c- ·~~ • ~ th first to incite thGfr Juwish c,ongregants topers C.ilt 

Jes.us with blows and cJerogator)f f~suJts : 

tayph.as. : Des t ro~· sb•ll be not y l ! 
You, ~~tre,.ches wlthou ~itt, 
found trls f r .. k D f~tt 
and g. .. rd h ic in tho face! 

Annas: Oe$pys him! spurnc 4nd pit • 
Jet so, or }OV sytt~ 
WK.> hath ~ to hi t • 
that us thus ha~ hase!~ 

•Matthew 27: 20 25 

2•'Tha Creatfon11
• n1e thost.er Ph•~\· re"'edited frcm the.!§! by 

tt. DetrRtlng (London: Early English Text Soc.icty, f8')2; reprinted 
by o.u.r •• 1926), p.46. 

31tthrist •s P.asslontt• The tbt:Ster P1azs, r 299. 
4 tbld. • p.282. -



"' tbrellten Ch.rts.t with torture Md bodi 1y atstWH: 

Prlt\N$ low: ffye oo thee. freabl ! 
C'arpe .ftQ!f and breiitt.o! 
thy breans wi 11 t broake; 
• t ready borme. 

though he him beshitt. 
a Buffet shall bytt~ 
may no atM me witt, 
though I doe him woo.l 

7 

tho Annas. of the Cheet:er Cy.r.tet moreover. is dif'OC.ti)· iMtr~tal in 

infl~ing the ld'tering deeision of too ~n ~~f'ftOr',. info-rming him 

of Jesus' s po1hh:;al plot against th authority of Caesar; Md when 

Pontius Pilato takes Jesus Into ~ustody, the ritualistic~ rage infli<ied 

upon Hie by the RG'llOO soldiers is. promptly .atribcd to tho Jewish cob ... 

a gra"uitoos tr.ansfercnu of Evil to the ~l r(tady dotestabto JotA. H 

is they who strip him n~...od. •ip him - bound to .o cottllln, !}Arb him in 

beforo btm tn a cUsp Jay of ludic:roua moekcr1, and void i'hei r rhet'lm upon 

his br05i and face.. It is tboy who. -ran to !13ggling over thris~ ' s clothes,. 

md pley <'lt dh:e for bis se.anless rob3. And lt is they who nail thri&t 

to the c ross with b 

crU<:iftxh:.\ scene. scdisticaily t'evolf ing in the proecss of death Md 

c:b&llt1ting their n.:ni-c, dimttcrHo.ed stanzas. Each de taft of tho Jews ' 

brutality .... the rq;tirtg~ hatmlu·ing :nd nan ins ... seems evidently 

enbel tishe.d wtth the graphic end professional roa1lsm of tho modf0\a1 

!lui Ids whic.h mdert.ook the scene. the ar.'CtPUletod "iolen.ee oc:cssiona1 l y 

f lnding temporar y r•l ief in a conic tnter=uo -of Jews porformtng a 

g-rote5quc dense fl)l('.t1bre about the cross upon whith Jm;us 5weats. md <Hes . 2 

nor did tho foval lyridst f"orget tho doSOi;ration of thos.e 

"foute iewes ]ol & bl~ken3 ~ strtn:k titd whip~ cmd spat upon t.he 

Saviour oo t·he cross; iJtW in liturgical poem$ of c~sion for the 

if IJ ........ 

luchrist *s Pas•fon11
, the ttM(tn~r PlqX!,. pp.2a3wn4. 

2cf. H.J. t..:mde. lh• Jew ln Dr~ (London; P. S. lUng l- Son, 19%6) $ 

.p. 38. 
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truetficu:t. the poets of the Middle Ages perpotuatod tho I go of •he 

vlolent. bl~ ing JC/11 91n0ng their C<A"l9regont& art4 readers: 

l£sus, pat wsld after mld-.nisf;t 
Pi suote faco~ pilt was s bri~t. 

\lhh h;r'"t!$ spitting fite; 
And S.l.iffer stpan. for l!r stn. 

ffates on pt soft chin~ 
tn pat ilk qui,e; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Suat iasu • at vn dran t i • 
For vr sin and noght fCf' pln. 

Sufferd a~·bute pI hert 
0 luus pat t-Mr fell and Stt'"ilf\9• 
t-li th knotted s-kurgos hard: and ·tang, 

Ointcs. $are. anct S~J~ert.! 

And ••~ t~ry appears all the IDC'We cvH ··heart*' in the pathos 

aftd temal tenderness of The 8Jes~ ! J rstn •• &?ee•' to tho .bls wf th 

ii:ll omotive plea for -cunpusion md H.sry1 $ prayer to be noll to the 

ctOS$ a1angslde Her San: 

Wy ha 3• no reutbc Cfl fliiY clti hi? 
tfa routbe on me fu1 of DtUmin9s 
Tabt ~ on rode f'41tl den;orpi mitdJ 
Or prek me on rcde wlt.h my derHng.2 

lno;(trlub1y associated wlth the dr~ tenQJ£ of the crudflxtcn. tho 

Jew embodied. in t f inath:m of ..ctievat society .. the very $pirit 

of the Antldtrist • evi I inNbhtnl} the world .ltrough his egcn y ~r 

tho SC,OC.IJ'gtng of the lack Death to t f•ifurc of c.rops . For GnCG 

guilty of tho most hGi s ~rl in the history of cfvfllzation t 

cOI!Id bo ~Jit to; of •ything. 

The af'eh--vt 1l in of t Mystery Cycle$, h:otleve.r,. dist tngof5ha 

of rooting Jewish JnOb • J .Cl$ 1seariot, tr itor hypoc. r i te. the 

ly and~ • t~ves 

rote 

functIons ,so u the prototypo of t c 

" ' .. 
t.tthe M3ttns of t~o trossu. tiMS '~6 and S2 ·57; ibf , pp. 39, ltl. -
2uThe llessed Virgin's Appeal to th Jews"~ linn 1 .. 4; lhirl .. . p.St. 

3Edaor Roacnt.rg. FraD Sh·jlock to S't>!Q9!l i (Stonford, tal if ro£a : 
Stonfor4 UnlvcnTty ;r'oss. t~: p.97 ... 

4 
See Chapter til, p. 66 
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tt ts an image wbidl t;Jearty dcrJvos fran tbe Gospel mvratJves in whten 

Judas .supp1 los the offl" of Cnris.t •• f.--surer ... a position which he 

covortly ab\:se$ to bt$ own ildwntoge. u St . Jarm hYs.inuates in his 

aecount of the incidi:Dt in t.az-ar i.ts•s bouse fnvolvJng <:OSt ht ointment : 

Then took Mery & pound of ohatmcnt of apU:;mardlt very CO$tly, 
and anointed the fnt of JCSU$ ., end wlped hh feet with her 
hair: and tt.. house tta5 fit lo.& whll the odour of the ointmeat. 
1be.n ntth orm of bb. disefple~-. Juas lseariot, Simon•• sm. 
t.ihicb should batr•v hfm, Why w• not thh;. ointment :sold f« 
three hundi'Od ~, Cltld given to t~ poor ? Thb he said, no: 
that he cared for the poor; but because he wa a thief md t14d 
the ~. t:nd lul.re 1illh<~t .,., put t.herein.l 

Tbb S4lg~tion ilia& $Uffid .. t to fire the iDJ#ginatiOft 0-f the medievat 

dranatist ~ soiaed upon t.be MHent cbtans of J*&1 s dtsngrecxmt 

end fr<a the t.mderl~;ng htn.ts -caneoc.ted an lngoni~JV~ e»tive for thh 

pt.:rH-bearor*a berray.al of hh t..ord. nto dudes of the York C-yet~:o it 

appc&f'$, he Intended to bargain fliii/JY for at lea-5t 300 $ t her places 

this r.ame costly oinbnent so negligently wast by Jcs.us .c c.onsequcntly 

c.onsicbr!l hiasclf ~eel of tbo cuttGMry 1CI tnvarlobty app.mprfat d 

to his <lfn .account; $0~ to utc.e up hh lOS$ of 30 sHvor pence. he 

petulantly dotcnnines. to nn his aatter to the high priest• of tho 

Jews. Tbe 1lfNtggt ing" ~· tfhich fol lows shod the J f•h .,_.rg.l~~er. 

dldm4htg 1tfs ~tssion in advance. u An Gbvious progenitor of the 

;adtemlng £1 izl)tethen USJ.ren 

~t mo see, •~t you •HI do _
7 Lhe uys to AM.as ..,d CaJqMJi/ , 

lind fay dome -Gi Jt. r bore; 
for ~ the &e.v i l Swapp of my Swyre. 
H' f do it without hyro. 
other for Soverayne or Syr•~ 
it ts not ay ..,.r. 

••-**•········ -· At; ovor Q.Ott t tbryve :!lt thee. 
and I· shew ay sub.t U ty ~ 
Thtrty f*mY• you GbaU ~mo. 
l#l4 not o farthlnge Jaae:z 

The othor parties to the ¢.0ntrac~t ar by no mNM averse to a btt of 

bartJaln1ng .. they teo are Jews ·• ond uknH a knot'' for th. f'equired 

~t* con:s.ldering ~us•s batrayat cheap at the price. 

The -.tttimatc sourc. of Judas·•s mothetions hQWGver; ts Satan 

'!iJonn l2: 3"'6'" 

2''Cbrlst•s Vistt. to Simon the l.epo.rn. T,h~ ~¥ter ,Plalst pp.26!-~ 
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artt f the:J is; and thlt f a!O J .,. eorre 1atfcn f n literature a tween the fh..""V H 

ew.d tbEJ Jew Is, slmlt.:~r1y trec.Mbto to the Gosp!IJ Mrt•tive: 

Then entet"04 Satan into Judas surnemcd hf'..adot, being of the 
n.f.!llbcr of the twelve. And he wen-t bl5 way, and c~ wfth 
thee. dltof priests •d c:aptalns. .. bow he might betr~ /:JHu!l 
unto ttt..l 

Judas, . fn hls role as Devl t • s bendaln., consetJUefttly bet('(I:IWJ$ a famt 1 i r 

figure in the l ltoroture and poetry of tho Middle Agt:a .. 

What luda$ pe traytor <.an pe mote .. 
Pat traitoor was fui of pe feende -2 

se~llft9 the as.soetat foo botween quintQS'Sentt&l Jew met Satan sec:urely 

enough to tnUl .te a literary eomrontlort; for tn the tator lllorolity 

dr-.a tho Jeltbh-Judas role appaHnt fy fivo1vod upon b Sattrt dr0$Sed in 

tho tr-.fhtonal r.tsgo ... trapp1ngs end s•ber61ne& of tho Sanitic My$tef'l 

Cyelo figure$; antf even tn £1 izobetkon dr~ tbo Dovt t appears on""Stcge 

tn the f il tar Ukene" of • Jew ... fitted wi ttl a huge hooknose. fiarv 

wig and beard. and gesticuletlng wildly . 

dtverst~ for the au4ienco - an lntegr•t port of thrlt broad comic 

teasnt fn 

fe»>i h ani tbc p&¥ody of the Mt ivi ty itt "fll.c ,§!c.ond .~~d.' s P 1 ay . . 

Judes•s pantomimic gesturlftg derived, of eocrse, from tbo 

wf'•thful. ecntc ~ocf of the M:t-..tor ;· ploy ~ the EdGclftc wncm force of 

.cmsoci•Uon ~h:tod • a Jew end whoso mtsdeea arc c:1usslfted tn the 

c.&tetogue of Jewt&h e.r1U'IM. To c:n.uccr ~ for instonco, t.he Jowl ttere 

st t l i rogerded i\15 ttle neursecf fo l of Het'Odes •l n~ .J .a tviXlS­

fer~ of wi<:~~ indl"t ive of that ton6.wu;;y to ascr!bo all tbe 

evil$ in t.be Gospel M.rratlve$ to a sfngle source But daptte the 

t lukG 22: 3 ..J+ . 

2utbuu that hat dent 1-bought.-. Unos 11 .. 12; bHsious lyrics 
of t9! XlVth Century. p llS. SeealliO TrQehtenhe rg. 1lte L¥1 (and 
tilG • (Li:f tieven: Y11Jo Urtl nttv Pro$•· 1943) fttr" tho p:G.rv~a'ivo 
MSOC:t>Otions of levU M4 Jews. 

3tt'fbe PriotesG-'$ Tale". line S1'f; Tho~ete Vorb of Geoffr:1 
£haucer _ od. F .11. Rob lnscn {Jd ed·~;· - :: li~ ii. P .. ; r§S7) , p ~62 . 



sugge$t ions of the grotesque and the absurd. that he 4ppeers upon the 

medie\'al stage. A pa6sing •Jlushlft itt Matthew to fferod1s "exceeding 

wrath" at being ®ped by fhe wise men was sufftcier\t for the t'!"'e4ieva1 

dra.Ytist to portray tM King of Jertry as the embodfme:nt of passion 

and fero<;it';, incensed .and rlf1dng at tho prophetic mention of a 

Messiah -

Kynq! in ~ de\~yl way. dogges, Fy~ t ~ 

ncc.C~~Peny1ng bts f'Dge ~ brandishing his sword about and stasfiing 

wlldly at an i~bginary Christ : 

I s.haH howe that yonge harlot 1.1Hh my bright brmd so ke."le. 
into ~Ges smalt.2 

t ype t the Herod-out ...Jteroding wl\OH frenzy obv ioU$1y ant 1dp.atos the 

frantic end oxagge:reted gatturos of Mackl tn•s Shyl04:k or the furious 

So swatlod Z~:t and was rcadte to burst out of h f,. skin 
and shoote his bowets like chaine~shot full at Za<>harit=s fa<e 
for bringing him sud\ balefuU tid'~; hh: eie& glared & 
burnt blew I ike brimstone and ~'!. :v-.H.~ set em fire in an 
egshetl ~ hls 'w-erte nose tight ned glow.owol"l'nes ~ his teeth tr.asht 
and grated tosether 1 like the ioynts of 4 bigh buitdins cr~king • 
• • • He swore. ho cuf"Sf. ancf So!ttde, these be the'Y that worship 
that cr.UC'if·Jde fjOd of lf~aro1h, heres tho fruits of their new 
fOWtd Gospel I; su1t)hor and g~r carry them at qui de. t·o 
Gehenna . I would spend my soute willingly, to houe that t riple 
headed Pope w { th a l J his s in -~b~ol lled whores end oi lgroued 
priests borM with blade& sant on tha dhrolls ~c:tw• ln 
pr~ss~on 10 the pit of perdition.3 

Lhe s~i(idal deprossion of the~ of Guilt - u role in whi'h his 

t!lOf'tray&l is ht..m~tzod. evan S'f11lf.tathetk in t t s dejec·t ion and soul" 

I'Cftding l'emGrse; and the camposito portrait of Judas ttltimately 

tc~t ifies to that ;;.mbigooos depiet ion of the .low a botb men end 

lTno ~or~ "'~stor~· PlaY!, ed. L . Tou·1mJn Smith (Oxford: Clarendon 
Pres:. . rml ) • p. tj(). · 

2uAdot'at ion of tho tt~giu. stanza t~; T .. ~. ChoMor ·phJijS:. p. 173. 

3uThc. Unfortunate Traw Hert• ~ The Works of Thomas Mvshe • oo. MdCel"rOt.\f-
\li tson (Oxford: 8tackwmt 1. tSSlJ). 1'1. 3Hl··ll. -
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to Marlowe «~d Shakespeare's drtmatlzat1on of !his llncient· stereot.ypc. 

fn the York tycle he staggers onstage to~nted wi th the memory of his 

trc.achory and tnt} betrayal of his M.aster: 

Of 11e he trhte no tMA marc, 
And I be•t r~ b~ t 1*$YtOUrl y 

With a f$l$8 trayne, 
Sakto-s I tolcb hh bh~$S.id bodyf 

Vnto JW~S to be s layne. 

Horrified at his c.aapt ieity in Chr!s.t •s .11rr'"'t J\Kias rusbo5 b«k to 

t~e .k."'WS# begs tn. to lot JcsMS go, tdes to t.:nknit the knot by 

returnit1'9 the 30 silver penniest e1;cn bargains himself 1111ay to * 
Pi late•s slave if he releases Jesus; ht~t the RCIDiin Governor is dmry 

offcnc.e beek .ot flim : 

Thi service Lf1e tell'S hi~wi U we nc9ht for~thy 
Pou art ooknowen 

Fats tlr•unte. for pi trattoury 
2 Pu art worpi to bo hanged & drt!WOft .. 

Smarting \lflder the taunts and jeers of the high priests., Ju<fa.s *lings 

the blood..g;oney aMtV and t"USbM off to follow PJ late's adviee: 

To &p1 Ho my $Clffo nOIIM wille I spedcfl 
For sadly haue l seruyd por·titl~ 

So wala ~~·! 3 

And in de$paf r"' he dGrms himself forever ~ the Elder tree - the 

'*reward of bis -covctoe3na&'$u and canmon fate of the c::a:atr<:lal blac-k .. 

guards. in f\enais~ dr~ ~se double-<kwHng and pecutatfon he 

aatkipates .4 

~Tbe Y,or,k M)!ter,4, P ey~. p.3l L 

2tbtd.' p. 314. -
~·. p '17. 

4cf. Cetoa.tc Vri9lt . .. Somo Conveat ions. 1"eQarding the Us-uror in 
El tz-abethan Litef'&ture,u St.,udia in rt,i}G1$!9l, XXXI (J934). 
Miss Wright mentions at tout tS play$ in dbid1 tho usuref' is 
<:.Oftc!f.!IDl"HJd to de.ath .. and J_our fn ..ttfdl.,. th!l ha.nqi~ -GC~uaUy tak4s 
pla<:e. ' 0'Hooging, then Lshe c«aclud~, is the c~t death of 
u usurer. In view of tho clos.o connoc:t ton bett:leCfl Averice and 
Usury~ the Idea may reasonllbly be t raeed to too story of Joo~. 
Wi l$0n•s Ockerfoo reminds ~:- 11 1\idas had thu f'liJWC)rde of his 
<.0\tel OU$nest. for be h~ging h imsetf did brMt ;n the middesf'!u 
(p. 196.) 
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1M Jucfcs myth in all its v.af'lout IAal\ tfes.tatlons over 

ccnturles of <kaaatic evotution ~ the red-wigged bogay of the Kystery 

Cy.clu cnsondering the Scmt tlc; SatM of the Moral itles then de.trfy 

met.:norphos ing into the £ lizabeth.im ~ur-sr' "' represents e tonariovs ly 

porslstont literar: tr~lt ion_ froa which aU the major .loft of English 

fiction ~Jtimatoly to dcrlv , freD rabbat ~ Shylock in too 

in ttu3 W' ktoriM novel. and beyond~ A m}'th SO pa.erful, SO deapl 'f 

!ngr ined in the soc iat imagin•t ion of Enghmd might $eelft to .tt<bi t of 

no altern tlve to its lca.SJ:) of tho Jaw; and yet the Middle Ages providee 

poputl)r in the hi$tory of dr~ as the Judas myth. but equ•11y 

ndurtng. lt \faS the Jm&ge of the Old Test-anent Jew - patri•r 1 and 

t~arrior. praphet ~ poat. ragt~ sufferer and king; Abrah • I a~. 

Moses • Johsua, Oav i d, I sat ·ah, Job , G i cJeon and S ; for if there ~ 

a Judea lsear iot t~e was •iso a Judas ~cebctis · ~ ~u1ntessentia11y 

. Jewish as tha other - ci this wus t.,.. c:.ountamyth pre$erved a type 

of dr tic antidote by tho playwrights of the Old t: st~t episodes 

tn the Cyeles. 

There b oothlng per jorat.ivety 11kwt$hn obout the protagonists 

of these earty Hystery plitys; thci:y ~hibh none of tbo th racteristics 

of their mtt -type; they ~e neither villainoos, usurious, nor Satani<.. 

And Dr . CaU$ch t$ p rtly <.:orrect. in pointing to a broad line of 

e te~vaga whidt re1 igious prcjud.iee nn dr{SIIn between th .klws of the 

Old and New Testamcmt episodes in the flt.;stcry C\i~l s = 

The Jc..lhh dt r oCK:!'erS of the Old Tat4D&Jnt ffe wrt tes7 re 
pict•:rod aa normal htoan beinya. Thero is no word oT 
con~ation for thee. QUA Je.ls, n1e buffoon ry • th l WM 
1ntendocl u ·he c:oalc ret f f to the s.train of the tragic: 
portions. . [fif not .at their 8Xpen5e. T ro • re ctovor 
t~hes that appeal di$tinct ty to rustit hu.an nature. 
lkt with the reJ)I'esent.at iGM of t ~ Test n t the whole 
l!tmosphore ls cb • The ..Jclwl ar no Jcw.ger ttOrmaf htAINN\ 
belnCJ5. They -uo th• ~ct;ursed c!esplsert 7 tort~Cntors~ Md 
(rue: 1ficr!t of the SiiV Jour. 2 

t5ce Chapter 111. pp. 66-69. 

2c.altsch, 54w-$S. 



The cl~• and -disparity "-"i~h Dr Cati$dl notes is not. however, 

quite i'S marked as he suggest$. lh6 point is :hat although they aro 

undoubted Je:&B. tho Old Test t protagonists a re identified not with 

Juda• or the howJtng Jewish mob of t~KJ 1ater pl•ys,. hut with Jesus 

M imse 1f - fo~ ;hadow i ngs. u it re. of Hi a ("aD lng .n <:CAd ualve 

pr'e..(brist.icm testlf!IOC\y to His M&ulani-e author' ity lndoed. the 

Jew.tsh heroes. of tho opening pl..-fS ore freq\Jt.Sltl'l ttt. pro otypes of 

Cbris.t,. prefiguring nls tr. gie .uffering, ~ prO{'llesy1ng hl-s 

e.r~ (f ixlcn M Dft obtai lcus u.p Te hoing the t ifl 3\d Allel episode: 

~chetypaf fr~tri~ade roint rpret as ar,hct~t ici . And Catn•s 

anguishocl 1at~ent in the Choate.- play is the prototypi<·•1 utterance of 

Out! out! alas! ~~-~ 
I am dmftod wt thout grac:e. 
thcrofor 1 will fruzs pi~• to ptac:.e, 
«td to dherc is the best. 

Wen a wo and •Hterlye, 
into ~ 1. p l ceo thai· c.arno t • 
eocbe m.l.'l'l wll t toth my t'a:tp v ; 
so sh4tJ I never have rett. 

f'«M1e p ts G!C befall : 
i ther I be in howle or hall. 

cursed Cayne men wi 1l me (..Qll. 
fre~t sort'Qrl '1 non ne s.wo. 1 

Tbo cf'i s of taJn. rnoreove.-, anticipate not only th :>rr of th 

peniten ~ iat Judas but also pqfig.uro the g\ltsb of CartephilU$~ the 

\l.cadori~ Jew of Cftrhtien legend,. aU f~d with Juda in hh cri 

against the thrist "' tllo crtme of inht.Gtanity ...,i~ doaD$ hirn to 

eternal ex.i Jo t.lpOft earth: .he image of displat and sc-att"rect Jcwr~. 

curs-ed by Jesus. .and capab1e of salvation onl·; by t.on\'ersion. :e itn.ss 

to tho crucifixion ald candeaned to live as ~o~itnos'S to the Second 

(a~ting.2 

'•tnlc treation'1 • star~aas 84-0S. Chos,tc.r Play~, P~ 46. 

~h·st mention of t.hls. la~nd.ary wondoror is rocordet1 in the early 
J3t.h CQ!ttury by t1otthew Paris: 

,,. ,_ .• be lutd Pontius flil~te•s rte-r. b·y tart nus; 
who t ~ they were clragg ing Jesu.. out of the door of the Jt.dgnent­
hall, stru'k him with his fls1 on the bee~ saying, 'Go f~ster, Jesus, 
go fast r : '#1\y dost thou lingor?• Upon which JosU$ looked at him 
with .. fro.«l and saitl, • l fndcod m gofng. ~t thou s~alt tarr;· t n I 
t ~. ' soon after he .-onverted and bopt I sed by the namo of 
Joseph.. Hcs ltVC$ fer aver! 

11 floo cd by Pcrey,. Relt~ of Anc::iont 
£nq1l&ft Poetrx~ ed. K.D. Whcni'loy (london: Swan Sonncnsr&in & Co ~ 
1910} • H, fit. He w ~rs .as Aha$....rU$ •• he bar foot $ftOCl!INt.c 
of the German \Iars ton. end._ of <.aurse, in Pcr<::' s f bal t 
1)&e W -n ing Jew. 



Typological simi harit IC$ ate tnad4t expHci t nt soveraJ points 

throughout the fl)'atery play~, a special ff£xpos.Jtor" appearing tn the 

Cho$ter C~~cte t o indh:atc the Jess obvious correspondences between 

the Old Law and the~ and to interpret the ln~idants of the Otd 

TesttrDemt dra:.a as pnradiS"PS of Christ•s .saerifieo md P- s:s.lon~ At 

til& end of the s~rtfice of h~ pl.:ty. for insttlfKelt the £xposftcw 

~Jains the Christian symbolism of tho pioee in direct addrot• to 

his aucUenc-4l: 

lhis cScecJ you so done in this plac [_fie teHs thEcJ • 
ln eKm~Pte f lhcsu done <yt tros. 
that for to wyn kindo gr.ece 
\105 tocrl f l sed on the rode. 

8~· llbrab..;D I • y 'Yilderstond 
the father of heaven ,bat <:m fand 
wlth hts Gonnos blood to break that: barad 
the Oov 11 h.ed brough vs too_ 

&y Is~ vnderstand l m·; 
I hos.u th•t was obccfyun t ayo. 
his fathers wilt to ~r~ alway, 
his death to vn&Jrfcn . t 

tyclcs is us~ I ty pr8$ertted as a ~ of 30; and in tng wl th the 

al tnr inst of tho mor• eonvent ion.l r . 

of tbe petr1archa1 Jew tn iCYal drama is di~tly attributabl to 

of Anno lloahtl W.o iMI riul 'I 

lS 

countarm1.;..h perpetuated in lten&csscnce erano •· bur without the pointed 

thcologlc..af emptw:sls of tho Kystery play• for although ttKa Et lzabeth40'1 

wor noorished on a~ Old and HQIIII Testi'lnellts, allko,. their int re&t in 

the patl'it.'lrdtal ~hh figures and tho ~tlc: Kings and Q.uceos of l $rao1 

was f4.1r lOJ5 ecc.losicstical than purely narrattvo. As drana became 

gr4dually cnore SKuhtl'. 50 the dr-..tk fadnutlan of the OJd Tostanent 
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tn the 8lble as a source-book of innumertb1e romances, inter·femlliel 

conflJcts and ••gnifleently actable plots of pas&lon and Intrigue ·a 

sen$uous . exclttng literature infrequently drseernibfe in the more 

fonnatly theological wrlttnqs of the New Testament. For the Hebrew 

scriptures. as Prof. Flseh points out,l are religious without betng 

ecclesiastical and eomparatfve1y unconcerned about the world to come; 

and it was to .. th t s old sh.wnelen II terature of the Old Tes;tamentu2 

rn preference to the Gospels that the Elizabethan playwrights were 

dr.-n When they ch0$8 to dramattze the scriptures. 

Oramattc history by no means abounds ln Old Testament plays of 

the post·"""t racle•and .. Horal 1 ty period• but It seems Important to 

remember, lf only for the take of balonGe end perspectfve, that even 

when the snarling Jewlsh usurer and vlllafn was making his appear~nce 

on the Elizabethan boards there was still the alternative dramatlc 

lrMge of the Jew - in the exotfc oriental Inter lude of Godly g.ueene 

Hester (1525-29); or in the sllght domestic comedy of Nicholas Udell's 

Jac:ob .,d Esau ( 1557}; or fn Peele's blank-verse romance of Dav J d and 

lethsabe (1599) Whfch must have appeared concurrently wtth Shakespeare's --
Kereh•nt. So despite the obvious predominance of the Judas type of 

Jew In the popular Renaissance usurer·pley, hts Old Testament counter-

myth nevertheless exlsted, however unobtrustvely, In the dramatic 

con&clousn•s• of the English poet, growing gradually In prominence as 

the attItude towards the Jews -.norated and uh lmately Flndtng consU~Mate 

expression in the Hebraic temper of the Commonwealth. most perfectly 

perhaps ln Mllton's Samson Agpnittes. Thts is the duality of myth and 

eountenmyth, stereotype and ~tl•type, which Prof. Fisch 1uggests Is 

integral to the Image of the Jew In £ng11sh titeratur•: 

H• excItes horror, fear and h•tred [Wr i tos F i scf:!}; but he also 
excites wonder, .we, end love. The T i ter•ture about the Jew 
Is • literature whleh attempta either to abolish one or other 
of these images. or somehow to bring the two Into a cawnon 
focus.3 

lH, Fls~h, The Du.l 
--~----~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~----~ Ensllsh Literature 

2J.C. Powys. quoted by Fisch,~· 

3tblcf .• p. 11. -



If there is • du•l f t~ of Jewlsh Images. however~ there is atso 

~ a thco1ogi<al du41t ty of ottltude towards tho deh~icle r<Ke condtt toning 

und s..nr.tiontn _, the more positive im.A!J4 of the JQti. For lthough 

St. PiJul. in a damning generaHz•tion, had accused the unbelievers. ot; 

lklfng ~il 1ed with all ~nrightoo snes , fornication~ ~iekedness 
covetousness. m.llriousness; fvll of envy~ ~rder. debate. 
deceit. Nl igni ty; ~isperon. balkbiters, haters of God, 
despltefut. proud, boasters, Inventors of e~il thhr!J$. dls­
obedie.nt to parcnts. whhoct understanding. covena~ttbraakers. 
with~st Natural ~tffc<"t ton$ tmpl3<.'abfo. unroerdft l _I 

nevertheless pr ached the theo1og lc.al f'e("USsity for a more liberal 

attitude t.<)Wards a poopl not ~lty d.:wnned b1 God but still <~able of 

redec1pt Jon through faith in Christ. For the Jews - 1tke Cain and like 

c~rtepbi h.. the \l,;tlftrer .. h d not been condemned to e'ternat per4 i t ion 

f.or crucifying Christ. God. itt hts merc.y, had given t • unt il the 

s·:eond Caning to repent of their crimo by ~onvcrsion o tbrls t fan i t y ... 

a phHosophy b~ic to the legends ond kllads- of the \1 ndenng Jow with 

their ret.urrent . tH of sin. repentant e end ~t ion. in \111\ich the 

conversion t.l'ld bapttSM of the Jw In c:onf;l"'ntion of the Christian 

faaith c.ons tltr..te an esMntiol element of tho ruarrathie. ft i ~ the 

dual atti t ude of s,. P ~t. th9 '~rlptural source for the image of the 

Jew con\lertcd. 

lrethr~ fJic writes to he Rcaan.J • ay heart • .s dei Ire and 
J)Toyer t o God fol· l~rnel h, that thay miqht be sevcd.2 

Hath God c.·ast ar~ay hi~ people? God forbid. For I aa atso 
8ft Israelite, of t he seed of Abrahalr. of the t ribe of 
Benjamin. God hat h not 'ast Qll y J'lis people wh i c.h he 
foreknew.3 

l say then. Have they stt!llbled that they ~houhl fall? Cocl 
forbld.4 

1~omans I : 29~31. 

2Romans lO: L 

31ttwll.H1S 11 : l w•2 0 

lta0111ans 11 : 11. 
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St. P toiU 1' s des t re for the conversion of the JI'W5. howeve.r ~ was more 

::han mere occlesiastka1 philanthropy. tfe ssw t.boir rejection not as 

tho c.cmpl~te ~n<' irrov0¢able downfall of a Mtion~ bt•t as the 

redistribution of God' s fa\'our. env!s~ing ~ t'onSL.~Y~Dat ion of the 

Christian fai th by their re-ueeptcmC'.o - by that ultimate ret:onci l iation 

of Ju4atsm md Christianity which he recognized 8$ a pr•requishe for 

the D•y Of Resurrect ion ; 

Tbroug!'l. their f.all sahation is came unto the Gentiles. for to 
provoke thera to ~eatousy. Now if tho fall of them bo tbe 
riches of the world, and the diminishing of them tho .rkhcs of 
tM Gent Hes; ~ much more tbe J r h .lnesstl 

For if the c:est fng 4¥13\-' of them be the roconc I ling of the world. 
\.ihat shall the roc::ehting of ttl be, b.t t llfe from tho. H?2 

The Paultne doc. trine o, conv.n ion. with ltG des~ ra for the 

regen ration of hunanity through t~ regen r•tion of t.ho Joss, is 

9 lt;en rx-t ic express ion in Pattl' s. well "''k.nol.in fmage of the otJ ~• t r 

an image whteb envisages • gr.Uttng of tM two rcll9i01Js sdoo$ into 

one organic unity. The. Jws 1 in terms of tne cfanin ..... ting metapncr ~ are 

seen as the cultlveto(. treet the natural olivo Who&e br ehes h~e ~~ 

upon the original J udah: stock and ttaurished md Si:!Stainod ty it. It 

is a r•inder 

of Judaism end th•t the Christian (W t th reforo not to boast of his 

retlgiOU$ sup4riority to the cast off nati~l. b~t assist in the 

regrafting of the Jews onto .a <"OmmOn ~tock,. to oat.ond to them the rcy 

of their own redemption: 

For tf the firstfruit be holy. th lump ls elso holy; and If 
the f"'Ot be holy, so ore the branc.:hes. And if some of the 
branfhes be broken off~ and thou, be 1ng • wild olive tree, 

rt gf"affod in «Dang them. CWld wlfh them partakest of the 
root afld f tnes~ of the olive tr•; toast not against tho 
brartchcs. lut if thOt.i boost • tnov te.rest. not tho root. 
but the toot thee.3 

IR~ens 11: 11 ~12 . 

2Rancns 11: \S. 

~t\clmans II: l6~18. 



For tNI gtfts and C4i11Hng of God are without repentance. ,.or 
as ye ln t r-. past h.vo not believed &ody t hove new 
obtatnacl mercy through thafr unbelief: E\len so h.tve these now 
not bel i•vet'. that thrott¢1 yo4;.r mar<:y tl10'J also may obt~in 
morc.y. J 

Thts .a the doctrine which persisted ct\<On in the race of 

persecution, whfch served to protect too Jet~ ftom total extermination 

among the host i I «ll'mtun it in of the llii!clfe Ages, ...n lch gov rise to 

spec.t t 1aa for his toleration and exlstence.2 For It ~ the 

1 ty upon whoa tho u J t lm.lt 

the nat Tons of 

the __,rld until the Second tam•ng. And hence erives that curlou&1y 

to pet"v the II terature 

or Ettglm.cf, the ,aul ine di•Ject ic. wblcb lnfonna all semtllls on the Jt:ws 

in the rellgfou. writl11gs of the Rcnaissat"tte. Smue J Purdtb1 1s 

iv•Jence ln his dis~ussi~l of the religion of the seems f lrly 

typf.c.a l of the EJ izabethan prncher and 4l.,Cno' s; for his contemp UOU$ 

Christianity to co•oper•te in their ~onversfon: 

To-.. and all Christians, let th I s tb re~l l ~d 
verb.a1 l teac-hers of the Trut.b ffi• wri tC!] , wb k.h they let 
fat I. and wa ~.ake up; th One in their 0rKte5 of saGr.C: 
wrt tto, the other tn th:eh' exemplary !ud~t. And to t"•· 
. .• let all Christians be that *ich lloses p1'0f)hecied, .a 
prouoc at I on to em1 1 at I on , •1C)t of enuy and h<lt red~ tl!lh i en 
hitberto hath e In these. aMOngSt Dfl the Christi an 
enemtes, the most impJe~.tJle and despitefuU, but of imt: at too 
that as their east ing W~H~y hath been tho recon<: i 1 ing of the 
world. the ir receiving may be Uf fr.Q'!I the deN,. whtc:b Paul 
s..-eth plafnly to foreMstgnifie . J 

Riehard Hooker~ simtt rly subscribed in his tettor& end se~s4, an 

n, 

attitude f~te~d by a return to the Hebraic sptrlt of the Old Test t 

and the rite of Pt J'J tooiSIJ tn the l 1e 16th nd 17th Cent&.~J'les. attd coo 

In whtch that most ambiguous of Jewish. figure!$ in £nglish fiction m.l'f 

lRomens 11; 29-)1 . 

2tf. Fisch~ ll·l2. 

3Purchas, p.89. 
4s. Char;t•r V * pp. 14o-J41. 
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most soc.cessfvtly be read. For t shal1 argt~. fn Itt proper place, that 

the conversiCft of ShyiOGk ln Shakes~r •s Merc:h.tnt of Venh;o ts 

perfoc:tly ccn&istent wHh the theoJogical eatr:eption of the J«::ll as 

both C(lnaft!~·d ~ru:J converted ... an image \lit kh s s to me to Jool~ 

forward to t.he rcHgious h\Jtl\anlsm of the t7th Century, to tho de\lottcna1 

v~rso of Herbert and V-.!JUn with their P•ulloo imagei of the olive .. 

tree on~ the rcgener•t !on of the Jews, to the JU lleniat PhUosophers 

of tho (~hh and their fer¥0!'\t dedication to the re~~is&ion 

.end conver$lon of tho Jews in the lett Jo.rusalelll of England' s green and 

pt-.as.,.,t h.nd, to that favouralo cl Jcate of opinion whkh - if ool~ 

for a short period of 1 iter .... ry history - brought the dU41 truge of the 

Jew into • eQJIDOn focus. Which ra~Jftlzecl (as Prof .. Fi&r.h hu tt) that• 

The Jaws lfef"6 a de h: .. laa nat ion bui. t hoy .,.,. also a nat ion 
~iGb it ~. and on~ r ~tiort t'- fate of 
unkind bangs .l · 

tt is fran the ~onftlct bet~ these two opposed conc4f)tlons of tfi 

~nitv~ and the 

lnftdet tolerated by society for •he s ilk of H$ om •alvafion; the 

I~ of the- villainous., wurlous Jew~ and the image of the Jw c.onverted 

... that the MOSt (;QI!ple.K and fucinat lng Jc ish fiyura of medieval Me! 

fton issence l! t rature to derive. 



Mayer had a pecu1 iar habit. From cinemas~ 
from faetodes. Of' f-ran the market he used 
to Jure young non-Jewish girls into his 
flat. His purpose in so doing was discovered 
in the year 1926. Mayer had in his fl~t a 

wooden cross eight feet hl ~. H.e made the 
girls thoroughly drunk, then stripped them 
and bound them to the cross with nopes_ 
With a razor he eut the $U~ta of Christ 
into theit" ehe$t, hcmds and feet. When 
they were in this eond l t ion Ot to Hayer 
deftlod the girts. 

Der Sturmer. 

CHft tST...C.~lLER AND BOGEY : 
THE fMAGE OF THE JEW lN 
MEO.EVAL POPULAR LtT£RATURE. 

Jean-Paul Sartre•s celebrated theory on the nature of anti-

Semltism seems particularly apptieable to the Image of the Jew which 

evolved in the J i terature of England over a per io<f of nearly four 

centuries • the period frQD 1290 to l6S6,. fram axpulsion to re-admission, 

during which the Jew existed only as a precon-ception in the prejudiced 

imagination of the English poet , an image of the killer of the Go6 whom 

he adored: 

Far from experience giving r ise to tbe eoncept of thG Jew 
£"writes SartreJ, it is this 'oncept which is used to 

interpret experience; if the Jew did not exist. the anti­
Sell1ite 1110Uid invent him. J 

And even when the Jew no lC'Jnger existed in England, the poet persevGred 

tn his invention of the concept of the Christ-ki1ler and the nightmare 

image of some myth i ~a 1 ant t -Ch r t s t ian bogey. 

The hos til ity of the medieval poet found expression. as t have 

t ried to lndi~te7 in the great religious drama of the period- and 

most partlcularly in the Mystory Cycle episodes of th& crueifixion; 

but even when the Jewish roto beeame extr icable fran the im~ediate 

circ:\lhStances of the c;ruc:lfix1on. his crime agalnst the Christ was not 

forgotten. and despite the secularization of literat~re in the later 

Middle Ages the image of ~he Jew retained the overtones of its original 

religious odium. The H1rac1e plays ga~e ~y to the Moralities, tho 

1Jean...Paut Sartre. Portrait of the an ti··Scmite, trans. E. de Mauny 
(London: Seeker & Wa~burg, 1946)~ p. lO . 

2 1 
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Rorotitles to the folk-pl•y ·· but the btsh dekhb sttll gr1pped the 

uc.rifidal c6rving .. mife a.s. he tuf'ned rrOD the kill ins of thrtst to 

tho kldluappin~ and , ut ii~tion of tittle Christian choir .. boys or the 

dasecr•t Jon of tho. SKt'aDer1tal wofer. This is the stock ftgure of the 

\riJJainet s Jew in .mecllC'.!al U ··•rature ~d the 5tOCk"''ituation in ~'li<::-h 

he is doptcted a genre wtthin whidl tu Jewish cri ino1 invariobly 

canfon::IS to certain pattOI'n$ of predi~table ~viour. lillettfng the 

blade of bis carving ... Jcttife .. lHco Sbyloc;k -on his shoe in r iJle$1 

to •ltce the S4viour•s sti ta upon tha fte&b of his $Qtrifl~iul vlttlm~ 

S04b $~li~ tb~ist killings ~tfest themseJvos in ~ount1ess variations 

on a slngle tho», but tho stereotypka1 arttltho&i,; r orns 'onstant : 

entl-thrist and Christ; ish nutil4tor and Christi• aertyr; the 

forer grote~;quc,. sfn!s.te.r .and old .. tho lat1 cr sent iaHy Snnoc..ent. 

\llrglrual d young; the Jew. swar thy ... f« and foreign .. the Christian, 

unmf~takabfy Ary • 

An Image such • thi& .. wnldl:s by "'iolating so hefnot$ly the 

roligfous senslbility of Wo•tern ChriJt~, is bound to ar.ouJC bitter 

prejudice e9ftinst the Je:.l ·• lends itulf irabty to tho $0rviQ!.S of 

.ho ett-S.itJc propagandist, enabling him to r.ational izc the 

persecution of European ry for .o ~r;t of otherwise trrat ion•t reUQ') . 

Tho prcpog®4is.t of the early MhkHe A &, for instance. clearly utilized 

the image of t ritual--murder to justify hia hatred md per~CCutfon of 

tho Jewish wu .. 4f"cr; d tho Nazi pr~andis.t of tl 1930' s sought, • 

one of the QOI'ty ceMS of r•tiOMI izing tho othcnwlse ineaf. sibto 

cxten:ninaticm of an entlro r co. a rovival of r.he thrlit- ki11ct image 

in aH its anti ... Sa~nitl'e horror. In May 1934 Streic'bor1 s new$paper, 

Dor Stumer_. print act • special ttritual i!ttlrder11 odltion for the .cdlfication 

of Ge~•s youth. ~DflOJ.)ing 13l v«l tionsof t~ Christ -kll ling lndtc:t., 

ment against the Jcf6. On the fron · page of thJ$ edit ion r-~ppe~.tr~ a 

grotosquo earic.ature of ~ bearded Jews, one cl'-Sping a e1.cavor dripplng 

whh blood and the other ~.atdllng in f)at,l the b lood spurting frcm 

hoop of $loo~tered Christie chJ lcfreo;. beneDtft tho bleoding he• 

&to t.hree ero.sJCS smo•roct in btood.1 Thts ooti-Jawf:sb cfo\ricatura ws, 
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of coune. •rely the modernization of an onetent QOdievat luge wnicb 

bas r lnecf "C'urrent i~ pro~dht Ht ratute for CDre than etght .. 
c:enturtos. an i~N~ge i rvlCM~S to ch111gos In soeial senslbJJity and 

potentially eapable of reviv:..l at HY given mci'JCnt of history ... as 

tho .vents of our enlightened '*'tury so dearly testify. For ti .. 

S.Htc literature, it toemt to me, invariably l'eVG1't• to tNa Imagery 

of the M1ddle Age& for its mat«riat. irreepoctlve of bist.orlcat evidlt:tc.e 

ln contr l.ction of this stereotype. It is tiMJ Sortr04n paradox of the 

th$ NOI'IIIen tmquest. ~..-ettve1y little wt2t known of the 4elc.ide f"ace 

fiP~rt ff'QD the infomat ion provided by the Gospels. The Jew. as 

Ro$cnberg hfi it, 

pres.enod scnetbing of the one .. dtmenstonal pvt"lty th.ot ts 
natur• 1 1 y conferncf Gn one .tlout whom noth 1 ng Is lcncw1 
e.tteept that tba clevl1 bl.\d tc~~missioncd him to kill God . l 

Amt tho l~ir.ation of • people ignort~nt of any a¢tcal eottact with tho 

Jews Inevitably ccn)ured up a tbnoni~ Jewist\ Ant !christ ¢CIIp1ete with 

horns. t its and el~en hooves Iiiio c.ould, moreover, be identified 

cont~eniently and tnfa1 i ibly by the offonstve stench uhich ho emitted as 

pi.Wlithmcmt for his cri110 against Christ.! It s a S.upei'Stittous belief 

illlid\ sw-vfved the ~ing of the Middle A-goa. persisting as a •tvuiS)Ir 

Ol'tor1 in the credulOUS l~gfRM:ion of the Engllsh until the r.tiddJe of 

the 17th Century ~an Sir Th · Browne. w1th • type of pseudo--scientific 

I'N$0nlng, scotc:bed a superstition wb.ich had tile sanction of 5e¥er•• 
ccrrtvrics of unquesttGnfng ac.ceptance.3 This wae the bogey fear of the 

unlmtilwn ••a. prevailed llllon Vi IIi t Comtuoror Imported • tettleaent 

of Jew$ fraa Rouan to rcaedy England• a ~ie t l1Si end not even the 

ph"f$ leal presence of tho Jew in England ged to belto the myth ieh 

mysteriously surrounded him. lfe rsained the Oo¥11 in the I i~s of 

• Jew. 

1AOMnberg~ p. 23. 

2Trnchtenbotg discusses these nUDOrous supcrstlt ions in Part One of 
·hls study, The Devil and the Jews: ,.,.._ 'Demcnic' Jew." Soe e$1). 
tn•P· Ill : "~Vitb iiCif!M tDtid fei"i .l' 

3See thaptor Vt, pp. 152-154, 
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The first few decades after the admlssfon of the Jews were 

charact•rtzed by a spirit of almost fanatical ret lgJous fervour which 

ultimately cry•talllzed in the Flrtt Crua•de of J069; and the hatred 

which h.d been engendered against the Mohammedan was turned wtth equal 

vigour against the Jew. Knights of Christ, the Crusaders were determined 

to avenge Hl& holy blood by purging their own country of the crucifying 

Jews before campaigning against His Eastern enemies; and because the 

Jews were rich and they were poor, the Crusaders derived no 1 itt.le 

profit from thefr persecutions.' Even after the Crusades, however. 

religion was manipulated to mulct the Jews of large tum$ of money. and 

charges of kfdnappfng end the crucifixion of little Chrlsttan children­

which had been profftabty proppgeted by the marauding Crusaders -were 

revtved at frequent Intervals throughbut the 12th and 13th ienturies. 

The first account of this rltual~urder accusation oceurs in the Saxon 

Chronicle for t137, establJehtng the rtt.ualistic pattern which was 

rep•ated with almost monotonous regularity in the numerous mutilation 

charges levelled against medieval Jewry: 

Nu wa wll J saegen sumdel w.et belMIRP on Stephenes Kinges 
ttme. On thrs time the Judeu1 of Noruufc bohton an crlsten 
cfld before Estren ptneden him atle the lfche pining that 
ure Orighten was pined on lang frldaei him on rode hengen 
for ure Drlhtlnes luve sythen byrleden him.2 

This account of Wllllm of Norwich's rtartyrdom provides the paradigm 

for all subsequent Chrtst-kl11ings: the cr ~me is tnvartably perpetrated 

over Passton week; the victim is always an innocent young Christian 

child; and the Jews are 'lways motivated by an obsessfonal desire to 

mock the Chrfstian fatth. Such was evidently the fate of Harold of 

Gloucester tn 1168 and Robert of Bury St. Edmunds In 1181; but by 

far the most notorious of ell the alleged crucifixions was the 

martyrdom of 

yonge Hugh of lyncoln, s1ayn also 
With cursed Jewes, as It ls notablet3 

- an rnctdent Which survived in the medieval fotk~1nd •s a typieal 

1 See Parkes, The J.w J n the Med i eva 1 C01_m1un I ty, Chap. Ill : 11The 
First Crusad•", esp. pp. bS"'"· 

2Quoted by Rosenberg, From Shx1ock to $vens1 t, p. 25. 

3cbaucer., uThe P r ioren • s Ta le11 , I t nes 684-85., p. 164. 
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example of Jewish depravity, and one to Whieh thaucer•s Prioross refers 

as boving occt.•rred ubut a 1t1al white ago." It was a talc kept 

porenniatty ali~e and recordod for perpcruity in the Histqria ~jor of 

Matthew P~ris, the famous monasti~ hlsi~ian. lts sensation llsm 

remaining the staple fare of popular t;~Uadry and poetr'l not on I y in 

England but on the f'OOt inent as weH . 

I t -appears that in the year l2SS the J(ld of t incoln lddne'lppcd 

a li ttle Chrtstion boy~ I~arcer~ted ni~ secretly and. uecording to 

to be pntSent ~t a sacrifi.eo t~ :•ke place at Lin('oln 7 in 
c.ont~naly and Insult o Jesus Christ. for, as they sair', 
they hed boy c:oncealcd for the purpose of being c rudf ied; 
so a great nt.mbor of them oss~lad •t t. ineoln, and hen 
they appointed a J1sw of l incoln jud~, to take he placo of 
Pilat ~ by wt-.ose senf'ence, and with tho c-on~urrenco of all, 
.. ho boy Wa$ aub jected to v;uo ious rorturoe . Thuy scourged 
him till the blood ft<MM~. they crowned him with thorns, 
mocked him,. and spat upon hlm; each of them 4150 pieJ"ced 
him with a knife. and the:{ macfe him drink gall , and scoffed 
at him wtth blasphemous Insults. end kept gMShing t:heir 
teeth snd calling blm Jesus, tho false propbot. And •ftor 
tormenting h ;m in divers ways they ern~ if ied hlmi' and 
piorcod him to the heart with a s.poar. When the boy was 
deacJ, they took the body C'.lol!«'l from tbe cross, mel for sGU~a 
r son cli~l1ed it; tt is said for tho purpose of 
tholr magte arts.' 

nlO sorrowing mother is di rected to the JowG 1 house .nd clitlc.oa;,ers her 

child' s body tn a well. l'llttereupon the twliHffs are st.JmlOned .;md t.he 

Jews forced to confess. bow they &r.t l1ed the chi h'. how the earth r•fused 

to cotu:.eal the corpse or the water hide. bllt c.ast it up again. 

t wl1l teH tho truth to you aJt .Lsays. the JotiJ. Hearty all 
the Jews !n England agreed to Lhe death of this boy, and 
fr noerly f!WOry £ngt ish city where Jews l tve sa..-e wro 
c~en to l~ present at this aacrift~e as Pas~hat offering.2 

Tbe Jew w.u thon tied to a horse' s taU cmd dragged to the galJCJWs. whifu 

the othor Jews who shared hh gui 1 t ·· 9l in •Jt - were hnprisoned in the 

Tower of London. 

The mention in Pa.rls ' s account of a •-Pascluat offerlng'1 is 

si~iftcant in illuminating the apparent source of the Chrtst~kitltng 

ac<:t~SiH iOrt$. Since Easter ~ tho traditional time for the ritual·· 

1Q.uotcd by Jos.eph Jacobs. Jewi&b Ideals and Other Essays (London: 
David Nutt. J896), Chap: lrCiitJe sr- . Hugh of Linco1fl*l, pp.l93·94. 
The passages fran Paris are taken from tile lui~rd edit lon. 

2tbld •• 1) . 195. -
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rnurdet's • im·adably t.olncldcs with the ,DSsowr ~ it tiOUid oppcar th t 

the dtarge against the .kws derived tar.gely frcm a c:fr(:~tMttial 

intorlinktng of rollglous ritual and the s~lic Interpretation of 

elements ClCliMX>n to. both Judaism end Christianity. The symbo.l of the 

Lamb. of ccurso 0 is the mo5t ~pparent of tbe5C c<m:XNl ola~ents in that 

both P~ss~r end £astor ~ate its. saerlf,t~f~t slaughtor ~ the 

killing of the Pas.cba syr.tbollzinJ the salvation of the Jc'liffi frora the 

Angel o.f Death and too tenth Egyptlan plague. God' & prote.etlon of His 

people; but also symbolizing, in Christian iconography. the Agnus tei 

~ose sa~riflcc on tal~avy saved Christianity f~ eternal daQn~tion. 

By a c.onflatJon of tmages Christ consequently .seems to have subsuned 

both identities of Pochol l..anb and Agnus Dei; <ind thristiaRtty 

contim.led to interpret the tr_.ftlonal JGwlsh Nerifice as. a symbolic 

slaughtering of thelr Savloot'. this identlfication of a:D'Mln s~Hsm~ 

coorcover ~ per$1Ste<f even in the theologlcAt wrtt ings of the ftenaissaoce. 

Samuel Purehas In his PtJgrhliS! still explicitly es.oelat1ng the vtctima 

of the Jewish ritual--offering: 

Their Pus.eouer, eatlod ot them ft.acsach, so called of the 
Angels pft.S tngouer the Is rae II tes In tbo cOIIIIXIn tlestruc.t ion 
of the Aogypt fan f i rst ... !:Jam. For PIJC$4ch. the (;rce tens usc 
Padta • ••• to suffer. fitly in re~rd of tb.at s.hock:lw 
atftiST hi111$elfe, \lito was our Patcha11 Limbe, in his suffcrlng 
sacr if iced for vs. . 

Before the going ~e of the sun, tho Paschal L~ lfaS 
slalno. e!2out -.hich time (the nfnth boure) Christ. the 
true Pas.c.ha, yielded vp the ghost. t 

The Pusover tr.adlt ions of medieval J&#.ry, interpreted as a bl.asphaaous 

mtX·kery of thrfst •s P3asion and Cruclfhdan, ruy account in fJMt for 

the Easter .. tlme indictrrent agains.t the Jew$; but there Is the~~ 

posa ibi I tty th•t tlteso accusations were dol iltarately manipulated 

propoganda against the Jewlsb moneylender ... for the persecutfon \llhfch 

folJOt!led tn their wake wu invari•bly f'Jnenci a lly r~ar<fing to their 

porS<Kutors. It is recorded. for tnstanoe. that in 1244 a slll! of at 

1cast 60,000 marks (roughly equivalent to s::.C,OOO) wQS derived fl'(li\'J a 

colony of London Jews held .-esponsibtc for the murder of a little 

Christian boy; and other instmces are extant of flnes and tal I ages 
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imposed upon tho Jews for &imilc:Jr offences.' 

Tho Passover assoel~tions of the thrlst-ki Utng gave rise in 

turn to scvoral subs tdf.ary SU£'ter·sti t tons: that the JEW$ rcqoi rod 

Christian blood for baking their Uftleave:ned bt-eml; that they blended 

their P sover WillC5 with tho blood of Cbrtstim dtitdren; that they 

celebrated a fom of Passover comunion with tho heart of a -stau~tercd 

boy. And Matthew Piris's suggestion of evisc.:cratiOft in the Hugh of 

t.in<:Oln case ts yet anothor corollary to the Puss~ theme. for besides 

the magical properties supposedly inherent in Cbrfstion Intestines, it 

wos afso rumoured that the Jews -

c~ded out of tfote ads .nd cntral I$ of murdered Christ tan 
d\i hfren • salvo or food celled •attarace• , which thoy eat every 
Passover In plaec- of a sacrifice; they prepare this food at •-rst 
e~ry 1 isth year because they bel ieve tbey are saved thereby. 

ln time this Possover cvm gave way to e generalized ac.c~....atlon egainst 

the Jews whld\ claimed th.at tbtW required fresh Christian btood for & 

wldo variety of purposos: for the c.onc.oet len of modlclnot md c.ham!$, 

the brewtng of pol san, blacknogict sorcery. dlv tnattcn and witchcraft. 

In medieval GemMy tt was all~ that the •h•tt mutJ J.ator& dried 

tbe blood of tbelr martyred victims~ gror.md it to a ~r. and 

sc:.ottered Jt over tho lands .. them. in a fClW \lleek$. a plagu would 

strlko, destroying people,. crops and eettJe in the blood .. contaminated 

MCaS. lllhile the .ICWS ttftOincd safely indoors.:J And since the luge of 

'vicb JiloCObs, plsh ldea~s. .. . • Chap: ''The London JeMY', p 182 .. 

2tracbtenberg, p.13.5. This I$ part of e eonfcsston Induced ftQ'!) a 
Jt:M of 5.lvoy undet> tOFt.ure In 1329~ 

-'See Trachtenberg,. Chap. X: ••'"'e Blood Acc.usat Jon". TheS-e and 
'5Jallw cl~Mges egainJt Eu~ Jews pu&l$ted Into the t7th 
Century, Saooa1 Purchas recordhtg an &CCUntlon agatn5t the 
Jews of P'oland \ihlch obviously M instrtnent of p~ 
used to ex.plo1t the Jewlsh moneylenden: u ' Maist r Barketey a 
Merchant of London, who hath spont mny yeores. Jn l.luoei , Poloni a 
and otbar of Uoso colde countri!lS• ' o1do me. That the lewes fame 
the tustf:aO of tbe Kings • . .f:.fiAf/ in regaTd of the poophv. 
hotrcd, J!tf'OUiSfClft ts mode, vnder gt~at penalties~ for t'boir 
sccuritie; and yet many lewes were therB CllCWted by oc.cuton of 
a munen. prOC4.red (as was suspet.tod} by Jewish uorc.ismcs 
intending a plague to the aen .. and not .,_ r.:w.rren to the beats. 
If their working bad sorted: but the to.11!S said it was but a. 
pr-etatC& to dept-hilS th• of thefr ricbos.. •u (Purehas . p. 137 .) 
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the Jew as harbinger of plague was closely allied to that of the potsoner, 

the Black Death t hat ravaged Europe In the 14th Century was similarly 

attributed to the eontamlnatton of wel ls and streamJ by treacherous 

Jewish poisoners. A handfu1 of Jews. moreov•r. practised tho art of 

medletne end, as James Parkes Indicates -

If a ktng had a Jewish physician, and dfd not actually 
perish on the battleffeld, cloven fn two by the battle­
axe of the enemy, there Ia nothing surprising tn hls 
unfortunate doctor being accused of polsonl~g hfm.1 

This image of the noxious Jew and the poisoning physleJan persisted in 

tho folk~ind of the Middle Age•. lingered on into the Renalssanoe and 

1!~t no little credenc• to the accusation levelled agaln$t Lopez. 

Elizabeth ' s Jewish doctor, who wat arraigned and convicted of having 

plotted to pofson her In 1594.2 It was the same imago which Marlowe had 

utllfzac:f five years previously in hrs horriflcatlon of laraba$, the Jew 

of Malta. who brags In hyperbolic vein of his malicious poisoning of 

welts and hts murderous Med1ea1 exploits in Italy. who simulates death 

with poppy and co1d mandrake jufea, who polsons lthamore and his cronies 

wtth a poisoned po$y of flowers, and who eliminates an entire nunnery imd 

his daughter bestdes with a pot of poisoned rtce, brewing It with an 

incantatory curse: 

The Juice of HebOn. end Cocytus' breath, 
And all the poisons of the Stygian pool 
8reak from the fiery kfng~; and In this 
VOMIt your venom, end lnvenc:)l'Q her 
That like a fiend hath teft her father thus) 

In the very year of Lopez • s exeeut lOA, moreover, l'tlolu• Nashe recorded 

tn the rumbustious plcaretque adventures of Jack Wllton his unfortun•t• 

hero's encounter with a Jewish quack""PhyslcJe ca1led Zecharle, private 

doctor to the Pope snd lecturer in an•tomy at the local College, and his 

co-rellgtonary henchmen, Zadoeh. These Renaissance monster$ rank wlth 

lar~bas as perhaps the most grotesque compendia of •11 the moalevel 

superstition$ clinging to the Jew as dcx:tor, poisOner and harbinger o•· 

plague, and shartng Wfth the Jew of Halto a similar hyperbolically 

exaggerated rhetortc. 

1Jamet Parkes. The Jew in the ~dleval Commuplt~. p. 50. 
2see AppendIx: ''The I mage of the Jew as Po 1 sonertt. 

'"The Jew of Maha". Ill, tv; ~hri 5tophtr Marlowe, ed. Havelock EJll s 
(Hermald Series; London: T. Fisher Unwin. n.d . ,). p. 28!. 



Jack Wilton. tn the course of his tr !eb. f~lts into the 

C-lutches or t doch .t10 In tum sell• ht& for fJ SUQ of soo en:llln& to 

Or. Zachario as a gulnea-pig for his annual anataay lecture - an 

lmegin.ti¥Oiy colourful variation on the mutUaUon thet»; t Juli4M. 

one of the Pope' s many concubinoa. eatdtes sl~t of Jack and. 

with a ftqtful ca11Khriutlon laftetlting my lewtsh PraJ~Jnfre, 
that llodlo art4 goods. I 9ould Ught Into the hano of aucb 
e cunod genuat h» • tnuented the tltOi.ln& of my relCMSO. I 

Sbo tbcretJPCXt eontriVfi to subtUUIOc SQ1lC potSOft for the ~kine that 

Z.achitrtc hlMt prescribed for the Pope; ond on the ~~ _,tb of hit 

HoUnos:s•s Crand""$ubllmlty-taster all the Jewt. of Rc;ne are banishod 

ft'Gil the city by • Papal oclict.. Z&dodt wtd Zacharte take tbe MillS ~Jy. 

and in tb!rtr freqy betr1JY their medfeval orlg!ns: 

If t aust be ban&sbt ,5rt .. Zodod\J ~ if tt.ose heathen doss 
wi l1 aoeds JOb me of r.v gcodt. I wtt I poysal tbeJr sp,-trl9$ 
4. CXJnduSt beades. \~Menco they rocetuo ol tbelr ..ater round 

bout the ~itte; t1e tlco all the yotJng children into 1IY 
house tbat I can i)lt. m\d ~uttlng tbelf' thro.tes baFroll 
tbeQ vp In poudr ing beofe tubbos , Md so send tha:t to 
victuaU the ,,gpes gaU les. £re the off tears. c:oama to ext«tcl. 
t 1• be$ tow M blftdred pound OR a le of broad, wh f eh t le 
uvse to be Meaded with scorpions oyl that will klH more 
thm tM plague. llo blre th<D ttu.t ClGke their wafor& or 
sacraDafttary god$. to mtnge them after tho s.-. sort. so in 
the zea1e of tholr s~Btltlous t'Ctfgion shall they 1 guish 
and droup tyke carrion. 

More h~Je than the patriarche$ woro 1, If. uushtc to death 
\:fi th tho ~test tormt~nts taaes tyrants houe t rIde, thorc 
might bG quintesenst out of • one ~ort of precious l)Oiton. 
t haua e leg with ao Issue. •hall l cut it off, s. ftea his 
fo~mt of c.orrupt ion ex.tr.act • veflCIC10 ·wo,.... than onlo serpents? 
tf thou wilt, lie goo to a how5o that is fniected,. 11ftJr. 
c:atdltng tbe pl.og ... and haulng got a runtting ~e vpon me. tlo 
~ fl\d doUuet> [.JullaneJ a suppltc:.atlon. breath vpon bcr. 
l knowe ay breat~ stinkei so •lrodfe1 tluat It Is within balfc 
a degree of polson. I 1e palo ber hcr.to tf I perfect U wlth «tla 
mre putrtf41C:tion.2 

The recurrence of those lcages moro than three centurfes after the 

elq>uls ion of the Jawi frm Eng laneS merely testifies to the Ineradicable 

poni$tcncc of tho 

Imagination ... an tmago .talch 2M ye.ars tA rcstdcnr;e In the ~ountry bad 

done Uttlo to bello . Contact with tbe Jews. and tbefr a1ien tradition& 

h"nle Unforturwtto Tr.we11 r,u lhe Wof'k$ 2f De&! U!!J!! , It~ 30$. 

2fbid .• 311·12. 
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had,. lf anything, c:mfhomod the superstitious N'I30Urs of pre-tcnquest 

tiClOS, addIng a touch of c:rcduli ty to the myth of tho Chr t st.Jt.J Hers; 

and the p~tl<ln of tho Jt:M existing tn £ngH.tt folk-mythology 

seems to have dictated the modlov•l hiStor/ of the Image. 

. 
I • 

tn 1290 the ..tcws~ now iCJpOCooious end ·dr•ined of tholr former 

ocmaok utftity, wore offl~ialfy ~nod ft'QQ fngland :.t a mattu of 

pollttcal ~Ieney - an oxpodlent rMionaUzed. however, .on predtatnmtly 

rol l~ious )roun~: •tro tho honour of the Crucifle6,n road tho pra:tU1gation 

of ~i Je. '*we have caused tbe Jne to go forth ft'OQ our rcam.t•l lvt their 

absent:e fran the countty failed to akeure the iq)t"ess lon left behind tbell, 

Gnd the JrM Oflat again •st.IDIIId • feats«ile ~:tythh:al identity .. tho bogey 

&:nalating fng a precaMeptlon of the Jewish Antlchrfst. Hittortc.al 

oc.counts of autilation ald cruclflxlon pi'OYided l:iq)lo material. and tho 

greot na10s In medieval poetry ... ~r, Cowclr • L.nngl..-d, together wl th 

tho anonymous. beUadlsts and dranatists of the age .. recreated thotr image 

of the Jaw frcn the ~ asociatlons of the 12th 1111d 13th Centuries~ 

cansolldating a concept -.id1 Na to •<Jt.tto until tbe Uter.turc of the 

Ronatss.a~tco. .It ~ inevitabl-e that, aftw thotr upulsion (Wid et a 

t ltDO ~ tJ\0 .1ct11s ~~~8ft! mknollln aut 4 t fen to tho Eng I i sb. the r 9El shoo J 

bevc derived front a postotloard stereotype of ancient standi~. tt is .ell 

the 110re n:Datkable tbet Marlawo end Sl\ekespeero should haYc transcended 

tbe 1lmltatlons of so lnfleoxlbto a.cf statte a a)OYCntion to create the 

groatest Jewish personages in Eng I Jsh I itoraturo. 

In post-QMPulslon tJ~ monastlG hi~tory ralfnquisbod the Jewish 

figure to f .. ginativc ffetion; ..-.4 the poet transformed it rDdieally. 

8efore 1290 thore WIGS o specific need fOf' · tho invention of tho deJclde Jew, 

t.JUtilator. poiSOfter, and harbfngar of plague .. tho need, a J h.ve 

Sf.1990$tod, for aomo sort of soc::iel scDpegoot in wham tho fUddle Ages could 

1oca1tze the evt1 of tho world, tbo need for an Image of pcwarful 

propoganda potentfo1 capobte of rational iz1ng 50Ciety1s persocutton of 

the botod Jewlsh usurer. But the exp\slsion of English Jawy clearly 

IQuotod by Kercus Arkin. •"When the .kwlsb Goose stopped Joying Golden 
£ggs~" Je.lah Affafts., x. No .. 3 (Mareh. l9SS), 17. 



obviated tne ~stty of such imagd$; and tha crucial difference 

bet..een the medieval propagandist and th poet or" for that m•ttor. the 

Nazi and tbemedloval belladist, Is centred In their dlsslmtlarfty of 

motfve. F<'H' the poet of tbe t4th and IStb CenturTes ~rs to have 

revived the fa of the rJtual'"flnlrdere.r less for anti-Sanitl<: p~a 

than to re-afffte bts faith tn GhristJMfty,. to spread the honour cf God, 

to celebrue the lr.acles of the Virgin, 8n'd potnt a Special moral 

lesson .:s does Qlabeer's Prioress: 

0 cursed folk of H~roc:tcs al n~. 
~t 1ft8Y your yvel entente yow aval Ue? 
Hl>rdre 11110l out. certeyn, 1t wot nat fall1e. 
AruS nane1y thov tb1 onour of God shal sprede; 
The blood out crl•th on youre cursed dedc. l 

The motivesof tho. medfeval poet and batt dtst were e$SMtlatly rellgl~os~ 

anif their taphasls was Jnvarl.ably pla('.ed upon the airacJe of tbe martyred 

chUd rather th• upon JtJ. butchery. The cootlves of the Mazfs ~ rovlved 

the tamge we~o pf'eclominamtly political . Antlchrfst them$e1ves. they 

sought ne affJ.....-tlon of religious faith. no rtltaeu1ous. resurrectlon of 

the f!Mirdered child. nor any paen of praise fof' tho righteous wrktng of 

Cod' s provideftee. Their maJn -ecncom w.u to provoke an emotton.t 

reaction Jn the IIOb by c:onc:e:ntrattng on tho crlmltHJ1 depr•vlty of the 

JewiSh -eruclf.ter ... an instance of the ~1Hng extremes to ""feb the 

talcen when divorced from tbe ckuiHty of the Cttrlstlan 

•ttl tude. lut in the poetry of the Middle Ages, Jewfsh persecution 

consequent upon the blood-accusation frequently gfves way to their eon .. 

version followlng the r-evelation of a miraculous rost.rroetion of the 

martyred chi Jd .. the Satanic Chrlst ... ki Hor yteldfng to the Image of the 

J.ew -converted. 

Chaueer•s contrtbutfon to tbe rltual"ffll.!rder genre, although 

admittedly hostile to the Jewish homlctdes, in~rpor~tes several 

S1!J1lfl~t varf~tiort$ on the Hugh of Lincoln theme from ~tch It derives 

- varf•tlons alre.tdy dtscerntble ln tlte mcerous l'th and 14th Century 

analogues to th Prloress•s Ta1e.2 tn the ftrst place* it differs 

l''Prioress•s Tale," linm. 574·78., p. l62. All llne r fMences derive 
frem fragtMmt Vfl Jn tbe Robinson edition. 

2vtde Carleton F. Brcwn~ uthaucer•s ' Prioresses. Tale' find its 
Malo~;· P. K. L.A. • XXI ( 1906) . 
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r~tcally frGm ICittl\al Parls~s bistortcat 8CCOtlltt of the ln~l4ent by It• 

very fonn and tntentton .. • poem dedicated to the Virgin In celurathm 

of bu atrKtes. a narratf~• embodiment of reHglous tTibute to 

this wt1e of •rey. CrJst• DOder twete. 

protectress of etartyrecl children and participant ia the -hr•v-.nt of 

the- sornMJng IJOther. It -op.ns wlt11 the Prto,..s•s fervent Invocation 

to the VfrgJn. as to :sonao pagsn mus•. lcmedlet ty est .. IID-tng the 

ccntut .and spirit fn llifbfch tt. ~~ ls to. be read .. • poaa de-vlvfng 

ft'GII the "Cutt of the Vlrglnn genre: 

o mood..,. llayo! o Nyde Mooc.ter fr•~ 
0 txtub unbTent. llreMynge tft flloyset stght• _ 
lhat r~.-t douA fro the Oeftee. 
1'hurgb thyn htDbleue,. the Goos.t tt..t In th'•l tghto, 
Of ~ vertu .. ~~!haft he thyn l'lert 11gbte. 
tonceyv..t was the Fadtes SASJI.ru:a. 
Help me to tel ~ It In thy rever.-! t 

thta Jy~Jul , olmo&t 1 fturgl"t fr.l.llle'.Wt)rk to ttte tale at once. cfeteratlnes 

asls of tbe t~Cp1eHMt ineldent about to follow, .ct 

aur• of religious trM$CGftdenta1fsm allevh1tfng the enormity of the 

J4*~J; :;~ crime; end the Identity of the s~rlflcla1 vtctlm .. 

Tills g~DJDe of cha t1 te. this raude. 
An4 eek of martJr4JoJit the .f'uhy bright • .:.Z 

Is sultaty distlngulat.d ftca the fnf'hdtefy Ia• .afnt1y Mugh of 

ll.ncofn by hit r•11glous piety -.d his zulous devotlort to the flrgln. 

a del lberat• r..-111ng of the orlglnel sourc. roatertal to •uJt the 

cSevottona1 nature of the nar·raUve. tt.r sentJMnt•l detcrlption of the 

c.bllcf,. .,.eover .. is perfectly 1ft keef·lftl wlth the Prioress's "c:onsc1enee 

end tencfte 1\utet•J: 

Alaong thbe chi hfrea was • wy-. ..... 
A Utel dallJIIIDfl. seven yeer of age, 
That clay by ~ to scole wn bIt ...,.. ,. 
AAct eek also,. "'-rea• be saugb th' yMge 
Of Crista ._.,.,, hackle he tn dA9e. 
As b,at wu t«Ught.. to kna1e a4olm and •eye 
Ria Ave llrlf. • ho goth by the weya.,. 

Ancl to hateMify the eoepll1110t to the Vlrgla~ the c\ergeon•s favourite 

luprtoress•s T•l• .. u ttnu 467 ... 73. p .. 161. 

2..,riotet••s Tate,u lines 609-Jo. p. 163 .. 

S..,¥Ologue to Tl\e C.t•rbury TaJes,.t• Una lSO. p. t8. 

~e..,rloress · ~ Tale/' ltnet 502-sos. p. 16L 
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scmg • conposed in rovertmce of Chrlst't mother end sung to honour Her -

Ia the Alma l ~torts ~ter which he always stngs on his way to school 

through the Jewfsh ghetto. The ..a-s, however,. eannot endure the Cftrittle 

prayer, and Chaucer depicts ttt• Jn thelr filii tee u -eonventioaa1 ftledleval 

antl...ch.rlstians ... usur..-s eng-aged In "luere of vtlan,.*', ucu,._, folk of 

MetocV' - the arch slayer of ll t t 1e lnnocent•, and Ql\OIIOUS agents of the 

Devil: 

Our ftrste foo. the serpent Satf\8PH!f. 
Tbet heth in Ju. herts hls WH'PH nut, 
Up swel., and s.elde. 1 0 ftebreyk peple, atlas~ 
l s th I,. to Yfllll • thyng th•t Is h<lnut, 
Tha t swleh a boy utt.l watken ft bym te•t 
ln youre desph • .nd Sf"flt of swlch sent•ce. 
Which is. agilyn yovre 1-.s rever«tee? 11 1 

They thereupon conspire to kiH tho dtt1d. hlrint • ghetto IIIUrcferer Wlc» 

g.trabs him •• he po-sses -s.tngtng by, sttts hl~ throat au fHnp. httt tn 

the Jewfsh .cess ... poo1 ... • violent, brutal e-rt•. but neither ._lt upon 

wJ tr. Lle r•llsh of the pr.,og.~nctfst nor protr"tri • the crucff bdon 

SGeRe ln the ltystery Cyc1~. The •.srder ts tuboJ'dlnatect to the •traele 

ancl Chaucer dlspos$$ of the deed tn • CGUp1et., pas• lng OA a-d lately to 

the sorrow of the !Jri$Ylng anot:M:r .. o Vfrgin l'lary figure ... se piteous 

condition c:Gq.)letes the fcooogrltPhlal pleta of the po.a. cal 1 tng as sba 

does. "on trlste:s moder •ke Mtd klnde.11 £Wt'ttua1ly she WMcfor& lnto tbe 

Jews• quarters. directed by Chrtst toMrb the very s,ot ....,. her 

murdore4 boy lies burled bt the dung; and thefts •lraeutously, the whote: 

ghetto beglaa resounding with the dtlld's slnglng of the Aha IH!!Ptort•. 

The Christ hm foUt «1M roonlng to Nrvel •t the Dllr&c:le,. •d ttua dtt td• 

martyr it t.ten Ill procestlon to the AMte$t at>hy escorted •Y the 

thf"onglng crowd and h f't weeping tJDtner: 

M Is IIIOOder swawnynga on tb$ kere lay; 
Ul\nethe ~te the pep 1 e that was ttaeere 
This n-. tadMJ1 brynge fro hts ~.2 

Unobtrusively. almost -unc:onsc1Gt~S1y. tbe juxt.-,os.H ton of Olct Testanent 

matriarm and her lew Testament count•rpart Is esta~Ushed ln the 

1"Pdoreas• s Tale,,. lines 558-64. p. 162. 

2abld .• Jines 625-27. p. 163. -
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narrative - Rachel's 100urn'tng providing a paradfgm in medieval typology 

for the serrow of Mary .. an a1mos.t tu.wltt lng act<new~edgement of the 

dual tty of Jew.fsh Images in the theological t.radHlon of the Mtddle 

Ages; fM even in the course of rev-i lfng the Jews. the medieval poet am 

$tin conceive ·of the ahernat lve to his revulsion. 

The little chttd, after tes.ttfyfng to the miracle of the Vfrgfn 

and reefflmin·g the fa.tt•' ef the ·.Christian conmunlty. ffna1ly yfeld5 

up the -ghost and Js entombed in a marble shrine 1 tke some medieval saint ... 

a monument mor-e i llustrfoos than that aceorded Hugh of lfncoln Whose 4eath 

ln Paris's account is unaccompanied by either miracle or -r-eve·tation. 

desptte the Prit>ress•s concludlng lnvocatio.n to this prototypical child-

martyr as If to some dlvine intercess ionary: 

0 yonge Hugh of lynco1n, s layn also 
With cur$ed Jewes ~ as it ts notable. 
For 1t is but a lf tel while ago, 
Preye eek for us. we synful folk unstable, 
That .. of his mercy* god so mere table 
On us his grete mercy multfplie. 
for- revere.neo of h l s mooder Marle. Amen .1 

Thus the tale ends, a$ it began, on a. note of rei igious fervour, with 

an lnwc.at ion and a prayer - the whole clearly intended as a statement 

of Christian faith. a semf-liturgicaJ tribute to Mary Mothe.r of Mercy. 

But if it dfffers from Parts•s account of the Hugh of Lin~Jn incident 

tn Intention and relfg10U$ eaphasts, 1t dfffers also from tts analogues 

in the .rigorous puntshment meted out to the homicidal Jews: 

With torment and wfth shamef\11 deeth eehon 
Thl$ provost dcoth thlse Jewes fer to. sterve 
That of this mordre wiste, and tha-t anon. 
Me nolda no 1SWkh ¢ursednesse observe. 
nvvele -sbal have that yvete wof deserven; 
Therefore wltb wUde bors he dide hem drawe, 
And after that he heng hem by the lawe-.2 

Such. however • is not the fate of the Jews. In the great majorl ty of the 

analogues. The ea-r1 test ext.tnt vets ton of Jewtsh r.ltual-murdef' in the 

look of Miracles records the wonder and amazement of the Jews at the 

1"The Prioress's Tate«. 1 Jnes 684-90, p. 164. 

2tbfd •• ltnes 628-34. p. 163. -
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MJrecle end thelr votunt1ry eorwersioA to Christianity; 1 .and their ll¥es 

•r• almost tn¥1rlably •pared to the everlasting honour of Christianity • 

for the conversion of the Jowl•h lnfldel seems prturlly to confim the 

efficacy of the thrhtfen felth to the thrlttiln lteJJeven themsehles. 

He seeMs. A$ ft "re, to provt ~ • nec:esiary ob,leet 1euon for the 

pertodic.al reviv.al of lntfln$CI tel Jglotd fervour. the me•ns of cfelnonstr1tlng 

to Medieval Chrlstlenlty tho miraculous dlspensatton of mer~y •v.n to the 

The popular Scottish ballad of Sir Hugh qr t~e Jew's Daughtfr -

In •11 fts 21 v1ri1ttons ~ stm1l•rty derlv~ fr~ the H~gh of Lincoln 

Incident and served to perpetuate the rltva1~ur6tr myth throughout the 

14th Century. In ba11~-form, however. the erJme dJffen eontfderably 

f~ The PrioreJs'~ Tal! In thet the homi~ide Is perpetr•ted "ot by • 

conspiracy of Jews bot by an auton~, seemingly unMOtivated and 

aysterfous Jewest whose Tdeottty r~alns obscure. Or. Jacob$ h•• 

suggested! that the orlgtnal of th1s sh•dowy murderess ~Y poe1lbly have 

been lelle•ssez. the thlof Rabbi of Lincoln's dlught•r. whose marriage 

attrectad • large number of Eng1tsh Jews to the elty •t the tlm. of 

Ruth • $ not or t ous martyrdoelt. It seems eq1.1a l1 y prebab le, ~ver, that 

the "Jew' s Oaughteru derives fran Old Ta1tament 8tb11<:al sourcet - front 

the flgure of Dinah. for IAst•nce, the soxually enticing daughter of 

Jaoob;3 or even frOM Eve. the arch-temptress, •• the s~bolic touch~t 

In th• btlled would sugg•st. In the JMtleson venton of the ballad~ 

11ttle Hugh's fOQtb.all 11nds through the Jew's wlndow end the daughter 

Inveigles the young child vpsttfr' to retrieve It : 

HOW w 1 1 t I c.C.O Lip? How ean I CCIII up? 
How can I come to thee? 

For as ye dld to my auld father, 
The 58111a v. • 1J do to me. 

2Jacoba, Jewish tdeall and Other Essays, p~. 217 ff. 

II . , p. 488. 

3see Ch•p. IV. p. 95, for • discussion of the taage of the Jew's 
beautiful daughter. its prob•ble origins and Its developMent. 



She' • 91M t J I 1 h.er fa..tl1ai''S ~r~. 
And pu' cl M appte red .and green; 

'T w.s " to wyte hi $1111Mt Str Kugb,. 
Ami to •t1c:e bt ln. 

She'• led htm in tbrough •• dark doGr,. 
And s..te h• sbe tbro a fae; 

She' s J•Jd hi• on • •essang•t.tt>1•• 
And $tlckft him lfke a swlhe. ' 

37 

Tbe poeth; det•lls of t"e k1la4 re&Min ots.cuf'o ... "my 4tsfd father" 

(Adam, perJuap•1) tm6 the nlM 4erk doors ... but tlle bare facta of the 

crime corr•f*ld f lrh etos.cty to the actual hlstwic.el lnetdent. The 

body fs w•PPtHt tn le.td and tltdMtd~ Hke Hugh of Uneoln's.* ln.to the 

Vlrgtn•• «aw11eU llibere tile dhtr•te.d MOther .,b<»ver$ h. tut Ute 

baU.dlst 4oparts ffGD the ortgtn.l ty Jneorporwtfng lrt his natr4tlw 

tM .ait"ac:1e of th• rnutrctect ~hn4. ttae vot~..a ~rvlng frora the WllU -

Tbe lead l$ woncltOu$ Jteaty, mftbttr, 
Tbe, .all is wondrous delp. 

A 1t.een J*1•knlf• sUcks in .,. bart, 
A ~4 I ~ spetk,.Z 

And tbe supematurel etiiiOSphere of tho flllr~fous resurr.ctiOft t• 

JotC9'l$ified fJy the ghostly cbhofng of tho ktls of f..lftcoln: 

, And • ' the l:teUs o* rry LlAeoln, 
Wit~Dut am' s hands wet rq; 

Aad a• the ~ o• mcury Ll.-oht, 
Were read without man' s ton~r. 

And ne•er was •um a burial 
Stft Adam' s days bagun.l 

ts ftO record of tny puni"-tnt te.cf out to the Je:il' s dfluPter. In fa~t. 

sbe cflseppears ~Jete1y fro~~ the narrative es if the Ntla6fst bad fast 

•U fftt•eat In her'; .net only fn tlte Percy '•"' we w gtvcm some 

lndt~at Jon of .bar fete: 

She' s t~me bet' Jaantl• about her be.N, 
....- plke-.taff In her hand. 

And prayed ~ to llo bet" gvJ. 
Unto ..-c unc:outla land _q 

1•'8ugh of Lfncotn11
• ClH4' s <:olfeetlon of J!g.tta ~t lsh tmter 

!!11tf.s9ed. SariJIRt•tUttretlge {C rldJa.- ._.: JtOUtOCi'; iilin Ill a. 
o .• ~., p. 3$ .. 

2ctooted by tatlsda • .,. $2,. 

3qwtec~ by Jacobs. ... 21 • 

'-'1M JowJs Oaughtef'". JnsUsb and Scotti!!! ~f•r la!lad$, p. '71. 

I 
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an obvious co-incidence of the two Image-s of Jew'S: dat.tghter ancf Wancferfng. 

Jew_ both apparently '<focmad to perpetual exile .and etel"nal penitence for 

their antl-thJ"tstfM crime.. Sh·•ce the t4tb tentury,. however~ lftedteval 

prejucUQe as-IP$t the .ta.is.b deJclde $etm5 to have abated in the folk­

-..y; for a:hho'lgh the ballad is stiU sung .. partfcularty. It seems,. 

In the negro qt.Ortei·s of Nac YOt·k .. the identities of the protagon-ists 

have undergone (:()ftSiderab1e dt•ge .. and only a c.orrt~ption of th& orl-glnal 

b disc-ernible tn the titfEl of th-e. latest variation-: .. Little Harry Hughes 

avd the Dttko's t)augb,or•. ' 

Closely aHte4 to tho nkln<let$C:h~OI.tng*• gtlnl'e,. mGreover,. .and 

tu•obabty derhlng fr® $l1J1I l~r accounts of r.hual mutUetion, fs the 

~~ecUeval dlarge s~1nst the Jews of -desecr•tlng tbe holy wafer of the 

£ucharfst ln dtabGll¢41 cU.ptar- of antl-(hristlan hatred. lut this fmage. 

It seems to me;. orlgfnat.ed .. ltb so many othef" apparently antl-SanJtfc 

Images - from a spect ftc:. nee4 in the reiigious- t ffe of medi-eval 

Ch'f"tstfan:J,·y: the need. in this case., to be .-eusured of tbe po~er .of 

the host, to b(: .¢0ftvlni:Od of the phenomenort of tr-~~ns.uh5t•nt1•tJon; and- the 

f lgure of the Jaw it\ sudt ~unts Js. c:l&BTly ean-tpu1ated to reflect the 

4oubt and wavering uncertainty fn the thtisU• miml Itself .2 for the 

obvious lntention of th~e t41te• (Jf sacramental WJtfet deseeratlon seans. 

to in•re tn th:e ma-rvelous proof of the Doctrine of the tte.•l P-resence 

consequeftt upon the miracles th~ foUow tbe prof.anatfon of tho ho$t; and 

tiM.t Inevitable tXJnVerst.on- of the .ued atd sorra.lfuny J"eJiefttant Jews 

serves to <;anflrm tt\e Cbristlan bel1ef tn the effleac:y of ·trensubstentlatlon. 

The 1110st significant e.A'Ibodiment of tbl$ thenJe 1n medieva1 liter• 

ature b found fn the 4DOft.)'IIJOUS Croxton ·Ptex of the Saer~t varfousJy 

catalogued as ffon..Cyele Mystef'y, folk·drana-or interlude,. an essentially 

,,,. Jacobs. 218-t9. 

2pilrke.s points out tn The Jew in the Medieval -~•tty tNt. the Image 
of the Jaw as the subject of a mirec:le Jeac:Hng to h.fs eonvers ien 
probably dertves o-rtglnalty fran the tconoc1astlc controversy of the 
ihb Century. The tconoc.tuts, who desired. the abolhton of t.ages .. 
were opposed by th.e. fconodu·les who defended their ·use 4lnd twoved the 
efftchmcy of liROge!i in a series. of stol'les relating to the <COnversion 
of Jews by tmages. The lconodules. in tum. most probft.ly Influenced 
~ clergy of the MJdt.l le Ages who cr.eate.d the tegend .of the profanation 
of the Most aod the su.bs-.uent conversion of tbe Jews. (See Parkes, p. .. 32). 

See also Trachtenberg. thap. VUl: •1Jto~t aru:J Image Oesec.raUon". pp. 109· 
23. 





And a11e they seye how the prest dothe yt bynd, 
And be the myght of hy• word JMke yt flessh &. blode, 

And thus be a eonctyte thef wolde make vs b1ynd, -
And how that yt shuld be he that deyed upon the ~e.l 

His fellow J.w$ - Jazon, Jadzon, Mnsfat tnd Melchus M •ll swearing by 

uMaehcmete so JDYghty'', decl tne to be1 Jeve thts t•n•t of thrlstfan faith 

and dectde to put It to the test . So Jonatha, , as ~hal~ of the 

Jew$, approaches the Chrfstl&n merchant; and ln a bargatning scene 

reminiscent of the wrangt ing be~ Juda~ and the High Priests, 

Sir Artstortus eventually agrees to stea1 the wafer for ~sum of £100 . 
.,, ! ; 

Once :tn thetr clutches, the Jews tay the Eucharist upon the kitchen 
i-. 

tebte. rehearse the ortgfns of the Chrtsttan mass, end tben set about 

putting the sacrament to the proof: 

Jason: Yff that thys be he that on Caluery was mad red. 
Onto ~Y mynd• I •h•lla kenne yow a eonceyt good: 

Surely with ow.r daggars we she1te ses on thys bredde, 
And !O with elowtls we thatl kRow yf he haue eny blood. 

Jedson: Now, by Machomyth so myghty, that meuyth ln lflY mode! 
Thys yi ~•sterly mtnt, thys matter thus to -.ue; 

AAd with ower strokys we shalle fray h~ as he was on the rode. 
The he was on don with grett repreue. 

Masphat: Vea. t pray yo«, SMyte yo In the myddys of the eako, 
And so stt•1 t w. smyte th•ron woundys fyv•• 

We wy1te not spare to wyrkt yt wrake 
To prove In thys brede yf ther by eny lyfe.2 

The ~sslty of provtng llfe fn tha br.ad and the burden of gullt which 

any n1eh lnve$tigatlon must Jnevhably entall are conveniently tnnsferred 

to the Jewlth agents of tpperent Christl•n doubt• artd wlth c:rtes of ''Have 

et lt! Nave at It!., they re-enact the tr~ltlonal cructftxlon •eene with 

the macabre g~•squerte of the Mystery Cycles . In the ingenutty of 

torture to which the now bleedlng wafer is subjected the bl•sphemy of the 

eerlior draMa ts, If possible, overgone. For not ••ttsfled wlth the 

outpourtng of blood, the Jews eal1 for a cauldron of botllng ott in whtch 

to seethe the saeram•t • ~d then the mood of rfb41-td yet horr1 fie farce 

sots tn. Jonethas, unable to c•st the Host off his hand, runs beserk 

and the other are ob 11 ged to strap h ir.t to a post end hlltlm8r fta t la tl\-rough 

111The Play of the Saeranent", lines 119 ... 24~ Specdnaens of the Pre­
S,hakespearean. Or.-, ed. J M. Manly (Boston : Gfnn and to .• 1891), 
Vol. I. 

2•4fhe Play of the Secr...,t", 1 Jnes 369-80. 
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image of the Jew, this economic symbol derives essentially from the 

conditions of thirteenth century English society. from the gradual 

development of commercial relations ln :he Western world and the 

conveniently insee\lre status of the Jew ln the Chri·,:-ian cC~Rooity. 

Valued prteftrtly for hi ~ flnanctal utiflty. the JewweJ for~ed by a 

cambfnat ion of drtUM$tam . ...-s to en~ tn e usurfous -activtty 
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of the usur•r served to aeb bfM the vh:tfm rather then tn<l prof it..,­

of tbls n•cets&ry eunarnt~ system. Hftot iM Jctws u Ut4tY were made 

aplteH•~u wrft•s Pr,ol•ssor HoMlltz tn hfs entJ ... thuis to S.C.bart•s 

work. *'but c..aptt•Hsm ~Jade the J8111S ~.at tf)O:y .are.ut And the medfevol 

orlgtf\s of the eCOOQalc huge of the Jw seent., tn~. to subst~Hate 

tht& vtew~ 

Wil H• the Conqueror w.~~s probably the first bgllsh 110nardt 

to encourage Jewfsh t•Jg,.aUon from tJoM continent. For •t • tt• tiiiMn 

capital was fn unprecmfented dcmmd Jewish gold c,onvenf.nt ly provtde4 

the king wlth the 'liMnS of weldt"g t.he ~ountry Jnto ·• orgtnlc $tote. 

enal>l_. the barons to P•Y their .tees~ wd the Roya! Treas.urer to .. .~~t 

hls C"Off•Mo by oppr0$t.lve Jcwtsh taut ton. Originally the Jews h•d 

.,t•t'Od EnglM"<! •s merchantmea; but there W.f the t,ontt~nt danser of 

thetr cerc.,tlle role dashhtg wrt.h the interests of the tnrtstien 

morc:bants. A.grfcutture. moreover. prCWYtdad an cnsuitable a\tern.nlve, 

Inevitably rutn th•~ 4nd If they attempted to •s-se tn any f-orm of 

skllled tr•de. the poNetful Gutldt were qvtck to restst tho Intrusion 

of ""des i reb I e fore J 91'1 ~t l tlon. So it w.s that • by ob H g i nq th t-s 

caap•r•ttvely maall c~lty to P•Y • dlsproportlon•l bwlk of tl\e .... 

nation's taxes, th• ~chequer virt~ify for.c•d the Jews lflto GIOftey­

fendlng ktlvltt.s. eJ~piolttng the~~ at • indirect method of taxing 

sodety.. As • rae• of ch~rter4Hf usurers. l\a.Mv•r, the Jewt c!erlv~ 

, ... t• i11 '*'ef Its f r011 tho Crown; for uncter tbe f~CS. 1 'ews • Roy-a t 

protea:t:ion w.s aut.atlc:ally extem:t.d to all rightlest •liens so that 

the Jews beer•••, in •ffec.t, the persOftai property of the Klttg. 

1ttoJelltz:1s lntrockaetJon to S011tt.rt's The :es and Modem tapftallsa. 
pp. 16-17. 



hJs ewn economic scapegoat. the channel through which he could t•p the 

resources of his coun 1 r y. And as the Roya I demands gr ew more exor bl tat, 

so the Jews wore obllged to Increase the rate of Interest on .heir 

.oans, fncurrlnJ the Inevitable hatred of tnelr debtors. Thus began 

the ser~tantic b1ur; for tfle wor d "Jew'' - whleh fn the noman world hild 

denoted e pert(N') of th• Jewhh fitlth.., and ...t\ictt s-uggested fl particular 

t~pe of Mrebent to •teventh (entwry £urope ... now bec.tt=~e inaxtri(:oly 

lftvolvod wtth t~ cr ..... ,. pretc:tke of usury. 'Hth.h• A cetu.ry H.Jetl• 

end u\J$Ufer'' kc--. •lraost SYftC)n~J tanK of """"· I 

tonthwel ly In debt •• chrontcal !y tmpe,\.\nlous. the sovereigns 

of the thirteenth cent.ury lncreMe.d th• pres•~• on tM Jews untH the 

profits of uaury const.lt\lt•d no41rly • thtrd of th• total r-.ceh:•cl from 

• tlngl• ttWC. The presenc• of Jt!'M$. tDOreover, .~ to gtve the- ru1 hts; 

rJOrtal"dl • sense of securfty .. p.~rtlcuh•rty tn tho potential .-er'9PCy 

of having to raho a -spe<.:Jel taHoge ln U~:es of cn,..t; nor •• it 

unutuai fot" the prtneu and NFOn$ to- hne on enUt• «tloa,y of Jtwish 

r.tturers at their dhpo$al. Chaucer•, 'riorU$ 1 S Tate - on.• of the 

earHest Htarary st.tggestlon$ of tlrts fof'lft of economh ecp1oitatlon ... 

-.ls whtt just sed\ e colony; •d although the s•ttlitf ts adroitly 

shtftad to another continent, the sitU4tion dcs<:rtbed Is pe¢ullarty 

£nglfsll: 

Ther was tn Asye, t~ • greet ~stoe. 
~se• Crhtcne folk. • Jeweryo. 
Sustened by a lord of that .t".-Ontre4 
Fof' fouta usure and lU<:ra of vJ leynye .. 
H ·eful to Crist ~d to hii tompatgnyo.2 

The utntenanca of a spechat MOney-l~ing ghetto eYldently 'Jet\1104 

medlev•l tjOc:iety as • convenhmt ~~ of c:lrcURvcntln!) tho t'*>logt¢el 

restrfctiorts tr11p0r.ed ~ any effe<;tf\le form of t:redft-systs. E~lc 

dGve1opcaent had •Jw-1ys been ~dent upon the pemissl~ authority cf 

tho Church; but Insofar as borrowing at lnt•rest was ccncerned. thts 

permission was. c..onsht~tly wfthetd. Al t for'IIS of eC~M~ttrde1 profit were 

iror a detaJled discu5sion of the historical b~kground to ~ievel 
._,hb G10neylendtn9. sa Jl.JI'Mt Parke$ 1 S J~ tn the lledl~•• COIIInUnlt;t 
~ A.M. tty_.•, Htstorx of the Jews tii £i.jianC1 (l.ohGon: "-dluM, 
1918) . 

lul'be Prloress•s Tete._•• l fnes lt88...ltt2, p. 161. 
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condemned~ Ipso fact~, as ulucre of vi leynyeu end hateful to Christ; and 

not only was Tt lmpracticab1e~ but virtually impossible fore Chrlstfan 

to engage In finenciat activftfes which enabled him to goln at another's 

expense. For no nran c:ould profess Chrlst fen fty end yet engage tn °foule 

be S()Ught whoroby 5ocfety fOufa adhere to l H r•Hgtous cortovfct tons while 

•t t SMO tf profiting fro.~ the r~ht deve!~t of tre<te. An 

alter ego was needed to sup.pl....,t taL d l h.:ieney in the tlfllrld of medieval 

erccnomles; and the Christian ff-n~ncior JMn-egod to achieve this end wlthout 

offen4tng tM Chutch by l.yh'9 his stn \I$'Qft t~ shoul•r• of tho Jew, It 

For usury was tr~ltloru:slly regat'dccf as Ckad's ct.1tse upon th• .kJwt - a 

c.urse fnflt~ted, like a ho:st of otta.rs • ., punt~t for the unforgival>le 

Jewish crf• of def«;Jdo, for the Jew&• compl hd t y tn the cruc:ifixlcm of 

thrJst. And this popular kllef fln4s axplfctt uttererK• ln l.ianglend~ 

u the •• tegorh:•l fi,guro of Faith turn wr-ctbfuHy on the ,._ and speaks 

htst theM: 

l'Mnna gan Faidt fel 1~ • the f• is tt.a~Ms tfbpbe., 
tall*' " ~ytytJU • «.cursed for euere,. 
rot thls foule vyt•ynye. •venlaunce to )Ou elle! . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
for be tbts tdor~•o ycto ·his doth ~ avenged~ 
And 3•. lorde.ynes, ta~ ylo&t • for Lyf b&l haue tb6 lllaistryo. 
And lawre fraundtJse, that fre wu · fall• h In thraldcJRc. 
And !e. eherlctS, ~ 3<;1wre children • chiew shel )e neure. 
h haue lordship ht lcnde • n no londe tylye., 
lvt at bareyn• be • .md v!lurye. ~~en, 
Wh J ch is ! yf that owre lorder • ; A at l 1 awn uurnth. • 1 

Tbis b. of (:Ourse. • perfe~tly accurate luge of the status end rote of 

the Jew tn tbe !ngl fal\ CG~~mmlty of the thlrteeoth amtury • a nat ton 

wlt""t rigbts. t.b serfs of the khtg ~mod tJjs traasury,., a people wft.hovt 

htncf of their cwn. "-nied the <M'lenhip &f prOperty and forcM to pr•ctlte 

usury iA .orar to survlve. 11M responsibility for this rKo of "''urers. 

fnt~ Faith tt.trned flere•ly Oft th4t Jews at"td curs.t t"-r ••ytRg ''May 
Sod's \lenge~~~nU f•ll on tho lot of you, coward$ that you ••~ Fu 
th l ~ v f teness you, .n. t 1 be ~~ecuned for Mter . • • • And a~s won " 
this darkness Is ovor:t ltf htiiSelf shal l c~CJ~r, ud you. oy lords, 
wll1 heva to~t ;our battle. Tt.n an tha ltberttes that Go4 hu glva 
VOl' snail tum to sl.wery; you sbafl be~ serfs, ancl all your chtldr-. 
"Uh you; ..,_.,. .-geltt shall ,.av prosper, ttner have lMC.f or daafnlc:.n or 
p1ou.gh tho .on agaia. ltlt you shall haad bar.rcm Hves~ &ftd uka your 
..-.y tty usury. • ftv.l tt.ooct c.oruf.-ed by Sod ln al t h t s. eaaan .. lftts . Uf•' 
Plert p1~ (e1ru 1}86) • ed. Skut (Oxford: o.v., .• 1961) • 1, 51£; 
UMJ. tJ.:§Ji• 101-107. (All lines raf•rneu dertve fran 1 .. Passus Qltt 
In the stcaat •ditlon). Traru;l•tlon by J.f. Goodrlcl~ ('ensuln tl&ulcs • 
• ,, • p 258. 



so 
however, is attributed neither to economic necessity nor to ,he de! lber~te 

exploitat.lon of the Jews by the feuda l nobility. God 1 s vengeance* It 

seeMS, was suffl~lent jus t ification for the pl1ght of medieva : Jewry and 

sufficient authovfty for the advantage taken of the us~rer by the Christian 

conDUnity. 

lut the permissive attftvcfo t<lt'~ards Jcwts.h usury t 01.Hd be 

ratlon~tliz4Jd also by a specfous interpre tation of ttt. S(;tlptural s~~~ 

of ~le taOt"•t ity; and the doctriM1 .,..sa .nta. forbade tho t4klng of 

tntcrost by thrlJtJa.ns w.re found ~o•wenicnt ly inappli£able to the Jews . 

Tho cut~Jt•ttve passage In the Qo5~ls ~Oeadcalntng u•ury Js to ~ found 

in Luke: 

And If ye lend to t,._ of ~ ye hope to rec•1ve. wb&t thank have 
y.t for slnner. •Jao lend to slnn•rs~ to rO(:eJve .. tiUcft cas•'"· 
lut love yo your eM~Aies. ~ do good,. Md tan~, hoptng for nc>thing 
.,aht, l 

tut .s th• Jew n•l thar ~ted U. cttr i.s.t lGn s.c}Kwe of eth f cs nor ~ 

wlthtn the JurisdTc;ttOR of the Ctwrd't, thae tnjun.ctiont war• ftOt consldored 

~lndfng upon him. Jewish lw, moreover. ~pured to favour the t•king of 

htter$$t, ami tn. Old Test-.nt ,usage llftfch yielded to the groatat 

tntupreUve f telllbillty tt tbat fr hutel'OnCJQy-

Unto a stranger thou tuy5t lend ~ uury: but unto thy brother 
thou sh•l t f10t land 1.1pon QC.,ry ..2 

a flU'* freql.:Cnt ly uti 1 t.aed by the Ch\lrcb in het' ~ondcrrult ion of Jew! &h 

uswr·y. For to tho mediOYAl theofogtaJ tbls tCI)t.t lnpl fed 4 Hcen~ 

peralttfng t-he Jews to t._ Jnuu·es t fr<n the Gentile-s~ wbi '• the Chrtstltns 

were penaitted t~ t.ake lntero~t ftOct no one ... for •r• not at f rMm brothan 

In thrht? 

5ubjkted In this .ay to tho c.trc.cmstanu.a of England1 s CK.onac:tlc. 

dcve !OpQent. courted by soel•tv to fuf'ther the encf1 of ttartstlert ccmcNtree 

ami <:vn d by socJety tc 1uatlsfy tba scruples of Christian c:onsclence. 

1wke:6: 34-3S. Jt Is UNmge, u Pe~ points out (p. 276). that 
the taedfev•l Church should -.vo ovof"~ootc.ed tbrlst•s Jorabl• of the 
T.atanu In hs c::oru.tcler•tlon of «<nnMlc mraHty - a .,.rtsble wh.ldt 
_.. to -suggest as c t..,. a fumt-.ulh.tfc ·~t for the taktag 
of In tera t u ay. Seo Mat (l*i'lS: 26· 2 7. 

2eeut. 23:20 . The Hebrw word !I ~~r ~ . as I hav• suggested ( p.'-6, fA .. ft.) 
ctoes not ft "uhryt•, at though it tnay eareless l y a.. fnterpretecl as 
such. 
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the tuge of t"- Jewish usurer acqviracf • c;ert•l~ inevitable _.,iguhy .. 

•n ..-i.gwity which p•rslstect iato the Renals~. flndlag tts .epft011e 

i a t"- f i gu.re of $by 1 o". It \ds • c.c:.pos tte l~Age created p.a rt 1 y out 

of the need for Jewhh •ten<:Y .ang the ftObfl lty, part ;y by the 

theological ~ation of us.vry, ed largely by poJ>.ul..- pr•Ju4ice 

~lnst the cS.tated MOMy-hmcfer ~was •lso tbe s~.ayer of Christ. 

recopiz.Ing the utl t ity value of an econcaic. s~goat •ncl ~others 

de<:rying tts crlmirntltty ... cl..,-ty pTOVed impracticable tewat'Cis the end 

of the th l rteenth cent~ry. It w.s them th•t an iuge of tho Jew was 

selected to tb• .xelusion of •·l othen .. not th.at of the engiM ·of 

f fn.attce. but 8ft lN.SJe of the usvr lous at f -chr l s t ~Ole e<!OI\Cal c aoralt ty 

Ids Uf\dtJf'lllllnJftg the~~. s.trw:ture of Engllsb sO<:.iety. n. ecclesiastrul 

con~atlOft of vswry was turned veh...,.tly upon its pt'aetltioaa.s; Met 

it IH$ forgot tel't. for ttl• Wh He. ..._,... tho u !t i-..te res pons Ibn hy for 

the Jews' actlvlt-ia .c:tuaHy resided. 

Need 1~s to say. th •'*~ ~ s loa of the Jews in 1290 co· htd dect 

wtth • sharp •eune tft thelr ~Jc v•tue. Overtuatlon bad renct.red 

t.._ vJrtue1ty •ffete. Md •tOrtlOft•ry IIINStlret wr• la.pl...-t" ewn 

UI'Kier sever• torture. I Tal1ages on the saall Jewish ~ 1 y were 

dowlrlecl o<t ,.-dotabl..a% until tfile Jewt w.-. drfwrt to the ext.-..Jty of 

Mt1ng Into theSr eapl t el an4 dtsposfng of thefr boftds Oft fude<f p~1"ty, 

1tt b recot'dri how Kl"f Jolm~ tn t2lO., form a. Jw to part wlth 
10,000 •rtts lrf order lag • tooth to be ~r.wn MCh clay at f 1 he 
relented: " •ly the &p.ac.a af MYee dales togither he stood seedfast. 
loosing ewerte of eltv .. '- da les • tooth, but Ott t'- eight d~. when 
lM shovld CGM to tMIM the •ight tooth •nd tiM Jut (for he Nd but 
efght Itt all) ctrawne out. he paht the.,.,. to save that on•, who 
wl tb 110re wlse4c.we and lessa paiH •lgbt have cleona so before~ ancS 
..._,. sft-.d Ids seav• t•th. wbfc.h he lost whh stte" torMnts. for 
these halel le toothctr .. rs -used no gr"t -cunnln9 hs pl4Kllng theM 
foortb (as uy k ('.OftlectyretJ) .n• s .. fto'SenNr'9. A',pencllx Ill, p. 31S. 

2 .. twnn tl$8 a.4 1290 th• Jws were subjected to t•H~ -.ounttftg 
to no less tlwlft 300.000 Mrks (a~t £200,000). axelwHnt ffnes and 
1avl•s. ke the ..,..,. CG~Pfled by J. Jac:o~. "-Ish Ideals •4 
other assax;s, pp. 180-33. 
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whldl ttM feudet lords were only too eager to t.ake up. As the baronfaJ 

pol t.cy of 1end-grebbi-.g ~t lnued,. lt --.. htcrMsin9ly evldent t.hat 

the baiMce of Rop1 ,_..,. was beint ta'\darahted; •d statutory •uures 

we,. l.-41ate1y t•• to .PI"fteftt tf\e contrattiOft of loans on the 

tK'Utity of f_.d property.l As tt.. , .... , nobt t ity eoulct offer no 

ott.r forM of tewrtty, hcwever, tt• Jews fouftd th-..1ves aH lmt 

depri~ed of • econ0111fc fW~Ct iOft of prt• t"J))rt•ce. ""-' Edwer4 I 

ascan4ed the tht'OM it bK-. quite apparettt that Jew1th fUI'His were no 

longer of •v slgnlflc•ce fft ttte econcay of Etttl•d, Mid further 

restrict tve legisl•tloaf ...S. the Jews who tty ht~apule of perfontiftg 

thelr original s.rvtc.s to the CtGMJ. A probl• hM bftn created wh lch 

the king w.s JNJWWias fo solve - except by tl1e quldc and effect lvo 

..asur• of pPvlslon; aft4 e1though tbe praulgatioa of exile wa 

r•tfoult%eal on purely ntlgfous grotlftcts3, lt was evident thar. re1igf• 

MJs being UM4 to IIUk an .Oarr•s.sing pcf tnso1ub1e ~lc predlc•n.t. 

1n 1290 .._,t 16,000 Jews weTe forced to 1.-ve Eftgl-.cl under pain of 

deeth; M4 the profe~s fan of .usury was left open to tlte less sc:Tupulous 

of nat lve Christ i•s us iste4 by sa.e ll)ftey-141ndhtg battker• froa Italy. 

1tte borrowing of 110M)' at htteres1 hacl otwioutly to contl"w tn 

• .tevetoplftt c;.-.rc:lal w.r14, .and ift~iow-t ••• of -clrtloiiV~ntlng the 

ac::clesiutlca1 iftjunct lOll$ as-tnst •vry were soon .tavtsed. ~ But every 

Europun country Mbtdt had .xpe11ecl itll ..., SOCM c-. to regret Jts 

aettonJ; for e~red to the Ch-risti• usuntr, th .,_ appeared ittfllttt•Jy 

.ore tolerable. Md tiM •cHeval poets. for~tth~g their fo..-r praJudic••· 

w.axa4 sentltNntal for the ab5eht Jewtsh money- leAder e.cl his rM.son.abte 

1n.e Provisicns of Jewry (1269) also ¢aQllled •It exist fng obll gat ions . 
I 

~t•tt.!t• de Ju4aiSfiO (1275) COMPletely fo~ tb• lendlllg of IIOftey 
at fnte.rn t . 

3The prc.utgat l• Tead: "fto the honou-r of t he truclf reet. we have 
caused tM Jews to go forth from our ,...1•."' See Marcus Arkin. 
''When the Jewish loose Stopped Laying Ctolden Eggs." p. 17. 

~ee Parkes • p. 329. 
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rat• of Jntwest .. 1 Even the fiet'IISM\J w.,.. tom betwee~~ the detestation 

of the Jew and the felm•s ·Of hfs dea11ags in the f..:. of thrhtla 

oppress ton: 

kJ" HdUch •r der Judea gesvoch _LWrote S.Mttlan lreV.2 
tie Krlsten•Juden &le vertri~; 
Mit Judenapiess die selben ran"'"' .. 
Uftd schwigbt d..-z:uo •11 redlt •d gsatz. 

And ta. iuge of ttHa •-ttlristea•Jc.rden'~ - that new species of usurious 

corrupt ion of the Christ fM financier: 

••• after the exJ>\Ihfon of th Jews Grote • Monun d\ronlc.te.rl 
they CO\IId Mt find aftY .,..y. except by borrowtng it through 
agents fr• certain Christians, ~th c:leric.s and 1ayeen. who lent 
at sildl an ettOI'IIOUS rate of tnterat that 1 t was .,,. thn double 
what was dla.-pd ~Y the Jews,) 

The lt~~sist.-.nt c:_,lalnts agahlSt t.helr extort ions when the Jew5 were 

present. -..d tM ettchaattaeftt whtd\ the: di-stance of thatt banishnlent. lent 

t~. ~~erety servet to -smasJse tM cor.fuslcm of Mediev•l Chrhti~W~lty's 

ettltucfe. tcwarcfs the Jewish usurer. And • shat.fer state of •lncf se-.d 

to prevelJ fn EJI%abet~an England- an -se faoe4 wlt~ an at•r•ing crisis 

in ~t~ .orality, one in which the iNge of the J.w assUM4 a 

sfgniflnmce end pertinence indlteemft.le Jr. -.y other period of English 

t t terature. 

What the sixtee~ttb cefttury hod lnherited ,,... the Mid41e Ages 

wu, ..oftg other things, its Cocl-centred $-COM*I¢ worhf"'View .. that fu.e 

of alndwhldl reQ)gl'ttzed ttt.h&ltnb1est of secular acthdties as paTt of a 

div;ne purpose. whtd\ regarded any fom of ~rclal profit u a rtat 

sin tent.aovnt to wartce, aJtd s.w the lendtng of money as •n exerl:iH in 

Christian Gharlty. one of t !fa's fund-..ntal duties. But tha need for 

l, .1 Car J\Jlfs furent debclnfteres 
Trop plus en felsant te:ls affaf res 
tue ne foretH or& ehrest len . . . 
MAls s l 1 i Juffs demoure 
Fussettt au re..,. de France 
Ch~estien tDOvlt grant alanc:e 
Eussent en . .,_ i 1s n•ont pas. u 1 

Quoted by Perkas. pp. 337-38. 

n•Fo.r Jews were excess ive ty geerous in 
Stkch Mt ters. 11t0re so tha oy 
thrfst I an ••• But if the Jews had 
stayed In f r anc:e, tn CArls t J MS 
would have profited greatly by tt, 
.ttich prof it they now lack.... The 
thron;cte of Geoff~ of Paris,--­
llnes 3lil-JI23; 3~-3165 . 

t 'ARe.lly toteNble wes what me .,_, bad .-sked; the Christ 1•-..Jews dme 
th• out. They prect I se the art of the J.w t-sh cut -throet , and a1 J 
justice and Ia~$ are silen.t over it.1

' ' lrMt, Ship !f Fools (1493); 
~uoted by Parkes, pp. 337-38. 

3quotel by Parkes. pp, 336~37. 
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credit tn an expanding c.~rctat worhl begu gruu.Jly to unde,.ine the 

theotogfc:al strttcture of MdJeva1 e~lcs; and the Church ~ to fear 

the practice of usury as a ~~enaein-g attMJ)t to trMslate the rei lg ious 

fr-.ork of raeclteval •t.aphys ics into a Jega1 syst• where econe~~ic: 

conduct would "~ .a aut~s CCMPar~nt of 1 ifet unllftenable to 

flOral erit•ria. It represented a weakenfng of Church authority, a 

refut.at ion of c:aon ,.,, • ,sertous i h roeat to lhe ordared th.oc-entrie 

way of 1 ife -and, u such, it was Intolerable. In auorAm:e with 

various ecl1esiastic.l enact~tents. the ~1• sin of usury was 

in the cC)RfessiOIUII. Usurers, in tum, werflf COUJled with sorcerers, . 

fomtcators..J brothel-.keepers, ..tulterers,. and roba)ersl; emJ Dante consigned 

th• to the Seventh t i rc: le of h t s I nfet'AO, 5COrched w l th c tnders and stung 

by $parks: 

So bite •d scratch throughout the s~r day 
The tortured dogs ftOW swlfUy ,..,.., now there, 
Whenever f:las and f l t n and varm in prey. 

l.vt ._ I c-. at each ia tum to staTe. 
Of all beneath that fiery torture I 
Knw not Ofte f~, but ...., thet each one bare. 

ftung fraa ftis n.c~, a purse •blazoned try 
Its ~~l•! colour an4 tts speei•l crest 
Whef'eGA I ts G~J~ner seemed to f us t h f s eye. 2 

It was ttOt on 1 y • ellbryon f c oconca t c cr i sls. however • wh 1 eh t?le 

Middle Ages h.ct bestowed upon the £llz..ahethans. For the satlrical-soclal 

PQ4tts of tho fourteMth and fifteenth centuri~s had also evolved a Hrles 

of i•gos and synsl)ols tbrowgh wh ich this cris I$ could be i llu.st r•ted and 

an.atOMlzed: the f•l H•r allegorical p.anopty of Avaric:.e.. Cov•tousness 

.-.d U$ury - those disellbodled •dtevll v ices whicb gr-'ualfy e-. to 

au \IN bt:JUn shope dur tng tha Ren•iss•nce, eventually appearing en-stage 

in the person of the usurious Jew. 1be gradual evolution of the usurer 

fro. an abst'l'act entity in a catalogue of vices. through the Seven Deadly 

lv1cte -.H. Tamey's iotrocf\:K.tlon to ~s WI Json, A Discourse ~ 
Una y 0572), (Loftdon: G. lall ...t Softs. Ltd." 152S). pp. ic6 ~ 

arke$, Chapter VIti: ''The -.edieval Theory of Usuryu, pp. 27S-306. 

2oante A1ighierl, T~• Inferno (c lr~ 1300). (London: O.U.P •• 1961). 
t r. tty Varwlc.k thlpun. C.-to Jt¥11. liMS -., ... S7. 
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Sfns of the Mor•lfty tra4lt!on, to his lnevltabte assoeiet ion tn the 

lledleval lllirt.d wtth tl\a t r•dit lCMl Jewlsh lJUge, seen to ttave tts 

inception fn the ~try of Gower enct langhm4 writing fn the dosing 

deea.des of the 1300s. I 

Th6 C.ftislo AMas~ttis (1386·1~) seems particul•rYy sensible 

of the econaalc re~tutfcn whlel\ the prac:tJce of usury had effected ln 

1'he &.est tc: life of the Middle .1\ges, the havoc wrought merely by the 

t•klng of a bean liilhere a P•• bed once .been tent; •nd the c10M atsoclatlcm. 

between Usury attd the sin of Avar t «~ l s 4!JIIIPhas ised in Gower' • prK&$S loa 

of Yic:N: 

Upo. the beftd\. s t t tendo on hI h 
With Avarlce Usure 1 slh, 
F~Jl clothed of h is oghne suite, 
Wbidt •fte.- gold taaktn '-· ... ~:.~ •d suit• 
With his b~cours*, that renn• aboute 
L lch w.to raccbas* h1 • rout.e. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Usure wlth the rick d•ll•th, 
To a J that were M bet th and se11eth 
Ha bath Of'•i...t of hts sleyhte. 
Mesure doubt• ~ double weyhte: 
Outward he sa lleth M the 1 .use. 
lwtd w t th the IIOnt he makth b is t asse. 
WhentOf hls bous Is f\IIJ withlnne.2 

*brokers 
*hotm4s 

Ewn wher• Usury was not "ecessarlly the offsprin-g of Avarice. it was 

fftv&ria:bJy her profess ion - as Ch41K:•r• s Covettise tn the lOIUUftt of the 

Rose sutges.ts: -
And that Is the that for u-sure 
Leneth to Nany ~ creature 
The taMe for tlM _.,. wyMyng. 
So COVe i tous 1 s her brennyng . 3 

lut the specific fcientification of t he sin of Avarice wtth ihe concept of 

usury .,d its profess ion ~y the Jews , occurs in Piers Plowman ~ere Avarle.. 

is htab1ecl t.fore bpentance and tnterrog&ted by heT: 

tlVsedestow euere vst.trie,u quod ~epentMm~ • 11.in a lfe thF Jyf-tyme?« ·•av. s•thly/' he seycle • ''lauct ht way 30uthe. 
I lemed amonge Lumhardes • and lewes a lessoun, 

1A.a. Stonex, "The Usurer ln. Ellz-.than &r ... ", P, Jit. L.A,. XXXl (19l6), 
SUfiUU • 'lf•lnt a4 uacett•Jii' lifte of •seent fr• the Md level Avwi t la 
to t he E1l&abethan usurer• hut the affinttTes are Inherent ln t1Dre than 
the .,.. outward appetralce or the pbys i cal .,crlpt Ions of these ty,.s 
as Stonex suggests. 

2cow.r. HKau 1 ay edIt ion, II • £6-7. 

lcnaucer,. ttob i nson ecr l t ton. p . S67. The as so..: rat l on bet-.en Av•r t ce 4llftd 
vsvry t.-s to "'s tst '" £1lzaMtblll J Jtereture .. as, for ln:$t~e .. Jn 
Spens•r's pageant ~n ewsn•s House of Pride. The F•ri• ~ .. t. tv. 
21. 



To way J*'S wf th .a peys • and pare the beyyest r 

Aftd len• J t for 1-. of the crosM • to Jegge a .,.._ _. l-. f t • 
Such .._., I cUd wryte • 3ff he his day breke. 
I haue mo uneres thorw rer.-gas • than tborw !iJertt'!r !$ seod!t.ul 

Avarice•s bttt•rly satirtc•l reject ion, in the flnal line, of those 

Christl~ crtterta of e~ic morality 

anct dtarltabl• lendtng - ind tc:ates the t ransvalu.t Jon of es.tablished val~s 

_..lch threa tened the Middle Ages. epd wss fully ace.caplhbed by the •f4dte 

of t~ sixteenth century. Ironically aRd mistakenly the J4MIS are hetd 

respons ~llle for lnstrucHng one of the Deadly Sins in the f lner polats of 

its avaricIous profess Jon - f<W although "coln-cllpping" lCa$ one of the 

most frequent attd s.er lous charges leve11ed against srsodievat Jttwry. the 

extortionary measures de-scribed by LeAghmd were es.sentially those of the 

£~g1 tstt monoy ... lenders, whoso uScury differed radiuUy fraa that of tbe 

Jews .2 

But f·he collocat le>n of ec:.anC~Aic -c:.ornJpt ion ~ Jewish ac:tiv I ty had 

beeR too firmly lngre ined for aJty logi~l analysis of the cor.mect ion between 

the ~ontemporary dil41111N and the atleged ,..sporrstbi1 ity of the Jews . A 

symbol of Greed and Exploital ion 'lad beon •stnll$hed; and as the econQafc 

pressures tncrease.fl. so t his haage bec.eme 110re pr•cka fnantly $aaft ~~ - u 

image whidt the ll ~zabeth.-.s s ... to heve redis.covered in tbe medieval 

poets, -.beU isked with their own descriptive details, and util iz~ as "" 

*'obJ~V-t •~• cor.r•la tive" for the rts tng aicldle-cl.ua finaft-cier. The image 

of Covetousmsss in Piers PJcwaan. for example. mlsht haw served as th.e 

prototype for a whole tribe of shtteertth century usurers: 

And thanne cs Coueyt l se • can 1 h}'lt M\t3 te det-cryue 
So huagrtllcbe .and ho!we • sire Heruy h~ Iobei. 

" ''•'Nave you ever in your Hfe practised usury?11 "fllo. c.ertalnly ftOt. 
except h' ey young days . l d td pick up a th iftg or two then,. f adM tt, 
chiefly frGnt Jews end Lambards . They $bowed • bow to weigh coln$ with 
a balanee, c.ltp the heav ier ones, ~ then lend th• out , aU f-er love 
of the cf"'5s - the one on the Nck of the gold pJeees! The borrower 
would g Jve .., a pledge he was almost certain to lose, and that was 
worth MOre toM th• the clipped coins. An-d you shOllld have seen the 
agr.-ents I us4td to drw up in case my dutor' dtdn• t p.ay on the nail. 
ttve •cqui red far mor pr .. rt les through ar,..n of debt, than I ever 
could have got. by ' showing kindne5s aftd lendiftg ~ u "

1

1Ang1Md. Skeat 
edh ion. p~ JSO. 8 Text, Passus v. tines 240-46. Trfmslated by 
Goodrl4ge {Peniuin Clas$ics). p. 106. 

2The main difference wu that t-he Jew lent on interest whfdt accr ued frOIIt 
the d.ay of Ia.,. llllltl le the "Christian, to circwavent the ecctestastica1 
restrictions o h U$Ury, .-ployed e "pledge" syst•: he allowed • certatn 
pe-riod of ti• to e1apse tt~ithht •idt repayment mJght be Made wlthovt My 
charge; but • pledge "'• forfaJ t_. if repa,_,.t wa$ not _. QQ. the day 
speclfl ... The ~re41tor tnv•rJ•hly sttpul•.._, a tl•-perlod within ..,_lch 
repa)'lllltftt could not posst&ly be Nde. (S• Parka. p. 329). Thh was 
p~bJy the fona of u5ury ~racti$0d by the ~rds. 



He was bIte 1 browed • and baber 11 pped a 1 so, 
With two blared eyghen • '' a btynde hagge; 
And as a letberen purs • lolled his chekes. 
Wel sydder than his c~y1,1 ·· thai chlueled for elde• 
And as a bondMen of his bacoun • hfs berde was bfdraueled. 
With an hode on his ned • a Joust hat te aboue, 
And In a tauny tabarde • of bWelue wynter age, 
AI totorne and baudy • and ful of lys crepynge.l 
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The tawney hood was. of course, the statutory colour which the Jews were 

obliged to wear as a ~ns of identification, and whfch later bee~ the 

traditional gaMment of the money~lender ~a conventton whfch seems to 

have survived In the 1500!, If only 1n lacon's rejection of the notion 

that .. Usurers should have Orange~tawney Bonnets, because they do ludalze. 112 

And for comparison and contrast with Landland's allegorical vice, here 

fs Th~s Nathe's rumbustious descrlptfon of the Covetous Man's 

Renafssence equivalent: 

At length (as Fortune serued) I IJghted vpon an old, stradltng 
Vsurer, clad in a dameske eassoeke, edged with Fox fur, • palre 
of trunke slops, sagging down,llke a Shoemakers wallet, and • 
shorte thrtd-bare gown on hlt ~c~. fae•t wtth moatheeten budge; 
vpon his head he wore a filthy, course blggtn, and next it a 
garnish of nifhteaps, which a sage buttenMc:ap. of the fonne of • 
cow~sheard, ouer spread very orderly: a fat chuffe Jt was, I 
remeMber, wfth a gray beard cut short to the stumps, as though 
Jt were grlmde, and a huge WOOMme-eaten nose~ ltke a cluster of 
grapes hanging downe~ard$.3 

The descrlptlons are fundamentally similar. Both are etched with tho 

same rlblld accuracy of observation, the same gusty particularity. But 

Nashe's fJna1 hyperbolic detail Indicates one stage further In the 

evolutionary process of Avaritia: the usuter has now assumed the grotesque 

Semitic features of the tradltlona1 Elizabethan stage-Jew. 

They say we ar• a scattered nation L$ays the Jew of Ma1t!J: 
I etnnot tell, but we have scambled up 

l'"And then came Covetousness; no words can describe him~ he looked 
so hungry and hollow, such a crafty old codger! He had beetling 
brows and thick, puffy •tps, and his eyes were as bleary as a bllnd 
old hag' s • M I s baggy cheeks sagged down be 1 ow h is ch In·~ f lepp I ng 
about tlke a l .. ther wallet, and treMbling with old age. His beard 
was all bespattered with grea&et ltke a serf's with bacon fat. Me 
wor• a hood on his head with a lousy cap on top. and a dirty-brown 
smock at least a dozen years old. torn and f IJthy and crawling 
with lice .... Langland, Skut edttion, p. 146. Passus V. Lines 
l88ff. Translated Goodridge, p. lOS. 

2eacon, 110f Usurie", gsaeys, ed. A.S. Sw.et (C•brldge: U.P.,1899). 

3"Pterco Penileue, his SupplJcatton ro the Dluell," The Works of 
Thomas Nashe, ed. HcKerrow~J1son, I, 162:63. 
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More wealth by far than tho~ that brag of faith. 
There's Klrriah Jairl•. tha great Jew of i~, 
Obed Jn Bairseth. Nones in Portugal. 
"yself in ~Ita, SOMe Jn t ~a ly, 
Mafty i~ France, and wealthy ov•ry on~.t 

Mone of Barabas's scattered ~siness-associates seems to have established 

h imself Tn England, and for him to have included an EngliS-h Jew in his 

catalogue of merchants would probably have been an historical anachnoni~. 

For after the expulsion of the Jewish usurers and unt~l their re-admission 

dur ing Cromwe 11' s regime, the image o!' ~ he Jew , n Eng 1 ish 1 i tera t ure 

appears to ha~e been condi tioned by immemorial fonns of race-prejudice 

ra ther th•n by the observa1 ion or ac:\ual knowledge of contemporary Jews. 

There have been several speciously logical arguments, however, 

for the presence of Jews ln iliz~bethan England~ argument~ posited matnly 

by llterary his torians intent on rational lzi~q the pervasice portrayal 

of the U5urious Jewl5h v lllaitl in the dr•at ic l iterature of the age. But 

the controv•rsial question l~ more often begged than proven : 

The Jew figured In ttte Elizabethan p1~house at all stages ~f ~ he 
cfeveto,..nt of the Elizabethan dr_. Lwrote Sir S id"ey Lee..!. •d • 
it is only posstb1e to account for his presence by the ~ssumption 
th•t he figured to a pr~porti~ate extent in Ellzabeth.n society.2 

There w~s cert•inly e sMatl colony of Harrano ref~gees ln Sh.kespeare•s 

london,3 but th•y were thrlstlans by converston; ~d far fro. engaging 

in the practice of usury. they served the Q.ueen as an t nval.uab le source 

trade negotietfons whh her enellie.s. What is cert•in. however, fs that 

• • 

these Marr..o Jews pf"'vlde a total ly inadequate explanat lon for the sud4en 

_..rgem:.e of the Jew on, the Elizabetban stage Mi$ his rapJd rhe Ia 

popularity; nor do Sir Stctney•s asst~~tptrons K~oun r convhtcin-gly for the 

c.er..tury. H is tnc.oncel"¥abte tha\" tnere shoul d have beM any speeifle 

.. Jewish Problem" In El1zabethaA Engtend, and A.W. Ward fs IIIOA probaltly 

1Mar1owe, The Jew of ftalta~ l.i.,p.237. 

2sir Sidney L ... "Elizabethan EnglaAd and the Jews'*, .N.s.s. Transac:tlons 
t8e7-9Z, p. 166. This view ls supported by Luc ien Wolf, but opposed 
by Cardozo. 

3v !de C.J. Sisscw., uA CotGny of Jews ln Sbakespea.re•s London'\ Essays end 
Si.udies, XXIIt 0937), 38-51 . The term "Marr.tnofl rofers to the Jewish 
refugees from Spa in and ,ort.ugal who Hc.ame converted to Chr tst lei ty 
but often observed thelr Judai~ in secret. 



c:~reet in his appraise! of the c:-onti"'\'ersy: 

The popular feellng wh1ch prevatled in Entland against the Jews 
f:he wrl tesJ canAOt be s•t dawn a more thM the c:ontlrtUed 
undtinking and t.~ndts~rlalaat Jng acceptuc.e of a popular prejtJtflee 
of amc lent standlng.l 
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tut the attiti.lde of mind tow•rds the Jf!W SeeMS to heve been r•ther MOre 

~tex Md 1e~s uunth Inking" than Ward suggests. for 1 f there was JtO 

Jewl~h P~lem. there was certalnty a Chrlst fen oil..-. I~ the closing 

de~s of the century; .and both larebu and Sftyloek fUMt lon as 

par-tleu1arly dlst4Jrbtng indlcattons of a crisis tn c.ont.-porary econ•Ie 

morality ~ich the hna issance trled to ra! lonellze thrcugl\ the tmege of 

the Jw. It was durtng the tS70s that. thh t•tent crlais sucWen1y erupted 

in the heated Usury 81tl debate whT~ raged both fn and outsi4e P~rli ... nt; 

and 1he controversial tssues ralsed found dra.atiG expression in a spate 

of top leal t~surer plays, inwtd•ting the stage witt\ troops of moneylending 

tosfnes~n, a11 eXhibiting the tred1tional1y s~rtre t reits of the 

archety~at Jew. The two finest Jewish roles in the £1 izabethan. repertoire 

•~•loped frau thIs genre. 4ftd Marlowe and Shakespe.r• were ct...,.•y 

instr~ntal ln ensurlftg the 'ontlnuad ~d lntenslfied poput•rfty of the 

viJleJ~us and us~rious stage•Jew.Z 

Tbe ¢huging worlcl"?lctuf'e Jn -mic:h the tawney•bonfteted ust~rer _ 

pr aet i Mel A 1 s extort iORa was one wh i eh witnessed • decay of tfM arts toe r•t t' 

kt effete ~f.c dyMSty of the Middle Atesi Md the £tfzabeth•. tom 

Mtw.n the -.cllevel coacte.nation of usury at\4 the ~reial ~esstttes 

of his c:ont..-porary worlif, found bftiHif fn a crltlut posltion of chofce. 

Th• n..o for credit in a cteve1oping fiftMclal world had been ignored or 

ewer looked by the early econOMists. unt ll the opentftg of nw worlds and 

the swdd4m ~Bslon of EltznethM trU. made it virt ually iMpOSs lble to 

r_.in obllvtous to ttt. conflict between Chrhtlan charity and the credit 

requlriiMftts of bus lness dear htgs. Those whose ecOAC* 1 c: out look ,_. ined 

decidedly lleclieval t s-.. In ttte rise of ttenalssance enterpr~se not the 

1A.W. Ward. 11Sc.e Poll ! teal end Soc.lal Aspects of the Later Etizebethatt 
and £arl fer Stuart Perlocf." ~ t.brldp Htstor.y of Entlfsh Literature, 
ed. Ward eftd Waller (C~rtdge: t.U.P., t9SC}. v. 36&. 

2stonex list s the nUMerous usu~er plays with a short synopsis of their 
plot s Mtf font. 



crwtfttes of a yOUAg •d brt11lant ef~ilization. but the collapse of 

~re .orality .ncl the encJ of • f-..orJal tradltiOR; .ad men· of tha 

••old school,.,. llke nc..s Wi laon, ~hmg IMI•ant.ty to the stafd ec:on<ay 

of the MldcUe Ages, bitterly resisting the .cfyace of • n• order and 

l-.tift9 

that .tMn- ba'" altogetber forgotten free leftcUag., Md bave geveft 
the.seJves wholye to lyve by fowl• Qe'11'Jnt. Nkhtge the lone of .._ye 
• tdnde of •rdum4ise,. a thinge dlreettye egalnst an lawe, .,aJntt 
natwe, end agatut God. Anct wh•t shOutcl thl's ..-.. tftat . in 
steacle of d\arf tat.te deal h•g. Md the use of at•n (fer tending fs 
a splc.e therof) • t..rct.Hs of Jt•rte hath nowe gOtten 9lKe1 emt greedt• 
gayne ls c:Mefelye folowed, Md "orrtble extercion (4 ucaly us•d1 
I do ver•ty bel-.~ the •• of tbys wertc.fe is ny.p. at llertct..l 

The ertd of Or. Vilson's world was certainly ft.lgh at hand• for the close of t he 

century sa. th• cHsstpatlon of an -entire 1~., ••ttev:at ecGnOIIItc 

thouf~H -one lllhlch,. .a T-...y htdfQtes,2 had atttiiiPtN to treat flnMCia1 

•ffatrs u part of a hteranhy of values wtth r•l ftlon et ttt. apex.. Anct 

the 1ftser tssue, CMtred lft the Usury Si 1 J. was c:t .. rly SY~~Ptoraat lc; of 

the gtMter - tbe ct"•l ing of • lfttegrated theoc.•trle soclety to tts 

The new school of econc.lc philosophy. with Sir Francis hcon 

as tu dttmplon, wes wen aware thet ttte greater part of £ngl ~sh CCMarcl~t 

Ktivfty was pursued by young •r~~ borrowiftt at fntereat - • 

c:OMi.ratlOR which Mde us.,ry en l.mtlspeMit.le factor ia the r•td 

develos-nt of trade; ttso u." says heen, "If the Usur•r elther call ia 

or bepe backe hts McMev. there wl U ••• p...sently • 9f1l•t St.ecf ln Trecr..~•3 

This was the precticel attitude which eMrac.tertse4 t.,_ -.enc-.nt of 

econcDle l•mlng in tM t•te 16th century; and tM n. order contended th•t 

.aney-ten4h•t et controlled f'•tes of h'ter•t. fer fr01 '-tng a heloous 

sta .,atnst God aftd cne's fellow .... was Ia fKt a es._ttel el..aftt itt 

IIOdem •~•~ clhtrngs. lacon'• qualified condonation of usury derives. 

ft s.-s. froaa the antl .... dteva1 h11llhld\ 'lAS to chaf'actertze ttte ea:Jft~ 

llltoMs Wl1MA, •d. I.K. TaJMY~ p. 117. 

2rewRey•s rntroduct ion to A OltCOUQ! Up!!! Us1Ary ..... 106 ff. 

3•~f Usyrl~· (1591.t, tssaxs. ed. A.$. S...t, p. t2~. 
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fmttcates • initial 110v...,.t towards IM r•o1u.ttonary "nw philosophy' 

wltt\ its alter-' world-vlw. For. he utntaittad -

It Is • V ant t fe to eMce ive that tkre ~hi !Hi Grdtnary tor rowing 
without Profit; ud it ls itlp0$tfble toaMcetve the N....,_r of 
lnClCN\Wftiences that wiH .,.,.,., if Jorrowl~g M Cr..,.e. l 

The. essay Of Usurie .-ouftt.s .. in fact. to • careful s.c.itfttifle tne1ysis of 

the que.sti• le pur•ty ~ic:: te,..~ strlpped of the ''Wittle lftv•etlvu 

•-lnst Usurte••, and the t rt~Clh l01tal c~Kl-.t ions of tfte •tdctle Ages: 

uthat ft is a Pltie the .Dfti"ll sltoulo have Cod's pert, tMhfch ts the TJ 1hen; 

"that Usurers should h•v• trange-t.,.y lolmets beuuM ttt.y do tudaize••; 

"t.bat It is qalnst aetura for Moftey to JMtet tton.JLI; M4 so Clft. lut 

lacclft ...,.d wlth the ti..s •• unlike tr. wa ... wu able to aecapt the 

hard--hnrt.ad ten.Js~ tCWht with • sen-. of stotul IMVituftity Met 

wl thout the •dieva1 ist•s .-.gret: 

t say tl'tls onely.{"he r....-ks.J. tlwtt Usuty is • tonc:ess.• propter 
Dur.lt• Cotdls (a~~- ~y reu.ewt of 'Mrdrtass of hurt) ;t 
for slM.e the.,.. eu$t be lorrOlflng Mct Leftdtng, and*" are so 
h•rd of Heart as tHy wlJ1 not hlftd f,...ly, Usury savst be pentitted. 2 

ttfs ~lc wortd was evi*tly ~~- wlth Shylodd, not AntoniQs• 

hs JMSs deals were to k struck by unsent i-.ntal ..,.chants. not tty 

c.IMtrhabte pht tethropists; .rtd It .. ., IMa pra-.d ttuat hls New Atl•tfs 

( 1 6l1) would ~· bMn governed by this Pf'otress lve COMerc l 1 sp I r i t t 

r•thw t.., by M effete set of religious rules tnte11cMd to regulate the 

cele\4uet of e bas lca11y .,riaalt~r•l ca.aun i t y.l~ 
Those, then. _,.. the be eppcbtng sehoo1s of ~ic thought 

Which dekta4 so he•tedly ift tbe lfovse of CCII!JriDI15 Otl the amtrcwerslal 

Usury li 11 of 1571 - a li11 which served' to bring tl\e entire utter to a 

$U4der.t ftMd._ aut which result• h~ a n~lderatlon of Jewisb: eCOftOittc 

..,.allty. Indeed, -.of m. l.uf~ argt~Mttts in the .._te for the 1.-gal 

jqtJficati• of htterMt was the scriptur•l text tn "'ich .God apparently 

l'tef Usurie",.(fS,7), Essm, ad. A. S. Sweet , p. 124 . 

zu~•ct., pp. tZ2-23. -
lt:er a cHscuss ton of !!'!! .., AttMtls ettd the role of the Jew tn 
~acon•s Utopian c:~ tty. s .. (tuap. VI. p. 149. 



condoned Jewish usury aaang the Gent i las: t 

God did not so hate it .,Liiah.ttaifted • cert•l'n Jlr. HofiW(], that 
t.e dld .utt•rly forbid it, but to the J~ aM~nglt th•selves 
only, for that M wi Ued they thould 1end as lre.thnm together; 
for unto aU o thers they.,... at htrge: •d therefore to tltls 
day they are tt. iJrPtes t Us\lf'ers ht the Wor let. lut be J t , as 
lncfeed It Is, i\fit, •d that IIMm are -.m. no S..tnts, to do all 
these things perfeetty, uprightly Md lrotherly; y•t ex 4uobus 
M1 ls alnus Mh• el,isect•; and l>etter may It be bam to 
petfllt a litt1•, di• utterly to t . .t<.e way aml prohfbtt T-raffick, 
wi'ti4;h urdly uy be .. tnta-inod toMtatly without tht•.2 

Th i • ar~t wu supported tty ott..r • •Mrs , Md s l• i h•r •tteii!Ptl waf'e 

... to ratJana11ze ~t..,.r•ry c~rcfaJ Kthlity auordlng to the 

~lc tenet-. of the Old Test...,.t.3 8ut Dr. lrltbon, the parti.-nt_,.y 

...,resontativ• of tbe COAtervatl~ faction, opposed the eotron vigorows1y: 

H• shewed tht the OivtMS do dU Us.ury a Spider, • Canker, .n 
A$pls, a .S•rpent and a O.vll; be shewed bow In Mture the offef\ces 
of Ha.i¢l• atHI UsW'y .-. to be <:G~~JN~red.4 

A fw *Mes tater, $h•speare waa to uq pr.c.t .. ly the s-. correl&t ton• 

and The Merchant of Jenia tti~Ads as the lest end tho most ~rful 

arvu-nt of Medieval Christ l.anity against the advent of a MW oconontic era. 

The e~ent\181 <M.1tc:OIM of the Usury 1111 debate, hcwever, was • 

tritllph for the. "MW'' eCOftGAttsts. A ~ure was passed which pei"Mltte~ • 

rate of lntera.t not excM4lf19 101 on loans ... although <:Oncecltng .. as .a 

sop to the ol~ order, that ua11 Usurte t.etng forbydden by the Lawe of 

God Ts synne and detestat>1e."S lut the La~ of Go4 wes one. thhtg and the 

lAw of Han eaotber; anct In KCOrdan~ wtth the latter, .oney .. 1encfrng tn 

England~ open acl perfec.tfy legat. f)esplte •11, there a~ • 

tener•l tendency to ~rd the taklng of interest .s something fundcaentally 

etten to the Cb.rlstlen way t>f t lfe. SC~Mthlng pec-uliarly Jewtsh; and this 

crisis ra econo.le .oral It~ p~lpitated tho ya.rning desire for a scape­

geet 1.0 bear the guilt of •svrlOQ actlvlty and re11eve the ChrlstJan 

•rclumt of hi11 need to ••auct.lze'•. Soc:Joty onw MOre felt a mted for 

---- --...... 

Is.. p. 50. 

2unebete on the Usury lUI ha the Movse of CCMOM_, 15711;1. Tudor !s~lc 
Doc~ts, eeL Tawney arKt Power (LortdaR: Lon.-• ~eo.. 924). p. ISS. 

3uaJd •• pp. 158-59 • 

... bId •• pp. 156•5:7. 

Stbtd., p. 16Z. 



the Jews ad theIr ~at tve1y IIOCier.ate rates of Interest; and 

8-r. \It l"Hn was l.ct to 4raw an hwlttlous ~a.riHft betweeA the Jewlt-h 

usurer and nts extortionate Christ iM COUJ\terpart: 

Wbat ls tbe •tter LM wroteJ that l..s are so vnlvers.at1)1t 
hated wheresoever they ¢QQe1 For s-oothe, .nurf• Is one of the 
dt ief CftNS , for they rebbe a' 1 ~ tl\at deale w f th ttt... ant:~ 
Wldoe thea in the 41ftde. And for thys cause ti•Y were hated fn 
Engted. amt so ba1yshed worthelye. wyth ~ t ·wout• wys.._ 
all these En9fts.haMm were seftt that: Jentte tHlr money or thelr 
goods .._ts.oever for gayne .. for I t.U .. ts. to be no better 
than la.es. Nay. shaH t wye: th•v are worse thalll lewes. 
For ,o lllhithet- .,ou wJ 1 throughout thristefttklal, and Oe.al• with 
thtn~. aRd you ~a 11 b.v• under teaM ht t ... hmd.recfth. yu sc.e­
tl.s for she ~t their ho4es., whereas english usurer.s 4t'(ceede 
•11 .,.._s tMf'c:ye. and will t.ake th•v care not heMe .udMt. 
wytttout respect• ha·cl to the ..-rtye that t!aori'OWIIth, lllhat losse., 
cfawtga4". h huSeravnc:e aoever tiMr borrower sus te'fMth. And howe 
c. dtue-. be of g04f thet ere so farr fraA cltat-itie'll W.at 
e•n not howe tbey get ~ so they .. y MY. tn-1' 
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It was this very ~fl1et of roles. this dash between the INft of Charity 

and the "*' of Ius lness .. wh l ch ,......, lntolerule to those whose ett I tudes 

r_.lned con$ervat lwly a.edleval; tt. gen.raJ cphtlon that 

• t is lfis ev il 
In a state to dterhh Jews. th• Christ ian uturen2 

na-edtoed in the plays of the tat- J.acObean draNtists; eel the repeated 

CGiftllfWlty, at a tl• wiMn E"91an4 was •vident1y ta•in-g with rap-.:tous 

aatlve ...-..y•lencten, tmHcates this latent -.,aren.ss of ut'l.ry a$ soasethhtg 

dec:tdtldly foreign, un-christian and ~sequently at variance w1th the 

n4t iona I and t r 4KI It ICNM 1 way of I i fe - an ac;t l vi ty better left • u Webs tef' 

flippantly sutgest$, te the Jews : 

FJ•lneo: Would I ware a Jew. 
ttarcel1o: O, there are too 8n.Y. 
F1•ineo: You are deGelv.ed. There .... not Jews enough, Priests 

...ou9b, nor pnt •-- enough . 
Marcello: How? 
Ff•hteo: He prov• lt. ror 1f ttHar• were Jewel enough. ao aMy 

tftrist t•s wou14 ROt tum usurers; if Priests enough, 
one staeuld .not have -six ._,.fims; Md lf pntl-.n 
enough, so .-y ear t le ltVSh.r~, whose best growth 
&91"*'9 f tea • clullgh Ill .. shoo ht ftOt np l re to gent i11 t i e. J 

The lade. of Jews and tbe tad of ~1--. s.-d., ha fact,. to be related 

1wi tson. ed. T-.y, p. 2)2. 

2g, I rley. ''Tile Gent 1-.n of Yen J ce'' ( 1632) , 111 • i; The l)r-..t lc; Vorks 
and Po.:s of JaMS Shirley, ed. Gifford and Oyce Otew fork: Russa\1 C. 
ftussell. 1§;6) • V. 34. 

'webs te.r. ..The Vh i te OilY II" ( 16 12) • It I • i I l ; TCT t;: Itt• Vorb of John 
Webster • ..r. F·.L. Luc.as (Lonclon: Ch•t< o encl in ., 921), Vol. I H 



espeets of the , ... pi"'bl•; for the cfungh 111 mtnhrooms that were 

sproutfng all over England were representative of • new busJness clats: 

the money ...an for whom us"ry was a ~jor fon~t of ee\111Gntlc ~t 1\l i ty. 

the *'low pcas•ntryt• who were us.lng their Joens to snateh 1aruled estates 

from the tmpoverish-.d nobl I ity. Ar.d es the CtOneyed m.tddla-elut graduafty 

rose In power and impOrtance; so the feu4~1 •rfstocracy - the ensenios, 

wtth their costly apparel end royst•ring generosity· gr~ually declined. 

Chivalry w•s $eert to~ defac;od by usury, ..,d nobillty beaten~. so 

th•t the old order wlth Its aristocratic Chrfst!an values tame to reg•rd 

the usurer es a dangerous upstart detenft,ned to change the relative 

econcmlc. pos Jt tons of ttwt JancJed gentry and the CCMnOre la1 bourgeols le.1 

A t..-nt for this e.coAOihtc. r~o~lnatfon. on. of the consequences of t'he new 

usury l*Wt, seems to find expression in The ~~~lftt of ~entct • a ptay 

more aware then any other f>f the dtangtng e~le stru(ture of Ellzeethan 

Englattd, end MMe eCftterv•ttve than most ln Its adh•reftc• to trtclltlonal 

thr-iatten vatues.2 For by the time that Sha-kespeare ~ to wrtte hrs 

~dy, the statutory 1~ that thl Usury ~thad establlthed as the 

mulmtn rat• of tnterest became. by means of legal elrcurnvent lon,l the 

mtnt~um charge• and the medloval objections to usury flared up with renewed 

lfor the soe to-economic background to the age In ~rteeal -.d The 
Merchant of Ventc:e In partl~ular, SlHt Tawney'.$ c:hapter Oft uThe Needy 
lenti~n" In bt;''Jnt~ductJon to~ Ol scours! upon UtuLX• and £.C. 
Pettet. "'The Merchant of Venlce' and the Problem of U1ury," Essays 
•nd Studl.as, XXXI {1945). 

2u•Arrmn: 0 that estates, degr .. s, and offrces. 
Were not der l v • d eor rtlP t l y, end that clear honour 
Were purchas'd by the merit of the wearer! -
How mey then s-ho\fld c:over that stand bare! 
How m.ny be commended that e~and! 
How flluch l<JW peasttntry would tnon be gleaned 
From the true seed of honour! and how much honour 
Plck'd from tne chaff and rutn of the times, 
To be new ... varn l shed~ su ( Ia, tx. 41~9t 

C All quotations from Th~ H.rchant of Venice are taken from the New Arden 
Shakespure sertes, edited by Jchn Ru'ueii a~own (London: Methuen, 
1961), hereinafter refor.red to as Mercbent._/ 
Ct. Tawney: 111The financial dependence of rural Eflgtand on credft 
supplled by London, of which theselinanc;lo.!ltransactiona were the 
symptoms, had a soclal effect of the frrst l~rtance . ••• Since only 
the morch.vtts could keep the landowners afloat • what happened was 
that land waJ transferred from tho dying feudal nobility and old• 
fashioned •quires to the commereie1 miclf.:lledau.'" (p. 40·41.) 

3For exanp1e 1 t.y enter lng into agreements whereby the debtor pledges 
h tmself t.o pay Interest es a "voluntary g Jf t!'; or undertabs to pay 
a penalty for failure to repay the creditor on due cate. 



buslMSStNn. 

Jt wu this clash between t• op-poNd and contr.cfi~tory econ.tic 

world-views wt.tdl see~~ed to cn.ruteriz• that period of tr.,-sltfon t.etwMn 

the old world of the Ml.dd1e Ages and the n.w world of the f7th Century; 

charity and generosity predOIIlftatect ·Shakespeare's lef~t; and the herd ... 

hearted world of th• ~rc:ia1 ~a..,. of t~Dney vatmls~ ~.orFrtctua1 

obttgatton.s and usvry ~ Sh.,...peare•s Ven lee. The drtMt ic confl let wh idl 

resuJt•d front thJs opposJtiOft fGt.~Ad topical expr•ss.Jon In the popular 

u~rer-pJay and .ade the appearance of the Jew upon the E11zabathan stage 

• virtual inevitability. 
________ ..,. ... ..., ...... _. ....... ...., .... -.. ............ -- ... -,... 

The dl-ref protagonist -of the usurer-play - the "r-11ow tooth'd• 

sunck-eyde. gowt ie shanktu MOneylenclerl ... seemed to offer a providt:!!\_t 
~~ 

dr-.atic: opportunity for revital izlng the stage-Jew with contemporary 

pertinence; for not only was the archetypal Jew a usur ious villain. buc 

the «ledieval drlDil had established a c.ertain genre wlthin which the Jew 

had capered 1 ike some grotesqt~ mar ronette. lor was the re·eatergence of 

the usurtous .hw upoA the £1 izal>eth.m sr age a c.hance pt\enolleftOn born of 

!lafte lneMpticab1e resurgence of r ac;e-hat.red. Adi'Jiit··ed1y, the notorious 

lopez t. d a l had Gffordod the E l l za.bethan popu 1 ec:e an epportun r ty for Jw-

baiting- an infamous affair in whic:h the ~ueen's personal physleian, • 

c:onwrted S.p.Mlth Je.w, hH been err•i~ed .nd convfetod of a ••popish plotu 

to poison her;2 but Marlowe..._s Jew of Mattia had atr.-cty •Uclpat:ed the 

no~lous .xp'oit-s of Or. t..,az by several years, and I ife seemed, indeed, 

to be 1mita• ing art in • curiously stereotypetf fashion. The Qoeen•s doctor 

Nrety t.ierved' to perpetuate the iu,e of the potsonous J..,ish physlci..,, 

providing dte dr~tists with a variatiOR Oft the e~lc Image of the Jew· 

but J: was enent i•1ly a varle t ion and not a devel0911ent of t he ac.c.epted 

IMage; for lhe notoriety of the Lopez trial seeas hardly suffrcient an 

1Marston, "lacke DrUII1 s- En •ertaiMentu (160t), Act t; The Plays of 
~hn Harston, ed. H. Harvey Wood (London: Oliver and Boyd, 1939}, 
Ul, 181. 

2s.. AppeRd i x 1 : "The Lopn Af fa 1 r. '' 



explMatl<m for the continued 1nteresr of ttht age ln tfle Jewish .oneyleftder. 

1'h4t f•ge of the Jewtah usvrer s.-s rathef' to <fef'lve fr• • 

persistent tradttlon, ineradl~~1y lngr•ln.d tn .. rtt~ dr tie for.s. 

which conceived of the state-Jew as aft incarnation of all the anti-social 

trafts of me4leva1 society; and the Judas lseariot role of the ftystery 

Cycles stands as probably the ear1test progenitor oft~ Elizabethan 

Shylock - for upon the Judas figure devolved th-e protoeyp lea t part of the 

hard-b~rgaining ~surer which the Mlddte Ages hqd COMe to associate with 

the .t.w. The suggestion ;n the gospels• thet Jucl.as was p.at "ht ch.arge of 

the CCJIIIIIICm pttne"' seeras to heve provided the JHdtev•1 drawath-t wlth • 

wonderf~l Opportunfty of depleting him as a hag9llng tlllbezzler: 

For of his penys ptJrser was f [Says Ju~iJ , 
And ... t pat • taugh t w•s vnt i 11. 
The tente JNarte pat. stal• I •Y st i 11 .2 

The 10'1 of (hitst•s treasury converted by Judas to his ow-n pocket was. 

signifi cantly, the very ra te of Interest which the medieval and, later, 

ihe £lia•bethan ~urer reqvtred ·not only in England, it seems. but on 

the continent as we 1J; .and the haggl tng Judas. appears as a stock f f gure 

ln the European P8ssion Play, bargatnlng for the betrayal of Chri5t. ~d 

voc iferously objecting to each of the thirty pennies coonted out -

this penny ls red, this one ts s1~k. this one is brocken, this one 
has • hole in lt. this one is improperly st~. this ls too black, 
took at the long crack in this one, here's one that's dull -3 

and so on, to the amuseftlent of so.e t~edieval Genun audience Who prob4bly 

saw In th!s portrayal the Jewish money-tenders of thefr own acquaintance. 

As a result of his identtficat lon wl ;h Judas. mor~er, the 

Jewfsh usvrer formed an tnevliabt• a~soci.atfon wi 1h the Devil as weiY; 

for Jue.s•s eoMmerelal insprratfon was evlden~ty attrfbubable to Satan, 

and sev•ral Medieval tales actually present the Devff as en active business­

partner to the Jew's ~sury.4 In tho later ~r•lity dr~a. ·the Jud•s lscartot 

role of the "ystery Cye lcs was assuaed by a grotesquely Seflti tic Satan 

IJohn 13: 29. 

2nte York !!Ystery Ptayt·, ed. L. Toulttln Satl ·h, p. 225. 

3quoted by Trachtenberg, The Devil and the Jews, p. 193. 

4rhare 15 • suggestion of Satan's influ.nce over Judas in Luke 22:3• 
and the medlev•t dremat tsa seem to have developed and inflated the 
suggest ton. 
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accoapanled by h fs eJONI\like servent. f.he V lee~ and ·~ this convent tOft 

seeMs to h.ve ,_rsitted tn tbe ft.,aruanee usut-•r-play, for the El Jnbethan 

...oney-l8l'ldor is uldM to H f"OUnd without hfs c01nf~ serven~ and eacb 

VoJpona has his ~ca: Shyloc.k, for tnstMlce. ts served by Gobbo; 

Barabn, lJy lthamore; "anton's Mamon 'Y Flawne. hts page,' Haughton's 

Plsaro by t ~-Y eetfled Friseco;l end P~nurto is the hungry mlnlon of 

Fletcher's mlserly Lope~.3 The fWtction perfonaed by the cOA'Ite servlftt, 

~reover~ is cloaely an••agOus to the role of the Vice • that of ~king, 
·~-

'ertdlng and jeering at the Usurer~~IJ, whlte 4oubte~erosslng and 

sometimts frvstretlng hls vtllalnoua tat.nticns. tndeed, the latent 

awareness tn El rzabeth-. drMa of the rnorollty pl;ay ortgtne of the Jewish 

usurer is reflect•d not Only in this tredlttonat co.t~ relattonshlp. but 

verbal ty os weJ I. Shak•!Jpeara1 $ usur.w ... that uoevll in t he 1 tkenesa of 

a Jfl!ll• .. servet constan-tly to emph•she th• tradltion•l interchangubllity 

of th• Ju.das ... Setan roles. Mer ls tt by chance thet I thM~Dre r..arke of 

hi• Jewi$h •tter <hat "the hat he ••rs. Judas left under the etder wt.en 

n. "-eed hfmseJfH;4 for the typica1 auodetion of Oevl t. Jw .nd VIce 

has a1r .. dy beon etteblishee ~~the play and expltcttly votoed by the 

clOWJ\: ''Why •" he qulp1 i" a dt.,ce reark, .. tM dwi I inv•ted a che11-. .. , 

fll'/ IMSter writ lt. and I c:•rrled lt ..... s 
Barabas, of Gourse. ltke Shy1ock. is expltcltly Jewl;h .ad thefr 

ra,lel and r.llgfous differences are crucial to the playa ln ~ich they 

appear ft but this is by no means true of eedl and every usurer in 

Elizabethan drama. Few, in fact, are as ln!egrally .nd essentially Jewlth 

as the ptOtagon r s u of .Shakespeare t'lf'1d Mar lowe - and yet "Jew I shneuu It 

almost invariably ilnplle.d, either ln the S~tanie assoct•tions or in th• 

eetual visual present•! ron of this ~haracter-tY?e OR$tage. Marston's 

1Marston. 11 1aeke Drt.m1 s Entertainment". 

2Haughton. 14£ngllshmen for my Monay" (1598); 01d Ensllsh Pl.-,ys, ed. 
Dodsley-Haz.1 itt (London: Reeves end Turnet·, lS7S), Vol. x.' 

~Fletcher, "WOMn Pleased" {1620); The Works of le&\DOftt at~d F fetch1r • 
ocf. H~ry Weber (Edlnburgh: J. 1~1 lentyne on<! Co. • 1St2}. -

'*Har 1 owe. The Jew of Ha 1 ,. o , Act f V • v t • 

Stbfd., Ill. ili. -



Mlmon ls e ~~se ln point ~a reli~ of the S•t~lt mortltty figure ln the 

pro«.ss of ev-olving into a rt.n•i$san~• us~.Arer: ttche «<lvel In the $h'P• 

of Mclmon"1 with whom uthe1Hv.11 end ctou•l• Duckats still euodat.eu.2 

He Is obvJously a pal• and plailarizad shadow of Shylock, running mad 

end ranting at tho loss of hi s bonds! and finally ending h is usurious 

c•reer In .. a Cltfe of Jurye, called Bethlcm, Allas plaine 8edhnw~u;4 but 

what mak•s t.f\e Dev lllsn Mamon mos t spec: If ice 11 y 11 JewIsh" is t ha t p 1 e" 

of trac:H t lOMl t l age""prQf>erty \lllhtch edotned nearly every Eli~abeth~ 

money"1Dan. and to which fr•quont reference is medo: h rs bulbous and Hfl•rte" 

no1o of alermtng proportions, • felhion which (together with the mat tad 

r•d wig) was en obv ious inher itance from ' he popular Judas tradltion of the 

Hlddle A98$. The orig inal Jew of Malta. by • ll ac~ounts, s•ems .o have 

hid so elaborate a conaapt lon t hat peepholes were a post t iv• neceut ty for 

the actor pl•y ing the role .. detail suggested by Rowley in ~ . Sur,eh ftt 

ttt,n.e,y ( 16o9) , where Houn$ I er Money i s described w i t h h i s "v I sage (or v i t a ref) 

like the 1rtlfici•ll ~of ~a1taes no~ •• • upon which nose, two 

C";asem•J\t s were bu II t. t hrough wh Ich his eyes had a 1 it ~ 1• ken of us. uS 

Thts f•lse appendoift, in turn, est•bt T$rntd • 'togue of grbtesque Jewish 

pantom i .. wh I c.h persIa ted unt 11 the closing of the thHtres, prov ld lng 

tha aucfien¢e wl t:h •n ~d1•u sourc:e of amusement. Pistro, for Instance~ 

in £ngl ish~Qen for my Honey 0598) by Wl U llllfl Haughton~ has a note able 

11 to shadow Paul's I t is so greet ... and provok•s a spate of dorisive CG~~Nni.J 

from hit servant : 

Ay. go, old huddle lsays f'riSC@ 7 for the best nose a t smel l lng out L. -; 

lue.aek Drum's En t ert• lnment,u p. 217. 

2abtd., p. t9S. 

3'''A1es my Obt igat ions, my Bonds , my Obligations, my Bonds. Alas, •Jas, 
alas • • • Oblig•t lon$, Ob1 igatlons: Al as my Obligatlon$, I am undone, 
undon•, undone.m ttt.~k Dna's Entert~Tnmen t ," p. 218. 

4a b 1 d • , P • 23 7. 

5Row1ey, quote~ In The Com~l•te Works of John Web5ter, ed. F. L. Lu~, 
II I , 3 39 J fn • 3 • 
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& penfold that I know. Watt. t4Q .._ed, you uy 'hlj>S pt~ l.'P 
IIIQnu sQ tong, that •t length some of th.tm get into your nose, 
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aQ(I netJer out after. Jut what. an us • t to thtnk so, ~$ldering 
all U.. 1o4gfngs are t.&ken up already, and t~ere•t not a dog 
kennel empty for a Jtranse WGrm to breed tn. 

And constant rofer~ee l$ rMde to the usuror's outs izo nos41 in similar 

portraits by Marst~. LOdge. Rowlands. Chapman, and othor$.z 

At 5(We stage In tn. long process of dramatic evolution the 

grotesque Judas flgurc of medioval popular drama seems to have fo~ ~ 

alliance with the Avarice of allegorical ~try -a process of evolutiOh 

accelerated, no doubt, by the. social and q~f<: forces of the mi4·16th 

Century which $erv~d to remould thl$ trad1tlonal Image frOM • vicious 

abstraction to a particular eontemporary ev i l. Tho De~dly S in of Avaric:_• 

came to be re· interpreted in terms of usurious praetlce, and the t.w•tous 

~gradually atsumed the 5tage perJonality of th• usur•r who, tn 

•c~ordanee with the dramatic conventions of the Middle Ages. retalned the 

business ethit:s and physical appearance of the Jew. 

The last phase of this evolutfonary proeet$ Is ~learly dts~erlbl• 

in fi!5publlca. a po11ti~al~raJity play of 1SS3t In whlch the Vfce appears 

in the likeness of a Jew. ltttroduclng hims~lf with t~ announcement that 

'fJity ve.ry true, undtrl6tian n-. is Avllricc''; and as earabas. hi' 

co·religlonary descendant, Is later to do. carefully dfsgujses his Identity 

boneath the &mb i g.vous cloak of ''Poll c.y•• ... 

The nama of Polley~ romarks_l i ~ of none suspeeted • 
Po li ey Is nc • er of any cr ime det4\c:ted. 
So that, undet the name and cloak of Policy, 
Avarice may work facts. arwJ scape a 11 Jealousy. 3 

Both the verbal and themetle echoes of The Je. of Malta (1592) are evident; 

, and one of tho f~ts whieh this potent~alty Maehfavellian poltttcitn 

manages to work is the luc:ret lve profess ion of usury - for of the th f rteen 

moneyb•gs hang ing from hfs wa1$t, 11thls bag ffi"c says, potnt lng at ontlts 

lttaughtont V. iHa Dods14y--Hazilitt edition., x. 554. 
2v ide Ce teste Wright. 11Some corwent iona regardJng the Usurer. 

pp. 178 ff. 
.. 

• • J 

3"Respub1 ic:a," t. i. Lost Tudor, Plays 1460 ... 1266, ed. J.S. F&rmer 
(london: Early English Dramat ists Soc iety Publi~t fon. 1907), p. 182. 
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mine lnter.st of this year's usury.ul Thlrty y.-rs late.-2 thh Averfce 

figure ac.tv.tly asaumes then,.. of tltury ln Robert Wt tson•t 1ft~ C..adfJ! 

ot, L!!ftd<J.ft (tS84).. a transIt Jona1 110nltty p1•y in wh:l eh the thr .. 

aHegortcal ladle$ in qt~estron • Love, Facwe and Conieienee .. a r• ,.rM~ut.O 

by personlfJcatfOfts of such eOfttempotary ills •s Luere~ Fraud, Dissimulation. 

SJmony, and (Jnevltebty) Usury. The tatter, as mlght be ~peeted, threattns 

to undenftlne the ~t t&cred foundettons of fngllsh society. robbing tov• 

and Conscience of thelr house. 11ftttng the throat cf Hospitaltty~ f1tlnlng 

1'1aJn-De•11ng. ami even trying to mutder Libera1lty • ktivltlH which 

overflow lnto the play•s seque l. The Thr• Lords eftd Three l,.odles of London 

(1S85). It is ln ti\Js fatter p1.-, that Usury's parentage ts eallect Into 

qu~stlon, and li found to be S.mitfe in orlgln: 

. Usur~: Whatsoever v• do, be not tra l tors to your ~tat he ~untry. 

Simon~: 1Tl5 not out native country, thou knowest. 1, Si~y, am 
a Roman: Dt$stmulatfon. a mongr$1 -half an ltalJan. half 
a Dutchman: Fraud so, too - half Fre!tf'tch and half S~tJsh; 
and thy parents wore both Jews, though thou wert born in 
London, and he.re, U1ury. thOu 1rt crfecf out ~rnst by the 
preachers. 3 

Thfs attempt to r~tionallzo the ovlls of eontempor•ry ingllsh society and 

the need to bel teve that -such ·e<:onantc i 1 h were somehow a1 ten and un-

Engllsh 8eeounts, to a farge extent, for the recurrent image of the Jewish 

strang•r tn the Chrlstfon tommunlty - a ooncret• symbol of the vexfng 

"Jewrshnoss*~ inherant In the rlting midd1e-etus of 16th Century Englan<f. 

I•'Respubl fc:a," 1. i. ,IrS.•~ Tudor PI6X$ l46P.-1~66, . ed. J . S. Fanner (Lond'on: 
ferty lngltsh Dramt~ttsts Society pubheat!on, 1907). 

25cme time during this 30 year pert04 between ~·~publica and The Three 
LadJes of London ther$ •ppear ed 1 play. nQW lo&t; called Th! Jew. 
Brief mont ion i$ made of t t In Goston•s The Sehgol of Abuse 0S79) where. 
after condemning th6 players as corrupters of the Coo'tnonW&alth, he 
sf ngles out a few exeeptionat plays whh;h ar• "without rebuke., -
lnc1udfng among them 1' 'The lew and Ptotome. thowne at trnt lull, the OM 
represent lng the greed lnesie<>f wotldly ehusers • ond bloody mlndtt! of 
Usurers: The other, etc."' ' Vlde J.R. 81'()Wn, lntroductlun to New 
Arden edition of The lte.rdtant of Venic.e, p. )O(bc To what extent 
this missing play mi9fi't have served ats a model for 1!.'.~ t!!rghant of 
Venice or what relle It might have been of the Avartee.Usurer-Jew 
transition in the mc>ra\tty trtdition is • matter for mere speeulatton. 
See also Landa. pp. lt7 ~54; and Sir Sidney Lee, .,Elizabethan Eng1•nd 
and the Jews", pp. 143-lllS. 

3wi1son, ' 1The Three l&rds ond Throe Ladles of Londonu (1S85); Old -·.English Plays, ed. Dods1ey-Hazllttt VI, 456-57. 
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Thts, after an~ was the aspeet of ~or.ttnporery e(:onornics whfch so 

dlttre.ued Dr. Wthon -the idea that ~·he Christian was gradu•11y tmdar ... 

golng an economie metamorphosls lnto the popular lmlge of the medteval 

Jaw. 

There ls a seemingly lrreteva~t eplsode in W1lson 1 s T~ree Ladies 

of london ( 1584) wh lch serves to tl tus t.n.t~~ thl~ very dl lenea . h concerns 

a !cheming Chri5tien mer<hent who, like Shakespeare's Antonio, had 

borrow&d ~sum of 3,000 ducats from a gentle Jewish ~ey-tender called 

Gerontus. This Is, Indeed. one of the few instances in Eliznbcth&n dr~• 

where the Jewish usurer !s made to appear ln a fevour•bl ~ light - bu~ the 

Important point Is that the fair-dealing of the Jew is d•lil•erately 

manipulated t¢ c~st !he cupidity ond treac.hery of the Cnristltn Into 

clearer perspective; and the dram&ti~ opposl 1 :on or Jewish fidelity and 

Chrl:5tlar. fahity pervades this per~the1 ic;t~ l eplsode in the play. It ft 

a theme which dates back to rhe sentimental ye&rning of the medfevel poets 

for the honest Jew when faced with the un~< ropulou!> tyranny of their native 

busines~n; and Wilson emphasi ses thfs Idea in ell three scenes where 

the two •en appear r·ogether. "Surely," ~;ays Gerontus when the merchant 

refu5e5 to hOnour his debt -

Surely. !f we t ha t be Jews shrwtrt deot so with one another, 
We should not be trusted again of our own brother; 
Bvt msny of you Christ i~!ll'ts make no conscience to falsify your fa ith. 

and break your dey.l 

As i n The Kerchant of V~~' the ~laim eventually comes before a court of 

law. Su r the crafty mcrchllnt. t·o evade :he debt., declares h ls intenrlon of 

~•sting off hi~ thr!stienfry end turning Turk • for. according to an 

emden! Turkish ordJnanc.e, all debts aret c•ncelled by convenlon. R<:~:her 

th&n be~ party to this dishonest ruse, however, and ~o prevent he 

Mrchanr from prostituting his rellfg ion~ 1·he Je\v offers fair terms: 

PDy me the prlncrpal ~e ~sk~ as for the fn .e rest, I forgi~e it you. 
As yet the ln'erest Is allowed amongst you Christians, as weJl as In 
Turkey: Therefoye respect your fB!th. ~nd do not seek to deceive me.2 

The Christian merch~nt, nevertheless~ reme !ns udamant; and seeing how m&tters 

1wll son , "The Three Ladles of london" (l5C4); Old EnglI sh Plats, ed. 
Dodsleyoflazl1tt, VI, 328. 

2t bid. ' p. 3 56. 



n 
stan4 the J.w releas•s hJ• from his obligations: 

We11. seeing it Is so~• says_l. t would be loth to he•r the people say. 
i t was • long of 1M 

Thou forsaketh thy fetth: wherefQre I forgive thee frank end free; 
Protestfng btforo the Judge end all the world never to demand penny 

nor halfpenny.l 

Whereupon the ~rchant gladly ac¢epts this generous offer, b~t. at the 

same time. prOMptly declines to pursue h~~ inten(.iOftS of t urning Turk. The 

c¢urt is horriffed a. this ~_i.ece of togal diahonesty, and the whole polnf 

of the episode is succtnctly summed up by the ditapprovlng judge: 

Jews~e remarks_lseek to excel in Christianity and Christians ln 
Jcwfshness.2 

It was this metaphorical int~rchenga of rol~s, dr matieally enacted in 

terms of an ec.onom:C situation, whtch seemed to <rysta11tz:e the c:.rTsls Jn 

Christtan economic morality, paving the w•y for Marlowe's whof•sale 

castigation of the Elizabethan "professionu of Christi•nity end tho!r un• 

Chrlstlen prattices. 

The l rlal scene in Wil$On 1 $ pl•y ii an early indlcatfon of what 

is to be a major theme in The Jew 9f Malta - the discrepancy between the 

religious convlctiont of the Christi9n society and the commercial values 

by which they live; and the Jew functions within this dramatic expo~ as 

a choric cCMIIOf'\1ator upon the hypocrl$y of the Knights of Halco. ruthlessly 

exp1olt\ng the disparitv between 4octrlne and deeds.3 B~rabes, of course, 

1ooks ~ck to a roonlity tradition centuries old- the arc:hetypal Judas. 

rha ehi1d murderer. the poisoner of walls; but he also looks forward to 

t hd New Man. the Renaissanc• HYIDAnilt. And Marlowe Jeems to have fused 

the medieval Jew with the 16th Century Machtavel, re-ln terpreting Jewl1h 

vllloiny ln 1·erms of contompor• ry political philosophy. Even the 

comparatively minor theme of usury is IA~roduc•d as an rn&tance of 

dlabolic~1 Jewish-Hachi ve11ian mal ic• raiher than an attack upon the 

profi t mottve. Barabas boasting of his profession aa 

an usurer, 
And wlth extorting, c0z~ing, forfeiting, 

1w l Is on, "The Three ud J e$ tlf Lc1uJontt ( 1 S84) ; 0 l d En9l Ish Plays • ed. 
DodsleywHazlltt . VI, 356. 

2t b j d. • p. 357. 

3see Chapter IV;. ''The Jew as Haclliavel." 



And wlth young orphans pl•ntact hOspitals, 
And ev•ry .-on made some e~r other IHd, 
And now and tfwn one h~ng h JIIS•l f for gr f ef, 
Plnnfng upon his b.-.ast a long gr•at scroll 
How I with int•reat tormented hiM.I 
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As a dr atie work In the ttusurer-pl•y" genre, however, The JttW of Melt~ 

is Gf mlnor importance. lh rNfly great slgnific:ance as • produ<".t of 

the late 16th Cent~ry - that which it shares ~hemetlcelly with Ben Jonson's 

Vol pone ( 1606) - Js the lm~e i presei\U of the new economic !Odety 

where commercial values and the money-ethic becom& the new standard$ of 
.. 

.orality, where H~ nold1 the balance of power in h is gr ip, and bu't~ss 

enterprise i s dominated bye partlc.ul~r political phllotophy. tn the 

lovely wor1 d Qf Shake5poor•' s Be Jmont, money represents an ins trumanr of 

Chri~ti~ charity and liberality; oo t he island of Halla, howev r, money 

fi power -the tremendous power of w.&lth dlvorcod from bulk, of i nfrnite 

riehes in a 1it.le room. And (he general prlnc;.ip1e c:.onditioning econoroi' 

JnOra1 i ty Is one of self Jsh prof i taer lng, tJ d~nstrat. I on of Mon14l igne' s 

thesis that 

••. no man profiteth but by the loste of others : • •• 
ler every man sound hts owne 4;onscienc.e.hee shall find&. that 
our inward d6s ires are. f'or the moil ~rt nourlshad and breci 
fn U$ by the loss ~d hurt of o~hers.2 

"For $0 J live," cries 8arabu, Hperlsh may il11 the world!''' 

It wet this 11eth i c of rapaci ; y' ' which Shakespol!re was to oppos.e 

in The Merchant of Venice (1S9n. clearly indicoting what Marlowe in his 

p t ays had cens i stent.ly denied - th-e e" is 1 ence. n.me ly, of $orne anti t.het ieal 

11ethi¢ of libera1ity*~,4 some norm of Ch.-ist len c.ond\lct even wi 1 hin the 

changing structure of English oconoml~ life. Antonio, the mercben1 of 

the tit le. may be a ~ber of the ri$ing commercial class of the 16th 

Century, but there is nothing of B;Jr&bas ~n h!i hs.vnanism. It derives, ~s 

• 'H•rlowe, The Jew of Maltaq ll.lii., p. 265 . 

2Mlchael de ~t.aigne. "The Profit of One ~n i s the OarntJte of Anothetu, 
!ssays, trans. Florio (Everyman's Libr.•ry; London: J.~. Dent and 
Son's. l928) , I • 104. 

3Harlowe, Jew of Malt•, V. vi. -
4v i de Rosenberg, p. 29. 



Pettet suggests. frcn ttte theoc.ntrie tradition of the Mtddte Ages: 

Antonio's objeetfon to usury~· wrft~ ~d in p•rttcu1•r his 
practice of granting free loans, raises him to the level of a 
syanbot of the whole !Hdlev.al •ttit.ude, for the positive c;ore of 
treditlon teaching on the usury question was precisely th•t 
ltent ough , 10 be • pure act of Christian chari~y, wtthout 
Interest. 1 

Thr$ was the dying traditton for which Dr. Wi lson so grievously mourned-

the gospel tradition which enjoins all men to engag$ merc ifully in 

generosity to others, t o lend freely -

hoping for no hlng 3gein; ~nd yovr reward sh•ll be great. and ye 
shell be tho children of the Highest; for tkl Is klnd on'o che un­
th•nkfu1 and to the ovil. Be ye thorefore merciful. as your Father 
also is mercifuJ.2 

The scriptural associat ion of free lending and mercy is of paramount 

itnpOrtance in the play. and Antonio functions at the embodiment of :his 

ba5 lc tene t of Chrl$tien morality; for even 1hough the spendthrift Bassanio 

Is already indebtod to him, ha ls nevertheless prepared to give more mon•y 

for t he more asking: 

be assur'd fhe $aysJ 
~Y purs•, my person, my extr~st ,.ns 
lie all unlock'd to your occa$ions . 

Antonlo 1 ! open-handed generO$ity remains vntmpaired when the bond is 

forfeired. even to the exteRt of his di sdalming avery shred of Bassanlo's 

.i ndsbt ednas s: 

Sweet Bassanio flle write~7 ••• my ~sta . e l$ very tow, my bond to 
~h• Jow i$ forfert. and (Since in paying 1t, it is impo&sfb1e I 
should live), ail debts are c lcer 'd b~tween you •nd I. if I might 
but see you ar my death,4 

The spirit of ~he Gospoh seems. ooce 11ga in 1 to ! llumlnare Antonio's act ions .. 

G •vc t:o every man that asketh of chee; and of him tha : Utketh away 
tny goods ask them not aga ln.5 

Yet i t is for this very reason t h4\ , Shylock, 11 ~ he child of the •cash-nexusttt ,6 

loathes hhn so in.enuly: 

lE.C. Pet ' e t .• ,.The Her~;han . of Voni<:e11 and the Problem of Usury•, Essaxs 
and Studies, XXX! (1945), p. 27. 

2Luke 6: 3S .. 36. 

311erchan t, I . l. • 137-'9. 

4Jbfd.t Ill. i i.T 314~18. -
SLuke 6: lO 

6pe1 e t , p. 29. 



I hate him for he Js a Ch~lstlen: 
8ut more, for that ln low stmp1Jcity 
He l~ds out money gratls, and brings down 
The rat~ of usenoe here with ua In Venico.l 

For the Jewish usurer. taking interest fr~ his nelghbour ln need, 
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refusing to lend cherttably without the assurance of bond, ex~llfies 

that llethlc of repacity" whleh governed the new oconomic morality. And 

lf the conduct of Antonio Js Infused with the spfrH and language of the 

Gosp~ts, tt soon becomes evident thst hls dr~etic antithesis - the 

Jewish usur~r ~ gndualJy emerges as s representative of the Old Testa~Hnt 

legality which appears to sanction the taking of int~rest from strangers. 

Indeed, the theologtcal overtones in the text point. to en unmistakable 

opposition of the Old Law end the N~w; and this opposition is made 

explicit by Shylock's citation of an Old Testazaent .enaJoS)' to ratlona1lae 

his usurious profession -the analogy drawn between J~cob's methods of 

~nc:rustng his flocks. and the "breeding•• of money at a r-te of lntereat 

to augll'l8n t his own treasury. 

This wai a way to thrJ~e fhe conelude~ and he was blest: 
And thrift !s blessfng If men steal It not.Z 

Antonio, however, reJects this specious argument : 

This was a venture sir th&t Jacob serv'd for; 
A thlng not ln his power to brinr to pass, 
But swey'd and fashion'd by t he hand of h~ven. 
Was this fn$ertcd t~eke intorest good? 
Or fs you~ gold and silver ewes and rams?3 

This argument~ of .course, is the o1d Arrstotelian pc>lCIMtc agafnst usut'y 

upon ~ t -:h tho r1 i dd le A~as based <-h~J I r 1\# itt i l' 1 nv.,e:t • .,:e~ . u "They say, 11 

remal"ks Bacon tn hig essay On Osurl!, ..... tt i5 agaln~t Mature. for 

Money to bet Moneyu4 • .end Anton To evIdently subscribes to th rs c:OI'IIIIIC)ftp1tce 

object ton: 

1f thou wilt lend this money~e says to Shytoc~ tend It not 
As to thy friend$, for when did friendship take 
A breed for bnrren metal of hi$ frlend?5 

i·Herchant, I. i i t J 37-40. 
2 thid. t .. l i t , 84 .. 85 . 

3tbtd., I. t r i , !'.6·90 .. -
4eocon, ~ssay~, uof Usurleu. 

5Herchent. I. 11 f, 127 .. 29. 



Tr4.MI Chr J&t ian frtendsn t~ conteMns usury • lends ·~~t tng nc>th fng ln 

return ~ and AntontQ clearly elll~ him$elf to those New Test~t precepts 

which regulate man's economic behaviour towards ~n. while ~hyloek 

justifies his usury by the pe~lstlve authority of the Old Lew. In tennt, 

thorefore, of purely theo1ag!ce1 economy the Chrtstlan and the Jew come 

to represent not only the ct1sh of two traditions or two classes, but the 

eonflicting values end ideologies of their respective Laws -a conflict 

which gathers momentum as th• play unfolds. reaching a climax wlth the 

triumph of Chr istianity tn the trial scene. 

The Merchant of Venice, moreover, shares with The Jew of Malta 

that 5ense of a transvaluation of ordered and stable values, an awaren••s 

of the encroachment of the mono.y-eth ie upon hL~nan relet lonsh ips and tho 

ensuing equation of human life and affection with material possession: 

0 sir ,liarabas tells LodowtcW, your father had my dtamonds . 
Yet I have one left that wll1 serve your turn:-
1 mean my daughter.l 

And hfs raptures on regain•ng hht moneybf!gs - 110 girl! 0 gold! 0 beeuty! 

0 my blin!*'2- evidently influenced Shakespeare's representation of the 

same sense of prepCstorous perversion. Shylock's raging 15 made to 

sppear even more grot'esque, reported at second hend by Sol~ioc 

I never heord a.passion so confus'd 
So strange, outrageous, and so variable 
As the dog Jew did utter fn the streets, -
uHy daught•r! 0 my ducats! 0 rny daughter! 
Fled with a Christian! 0 my Christian ducats! 
Just ice , ·the 1aw. rAY ducats, ~d rny d~ughter! "3 

The relative value of daughters and ducats seems hopelessly confused -

although not so tater, when Shylock e1ear1y indleates which Joss he values 

the l*:>re: 

Why there, there) there. there! 1 diamond gone eost me two thousand 
due•ts In Frankfort, - the curse never fell upon or.1r nat ten t I l1 now. 
l never felt It till now, - two thousand ducats in that, and other 
precious, precious jewel~; t would my daughter were dead at my foot, 
and the jewels in her car4· would she were hears 'd ot my foot, and 
the ducats in her coffin. 

lMartowe, 11. rrl , p. 260. 

21 b i d. , II • i • p . 2S6 . -
3Merchant , II. vii~, 12-l7. 

~!.~L?.·· Ill. i. 76-82. 
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And not only htlhn values~ but moral v•lu•i •s w.H .,. •ss•s•d In toms 

of the money ethlc - a point whJch Shakespe~r• makes almost simultaneously 

with Shy10<k•, ent:ranu: 

Shylock: 
aauanio: 

· st;yfock~ 
lassanio: 
Shy1oe,k: 

Three thousand ducats for three month&, •nd Antonio bound~ 
Your answer to that. 
Antonio is a good Wlart. 

Have you heard any imputation to the contrary? 
Ho no, no, ~. no: my meanfng In 1aylng he is ~ good 
man, is to have you understand me that he Is sufflclent.l 

Concepts of ugood" and "bad'' are uprooted from thoir Christian context,. 

emptied of moral eontent, and forced to stand for values that can be 

catcul ted according to a man•s bank-balance . A good man, in Shylock's 

world, Is a wealthy man~ while In the pas~ing world of th~ Chrlstia~ 

h~nist the wealthy man w~s figured as ~n incarnation of Covetousness. 

Avarice and a Deadly Si~ner . 

It t' the world of lelmont that stands as a ~onstant reminder 

of "valuett in the comedy, of the de~t tve power of the money eth ie, 

and tho c.onseq~nces of confuting the two. The deeth's h~ad ln the easbt 

ond the scroll with its grim w~rn ing thet ttgi lded tombs do wonns enfo1dt' 

~t continually upon the perverted valu9s of Venice, advocating the 

Idealized v•lues of the medieval aristocracy wlth its adherence to a 

Cod~centred economy. And so it is that the Judaiz!ng Devi1 and hts etbles 

are so v~emontly rejected by the magnanimous generosity of the old order, 

and that the hard-hearted Jewish us1.1rer ~ thet representat tva fn 

Elizabethan drama of the ri$lng middle-c lass bus!nes~an- is spurned like 

e stronger- cur by tho tender-hearted lfted ieva1 i5t. But Belmont and itJ 

values were being rendered progreuively effste by the new order, and the 

118eaut!ful Mountain" appears 1n The Merehant of Yenlce as the tast 

stronghold of tho old tradition agatnst the forees o1 the new. A few 

years later, when Ben Jonson looked to Venice as a suitable setting for 

his Fox, this alternative offered by Shake5peare was no longer even 

remotely possible; and Volpone preildes over th4t ee~nom!c wor1d wh ich 

Dr. Wilson saw as In o n tghtmare: 

And what should this meane, that, (n steade of charitable dealing, 
and the use of atmose (for lendlAg is a spice tho~f), h&rdenes of 
harte hath nowe gotten place, and grecdle gayne is chcefelye fotowed, 
end horrible extorcJon ecn1110nfy uMd? I dQ vertfy beleve, the ende 
of thys worlde i=o nvghe at han<Se.2 

1Merchant • · L iii • 5-15. 

2see p. 6o, fn. 1. 



Vol pong: 
Dear Selnt, 

Riches, the dumb god, that givest a11 men tongues. 
Thou canst do nought. and yet make!t men do att thing~; 
The price of souls; even he11 1 with thee to boot 1 

Is made worth heaven! Thou art virt ue, fame, 
Honour, and all th1n9s else! Who 'an get th~e, 
He shall be noble, valiant, honest, wise-

Mosca: 
And what he will, sir. ~iches are in fortune 

A greater good, then wisdom 1s In nature. 

BEN JONSON, Vo.!E~!. 

IV 

MARLOW£ 1 5 BARABAS: 
THE JEW AS CAPITALIST 
FINANCIER ANO MACHtAV£l. 

"Halle the world'!; sotd, and m1ne)' si ngs Ben Jonson's Fox at 

his mornin9 mat;ns before the saint'y shr ine of R;~::hes, the dumb God in 

whose Image he is made. For In Vo1pone•s Venice the founra inhead of 

valu!!s - of virtue, honour, nob;} tty, velour. honesty and wisdom- i!'> 

5ynonymous no longer with the Godhead of the Chr1st !~n humanist. Values, 

here, ~rc a t!tomat;calty conferred merely by tha acqul!iition of the 

att r ibutes of wealth; and wealth alon~ ton1ers stafUS and respect upon 

l t s possessor: "Who is honour'd nt:M/:its t he rich Jew of Ma1ta remarksJ 

but for his wealth?" As it tS 1n Venice , !o, simi larly. on the Is le of 

Melts; for Jonson's Comedy of Humours (as Prof. Levin 5uggests} I clearly 

begins where Marl~Ne's Tragedy of H\mours le~ves off. both evidently 

deriving from the seme awareness of a preposrerOliSfy transvah,ed world , 

dominated by the <"ctpital 1Stic. spi rit , and revolving one golden •x is. 

Jew, Chrlstian and Moslem ~eem al l infected by the blte of the gold-bug, 

motivated by the same acqu1sit=ve in$tinct, and 1nsp i red by ~evotion to 

a common God - & characteristic exchange in the third act of Herlowe•s 

play ind lc~tlng tne world~ide prev~lence of this obsession, the 

pervasiveness of the vntversa l que5t for weaJth: 

Ferneze: Welcome, great bashew; how fares Ca1ymath7 
Wh•t wind dr,ves you thus 1nto Malta road7 

1Harry Levi n, The Overre•cher: A~y gf th~J..!!ophcr Marlowe 
(London: Faber and F eber, 195'1+1 , p . 101. 
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The wlnd that bloweth •11 tke world betides: 
Desire of gold . l 

Desrre of gold ~ttract! the Turks to Malta; desire of gold persuades 

the Governor of Malta to fleece the Jews and then break faith with tho 

Turks; dosire of gold prompt' Fr iar Jacomo to attack Friar Oarnardlne; 

end desire for gold Is the driving force behind Bar•ba5 ' s actlv ittes-

his Chri!tianlzatlon of Abiga !f, hfs double-cro!sin!J of the Turks, and 

hi s assumption of power o~er the Governor. Berabas is, in fart, an 

incarnation of the materialism of his world, a representative of go1d15 

enonmous power in the sphere of Maltese and, by analogy, Renaissance 

pol a ics. 

The econom,c world over whi~h the Jew presides is by no means 

limited to M~lta. The island is meroly the headquarters of B~rabas's 

vast commercial network ram ifytng over the space of the entire Northern 

hem1sphere ~t he sume expansive uni~erse opened up l n the late 16th 

Century by the trad1ng ventures of Renaissan~e merch~ntmon. It ~s the 

world of the multi~illtonalre businessman with his t~ps of shipping 

agents, forei9n contacts an~ merchant friends whom he controls - as 

Steane puts it2 - .. very I ike the We ll St reet ty,_oon answering severa l 

phones at once, sendi ng his breezy, brassy commands to tho uttennost 

ends of the earth. 11 Fleets of 8P r~bas 1 ~ trading-vessels sl)Jl to Perslfl 

and to Pe lestine. laden with Spanish o ils and wines of Greece - to Egypt, 

Crete and the Mediterranean ishmds with spite and s!lks; the custom 

duties which he is obl iged to pay upon e s: nale car~o could oasily buy 

up half a dozen Maltese merchants; his investments are European~lde 

and his credit apparently u~l imited: 

ln Florence, Ven ice, Antwerp, t.ondon, Seville. 
Frankfort, Lubeck, Moscow, and where not, 
Have I debts owing. and, in mos1;] of these. 

1Marlowe , The Jew of Malta~ Ill. v. 1~4. All subsequent Quotations 
are taken from the Regents Renaissance DramA Series edition of the 
J~w of Mal~aj ed. R. Vsn Fossen (London: Edward Arnold Ltd •• 1965). 
Hereanafter referred to as~· 

2J, 8 . Steane, Marlowe.,!. A eritlcal Study (Cambr1dgo: U. P., 1964), 
p. 178. 



Great sums of money lying In the banco.1 

His Is the world of high finance, of the Stock Exchange and the money• 

market; and Bar~bas himself appears as a progenitor of tne capite1rst 

financier upon whose economic power depends tho solveA<:y of nat~ons, 

whose financiat eid determines the rise or fall of governments. 

Something of this caplte1istic ~plrit emanate~ from 8~rabas's 

opening soliloquy in his countinC)houso, with heaps of gold before him, 

the glitter ;ng symbol of tha un :versa l money-ethic of the p 1 ay. It is 

an opening very like that of Volpone2 - except that while Jonson's 

Chrl$tian ~~pitalis t adores his gold in a parody of 1 iturgical devotion, 

Merlowe's Jew contemptuously dismisses his with a snort: 

Here have l purs'd their paltry si1ver1ngs. 
Fie! what a trouble 't is to count thi> tr~sh.3 

I t i$ not the poss . . s!:- l ve instinct which animates 8Qr.!lbas so mueh as the 

l!Tft'.unse power of wealth 1n the abstract - ''wealth11 quite independent. of 

he•ps of paltry coin, "we•lth" dissocf&ted from mere quantity; and what 

he seems to adumbrate is the money•power of the invest~nt, the 

translation of paltry cash Into something inherently valuable, into iewels 

and praciQus stones 

of so grea t price 
A~ one of them, lndlfferentfy rated. 
And of a ear41t of this quantity, 
Hay serve In peril of calam!ty 
To rans011 greet kings from captivit •. 4 

He looks forward to rhat economic pr:nciple whereby the in(reaso of 

wealth become~ simultaneous with the diminut,on of bulk as it contr~cts 

into pure 3nd concentrated power • the compressed power of that mos1 

celebr•ted of Marlovian lmages : 

Thi! is the ware wherein ~ons1sts my wealth: 
And thus methinks should men of judgment frame 
Their ~ns of tr•ffic from the vulgar trade, 
And ns thoir wealth ihcreasoth, so enclose 
Infinite ric.hes In a J ,tr. le room.5 

~~. fV. i. ](J-73. 

2Flethcer 1s Women Pleased contains a similar s'ene. Act I. ii. finds lope~ 
(whose name su9gests an affinity with tho notor}4tis doctor) seated at a 
table l•den with jewels and money. See ~orks of Beaumont and Fletcher, 
Vo 1. IX. 

3~. I. l . 6-7. 

4Jew -· I. j • 2~-32. 

SJ.w. - L I . 33-37. 
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In hTs philosophy of capita11stlc enterpr ise lerabas clearly antlclpat•s 

the modern investor, banker, financial backe r , the man whose power Is 

Infinitely greater and often more stable then that of thff political 

faction ne controls. His desire for gold , moreo~•r, is synonymous wfth 

his luet for the controlling power of wealth, scorning the temporal rut e 

of klngs and horon5 for the far greater power of diroct;ng the destiny 

of H3lta from w;thin his little room; end, in this, he ~peaks on behalf 

of all his Jev1ish capitalistic contemporaries: 

t must confess .[he say£ we c:ome not to be kings~ 
That's not our taut1 : al as , our number•s few, 
And crowns come either by suceasslon 
Or urg'd by force; and nothing vtolent, 
Oft have 1 heard tell, can be penmenent. 
G1ve us u peaceful rule; make Christ1ans kings, 
That thirst so much for pr lncipality.l 

It 15 nor the power of T~burloine that Barabas desires - a power too 

unstable, dangerous and i~nnanent. He wants the power behind the power 

of Tamburtaine, which only gold c&n grant him. And even when the 

Governorship of the is.Jand falls into his clut·ches, he cedes lt to 

Fernete in return for all the wealth of Maltn -thereby securing a power 

more absolute and profitable than the other, and reducing th~ city and 

Its people even more securely under his control. It Is an image infi n itely 

more impressive and lnflnftely more dlsturbin~ thun that of the Jewish 

usurer -the d1spenser of political offices, u trader !n c.rowns and 

kingdoms, the capital 1st financier whose wealth can buy up cities and 

thrones &nd po\'lers and dispose of them as eas i ly: 

Why ~ries Barabas at the height of h is success_Jis not this 
A kingly kind of trade , to purchase towns 
By treachery, and sell 'em by deceit72 

And how many of Barabas's scattered co~religioni~ts. one wonder$, are 

engaged ln s miter kingly kinds of trede? Barabas, we ere explicit ly 

reminded, ts not the only Jewish power-c.upitallst. There Is also 

Kirriah Jairim, the greet Jew of Greece , 
Obed in 8airseth, Nones ln Portuga l, 
•••••••••• some in Italy. 

ll!!!, I. i. 127- 133. 

2Jmo.J, V. v . 46 ... 1· 8 . 



Many in France, and wealthy every onei 
Ay, weelth!er fer then any Christtan. 

82 

If B~rabos is in ~n~ way representative of hi~ financial natlonQJs there 

remains for our contemplation the prospect of the ent1re European continent 

enmeshed ln a network of Jewish investments, punctuated with centres of 

Jewish power radiation. and controlled by Jewish gold. That the Jew should 

have been the mo~t convenient symbol Marlowe had at hand for hts 

concept ion of Rene issant.e money-power seems~ moreover. a perfectly logic::e1 

conseQUen(;e to the alreacy established 1mage of the usurer· a further --
fmage or the Jewish· moneymen elevated beyond petty usury t o a ttniverst:tl 

eeonomic issue; and in the figure of Ba rabas is found what is perhaps the 

most petent identification in literature of the Jew wlth the rising 

capitalist ic spirit, an obvious progenitor of Warner Sombart' s famous 

soc iolog ica l thesl~ on~ Jews and Modern Cepital tsm.2 For him, as 

indeed for Hllr 1 owe 1 the propensity tc cap l t61 ism 1 s ; nhoron t in the Jewish 

faith ·tho blessi ng of AbrahMI, God's gift to Jewry; and It seems all tha 

more lnevlteble that the Renaissance dr~~~tist should ha~e symbo l lzed hls 

cap£talist in the person of tha Jew: 

Thus trolls our fortune in by l&nd and se~, 
And thus we re on every side enrich ' d: 
These are the blessings promis'd t.o the Jews, 
And herein was oJd Abram's happiness. 
What more may heaven do for ~earthly man 
Than thus to pour out plonty in their l~ps, 
Ripping the. bowels of the oarth for them, 
Mnklng f he sea their servants, and the wlnds 
To drive their substance with succ~:.sful blasts?3 

Ageln t he sense of Barabas' s enterpdsing power -his energetic 

exploitation of natural resources . hi s ransacki ng of the world for r iches, 

alrlcd and abetted by the grace of heaven and served by the element!. For 

any comparab1o sense of the immense power inherent ;n capitalistic trading 

ventures, we are obliged to turn to D1ckens ' s description of the upper~ 

middle-class financier in the open1ng pages of Dombey 8nd Son. 

But the im~ge of the Jew In Marlowe's p18y is by no meant limited 

1Jew. I. i. 121-125. -
2see Chapter 111. p. 46. 

3Jew, I. i. 101-109. 



to u htc.artt•t: ton of c•p Jtel J•. lerabu Js a grotetque ptf!!~otrrf of 

liiUltlple dilparate .Hwlth ... .., dt'Mn ,,.. wldaly varyhtg tOUrcft, • 

cGIIbrt~at Jon of the lledJev•l Jwlsh ste.-.otyp• wfth tilt current bogi .. 

of leuisl~ h-*"t• .. the usvr•r with the PQWer"'PPtftfct•n. tM 

Jvdat wfth the Machl~l. tn-.4. Mart..,.•a ~•ceptlon of Judaf .. •• 

J&terpra~ lar .. ly 1n Mad\lawlltM tel'lll, w the total rauh ts • 

congl-.retl\'41 i•te 4ertvtnt tarteiY fr<JII tM gr•hlng of an atK:Ient 

hvlf to • cor.t...,orery on.: tiMhl~eHt .-et1Jih_, wttll •H the 

ddractef'lttfcs of tft• ...-t.vat Jew ... pofa.oner, .,...,..,. atdef'•r• 4IM 

Mti -thr t tt. And ttte e los• u.oc t atiGn of tft• -'-' tlb ctp J t•lltl 

flnacfer w1th the fllachfavel it .-. upltcft In the prologue, 

Madli.v.llt h&MM1f tntrorlt.telnt t.ft ,_,,sh ~Ud to tt. •udt.,.e.: 

l COIM ftOt., t. 
To r•.S .a teet \It* "-re ln tr l taln, 
tut to pr•••t t+- t:r4.fldy of • Jew, 
Who • flea to tee hOw fun tt 1 s '*'• .,... er..,.• ct , 
Wb felt .oney was not got w 1 t.ftout ray Mens. 
1 erev• but tb t s: tr•c:. b •• " he ._rve•, 
AM l•t h •• not be ent,rta ht • cl the worse 
.. c-. .. he f•VCNrs •. 

The 4r/lq fs htgplout. ht controU iftg the •ucll•ce re-.;UOft to t"­
CMtr•1 fJgur• ... • tnvit•tlon to tlftt end boo hrabas. tf yoll d•t•; a 

devlce ~last••• to eff•c:t • ~hmee fn euch the .... way ., Marx or 

t.enht eight. if_. to •PMk the PM'O!IM to • ll'edttl• COM&ty en 

troactway.. 'or. "-d4f-.1H brlnp wtth hi• tu cy,.Jc•l pttllosophy of 

exptdl~ .,4 oppart~~nl• 111 "'10n•t Md polltidl affa1rs. ,ealtiil•t•cl 
. I ' 

to dtsrvpt the t..,.tf •f ~trtc thrlJUMity tty ,..ftnfn-g Nl\11 

rel•tloas wttb tl\e $tate. tunnlttQ super~ ethical MOrality• Prov1cftnti•1 

D .. ltn ft rtJ•ct" fa f•vovt of ~ h..anlst'• . ...,.fpulath'lft Of hts own 

aff•in. Aftd the prot~, with lts tu~slve cff~t~. NU the ettentl•l 

t-. for ,_,.,...,.. 1 4r .. of th• Jctw. 

tut IIDit altntflc:Mt in tlte prologue are tttos. •t-.n.ts wt.tdl •r• 

t~ic to the pl., ttself • aftd P~rtlcutarly Maehla¥a1ll't '1atant 

auuuttOl of hypocrtsy lewtl.-t eplntt tho.• ~ apenly ,..je(!t htt 

exp$Ucey yet surreptitiously enpgft In tt th.-seiWd: 

IJew, ProtOgUt 28-32. -
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lndlgft&nt tt the Cov.,-nor•t injustice. lar1bat tnqu.ir.s W..thftr the 

J.w are to eofttrJbute to th• hwy ln equal •••ure with the -.Jt••· 
•fJio, Jw.•• stteps Fem.• in that t.,. Qf anr"s lve lfr-..taUty which 

gradually ._inates ~ 4fa1og'- .of the pl•y ... 

No, Jt/f/W. t Ike inf 1•11. 
For through our sufferaee of your tt•teful 1 Jv• • 
Who st•d •~ '" the tfght of .... ...,. 
~•• t...s eAd effli~tlOft• •~ bafaJt•n.f 

fftJs unetuovt ratrOA•ltz•tt• of Jewisll tetPGMS~llity OA the gfOUftds 

of ••btood-gul Itt' fs glv• acfctO support 1>y • "-hete ltttght .,_ ,...of'tt 

to tbo • ..,. -'"•JJent Just if1~•tion: 

1f your flr•t CU:tse fall huvy Gft thy M.-', 
hut •- dtte poor •4 sc.otn'ct of at 1 the1world. 
•tis not our favh. t.&-~t thy t,...,._, sht. 

Thfs Is the fauu •f uttoUP•thinklngt• beh1n4 tltid\ tha Chrtstt•• 

Jutttfy tb4ttt a¢tfOJtt. ••~r• ift th• psfido...Chrlstl.,. ars--t ralt-" to 

tt.ttfon.fl'• tulr potfttcat opJ)Ortun••i ~Mit lerw• p~ly ~ .... 

their telf-tithttM~Ut hypocrhy and Its in«''ftlitt~y wftll the t•Jth 

_.let, they profut: 

W i 11 you. then • fo atk!]ttea f ray .octsf 
h tMft the srouact of your r•titlon1l 

An4 Fer-nue Phatlsatc•l1y ,_lt••: 
Mo •. Jew, we t•ke particul•rly thiM 
To s•v• the rtfln of • llUit l tuct.: 
Aftd batter on• w.nt for • COiniJIOI\ ~. 
Than any Pttrfth for e prlv•t• ..ft.' 

the lrorHc satire of tJ\fs retor·t derlves froM the Ufllftl$t-..1o New 

e~odlent .. th• Justifitatlon offerod by tela,.._, M4l til• PharlsMs for 

t.acr l f i ¢ In9 Jt\Sus tO ta. •wttlof' it hat. 5 and tt. Phlt h• i stn of the Chr J It l _, 

'• -· .. '1. Q ... 6J • 

2J.!!!. 1. ll. IO'J·Ut!. 

]:!!!· I. t I. 94•9S. 

4:f.t!. •• t t. ,, ... ,_ 

Sse• John 18: 13-14. 
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confers ( as Steene suggests) nan almost Chr lstl tke status on ·he Jew.'' 

laraba' rises Indignantly to the slruetlon, emphasising con$tantly the 

appalling mtsus~ of Christian doct·rtne for potl:·ic:at ends, vehetRently 

reJec:t ing the ma jor pre~~ ise of their rat iona1 fzat !on: 

What? bring you serlpture to confiMm your wrongs? 
Preach me not out of my posses~ions. 
S<We Jews are wicked, as all Christians are: 
But say the tribe that I de5cendod of 
Were all ln general east .way for tin, 
Shall I bo tried by thei r tran!gres$lont 
The un that dealeth rlghteoualy shalt t iva: 
And whidh of you can charge mo otherwise?l 

The ergument Is spedous. , but (exeep1 t)r Its wild generalization) 

unanswerable and moralfy quire sound. And Forneze'a iMsinuation that 

Jewiih "profession" Is susptK·c anyhow. serves only to underscore hi! 

Phar in ka l re1 i.nce upon his own (app.1 rent ly d lfferent:) "profess ion": 

Out, wretched Barabas! 
Sh~1 st thou not thus to Justify thys•11 
As If we know not Lhy profe$Sion? 
If thou rely upon thy righteousness, 
8a patient and thy richei will rncrease. 
Excess of wealth is cause of covetousness, 
And covetousness. o. 'tis~ mon$trou£ sin.2 

It ls the tone of the hunbug praa<;hGr wh h h is pretentious piety, which 

re-echoes in the morel s•mon lz ing of t he Chadbands ed Psckan lffs, the 

same broad fare.. : ·a t tone of ":he old Eng1 i:>h h\II'IOur to quote Ellot•s 

well-known I udgment • 1·he terr tbly ser lous, even savage cCIII ic humour, 

the h\lnOur ~ i ch sp.enl 1 1 s last broMh on t he decadent genIus of D tckenJ. u3 

userlous htmK>ur"- for lt.s far<;& Is rad l <.:ally critical, insinu8 : lng, 

as i 1 does, en iron lc in•erchange of roles, the archetypal Covetousness 

now devolv;ng on the Chri1t ian ntther than t h• Jaw; and usavege humour" 

-for the set ire !S destruct tva in t~s stringency, in tts frapk exposure 

of the un<.tuous hypo.ctisy of Chr istian "profession". And as t he Knighu 

of Mal 1 a leove the si·age, di5cuuing t:he 'l!mple p.o1 lcyu4 of bretking 

------·-
'd!!!· t. i i. 110~ 117. 

2Jew, t. i i 1l8-124. 

3T .s. Eliot. HTh• Blank Verse of Karlowou, Thf Sacred Wood (London: 
,..thuen, l9SO), pp. 92 ... 93 

4.-s tmple pol tcyu: fool Jsh statecraft . 



lettU~ wlth the Turks, lerabas seizes thls cue for • sueetnet s~twg•up 

rtNrk on the tf....,t f'4t1 Jglon of Renarssenc• Chrht lenity - the ... 11gfon 

of the H•eh l~••; 

Ay, polfey! ~·· th•1r profatlot\ 
And ttot tiMPIJ~lty. •• they suf91St-l 

lar4ba Is. of ¢0Ura•, .-ploftln~ th• double •-test of words by chattlat 

ttt. wi~ avertOMa of tron•yt tlld his dlgU013 referenc.e to "pol1cy" 

fftt~es yet ~ther ~t•bt•tocf i~rattw patt•m ht tba ptay: the 

tt..atlco op,.tltton of ~eN*ntel order ancf politte.l oppertUftt•. 

Th• •btgulty of "polt~yu deriv•'• ft seeas, ,,_ a taediev•l 

to I WlliJ.nc::• .t.-rphosts of .. lifting - both c;onftletl.ftg hAMS Of 

the wgrtf extttlftg si.uh..ousty tn the late 16th (.ntury. To tl\e 

ChrfatUtn h...,fst t_,.. t.,. ref•rred to • theocentric orct.rlAJ of pullllc: 

affairs by 1 gav•rnMnt es•.ntt•Uy ~~rnecl with the welfar• of the 

sut•. To the '"'*' poll tlc;Jan" of tho tt.n•IssanC4t~ wll vet"te4 tn I!:!! 

tr~'D!t• tbt tena • ._,._._. certain c.yniut la.pl h••tlont, swgp$tin• th 

pursuit of ...... OWl\ telf-fMklng enu by shr ...... wnning ~cf 

dJst-tMUhtth:;n.l U fs clearly the -.clle-..•l t.nae of ttl• worcJ tlfhlcb the 

•part;fng ICftJgltt -.toy•;, .,., a.tabu's snap r•Joinder ne•tly rev.rwa$ 

tbta tredft iona1 ••nh. i'ftdlc.at tng, ln hit equatiOft of .. ,rof.,tionH wJ th 

•tpoUc.ytt, tM Ot*Al to .lch th• ChrittlM vaht .. of th• MhWI• Apt 

ttav• -..... f*"Yerted on t"• llland of Malta. For th•trt .,. otavtoualy 

the pot ttf~l prlnetpla of which a..ehJave11t Jtad *"*- tn ti;• Protosue ... 

Ute upol tc.y" of t.••r Mfl Or~l .nd th• t••s- in the ftJ'OI$gU. of 

Phal•rts beU•I"f ia tiM bruu buU It • w.~rnh'tg of th• di'• COWtse4~ 

t"-t overtae the prince who Mitc•leulatet hll pol fey3 - the eona...-.ce 

th•t v1t *t•ly ov•rt•• larrus In his att.-pt to out·"•ch J•'i•l the 

'Jew ... ii. 160-161. -
2¥hfa t~Gward s. t.W>. "'Polley• in Marlowe's 11'he .,_,of ~tah•'"• 

!D.IJ..ltl;l ~ltsrta IJ!ston~. xxtv .... 2 (Jt.aM. 19J1). pp. 86..&7. 

3s .. ~ ,f'Ologue: .. Which U>4l• hM· flhalartt •••rv'4,/11'1Md n~tv•r 
be.How.li in a bruen b¥11. •tc!• Phaterh. tk• s h:f1 hm tYTMt had 
been ovetth rGilllft and rc)H ted ht th very brazen bu. II f n wh t ~h he 
burrt-e4 h ls ent~~las. Th i a • ....,, to be a early tnt 1•t JOn of the 
fat• awalttftg tara~as in the ste~lft9 eauldroft. 
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uMen are." utntaiot $hakespear•'• bastar4 &ct~Mld, "as the tJ• 

tt.ul And hr•IM• adtnowledsa • liMiter tJWtrOMtt of tl'i• form •<1 

pr•ture of lilt t ••• .. U. r•ali.zatfOA tbt ttt.l wotld iA trllh ieh he ltvas 

ls @fnatM a.v the ethiCJ of pol tt&tel expedt«Ky. ad that to_,,... 

t._ he ••t fltht wfth the very wapon• of t,_. Hac:hi"•'· •tpottcy•• 

._~, his ~ter....,avr•, hla ort1y .... tl, (at he _,Iahti to ~tsal a) 

cf ••lf.-prot•cttcJA agahttt th• •dttnatt•• of ttua Chrlttlus: 

Daughter, I h._ Jt: thou pere•lv'tt tNt p1lght 
Wt..reln theM Christians hav• oppresHd 111: 
h rul'd tty •• for In •t~•Jty .. 
w. oupt t• .-. Mr 9f no poU~y.• 

rottev. -~ •• bfs Mah• .. •toruoa.r• have Jnt,ruc:t46 "'·· .... 

flO bar of utlltaltlg Chf"latt•lty for furtMrlng ttt entb; se l•r•~s 

follows suu. trading upcm tbe ,..._tt-poteAtlal11 of r•UtlCNJ f•hh ... 

fer r•JJ;iOftL}ia ~. tella hla ~ter_jT 
Hl4u ._, aitcml•f• frca s.-tplcicn .. J 

... .at ,...,*' hl1 tol4 frOtA Its hi4int p1•c• In the n~ry, his 

entwhtl• house, 'Y ••~*"'"~ as • MVica • •••e..r•t•IV CiO!tt .. l iftg 

hflr 4l•stauJatlon '*'-th preten4od pt•ty. on the prfnctple that one 

uy 

A• ;ootf dt••••• tiYt. thou nc~Vet t~e•'st , 
A• ftnt •• trvth, Md tho cllt..-te Jt. 
A couM:•rf•f t ptofMt 191'1 11 Ntter 
Tha WtMM hypocrtsy.'* 

The rat1ona1laat~ Of M• poticy is ll'ttftl~J hut lt pofAU, at t .. st, 

to U.et 110tat •up.rtorJty of the Jaf l!Mldt tnlter .. ln his •I)IIJty to 

tlisUaS'*ish •a.m 4eceptta.. M4 ••lf~H•. 1110Uve ~ act, treadtef'Y 

lftlf hy~rfsy. It ts his v.,.y teck of eor•J •blgulty, hta •thtut end 

lawU•tu.l sup•rt•rlty to tt. tMiety whida t.t. •cowrta IBd ••tlrfPS 

ttt.t •..-w•t• hr4Ns $14 aiU•• Aia w1tl\ his f•Uow Mlcbltvelt ""*' ~ 

1sha~c.es,.. ... , ""i L•Jt• v. 1 t 1. 31-ll. 

.... • .. l t • l68·27l. 

J~. '· tt. 219·280. 

4Jew, 1. tt. ass-agt. 
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(llzell•thtn uage .. with Ft•JniiO .. de lolota, and Jtmson•s sallery of 

rog'les. ror, at HJss Mahood potnU Ot.Jt .. 

n. rog~ who ._ives everybody .xcept hhtHif it far MOre 
acceptable than the u1f..._fvlng hypOCrite who flatten 
hJateJI that bJs own shady dnds are 4Jr•¢ted by the hltbatt 
•tiVM) 

.. ,.._, lnct.d, obli~ us to aequl•c.e in his r~fth vl U•iny by • 

wtlHng t~f*'ttlon of our IICN'e! c•su,..l ad Marlowe'• wnttat -. ... J.a 

this pl•y• oft"- esJ• fore• tta. avdiMCe to~ tl'te ,..,tory of 

hls cOMic vlllatn•s eonf1~c•. unwlttins eccomptt~ ln his devilry. 

ht a..._ tt. awdien~•• ·~•thy tJS well - partl~ularly .eum. th• doulll•· 

dea)lftt ._.,,.r of Helta •lsapproprt•.._ the Turldtt\ tri&Jut• by 

repudlatlng the vafhUty of •w eQfttt.actu•l ~r.....-t ktWftlt ·tnflclelt 

and Quo11,iet, ••tt.se M~ •1""-Hevlng TvmuJ lnCf ttw. honour•••• 

Knl'ghtt of *It•·' AM 8arabu, flM«** of hts w.altb on falu pret~e••• 

s- justified tl\ urr.yint tbe reflgJ~ ,. .. ._lng .,.Ina,., ..... , 
ratl.,..1• to tt• lotl<al .-tr-.. uJing, on:c• •sarn, the ar....-t of 

Chriatlanlty ... l.-st t"- Chfoistfen-s thcllls•lvet am! Mt"rln$ his 

lftstruct I em: 

It ts no tlnLt-. MhttliMJto ~iv• • Chrlltl•h 
ror:· ttt.y tt.t•lvss tto1·4 tt a prhtcl~tl• 
F•lth ts ..ot to k Jt.lcl wtth her4Jties; ,. 
lut •l1 .,. h.,..t t cs t.,.t .,.. not -.."' 

It Ia th1s vtaly l~tca1 fo,. of ~t MH4 upon • ~repo•t•rou• Njor 

pr•tq Wbteh typlft.- hr•Ns't tNrtnns .. • .._.,..,;fng ktnd of wU 

which tela•• on • IIMt• Of OrlatlM hypoerlty, p·uthet tt to • logtcal 

ext,_, an4 t..ub lts .hlrlhtl ....... The sheer .-'*t.rart~ of this av~JI• 

•"·"· MehOOct. Poa!a -¥ !-:ani~ (LotMJon: •••tttM ~. •tso>. ,. 78. 

2rerMH •riv .. thlt doc.tf'lfte frot» ta1clwlft of leMMfa ""'~ in 
!!!!!lt.Yrt•rne. hot• th•t 

"'with •~ch fafl4ef•• 
tn we. ftO f•fth ttor tr• .-.flgt• test•. 
V• .,. -' bound to tboM ~-f l.,..,._ts 
n.. holy ltwt ef Chrltt...,. enjoin. n• 

T~rlal~• P1rt TWot II. t l. 

'.ta., u. n. 
'*J.t.lt. II . t Jt. 3l0 ... 31J. 



91 

things that when we1101t .-rre B.arabas we most wll1rngty subsertw to 

satfrJc ~onnent ;n the (.OJ'tuptlctn !n the Cttrltti.n t0¢1ety, he t*etafnt 

the unboty fntagrfty ~nd .or•l •u,eriorlty of • Mtrl<wfen "ans-I wlth 

horns."'' 

If lar•~• hes exvbtrance, inte1ligenc• an4 wit. he atso 

potsesses. 1ft tiM openiftg t(~s. a .. 1and'toly Job-1tkeqrudevr ... • 

Image of the suffe~lng Jew of the Old T••t~nt whose p•ttence lft 

adversity h•v•su hlrn with an aura of r-' fected NJftSflc:ence. Oepttwd 

by the lovarnor of h '• r t c:Jtes ant' possess ~on•, nd 41ett 1 tut• ... exc:-r>t 

for three ua.ttl"'f.ea.1e ,Jwlsft callfort•rs - the cQ.~~parisoo with JQb 

i-.dfately p,..enta 1Ue1f. lut .. rabu•s gloomy 1...,tatlon ••transpo•4Jd 

to th& minor h•rmoftic:s of the Old Test-.nt"Z is not, tt tMMS to •· 

enttrotv fr• of perocty. The tone of the spHdt, as lftdeed of the entire 

ptay, rs partieul•rly elusive • even .ore so If one tri., to reeon¢lle 

the Job-like ~rnint Wtth the fi~ry wlg and bottle~'• of the origlnal 

l•rab .. ; and thote c:rlttcs who 1awd tha 11$Ctlpturat grandeur" of the 

passage and l~t tts in(oniistency wit~ the brutal poetry of 1•t•r 

scenes teeM to und•rrate the veiled grotestuarla of larabas•s (ompletnt • 

a grotesquerie not who11y out of lle4f)lng wtth the ex.ggaratfon of t­
whole. It opens Oft a note of app-arent mock-ter lousnest. Barabas 

scorRfuJiy tomPariftg the paltry losses of Job with his own more ~ri~ov• 

suffering, Hd arrogaat1y tntiiMting that he cou1d h•v• bought Job up .. 

beasts and all - w1thout rauch effort. ttanct y•t have lept enough to n .... 

So that not he, but I may cur•• the d•y. 
Tha fetal birthday, forlorn 84rabat. 
And henceforth w ilh for an atemel n i gt\t, 
Tit at e Jo~u of darkness uy .-nc: lote -v f loh. 
And hide these extreMI sorrOWt fro~~ •hwtrtet: 
For only I have tol I'd to inherit here 
The months of vantty •ftd losa of tl .. , 
And painful nights have been erpointe4 me .! 

1VIde Steene, p. 172, wf\0 p1acft Jarabas fn • ~.i~h!rd til, tradition. 

2Vtd• l•vln. p. 8!. 

JJew. I. 11. l90-tt8. 



Wealthier thin Job, his tra~dy is consequt~ntly the greater; Md tte 

borrows the utterance of his protQtype to express hJs own MOre Mfserab1• 

stat•. tn•tehfftg • fa.ill ar phrete h•r• •nd another ther• unttf hl& 

~t~ry •ppf"'.)(iNtet tbo orfgiftal in both fMagery Md tone to • r••rbble 

~, ... 1 But th• ge, IHatwean the 'ltl:tighty J \no" and a J)*rody of 8tbllct1 

poetry t~ n•rrow.d to a heir's breadth rn these much a~ired p•taagtt. 

At foMNI l__,.t, ttta vers. ts suita.,ly f.f not sOMeWhat e.xaggeratftltv 

•lancholic; but .. parodtc: ,odry it ia 1ngeni0"'1 ift its efffnfty to ttt• 

style of the Neb to i c poet .. an eff in J ty which hMled late Jy f1 h• htatet the 

.thparlty between the Merel-y hnkr\iPt JflW and the •• of intense spiritual 

•~fferfng, lffficted to the marrow of htt bel~g. 

There is , it, ... , to Me, a st•ller stra1n of parodic 

.xaggar•tion in larabat'a f•rv• t pra~r at the op•tttg of the seeond act. 

It can har41y b4t reprcled "' the tone of ... prOJ)Mt. f$1)re~t ll\9 the 

avengtn.g Jehovah'~ .2 for atl its sonorous qual rt les: 

o. Thou. that with a fi•ry 9ill•r ledd*•* 
The SCWta of htHI tfttcNgh the 41..at sk-.s. 
L.itht Abr~•'• eff•prtng., and dtrec.t the h•d 
Of Ablta1l thlt ntght; or let the daJ 
Turft «o eternet derkn••• aft•r thtt. 

gold h tMpffle.nUy •kurd ... • •-IClliNnlacal r~ut for Goct to 

tUuainate the ,.th to hia .neybap with a mlgt\ty pillar of flre; M4 

t'- resowuUftg poetry pet..rs ovt lnto tt.. eU -ciJNCtJc contratt of 

the sOM of ts-rMI in ttHl deHrt wtth Ablge! l'1 hend groptftt ln ttt. 4artc. 

The great Har1ovian ~M~Sl~ it sul»tty Mdul•ta6 .. altho-cAp nOt tl\ qult• 

the un"r that crith:al c....,.tton of the poetry would suggest. It 

does not create • tragtc: f lgur• of the Jew; nor 4oes the ttscrlptut el 

grMdeur'~ i·n whldt he st~ttds ttlutah~•t•d tflllltaltt t.U'lMOdlfled by the gtOte•C~R 

hy,.rbole Nn.eath the v•rse. 1'he language is ~agn ff I cent ly in tc.o.piRt 

whh ttte nature Of the c.h Jef prot•gon rst • en et\lberant, exaggerate-d 

dfaleetfc ~ l•at fng • v lvffied t'h\.DOUr" of Jonson Ja.t prOpOrtfont. It 

1eo.par• the speeeh In it$ entlr•ty with. for lnst•nc., Job 3: f ... 9; 
7: '•12. 

2see Levlft. p. 83. 

3~ ••• J. t2·16. 



lnve&ts hiM with a mock..flerolc gr.mdeur, with n .eSGtOe villainou1 

splendour which is nev•r Wholly dittipated - despite tha pi~·· MUCh• 

debated deter1oration as lt p~ogresset. The ~try •ay f&ll in subtl•ty 

and tn. dla1ogue bec.cae mol'e ha.rlh t but 'ts et$M-t 1•1 tone • raflglf\9 

~.,.. b4ttween hy~f'l)ofic parody and the .. rteusJy •~•P htln()uf' ttf 

whfeh £1lot writes .. t•alns ratativety unl~~p•trecf until the final curtafft 

fells. 

It Is • ~pla¢e of eritlctsm that as Ih• Jew of Ma!t! 

•'o Ids, • process of regrets1 on i • in it latafl h" Nth t~ f•gu.ge 1M 

coherence of ttt. play eftd lts protagontst .. the ~naratJon of a 

suppoMdly hatoie flgut"e into a .oMtrous caricature, and ~. c:~lt.nt 

dw1nd1fng of his once proud vert• Jnto an elactrlc tackle of lrony an4 

.. ttce.t Ofte sthoo1 of crlttcs Insists (with seant Ju&tlfteatton) that 

sOMe other dra.attat -MOst probabty K•ywood - sertb,led 1ft the final 

ects following • .. ,. Marlovten plot; an4 Miss lr.tbrook accounts for 

ta. dr-.•s hteont,tten;y by pointhtg to the subttftutton of o t•d\nhawa 

of a¢tion for a technique of vers .2 TMre is not. It '""'' to ""'• •• 

••"'*' a dtsproport fon betwMn th• two balwtt of the play t$ ~rtt lelsa 

9Gftet•l1y cl•l•a - al~gh the tccel•ratlng crudtty of caricature In 

te.rlowo'a presetatlon of krabtts cen h•tdty be 4ented. If theta ft 

tCII!I dl$proportion in th• play, howev•r• a fallll'fl off of tntenslty •n4 

a lap•• iftto cericatvHd MOAatrotlty, it IHY rather lie loc.eted, I wou1cl 

l"tvatt. '" a cUstl petlott of krun•s •sMftti•J Jewistmeu. in a 

diMinutron of tt.e i•portent f~tloft of the .,_ •s .-.r. ,or •• lat•bu's 

role a$ the comMentator upon the h~risy of ChrJstlan "profeuJon" 

kc-.s. subordfftMed to hls rot• as Medal•ve11ien avenger, so hia Hwlth 

signtflcnn~ ts slowly pared a~ay untll The .1ft! 2f Maf,ta •v..-tua11y 

NccMs T!! ~,tt'41 of Matta. Lev l~t ru.tU the. pohtt tuc¢1nc;Uy; 

At larabas progress•• Lh• wrJtetl. the Old Tett...,.t teeed•s 
into tho b•ektround, lftd th• foNgrowful ts .._tnat•ct by .,_ 
PrlnceJ 

lphJIIp Nenct.rson is fatrly ropresent•tlve of thl$ vfew. Vhfe 
Chrfstop,h•~ f!!rJowe (London: Lon_.,s • Green, 1951) . 

2H.C. lradbrock. Themes 81\d Convsnt ton.s. of £Ji~•bethan Ir•sedx, (C.Urtdge: 
U.P ••• ,,5). p. 1S'8. I 

3Levlt'l, p. 96. 



Jcwlshness ts int grel to hfs dramatic ro1e1 to a se1f"deltru~tlve 

power .. po1lU~len who$e Jewl.s.hneJS is neither here nor there. 

tn the later sollloqufes Barabes•s speculetlons are no longer 

i11~fn•ted by scr iptural ref1eetton; for as moek~Job ~opitulatet to 

tno(k"""achtav.,ll t, so th hu~ of the Jew is r.•lntorpr•t•d ln pure1y 

Hachlavellian te~, the ingeniously manipulated tone.~~ btbli~l toment 

eventually ghdAg w•y to the -conventional declarations of self""'C'nf•••..t 

hypot;r 1 sy: 

We J•s can fawn llke spenlels when we p1ease, 
And whea w sr·ln, wa •tte; yet .,.. our leeks 
As lttno"nt and hanalesa as a lsb•s ~ 
I lMtn•d fa '1orenaJ how to kist MY hand, 
MMve up ey shou 1 dets -.hen they ea H • cfog • 
AacJ duck u low 11 •Y barefoot friar, 
Hoping to taeMtMew starve vpc>n a staU ••• I 

Schooled Jn the clty of th• rtorentlne, tarabas becomes more e dtsclpl• 

of Muhl•v•l thU\ on• of Judas'J cfes¢endents; and by giving a 

Machfaviltainou1 twiJt to the Jewlsh bogey, Marlowe NJUtgeJ to Jnv"t 

• aae.d lev•l stereotype wtth new RerwHssance overtone•, a transit Ion wh h:h 

.... to occur when ttt. exp lotted ~d p.erseeuted Jew· turns ven~• hl 

his 1 ut t for ant i -c.hr is tf an vongeance. 

tarebaa' s d .. lre to •vente hlms•lf upon the Govorn~r of Matta 

tmmedi•t•ly exttndt to 4n .xa§Stratadly viBdicttve anti-(hrftti.n hatre4. 

a r•~lute date~in•tlon tQ e1lm1nate es ~ny of hls enemtes as posstbl• -

lrretpectiv. of off enc•; and the first victfms of thit fndt•crlmfft•t• 

r•V'tft~ ._r• "-thf•$ and Lodowick, the u.o young suitors for the hlftcf of 

AbTgar1 his daughter. ly engh'lfJ•tiftg .\h•ft deitructJOtt, however, he 

tn•vttably allenat•• Abtgatt•s aff•ctton ·the only h~nfzlng lnftuen~• 

in h!s ex lshnee; ~d her estrangemef'lt and apost•sy serve only to fu:rtn.r 

hit r~retJlon Jftto • montt~t1y uns~t~tle e•rlcet~. guilty evtn 

of pojs.onlng the gentle Ablsall upon who&e death the t••t ~"' of 1\i~~e 

ptty end c.-pauton h utlnguitfited in the pi~. She ts. of coutte. 

the other Major Jaw l sh huge in the p 1•Y .. ttta .,_,..,..t prototY" of • 

long 1fM of rebelliO\lt Jewish "aughters and apostate J-.n•• fn Eftgl ith 

literaturat frQm Sbake-spure•s JeS$i~a to ZangwJll's Vletorlan heroi_.. 

~Jow, 11. fli. 20-26. --r 
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lut from wha• s~ree the Image of the Jew's daughter ul t imately der ives 

Is by no means certaln.l The love of the Christian youth for the Jewess 

apparently dates back to collections of 13th Century exwmpJa2 In which 

the Jew's daughter seems to function as an exotic and sometimes dangerous 

sexual symbol - a sexual tty ftOt ent l rely absent f rom the ·Jewesses of 

Marlowe and Sh•kes~re. Jean-Paul Sartre, fndeed, points to • recurrence 

of this sexual symbol In Weitern-£uropean lt rera ure: 

The words 11a beautiful Jewess"["he writevcontain a very 
particular sexual sfgntflcance, vastly dtfferent from that 
fmpl ied, for example. by "a beautiful Ruman tan"; or 118 
beautiful AmerlcaA... lt Is because, as tt were, they emanate 
a tubtle odour of rape end massacre.' 

No mat~er the ugliness or evil of the Jew, his daughter Is Jnvarfably 

a paragon of loveliness, ''Matchless beautiful"/+ like Abigail, an 

object of desire to handsome Christian gentlemen . Catching sfght of 

her masquerading In the h•·blt of a novfce, Hathlas voices hl s regret 

that so fair a creature should be tturengety metMprphos 'd nun11 :S 

Tut, she were fitter for a tale of love LJ'e say~ 
Than to be tired out with 6rtsons: 
And better would she far become a bed. 
Embraced ln a friendly lover's aMms 

6 Than rise at midnight to a !Oiemn mass. 

1at Is at least possible that her sexuality and the part she plays 
tn destroying her lov~rs derlve from the Old Testament account of 
Jacob's daughter Dlnah,whose beauty was the cause of the HJvlte 
massacre: "'And Ofnah ••• went out to se• the daughters of the 
land. And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hlvlte, prince of 
the country saw her, he took her, and lay wtth her, and deflled 
her. And his soul clave unto Dinah the daoghter of Jacob, and 
he 1 oved the· ;d.trftsel . • 11 Genesis 34: 1-3. Two of 0 I nah 1 s brothers 
prompt'y rev~nge the family honour by slaughtering the entire 
tribe. and Dinah proves the unintent ional destroyer of her 
Gentile lover. This Is the prototypl<:al Instance of that 11odour 
of ra~ end musacre11 that Sart re assocl ates w f ~ h the image of 
the Jewess. The same odour emanates from the felt lar medieval 
betlad of Th~ J~'s Daugbter In which the beauttful Jewess 
entices the Christian youth into her house and kills him. It 
Is, moreover. an easy transition from the Jew's attractive 
daughter to the exotic Jewish whore of the 19th Century French 
novelists - 8elzac, lola, Proust, end de Maupass nt. See 
~osenberg, p. 34. 

2see B.D. lrown. "Medteval Protorypes of lorenzo and Jessica", 
Modern Language Notes. XLIV (1929), pp. 227-32. 

3sartre, ~ortra It of ' he Anti -Semite , p. ~. 

4Jew -· I. I i. 377. 

SJew -· I. ti. 374. 

6Jew -· I. l l . 362-366. 
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Aftd l•rabas vns~rupulou$ly utilizes Abigail~ sex~alfty to ~c~leve hfs 

Had'tiavel1 i.n revenge, forcing her t:o Jure both Mathias end Lodowick 

•• an unwitting agent of hi1 "pol i'y': 

Kard~••rted f•thar. unkind Barabas. 
We this the pursutt &f tfly pOlicy? 
To make me show them f.vour sever a I I y • 
Th~t by my fBYOUT they thould both N slahl? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • I perf:'Oive there ls no lov. r ••rth,. 
Pity tn Jews, nor piety in Twrks. 

'rof6Und1y dts i 11usloned with her export~.;e of ttt. tfOrld .. "put"c.h.ued 

/is sh• saytJwirh gri•f"2 - Ataisail wlthdrawa into ttt. nunnery, eatkrtefftSJ 

her new-fo~ faith wrth greatot sincerity th.n any thrlstf•n in ~hi 

play. But such virtue is thort-1 tved in Malta . A f~ sunes htter she 

dles of 8arabos•s potsoning -but at111 afftnmlng her beltef tn 

thrittlanlty: 

Oeath selzetlt em ray h"rt . Ah. gantl• frter, 
ConV41rt MY fath..-. thtt he uy ._ sev•d , 
And wltn•ss thet I dl• • thristian.3 

But where~er f•ltb rs most sincer•. Hartovian ~ynfcl~ it most appe~t: 

"Ay. '' reJotns th• gcmtle friar, uen4 • virgln, t.oo; that grf.ves M mott .. •tlt 

Perh~s the most consistent unifying element tn the crama is Its 

ch•ra¢teristie strain of .nti.Christtan satire which, aJ it gathers 

.amentum, gr~ more grotesquely farclcal; and 8ar bat, insofar .s he 

functions aa I t1 !nstr~t * b•ccmes at:f;Ordtn:gly extravagant, • t'/1)6 of 

anti-(hrfst incarnate as h• inst ructs his sarv~t tn th• ways of Jewish 

Mad't lav i Hainy: 

.Jew -· 
2.._ -· 
3J_, -· 
4Jew -· 
§Jew -· 

••• 1lst•n to my words~· tall• hi~ 
And I wJ 1t teach thea that shaH sU.ck by thee. 
First~ be thoti vol~ of these affections: 
CGmp•s•ton. lov•. vaia ~' and hurtless f .. r~ 
Be 110V 1d at notblpg, su thou pity none. 
B~t to thyself ~il• ~en the ChrlsttaAa moan.S 

1 u. iII. 36 .. 39 ~ 48-49. 

Ill. til. ''· .... vi. 38--40. 

Ill. vi. 41. 

II. If 1. t68 .. 113. 



And the well .. schoo1ed I thamore replfes • "0 brave, Miter; I worsh lp 

your noso for thlt."1 ht case we h-.1 forvotten, out attention is 
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once agafn directed to tne gtGtesquerle of M•rJowe•s bottle~sed Jewish 

urJc.ture; .tnd lt~f'e•s lntr"tlon Jn the plot serves prJurt ty to 

p4.tth krab4s even further t~rd-s ahvr6 a.ot\t t~s i ty • perfomHng, •• 

h• does, ttt• traditlonet functfcn of the medieval Vice .. that of aposlrtt 

hi5 devilish utter to rhf.tcula and laupter. lnste•d of 1tugtthst wu.h 

tarabu. lth.,_re ~ dtreets eur laughter at hfm,. rulning the Jew's 

incipient d;gnlty by j .. ring at hts nose or entertalnlftg h is de~ra~• 

compantons with • ptrody of superstitious anti·iemitlsm: "'Tis • strange 

th i ng of the Jaw." he tells them, 11he 1 t ves upon p i ek led grasshoppers • 

tnd saue'd mu5hroo.& •• • • Me nev•r put on clean shtrt since he wes 

cltclmels'd • ••• The hat he wears, Judas left under the •1der when be 

heng'd him&eff.~~ ly reduting Bar•bas to absurdity, h• ttMU1ta~s1y 

~1slsts Jn denigrating~~$ essential Jtwlshness; an4 with the stnt•t•' 

•ssoclation of the Moslem and the Jew tn a sworn antl-thristlan a1lltAee, 

the fereJ~a1 development of the plot J~s all the Jew's significance 

before it . Barabas soaks no longer to justify hfs treacherv on the 

prlncfple of Jewtsh guld for tftri stfan quo, and the psydlOlogful 

~tivatton which sprang primarJ1y f~ his Jewlthness ls dtsslp•ted lft 

the over-exasgarated machinations of the Hachl•vel. 

For Marlowe, of course. the grNt advMtage of the Jewlth f.._ 
wes that it eonteined within fts~tf fta own m.tabre grotesquerJe. tbt 

legacy of medfeva' !urope, investing Barabas with an horrific qua11ty 

unattained by any other Machravel. In hit rumbustio~s ettelogue of 

oc~upat ions. these bogeyman assoc tat Ions " poisoner of we1 h • •ur4etoul 

physh:i._, and usurious extortioner .. a\J enhance hls terror..Yaluo u • 

Jew. br&ugbt up to date (as it were) and Machlavellianlzed: 

As for -vse1f, I walk •btoed ~· nights 
And kJ 11 tlck ,.ople tr'*'ing under wells; 
Semet i ~nes I go about and pot son we. I h ; 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
8eJng young, I studied phy5ie, end began 

1 Jew , I I . I I I • t 7ft. -
2Jew, V. f. 58-64. 



To practise fJnt upon t.he ltaltan; 
There I enrich'd the priests wlth burials, 
And always kept th$ s•• ton•s anms In ure 
Wlth digging graves and ringing dead men•~ knells. 
.. • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Then aftor that wa5 I an usurer. 
And with extorting. cozen lng, forfe f t lng 
And t ricks belonging unto brokery. 
I rill ' d the jails with ~nkrouts in a year, 
And with young orphans planted hosp•tals. 
And every moon made some or other mad~ 
And now •nd then one hang himself for grief . 

The sheer exuberance and gusto of thi! preposterous confession is 
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quickly caught up end capped by lthmnore's equally outrAgeous account 

of his anti-Christian activities: 

Once at Jerusalem, where the pllgr;ms knee1 1d, 
I strowec powder on the marble s~ones. 
And therewithal their knees would rankto, so 
That l have laugh 1d •~good to iee the cri~ple~ 
Go limping home to Christendom on stilts. 

It suLs the slave to chime In with his master's tone of mockery and, 

for his own advantage, places his services at the disposal of Barabas•$ 

maniacal schemes. They shake hands upon the deal : 

Make account of me ~ays 8arabas_7 
As of thy fel1011; \~e are villains bo1h, 
8oth circumcised, we hate Christians both. 
Be true and secret, thou shal t want no gold.3 

And in a typ1cal Oevi 'I··V1c::e a1liance4 1hey formulate their "poticyu 

of vengeance with sad i !it ic in genu l ty . Lod~ick a11d Hath i u uro the first 

1 ~, II. i i i . l 75 -19 7. 

2Jew, II. iIi. 209~2l3. 

3Jew. H. IIi. 214-217. 

41thamore frequenrly sugges ts 'hi! medieval partnership: 
111 Why, the devil invented a challenge, my master writ It and 
carried it, firsr 10 Lodowick, anc! ~jmi .-.. to Mathlas. 111 

(IlLii. 18-19). 
u'£nt•r lthamore with the pot. 

lth~re: Here 'tis master. 
Barabas : 

f , harnore: 

Welt sa id, lthamore. 
Whet, hast thou brought rh~ ladle with thee too? 
Yes. si r; the proverb says, he t hat eat~ wl th ''he 
devl t had need of a long spoon. t have brought 
you a 1 ad 1 e. 1 " ( I II . i v. 52 -55) 
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to go, ••th turned agalnat the other; then Abl9111 and the entire nunnery 

ara polscne4 in a pot <>f ric.; next# Frier JaCOMQ is stranglee ed 

friar larnardine ~UftnJngly iMPll~ted end hanged for ~rder. lut the 

gr .. ter the extr~•,an~ of aarab4t'• v-",gefut tNdtln•tt<ms , the ,.,. 

effecttw M M"ct~tt• •• • Ntll•lcat p.ptod.er ., r•Ugtous tt...-g. ttts 

etltl~fs• •f Chrt•tfan aoet•ty doterloratet f~ witty i~tetleetueJ 

ar.-.nt to snlct. nJ•• on the ..,.. ..... , I tArat iousn .. s of rn•• ~d frlata. 

or to • burluqu• of the conf.ssloul: 

• o, ho1y fr,ert, the bu·rden of •v srns 
Lte he•vY Of' fltY sovl. Than. pray you.,. toll N, 
ts•t not too Jato n&W to turn thrtttia\? 
l have beclft ze411()ul in the Jew l•h f « i tb • 
ltatff.oobeartacf to t"- poor, • covetous wretc:h. 
That wou1cl ,or lucre's s.tc.e have sold nrv scx.~l . 
A hunct..- for a kun4r«f t l\ew te•.,. 
And new for stof'e of wea1 th NY I J eomparo 
Vtth •H the Jews Jn ft.tlte . 8ut what: it w.aJtht 
I • a Jew. and therefor• • l lott. 
Would I*'•~• serve for th ft ay s fn,. 
1 could offord to whlp my!e1f to death.' 

Agaifl th tone of mocking parody ~uttar to the pl-r ... • parody of 

penitence end ft gge-1 tron, of tho oxtortJOAl\t• tnterest of th«t Jwt• 

u~u.sr.r. and the Covetous Han's smooth-faced ctfsd l~~~er of hfa goht: 

t'lut -'tat f t .eeltn?., And u t.. Maeks thfie gull ih1• relJQ iOUs 

cat•rpt11ers. 8era:bas shnultanaou$Jy t~ts thM with hta stC)tG of 

tlehes until th4t •c.<Jfttatnebte eupJdlty of tho th\trdl ft•r•• up fn • 

open scuffle ~ tho two religious orders. The ~tl""¢1•rfcJJ&a of 

tJite •eene ts o.lta03t Jonsonlan fn t.chnlquc ... an fnct~mation of r•llt10Mt 

hypoc:rtty in twO anh.ated "tnnoun". allowing thtm to .,_,,trate thetr 

own dapravlty by pitting one egeinst the other. Chrfttlanny no lc.ger 

noad5 the wtt or crltl~il.ftl of t"- Jaw to point out its corruptt4n. nwttr 

own grotesque bohovfour d s th• at .,futivaly u laraba&'s ••tire. 

Act IV, lndeed, It domlnatod less by the splrtt of IJaek tall~ 

than th•t Of lhtck Pantcxalme ... by tho c:cnieaHty of the two ret igiout 

~t•rpltl6t'$ oncf tb• rikldry of the ~res and ph"f't and cutpursot of 

Hatut•s •tou.y ~rworld. Carfcatures nasq~rad4 •• hWI'DM be ~ngs, Md 

verbal eartcattJra deseribos their sheer ab1t1rdlty. Thus ltheatOre of 

1' ilia Borza : : 

1 ~, IV . s • 4 7-58 • 
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' \ 

And now I think on•t, going to tha execution, a fellow met 
me with a musehetoes tfke • r~ven's wtng, and a dag9*r 
with a hilt liko a w•nning ~n , .,d he ~ve • a letter 
from one Had• telhmlre, Hlutfng 11e in such • sort as if 
he had mnn t to Nk4t el•tn tilly boots wIth hi' 11 ps • l 
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AU it. grotetque, Ptr~~v...-t~inflat.t. P•rocly &tf'iba In all direc.ciOl\1, 

4lJCtend1ng evan to Mat1-.•s tonguo·h1--dteek seff-~redy 1n tthiiiOr•'• 

moek~icUan celel&ration of his lw• for leJJ•tra: 

Whe..-. ~~ and fOt"osts go ift goodly srun, 
t •u k Adon ''.. thou that l tte Lov••• Q.Been. 
Tha ..-d., the orchards~ •nd the ptharosa fenos • 
tnatead of M:dge en4 Ned, bear svpr tanet: 
ThOu tft those groves, by 0 is above 
$helt tfv• wt th • M4 be my l~.i 

ht the crowning abs"rdtty of t~ s~• Ia a.r•ba• ' • appurlftce i" U.. 

trapplnp of • f'Tendt tutnlat com.p\•te with outlar.dtth aceent .. .n 

eff._y inttr"'*'lt ... •'Mutt tcma fllY hat• for '·:}sound, twang, tw.tn9 .. ftrst*•J 

.. .nd • pofs-.d no•ttaY tn his hattNand. ly thh •tat•. t.o•vu. the 

Jaw1sb vi11eln hat *" •'-'t otiroly svpercMed by the ~~t-.1, 

tAd very ltttt• of t'- NCtt••J Jewlltl bos-ymen ,_.tns - UC.4tPt, ,......,., 

for ,,., • .., •• potiOftOUS PrGI*\*tt'•• but evp th•• •r• In• tile t•ccfcs 

of t.._ Jw thM of the Kldtiavel. A ~tete abterptton of his 

Mitl\hlt by tk Hachiweltltn •speet of bfs petsonallty ••• to over-­

tllke t'- .,.,, ~d fn t"a flM. •Gt hll rae,• Md hit Nlfg10ft Qtllt QO 

lo.tttr of sfgnifl~. ""'- s•tiriul castl,-:tlM of C.hrlstt• t;>NfuJfOftu 

Js t¥bor411Mtad to tho ot>•rat1on Of ~1-po1lt itt ... • c~Mcft•tr•tton •' 

U. Mlf~Niino ten..,cfu of r•,K1ly 1ft th• J•ge ef tN Madtievel 

out...ftadliav•ll.t.. And tt. hw a.co.a th• vt~thl, net tbe IIOUthpt•~• 

of ,..,,.,. •• 1esMAing tn •tpot t~y" • 

ly Mtraylnt tt.lta to tl\• Turk., hrabas ts r...-ftd with tat. 

lovernorshtp of tt.. lt1and ... a ~iti~ of little prKtJeal v•l• to 

bl•, unW•ss it~ provtde an ~tl.tftlty of pPioitlng this MWiy 

se lnecl author i ty: 

1JJ!i!• IV. l i. 26-JO. 

2_e., IV. I i. 9' --96. 

3 Jow, IV • I v. 19. -
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And stnce ,Lhe sayi/by wrong thou qott 1st authortty, 
Helntatn It braYely by fl~ policy• 
At least unprofitebly lose it not. 
for ne that ftveth ift authority, 
And neither gets him friends nor fill s his bags, 
l. i v.s like the ••s thot Aesop speakath of. • • l 

10l 

It I• ttOt t'- pcwtt of pOtitic•l euthollty tt. h_..r• aft•r, btlt ~ 

g,..ter powrtr of ftar4 cahi so. by a double-<fOJtlng count•rp1et tgairttt 

his Twkltt. eUt ... he Mts I'•~ f.-.. .nd ltwta!ns ~MQy hls effi"­

•t • COMidereJJl• prlca .. hoptng theret>y to knefit frO!' both the HMI• 

haN Md th-r I • t i trl ho\tndt.: 

Thus. tovtng neither, will I live with bOth, 
Makfng a profit of cay pol i cv;. 
Aw4 he f,_ whcll my IIIOtt -"vtnt.ago comes 
Sh•H be flff fri~. 
This I$ the llf• we -. are us'6 'to lead; 
And reason.too. for thrtsti.ant dO the like.2 

Hit logtc. howver, IMvtns to wav•r• for his .ad'ainatlons •r• c.tlroctod 

~t •t•l~at the Chriatt~s h condemnt, but agaln~t t~e ethtcally 

lnofftnsh·e Turks . G.-...J gredually beglnt to obscure 8M•.bas•a "-tt•r 

Jud~Rt, his 5r•vest •rror dariv lng from the btGn{j atttYapt ton that •tM 

fr whom rrty 1101t aclv~tage ecaaes shall be my friend." ~isctfafnattOft 

is tnrown to the wtndt with hlt new profit~king polity* aRd h• 

O.stroys hftDtelf in sid lng with tho •r• "proflteble" Christians agel•t 

tlte rurks . Fomue not only pro~• tre~herout1y unprofitable. ~t 

turn• hlt "poUcy' og.htJt the Jaw. and r••P• th berteflt of tarabu'• 

bost-lald plots. Poltc.y vltimeta1y overr .. chet ltsctf. roaatfng tba 

overro&eher fn tn• ,a~ldron of hit own devising. 

Fernez• has tha flnlll word - that ordl-twpoc:;ri U) of the 

Mah••• Est&bUeiMnt - shakil\9 l·d 1 h••4 sagO< iouttly over "tM tmttaHowect 

dMds of JewtH. and raiting hlt plov• •v•s to huven Sn thMktgJv11'f for 

his vh~tory~ Hfs Jt t" trl&anph, laraba& h•s eonvenlent:Jy biOWft \.49 

the Turkish itf'IIYt .and he; tn turn. bau blOtiM up 8.ar•ba&. It Is ti'MJ 

tt'lumph of an even great•r untc.rupuloutf\t~Ss than the Jew*•• the trfw,h 

of hypoctlty .. cu,tdlty GAd de<'.eit. The dono~t dellberat•1Y <>kleta• . 

1 Jew, V. t L 35-40 . -
2Jow, V. t 1 • H I ·116. -
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stablt Hy; ~tnd rule 1s ones more plaeed at the disposal of the Madlllvel. 

The fl~t fmpre:nit:m of the play is nlh!llstlc:- the s.nse of 

e world dO\'oid of valu.s~ one fn wh!dl the infidel .xploits the ChtistfM 

whO fn t~rn .. teftt the Jfltl wt.o in revenge ~toit5 U. bcnh, • 

vfetous -circto of ~ie ewu1ibalism rattonallzed em spurtcu• t•BtJOUt 

ground$: 

"tt•s no sln to dec•tv• a ChrisUati.."J 

•'To undo a Jew ts ~arl ty * ettc! not "t n. n 2 

•Y•lth ls not t.o be. h•hf with henstJ~s, 
But all ere heretic:! tbot ~re hOt ~ .w!i . u3 

8oth Jow bftd thristhm are uhhnat.ty ro.dM«ld to t~ moral hwfll of the 

H~hi~ol. Marlowe advocating n~ither (r~6d as • prof6tablo •JterA*tlv. 

to the other. No ethtc•l etand1rds of right remain. and tho tono of 

his ~on<:lutiion is perhaps Mlilt ¢~t4'.11n&d ln the. final ttanxa of 

Meinrlch tfelnt•5 "CJsputot ionu .. a tktbr~ "-lody 1n wh len the Christ fans 

and the hWS ar~ for tho rOGpective merltts of their own r•1tgions. 

nonrta Jtanea .• the ~djudt~ator, rtses to give. nor verdict: 

Wh i eh f5 rf ght t h•rd I y know .. 
lut. to t•ll the trutb. t thln~ 
That the rabbi Mel the friar, -
11l•t they bQth ... forgiv• M • stlnk. 4 

'h!l• It . H L 310. 

~~. tV. tv. 74. 

3~t 11. Iii. 312.,.313 . 

"~fne, !~• Poetry •no P,rp$e of .,ed. f. Ewon~ (Mow York: Cltedel ,,.,., 
'948) • p. 286 . 
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I pray yow, let .. rcy b4eft fn your• herte, 
to th' effect and ent•nte that lod Almfghty 
have Mrey Oft yt:M In hfs lute Jut~.-.nt. 
For Sefnt J- "Jth in his Eplttle:. 
1Jvt~t wlthout.n .. rey shal be 4loon 
te hp that hath no •rc:y of ~ther wtght.' 

CHAUCIA, The Tsfe of ~~ t!!fe. 

v 
UAKIIPIMI 'J SltYLOtK: 
ntl IMAGE OJ TMl JIW 
AI OlD W MGMIIT. 

,..,,.,.., ._,.. J.warJely fhMI tMlr counterp.tta rn 

stt-..Nare. ThQ IMt'e, H tt .... a siMilar ithmtity • ..,.._ • <:CJ~Parabt• 

r"pGnae - lltua 1._1'4 •• ••••rtt, thea• pJtfful ktott •fit to rv1•~ 

• ~tl ... tba Mltrtovt• hero •v a:p,.ar ~t• •• cbe Shake.,..,... 

MfiiOI\ - tbe trMttll...-t r.-btiftiS of T.eurt•'"• .,..,atlftt tnto 

dte tatttlt f*(atry of tM Mek•..,...,..., ,, • ._,. rMtlat an th• 

taatUef1•14s of Fr-.Q; t.c.t Ia hlt fiOtt atrlkJng tJ.traHel .. tJM ,..,,.,. 

1\ttrO f'MPPM" In SIHtkesPMr• •• tM vHlaia of tM pie~, larabat end 

Sttylock •taMlftt '" .etol ty lfttitfMt le•1 ._,,.., of tbe -.a•i•••e. 
M~lstl' •~••· 

Ttt• ttMt uttHty vahHJ ftf tM Jwwt• prot..-.lat in 

If ~zU.tltm 4t-. lt , .... to •• Mntf••t• Jtqlf h• -.o qvtte llffer•t 

WIYI. ,.,. he uy futtetlon elther 11 1 t.,. •' ··~va • ._..1,. .. ', 

cGMentsq .- U.. vatU~N Of Chri•t•u soc~•ty .. they .tfect hie !itt 
l his ce..-cUQt • ,..,., _, t•lltious allen~ or. ••t•rutlftly, he MY 

oper•'• '" • ,,_.He lftUMtt:ttM of swe Jet ., •11• •nd tftti-(hrlatllft 

valuet •• ..,, wftb the eAvtro.:••nt withht ••• hs ••tudaiiQ••. Tlllt 

ft t._. ,.,...._tal dtffeHftct ....... ,.... en41 ShyttKk. • 4lff•r-­

•rlv int tNtrt;ly fro. tM ra4icaUy dlttfailar wot141-vltwa of ._two 
c,..ttve fr .. t itt• (Nul p•rtly froa the 4iff•f'ent soc.i•ti•t In which 

tile Jw .,,.. •• 

At tttouth both ,,.,_ .-v f*"t ly "-'tva fH~t tiMI .-lus of ttt. 

Aenelssenc. h\llan!st, the ,.__,.t•• which ttt.y repretent and the valws 

tnb..-ent in Mdt •- quite dlstfMt ad • .,•t•t• ... ttMI two fonas of 

huuntsa whJth Martt•fn t..s dl•tinguishecf •• t•tttiiOCifttr~<" ancl 
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.. acathropoeent r h!': 

Th• f iut kind of h-.nftM it* wrltU?" r•~t'izn t.,_t th• 
centre for un Is God} lt. J11pl '• '"• (hrlst l• cencttpt lOft 
of 11M et enee • thm•r and r .. IMCI. Md the tltt'istlen 
c:oncept IGft of graa end fr ........ 1M MCGnd kimf of 
h.anlJM kl !eves tbet MA Is hIt OWl\ ~tr•, and ttttre• 
for• the ~~tr• of all tbinil. tt lmpl l•s • n•twr•tltti4 
c:e>ne4J#t ion of ,.. amt of free.,.. I 
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JhbbtPMr••• twnftt• _., -••tial1y ~tf'lc itt fo.-.; fort'­

pbUotophy *fdt provtdn the f.tr~tttr•l ft-..rk of D.t~•!!b•! !1 
!!,!i,&e c1 .. rty dariVM fr• • ..;·tevt1 •r14-vtew with Itt _,.. .. 1. 

Gft the -.4 fer or4er. lt ~ •r•rdly, ltv rne Jw.st lc•. tivitte ,..rev. ncl 

tiM h•tMOft tz int pow~~t ef tod; tftd U. ~• tVM .._., u htdi•SHm* •••• 

to m..tttr•• olvati• are the prtMiry thrittlM vltt•• ef f•lth. 

Mrcy, '*lU1ty a4 tcwe. This. t• t- coestat ht _.Jth tltylodt ftaftctlont 

h • type of •tt-tbrlst. the Jwlth al len h\ • eM-centred tbr!•tiM 

society,. tl'lbolic of •H ttte d fsrwtlve •1eMHtt to foreign to u.. 

OrQrecf tents of tn• old ••••I wrt4, tn-' bis. COJ\dt"SiCift at ~· 

ed of the pi•Y ...- t• rep,._t tM f fNt1 c.ollepM of corrvpt v•t_. 

1ft • hippy ....-•ffli"'Mtlon Of tt'M Christl• vtrtw. Sh4keiPMr•M 

CCIIMV .,.at•, in~~ to k of lh ia •••t tally aff fi'JNtJve klfMI, 

re~firwirtf thO.M .-ial i._ls .tt rctt th• trapc.U• prok • throw 

lA 4outtt; _, the ••Y inUrpr•tatio..s of Ift!. !J!td!M' !f. YJn ic:! wbic.h 

rn•itt on rudlag tfte pl•y •• • l*'o4J • Chr1tl ltft ity , ... to • Is · 

repru•t Its ~ry spif' I t tn4 purpose.l Stt.ket,..r•, •fter att. wn 

clolftg SOIDith ing _.... th.- ~ely Nfathlon Marlowe• • play. tt. was. 

opposing fU Nl i¢ tftp ts . 

Ttt• MthtopOeMtr tc: lwNni • of MartOWt "" c•11ed tf1e 

Christ \In v•l•• of ttae old o,.r lft dovbt. end '• to tloJng •••••d to -. 
._.. •• lse the 1Med for rept•ci"g the 11 irt•• of}tpfrttQl ••lv• • ion 

/ 

1Mar1ta ln, ttuote4 by M. M. Mahood, ~t!!tY •!! !!!!!!!*!!• p. 18. 

ln.. •tt rtcent of the$e r••cthttf i 1 tb• t of A. D. Moo4y • 
S~Wce•e!!,-.: _the Ha~-,t pf V• i~ (itv4l•• ift hgJI.tl 
[ i t.•r•wre; Liii&: g;;.,a irft014 i:t 4 .. 196ft). 
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wlth an 4tere4 sat of ve1uas fmltt,.nsfbl• to ••'• political s•lv•tlon 

In the contemporary world of progr•ss and ~r. And Marlawe•s reJection 

Of the ordered theocentttc world-v••w soe~~~s to ftnd expreuJon ht the 

¥ery nat~f'9 and dtspOtftron of l\IJ dti•f ,rotQOflf•tt: tha Athitt, 

the Scythl• sMp~tar4, _. dMl ,_ ratpc.'IIMlt.t• fer ap1e4ift$ ttte .ayth 

of -.4i•v•1 Chtflti•lty., tf • .u sON cf"Jtlu aug,..t. D• I!!!Jl!!!t 

r.taW. •rivas t.,. fn'lll the .,.nntty ,_.,,_. portr.yt1 of tM .,_ 

than ft011 $haka,.are•s dtM91., ton• QCI htt.fttton. Mart._ Hf 

ct.MU~ed theGc•trlc Christt•tty t~ tJwa u. .. of tM Jew, •4 

Shalcft,..,. was tnt•ftt ..,. re-eff lntlng Itt yet_. "'""9h the .._ 

... t ·~ tytlbol •• 

Of et-.t ~~ hillf'Ot'tMCe la dt•t lagvltbllitJ be~ the 

n~tt•r• of the ptetegonlsta ln Utese wo p1•ys ta the t•se of tociety 

that Ndl dr.at ltt pretPts. Marl-.•• Malta. •t U. cross,... of 

th• Hedtt•rr~. • s-otra,hlCJll ahf'"'POiftt fer ·th• CMf'11PtiM t1ld 

OJq:J1oltet ion of • ..,.,.., cantiMAts, is popl.lhltU ..., Uftt-efl~Jtvl.- 1M 

~tortiGMry hypacritea. tt is • tociety very Hk4l len Jonl0ft 1 t t., 
' 

V• i ee, ftre dOg -~tat dog ..r 'IU..._ .. , pr~t upen se~s- .. • 

ln. c.rttica1 ,ohat of ~~- lllhicta ••iat• ~~ Sbyloelf. WH iateHtMI 
u • s'Y'!'Pa.thettc ,.,,y to MarfQilltl't tnti ... S.itic po.rtt•lt ...., 
to .. to Mls• t"- •••w tal aatw• of these bO .-. Md Ute 
fvncUG~t they ,...,.,. in thif' r.s~t fV. playt. 'f1Us ls, IMw•w•r • 
t"- cOftftftt iOM1 view •dOptM by , .. Aasle-Jwtth eritl(;t h!JtMt 
• ~tag "-'lowiaa ut1~-ittsa in fevour of the s-,.,.th.th~ 
f'MI.M of ..._.,..,... A f•irty NP.-...ntat1v. Ju•9JIIoMt it tut 
Of Or. Ph t Hpso.u 

•un•t• ts •11 tk cftff ... ~ ~ wrtt .. J k..._ the two ;lays 
tAet can M t_,lned as Mitt ma ....... a frightful M4 
ht ... c•rleatwre. •td\ Mer·t .. •a Jtlrl it, ttm1 • ktoic , 
lat-.ety ·~ic fitut"*. prou•, -., • .-t t ••• rlstAt _,.,. 
to gre,.ut, , ... •• ~r••• Jew t•.u• 

thi4 Phil fpsOD, lht m '!. t.url i!b fl&t.il! (.., York: tt.o. 
tU1), pp. 37·,8. 
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Heel you Meft as wJsa u bold .. 
Young In 1 illbs. in Ju4Fent ol4, 
Youf' answer had not been i n•m'O U 1 d. • 1 
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Shyl<»ck Is th• Hying exemplar of this MOral, th uea~rton Death" 

infe~ting tbe age. the ~y-.thic; tA ~tion. To Mntimentall&a th• 

Jfw lt to •tMOAulve of hi• function in th ~. To r...S tht pt~ 

a • set Jr. en QarhtiM hypocrisy fJ to ov.rtook tfte trtuapha1 

Qlt.tYr•t ion of Chri•t falty ov.r its trldwcer Md tho ~tr4Kt am. of 

rld\6 ov.r tu cott'iUpt • 

.._.. ~eMOt, of ~"•• ..-ct • un'"t•tty of opl,.fon ~9 

stt.-pe•r..,_ crltict; kt • objectivity of J~t IIWSt surely 

accruia~• ln that upect of the dr..a whtd\ r•aiftt tortJtentfy lft4 

CG~~tlst ntly vahtel•.. alot so" hlwev•t, wtth l),t !!Uf!!.nt If !!liB• 

C.-lt iel• ha glven f' fse to vel_., of pOl•ic.Hy c:onvhtc:htg ar~tt 

advocfttrag ccnptetety Mtithett~t t•••Unp of dta ''"Y ... ,.._,tnttso 

d iven. • to east -..t u.pcn tftttt r be fnt c•tred in tfla .... ...Oy. 

'I'M Mntf-.t•l htalftitafi~~ti• of th• .. tly l9dt CMtury, for tftst•~• 

~tw.d of • Shytock •wr. than half • Chl'tstt.-•, Mu1ltt•s l..,. 
of • Jtlw _,. • tftMCI •ta h'ist th"' •inn t.-su 

••• our .,...tttl•[lle -~of -..•s 8hytoc~ IIUch 
.,tuer witt. hi• U.. wlth his ••rn. "- t• t ln 
ttlt vfut; they .,. t.ypocrltet tn tMir vtrtu•. 

And the liON ..,t fomtl ty fet'Ufut COnt iM"t•t loftlaftt ftJ •••~ 

_,..,.,._ty •los-tic attftu4u. ttantfonnint the fll.wr htto • httat•d 

daf .. •• of pen•uted Jwty~ Thus Hehw: 

n.. pi~ ltlght .._ ...... ••t•-r• Oft Cltf'llti.ity, ·~-­
$byloek'• ._t.- •r:• tt•nt•y NW\Jty to unla• 1\is thoes.J 
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Rubl E. M. Ca1lsdt. s IaHarly, censt•rt the dr-.. ••u-.tctt .. but 

for WhOlly dtff•rent rtatOfta: 

It is th• tr•s-dY ffi- H¥•7 not of M indhd4uat, but ~ t"­
~tury .... ndurlfll ti•t f l•tTon and lttsult te • who1• people, 
the tragedy of the ~t•d cthrepresentat lon of their tlf• 
and character, of th.e f•sten ing upon them of f erwl Jy fa be 
,._, ..,d m41kfng it o by"'WWrd end a r~roach. 

11\it parth:~l•r school Is gener•lty ean~rf*f wJttl ohtatfnt tM 

.. .,_,~, .. of Shylm by •tt-.tint to tits~ hit p.s·vcbologlcal 

\letkHy.a 6r' wtth rejeettnv tha ,lay «*PI•t•lY at .. t.._ wu-.t 

farrago of rtOftMA•• ._, *vSMd ltJ the wlt of IIM.uJ 

tiV 

ttor Is tt. •t•"""t•torv of ue Sh.vtock tot• eny •r• •cUfytae 

hs tn 11tt_,t to _.rst..t the .,._, '•' Mt\1,. of •~ttMt '* tft.t 
.. ._,_,. dr•.'' 1'be ciNtbty torlou. mel lee 1M UY'~Qry of Chatl• 

Medtt h• in tt-. 17'f0• gaye way to l(eM•• ao..t1c portrtY•l 4»1 the...,. 

of Serrw~ .. ttMt 'tt.,.""CCIUClt.,.,an ~ .._, ftt•s crlth~i... lrvlnt 

plaY*f ttl• patt; wtt.h at-.t Dftr•leM ditftltYt a.rbohla Tr• with t'­
frentic psttadotlon• of • MU.n>tt.,.Hy ..otlotlal .sew. Arll•• 

inte11•¢tutUy. end ltel~ wtth pas•lona~ fntesrty.'t Apett. pet"Npt, 

fr• M•l•t few oth.,. SMbs,..reM roJ•s •it of tvdt lnfJnlte 

dt~ert Hy aACI vat" lety of stapt•lttterprataUOR • tot ,., other roles 

u. ~of so ~MAy lllblguitl••· tut ttter• is, tt ..-. to •• 

• ,.., .. 1ft which Shylock transetndl t\it i~Wtt c.ontr.clt~tion• fn a 

COMpteJt , .. ,. ~ h:ta ··~ an ot.krs ... ... i .... wh idl ... .... • ... 

ff'fiM -v t~hal ~ittWt thM fr• • t:luh of ~flfctiq v•lun 

wlthht • fr .... rk of ChrlJtiM t"-logy. Th• • ...._,. cr'ittAl approach 

-"Tch. 'n th4t put ,., ct.eMs, "- t"e-4trNt..S attMtlon •r• 

s~tffeaUy «t the ........ of ltt•r•ture Md lts feM ... ~ .. to 

r~•• • cC~~Ptctx netwrk of a£bliul 1Uu•tons in thit t~tio're •f 

le. 1. tai4$Ch, p. "· 

2s... for lnstMce 1 G. fr '"'_., 1 Sh~! f!!d tp e (loft .. : 
•~ ttoutledte l SOns, 1911): •uSMJt..,..,e • treate•t .,,., H• 
fn h!s tell\PI•t• f•l lure to Uftdtat•tt•d the true Mtvr. of • ••• 
heart act aout. •n (p. 18). 

'"· J .. ...... p. 7$ .. 

,.ot a det-aHed sta-ge.., is tory of Shylock, we totr~ Lelyvel4, 
!!JJ!!k ~~the St•u (tl•velend, thfo: Western ft".-rv• Unfv.nfty 
PNSt, t}. :Also, J.ft. lrown. •tnt• ll .. tlaatton of Sl'tytoek." 
Julx Sh.X..f?!!r,, thep. tl. 
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The Herehant of Venice which looks beyond the pur~ly narrative context 

with !ts Jewish-Gent i le 'ssues towards the metaphysics behind the canedy. 

And an appreciatton of these met•phy5i~s surely obviates the necessity 

of siding with either Or. Philipson or Dr. Celis<.:h in the perrenial 
~ 

ylj -
debato on the merits of Sh-'<espeare•s Jewish portraiture. 

The medieval basis of comic foMm - tbat movem.nt from d1stress 

to joy. from the f'all of man to his S•lvatlon In thritlt ... prefigured 

• 8e1tiflc Vision which, for the Christ ian H~nilt of the Middle Ages, 

embodied the sMpe of ult iHte reel i ty. H wts the D '" lne Comedy 

celebrated by the Passion Pl1y1 and Mystery tycles in which the basic 

~on~epts of Sin, Judgment, and S.lvat on not only suppl!ed tho metaphysics 

for this powerful body of drama, but perpetuated a framework of univer$11 

symbol•sm upon wh ich the structure of 1\enaissant:e dr.a could be re1red. 

The theologie~l themes of the e•rlier drama- Cbti$t•! Incarnation, P•ssion, 

end deseent into Hell tnd their conCOMitant emphas11s on the real ity of 

sin, the fear of God•s Justice~ .nd fatten humanity's fteed for mercy~ 

provtded a vI tal and eons it tent mythology for the El iz~bethen audience 

imbued wlth the Mlr~dc and Moro1ity tradition, a mythology of comMOnly 

held beltefs which seemed to have survived the progr•ss toward$ • more 

secul•r society. for despite tho sec:uter exterior of S~kesp•are•s 

comedy, Its internal organiz•t !OA is finnly est•blished upon the medie~al 

foundations of Christ ian belief, givlng to~. depth and universal 

significance to the particularities of a compltcated plot. Shakespeare, 

in other words, was working opon two dist inct levels of significence 

both implicit i n tho same bas [e set of circUMstance$: the God-level 

and the human. allegorical and literal. For tf the Renaissance still 

mainta ined a dose contact with the theological tred it ion of tho Mtddle 

Ages. it also lnh~rited Its allegori~~• ~st of mind • that ability to 

draw "simultaneous meaning5 on perallel planes of experience";' and 

in The Merchant of V&nlce, more than any other of hi s comedies, Sh•kespeare -
1H. Cogh f 11, 11The B·n is of Shakespearean Comedy.,., ~ssay~ and Stu~ i~'.• 

111 (195()}, p. 1]. 
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seems to have employed allegory not only to enrich the pertieular 

dranatic situation, but also to relate the 5ecuhrized Renarssence 

figures to the theolog it:al strwcture of the Chr i$t ian un iverse, I inking 

his drametls personae wi th the great met'Physical force5 that control 

the destiny of Mankind. 

A 1 though The Merchant c I ear 1 y -der t ves , as I h•v• indicated, 

from the genre of the ~surer-play, Shek.speare seems to have employed 

this traditionl1 dramatl~ form In • wholly origfna1 manner, using the 

contemporary economl~ eri5is as a type of uobjec.tive correhrt rve" for 

a moral allegory about basic Christi.,. values -an aUegory in .... ieh 

the Jew hu a sign if ican~ b~yond that of e mere ceot~omic: SY'ftbol. On 

the purely litera1 1eve1 1 of eour1e, the play d~ts with the acquisitive 

attitude thet wes wrecking the traditional ve1uet of the ••rfy 16th 

Century. On the allegorical level. however . this econOMi~ d11emma 

re•lnterprets itself r&adily in ta~5 of Chrlstl.n theology; for the 

whole conception of sin and s•lvatian in Western thrl$tendom 1S 

trad it iona 11y t .-eated of in ternq of .,onoml e lmagory - the very word 

uredemptioRu. in its otymolog¥ce1 tense. Jfgnifying a .. buying batk" or 

economic. term I no logy dates baek to the GoJ~n lepnd of the 13th Century 

where it finds Its most ~pJicit expression: 

£v• toOk of the fiend sin by bor~ing by usuryj (seith St. Austin) 
and wrote an obligatlon. She l•ld ~t for pledge 1 and tile usury 
r s augme~ted, and grew unto •11 the reMnant of tht ll nnge. Then 
took Eve of the flend sin. when against the camtandntent she 
consented to h lm. She wrt)te the ob l igat ton when she put her hancd 
to the tree agalttst the defence of God. She de1 ivered pledge 
when she made Adam to content to the $ !n, and thus th• usury grew 
and augmented unto the remaInder of el J the I i neage. l 

The thlological assoe ations imp1icit •n the economic im.gery of 

The Merehant of Veniee must surely have be$n familiar to the Elizabethan 

audience through count1e!s sennons and commentartes which utilized the 

identical figures end tropes - es, for example, Tn lance1ot Andrewes• 

Ch r t s tmas sermon of 1609: 

lJ. de Voragine (fl. 1270). The Go1don Legend, trans. w•lllem taxton 
(1~3), ed. F.S. Ellis (TeMple Cl•ts·ca Serles• London: Dent. 
1900) , I. 79..SO. 



For Jf on~ be ln debt and danger of the law. to hav• a brother 
of the $Dme blood •• • wlll little avail hi~~ e~ept he will 
abo come Hunder the 1aw'1, that ls, become his surety and 
undertake for him. And such was our estate. As d~tors we 
were by virtue of ch i,ro51raphum con1ra, nos t "tho han6.-/rl t ing 
that was against uS". Whldt was our bond and we had forfeited 
it •••• Therefore He[Chr rst_lbecame bound for us also, 
entered bond anew, took on him not only our n~ture but our 
debt. o~r nature .od eondltlon both • ••• He had Hfs nane 
given Him• the name of Jesus, a Saviour. For then took He 
on Him the obligat on to sav• us. And • • • at His Pesslon 
He paid even to the full; and ~v ing paid it. ~···~it eh i ro• 
sr.aphU!!!a,. 0 eance 11 ed the sentence of the Law'' t •t t i' I then 
was of record and atood rn fu11 forte agatnst u$.1 

Re-Inforced and p~!rhaps even generated by images of ndebt", "bond*', 

fl3 

ul.aw'', ttsurety", and uobligation11 on the literal ltwe1. t he theologl,al 

overtonos tn The Merchant of Venice become Cl)(p1 ieft on the a11egoric.al 

plane. ~11 ing tc mtnd the tnwnemorlal tnyth of Mankin-d's fa1f .nd 

redemption that underlies tho Christian drama of the Hlddl- Ages: 

AdaM. th~ugh his si~, hed subjected all humanity to the Oevil's bondage; 

but Christ. tekfng man's dabt upon hi~etf, had ntdfemed the sJnful 

~btors from the bond of dR'tat lon; and wtlen. on the Oey of JudSJMtnt, 

the Devil comes to claim the sou1 of Nn tn accordanee with trns strict 

legality of h!s bond, Christ h•s but to plead the eaneellatlon cf 

hunan l ty' s debz. with • perf•et Just ice th•t Is also • perfeet mercy. 

A network ef eorresponden~ between the •l1e~r lca1 and litereJ 

levels Immediately estebllshet ltaolft a system of an-eogical mirrors 

which reflects the thootogi cal fs$ues with!n the secu1ar ~etion: Shylock, 

craving the Law and demandtng the penalty and forfeH of his bond. 
t'-

funct tons as the archetypal Ev i 1 to whom Hank lnd J s bound thro~,~gh 1 in; 

lananio is Everytmtn In Ran4lssance dress .. the riotous, pleasure .. h)Vfng 

rake who draws up a contract wi th the Oevil by borrowing on usury; 

Antonio, by pledging hrs life for the fulfilment of the obligatlon, stands 

as a Chris : figure assuming the debt of Mankind and satisfyin~ the claims 

of D tv fne Just. I cej and PortIa,. wl thin th l s context, combines the i""ges 

of "Mary, ~ther of Mercie"• the morality figure of the E5th Psahn. or 

lAndrewes, Se~s of the N•tivlty (Oxford: Parker, 1841), 
•• 79~80. 



(as Sir 1sre.1 QoJlanez suggcstsl) the principle of Salvation, 

fair~ and (fairer thtn that word)l 
Of wondrous virtues. 2 
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And nol only the •llegor leal technIque of the Middle Agos, but the 

very form and stru~ture of the medieval drams provides The Herchant of 

Veni~• with Its eltmec.tic episodes. The trial scene, in particular, 

re~tSfles to~ Ingenious transfo~atton of the old M1racle end 

entire dramatic framework deriving from tho Day of Judgmont play in 

the Mystery Cycles, and from Its dose equfva1ent in t he tater morality 

drama ... the he•venty debate betwean Jus tl('e and Mercy, th~ two daughter$ 

of God. over the destiny of' Monktnd's soul. I 1: !s with In this context 

of thrlstian allegory that the lm.go of the Jew gains en added 

stgn ifieanoe -an allegory In which Shylock comes to symbolize not only 

the Judaic spirit in open ~onfliet with the Christian. but the stri~t 

legality of Old Lew Ju&tice at odd$ with :he forgiving spirit of New 

~ Mer~y. tt is this •ssentlalJy theological Image which Shakespeere 

seeMs to h~e Imposed wi t h such o~!g!nality upon the tradjt onet Image 

of the Jewish \!surer. 

______ .......... ..,.. ....... _....,_,... ........... .., ____ ... ..,._...,.. 

The prJfttlple opcrattng in the Doomtday scene' whith provide 

lQoJlancz. Allegory and Mysticism in ShekesP!!re. The ellegorlc•l 
enalysls and in{erprotation of The Merchant was in! : ioted by Sir 
Israel as early as 1916 • .Od ~y critics, in more recent yeors, 
seem .o have follow.d sui • Mo~t no"able among these are: 
M. toghiH, ••rhe Batls of Shakospearean Comedy', Essays and Srudles, 

II t (l9SO). 
Mono r Matthew$, Character and S§bol in Shake.SP!8f"!' s Pla'ls 

(Cambridge: U.P.,19 ). 
H.D.H. Parker, The Sl~ve of L l fe (London: Chatto and Windus, 1955). 
B.K. Lewalskt. "B ibl teal Allusion and Allcgru-y in 'The Merchant of 

V~lce, 111Shakespeare Q.uarterly, Xlll, No. 3. (St.lm'.or , 
1962). 

ZHerchant, I. l. 162-63. 



tho cl !m~x to the mediev~l Mystery Cycles is that principle of 

"measure for measure" wh l ch Christ had preached upon the Mount: 

Judge not, that y& be not Judged. for with what J u.dgment 
ye ju-dge. ye shall be judged: ar1d wl th whot measure ye 
mete, It shell be measured to you agatn.l 

And the dlelogue ln the play of the La&t Judgment Is nearly always 

based upon thnt passage in Mst rnew where Christ metes out mercy to 

those vllo have pr~t I ted the Deeds of Mercy. and rigOrous ju$t ice ~o 

those who hav4 violated them.2 This doetrifte ls essential to a 

\15 

pFOper underat~dlng of the nature of Chriatian mercy l" the clima~tic 

trial scene of The n2rc~ant of yenloe. and fonms the very e$sen~ of 

Portta•s plea tQ ~ he vengeful Shylock: 

o o o therefore Jew~he warnl h i~. 
Though justlce be thy plea, consider th is, 
That tn the course of Just i ~e. none of \IS 

ShOuld see aalvatfon: we do pr•y for mercyt 
And tft•; same prayer,. doth teach u~ a 11 to ren~r 
The d~ds of mercy.3 

Thoro seems 1lt t le need, howavor. for Port i e to enumerate these udee~s 

of mercyn. The El izabethan audlence mus t s urcsly h.ave been sufflciently 

aware of this fundamental doc t rine of Chri&tlan ecnduct for Shakespeare 

to have taken i _ for grented; for lt f indt constent re-statemen;· in 

the Hlracle and Koralfty tradltlon from whi£h The Merchant seems to 

derive - fr~ ths Doomsday scene of the Passton plays, to the ethfee1 

debate CIIDOng the f)eughters of God in the "Part tameni of Heevenu 

t radition: 

Tho seven deeds of Hercy whoso hath used 
To fo1fil ~ t he hungry for to gfve meat , 
Or dr ink t o •ho thirsty; t o the naked ve! tvre, 
The poor or the p i lgr im for to fotch, 
Or thy nolghbour that heth n4ad; 
Whoso doth morGy to h ls might 
To the sick or them ln prison pyt, 
He doth to me: t shall hfM quJt4 Heaven's btls!l Slall be h is mo~d. 

1Ha tthew 7: 1-2. 

2~trhew 25: )l-46, 

3,_rdlen t , 1V. i. 193-98. 

4Q.uoted by Honor Mot 1 hews. p. 80. 
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This :s God'$ f;n~t verdict in ' he Judgn1ent scene of The Cestle of 

Per~cverence (mfd-1Sth Century) - and these same rules of conduct 1re 

•~cmpl!fiod, not only in tho trial scene, but in nearly every aspect 

of he Shylock-Ant·on io opposition In 1he play . The ex•entt however, 

to which Antonio main:ain$ these deeds of mercy is paralleled only 

by the extent to which Shylock violates them. Th!s bas1c ~n tlthesis 

(as Miss Lewalski .suggests) 1 is erysi·a1llzed In the images of 

uventuring" ano "thrift .. - the first subsum:ng tt11 Antonio's ac ts of 

magnanimity, thet willingness to risk both postesslons and l ife in the 

cause of friendship; and th second including all t hat Is mtserly in 

Shy lo<:.k. is 1n antithesis which appears R)C)St markedly In the 

business ethics and economic moral ity of these two major protegonlsts, 

particularly where their ethic! relafe to the perfo~anee of the 

paramount Deed of 11ercy - the of helping Cine's neighbour in nee.d. 

ft is in this area, as I have alre.dy pointed our *2 th<tt the charitable 

lending of Antonio come& Into o~en conflict with the usury of Shylock~ 

Christ ian generosIty agaInst the "Jewish'' profit "ifttt ive. 

Quite apart from his usury. woreover, Shylock desecrates as 

many of the Deed~ of Mercy •s the dramati~ circumstances of the play 

pe~it, reflecting his uncherlty in every aspe~t of his relationsh ip 

wtth the other dreMatis personae . 

• • • my Nster's a very Jew Lcomplains hls servant , lr~unce lot 
Gobb<!) ••• • t em famlsh'd ln h:fs servlc:o. You may tell 
every finger I have wlt.h my ribs.3 

It is this begrudging attitude wh~ch charac.terizes the Jew 1 that 

concern wlth the retention ~1 his worldly posse5slons which finds 

expres1 ton in hIs proverb i a 1 admon i shmcnt -t o Jess lea: 

Fa!t binrl, f•st find, -
A proverb never stale in thrifty ~ind.4 

llewslskl, p. 329. 

2see Chapter Ill: pp! 74-76. 

3Merchant, II . fi. to0-103. 

~rchent, tt. v. 53~54. 



aut his misorliness and thrift ar~ inflni•ely less heinous than the 

obsessive, elmost nevro· ic hatred he nourishes against Antonio, the 

111erchant whose Chrlst1an charity ,; rove~ so ruinou~ L"O the rate of 

interest on the Rialto: 

How like a fawning publican he looks! 
I hate him for he is a Christian: 
But moret for thet in low al~pllc•ty 
He lends out money gratis, and brings down 
The rate of u~nce here with us in Venice. 
If I c&n c~teh him once upon rhe h1p, 
I will f~~~ fat the ancient grudge I bear him. 
He hDtes our ~aered nat lon, and he rails 
(Even there Where merchan~s most do congreg•te) 
On me, my bargains, and my well-won thrift, 
Which he ca~ls inicrest: 'ur1 d bo my tribe 
tf I forg•vo h lrn! 
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Phariselcally setf~a$surorl boneath the prote~tlve f•cnde of his sac red 

nation, he feels himself at liberty to despise An.onlo's magnanimity, 

suporc;il1ously rational !zing it as HJow simplicity" and ~f.wnin~1" • 

and the racial issue is explicitly subordinated in hi~ mind to the economic, 

while hI$ v 1nd iethe desl re 'or rev$nge is clearly rool'ed in the oppos l t. ron 

between two ~t:lthetl c<Jl money-ethfcs rather than in any Jewish-Gentile 

an <- agonlsm. Hatred is the dictum by which he lives; bu• Shylock. standing 

On hiS Jcwishness and &~duc!ng the variOUS religiOUS difference5 between 

Antonio ~nd himself, seems i1togically to rationalize .he essen ially 

ec:onomlc grounds of h as hatred for An·onlo by elevattng thent to a moral, 

racial lssu . His hatred CGnnoi be justified on purely rel :gious grounds. 

In doing so he merely prost i u·es his faith by using •t as a pro;ec:tTve 

shield againit the Chrlsl 1an community in which he finds himself. It Is 

• frequent'y hostile tocrtnun• · Y ~nd An~onlo, odma;_ cdly, contributes in 

no smal t mea ... ure to the nos L i 1 it y of Shylock • s cnv i roomen ~ : 

• •• he hoi..h d i sgrac' d me ~omp lains ShylocV, and h i r.d 'red me 
half a million, la~gh ' d at my losse$ 1 mock'd at my gains, 
scorned my nation, thwarted my bargains, cooled my fr:ends~ 
heated mtnc enemies, -and what 's his reason? I am a Jew.~ 

Again the 3ttcmpt to Incrimtnate Antonio as an anti-Semi !e. Yet It is 

quite clear from their conversations that Antonio hates tho Jew not as 

1Harchan. ~ I. l i l. 36-47. 

2Merchant, l t I. i. L•B-52. 
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HJew11
• but as the symbol of everything tm..Christ:ian: the greedy 

acqvtsltive attitude, th~ spirit of un~•rity. and the br~eder of barren 

moo tal. 

Even Shy1ock•s revenge is rattonalfzad on religious grounds-

a spectous attefflPt to juJtlfy his m.llee by charging the Chrtatian so~rety 

with villainy against the Jews ln generat: 

If a Jew wron9 a Chrlstlen, what Is his hYm1llty? revenge! 
If a Christ Jen wrong a Jew, what should his sufferanee be 
by Christ ian eKemp le? .. why revenge! The vi Ha iny you 
teach me I will executet and it shall go hard but I will 
better the Inst ruction. 

This rationallzatfon, of course. ts gfven the lfe by Antonio's 

Christian example wt the trial, when the table$ ere turned on Shylock 

ond retali ation is pla<".&d in the other's het1d1; for although Shylock 

presses him to the point of death. Antonto•s humlllty is not revenge. 

Forglvene5s rrans~ends vindictiveness, tho tplrlt of the New lew triumphing 

over that of 1he Old. 

Th i s "1 am a Jewn speech, t~areover , 11 the s t I ng in r he seorp ion • s 

tall -the venomous end of a lengthy argument whtch misguided critical 

a speeeh whleh b-eg.tns wlth a 'Snarl of purely arbttrary vindictiveness 

( 11To belt flsh wtthalu), which davelops lnto a charge of H log·i cally 

argued ant t -Semi t Ism ( 11 ... ~ what • s hIs reason? I am a Jew'') , and then 

bursts into ' hat mos r seemingly pathetic of passages; 

•• • hath not a Jew eyes? hath not a Jew hands. organs, 
dimension$. senses, aff•ctlonl, p•sstons? fed wlth the 
some food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same 
disuses, healed by the s._ means, warmed and cooled by the 
same winter and stmMr as • Chrlstian is? ... If you prick us 
do we not bJeed? If you tickle us do we not l•ugh? If you 
polson us do we not dle1 

And then the cl tmac:t ie rat lonale Peh lnd h 1 s argulllent: 

and ff you wrong ~s shalf we not revenge? - tf we are like 
you iA the rest. we will resemble you fn that. If • Jew 
wrong a Christian ••• 2 

The emotive eloqu~c:e of Shylo.ek t s di re¢ted not towards a jwt lf ic•t ion 

of his race, but of hi$ vtngeaAee ~ an extended and finely phrased 

sy11ogi~ which posfts as Its major premise that Jews resemble Christians 

'Merchant , t t I. l. 62-66. 

2Merchent, Ill. l . 4S ff. 
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in all hunan respects; a-s its minor premi se , that Christians avenge 

themselves for wrongs &~ffered; as lts conclusion, th•t Jews are 

similar ly entitled to rsvenge. To lsolate and tentimenta1tzo •ny one 

part lcular element of tho sy11oghm is to mhconee tve of Shakespeare's 

treatment of the Jew. 

Not a word~s E.E. S oll pofn: s outjTis put fn for the nobler 
sIde of the Jowtsh cn.rac;ter; and in tendJng Shylock his 
eloquence sn.kespeare is but giving the devil his due.' 

If Shylo~k 15 a humanize~ portrayal of tho Jtw. he ls humanized IS lago 

i&, or !dmund the bastard - a h~ity whtch serves to Jn enslfy the 

clangor of the t\enaittsanc-e devil, making hfs evil of sertous and 

threaten lng import. Moreover. es eessan io remarks: 

There Is no vice to simple, but assume$ 
Some •ark of virtue on his outward parts .2 

..,d so it. Is with Shyloc:k•s professed tunanlty, a hwntnlty nine partt 

hypocrisy and on. pert self.-pity. a simple vtce concealed beneath • 

virtuous fac.df; of Judecism on the one hand end • profcu ton of Christian 

kindnesJ on the other . But ~Y manipulating these ou~ ward virtues to 

5erve his vengeful ends he not onty 4esecrete• the values he so 

hypocritlcalty professes. but makes the evil all the more invidfou$. 

Shylock's moral being by emph.ulsing the dfsparfty bet~ appeeranee 

and f'ea 11 ty: 

An evll soul producing holy witness 
ts like • vi OoJft wt~-h a sm!J fng cheek, 
A goodly apple rotten at th• heart. 
0 what a· goodly outside. fabehood hath!3 

And Shyl~k's humantty Is of thl5 very nature H the smllfrtg ~heek on 

the vilJalno~s face, the goodly outside maskfng his hypocrlty. Feedlng 

fat tile grudge he heart Antonio, with vengeant4 rank I tng in his heart, 

he smiles and offers "kindness": 

f WOtJld be friends wlth. you, Md have your love, 
Forget th• sh.mes that you h.ve staJn'd me with. 

'sto1t. p. 19. 

2~tarc:han t , t II . t i . 8 I -82 . 

3tterdtant, I • II i. 94 .. 97. 



Supply your present wants, an-d take M tloi t 
Of usance for my moneys, Qfld you'll not.. hMr me, -
This ts kind t offer.l 

And the fa1sity fn the offer Is in ensifted in the irony of the pun -

UJcfnd'' ... which Sh*es))bare pl•ys upon. tn verfous mut•tTon$ for the 
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rema J n~r of the scene. h Is the "k tndnoss•• of the Jew. h J' net-ur4 I 

propenstties. ~Jc:h geMratft the irony, lngenlously reversing the true 

sense of the word; for Shylock's ukJndu ... at his sol loquy hes already 

lndfeeted- i$ dangerous and vindictive; and the Ettz.oethan audience 

corroborated by the bond of f1e•h. tt ls an OMinous ~~•ne, the tre.ehery 

emanating from tM ironlu rn the. language fts•lf and Nking Antonlo'J 

gull tbst tty alt tM tnor• disastrous: 

Antonio: Hie tt\M gentle Jew. 
The HebYew wJ11 turn Chrrstiant ho growt kin<.l. 

8astanio: I llke not fefr terM$, and a vftialn 1s mind.2 

Sentimental crttletsm, tt ~~ems to me. fall~ to take account 

of thfs essentiet con:r4dtctton in Shy1oek's nature ·the disparlty 

betwe.n hl$ fatr te~s and hlt Mali~ious fntonttons. a dfsparJty which 

constitutes one of the governfng Ideas in t he play. The familiar 

as e mejor e lement in Shakespe.are•s portrayal .of Shylock - th• goodly 

apple rotten at the core - and hJs Inherent ambiguity seems to ~rive 

from thl$ basic ton' redittlon fn hfs psychology. The IGfmont ~isodes. 

·~eems••, the false end the true, end the chronle tnabllity of menkln~ to 

disUnguJsh between them. In hl010nt lt ts • qu.stlon of true and false 

veluos; but the va1•s •ro nevertheless tho$e of t~ new economh: society; 

and there is. r ~ s~s. an essentt•l lnterreationship between the two 

tPparentty dissociated worlds of the pt-v -one whi~h serveJ, on the 

atJegorl~l teve1, to weld the play into a unity so tight that the Prlncos 

of Arragon and Horoc~o appear as man tfestat ions of the Shy1oc::kian apt rJ i: 

1Herehant, I. fli. t)4~t38. 

2Mer(han~, I. i l t. 173 ... 17;. 
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in different forms. tor the morel &ltern•ti~n offerad to Shylock Oft 

tho Venetian Rial:o ~d the court of low are paralleled and ro-inforeed 

fn :he more spiritual world of Belmont, Por 1.ia's caskets clearly 

symbolizing the choiee between spiritual 11fe or de.th; end those suitors 

who choose felsely M rve to heighten ~nd inr..ensiryithe moral corruption 
I 
{\. 

of ihc Jew. 

The :wo distinct elements of the comedy. of cour~e. deri~e 

tram wholly diff erert sources ... the Venetian ~cenes t•Hh their npound 

of flesh" plot frau t l Pecorone.- a romanco of the hal ian Renaissance; 

and the casket episodes from an earl i•r work of the 13th Century, the 

Ge~ta Romanorum.l But Shekospeare's use of hi~ sources is less 

illt~inating than the extent to which he went beyond them; for Jn order 

to elevate both themes to a canwnon denominator he seernGd ob1 iged to 

•llegorizo tho secular and medtevaJlze the Renai!san~e aspects of the 

• novell~, end by ~o doing ingeniously re-inforced the mutual inter-

dep0ndenee of the two separate parts. The Ges ta appare11~·l y eonta i ned 

Its own bu 11 t-In allegory, and an lnvestiget ion of its appended umorall" 

does ~ch to illuminate the entire met4physicet structure of the e~sket 

scenes ~d the allegortca1 framework of the play In general. It concerns 

a young maiden wflo-se worthiness to wed the Emperor's son depends upon 

her choice of cne of three caskets placed before her. The allegory i& 

oxpJarned as follows: 

The Emperour sheweth thls Hayden three vessetls, that is to 
say . God pun eth be. fore man 1 t fe &. death • good and eu i 11 , "' 
wh i ch of th•se he cho0$eth hee s ha 11 obt •I ne. • • • 8 y the 
f r rs t vesse ll of go I de f u Jl of dead monnes bones we sha t1 
vnderst~nd 50flle worldly men, both mlghtlc INln 5- riche, 
whtch outwardly shine as golde In ridkos and pomps of thlt 
world. • • • By the second veue 11 of s il u.af' we ought to 
vnderstand sane Just fees s. wise men of thIs world wh lch 
shine in faire speech but wl~hin they be full of wormes and 
earth, t~t is to saye. theyr faire speach shall auatlo 
them no more at the day of Tudgement~ than wormes of 
arth •••• By the thIrd ~esse II of lead full of golde 
and precious stones, we ought to vnderstand a simple tlfe 
and poore., wh l ch the choson men ch~e, that they taay be 
wedded to our ble~~~d torde Jes~ Christ by humilitle and 
obeysanc •• 2 

lvtde G. &ul1ough. Narrative and Orematl c Sources of Shakeseear• 
(London: koutle<tge anct Keg.n Paul, l9Sn, l. 41l5·St4. 

2v Ide The Merchant of Von ice. ed. J.R. Brown. (Mew Arden edt t fon; 
London: ~th\J$n. 1§61), 'Appendix V: p. 174. 
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The ma-lden clearly represents the human soul tn $e.trch of salvation~ 

the Emperor God. end Christ His Son. This was the .altogorical 

122 

substrat \ft which Shakespeare butlt into ]Jte, H!reh~nt of,Venite .. Bassanlo 

assumlng a~ Evervm-n significance, Portia that of Grace Dieu (es 

8oHancx has J t) * .,nd her suitors .. t ike Shylock - represente > ives of the 

money~thtc. the worldly and the rJch. shining in fafr speech bvt fuJI 

of worms and earth. tndtted. the whole point of the casket ep i so<fes 

seems to indicate 1he ext.nt tO whieh the money values hav~ infected the 

Morocco. for¢ed to choose, svceumbs to the glitlering extertor 

of the golden casket. confusing P0ttta•s true value with that of gt lcted 

show; and his choice. is determined by an arithmetical c:alcu.tat.lon of 

relative velues - that morally chaotic oomputatiGn Which was the tragic 

error of King Leflr: 

Or sh•lt t think ln sliver she's immur'd 
8eing um tfmes ~mdorvotued to try'd gold? 
0 • inful though~~ t 

8ut hfs -eeleulatlons ar• err~s.. Hi5 choice is tne W4Y to fPirftual 

death, as the symbol of the sk\lH It\ the casket and l ts m<>r•l leu.on 

inform hiJR. And it h $1gnlfiut!lt th•t the scenf) which follows Moroeco•s 

moral f•ilure -eqntains the report of Sttylo~k·~ garbled crtes for his 

da:u-gttt•r 4nd h i s duuts , • s lm ilar conf us Jon of human and f t ttanc 11 I 

worth. (Ito lass slgnlfieant is Portia•s COillmCant on the departing •nd 

def.,.ted Morocco: 

A gentl• riddance, .. draw the curNdns, go, ... 
Let afJ of h!s comploxion choose me so.2 

N<>t even in 8etmont ls the preJtnfice .againG.t t.l'!-e uranger or the 

colourod or the Semite wh"'HY abjured. Her attftude, indeed, l()Ok$ 

fo,..rd to that of lrabantio confronted by his Moorldt son - ln - haw.) 

tf the got <fen <;•ket syttbot fzes tht -:.orrupt ibl t l t y of outw.erd 

wea tth, then the s tlver ee&ket ... in terms of the morel a 11 egory -

represents the hypoc.r it ica1 preteftte of righteoosness wh idt Is the 

cl\otee of thoto wtlo ush fne Jn faire spe~h" .. like the Prlnee of ArragQn. 

lthe Mer¢hant, II. vii. S2-54. 

ZMerchent~ IJ. vil. 78~79. 



Puffed with eoncolt, he turnt to this easket wtth It$ lnJcription, 

''Who t::hooseth me shell get as SQucn as he i'Mservesu, and promptly 
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assumes dO*ert . Again, th• error of eholce fs symbolized by the fool's 

head tn the easf<et ... the folly of v.tln end telf ... righteous presumpt lon; 

end the doggerel In the foo1fs hand points to the basic difference 

between true Judgment a~d false! 

The fire seven times trtcd ~hl~:1 
Seven times trled that judgment is~ 
That dId never ehooae am I u 
Some there be that shodow$ kiss, 
Such have but a shadow'$ bliss : 
There be fools aJ ive ( twis) 
Sltver'd o'er, and so was t·his.2 

Sot ~f course, ls Shylock 4& well - the Venetian equivalen' of 

Arr9gon•s self-righteousness who demon~t rates no less that fal&ity of 

judgment which leads to.spiritual death; end (as Miss Lewl.astd suggest:s)3 

the failure and moral lassoning of Arr•gon foreshadow his own ultimate 

defoat. 

8assfnlo. howe'lor, (although not WlthOut the help of $010e 

ange1lc: choir) Nkes. the t: rue Christian cholce of the 11slmple 1 ife ~ 

poore't., the eho ice of the l enden caske c w I ~:h i ts strenuous demand: 

"Who choos•th me mu$t give and ha~ard ell be hath.'' He alone among 

the 5uitors is able t o penetrate the ornamcnt•1 facade of false values, 

and by rej&<:t ing the fancy uengend' red io t he eyes11 ~ alsG reJec:u the 

suporf ic:ial worth of gold end silver together with the corrupt ion and 

vani ~y which they symbolize: 

So may the outward shows be least thems•lv•sr -
Yhe world Is &till decehr•d wi '·h ornament-
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Thus ornamen1 ts but t~ gulled shore 
To a mou dangorous sea: the h.auteou5 &<:arf 
Vel11ng en Indian beauty; ln a worrl, 
The seeming t ruth whi~h cunning tHnes put on 
To en ~ rap the wisest.~ 

IThe scriptural reference that underlies thfs. image, as Miss l.ew*lsk1 
has poln i ed out. is the 12th Psalm and i t·s indictment of vanity and 
vain speaking: 11 'The Lord shall cut off all flattertng 11ps and the 
tongue th H spe4lketh proud Ht ings. • • • The ~-ords of the lord are 
pure wore~ : os silver tried ln a furnace of earth 7 pu~lfled seven 
1 imcss. "' (J; 6.) 

2Herchant, II. lx. 63-69. 

3tew•l~kl, p. 337. 

4t.terclt•n r , II I. i i. 73 --74; 97-101. 



By avoiding the danger of thOse who choose by the view, he wins rhe 

lady of Salvation, sat isfylng the prerequlsfte of atoneMent by 
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wlt1 ing1y sacrtffc1ng all he hu; for M2mldnd ' s redemp: ton, n Shylock 

Is made to realize In tho trial scene, nec•ssftates rhe abandonmen~ of 

all worldfy posHst ions 11 t hat they moly be wedded to our bleJsed Lord 

JGtU Christ by humfllt le and obeysance. 11 And It ls In this light that 

Shylock's forced conversion should be read. It t~ l~ this c1J~actic 

confrontation between Ju®ism and ChrtstJanity, moreover, that the iftllage 

of ~he Jew .ass....es 4n allegorical and t>)ml.io i i c significance far beyond 

hia func tion ln the Venetian money-market; for the Jewish figvre, operating 

wltnln the pers~ctive of : he ~lra~Je and Mora lity background to -he 

rrial scene. essl.a9les levels of meaning which wholly t ranscend the 

li t erary tradition of the "J· ,; -p1ay"~testifylny to Shakespeare's genius 

in transfonntng on ac.ceptec! clrematic genre of his t !me lnto something 

rl(h and str~nge. 

-- ,_ - ........ - ............ ._ 41119 "'"""' ....... - ..... - ............ ,.,. ............ ~ 

Shakespeare's oarliest dram~ttc source for t~e trial ~eene with 

its conflict between the power~ of Mercy and Justice is obvlously 

trac•ab1• to the Last Judgment play of the medieval Hy5tery cyclest tn 

whTch the Devils and Christ come to terms ov•r the soul of fallen men. 

Satan, of course, ts reluctant to part wJth hfs property. clalmfng that 

possess :on is nlne-tenth5 of the law and that mankind's soul, by r ights, 

is hts: 

Through mercy he should be thyne ~ays the OeviJl, 
bu1. 111yne through wretch•dnes and 5ynne; 
thyne through P-ass I on thst thou was !n, 
and myne \hrough Tentation. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 
thou R1ghteous iudge therefure I pray, 
Deem him to my Pry5on.l 

But Chri$ ~ 1 $ Merey proves greater than man~ i~rl ·~ sin, and the merciful of 

heart are r•de~d from Satan's bondage; for ln Chrlst•s Mercy lies the 

salva~ion even of the und•servlng -

Ask marcy & pou sa' 1 hauc 
And fr• pe fende I sell pe $Due, 

l 11Tho Las! Judgmer&t.,u The ChesLer ~y<:le, re~edit.ed for t he Early 
English Text Soci•ty by Matthews {London: O.U.P. 7 193S). p. 146. 



An4 fra hts payns smert -' 

and the relig ious lyrics of the Middle Ages frequently took the fonn 

of a prayer to Christ t.o mingle mercy with hts judgment on the Oay of 

Doom: 

Lord, pou pat 3fU.$t me 
al pfkt lan~p to me 

dauid &one, pat mangest ~ret wfp ri3t, 
heue merel on me!2 

Tho faml Har • eln.os-t formill tradIt ion of t h.o "Mercy' ' prayer and the 

'·heological luucs i · raise! aro inherent notQOnly :n the language of 

Shabspec:re's trtal in The KercllQnt of Ven,~•. but in the enrire 
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dr.atic franework of thu 1\ena;ssanc:t "Jl.dgment sc.ene". l t5 dramatic 

opposition of the F1end's stric, legal da im and Chnst•s redc~r.ptive 

powers, formed, moreover, Lhe hematic basis of t he medleval Proca-ssus 

Bel ial pl ay- the 11Devll's Lr.\i.Juit 11
- in which Satan .appears ln r:he 

court of Heaven, clamouring for the soul of man; ~d when Cod, t he 

preslding judge of the ~cene . calls upon an advocate for man, Mary 

Gonsents to undertake his ~fence· for alrhough Christ it the 

embodiment of Mercy, His mo~her is Its advocate, ,·he i n termediary ( as 

it. were) between mankind and hi~ ultimate Salv•tton: 

Marte, mayde ~nd mo.der milde ffings the medicvlll poe:): 
Milce and mere! was of pe boren, 
To ~auuen and fram h•lle schilde 
Al1 po ~~t weren forloren.3 

The repre~entative of mercy in medieval icono9raphy ls invarl~bly tho 

V~rgin, t he ~pparen ; proto t ype of the Daughter of God in the ~l.ame~~n-t 

of He&vl"r _P.l~ys and, i '· would <'PPaar. of Port I a N her Renal ssance 

111Hat.t Chr ist Spokes tyH Synf~ll Kan of Hts Gret Mercy;• t fnes 22 ... 24; 
Religious bYrles of the XlVth Centur.l, p .6t. 

2"Jesu5 Heve Mercy on He.'' li nes 29-32; ib iJ ., p. 52. -
3HAn Acrosti c of the Angelle Salut.ation'1 , tlnes 9-12; Rat i~lous 

Lyric$ of the XIV th:.:Cont·ury, p. 230. \ , .,._er ' -; Prioress~ Tate 
draws upon preci~ely the same Image: 

11 'thou goost b I forn of thy ~nyngnytee, 
A11d gattsst us he lygh t , of t hy preyl!lre, 
To gyden us unto t hy Sone so deere.' '' (478~). 



equfvelenr.1 

The outline of the Processus &ell~J has been traced In an 

intarestln9 article by J.O~ Raa,2 and the unmistakable parallel with 
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the ln~idents of Thp Merchant of Ventoe would seem to suggest a pervasive 

draNtlc traditlon which survived Jnto the 16th Century. This lawsui :· 

opens with Satan's eonven t ionaJ clatm to mankind's soul In tennt of the 

$trh:t tag Jfty of his bond'! ''Oomfna ubl a5t ru.stit Ia tua'l" he aska, 

s.eure In the knQII\edge that God stands for just ice;. but Mary hastens 

to iAd~cate ~hat m.rcy is as great an attribute of God as justice -

a plea so forceful that Saten, fearful of losing hfs rfghts. produces 

a pair of scales and demands that portion of ••nkfnd whi¢h is hls d~e 

and· like Shylock- rattres defeated. Analogies wi th the trla1 scene 

in The Marchant of Venlc::e are obvious. 8ut even more significant is the 

!denttflcatlon of Shakespeare's protagonists with the ul t imate sources 

of their mora\ prtnefples ~Port fa wi rh the Virgin, and Shylock with 

Satan. 

The identlfieatlon of the Devil and the Jew derfves partly, at 

have suggested, f~ tho fmage of the Judas end the usurer. It also 

dertv~s. h~er, fr~ the im•ge of th~ Jew aa enti~hrtst. cQndemn•d by 

Christ HimselF: 

You are of ygur father the devil, end the desires of your father 
you wl It de.) 

Given sc.rtptural sanction, this essoc.Jatlon of the Jew with Saten persisted 

lte is a comparatively Mlnor, but nonethlesl interesting point that 
the Portla who eppears on Antenio' s behalf Is a virgin. Even af1er 
&assanlo has won his suit, she deellnes to eons~te their marriage 
until tne trial Is over ~ 

... ,or n~er shall you lie by Portia's slde 
WI t h -. unquiet soul. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Hy eatd Merlsset and myte1f meantime 
Will live et Maid5 and wtdows; ~come away! 
for you 1ha 11 hence t.tpon your weddIng day .. w (II J. I f. 304ff) . 

2J .D. Rea, "Shytoek and the •Proe•ssua Bclhlll ... , Ph,t1o,1ogleauuarterf~, 
VJII (Oet. , 1929), pp. 31l-l2. 

3John 8: 44. 
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· hrougnout the Middle Ages, ffndfng frequent expresaton in nearly every 

play In which the Jew ~peered. Solanlo's t aun t. ' ' Shylock walks onstage 

tn the third act t yplfle• the prevalence of his assoeie . Jon throughou· 

Le t me say" R11 betimes. last the .ct~J l cfoss my prayer. 
for here he ~• Jn the llkenest of a Jew. 

Mor.over. the •tmerry d4Wi1''. Launulot Gobbo'"S tredtt onal morality 

function of pokfng fun at his devlllsh master is perpetua~ed in the 

servant ... Jew reJatlonshrp. making the analogy st 111 more explklt: 

••• - t O be rul'd by my conscience, I should ttay with the 
Jew my mMter f who (4od bless the mark) is a kind of dev I h 
and to run away from the Jew I should be rul'd by the fiend. 
who ($ttvlng your reverence) ls ·'he devll himself: cer•ainty 
the Jew it 1he very devtl lneernetJon, and In my conscfence, 
my conscience ls but • kind of hard conscience, to offer to 
counsel • to . .. ay with the Jew.2 

lut the Satenfc t~ery ~lustertng about Shylock b•comes most organtcetly 

meaningful fn the trial-scene, the multitude of colloca r ions servtng 10 

establish htm even mor• flnMly in hls •~ehetypal role as antt~hrlst, 

tenaclously insisting on hjs bond and his rightful claim to a portion of 

• •• purchasing the ~b1ence of my soul 
F~ out he state of heflfsh c~ue1ty!··3 

and Jassanro•s anxious efttreaties for her to 

Wrest once ~h• taw to your euthorlty , ­
To do a great rightt do a little wrong ~ 
And curb this cruel devt1 of hls wl11,4 

place Shyl~k un.equivc>catly within the established mythical framework of 

the Chrlnian scheme of salvation., that •vll ~r of which Chrfst fs 

the antithesis . 

The actual fonm and structure of t he trial scene, as I have 

tried to Indicate, derives ea-.ntially fr~ the dramatlc ttadltlon of 

the Miracle and Morality play• b~t the forensic argument of tho s~e • 

1!!!rehan~ • Ill. I. 19-20. 

2Merchant, II. I f • 21 ... 28. 

3t!!rehan...!, til. rv. 21 ... 22. 

4Merehant. IV. I. 211-213. 
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that great debate between the advocate of Justice •nd that of Mercy -

derives len from a dranat:te source than f rom an establ hhed nerrat lve 

and poetic tradl! ten of the Mfddle Aqesj a u·a•tltlon which perv•ded the 

literature of Western Christendom from the rellg ous lyrics of the 14th 

Century to t·he 17th Century sermon. The text wht-ch formed the thematic 

basts of this debate was that pa1i•ge from the 8Sth Psalm. which gave 

rise to the familiar allegory of God'$ four argumentative daugh ters: 

Mercy and Truth are Met together; a i ghteousneu and Peace 
~ve kls5ed e&ch other .l 

These four obstraetions. before the finel kiss Qf reconelliat ·on, served 

as a means of dramatizing in morality fashion th• central conflict of 

the Doomsday play ~ the oppo•ing claims of justrce and marcy~ $0 cruel 

to the theology ef Christian SalvatiQO; end the medieval poet wrore -

al.ast as~ set poetic pJece ~of this fundamental opposition: 

How Herel passep strengp & ri3t. 
Kony • wyse s.o we NY; 

God ord~yned Morel most of mint. 
To beo aboue htt werkes ay. 

Whon deore lhe-sU' schal ~ diht 
To demen vs at doomes-day. 

Vr sunne wo1 beo so muGh In s tht. 
We schwl not wlte whet we scbut say; 
Ful fer$1 iehe Rt3 ~ wol vt affray~ 

And blame vs for vr mrs•tyuing: 
Pen dar non pre$e for vs to pray. 

lut Morel pa~ pa5sep a11e plng.2 

The ~st ffROus narrative accoun ' of this confr-ont atlon occurs, of 

course, ln Langland' s Piers Plowman where the Oeughters of God a$s6mble 

ln Hell to discuss the stgnlficanee of the gleam that precedes Christ's 

11harrowlngl'. Mercy -

a meke thynge wlth·alle 
A fu l b4N\ygne bu i rde • and boxome of speche -3 

1a Joined~ her 5!$ter, Peace; and the lat ter explains to .he others 

their Joint offi(e in the redeMptive scheme: 

1Psalm BS : 10. 

2"Hercy Passes All Things',' 1frtos 25-36; a!liglo;ps Lj'fies of t he ~IV.!!!, 
Centurx~ p. t26. 

3;\ll the quot•l Ions frcn Pler! P1~ ht this Chapte-r d•rtve from 
P•ssus XVIII in the a Text. quo1ed by Boris Ford tn hls edltfon of 
The Age of ~cer (Pelican Guide to English Lltera lure; Penguin 
looks L1d., l96tJ: I, 338. 



Love, tha. is my lemman, • suche Jet res me sente. 
Thar ~rcy, my sustre, and 1 • mankynde shu1de $ave; 
And ~hit god hatn forgiven • and graunted mo. Pees. 

«ld Korey. 
To be mannes meynpernouri: 1 • for evere"''TTIre after .2 

I, Righrwlsnesse, • recorda t hus wJth treuth 
That h•r3 peyne be perpetual • ~.d no prayere hem helpe. 
For~thi late hem chewe as the! chose • •nd chlde we 

nought sut · res. 
For I• is botalees bale • the bi te thal thel eten.4 

l29 

The c:.onf1 Jet, however. is resolved by Chri$t 1 t para4oxh:al declaration, 

.. , may do mercy thorw rlghtwtsnuse••; .and the traditional reconctliation 

~·~~ plaee • Mercy wi<h Truth. Justice with Pea~e, the Old Law with th• 

New: 

Kis4rieor4ia et ~er11as obvlav•runt stbi; fusttcla et paK 
O$c;.ulate sunt.S 

Th t s debate MIOr\9 God's Daughters over the des t.t ny of mankInd • t 

soul eventually assurncd drornat tc form with in tho 110r•li ty fr-.work of 

t,.. np arJ 1 c.en t of' Heave-n" p t ay .. a popu hr genre •vo 1 v i ng f rem the 

episode in the Ludus Cov&Rtriaa, through • gradual aocutarltation ln the 

CltStle of Ptneve,~anu 4nd Mankind. The Rospub1 lea phly of 1553 shows 

the ~rsistence of this tradition even in tho sore politlca11y orlenteted 

drama of tha Tudor mora\i{y. the ~rg~nt among the D«ugh1 ers now v~ering 

tOW4rds the soclologJcal .and concerning itself with the salva1 Jon of the 

ttate rather tha soul of ~•n - 6S the Pnologue indicates: 

Verity, the daughter of sago U1d fat~r Tlme, 
Sheweth att as J: is, he ~t virtue or 'rime• 
Then doth Jus t. ice, ell such as commonwealth oppress -
Tempered wl th mercy .. endeavour t o suppress; 

lt'meynpernourett: guarantor, surety. 

2~ter~ P1~an. lineJ 186·89, p. 341. 

3"heru: mank J A<l' s 

4plers Pl~. lines 10)-206. p. 3~l. 

Sabid .• lln• 437. p. 349. 



With wbcm, anon, is 11 nkad t ren~u II J t y and Pface. 
The eCJtM\01'\w.tl's joy and perpetual increase. 

But !he es5entla11y theological background to the entirG Issue was 
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rota fned ond preserved by the preachers of the t6th and J7th centuries i 

and Lancolo~ Andrewes• Chris tm&1 sennon of 1616 IndLcates the continued 

appeal of this type of medieval allegory to the Renaissance sensibility. 

for the text ho had chosen to wr1ng was tha~ same verse of the 8Sth 

Pnlm in which the al tegori"at "O•ughters of God11 are reconct lad ... ttl06e 

four attributes of God*s undivided enence which, says i:he preacher, fell 

apart with the fall of Ad~ end were re~lntegrated henmonlously in 

Christ ·a re-integratiOn upon which the redemption of mankind dep~ds : 

For Meet 1hey must. and that fn other te~s. or It wl11 go wrong 
w11.h us; our salv4lt ion 1 fes a bl•ding all this while. The plea 
hangs , ond we 5 t and aJ the prisoner at ··he bar, and know not · 
what shall become of us. For though two be for us, there are 
two against us$ ~~ str~g and more stiff than they. So that 
much depends upon rh Is secom:J meet lng, "Upon the cccnpos1ng or 
taking up this difference. For these must be at peace betw.en 
themselves. before they be at po•co with us. or we wl~h God. 
And th iJ is sttre; we shall never meet t n hetven, if they meet no 
more.2 · 

But the reconciliation of the~e contrarieties, the tempering of Justi~e 

wl h Kercy, Is seemingly Impossible; for being attributes of God. they 

are equally and absolutely uni~echable in the moral princ ples they 

assert; and. consequently, some fo~ of ra~ional debate is necessary 

for an amlcable solution to the conflict. This Is the bltic Issue In 

d,. Parliament of He~cm. where Just ice •nd Truth oppOse man's daim to 

The case in Andrewes' senmon ls opened by Tru·h who pleads the 

unalterable and irrefutable decreee of God, the Word which 15 binding 

on all mankind: 

Deus erat Verbum; what Is God but His Wor~ ? and His word was· 
as to Adilll. • • 11the sou I that s inneth that sou 1 shall die.'' 
God may not falsify Hr~ word; Hi! word is the truth.3 

'''R&spubl tee", Prologue; Lost Tudor ~.~-:Z... 1460-1566, p. 180. 
See •ho Honor Matthews, Part II, Chap . 3: ''The Par1lamen • 
of Heav•n." 

2Andrewes, S!r'IIIOnS of the Natlvl t}:, Sermon IX. Vol. I, p. l8L 

31bld. ---·-



The unalterable L~ of the Venetian court operates, in $hakesp .. re's 

play. In mueh tho same faihion- a secu1or~ almost oommerciaffz•d 

equtvaleftt of tha ~ord. of God; and Portia acknowledges Its absolute 

legal r ty: 

••• there is no power in Venice 
Con alter a d•cree esteb1fshed: 
'TWilt be recorded for 8 precedent, 
And many an error by the same sxamp\e 
Will rush Into the state.J 
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Shylock, th•refore, confident of the stringeftcy of Venetian lawt tnsi1ts 

upon the Just provlsJons of his bond •ntttllng him to a pound of 

Christlen fle5h; -.d hh rigorous clalm recalls t·he Doomsday plea of 

Righteousness •t.o render each hls own, to every ono that is his dueu-2: 

The pound of flesh (whleh I demand of him) 
ts dearly bought, 'tTs mine and I will have it: 
If you deny ._, f le upon your hiW! 
There is no force i~ the decrees of Venice: 
I stand for judgment. "&n6wer . !halt t h•ve tt13 

It toads almost es en indication of hfs allegorlctJ function in the 

seen•: 111 57anc ror jvd~t"; end ::he form of Justfce ho r presen s is 

that unrelenting rtgldlty of tha Old LIW whldl demands retali a tion for 

wrongs suffered and revenge upon the en~y: 

And thine eye sh•11 not pity§ bu• life shall go for life, 
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand~ foot for f~t, 
burnlng for burning, wound for wound, stripe for str!pe. 

The Old Testament ethic of ven(l$ance. howover, lJ repl•ced in the 

Gospels by the ethic of forgiveness; and .he IJJ<. i&h11 inststenee upon 

r T gorotts just Jce gtves way to "Chri ~ t I an" standards of mercy: 

Ve have heard that tt hath been said, An eye for an eye. and 
8 too .h for e tooth: lut I say unto you, That ye resist not 
evil: bu : whosoever shall ~lte thee on thy rlght cheek, 
turn to him the Qther also. And if any man wi11 sue thee at 
~.he lew, end take fh#ay thy co•t. let him have !·hy ctokc ~lso.5 

I Merchant. 1V, i. 214-21«3. 

2 Andrewes 7 p. 181. 

3Her¢hant, tV. t. 99-103. 

~cuteronomy: J9: 2t; Exodus 21: 24-25. 

5M~t \ hew 5: 30-40. 
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These are the oppostng moral attitudes whleh eondition the behaviour 

of ..God's four ~ughten. f or two of them seem unmist~kab1y "Jewi$h" and 

two seem "Chri$tlaou. while their ethical equi~llents in The Merchant of 

Venfce ergu~ from tho scmc conflicting poin t S of view: 

leuanlo: Do a11 men k11l the thing they do not lova? 
Hates any nwsn th• th i"g he would not kill? 
Every off.nce is not e hate at first! 

ShylO<:k: 
Sauenio: 

Shy1oc;k: What! wouldst thou have a terpent sting thee tWice? 
I pray you, think you question wtth the Jew. ~ Anton lo: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
You NY as wel I do anything most hard 
As s•k , o soften that - thin which what 1 s herder? -
His Jewish ha.rt~1 

The hardness of the Jewish heart, the harshne~s of Jewish Justice. and 

1he inftexfble law of the Old T1stament are aJJ subsumed by Shylock ~ 

tha efttbod iment of God's two oos1· relent leu daughters; and even ln t~e. 

l]th Cen._ury s•rmon this auO<:IetJon of the Jaw with the ethical eoncepts 

of Jus t ice and Truth seems falrly commonplace. Thus Andrewos: 

The Jtws, they represent Truth; to 'hem r t be longeth proper Jy. 
For Truth was where were elgtuia pel , uthe oraeles of God''; 
and they were ~ i th 1 he Jews.. The Gentiles • hey claim by 
Mer~y~ that Is thei r vtrtue. Whe~• was Merey but where was 
Misery? And. where wes misery but wl •h hem that 11 lay In 
darkness in the shadow of d•ath .. 'l And that was 1 he GotH I tes 1 

ca1G before thi5 orte est. But when the "partition wa11 w8s 
broken down" and the two met In one. than al&o in a sense 
Merey and Truth met together. So the~e two. And 8o ~he 
o t h• r two I lkeWise. For R lghteousneu sho was where the Law W4s 
-for that: the rule of Righteousness where the Covenan . of the 
01d Testa!Mflt was, ''Oo this and 11ve,11 the very vo ice of 
Justice . But Peace was where Christ wes, in the Gospel. Ipse 
tJt Pax nottra. for "He I$ oor Pea<:e11 ; Peeee end Peacemaker 
bOth. qui fecit ut rumque unt.!m, That hath mac!c the Law and thfl 
Gotpel, the Old Testament and the New, to be bound together 
now both In one vot ume. 2 

Shytotkis indisputably the representetlve of Justtec end Truth. 

Rfght ls on hit side, end Port!a a no stage quesrlons the legali ty or 

valldJ .y of his bond: 

Antonio: 
Port ia: 

Antonio: 

Of a s t range natur• Is the su1t you follow, 
Yet In such rul e, that the Venct i•n law 
Canno! ill'pugn you as you do proc:eed. 
You stand within his danger, do you nor? 
Ay, so he s•ys. 

Oo you confess the bond? 
I do. 

1 Mer chan ,. , tV. t • 66-70 • 78-80. 

2AndrOWO$ t p. t89. 



Port. ia: 
Shylock: 

Then must the Jew be mere If u 1 • 
On what compuh fon mu5t I? tel I me that.l 

The tnexorable. undenla~le demands of strtc:t Jus{ice can be countered 

only by Kerey, and th$ great debate begins with Portio as its adv~ate. 

Her tong c:onvolu~lng ptaa on Antonio's beh•lf, suffused with the sptrlt 

o~ t:;e Gospels and punctuated wl th the basic: teneu of Chrtst ian 

theology, appeals firstly t~ the purely aesthetic: loveliness of merey 

133 

11 a charitable virtue and t.o the reciprocal b1esslngs \t confers - that 

of c.ompu ls l on: 

The qu.Jlty of merey is not straln'd• 
It droppeth a; the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon ttl. p1-ee benMth: i r is twice blest, 
It ble$seth hiM that gives. end hiM that takes.2 

Inherent in the verse are the unmistakable &cr1ptur•t overtones Whlch 

pervade the entire $peech, an echo of Eeelesfalti~us -

The Mrcy of God iiS bN-utiful in the tiPIIe of affliction, 
•s a cloud of rain in the tlme of dr~ght.3 

And then, as if conscious of the morallry tradl t lon behind her pt .. and her 

CWfl •1 tegoric;al ro'e as • "daughter of God''t an attribute of hJs undivided 

essenee, she g1ves expll~Jt utteranee to the latent theologi~•l Issues of 

the trial: 

lut mercy f s above ttl i • s~p tered $Way, 
It ls enthroned ln the heart of kings, 
It it art •t t ribute of God himself.4 

Up to this poin~, however. •h• has been appeaHng primarily to the pity 

that underlies ¢ampassionate human mercy; but Shytoek fs clearly beyond 

the reaches of compass Jon ... 

'"-rchant, IV. 

211erehan r , IV. 

A stony adVersary. an tn.hurun wretd't, 
Unc•p•ble of pity. votd, and ~ty 
F raft any dr• of mercy -S 

I. 173 .... 119. 

j • )80 ... 183. 

3ecc1eslastlcus 35:26. 

4ttarehant, IV. i. 189·191. 

SMerchant, IV. l. 4-6. 



a:nd as Portia's eppeat to the Jew gains IICIIent~.a. so tha nature of the 

mercy for whJch she pleads (;htngeJ from pure cQft{>•nton ond pity to thet 

form of tnercy whfdl '"k' only to mttlgate the severity of Justice 

without abrogating lt entirety: 

And earth 1 y power 6oth then show t I kes t God• s 
When mercy seasons Just tee. I 

The p1u dwmgu, in short, fran the medl~el concept of 11mlserlcordleu 

(e charitable fona of pity aroused by the mfsery of others) to ~'el-.nti•u 

(which tempers end a1Jevl~tes strt~t justlce);2 for, •s LaAcelot Andrewos 

fndicetes: 

Haw loose • thing ts mercy, if tt be qufte devoid of Just lee? 
We ca1t it foo1i'h pity. And how harsh~ thing i~ justlee. 
f f t t be utt: • ·r 1 y w tthout • n temper flf mercy • 3 

The nature of the mercy SMted out in the Doomsday play ls pr~tsely of 

this nature .. "clement ial* rather than ttmherJcordlau. t·he t~ring of 

justlce wtth mer¢y r•ther thtn unqualified ptty; for the Chrfst of the 

Lat Judgment Is not the Lalllb but the Ttger. the righteOUs Judge who 

tnetes out JNrey to the mer~tful but stric1 just Ice to these whQ h.ve 

violated the deeds of mercy: 

Lo. you men that wtcked h~ bene, 
wtwu Satban sayeth you hear• and seene;. 
righteous 0.. may you not fleemt~ 
for grece Is put away. 

when t~ of grKe w.s e.ndurlnge, 
to seeke it you hed no \ytc.lnge; 
tnerfore lllf.lst I for .ny thlnge 
doe righteousness to d•y.~ 

Justrce Is m.nklnl's due. end ~rcy can be raised •• a mttJgating factor 

on Doomsday onty If the K~used h:iMsetf has practised lt. This doetrlne 

is rhe very essence of Port ta• s p1M• ..,d 1hose cri t let who ~sctentbusty 

deny the Christ IM natu.-. of ttle m1U'CY uh lmately s~ to Shylec.k, or 

regard the trtat as a parody of Chrlstlantty, do so only fn defiance of 

l Metdl~ t , t y. I. 192 ... 193 • 

2see M.O.H. Parker, The St~ of Llfe, pp. S1~74. for a dlscusston of 
the vartous concepts 'o1 1 rcyU tn ihaketpe.,rean drama. 

3A.ndrewes, p. 194. 

4.'The Last Ju~ntu ,staMa 77i The (h.ett•r Pl!JS 1 p. 449. 
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rhe text •nd Its theological structure -for Shylock is pcrslstently 

warnud of the consequences of his obduracy, of the penalty for violating 

tho deeds of merty. l~ Much tho same way that Chrfst re•son~ with the 

sinners: 

• • • therefore Jew [Jays Port!.§"' , 
Though ;ustlce be thy plea, consider this~ 
That ln theceeurt• of justlea, none of us 
Should see salvatfon: we do pray for mercy, 
And that •~ prayer. doth tea~ us all to render 
The deed& of mercy. I have spoken thus t~t~eh 
ro mftfgate the juati.<: of thy plea, 
Wblch lf thou follow. thfs strict court of Venlee 
Must needs gtve sentence 'galnst the merchant hero. I 

Shylock's own se lf-rigtlteousneu. hcwev r, his fanatical adherence to 

the letter of the law &nd his unreJentfng sense of justt~e have made 

him Incapable of either charity or mercy w a Pharfsalcat tomplacen~y 

cl•arly shown I~ hls conversation wltb the Duke: 

Ouko: How shelt thou hope for •rey ref%d 1 r ~ng nont? 
Shylock: What judgMent shal f I dreed dol~~ no wrong?Z 

tt Is this very Phartsaltm combined with hls myopfc pursuit of justice 

that puts Shylock himself beyond tho pa1e of mercy. and ho st.nd• tn 

the greves t danger of betng subje~tad to the same s ~andards of a•Jolute 

justiu which he confidet'ttly presumes to atlafn. From th1s potnt Oft 

it ts the Jew'' aou1 that ts tn danger r•ther than the Chr ist ian's life 

(f~ Portia a1reedy po1sess.s the meant of 1avtng AntOnio). and every 

opportunity is given Shylock for that diap1ay of .-rcy es .. ntfal to 

hfs awn salvattOft. 8ut Shyloek remains unmoved by the i~ltcatlons 

of Portla•s plel! .• condemning him,elf wfth a cry that ominously re· 

edlO.I the shout of the Jewish mob at ··he crueif i~ion: 

My dftds upon my hea<J! t Greve tho l.w. 
The penalty and forfah of •Y IKmd.l 

Portia, however, wi t holds the legal u~ulbbl•u t.hat can crush hlm, stt11 

offering Sbylock • Qhanee of escapihg hfs justified delerts by mftigatlng 

the rigour of his deMands: 

IMar<:hant, IV. i. l93 .. 20l. 

2~rchet'P. IV . I. ss ... eg. 

3Marcbant, IV. i, 202 -20). cf . Matthew 27:25. 



Portia: Shy1ock there's thri~ thy ~ey off'red thee. 
Shylock: An oetn, an oath. I have ~ oath in heaven, -

Shat' I lay perJury upon my sout?l 

The first chance of show~ng Mercy is rejected. Once again the offer 

ts rept'ated - and r.jectecl: 

Portia: ••• be meretfu1, 
Take thrice thy money. bid me tear the boftd. 

Shyl~k: When it Js paid, accordtng to the tenour. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~ charge you by the taw, 

Whereof you are • well-deserving pillar. 
ft roceed to J udgmen r: by my soul I swear , 
Th~re l s no power tn the toAgue of man 
To •lter mo. - I stay here on my bond.2 

His elal• etnnat he denied• the seales ere brought. the knlfe whetted, 

Antonio bares hJs brea•t ~ and then the thrrd and last opportunity of 

eh•rity is offered: 

Port la: Have by $a. sur~ Shylock on your charge. 
To stop h J s wounds, lest he do bleed to death. 

Shy lock : Is it so nc~ninated ln r.tt. bot\d? 
Portia: It is not so express'd, but what of that? 

•rwere good you do so tm.teh for eharity. 
Shylock: I cannot fJnd ft. 'ti• not In the bond.3 

Charity i s reje~ted In fa~our of the word of Law. The knife fs raised; 

the thrist-ftgure is about to pay th• debt of mankind: and t~ archetypal 

Jowtsh crfme i5 on Lhe point of perpetration when Portia's fa.ous legal 

Momes t1 follows wlth astonishing repidlty -not the &re~ian 

fom, but the Christian equlvalettt of Ooomsday'' righteousness. when 

meature ls meted OUt for measure. and the judger judged by his own 

s tendards of justi~: 

For aa thou urgest juatic:e[iays Portl!J, be assur'd 
Thou shalt have jusHce more then thou desir•st .4 

The teb1es ar• turned agalns t $hylock ~not by any deviatton from 

justlee. but by its strictes.t enforc:amen! ; and at Shyloek had denied 

AntGnlo, he fs in t urn denTed the option of aceeptfng threQ times the 

lMerchant 1 IV. t . 223 .. 225. 

2Merdtartt, IV. i • 229·23lt 234-38. 

3MerchMt, IV, t. !S3·1SS. 

4Mers;h!l)t, lV. i. 311·312. 



price of the dtbt, denied hls prJneipal, denlod everything but the 

tmposslble fulfflmcnt of his bOnd: 

Tho Jew shall have all justice, ·soft no haste! 
He shall mwe nothing but the penalty.J 
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The serew of justite twists tighter and tighter until Shy1oek1 s claim 

erumbles to no~hfng; and only then does he learn that strict adheren~• 

to the letter of the l.w carries fts own destruction with lt, that he 

who follows after righteousness must inevttebly flnd him~ ! f :~r~pable 

of it. Not only does Shylock gatn not.hlng und~r t~e Law, but - charged 

with conspiring against the life of a Venetian ti stands In danger of 

1oslng both hts Jlfe and property Into the bergaJn, the penalty of 

those who seek to justify themselves by tcw. that "cur•e'• (as M1ss Lew.hkl 

pOints out) against which $t. Paul admoni&hes th• Galatians: 

For as meny a$ are of the works of the 1w are under th• 
curse: for it 1• written. Cursed ls every ~le that 
contlnuaih not in all things which are written in the 
book of the 1~ to do them. But that no man is justffled 
by the law In the slghl of God. it is evident: for, The 
just shall live by fafth.2 

OoubJy ironie tn the swlft rtwersa1 thlt befalls him fs the fact that 

the lawyer, hailed by Shylock as u, Dan lei come to judgment .. .3 
prono~nces not agafnst his debtor~ but himself: half hls goods fs 

forfeit to Antonio, the other ha1f eonflseated by the state. and hi& 

I if• beGOmes dependent on the morey of the luke. The flgure of Shy1~k 

on hls knees before the Duke, humbly begging mttigatton of the law 

agelnst his lifo • the repre~tatlve of Justice prostrate at the feet 

of Mercy- ulthn.te1y symbolizes the trlllftSih of the Hew tHspensatton 

!Merchant. IV. i. ;t6-JI7. 

lcatttfans 3: 10-11. 

3nse n...e of "Denlel .. which Shylock a11outes to Portia h as 
slgnlfleant as it Is Ironic. I t ls a compound of two Hebrew words 

4 ~ "-::J"-:f mean lng "the Judp of Godf'. Hlss Lewalskl, moreov•r, 
points out that eccordlng to Christtan exegete& the Book of Danlel 
clearly foreshadows the Christian dispensation by exp11£itly 
denying ett claiMS on God th~gh rtghteousne$5~ and humbly 
appealing for hls merey. (Den~el 9: JS). Moreover, the alias 
wh l eh Port r a adopts as a disguise - 11Ba lthas~u·H - 1 s t he very 
same nane given to the propttot in the ilook of Dahiel. See 
Lew.lskl. p. )40. The Daniel figure sometimes occurs in the 
morality plays as weU, symbollz ing the rneretful Judge - as in 
"Miee Wanton" (1560), Old English r,taxs. ed. Dods l•y-Hazlitt, 
Vol. H. 
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over the Old, a re-~ffln.atlon of the Christi~ ethic thr6atened wfth 

destruction by the "JW'; and It Js t.hls "difference of .splrit11 whlch 

emanate$ from the Ducal senten~e; 

Th.-1: thou sha 1 t see the d I fforence of our sp I r it 
I pardon t.hee thy Jtfe before thou ask Jt: 
For half thy wea,th~ lt is Antonio's, 
The other half ~s to the gener~l ttate. 
Which humbleness may dr fve Into a fl"e.l 

Then Portia turns to the next dispenser of ChrJsttan ·chart.y , and 

put.s the question: "What mercy ean you render him Antonlo?n2 As far 

a• the fln~nctel fssue ls con<erned. Antonio generously disclaims 

his legal right to half of Shylock's property, lnvestlng rt rn 

favour of Jessica and Lorenzo. But then there follows thet sttpul•tlo~ 

which has so disturbed the crlttcs of the pfly.3 Inclining them to 

read tt as an anti-thrJstlan parody - th• sttpuletlon, namely, that 

Shyl~k shall presently become a convort to Chr!stlenity. 

This insistence ~n the Jew's QOnverslon ls Shakespeare's 

only major devtetlon from the narrotlve inefdents Jn his sour~e; and 

thJs devietton must $urely be t~ematica11y stgntflc~t wtthln the 

general allegory of the pley. But that Shakespeare intended this 

st tpulat ion as an overwhelmingly ironic ~Cl'l'lftent on the Christ Jan abuse 

of merey Js lnconeetvable, for throughout the comedy there are eonJtent 

remtndeT$ of Shylo~k's potential d~at ton •• a Jew a an •ttitude 

re-lnforeed by tatvanfst and Lutheran doctrines dtseountonenctng all 

~laims to sa1vatfon, ex~~pt. through Christ. Hfs only hope lies in 

taking the path already taken by his daughter; and the silly ~h~tter 

of Joss tea and Launcelot over the isst~es of dcrrtnat ion and redempt ton 

disguises e m.tter of high seriousness under cover of levity: 

ll4erehant, IV. i. 364-368. 

2.Merchant, IV. i. 374. 

3see, fOf" Jnstanc.e, Ti 11yard's sceptical cOfQm$n ~"s ot1 Snylock·':s 
conversion in 't'fhe Trial Seene In ' The Merchant of Venrce•u. 
A keview of Enf11lsh Studln, 11. Mo. 4 (Oct., 196t). He 
suggest$ an ironical con t rast between Portia's fdeals and 
the cruder understanding of Antonio. 



Launcelot: 

Jess lea: 
Launcelot- : 

Ves truly, for look you, the slns of the father are 
to be laid upon the children, therefore (I promi$e 
you}. I fear you,- • •• for truly I thlnk you are 
damn 1 d, * there ts but one hOpe in it that can do 
you .any good, and th1tt Is but • ktnd of bastard 
hope ne l ther. 
And what hope 1s that J pray thee? 
Kerry, you may p~rt1y hopa that your f•thTr got you 
not. that you are not tho Jew•s ~ughter. 
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But Jess fee maka the &igntftcant reply: 11 1 stNtl1 be sav•tf by my 

husband, - he hath ude me a Christ iM!"2 For the redempt Son of the 

Jew through the agency of the Gutllo is integral to the whole doctrine 

of cQn.\'en I on; and the Image of tbe apos tete Jewen as the saviour of 

her father recurrs ln Shakespeare's cCDe<fy: 

tf •'or the Jew her father come to he4ven Jiiys Loren%£, 
ft will be for hfs gentt~ daughter'$ 5ake.~ 

The epi thot "gentle". moreover t serves as •n J ter•t lv• tmage of 

Plvatton In t:he play ... a pun. no doubt. on uGeAtile11 and a c:.onst•nt 

reminder of tho Jcw1 1 d.mnat ion and the redemptive power of Chr ht ian ft.y. 

8y imposing Chrtstlanr ty on Shylock Anton1o undertake$ to savo nts 

Jewish soul and through his "mer<:~· offers hhn tho only othor macmt to 

salvation • even though the way of mercy might s~ unduly harsh. Anct 

so. deprived of the wealth h• h•d mtsvsed and the relfglon h h~ 

abused, Shyto~k is given the means of entering into a state of thris t'l an 

graee to begtn e n$W existence under • ~., LCMiiii;Z. and the strvlock wtw> 

leaves the Duca 1 Court f s not , at -mode·rn sensl b rt lty J nsl s ts upon 

regarding him, a Jew wronged • but a Jew redeemed by ChriGtlan chartty. 

'Merchant, Ill. v. 1-lO . 

2Merchtnt. Ill. v. l7-t8. 

lHerchant, II . tv. 33•)4. 

4rno stripping of Shylock for the good of his soul is perfectly 
c:onsrstent with Jewish c:onvefston In Europe, during the 17th. Century. 
Samuel Purchas. in his Pilari•!Q!• provides •n account of such 
QOnvertionary practl~es: 
"• When J n thei r Bapt i sme they d~n I a the Oou I t1 and e 11 his WOt'~s, 
they must renounce their right and proportie in ali their goods 
and possessions; ••• presupposing (forsooth) that either the 
eonuerted lew. or his corrupt auncestors, h•ue scraped together 
such hoapes of wealth by Vsurie, or Oppression 1 or 5Qme vnl.wfull 
meanes or orher. Therefore for the good Of his sou le, hts body 
shalt be left to begge or starue; while. with the leaulng of hls 
1ewlsh Superstition, he must likewise leaue all that he hath: and 
his new received religion must be a meanes to strip him of his rlehe$, 
-.d to wuna him from hts well-beloued mammon. ~ich that nation Is 
naturally so farre In touewlth.•u (PuriF~ .. s~,bis Pilgrimage, Book It, 
Part One, p. 185) • 
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tho Pauline doctrine of Jewish Conversion, moreover. was 

sti ll part of the theological world-pl,ture of the 16th and 17th 

Centudes - that doctrine which envisioned tha convert ion of tM Jews~ 

the reooncilfatlon of Judaism ~nd Chrfstfanity. •s a necessary pre-

requlaite for the final eonstmMtlon of the Pauline prc:xnlse of sa1vetlon: 

for if the ~sting .,ay of thflm be the reconet l let t~": rJ ~~~· Hq•} 

world1 ~at shall the rec~lvlng of them be~ .but life from tho 
c~Md?l 

And th ir ~onvorsion, tn tenns of Peuline theology, ts seen •~sentlally 

as an act of charlty, a g1ft of God~lrke mercy to tho unbelievers : 

For as yc tn times past have not believed God, yet have now 
obt•ined mercy through their unbelief: Even so have these 
also now nor believed, r.h•t through your mercy they also may 
obtain marcy. For God hath concluded them all In unbellef, 
that he mJght have mer~y upon a11.2 

When Portie ~•11$ upon An .onlo to be merciful, this, it seem$ to me, 

is the essential qual it y of mercy manifested to the Jew .. an extenslon 

of God's mercy~ throvgh the ChriJtian, towards all Infidels. Antt• 

Somlttsm is 1nconststent wfth profound Cttrlsttanlty, and Shak••~re's 

seemingly gratultous deviation f~ the inetdents of 11 Pecorone must 

ture1y be meaningful in tOMe spectftcalty thristtan tense; for whether 

he was oonsctously eware of utillzing the tenets of Pauline theo,O§y 

or rtot. the doet r t no of conver~ f on t~s $ t i 11 to h•v• ~.n tuff i c lent I y 

cTedfted in Renaiuence theological ph ttosophy for ShakelpQro to have 

fe1 t It t n tt.. c llmate of t~ t lttel. 1\ i cherd Hooker, for examp ht, In 

his Answr to the J:et,ter of certain Ensl iJh ,Protestant.s snakes an 

except f qna I l y good use for the Jews .. 

a people that hath boen t~ well~sprJng of life to all n•trons; 
a people, the top of whose kln4r6d sltt•th at the right hend of 
God, and ls the author of salvation unto a ll the world: -3 

oonctudtng wfth a paraphrase of Chapter It of St. P•ul's letter to tho 

Romans wifh itt fervent hopes for the conversion of the Jews: 

'Romans 11:15. 

2Aomans 11:30 ~32. 

3Hook•r~ ed. J. Keble. tl, 587 . 



Hath God the,r clean cast off hi~ peop,t,? Not his people 
et9rnal 1}' th..2!!!!. · Be it far frau us so to think. But fs 
there no hope that the v~ry nation itself shall recover 
._.,at it now hath lost? Have they !tll11'lbted to the end' they 
mlght fall? &od forbid. Hay. their f•JI hath occasioned 
salvation to rise unto the Gentllas. and the Gentiles not 
unlikely to be a me.ns of restoring s•lvatJon unto them 
again .I 

Semue1 Purchas ln hfs Ptlsrtmage. moreover, speculates for the spDc:e 

of an ent ire chapter on uthe hopes and h t nderances of t!-."' '.s ~t•s 
Conuerston". ~ntd the opening decades of' the 17th C•ntury records his 

assurance that \·he conversion of the Jews -

(though It be yet t&ssed vpon sur9es of atmo£t•desperate Seas, 
yet) hath anchoram sacrem, a ture anchor to relye on, and a 
kind of obsct.lre kenning of thtu- wis}\ed·for Haven where h: 
would be.2 

This attitude toward the Jews gained an even surer anchor Jn the 
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Pur J t.an e hrnen t of the I 7th Cantury. and there was 1 itt le dotJbt emong 

the Hi11enial Philosophers of the Commonwealth that the haven of Jewish 

Convert~ ought, of Christian n~cesstty, to be their own native England. 

was this frame of mind that contributed In no small measure to !he 

re-admi&iion of the Jews In th• mid~century. 

The Paulin~ tmag~ of the Jew convert&d, !he recipient of 

Christian merey, was evidently ooe which gradually grew tn prominen~• 

f~ the Renafs5anee • and Shylock's conversion, it seems to me, may 

in all probabtl ity be read to advantage fn the tight of Paul's theology. 

For The Merchant of Ventce • despSte the modorn insistence upon vfewing 

I t as antt ... Christian parody ... remains a profoundly Chti&t1an play, 

concerned wtth asserting and re-asserting the b•slt vah~t·{) ~)f c·~rlstlanity 

not only agehut the vatuu of the now Renaincnca mc>ney-ethtc;. but 

eg•tnst all values whleh oppose the theoeentri~ humanist's con,eptfon 

of the Christian way of life. It is the Jew, ln Shakespeare, who seems 

to symboli~e these values in thefr most dangerous extremes. a warning 

(as 1 hQvo suggested) to the rlslng Renatssanco middle clas$es of the 

corruption latent fn their economic and ethical mcro;)lity, of the 

potential danger of thetr roversion to a pre·Christtan c;ode of behavtour; 

tHook~r • ed. J. Kebte. tl • 588. 

2Pvrchas. Chap. XXI, p. 183. 
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but the Jew, in Sh•kes~are, serves also es • remlnder of the gr.aee 

avef lute to tho-se st t l I upat,le of performing u-. ttdeeds of Mrey* ... 

an 8mb i guous I mete of Nn et once both eonde~Med and Y•t redMnted. It 

ls thh centrel _.fguity th•t ehartt<:terl~es Shylock ... an o"ject • 

simultaneouslyt of charfty •nd execration._,. apotheosis of that 

dtele<:tleal frMe of mhul towards th• JIM lllhfch c-onditlons hls emergence 

Jn the literature of Medieval .nd Renaissance England. 

The great ,opulartty of krlbas end Shylock on the st•ge 

evidently ensured the continued popularlty of the Jewish figure in the 

draiJ'la of the lesser El fzabethan llghts - gentt-.n te•lngty content 

wlth c•shlng ln on the bo~-..offfce suc~esses of Marlowe and Shakupean 

by fneludhtg tncongruovsly lrrelev~ Jewish roles tn thelr dr-.. if 

enty to add tolour to oth•rwise dro•ry plots. The HerchMt •f yentC41, 

as might be expected. was r•nsaeked for both nerratlve end verse; aRd 

the "Jew~tays" of the 17th Century af'e significent only ln truing 

the gr•du.l degr.Satlon of t:h• Jewhh imago from tts Shakespe.arMn zenith 

to the <lramattc nadtr whteh pr.e_.d the c:.loshtg of the th .. tres. 

Wlthout the Chrfstlan •eftslblltty of Shakespe~re and devoid 

of the al1egortcal tradltton wlthfn which he worked. three dranathts -

John Day, WU llem Rowley, and G4!10rge Wilkins .. produud In unblu.Jhlng 

and execrably J)laglarlzed version of Shylock tn The TravaJ ts of the 

Three froth~r$ Sherley (1607). Zartph, the Jew In question. trades 1n 

precious stones Md h~s aft•r th• Chrfsti.n flesh of Slr Anthony 

Sherley hts unfortunate. debtor. soHloqufzlng in pseudo-Shyloekien 

fashion: 

A hundred thousand Ouckats! sweete r....._,rence. 
t•te reed lt agatne; a bun4red thousand Ouekats! 
SWeeter still : who owes lt? a Chrfstfan. 
CaniNifts brOOd. HoftnJe to my ioyfut 1 soul: 
If this su.me fatle (ay bon6 uns•tlsffed) 
Hee's In th• Jewn •rcy; mercy! ha, ha! 
Th$ L I" of £gypt sha 11 devoure thllft ell 
Ere I snow •rcy to • Chrfstlan. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Heaven gr•nt he aay want money to defray: 
Oh how I 'le then lMbr~• my happlnesse. 



~t Ge1d. sweet lewe11! but the .... test pert 
Of • Jewes 'F.N&t I• • tfKhtl~ heart. l 
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There is even • ptaglerized version of the trl•1 scene f~ The Merchant 

of Vsnlcf• Zarlph • llkl his Sh&kespear.-n co~religfonfst ~resolutely 

rejecting hJs vlcttm•s pl .. for m.rcy: 

Sir Anthony: le urclfult ... 
lew: Merciful. he, ha! 

Sf r Anthony: No, not to maa. I s~orne to aska tt of thee, 
lut to thine owne bla~k soule be mer~tfutl. 
lnhusane DQgge, th•t in Midst of curt .. le 
Dost yoke '" ln a Serpents anN., true s-.4 
Of th&t klsse-ktlllng Judu. Gtin thy black soute 
Have hope of pitty, being ptttllesse? 

lew: 'r•y for thyself• I • saved alr.-cty.2 

This r&pHc:• of Portta•s nrercy-spe.ch, all but emptied of Jts Chrtstlan 

doctrlfte •nd wholly QDunteratted by Slr Anthony's oommonplace Judas­

Serpent...Canlne execr•tlon, r•ns (and might h•ve ken Intended) as • 

parody of Shakeape:are's verse. It serves no thelllat tc purpose whatsoever 

~nd s..-s. together with the Zartp~ apt.odes, a purl1y arbitrary addition 

to 1 wretchedly constructed play~ 

The ~eratlon - •fter hraks and Shyloc;k • of the Jewish 

tmage on the Jaoobean •t~ge was further accelerated by the appearance, 

fn the 1610s~ of Robert Daborne•s A Chrlttian Iurn'd zurk (1612) •nd 

Fletcher's Cu!t~ of th~_Countrx (l619) . In the flrat of these appears 
' 

a trio of Jewish degenerates - 8enwash (a slave dealer .nd rec•lv•r of 

stolen goods), Rabahake (his servant) and Reuben (a brothel-~e.per) • 

who, at stage-~s. t.et le the great trodttlon that Marlowe and Shakespeare 

had established at the turn of the c.ntury. The play itself, as 

Or. Cardozo suggests. 

belongs to that class of llbe~ ~ on humanity at large a~d 
foreigners In particular by which playwrights had to rake 
up a living at the marcy of the rabble patronl~lng the 
common stages. One of the things Jt he1ps to show Is that 
the Jew was an exottc to ElJzabothan and Ja~bean Eng1and.3 

lQuotad by Jacob L. Cardozo, Th,- Cont!!RQr•~ J~ 
Or ... (AMsterd~: H.J. Perfs, 1§~5), p. 1 . 

aquot~ by Cardozo, pp. lS3-154. 

In the £1tzabethan 

3cardozo, p. 168 •. A deta11ed summary of the play appears on pp. 156·168. 



And ''exotic" fs the epithet that most aecuratety and succfnetly tl.lltl 

up Zabu1on, the Jewtsh plmp. in Fletcher's play. This Jew plays the 

pender to a nymphomaniae and roams the streets of Lisbon procurlng 

lmpecunfous noblemen to serve hts mistress ' s deslres ·a matter of 
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sexua1 ceremonies, hovertng ln the background and creating a laudelarlan 

atmosphere of eloyfng decodence and carnality. for most of the play he 

serves as an agent of corruption, clrculattng between hts mtstresa't 

bedroom and the male·stews of Llibon ~'d providing a dr•natJc link 

between the various spheres of perversion In the actlon.t But no longer 

ts the Jew's essential Jewtshness a matter of s1gnlfteance; no longer 

are hl$ reefal and retlgrous differences Meaningful devices whereby the 

dramatist mJght criticize eont~porery society; nor does he embody • 

set of values exposlng or afffnmlng the values of Christianity. 8oth 

Shylock and Barabos have been whittled down to clphers, &nd rhe eomp1ex 

l~age of tho Jew reduced to farefcel simplicity. 

Quite &part from the aetuat appearance of the Jew on the 

popular stage, Elizabeth nand Jacobean dr~ is cramned wi r·h a host of 

Incidental references to Jewlsh pr~tfees and cuat~ -as, for tnsrance. 

8el'l Jonson's htAOurous demonstration of the uantipathy betweene ••• lewes. 

and hogs flesh" tn _.l(:h he satirizes the hypocritical rejection of the 

Jews by the Purttans. Rabbi Zeal-of-the-land-busy in t artholomcw Fair 

(1614) makes this public declaration, piously rationalizing hfs appetfte 

for pork: 

In the way of comfort to the w.ake, t will goe, and eat . 
will eate exceedingly, and prophesle; there may be a 9ood 
vse m&de of ft, too. now 1 thlnke on•t: by the publlke 
eating of Swlnes flesh, to professe our hate, and loathing 
of tudalsme, whereof the breth ren stand taxed. I will 
therefore eate. yea, I will eate exceedingly. 

And John llttle~lt hastily responds: 

Good, i'falth, I wl11 eate heartily too, beeause I wll1 be 
no lew, I could neucr away wi th that sttffonecked generatfon.2 

lrh• Works of le•umont and Fletcher, ed. ~eber. Vol. II. 

2uaartho 1 omew F al r .'' I • v J ; The Works of Ben Jonson • ed. HerJford­
Simpson (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1921). Vt, 3§. 



The joke was even more rumbust lous ly made fn Everx Men Gut of His 

Humour (IS99) with Carlo's eulogy upon a plate of pork: 

o. It:'~ the only nourishing meat in the world, No meru111e 
though that saucie , stubborne generation, the lewes, were 
forb 1 dden It: for whet wou I d they ha • done~ we 1 I -pamper • d 
wlth fat porke, that durst ·munmure at their maker out of 
garlleke. tnd on i ors. s• 1 i ght' fed wIth l t I the whorson 
strummell-patchtf goggleNey'd Gru.ble~rres, would he' 
Gigantomaehlt 1d • . 

t4S 

Nor was circumcision any less risible a custom of the "fore­

skJnne cl tppers" of Old Jurie (as Nashe had called the Jews)2 than 

thelr abhorrence of pork; and Marston, In The lnsa~late ~tes! (1613), 

employs It In o pornographic quip: two Spanish gentlemen (each 

1JUglning himself to have been cuckolded t>y tho other) engage tn an 

exd'aange of vltuperatrve abuse, one yelling at the other: 

Would I had h~ the clreumclstng of thee Jew. lde ha' cut 
short your Cuko1d4nBker, I would ifoith, I would lfaith.3 

A: this ata9'!1, moreover, the word 11Jew'' had become a term of popular 

abuse , synonymou$ with villainy, blasphomy, mendacity, cupidity. 

deprevi ty and the varioua other unde1'irab1e attrlbut•s which the English 

considered alien to their nDtional characteristics. This was the iense 

in which the t.ater Jacobean dr.arutl&ts employed the word, a use 

symptom.tlc of the general deteriora~ len of an t~ge which Shakespeare 

and Marlowe had Oflce ert~ployed as metaphors of subtle r.ompfe)(l y and 

rnfinlte significance. 

The social Image of the Jew on the Jacobean stage was suddenly 

cut dead by the closing of the theatres in 1642. It was an abrupt 

te~lnatfon to a dramatic traditlon that had endured from the time of 

the Mystery Cycles; and It was never revived again wl 1 h tho $1me 

boisterousness and colour. For the Jews, however, the shut r ing of the 

English playhouses proved· highly advani•geous; for durip§ the thirteen 

y .. rs that elapsed between 1642 and the application of the Jows of Holland 

'"Every Man Out of Hit Humour." V.v; The works of len Jon5on, ed. 
Her;torct .. s hWtpson (Oxford: C 1erendon 'Press, 1927). IIi, 5mi .. 81. 

2Nuhe, ed. McKerrow·~/ { lson, tIt, 307. 

3"Th• tnsetlat Countess(' t II. i; The P l!Yt of John Marston, ed. 
H. Harvey Wood (London: 0 1 f v•r &. lioyd, I §34) , i l I , 40. 
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for re-admission to England, they -.naged to escape the attention of 

a theatre-going public whtch accepted as part of Its dramatle tradition 

the red--wigged, bottJe .. nosed villa In with the ant l ~soc ia I propens it los 

of the ueurer. And when the theatres re~ed during the ftes· .. orat ion 

this tredf i !on ••emed dead and forgotten. Indeed, i t was not un1 11 

rha 18th Century that the Jew returned to the tt•91. •~d by this time 

hts portrayal had became condttlone<f by the humanitarian impulses of 

the age. A meritorious (although -senti~nental) attempt w&s Mtde to 

atone for the Rfftal u.nce huge of the Jew, Less l ng and CU11~r t and 

~reating in the personages of Nathan the Wise and Sh•v• possible 

alternatives 10 larabas and Shylock. The Tel•udlc ••ge, the 

phlt~thropic Jew, and the honest Israelite seemed for the ttme tQ 

have ousted the tawny-bom\et.ed gentlentan who h•datzed on the El izab•then 

stage but who w for all thetr villainy -reMain the Infinitely greater 

literary creations. 



Lastly, It ls a very tnjurlou• Method unto Philosophy, 
end a perpetual promot lon of lgnoranQ, In pornts of 
obseurlty; nor open unto easy considerations, ta fall 
upon a present refuge unto Hlraetes; or reeurr unto 
tmmedlate contrfvenee, from ~ he fns .. rchable hands of 
~. Thus J n -the con~ It of the av ll odor of the Jews, 
Christian• without a further resoareh into the verf t y 
af the thing, or fnqu1ry Into the cause, drew up a 
jud.....,t upon the from the panfon of theit Saviour. 

S I It THOMS BROWN£, Pse~x I • ~e Idem I ee. 

VI 

THE IMAGE OF THE JEW ATOMIZED 
UNOEk A S£VtN11ENTH 
(£NTURY MICROSCO,£ 

The lm.ge of the Jew in the se~enteenth century, like the age 

which gave It bfrth, w.s ~ught ln the centrifugal pull of twO divided 

end dlst ingulshed worlds: the th.oeentrlc !Mdleva1 world w1th its 

sclen t lfle auperstructure firmly grounded upon superstition, and I t s 

concomitant Image of the seml~thlctl. mon,trous, usurious Jew-vt1leln 

of popular tradltlon• and the world of the scientific method, inter­

national trade. hfgh finance, polltfcat parties and ihe $0-called "new 

philosophy ~ ~ I t w•s an. age rn Whl~h the systematl~ rejection of the 

11vulgllt"' sclent If l¢ errors of the M ldctle Ages and the revalue t ton of 

contemporary eeonomtc morat I ty resulted, inevf t.ab1y. In • modJf icarton 

of attitude towards th• Jews; end having been anatomized and serutlnlzad 

like some blologteat phenomenon, they were ultimately centidered 

capable of partl(lpatlng tn the rapld dev~topment of the Eng1 Ish commercial 

world. The r&-.ntry Of Jews into England after 1656 -whether in foc t t 

legitImately s~nct Joned or not - was c: learly consequent. however. upon 

the corrosion and ultimate breakdown of the compo$lte image, current 

since tl~ i~rlal. of the Jew as u5urer, capl ~atist, bogey and 

Chrlst~il1er; and thfs tmage crumbled, It seems to me, partly under 

the tllpact of the "n.w philosoph'/' and partly under the lner .. stng 

pressure of rlslng Hebraic Puritanism. The radical etonomle theory, 

inltlatod by t~ Usury 8111s of the sixteenth century and furthered by 

the Utopian philosopher•, served prtmartly to unde~tne the long 

established eoneept af the ~ew as extortfonary moneyman; th• scientific 

pragmat ISJtt of the age demo1lshed the supent lt :ous accret lon of c:entur Ies 

147 
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atteehlng to tt. monstrOU$ Jt.tsh devil; at'ld the hbral$11 of the 

HI llentat Phl1osophen not Oftly r.suscitated the heroic: iM«~ge of t.,. 
Old Test-.nt WArrior. l>ut •tpllat fa•d the potent tal red_,t ton of the 

Jows by conversion rath•r thm theJr damnable exi•t.,ce as the 

muderen of thr f H. It ls the ult £mete obv fat !on of these three 

dOmtfttftt archetypes, effect•d by three doeinatlng elements of 

seventeen century thought ttHJt seems to eondl L !em the further ew1ut ion 

of the Jewish lme.ge In Eng1i11h Ht•rary h iJtory. And the period of 

the 1650s seeMS erucle1 to this essay. 

Me oth•r mcment of hfttory could have been more prop It tous 

for t~ re•admlsslon of the Jews to England than tha mtd-century. 

For. t.v that t tM. the 4KOnOinic c:onr.ef'IU of tho Eng I fsh mind had ~n 

reeast into a mould rtdtea11y different from thst of the Chrtetlan 

eeonom J' ts af the Renal ssaMe; and C rCM~DWe ll' s po 1 r cy for enha.ne ins 

the prosperity of the C~we•lth by ettreeting Jewish clpitet to 

conae-retal centres predomlneted over the outtn&ded medieval objKtlons 

to the damn•.,•• sln of usunr and the taking of profft. It was the odium 

of ttNt Hldctle Ag•s which h•d pro~ted th• Image of the Jew in 

Elizabethan drema •• • utur~ous extortloner; but ~h• philosopher~ 

aeonomtsts of the seventnnrh c.entury w.re to adopt a more progre.ss lve 

vJ$Wpoint, OAe whtdt wu grilduetty to metamorphoza the villainous 

Shylock into the dignlfJ•d llothsdl11d figure of the fol1owfng century. 

tr•nsmutlflt th• desplc•ble Jewish usurer tnto the greet and respectable 

lnternatlonel march~nt~finanet•r. And when they returned to Engltnd, 

the Jewt were not only weloa.ed as a nece$stry ald to finance, but. 

vlndteeted agatnst the anctent medieval prejudfces, were actually 

encouraged to engage In ~eylendin9 wlthout ~he invarteble resentment 
t 

of the debtor c: las-. ... 

radt~l change In the drift of conteMpOrary •e~lt thought; and his 

essay On Usury obllged Ja~,bean aoctety to take cogniz1nee of the basic 

eo.nerc i a1 neefl of the ago, and MOd I fy I ts econcxn t c: moral i t y accord t ngl y. 

,or the sevent .. nth cefttury world of trade and finlfte6 hed vlrtually 

obviated the Antonfo·tYPfJ t~terc1'umt, ond the ethtes of Shylock bee.,. 



those of en increasingly powerful commerclal middle-class. one which 

found it necess1ry to retlonallze the taking of interest end condone 

Its own • pparently HJewhh" actlvlty. The I~Hte of the Jewish 
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merdkent wa&, lndeed, to recur tn the many pollttcal treatises fnten1 

on deftn ing the Ideal connonwoalth - but he no longer appured In the 

crenge-tawney bonnet and fur·trlmmed gaberdine of the usurer-play. He 

beeamo, tnste.d, a dtgnffled end ldaallzed representat tve of the new 

ewnomlc order which the cont inental Jews were to introduce into 

England on thefr re-admission; end the ffrst indication of thla ehanglng 

image seems traceable to Baoon•s Mew Atlantit (1626) where Joabln, the 

Jewlah merehant of Bensalem • 

a wise man, -"d learned, and of great policy, end excellently 
seen in the lawJ and ¢US tau of that nat ton ... t 

is made a spok4tsman for the super-moral fty of the Island. The treatise. 

however, tenminates abruptly and Joabfn Js denied the opportunity of 

expounding upon the eCOnOmic policies of lenst1em; bvt there Is 

suff1tlent indlcatlon of a.con•s Intentions to integrate the Ideal Jew 

within the so¢ial and economic fr.-.work .of the Ideal thrlsttan 

&Oet•ty. granttng him full relJglout freedom and the right to engage 

In every aspect of oommtrcial actlvf ty . 

The old argU~MnU ~ich the medieval preachers ,..d employed 

to ret ion a 1 t ze thel r INtt re:d for the Jews were t a~ up once •t•l n by 

the seventeenth century economists ~not as Ins t ruments of anti-Semltlc 

propogenda, but •s • ~~ of justifying tht business methods of the 

New Economy; aru.f what h~ once been an Jm•ge of eon tMPt, w t th • II tt le 

manipulation, became an iMago of cQMier~let emulotton. No longer was 

Jewish ac:anomtc conduct d•crted •s the lowest form- of human ac:tlvity. 

1t was used, r1ther, as • Means of tattonall,Jng the busfness morality 

of Chrlstlan merchants ln a world where usury~ no longer • sin; and 

John Selden. ~te Ta~l• Ttlk seems to epltomlze th• top1eal poln ts­

of~vfew In t.._. late century, voices an opinfon on thf s met ter as well: 

The Jew$ Lh• wrtte!J were forblddentto take Use one of another. 
but they were not forbidden to t ake It of other Matlons. That 
being so. I see no r .. son. why t may not as well take Use for 

lthe Works of ;rencls las;<~n, •d. I. Montagu (London: Win. Plckerlng, 
nf26) • , a 1. 1o . 



my Money as Rent fqr my HOU5e. 'Tls a v1ln rhlng to say. 
Money be~ts not Money; for that no doubt Jt d<:te;.l 

As a race. moreover, the Jews eame gradually to be regarded as the 

exemplars of finan~fal progress, and the old pr•Judlces ~gainst the 

cursed usueer were finally subordtnat&d to a r•cognl t lon of the 
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uttiJ ty value of the Jew as an instrument of modern economic prosperity: 

Talk what you wi11 of the Jews.L$atd Selde:nJ, that they are 
cu~&ed, they thrive ~ere'er they come; they are able to 
oblige the Prfnce of their Country by londing htm Money; 
none of them beg~ they keep together; and for being hated, 
my ltfe for yours, Chrlstfans hate one another as mueh.2 

This, apparentfy, had been t.he general $pirit in which the Jew& were 

re-admitted. Th• wt\eel had come full cl rele . For what was onc:e & 

source of e~onomJe embarrasS~~ent to Edward I. became a symbo1 of 

c.octaerclal edvancement to Cr~ll's England; and when Kenaueh ben 

lsr•el 11 the Jewhh merchant frem Ams~terdam.-·came to England to 

nagotia.te wtth Parlieaent on bot&a1f (Jf his people. he los t no opportunity 

of tr•dfng upon thls changing economfG image in ordor to bolster h!s 

raligiou~ and humanitarian arg.-.nu for the re .. admisslon of the Jews: 

••• for thenoei}h$ WTote Jn hls petitJon to the Lotd Protecto~ 
I hope there will follow a great blessing f~ God upon them, 
and a very abun4tnt tradtng unto and from all Part~ of the World, 
nor on1y without prejudl~e to the English Hatton, but for their 
Profl t , both ln Importation and Exportation of Goods.3 

At any other perlod of time 1 t would have been elearty lmposs lble for 

• Jew to seek re~admlsslon to a thrlstien country by reviving an lmage 

encrusted wlth tho eCQnemie odium of contvrtes. 8ut ev.n wh lle Henaeseh 

bon Israel wae negotiating with Cromwell's governmont the traditional 

image was being revised ~ notably In James Harlngton•s favourable 

aceount of Jewish ~n•y ... lendtng fn his Utopian rOMance, The, ConnonW!!lth 

of Oceana (16S6) - end the Jew re-entered the English c<JR~Mrc!al 

eonsc:toua~nus In an aspect v•ry different frQm that in which he h.td been 

bantshed. Thts nw Image, morf!Qver., underwent no signiflc.:.n ; mutations 

in an age whfch relied upon Jewish capfta1 for the development of Tts 

Srab1e Talk, •e.i"S the Discourses of John Selden (1689) (Temple Classfcs 
edl t ton; Londori: Dent, 1~9§L pp. l4s .. 4&. " 

2a b t d . , P . S6. -
3Q.uo.ted by Marcus Arkin, "The £eonah)lc kckground to the Restoratfeft 
of Anglo-Jewry"• Jewi!h, .Affatn, Vol. X, No. 4 (Aprl1? 1955), p.24. 



~~~ tntt tt'-ft tGM .. t"- ttOCk1Xc:hMg.t, tl\• benktng 'Y•t•• end 

the J-.ort•ttt ..-ret tons of lft •m•t lon.l tr«<fe; Md e.v• q,. rekt ron 

•IMt Ct'OIIIIIelPl poltct., tlvth't tM hstor•• f9ft f•l1~ to eher 

the I'\GW1y tcqulretf ~rcla1 ttatv• of th• J•· If •nythhtfh lt 

Jtr .... at~ ft. ,.,. a, ...... chlrlng hh exu ... Md r•cetved • gf .. t 

deal of flNn-¢1•1 •••J•t•nce frcm the Jews of Hottand Met r"1i~:ed the 

partieultr edvMta of retaining aevert l WdiTJ\y Jwtsh tncmev1 ftd•rs 

la the prOI'iJ.\ll.y of Whit4tbtt1. AM whon Cathortne of lr•P"*•~ hlt 

brlde ... l~t, arf'iv~ lo £ngland with a tetlnue of Jew ttl\ Stew•rds for 

t'- une~t of hu dowry. i t ....-.od M» tong.t,tr relevill'l~ t·bat l•u lhM 

• C41\tury hfor• ,U•• perJc:m.l Jewh.h •tteadont on • .,_ Q.ueen had ~­

c:onvi¢~ad of •t uet~JH ing to pol Jon her. 

TM r•....-t••h• o,f th• Jclwt to IA'gl~ wet fOftl•qHnt not only 

vpon • ~sf.S.r•tlon of ~tc noratity tftd the eonr-otft-.t 

,..flni-tton of ttt. cOI'l¢~t of the ••,.,;•·, ~~ vpoft • r••Ht•l f'e-otdltrin.g 

of ttt. ••f"'ff'Ythtt•1 ..Siftal f.qe In t•rM• of dt• ~sehWttlftc •thad"; 

.,_. ,,_ fM ~fatft betWMn eccot~ r•lttltmt dogN and t'- 1'evo1u tonery 

'*n• p.hHosophyn .,..r,ed (he func!t~Mant•lty Uft-myt:hl~•t .ncf eo.onp1•e• 

figure of t.he Jflw, stripped of hf' vlrlous MgiQJ ptQ9ertlos Md taw. 
wrtcl•· I fie t~flt 1: ions of popvt•r tMtH.,. 'or the ·~tift' sc:lent>e 

(•s ""ttl'tw AtttOtcf al9bt hw. ••Icf) -.~ at . ~.-d tu tJIIOr lOI\t to ~rt•in 

f•("u. ad ttte factt wtre now fail lttg t q 4111uf tM itHge of tMJ J•tlh 

llofey, along w· dt Mft'/ otheP't ... ed ~ tu;>erttltlous fovJ\4fatitlfls, 

.. ,.ly uc,.....ted out apitte te hil A·MfA'"'.t ''''""~rated. -~ •• 
.,r~t .,, iaed ...., through ttt. tretfo,..Jag gl-.s of ttMI ac ilftt lftc 

•J(!:~<~. 

n.. Mhwu:hety 6ftUhtstoft of ttMJ .M«t.._ c:Otlfraued with tf'te 

erW\bl htt of *tit. a..rhMd ¢0ft~t1on• wa ,..,,~..,. cfori~tg the 

~.etth. ,., • int..,M cfulre for tlw dt&b1i5hcaent of • ftet •r• .. 
• MHtiaic A~ of progr.st in wt\i~h l(l.nc.e ..,._. to p1ee4J tU. 

ftas-nt.ry ""*..," t~thar ·~tn lftd IHIJ hf MW iMapt fraa th• cf•t»fft. 

I)'. . ... il 1 --



And it wes fn thJs spirit thar. Slr 'Thomas lrown.e. the meditatlve 

llt•rary 1cientlst of the mfd-Qentury 1 burrowed 4mDft9 the •tomles 

1S2 

of the .aglcal world of the old •edleval scrence, lovingly reJurrecttng 

ancient $Uptrstltfons, 1agteel1y refuting them, and almo$t reluctantly 

setttng th aside. The gryphon, the dragon. the salamander, and the 

phoenf~ are all subJected to ~lnute scientific fftvesttgation ln hiJ 

Pseudodoxta Epfdemlea, or VulQ!r Errors (1646); and wedged batween e 

eh1pter 1t0f Sneezing'' and anor her 'ttlf P lgmtestt appears a s lmrlarly 

m.t lcu1ous sctentifte analysts of that mysterious and ~ythieal anlmel -

the Jew. Indeed, thts ps•udo-phllosophle treat ise represents what Is 

probably the ffrst mejor l~act of modernity upon the medieval image 

Th• ent f re eh~tpter "Of the Jew$11 f s devoted to a -mfnor and 

apparently tnsfgnifrcant error: "That Jews st ink n•turally, that ts, 

that In t heir race and nation fhere l! an evtt savour"; but In Slr 

Thom.s•$ refutat1on of this vulga~ fal~cy, made all the mor8 sagaetous 

by the meas~r•d cadence of his prose, ltes • signtfJcantly greater 

lssuo ~the ultl~ate ~posure of the superstttious imago of the Jew In 

fts enttre•y. wlth a ho$t of slmil~r1y ludferous accretions which had 

gone unquestioned in the ltterature of England ever sfnee the Conquest. 

Th ls (;ha-pter c>f Pseudqdox fCI Ep I dptea, however • ts not so muon aft drly 

sp•eimen of sympath•tle r.cism then an fndlcatfon of the natura l ­

philosopher•$ reje~tion of ancient medieval schotastT~IsM - that tendency 

to examine trad!ttonal authority according to the scfentfflc t enets of 

observatfon. experfmont. end verlffeatlon, and to reJect whatever fafled 

to eonfonft to reeson or senso. The old s~lentist'• it seems. hed 

accepted as lncontestabte that the lll s•v~ur of the Jews was 

a c.urse derlv.d upon them by Christ. and stands as a "dge or 
brand of a goAeretlon that ¢ru~lftcd their Salvator. But 

[""continues Sir ThomasJthh; !s • conceit without a11 warr•nt; 
end •n easle way to take off disput e tn what point of 
obscurity soever.l 

The "new., philosopher W-e$ prepared 't.O endorse noth lng wl thout ptoOf or 

"dlspu!ett; and hls ttfll i .. sct•ntlftc rejection of Jewfsh putrescenc.e ts 
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conducted by lrowne wlth a typical blend of apptr~t seriousness. an 

enthusiaa~ for the curious, and a wittily ecleet lc ra t ionale • . 

lut that an unsavoury odour fs gentilltogs or national unto 
the Jews /Fe begin!.), lf rightly understood, we cennot we1 t 
eMt.ede; AOr wf 11 the tnformat 1on of reaton or sense induce 
ft. I 

And having established these crtterfa of sctentlffc Jnvestlgatlon, he 

proceeds to atoml.- the superstttton point by polnt: 

For f t rs t • Upon eonsu 1 t ot r .. son, there w t 11 be found no 
.. ,, • .ssvrance to fasten a material or temper.menta1 
propriety upon -.y netlon; there befng searc:e any cond1tfon 
(but what depends upon ct ime) wh1d\ Is ftOt exhausted or 
okcurM front the CQ!IIIIlxture of introventent Aat Jons el ther 
by eC~~~~Daree or conquest; •uch more w t n h be d Iff I cult to 
make out th it affeet Jon In the Jews; whose race however 
pretended to be pure. must needs have suffered Inseparable 
COIIIIixtures wlt.h n.tfons of all sorts; not only In regard 
of thefr ,roae1ytes. but t~lr universal dispersion; sa.e 
befng posted from several ,.arts of the earth. others qu1te 
lost, and swallowed up ln those nattons where they planted.2 

AssUMing then. th•t the J~s had been scatt•red over the earth aftd 

assimilated by other races. was It not potslble to detect them by 

their dtstlnetlv• arOM •nd dtstlngulsh thtm frcm the other D~C~~Rilers of 

the commuft1ty1 For. adds lrowne ironfea11y: 

tt is a matter very eonsidoreble, and could they be s•ll~ 
out, would much adv.tntage, not only the Church of thrlst, but 
also the coffers of Prinees .3 

Why. moreover. hid the asstmJI•tlng nat1ons, throvgh lnte~rrlatt or 

fornication with the Jews. not aequired the •~ proverbJat odour? 

For ft Js evidently Impossible. •• Slr ThoMas argues, 

to ••tabllsh thts quality upon the Jews, unt .. s wt also 
transfer the ,,.. unto thole whose generatfOM are mlxed. 
whose

4
genealogles are Jewish. and ttaturelly derlvad from 

th•. 

And he ftt~Mdiate1y launches upon • defenee of Judaic hygtene, formulatfng 

an lug• of the ~ whos• religion tmposft upon him a verlt•ble rJtuel 

of t1ean11Aess. not only upon hts person but fn his dlet•ry and 

sexual habits n well: 

1Th• W!rks o§oStr ThoNs Browne, ed. Charles Sayte (London: 
ft I cherds", 11} 1'1, tli8. 

G.rant 

ltt!id. t pp. \48~9 . 
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As for theJr dlet[he contrnoo'!}'whether In obedlenee unto the 
precepts of reason. or the lnj :·cttons of par~lmony, therein 
they are very telftperate;. s ldcim offendfng fn ebrtaty or exeen 
of drink, nor erring ln gutoslty or superfluity of mee~s• 
whereby thoy prevent lndlgestlon ~nd ~rudlties , and conJequently 
putrescen~e of humours. l 

A$ for thetr generotfons and coneoptlont (which ere the pur•r from 
good dlet). they becane more pure el'\d perfect by the strict 
obsorvation of their Law; upon the Injunctions whereof. they 
sevorely observe the tfmes of Purification, and avoid all copulation. 
clther in the unclsanness of th~selvet, or Impurity of their Women . 
A Rule, I fear, nor so woll observed by Chrlstlons.2 

A complete reversal of traditional atti~udes seems dls~ernfble fn this 

re-orlentetron of the Jewtsh imago; for, after eenturtes of odtum, the 

Jew wes not only belng c1oensed but exhibited to the Chri5tlan •s an 

object of admiration and emu1otlon, rather than one of eontempt and 

dertsfcn. Above all, ectuDl contact with t·he continental Jew~ ~erved 

prlm~rily to re·inforce th!s favourable lmpre!slon; ~nd the charge 

ag~inst the evil o~our of the Jews was ulttma 1ely vi~l8ted by scientlfic 

observe lon and the proof of common-sense: 

lastl ~ L:Wrltes Bro~njV, Experience will convtc1 i'; forth!~ 
offens1ve odor is no way discoverable in their Synagogues 
where many are, ~ncl by reason of their number could not be 
concealed: nor Is the same discernible fn commerce or 
conversation wt•h such as are cteanly !n Apparel, and de~en ' 
in their Housos.3 

Then, wt.h a <;arefully c-alculated sarcastic wi ticism, he reduces hls 

vutgGr error to i . s final absurdity: 

for un ··o converted Jews who are of ! he same 5eec! .[he points ouJ , 
no Han 1mpuieth 1his un5evoury odor; as though Aromatl7.ed by 
their ~onvors ion, they 1o5t their scent with their Religion, 
and smelt no longer then they savoured of :he Jew.4 

The conclusion f!nalty arrived at by this mld-seventeenrh century 

phl1osopher Is tha~ the eharge egaln~~ ~he Jews derives e~sentla11y from 

a naive ration~1lzetlon of u.-he distasteful averseness of the Chrlstlen 

from tha Jew5"and th• acceptance of a metaphorlce1 expression of 

'tbld. -
2 t b; d. ' fi p. 151 -52. 
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corruption or guttt IS a l iteral truth. Subjected to scientific 

scrutiny, however. thls hypothesis 1s reiect.ed as both fallible and 

tnsubstontla1 -

it bofng a dangerous pofnt to annex a constant property unto 
any Nation, and much more this unto the Jew; since this quality 
Is not verifiable by ob5ervatlon; since the grounds are feeble 
that should establish It; ~nd, Ja5tly, since if all were true, 
yet are the reasons aJle•dged for it, of no suffic1oncy to 
ma l n u in 1 t • 1 

ISS 

This Is the first attempt tn the literature of the age to eliminate the 

indiscriminate labelling of races, the unfounded superimposition of 

national tr8its that have no val lcity in fact;2 and if Slr Thomas Browne 

is not always strictly &cientiflc, his pragmatic reasoning and irontc 

wrt nevertheless (Onstitute incipient lndf~ations of a questioning 

and re-think ing frame of mind that was to predlspo&e a once projudlclal 

soctety in favour of Jewish re~admisston to England, Time was at its 

perlod for the Europe~n Jews of tho 1650s. The Middle Ages had 

witnessed their expulsion from a country in which they were economically 

redund"nt; the Renaissance was ln too ambivalent a state of mind to 

view the Jaws dispassionately• but the iron of liberalistic, scientific 

and economic phtlosophy w.u hot in the mid-seventeenth century, and 

Menasseh ben Israel stru(k it accordingly. 

The ieventeenth century, it seemst had achieved an equll ibrlum 

of scientific reason and religious faith; but whtle its Intellectual 

pragmat t~ had been conditioned to accept the Jews, tt• emotions were 

frequen tl y antagoni$tic towards them. This dichotomy is evident even 

In the writings of the naturalist -phl lo~ophers who. in the very act of 

giving the lio to ~ulgar medieval sup~rstitions. were yet incapable of 

ca5ting off the d .. ply ingra·ned pr~judlce' against the J~~s• and whl1e 

1J..!t.!1., p. 155. 

2As Burton~ for lnstancet tends to do; 111The Austrian 1 ip, and those 
tndlan! 1 flnt noses are propogated, the Bave"i=i"an""7hTn, and goggle 
eye& among the Jews, as Buxtorfiul observes.'" The Anatomy of 
HelancholJ[, ed. A.R. Shllleto (London: Geo. 8e11, i893). 1. 242. 



the economic •nd tclentfftc mlnd was geared t.o tolerate the Jew. the 

ChrfstJan heart was often ehary of committing ftself. Seventeenth 

century Man .. 

that great and true Amph il!.!!!. whose nature is d·l sposed to I ive 
not onley llke other creatures Jn divers el~1ents, but in 
divided and dlstlngufshed worlds1 -
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seemed able, Indeed, to think from wlthln the phtJosophlc framework.of 

two completely separate systems or be11ef; and this sensibility, in 

turn, managed to preserve the duallty of the Jewish image without either 

myth disrupting or destroying tho other. 

Something of thts ambivalence is evident in Burton's compendium 

of contemporary thought, The An&t£fflY of Melancholy (1621); and his 

diseussion of the Jews fllustrates that combination of contradfctory 

Impulses ... tolerance end lntolerance, acceptance and rejection - so 

dharacterl!tlc of the early decades of the century. 

The Jews~e begJ~stJck together like so many burrB, bu~ a~ 
for the rest whom they ctlf Gentiles, they do hate and abhor, 
they eanAot endure that thei r Massies should be a cenrftOn 
Saviour to us all, and rather as luther writes, then they 
tfia t"'ti'Ow scoff at thM. curse thdl, persecute end rev i 1 e thetft, 
sha 11 be eohe Irs and brethren w I th them, or have any part of 
fe11owshfp with thefr Kessfas~ they would crucffy thetr 
Messfa~ ten times over, and God himself, hts Angels, and all 
hts creatures, If tt were potsfble, though they endure a thousand 
hells for tt. Such Is their malice towards u$.2 

There emerges from the passage ~n fmpt led criticism of religious 

fntoterance among both rol igious groups • the condemnation of an 

exaggerated form of Jewish anti-ChrJstfanity, and the acknowledgment 

of anti-Semrttc forms of persecution, revulsion and derision .mong the 

Christian communities. It is significant, moreover. that the ant i -

Jewish luther should provide &urton with hts baste source rather than 

the religious humanists of hi~ own age; but the luther•n and 

contemporary Images co-incided In one important aspect of the Jew -

his rel tgtous obstinacy, hIs tenacious adherenee to Jttdalsm, ~ 11th•t 

no persuasion, no terror , no persec:utlon, can dtvert them.") 

tarowne, "Rellglo Medlcf11
; The Works of Sir Thomas lrowne, I , 51. 

2aurton, til, 400·40l. 

3tbid.' p . 430. -



The Jews [he eont inua!l at th l5 day are so incornprehoos i bly 
proud and churlish, salth Luther, that soli salvari. soli 
domini torrarum salutarl volunt . (They alone wish to be saved, 
they aione.wlsh to be hatled as saviours of the world.) And. 
as Buxtorfiu5 adds. so Ignorant and se1f -wf l1ed withal, that 
amongst their most understanding Rabbins you shall find naught 
but gross dotage, horrible hardness of heart, and stupend 
obstinacy. ln all their actions, opinions. conversations: 
and yet so zealous withal, that no man living can be more, and 
indicate themselves for the elect people of GOO . t 

In the Rellglo Medtel (1643} which appeared a fow decades later, 

lS7 

Sir Thomes Browne was to utter a similar complaint agafn$t the headstrong, 

moody race • far too proud for a people in misfortune ~ stubbornly ond 

unreasonably resisting the summons to Christian fellowthlp. In a tone 

of lneredulity. Inconsistent with the measured commonsensical approach 

of Pseudodoxt a Eeldemlca, he berates the Jews for thetr interpretation 

of the Old Testament end thelr ~efectlon from the New: 

And truly [he remark.!J. ft is beyond wonder, how that contemptible 
and degenerate issue of Jacob, once 50 devoted to Ethnlck 
Superstltfon, and so easlly seduced to the ldolatory of their 
Neighbours, should now In su~h an obstinate and peremptory belief 
adhere Qnto their own Doetrtne, oxpect lmposslbilttles, and in 
the faco and eye of the Chur~. persist without the least hope 
of Conversion. This Is a vice in them, that were ~ vertue In us; 
for obstinacy ln e bad Cause i s but constancy In a good.2 

The spe~tous fragment of rationalization whlch concludes thi s outburtt 

betrays the "other" side of the philosopher's lnte I feet ... for no 

statement could be loss scientific and no question more illogically 

begge~. Wh~t he com~s to realize , however, is that the Indomitable 

nature of Jewish obduracy necessitates a fo"' of religious tolerance 

as the only possible e ltornat!ve to persecution and bloodshed, and 

that conversion enforcod by violencu ts fundament~lty taerllegloua: 

Tho Jew Is obstinate In a ll fortunes; tho persecution of fifteen 
hundred years hath but conftnmed them in their Errour: they 
have already endured whatsoever may be lnfllcted, and have 
suffered, in a bad ceuse, e\'on to the condemnation of their 
enemlos. Persecution is a bad and Indirect way to plont 
Relig•on. It hath been the unhappy method of angry Devotions, 
no\ only to confirm honest RelJgton, bur wicked Heresies, and 
extravagant Oplnlons.3 

1~.' pp. 401-402. 

2erowne, I , 39. 

3Jbld., p. 110. 
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Although the opening decades of the age seemed to initiate a series of 

bitter conflicts between the Puritan .. nd Angltc.n factlons, intcnslffed 

by rellgfous fanatfet~ and persecution, the century ended wtth the 

Toleration Act and a human+stic respect for the llberty of oon5clence 

and belief. Sir Thomas Browne was primarily concerned, In the Reltgio 

Medici, wi th the consolodatton of thls change in per~onal religious 

attltude.i. and his tympathetlc tolerance derTves essentiatly fran that 

general state of mind which Robert Burton had recorded a few decades 

$&rlter. Bur ton's potnt.s of vlew, once ag~in, are less hl~ own than a 

subst.:mptton of the opinions 11 in the air" of the 1620's; .nd the tolerant 

racism of the century is particularly evident ln his trea~nt Qf the 

Jews. fndlcattng that change in rellgious sen~ibl11ty which was to meke 

Jewlsh re-admission to England e posslb!llty. He begins. by elftPhaslstng, 

as 8r~e was later to do, the general need for a recognition of the 

tndomltable nature of the Jew. 

They are generally so refractory, self-conceited, obstln•te* so 
flnnly addteted to that reltgion In which they have bee~ bred 
and brought UP ffie wrJtejl ~ that no penuasion) no tarror 7 no 
persecution can divert them. The consideration of which hath 
Induced many Commonwealths to suffer them to enjoy their 
eonscten<:e$ .as theywf11 themsetvet». A toleration of Jews Is 
ln most provinces of Eur!?fe. -

An~t he goes on to say -

some ar e of opinion that no man ough •· to be compelled for 
conseienee sake, but Jet hiM be of what rettglon he w111, 
he may be saved, as Corne1fus was fonmerly accepted, Jew, 
Turk, Anlbepttsts, ,e. If he be an honest man, llve SOberly 
an~ c lv!tly ln his profession, ••• serve his own God, with 
that fear and reverence ~e ought. I 

These were to be the new crfterla of social and religious acceptance; 

and the Jews, who under the feudal system of the Kldd1e Ates had bean 

dented even the beslc rights of ~istence> were now to be regarded in 

the transforming llght of h"'*'lstlc: tq1erance. 

(16S8-1660) who first expressed the hUNnfst•s dental of e 11perpetua1 

dec:ree"2 galnst tho Jews., or the flna1tty of God•s rejeet lon of his 

laurtOn~ '''· 430. 

2uA Treat ise on Chrtstlan Doctrine", trans. t.R. Sumner; The Pros! 
Works of John Milton (london: Bell, 1891), IV, 7l. 
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poople; for grace had suddenly bec.ome aval lable to lilt mankind, and even 

the lncorrtgible Jew was granted ~ accr0dfted place tn the Chrfstfen 

theology of the mtd~cantury. Thus H;lton: 

St. Paul therefore asserts the right of God to Impart whatever 
grace he chooies even to tho undeserving. V. 14, 15. and 
concludes -"so then lt Is not of him that wflleth, or of hlm 
that runneth, (not even of Jacob, who had openly confossed 
himself undeserving, nor of the Jews who followed after th~ 
laws of r lghteousneS$) but of God that l9hewoth mercy," V. 16. 
Thus S • Paul establishes the right of God wlth respect to 
any elect ton wh~tever, even of the undeserving. l 

The toleration of the Jews seems, indeed, to have been lnt~gra1 to the 

Miltonic fonm of Purltanlsm with its intense desire to accomplish tho 

Pa~line prophe~y of u1ttmate salvation In the Commonwealth, Its 

detenninatlon to croate a second Israel in England; and a constant 

id~tification of tho ancient Hobrews and the contemporary English, the 

land of Jsraol and that of England, was established In the allegorical 

c4lst of Purit.an thovght , persisting even Into the Restoration. Cromwell 

had seen himself as a hero of Biblical antlq~lty; his soldiers sang t~ 

Songs of DJvid as thoy put the'~hJllstlnes" to rout and freed tho 

country of th<! Stuert Government• s 14£gypt i.en bondagett; the Root-•nd-

Branch visionar ies endeavoured to ~ko the Jewish Sabbath the British 

Sabbath; and iome sects even advocat~d tho adoptlon tn England of 

the Levlticalloglslation- that same "life under the law" which the 

comment~tors of the Middle Ages had so forcibly denounccd.2 

This o11agorical ldontiflcation constituted an integral aspect 

of tho heightened self-awareness of a nation gearing itself to a 

dedicated Messianic destiny and confident of Jts sp1rttua1 and tntelloctual 

regeneration fn ~ great new era. The mid-century was ponmeated with 

this Hillenlal Philosophy- the boltef that Cromwell's government was 

tho Fifth Empire dest lned to herald Jn the Hes$ ian rc Age, a belief whIch 

aceordod well wlth the prognosttcatlons of the Jewish Cabbalists. But 

the Purftans malntalncd. and the Lord P~tector supported thetr view 

1tbld., p. 72. -
2ytdo A.H Hyamson, A History of the Jews in England (London: Methuen. 

1928). Chop. XVt: : ttEnglish Elements in the ~-setticment. 11 



160 

for polrtt~a1 reasons of his own, that the Hlllenlum eould not d.wn 

until the Jews had been re-admltt~d to England and converted . Statesmen 

began to re~formulllte thel r Jowl sh Polley under the pressure of "dlvtne 

roasons";l and the pulpit re·tnforced their polit~el arguments by 

constantly preaching the Chrfstian duty of welcomlng the J~s to the 

New Israel, end reviv ing the teachfngs of St.. Paul on the doctrine of 

Conversion: 

For If the casting away of them be the r~concillng of the wo~ld, 
what shall the recelvlng of them be, but lifo from th~ dead? 

This was the expectation of the new regime * a national rebirth, a 

spiritual reg~nerat lon in \1hich England came to symbolize the Pauline 

olive-tree .onto which the Jewish seton was to bo regrafted. Once again. 

th~ rmaginativo mind seized upon St. Paut•s attitude towards the Jews, 

and onte again the Jews became the subjoct of devocional poetry as 

they had been in the fourteenth century; but the ~ul f of time separating 

the two agas had resulted in a complete reversal of literary treatment 

as tho Image of the Chrt~t-killer gave way to that of e contemporary 

Meuiah. 

The first poe t1 c express ion of this new Image appe•rs fn the 

religious 1 yr ks of George Herbert; and h t s poem 11The Jews11 , t ncl uded 

irs The Tom.e,lo (1633) • dcvc:lops from an utterance of sympathetic raet1m 

to a p•~sionatc prayor for the regel'leratfon of Israel: 

Poore nation, whose sweet sap and juice 
Our cyons have purlotn'd and left you drle; 
Whose stre~5 we got by the Apostles' sluce, 
And use tn bapti$ffie, while ye plne and die~ 
~ho by not keeping once became a debter, 

And now by keeplng lose the letter; • 

Oh that my prayers • mino alas! 
Oh that somo angel might a trumpet souncl, 
At whJch the Church, falling upon her face, 
Should erie so loud unti11 the t r~p were drown\d, 

t 111 1t seems to me there a1•e divine reasons ••• for their admlsston . 
• • • Whore wee both pray for theyre conversion, and believe It 
shall be. I know not why we should deny the means.•u Major 
General Whell~y ·ln a 1otter to Mr. Secretary Thurloe. Quoted 
by T. Letyvctd, Shylock on the Stage, ~ . 12, fn. 15. 

2Rocrtans 11 : l S. 



And by that erie. of her d .. re Lord obtain 
That your sweet sap mtght come agaln!l 

Tho flr$t stanza ls a pocatk synthesls of the baste ideas contained 
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In Romans ~~ . Infused wlth a peculiarly humanlstlc tone of compassion 

which is Herbett•s own. The imagery, of course. derives directly from 

the Paultne 5ymbol of the oltve-tree and Its metaphor of grafting- a 

symbol of the Judtlc root-rolfglon and Its Chrtstlan seton, wfth the 

Implied suggestion of tho Christian's absorbtton of the mJsused 

nourishment of the Jew. The second stanza takes the fonm of a ferv•nt 

plea for t he realization of s· . Paul's vfslon of ultimate salvation-

tho burgeoning of the olive-tree by n re·graftfng of the Jewi sh scion 

on to the orfgTnal stock, and tho nourishment of both reltgtons by th• 

same sap. The Imagery. moreover, s~ems to prophesy n momentous Incident 

In the history of Chri5tlentty, a groat new ere heralded by angelic 

trumpets; ~nd the image of the Churc.h prostrate at. the feet of Godt 

crying for the re-vltaltzat:fon of Jcdatsm, ls sufficient lndtcetton of 

t·hc lncrClllslngly effective humanlHJc rafa!;hlontng of an llnefent and 

detested rellgo~s symbol. For the fearful detcfde had begun to recede 

fn the pootfc eonscfousness of the people, ~nd the fmage came to be 

condttfoned by a spfrlt of sympathy which made the re~a~tssfon of the 

Jews something of a theofo9lcal necosstty to seventeenth centu~ England. 

It was wlth somathtng very ltke prophetic ln~ lght th t 

Henry Vaughan, in 1654, prodfcted the re~entry of the Jows to the New 

Israel in a poem from his Silex Sctntlfl~ns . Ltke Herbert, he called 

this poem "The Jews": 

When the fair year 
Of your Deliverer comes, 

And that long fro~t which now bent~s 
Your hearts sh~ll thaw; when angels here 

Shall yet to man appear, 
And famlltarly confer 
Beneath tho oke and .J un lper; 

When the bright Dove. 
Which now these many, many springs 

Hath kept above. 
Shall with spreed wtngs 

Oescend) ond living waters flow 
To mako drte dust, ~nd dead tree5 grow; 

'"The Jews", from T~.e T,emple (1633); The Poetical Works of Geora! 
Herbart, ed. A. B. Grosart (London: Geo. Bell. 1A76), pp. l8J f. 



0 then that t 
IUgtat t lve, arwl , .. the olive bear 
Mer proper brandt.-! W. ith now lte 

Scattered each where, 
And, wt thout root .-nd s~, diacay, 
tast by th• husbandman away. 

And sute It ts not far~l 

As-in, the Kct'l&ianh: prophety. the IMage of a paradlstc:t1 -.lstencat 

and the theme <>f Juct.lc revftat fzat lon. Again, the now fMJ l far symbol 

of the olive tree with ltt re-graftlng metaphor, figuring the converston 

of the Jews to Chrfstie~lty and a re~lnatlon of the two feJths ln 

· a sIngle ref 1glous tmals-. 'or Henry Vaugh.n. as for many of h ts 

oont.mporarles sharing the same Christian eonvlctfofts and sensftive to 

the 4rfft Jn political •nd eeonomi~ attitudes, tt.a Mll1eniumwas 

MBnlf"tly n .. r •t t..nd. Everythhag s..amed to Indicate lt: 

So by a11 algns 
Our fulness too Is now ceme lt'l; 

And the s.- tun wh f ch here dee t f ne$ 
And ••ts, wl11 fw hours nenee b4:agfn 
To r I ae on yeCJ ag.a 1 n, and look 
Towards old H•re -.d Jsh~1 1a brook.2 

ThJs ••s• of a netton•l and reltgious "fulnQsu, of an lnnfnent 

hhtorle.l rebirth, and the d-.,m of some er~JCt•l moment Jn Tttfte, seems 

to have perv-.:te<t the consclcusnesa of the mld·<;&•t~ry phllos.opher . And 

when, In the yeer following the pub11cat Jon of Vaughp's poe~~, the 1e~1 

right of the Jews to re-ont•r England wu ftnat1y established, it 

1..-ed lndeed that the expected Mfl1enl.um had aetuatly materialized. 

lut the Mil1en1um was clearly open to a variety of lnterpretetlons 

... and not atl of thont derlvecl frcm V~hen•s Mentanlc vlsfon. For 

er ... n .nd hit gover~nt. the Ml Uenlum w•• I•• a ret lglous than an 

e~tc:: concept; and if they regercfed Jewlsh re•_.lsslon as a mtus of 

se~urtng "life from thad~'. tt was the c:ommerctet life of Eng1.nd 

and not th• splrltu.1 with wh1c:h they were essent laHy concerned. The 

Lord 'rotector~ tn feet, had little sympat~y wfth the Mtll~tel artd 

Converslonlst beliefs. exeept as a me.ns of furthering his po1ittc•l 

encfs; ..,d Henasseh ben Israel's Humble Addrgs•s on phalf of the ~ewlsh 

'Henry Vaugh.an, Sacrtd PQeMt Md Ptous €J•e.ulat.t~s (London: Qeo. h11, 
1883), pp. 178 f. 

2VaU9hM. p. 178. 
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Nation (1655) appealed not to the re1tglous and stntfmentel aspec.u of 

re·1dmhston, bt~t to the economic and pollttcat expediency of tha matter. J 

Thlt H~le Addr!!f.• IAONOver. had "• gtv.., optimistic re .. assuranc• 

by the f•vo~r•ble attitudes of the mJd~century pamphleteers who were 

still dlspoJOd to r•gard Jewish polley ln the Jfght of contempor•ry 

rellglon,2 end whose arguments for re ... admtsslon dortvltd mainly frQltlt the 

Hlllental philosophers. But wbtm the bash of ben ltra•l~s appea! wa:s 

seen te rest vpon et;OnOiftle rat~Mr th*' rellglous lssua•, ..,..., the hoped­

for Ml11 en i um was sudden 1 y revealed ., an age of c:QI!Marc lll fruIt Jon 

rather than the burgeoni~g of the Chrlttlan feith. 1 resentful reaetton 

set ln. The rellgiO'It fact Jon was indignant. and the urchlnt classes 

were opeft1y hott l1e to the th.-.at of compet It Jon. Taw. sp•t• of 

pamphlets on the Jewish tuestlon promptly redoubled ~ but their direction 

had altered. Toleration had t~rned Into attack. 

~of thl fiercest and MOSt influentlll oppon•nts of ben lsra.l's 

cause was Wl t t lam Prynne .. the f.ous ))i.tbl tclst, whose Short hmurrtr to 

T~e ~· Lgns Olsoon~lnyt4 BJmftter IRt! E~9land (16SS) was dlreetly 

~c•t10f1~ by tM Whitehall Conferen-ce on the Jewish fssue, and written 

whtle It w.s In s"slon. This bltter polltical paq>h1et, raking up a11 

the ancient Charges agafnat the Jews end emphasising the reasons for 

lsn p. 150 

2Edward Nichola. for Instance, tn his AF,t~y tor the ~no,tai!Je 
nation of thf Js;J !fd ell the Sons 9( ~ i6li!) p .. as that 
ihfor the g1oryo God, the eoffti'ert of se afflltted pGOp1e, 
the love of my own sweet nat tve country of England, and the 
freeing of my own e®S<:hl'ftce In the day of account, we shew 
our$elv• c;ompaaslonate Muf helpers of the afflletad Jews. •" 
quoted by H.F. Moddat, f;• Jew In the ~I teratur:e of England (New 
Ywk: ,...rtdl~ looks, li), p. )2. 
There was also Thomas ••rlowe's Ces• of the Lawfulness of the 
Toleration of tb• Jews ( 1654-): ... ther• Ttes • he.vy and ••cred 
obligation up0~ thrlstlans • •• to endeavour the conversion 
of the Jews, whtch certainly clnnot be by Nnishlng them from 
a11 Chrf s t 1 an eommonwealths. •u (luotad by Hodder. pp. 34-3S. 



thelr banlshment,l hod been distributed among tho unruly crowds tn the 

Coftf•rence Chamber; and Cr~t 1 wa$ obllgecf to employ the utmost 

dfpfomatlc tact tn his resolution of so C()ntroverstal • matter as 

Jewish naturaltzatt~n. How he succeeded In doing so is emusJngly 

reported by an elsnteenth coentury enec.dot 1st .. ""•ph Spen1;e ... who 

lltustr•tes, above all, the way fn which the tmes- ()f th4t Jetw could be 

manipulated by an astute poljttc.tan and moulded to suit his particular 

ends. Turnrng ftrst to th4t eleroy, he revived the argument so 

frequently employed by the tonveretonlsts ln emphasising the sacred 

obligation Qf the Church to recotve the Jews. 

He des tted to ktlow.L(ont fnues SpeM!l. ~eth..- It was not every 
thrtatlan men's duty to forward that gOOd end af1 he could1 
Then ho flourished a good deal on the re11glon prevalllng fn 
this nation,. the only place ln the world whore religion wu 
taught in its full purity; was tt not then our duty In 
partteular, to an~urage them tG settle here, wn•r• alono 
they could be taught the truth; and not to exclude them 
f~ the tight, and l$eve them emcng Idolaters? Thls 
sl1enced the clergy.2 

Then he turned to the naerchantmen, and wfth the ••• spec:i01JS Jngenufty 

sought to persuade them that tha Jews constituted no threat whatsoever 

to their protpertty or trade: 

'"Tis true," s•ys CrQAIW&tll • .,they are the meanest and most 
despised of all people ... -He th., fell Into abusJng the Jews 
mo$t heartily, and after he had setd everything that was 
contempt lve and 1ow of them: 11Can you really be afraid;" 
sald he, uthat thts mean detplsad people should bo 1ble to 
prevart in trade and cred1t o-ver the merchants of Englaftd. 
the noblest and mott etteemed merchant& <>f the whole world!u 
- Th~ he went on • t f ll he had s t I enud them tooi and so was 
at liberty to grant what he de•ired to the Jews.~ 

Cromwell hed, in fact, resurrected twO treeltional Jewlsh fm.ges, in 

neither of wht:ch t.e really b fleved. The "converted Jew'' Merely sorved 

to pacify the religious fectlon; and his description of tho beggared 

Jewish busrncs~ was in dtreet oontradtctton to hl$ motlvos for Jewish 

re-admtssfon. But these po1l r Jea11y mendacious arguments seemed to 

he\'e suc:eeeded; for one important eortsequen~ of the negot 1 at I ens wt~J 

leur"- Jewe.s had been fonMrly great c1 tppera and forgers of mon•v, 
and had cruc if led three or four em Jl dren In Engt end at leaa t, whIch 
were the principal causes of th•lr banishment." ' Prynne, quoted by 
Hodder, p. 36. . .. 

2o.uoted by Rosenberg, Appendix 1V: 1'Readmfsslon of the Jews to England", 
p. 318. 

3t b i d. 
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the r.cognltlon of the Jews• J•gltlmate rlght to return to England -

whfch they dtd, In the y .. r following the Whiteh•1t Conference. 

The c111NX to the long Jewlsh struggle for re-adm,ttlon, however, 

wa. merety the antt-cllmax to the great expectations of Chrlstl.nfty. 

For th• Idealistic huge tnto which the Jew had been transformed ~s 

balled by the Inescapable reality of nls preten~; and the Messianic 

myth cr\Dblad .ts the chert shed poss fb f1 l ty of tlwt Jews • convers Jon 

dwindled Into a wrtty MetoPhysleal specul•tton -en Jm.,., like 

Marvell'•• of some hyperbolt~a11y remote oecurence fn the a11·too~dt•tant 

future: 

I would 
Lov• you ten year a before the F Jood; 

(he sings to his coy mJstre•s. wltholdlng her favours for what •~s 

~be an eternity), 

And yov should If you please refuse 
TtJI the Conversion of the Jews.• -

There was perhaps more validity than extravaglftce ln Marvell's eoncelt. 

For, contr•ry to the desires of Purfun theology, the J.,. r ... lned 

tenaeloua adherents to their Mctent f•Jth, uns~athetlc;:. to the 

do~trtnes of St. Paul. and quite as obstinate tn their rellglon as 

Str Thomas lrowne had steptJealty foreseen. 

Ftorn the mid-century onwards t the lJ terary Image of the Jew 

wu evidently eondftloned by two Independent fectors: contfJfftpOrary 

real lsm, and the Purtt.an revtvat of Old Testament Hebraism. Ae.tuel 

observat ton of the Jews, however, hardly succeeded in dtspell tng that 

aura of m¥Stery and tnscrutablllty surrounding this strange natton which, 

for four hundred years, had been a comparetlvely unknown acetal element 

in !n~1and. The London Synagogue boeame a place of fascinating curfoifty, 

a plece like the ctr~us or thG madhou1o or the theatreJ to which one 

repaired for nove1 entertainment. And the tncredullty of Samuel Pepys, 

In hls famous ec:eount of a Jewish servtce* most probably reflected 

som.thtng of the Intense dls•ppointment of the ear1ter Hillental fdeelltta 

'Marvell, "To his toy Mlttreu11 , frotrt Mlsee11aneout Poems (pub. t681). 
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end Convenfonists. It was eertalnly not the lmage they heel expected: 

• •• after dinner my wtfe enG I, by Mr. Rawllnson•s eonduet. 
to the Jewish Synagogue •••• ThGir service al1 fn a singing 
way • and l n Hebrew. And anon the r r laws that they take out of 
the press ere carrtod by several men, four or f1ve several burthens 
In all. and they do relleve one another; and whether tt is that 
everyone deslres to he¥e the c•rrying of it, t cannot te11, thus 
they CJ~rrtad lt round about the room whfle sudt a serviea Is singing. 
Aftd lo the end they had a prayer for the King. which they pronounced 
his name In Portuga11; but the pray•r, l ike th• rest, In Hebrew. 
But Lorde to see the dlsorder, 1aughlng. sporting~ and no 
att•ntlon, but confusion ln all their service, ~r• lfke hrutes 
than people knowing the true God. would lUke a man forswear ever 
seeing them mor•~ and Induct I n•v•r cUd see so much, or could 
have iNgfned there had bten lny reltgion ln the ~ole world to 
•bturdly perf~ as this . l · 

What Pepys had witnessed, es hit earlier dese.ription of the eeremontat 

Jndleates, was the joyous Stmhat Torah oo1ebretlons - a festival more 

tradfttonal then religious and Oharaeterlzoi by a splrlt of gaiety, 

marklnt the r.odlng of the last portion of the Torah and cc1e~ratlng the 

n.w ~9 innIng. Tho d t er 1st • whO noi titer understood nor •PPt~ lated the 

service, left the synagOgue "with my mind strongly dJsturbed with theM'' .. 

and, perh•ps, not without re.-on. For th& Jews r..atned something of 

an ~tgaa to l•t•r s.v.,nteenth century toelety - aliens tn a Christian 

eommunlty who re•lstd4 asstmJlatfon end succ .. ded tn preterving their 

·~stertous~ identity. fer more fathomabl · and far lett dl$turblng w.s 

the familiar tmage of the Old Testament Jow wbJch the thoOiogteal 

re~rtentation of the Puritan ragtme h~ flnmly re-establlshed ln the 

social imag1n~t1on . If the roal - llfe Jew~ a rather dislllustontng 

antl-climlx to the relfgJous senslbfllty, recours• could always be had 

to the hor~fc lm~ge of th• warrior-Jew, that prophetlG figure of almost 

superhuman stature which the Mebrale Impulse of the •s• had servod to 

S!ffl!On Aft9nlttes (1,71), a work of the cefitury' s most Illustrious 

Hebr•it humanist. derives essentially from thfs tradftlon; for detplte 

the perfect ~~elaaslelsM of tbe poem•s dra.ttlc form, It Is the sptrlt 

lThe Dltrf 9f SamMfl PQP't!a ed. H.8. Wheatley (London: Goo. !Sell. 
192l»,ll, 303. This pasJaga Is dated October 14th, 1663. 
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of th• Hebrew poet rather than the Cr .. k which characterl~et Mllton•s 

tr-sic theodley. The God of S!p!!9!! A$12f!l§tes Is not the God of 

Sophoel•$; and there lJ noth irtg of Oedipus•• veh-.nt ,tgnott letsm In 

the Job•llko probing of dfvtne destiny end humin responsibility: 

Y•t stay [Crl .. Slim~, tet 1M not r•shly ca11 In doubt 
Divine Predt~tlon; what If all foretold 
Had been fu1ff11'd but through mtne own default; 
Wham heve I to ccmplatn of but fltY self? . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . 

• m~.tat not ·quarrel wtth the wlll 
Of highest c:lls~ntet ton. whld\ heretn 
Hap I y had end$ ebove my reach to know. l 

ThiJ H11tonf~ theology. wtth tts thrl$tO·Judaie structure, ts Jtrangely 

Inconsistent wlth the Hellcnlc ctass1cl5m of the p1ay. But the themes 

af e1d$ ieat nutthology h•d ¢htady proved rn~equate to the poet's 

.. sentt•t1y Hebrafe Justlfltatlon of the ways of God to men; and no 

Sophoclean or Eurlpedean tr•gte hero eoulcf pOssibly tt.ve served as 

"flten•s pht1osophte mouthpt•cc. It was Sameon, the blind warrlor of 

the Old Testa~ent, •nd not the Gr.,.ian seer Telr.,les through~ the 

sightless poet ~ose to rationalize hls theology. 

Tho central ftgure hims•lf. in the polgnant contrast between 

pratsnt mt&ery and ~M•t glory, ~11s to mt~ the great potentiet of 

the Jcwlsh lmage, the he¥Gic pOS&lbt1ttJ4$ inherent ln the Hebrete 

w.rr1ot·tradttfon of tha tlbl•: 

tan thls be hee, 
That Herole, that Renownd, 
lrnasfstlbl• ~7 ~ unannd 
No strength oTmll\; or flereut wlld bea$tatould wlthst-.d; 
Who tore ttle Lton, ., the Lion tears the Ktd, 
R.en on embattled Annles dad In Iron, 
And we.ponless himtolf, 
Made anms rtdteulous ••• 
• • • • • • • • * • • 

The bold Ase4lon l te 
Fled from his Lton r~p. old W•rrlors turnd 
Thlr pitted blcks under bts heel+ 
Or grovling soild thelr erestod helmets In the dust. 
Then with whiit trJvl•l wupen c.wne to hand, 
The Jaw of • de.ad Au , h J s sword of bone, 
A thousend fore-sktns fell. the flower of P~lgstln 
tn B!m!ShwltshJ f.-ous to thls 4ay.2 

1Tht Pett1~1 WOrk$ of Jgb~ M]1!2n, ed. H. Darbishire (London: O.U.P • • 
19585. p. 348: 
"SaMson Agonhtu11

• Un.s 43-46• 60·62. 

2tbtd., p. 350; \fnes 124·3h 138...lt5. 



Thfs ts the Image of the JtJw • 

The dre•d of hr•l'e fOeS, whQ with a strength 
£qulv•tent to Angela walked tho $tr .. tt -1 
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whtdt hes seized upon. the tmaginatton of the twentfeth c:entury I$ tt 

had seized upon that of the seventeenth; the hit lonel h•ro, the defender 

of Israel, th$ fighter of the warsaw Ghetto with weapons of his own 

maklng.2 The pes.t few decades have wltnes$ed the actual izat Jon of an 

Image Whl~h, In Ht1ton•s play,exlsted merely a$ a potential ; and the 

Old Tettament tradition h•s been revrved with renewed 1ntens1ty, 

lending an added sente of relevance to hfs great dramette poem. 

Mllton•s blinded ~ro~ however, Is as much the product of 

Puritan Hebraism es he Is an autobiographical manlfaatatfon of the poet's 

soul; and S~on•s lamentatiOns re$ound wfth tha poignant note of 

personal utteron~. the sense of a mtsslon unaccompltshed, of pitiful 

hnpotence: 

Pramlse wes that I 
Should Israel from Phitlstlan yoke deliver; 
Ask for this great beltverer now, and find him 
£yeletl In Gaza at the Ml11 with slaves.3 -

The Image of the deliverer powerless to save recurs as an Insistent 

theme In the drema1 end the patheti~ questlonJng of the usefu1nesa of 

• blind men. of the way fn whfch he ean fulfil his destined role in 

the ~un f ty, r• .... daoes through & 1 J M ll ton • s major poetry fran the 

sonnet On his @1tndfte!! to the passages In Paradl$e Lo~t, and these ttnes 

fran samson Ascmtste,s: 

Now blind, dtshcart•nd, sham'd, dlshonourd, quelld, 
To what can I be usefu t , wh ro in serve 
My Mt1on, and the work from Heav•n lmpos'd, 
But to slt Idle on the housaold hearth, 
A bur~s drone.4 

The mental eonfltct ls .. much the creator's ~• the creature's, each 

consciously .were of his own desttny as Saviour, divinely appotnted to 

as1ltt In the regeneration of his respective nation, and e~h distressed 

~~ •• p. 3SS; lines 342-43. 

2Thts Is the tmage revived by Leon Uris's beat-sellers, Exodus and 
Hl1• 18. 

3MJ1ton. p. 348; 11nes 38-~l. 

4tbid., p. 3'1; Jines S63·S67. 



at his na~esnry lnaetlvfty. Mllton•s ~ute sense of personal dedication 

as Englend*t prophet seams, Indeed, to have led lnevttably to hfs 

identification with the bltnd deltverer of Israel; and through the 

perscma of Samson he sc·rutlnl~od and eventually cano to terms with ~ 

lnte1l~tul1 and spiritual ~rials of hit own. Patience and endurance 

no longer provide a 1attsfaetory solution to the problem, as they did 

In the sonnet. fOt- the God of Samson Aggntsta• I$ on• who e.x.acts 

day .. tebour even frcrn the btlnd; and tho nta1ent .. , l~dgod us~lessly In 

a dark world. ts suddenly t1 h.ntneted In a11 its former power, rts lng 

Phoentx-llke from the dead ashe~ of despair, triumphing over mortality: 

But hoe though blind of sight, 
Despls 1d and thought oxtlngulsht quite, 
With tnward eyes ~11umlnated 
Hls fterle vertue rouz ' d 
From under uhes Into sudden fteme, 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
So v•rtue gtv•• for lost~ . 
Deprest, and overthrown, as seemd, 
LJke that sa1f•bagott•n bird 
In the Arepi,en woods embo!tt, 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Revives, reflourtshes, then v f gorous moat 
When most unact I ve deemd • 
And though her body die. her f~e survives, 
A aecular bird ages of lfves . l 

It ls also the resurrection of an anclont Hebrli' tmage ~ an Imago gJven 

new 1tfe and significance through the reltgious senstblllty of a 

seventeenth century htnanfst t ntent upon expressing through It hfs 

Intensely personal Tdeas and asptratfons. The faith of the tsraellte 

beeanes for Mllton the *'objecttve ¢0rrelatlve" of his own probing Jnto 

the ways of God, and the symbol of tho Old ToJtament warrior becomes 

uniquely "'-ln1ngf':Jl through hts te~hnlqutt of tdenttflc.ttlo.-:~ This rs 
the anagnortsts of the heroic Jew in the literature of £ngland. 

The \~~~eel of Jewish fortune had cane full c1 rcle and seemed 

•t its temporary zentth tn the thlrd quarter of the seventeenth century. 

F'or • powerful combln•tlon of r•11gtous, e«»nomtc. scientific •nd 

intoJlectue1 clreumstances served to produce an image of the Jew which 

was ineoncefv•bl• before and which could not be repeated. An *lareness 

of the an.:tent grandeur of the J.ws and God' s formor f.avoure to hl$ 
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"e 1det ch 11 de" seemed to htform the thee logy of th l s ere of re 11 g i ous 

tol•ranee; and the lcceptance of the Jew by th• Chrlstien ~nfty 

provided a soc::tat refJ~tion of God's forgiven-us to hlt ~··· an 

indication of dtvfne m~u·ey eff~tecl through hlnln ageney. Tho gifts 

of God, as Vaugh~ h•d writ ten, 

go round 
By turns. and timely, and so heal 

The lost son by the newly found.l 



APPENDIX A 

TM£ LOPEZ AFFAIR: 
lHE IMG£ OF THE 
JEW AS PO I SOtifER 

Mendoza: Canst thou tmpoyson? Canst thou l~yson? 
Halevo1!: £xcel1ently» no Jew, Poteeary, or Pollttcftn 

better. 

An tmport~t. factor concUtlonlng the emergence and development 

of tho Jewish lmege tn the last decade of th• 16th century Involved an 

lnfamou1 1neldent in which the Queen's personal phystc1an ·a Portuguese 

Jew .. w.as arraigned and convicted of p1ottlng to polson her: the 

notorious .,Lopez affair" whlc:.h r•ttred far afield ln E1lzaathan dram., 

and brought tho Imago of the potsontng Jewish doctor vlvldly before the 

English publte. Even before hls notoriety this Dr. Lopez was a fairly 

well·known personality upon the English medical scene- at any rate, 

we11-known enough for Marlowe to have mentioned him tn T~e Tragtea1 

H tstory of .Doc. tor Faustu$ : HJO¢tor Fustian quothat" ~•v• an 

incredulous Horse-courser, ''Nss, Doctor Lopus was never sueh a doctor ."2 

And his trial apparently proved one of the great sensattons of the 

closing decades of Elizabeth's retgn. 

Lopez] had been c~turecl and trtnsported to England by 

S 1 r Francis Drake on one ()f h ls ant 1-Span l1h forays, and h ls knowl.cfge 

of mcdfclne soon resulted In his appointment as the first house-physician 

at $ 1 . lartholomew's Hosptte1 and hts becoming LondOn's lea61ng society 

doctor. In 157S hJs name app .. red at the head of Stowe's 1 ist of 

London specialists, and several years later he assumed the offlce of 

1Matston, nThe Malcontent", V.tft; The Plays of John MarSton, ec.f. 
H. Harvey Wood (London: Oliver and loyd, t~b4). I. 207. 

2Marlowe, Doettr Faustus, scene xl. 

3Th• ehlef sources dealing with the life and trial of Lop~ are: 
A.M. Hyam5on. A Htstort of the Jews In England {London: Methuen, 1928}. 
Slr Sidney LM. netfza ethan England and the Jews,tt Transactions of 
the "75n5haktseeara Society, 1887·182~· 
SIr Sf ey L"• 1'The Or lglne1 Shyloek.l1 Gentleman'& Magaz lne,CCXLVI 
( 1880) • • 
G.l. Harrison, An Ellzabethen Journal (London: ton1table and to., 

1928) • • 
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personal consultant to the Q.uoen • a.n 1ntJII.Icy whfch lnevftab1y drew 

hi• tnto the dang•~ vortex of Eflz• .. than politics, brfngtng him 

Into confll¢t with the current court-favourite. the IMpetuous Earl 

of Essex. The first cause for frletlon -as, lndeod, each subsequent 

~use .. derfved largely from an unwJttfng blow dealt by the doctor 

to Essex' s dangerously sensltl\'e pride. 

The £arl. at the tlme, w .. agitating for a s•rtes of aggressive 

operations against Spatn. and saw In lopez a 11katy souree of for~lgn 

tntetltgence. At first the do~tor was unwttltng to partlctpote In 

p011tlcal activity; but. persuaded by the aueent he undertook the 

business and derfv•d Whet lnfo~tton was n•eessary fraa hls contacts 

In Spaln and Portugal. However • 

es soon •s ever Lopez received any lnteltigence, he went 
instantly to the Queen to acquelnt her tharewith; &A4 
afterwards •• went to the Eart of Essex end aequafnted 
him. Then dtd the Earl of Esaex come to the Court and 
ae41~lnt her wlth th• same: and the Q.ueen knowlng it 
before dld but lau;h at the Earl of £Jsex. And so tt 
f•ll out several tlme$, whereby the Ear1 saw hfm.elf 
utterly dlsappolnt•d. for though he had gotten AR 
f ntel1 I gencer yet 1M prov~ not to h h J • but w.an t J n 
lmmedlatel~ to the Q.uaen. Thla hath bred very 111 
blood between the lert and Lopez.l 

hfore very long. however, the ill blood bred between them gave rite 

to • matter for r•venge. 

Essex, for what seems to have been purposes of antt-Spanlsh 

propoganct., had wele:Omed to Engttnd a clafmant to the throne of 

Portugal • a certain Don Afttonfo who had suffered the grossett fndtgnitfes 

at the hand of Phlllp II; but unable to express hta Indignation tn any 

language but hls own. tn Interpreter wes sought for the Don and once 

epht Lopez was cfrMm Into affaf rs of state. One lnt lmac:y wl th th• 

Portugue~Prtnce, however, l•d t~ another, eventually eul•lnatlng In 1 

foOllJhly tactless breach of p~fesstona1 etiquette by the doetor: 

In the last v1catlon, Or . Lopez went to vlst Don Antonio end 
Alltonlo Perez; Md ukfng merry wlth them. Lopez IMJgan to 
tnvelgh against the Earl of E•sex. telling th .. some s~rect.s. 
how he had cured him •hd of wh•t dlseases, with tome other 
thlnp that did dls~rage hls honour . lut as soon 11 Lopu 
was gone, they went Instantly to the Earl and, to lngratiate 
th ... elves tnto his favour, acquainted hl~ with all. Where­
upon the £ar1 was so much lneensed that h• resolved to be 
revenged. 2 

1Marrlson, pp. 280-81. 
2Jbld. -



From this moment, Indeed, the cfr~umttaneet of the affetr became 

almost •• Involved as the plot of • typical £1Jzebethen tragedy of 

revenge. 

Philtp of Spafn, stf11 eager to llquldate any e1afMaftt to 
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the th~ of which he himself had taken possession. Instructed agents 

fn ERt1•nd to commission a likely ·fnetrument for Spanish treachery; 

and once agaJn Lopez allowed hlmsetf to be tnve1g1ed Into the plot -

hlntlng, with customary lack of tact, that "Antonto should dte the 

ftrst l11ness that befell htm.ul ly undertaking this political murder, 

then, Lopez automat tc.~tly bee._ a "secret inatrUMent11 of Spatn and 

consequently a traitor to the English Court ~a point lnslsted upon 

at the tr1al,2 Nor dtd It seem Improbable thnJ onee havtng allied 

himself wtth Phfllp 11. Lopez should attemJ)t to assess tnate the Queen 

herself. He had, indeed, bt:en eonalsstoned on several oe~stons to 

do so, but reso 1 ute 1 y ref used. h.v l ng received too many favours from 

El i~et.th to engineer her d .. th, At fortune would have It, however, 

a letter eddressed to one of the Spanish agents fell Into the hands 

of Essex• and as the offender w.s 1odgtng at t"- time with Lopez, 

suspicion fet1 upon the doctor •• well. Here was the opportunity for 

revenge whfch Essex had lon:g been expecting and, eager to tmpl fcate 

his eMilY. obtatned permtss1on to examine Lo~z•s private papers. A 

eommfsslon of three was appointed to the task - the lord Treasurer, 

Sir Robert Ceell, and the Ear1 himself - and. once 4feln, Essex's 

pride received a $ho(k; 

After the flrtt h .. rlng Sir Robert Ceel1 posted to the Court 
before the Eerl. and related tc. the <tueen that there w.s no 
matter of ullu, for In the poor 1Nn 11 home were found no 
kind of writings or Intelligences of which he was •eeused, 
or otherwise that hold mf ght be taken of him. 

And wben, a few minutes later. lttex arrived with hh report, the Q.ueen -

being prepossess•d of the metter by the others, took him up, 
calltng hfm • rath and temerarious youth to ent•r Into a 
IMtter eplnst tbe poor man, whtch he could not prove end 

1Ferrara de G.ma's tonfestlon, State Papers Domestle, ccxlvli,]O, 
~uoted by Harrison, p . 287. 

2'11 Lopez, outwardly pretending to f.vour Don Antonio, was a se¢ret 
Jnstr\111118nt for the King of Spain. and carrled hit •c.tlons thereln 
more covertly under pretext of service for Don Antonto ••• These 
serv1ces were so aee•ptabte to the King of Spaln that he sent 
lopez • j-.1."' Sir .Edward Coke, Soltcltor General. State Papers 
Oomestlc, ccxlvtl. 97, 102, 103. Quoted by Harrison, p. 290. 



-..hose Jnnocenea she knew well er\Ough; but mal ice against 
Dr. Lopez, and no other. hatched all thll IDitter, whleh 
d1tp1easeth her much, and more for that her honour Is 
Interested therein . 

These wor ds of the Queen's so angered the Earl of 
Essex that he went baek to hit ch~mber, with great fury 
c:ast lng open the ehember door before h lm, end so pass&d 
fnto his cabinet where he kept hfaas•tf shut ll't for an 
hour .l 

The Earl, fn fact, kept to h Js room for two doy& • emerging only to 

take advantage of a rumour that Lo~z "I Ike a Jf!ltl • •• h.td burned al1 

his papers a little bofore.112 Still smarting frQI'II hls rebuff from 

the Queen, !ssex peremptorily arrested those who were already 

implicated beyond denial. and undor threat of torture they returned 

the answers he wished to obtain. So plausible a story was thereupon 

con'oeted that the doctor found hfmlelf tr~pped without the sllghtest 

chance of extrlc;atlon; and Oon Antonio, before 1eavtng for Frane•, 

c:onffrmed the charges of treason l.velled against Lopez. So. sear~ty 

o week after his first aecusatfon. London w~s agog with the news that 

Or. l.opez 

ls comni tted to the T()Wer. the Earl of Essex bavlng to 
busted himsel f with the P•lnatlons for severel days :past 
that he scaree had leisure even to .. t.3 

The .xaminat ions ylo1<.ted results. Lopez to 1votd the rack was obl tged 

to QOnfen his knowledge of the double plot, whereupon Es&.x extracted 

the last drop of cc)rroborattve evfdenee fran the doetor•s alleged 

aeccmplfces; and armed w1th vartous eonfesatone and letters, he 

obtained a ccanlss1on from the Q'*'n to preside at the trJ .: t. 

On the 28th febr~ry. 1S94, Or. Lopu was arntsned at ~he 

lultdha11, end public foellng rose high against hlm. All London 

attended the trfal, .nong them Thomas Nashe who. In his Lenten Stuffe 

(1S99), remarks on the gOlden-tongued oratory of counsel prosGeutlng 

the wr•tched dOctor: 

••• from some of them I auowe I have heard as excellent th tngt 
fl~e. a5 •uer I obserued ln""Tulfy or Demosthenet. Those tMt 
ware present at tho arral~t of Lopus (to lnstst ln no other 
particular) hereof I • sure wl1 t beare tne record.'t 

1Birch's ~. f. 149·150; Blshop Godfrey Goo~n, The £~~rt of 
J!e" ,t .~f. 149. Q.uoted by Harrison, pp . 279 ... 80. 

2Thj Mershant of Venlee. New V•rlorum Edttion ed. Furness (Phtlade1phta: 
J .• lippincott. 18g6) ,Appendl~: Jews tn Englend, p. ,a. 

'llreh's Memoirs, f. lS2. Q¥Qted by Harrl,on, p. 283. 

~e works of "f!'lc*ats !•!h•, ed. Mckerrow-wi hon. II I. pp. 215·16. 
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Str Edward toke, the So1tcttor General, fn ftne Ciceronian style lashed 

out at Lopez, laying particular stress on his Jewlshftess and tnvokfng 

the emotJve lmases of Chrlst-k111er and J~das. It made little or no 

dffference that Lopu. on h ls arrlvaJ tn £ng1and, hl<f been eonvert4d to 

thr I st I an I ty. 

Thfs Lopez Ldeclared Co~, a perjured murdartng traftor and 
Jewish Doctor, worse thin Judas himself·, undertook the 
pot son ing, wh I eh was 1 p 1ot morT w I eked, dangerous, and 
detesteble than 111 the fon~er. 

He went on to describe the Spanish eonsplraey; how Loper; had "~ to 

do one great service to the Kfng. and a remedy for Chrl$tendom, which 

was to polson the Q.uoonu; how he had sold her. In true Judas fashion. 

for a S\R of SO ,000 crowns a and -

All these cbargal betng plainly and fully proved by wltnGStes, 
bv the Intercepted letters, end by the confessions of Lopez 
hlmself to the great satl1faetlon of the judge, jury and 
harsrs., he ls found gu 11 ty In the h lgbes t degree end J udgm.nt 
p~ssed on h1m wlth universal applauso.2 

The only one who fatted to share lntthla general satisf~tlo~ wa• the 

Q.ueen M1o dec: I I ned to s Jgn Lopez' & death warrant for 1'\Mdy four months 

after hl$ conviction. It ~s not untJl one of Euex's partiuns had 

been raJ sed to the hndl as Lord Ch ref Just i co tMt the Q.uaen. by h ls 

persuas lon, was induced to proeecd wf th executIon of tho Nntence. 

On the 7th Juno, 'S94. Lope% and the two other consp t rators were 

conveyed from the TowGr of London - and after " lengthy lepf rlg'b(trole 

and much travel1tng through the clty were eventually J•ld upon hurd1••• 

taken over the bridge up to Leadenha1 1, and ao to Tyburn. t t proved ~ 

~frable opportunity for Jew-baiting, e&peclally when • 

at the g~llows Lopez declared that he loved the queen as he 
10'Md Jesus Chrht. whfch corning f r«n • man ef Jewhh 
profession moved no small laughter In the standers-by.3 

This irony wu bound to evoke pub1 tc:; mtrth. end u the bolt fe11 there 

were loud crle$ of "Je'fl 1from the mob. 

1Quotcd by G.8. Harrlson. p. 289. 

Zstato Papors Domestlc~ ~lvli. 97. l02~ 103. quoted by Harrison, 
Pf>. 289-91 . 

3stow, Annals; Camden, Ellz~beth. Q.uoted by Harrtson, pp. )03 ... 304. 
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The caterers for pubt te amusement obvfo\lsly took .adventage 

of the popular senttmentt aroused by the trial; and the Jew of ttelt!• 

whose poI aonous propens It les ant l e l pate-d the Jew of Lon den • • by a 

flve year period. was rovlved with pofntod toplcatlty. It was p•rf~d, 

lndeM, at lMst four t tmes between Lopez•• tr I at and exf:cut ion, Md 

w•s entered for printing lass than 1 month before his d th - servlns, 

no doubt. •• effettlve anti-Semltlc pro~da for: th mas5es. After 

hls death tho play ran for nearly three month$. and Henslowe records no 

less than ton r•presentatfons f~ June to the end of th~ re-r.l 

In August of the same year • two months after tho lopez off.alr -

appeared o ploy called The VenttJan CQ!!dY. which ts generally •~cepted 

to be tltlo under which The Merchant of Venlce was ftrat p•rformed.2 

Str Sidney LeG oven goes so fer es to suggest that Or. Lopez provided 

tho model for lhakesp are's villain, detecting an apparent allusion to 

the phy~l¢lan In the trial-scene: 

••• thy currtsh splrit~ays Gr•tlano to Shytoc~ 
Covern'd • wolf, wh4 hang'd for human slaughter­
Evan from the gallows did his fell soul fleet, 
Ancf whi 1st thou layest In thy -unhallowed dam, 
lnfus'd itself In thee.3 

There may be a pun con~ led tn •\olo1f11 - lupus In Lat Jn, 1abos fn 

Spanish ~ whleh ldentlfles the Image with Dr. Lopez. 8ut here the 

simll•rtty begin$ and ends. Shylock clearly derive$ from the long• 

standing t,adltton of the Jewish uaurer whtch has no afftnfty whatsoever 

with the poisonlng Jewish physician. 

The Lopez scandal, however, mu$t surely have Inflamed th~ 

race-hatrod of earlier times; and the desire to profit f~ it seems 

to have prompted the writing of some stdlstfc Jew-baltfng 1lter•ture. 

Nashe'e Unfortunate Trave11tr .. prfnted tn the year of Lopez's exoc:utton 

- appears to have catered for proctsety this taste for the lurid ~nd 

lte. Harrison's entries, pp. 284. 297, 302, 304, 306, 307. 310 1 

311. 321; 328, 338. 

2vtde M. J. Landa. Th• Jew In Oramat p. 72. 

3The ~rch!flt of yenloe. IV. t. l)3~37. Atso see Sir Sidney leel 
''The rfgina1 Shylock ... GentliiiNin•s !!!fazlne (Feb. 1880), pp. ltsS ... 
200. • ' 
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anti-Semltle. In a two...,.nny•eoloured Pfll.tge from this early 

plc:ar•sque nov•l he dl$eriO.s the death "Y slow torture of a "-t ~lled 

Zadoeh - a patsago probably 1nspirod by the drawing and quartertng of 

t.opez, .although tho grote&quely savage extr..,.5 to whfeh Jew-baiting 

J s tekcn e 1 e~r 1 y derl ves f rem that flaIr for the hyperbo tJ c ~ I eh 

charaeterfaes Nasha's pamphleteering: 

To the execution place was be brought,where ffrst and formott 
he was stript, then on a sharp yron stake fastened ln ye 
ground he hed h J • fundclent p f teht. wh I c.h stake ran vp •long 
Into the bodie ltke • sptt; vnder his •r~~holes two of lyke 
sort; a greet boft ... f 1 re they Jtt.ada rcund about h tm, wherawt th 
hls flesh roa$ted, ~ot hurnd: and •~er •s with the heete 
his sklnne blfstred, the ftre was drawn asJde, and thoy 
basted him with a mixture of Aqua fortis, o11um water, and 
M.rcury subHmat._t which .$marted to the very soul of htm, 
end searcht him to the merrOWe. them dyd they scourge hh 
baeke .,.rteJ .so bl istred •d lMitted, wf th burning whlps of 
red hot wier: his head thoy no\~ted ouer wtth pitch and 
tor. end so Inflamed ft. To his prfufe merabers they tted 
streaming ftre-workes: the sktnn~ from the crest of hts 
shoulder, as elso frGm hls elboW~s, hi• huckle bones, his 
knees, htt anck1cs , they pluckt and g~~ed off with 
tparkll tng pincers: hls br.-st abd be11y wJth see1e skins 
they grated o~r, whfch as f•st •s they sr•ted end rewed, 
one stood ouer 1- l•ued with tafths l'fl'dry water ',.qua vttoe: 
hi~ nai les they h&lfs reised vp, and then vnder-propt th~ 
wlth stutrpe prlckes, ltke a Tellers shop window helf'e open 
on a holy dale: euery one of his fingers they rent vp to the 
wrtst: ~fs toes they brake off by the rootws, and let tnem 
sttl1 heng by a little skinn~. In eonetuston, they had a 
sfMH oyle f1re, such •• man blow Hght bui)b1es of glesse 
with, And beglnntng at hls foete, they Jet him 11ngrlngly 
t.urne vp I tm by 1 tm, tt t 1 hts he•rte was consURMJd, end then 
he dted. 1 

The Lopez affair was not soon f orgotten. No leS$ than five 

offtciet accounts of the Jaw's t reason (one by Bacon, then Jn the 

servh;e of Essex) wtth many senaf--offlclat pamphl•ts kept the facts of 

the ca&e fn the public mind; and even after the death of Elizabeth 1t 

was rementberod as one of tha major pol Jt teal crt6cS of her reign. An 

t1luttrated sheet entlt l•d Ppelsh P1ftS and Treasons appeared early Jn 

tha rer gn of Jamos J • e p t ece of anti -Roman C.tnolle propogand., 

lntlmattng that Lopez wa$ an accomplice of tho Pope; anc the thirteenth 

print"'1.lngravlng dop•l.¢ts the Jewish d<>ctor ccmpcundtng to poison the 

~ueon. The tns~rlption re4ds as follows: 

But now • private horrtd Troeson vlew 
Hatdtt by t he Pope, the Oevlt t ettd a Jew; 
lopez a Doctor must by Po 1 son do 
What •Jl their Plots have fall 1d In hitherto; 
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The bout of enti-Semltf$m whlch the trial produced tn England seemed 

secondary only to th~ detestation nourished throughout Elizabeth's 

reign against the fer more immediate threat of Reman Catho1Icl~; and 

prejudiced in more than equal measure against the Pope, the dr~tfsts 

lost no time ln Incriminating hlm as well ln the plot against the 

Queen. Indeed, the Lopez•ftgure tn Thomas Dekker's Whore of lab'(ton 

(t6o7) Ss tnflnitely Jess offensive th-. the purple "whore" of the 

title, the Pope him.•1f. 

The lntentfon of this dremattc allegory, -as hkker's prologue 

t nd I ea tel , Ia to con t rest the ucrea tnes , Magnen t m t t y, Constancy, 

Clemency, and the other Incomparable Hero leal vertues of our htte 

Q.ueeM'' with th41 "inu terate mal lee, Tre•sons, Machlnottons, VnCIIeMDinfngs, 

and eontlnu.l b1cdy stratagems of tha-t Purph: whore of Roomd•;2 end the 

ectton it centred tn the Pope's plot to porson Tltanla, the Faerie 

Queene, alias Queen Elizabeth . To thts end. the Ernpr0$t of l•bylon 

(uvnder wl1om Is ffgured Rome") engages a ¢•rtatn Dr. Ropus to undertake 

the ertme ~en agent of th• Devil. 

Fl te to the Court [Says the Empreu to Ropus7 , 
He that first sings a Dirge tun'do to tho dtath 
Of th•t •y onaJy foe the Faorle Queene, 
Shalbe my louo. end (elad tn purple) ride 
Vpon th•t •~rlet•eoloured beast that be•rea 
Scuon KlngdomQS on seuen head5,3 

And Dr. Ropus obiequlou~ l/ replies: 

Whot physlcke cen, I dareJ onely to grpw 
(But as I merit shall) vp in your cy$.,. 

lQ.uoted by Str Sfdney L••· "E1 htabethan England and the Jews", 
p . 162 . 

2~ Oram•t i<: Works of l'h®las Dekker, ed. Fredson Bowers (Cambridge: 
. .·, t9ssL ... 497: · · 

3The Whore of Babylon~ til. 1, lines 168~172. 

4tbld., lll.l, 1lnes 176-77. -
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However, just as ftopus Ia •bout to adm In J s ter h J s poI HnOUS brew to 

TitanJ• he ts stopped by • courtler celled fidel I .. the al1egoriea1 

equlvalent of the Earl of Essex -who exposes his tr .. chery: 

The d.med '• t treason! Dog: you whonen dog; 
0 ble&nd uyd: l•t not tho toad come neere hor: 
What's thla7 lf't be his brewfng. touch ft not -
for 'tis a drench to kllJ the strongest Oeuill, 
That's Druneke all d-r wlth bflmstone. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Heape halters on him: call the Guard: out polecat: 
He smets, thy eonsclence atlnks, Doctor goe purge 
Thy soule. for •tis dlsaas'd. Away wlth Ropui.l 

And llke his prototypo, he is dragged away to execution. This 

drimat lz•tlon of the Lopez treason, however, seem5 d•l I borately tO 

subordinate the Jewish aspactt of the crJme to the porvaslva prejudlee 

against R~; and Dekker avoids confusing the religious Issues by 

1evelllftg hl$ fndJ~tment against the Paptsts rather than tho Jews,2 

Ropus is noWhere abvaed for hls lmpllclt Jewtshnes$, and only the 

well-known theme end well-worn auocl•tlOM betray the dc<..tor•s 

n4lt lonall ty. 

There are. indeed. few playt in which the pol5onlng physician 

is essentla11y end unaqulvocally Jewish. Greene and Lodge problb1y 

Initiated tho dr~tlc role of the poisoning Jew in the year of Lopez's 

exec;utlon with a play of theirs ealled .~g,llmus (lS94). ln which the 

crown Prince~ Turkey engages the 5ervicos of • certoln Dr. Abraham 

to poison tho king, hfs father . But 1Jtt1e plot and oven less verJe I$ 

expended upon the doctor, and Abraham's contribution to the development 

of this image ls mlnlmal.3 Coupl•d wtth the notoriety of Lopez's crtme, 

however, Greene and Lodge' s Jew seems to have e&tabltshed dramatic 

$tage--c:onvent ton ~ i ch ob 1 i ged a 11 subsoq1.1ent E l t zabethan and J•coboan 

pol.oners to engage in their noxious a~tlvftf 1 masquaredlng as a 

Jewlah quack. In Masnlnger'a The Du~ of Hiltn (1623), for instan~e, 

llbid., tV. il, linea 106-lO; 122-24. 

2Fee11ng against the Roman Catholics evidently ran far higher than 
th•t a~inat the Jews, the Reverend Sanuel Purcha• even consrdertng 
the Jew 11 '1ft0re trueJy .. Chr 1st ian than the Papht. w (Purchas, p.18S. 
Also pp. 1)7, 184.) tn hi s treatise on the Jewish faith, moreover, 
Purchas l•unches e vituperative attack agetnst Roman Cathol lcism, 
cltlng lt •• •n obvious deterrent to the Converston of the J8W$. 
His diatribe no doubt r~f1ecta the pr•vaillng attitude of his ago. 

3Thomas Goffe dramatized a slmller lnctdent tn Th• Ragtns Turk (t627) 
where the ro 1 e of the poi son ( ng ph ya I c I an devo J ved upon a .,.W ca 11ed 
Hamon. Sec Cerdo;o, The Cont~rary Jew ln the £1 lzebeth.n .DriiJINI, 
p • 196. - - - I 0 I I • 



180 

the t4Khlev.11Jtn frt~ne.tscc eMCUt• hh v*"'9Hnc.e on Sforza .tts lt.etf 

• Jn the tr•ppingt of th• pof~lng ~. l lut tho MQtt vtll tnous 

comhfn•t Jon of l•rebls • $ "poll~yt• ond tho partic.utar t•lents of 

Or. 1-opu oecurs in Webster's •todr,.., !J."~ OJvU '' b!!rJ:!~! (1622). 

lfll thh pJey, th• Kachh1velt tan R.oN1lo, lntcrtt on mvder fng tho •fl lng 

Coat rlftO, pranc4$ on•ttte dlsguis•d aa e Jewish physician: 

Item: -
Enter R~l lo tn the habl t of • JfM. 

Ex~eltent1y well habfted! ~why me thinks, 
That I coutd pl•y wrth mtne owne ,,.._C!kfow now, 
A"d be a rare t ultencted Jewi 
fc have at many s.v ran '~~· ()f , • .,. 
4s I have aeene ~arv•d u~ one Cherry5tone; 
To w tndo allout • Nn ll twt rouon tw le. 
Eate lnto hfm like Qulc~sJlver, poyson a frJ~d 
Vtth pul1lng but • loose hetre 1rc.•• kerd, or .gtv• • 

drenc.'l 1 

He shou I d 1i wtger of • t n I fte yur , afttl nere ccop t a i ne • 
lut tn the Sprln9 a~d V•lt, and so the c1use 
IRputed to dt&a.se n•turalt; for sl•lght vlllan los , 
As to coyne mo~ey, ecrrvpt Ladles Honour1, 
htrey • T~ to • th T~tke • or make • IOnef t re 
A 1 t~ Chrlstt•n Navy~ t oou1d sett1e to•t~ 
As If t bed .ote a Polttlcllft• 
And dige~t•d him to nothlng but pure bt~d . 2 

larab~'s po11t1c•l achievements •te ~nvokcd only to be dl$Mlssed, and 

cwon Or. Lcpa ts out-Lopaed by thf1 Kaehtavel. Romelle> than introdveu 

htaa•tf to tontarino1s svrgeons as a ~Ish doctor from Rome, bribing 

theM "upon 111y Jew l Slfte11 to allow h lm accen to the dy l ng man ~ and one• 

rnslde the sick~~ he executes hi'> vengeoneo by ttabblng Cont«rlno • 

fncldent.111y, and by ~ curfoua $trolreof fortun«, "rfo.nnlnt the very 

opor•tJon ne~ess•ry to 'avo hls lffe. Hakfng hts escape, howev r, tho 

surgeons -.ize hold o~ hfm ·Whereupon he ~iS(Irds hta disg~Jso: 

kom611o: Hold, t tur.o Chrfst tan , 

Se<ond 
~"'Si!2n: ff!IY pte the. bee a J• s t t 11 i 

t would not hav• • Chrlst1an be gutltlo 
Of Juch • •11lainovs .ct •• t~is ls.J 

Again t~e ~l.'st~t"'i r.onf ltc.t. of rolo Md th• •tt410Pt to attrlbut• •11 

~~•• .-vH to taM non..Cttri•thm •<M.~rce. In f.et. tM s.ec.ond surgeon,•• 

attitude ~• pr~~etMIY ttuat a4otte.t by t"- !ntH•h towa.ru ~ ... th•t 

I~ P1•x• ot.~hf!l£ ~·~'"ser, .e. w. Clfford (London: 8v1mor. tSOS) , 
I • • 

~! ~~l•S• ~ !Jf :19hn Jebst•r, ed. , .L. LU<Ii (Lcttdort: th•tto 
and 'tl nlu• • l§i , io J. U • Ufh• hY lt • 1 L•..Caae •" II I. H ~ lf"" 
'·16. 

S~bl!f., Itt. I I. 12~-11. 
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resolute det•r•tn•tfon to reg~rd him not es e Christfan ~Y voluntary 

convorston. but as a Jew; that unwillingness at the trial to 

acknowledge his vt1lalny as en Instance of thrfstfan guilt. if guilt 

at all. 
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