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PREFACE. 

Without~ different ldnda of help f1tan m.arzy people 

this thesis would mt have boen wr:i.tten. I am grateful to 

tba:t all and thank t.be:a sinccreq. 

To .Professor Gu;y ~tler, my di:mctor of studies, I owe 

11f3 interest 1n South kfrican litemture. He has been moe t 

generous in bis Gl¥l0m'agellent am inspiration ever aiooe I 

first began this research in 1957• 

I 8tl itdebted to the National COuncil for Sooial 

Research of the Department ot Education Arts and Scienae 

for a grant which made it poesible to 'Visit the major 

Africau. libraries in the Union durina the past year. As 

a reaul:s :r have been able to study a great deal of ma. teria.l. 

to whioh I would not otherwise have had aoooaaJ. 

I vmzy much appreciate the help given me by the 

Librarian& a:nd st&tfs ot the South A£rican Public Libra.:ey, 

Cape To&! 'ale Durban Public Libra:r.n tho Natal. Sociotiea 

Library, Pietema.ritzburg J the University of the Witwa.tersram: 

The Gubbins Librar.fJ !!be St~tte Library, Pretoria am the 

Job.aM.eGburg Public Library: strauge Collectia:l.. 

It is witb. p.uticular gratitude thnt I recall thG 

kindness of Dr.Kill.ie Ca:1pbell1 in whose library l spent an 

enjoyable week. 

Uy special thsnka are due to !fr. Gordon Sprigg, Librarian 

at the Graha:sstolll Public Li'braJ.7, and to the Librarian &'oci 

staff of the Rb<xiea Uniwrsity LibJ:a.ry, especial~ to 

'fisa s.u . Speedy, Librarian of the Cory Libmcy for Historical 

Research am to Kr. B. .9rowm. I am pa:rtiou.larly indebted to 

Hr. Brown ~r his untiring e:f'torta to obtain material far me 
th%'ough the inter-libra.ry loan service .. 

I camJ)t ex;press suf'£iciently ey grati tuie to uy husband. 

ani parenta; without their help I would not have :finiabed 

this wolit. 



IlJT~ >l>UCTION. 

"I have not found. myself on Eu.l'ope'a maps, 
.&. worl4 ~ tbince, deep thi.np I know enduz.r. 
:But not 'U:I.e a.ntex:t tor rq one perhape. 
I J:IU8t co back with cy five simple slaves 
To soU atUl savap, 1n a sem1e atill pure: 
~ loveleaa, ahallow land of artleaa shapes 
Where no ghoata glaourize the recent graves 
Anr1 every t.lling 1n Space and Time juat ia; 
lh&t einllea oan flub G01'0U thoae gaps 
1Jn:iramatised by lhup anti thcaia?" 

GUY .BUTLER, "Heme ~t~ 

Tho concept of a distinctively South A:trican poetry 

in English baa been, ani still is, derided as a "pipo• 

dream"* as put o£ the fallacy whioh stems f'ran the 
desire for a "national" li teraturth 

In 1955, far instanoo, C.J. Harvey (in an arliclo 

oont~ much co:::nnon sense ae well as sound literary 

jtdgment) dentrunoed the eelf-consoious hunting for 

"LOoal Colour• which engrosses so many SOUth African 

writers, HarVey claimed~ 

"Our civilization is not "South African", 
exoept in trivial otailat it is ostem European, 
am more speoifically aa far as 1100) try writton in 
Ena'lieh is concerned, End-ish ... \l 

!here is a. eerious erraE' Of emphasis here. It 

wou.lcl be more ac<Urate to eay that our ancestors brouaht 

WastP..rn European civilization to this continent. To 

imaaine that this civilisation has mt undergone and i s 

not still constantly aufferina a subtle but far•roachine 

metamorphosis in Africa would be to fly in the :face of 

reality. Whito SOuth Ai'rioans do not ~Ul carry the 

aame identity•oam but they' can be distinsuished fra:l 

Frenchmen, Jqlisl:raen or Irisbnen by more than •trivial 

cieta:lle". 
Thie tbeeia ie an axanination o£ somo af the earliest 

English writine 1n southern Africa. ~rtioularly ot tho 

verse produoed by our pootaaters and. near-~ts. It 

1. HARTh"'Y, O.J .D.'"lnoal Colour' in Scuth A:trioan Poetry", 
Theoria, vol. 7 (1955,)p. 9'• 



attempts, durine the course of this examination, to call 

attention to a few of the more aignificant c::hanaea wbich 

have arisen as the reEIUl.t of the importation of Western 

oivil.isation to an A:f'rioan frontier. Further I hope to 

aho1r some at the ~ wa.Ya in which these difforenoea 

affected the white pioneer ani how this has been re£lecte4 

in our verse sinoe pionaer.f.l:le times. In this sense the 

:i'Tontier maw be thoueht ot aa the b~ against 

which South African Engliah wri tere developed certain 

obaracteriatio traita. 
That this is a canpla and oont:rovorsial. sultjeot 

18 und.eniable. This at~ makes m cl&ina to be 

oauprehoneive, neither a.oos it assert that literature 

ia passively oo.nclitionacl by social change. The 

theoxy that 

"lt is not the oonsc1ousnosa <Jl cen that 
detemines thoir oxiatence, but, on the contrary, 
their aocial. existence (etermines their coneoiouanesa" (1) 

is wholly untena'ble except to a purely Jlarxist oritio. 

All that I aball hope to show is that the writer ia 

eeld<lll indepenient of hie envirometrt, ot the cn.tl tura1 

and social foroee which aurroubi him arrl that the writer 

on a P!.'ontier fini8 himself in a. society pu'tioularly 

inimical to the caereenoe ot literature of a:tJ:3 ld.ni. 

The literature ot a country such as En&'land ia 

national, not e1mply beoause it is written in the~ 

o'£ Eneliabmen but because 1 t is the oancrete a;p.ression 

of the thou&hta al'li experiences of English men &llfi wanen 

who have ehuecl a common oulture, a oanmon, 1£ hi&blY 
d.1:versified civilisation. I£ we accept Eliot' a definition 

of oul.turo as a whole f1ti1N of lif~then we .must accept the 

f'act that SOUth Afr.ioans ( 11lhose way of llie is oot ani 

never has been the same as an Erl&'].ishm&n'e life in F.n(flarld.) 

may develop a "national" culture anti perhaps - even in 

Ensliah - a "national,. literatU1'9 in the wa:y that Amerioa1a 

have profiuoed 1Jhat DlCIG~ people now recoanize is an American 

li teratura. 

1. MARX., Karl, Critique of Political ~' Preface, 
Elli;• tr&Wht Stone* p.ll ft. Quoted in Cul;t)g and. 
Societzl780- 1950. ~om Williana, 1958 p.266. 

2. ELIOl', T.s. "Culture •• inolud.es all the charac.-teriatic 
activities ani intereste of a peoplos Derby Day, Henley 
Reptta, oo...-a, the twlfth at A.uguat, a cup final, the 
dog racea, the pin table, the dart boart, J'enaley&ale 
cheese, boiled. cabbap cu~ into eeotiona, beetroot in 
vineaar, nineteenth-oentry Gothic churches, mld the 
music of Elpr. "Notes towaris tho Definition of Culture,'' 



.. ; .. 
Among the mul.tUCirious interacting factors wbich cum• 

into play when Enelish spea.ld.ng settlers arrived on tbio 

continent, one thina in particular has ranained eonstant .. 

tb.e physical presence af Africa. Olive Sohr&iMr wrote 

of the influence of a man•s natiTe land, 

.. It has shaped all his experiences; it has lain 
as the background to &l.l bia conaoioua~ap; it has 
mod.ified his sensations and. emotions.... ~ 1 J 

It i s particularly- in countries new to tho Europewt 

••Where the white man•s foOt has never trod .. that the 

disturbing effects of an unfamiliar land8oapa impinge 

themselves upon the consciousnon ctt the colonist so 

that the actual earth upo1111hich he treads will, in the 

erJd, oontrioute towa.rdo distilwuiBhine him as a South 

Aftioan. 
In li~a.tU%"4 it i.e not by any means merely a qoostion 

of A:f'riu.n instead of Buzopean subjecrt oatter (alth~ it 
will, I hope, becane apparent during the course of thia 

enquiry that certain tbmee rocur pareietently in South 

African verse). Them•tio differt;nces are 1nteraatin41n 

they oolour l:rut thq do not crea.te a distinctive literatUl"e. 

A frontier 1a more than a physical barriert more than 

a eouroe of atr&ll4i0 foma, new sights ani sounds. The 

early oolonieta rev-eal~ in their dO(St.rerel wrse am in 

their prose, what the Afriom frontier wae to thGIIl, the 

WJqs in which they reacted apinst it, txied to isnore it 

or absorbed it, the manner 1n which it shaped th¢1r 

atti tu:les and, eoneequently, the effect which it hfild upon 

many o£ their descendants. 

As well as diaooverifli the Ftontier, a prooesa whicil 

took place at differont times, at va:.reyinc d.ogrees of apoed 

aDl intensity in dif:f'erent parts o£ the continent, the 

pioneers erew ( 8Cille of the ah ~ :rate) to love the land, 

to love zd u:OO.eretlillld Africa, to regard her as hane. 

The extent of the En&'lish spealdna settler's attaobnent t o 

Af:r:ica ie partly an im1vic.iual matter, partly the result 

of' aoe181 t"oroes and 0'£ historical facta. l!lngliSh ver ee 

in this country 1a a kind of P UGG of the ~h of' thia 

identification with A:f'rioa, this weakenins o:r what Poe 



{ speald.na o:t American li teratu:t'e) callod "tho lcadin,;­

otrinp of our Bri tiab GraD!mamma." 

Inoipient nat:lonallam is another ~en't in the 

developaent of a diatinotiv&ly South African qliah 

literature. In verse it doss not imply inm:merablo 

rb~1ee on protcas am ox waaone, still loss a crude 

expression of militant, eelf-consoioua patriotillll, but 

ita exietanoe does e~st tho hopo :for a poetry written 

by men and wanen in South A:frioa posaoaaing that 

"wbtle, S)'mpathetio, subjective knowled&'e of g. land 
am people ••• whioh is essential to the artilrt, and 
to the il'Oat louder of' tten. Without it no artist 
has ever greatly port~ a lam or a people, no 
great atate.an or reformer has ever led or fiUided 
a nation or race.!( 1) 

Such inaiabt and knowled&e is l.i.nked with the eort 

o£ "nationalisa" o.f whioh Walt llhitman was th1nkine When 

he prophesied the birth of the American poet ••• 

"camnenaurate w:l. tb hie race: not cut off :f'ri.X1 tbe 
spir:l tua.l ourrente of other COWltrioa, but a.ocepti.nl 
the as contri'butione to hie peouliu task." (2) 

The e .arly Ena'lieh :lmmicranta to Africa were among 

the anallest of the croups who, durinlr the 19th Ocntu;cy, 

t:raneplanted their native l.anawage into a fcxreign soil. 

By 1900 QJcliah had. becane established as the J.ineua 
franca ot an »npirG ot nearly th:r;-ee hundred and HVel'lty 

million peoplo. It ooul4 only be a matter of time before 

tho literary ar4 liniuistio traditions inbe:ri.tod :fl'all 

~lard would beccxn• al torecl axd aodulated by the catalysis 

of theoe aooietiea. 
~a d14 mt happ• wemi&ht. It ie Guoh a slow, 

hesitant pxrooess that even to-day tba at~ of Oolonial­

Ctm:lonwealth literature is b&:rely respeotablOJ it is not 

yet eu:f':f1ci.entq qparent to th• En&lieh speald.ne: world 

that auch a literature a:d.ste in a nnae which diatin&Uiahes 

it u 'beina spec i:f'ioally South Afri can or .luirtralian. There 

are thoee who maintain that little or no orpnio ~wth haa 

taken place in tbe cul tu1'e of the Englillh speaking Doctiniona, 

tb&t colonial writ1na (because it beeina by being derintive) 

ends by becomina' mere:cy imitative. If it is more auoeess:ful 

it is reprded as beine eolely ~lleh"f as owing noth1nc 

(except perhaps thane) to the country oi' ita origin. This 

point ot view ie nowhere else so atr<>ll81Y encountered as 1n 

the Oom:lo~al th 1 ta.lf. 

1. SCHREINER, Olive, 'l.'J:u:~ugpts on South Africa, P• 29. 
2. GOROON, Goorae StU8rt, stmnaristna ihitman•s vion in 

J.M1o-.mor1oan Litera;ry Relatione, p. 102. 
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J3ecause o:t the pnwalenoe of this ~lief - and 

because our l:l:bera:r:;r Mocoa ia still !mldon • neither 

eehola1'8 !lOr the cenet:al public show very well 8ruJtai.l'Wd 

interest in Daninion m tine. 
In SOuth A.Mca, for instan..oe, indigenous writi:ni 

in En&'].iah 11 o:ften sca:roely thought worth roviewing, lot 

alone retadi~. Apart flt)m University publications the 

Union has not beon able to trupport a aingle journal 

4evoted entirely to or1 tioif!lll ~d 11 tera't'llrt: in Enttish -

iDiigenous or not. This lack of interest ia hi6il-11{ibted 

when it ia le:rt to an Afrik.aane writer to exclcdtn, 
"Hoekom die En$else depa.rtemente nie waardiger 
teenoor ons Suid-~e E(!~ee lette:rk.Unde 
staan nie, begryp ek nio ... •" • 

and to the Univexuity o:t Te:ms in the u.s.A. to produce 

a volune for ita etuienta entitled Read~ iy Briti.ep, 
Colonial Literatl.l're~2 ) 

In the pa.st thia contempt and d.iainteNst wu una.er• 

sto.ndable. 'lbe fir&t Enelilh speaking residents at the 

Cape relied. upon the mail fran "ht»lG'* tor their nenpapers,. 

their pariodicals &111 their 'books; without cpestion they 

accepted the f'&O't of their depen:lenoe. b "Capers"' 

lacked even the material :faQilltieo to enablG then to 

compete with writers in the British Isles, The eatablishmont · 

of tho fi'rst print1na- p:reeee tc&"ether w1 th the pttblication 

of newapape:ro am journals, eave the O)loniet& the opportunity 

to express themeelvus. When they wrote t !;ey were derivative, 

as the bulk of all early colonial writin« io bound to be 

derivative. On the whole their wolk 1me avanescentt ao 

much fatuous wieb.-wash beside the dynamic literatu:ro of 

Enaia.M 'but it revealed, fran the beginning, eom:othing of 

the confliot which arooo between a newly imported. ciVilisation 

aPi1 A:trie& whero tlfhe shade of Tohaka strides across the gloom"P) 
Oircunstanoea wre aomewh&t different for tho Cape•INtcb 

I,and ... hun&er, the irkscmeness of rest:a:oa:Lnts imposed upon tb.Gal 

(first by the Company, lator by the Jhi.tiah Gov'emaent) as 

well aa the caJ1pul.aion to ~lore tel t by frontiersmen, drov 

t~ Trek Boora away frollll the Peninsula. They wandom into 

a. re:note, bar'b&ric 'WO:L'ld, isolated bolll civilidng influenoea. 

Inateod of Dutch th$3 spoke a rwgb. dialect which devoloped 

1. OPPERJ.Wf, D .. J. ,.Roy Campbell en die Stdd-.Afrikaa.nse Poe81e.'*, 
Standpunt~, no, ;Sl. 1954• P• 14 .. 

2. J'ONF.S, .1o.$Gph, .R!adityp in Briti!J! Ooloni;al ,Litera~, 
University of TGD.s, 1957· 

3• OAHP13ELL, Roy, "Tho Flaming Terrapin", Coll.Geted POGe 

P• 78• 



so rapidly tho\~, in the 1870s, a conscious movement was 

initiated oampaianin& fbr the reoognition of' the '11'aal.N 

as a literary 1~. !l.'he suooesa of this mov-ement, 

together with the el¥)0urapment which Afrikaans writers 

receive i'1'0a their public, hae often been in carkecl 

contrast to the apathetic attitude of' their tellow­

countr,ymen towa.l'da their local English writers. 

Political pmswres, oombined with a deepening 

national coneciou$:.0888 (especially since "the Anglo-Boer 

War of 1899 - 1902) ware partly responsible for this rapid 

growth o£ an infant A:frik&ans literature (a aimilarily 

eonsoious anlrmling occurred amolJ8 French-Canadians) . 

However an inoreasi~ cognizance of national identity 

ehould. not be linked too closely with tho UL.ercenee o£ a 

national llterattll"'eJ at l•aat not in the na:rrow oenee 

that de::nands of such a literature a fanatical adherenoe 

to patriotic :f'lae ••v:l.llc• 
It mq be t~t the ..Afrikaner' e closer identification 

of himself with Africa helped hill (initially at ~rate, 

before this ld.v.antage becco o~1tweiihed by the dangers 

or an ino:roasinB cultural fission) to attach mere 

importance to Afrikaans writin« md to make more energetic 

affb rte to maintain hie writers than his Et:lglish·sp~ 

neighbour made on behalf of men lik.e Pringle. 

The diffenmoe between the two white 1~ groupa 

in the de,ree to 'Which they adopted Africa mi~t not have 

been eo marked had history boen diverted into other channels. 

At first tbe f:rontior on whiob Afrikaana and Ena'liah• 

epoakine ooloniats found thEineel vee did more than anything 

elae to weld th.u into one peo})le .. porqs it haa euooeedod 

in doing so to a ~ar peator extent than the present bitter 

divisio~ in South Africa euegeet. However this gradual 

pxo~ss towQ.l\\s a aonee of nntional ®tity, this g.ropil\l 

towards a ecnuon cr.;.lture whiob might be oontinual.ly 

revi taliucd by the medley of' races and lansull&'G• 1n A£rloa, 

•~":'feNd what ·~ almost a mOrtal blow in the ca~aclysa 

of the 1899 war. 
'!be tragedy of that oonfliot, p&.rticululy ibr the 

future unity of white South Africans, w--.s nowhore more 

forcibly stated than 1n tbe writ11188 of Olive Schreiner, 
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but her pl"'pheoy that the war would sever the oloso 

connections between English•epeak:ing South Atri~ 

and Eneland did not can.e tNo. The strumJ,o G bitt ered 

the Af'riltaner people, it was fuel to their isolationist 

tend.encias, crystallising tbe belief that they were o. 

chosen race. On tho other hand it left the English• 

speaking SOuth .A:rrican in a pormanent dilew:nlih CUt 

ofi from <DOmplete sympathy with the ~r b'3 

oonflicti.'l8 nemorios ani l~s af that war, he was tom 

between loyalty to the ootllerland ani love for the reality 

o£ A:frica. This olash of loyalties frequently i'inda 

«X}):roaeion in SO\.lth African verse. 

It is the more remarkable that Roy Campbell, the 

first Sou'ttl A:frioan to dasorva the title o'f poot, should 

have ep~ f'.ran the English eroup and that ho mould, 

in the opinion of aome critics, have oxcrcised a. profound 

Wluenco upon Afrikaans w.riters~ l.) 
Although it is not illlposeible that a. literary genius 

should have hnied in Af:rica with ttc :f'irat piomcrs, it 
was not likoly that a poet of the staturo of Roy Gropbell 

should emerge 'lilile the most ura-ent needs c€ tho \'lhite 

community 11ere not books but CUllfJ• Pringle could not 

have wri tton T'ae FJ..am!n« Terrapin, not only because he 

had nai ther the talent nor the inclination to do oo, but 

beoa.1 ae there had mt yet beon time for the growth of 

a distinctive milieu, a obara.cteristio mina'l1ng ot the 

FX'Ontior with western civilisation. 

c.s. Lewis has pointed out the all too obvious 

da.naors of conooctill$ the writer too cloaW.y rlth his 

surround.inQ'a t 

"• .. . ideas have an eff'oot on literature 'Which oan be 
traced, o:tten with great probability, ani a001et.ilnes 
with certainty. ~on we tum to social, political, 
and economic contlitiQna, we are in a ver:r dif'fer~nt 
situation. No-one doubts that these thinp affect 
a mQ.l'l t G wri tina' at loast as muoh as hie ideas oan J2 
do, but the influenoe is vory muchlarder to identify. ) 

~ lis himself hu.sard.a such a:n identifioation when writing 

of Elizabethan poetry~) ) Euwplcs of the interactions 

between a writer &rxl his society oan easily oo .ault i plied. 

l· OPF.iRUAN, D.J. Diatex;s van Derti£, P• 45· NTog ~ 
daar van Roy Ctampbell •n duidel.ike impulo uit op 
Dertig. Trouens, by is meer a.s enige Ai:r:i:k:.aarule 
digter die duidelike voorloper van Dertig. *' 

LDiliS, o.s. :finglish, ¥temtpl'e in the Sixteenth Ceni?.rz,p.56. 

Ibid, P• 59. 
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Shakoapeare tranecen~s his ~~ yet he is also of it.; 

''Maxx cannot account for Uil tonu as Bonamy Dobree has 

remar~, yet it would be absurd to pretend that Puritanism 

has not le.ft an imprint upon Paradise Lost. It is a 

fairly obvious truth ·thtJ.t the ws;s people live, the social 

am. eoonomio structure of their sooiety, the degree to 
which they are in contact with or are isola.~ :r:rom other 

groups ... in :faot the entirety of their environment, to 

some e."rlent dctmninea both what they write am the "flflt:3 

in Tihioh it is w:ritten. The :fo:tm&tive effects of a Frontier 
upon wrl.ters ani upon the almost imperceptible ~wth o£ 

a native li tera:t'Ul.'e in an area cxf Enalioh colonization 

are elusive; they are ilnplici t rather than clearly 

expressed, latent untU they find a voice. 

A frontier m~ be defined ae "a border o-r settled 

oountry" or a-s the boundary o:f a country beyond which life 

iS less controlled, MO"t'e dangerous, tougher, open per~• 

to sreater possibilities both :for good and i'or evil than 

m&Y exist within thE> li.11its of l<:mg-esta.blishad settlement. 

The 19th century saw the expa:nsion o:f many euoh :r:rorrtiers. 

ln Ao.erica the. :f':rontiersman rode stealily woatmarda; in 

Europa Russia, ex:tend&d her ter.ritories towards oentral.A3iQJ 

in New 2G&land, Canada. a.nd \U$tra.lia pionea:ra forded rivers, 

orossed wa:te-.rless wa.stea, haokl:ld dmm soru.b and forests and 

bUilt their log cabins in eolita.ry pla.ces as ~hey waited. for 

civilization to oa.tch up with th.etl• In t.friea, partioula.rly 

a..+'tor the "9erlin Conference of lB85, the e:pic development of 

the continent began to gather that to:rri±)ing £oroe and 

momentum which is threatenins (leas than a century later) 

to ensulf not only :frcmtier& but alno muoh that should be 

of enduring value. 

Of all those nineteenth century bordorl.al"lds one .nich 

has so '.far (with certain very nota'ble exception&) been 

somnb.at owrlooked. by scholars, ia tha south A:t..d®n .F*r0ntier. 

Ever since 1652 when the Du.tcl.) E:\st Ind.ia Company built a 

tradir~ post 

"lhera Adamastor frCC'l. hi~ marble halls 
Threatell$ the sona of lit:t'Sua as of old". (l ) 

this frontier bas expanded steadily away fran ~able .Bay 

towaxds the interior of the continent • The ~ vainly 

attempted to oonf'ino its more ap.venWro\ls subjects. By 

the time of the i'l.rst British Ooeu.pation in 1795 the outlying 



di.rtxiote, p.rticul.arly tow.:N• the north east whero the 

natural baX'riera to CJilleiou wen losa fomidably Wf>re 

~ bqond the central o-.r r.he central sowrDAetlt. 
'fhe early hinory of the ueoom .Britioh ~oupu.tian 

to a «roat •xtent the bia'ior.y o;C tho att pt to cni'oroe 
I I 

a r-..U. o£ law 0'.:1 thG b~ea o:r the colotw, osp...ciallY' 

nsa1: tho Fiah Bivor on what came to be known the 

l~tern :Frontier. In 1820 f"iw thouaam Jkitieh ~t• 

woro 4\a:pOd( l ) along this inhoopitable border to :tom what 

tb..l lh'itillh Goven:ment sol'lld.q hoped -.>uld be a. livinG 

barrier ~t ~fir incu;rsioua. 

~ aouthwul'd p~esure o£ tho A.t.riCD.n tribes 4&01'0B8 

tho shifting colonial bouold.al7 ill the area of tb Eastem 
Cape i'l'QMsla.ud ovontually diva:rtecl the whi to frontiol'I!IC!lat\ 

no~l~a once again. 5!llia pilc;r.'i:l&Ct! cf Oape D'<1toh 

pioDC.Jft&J .. the G:fttat Trek .... was 

tt-.n aooclcration ar a l.o\'00080 whioh bud been aohc 
on o.c lOll&' ao man could ra:t :t'ber• the at~ d:t.'ii't 
o-r !luropema ani hal£-caetea out beyonl the ~ 
:p:roolcr.tCci fro:rnie~-a ot the Ool.on;r.... < , ) 

The t~rs threw t frontier ld open ao i"m.' 

:not''thwarda ao tho Li:i]X)po River. In time thie l to tbG 

difJOOV'eX'y 0! gold and d.iGOnda, to t.be edvetAt Of 4-v.iootrJ..al• 

iaation lih.ieh challo.n(;Od tbe FJ:onticr Q.ll4 3gg;.· :vat.ecl the 

oc.mtlicta al~ pwaeut in SOuth A:f':doan eocl.ety.. B:d;tiQb 

in1"J.U811Qe 'both preceded. and foll01rcd the trekks%'8 ·u.n:tiil 

<JV ntually, driven forwa:rd b7 the dreams ot ~en like Rb.od.es, 

it was carriod 'by tbe piomori• col\IIU28 into tho ~omtor7 

oi' the ~naa - into the Rhoieai ... 

The Fronilier then has boellwith us in Soutluml Africa 

since Van P..iebceolt put his foot upon cape aoil. I·b ia a 

frontitnt wllich is, :pchape. still with ua, ph;yaioally in 

~forthorn ~oaia a.m, more 1ntansiblJ but rm1e the l•aa 

powort"ull.y, in ll&tlY ()£ our bolioi's am attitud.Ga, in what 
Ol'le might bG tmptod to otM.l ~ South African ~find. 

1. "It i:l not' easT'~ 'IJ'.rit• tho Rev. uUlin.:a mwr, 
uto deeo~be our feelin.1t• at the &QJlOnt when n arrived. 
Our D\Xtoh neondriver ~t:ilaatinB tr.~at we had at lenr;th 
reatncxl. l'ltU." proper loct4tion, ,;a took our boua out of the 
'lri&GOn, =. plaocd thtrn em tb$ 8l"'UUI4t be bad~ 1-UJ eocd .a 
da,r1 cracked hi# whip, cd dJ:ovo &fii8, leavine lW to 
our reflectiona. .Jy rifa aat d.o.m on ono box N'lll l on 
anatll&r. Th.e becu.ti.M ltlue G]q' wao above ua, md the 
poen r.;r~s bcn~th OU\r feet•" Quoted in~ OV'er 
the Hille* P.·.c. tetl."'lfich, P• .59• 

2. i .\.LK}::R, Eli~ A· ;A lJi!t2rt of soutaom A.frioa, (1956) p.l9Q. 

'I 
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ln tracino; IS01tlethill8 o£ thG nature and extent of 

tn. influonoo o'! this J!rontie:r u,p<>a ce.rtain Sollth .A:f:doan 

En&:liah writer•• upon versifiora and poets in particulurt 

speci:f'io att6lltion hao 'b n paid to t he original Frontier 

group. The degree o£ their cultural vitality as oll as 

the extent of their ioolation from their parent civilization 

would radically a.f:foot the eooiety mich they helped to 

illaugurate. .Anoestor worehip ia not an enlightened 

devotion, it wuld be pointleee to ~pend energy oxhUJd.ng 

the atill-bom litel'a;cy ini'ants oi' our put more~ to 
establiah the f&ot tlwt they no110r lived. What the 

settlo:rs wrote, togethor with moat ot the verse and prose 

published in G-r about Southern Ai'rioa from Printsle to 

Ca::n:pboll, wao not li teratu.:r:e as the O:u'ord dictionary 

wxl.eratamda "tha w01'd; that is it was not writing whose 

''value lies in beauty of form or a:noticnal e:f'£eot~. 

Early coloniel writinc poseesac~ aeveral. othf:J:r kinis 

of valuah To the historiant :for instance, it WI\/ be 

valuable as a. reoord of human affal:rs but the li tora.ry 

c:ritio sees W..ao in auoh writir.g ths fir.st a.ttei:lpte in 

the neoessary prooees of digoutilltt into words unfamiliar 

objects, places, people and ±dell$. The col.o;o.iat was 

cont'rontecl w-.ith the proble.!l'l o:r living in A:f'rioa 'but 

wri til¥ in a ~ whoae history and a.liUiOOiationa are 

totally alien to this oontinent. More ta.lent would hllV~ 

h~lped. Prirula to picture his i'ro.n ~ier more vividly .for 

us, but it would not have relieved hiln of t.b.o necessity 

of exphd.ni.l'Jg ttKa;roo" and nkudu.tt u.Aaakos&" and "COr&rul&" 

to his readers. It W&::l DOt the fault of colonial -pootaatera 

that the lCat and the .Hah, unlike the IJ:ha.'l1ee, roused no 

echoes in the mitxl, or that time 1Willd hmre to pass btlfo:re 

auc.h. llalOOB as "Roy Kloo£" a.r.d 11Tristu.n da Ounha.n could 

gather to themselves evooa.tive po&r.. FQreig.n ~rd.o, new 
themes, different attitudes of mind had to be introduced to 

~liah 'by m&fW' sorlb't>lers and minor versifiers before 

Campbell could danand, "4. ~ o:f ~~~ th'Ullder" to 

accompany his si.ngilc• 
In attomptil'lB to as&e$.& the eft'cctm cf a frontier 

baoka'zound upon the emez:-genoo Q'f a distinctively SOuth 

At'ri~ lite:ratu:re one of the greatest diffioultie~ has 

been the question of selection in a field ao wide, With a 

crop so stunt$4 ood divers~. lhertver possible e:~phuis 
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ha8 been placed upon the study of narrative verse. Tho 

roaaons tor this ohoioe were firat, that the conditions 

of' pioneering a.nd oolonial life W>uld 'lppao.r ( theoreticalq 

at q- rate) to &ffbrd tho gra.&..test opportunities to the 

balladist and to the narrative writer. Socondly, too 
l()ll4f, markedly derivative period in our literary histo:cy 

was brought to an end vi.th the publication o:t a na.r..rative 

poem, Roy Campbell' G ~he Flamin£ Terrapin. 

This liatal youth • s version af the anoiont ato:ey o£ 

Craa.tion ia too annunciation to SOuth .Ai'rioe.ns that they 

too may prod.uoe poot:r,y in J:::ngliab.. The poan rof'lects, 

anong other things1 that ito author wa a man reared in a 

society where tho frOntier • although rapidly receding • 

was still, mentally aDd pbyeioally, an inesoapnble factor. 
Campbell' a co:npanion in a.DilBt too young poet and 

novelist, Willian Plomer, waa among the first to load tho 

atto.ok against the kraal oe.ntali ty which was sopping tho 

literary and cultural growth of the 0011munity. Since 
have 

these bo :nen began writintl et:rel'l81ih and vi(.oln" -~ boen 

1netilled into llho.t had been a predoodnani;ly i'l.aooid 

literature. Today, especially in the field of the nwel, 

we are enjoy-:inc a period of p:roductivi t y l.hich ia pl:'OOising, 

not only for the Mure o£ EllBlish South A:fri~ lito:!'ature 

but for its developnont in the Commonvroalth count ries aa a 

whole. There are moro peopla lX~wadays apeaking aorae fom 

of non-st~nd.ard English ou.taide England than ever 'be!'o:re, 

Thia opene up creat poseibili·ties f'or literature in Enalilh. 

New themes will bo presented, i"reah Ertyles and CXI'erimantal 

modes of ex_preseion (already peroeptiblQ in the work of' 

so:te young Weot .African w:ri tere) will be introa.uced. An 

expanding CalQOnwealth literature should load to a continual 

reinvigoration of e~tabliehed ll·t.era.ry genre. 

This study has neoeaoi tatoo the u.a~Lina.tion o£ much 

wor:hless material; 11\.)rthlt::oa that i s from the point of 

new of li torary l:leri t. This was inevitable :for the 

Enaliah literature o£ thia country mua~ havo its beginnings 

aottcwhere. Its roots are deep down with "the first verse 

Slltl&; 'tile first 1 inc wri tt$n in a Gemanic tongue in the 

country w w oallOO. Enftlal'd" - t.ut its bGginni:ngs in 

Southern .~f'l"ica a:ro with the neelected volumes of Pringle, 
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th& dusty files of the fir.t Cape journals, the rare 

hoolal which interest only the collector of .A1':l"i.oana. 

!t is :posFJible to learn I'IOre 0'£ that will-o' ·the-wisp 

"tho epirlt of an ageu f):om resding its newspapers and 

its minor versifiers than it is by restrioti~ oneself 

solely to 1 ts great poets. In any case during tho 

i'irst huoorad yean of English wri ti~ on this cont:h1.ent 

Sou.th !:f'ricall.8 producod no poet o£ any etature; neith&r 

'WOUld it be maeonable to have expected them among eo &:ll&ll 

am inaeoure a erotX.PJ a group Illt reovor Who bet~OO. ao 

ver.y tantativoly any eenee of occr.nitnumt to Af:riaa. 

"It is a."l individual voice, not a f'&.'llUy profile or 

national trait, 1f'hieh malr.e8 a poet" as Guy Butler has 

s.aid but that i.Diividual must bav'e roots, aa our f1rot 

South African poet, R/:1:1 Campbell, had roote - in the 

Natal a.m. Rhodesia o£ his r.1emcmable boyhood. 1'hia lD:rit 

ie an attempt to exmine tha frontier oo:l.l in which they 

had grown f:rom the tin'Mt or the 1820 Settle·~a to the 

publication 0'£ the early work ot Campbell and Plocn&r; 

to dete:rmine what, i:f ~ 1 distinctive oharaoterietiou 

stEp the wri ti!l8 of ibis )leriod aa being tho produot 

ot a different cntltural. ani sooial enviromtent from that 

of England am, finally, to makra eome slight aaseesment 

of the valt\e ani irlportanao ot the euoly wri:liora in the 

history of south A:frican l!)Jglieh literature. 



CHAP.!T..R 1 • . ..,.. __ .,. ... __ _ 

"Honour to Pioneers That Rroke Sod !ilbat Men to COOle J.fight Live ... 

lnaoription m~ S;li,a.te Qa.pitoLHuildBYJr Lincoln,Nebr ska. 

Nobody would have been !!lore astonished. than Pringle eould he 

have :f'Oroaeen that in 1959 a. University in "K&ffirland" would 

open a otuie:ats' rcmidenoa cQJ.led "Thma$ .Prir:~gle Houae... That 

this frail yotmg ScotB!lan should have speculated upon the :future 

as the brig 'Brilliant • entered Simon • s :&l.y' in .April t 1820 ( af'ter 

a voyqe £.toom Engl.nd. lasting 3Gvonty-five ~•) is a. natural 

aasunption. Ria reeponsibilitiea wero heavy, in the a.bJSenoe 

of a brothor who had been unable to willd 'UP hia atf'aira in tir:le, 

Thanae found himself the temporary leader of a party of 

twenty-four Soots immigrants (t: :~ol)8 the.n six women am six 

~ children). 

The o~~-st of Pringle • a mind \~S.s aerioueJ his deois:i on to 

enigrate had not been tak&n liahtly~ 

l~or wild Romance nor Pride alluX~Bd me hoN~ 
Dllty and Deet~ with equal voice 
ConstrQined my steps: (l) 

Hie firat aim was to unite his father's ocli'ttare:d :f8;:lily by 

helping to oatabliah the;-n in what he called ":rural ind.e.,PEmdcrl.oe". 

The Cape v£fored freoh hope to those a.ffeotod by the d~.::>n::ssion 

in Great 13ritain at the end of the Uapoloonic w~s. ( 2) Prin~f'J 
explains~ 

11My father had been a Roxhurgb.shire f&mJcr o£ the moat 
respectable olass ani all his eons (five in nll.'llber) had 
been bred to the sane profession, axoopt myself. !!:he 
change of times, however, am th~ lose of eapi"ba.l, had 
cc:mpletely overolouded their proapeote in our native 
country". (}} 

It was largely owing to Pringle • a vision am courage that 

theee colonists found thell18elvea on thei1" way to a. mountainous 

district on the Eastern Capo ~rontier. The story o:t: this 

se-ttlement is best told by Pringle b.iJnsel:f for he remained in 

charge until July, 1822, when h:ts elder brother arrived am took 

1. .PRINGLE 'tThe Dnigrant'a ('.a.bint', .c\frioan Sketches, p.41. 

2. ".Agrioulturists had to faee a. severe crisis Omlaed by a rapid 
1'al.l in pr:tcos wi thoo.t a corresponding reduction in rent, and 
by a serias of bad harvests." lillwARDS,The 1820 Settle,r·o in 
South Africa, p.25. 

3· PR!JiGIE, "Narrative of a Rosidenoe in Sou.th A:frioa", 
A:trican Sketch!a• p.119. 



over from him the frontier farm, t'Eild.on''. Tty than: 

"The first dif:f'icul t ics had been surmounted; the sevcl"est 
privations •~ Jnst. A. crop, thoueh a somewhat scanty 
one, of wheat ani barlq, had been reaped. Th$ gardens 
were well otocked with vegotaoles. The flocks and herd.a 

ore consi;iera.ble in ntt:!lber, and gradually increasing. 
The necessaries of life \ll&re seou.red; oomforts am 
conveniences were slowly ac~;.~ula.ting. The sewral 
faro.iliee had all obtained Hottentot serva:!ltsJ am, bei'tl{t 
now familiariood to the country and its ve.rioue inhabitunts, (l) 
had begw1 to feel quite nt home on their respective :fanns." 

The aod had bean b:rokenJ a..1other group of' E..ngliah-apeati.ng 

settlers had beon planted as a living bul~k againat the 

Amatanbu and .Amakosa. tribes. Pr~le wa.o :free to jou:rney to 

Cape Tcwn with his wif'ot when~ a. modeot post as Sub ... libra.l.~an 

o£ the South Afrioan Public Libra.ryaw&.i ted hii>h Ria rmlar,y was 

to be aomethh"JB leas than £'75 a. year but hf) had no intention· of 

starving on this pittance while other opportunities affo l'ded him 

soope for his abilities.<2) 

Pringle's eeooni object in emigrating had been to secure an 

appointment for himulf in the Cap$ Colony' a civil service• In 

the autumn o£ 1819 he had written oxplaining hi a aims to Sir · alter 

Scott who had used his influenos to get tb.s Pringle parby 3eleated 

:f'rcm among the uny thousands of applicants for l§)ver.r.11:1ent aid to 

settle in aouthem Africa. In 1834, when his Afrioa.n f>ketches 

were published, Pringle publically tha.r.dcerl the novelist in a 

dedicator.y eonnett 
:FTI>m deaerte wUd am m.e.ny a pathless wood 
Of a .vafie climes where l havo wa...~.ored long, 
ifuoae hills and streros are yet ungraoed by song, 
l bring, illustrious friem, thio garland rude: 
The off'l!ring, though WJ.COuth, in kindly mood 
Thou wilt mga-rd, i£ ha.ply tbsro should bet 
•:;ong meaner things, the flower ~implicity, 
Fresh from coy nature's virgin soli t1ld • 
Accept this frail me.aorial., bonom-ed Scott, 
Of favoured intercourse in :formar day .. 
Of worde of kindness I have ne 'a.r forgnt -
Of acts of frieniship I oan ne•er repay• 
For I havo found { a.tld •hore:f'Ore Sa:f it not?) 
The rU.natrel 's hoart e. a no ole aa his ln.y. (3) 

1, l?Rl~JG.LE, "Narrative of' a Resideme in South r\fricat', 
African Sketohas, p.289. 

2. Pringle wroto to Scott, telling him of his appointment, giving 
an account of his expenses in Oap€ Town and hia ef:fbrts to secure 
the additional poot of "SupE'!rintcment of the Govt. Press.t• See 
·~homas Pringle and Sir Walter Scott", ~erll Bulletin af the 
SOUth Af"rican Libra-ry, vol.6, lio.4,Ju.na 1952.pp.l09 - ll8. 

~. PRINGlE, 11To Sir alter Soottn, African Sketches. According to 
.Leitch Ritchie, hie biographer, Pringle first caught Soott • s 
interest in 1816 as ttthe a1.'lthor of a piece in the ltFootio lUrror, •• 
whioh was much praised by Scott, md which was tho origin of his 
acquaintance with that great and good man. "lfmloirs o e Th(bG.S 

Pringle", The l'Wtioal WoJ!a of' Thanas Pr¥!6le,l837, p.xxn. 
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That Africa wae, as yet, ungraced by English song was an 

obvious enoush fact. Pringle recognised this,be was aware of 

hie opportunities, aware ot the untapped literary resources of 

the Frontier. Unl.ike some of the versifiers of a later colonial 

era .Pringle realised that unfamiliar subjects would attract his 

attention; 

Sweet Teviot, fare thee welH Less gentle themes 
Far distM.t call me :from thy pastoral dale. 

(1) 

rre did not waste his tirne bewailillg his erlle but made a genuine 

attenpt to transform hie new oxporienoee into poetry. Hie 

efforts mq seem insignificant to us now but as a pioneering 

aohievement they remained :for a long time unequalled. Years 

later, thEXre was still a melanoholy truth in Kipling•s sneer: 

'*Ae to South Af'rioan verse, it's a case of there's Pringle 
and there's Pringle, md after that one mu.at hunt the local. (2 ) 
pepers." 

Than..- Pri~lo as born 1n 1789 at :Bl.ai.kla:w, near Kelso. 

He spent his ·boy)lood in Teviotdale (Soott•e Bonier country) \il.ere, 

ae well as gardening, fishing cd carpentering (interests which 

were to pxove use:ful later) he showed an early love Qf' reading. 

If' Pringle had been physically st%'Qnger he might have turned i'aJXner. 

His literary leanirJgs ani meditative habit of mini, as well as his 

sensitive awareness of the aufferings of othGre, -we:w probably not 

unconnect-.d wl"'b the taot tbat he bad been lamed for life liChen only 
a. :few months old. ( 3) 

1789 was also the yeaz in which the states-Gener-al assembled 

at Versailles. It had been in<lr(lla.singly evident , ever ainoe the 

middle ot the 18th omtuq that there were manentous intellectual 

currents vitillieing Eu:ropean society. It waa the dawn ot 8'1 epoch~ 

1. PRimlE, "The »nigrente, Intrcxmctory Stanzas", 
The Poetical WOrk• o£ Tbanae Pripgl.e, 18}7, P• 99· 

2. KIPLING, Rudya'rd, Quoted in Canbr:idge Hiatoey of English 
LiteNtw:e, vol. XIV, P•}73• Kipling Q'Jntinued: "'l'b.ere ia 
alao, G.f course, F.lf .. Reits•s A:fr.i.caanse Gedigte, songs nnd 
parcxlies in the Taal, whic:b are very dlaraoterist:i.c •" 

}. "It is aa.id that I was a remarkably healthy infant; but when 
I wu only a few months old, I met with an aoaiden:t in the 
nurse•e aJ.ms, by which my right limb was dislocated at tho 
hip-joint. 1be nurse, unfortunately, concealed the incident 
at the time; al11 thouf?ll it was speedily discovered, that 
fX)meth1ng was wrong with the limb, and I as car:ded io Kelao 
:tbr medical a:l:vice, tho nature of the injtll.'Y ns mt a.aoertained 
until & very <X)nsiderable per:iOO. had elapesd, and it was no 
longer practicable to redwe the dislocation. I was tl:ms 
renclered la.me for lifo." :PRJNGIE, Tbe Poetical \Yorke of 
Thomas Pringle, 1837, p.xn:r. 



the burgeoning Liberal am Romantic Movemellt coincided with many 

conplex and interdependent evonta • In Great Britain the rapid 

increase in the population since about 1750 and the application 

of scientific discoveries to industry and agriculture ware among 

the factors msponsible for the fever of emigration which gripped 

the islanders. The writings of the "~ncb EnliShterment" ani 

the suooesstul rebellion ot the colonists ir.L North America added 

their contribution to the world in which Pringle matured. 

The revival of "enthueiaem•• together with the "rising tide 

of hunanitarianism••(l) with its new attitude to auffering of all 

kinds, particularly U:l the suffering of animals, sl.Ji.vea, prisoners, 

primitive races and children, was a powerful. factor in the enotional 

and spiritual grOwth o£ men liklt Pringle. ( 2 ) Like many of his 

triems - Fairbairn and Dr. Philip for inat&l¥le - this settler 

brought ri. th him trom Europe a 11 beral, hU'llani tarian outlook 

lllhich he emeavoured to impose upon a. totally different aooiety. ( 3) 

The current European theory on the subject of the "noble 

oavagen was not all that Pringle (bom a ;year after Byxon and 

on:cy nine years old when The Igrical Ba.Uads were publiEiled) 

inhsri ted f:rom the growing Romantic tradi\lion. Had he emigrated 

fifty )'ears earlier Pringle misnt possibly have been less responsive 

than be was towards the landscapes which he encountered in the 

.K&rJ:OO am in the uncultivated areas allocated to the irumigrants. 

Be.fore he set eyes on A:f'rioa he had most certainly read same of the 

latest Englieh poetry of the period with its descriptions of 

mountainous eoen.ry, often haunted by lonely heroic figures. 

Like Wordsworth (though not to the eame degree) Pringle was, at 

times, seneitive to the attractions of a wild unpeopled countryside. 

ln addition it is possible, as Guy Butler has pointed out, that 

"Pringle • s own bleak Soot' a baclcgrown helped him to %9s.pond to the 

bleakness of the Eastem Cape". · ( 4) 

1. GEORGE, Eng}.ard in Transition, .P• 72• 
2. For a reference to humanitarianism as one of the motivee fOl' 

emigration to the Cape eee EDwARDS, The 1620 Settlers in 
South .Africa, P•55· 

3· Pringle's life. bears witness to his beliefs and interests. 
Hie Narrative of a Resid.eme in South A:frioa ie packed with 
references to eooh <pestions u the position of the Hottentots 
in the Ooloq and to eulogies of the work urnertaken by the 
missionaries. Almost the first thin,; Pringle did after 
landing at Algoa~ was to visit the mi•aion of .Bothel&dorp. 

4• BUTlER, "South African .Poetry", S.A.B.O. talk, No.2, p.l. 
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On that first morning in Simon • e .Bay he and hie }8rty wnt 

up on the poop ani gazed at the lonely sands and treeless hills 

of False 131\Y. 
,.Regh, eire I" ex.cla:lmed one of them, "but this is 

an ill-favoured alXl outlandish-looking COWltry." 

Pringle • e reply was, 

''Quite as fair a 81¥11ple as Culloden Muir is CY£ (l) 
the Carse of Gowrie. n 

Later, d.urillB the journey ea.etwards, we :find him canmenting 

on the Oape•s ~tmagnificent mOWltain scenery", describing the 

coastline between George am Keyana as "Beautiful, but somewhat 

aa.vage"· with that "air of lonesaneneea and dreary wildness, 

1lbioh a country umtat"ked by the traces of human industry or of 

human rea:idenoe seldom fails to exhibit to 'the view of civilised 

man." (2 ) 

This was a lea& Romantie , more typically 18th centuJ:y 

reaction than that which Pringle expressed la.tor in his best 

known poem t*Afar in the Desert11 • In commenting on the dreariness 

and wildness of the vi•w Pringle waa thinking principally of 
. . 

mountain ranges and vast horizons ae being remote £1'0.m civilization. 

This was an attitude akin to that of the ID&n\Y' 18th oentury poets 

who thOUBbt of nature in tema of rural retirement in a oulti va.ted 

sooiety. In "A:ta.r in the Desert" Pringle reveals tha.t the 

e,paoiousness 

And the blank horizon, round ani round 
Spread - void of living sight or somld. 

have affected him di:fferentl;n they are thought of not negatively 

but positively, they are a means Of bringing man cloaer to God. ( 4) 

1. PRINGLE, Narrative of a Res;ideme in South Africa, 1834, p.ll8. 

2. Ibid. p.123. -
3• ~. "Afar in the Desert", 1934, p.13. 

4• It is di:f'.ficult to account for the widespread chango of a.tti tude 
in England during the second half of the 19th oen tury towards 
certain iypeo of lamscape. As well as the inf'luenoe of the 
R<nantio wri tars the lilift in values ~, in part, have had 
something to do with the land enclosures and agricultural 
revolution o£ the previous century. At a time when large tracts 
of :roreata, heaths ani commons - as well as the hillier &illd. moze 
remote parts of the island - were associated in men's minds with 
di££icu.lt and dangero118 ttrav•lling ex>nditione, with pbysioal 
h~ebips, thieves, highwa.;ymen and. marsh fevf)ra, uncultivated 
tracts had been oalled '':filthy botob.es on tb.e faoe of the country." 
:Better OO!llmunioa.tions may have helped people to appreciate the 
beauties of wilder aoenery. 
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"Afar in the Desert" firAt appeared in the second lll.1!1ber 

ot th• South .Af'ricaD Journal in 1824• It enjoyed, :fbr a time, 

a ccnsidarable vogue, being frequently republished ani ql.X7ted. (l) 

Pringle's African veraes - the fruit oi" a little less than six 

years experience of this continent - appeared a few months 

before his death. They attracted a fair amount of attention in 

the Utera.ey tiOrld (largely on account of the appeal o£ their 

subject matter to his contemporaries). (a) If the name 1'h001as 

Pringle has gathered to itsel£ a little abadowy fane it is 

certainly time, as a South African critic has suggested "for the 

Pringle myth to be abandoned and to btl replaced by a true 
(J) appreciation of what he attEmpted end wha:t he aotually aocanplished." 

A oanprehenaive stuey of all Prlngle'a writing is not 

intended here but an examination ot a selection of hie poetry 

should help to alarify the Sootsnan'e position in the history 

of South African English verse. Here wns a man fresh :trcn 

Edinburch, fraa the world o£ party politics, Scott•e novels• 

squabbling magasine editora and the Anti-Slaver.y Society. He 

had no intention of returni»g: 

From native haunts and early friends exiled, ( 
I tune no more the string for Soottish talef 4> 

He :f'ims himself riding a pozv or being buuped about on an ox­

waggon aoroaa the African wl.d. What attracts his attention, 

what are his qual ities u a writer ani mat are his :rnrticular 

literary problems? These are sane of the questions whioh are 

relovQll.t here. 

Pringle waa mt aimply a ,.liberal humanitarian•• (a depreaaing 

tag llhiah robs him of pareonality), he waa also an intelligent, 

inquisitive man who showed a genuine, almost passionate interest 

in everything A:f'rican. It ie thia laok o:f' narrowness, of 

conscious prejudic•, this attempt to examine and r ecord, tbich 

1. See GREEN, 'Thanas Pringle• a "Afar in the Desert" '. 
Quarterl y J3ulletin of the South African Libraq, vo1.2, No.4. 
Juno 1948. pp.ll<>-112, for an account of the numerous vereiona 
and edi tiona. 

2. The Atben&e\D wrote on Pringle's death "few men we1'e richer in 
:!'r18nda than Y:r. Pringle. Among them might be enwnerated 
moet of the lite:rar.r men of the daiY·u 

3. MILlER & SE..~GEAl~, A Ori tical SUrvex o£ South .A:frioAn Poettt 
in ErgliSh, p.23. 

4• PRDrGIE, "Introduotor.r Stan~aa, "Afar in the Desert," 1881, p.l. 
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11hioh makes his prose Narrative 80 fasoimting. Pringla loarnt 

more about the :t'rontier districts in a couple of years than aome 

Of its old inhabitants can tell you to-day. He was eager to 

investigate everything: tho history of the Colo~, its 

phyaical featw:-ea, its birds, animals and vegetationJ while 

the oharaoteriatica of Bushman, Hottentot, Khosa am Frontier 

Boer were the objects of his conatant observation and SJl9cul.ation. 

This intense P&reness of a f'o:reisn environment is reflected in 

hia verse. (l) Pringle•s desire to help orea.te a civilized 

society in southern Africa was genuine. Had he not crossed the 

path of the Governor, !Dl'd Cba:rles sanerset, he ~ld probably 

never have lett the Colony. Ae it n.s he made plans, just before 

hia death at the a.ae of :f'orty-ah, to return to ooou.py land near 

the fatm which he had pioneered for his biOther. 

Sane cf Pringle's di:ffioulties in wrestling with completely 

stranse mterial, something of his probably unconscious struggle 

to describe things particularly A:frican in a medium entirely 

Eu:ropean, m~ be detected in "Evening Rambles"'• ( 2) 

These lines are dated from Glen-Lyndon - the nostalgic name 

Pringle gave to the Soots settlement in one of the loneliest 

sections of the Cape :frontier. The form whioh he chooses is in 

the tradition of the long line of descriptive poems of the kind 

which Johnson called. ttlocal poetry" am whioh he suggested 

~riginated in Denhan • s ttCooper' s Hill" ( 1642} • 0) The gel'D.'IS 

inolwee such varied achiev001ents as "L' Allegrott ani "Il Penaeroso", 

Pope's "Wirxlsor Forest••, Dyer's "Grongar Hill" (a favourite with 

Wordnorth) and the latter's own "An Evening Walk"' (179'). 

1. As well as in the extensive footnotes which (in the manner o£ 
of the popula.r Sa.wel Roaers) he appended to tbe:n. 
For instan06 the lines~ 

.Brilliant as the glancing plumes 
Of sugar·bird.s among its bloo::ns 

fran ''Evening Rambles•• are aoccmpanied by' an extensive foot­
note of whiCh th• following is only a partt 

"The delicate humling-birda (Troohili) of South Amerioa", 
sqs Jtr. Burchell, "are in Southern A:frioa ~presented by the 
Nectariniu, here oalled by the Dutch Colonists Suiker•voiels, 
(sugar-bixds), from having been observed, at least in the 
neighbou:rhocd of Cape Town, to feed principally on the honey 
of tlte flowers o£ the Suiker-bosoh (Protea melliferal· 
PRINGLE, African Sketohea, p.510. 

2. Ibid. p.21. 

3· See DOUGH1"Y, Forgotten tgrioa of the 18th cent&, P• 118. 
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''Evening Rambled)may have been writ-ten on an African 

frontier but ita attempt at "elegance .. aa well as its echoes 

of English pastoral poetry, placesit &nang tho verse of the 

Neo-olusiciste. Not that euoh a generalisation tells us 

much about the poem .. neither does it exclude the Ranantic 

element mich is present .. it is merely a very zongh indication 

ot the kin:l of literary "influences•~ Pringle bad. inheri tedo 

"The aultr;y al.lllJiler-noon ia past" 

ao n are told. Pringle •lcomee the advent of the ~~llow 

Ev'enitlg" which., but for the referenoe to mimosa trees, turns 

out to be just auch an evening as might be expected to arr.i. ve 

in a dozen poems o£ the Georgie aohool. The "low and languid 

Breeze" which ie "fanning*' the treeaJ the trees thc:rnselwa 

which insist on perfuming ''the panting galo" remind the ''poet", 

not indeed of Englalld but "Of primroee-tu:rt;s in Scottish dell." 

Soon, however, Pringle's honesty, admitting the evidence of 

his aerusea, forces him to atate that his reveries on "tender 

spring" am the ill8Vitable "blithe lark" have little in common 

nth the veld, the dense bu8h. &lld the rooky krantze21 of the 

J3a.viaan'a river valley. He applies himself to the dii'fioult 

task of CJtpreseing in words what he actually seee so that in 

Sterile mountaine, rough ani Bteep, 
• • 0 0 •• •• 0 

Heaving to the clear blue sky 
Their ribs of ~te, 

w have an image muob closer to reality. .But Pringle oan, - he 

had been in A:trioa buely two yeare .. sunmon no sympathy for the 

mountains or f or their bare, dry ridpa "by the torrent a wom". 

He hurries an;y fran their forbidding savagery to the valley where 

he baa pereuaded. himsolt that "The landscape hath a n:rmer glow;" 

In the linea whioh follow there ie a certain delicate cham 

which arisea partly from the accuracy of the wri t.r' a observation z 

There the spekboom spreads 1 ts bowers 
Of light-green leaves ani lilac flowers; 
And the aloe rears her crimson crest, 
Like stately queen for gala drestt 
And the bright-bloasamed bean-tree shakes 
Ita coral tufts above the brakes, 
l3rilliant as the glancing plunee 
Of sugar-birds among itJS blooms, 
With the deep-green verdure blending 
In the strean of light desoending. 

The oanparative vividllQsa am colour of this description is 

dulled by a · diction entirely 'I.U18Ui ted to the scene. The 

spekboom is light-green and lilac, the bean-tree blosecms lilr() 
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coral, "glucing•t aptly suggests the sheen of the aun-birctts 

wings as it flashes p&etf but what is the reader to make of 

the word ''bowere"? Its usooiatiol.IB are hapelessly of another 

worldJ it recalls chivalrous knigbte plljying their respects to 

:fair women; it is raniniscant of such courtly lyrics as 

Thomas Oampion' a 

Where Bhe her sacred bower adorns 
The rivers clearly flOWJ 
The groves ani meadows swell with flowers, 
The winis all gently blow. 

There is a similar jarring artifice and ineptitude about 

the noun ''bra..kes", which h.S all the wrong ssaooiatioM. Thia 

is a pity for the ''bright-bloseaued 'bean .. tree "is aim.ply and 

ole&rly evokedt . it would be refreshing to find it in the 

company of the crimson-crested aloe where it not for the fact 

that the image is dirm.'le4 by the unfortunate, "Like stately queen 

for gala drest••. The queen is in an incongruous position; one 

cannot help suspecting her disocmfort •. 

lt was Prin~eta misfortune that his limited talent was 

impeded by a derivative ttpoetiott diction so foreign to his 

themes; a diotion which was already out of date in England. 

All through •'Evening Ranbles" it clouds the sharpness of his 

observation as he attompta to reoo:r:d his impressions. He was 

writing during a lull in the recurrent .K.affir "wars .. alll, for 

the moment, the details Qf plant, 'hi:r:d and auim.al life absorbed 

his attention. He watched the ••lana" the weaver-bird, 

suapending its porohecl nast above a stream to protect its young 

fran marau:lers. He disoavereci that the "gu.ana" or leguun 

profere calm to running waterJ he had heard the purrins of.' the 

night-jar 8rld had climbed -lane leg and a.ll - to the roolq 

outcropas 

Where the grim satyr-:faced baboon 
Sits gibbering to the rising noon, 
Or chides with hoarse Cld an«cy ory 
The herdsman as be lf'&llders by. 

Here the pictorial ani the atdito:ry image are f'u.eed to evoke a 

distinctively African scone. A rare achievement among suoh 

Neo-ola saical Qf£ootions ea: 

But lo I the sun • a dosot~ndi~ car 
'-links o 'er .Mount-Dunion's peaka afar. 

This t!Juns&t ia the i ntroduction to one of those f:requent 

passages in which Pringle uses his verse ae a vehicle for hi• 



Views on slavery ani the savage. 

In common with practically every descriptive piece of this 

type, t he herds and flocks return at ll'lll'l8et from the :pastl.l.l'ello 

Leading the procession is 111'he brown Herder with his 1'locku· who 

passes the rock on which the poet is sitting. 1The sight 

providea Pringle with an opportum·q of expressing his hor:ror 

and disgust at the institution of slavery. ~e didactic 

picture is disappointingly vague. Just as we reed that the 

hel'der ia no shephem "from Soottiah :fell••, that he bas 

"no flute.,. .nor bookt nor tale" to cheer him UPt eo this 

Hottentot has little concrete visible shape, little individual 

li:fe or personality. Pringle is so emotionally conditioned by 

the fo~!e of his own :feelings (Eillotions which led him ultima.tel7 

to the post ~ Secretary to the .Anti-Slavery Society) that he 

f'orgets qverything exeept the assurance he feels tba.t the he:rdert 

••• feels not hope•s electric ~ark; 
But, born the \ihi te Afan' a se:rvile thrall, 
Knon that he oarmot lower f'all. 

The evangelical tone is intensified. in the next atanu. 

with the a;ppearance of the ••stout Neat•herd" who has a 

••bolder step am blither eye"" In spite of the fact that he 

is a rtpoor heathen Bechuan" as well as "A na.ked, homeless exilett 

Pringle asserts dogmatically that the neat-herd 
11Bears on his brow the port of man;" 

&ll because he is not (technically at any rate) "debased by 

slavery." 

This sane'frbat naive little passage contains one of those 

rewarding flashes which, here ani there, illu:nim.te the drabness 

of' Pringle's work. All of a s1.dden we see and. hear the A:frican 

as he shuffles along in the dust, whistling through his teeth at 

the oa.ttle or •IJ:Iuraming low his tuneless song". Pringle is riahtf 

the herd.boy'a song is often "tl.U18lesa .. to Western e&rai a 

chara.cteristieally :rhythmic b'l.tt mo.noto:nou.s little melody. 

The last section o:t "Ev'e.ni~ R&nbles" emphasizes aga.in the 

derivative in:f'luenoes permeating Pringle's verse. Twilieht 

poems i n which (a.s every school child knows) the ploughman is 

plodding home and .. all the a.ir a solemn stillness holds" are 

a repetitive fC!o.ture in the annale of English :po~rtr.y. 

Pri:ngle writes; 

Now, wilard-like, slow Twilight sails 
With aoundloes 1fing adown the vales, 



im-1tediataly we :rsnember (if w b&ve read it) 'liomeworth • s 

early poe:1 "An Eveni~ Vlalk"t 

now,. while the aolemn &vening shadows ~'dl, ( ) 
On red slo.,..wsv-lng piniona, down the vale~ 1 

P.ci.ngle has ~banionod bie pulpit, forgotten his hen...t.en 

Beohuan. He is lost in a romantic lt'Orld o;t stillneiJa and 

ehadow, wizardry and twilight - a world which Kerlin would not 

havo found. strangfh Pringle ilu.gi.nee the wi~, Tlfili~t; 

Waving with his ahooowy rod 
Th.s: owl end bat t o come A.h:road, 
1i th things that ha.te the garieh aun, 
To frolic now tho d~ ie done. 

Africa. ana. thtJ harsh realities of thEl :t.'rontier £ooe still 

fUrther as the fire ... fly arrives in the dMnp '"m'*".dows" : 

Link-boy he of woodlam green 
To li~t i'air Avon's Eli'in Q.ueenJ 

As w.ddtmly as be had entered it .P:rillele l$'&Ves biB dream of 

~tideurnmer ni&lts with tho df'l.igbtful o<::mn'ent: 

Here, l wen, mt>re wont to shiue 
To light the thievish porcupine, 
Plundering my melon-bed, ... 
Or villain lynx, whoa~' ste&.lthy tread 
Roms.e s not the wako:f'ul hound 
As be creeps the :t'oldu ~. 

The fl'ontieraman's twilight via!lon bas dissolved.; he llurries 

baclt to the settlement in f~ar of lion and adder, closing his 

poem on the conventional meditative note of its literary 

pred.eceasonu 

Thuo, nn.mnuring 11f3 thought:t\ll strain, 
I ~ our wattled cot again. 

In the asne yoar Pringle "ffl''te ''The Emigrant's CBbin,u (2) 

doubly interesting as & picture of frontier life as he experienoed 

it ani as an altOroise in the decorous, tt0t>od-ta.ate school" of 

verse popularised 'by SDiau.el Rosero. 

In 1798 Sanual Rogers, whose work Pringle was to read and 

admire, (.3) wrote in the Prefa.ae to hia u.An h'piatle to a :f'riel'Xi11 

that ovary road.~r turns with pleasllrft to those pMaages in which 

poets t~.ll us •'how they lived end. where they dweltJ •.• It is tl'.r.o 

deeign of this Epistle to illustrate the virtue of' True Taste; 

and to ~t!OW hOw little is r~quim to eecure, not only the CQ!r'd'orte, 

1. cl)fill..l)'t ;~.;ro.1!, nt..n I-:Netrl.ng ~kut The .Po$ms tXt' William \liardaworth, p.6. 
2. P.R.IMGLE, •'The Thtigrant•s Cabin, Afrioal'l Sketobaa, P•35· . 

3~ ':'he "e;tliY·h\1Dlourod Captain .Ft>x11 mentioned in nThe l'.:tnigrant 'o Cabin" 
late:: :t19pn:id Pringle's :floontier hospitality by "seating me at hie 
Eng~sh :fireside with Sir Jmes J.faold.ntosb a1d the poet Roe~ers. 
:ffilr[~.JE, Narrative of a Res~dGnoe in South Afr.i.ca, .P•5l6. 
Pringle continues with cpota.tions fran ROg;rli Poems. 



but even tho •l•gancios of life .. " ( 1 ) 

This 'll'a.& l'X)t &.u.'tlS' intention when he .W.opted the fi'ierdq 

letter in v~ae, making it 

"into M 1natrtl?lant of wide compass, for the oxpreaeion of 
inaole.n", button-holing collo~, or atentol'ian abuoe, (2} 
or of ohaff, or of confidential gentle talk.'' 

Pringl~ couut not &Ohievo Sllch easy-going familiarity (his 

country.aan • a ribald tone p:ro bably appalled him). Unlike :Bums 

ho mw over-conscious Of bio s.udienoe, incapable of dashing o-ff 

the intims;l;o, oarel.Eistu 

It's now twa 1110nth that I'm your debtor, (') 
For y~ braw, nameless, dateJesll letter. 

It W4\Ji noi; 'Bu:m&, but tho banker Rogers lfhO pro-vided the modol 

for Pringle•a opiatl • 

By 1820 Samuel lt.oprs had al.xeady begun to mova in a 

diatine;uiahet1 circle; in time his teous breakt'curte 1$)uld be 

attou:ied by moat o:t' the i1npartant literary ani poli tioal fi(~s 

o£ oontenpora:ry !Dmon. The ?le61BI.U"U of f!.mt?&, whidl hMd 

first appeaNd in 1792, bad gone th:rouah n:i.neteen od.1 tiona by 

1816. I-; was roga.rdo:l. as & olaasio; no "cultive.tfld« r.u~nts 

bookcase could be without a oopy. It bad~ according to o.u.a of 

tht. inm1.'Derable eulogies wh1oh it collected, tt.nd.erod literature 

an 
"invaluable aervit:a by :tts puri.ty or la.llgWlg& and ohaeteness 
ot tone • 1lhi0h i.mtMdiatoly became tbe objects of i.'llproving(

4
) 

imitation and. elova.ting rivaJ.X¥.,11 

'':!.'he E::ligrv.nt t a Cabin",. 11. rim.ed epistle in which .Pringle 

ittAgines ho is entertaining his· i'l'iend FairbaJ.r.n oorwath hia 

favourite "llllbra-tree" on tbe banks o£ the Banaan•e river is 

closely imitative o£ ru>sere in fom, diction ani tone. (5) Rogor•a 

1nvooat1om 
Yet smG good genii o'er rq heart p:rotJ1do, (6) 
o.f"b the :rar friend, with secret spell, to auidot 

1a eahood by Pri.nglAu 

I pictur·ed you, ti&BEJ Fairbaixn at ey side, 
By somo good Genie wa.t'tod. <'.roeo the tide; 

1. nOOF.tts, Pomts, P• 74· 
2. ELTOl>T, 6-.. Su:r;\te;y; o{ ~!iab Y..~ra.'flure 1180-l83Q. Vol.l .. p.llO. 

3· .BUR!~, "Third Epi&tle to J. Lapraik11 ,The Poc:na of 1:tobort .ilUrna,p.lOO. 

4. Quoiied in The Ea.rlz LU'e .of 5aun.tol Ro2ra, CJ.tAYDr~i, p.23s. 

5· Pri.ngle olaima to luMt ooined the llall'll3 ''um'b.-a."· In 1957 tbia 
pu-ticular tree waa still staniillg; ito age having 'been 
estimated e.s at least 400 years. See RENNIE, Joh.."l V .1. 
"'rhe Site o:t Thomoo Pringle•a "Emigrant's Cabin"'• African& 
Notes lilld News, June, 1957, Vol.l2, No. 6. PP• 219-22l· 

6. ROOERSt "An Epi&tle to a Friem", Poems bz Samuel Roe~' (1814) p.85. 
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1hll bnnke:r•s ''hom1t-c6ll" becomes the pio.noe-.r'• "rustio 
cabinrr whcrG, sur.routtted by "a-:rasay-aeade" he sits with his 

favourite houm, old Yanoow, dromr.g at his f'eet. 

HOW1.Wer ,once tre enter, with 'Fairbairn, the .. beehive-cottage 

door" w mal:tst~ that Pringle int-mde to desoribe 'the T¥)vel 

imierior as graphically aa ho can. His ~ is on the object t 

he deli€hts in piot~ng the cool, olean hut floor (made £ratt 

the mud of tenni tea • mots) and the rough hane-made furniture • 

There is an inventors ot the hut'G contents .. a jointed. stool, 

a leo"OA'I.'d- ekin couch, "A wicker cupboard, filled with :rlaska 

&tvi jars", n p~ of books and, in sM:rp a.lltitheeia, "h:ldes of 

tcroeiou.s beasts that zooc the waste" • 

Books "'iBl'e d~bly p1-eo1ous to .Prlngle in his iaolation; 

he was patbatioal.ly eac;or to asS'\U'e his £ricnd that, thouab 

t'alOte f'ra::1 oivillzation he was not divoroed :rrora 1-t. He 

Glll))hMiJ:es thi.a when deacribillg his neighbours - :f'&1'mera, 

ofi"ioers at the military outposts~ tho d18t:rlot !a~t, 

ocoaaicmal visitom woh o,a, 

the grq~ Captain F<l'S, 
With Ybc:n l .roa:ntld 'mid Koo1'lfl!>' e '?Oods and J.'Qcka, 
.F.ra:t Winte:t•borg to Gola' a savage grot, 
Talking of Rt>gere, CMlpbell; Cole:dcigo, Scctt, 
Of Fox a:td .!n.oldntosh, Bro.tlJle, ~' G-1'07; 

'l'ho educated exile•n longing !'or talk on "things and men', 

is a.p:pa:rent. Ho-,vove:x; Fri11«le makes the ~at of t':t'Ontier lit'e. 

This will:tneness to adapt ~elf to hie enviromJOnt is evidct 

in his :frequent use of Colo:r.ial wordo borrowed f.rom .Bush:lan, 

Hottentot; Bantu. ani Boer. J2::ans makes its d.~but in En~sh 

vet-ae here. Pringle f'indB it necefJB"-l"Y to 1i&1icize and. IJXpl.aim 

Kranl;, 1n colonial uaae; , si.gni.J..iea a. steep oliU 
or OV'E!:rhe~.ns rook, 4'UOb a.e the Bushmen .often seleot 
for depicting tmh" rude sketches on." 

~ Hottentot girl, v:ytj~ Vaal, a addressed as t.be "Uu.t ... brown 
:!&idenu; a tr~s~t)mation mioh tbs Sootanan :t.lnds neither oomio 

rY1r anom.aloue. saoo mrkedly arti1ioial dialogue to~rd,s the 

end or •"J.'ho Dt.igra.nt 'a <.;ab:tntt intmduoes P<...-wana, the .Ar.latlabu 

chief, wi1.0 oanos to ••anom tbe Pipe of Peace with Scottish acn." 

Pr.t.n#tlo soioos the Opportunit~ to parAde hie m:a.ttoring ct tho 

"TaaJ.It in lioos attributed to thQ Hottoatat ~eFberd~ 



Powan& wagh t 
Tot dat de .Baa8 hel!l binnenshuie aaJ. VTaagh, • 

(l) 

The value ot these verses is in their aoourate reporting 

CYt l<"'.t'ontior life at tho time, eopeota~ of thoso clc.mestio 

details of which thoro art'l so fow rooome. 'l.he fool a.rd. drink 

oorunmed by the settler:-& is gi von the careful atter~t:lon which 

it might ha.w NCGived by a poeta.eter in the age of Pope. ( 2) 

Roasted sP'l"in60ok is i'oUo'\'fed by a haunch af ha-rtebeest, by 

paauw, komaan, guinea-fowl am pheasant. There ie a. famili~ 

ril\'J about hia 

Kid ca.rbonadjea, a la. Hottentot, 
BroUed on a forld.d twigr 

(5) 

but lilat deece~ at Pringle toi~q wuld boast ot· b&ving 

The aooond halt ar the epistle :l.s used by Pringle to elaborate 

hie aims in caning to U'ricar 

- I bare U¥ fum m4 gamen, tools ant pen, 
Uy sohemea for civilizing SSVB68 .men; 

Al.l this 'klle ua a aood. deal about the writer but it is voey 

indifferent verse. TM letter closes in the raanmr of Rogers 

with a selute to i'.rienisb:l.p; beccbing inoreaa:lngly stylised, 

derivative and dull• ~~ved from the healthy necessity of 

rooolding scenes 'l'bioh ~ had mver aeon, Pringle 

unoCI1Soioual.y dl'ifte back into :1lU to.ting the 1lpoet~" of Taste 

1. PROOLE, "P.s. lt wlll tak$ some 11t.tle :pa.ino to acquiro a 
oaapetent knotrloclge of tbG Du:toh lCJ.g\.18pJ but that m~ be 
eff~ with mal.rate dilisenco during the voyage, and.,_ 
months stuly and dail.}r conversation in the ®unt17 a.fier 
arrival. I learnt to write lllld speak it tolerabAl well in 
a vsry ~ weeke - to aoquixe the la:nguaee 'J:f>~ of 
course requires time md attention. • 
Extmcrt 1':raD letter dated :from LOndon, 16-2·18.52, to Rev.:or .. Bum.s .. 
Tllken :f'J.<om thc:t oorreSpOnd.ence dealin6 with P.rlngle•s e:t':forte to 
oeou.re a suitable schoolmaster tbr the eettler:3 at Glen ~· 
(Nioro:tilm, ~!&1• Cor.remm!enoe, Cory Library.) 

2. •-Pemaps never before 01'" after have 1'cod md drink inspired. so 
~ poet$ .. n DOUGRrt, Fo!JOtten !«r1 oa of ~e l~t;1 ccn;&.'Et•P•l76• 

'" The wcml uc~•a•• has tm interesting history. 
"How ~~bit lq'd to ea.te .Addem heads ani ~oada carbonad.o' d". 

J:afl1ntflt:r'e, ;Gale, IV, v. 268. 
~ nowl:tat, Mr~ .lfa:rd. (See Chapter ') knew tho wordt 

'"lben \lha.t qle juatiee woe &>ne to the oa,rooetie. (bt<Oilod 
mutton steaks)', zd the stGWed buok •• " ~~ Jitle, Vol.l,p.U. 

The w:d.ter hv.s heard .the WOJk Xe;r.na.tjiot ap? used by Etlgli$b 
speak:in« fa:m.a in the :Bodfom district ( 1n the area of the 
original G~en-~en settlement) to mean "presents of' m at cr 
sausages ~M~tnt to neighbours after a kill", pJ<eS\IDably to be 
cooked at 4 bl'a.aivleia. 

' I 
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md Culture still widely ~3!l!Jnt in ErJglani. (l) 

So :fta.r "h• laak-luatre litol\U7 tradition which Pringle 

imported baa been seen to be ahaoet entireJ.¥ Grm" va.ting .. 

tenl!ins to d.'rop B sesntic CQrtain between him aJll Africa. 

!t bas boen ~ted that his beat wol'k -.a produced "~hal 

the influence o:r \1oW.SWO:rth'a ideBS began to tom ef!f'eot•, and 

:fUrther 'Chat it l'Cul4 be "an Gnlie}'ltening task to group hie 

pOaliS intO Tto oategod.eaJ tmse written bof'oro the acquaintance 

with Colerid- and thoee eitton atte~s••. (2) 

The evidence, both of Prinsle•a lettors atd of his later 

poems ep:psm to a1pport 'the thesis that he was f'avot.rably 

infl:u.emed by ~hta tbeorioe on diction. 

A:tJ:r cOAplete at~ o£ Prin«le would necoasi. tate further 
e:umlnation o£ the effect of the Preface to the JAV;!oal. Ball;~s 
upon bia veree. In 1820 l?rl.l2gle hiMi written a eamet cmp1'98Sitlg 

his a&niration o.t Wordeworth. ( :5) NixMJ years later he clarified 

bia maturing poetic intenti<lla in a lettero 
I .n no._ a little pleased that ~u.like my •Dechuar:za. Boy' 

... beoaUtJe it sa.tisfie.s mo th.a.t r:sy aim to atta.tu the Dimple 
~ ot tJi'\lth and m.ture has not bee=1 entireq 'Ul'UNccessful. 
Con:lensatt~ md. ~!m!lioitz a:m ,!£! my gzeat aims in at\Y 
poetical attempta, ~r withOut those I • aat1stiecl that nabbing 
l nuw write 1'1111 Mw .. or deseJMt to live - liDl m.ww ar my 
eu)J pieces a.re vors- 4e£1cicn2t, espeotalq in the farmer of' 
1h$Be qualities". (4) 

~e itaUoe am J?riagle•e Q\'m• Ev\\tn a C\l.ft0l7 :readtng C¥£ 

•fllbe :Bechuana ~ (5) rawala at once a groator olar.S.ty, a eimpler, 

less tfpoetio" 1~ and a mo:JM GUS'tfd.llOd. oft<n:'t to present the 

1. D%'. ~ lfX'Ote of Samuel Roaers in h1s d.ia1:7, lat .,-,lSO~h 
''he is a gocd. poet. has a ref.lmcl taete in aU the arta, bas 
a. select li'bJ.tar.Y of the best «litiona of the beet authors 1n 
all 1DniJUD&OS1 baa veJ:¥ fine piotures, w~ fim drawingo, 
and tho tineat collection I fNer saw of 'k~oan vaaeat and 
mo:reover, he gtves the best di..rlmr w the bast o~ of men 
o£ tal.ente and genius I knolr.t the beat oorwd, and with the 
beat wlnae, li~eurs, etc ••• Hie bo<>ka or prints of 'fho greatest 
engravers frCJn tb.e ~teat masters in Biatoey, al'Cbi tecture, 
and mtiq\litiea., are o£ the first olasa. Ria hOUM in 
St. Jsmea•a Place, looking in1'Q the Gmen Paa:k, is delicio\lJJ.y 
ei tuated am £urnishad w1 th s;reat taste. ¥t CLAYDEN, 
~ Ear;J.x .L:l:ft~ .o£ SBmue}. RO@IJ!t P•449• 

2. ~UIJER & St!RGEA!~, A ~ o:t $!9~4 M,xjf.gs Pgetr:upp.25-6. 

'• "Poets ~ Uature•s Pri•ta" PimiGIE, The fs?etical Works 9£ 
~ PJ:ip.ale, p.ls6. 

4• Ib14• 1bis letter (quoted by R1tobio) dated Lond<m,Au6.29,1829, 
6P88 on to give an aacourrt of the .Beoh'Wm& !by, t.ogethor with 
a>me canments en 'tho ·poem itself. p.cxliii. 

s. Pn.:mam, "The .eoonuana ~. Me6c$U §lselo~, p.l. 
See aooa:!lpanpng note in ibG J!a:rrati ve :fbr an eooount of the 
faotuo.l. baair,l. of thf.a poem. 



r 
·28-

IIIU'l'atiW 1n an objoeti~ ..._.l 
I ao.t a.t noonUde in lrq tent, 

And. loolsad aorose the Desert dun, 
:BGneath tho oloudlesel fimanent 

Far g]Ataming in the sun. 
~en fran the boeGm of th& waste 
A ~ Stripling O&me in baste, 
With :fbot 'Wl8bod am naked Umb, 
And & tame eprlXJ6bok followed him. 

Tbia 18 a vcrry different Prink!• :f'Xol!l the author of 

The Au-.nal. E&ouraion (hie fhost book ot verse publimed 

just btttore he enigre.ted). jf• feel that it is a oonseioue 

change, he is deliberateq t~.ng to "pipe a simple s<ng ibr 

thllaking bee.ris. •• 

PrinclM attan,ts to d.ep~ot the b&ckground 1D the BtoJ:7 u 
viv1dl.y u be oan. In api~ of m.tneroue olichea "the boaan o:r 
the waste .. , "vai~ cried,. &M so on tb.e writer has ooG'Obecl £or 

more effecUvo •pitbete as tJ ttdeeolato Kai'J:OO" am ttfoul-beclr8d 

bil:da of PN7. tt His evocation ot t.bAa Orange River 

noo.raca-r06l'inB, dark~ the bX'OGd Gareep 

1a an advance on the l:inos ~ hal written in 1819 O.lt the Af'r!oa 

ot b18 1maginatioru I 
A 1&nd. o:t oliaate :t~ 4l1d fertile soil 
Te«n.:f.ng with milk and wine am wavitl6 oorn, 
Invites from fu the lvont\11'0U8 Bti ton• s toil. (1) 

Experience 0! Atrioa(:f'ol.'Oing lhim to look and aa mine) oaabinocl 

with the influenoe of the Romantio poets wao hav~ a simpl11)'1ng, 
I 

inviBOrating effect ~n Prir=te's verse. 

:In bia etfO'X't to einphaaize the pathos of' the :Bechuana Boy's 
I 

situation Pri~~ (ae he adrd.ta ill hill lettel") aade V8Z'ioua 
I 

ad.cl1t1ona to the clet&ils ot his etoqa 
I 

I mwe not a1hered atr.iotg to bin real ato~ in fiVOry 
point, an:1 have zoc]7foseute4 bJ.m ae xathe:r older than he 
wae, am caJ*ble of Ili01':.J deep feeling am reflection 
than b:tt appee.recl tol posaeao when ho first ca:DG unier my 
charge, thOugh not rrore than what be hAd attai~ bofo:re 
he died. Tho destruction or his tribe and kindred, and 
his being sold to a! boor, ~o., ere all as be rolateda 
but the Dl!z:il:S•bok, t am hie mode of Joining us, arc 
RO!tiOal lio!f!!!•• I BiG CD;PJ:'eqi.OJlf when 'ff$ took bill 
1nto cur waeeon, "ll' B:;l alone in the lJ)rld," 1m8t boweve:rt) 
striotly true. 

This <»n:f'il'ms tbe &agestion that Pringle was trying in eane of bia 

later ~rsea to uee the actl.lal. lan.gua.ao of ordinN.'y 1'1011• ~e boy•o 

I . 



atatement beccaess 
Tb&n let me eeJ:Ve tb , u thine own .. 
For I u in the 110 z!. d a.lonat 

where 'the m0l¥l&Jllabio wori.B eoho bia plaintive :reqteat. 

Mll"he Beohuana 1k>y" 18 marred b7 au exceee of sentjment: 

tbe logical ~nult ot Plingle•s views en what we would oall 

•'1he raoial. qu.eDticn"• His series ot eonncta o.n thQ Hottentot, 

the Caf':f'or., the :suab'!lan, on Blaveey and the .,,s af the missions 

all testity to Ul.c extent which tlle "bitter o-q of Afric's race" 
haunted hie Jlnaginat1on. 

~e Ot:tf'fer CCIC11manio1• (l) ie perhaps the 1'1103t strild.ng 

example 1n early south .A:t.d.can verae c4 a settler ex.:pressing 

views diEetdetallJ" opJ108ed t> theee bel4 by the majority of 

the FrOntiertJnen. 

Far who ca.ree for him, the poor Kola, that wil.a 
\fhexe the aDX))c;e riaoe dim :fl:'all ,on desolate vales • 
That wails tor hia l1 ttle on~ killed :1.n the :fxw.y, 
Ani hie hord8 by the Coloniat eo.rried a\ft\)'? 

Pringlo oould. soarcel¥ hare aske4 a mon a'tflamt'd qU&ation or one 

batt# calculated to make hSm unpopular in the Colony. ThEil ability 

(tm\18\lal in a Frcntier aooicrtv) tG pu.t b.1l!lself 1m8B1tmtivcly 1n the 

other tan•o pl~, lec:t b1m to mto wreos which horrified his 
:fellow ooleniate. The most notorious ot tbe~Je wu ".:tskama'n 
G&thBring"{2) with ita ri~ opon:lnga 

Vlalle s .Amak6ea, ••• 
And &'l'l2l )!Oursolvea for wa:r. 

JuJ oo::sine; w:l.l:da the tore.t sake, 
I he1Q2' a. sound :t.rom .tan 

·······~·········~······~········ 
Jlll.iJv )'Out" broad ebielda awrq -

:aootleea ~nn ll:IOh :t"O••• 
.axt hand to hard. n•ll t~t to•r.Uo't 

And wt. tb their ba.,'von8t • eloae. 

Influol'XlOd. by ll..\u.'opean beliata in tb.• ncbili'Uy of man in a 

state o£ l~ature,Printfle (in camnon lit th a:>me oarly Atlerioc wti tera 

who lla4 1d .. :U . ..O. the Irl.1ian) wrote a series of poems oopioting the 

e:avaao leeding an iqllio C!datonco, undisturbed by the white mau. 

These -rersea ~ moxo ~tanecn.w and ohalming tba:n moat at the 

linos in which 1h$ philantbropiat ie Oftr-<OnsciolU.I a! his mission. 

At timee Prine':!• oould CO!Tlii18n4 a lyrical ~tnesa which almost 

suooeod• in liftinG him into tbe uncertain realms of a mimr poet a 

1. PRW1E1 •'The Ce.«er Connu:wdo••, Af'~pan Slretahes, p.58. 
2. Ibid. p.5J2, 



·30-

The orest«l adder h0l10ln'eth me, 
And yielde at lfi¥ OO::nma:ld 

His poiaon-bag, like the !mey-bco, 
~en I aa1 a lda on 1b e amct. 

YM, ewn thD waatina locusts • -swam, 
Which mi8hV nationa dread, 

To me nor tenor blings n:>:r ham -
For I make ~ them rq brea4. (1} 

In "ihe KQa« (a) ld.th its atmil&t' picturo o£ pastoral 

deli8hta, l?riz:sl,e ehQ'#e that he is aliw to the IllU8io of looal. 

pl.Aoe-mmern 

9he tree-born Koaa .-till doth hold 
Tie :field!J hie ta'tbem hold o:f oldt 
With club and GJNZ't in jocund r&llka, 
StUl bunts 'the elk by OlniD!'s 'battkaJ 
D.Y Xeiait• meade bia herd.a are l~J 
On Debe'• elopes bia gardens glowing, 
Wbe:r:e laughing JQ8ida at au.nae"t :roa. 
TO bear the juicy melena home& 
ADl atriplinp :f'.rall Kaluama•s. wood 
.Rd.ng wild grape• am tbe pigeon's brood, 
\fi 1h fragrant hoa:rd of hon8y-O.O 
Rifled frO:n tho boUow tree. 

'l'hie is derivative enoU8h but it hae a limitetl ~j>peal. It 

ia when Prins:le twa Scott as a noi•l (his lEJtters to hlJll rweal 

the almost idolatrous admiration be had :Cor the novel1at} that tOO 
rosult ia d1aastrou.a. (3) In "The :Ftaeater at tho Nwtral Grolmd"(4) 

a 1'rontier Boer tel.lB his ato17 in tenna at hi a "nde ehielill(f' 1 

''pt.u'ple (!J:tre" and b1a "o~a flank''• Tho effect of this ie to 

raioe a aeries Oi' illQOn&rU0\38 and x:Ldieulo• 1£1ageo in the mind o£ 

the reader so tl»lt a 6QOd tale loses its edga while the opportunity 

of writing tho :first ot a nt.1'4ber Q£ f1Jau:inl'! Frontier bal.lade is not 

grasped. I'f ewe~ lan~ nndod to be ffsorubbed clean" it Medod 

it here f'br the diction is eo outwom. eo entirely alien to tho 

subject er.d. so oareleeal.y hanlled thut one maxvGle e.t the writer•e 

laok of sensitivity Cld dis~~tion. 

PRnniE, "~ of the Wild. BualJnan", .African Skotobn, p.15. 

1'2!!• p.la. 

See bibliography 1'br wrexencea to t.'M extant ool"reelJOllie:nce 
bet1ftMtn Prin.e'le and Sir Walter Seott .. 

Op. Oit. P• 85. 01:. "!!'he Lion Huntu, Aifrtcan Sketob.oa, p.oo. 
This iu aleo modelled an 3oott but pro~ PriiiSie did not 
in tom 1 t to be tall:ilm seriously. He wrote in hia lg&ti vea 
''The akin ~ tbie lion, &i'tet- being X'Udely tanned by 01.1r 
nottenhota, lJ'a.S, togatltJr with tbe ekul.l, transmitted to 
Sir Walter Scott, as a testimolV of the author' a ~' and 
tb.Gso trophies bavo now the hono\U' 'to fom pat"t ot the Orrlll:'lenta 
of ·.the lcented Poet's s.ntique &Z'DOUt7 at Abbotatbrd". p.261. 



The eoboe• ~ too pre~m1mnt, the diot1on la too 
ahlilar to bt at the model, o.nd the poet, is contimwl;r 
fislltfng a lcsins 'battle to prevent his own thouahta beill6 (l) 
mouldad and d1 storted and tlu:o\lll out of oontext by the old. 

·True enough• but the blaDe does not lie entireq with hie 

models. l'av men woo aspired -to the t1 tle of poot can have TTritton 

worse linea thana 

That ina tent a ball whizzed put 0.'¥ ear, 
1bioh 8t'IOW the 'beaot 1n hia :fierce career} 
Azrl tho turf was drenched w1 th hie }:AZt"Plo sore, 
Aa he t>ell at 1fl3' foot with a bellowing roar. 

Aftu this r1diculoua han bast "Afar 1n tha DoMrt.. ( 2) 

appoo.rs ae qui in a modoet a.ohievemont. Here tho bookish ix:lmigrant, 
a man oonsidel\td. too delioate to f&lm, rejoioee in the plcaaaurea of 

galloping aol'O:Js the .Karroo. .Perhaps the attnotio.n of the "tb.o.s 

was p.rtly paychologioal - one ia rtlllin:ied o£ Robert IDuia stevenson 

solacing his cart'insDer.d; w1 th 43:9ama af eward :fi8hts upon the high 

seas or, wben he woe teellng at~r, pl~ soldiers in the 

loft. (') Whatever 1he reason. fbr it the pOe!lt is oasen.tio.lly 

~tic 1n ita mood of duponioncy snd dcpreoaion, ita 

:fbm reoolleotione o£ :fbrmer years, 
Ani ahadows of thines that hwe long ainee tle)(l. 

Lilc8 a ~nic hero this man {stUl in h1a •r~ thirtiea) tells 

ue that he is haunted "by departed d4:\Y-droam8, banished "visiOllB 

ot glory", m1d "&ttaoh:nent• - by fate or by taleehood re!'ttt. 

Suffering :f'ran this fashionable melanoho~ he :fli~s to the Deaert, 

'*ata:r from aant .. 

~its Utora:r.y ancestry these verses probably roflc4t 

a sin~, thouS1 transitory mOOd. In the letter 1n which he 

diaousc;oa tbe .Boohuana Boy Pringle h3d rernarlced that hie poc:ts 

ww generally "begun :tro;n acbid ·ntslitnpulae rather than any 

diotinct plan"• fbG melancholy tone of "Afar in the :n.sortn llUI\Y 

xariill.l.7 aooowrt :tbr 'the weU-k'na'.m praise which Coleridge 

lavished tq>On it. Pemap • 1 t touohecl bim on & tollde:r spot far 

bo too was o:rtan, 
AweaJ.7 Oj? all that is 'l.U1d8r the wn. 

In 1828 Coleridge wrote to PrL-,gle: 

---------------~·~-·-.. ------------------------------------1. IIILirn & smGF.AJll", A ~~!Jl ot South Ai"i£ic,an .Poet;:r, P•25• 
2. P.Rll«;LE" UA:ft!tr 1n the Desert", .A.frioan Skstchoa, p. 9· 

3• Prin&le seese to havo enj~ riditJB. A.o<Xi:rding to 
Leitch R1t ahie he had ridden eino~ tho 169 o£ :f'i ve 
when be md hia blt'O'thers, William aut Jobn~ :rodo daiq 
to s<:ibool .. a;u tb~, <m ono stout gal.low~. 
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It ie ac:me f'wr Ol' fi~e Months OSG since G.Tho:tpson•s 
ll.'rawls eto. on South Africa (to which Pr.i.~le 
oontrlb\lted) passing it • e book•olu.b eoo.rse tb1'0 • 
our house, my eyo by aoatdent li~ting on sene veraaa, 
I much against 11\Y Wbnt was t emptied to so on • ani so 
I f1r$t becaae ooquainted. with you:r - Mar in the 
:nesaz.t. Tho' at that time eo bu8y that I hl¥1 not 
lOOked a' &t\1 ot the new llOoks, l Wt18 taken BO 
C<Dpleatly poasesoion of, that -far sane days l did 
little else but read and :rec1te ,our poem" now to 
thi.o group &lld now to that • em since that t1.me 
have either written or ca'USQd to be written, a.t let~.st 
b&lf" a dozen oopies ••• The ~ before ye:stema_w I 
sent a copy in my own hand to my son, the Rev D. 
Coloridge, or mther to his Bride, at l!elston,comwall .. 
ani then discovarod that it had boen re-printlad in 
iho A.tllenae\a. ftth tbe an1asior1 of about four 
or at the utmost at.x lines l do not hesitate to dcolaro 
it, Gn.Ollff the two or three m.oat perf'eot lyric .Poela 
in our~· Praeoepitoodue oat lib~ Spirituo, 
~ Potroniuaa ani JOU haw thoro~ Mi'illed tbe 
preso~t. (l) 

rue is an qt~ euloe,y. It oan be explained by 

the friendship batWGen the two men, by the oant1on interest 

Wlioh they &Wod in the abolition of slavery and by the 
f'asoina:tion wb:l.oh the accounts of travellers had £or Coleridge. {i) 

The populeity of ••Alf'Q- in the Desert"' mq puzzle u.s ilDW 

but • :tbrget the novelty of the- descriptions at the time as 
well as its thanatic ~peal. There ia nothirlg po$it1vely 

dista.ateful or d.leoordant about tbeae ve:raee - it is n pleasant, 
memorable little poem but it does not merit illOlwdon am.ong GVen 

the bast thousand. r)lglish ly.tr.l.cs, while :l. ts obvious weaknesses 

sun up Pringle"' s defioirlcies as a poet. 
He ie £ar too caei17 ea.tist'ied with tho time•wom word am 

the woolq image as 1n the line 

When the wild tw:moU ot tb18 wea.rl.eome lif'G, 

11b.ere "wGarisome" may s:.mon nsrely "annoyills" am. •-tUXlnOil•• is fsr 

too washed out to aobieve acy e.fteot. Thio insipid otmpla.int 

is followd by tho equall\Y' ~ 

• tl soanea of oppression, corruption, and otrl..fe .. 

1. Quoted in "Samuel T~lor COlerlcl«e and Thomas Pringle", by 
~l ~olie Gri.sgs, ;~mer!J W!etin o£ tb! South M'J:'!c,ap. 
L1R!'!£Z, volQ 6, p.J.. :or. Griggs has pointed out that, by 
altoring the punctuation, :Z.itch Ritchi$ sanewhat distorted 
the meantns o£ what COlerida'e had writton. ct. ~~ f9.!,12.o!). 
WQl:kl of Womae .Pri!Jile p,mclU .• 

2. See GRIGGS, op.oit.for an account of the extant letters between 
Colol.'idge and Pri~la o.nd a. disousEd.on o£ the friendship between 
the two men, wbidl appaure to hD.ve been one of ttthe greate~ 
inttmaoy.n Also 'Rfm, RentS, A liiston o£ Uodern L~t1ois=, 
ibr scnG diecuaa1on of Oolerid.e;e's blind spots oe a. or:ttic. 
" ••• the mcd.em reader w1lJ. again and again be disoonoorted 'by 
evidence of arouing prud.iahneso, bi(J()try am ohauvini8'.11... p.185. 
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mera the abstract nouns :i.mprese upon ue neither a eense of' 

the writer•e pe:recm&l heart-ache nor of 

the tb.ousatd natw:al li1oek8 
'!bat flesh ie heir to. 

PrirJSle hae ntrt t.Wa a'bili ty to present hi a dep~soion as 

a vital, personal reality. He mcralizos and pOaoea 

Am I • a lone exile remsnbored of none .. 
t.tY high aims ab&nloned, - 1q good acts unione, • 

The:t"e is more than a hint o£ suspeot rhetoriot too mwh 

drawirl8-rocm 4l.eganoo am too little of the dr-.a Of Hamlet'fl 

cry, "For who would bear the whips ami s<-..orna ot time?" 

l?rinste' e baMlirlg of metre is ~'placet w get the 
impreseion that the COua>let masters him - not he it. His 

~ea are often f~oed and unimagina;tiveJ :tor iustanoe the 

roadc;tr cannot help w.spect1rl8' that "the sut'feror's tea.r,-tt 

has been ineerted to ~ with "the base manta :tear, .. ". An 

ovortond.nll!les of the mo41al aaesura oauoea his linoa to see-saw 

with monotonoua regularity so thtit tho recurr:Lng antitheais ie 

sensed as a matter of .fom ant convention rather than as a 
OCI!lpelli.ng need. arising out of the 'thought" Umpeatima'bly 

Pringle was alnocre enough, but obviously einoerl ty alo:oa does 

not ~ a poet. l'h«t'e ia ac»nethit'.15 dwarily eanio in a mAn 

tbo san 1~ about hie boSCIIl '~ilV" fUll ard. his tbou.sbte being 

hip." 

This approach to rtAfar :S.n the Dosert•' is a Ut tle un:fair for 

tll4re can be IW:l question of taking Goleri~-e 'e praise 8 lv'rioualy 

while Pringle hod oaptured .:>metbing of tho attraction o:t the 

~i-desart ~ Country. .AJJ he rid.es, alone ftl tb bie silent 

Bush-boy, as £ar awq as poae:lble f.ran "the dwUinge of men", he 

:finds himself' 

:a.y the wild deer's haunt~, by tbe buffalote glen. 

In sp1to of the cUatraoting W>rda (Afx:l.oan bu:tfaloa do not recline 

in "glens") this :tirt1t catalogue 1n English verse of th& i:ndigenowJ 

an1ula o-f' the continent a~geste the beauty of tbat wUd Afr:ioa 

which WGS dieappearing 'be:tb:m i:b.& hun:tere • guns even :in. 

PrinQ'le'e tittle. 1'he po.-t deliberately coatrQ.SttJ the troubled 

haUnts of man with the peace of the 'Wil.de:meea. Yost 0! tbe 

verba av..e;aeet an air of :rosttulnoes, ot aal.ra and placidity. 

The ox-ibi '*pl~tt, the kudu and eland "unhuntad recline» • the 

olephant is browsing peacefully, while the r.h1oooeros am Wild...a.es 



appear to be eajoying a picnio togeth$l". There is no 
suggestion (apart from the :t'$...>'rlimer of tbe •tdea.th-:f'ra.ught 

:fi:relook" which the :poflt ca.rriea~ tho «ll.y law which tlle 

wilderness recognizes) of savagery or o:r the primitive law 

of the jungle. Evon the d.ense elephilnt oountry ia robbed 

of' any elwent of "tooth &!11 claW'• ·by the i'enininta image 

uthe akit'ta of titN:f :ft)roats <>*el'h1mg l'11th wild-vino.u 

It is soarcoly poasibla to find a sharper oonitra~,~t in 

SOU'tb .A:f':d.oatl English Wl'ithg than that which ~ista between 

the so first ;porlrai ts ani those animals which we meGt a oolxtury 

later rolling epl.Gndidly out of the grim hold o.f the Ark to fP 

Xioking up the dust on the great, groy plains .. 
TMssebe, Koodoo, Buffalo, :aoneo, ( ) 
With the tieroe 'Wiul foaming in their manes. 1 

On the other baM w will have to sail through the dold:ttaa of 

'ba.'rxen wrse far m&ll1' years before we again encounter aeything 

as chs.l'mirls' ani (in its own htwble WflJ) as evocative a.s Pringle's 

account Q£ the ••brown ~u. 
He bears the whistli~ ne191 o£ tbG timoX'OUO cpagga ani 

watches the ttfleet-footod oatl"icb." 

Where she and her ma~ have aoooped their neat, 
Far hid fran 'th& pitiless plunderer•s view 
In the pathlMs depths ot: the pa.rcbad Karroo. 

Riding on towards the Kalahari.t Pringle deaoribes the desert 

in one ot the mo.t au.oceasful paseaQOa in all hie veraet 

Whe111 the Y4l1 te Man • a foot hi\.th neve paeeed, 
.ADl tl'J.G quivel."ed co:ranna or :Bec.b.uan 
Eath raroly crosse<). with his J."oving clan: 
A region of $'lpt1nen, howling ani drear, 
Which Man hath aband.oned f'ran tEin& and :f'ea:r; 
Whioh the sna.kJ$ am. the uu:m inhabit alone, 
With the twilight bat fran the ya.wnil:lg etone; 
lftunll grass, nor h$l''b, nor flh:rab takea root, 
Save poieonows thor.tl$ tbat pierce the toot; 
A.'rld the bitter-melon, fOr food. and drink, 
Is the p1lg:rilll • e faro by the salt lake • a brinkt 

He bas learnt a great deal in teohni'Pe and in objectivity 

eince the •-.nton mawt11 , tbe ••gE'eGn hill•, gaily sprinkled o •er 
with Gheeptt ot his pxe .. Afrioan m:iting. we should be gra.tef\ll 

CA • .n?:BELL, Roy, ui'he Flaming Terrapin, Collected Poems, p .. OO -
Pringle rewals bi* lc.nolll.$dge or the J".croo in the Narrative. 
It i a, he Mintaina, ntln'ee hund.red miles in loogth., by 
frau seventy to eighty in bmd.tb... He knoa the nanes of 
its mountain rongeaJ the mture of' its "a.rSillacious aoil, 
h;rgal;{ irnpregna.tod with bon, upon a substra:ttma o:t rock or 
gravel... He hils ex.and.nad it. ve&'ltation am. lmows, for 
GX&nple, that tbe "fig..;aa.rigOld" as he oalle it, belon&"S to 
the faiq MGMnbryantheml.ID. J>-297· 



_,, .. 
to him f'OJ:' tb• aat istaction to be bad fmm auoh veraea aa 

"Afar in tho Deaerttt; for l1bat Eliot, writing of the poetry 

of Jcbnaon, has called "the mip=!ffi!H: quality of poetry.• (l) 

~aa Pringle died af tuberculosis in 1634 at the age of 

! o:rty .. aix. ( 2) He had left the CBi>e bcco.ueo he would not 

submit to that J?rinoe 0~ '.!'Orica, lord Oharlea somereet who 

aceueed him of uaing "all his social influence to run that 

•seminary of sedition.'t the Classioal 8l'Xl Commercial Ao~, 

where he am. Fairba.tm weft auppoeed. to teach 'the most 
Jiaguating prinoiplea of ·l'epublioanian' "• (3) 

Tha prtnoiples wbi<il hol'rif1ed the Gov&rnOr had beal the 

motive po'Mir in Pringle' o lifo, driving him to OrtP&nize 1he 

anigration of bi8 relAtives, to wice tbe grievances of the 

.U~ settle:ra at a tiM when they eeaaed almoat an abamdoned. 

oQ:l1JnUl1ity, (4) to beoane aae o1' the chief p:r:otagoniata in the 

oolonis1ia stl."Llggle 1br a :f'ftte Presa am to £1)81'.¥1 his lut energies 

oapai~Jl')ir.tg again~ Slavey .. 

The sane epirit pelVedeo his African verses. He regarded 

hie writing as a means af spreading his ~epelr 

Adieu, ye lays to :fOU'thM fanoy dearS 
at datk;er eoonea a aterne:r ve:nse inspire, 
While I attUM to atl'aina that tyrants :t•ar 
The deeper murmurs of the British ly:re. • 
And :fNl a holier altar ask the fire 
To point the :UJd.ienant line with heavenq Li6ht • 
•••• ••••• 
That it opprea~d.on'a cruel pride mlf blight, ( ) 
By flashing 'rRl1m'S Ml blaze on deode long hid 1n nightl 5 

''To point the il'ldignant l:lneu this waa Pringle•a intention; 

an aim wbich con!'lioted. With the main currents in the Fromier 

aociety in ithi<il he was writing. Hwanitarianiam wan a. heal~ 

importation but in 11 terature • u in life - it had 1 t e \'fttakneaae.-. 

In Pringl.e1 a veree his didactic, mora..U~il'l6 tone :frequ.ootly beooxnea 

too overt. The par.,onalities of hie Hottentots, 13usi:Dien and 

Caffrea am obscured in & cloud of' th$0ry and sentiment.. Very 

often, thOW#l be ia mt aware of it, hie atU tude is Jat ronizing. 

l. 

a. 
Eliiat', §!!.eoted. ~se,, P• 168. 
u\lhile ocoup;,ying Eildo~, Thanae Pringle mai• applicati on to 
the Go'ferment ·am subeGquentl.y obtal.:ood a. grant of land ~r 
l>imeelf' which wa.a situated on the weetem boUl'ld.tl.l"y or Eilclon. 
Ho oallc his grant 'Eiland's Xloof' ••• .&a a 'V'<l»)'age was j\d.eed 
r.eoeaaary :f'o.t- the recovery o£ hio health, he ntoolvcd to <X)llbine 
tbia with hie wish to bel(X)me a settle~, and had engaged a paa..­
to the~·· with hie Wife, cd aiater-tn-law" when he d.ied. 
PRINGLE, Eric, Prinsl.ee of tb,e V&lle:ys, PP•37, 53· 

fi.A.LKE<R, A History og Sputhem Africa, p.120. 

PRINGlE, .s.omp A92o'W!j;iif tho ,fDsent State of tho bliah 
SottlAtra in b!n.Ya South Atrtoa, 1824. 

PRINGI8, "Introduotor.y Stal1as, "The Bnigrants", 
'!he P$f;t1cal -..onca ofi Thaes Primle, P•99 



Eager to "clothe the savage" Prl~l• djd not realise that his 

efforts r.dght be xwse1ttec1; noith.cr did be imagine that the 

U".rica.n llli&ht in aome wa.Y tranJ,ifonn wh.o.t be hal reoeivea. 

Novertbeless his place aa the pioneer o'£ qliah verso in 

Af'rica is aaaured., and that mt aimpq t!uoush an aooident of 

time. ~"'111."0\l~l bia willingness to learn and to o<Dmit himoel£ 

Pringle began the slow prooeas ot the "adoption•• of 1\:friea into 

Englieh veJ:"M. ne farnilims~ readers with stranae wo:rda ani 

toreign tllilllea while he did his best to dea,~ibe bath unfsniliar 

lanisoapes ard their e:f'f'cot upon Western man. For. nearly a. 

Ol'lntln'7 a;ft('r Pringle eoarC"...aly a major thEme ia introduced into 

Sou:th African verse (with the ex<leption of -'uh advent of 

indll.StrialiAtion) which is not to be 1'ourxl 1n M)3;ean Sketches~ 

It is Pringle, far more than Slater who is, in Roy Campbell's 

wordo, "too torerunner ani pioneer of us all''• (l) 

Tho i:n.triwsic lit~ w.luo of P.r.i.Ws1e•e writl.:ag ia not 

high. His prose Jf!rl:ative haa been negleoted, while a i'ew of 
hie ~ictJ pooscGS & aktpl.e mclod¥ and. charm but they are 

mainly oi looal interest .cmd appeal. It was not, f'or Pringle, 

a question of Jra1tat1ng Woldnorth rather than Rogers or of 

uuing \'IOrd.a l.tnencua1bei"ed by irrelevant ar.d die:traoting 

aaaociationa. His m~or d:lf:f'ioult;y wa& eimpler than that -

it was a laak of' poetic genius to carry out a formidable task 

f'or which tut• am talen~ wer~ not o:noudl· 

1. CAJ.u>BEI.rL, Roy, "Preface", Tllo Collected Poem a of Franci 
C't\l"eX Slate~> 1957, p.vll. 



'•It is a strife 
!let-ween the black•tlcinl'l~Jd bandit am. th• wh1 te.,. 

By 1820 Grahamstown. established eight years previousl7 

aa the ohie:f ml..lit.ary poet for the British troops on the 

Eaetern Cape Frontier, hall developed. into a colonial trading 

oentl!'e of eome :importanoe. SOap .and toba.aao, aloea, hides 

and sld.ns, oatJrioh featherS and ivory wex. being tr$.!1Sporled 

by ox ... wagon to Port Eli~et.h :tor shipment to Cape ~ow.r11. (l) 

'lhe waaons :returned loaded with &.."1 aaao:rtment of merohaniisc 

:ranging :front l:Je~a to bullets, fi'om pencils to parasols. 

Only seven ;:rea:rs a.t'ter Pringle had been oo.rr.ied. thl."ousb. the 

au:r:r at .IU&Qa D~q, tOO popula-ticn of Grab.mnstown had grow to 
an est:l.l:aa.ted. thl'$e thousand people • 

.Among this het~ro~ous oolleotion. o.t' all kinds o.nd all 

oolours were 10m3 who atte.!Qpted to <mter :f'or the needs ot c. 

more eopbiatioated canmwity. A contanpora:ry tll'aVeller, 

Cowper R08$t :tat.\'n4 in th.G stragglin.~ eettlement' 

1. '*The develoJ)UMJnt of coastal ehippillg, accompanied as it was 
by a. reduction in freight ratee, &rxi the eub&equsn:t 
eatabliaent of a. harbor at Port Eli za.beth, mt only 
reeulted in an ine:re&Md (ll;ltolu.wge o:f' gocds be~ tho 
f:t'ontier and the ou.taidJa world, but also kd to a f'ul"ther 
expanaion at the :frontier it86lf. J'or with tho 
development of shi; ping, the e&Ut.e;r.+n coa.st o£ the colony 
became a new and. n10re advanoed atartil:ig point than 
Capetown £or new fron.tiers ~ £or fw."ther expansion 
into the interior of Africa. •• 

NEU'iolA.RK, The South Afrioa.n :&'rOntier, P• 140. 



••• a ciroulati~·librar,y and a fashionable tailor, 
wboee sb.opboa:r.d announeea that he caneR from tbe 

· Quadra,.""lt. Piano ... ibrte tuners, a seminary for 
young lM.iea, am an a.-r.tist, mo in Ena'land was 
anployed to oow V&'rlq's ·drawinp, and ..no 
auooeeded, by b1s 01r.:1 account, so well, as to have 
his oopies al ~· mistaken !'or tho originals; but, 
al&$S A:trtoa at.farda oo encouragement to art, he 
livee in a mud-hwel, hawks about hie dra1r.in6B in 
vain, and hi& pencil tc.\ila to a-op h.'tn in Cape (l) 
~ .. ·· 

Thie librat'y proved no more su.ocoss.flll than tho artiet £or 

the average settler Md little t:lme ~or reading. He waa engroaaed 

in more praotioal matters; huntirlg sad plougbi.ng, fears o:f rust in 

the wheat and Xaf:f'1rs among the cattle. Even tha prosperouo tl"&der, 

builder or maroil.ant bad. better things to occupy hia mir¥1 than books. 

c.c. Wiles, describing the trials and tribulatiana experie.tX'ed by 

those who made suooessive attet'\pts to establish a par;asn,. nt library 

in Graham' G TOwn, pioturee the ci tis.ns $pe:r.tling .11l0St of their epare 

time 
in heated politioal disouasion or in equall.y heated 
lette'I'a to tbe prese. Dr. PhUi.!); .Tohn l!'airbairn, 
Tb.a:la.a Pringle, and Andries stOQkenstroom were not, 
in looal opinion, the well-mea:U..ng if sometimes wrong­
her.d&d fiB'Ul'eS ot our histor.r booko; on the contrary 
thoy ~o diaingenuoua xa.'loals callously sc.heming for 
the ruin of Al~. •.ro ex.pooe their iuiquitiP.a was 
mc:m important than to eBtabllih libr&J.:'i.e at llftd not 
one of thom, ·~teful viper, u S'l.1r.lk so low as to diacom 
patriotian in !l&k:anna, and to Sfq' so in vigoroua verso? 
What settler -.auld want to re.M poetry after seeing 
tbia "Satanic .. :poea1 pilloried in the Jo\.U:'l'Jal? (2) 

1, ROSE, ~o:our ,Y:e~s in §<ffithorn Jti'rioa, p.46. 
The artist Ill&l.,¥ h&vo beer. Jiliwa.xd Turvey, a drawing• 
!ll&Ster who came to the Eastern .Province &.t the age 
of thirty-nine. He wsnt on Cowie ani Green t s ill­
f c;.ted. Gltpedition to Delagoa. .13e.,y in 1828. Alldrew 
steedman, the mvelw, bought SOI4e o£ his drawings. 
See c;mm;-BR~'U, J1ictot:ia1 Art 1n South f.ift.1:~ 

during three c;a:rrhuries to 1675 • 
2. WILm, The Tal;e o,f a Lib!!:"!'b P•4• 

The paper refer.red to ie Th~ G!ahan 'a Town Journal 
at one time t.'w moat influential newapapGr in the 
Colony. The early mJnbere oontain maorouu attacks 
on the pbilanthropiatD, scxne of them in doggerel Wl'H• 
"What never heard of mel I•m Dr~ Feelingef 
Dxops for Researoh4!us hang on my pen'a point, 
Ready to book it, aa soon u you live me, 

Your pitiful etor;rl" eto. 
(Thurs.October 29, 18~5 p.2) am: 
"Though ata.tions mult:ip4r and priests incroase, 
Doth plunder loaaen, or doth rapine cease? .. etc. 

(:JS\Y'l8, 15}7• Vol. Vl, No.282.) 



MoQt new, lma'h.ble liillltl f>.xpa.nding FT.ontiel"S would. provide 

the pioneer wi tb oocmt time or inolin&tion to read poetley". 

The early N~w h~lande:m were pemapa an uocvtion ~the 

!taaoach'UM'tts •ttlere, for instance, havo been d•aori bed ae 
ua community of' re~enf*.)(l)~owever, the pioneers on this 

A:tn.oan :f'ronti@r were (J?ringle•s protestations no'twiths·tanding) 

in an enviro~nt initdoAl to the cultivation ot e:Iuoation am 
the ~s of loisu.re. 

1'be Albany Settlers (wishirlg to identify thmtselvo8 with a 

larger am successfully establiehed group of English ooloniots ) 

wexe fonl of oom:Pari.~ ·their situ.&.t.~.on nth \hat o£ the Pil«rim 

Fathel"SJ but it iG tho oontroats mthet:- than the rdzd.l.arities 

between tt.~& too g.ro~ \ilhioh ax-e illt;nina:ting. 

In the~ place the motives for ~tion (not al.• y&, 

as D.:e:. Lalrx'enoe pointed out 1l!l "The Spirit o:t Place", as simple 

as they a:re often made to a:ppew:o) had. not been_, among the 

FaundixlB J.?&the:ra, prinoip:Ul.y ~nomic. Although there wo:re 
a few professional men amcmg the African immigrants they 'le:re, 

:for the most part, people who hsd had neither the money mr the 

opportunity to acquire mu.OO. :formal education. In :!Mt it has 

been estimated tl'w.t :fif'ty ... fiYe per cent of them WX$ 

agrioultUl."ista a,."ld. thirty-three per cent a:rtiaan3. ('2) :tn 

contrast ·t;he'I'e' hlold been & lug& proportion o:t lea:L"'ne<\ m.on among 

the Pil¢m Father~ 'fi'V), in 16,e .. only sixtGGn )"G&r:J after the 

start of th<lir firat settlement - :t:.ad boen able to foum ~. 

Th.e liew .EnglandGrs were eo intent on p~eerving their oul tuml. 

hori tage that in r:(assachtU!etta they ;passed a law insiotins that 

ever:r toWlllilbip Oi~ fit'cy' houae-holders ohould. haw a. $choolm•stor 

ani every tO\Ynah.ip 0f 11one l'l'UI''J.d:l. .. ed h~old had to provide a 

Latin grBIMl&r school baaed upon th~ model of the Englieb echools."O) 

Acoordillg to one at:rthority tho~ we~t be.twaen 16.30 am 169<), 
.. &8 ~ university graduates in New Engla.ni P!r .l'S!i ta aa there 
were in old Englam. •• ( 4) 

1. GORDON, ~o .. ~e:d~ Li~z,R!lationa, lhl;. 

2. ED-.rARDS, The 1820 Settlers in &Nth AMoa~ See P.171 
for an nna.l.y:ilis o:t the oaoupations of the settlers. 
Mise Eiw~$ estimated the :profoasioruU. m~n .. at1ong 
whoot J5h(j) counted !i~ 3YJntlE~G.cn and one writing clark .. 
as foming a ~:<lre two per oent o£ the Settlers. 

l• lr.Lm and tfORPUR<"'rO~ \ fl~~~ .f# ~h· J.Ynitfd .§.'Y,~~~•P•57• 
4• Ibid. P•45" 



Nor was it onl;y tbat the Alb&niY settler was less versed 
1n "book-leaming" than hie American :torezou.nner, (l) he had., 

on the whole, :tewr opportunities for advancement ani 

(ini1;1al4 at ms rate) greater difficulties with whioh to 

oontem. !lbe abeenoe ot arr:r great ataplo (a foator 

discouraging both :fUrther ~tion aD:l the inveatmont o£ 

O'V'U'Seaa oapi tal), the eonsoquent poverty ani ama.llnase of 

the Engliall-opealc.lng population* tbe longer sea-voyage 

'between Euzoope and A:frio&J u uncertain F.l:omier policey­

oaueing oonatant di~ amo1.1g both 1dlite and blaok paatoraliate a 

all these things leaaenecl the poaa1b11S.ty of an early Flowrins 

o£ .Alb&:l\Y'• 

Ho~, as Pringle had poi.ntecl out to Fairbairn in his 

verse epistle, the African frontieramara•a ieolat1an - even 

at:lO.ng the Hottentots atld. 'tlw pri~ pear bushea - was not 

total. In Graban.ts Town panicrul.&'rl.y the presence of nunbera 
of Br1t18h offioul am Colonial offioiala helped to maintain 

contact between tho Eastern Frontier 8lld the ~at of the wox:ld. 

TaJ.kins of life in the town u earq aa 1828 CO'I'f.P8r Roee w:rotea 

You are by 1lO mealiS to infer that w are •out of hlDarlity•o 
reach, or wholly deprived. o£ canmunication with the polished 
world. nos we hear tNery nina 48us :r.ran. Oapo Town, the 
A:frican scat of goveranont, leartaing am ecie~, (lauah 
if 1011 w1llt ) and we receive the English newspapers, 8lld 
read the advortiaenta CTf Warren's blaold.ng, and Obarlea 
'W.riBbt • s vinous wrsee, am. the m;yateriOUG hints of d:lemgea 
in the ministry ••• Then wa have Walter Soott•a last work, 
which has ceased to be his lut before w get it, for where 
do they not maoh? and sonetimea the novel of o. da.,y comes, (2) 
beaven knows hOw, among ue." 

<bJ wq throuah which Soott•s novels arrived in Kaffirlard 

was throu8h the entexpriae of Thomas Pringle, who, after bia 

return to Sootld in 1826, Wl:'Ote to :f'.riende am well wishers 

1. I do not mean to eugg&st that the 1620 Sottlere 'Wel"O un&wQl"Q 
of 'the adva:ntagoe of education. A mwber of individuals 
a.ttspted to start aohoola ot one kind or ar.IOthG%"• Tbe 
:toUowing advertisEment appeared in the first mzabor of the 
GX!bam'e Town JOUl"nal., Deo.3Q, 18-'l; uaraham'a TQ1m Gramnar 
School. Mr. J.n. stephenson Re&peot1.\llly announces to the 
illhabitants of Al'balV, oto. that he has made CTmgoments for 
the reception at Eight Youns Gentlemen as Boarders •••• •• 
Ct .. poat p.4l, foot-note 2 .. 

2. ROSE, ~Years in SOutbern Africa, P• 69. 
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aeking for books which be ehipped o\tb to the .Frontier, to 
:roum the Glen Lynden Libra17. ( 1 ) Establiebed prino.i~ 
:Cor the use of' the Scottish settlers • to whom .Pringle also 
dospatohed a scbool.zwlter (a) - these bookB \/Ol'e lent to 

naders in the aurrowxling distriote. 

0A well ... aeleoted library" is Pringle's description of the 

collection. An exanination o£ the remaining two hunlrod an4 

ninety-SfMm books 8homJ that they had been ~ chosen to 

cater £or the nee4s (A&e ~le oonoe:f.ved them) of a 
pioneering ocmmunity. 

The ouJ. tural climate ot Cape Town was - at any J:ate while 

the Qettl.ers ful:'ther east 1W:U'e defending their lives, oat·tle 

and property aga1nat the Kaffire, eannha.t di:f£erent • It 
a differonce of degree rather than~ kind, of aspiration mt 

The citizens of Cape Town thought tb~elvea far 

auperior to their Frontier oouainaJ sleeping easier in ihoir 

beds at night they woke, not to news ot their neigh~oura 

murdered, but to the EnBJ.iab paper• CJd (lO:nveraaUon w1 th some 

travelling pntlGlllan late~ arrived .:0:rcr:t .Banb"" o~ I.Dndon. 

1. The book-plate, headed "Glen-~ Library, SOuth .Africa" 
with 1 ta uaeneral Regulationa" 1a "certainly the work of a 
porson with some experience of librarietll and om is strongly 
tempted to ascribe it to Thoataa Pringle himself, thoush thia 
ie merely a oonjeo1i\:a:'e'•• VAll DER Rim, "An 1820 Settler 
Circulating Libra..cy at Glen ~n, Eastern ~. n 
South At'X'ican J:4br&t'iea, vol. 19. No.4,April,l952·P•l4• 
See A.PPEmllX •• 

2. Writin6 to SiX' 'falter Scott frcm Capt Town on Oot.3l,l822, 
Pringle xef'er.red to hU earlier ettorts to start a FrontJsr 
aohool. ttrtaV'ing in vain attempted to do SOIIGthing in 
fEmlling - tor which inieed I had m :fuxlda - I attanpted to 
open an Academy on tt• :f".ro..ntier. .&.\t in nine months I only 
obta.imd two pup1la - eo that I was forced to abandOn that 
plan - aa the Clers;yman of the clietrict had alao done the 
prGOOeding 18£, from a similar cause. ~a ia D>t ao much 
owill£ to the want of desil"e tor education u to the ~at 
povel"ty of the oourrb¥7 .. much illel'Gased by the almost total 
:failure o~ two auocesaive crops - eo that boa:rd am education 
for about U5 sterling a year wn.s more than wen tbe genteel 
f'aniliee could afford :in that pa.rt o£ the Colony.» Quatecl in 
"Thomas .Pringle· ani Sir Wal. ter Scott••, SB:arterlY .Bulletin of 
the South A.friecl Lib!!:!2, vol. 6, r-ro.4, Juno 1952, p.114. 

I II 0 
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The desire to prove tha.t the Tavem of the Seas was the 
only civilized spot 1n aoutb.ern A£:rlca probably accounts for 

the aurprioinB m.mber of attempts to eatablish litera.r;y joumal.a 

of one kind or another e.t the Cape. As euly as 1828 a hlltldred 

p&Be booklet (in excellent olqr print) was publidled in Cape 

Town. This ~tq ot !be Cape 91 gggd noll!. ( 1 ) (collected 

:hua colonial llOWBl)&pora) was most~ oompoeed o:f tho kil'ld. of 

sixth-rat& "drawing-room verse•t endanio in Englam at the time. 

N\lnbera of epitaphs, oentimenta.l linea on past i'riendshipa, 

lamentations on the abeence o~ li)lglillh bird•SODg, h.awthorn, 

daiaiea ani milk-maida is evidence of tho popular belief that 

it waa the £unotion o'f "poet~ to act u a vehicle for the 

expJ:eeeion of melancholy :f'eel.inga and pious moralicina• 
Lol'll9liness ani diatanoe fl'an home may have bad oometbing to do 

with the ubera of verai£'1era ltho :felt compelled -to w:rito to 

the local jourrt&l on tM eubjecn of n4 wounded JIP!rit and a 

broken~." 

Apart f'.t"Qn Pringle ani tho author o£ aaa D3JilPS.thetio lim• 

on .-~e .Buabmanu, the o~ oontributor wbo thought his African 

&Un'OUD~iitlgs worth mentionins .was a certain "ltobert" or, aa he 

&aletimes aignad h1maeU "fi.'!Otey Tonid • ._ Thie gezxtleman 

suffered frc:lll the fatShionable gloan (peli1.apa with reuon f<-•r ho 

had been invalidod to the Cape ~o :Bengal) but he l«spt up hie 

apirtta by writing letters in rime to trlende in ~land, 

ca;plainillB to that 

For poe tTy, o:f' all killla, is hare now the go -
SOra good, am sane bad, and aome but so-eoa 
But I bag to :rotor you, for more Ulf'omation, 
To .BRlD.Ef:IRK • S Capo paper - a new publication. (2) 

Doing hia beat to avoid 11bat be called 'tthe blus-d.evils or vaporstt 

Robert elaborated on the lateat Cape Town o:z:oue; 1'1'ho mania for 

rl:cymirlg baa becORtQ here oont831ous. 11 lle claimed ( w1 th pardonable 

exaggeration) that '~ibe bookeel1~r•s ehops are now starlinB 1q 

dosens ... 

1. STAPiiEtl'ON, Fftt:g: of the 0a12o of qoGd l!ope,, selgoted. t::ro:n ;iSe 
~rlodical jo~ q( the ColO!Jl• · 
1'bG editor published a list ot: eixty-lline subscrl'bers, 
III20rll1 tba:n John Fairbairn ani the pl'inter G. Greig. 
Stapleton itlOl.uded (o.a ano:rzymoua, South .Afnoan) 
"Lines to a Waterfowl" by \11lliam Cullen .Bt';yant. 

2. STAPffi'TON, 1'Fran an ~id at the Capo to his f'riend in I.Dndon" 
PP• 24 .. 26. 

' ' I 



The .,urea of thia abort-lived enthuaiaam was p:robably t i le 

ll'eOent arrival ot the new SUb-l:tbrad.an :eran the :F.rontier dietriot. 

Pringle waa in the newa. The booksellers ( aaoord.i..."lg to Robert) 

wel:• advertising his "Settler' a Reporttt, (l) with J'airba.irn•s 

ase:istame he had opened an Acadsny in CGtPe Tom while, 

A magazine too, in which ~s mingle, ( ) 
Is an.nouno'd fl'Clrl the e:f'lorl& o£ Fauzoe and of Prins'J.e. 2 

Pringle' a journaJJ.stio ambi tione fountlereci on tbe rook of 

.lm'd Charles Somene't'e High To¢an, but the battle for a tree 

press at the Oapo was 'lOn in 1828 when 

"the Colonial seoreta;ry, Sir George~, gave lGaV'e 
:t'or a. pzeaa ordir.l.llllOO based on tho law of D:lglam. 
Printers and. publishers llho were prepared tD deposit 
£300 as peraonal. surety am a. like anO\Ul.t ~eed by 
friends, Jdsht publiah newsp~era on J.d. stamped sbeoto 
paid ~or 1n advance at the Capetown Stanp Office, aubjeotU) 
to the lo ot libel u i:nt.rpreted by the ~s. n 

The result wae the appearanco oL a maber of nee,P4.lopere in 

va.1:ioue parts of the Ooloey. S<De, l.ik8 .Rrid&ldrk1 e The Cape o£ 

Good HOI?! L1 tera:ry Gazotte announcad that tbey were "devot9d 

exolua1vely to Literature, Crit1ciem, Science, and the adwnoement 

o£ use:f'ul. lax>wledee." 'l'he diffioul ty ot: obtai.ning nan ~ :P'lrll7 

aeoount :tor the :tact that theaG papera wexe often more lite:rary 

tlum their modern auooeneors. The ed.i to1'8 aus' often have had 

to 80l'O\lll89 f'or copy; they were only too eaaer to acoept orig1nal 
contributiotUJ, whether fran Frontier £axmors or itin.&ran.t versifiers. (4) 

The liveliest of the early Cape periodicals was .Sam Sl,y' ~ 

~oan Jompl lamahed in 184:5 by w.L. sanm.o.na(5) as a ''~giater 
of Facta, Fiction, Ncwa, Literature, Oommeroo and .AmuacmentM •• 

To aesiat the onquiring, animato the atwul.ing and aympathi11e lfi th 

al:t... A tall order for aey Jou:maliat. "San Sly" was oonucioua 

of his civilildng miaaion. He vacillated betwoan enoour~t 

ancl MZ'C&S'4 1n bia efforts to cduco.tet writing i n an e41 torial. on 

--·-----------------------------------------------------PRINGlE• §:!a! acCount of the Ergsent Sta.te o:r the ~ah 
settle:ta iillibattr, ,South Afri!;!t l824. 

tol.'\'1 Charles Somerset oppostld. thia scheme to isaue a t11onthly 
magazine al:tern.e.tely in Enaliah am Dutoh. See 'rA.LKf~R, 
A JiiAAs7 o£ Sffilthem Africa:, p.160. 

WALKER, A l!iott>tt Qf Soutbe Africa, p.163. 
" 

See APPI:NDlX .B. 

See HA:I"l'.~RSIEY, 011= tb! sm:: !!Ji othe;ra, for a ehort 
bio .a,pey of Samnona. 
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BC)llle bequest a to the South A:trican Public Librar.y • "be ehoultl 

no·h ollly have le£t books bebiM him, wt al10 readera.,. 

Salm1one was parbioula:rly keen to :f'eJ:~ret wt natiw talent• 
''This emall '.folio of four pagee' is lJ'lbliehed single-banded, 

no·t on.l.y to disoover llho axe tile readers, but also who are tho 

.!£:~ .. (l) .As well aa n-iting didactic a.rtioloe on Oowper, 

Gei:>rge Herbert, .Dickens and other poets and ooveliste popular 

in Exlglanl, the editor gave close am. serious attention to the 

pl'llduots of' the Colonial printing ... p1'e8uea. lie reviewed a 

volwne ot verse published 1n Cape Towns 

TlU.e ie an indigenous pla.:at that will l30t pay f'or 
tha growtls. •• it ie too rare and too good ••• In cape Town, 
at pxeaent, we sean to be too buay and too bw:lgl.'"y, to 
nliah Poetr.r, or a:t¥:3" ot her ldeact. She baa been kicked 
out of Sooioty by the hat'd boolod. an1 bard headed, but ehe 
ia not exactly de:tunot.. Like a snail she mod.eetly &d.vanoos 
her hol"D8 oooasional~, as much as to nay 'ia it time• - (2) 
tna7 I come out, - :le the atol.121 over?" 

The languishing romantic narrativo to t.ilioh Bwlm< ·na is 

ref'erring can have had no inte:rest £or the average ·~ heMad" 

colonist. Both at Oape Town and at the Frontior the utom clowie 

o£ the SOU"*h African race problem wera alre~ bovcxiJ:l8 over the 

writer. &nmoM publiehed veraes in imitatiOn of Pringla •a 
,!!lc&nna'a C'dl.t~, (S) while, :f'urther east, tho pages c4 

~e Gnham'e Town Jou:rul bet~ tho bitterneu of the quarrol 

between tbe philanthropists am the Front1ersnen. The eettlere 
oounte~ tho1r oritics with lol.'lg lieu of loasee in aooda, atook 

lllld uen, with imnJnerable a.ngr.y lettat'D, with forthright 

edi 'torial.e Cld eatirioal m,me.. In 18'7 (the yeu 1n whiob 

tbe JO\U'I2&1 publiahed Piet Retie:f• a fsmous "~£csto of the 

D::Jigrant Jl'armors••) the exasperated editor oomplained of the 

"bon of literary Kn:isht-errants now-~ who go abroad in aea..rch 

of adver.rlau:eau· tilting at wimmilla am achieving mthing but 
miaahie£.(4) ._, __________________________________________________ ___ 

1. Sam Slz'e A:t'"'rican Jourllal, vol. 1. June 1, 1843, p.2. 
I 

a. ~· vol .. ll, 1844, no.55· P•>• !Wv. of G;u.y: Alric and o~ 
:f09!!• cape 1'own. Publishod for tho Author, A. s. Robertoon. 
Heerengraoht. 

3· See AP.Pl·llD.Dt c. 
4. Fditorial, .fh! Grpbam's 'lpwn,J<?!U.pll, Nov., 2, 1837• 



In general li te.n.ry nen ~re the PJ.'Opogand ista of an 

ext:nme point of vin 11 ttle caloulated to $:tliear the to th• 

Frontieranen 1n Ka:e:r.t.rl.a:¥1. 

In api te ot mounting tension eastwe.tda Sanmone was 

IIU.ffioiently detached f'1"'lll euoh matters to begin, in 1&44, a 

aenea braVely entitled Cg LiteratUf!. ln this we;y he 

preoel"V'ed m1oh e,Phemeral dogge:r.-el, some o~ it Of oonsiderabl& 

interest in ita re:tlectiDn ot oontAporary oolonial society. (l) 

By 1846 the eituat:ion on the Frontier had become 110 grave 

that Simmon& wao devoting more and more spaa. to detailed nan 

f%om. the east so that ha joumal gzew to eiaht pace•, Ho~, 

as he hiraselt l~t~~entect, ffbu.t little - it any - pro~aa" has been 
made ain<» Pringle in tl£e riM of mv nat.ivo African literatln'O. 

"The B:ti tab Settler' e 3Cm6" ( OOitlPOSed and sung at a Oommemoratim 

Dinner at Graham's ~111 in 1844 by a Kr. A.G. Bain) ia a tair 

exanple af' what the Colon.;y aa a lfbr.'>le produ.oed and even aoceptecl 

88 "poatr;t•. 

<J:l, whAt a gtlif', what a .faatbl!ne: life a Settlerta leadingl 
Bpoor:f.ns cattle, doing battle, qui w jocose; 

\firming, lolaingJ Whigs abuaing~ ahopl'ittg now,. then mutton 
breeding. 

Newer feuing, pereevor:lng, on he goes I 
Whc tQ the Cape I :tirot cme out, 1n days c£ CRA.RL.!E 00 ':;RSU£,. 
My lands ftre noatly :.:aeaaurad off, and re5'larly rr;y numbers sett 
I strutted :rouni on my om s;t'Ouni, lord o£ a hundred acraa, air, 
l said I'd plough, I'd buy a. cow, the butchers w.t md bakers, sir. 

<h, what a gfq', etc. 

On Xowi•'• b&nk:e I built a house, lVld JUde a enug location tberet 
I :f'eno'd J1J7 lancia with my om band to keep all riabtt 
The river ro•, and ':f'on 'tlrJ' nose made awful doeolation iil»mJ 
The Xafi:ra stole rq cn:t_y COW' a.~ that niebtl 

I made a tl"ip to Kafi.rlancl, in hopes w £ind my cow again, ( ) 
And tried to act the dentist then, which oo one can do now asatn.. 2 

l elm the Y..afi:rs• ivory teeth ai rl.•k: Qf hernpon oolla.r, Sir, 
Which at Graban •e Town on the ma.J.iaJt bl'Ouaht tull '00 dollars, a~ I 

eta. (;) 

!.t'.ba.t there was a public for auoh doggerel is proved both in 

tbe 3ournals of the dq and by the publication ( ovur halt' a. oentur.v 

a:t"ter stapleton had oolluotecl hio notu.ffed owlsf~) of &llOther 

1. See A!'Pf"IDIX C ~ 

2• An allusion to a. tlolorlial law probibitinB eolordsta bom 
crossing tho boumar,y intO :aa.ntu territory to recovGr lifted 
cattle. 

;. Quoted in full 1n GDDLONTON, ~ori§ls of the British Sottlera, 
P•ll7. .Also reprinted in s.n Slz•s African Journal. These 
linea, {as being typical o:t h zxtriod} are mentioned 1n 
A Qmbrid&! &s:t<?q of !;mliah Lit,emture, vol. XIV, P•,77• 
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antholoa:y, this time With the grandiose titlet "~ Poet;q: ot. 
South Afrie· (l) 

Alexander Wilmot ~pea:rs to have i.nol'l.lled llbatever he 

could :t':IJd in the ·~ of vern without ro8&1'1 to critical 

~. P.l'ingl.e aooou.nta .for a :r.ifth ot hie volU!AOJ 

hie verses X'lllmain, sb;t,y-OfNen ~· after his arrival, the 

most interesting am the moat competen'i written in English in 

Southem Afrioa. ~changes had talr4n place during tbe 

poriod covered by \Jilmot•s antholOiJYt 

Tho whiatle of the locomotive bas taken the plaoo 
o'l the shrill cry of the K.affir. fhe lion hao rotirod 
:fra8 bueinese ••• ~ wandering trader has to~ taxes, (2) 
and ie no lo~ in noed of a gun .. •• 

Yet, except for oome doggerel on Diggers, an oaoasional :retorencs 
to the growth of oonneroe and aome lines by Wil.Qot himself on 

Dro~1t, ·ite thanes whioh attracted tmee vorsifiens had -.W'eady 

veen better baWled by Pringle. There 18 one significant 

thematio ab.U't. Verses dealing with the oonf'lict between black 

ani white are 1nDreaaingly in evidence, but th.e empb.aais is now 

almost entireq wei8b.ted aanir.wt the philanthropic, the imported, 

uweartern European" view. The "noble aavagen has - £or the time 

being at any rate - been dieol'edited by molt o'£ tho poetasters. 

This hal'dening of the Frontier littitude is parlicul&l'ly 

noticoable in Henr.r ~' wboae work ie an undipsted lump of 

militant pa.trlotillll am eva.ngel.ioal. Christianity, ooupled. with a 

at:rone e~patby :tor tn. colonist expoaod to the tvry of the 

blooii- thirsty heathon. 

J)ugmON was himself' a pioneer. Uo bad boen a. bo: ot nine 

in 1820 am. his experience of tho :t'lnntier waa hurd and personal, 

driving h1:n into the oanpara.ti~ BeO'UZ'ity o~ GrQbam'& Town 1llere1 

at tour~, be wu apprenticed to a saddler. He aba1xloned 

saddles for bibles, ~ually beeaaing a. mudl ~o.pootcxl Methodist 

minister.(') Hia long ani act1ve life in tho Frontier dictricts 

1. fiiJil<J!, ~· J?oetq o,£ Soutp W..¥• 1867· 
2. ~· Pnt:ta.oe, P• V.!I. 

He learnt Dutah ani Khoaa. and is said (by his aimiring 
biosrapher) to have taught bimael1' enough Greek to read the 
Nov Test•ent aa wll AG learning Geman when ho rma oovcnt;r 
1n ord.or to r~ SchUler, !Daaing and Goethe. Hio biographer 
insists ths.t, in spite ~ the expenee am di:f'tioulty at proouring 
books, D\&8mO'l.'O W4tJ :t:emUiar witb tho wom of "Hiatorirms like 
Grote, 'l'hirwall, Arnold, Guizot, Ranlm, ••• Br.yoe, :B'.recman,Lewoa 
&nd Jlitfom.•• Hia favourite poeta Wl'e tt:filton, Cowper,Goldamitb, 
and Uontsancr.r•" CRt)UCH, Life of Rcw.H.H.bnore, pp.l73·174• 
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1• not ref'leote<l in his appalling varae which ia sia'kon1ngq 

Mntimental., laborioualy modelled. on "tbe best authors ... (l) 

Whatever hia ~ l)us:lore Zl8'Y8r stepped dow from his pulpit$ 

L:l.k8 most ot the other OC)ntr1butora to \filJ:lot he regarded 

ttpoetry.n mainly aa a mea.na of inculcat:fng cei't&in a_:pprove4 

belie£eJ u a rhetorical seaon in Whim he could deliver 

sentimental and g randiloqvent uttel"&llCe& oa.loul~ted to move 

or impress tho reader. lt •~e a populs.r viow, ce.n:non in all 

aps and tti.dely current in the 19th century. Auden bas 

suggested that 1 t ia a tbsory which N8ard8 a poem aa 

"a magioa.l means for induoing desirable anot~ in oneself 

and others.•• (2) 

One o£ the ,.desirable emotions" which Du&mo~ wished to 

ind.uoe in hie readera was pride in bei:ng a ooloniet whoM 

mission was to estaoliah a. home for Englishrc.cn in "A:t'rio•e 

Southern Wilds... Dugn.ore' u i»lagination wa.a atirred. by the 

utrugglea f1£ the pionee:ts• Repea~, in verse$ au®. as 
11Paat am Preaent" and "A Rarlliniac.snce of l820ff ho Eatborts 

the settlerat 
Thia iu our hamel 

A epot on earth we now osn eall our O!!!f 
A starting-point for a DeW Uf'e'.s career. 
W&k.o .all our energies &!rash: A brighter d~ 
nas dawned at last upon ua. Let us raise 
A song of gratitude to Heaven, 0) 
And gi:tU us tor our duties." 

In 1661, having aeen with his 0\'11 eyea - as Pr.inale never had .. 

the effects 0! "Ka.t'.fir devaotation", Dugmoro reminied the F:tol:Ih iol'S• 

mom 
The loouat clouds have d&l'keneci heavon; 
The "rusted" :tielda to th$ flwne are givaxu 
The wa.r-oJ.7 is ecbo:Ulg wild am loud; 
For ~war of the tsaYage, fierce and proud, 
Bas buret like the atOl'm :t".rom the thumer-oloud 

On Afrio' s Souti".te1'n Wilds. (4) 

Oonacious o£ aeli'-appo1nted poaiticn as local bard respomiblo 

for ~ne:ral. morale, he enaouraees the Settlers' 

lfev!£ ~spay;, tho'IJi,b the b.a.rvesta tau, 
Though tbo hosts of a BtWSBe foe assailt 
.. . . ~ ... 
t!itiee are ria~ to etud the plaillBJ 
~e life-blood of COil'IDleroe is oourair.~g the voins 
Of a. nQ',v•born Dnllixet tbat growa and reiB;tl.s 

Over Africta southern \lild.o. (5) 

l. CROUCH, Lite of R;e'V•Ji·~~~O£~· "He ~ the "M>r!ts ouly of tbe 
beet authors and endo8Y'OUJ.'IQ4 to con'uot or model his etylo on 
oome £av0Ul"ite." P•l78. 

2e set! AUDEI-t, ttSqua:rea ani Oblonga," Poets o.t Jork. 

3· •··IL\101', ''A Reiniooonoe of 1820 .. , P•75• 

4· ~· .. Past and Present" p.76. 

5• ~· PP• 76·77 



In Dugi.loro•s ve1·sea the :E"xontiursnan sucooeda in ousting 

the evangelist. Although he occuionall.y eobofle Pringle .. 

There is at:\.+1 -mxk to do. ( ) 
Ist me but show the 'dsY to At'rio '• hea:rt:- l 

he strikes a more characteristic note when ~e l aments the loss of 

~iall lives ani calla upon the settlers to rally to tho defenoo 

of their nei~urs during tbe 1851 K.a.f'Iir war: 
A~ to tbe mountain glenS 

Whet·e tho W&nt.oop ldld :ta yellll'l.g, 
Am the &llV'"8$ howls 
As he ~ acowla ( ) 

On ·the mu.te man•s f'UI.me-\"'l'apped dl'felling. 2 

'l'hose who do :1.ot so aw to be 0~ as oowa.rda and tra.itars, 

while this misaiol'J&l"Y Mea m oni to the strife until the olack 

man has been oomplotel.y aubjug.n.tea.. 

L&tor in the oentury b ZUlu rebellion pl"mpted ~:re to 

produoe awther crop of -verae~n 

"Preserve the oolo!.F!,1.fBLVIUES We stand hare; 
And - to the eru:t.•• •Twas thus that .PULtE:tiiE spoke, -••• 
On ISA.lf)IANA t A dark am :f'atal da.YJ .... 
And ME.!JVIIJE toot the COLOUR • sacred t1'\l8tl 
J;p4 bore it hem tht field. 

C5) 

Tblt "Settler Poet" h&ll obviously 'OOen retldins Marte d•Arthur. 

Ilia imi~Uon · ia suffioientl¥ bad without the liberW. ducting af 

oapita.lil!ed emd italicized 110rd.a ... ono of Dugnore•a mot 

irritating mauner1lilm8• 

Tile do:linating subject o£ racial eont'liot appe£~.rs in the nut 

ccmtributer to the anthology, Alexander Wilnlot himself. In 

"The Landing o£ the Bri tiah Settla-a of 1820" (4) he attempt&d a 

wrsi£iod bietol.'y. As nd.gbt be expected the writer'a O¥Jnpa.thies 

ant v:rey obviously with the ~wkora, too Southeys~ the Gurriea . 

am tho&tl Britiah eoldiera ltho died on ~a red hillflide't,. 

Wilmot, hOW•"JWr, had suftioitmt imagina:tion to pictuw the other 

point ot v.l.ow. 

1. .ilL"JCY.r. "Tho Fttnoral in the Abbey", p.64• 

2. Ibid1 "A triwto of B:Y'lllpathy to 1the defon<lers of Glen ~' "p.e9. 
3· Ibid. 'fThe Colours of the First 24th"t p.91. 

4· l2!.4.• "Th6 Landing of i:ihe British Settlers Q£ l820u written to 
oommemorate the fiftieth ar..nivortts;ry of their arrival. p.107. 
Thoee versea oontain what ar§>ear to hav'e been oonsciou.a eoboea 
of "Afar in tho Desert1t. 
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1Jl sG.d. e-re our hourtcs, 
Our eoulfS aze :full of trouble7 

Rtdn' s b.r:l.:r.vest ha.e cane -
We aro left a.s the atuliblo • 

••• 
13Tom Limpopo to Vi.&l. 

Has the mamate been (tiven, 
"lirom his vold a1Xl hia home 

Muat the black man be driven"• 
(l) 

It is 'the SOUth A:tricu dilG'D!lla reduced to a simple clash of 

interests. 

The .RouBseamuJ~ view 1!1£ the conflict was revived b;y 

w.R. 'l'homson who had been born 1n tl"~ fl'ontiu distriot Of 

Stoekenst.l"'!! in 18,2. IJ!Wmson as om of the original pupila 

in the :re.oially integrrn:ted elli.Mes ~t tho .l.Qvc.d!lle mission 

where he stuiied :t:'or five yea:ra b$£ore going to Europe to 

eanplete hie education. !fllis carl.7 ~r.le1»e o.f the blaolt 

man as a ola&S~Qate rather than as an enam;y may account for his 

h'tWanita.:de.nism. 

1'homao.n greatly admired l?ringlea 

· Your far too :f'lattering C4!mparieon with P.rirl8lc 
has excited ll.ttfl\1 and utl'Qngthened a. desire which I 
haVe long cherished, to strl ve to write sanoth:Ln& 
£or and about the oountr;r in the 0{1110 upirit, at leaat, 
M hE;} did. 

"For .n.nd Qb.:..,ut tho counteyn • theoe worda n:re a key to 

ThOUlSQn' a idaftl~. He had a. vision o:£ a now A.trioa; 
LaM ot ff<Jood llopet•J thy future liaa 
Bright 'f~ i1f:f vision 4$ tey alci~e, 
0 Afrioa.J long loat in ni&ht, 
Upon the horizon gle(ijj'let the liSht 
0£ bre&ld.ng d.a.wno l"4Y star of f'«m1& 
Slall riae and bri ?;htly gleam; thy naane 
Shall bl.aze on hiat • ry' e l.a.te:r: pase; 
Thy birth-timG is the .J.aut ~at &&OJ 
Thy rune has been, &b.Te C1£ tru. ool'!ldJ 
Bttt, when thT barlner is unfurlecl, 
•frlll4phant Liberty aball wave 
That standard o'er foul sl.a.vtq•a grave• 
AM euth, decaying earth, llhall aee 
Far ~, flt.i.~&t ohild. in thocl 

1. 'lllJ.tJJr, •'l'n th.e country o£ Jia.nk:oraan" North of' the Vaal 
1Uver, 1J<tctamb(tr, 1682; PP• l09•llO. 

2. Quoted in :.t:rrX.ER & SE.ml.VT, P.• 3~· 

'• ~'"lU«Jl', noape Of Good Hope" t PP• 115·116. 
Written from Utrecht, 1856. 

(2 ) 



!l.bese lines beoamo popular with the colonist& I they were 

am.ong the earliest verses . translated into Oa;pe•Diltch. 

''!i!he Oe.pe o:t Good nopon 1ni1oatea Tbanaon• e ;patriotism but 

provides no warrant for declariXIg him ••one of the moat importan-t 

writen of his period between Pringle and Scully ••• n on account 
of hie ttSOUtb A:trican ;proocou.pations and his individual style. n (l) 

Thomson • a themes are often looal b\1t that his style is in NlY' 

aanse imivid.ual i.e a j\ligoment w:hioh is not G\Wportod by hie 

verse. 

'!'he diZ'ect influence of Pringle u.pon Thomson is evident in 

tt.Amakeyau, (2) a ballad. founied upon an incident which ooct.trro<l 

at the olose of' one of the Katfir wars. Thomson eeEJne to have 

oome across the stoxy in the pages of Kre. Harriet Va.rd £'ran 

whose book, The caw am. the Ka:ff~ he quotes at scr:ne length. 

Amakeye is tha daughter of the Ka:f£ir chief, ~!acQllO who, 

in puniahmont £or his so-called rebellion has be$1 ejeoted :fran 

hie ancestral lands by the British. ()) 

The opeJ'.L'S.ng lines a£ the ballad establish both the thaae and 

the tom; 

Far 1n the K&f:fir's glorious lam, 
Beside a burnillg heap 

Of ruins, sits an ~ man, 
Who bitterly doth weep. 

surrourned by the l'Uinl ct hie home ·~ with his ld.mm • s blood" 
the defeated chief' cries to the God. o£ the llhi te man• 

~ children aro a cruel re.ce, 
0£ murderers am th1W'e8. 

Give back to me my warriors brava, 
Fall•n thick as autumn leavefh 

Unoomo, the "sodlese savage'* looks aroum hima 

Ylhere'er he turn'd his eyes be saw 
War's desolating br&tds 

The emok:e of burning villages 
ArOse on ev•ry ham. 

This is followed by a mmiber of stanzas in llhidl the old man 

rem:lnisoas, siVinS !lhomson the opportunity of preaentini an idealized 

picture co£ tribal life 14\lCh aa Pringle had done in. "The Koaa".. '!be 

objective details which ).i.ngle intl'Oduoed are all missing but the 

1. 1·UIJER & Sl:!~RGEANT, p. ,2. 

2. tt.Amakeya" is not among thG aeleotions fran Thomson in ~ilmot ts 
Anthology. lt was 1nol uded in ~th African Poev;t;t and ~e~, 
ed. CROUCH, 1907, PP• 174 .. 186 • 

.3• Maoomo was eventually bQniehed to Robben Islam. 
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aentil:aenta are similara 

Ahl white men, do ye ovet" think 
The blaok man too 0811 feel. 

).(accmc) is oanforted by b.ta da\IBhter, .Amakeya., who accompanies 

hie to 11the white ohif'f'e terxt" where they beg to be al.l011rcd to 

rena1n on their tr:l.bal la.nde but 

No meroy sball be gi~n 
To black tnan who oa.n break their oatba, 

And 'fear no God in heav•n. 

Fiming their plea rejected. Amakeya offers harselt to the 

white conqueror (according to .Mrs. Ward it was Colonel Campbell 

o£ the 9let Regiment who found himself in this anbarrasaing 

situation). The ho:roine declares ebe Will forsake her peopleJ 

she promises to live forever aa the Colonel' a elavo i:f he will 

allow lfa«rno to remain in Kaffirland. The white man, poW&" leas 

to revoke the decree of baniobment1 ie moved to tears. lie 

exclaims: 

Thou noble creature! God has made 
Thee beautiM am f'airt 

And given thee a soul as pure 
As e'er breathed Obrlati&n prq•r. 

There ia not a treah image or an or1g1nal idea in the whole 

ot thie protracted tale. Vague oliohea a1oh as "l'be tow•ring 

mountains••, •tthat beauteous landu and the ••savage foe" are fair 

GXAilll.Ples o£ !!bomaon•s "style... Tbie sort of thing oan e81:li.ly be 

paralleled in Pringle M .n least he made an etfort to deaorir>. 

the baokgroum against wbiohlie 1dfil1sed fiSUI'es moved. The 

Beohuana. boy, who is obviously the precursor of .Amakeya, tbousb 

scarcely a zeal1etic Jt>Uth, wanders about in an envi rorment 

rocogn.izably Af'ricana 

Hoarse-roarl.ng, d.a:tk, the "broad Ge.reep 
In turbid streams was sweeping f~, 

Ru8b sea-con in i te eddies deep 
Loud amrting as • pusedf 

(l) 

Amalc:e7& ani her father (for all their prolix lomentatione) are 

quite dead - partly because even their eurroWldinp lack dietinction 

o£ ~ k1n:la 

0 lot ue die mere we were bom, 
Ani let this waving green, 

Which waves above our ~lthera • duet, 
Once wave aboVe our head. 

Simplioi ty, eeeant1al to the ballad, baa here deocended into 

banality. 

1. . PRINGLE, "The .Becbuana l30y'', The Poetical Works o£ Thomas 
.Pringl~, p.2. 



ThQms.c.n•a lack of originality sbotrs iteel:t 1n the fidelity 

with which he f'ollowed Urs. Ward: 

We mq tantq Amake1a tald.ng a laat look a.t the 
peen plaoee wherein her obildhood bad been pa.esed, 
and finally sitting tlom atliOll&' a strange poople, in 
siBIR of the ,.,:reat waters''• A new and 1110ndrous 
epaoiacle to tha" mountain-girl must have been that 
misbty am :pathless sea.•• ( l) 

!this ia tnnsferred tG the ballad stana, the ocxnpound 

opitbet in the last line revealing bow olose:cy Th«nean had 

read "The l3eobuana Boy". 

Sba 6UOS on that mighty sea. 
She ne •er bad aeen be:f'oret 

Hal:f-pleaaedt hal:t-awecl, she hears the waves 
noarse-m.oaning on the shore. 

Thomson's work ia ot m literary value but he helped to 

maintain ani even to pranote ·an interest in En811sh wrae. 

In addition be was one o£ the first oolonists to gi.ve literate 

expression to a £eellll6 of love ani pride in South At'rioa o.a a 

hoaleland. 

The reuining ~etera repx.aellted 1n Umot are (with 

the exception of :Brodriolt who will be referred to 1n a later 

ebaptel') of little interest am less worth. Colonial life 

continued to a.fford (particularly during the 1840s am '50s) 

no time tor s cribbling verso. I£ men wrote at all they wrote 

letten or official despatches or kept diaries. &lob doO'\Illt:nta 

a.:re unfortwwtoly seldam preserved (especial~ on a :f'.rontier) 

but of those which Nnain the lettora Of, tor inst,au)e, Charles 

Brownlee fran Jbri Ca& or the dia'ry of the settler, Jeremiah 
Goldnai.n, are .,rib more in hlDIUl intereri and evocative power 

tb&n nearly all the wraee in Wilmot' a collection. 

Gold.IJW&in, a ~una f.la1QW mm Bu.cld.n8bamshire who emigrated 

in 1820 W&rJ aoal'Oely literate, ~t hie reoo%'d of li~c on the 

Eastern frontier is one o£ the roost oanplete and genuimly moving 

of Settler doCN~anta. Bis :frank, ingemous p~ u.noonso1ously 

rrieale tbe gradual chaz2gaa111hioh took place in a aimple man of 

devout, Christian principles when h&, hie :f'Mlily and friends, 

constantly suffered the fe::m~ and ~ of life on a savage 

border. He :NVee.le too, when pa;rtioul&l'ly moved. by some inoid.ent, 

the age-old human impul.ae to express his sorrow 1n a mediUD more 

intense, mo:re concentrated, than prose. In desoribing the 



lllUX'der of a friend, A.lexeBler Forbes, ~ the KatfirG, a 

l21\n"Cler which took place in bont of the viotim • s ld.i'a and 

Sis ohildren, Goldawain is driven by bia emotion to attanpt 

'Vel'M& 

I oamaot bet•r discribe th~ fea.Unga and 
thear sonow then stating of it a.a tolowa 

In the year 18'4 1lhen I think o-£ 
that eve 1 t grewa ay Hart sore 
when the blaoka came on oua 
that dwelt 1n the eaat 
to burn and to mul.'dGr 
and to drive of our beut 

when theas ~· £irat 
'in our bordara they came 
they seased 1lr8. FirbGe that 
dwelt on the pl&in 
poor Alick he .ruen the cauee 
to inquire they nabed him 
to the Hart ar4 aet his Hous& all on fier 

bo 1ibink of her Loso her groat 
am her ~ Six Fatherless 
Ba.bea am her House all in flamea 
no foud am :no Clothing &n4 
and they Kaf'ters all in a1te 
am nought but they wooda 
two lleap in all nieht. 

(l) 

A h'ontier diari.st in verae lfith aimila.r sentiments about 

the '*Kaff'ersu VIU the ~ter.L.ou.s Hartin Beklc8r HUdson -

myaterioua in ~at almost nothJ.nB ia lal.own O'f hi8 personal 
hiatoq. (2) 

1. TPe Cmtoniole of Jereiah pGld!!IJ:D• Fd. Una IDng, vol.l,p.a1. 

2.. ~o waa a Henl7 HUdson, aged 421 among the 1820 Settlere in 
Ul\Yhu.rat•a party am a Hougbam Badson beoamo the firat OivU 
O<lallliaaioner am Residant llag!atn'H or Porl Elizabe1h in 182S. 
However, Martin :aelcker IIudson d.oea not seem to bav8 been 
connected io eitber ot tba. Elc.tenaive research hall, ao fut 
revo&led no ~her information about the man axoopt ibr a few 
letter• and the mU.ce o'£ hie death. In 1852 Hudeon wrote 
f'rcxl'l Cn.iseburn, Somerset, to 1>. Pringle Esq., at .Baviaan's 
River oonoerni.ne the details for tho publication of hiD 
Narrative. It •as ~toto be p.ibl1ehe4 1Jm'll8diately on the pxoolam• 
ation o£ peace"· aa1 wos to cost half a guinea. Inol\lied with 
tho letter was a list of ~prax.i..mately 112 subsoribem. 

On the 19th Auguet, 1652t R.Hart wrote from Glen Avon to 
D .. Pringle, Esq., at ~ooh, Baviun's Riverc "• .On Monday 
last R. :SOwkar waa here all tho people were absent f'lolll Graige­
bum wbon eome Boors OaJDe ••• to follow e16ht C¥t the enazty in the 
Karegba. IJ!lere 1t'88 not to upset ( aio) them by the time we 
SQt a note trpiQ the schoolmaster Hl¥laon. » This ia the onq 
personal. refer<mce I have been able to find. Other letters, 
signed by Budaon, e;re written on behalf of the Oo:nmanclant. 
(See Pr~e Lettm.mio.rotilm,Coty Libral'Y.,Rhodee Univeraity.) 

'l'ho o OldlW ootioe appeared in the Graham's Tom Journal, 
29th J~. 1859 .. 17-.• la 
"Died, •t On.rlge 'li'onteiil, in the W1ttebergen1 Native Reeerve, 
mere he bed been private tutor for 2 years, U • .B. Rudaon, Eeq., 
after a li~ug illneath He sball riee. Frlems w:Lll 
please acoo:pt of ·lthia mtioe." 
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Hudaon, whO oalled. himself "a Resident in a ~ntler Fuily" 

dediaated. his ~tive to w.:u. ~ wbo was oamnaLdant of 

the burghers in the rastern district during the 8th K&fiir i &:l'o 

There are letters in Eed.atenoe, written ani signed by lludeon, 
which show that {ae well ae being achoolma.ster tc tho children} 

he acted u private aecrota17 to the ~ant. As a result 

ho had the double advantage of an :LM~ iuto the mil1 ta:cy md 

sdministrative problema of the ~gn u well aa personal 

experl.onoe of tll\lOh that he Qaoribed. 'l'he events which be d14 

not w1 tneee himaelf he muat have heQd reoounted b;r men lilo had 

been on the -.pot. 

A fea.tu:m in South .A;t).j.ean )i'rS?p.tio:r Life (l) 1e the lonssat, 

moat detailed narrative of itu ld.l¥1 written on the l&'ffir F.rontiero 

That Hudson attempted aalap8G&tic, tetrameter ooupleta instead. of 

'being oontent with prose is f'u.'x."ther oont'il'llation o£ the fact that 

verse in e. :ft'ontier aooiety ( ucept in the oasoe where it repl.'eeents 

a genuine overflow of: feeling) must nearq al\ft\Ys e:hibit scxno 

moral or utilita:dan pu.rpoae. Here waa a man, obviously of aome 

education, aware of the value of the wr1 ttan wort, aware that he 

was taking part iu events of sane ngnifioance, events moreover 

which were the aub.joct of muoh oontroversy at "bane"• He wanted 

to reoo:rd "them, not onl.7 fo3:' b.U otm plaaeuret but for the bene:f'it 

(as 1e olear fran hie preface) prinoipall¥ o£ readers in Ellglazxlt 

arMl f<>r tbie pu1"1X>se he ti!lbodied t• in llhat he oonsidored a 

sui-tably improaeive fOat. Like moat of the settlers, b'"udacm 

lon&'f4 to present wb.a'i he ex>naidored a true piotu:re of the 

frontier situation in o1'der to d.efet¥1 the ooloniets againat the 

nog.rophiliet faotion and to appeal to En(Ala.r.d. tor practical help. 

This aim is clearly st ated in hia 1aat Uneaa 

••• That the l3il!'k.lmhea4 &'0011 
With dsspatoboo to England is certified newa. 
X.t ue hope that abe $ails on a pr~er.f'ul mission, (2) 
For a. iU'rther asaistsnce our home to pe1d.tiotu 

Hudson begiw. hie narrative at the point wh•re thQ :Bowker. 

have been ca:apelled "Y. tbe 1110~ situ&t1en to abamon their 

Albany £a:rm to trek to the G(!)mpe.rative sa.fet~ of Gra.igi• Burn 

1. HUDSON, A, ·Feature in South Afx:io• :Frontier Life, 
... embracillg a oanplote reoord of the Ka.t'li' War of 1850-1851· 
vol. 1. Port Eliz$beth1 .1852· (vol.2 was almost certainly 
nover publiilb.~.) . 

2. On. her l.'Oturn joUTf.l871 ~ 1'\lin:f'orcemento tor the frontier 
wa:r, tb& Birkellhead . Rl\t ·down off Point Danger with a loaa 
of sixty= ~amen and. t~ b1mdred and fifty ... oeven officers 
am men.· · · 

' ' 



(a faUy property in the sanerset Ea.et district). In 

another fi.6'! Hudeon might ba., ... taken to jo'Ul"WUiGf he had 

the good reporters respect for facts and details 

The scene will be la:id in South. A.frican climeJ 
Eisbteen hUl'Xlred md fifty• s the date of' the time§ 
And the persons wbo wwu.• description will cane 
.Are a .Frontier Family leaving tbeir hane. 
Only four ,ears have passed eime a fomer oooa.sion (l} 
CG:npelled them to tlee trail a Ks.fir invasiont 

Despite 1he doggerel and the etilted manmr1Br.l8 a o~poeite 

picture o£ the general disorder and panic •eraea fran the pages 

of this diary • Beet 0'£ all are the vignettes he draws of 

danestic lite, the homely details of the ~eparations to leavo. 

The stook ia rouniad up, the wagons packed. Ono of these waot 

a monster unusually wide, 
\1i th so lofty a. tent, seven :feet in the elea.r, 
That the whole of the aha1r8 could be atowed away there, 
still leaving 8ood room f~ the cartel 1Jo ewi~, 
Where I made Ul> rq bed arx1 cou.ltl enugly pig in. 
At the baak of the wason, for want of a trap, 
Wh9re the kettle$ and pots woul4 not have a miebap, 
The gate at a lo:aal. had beon dexteNualy swung, 
Ani the ld tohen utensils wen fastened thereont 

Hudson continues with a day by day aooount of the journey, 

describing the peo.p.J.e they met, repat'ting their nawe and rtDGurs, 

until the wagona arrive at O'l'aig1e Burn llbere relatives offer than 

the only available ehelterc 

A woatbor worn Ehear! ng bouse, atami ng awry, 
lfith a roof that exposed l.QII.lV a view Qf the sq. 
'!'he nll.s of the buildi:ng, just :five :feet in he1S1t, 
Have m~ a loop bolo to let in the liehtJ 
Salle m.:te tor defence, ot bars lefi lilen! the oltq, 
That oemented the stal8 work baa bSCl washed away. 

1. Hudson doea not aetD to have taken part himself' in the ha.ntily 
8\llllloned burgher oanma.Dloa but to baTe a~ed behind with tbe 
woman am ohildren. Most probably hie health na not good 
and he may ha'M cane to the Cape fOr that reaaon. ~ 
Eastern Frontier in 1850 was soarooly- the plaoe :for a delioa.te 
man. On Chri etmaa Dq Xhosa warriors had at't&clted the 
mill ta:ry villages mar the Arna.tolas a.."'Xi butchered defcn:lante. 
Aocordilli' to wA.W;:H: ''In all di~ions the tribes sprang 
to ame. Gaikae and emigrant Tembus are aided and ~Wetted 
by Krell • e Galekae ••• the Kaffir poUoe am even aome af tbe 
Cape Vaunted Ritlemen •nt over to the e~." lfestwarde 
the Hotttmtots WCC'$ in a mutiooua mood., in the north ltoebeab 
was Ue.ptns an uneasy peaoo f the colonial burshers were 
divided an01'15 tl:lemselvea am did not all rally to tho call 
'ft:m voluntee:ro (as DUiPOro hints in hie verse&). The 
Jllilltary a&rll'ia®S were weak and reinf'oroEmGnts could mt be 
expected for sadt time. 



The schoolmastezo leoturGd at lel'..gth on the oont:r:o~rs:tes 
fiVer Colonial policy which, at this pericd, -.ro re£leot.a. evm 

in the cartoons of .Ptmoh.. Iiie opinion of meddling pbilanth:topiata 

ie ~Pi te ol.eara 

A danam on phila.nthropi:!ta now should be made, 
That the matter at h01'11e ba with justice port~. 
ot the lumUy-USGd black thq no lon&er ~uet pl.'each, 
M praotise the truths that they ueel•asly teaoh11 
Self'-denial espouse, am~ open tbe1r heart, 
fo tb&ir part, at honte its known aeo:rots impart, 
Ho'lf thel.r X&fir missions, and brotherly labours 
~ inQUl.oate in natives a low for their nei&bbours; 
How their efforts ten: ~At's, in this land represented. 
As auooead'ul, baw now a 61"088 failure pzesented. 

Re:fer:dng to the interpr-Gtatione put upon the punitive 

exp~ tiOn reported by Sir !!a'rry Snith, Hudson is equally­

outspokenJ. 

The hO'.t"2X)N of -.r on the sw• inflicted. 
Whole villagv& burnt and ccnpl.ote devastation 
Of ]?Opuloue valliee in hiah cultivation. 
0\a' kind hearted f:rierd1l who may read ibis de9pa.tcb, 
With the glowing effects of the firebrlnd and mp,tcbf 
An\ ilhe desolate we.a.te now deepoil.i.ng tb9 lani, 
~ in ignorance :plead. fOr a me:roiful bani, 
As tbe7 pic~ the savage 1n great dest1tut1c.~, 
Already the object of just retribution. 
:£k.t it known tben to all who m6oY foxm mwh idea­
That a few Kafir vrouwe will auch vlll,aaes l:'O&J:', 
In the space Of a. week, am the great devastation, 
Of po}mloua valleys in .hie;h oul tivation, 
Uuat be v:iev.'ed ae a purely utopian sketch, 
That an artist alone is e~led to oatoh, 
or a QlUJltry vbem till~ eearee n0edatb ma.n' e toil, 
Arll 'the WOOlen at aaaons just scratch up the soil. 
It is »tty Sir Ha.r.rJ amuld thus colour £acts, 
Eis descriptio• at home can have but fllee effects 
On tbe teeH.nge of all, as tbey read of the rava(S'O, (l) 
Ria «fforla fl.l'PGSS" to have workeQ. on the aavaee. 

iha:tev-or our own attit\118 ~a tho vacillating policy ot 
the Briti&h 8)Wmnmt at the t:f.nD (judging it now in th$ ll8'11 

of a supGrior k:nowl~ o£ :Bantu eoeioty at¥1 la.w) Uudon•s viewa 

were n..~al :£Qs- a man ~n hia poa1tion. !l'hat thexe were lilh1te men. 

on the :h~tier 11ho tbo~t diffa-tmtly it is true but they wol\l 

1. tt'here are n\t'!teroue documents end p:tblioatiOlUJ :relating to the 
8th KaffiZ' war. One of the 'best known is the aooount given 
by Robert Godlonton~ t~ editor of tbt Grahals • s !.tb!!! Journal. 
Like Hudson, Godlontm 'ldehed to defem the eettle&>8 agailuJt 
the accu.eaticna at . fbe'J:r opponen. ta. A different point of 
yiew. emtlr8ea in SUQ!Il pub,lioationB aa .NIVEN, Peril! Of a 
tP:~•~<!!!&V lflmil.Y, .c!tc.ed. 1860 .. 



the oxcaptio:ns. ~ear, batx-cd. and contempt ot the bla.ok ntan 

inct'e8.1ied ar.1ong the Px'O.ntiGrs:non .me, li.k'.e Hu.dmon, saw the 

bodies o£ tholJ:' frionda, ·mutilated a.ni strippod., deroayi~ on 

the vald, or mturned to 'b\u"n.irlg ho::.:esteads rlt~.,eed by ~s 

of abeeg, to 
••• the old house with its tall gable erds; 
~ugb the &p~"~.ce £o1: tm w.l.niowa rJIRf eoho tho Ydnclet 

Hudson'a aocow1.t of the War o~ tmll.m1geni or tbo Bont Corlog 

(aa it w.s 'Vtl..rl.OWJly kmwn) i, prinoipa.Uy of intereot to tm 

local hiatorian,tol" the wea:d.aome beat of hia ~ eo~plote 

never attalna to anything approaching poetq. Only very 

ocouional.ly cloea he eo much as fin:l an apt ._,rd - t4len he oalle 

the drouellt - stricken veld "J'Uaty" is an emmpl~t. His diction 

('thou{P lsaa poa1t1vely dietractinfl than Du.gmore's) is «:>ttplctely 

undiotinguisb.ed.. In spite of such damn~ ex>lllllenta Hmaon is 

worth remembering in the meagre histo;cy o~ ea:rly SOUth A-T'riom 

verse for bia attanpt at realiam and £or tbe gl.impeee whioh hia 

lines give of su.:h eventa aa the stozming of the robel-held 

~rt ArmstrOilg; 

The door flew to &tCXIUSJ am outpoured & host 
Of both sexes of Rebels whose livea wel\1 not lost, 
All covered with bl ood, oome, with horrible t10uuds, 
The men Be$king ehelter benea:ih v.omen•a e;o-.ma: 
The;y who ihw!lwe~ deteoted were inatamly ehot 
~the VoluntGer Corps llbo with dead strewed the spot~ 
OIU' mm then ~ed in, md but :few wi-th the 1hou8lt, 
0£ withataying their ham 'gainst the remnant they caught. 
Thua the :tbe wae reducodJ am. that .l3ritiDh built fort, 
Of' moet treacherous .Robole of late the %'Qsort, 
Was gutted with tiret too d~aced to let sta.ni, 
Onc:3 ~a~, now dea·~royod by the Ellgli&l:unan's hand. (l) 

As the controversy over 'the K.af':t"rarian ;policy beoame 

increasingly &'nbitte:red Rud.eon gww ~• intent on pleading th.e 

:Frarxtiersman•s oaUM. This d.istraoted him frcrn the descriptive 

details of hie .narrative m• he might have dX'&1'1ll mo2'Cll l"()Ujb eketdl ee 

of s\Xlh local cba:.."a..~s aa All«J., the sailorJ 

A thorough-br«l ta.r fran Ule siegw ot Beyrout, 
A shipwright by tl.'Bdo, no prafQSSOE Of truth- •• 
By the stz:ength of hia &l'lllr undergt'OWJd in a. trice 
1'he gt:i.niatooo was buried, diemembered tho vice. 

Any Fronti«E' is a lodestone for ec0$21trics atd sdventurero 

8Dl the Buten Oape • as .!'letrowitch ~4 :Lw.toa.ted • was no 

exception. (2) It is & pity that nona of tbam aeom to haw found 



-~ 

~@ era oi the Kaf:f'i.r liars was almoat at an end when 

Robert iliobael Rruoe wlunteered :ln 1b~ 1877-8 oanpa.ign.. 

A vol uae of his poema waa Plbliahed posthumously by hio brother, 

in memor.y o:t a 11p.Uant ttilown who died aoorll.y a:f'ter his 

twenty-:tirs'i birthday .. im:t :f't'O!n btne, in tho :rcwr \fG.Xde of' a 

hospital crowded with suf£erin8 viotinu.l to tcaf'ir bloodthiJ:&tinese"• (l) 

Ironical.ly them is no1ihil'l8' about ••K.af'i:l- bloodthiratiooa•u 

in thio slim oolleotion which inolu.iea sewxal tranalat1om 

fran the F.remh am om fL'Qn Ovid. Aocorclirl6 to hie brother 

ma.ny ot the ~url8 man's venea had been lost but th= beet of 
those preserved are two m.rratives based on Ka:f'tir l•nde and 

''Noedane•a SOrrow, A I<afir'e Iove-Taleu. 

This ia tile e1J:a.ple atory o-f a ;young .Bantu whO goes oft to 

work so tb.a.t he ~ ~ th c1ow'r7 cattle :f'or his J.ov•, Uomonte. 
In the lover• a abaenoe Nonmte 'a father gives ~r to 'till$ala.ne 
"rich and old and ug)T1 in oxohan&'o for tm tat earth .Br:uoe 

ia a breath of air in a aturfy X'OOI!h There ia a lyriois:t and 

a :f'reahneatt of im.age about "l'loedane•a Sorrow'1. which ia cpite 

una:peoted to &l\V01llt aoau.etomed w the flat, dreary pen of the 

Colonial bard. 

nson of' n.rs fa.thtn', tell me, oh Ncedam, 
Wily is ;ymur taoe 10 gloomy in -;be starli@lt? 
wey ia your voice ao obotina.te~ ail.em? 

Toll me, Ucedtimt. 

"While the tirod. can steadily together 
Drag throt the ~W:W.• the lo:f'ty•:piled wool-wagon, 
And the lla.NI· almbe.x-a in the tont 'beh.i.xd. ®t 

Tell me tcy .:>rrow. 

nFriend, tba voioe ia atUl when the heart is heavy"f 
Griof ever thm1r8 its ab8d.ow on the :f'entu.res .. 
~.en. ZenAne, acm of t!f3 ta1her, 

Lieten, ... I'll toll ~· 
uiihU.e the tired oxon steadi~y togetoor 
J>rae; tho • the oemc the lofty-piled wClOl .. wagon, 
And the Baas alumbcra in the tent behind us, 

:r' ll tell ~ my ato~. u 

1. :BRUCE, UJ!d!m the Y~lt2W•.,SS!!, Grahsmstom, 1878, 
(Pd>'bert Uiohael lh--uco li~d at Salem l).fUU" Grcbamstown. 
The~ ia a ts.blet to hio li.lei30li'Y in the SettlQr Oha.pel 
at Salem) 



''T~ll no, ~. tell ae, lla..va you oeen her, 
Big--eJed Naneute, loveliest o£ ttaidene, 
IQyetlioet m&i.d.on •monat all the .Alnakosa, • 

5q, havo 10\l aeon hor. 

"Timid. he.r gla.uce ao is the ota:rtled. buflhbuck'a, 
Bright are ber cheeke as shinirJg yellow mea-lien, 
Graoeful her atep as oribes in the vall.ey8 

PJ.ayiJ16 togethor. 

"White are her teeth as snow UpOn the mountain&, 
sweet ia he breath as scent of evenin« tl.owers, 
Red are her lips aa outepread. wings of loriea 

In Q.axi£ kloo!s flying." 

•••••••••••••••••• 

~ ttimiles which :Bruce usca to describe Nauente ( th~ mt 
pa..""'fiiw.l.arly original) cannot 0$ paralleled in Wilmot's &J.thol.ofg, 

neither d() tnv give the il!lprossion of being oelfcontaoiously 

••A£rica.n_.. 'U:rl1ilc8 ~ Nanente ha.a sane U.:fe e.rd lfcadaoo • o 

so.r.row aome wal.1tq. It its Vlhen Bruc'!l ~ to morali11 that 

bG ia lout B\20CfJHful: 

"<ba the ~ lan the white men have for Kafir&t 
One law tor black men, another far tll8 ~iaht 
"PPhy r,ot one law tor \Thite• and blacks toeethel."'?u 

"True t tt said Zenana. 

Nomonte am. the other :r:om.antici::sed maidens !n 33:r:Uco*a veraiote 

ot Bantu legerd8 ~iw in a orodibla world;. 

Fat .n ~be oattle 1n s.kopa•a kraal, 
And in bia landa the maim grew thiok md ta.l.lf 
'ialm -.s the sm, and :f'tuqt~P.tnt wsa the shower, 
And vales •n yellow with the thorn t~ ' & flower, 
Wben, 1fi th her :lTiel¥18t as Ka:fir maidena' 1K>nt, 
While the young :nor, ware absent at the hunt, 
NoW, Sekopa•a da:ughwr, ltd the train, 
With light, ga;y steps, likn ~ol.cq pa.tt •:ring rain. 

The eaxe-freo }tolai ie aontraated with her boiy ":tolllliva' on 
the grow,.i11 as sho dies a victim ~ tho legendM.ry snn.lm·:fiendac 

Doea the l3aaa la.'UBh·.? He ahculd not ~ but tev, 
M Ka.fir log;md.e suit rot wbite man's ear. 
!\fabula aa.w the amlcs, saw Nolai die, 
And do• 'the white man think the aha 'fDuld lie? 
lfabul.a.t pr0r.11J'Jed for my b:rothe:r•s bride, 
.But she hM eeeu the aexper.rt - oh$, too, died. 
n~, I have ended., am I say no more, 
Far :&\&$ baliwas not, ~nd my hea;rt is 1ore. 

lll bis attitude tollt\l'flB tho ntBjor :?rontier theme - tbe racial 

conflict - :aruce is a lil"k between the Uuinons and too Pringles~ 
the rare per*>nali ty who was able to detect " hman being in a blaok 



akin without rurming up aga:i.nst a "t»ble savage"• l3oth extraniat 

viewpoints on this eubjoot wsm anta,aonistic to the development 

of & eignUlcant imigenous varaerbeoause they tf!rlded to ewsnp 

Africa and the people Who 11 "'ed in Africa. in an .. otional mar&lrul. 

\1r.ttore l.ilc'e Tha:l!!On treated the :Bantu as a s~bol of the opproesal, 

wi thau.t individuali v, n11 much ~ o£ a. group ae tho bloocl-

BOOa:ted aaseB'&i·b:ra:ndisbing nawge at the oppooition. '!be 

l3eohuana boy ia mom likely to have eaton bia nfaYm•• than to have 

rescued it :£ram wild-dogs while ~ as !Ira.. WaJ:d rather 

delioateq hinta, wu probably }U'O!'Qpted. to sa.cl.'i:fice hareelf fOr 

motives not 1!0 entix'oly pure e.s Thoouson wcW.d haw ua believe. 

~caJ. the•e, m matter fran llh.a.t a1lg].e they are llpFOQObed, 

do JW>t by thamsel.VM (as baa already been str•aed) create a 

bo4y of ..-1 Ung whioh oan be wp.ri.«l ae "llational" in an:/ 

distinctive eenee. What then is the val"OO, i:f al\1, of these 

colonial rh~yw.rteH9 RD8Ql."ded. fran one point of' view they achieved 

ab$>lutely nothing. l)ugmo,., :tbr imt.ance, waa not even a 

co=petent -versit'iorJ it is easy to make fun ot him, he 1a almoot 

tbe worst of the bunch, his veraoe lecld.n.~ oven the historical 

1ntEnT~t of' Hud.&an's narrative. 

Such a j~ is eaq en0.\l8b, but it iiJ also superficial, 

1t i~es mmv impox'tC.llt !'actors in the d.evelopDOnt of So'\lth 

A:f'rioan sooiety. ~ore ani his companions laboured, according 

to their lieltt•, At koepUlg an intereat in English verse ali'm 

agai.nut many odde. They oM~ to seribble a~ about tlw 

settlor am. th$ BhW'age, tho ::umahi.-·w ani storms. the lion and the 

looust • about A:rzoica and 'fhat was happfJtling ~ the wh:1.te tlt!Dl in 

.Af'rioa.. All thit<J was very important. It ~'U part of n. 

preliln1na.t"Y d~stion o£ t.h&J~es, words ax:d oonoepte, part at • 
literal'Y picnoering prooea1 on a cuJ:~unl fl'ontisr. 



•'':hat aila him?" said bio o:mrades. 
une i.e mad, " said om. 
ul~i but be is M>rse, ,. said another; "he wruld e., that 
wt.d<il none of us have areen, and malae himself a wonder." 

Olive Salmtiner. 

By the middle at ihe nJ.Deteenth century Englilh 

publiBhing houses were cashing in on tm popularity of books 

about A:trioa. Hunters, traders, travellers, missionaries -

even soldiers and their wives • seemed to think it a duty 

tha.t they should report their acquaintance with the o:mtinentt 

ocoaeional.ly they attempted to wave theoe experiences into 

novels and verse l'Q'118.llcea. Many ot: their books are now 

colleotor•a pieoea • classic A:frl08lla. 

A brief glance at <me or two of such writors is r elevant 

here far, as A. C. .Partridge has rtrnarked. s 

It is 1n tha diaries, memoirs ani travels of these 
peraonalities that we must look :fOl' the f irat ( 1 ) 
evideme o£ a cultural p~tern ••• 

Such prose is usually frankly inf:~o:rmative, a tre.velogue to 

the etrange Blld remote, a description of the "lost uooedian 

scene", or mat was to become :fbr aome South Afr.l.ome' 
the wistful bygones, 

When the bland oent\U"Y &rd our budd.1ng fancies (2 ) 
Wel\3 both ei8hte.m. 

ihere ware times when these writen did r.oore than they pzobably 

inten:ledf when 'the 1r books became more than early wrsiona o~ 

tourist broohurea9 men they %\YV89led not only thoir xeaotiona 

to .A:friO& but reflected ns well the aodifi.oa.tions and dlanfP!a 

in the minis of ~ who • re oonfrooted by the Front iel". 

'!he .tir&t expedition to attempt a. serious eJC;ploration ot 

the Cape • a Eastern bound&-cy' bad been diopatohed b_y Qovernor 

Tulb86h in 1752 umer the leaderahip of Erlaip Beutler.'. (3) Fran 

tt.n onwards Xaffirlarxi saw~ enquirhlg white men. Henr:'Y 

Fmnois liYnn arrived at Port Natol in 1824 ani eventually :tburd 

himself dreasillg Shak& • s wounds afte~ sn attallpt bad been made 

1. PARTRIDGE, "Poet and Huuanita.riane in the &dorneaa", 
Egsl.ieh Studies in A£r.1.oa, vol, 2, S.pt.l959, p.2o,. 

2. .J.ii.UJJrf.EL, '1Gim:ffesn, A Book of SOuth African Verse, ed.&JTn.R, 
(1959) p.87. 

3· JroRDT;s, ".Beu.tler•a Eltpedition into the ~stern C~e, 1752", 
Archives Year ,Book, vol9 1, 1953· 
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to aaaasai.n&te the tyrant. F.Ynn'e diary has only raoantly 

been published (he kept tlw original d;ey- by WZ'&.Pl}ing it in an 

elephant's ear) (l) but r~rp Th<:lllpiiH1•s Travele (in which 

Coler1dae :read "Afez in the Desert u) appeared in 1627. 

Earlier still John Barrow ba4 "travelled in that spirit o£ 

soienti£1o enquiry whioh wu to dietinguiab the next oentu:ey.•• (2) 

One ot the most popular nti'eteenth centw:y books on Africa 

(it had i'Wl into five editions by 1652) was the woD: of an 

engineer on the et&f'f of the .East India Oompany who had been 

granted two yMr& leave by the :Ball bay lled.ical Boam. ( 3) The 

arrival of Oapt. lfilllam COrmrallie Harria at the CApe coincided 

with the "enigration of a larp boczy ot Dutch farmers... to 
e:ffeot c establ1sbalent in the wilde.nleae. 11 ( 4) Harria 

announced. in his preface that a desire ''to trace the otepa of 

the wanderers" gave an added incentive to his explorations. 

llia "passion ~or venerie" bad, ao he assured his :reader, implanted 

in him a wish to study the Geography am Natural History of the 

Cape. He waa also most amd.ous to draw t~ animals v.bidl he 

shot far '*deliniationa in books of Natural History of the larpr 

quadrupeds'' were ''.!.!£:hom being correct ••• .,(5) 

Rarr11 was oonsoiou.s of his social status as "an officer 

and a gentleman" aDOnB a savaae people - wb.i te and 'black. 

1. Aooordil'll 'to F.Ynn'• eon he WOLU.d wrap nhis manueoripte in the 
ear ~an elephant he bad, himself shot, place the parcel in 
a aack am. •••• oarry it on the he~s a£ natives or pack omn." 
When short o£ ink he uafld "a oertain white flower whlDht ltlen 
bl"U1.eed, turned black." See ~ Dim of .Hen,ry; Francis £"alP• 
1950· 

~. ro~. "The First Modern Geo8'l"apher and Geologist in 
South A.:trioa: Sir John Barrow," T}le §Ruth Ai'rican Geosryh,ioal 
Jourml., vol. nvr, 1944, P• 44· 

~. At cme time the Cape lB8 a :favourite resort for mnvalesoents 
fran India. Notes on 'the C!p! of Good )lope by "A .Bengali", 
(1847) lists Fioes for alm.oet ever.ytbing a vieitar might 
n~ted, fl'om the coat at a ticket fiom .Bombay to Cape Town to 
the price of South A:frioan beer (for the nrvante). .aDo.ks 
at the Gape, 10 we are 'told "sold &t the Lon:lon prices." 

4• HARRIS, 'l'he Wi.ld Sports o~ Southern Africa, ( 1652 ect.) 
P• xv. uA:f'a.r in the Desort'' quoted on tho reverse of the 
dedication leat. 

5· see "Captain Harris &Di his Booktt f'or information on the 
va.rioua editions and a description of the ooloured litm­
srapbio plates. Afr:Loana Notes 1.'mi Nowa. vol. 1 .. No. 4• 
AU8Wit, 1944, PP• 2 • 12. 



Having the contempt ot hie olaae :tor &r\Ythillg mich anackecl 

o£ rttrade" he was indignant when 

"Tho profession of a pntleman being quite unknown 
in the coloro-, w wexw ow:'Hlwa constantly taxed 
with being itt.t.rant pedlars, tbe tea am anuf:r-
lOY'ing noouwe never :f'ailiug to ruah. wt aa we passed 
theU' houses to inquire llibat we had in the ws.gon." 

This enobbe%7 me natural at the time in a man of bis 

education am tastes. Halr.ris was no fool, on the eontl'acy' he 

WBa an intellisent obeorver while his dmwi..ngs of warrior&, of 

(1) 

Bachuana belle& and Bwdl girle (Bld partieularly his f41!¥)Ua ·<""" 

an:imal porlraita) am ohatmillB• A fearloas, enterpriairla 

trawller, Ua.rria t:tekked north and penetzoated the territories 

ruled by Uoselekatee · aa tar aa the neie;bbourhood of !Duie Tricb&J.'dt 

in 11ha:t is to·dQ¥ th mrthom Transvaal. He r eturn&d by an 

unexplored route, throU6b the oounb'y in which .BGer and Bantu 

were fishtJnB f'o%' control. 

On the 'flhole Harri.e reveals the ~teat disgu.et ani contempt 

far the J31umman, tbe Hottentot ani the .BantuJ hie eulogies aft 

nearly all reeerved for the animale which be never tires of calling 

.noble &nd mo.jeetio. He writes graphically of' barb&ria.ns quarreling 

over the entrails of the sane he ha8 shot, devouring the meat raw, 

wiping the gaJ."e all wer theil' bodiec 

N'Dthing oan be O)noeived more horribly disgusting 
than tm appe&.l'&noo preatented by the a&V'Bges mo, sorged 
to the throat, ard beeme&l'ed with blood, greaae, ani :filth 
of the oa:rcaoo, au.~ marrow frail the bones, whilst their 
lean, f'anished oura were regaling tb.enael ves upon the 
garb•• h"Very buBb was 68Z'nisba4 With flaps of meat, 
and fNer:t man had turned beet•butohor, ·whilut ewollen 
vultums were pa:rohed upon the adjuont treee, am others ( 2) 
yet 'Ul1g0rged were inhaling tbe odours that arose." 

While in ooelekatsa•a country Ita:rria's p.rty (which consisted 

of eleven men inolUding a Panee servant) was eur.r01.111ded by ·ratabele 

warriors retumtns with theb' spoils fl'om an a.ttu.o.k on the laager 

defeml!d by Eraa:nua 8J:ld his trekkins oaapaniona. 

ayapa.theticalq of the f'e.te of the igrauts. 

llarrie writes 

\bile hOrrified at 

the barbaria of the warriora" he sb.owa a certain detached ad:liration 

for tbe oourap ot the 1mtabele. This ie his pen•portrai t of 

1. HARRIS, The ild SfiOrta O,f .Southern Atrioa, P• 53· 
2. .!'!?!4.· p.l64· ; 

' ! 



'Lil'lgap wham he depicted in one of hi8 coloured platess it 

emphasizes the savage • s delight in alaugbt$rc 

Rilnsel:f a. warrior of tried OO\.U'8i8t he bad formed 
one of the oomnando that oaptUl.'Od El'aa!ius' s waggons. 
His eyes glistened as he spoke C1l the pleasure he hc4 
derived han feeling his spear enter white :t'lealh 
lt alip:pod. in, be eaid, g.raaping his auaga.:L e.nd 
suiting the action to the wom, ao much more 
satia:tactorily than into the tousb hide of a 'black 
aavap, that be pzei'erred sticking a Dutchman· to 
eating the ld.rc• a beo.f. When a.t.ffioiently sated 
with roaat meat, ani primed. with snuff, he treated 
us to a low ditty, 1n the couree of Wbioh he looked (l) 
most killlfJ.g.'* 

There is a realism and an :lm_pa.rti&l.ity about sucb 

descriptions 'lltlioh it waa relatively easy for Harris to aoh.ieve 

because, &1 tho'U8h he waa in the FJiantier he was not in any way 

coom.i tted to it .. be had the means and the money to eaoape f'rom 

it whenever he wished. 

It was principal~ the animals whioh drew Harris to A:frica. 

He wrote of th~ with meticulous detail: 

Uajestio 1n its cflrl'i88G1 am brilliAnt in its 
colour, this species ~· wl tb propriety be atyled the 
king of the tribe. Other antelopes are ata:tely, 
elegant, or curioua ... but the aoli tudo•oeeking koodoo 
is absolutely regalU The srourn colour is a lively 
Jlrenoh grey approaohil:IB to blue, with several transverse 
whit\! banis paseu:~g over the baak and.. loinaJ a copious 
mane, ani deeply ringed, tri-ooloured dew-la_p, setting 
of£ a pair of ponieroue, yet ~etrioal ho;rne, spirally 
twisted, ani exceeding three £eet in length. These are 
thl'Own al.ong the back, as the stately wearer dashes 
throU8h tbe mazes of tba i':>:rest, or clambers the ( 2) 
mountain side • 

. His admiration of the gane grew, whereas closer acquaintance w·i tb 

nthe ba:rb&Tous tribes" of the interior led Harris to •'lml'larize 

hie viewa on the A.frtcaru 

How truly baa it been Mllarksd ••• that the state of 
those countries which have had little or no in:teroourse 
with civilized nationa, ie a diraot retutatio11 of the 
theories ot poets a.n1 philosophors, .no would re,prea0nt 
the igool'Blloe of the .savage ae virtuous eimplioity ... 
hia mieerable poverty M frugality sed tempe~ ... end 
his stupid indolence as laudable contempt :t .. or wenlthJ 
widely differing ini:l.eed we~ the facta which cams under 
wr observation, ani dou.btleas it w:Ul ever be fowld, 
that unoul ti vated man is a oompou.nd of treaohery, ( 

3
) 

cunniXJB, debauch'ill:Zft gluttoey, ani idaeneas .. 

This hunter, at ~ rate, had d.isnissed the "noble savage". 

1. HA.RRIS, 'f:be Wild §P2rt¥ of Soutbem A:f'rloa, P•l53· 
2e Ibid, pol85• 

3• Ibid,. P•l42• 



The pneence of vast hems of ga."ne ( canbined. 1fith ~ 

pos&ibUities o£ acqUiring a. fortune tbl'ough t.he ivor;r trude) 

lurecllltml1 white men~ the legal bowdariec ~ the Colon,-. 

One of the moat oolour:f\tl of the• dlaractera wan Roual.eyn 

Gordon c.ming wm :rosigned. bia coanission 1n the ~· ilounted 
Rifles to become the best known Nim.lod. of his day am tbe 

subject of a portn:l:t entitled "The hunter 'in his habit as 

he liwd. ftt 

Cl.l1lmir.g claimed that be W'48 the fil'St e~lorer to reach 

the interior of' the 13aln&ngwa.to oount:cy. He kept a jou:mal 

which he published, begging the xeoder mt to 

• Hlook: for the g:ra.oes of style. The h~f 
waried all dt\Y with graapillf the rifle, io not the 
best auitecl for wielding the pen. I£ I have in 
uimple ~ givan pleasure to the sportsman, 
or added one page to the natural history of Sou'thom 
Atrioa., or to cur krX>wledee of ito tribes, I shall 
think myself amply repaid fo:r my marcy- wander.Lnse and ( 1 ) 
wa.tohinge in a wild and Ga.vace land. 

In spite of his apolog.tes CUmm11lg•s bOok ie more entertaining 

th811 Har.r:is'GJ his style is Gimpler, lese Hlf-conacious ani more 

intimate. Unlike Harris, who thoU6'ht it beneath hi.s disnity to 

partioul.a:riae about the domestic details of his expedition, Gwnmi.rlB 
loaves 1i ttle wt. The long list of the pxoviBions for his ea1"arl 

included. a 

''!t!wo saoka contain:ing 300 lbs of oo£'£e$", tea,. 
sugar, rice, meal• £lour, pepper, salt, vinegar, "half a 
dozen hams and oheesea, two oassa o£ gin, l anker of 
brand;y ••• 24 boxes o£ snuff, 50 lbs a£ tobacooo •• 2 English 
hunting a&ddles ••• lO,OC() prepared leaden bul.lets ••• ,300 l'ba 
of coame &'UU.POwdera ••• 8lX1 £.200 in oaab.'' \lith this 
equ:ipaent aome of which waa tor barter he oons:tderad 
bi.uel:t •tprepared to undertake a ~ourney of at least 
twelw mcntho amQJ38St :Boars or Beoh.uanaa, ilXlependent (2) 
of either ... 

Ha:J!'ria admired the beauty o:e· the animals ha shot but there is 

evident in the pages· of Cl.a'7ling's book a fanatiC&l devotion to the 

oha.ae oou:pled with an awesome delight at tho gra.oe and grandour 

ot the v.tctims which ~s, at til:nee, almost to a flithraio 

obsession - to o. primitive Jtzny&tiqus" of the hunt 1 

1. CmtUlG, A.; Hunt!r•~ lil,fe in South Af.t:ioa, vol. 1. p.x. 
2.. lbiQ. • .P• 17· 



!Ids day lm8 to Jl$ r3-ther a maaorable one, ao 
the tiftt em whioh X IJ&1t' c4 slGW tbe lofty ~­
loold.DB 8iraf:te or camlogaxd, with .tlioh, during 
marl¥ ~£¢r.t of 117 lite. l had loused to :tom a 
aoqwd.ntancc. D1o• gigantio am ~citely 
beauti:t\ll NW:lal.•, whicih are aclmirably foroect by' 
nattn"e to attorn the tatr !b1\lste that clothe the 
bo\mcll-.os plaine of tho .tnlwtor .... Some writers 
ba.vw tisoQY'e:Nd uglineo and. a want of grace in the 
gira:tt•, but I cm:sider tlat he 1& one of the 110$ {l) 
sUik:l~ boa\ltiflll animals iA the creation. 

Ister in tho same pass1t~ Otaalhlg reQCWtta bia single• 

ainde4 pursuit C¥r a Si:raffeo Having -.outdcd the aninaal. 

several times he at Inn brin«G htll.' to a atc4; 

1'her~ we utood. tolJ&tber alone in tho wild woal. 
I gued in wa.er at he.' Gt:reme beautT, while bAtr 
aott dalit ~, with ita aillr:y fr'J.np, looked down 
implori:ngly at rtiC, atl4 I roally f'&lt a pang o£ 
sorrow 1rl thia momont of t%-i1Jillpb £or tbe olood I 
waa l'hei.din«• Point~ my ritle towe:rds the llkies , 
I a•nt a bullttt t~ her nMk. Ol receiving it 
the ftawd htsb on boll' h1n:1 legs and fell backwal"da 
with a heavt eratJh, llt&k1rlg the earth ~ e.:t:Ound 
he. A tbiolc. at%"9all of dark blood spouteil ~ frcm 
the wwn4, her aoloesal l imbe quiv~ :tetra moment (a) 
and 8he ex,piro4. 

'11da is not the sac 'thing a.a tb0 oool, •cientifio butcboxr llhicb. 

occupied Btlol'rio. On anoth«r oocaeion Cumming ellCOWltel'Cd~ 

••• an uielepe of the most squiaite bea1.ty1 ani 
utterly tl.nknown to sportemen or naturalista ••• It 
waa a prhloely old wok ••• ()l beholding him I 1ll'Ml 

stwok with wonder and de~ ••• At that m~ l 
would have given he.llf wbat I poes:tand in thie world (.3) 
:tbr a broallaide at that lwely antelO}M ••• 

'!'he huntm:•e C'tlOtiona ce closer to tl»se of the JO~ l'4&n in 

Hexu;y de UontMrlant 'a novelt 

The truth waa tb&t he loved theae animals too mu.oh (
4

) 
to be able to e:o .,.r.r lons without ld.ll:b:tg them. 

This p~tion with the l'lurxt, particularly with the 

Qmbolio gr.aQe a..l¥l p0n:r t:r.r Mr:tcan amm&WJ, is nO'Mlere else in 

modern 11 teJ:>ature so etri'ld.r.l8'11 evident .e 1n the pootry of t be 

Sou.th Atr!eens- Bl:1y C.pbvll. Lo:ng after he left Africa, 

Campbell wxotet 

I an often ba.unted b7 the bef.w..t:t.:f\11 tol1)ts that 
~bolised "hoaa :tzee happy" times camp1ng tn the veld.. 
Wllenever I docxUe abHutminiedq, I finci the kcod.oc, 
ela.tt4, sablo, wate:riNok, :il'1pal.a and buh"buck noataligica.lly 
boundiBB on to tha ·paper t'rcm the old ind•·finaer, whose (

5
) 

tri~ haa n:>w booome a pen. 

1. CUJ.tiiHG, A Hunte's 1~fe in SOU,tb. Af:rto~:, p.2()6. 

2. Ibid~ vol.l, p . 271. , 

3• Ibid. -yol. II, p .. l64• . 

4· de MONl11m.t.A.:iT, The ,.1aw~, 1957· 

~). OA.UPiEUr, !eifPt 29 a~ HS!ft P•87• 
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As 0\mn:lng had bee."l campbell 1IJa6 particule.rly etru.ok 

by tho lovol.1neu ot giraffes mo 
with thail" pozrlerous gait, a.ppear to be moving in a 
slow-motion film, o~i~ the air, aa if it were 
water, and moving their left legs u:lmultano0ualy in 
the sam& dirootion, fcrwat'd or beok, end their right 
lege eilaultaneouely in the opposite di.notion. Th4Q' 
rock frc:m aide to aide &B1 give the illusion of a 
clumsy slow gait. Yet they axe ooverinB the ground 
at a very great ap&ed indeed, :f'urthermore, ono da:ren•t 
follow too clo81Jly. They canmanded the abaol uta awe 
ani respect which 'I oxpreeeed in m.y poem "Dreaming ( 1 ) 
Spil"eS•" 

This simUarit," of taataa between the 19th oentu:q hunter 

and the twentieth oen'tur;,y poet, thie preoccupation with 'tthe 
sun-dappled berda•• 1a not me:t"el.y ooinoident&l, 1 t is an 

J:atad.oa.tion to 11hicil man in a frootier society (whether in 

Af'rioa, Amerioa or elaewhcre) 1a natural~ prone. 

1be mccosaful hunter OCc:n.tpiea a. place o:f' e stea11 in 

FJ:ontior sooiety. OU!rJa.ing obv10\\8ly en.1oyed the prestige 

he acquired, claiming that the tribes in the interior far whom 

he prw1ded meat hailed hSa a.s ~ of the white Ulell·" 
rua admiration :for his e:q>loi ts ~pem."S to have been current 

amoX€; the Settlers au well. The dia.:q of Adams (a, private 1n 

'the 7th Dragoon Guards at that ti~.::e stationed in Grahamstown) 

gives a m.abc of vigtlettee o'£ "Young Hopeful" aa ~ was 

then called by bis brother officers. Adams recorda that 

Clmniz'Jg :repaa.'t$dly ar:d.ved. lc.te for parade in n cap he had 

cut to ribbons by- hurling an aasegai a it f'JQn a distSJXJe o£ 

sixty yards: 

When he wmted a. larger target at a g:r:ea.ter 
distaooo he woulci tala! oft his jaokrat, hang it on 
a buah, and very .GOon it would be converted into (2) 
ra.gs. 

Once Cu:zcl1ng had left the :reg".-ent (aoao:rding to O..'le 

:runour hia departure WM not unclouded - there seems to have 

been soma .IM..ttu o-r cheating at oarda) the lcgerxio af his 

1. CA!fPBELL, Liat!t on a Dark norse, p.92. 
ln this fantaay( which appeiirecl 1n TallEipi B.ro.'lOO 1n 

1946) the firaffes s_)l11ibollv..e1 not :f'raeCI.om a.Rl. power bu.ta 
The C:lty o£ Gira;f'fesl - a. People 
'nlD live between the earth a.m. skies, 
· ··· · ·"'~ .... ................ ~,"'········ .. . 
C~ys o£ silence! at whose a1mnit, 
Like storks, the d~reem.o lo.re to neat; 
The F.a.rth, deaoeming like a plU!mnet 
Into the oceana of u:nrest, 
Tboy can ignore. - •'DreaminS Spixea", 

Collected Bd1t1o~ p.~79. 
2. ADN1S, 1'!¥!. Narrative rr4 i'}j:vate Bupk Adsntt, P•58• 

• 
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~e..'l"~e p~wess as a bunter bogan to grow. Ilia sucooas 

WAS .contimod. when h& :m~ 1o the Gra.baluatown marltat 

with two waggc>ns bd.en w-ith ivoryt oatrich £eathers, 
aa1 va.luable aldna, llhiah had been aol4 and roal.Uecl 
a COJlBiiierablc aua o£ money, llhioh ~leci him to ( ) 
stan. ~n, thia ti:n4t with five w~ns. .l· 

According to Ad.a:u.t, evt)r:/Ont c.~ th~ hunter's ecoietyt 

he was the local Lotha.rio a.- well aa the lion Bl~· en one 

oooabion on hia nturn t~ GlWlla'D.stown 

a ~A. 0&1.1 vas ei vera in honour of llia vlcit. 
Ho nnt in full Hishlaal cootmwh I had the ,job 
of polisbiDg \11> hia silyer..mOuntect pistols, sword, (2) 
dirk and 8UI7d:Q' other artiolen. 

Onninc himself wr.i tea of his LU'rival at Colooberg at too end 

of hia lMt expcl.ition: 

AI m::; 'lfll&~ aivMced into tho town, tho new 
ot CIU' arrival apreacl like wildf:ift• and multit\Xioo 
both ot men ani good-looking 1'0Ull8 'llOll'1en X'WJhed to 
see tbe old eliJPhant ... hun'tert Who hAd been moumecl aa 
dead. we were .oon wnount«l by r~ly one-half' 
a£ the population, Who mobbod ue until night ~tmg {}) 
1n dio~med the to their ho:tmt• 

!!.'he l.'OIUntio ~at the hun• (tba typical ~tier hero) 

as well u the idealize:tion of h'ia W8\Y o:f life waa possibly a 

kind of csospe i'l:'Oft realltJ, a canpcmaa~ion for much that was 
l&Oldng in ~tier aooiety. 

It tra.'J not a canpewaa.tion Which ,.,petlea. to overybcdy. 

The :l'Onkor Ad&mi, for :tnstanee, wM far mol'$ inte.re~rtecl in 

people tlltlin 1n killina animalei in his dia1ey' we meet SU..'Yfll, 

the effemi.n&te ~n; tb4 J\!male Sailor ot Fort Bltaufortt 

Private Marley whc died o.n the scaffold am. Lo11g Tea Oofl'int 

the deeerter wno was b.l.1nttld down in this Olipbu.nt• c Koek 

Foresta. 

Thouah oooasionally tedioU$, AdaaD was not l4 thout some 

ability ae a writer wi hiS Pl"'lJl! baa a simple dirootneaa wbioh 

males :for rea.U.~. Adm8 ~~ealiaod thn.t frontier li:t"e :ftU.''llit.lhe4 

&'QOd material. tor na.:r:.ra.tiw for he wrote a wrse 1'0r.U&l'.ll0(t• 

Put .!Y!nta in ~irla.nA. <4> ThAt the value of this veree did 

1.. ADAUS, 1'h! !!lf:'i!a!VO pf; ~:v,a]! ~ ~· • •, p.61. 

2. ~' P•96. 
,. ctt·OOlfG• Op .. oit. vol. 11, P• !S67· 
4• "l wrote eo;..e verses entitJ.ed Past EV'etrta in ~:t:l,a.al, 

The oopy.ritJht l aol4 1;o the JW.t~ of the O&pe Town Sam 
Slick tor :five pounds &.'14 fifty oop.uta.. The latter I 
distributed among trt t'.rJ.ema." 1be Nsrative of Private 
Buck AUaat p.269. 'l.'1:d.a pl'O~ refom to .. sJi. me 
At'r.lcan Joumal doe$ not appear to c»ntain an,;y refew:aao to 

· thene wraeaf SGmn<»W probably bad them printed fOr A4ana. 



not riee above the love! of doaprel \16 may c~ecture from 

the fol.lomq lin.e3 whioh appea.t'C(i in the Qt-Lioho:l' s Tole Juurncl 

on the 25th July, 1846 anrl ®ioh, on the cw.idence of oa:.raant• 

in tbe di&ry, is amoat certainly by AIJJI#J.u. The allunion ;.a 

to an incident at Burna ::iill neer tho hratow uhere the K.a:rfirs 

plun1.exed a baggaa\9 train am ~ offioors C1£ the 7th D:t'B£'0011 

Guardo lost a ver;;r llnl.-e quantity Of 'Cine. 

lfaococtO, ~r Cbief, to .teea.ra. 3811, !kilnie & Co., 
'1ne "erahante, 

F4:tnbur&b• 

Gentl«uel1f 
ID.W'l nc lately drank eooe ehe:rry 
ihich. ~ waa dclioioua, very 
The &Qne u near aa I oa:n suns 
You t'urniab to iile Sev«1tb Mess, 
ArJ4 t'illdinc j.n th• Amatola 
Good. sberq ia tbe be.t oon~ola, 
:t raqU!!!st tba~ you will aiNld me 
And. 'twill very muon 'betricd ao 
A pi" or two C1f t he ume wine, 
A liqum" tl"Uly aost divine. 
I've now d.:ra2lk all 1l'a8 in tho ~ 

lately captul:'ed fl'Cm the Dra6130ns, 
And though l feel quite loath to spare 1 t 
:t .tear abal1 have 'fio brofAah the olarct, 
Thia om.r the:re:t'ozoe F«:f fUlfill 
AJld u:tth it aencl o.t once your 'bi ll. 
A draft on 8CXle SOOd hou.ee ut li<r.e-o 
YoutU qui~ reoeive 

Fmm )"'ura, 
:le.oCOl!IO. 

An early ~,;.plc, :1br South At'rioa,. at the rudimentn:cy- uae 

of J.il3mod linea tor humoro'llll 8ll1 ironic COC'llcnt et1 the w oial 

J.deua wao much in deJla1d as a singer c£ his om 

oanpoaitiona a Oftice~"'e pu-Ue {un:tortunately none of theGe 

have been traced. with oenainty) but he may have takml part in 

the rondering of ~aa.tje bkltelbelu or life mtg the Eottontota 

which -. IJlmC 1D tbe tune of tteal.dor Fairt' in the Gralwt t a 1'olm 

Dlteur tbeat%'8. Th1a •·bi:re on the phila.ntbrop1stu, (eapeoia.lq 

on those who ran the Hottentot m1Uiena) 1fQD popular in the 

00l0l\Y and doubtleea broUBht the h.oUH dow.ru 

~~ liMie 1& Kaa.tjo Kttkkmbek:, 
I oane 1'mla .Katr1vier, 

Da&1:' :is van wa tor geen p l:xrek, 
Bu:t scarce ot ld.nft and boer. 

;,tyn .&. :a a at .lb • lipea school 
l learnt a Klein& .Beetje, 

Ibt loft it JUS't ae groat a :fbol 
Aa gekke 1"&ute !fei"tJ•· (1) 

1. Published :f.n f3!p. S&'~• Af#.oan J~, vol, IV, A>JB.20,l846. 
P• 4• 



It :l.a a far ary b.'an Kaatje to the aatirea ot t~pbell om the 

b:l.tina wit o'£ .Anthony Delius's IJ!le Great .Divide. 

That there should hnvo been two private aol.diera wr.i tina 
wrse on the O~tier 1n the 1840s is a ooinoidenoc. So 

far no clues haVe been :found to tho ideztt:l.ty of "Babroo, Q, priva.te11 
-

as be sigmd h1mself .. in the 9lat regtms>.t. 

'•'Be.hroo•• fowld plen"t7 of time to veraify in ~JP1te of the 

llaza.ma of oar.tpaienincJ "OArJY a£ his oompo i tiol'l8 appeured 1n 

The Grah&ll's 'l'own Joumal. Tbl majority expreas the uaual 

sentiments of the aile - whether soldier or oivilianc 

They tell .~..e that the -rl.ld eda grow 
ArOund my ohU.dhood • o ho.:lef 

fl'hey ~that all its 81.JBer flowra 
Have died, am ceased to bloo::tJ 

The :rank gran chokes their bloaaaninB - ( l) 
The buU tbat brea.thed the b:eath r1£ 8P1"1xxs• 

These l.yrica .-e of no interest, but they have been p%\taewedt 

this doea not • cam to have been the f'ate a£ lli:a!!!!t A pgt!!1 J?x 
"Bab.roo" which waa revievsd by 5slaOna in h1a Journal in 1646. 

San Sly' a OOCD::icnts emphasize the gelleral. view beld at the Oapo 

on the ftmction ~ poetryr 

"The Graham'e Toe Journal" he m:itea, "alao, baa 
been mquently rolieftd in ito mu:rd«tous and 
pl~ reporta, hs:nU feotc, and stern reali tiea, 
by a happy aprink:l.irlg of gentiment and ideality ( 2) 
:f'1'QD the sams pen." 

A "happy aprinld.in&' of aentimen1 and ideali1y" WM 11bat the ~ 

expected frail poetry. It was not :frontier W<:Lr£ara as "Bahroo" 
mwrt have known it - o.nd u Adf.VAS desoribed. it - with ito burning 

tl:lir&t, ite aa:Jegai wo1.lllda and ita meme>riea C1f eighta su.ch aa 

that of the aoldier who had been bound to the wage;on wheel am 
'burnt alive • that we fil1d 1n the extract fran Bintza. It ia 

l:'Or:l8lltio nanoative 1D the style ot Scotts 

Tbe mountains of X&fl'raria loca 'd 
Throueb momtng•s m.istJ ~ valleys bloaa'd 
With Sprtng•a yoww herbage, and look'd ~' 
The Z'i8:1.ng sun with Blittorinc rS¥ 
Peer'd o•er the katola lw:l.ahta, 
As IIintza, w1 th a band of horoe, 
lnnur'd to war 8114 alee.pleaa niehta, 
Rode :forward tribute to entoroe .. 
Gane on, ye devastating hordel 
ca;,e on, swart Chief, rebellious lol.Ut 
Tribute ye crave? Juatioe is thine, 
Rapaoioua ft'e'tohl They ""' it :for tbeea 
J\pproaob lnxt the Colo.n1Al. line, 
Ani hearty ab&ll thy welcome be·. 

1. Also pllblisll$d in ~ sty•s Afrioap. JQ\U'nal, vo1.3, Nov.27 ,1645, 
P•4• 

2. 5acl sg•a Uri,oan Jwmal, vol. '' Feb. 26, la46. 
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~e pJ lant S:tith :fbr long had. lain 
In watt :tor this audacious 'llumeJ (1} 
The camp wu eager :for the t'.myf 

h a::te back in the world of Js!iOJ?:• The metxre, the diction, 

the whole oanceptio.n of Hinta. "this chief of Ngal blood" 1tho 

a:r:dved 1a t.M :Britiah canp mounted on "A black steed with a 

ab.a8'0' mane, n is 1n tt.DJa of soottim bo:rder war£&8, of £cuda.1 

r&bellion againet a le.tge lord.. Scott, popular in rNor:f plcce 

where J.inglJ.sh was :ead, must have etwok a pm:ticularlJ' 

~thetic note on the Cape F.rontier. •':aalu'oo" 'WlW probMq 

familiar 1f1 tb such pa:Jt.sag\911 00 tbi84 

list l!A.rmion mru:ked the Ooltio race, 
Of dift'ereub language, i'Omtand face, 

A various J"aOe at manJ 
Just then tile chiefo thai~ tribes &rra..Yedt 
..ml wild am p.rieh eernblanee made, 
~ aquem trewa, and belted plaid, 
Ani ~ notes the ~pipes ~ 

To eYery var,ying claD.J 
Wild~. thei,.- red or sable ha:l.Jt 
l'm.k:ed out their eyes, uitb evago staa-e, (2} 

On Jfa:llmion aa he puaed. 

Sam ~ saw mthing incongruous in a version of Xa.ffir 

W8.\'f'are ·baaed on ranantio tales in a different setting, for 

xea.U.a appears to be the laet quality he loolo&d. :for in verne• 

It will be aeen aa14:at our adVttrtiaing collJ'IlllO, 
that ou:r poet, eatillfiad with hie present productions, 
intends to issue othC.l:'a ebortl.yf a happy p:roo:f that, 
notw:lthat~ 1ihe di.etu:E'bances wbioh mrrowxl b1m • 
beirJg n soldier, wxl now in the vor:~ oorlt:a:e Qf the 
\:lproor • he stUl finia time fOr the pleaeu.rea of 
ir.M9ntion and the sol.e.oe of the Uuae. .Wng l1J.ffN h~ 
be happy- wi.tb auch =mpmions, the OOfl.tfort eaane.ting 
:f'rQJl Which tho world. cc noi thor giw nor take awa:v ... 
the trt~npet disturb, nor the call "to a:r.ma" para.lyso (;) 
or w .ove. 

Whether 11athroo" derivecl much ooo.fori fl."CCI hia ause or 

methor he found it in a grave in l\&ffirlani- trill probably 

nev-er Jc:ncm. Harriet Ward, the wife of an of'fioer in the 88118 

regiment, (a. woman interested in everything and ovcr.yoX» ~und 

1. ~t :f'm.m !!!ntza... quoted in Sam s&v;•-:. U"rioan JOU;xmlt 
Feb.2t>,l84()~ vol. ;5 .. P•4• 

2. SCC11~, "Jla:t'r41cm." , Ca.nto V, The l'ootical. 'Jerks o£ ~ •. 

3· The advert18tment to which Sam s~ J.'efere rNll 
"In the Preu, and will be Published on the 15th Uarch ~.xt, 
in OrJC Vol., .Foolscap, avo., Price 4s.6d. neatly bound in 
clOth, ROSA.im.J:E, a IAJ;y o:f the Sixteenth Oont'IJ.t'ft .R:APIN£1 
a Poan 1n two PU'tat and othe:.r .Po«:ls. .&,y ".Babroo", euthor 
of "Hintza", etc. eto.• 
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her) cakes no mention of hu mme; neither does Adams. 

~. Ward•• novel, Jasper J«lo, .6. Tale of Wh'l.and. 

(pt.tbliehed in London in 1851 in two voluaea) is- aa far aa 

(1) 

l can ascorta1n, t.• f'iret attempt of a wr:ltor in FZ1gl1ab. to 

spin a z:mrra.tive o~ errs lengbh out of first haDi experience of 

l1f• on the cape lr'rontier. (2) .!oat of tho wente in Jaem 
J«le. •,• a.te be.aed directly e1tbor \ijXJP the novwllat'a own 

exporioncea during the 1640& or upon tales which abe p:robabq 

be&1'd :N.rst ha.Dl. ~s. Ward ooouional}¥ publiced. etcrlea 

aM articles 1n ErlglJAah jOUX'JlalaJ her beet known I!Drk WU & 

sort of IJU1de ~o the Eastem F.t'Ontie:r. (') In 1851 a !Ira• Lcm1l'l8 

1I%Ote about the novel.ist to JlrG. Hockly a.t Graaf•Rci.MtJ 

'Five yea.ra in Cat:f'orland' - by whioh 1n tbia 
fool1ah oountry • got mldl :tsne am profit -
J&otber·Goo....Oirlwaa hor nickna:a on the :frOntier. 
A aen:siblo, unpretcndirc :ut.tter-o£-fact (not o£ 
theory) account of th1n.gs now soing on. ThAt is 
a srcat 1RV.'3 at the present time. (4) 

'!Othc-Gooae-Girl's intxoduct1on to .tfrioa was as the 

auni.vor o£ a sbipwreok in Tabl• :ao..-v= 
I sat on a cheet with ey obild., near the foro­

hatob, the ship oontin\linB to drtw, every DlOOleni 
otrild.Jllr against the aa.nd., and our oncy hopes 
reatinc on the oomine; o£ the dawn, which would aho1l' 
us where n wel"8, the flOOds of rain preventing the 
li~tning - Vivid as it lmB - :tro.-n doing tbia ( 5) 
distinctly. 

Uro. lam, her ta::~ and. oomponiona wero aa'V\Id because 

tbBir ah1p, 11hidl 1aa "very stout" withstood the 'ba.tterins o£ 

thia sto111 long enough for the paasfllgen to be reaO\lOd in 

boats and taken up onto the beaab. th.ro~1. the StU"~!. The 

conviota in tho "Waterloo" ( wbich was also in the ~ at that 

t•) were. not ao luoq: 

1. Adane ~w Jlrs. ,lo;rd,: "Jror ac:ae tilne past one af tho Of'fioera 
at my Regiu;ent, Captain :Bainbriolt, had been very .ldl'ld to me. 
(He) had :l:ut%'0duaed me to ~~re. ila.rdt wi:fe of captain Ward of 
the 9ln Resi.llcmt• rue ~was a great oontributor to 
the Ca})e pa.pera, &lao to eeveral JlagUd.nes at h~e. .. • I 
havo every reason to bo prou:l of the groat ld.ndness I rocei veel 
:f'raa th~t 1~." The llrura.t.tve of Priva1! JJuck .Adams, P•90• 

2. The South A:frioan Nwel in EzWY.I!h does not 1noluie Jeer l§le 
but~ mentions an earlier ~bUoa.tion The J¥pa1:le!l §oz at 
the Cge, (1835) by Edward Auawrtua Kentiall, which, howtmlr 
n o~ oOY"era the boy•a -sournoy to the Cape". 

:S· ARD, Five Yean ,1n Kaff'i;;lam.... 2 vola, 1848 

4• See ft.e J!r.incsl:• XA!ttera, miorof1lm, Cory Library,Rhodoa University. 

5· l1ARD, Five Years in Kaf'firla.nd ••• vol. 1, P•l4• 



ln ~ aa1 bour aftewarde, her .ra~aet :£~ 
over her ~de, the abip parted in £our di:f'£ennt 
places, acd in lesB than ten minutea ~ o£ 
200 unfortunato bo1ncs W¢~ prea:t:pata.ted into 1h 
raging surf ••• oaey WC'G oruahad beneath the fe.ll.ins 
apa:raf ~l.y !aces gl.Hned u.p 1".l:aa the boilina 
watetrs, and with outstretched ama implored belp 
from the share. ~t «l.ued with 880ey and 
d.ea:pair, buret frail their sockata as tho rising 
bead& o£ the sufterero sot ja>.ll18d between f'loatins (l) 
timber•• 

1"hese experienoea Of etora md shipwreck are almoe1; exactly 

pan.l.leled in the novel when the «>nviot, Juper Iqle, esoapes 

from a ainldng ship, awir..s aab.ore aDi eventually me.kDs hie way 

to the Eaatom Frontier. 

!.frs. Ward cmtrive4 to ...,. ewrytb.i.ng ahe loa.mt of 

Atrloa into the ato~ of Jas,es l'glea ... ~Doiallife at Cape Town. 

the terrors of Kafi'ir attaoke on isolated i"UtllhoUIIOa, o1drmisboa 

between Boer and :Britieh, the gun-rwm;ing racket, Boors on tl:ek, 

a1eoion life• Kaffir cwnoila and torture • All this wo.s g!'.1et 

to her mUl. 

Harriet ~ • s fil.'S't; iapl'easiona of the fl'ontier aa ahe 

travollecl ~ behind the regimental column 11a.robing :hom Port 

Elimbetb. to Grabc•a Town, ia reniniacent ot .Pri.r.l8le'o ccxmncnta 

in his lfar.mt1w on a 81mila.r occaaion. ~ of:f'icer•a wi:f'e 

WI"'tet 

Il:o.ag1ne a vast plain of fair green xaeadotr-land., 
1nterceoted, Cld in fact divided into pr .. rterree, by 
tall, thick bushea, which hero am there grmt in 
cl\Dl)a and ca,p•s, g:l.virlg the g.t"'lmi the ~~;>paaranoe ( ) 
of a vast park laid out w-J.th a great deal o'£ taete. 2 

lt'Ntm allowing fOr the mare luxuriant, leas eroded ecce of 

that date one oom¥>t help 'tonderin« if the oountryaido ever bore 

8UOh a civ.l.Uzed aapeot. lloW&V(lr, as ltrs. llat"d waG to discovm.", 

though there aro parte a£ Albar:\v which IDisbt be :rnulJ oalled 

"park .. J..ik819 1;he shu.l ariv wu a. very aupcr£1citll ona. Jhen 

she came, af'Mr e:>me ape:ti&lee CYf .kfrioa, to describe Kat::f!rlalxi 

1n her ~1, ab~ lfr'Otet 

1. W~RD, P!i:IJ$! Y-.ara 1n Ka:f'tiir~u • p.19. 
I 

2. !bid, w~.1, p.61. 

' ,. 
I · ', 

I : . 
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It ia a bemltti'\il lan!, with its open aavan.laba, 
ita wooW glens, its he&~ m.ountaina, its green 
and tmiul.ating pa:rks - nature•• plantations ••• 
. 'Bu.t :t:l'cr4 these acenea the traveller ra~ suddenly t'irJd 
himself tranel.a.tecl to the moat eter:tle moors- st~ehing 
out in apparently i.ll.ilni table spa.oe, or botmiecl by bal4 
rocke, wh:l.oo offer no "abadow fra:1 the beat", no 
,,.~ :fz:om the atOI:!D• ••• There is r.othinc livintt to be 
aeen in th se inhoapitable rogiona, eave men the 
bunsr¥ travellers puse to "kill atd eat", and loa 
ao the soent o~ blood rioa• in the a.imosphero, a 
solitary apock b.o'Yora in the Qk.y, another, 8lld anothor, 
and,. lilce air.f deems waiting :tor their prey, the 
aaphogel.a, the ~tio vul turee of SOuth Af:d.oa, 
keep watch over the bivouac". 

Elaew~ she oanmentea 
~g in Africa ia in extrane. The ais1 

is at one DtQJlent port~ cal.l:l, the next wild with 
terr.1.1'io •torma .... ~ aonths, the lo»g dl."'U8bta parch 
the earth, the rivera 1'H\Y be fol-ded. on :fbot, tbe 
:tlocka and l'Mmia pant £or re.t'l'cahing waters am groen 
her~. SUddelll7, tta cloud no bigger than a naan • a 
ham" 8J;lpeare on the mrizon, and lol the elt:Qen'ta 
rage eel awelln, thunde:r boans upon the w, da.rkr'loas 
oove:ra tho lanl, the en'OW1I Of the Al.r.li&hty dart f:rol:l 

(l) 

the e,:nsr.r heavens, etr.Ud.ng death md terror whereso­
ever they fall. (2) 

Hro. Ward. is often guilty of that 'be.t.ll6tio and sentit:lantal 

8U8h1ng which aeeaa to h&va foum o. market in her 41.\Yf :tor 

instance her heroines are «W't to break out into euch exclamations 

u, dJ.tumaduke, my low, my husband, do not S&ni me fraD ~ ... 

She is at her best 19'hfm. abe X'C:'lains aa f'c tb:f.'Ul eo poaaiblo to 

her own oe>nsiderable pCM'era o~ observation. A passage eucil aa 

the tol.l.ow:ln6 (far: all 1 to graniiloquence &r:d faloe X'hetorio) 

shows a. ~ater d.~ of a1J&'£"0ne&s ot .&fr.ioa as ....U tLB a g.roa.ter 

senaitivity ~ wolds and to prose J:bytbms than can be detected 1n 

~ "poeuts" of oat of the erly frantler versif'iertn 

'l'here go the anoos, tossina' their tttanea, 
lo&pins, plungh~, he.l.f in plq ~ yet dangexoua even 
to their fellow:u aee bow' they lihnel rou.rn, adv· .ncina 
with eyea glaring tbrou@l their ahaggy farolooka. A 
hero of r.ebras are OCI!lpo.ra.ti vely tct.me to these eaeer 
natles• thing'BJ but in greater c»ntraat to the «nCC& 
are the heavy eilands, fat and ale~, tit m&.l'k tor tbe 
lnmter's poiaoned arrowa. rhere are ostriehest too, 
ata.l.kin8 abo;utt and nouer the buabmeu•a haunts, bat 
wary of' bel" neighbou.re, the pauw, or the Wild turkey 
of South Africa, baa her broodt far Up i n tho airt 
betwen tbe ctloar aq am the :fertile plain, riaea the 
&eftetaq ~l'd, with tJle d.oorned anake in h1e beak. 
The aerpent writhea 1n ito new elO'Ilellt, awi.ngiJ:lg to 
and :f:rot upt u.pl above the roak& and soa, tho bird 
noope hi~r 6Ud hisher to d:rop its prey upon e. 
table ... rockf; its baok is broken. Lie there, powerless, 
terribl.a ~ fatal, an\ doanod C"etcb. till your 
tol.'Z38ntor ~tu:.m.a and. finiabe• the deOO. begtml ( 3) 

1. wARD, J'\f~F :Mvle, vol.l, p.l. 

2. .!2!S.• W,'- te;s 1n ~irla.m, vol.l, p.2}5· 

3• lbiA. Jf!'I?Al:\ J«l•, wl. l, P• 21. 



Ve-q probably aome o:f tbt deooriptiOllB of bu.nti.ns, of 

African animal• and o-I birds in J!BJ}er Igle were borrowed 

fmn oonvereationa with men llke Gor4on Oulm:Wlg. 

Not unnaturally fol:' a eoldift''s wit., Jtcos. Ward e:tpbaeiHa 

that the .Kat:rira aN ~ea am not to ·tu~~ trwtted. Her 

opinion& on auoh mattor nxe oircumacribed b\lt eho was a 

'WOl'llan wbO tried to mak.e objective j'\ldsmOnta and, in sane we.ye, 
her outlook :t.a real1st:t.o and ref'reahing withou-t baing too 

doouina.:tr.a 

wrote, 
To zoeao~ the Ftnaoes fl'OII thei:r oaptivi v. 

unlor thoir lu.l:rd taak-t'llUtorD• the Ka:f'firs1 but 
their pemitted. idlenna 18 abominable ••• The 
Yiasionaries are imcf'a.ti!J&ble in t <iling thall 
the:lr ontoobitmJ but m atta11pt ia made to fi" 
the 1I'Omlln :tor mmce. Idle they aft, ani idle 
they ill bo; ancl • £ooter their 1dlcno88 by 
protecting them with t:roopa, llhilo they aboolutoly 
refuee to milk the eon, unless tl:lqy want money (l) 
at the ma::1ant. 

Her philan~ ( thouen abe probably di4 t»t malice it) 

is only a eentitlental oloak. Sll• nportod. what I!Jhe obaertled 

and oatl:QOt ·bo «QGOted to have ~ tha:i auoh "idlcneas" 1a 

typical of all p:timitive eoona:li.os. Unlike H&-ria (who 

aeldo:n detected an:t good 1n manbf:Jra of' "the le~ bneds••) 

.. frs. Ward d8V8loped a pa.rtioular aympatby for the Hottentot 

people. She pictures a soldier iu the Oa.pe Corp•• 

Thero be is, in hia bUah-oolourecl jacket, 
olay-ooloured leather trousers, .aated on h1s 
eturdy little .teed, as thQU&h nothing bad eva 
parted, o:r could ever part, the horae Blld ilia rider. 
:Bef'o:re him, an his 1181-i dragoon I!IQddl•, is rolled 
h1a cloaJq ·behind him, hil bla.:nkct, oo:rn-l ';l.O]c, 

o.nd no•-ba«• a ~-. oban&'e ot ahoe , troueers, 
eto., ie oar:ried, in the bavenaok 1n light marobins 
oxder, 8J'X1 in a. va.Uea on other oocaeiOl'l8• Hie 
doublc·ba.rrelled porousaion carbine, wrapped in 
uheep.ekin, rot.Jts ita nmzzl in a holster adapted 
£or the purpofJet arld acrose his eboul.der is eluna 
his belt. a pouch eonta.ir.U.ag tenty rounda of 
a."lUltmi tion, and, oooauionally, a canteen. ?Jlcm 
it io l"W!«nborod. that tbe ~height of a 
Hottentbt soldier ie .f'ive feet om, ani that h 1$ 
ali6bt 1:4 proportion, it ~ be 1m88ined lllbat e. 
figure he outs when accoutred :for the fieldf but 
he i8 the 1:10111; em c1ent .oldiar tor this oolo~ 
"£or all that. ne ia lteon-witted a.nl irrtelllgont, 
patient of hunget', ~t, atd fatigue, active· 
as a monkey, an:l poe aaod ot a perfect laloYrled.&e 
of the ®unt:I."J', am oooaaionally of tho Kaffir ( 2 ) 
l..anBua&e• 

1 ARD, Five .Yeal"O !A Xa.1'fir~, vol. l.p.l.lo. She mntinueaJ 
~ill the mloories Of tho Coloey arise fran the mistalam 
ph1lantbroP,1 di8pJ.a¥ecl 'towards the ooloured illbabitants, 
who a.re aG llnaolent a.s latQ"•• .A tnadmill 18 much wanted 
in Grabala' ~ Town ••• " 

~· p.l7~· 



xrs. Jard'a x.apect for the HoOtentot soldier iB ccu.plecl 

with her recognition o£ the ponibil1-;y of virtus in the 

Bushmen (a race d. spieed on the frontier as being al...'"'lOat leas 

~ .. a Bushman 1Jb:) had been :found Aban&lnai 

as a obild 8llt1. wbo is brouah~ up~ a miaaiorary ... ia one of 

the moet appe&Ung cd bent d.X"\wn chet.r.aotero i11 her ZX>Vel. 

Ber portrd.ta of the F1'0nt1ar BOers are not so flattering. 

In her deacriptione ubo ia supported by moat of 1h reliablo 

travellers of the period, 1Dcludi13« Par.row am. 0\I:!Lning. (l) 

In reading her comeaceming, o.t timos, Udly sa.tirioal 

doaoriptione Of the Dutch ~iers, P.tingle'o :remark that the 
Boers in the Eaatem r.rontiel' di trtricta wera among the moat 

baokwa.J:d am uncivilized of their countrymen, 8b.ould be 

ronembored.. At the ~~~~rut time the officers in !ra. ~·a 

novel ~ over ocnaoioua of tl:xsir Qod .. gi. ven dentiey as 
rulara am oivilir.ero-f:t (a divine ai:f't the authenticity ot 
which it never ooOUl'l'eCl to them to ~Jleation) so it in not 
elU'prising that they did li ttl. a to conceal theil' eont«npt 

for a people lho appeam to limit their energies to the 

uaintenanae of halld-to-.::lOuth axiaten:wf?-J Hero is a pictuxe 

of a .Boer :f'rontierrama.n from Jaaeer I,yle dmwn, on~ 1o 

inclined- to venture, fl."'lll the li!et 

!he captain of the bivouaot Wewyk, a hunter, 
with a teMJ almost owerad ld.th hair, a.rma bn:red 
to the elbow, but ~shed, 'Ka;fir f'aahion, with 
bangles of braa&t and a ring o-f ivory, a large 
straw hat on his beCil, and equ.ipved with le&ther 
tro\'liiQ'a, girded. with a bel t ~nta.i.nil:lg ~ee 
pistole and oarryi:ns besides -.n elephant gun, 
stepped :f'OX'\YardD. '* CS) 

Lodewyk waa obviously not typioal, but he aounds a roal 

•nougn ecoentric. 

On &nether occaaion the Britiah offioer, O:J:msby (one ot 
the principal du.raotera in Ju;pe; Igle) ia depicted as 

being acmelfh.nt ovc fastid.ioua in hia reluot&ncc EMm to abalce 
harda with these Dutch pearumta. li0118\"er' his heoitation ia 

more or lese jUstified (in the opinion a£ the novelist) whcm 

1. For an! ;prio~ aooount ot this subject oeo 
VAN m,, Tho~ \1M of L1:t'e ap de:e,1S?t!,4 in. SOU~ 

ilii~ fiction .. 

2. "l could oot but cmmune in my own mind on the Wl\Y8 of that 
inaorutable am unquestionAble Pl:ovidenoe, by the woxidng of 
whose will, li.:l\s'l.aDl, :O:an hor oxi81nal atate Of ignoranqo, 
inaignifioamo an1 b&-rbaria is now 'the chief ruling po 
in the worlcl md aemcrth her ab.ips am her ooldiere ••• even 
to tho u'Ctemost parta of the earth, 1

• 

ARD, The Cape am the Kaff:t.ra, 'rd ed. 1851. P•59• 
,. vtARD, JMEe:e Wt• vol.ll, p.)06. 
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()l!lebJ' and biB brother of:!'ioer a:r. aho·m inaide the ioc 

d1110llittg: 

The aspect at the principal a~nt and 
only a1 tthlg-room of the houae did not strike the 
travellers as invitina, w"d to Ormsby, the 
alaughtered sheep suspended :t'tol:l tba root, With 
bia bead dcnmwama, en Qrippl.ing w1 t.h blood, 
"48 poo:'iioulat"ly rcwoltingt tl.It"llin6 bia back to 
it 1n di88U$b, he fClW'd hituel:f' .fooe to fe.ee with 
tr1o enor:.ctOU.S people, the gra.nd:f'o.thDr and gt"e.Jll­
l".!Other of the ~ ily. He m1eh'i haYe doubted thea 
beinB .:Live, but for the pipe in the patrial:'ch'a 
mouth. The emient dame aat alma:rt immovable, 
bUt a sUe;ht tr«lo.r in the head inlioa:ted a paley. 
A t•pot IJtood on a little table bo id her, end 
with her feot turnod beokerds round the lop of 
tbe chair, and her ama £oldad under ll.er apl'On, 
sba loolrtxl a.a if' me bad dreeed hQr&elt in the 
l'Ouni-G~ oa.p a.nd ample gown o~ voerchits, a 
coar.o print, I:'Uimtf'aotured in ~am, for once (l) 
arxl for ~. never to )M, ~-

. 
J1an.Y of the dlCL'X'aotora in ,TMpoe: !q!e belong p.culia.r ly 

to th_, cape frontier but tb.iq 81l"e llrawn, as it •xoe, from 
the outaideJ they are bom af the kind or detached · ll1 

auperfici&l. observation adequate in a guide-book but mt in 

a nontl. 

~17 ~ years wro to :r;ntJa ·wore a 'bu.1.q ~ 

pl.par pu.:rool, emm. 1.;> .:in a. piece of coartJe cotton oloth, was 

eont fr<D this BD.lM f.t'ont1er district to >lrs. John BxolrDt 

a :friencl. of Olive SCb:L"ciner•a, living in LlnoUhire. Yean 

lator ~s. Btmm Wl'Otet 

Wben I opened it in those wintry surroundings .... 
a flood of emotion came ovar me, far I was met with 
the atr.mso, p'Qllgent anell of wood fires, :tailiar 
to tbDGo who k:Dov a Karroo fam ••• llut l t'el t aa i:f' 
the etoq beloneed, to Mt becawe thee, 1n t :t 
towr.., with ita thoueando of poople, thflr(J 1ae only 
om ~Hddes r.o-cel:t 'lho had. oem the gxeat African 
moon, or knew bow it glinted on the oorrugated iron 
roofs• or 'lillrEm the ebedow ot the milk bush on the 
d.r:r ea.rth. 

The na.nusoript wu vor:; indiffcrontly 11'J!'itten, with blots and 

ere..sureo on oo~ly (!J'.f$ry po.ge as well M grease raal'ks from 

(2) 

the dripping o£ a tallow Qandle. A Uttle later, re-written 

curl pul»liehed 'Wlder tbe title .!:f. ~!7 2f !A J..frican F!D! (~) 

1. W.tro), J9fi!r Ij:;~, wl. 1, p.lo. 

2. BRQ',1li, OUvo SObrnin!ta ")morj.eg .of a l£i.@ohi~· C.T. 1923· 

}. "I insisted. on Aa,l\tfiica:n ~!a neing publiebsd at l/· because 
the book WWlt published by me tor "WO:tking men. I wanted to 
feel sure b01S like WalA.o aculd bu;y a copy, md. :f'eel. they 
were not ~na. H See J .Crotlltl"i@b~So.lu'einert am j.etters 0~ 
Oliw So~ne& p.2Q9. 



thie novel brouaht fee to a po\'Grty-str.i.okxm «arcmese, the 

~tat' of a Ge~ misoiona.ry and his ~· ifth w:l:fe. 

It 18 nat po8oible here to atteaapt a full aesearncnt of 

the work of 011 WI sab.rein_. bnt, in any study of tho , ergenoe 

of a body o:t South Atrican literature her W'l"itinga c.anwt be 

ignored.. She WBM the .first to 'C.i te in Engl.iah not merely 

"about" .Africa b1.1t in • ·way whioh denonstrnted that thia 

a>ntinent ani 1 ta x-opls ~ an arganio pm-t both of' her lite 

and af bor 110l'k• 

"I would like to aho:r you A:trloa, st A:tr!S.ca., 11 she onoe 

wrote to Hsvelock F.llia, "I'm glad I wasn't born in any othor 
land on oarth... (l) 

Olive Schreiner'$ first ptbliahad nwel i8 largely 

atobiographioa1. It ia so mt aimp.Q' in the oenae that the 

thl'ee --'• cbaractc'a, l'qDlall, F.ll1ly anl 1i'aldo axe all 1o 

S)me extent faoots of bor own pcrslnalit;n not that the 

endearing Unol• ~ :1a a portrait of her om :1\l:the r• not 
that Taut S&nnie is a holf a€%'10laa, half slap-atick oarioaturo 

of an A:t.rils:alwr '&Onan wa she dialikedt it is rather tbct the 

budne88t t.he aolitu1et tbe in1rospeotion am often t.be aespt.ir 

other early life are an essential quaU.ty of the book. 

UIJ.'here 1e too muoh moral:l.eing in the etor.r," lbo \tt'Ota in 

ari~bsr letwr w Ellis. "blft llhc Clle u lcadi!l6 an abaolu:bely 

solitary life ono i8 apt -to use on¢'& wC~rk a.a Oxegoxy usad hia 

letters, es an outlet fbr all one•e a\i)C'±'l~rus t&olJnas, 

without asld~ too clo~ly atlwr th~ oa.n ar cannot be 
artistioally e"JI;l:M8l. ed tbQre... ( 2) 

ouw SOlu:'eine:t-• • p_..nw bad lmncled c th& ca~ 1n l83BJ 

it ._. not lon& atnce Ueoccmo h&d. 1nvad.ed the colon;r while the 

settle city of Ghhti'ltown aa still an outpost 11 civUi.Ucm 

on a turhulent fr<:rltier. The miaaiomrl.GS tX"Okked into the 

wild JCat river aroat i'ra::l there they 'tatt on to Ph1lipolio in 

the Free sta.to In l85.5 Olive was barn at the Wittebol"gen 

llieion ste.tion on th.e bol11ers ot :Baautoland. 

1. CRO.:wRIGHr-SCHRE!ttE.R, ~ .~t~e fJf Olive Sahreh».rJ p.200. 

2. ~· p.l2. 



Acco~ to her hu8batl4. CJO'oncigbt~, Olive 

rot&inad a vivid l'.UimOry of ber childhood on isolated mieaicm 

atet:l.ons, t"fil:r t:rom. docto:r, 'beactler or nei._~hbol.U'8, in & 

oountry still ~eeming with pu«! o.ni among a rat1w poo,le but 

lntoly d.oci~ated by thG groat OL.t~le killing of 1857. She 

~emberGd the journey to lienl.dtown when ab.e n.a six, 

the c:uwp fires at ~ -.a.ggon. •• the cries af the 
kiwietje• ~um the ou.tapana •t night, the (l) 
still nights and the et.sra. 

It ia on eu.cb a niaht that The §tm of ~ ,.A.:f'r:\can J!l! 
beg.l.ns: 

'l'he Ml A:f'r.lean :~oon pourecl down its light 
:tzom the blue ek\f into the w:i4e, lonely plain. 
~e dry, nan~ earth, with ite ooa.ting o'£ atuntecl 
"km:'roo• bu.shes a. tf!1fl imhas hish, the low billa, 
that aldrtod tho pl.ail1, tha milk-bushes with tbah' 
lone, t'irsor-l1lce lecweo, aJ.l ware touched by 
wi%'d and an al::lost oppross:i:v. beauty aa tM:r lay (2) 
in the whito light ... 

Nowbare be:f'<We, 1n C>ithor the prose or the verac wr:t:tten 

atnoe Erlglilh!Den had eettl.ed in the Cape, had there apptllZ'ed 

deacriptioua at Af'rioa eo true W'ld ao ewoa.t1ve a~S the.ae. 
Tl• bu1ld1~s and the people Q'l"it an integral pro.; o'E the aocm•u 

'i'he f'a:m by dqlight WM not as the ram b7 
moonlisht• TM plain WiAB a nar.v f'lat o£ loooe red 
aanc1 sparsely ooverecl by dry lai\r.rOo buabta, thut 
craoked bme&tb th4t t1"8S4 l.ik&$ tinder, am ab.oired. 
the zoed ea:rtb. eyoe~ere. Here am tba.rc a milk· 
bush lifted. its pa~oolO'!lred rodat a:ld in VfJl"3 
di%'ection the ant. an4 beetlae ran aboUt in ihe 
bl~ eed. The l'td walla ot tn~ fa.unboU!I•~ tho 
.S.ncs l'OOi'a of the outbuildin811, the stone walls o'! 
tbe "kraale'•, all lletleoted the fieroe e\allitllt, 
till tbe eye acb!d am blerxmed. l1o ~ or abnb 
waa to be aeen. far or noar. The two aun:O.owero 
that .toad be.t'OJ:$ th• door, outst~ by the GW11 
dJ:OOpld their bra~en faoee to the tumdt AUl tbt 
little oioada-l.ik& inBOO'ts cried aloud lll10l'l8 the 
stones crt : . .he *'kOpje". 

'!'be Boer-'Wa!lan, aeeu by daylight, was eve 
ltil& Jm.q than ~. in bed, she rolled am 
~ted. file ut on a ~ in tho ~t :r:z:ottt 
xoan, Td..th her :teot on a woodon .atove, am. wlped 
wiped her :t1at :r .. ca -.ith tbe comer of ber rpron, 
and d.:rW ooff'ee, W'i1 in Oape Mch &I'M)X'e that; 
the beloved weather was daane4. (;) 

1. t..ROrnmiGllT-SClmEn«ER, ~ Life ot Olive ~iner, p.6;. 
2. SOHmmmt, !£b! stoez o~ ep Jt!ic¥: Faztn, (Collinal p.l. 

,. Ibid, P•5• 



Passages such aa these depend :tbl' th~ effect l:nn 

little on an ooouional looa11JOJ."d l:U.."e •kopj:te" or on the 

litaral tre.nala~iou of OC)lloqulal pbraee ''die 119170 TIGer is 

wrvloek" f t.i:t.fv' am mcorable bJ" virtue of the aimplioity 

ani d:lreotnen 1Fi th 11hich tM auth.03!' has re-creatod the 'VtrJ!'¥ 

eight, terture am. atm.oapb.O'.t'e of the r.a.n:oc> £a.m.. 

Is.ter in h· :r li:fe Olive ~b1sr madQ a. dietinction 

b$tlli80n what ahe CAlled ttplain• w "1"ibbe4" writillg~ 

I will ex;pl.a.tn to )'W aboUt q otylo \liben I 
see ~· I never k1:low .& l write things in e. 
certain '1'8\Y sen I mte tlle::l, out 1 oan ~ly 
:f'1n:l out if I think a:t'te:rwa:rdlJ. What )'0\l mean i a 
vhat I call ••m-;ing ribbed"'. I d.on•t know wheD 
I inwn'Md that te:rm £01" a certain style of llt'itina• 
I aa obqing a 11hole chapter Of Fe Mft!! to Pee 
be::& lll1be;t I call 'the plain into the *'ribbed t• s~le. 
sometime• the plain 1& .-ight, a~tim.ea tbe =ib'bed. 
I ~ I gonerally write d.eacriptiOWJ in tho plain (l) 
s.n4jhiloaophiv.e or paint thouaht in the ribbed. · 

Ani again, in a..Y.lOther illttldn&ti:ns lettert 

Long ago l used to think iihat it ~ flrl.t& a 
d.isco,_y of mine ithat th.a:ftt ie as .tmCh structure 
in p:«~ee aa in verne. Tho diff'o:mnce is iha" in 
verM•. ·~ are ~bl.G to sao ol.rly by loold.ns at 
the l'JO:rk wbta.t the e~ 11, whG:r:eu ill pmso 
( o:r oourso, l an nm. ~ of unot1"\J.Ctural. prose, 
but of pxoae wh1Qh h&8 an art1atio struoture) it 
is OQaltil!aa mxt to i."'lposaible to di&o~ the 
le.w accardi.ng to yj).ioll. 1 t hU been oonatructed. • 
• • • tak» 11M :arat thUJe d19ters :tn ~vel,e.t?im . 
in o-c· E11gliGh ~ation• one f'Mla the etructuw, 
but! havo net ~t beon able to brira ou:f'i'ioi&m 
analyaia to btu on th• to disoowr t'Mir lD.w. 
Sith r~ tG my own 'M)r)c, l :f'~ 'Ftlat I 1autrt, 
anl what ! raust n()t, do; I know por:f -otl;y rllan 
a line er a 'fi'O.rii or a. aentence brealca the law, 
and :1 t o~~ me af!l)'l'tf to let it go. But what 
lew it b~ I d.ontt know. I mppOee that I 
QOl.1ld t'irld out if l gave anot1gb time '10 the anal.yeia. 
Th'tt- it wou.l4n •t help one a bit in one's work, one 
must Qnl1' f'ollow om's :teelins the.re. I found. 
out 1lben I ~ 1i¢to a c:bild that if I ~ 
one wrd I hid to oh~ the whole aentcmce, nnd. 
th&t writitJg •r.tbbe411 wa.s quite a ditterent thiqr 
tmm wr:t:ting plaine M I did.n"t know w:na.t 
writ~ "ribbed" meant, nor do I know now. (2) 

As these ctJra.Cts :O:ol hor ltrirtom -lain it waa not a 

theory of :style whiah Olive 5chnrl.ner held. but an inatiootiw 

:feelitle' for the ri.shtness of a. wotd and tar tbo a.~priate 

l. CRmimUGm'·SC'fll?F'~~, !l4! La;~ ~ O.live ~'&inOt) P•J8• 
a. ~¥.· 11•10· See p.161 £<rr i\trther OOiftl!lent& in Q. letter to 

:fiavolock Ellis on the same eubject. 



pJ:Oa• l'hythms tor a. pm:ticul&J." pansage. On the wuole 

:P!f stm of an A;f;t!oan ;p:e "'~ipo&J.·u to wbntMtiate ~r 

belief that ahe p,enere,.lly 'l'tt"'te descr.i.ptiona in the "Plain,. 

ro'd attecnpted to ''Paint thought in the ribbed." It U!, 

howavor, not posoibl• to make a clear diatinotion 'bGtween 

them in p:raotice £or the.re ~ po.ooages in the novel 

(:partiouls.rl.y those in tfbich detailed am :n'!Bli«Jtio 

deaoriptions help to Q:arurnit and vitalize her ideas) 

in whiah it wall.d Bimpl:)t be utifioial alJl arbitrary 

to state tbat here she ie writins "plain" ani that ~ 
where bel' at;ylo ia '•rtbbecl ... 

Olive Sdlreiner'a l.Gtt?l'c reveal her critical 1ntl'QB• 

ptoti<>n. 'alia in <USpecially ~kable couide~ing her 

lack of ibmol od.uca.tior.. ani bt.r dopendc .. ::.oe d uri.""Jg tl'~ ;uoat 

impresfJionable period of hor life, on the ferf books which 

had been giveA her, ( o£ 'Rhiah the moat infl·utmtial ueo::n to 

have l>OOl'l. Sponoer' a ~ P:rinci:t,>lea ard Gibbon's Decline 

and Fall) and em thooe l'lhich an el%t$l'pri1Jing doctor bDd 

imuced the frOntier doJ!p ~ Orodock to stock in ita 

library.. As was M'tural for tba cb.Ud ~ a m1oo1o.nar.y, 

Olive tlade an Garly aoquaintame with the Biblo i'roln wt1ich 

ebe oou.ld repeat 10118 paaaa.ges t"x'aa mrnOX'J'. 

In spite of her preoooious :r&ading, ohe nover r.ally 

learnt to 8I..ell or pt:tnetua.te correctly. Cromn.'isht .. 

Schreill$r, in his 111.'~> of his w:l£e, quo-.&a a puc from 

her jOU1"1l&l wri. tten at the age. of ten. The ~h is 
unusual f'or a child in the sweep of its aomenooo 4Wd in ito 
insistence u:90n the naoeDnity o:r solitude• 

t:!oeos loul.\Gd ~Uta :€1"0lfl the time when ho 
1tlaler in tho lonely wildemea of' ainea to the 
~ 1ihen Jlartin Lithr wep e.nd pxaid in the oonvant 
cells and oloste:ra ot Auboe down to thia n.i.netscnth 
aent\'0:0 all ~at tl!'OU.tha have :r~at seen the light 
(am) tho :fown ( :fo'wldationa?) o:f all g:t"es.t ~k& 
been laid in houx:a o£ aoluted a.rxl. silence methor 
it were in the heart o£ creat oitiea or the oolilu 
(eolitucie) of everlaet aoun'iaina, all the creates 
t:xoutha tmi worlds i:.ho 110rld b.ao klw'Ql ha.ve t"eorl 
been lade or had. there power laid in hou:ra of 
aolude 1.&nd. q,uiet. (l) 



Jbr both laldo a.t¥1 l(ynd.aU, in Ut• rlOWl 1t0l:ltud.e i• 

eectW• t he •ollt* to be fou.ntl in tbe w-at, opeu t~ts 

Cit veld :fbr which Olive (wh.en lhe WAa in ~'UrOpo) eo ofion 

p:.Wad Ma. of' wtlioh abat wro-;e, p~oxieallJ, tAat i..11 tr.!:J::l 
ttOllll&l ~X' ;i.a &lonolr. 

Wal4.o 1M eo mudl a1 one mth the vel4, with its plants 

amite ~turo• tt.a.t tho.tO u.r 1t~s men ~t secco ao tbt.JuCh 
ihe VW3 atol'lllta am 1.1po.t!dn& to b:1at 

Sadt~ .... I lie ~er tbe... with uy obeep, 
ani it ~ tbo.t tho atones aM roall.y apea1dng • 
QMld,ng ot tho old thi1'163t ~ iho timo when the 
atnnp :fl.aboD md ~· livod that co 'tt'rnad 
iato 15'\one now, am th<t lake& •m h.r< • ant thon 
t:4 the time •n tb9 little D-=en lived be:l."8t 
so amll w »O UBi.Yt a.~ u.Ge4 to sloop in the 
wild. d.O!' bolo•1 and in the •alootatt, a.t».l ut wmakoa, 
tma. shOt the buc::ka vi th their poiaolllld tt.l"rou'8"' It 
wu one ot them, one of tbe~G old. wild ~~ tha:t 
paintad thoR, ..... one 'lho w.c.s d.iffol."tmm fi"'rr tb.e rast. 
He 1.mmt to lawel her ~ .. p~tint:rt po.in:tixtsf 
pa.intit~..st and oo 1f0nfle'Md. at tbe tbinga bo '"'~*'-• 
him...U .... ucm lh• .J):Mma ha.v• shot tbc «tll, oo that 
" newr Mtt ft. ~llow i'~ peGp5,ng out tQ(1tJ3 the 
u'tonee." (1) 

That pun~ is ::enora.ble :rw i'eelf but lt iG onble 

too 1n 'tiM: hia~ o:r SOuth Atrioan lit«tt"at~ for in it tho 

Xa.r.roo 1e u mum part cr 'the ~ti"M es tutborinc Hoicbte 

ia in tlle 'Bronte nonl.. In 004iti.on t.be ye.llow :fcc. o£ the 

:&u~lr'1an uruat £a tho· i&co of em iMimual ~ boina• 

fial4o 1$ ¥Pt O"t<m ~1i haw much ·fil~c f~.J, :~w .. ,'.Wlh the 

l'a.'rmot :una 'io him.. l!o 1hinl'~ libat the ~r 1a mocking 

men ho turns upo.n him: 

"Boy, u ho Rid, "lOU ~ il&PP1' w Oc» bQX'C." 

At the •m of th<a ~ ltald.o &:ta \\POll 1iLo srourA nth 
bin ams i'ol<Wd and hl• hat al.ou.ct.l.ecl dow over hia :face, he 

.. lacked out into the lllllow ~ th&t. "tinted. O"'Wl the ve:r, 
air lf'ith the colO\U:" of ripe . oom, w ~ ¥mt'. !~.'bat 1e 

bow Waldo dUla, in l:1i3 •l&~Qt with tba :f'ana ohiekena c;limbi:ng 

COCI)1Iani.onab:cy ~ aizt; ()M ·~bed. 11s little .b.Ga4 OOft~ 

agtd.ntJt hiD blaak ourlan ... alot10 in the atnahitte .m. solittd.o 

otthe~. 

olll._....., .,,.. u r t1 _... n · •• • r •wonnr -, J t •••- J 4 t • 1 A .. • • • , • '" · I*" " IIi ..._ 



llYNitably T1:y!t ~!% ef e. f!~ .African Fl'l.'r':n has oit.her 

been overe3tima.ted ox dis:iiased with eonte~. Ccopared 

with the woa of the g%'C&'t nineteenth oen:tury novell.at. wri titl8: 

in ~land it is not a f!:2-"'at book, ~ r.t'anoia ."Brett Young 

came neazo the t:l'\lth when he pronounced it '-the moot port·ect 

example of e. :1Jnpar.i"ect rl&Stm'piooe mer written"• Certainly, 

in oomparison with JJ!:!P!r Tgl~ or with aiJ:3 oth~ .fiotian 
written ill :Jo\1th A.frJ.oa. \X.P to the ·time of itB publioa.tion, ;it 

ia e. wark of literature. liO one wae .!Jt.)re aware o:r the ncwGl•s 
defeots thu.n ito authe>x>asau 

Dle o:aly tl:Wlg that oanfo1-ta ma 1• th€\.t, one 
day just bet'<lt"e l ltlf't1 J. ae.t with ~• J.:fl:ican Pam 
by my stre~ a:t; Lel:l.o Kloof"1 ~ .. am ouch disguot 4109 
over me at tho wo~t I hM. er;;xresvat wbttt wae ao elom:' 
to me, that l ooar~ th~w it. into the Ttater and lot 
it d.rown f'or ever. O:ne dtW, if' I liV", I illll do ( ) 
wrk t:-..at eatiof.ies "'!0, but all I tare done I hato. 1 

If Olive flChreine!."' Et novel ma...~ the £imt t:roo f l o.fering 

:fl'Cil 'the .African soil o£ the crea.tiw ap.Uit in English 

11-teratuxe,. eo her wark pxovidtt.s a laninarlt fo:r &."l)tl'..er ree.aon. 

The hat'deh1ps, d.Qneera a.nd crteltiee o£ trontier life toniecl 

to oondi tion the an rage aettler tD J:"ogarding bia black: and 

bxom oo.iabboU%'11 .a l £:sa than hunans but th.G e.fftct other 

ex;perlenoes upon thi& .,:-.n wa quit..: dief'e.ren't. Olivo 

Bchrei.-..r 1t'a8 ~t at:ra.id to question or to dO".illt ~eoptod values. 

On the contrary she 1flltl p&-epsroo to GNS.ine the teali ty ot a 

mult1-~oia1 aooioty • 

.All her writing rovoals an int~a ocxnp• ion !'t'lr thooe 1ll.c 

euffer but it ia ~a:r~y ir1 TrooP£ Peter 1ialllxtt of 

Uf!:!bonalan.-1; thllt Olive Scllroi!lcr :l'b."'W tct eJCiPr&fU!J hor vic:3W8 on 

the subject of' the bltlck m.."lll a.r.J. hio l.'Olb.tiol'lEJhip ?dtl~ thG tibito 
man. Her pu.rl)OSe in writing the r10'V"el li'RS :f'ranltly political 

alUl r.toral; tb$ book i8 a co.nd.mnation o£ thQ aotivitiea of' 'Ule 

Chartered {~itish South .!fr.ioa) t1anp»JY, of hich Cooil Rhodee 

"fa~ obaima.."l. l'ublished at 'the the of the Jameaon Rn.:id with 

a Fl"ontiO!'.i.eee (~ • Photograph taken in ~!ataboleland) 
&,pioting aix o:t· :atr.fC:l white !!'.en otaniinc 110nchl\lently round 

tl"$8, S!10ld.ng their :pipeo 11hile tbf:J3· .atch three .At'ricano 

dangling in t..boil' dctltb thJ."'OS1 Tt9<>p,ctr .Pater .... wa.a intondod. to 

fi.'X'0\1S8 imi~tion. The sirtOerity C1£ the author's purpo~Se 11 



~. not onl.J' ~ 'th& ai.~ity ot tb.0 tale iteel£ 1m 
by the :f'a.ot that Olive .bad d~tectod o:ruoh to ~ 1n Rhodoa (l) 

ani it dooa not uee!rl to have been easy :tor her tc denouno biu 

actiono :p\dJlieally~ 

The boolt I have 1t'r1 ttcn has oost me no:ro than 
~ l ever wrote, .md I 1m broadening m,;y back 
~for th• Cba.t"H:ro4 CO:Apany att,~o!m. (2) 

Trooper htar Ha.l.ket i• a lm.ple youl'l8 man wt1o hopoa to 

make llia forttlllO in .Africa. OllG night he is aopamted !'l:OCl 

hi• co.:u'8des a.ud. i"inia himself alono in tho veld. 11he:t"' he 

aita beside a fire M:l dna~a o£ hia obildbood in Englom., 

hie good ·~othe:r ('Abo takes in washing) am ~hie proepacts~ 

He xeaolvod he muld. mal:e a great d~al o:t 
·oney, tmd ahe ~.Ud liv~ with ltil!l .... .All men 
·1Me mclltty when they oa."*' to Sov:tl:. Africa .. 
.Bu...~y :nttnt.a.to, PJlodo!J .. they ell l'1mlo tnt my out (:;) 
Of the aruntry ••• Uicy' abot~l.d not hoi 

Cbri!J'G appe.1ra to :Poto:r, i:-:t:roduoing himself' aa a. Jew ~ 

Pal~stine. A lo~ dialogue ensues which takes up the sreater 
part of the novel enabling tbe atthor, tlu:oucb th(t words of 

Ch:riat, to ooniaan those white m.en who aho• no bxotherly lema 

~~the AtriO&n• 11hia U ~a Ver'f tbinl.y disguiHd 

attn.ak un tbe atxocit1es par:pE'ltmted. by the. canpany 4tttir:w the 

~abel& riaing of 1896• 

Rhodel 1.- qu::rted a8 e¢ng, il! prefer land to niBJror•U; 

milo the un:reelina, unChriatian c:tti ttde ot ·l:.hooe men lho 

simply &dOJlt the views o-r otherc 1dlo ehould "now bet~r ia 

:revealed in the a.""iJ.esc oonv"'l:'lJa;(;ioJl ot J?<.roor. Peter 

confides to Christ• 

It' a bottor :t\m ••• ltavil'l(! tbano bl.aolt li'O:nG'l'l 
than whitma. The wh.:ttes ,ou•ve got to tupport, 
but ·tM nigrccr• support youl And when 1ou 'vc done 
with tt:IJn you can just get l."id of thct..'l. I'll all 
l'r:n: the ni~ l' e;al•· (4) 

The ~per n.'\ive~v explains ho• good be Wt\8 to tlfO gS.rls 

be had., am how one hA1 the impudenoe to run of£ wi. tl.t her oc 
-·· •• t~ .... - ...... ..,...._..,.._ ___________________ ....,. 

1. ··~ na.tu:mJ.q teols anxious about him. Arq aod.dem to him 
-.ou.ld, l bcl1ow, meam the puttir"J/l back o£ our SOuth Ab'ican 
developnent for tifty ;yet\l:thn 
Leirror to tt.T. steed~ C}tf' iiflUGRT-scr:nr.;:orr::R, Til• l$tton o; 
!Jlive Sahrei~, p.2<1i. 



husband. One of tho W<rlen Wa8 going to haw bia ohilcb 

I expect they did 8'tf8'il wiih it bofo:r:e it e&mof 
they've no baarls1 these ni88orsJ tbeytd think 
natbin8 r4 doing that with a white tllVl'• child.. 
They've no hcar'ti&f they'd zother go ba.ok to a. (l) 
blaok man, howenr 111Qu've tzeated tbeo. 

G!94ually, thro\18h tb1.a 1illple, very alunsy llterar.y 

device, the bNtality ~the Chartered Company'e policy (o.a 

•U u the immorality ot the Tien bald. by so l:lal\Y white 

man in A:trioa) 1e S!q)Oaecl. The theme ia developed. furthczo 

tbrou6ll a aeriea o£ dull and somewbat mawkish po.rabloa. 

Evatua1.l.y the stnnao:r tells Peter that ho bolonp to~ 

the atzoongoat oanpq- on eat:1h··• e have &tong (a) 
us oen of aww::~ race w f'3:oal evers l.mll. 

O'hrin oonverts Peter to a Cbr1atiant hmlanitarian theOr;y ot 
race relat1onabipa; 

In that omall opot when alone on .-tb your 
11111 rules, bring there into being the kin8dcm 
~· r.ov. ~ur enemies, do good to tha:t (3) 
tbat bato 10\1• 

In Pa..1.'t II Peter :finds bia ocmradoe and a~ bis 

CAptain l1,y tol.l.in8 hill. tbat be boa no moral riSht to bang a 

wounded nlseor wb:m the eoldiera haw foUlld b.1d1n6 in a cave. 
All a result the infuriated c..Ptain on\era that the nisb"er 

"be potted first 1lh1n8 in the oo:r:nirl6'' mXi that Hal.latt is to 

do the shooting. Durltn8 the ni8bt Peter releases the prisoner. 
In doing ao he 18 cU.eoovend aDd deliberately murd.Ol"ed by bia 

oanmu.:miirlg officer. After the inoident ono o-r the Bnglieb:aen 

in the OOIII*'W acl.atma, "'lhta ie no God 1n !Saabowand.." 

Aa a liw~ WOl'!c: the nom 1e ve17 poor. lt baa cwon 
lose plot than '!he S!R!z ot an 'A.t!iO!:A J!e, ani neithor the 

atm.oepbere ~ tbe l.an8uaea oomptna&te :fbr this laolc. It is 

too fftnk:1y evall&')lioal in tone, ite silnplici ty - though 

sinoere CJO\J6b - is w1 thout the pasaicmate imagirudii ve intenGi't7 
whiol1 1 e 1\laponaible for so muob of the att):sotivenoas of the 

oarli~ novel. l'leVertholesa the atory of T:roopar IIol1r.et 

mbod.iee (11bat evon the ccet aupal'ficial obavrvor of codom 

South Africa· will moogniv.e) two total.l;y' divergent a.tti tu1ea 

towards the black. man trhiah am part of the fabr1o o£ our 
sooiety. A wr:r alight inciden't Will eo.rve to illustrate this. 

1. SCHRr:tJ.:R, '.l'rooP!r Peter Holket, in d!!hpn!lODi, p.69. 
2. Ibid. p.l02. 

3• Ibid. P•l87• 



'l'he at~ in the nowl queations Petu. u. aaka him 

tby he t!U nka it ri.8ht that the Armen1ana ahould :roalet 

~lh dottimtion when be th:1nke :lt W012iJ that the bl.aok man 

should rebel againai; the 1Ule ol the Ohartered ~· Poter 

replies, lti:nlt W a:N 1il1 te lllel, aoi •o Sl"G the ~ • 

a.1.most - • iben bl glanced at the ~·s dal'k face, on1 

a:lde4 Q.Uiokl3, "At lenat, tt•o mt 'llM c»lour tha't mattora, 

you~. l mthes" like a clck faDe, ta7 motbor•s GJ'!Ill am 

'brolm- but tbe Almcdane, JOU lalow, they've sot lt:>JlB hair 111m 
ua." 

tt(b, it 18 1he bats', the, that mattem1" aaid thB ~ 

To aeyona :tamilJ.a.T.o with South A:h-J.oa thia ext:ns.ct ha.a a 
strangely mutempomr.r rinB• li'):t> all ita ~ejune lf'buoture 

T!09PO:t Peter~ in Jl¥hen!lat¥1 oaptuxed ld.th friabten:ing 

ol.sri'Q' 1 the anotioml chaos a:n:l the lWildled th1tid.ng on the 

quoation of moe which »e:t'.P't~ hameoea so ll18ilV' l~l :1 ab 

t;peakinc South A:tr.l.can.. l:for is tbia. by err mea.n.e, tne onlJ' 
«ranple ot the Ullallm\Y intiabt di8,pl~ b7 Olin Sdlftllm r into 

tbe !l1l:d o:t he I" CCNn.,_u • both EDgliab and :Boer. 'lhSJ!tWta 

on Spsth Atri!!f! (2) (ooUeotecl am pu.bl.ilhecl b7 her m•b&nd 

~ ~ after her death) btn w:ritten before 1he Anglo•.Boor 

war, desorres to bo betts 1mo1rn. !Jheso ·~ ezoe rsr more 

than aoc:ure.ta obaezvat1om on aooial life ancmg tbe fl'ont1er 

ta:lllael'af tl'l.tw are, 1n aa:&V' oasea, aenaitlve, .PZ'O~ atud.iea 
of the ~ople abe knew am lowd, l.inkwl4 nth an al.Qoat poetioal 

mn pl'Opbet1c OCIIQ)l"chcms1on of tbe cxunple:Utiee of tbe So..ab 

Af.r:l.oan IOeDI• 

Too of tho best ~ ~. ~ !!!r d WM f!Xdl.ol()&T ot 
'@!! !:pe£ atzeea the eztracm!:l.mq isolation of tbli> I»or - aore 
than that o~ my o1hezo 8111g1'8ni to Afr1.oa- ~hie pa.Nnt. 

peoplu 1n Europe• 

he baa l'lOt lost his -.oe 17¥ minglJJ:lg it with the 
bm.-baoue people a:ong 11Jhcm be settled• yet b.e ie 
aa much ~ fJ:at:l the landa ot hi.B anceo"to.l:'e 
a.u1 ban Earo.Pe, aa ~ three th0\UI81Jd. imneod 
of two hlaDdred )'6&11'8 he4 elepeed ld.nce be lett it. 

1. ~cmm;n, TJ:g9J>!!: PG:ftet fi!l:.mt 1n :'iaohon!:l!\111• P•90• 
I 

2. ~ Thol$18 m South:¥;1~ Fieh.er Umd.n, 192'· 
3· Ipid. p.69. 

(3) 

(l) 



Olivo Scl'.&roim~ giva, mong O'thu reaaons !'!# tbie 
iaolation, tbo aoo r&ltlJCO o:f the 1"1aal... lbioh out the 
hODhur .:kJor a£~ amoa~ aCI!lJ)letel3 flooal!lu'ope becau38 he 

could no lonaor apellk a li:t.u'o:p&an 1~. IJ.'b.e oQ:ISGX¥'atW 

and iUJ.'bemlia which '101"e abea.\V .a lUQ'.kod & :toat>.:a:e of 

South A£rican 1%ontier aooiety \?CJL"e ~aoed by 'this iurthc' 

sevo:rance ~ tbs E~ of tho ~ Revolution and the 

R.a:na:ltio Revival. 'b ie~Jla.tion Of the .Atr:i.kaner d:W mt 

leave the Enaliuh spsaldng aottler ani hia 4eacendants 

unaf1'octod, for tbe la'ontier waa aotir.tf:t ae a oont1nual .-,1-ventJ 

1n:eak:1ns 4om ~era botwoen Boer and llriton. 

Olive~, tor m&I\Y years, .tancla alllost &loDO in 
her l."'CCpition of he1' African et'1vi1'ormlollt as on orcan1c whOle. 

She ~e at the om subtle but 

»ve~ real bond• which urd:ted all South Af:rl.oena, 
ancl dif'!erenttatea ua t:r:om all other peoples 
in the -.mict. 1"'b1e bom is oC" ntnuro of !tM§S 
iteolt." I I I I 

(1) 

lb' thie ebe did J¥lt moan that abe woa an edvooate of .ud.acesonation 

(abe was not) b1zt that the va.r1oua ~aces in 50\lth A:tri.= ware oo 
illte1'tlepcmdent upon <me anotb.cr tha't ~ 

~r a ~, an ~:Uab'An, a J..,, anc1 a 
native am su.pn::lmpOaed, thee is that comcson 
South .Atrioan ccmd1 tion through Wtdoh no d.ividl ng 
li no oa.n be 4:ram. b ODJ.y tbm ot organianUon 

=~ ~&\~~ ~~ ~ ~~!ion.tt (2) 

This u a tar C1lq :O:om lira. a.rd who ClltOl.abled "People are 
begiJming now--a~ to know ._.. Katirland iatt but who was 

a0&1'Qely in a p®tion to oonceive of '•KAf'irland•• in auch toxma 

ae OOGUrre4 to Olive ~r mo deeol'ibtd it, as aba ~· it, 
t'l'QD the in&ide& 

H£e and ~ a ffJfl tu:tta of grass or 812&11 
suooul.E!ltt plmta ba4 apt'UDg Up among its stouaa, 
am on the veq oUlrlit a oluu;p or priokl7-peo.n 
lUted theb thol'l\Y aJ.W~, &ld re:tleotocl, ae 1'%CIIl 
miftors, tt. moonl:lDrt on thaiZ' broall, ntlal\Y JAtavoe. 
At tbe foot of tbt WJ.cop~e" 161 the bomesteat. 
Fir8t, th'J IJtane•waJ.led Uaheep la:'a£U.a" &t1d xatt.l~ 
hute; be~ them the dliGllina-hot.UJn - a ·~ 
red-brick bW.l.d1ns with thatche4 l'OO:f. 

1. ~ ~te on SOU'tb; Afii:1ca, p.61. 

2. ~ 

,. ~· h Stgr.v of $ Sgtgh ~ l'!mt p.l. 

(;') 



Be:f'ore that 4G:Jcription oould bo writtcn,mon liD Harrl.s 

hid to aplore the :f'l'Onties", to diao:>ver what thev- could of the 

actual ~ical mture of tbo southern pa;rt of the oantincnt. 

At tbo aatue time, ~lel with this p:r:oco & o:t Stplomtic:a, 

the hunters WOJ.'O £arnili ari&ins English speakina 10 ople rith 

the IUillles .00. cbaraoteriatioa at the imisomua ild life of 

Atrioa. :ETom ~· s gJra:f'fe to 1ib.G peon fl::/ ltlioh. Olivo 

Sobl'einar described aa ~her ailver eggs on the :tarroo­

buah thet"e wm a m.ultitu.iG o.f' livl:lg :fOJ:!tlG atrango to Europe 

to wbiah bo1h ft'1 ter ani :reader needed to bo imroduocCL. 

(D) final exanplo q help to show the signif'ioant 

devolopnont in ibia plt)0888 ot aoo~tiaaticn 'fbioh bad. token 

place b~wom Harris am Sobreiuer. W.oia example iB the use 

whidl tlw noveliGt nakoa of the ancient thoJlo of the bunter in 

the etor.y which tl\9 stranger telle Yaliio. ( 1) 1\lere ie :nothing 

nacesoa.ri.ly "Afriean" about this cllegol:lYf that iG, nothing 

obtrusively so. Bo~?aWl", the desoriptiono, cuOh as that of the 

"vast white bird., \'lith Gi :brw wings ou.totretched, ae.ili~ 1n the 

enrlaotillr blue," do not bolcng ezrtirely' to Europe. On 'tile 

other hatad, the theme, ccta Bec-oh £or tmth, manta ability to 
adl.iiMt grt.a'tnesa thxoU(Sh hia om effOrt 1, thrGUgh his <mn 

ouffeing, is drum :t'J:al i4eM lb10h Olivo Schreiner l".a.d learnt 

fioa:l hDr oontacta with '*Woatom Eu:r:opem Civilimtion11
• P&l't 

ot tho interet o~ tt. atory lies 1n tbiD union and in the fact 

:that in "'.Jaldo's stra.r;JGer11 the bunter on tbe .African .Front ior 

ia m 1oQ~U coteemed. like a bltcllor, with rn :t, bttt ho.a 
beoolne a h~ in eea.rdl o£ 'l'Wth. 

I 

' . 



~cti~ in 'ibe bNS.n•s xoofuG 
sec noff the nuepte ot JOur pri:ri34h 
.And ai:f't the &Old dust fYl your dreenu 
~m dr:lfted sand.e of tme. 

Frau tho 4&N in 1867 when & i'a.n.ner nsned Van Hiekerk 

nctic:ed a g.roup of c:hildral playing llith a strange briglt 

stane, beam a seriea o:f EJV«tts which radically affected the 

hiato~ of .Afri.ce. e<:Rdih of the Ulnp;>po. For three centuries 

and more the WCU!'ld had sail&d past the Cape o£ Good Hope in 

neartil af' the rich&s of the east1 little <1re0011~ ~at wealth 

lay hidden l'l0l1ibwazrdo: 

It was too &OQd to beliove • ar to aaue 
pe:rbapa t«> bad - that there lbould. atddenly oome ( ) 
a }®tb.<ra of dianonde frar, .among the Hott.ent;ota. 

1 

Lese then twent7 ~rs later ... when the Kkberley d:Lemom 

digaings hail g.r<an to a. ~rawling town ... the fUturo c£ 1l 

~lative~ aimpl& :f'rCiltieo society was l»devillsi still further 

by the cU.acovery ot "tb.& gmatest gold1ines of all history, 

ancient and modem••. (2) 

A prOO.ominantly ru.ral. communi:ty was f'aoed with the :prospect 

. of urbaniotiCJ:lJ a new anl ooowlex element lwl ixJrr «led South 

Africa. Wbem the buck h.ad fa.llc ta the huuter•e gun, w~re 

the hard.-boy etUl euarded 1be oattle thrwgil 1:he hot ou:raer•• 

d.av', the mntieranan mtchecl. the begirmttY£a o£ an tnduatrial 

revolution. In Em-ope sam a revolution had bem pa.inful 

emugh but hexo, in Afx'ioa, th&re lF&s to be almost no ;nriod. of 

trrmaition to Ge the pangs. Within leiiW than a mn'D lii'o­

span c:Q.ties ttOuli repl~oe the wtspma, while a miSO'Ollo.nc.."'Ue 

population of' ainers, teehnioize, tJ.:na:ooiere, trad-ers, 

adventu:.t"CU'a and. mmittat'¥)0 mm was p-ojeoted into t:rontier 

society. 

1. TROLLOPS, South A.:fri.~, P• 153• 
2· DE m-:m:t:Jr, A Hietorz of SOuth Afdca, p.ll4· 

"FrO.-n 1886 the ator,y of South .Africa is tllEl atar;y 
of sold"• 



The gold upoa1ts t;:£ th'8 ifitwatersra.ni wee in lcnr grade 

oraa, mald.~ cheap labOtlr easontial if minil'l8 was to prow 

profitable. As & reeult tr. black man as well as tlw whit e 

was oa'U31t up m the atrcng w:rrents diet<.rbil'.lg tl::le old paetaral, 

pa.tria.rohal WlP\Y of lif'e. Antoey Trollope• a shrewd, painstaking 

observer, rec:xadecl hie i mpreaaiaUJ at :K.imberley in 1877• 'llho 

di881nga, he ootioed, wara attracting tb.ouiiiLDis of black n .. n to 

work tor money. Work, ~TOlloPB belieWd, waa the ~st civilizer 

ao he smr in tbe apan:li.ng indwtzy & bqpG tba.t the m.wge :lisht 

be transformed: 

T~M~y am not OLriatitilla• They do not ~'Gt care 
much abwt bxeechee. by do net go to edl.ool. 
But tmy are order~. '!'bey OCllt'e to waa.ic at au in 
tb.e morning u.nd they go away at six in fue ew~. 
'lbey hwo an hOur in the middle ot the dq1 md know 
that 'iley hwe to work d\ll'~ the ather mum. They 
take 'their meBls :r~'-larly anti, what ia tha best ot 
all, they axe learnixg to opmd their JJt>flt4.Y instead (l) 
of (N':cying it back to their <ib.icfa. 

In 'the past m.m hsl 'beon t(X) busy ~uildi r.g ani proteotirc 

aettlsmnts to mte •raest now, fCZ' the moot p.rt, they were 
too busy maltj ns and losing f'orrtunsa. Hare and there i:i. t:an, 1he 

merchant Albert lb:oderi.ck (Z) for instame, aaribblad away in odd 

manonta 11Qht-hearted doggerel wbioh 1a still oa.p&ble of l'WBlaling 

glimp89s of his world1 partiOI.llal'l\Y o£ U11ilmder eooioty bo:fb:l"e 

the Anglo-Boer war. 

The servse o~ eetm:ngerne."lt :l.s still p-esalt in 1\:!.'0deriok, ns 

in "The ~led Bell", 

And allis left bohilxU an exile~ :t 
Kwrt mwr more be mard whs:m I was born. 
No JlX):r:o bm·m r,~lif.h lasses in th., oorn 
Sha.U tum to heat' lle • the are drturS nigh. 

HO\Y8V'er the nostalg.iG 'tmle is ro looger the cbnimllt ones this 

Ximborley trader adtnowledps in his writinS that be belongs to 

Afrie& in a -v that 110uld. bmre been i~~QX>aaible t::> the f irst 

1. TROLUlPE, ~h Afrio~ p.l'/1 

(3) 

2. BT{{}lBRICK, ('B:rod:d.ck) A, Many o:f hie vomes appeo.red in loo&l 
nanpapera under the pseudo~ of "Va.al J?Cla•• awl ''Transvaal 
Ellglidlman" (the latter a pen-rlBie soon to be nude :impossible 
by the Boar ttar). Jhoderick publiehod two volumeaa ,Wtz 
±MGtive fa.naiet in V&XH1 .Pr&-toria., Cel.liere, 1675, a-1d 
A Wamerei£'& f!J:l;Y!!~, =iiili\. 1898• 1'00 seoond w1\Cle wae 
popular enou&U tor a sooond eiition to 'bo p;~.blisbed in 1905 
with forty-one illustratioll8. 

3· !2!«!· ·~• Ea:iled :BeU", Fifty Fq&tive ll'aneios in Verso, P•5· 
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DlBLish oettlare. Broderick's doneetiaGU<n in Africa is 

evident (to give but one imtanoe) in the mtural way be 

reci tee plaoe namea: 
Ie it put the lilueberg, md thxo~ the fly, 
Wba::ro the :1en of Zoutfllansbarg \UJed to die? 
l8 it nortb Qf -Japog or Sekookoon, 
• • • • •• 
Noa:r Origatadt or st. !it.tQia •s Bay, 
Where beape o~ the bones of our fathers lq? 

(1) 

Raading P.roiarlek one beootles aware tmt Pr~le is still 

tte domina.'lt .. liters.r:t• influence upon South A:Crio&n versifiers. 

"On t1le R;)sdu is 'the merohRnt' o version of "Afar in tm Desert". 

IJ.!le theme il.s i.4ent1cal, even. 1D the inclusion of "old S.,;artboy" 

ee a. subf'titute for "the sUedi nu.bboy .. ,. 

Oht give me a 'Spider', with :four trotting mgtJ, 
When the aun ie jwn tipping th• thom-dottod. oragaf 
\'Jhen the veld is U ~pa:rkli~ with dew-dror,s of light 
Tha:t hare :f'all'n :t'.rom the fringe ot tba mantel o£ Night I 
With a eood dlw· in fx'Ont, md old s-rtboy behmi -
And not e'en the tiniest olou<l <m 'the r.tind• 
17b.en tbt Town with its ~, full ~,..£ troable md care, 
Fadea a.wq u·~e the &'llOlla £'.rom our pipes in tho air! 
And -the 'reythrnica.l ·oeat' ot the bOoi'e on the graUnd. 
Lim the mus~ of s:>mf&l brave old we.r IOt\8" m~ aoundl 
Ob, it•s pleaunt to live tOT: long dqa ~ tho road, 
Far f'r~ !tan ~1d h1a 'd1gc;i.llg" •, <Xr" settled ooode'- (a) 

Thie has certainly m pretensions to "poet:r.r"• All the same 

the ranantio 1bem• at the traveller aorosa the veld, acro:as 
the desert, 1 tbe lone man in aea.r<il of p~ce, Blfay flv.l1 '*tha 

busy hun ot .oen" ie becani.ns established ae a recurrent one, 

in South Afrioan ·~iah m ti.ng. 

'!be «.taraotera in B1'oderiok•a pages are oowentionel types. 

ofost o'£ tha am in m W8'3 peouliarl.y Africa.nt tbey mieht just 

$8 well be in California, or Almtr&lia o:r the Klo~ke. The 

digger eapecially has boen other plaoea bofQL40 am 'Ci.ll pousibl.y 

be er¥l0Untered elenbere in the future, bu.t here b ie for tho 

first time in Southern A Moa2 

Here l:tea a digger; all hia chips depu-ted -
! aplint of nature, brJ.ght, zm:l ne'er dam-bea:rtecb 
He worked :ln m&l\Y claims, but now ( tb.ough stump$11} 
He' a got a claim above that can •t bo junped. 
May he turn out a. pure and spotless 'twiS'lt", 
Wben the Great Judge shall sift the 'riong :fl.'Om risht, 
And • a..v hie sQll, released :t.'X'Oll this low .'Sabol, 
.Be fOUBi a gan on God • a ~t sorting table. ( 3) 

1. .BR®rJUOX, "'!he lbtter Land'', ;FiftY ~ti.ve .J?4noioB in Verso,p.3. 

2. .!2!4• "On the Road•t, A 'iarrlerer'a Rhylnea, (New .a..l905) 

3o I}>iS, .. Epitaph en a Diamond Digpr", .Fii'tz f!.lfe.tive Fo.nciea 
:1.n Vorae.. p.eo. 
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W. Al'G re:sinied. of tho uneasy ma.rria&~ between ~cnticr 

aDl a muahmanil'l8 urban aooiet;y e.!J the f".igu1,. Of the idealized 

h'tmter pops u; ugrdn bosidfi tl'.e rli58Vl 

In t.be wll.d :forest half' hi~ li:"e was apont, 
R1e book was Ne:tU:re, and in leaf a.tld troe, 
And 1'0ck, end bird, a.t¥1 beaSt, bia eJ'8 oould eee 
~ great C~shor'e a:esoOBO onrthmri sent. 
• • • • • • • •• 

And. on tbio naro•s g:m.ve (oon.rce known t o :fa..'"'le ), 
\iho in all trial.e still lived uniefiled, 
let r;ml.:J thia ce written '.ooath his~; 
ttmt~>VE .AS A LIOU, s:mPL£ A..c:; A CHILD"· (l) 

At timas Broderick doscrib&s the petty irritations, tbe 

diao<r.~t'ort• of f'.rontier llie t'.rom the poitlt o:f view o:t the 

ecluoatecl Etlgliamtan who baa nat ;yet managed to forget hie exile. 

The wree has m distinotion M tho of'f'eot aimed a ie realiatio. 

fte unf~to 11Rooillek" 18 pictured tomented ~ants, tidte, 

enak.os, loouate and the :Mat of the sun. Fl.ios I!Jifll.m wert~ 

food, tho cutton is hiah, inadiou.s thite anta crawl 

I'Jown through tbe tJlatah, in thl'ougb the wall 
Eat up ~ur ~rs, awcllow )'Our be«na, (2) 
Cane down ~ur bookahelws in tiny s~. 

Afrtoau soena:cy offer:s this CU. no oonsolation. In too 
~ be llla.OO.ora no•er the green'' (a ridicUlous wom 1br the 
multitw.inaus yallqn, brown. ani lilacs of the district 

llt'OderiQk .a deaor1Mng). The •na of ~ace ia :oot felt •• 

exhilare.tingr 

This en:lleas wute can never start 
Dear eluuiberi.llg men•riet: i'ran the heart. 

The absenee o't arq !nw:rir.rt o~ men upcu tbe landscape, o£ tJlti3 

sign of oivilill&tion. depreaaoa the exiltH 

lil!e:w Ul'\') the mnga, the deede C1f fune? ••• 

~lhoXG a.t'C) the Castl~a? ancion"' Halle? ..... 

Where arc the gro-reu, tho eta:tely trees, 
}lraathing ar old-world ~torieo. (;~) 

·-Ol.·oe than the JtJOnotoey of tbe la:radsoape ia tbe lack of any 

oulturoJ. stinrula.tiont 

1, .dRODfmCK, "lJartl.o~, tbe Hunter", A \fanlenr•a ~Gs, p.l9· 

2. ~!!' "African .3i:trter:.nt A iTf!!ldel"'r's ~a, (11$w od.l905} 

,. Ibid. 
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lt'.a a ehame 
TC!I pass one• s life in thi$ dull Wl\Yf 
Wha-t shall we do? o:r:> think? or a~ 
Shall we sit to89tl»30', dear, aW. read 
!hat•s •.14 of' the A.Uth<W of "Adam .Bade"? 
Or what lisa Braddcn lately tella 
Of hOrrid •w:eta, ard dl'ope in wlle? 
Or shall t~~e read in pleo.aant pain, 
Foreter, llhilo Diolteno .. lives" ~? 
Or shall lighter matter seek? . 
A UJBga:ainoJ a. guart critique? 

(1) 

To the ~r, ·t;he h'Wltftr, the adle, .ili:Vd.el:iok a.dded 

the by l1b1r f"amilia:r figure af' the JeWJ _partioul.a.rq tho "IS:loua"· 

who hati lllll.CW 8. io:t·tune b.uck.starillg am Wt\$ no·w rwd.ou.& to 
ostabl:Lsh himself in colonial aocietya 

l have a ple.ee '"-w West", 
Itm abr.eys nea.tly drost, 
JUst lika the roal ''beredi~ ewell tt, 
not ~ diamond will you nee, 
Uot a ~wl upon me -
For oimplioit;J, in Gwntnoas, fll~ "tol.J.sn. (2) 

The real or pbcm;y Blu':ley Ba;rnato as a CQr1}:'8rativo nrnrcomc 

to the veld buttbo Boer was mt. B! was still there, partioular4' 

in the Tran8v'aal ani the Free State, ¥rith hiD f'l.oelas, hie hcrda aui 

his f'aith in his dea'th\Y and ho :ropt"Oaented tbrcoa inimical to the 

gode of the Ram.. Tba &Q?l.oe:tve political iaeuea of tho d.~ llbioh 

were la.rgely the MSUlt of tbio claab can be -detooted in .Bro:ierldc's 

oatirical verse. Be tiltiJ at the A:f'rikaner's boorishness, at hie 

simple manner Of life nni lack of DOJi)histieatitll, his aodicat1on 

to tho'"lolk11 : 

Wanted, a Prolident ... 
He must hold 1d.tb the people, althet~ bored 'W death, 
He must spoak of th~h" faults only 'Wlier bia b... :tht 
He Drt.UJt think them the wiGSat and ooat in the world, 
Or elee hom hie sea-t by "lboluit" he'll ·bo burled. 
• • • • • • • •• 
Wanted, a President; - ono who can eat 
Raw biltc.mg and 'bieeuit, ~ atill keep his ee :t: 
He must drink, without augur, burnt 'barley or corn, (3) 
He must wear a. felt ha.t, and a coa.t overwornt 

I£ 13rod.erick had bio CX"'..ulo tun at 'the oxpenae of' hia A.frilc.a.ans 

neighbour it wae not entireq ~a distnnoe. '*Jong Koemaoorr.t· 

(a parody of ••Lodlinva:rtr) abo• a cl.o$G acquaintance rrith noer 

aocietJ' in the ranot~ country d18trictn and at loa.Bt a :mperfioi.al 

1. BROD: lUCX, "A:triO&n :Bitters", A Jmde.f!!'• R8tm,e!, (nsw ed.l905) 

2. Ibid. "A K1llion81re", 

,. ~· ''We.ntied, A .Preeident", A. lfallderer•s ~a. 
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snattering a£ the "Taal". 

i:! s~=-~l::~;~f!o:~~O: =~t, (l) 
And, save e:>oe peaoh brat:¥%Y, ref':t.'Gstment he'd nDlWf 
But be ba4 his 1lla:rtin1'. that 'Son o£ a gu:nt (a) 
so faithful a vryor, uo :tl.uks witb his :roer, (3) 
TheN :ne'el' wns Kerel like tbe Jong Koekemoer. 

1'h.C'e 1a no venoaa hQft, no bittel:f188e, but rather an eaay 

f0tll111ari ty - oomescending bu.t friemly noue,h ... a relationship 

,m!oh would haw been imposei ble to the antire:cy Erl(tliah 

.1m. Ward. 

It is not so much the .Boer (with whan he l1Wd and traded 

and nopped stories) who is .Brode:riOk's butt aD the lfissionaq • 

by now the t1'841tional ~man ot white South A:trioaosa 

I aaw a lfisaion-a:try, his facees fat am :tair1 
He•e baen Clllcmg tba na.tivos - in fact been overywbm\'!1 
He t 8 toiled am ridden •noo.th the eun of Af'rioa to be 
lnaorted in the jo'I.Dmal a£ S>me Ho::le SOoiety. (4) 

1'he indicationa in B:rod.er.t.ok: a:ro that the attittdos of the 

Fl'ontier on race relations are capturing the town. He reflects 

the atandard SOUth African beliof - the rural native .is goocl 

(or at least manageable) tbe urban m tive is oorrupts 

Bllt aa to making nigger• ~~ aek evvry one who knows • 
A blaok ( lJ.ke Eve) ehowo WiCkednees as soon as be '11e&rs 

olotbes... (5) 

In the ISDe wa.y 19th century wr1 tars in J:llglan..d had contrasted 

pre- am poat in:l.uetrial revolution cts.eet AublU'l'lS'•• 

The merobant attacks the GWerseas cri tioea 
I w1sh the amot1mon1oua prip, who stick up for the 

Niggers 
Would caac and live song '• here, a:nd see their 

roo.l figsvet 
l wiab. the silly J.fu:ffe at bocG 1JCUld come, and ac:t 

as~, 
.Arll see whe:b Nigger CUf'fy doea on tbeee ete:rnal ahozea. 
.. . . . . . . .. 
And ao the lies go rouni the world, that Settlers do 

the sint 
When 111eaiona'ey' ronagades OBK Blacks on to begin... ( 6) 

l. ••atrol1f run saltod", i.e. inmune :tran homo-sickneaa. 

2. so faithfUl a lover, eo bandy with hio rifle. 

3· .BRODEft:I<JC, "Jo~ .Koekemoer,., A ~mdoror• a J!lUrEto~. 

4• ~. "The fiaslon·ail711
, A i7anderer's Rh:>111~f'h (1898 ed) p .. 6l. 

5· Ibid. 

6. ~· "~ Blaak nrothersr p.a6. 
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Oooasioml.l,;y Broderick att•npted a aiuJ.ple na.n-atiw s\dl 

aa ''The Black Dog o~ Xlip River"• !lhe Black Do5 is a ahadow 

of the Hound o£ the Baskel'ri.lle•a Wt he hcnted a vallcw; 

tlhere tb.e lC.lip Rivor brist;rtly flows 
A11l gladdens m~ a plce.sant farm, 
\ihue gardena, hedged b~ quince and roae, 
Add to the valley' a aimple oha:r:m. 

(1) 

Allen, Who had bcal~t the halnted tam, an::Lved om wening to 
f1Dl~ 

1'h• place dismantled, aaM om J.'OaD 
Whewin be ep:led, 1u :tart.ial sloom 
An old won "Cartel" ~ tied., 
In trua Boer et;yle, with stdps of hide. 
Tbl b:>reee wt•~C>annedt tur%81 adrift, 
Knee-bal. tered in the vel4 to abi:ft -
He mlde a fi:re, the kettle f'ille.i 
With water fran tbe eluit, tben gr.S.lled 
A. piece a£ bilt«ns -

'l\1e details a-e relevmt, creating a sui table etldrormel'lt, 

there ie aome 8li81ii building up o£ tensi.on to ou.ppori old 

Han's ~~, ••Paa-opt The Dog 111 out tcr-nigbt". However 

the veree ladl8 visrur and wrve while the denouement is too 

infantile to allow ihe XJa.l'ratiVe to be tsll:.el seriously. 

Oompa;rad, fbzo instance, w:l th the ear.\)' 11 terary histo~ erst 
.America, South A:frioan Dlgl.ish literature ia ve1.7 poor in, 

if mt oan;letely deatitube ot, popu.la.l' nan:stive end fol:Jto. 

bal. lad. 

The minera on the digg1Jl88 bad only reoeutly pegged out 

'their cla11u when the attel:Jt1on of lbe Britiah p:tblio rc.a 
onoa li.llre f<XAlOBed uJOn muthom Afl::loa. In la79 the newa 

maohed Imdon that a Zulu fR"'IlY had masaaored (light ~4 

troops ani a ed.mila.r nut:ibar o£ m.tiw levies at a hitherto 

unbeam o'f plaoo .. Ieandblwana. .British pr14e had eoarcel1 

had time to reCX»ve:r fmm thie snook bafore another t"'J."Oe af 

Regulan auf'.t'e J:8Cl the ~iey ot ~ubaa 
For the five-dq al.eepleas &Gntr.Y atood. 
Ani am zed a1; his poet a bow t be 1D ocl, 
Tlhile doc upcll. the ati~ plain 
~· ni8lt b:JDufj).t up 1 ta Duna:l.nane. 

The noon wnt ekulld.ng from t be ak;y 
Am hid its fa.oe as the wood passeQ. by, 

(2) 

A ff!IW score Doer and baarded tmes 
Sca.1.1ng the mountain on their knees. (.5) 

1. BROD.h::RICK, "The Blade Dqr ~ J<lip River•t, A Wmdemr•e Bh;ypos, (190.5) 

2. Ibid. -
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The ~u rebellion (which encourapd tho Boer Republioana) 

11'&8 jbllowed by the ..auuto ra.r. the foxmation of the A:frilmner 

Bond and the outbreak, in lSSO of the f':lret tty',eyheidsoorlogtt. 

The clouds -.ew gather:lng for the tempetrC; 1hidl ms w be ., 

trag1oal~ deotructive of u.n1ty between .aoar and Bri tcn1. 

1be )'eara between th~ :t.trst am a ecom Bc>er · ars saw the 
publication, st only ot tbe 1l0zka ot Olive Schreiner but, on 

a dif:t•mnt plar:e, of mJA'bet:8 ot panphlAtta euoh ae Charlo 

utti11g•a :&,eniulta mg Rql'ke'• dr.l:ft•, pgows ot t1» t:!Mq War 
a o~ veraea likB "The l)iamont Di&S!r&' ,m.ttY" sad ~az:dalat" 
by stafford Cru.ikabanks. ( 2 ) 

utting and. Cruiksbanka celebrated the oQ:Iroge of ihcee 1bo 

bad Witbstocd the Zulu on~l~t. In additiQl "they ga'¥8 vent 

to the fears of tbe Ene;lieh ooloniat aware cr tbe :roativeneso 

o~ the black maseo cro11d.:J. into the tU"&U bordering Natal. 

Oetewa.,yo, a ''Obaka raiivivua in tho eyee t:1t hia people" as b 

hifitoriarl Wa.l.kBr bae oallad him, was thmatenillg the unoertst.n 

J.lGaoe of the f'.rontier., The looal baxda J:lta.iVely sproasad the 

popul~ colonial eentiment: 

SlOif ~oll our brave • btv temold odds bo~ down. 
A volley thundenl berooa, 'tis 301r lastl 

(l) 

Halit, 1bat a volleyl ZUlu Xing, J'OOl' orom ( ) 
l• knel.kd. • the reign of Kafi:r:doo is past I 3. 

The popu.l.ari ty .at 1;be timl ot Cxu:ikehanlc• 8 lAY! or Soutb 

Africa •• oert&i..nly not owi%6 to their lite:mry merit, thousb 

it miiF posoib.q haw btl.d sanothjng to do with bie outs.poken 

views on subjects C1f SOllth African interest. ln the opinion of 

1hia Irialman the black nan is &epraved., he doea not even spriDS 

:f'ran the eame htaan a1X:tc:k, he is an W. toge:tbor d1 fierent Wns 

not to be t~&ted u though ht hal the potentialities of a man 

with a white ekin. (4) 

The liberal tradition in Scmtb African English writing 

(Olive Sob.rai.ner cxoepte!l) was witbe%'11)8 in tho AtriDan f;lWl• 

Few wri:tew (either in pxose ~ m verae) serioual;v atkmptod 

to aee their ne~bow.-a aa bJ.tman beinee. Jiovrover, there ...... 

mme aattlera to wharl the bolief 1n the deatil\Y of the IDne of 

!ian aa "l:Mnrera ot _,ai md d:rawera o:t water•• bacl a lua pollitive 
appaal. 

1. 't.1J.1Tll\G, pub. Dartera, O.T. 1879• 

2. CRUIKSHANKS, Theao verses oppmrod in !§:a ot South Ai)::ioa, 
(improved ed. 1861). 

:3• ttiasandaJ.al", op.o1t. p~l4~h 

4• 5ee AP.PmN'l)lX D. 
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Joseph ibnyth Iragrem (who bad Leon bom in l:'tel£ast in 

1858 am had -.pent the first nirMt )'Cars of hio li:fe in Scotlanl), 
Wl'ta a colonist more 1ntereetJrl:in people than in oatob lXlra&ea. 
In la64, hie .fathm" Dcmiel ll2gram, bad loat his monoy as a. result 
of the Am&Z"iecn war crises. With what was laft ho ohartcn"ed a 
brigantine, the ttto~ S~ar" 4Wd sailed with hie wife, :tbur 

d~ten, three aons and Thanao nawon. a son-in .. law ,~or llatalt 

Ingran aettled hia family near ~ban where he struggled 

desperately' to make o. living. After f'our yeLU'S Daniel died, 

leaving h1a clepemanta a. thirty 801'G 1'a.m nMr the Little 

Uublanp Riwr am practioally not e p:u.ey to their mme. Aa 

a reeult the boy Joeeph loft hane earq for tba h.m:tlet at 
.Bla.okburn wbore he workad for :tour yoa:ra 1n a oountry ato~. 

From Blaokbw:n tbe JOUDg man set off into the .heart o£ Zululand 

~he beos.e a :favourite with the people. 
Now n.a a. trader, now aa a landaoape artist, and anon 
as a newspaper ~apcmdent, he won his lff13 into 
ulruost tneey ~ ot South Afl:oioa. viaited am 
leanecl the languages or many tribes, am by hie 
pubH shed de•~ipt:tOlUI aorveci to open up e.vonuea of 
trat'fic to the orampecl a.tld poverty-atriokan traders (l) 
of the Portuguese aM. English settlements • 

Ingtalt ~t ill. the Zulu war and wa.a <ieoOI:"atod l'or val.OUI"• 

ln 1861 he upload Pondoland. auooessfUlly intft'View.ing Native 

ch1efe .in Ol'der to ensure aaourtt7 for traders in the area. 
Later he want to Sl98.$1la:n.d where be livod for a time st the 

G:nmt Plaoe of Xing Unba.nHne. Ria life wae often in danger 

fran br tilibuaters 1Vbo resented tb.e preswce of an Englietuaa.n 

among the Swais, f or Ing:ram was in the habit of tlelding X'GpOrts 

of attain in the ten1.to:L'7 to tbl Cclm11esioner• Inel:'tm's 

travels took h1tl up the Enat Ooaat to llOambique and along tho 

vall~ ot thl Zatibliai.. He was 8h1p\lrl.'ecked. twice am seome 

not to bava e.ugg(;tta.Wd when he claimed~ 

I have br&Yed the deoorta ani do.rcd the eeas, 
I have toiled aa few £!ell toll, 

AM haw l:J.ved YJ'here the poirJOnoue deadly Lreese 
Ie f'oul aa the rotting DOil. 

! bl.\vo hoard the tarari ~· s awful :roar 
'Rill(J out o•er the still lagoon, 

And ba.w dwelt on Zambeei's eUent ahom 
In 1he land of etelmal gloan... (2) 



Eack ti!aD hie· ~ey, Ircraua (who s~titlos ado.ptJd the 

paeudo~ "Olean") became thtt editor o£ a Joh.amJDsburs ~ 

paper until, hie he:.Llth failing, be ~tlU.'f.leCl to lltt.tal anl 

Zululanll. 

Bia Poena o~ a ~~ publilbecl in 189,, is divided. into 

three ae.otionat Tavel and W'&.rf ~~ani ~iOOf Etb:loal 

am Genu"&l.. Ingram wrote in hia Pwfacea 

In the tuzmoil of 1111 active life ot journalism 
and travel, it ia not poosible to d4m>te much time 
to the production at hie;b.ly polished litora.t\ll."'. 
The Author has citten poe'U'y' because he felt 1t; 
and waa :Jmpelled to out certain thol.Wlta into vena 
for tho simple reason th4Lt, in hia opinion., tho• 
thoughts could bo better expressed in that way ••• 
he baa etri.ven more ear.oa.atly e.fter eloou";ioXlal7 
e.f'fect am a:rtietic v1vidneas than :for mere metrical 
aoou:raoy .... (1) 

Untorttmatel~ "artistic vividmuau 1a tho YOl:';f quality :.dch 

ie entirely l.aolcing1 partioularly in the suppoMdly doacx'iptivo 

:cyrl.o&h ~out tru. only f'ao'$ which atzoikes the reader io that 
lngrim, l.ilce Cruikshank, graatly admired Longtellow. (2 ) The 

ef:feot of bia :readil16 of Hiawatha upon It:le.2mm's acooum of the 

Engliab aettlars arri-ving at Port Natal ie ludicrouat 

At the pleoe lfhore oloud and ocean 
lfoet aod mi:n&lo in the distance, 
Lq a tif\Y speok of wcmdeso, 
Ao the sun arose tbo native&, 
DreaGed in akine and plunee of' fea:ther•, 
stood upon their bluff-like mo~n 
Ga.cing e.t it ani Q:olahd.ng 
In 'their qUAint and beautooue languEI8U, 
~~ a. bird. upon tlle wate:r:al" 

1'he attl'aOtion Whioh the 'Verse at the l:iarvard Prafossor of 

Modern Ill!ll~• bad :tor Ingram proves nothing except Lonsfellow•a 
popularity. Hie :l'e.Putation had f3l"'W..l steadily atmo the 

publJ.oation o:t 11iawatha in 1855, but hie f~-dl:'ess Redaldna 

were bad naodels for ZUlu warriom. 

It :f.s a pity that Ine:r,"OOt hAd lP talent fOr 'W'riting var oe 

tcm h1a thenea (xoflecting hie lfide ~erience of life 1n Africa) 

----------------------------------------------------
1. I'i'GRAJf, J!!.»s!, o£ a. fiO,lleOrt Pre:fece. 

2. lnsraa'• veraa include uTo a.v. Lo~ellpw ,on hie birtbi!if"• 
"Chl thou poet, beat belOVGd 
Of all ba.lds eDi gifted at ngere, 
Thou haat oft-timee cba:rmed the sorrow 
:F.1:o.':l me, 'When I wan.iered lonely 
In wild Afrio•a deaarl pl.aoaa ••••• •• Zululan4,1875• 

3• op.oit- "The Diucovury o£ Natel1•, p.17. 

' '\ 

' ' 



are more varied and~ than those oi' men like B:::oderiak. 

For instance 1n "!he Coloniattt· Ingram attanptod to desort be the 

labour of buildil:lg a pioneer's house: 

Loud.l;r the axe blows aounied CN6r the hills and valoa, 
Clearly the hemmer ~ a.a it amote the apiklte and the natla, 
And crow4a Of duali\Y m U. ws Otlm!t up in a low marobirlS trains, 
With bun4lee of thatch on thed.r head& from the thiclalta 

8l1d plat na -
amdlee of vlei grass am. wattlee, 8U;)plG and stmng, 

(l) Ani light, 
Coila up<»l coila of ~t~i to bind them tim rod tight, 

.Post o£ the kMgtholj!! (2 for upright, ozoss-pieoe, wall­
plate, ani rail, 

stones for the fireplace a.nl doorsteps .. sandstone, 11hin- (3) 
atone and ahale. 

This ia almoat the bo ·'*of ~'e poor verses. It is a 
Uttle ao.re than a catalogue of events i'or it Bugg&vts can thing 

o~ tha reality o'f the soell8, ~et.:hing o£' the &ighta lUll s:n.1.nda 

of tb.e sco.net ot tho texture& o:r the atonas ~md gruaea, ot 
the MHtJ!.bored df.\18 when, ao a boy of tan, ltlglw.t wert have 
helped biD fath.er clear tho l.aui and bUild a hOUB011 

A.8 Prins'lo had done ~ w:rote several .Bantu 'IJ'ar•aonga. 

"The Dattle of Ksmbuls/' allows hie appreciation ot a hUJ.u wa:rrior• a 

bravery (ot whidl he probably bad an unoCJill1'ortably eloae knowlad&e) 

while "A SWecl. war eangn is :refreshing £3x)m a man 19bo knw what 

it felt like to be e.t the lll'O!lg em or the ts,pear. ~s k:no;rledge 

cUd not pr<Nc.nt b1a :f:'r«D nitingr 

Amaswn.zi, Ame.aaa:i.' 
Who is tber~a eo groat as we am? 
l'fhitc s:1e:1.• red m.on1 blaok men txenble, 
lJhGn the)" hoar us, when they a1e us -

Sol sot gleaa, 78 spearheads • 
. lb<m w about the eagle trembles, 
1Jhen w cllan't the wo.r olDuds lower, 
\f.ben · oharge whole nations perish -

Sol Sol gleam, ye apos.rheade. (4) 

iTatiw legends .attracted .Il'lgran'e attention. a. collected 

and publ.Uhed. :ryne of theiD in The story o£ a g()ld conoeu:l.,on, 

and other ~can tales and lep!!4a. r1&lltu £olk .. lore waa a 
hitherto unaxplar.-ed mine of material :for the :&lgliah writer. 

l• "lh:diwaai'' • buk ropth ) 
) 

2. ~bthorn'• a kind of' ) I.ngrants note. 
ha1'd wood ) 

3• l1R1RAH, 11Th& aolonisttt, Poana of a Pioneer, 1>-24• 

4• ,~id, ttA SRJd. Vlar Song, op.oit. P•48. 
''A Zulu \Tar Song" 1a si.milar in ~~entiment to u tekanna'a Gatherins"• 

1hen will all the white ones bemblet 
When they hear us, tuay wl.ll :f'ly. 
Thu.sl 8rl'ld thual • stab an4 elaughter, 
Thua we drive them to the water, 
To the white wawa o£ the sea. 



ftKing zaweete" (the le~nd of a gzoat ~u.ld.r.f; 'flhoee people 

Wf!t'e t~ b.Y JJ118terioua voieee of the dead in 1hEJ 

:torest) is an opportunity mieaed. The ~ ldng - who is 

saorif'iobg his life :ten- his ptople - ooun.sols the: 

Never moze at opi:ri t wailing& 
W a warrior bow his head, 

For. ~her, oh, m:/ peq,le, 
Ye ba.ve friends snoxw;st the dead .. (l) 

ln8ram had the opportunity 'but (like so nta:G\Y others) he 

bti4 not the talent. He might otharWiee have lett us eome 
or.tginal fl'o:n:tif)l" ball.MIJ for hia ttfild. GecJxsa••· {tho e to17 

ot a Boer sdventu:ter who 3J. wei bJ pillaging the Jla11:ateo tri bCIG 

in the Watuberg hills and 'llb.ot with his oone and :follo1'19rBt 

waa anbwtl.ed. e.xiJ. killed by the tribeswn) 1a the vecy tmtf'f' 

of whioh Dl;uiel" ballads a.ro made. Tho robber d'J.i.$f tell and. 

wu buried <m the present Gold l?iel.u of th• ZOutpanaborg, 

but hie me~olY doea no-t live in the sobOol ... 'bo;yiah: 

Wild G«>r~ am bia brigands &rita .. 
Kini of the W&terb&rg bills. 
Red•hamod anc1 edl twned.. (a} 

lngralll knew l\ sa.v~ When he fllet. On$• lie hal emured. 

the ~ties of :eron·tior 1WJr and wa.s familiar with the 

prilniti<wt oonditione a£ tribal l1feJ yet h~ reoo~ the 

African as boit:Jg capable of fear ana hope- joy ald. sorrow, 

treaoher.r ant fidelity - in othe-r wol'd.a - as a. man. 

1'he verse of another l:atal settler of the periOd. hac1 been, 

like ~·o, almc81 CQnpletely £Qt.O~tten, until in 1959 
G~ .'Bu.tler incl1Jded t110mo extracts from ~r• s wxk in 

A Book P*. ~th AMoan Vea!!; 
He hM a. px\ ~ :D:>:r dete.:U, and his aterit\1. 

is intr.iwtieall\1 inte~~. 4fuese two fa.Ctora, 
rather than arq verbal old.ll, make l1itl north rooding. 
His ve:reifioatian is adequate, it aeldom drawo 
attentiOn to itself ±"or dO'Rl'Itight 'ba.dllGBo or 
particular feliait~. (3) 

In the (leJte year in .nich Mle:t> resu:t'l:'ected him :Barter 

appeared aa ewe ot ., A little 8&11&17 of South Mri.em portrsi~s•• 

ua:der the title Oll:ver the Spz and others. ( 4) 1'h1s ehorl 

1. ''King Za.weete, a legend of Zululslld", op.cit. P• 75· 
2. "Wild George, a talo of the Wa.terbers'*, op.cit. P•52e 

3· M!ER, A ~k 9t. SpUth A;f):l~ ~*P'f!!• P• xxlv. 
4• IIATmSJEY, Olim, the, ?:Pz. and, ptbtrs, 1959· 
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biosra~ r8V'Gals that 13arter was a. tn* of pion~or not so 
V"tu.-y unusual in h1a day but diftiGUlt to pa;r&llel in OUJ.• own 
a&e• He ha4 bsen bom in 1620. His father, rector of 

Ss.nidan in the OotamolclD• was e. Allen ot ample meana ·~­

aninently a country gentlcCJa.nu who "lived S':long hi& nGiabboura 

very ~h aa the,- did, and was oertai:.t:ll.7 i'J.-ee !ran all eX'tr6.1le& 

ot doouma and ritual"· (l) Hia :fat.her bfdore him hal been a 

Balliol man, T.iaa:o of a De'lonallire v.ill~ ~e he had OCQpOeGd 

, era.oef\11 nroe ard. kept sixteen couple Of barriers, h\Ult:ing 

boing the hall "lllllrk o! the landed &ell'b:.Y. 

Cba:t'leu• s oorly lite seeJQ to bay, been bal>.PY• H& 

aunived ~he riarura of \findlester mere "he wc:n n. prize :tbr 

transla:til36 a passsee a£ Sbabepeo:-e into ~ok ia~aibioe; ,(2) 

he went up, in due OOUl"l!JJ, to New Oolleswt, lilere he ~omatioal.q 

becaL'le entitJAd to an OE:f'o:d :fellowship but the mw world proved 

mcr:e alluri~ than the eenicr ~ roan &nc1 liarter aa.iled £OJ: 

North Amarioa. There, particule.rly 1n fo:reetEld New .BrunswJ.ck, 

tho "OEonian" (u he wns oall.Gd) tre.vellecl extensively, 

1nt.Ol'O&ting h1cselt aotiftl7 in SpOl"tt lumbering end colonil(ltion. 
He l;!Otu:t'necl to England after three cma."lt~ul years. 

Such a h-.dy dra.Uibt ot pioneering ate must bar• been 

di:tticult w pt out of the hloocl atl'et\'ll,so it i.e aoarcel.y 

surpriaing to discover Barter, in the year s:rter his home coaai~, 

planning a Vay888 w Natal. Aocording to Prafessor Hatteralsy, 

Bsrter had. read. Gordon Curn.1dnc' u book ml had a.l.moo t certainly 

visi tQCl the .c:J.MlU in Piccadilly mere tlle hut\ter diapl~ his 

wagon am bie live 13\1shman d:t'e.eaed in aki:ns. ~fhatover the 

iDlUCOOLent, :Barter vitti.ted l~atal in 1850 ani settled there 

pexmanentl7 two ;yMrtS later, publ111hing fhe J.)o!JJ and the Vel.4 (3) 

whioh he describ«l a.e a "slisht sbtch" Of hi a adventures in 

the colony. In BJ')i te of tho :tact that :Barter :toum among 
Natal. :Ia• ,..,._:ey li ttJ.e o£ that stUbborn f¥lJiarQ llhioh chat•acterl.ses 

the Canadian bacakwoodanan", am in apite of h18 immediate sensitivit,y 

to the disunity between the t'WO ~or white~· Which bodocl ill 

for tbG fUtuN, Alri oa l!lU8t have appealed to .Darter. He bought 

• :f'am, mamed, i1!lporte4 tl¥>~~bl'ed.s QDQ. bred horses for the 

IDlian .~a:r~q.. ~~ly :torty-fivo 3\ta.ro later, durine which tiae 

1. BATT Rsn-:r, P!iwr the,~ m~ pther:a, l959t .P·l05· 
2. Ibid, p.l()9. 

;. 



he he.cl beaooe a m~r of the natal. Iegi.elative OOunail, ht.d 

edited the Ua t.al. Gu&rdiM am the ~illlea of lfa.:tgl ani h.!:\d 

ooted aa magia~~:r.-ate at !llaril.a. end Pietermritzburg, tbe 

"<lxoni.W'1" publi dHtd straw lre.:noxiea of }fatal ani llllula.Dl: 
A P9!B• (l) 

Barter claimed that he had naned chaTMtera in tbia 

nen:ative Jtwitbout heaitation" ani that he 110uld 

be content if his :fellow colonists, &:lOnpt lhan 
he has spent the greater pert of a not 'lll'.leVen~ 
lit'e, ahall reoognize the truth or hie na..rr-o1.tive, 
tbo aoouracy of bil descriptions Wld · the eincor.L ty ( 2 ) 
o£ his opinions. 

The first ot these :fOur thoo.se:nd oM J.int'Js pramiaa a 

wark nat entireq ld.thc:ut merit - particularly when one 

remembel!'e the aorl c:4 publication Whioh had been fiming a 

markat in the coloey in the years oinoe Pringle. 

desorJ. ~s the onsot c..;f winter; 

Cool MOrnu and ~ llGOns~ ani n1gbta 
0£ :frost tb&t speak of northern be::.ehta; 
Ani not a drop of r!loisture near 
To da:rken mould, or rust a apeer. 
The gr~s ia withered all am dr.f· 
One oloudleas blue the canopy. 
Tho i'ieldc are e!l:pty, brown 8Jld 'b~, 
.To song ext bUds ie in the af.:r• 
I.nw, •tween its banks the at,:ru.nken stl."'GJ1 
Flwe aluggieh 'math the nool:ld~ beeDl. 

Darter 

'lne ncloudleas blue" and ,.t100Zlday betrnB" re:u.iM ono of 

''Diening Rambles'' 'but the ;p:.w1age ia ample and d:ixeot, 

~ppropriate (particularly in the eeooa.d couplet) without any 

eel£-conaoious parading of local k:D:>wledge .. 

The main tb.tme is an aoO?unt of Sir Theophilua Shopstono •,. 

dipl' l'.latie handling o£ the crises in ~ululaah 

I atJ.~ ve to train my m.\n.ie:t"illS' W:!:'Se 
To b'wnG a wree.th for Shepstone1 a hearse. 

:Barter bad ~ed tbe volunteer Natal 0&"bill3er8 when they 

hod eaoorted the Mminiatrator into Zulul&ni. He descmi bea 

hoW they ma:rchlcl, , .. J&inat l.lmtutehani t 8 rebel force" ani hOW't 

on Shepstono•s edYioe, the cilief diDa.rtled his warriora and the 

white oanma.tXI.o tumed back to cross the flooded Umkoma:nz1. 

Here we CaDe ac:rou one Of the lifelike vi8J:1.9t'tea which enliven 

this long :aa:native ani justifY the a.lthorta claim to aov-urac;y 

1. Bti!I2ER, pu1 .1tunro Bros. Piote:anarlt.zburg, 1697. 
This mrrative, 1ik:a tbat written by ••.Bahroo" 
is reminiscent of Scott. 

2. Ibid., stN ;gori~s of ;Na.taJ. g Zl!l,.ll.!!4i a. ?!em· P.roi'aoe (1897) 
3• ,Ibi!\, op.oit. 



Nld vc:t.<isiruU.tu.i$11 TOO ~s &'re br.ing pulled aaroos 

the ri.v~r~ 

High on e&;h tant a driver stood 
AJtd wa.vod bis 'YOOralag o•ilr the ±"loodt 
Fa.'r', u the mighty lash J;'Obmmlis 
Tip the 1om hGights the cl:'&Ok refiotmda, 
While sbrl.ek anct whoop, ani wild halloo 
Riso t\Plf~ :in tho unclouded blue. 
~ swinlning 0.%01:1 nri:vo &'lain 
•Gainst the stzcns float the trektouws straint 
EaQh 1Jhae the water f:r:an his t'lank, 
.M riSing alolf, th~ tents GlilGrP 
All 4rippirf« t'lloln tbo boiling su:r•• 

Barter admired. what !?.$ oall«l 11s:nooth-f'1cnr1ng mJn.bars", (l) 

how~ver, bis £iUbjeet u.tter ofton lend.a drarl'latio quality to 

lineo whioh otherwise t.nlf'ftlr f.:rol'l ~ redestrian t:J~:aese of 

tone. Th1a hel.giltening t1f the vorse ooou:ra in deae:d.ption 
of suoh incidents as the o.tternpted murder of Swapotono; the 

British deteat e.t !stu'ldhlwana and, most graphic of allr 

Di~aan' s treachery ani tho butooory of P•tiet. 

fhe lattor has ·been anthologiad so that it would be more 

interesting hon to quote :£':rom :sartor•a a.ocoun:t of the Zulu 

viotor;r, tta lesl$011 dread to British e:r.rctr;eJ»e"·· Bf»:'ter 

empho.ei~ the :too~, tragic laok o'f nepat-ation Oll the 
part Of the Brl:tieh .. whose C:HarJUl1d.i.ng of'ticen had <ti. od.ai1led 

the leseona mich the Trek.ksrs had learnt ao .u, 
}.fo 1aat10r fom '<l })l'Otec.rtinB squ.atC, 
Or rallyi.ug point for sudden tsea.t'ef 
lfu sb.el tor from tho \1hiz~ing sp.ear 
Should un«qJeeted foe sppear. 
ln opc~t lino the wagt:ms atocd, 
De:f'onceletus. uaGless block of wood.; 
And sa-nt for what each. aoldier boxe 
In belt or ;po11oht his d~ 3tore, 
The ver:~ o&rtrldges wore atowed., 
Far out of' reach, benaatb a load 
Of lu:noor, Zlot remwoo with npec:r.l; 

1. We gat &rl illea of ·the attribute~ which .Bartor v&luQd in 
wrae when w :eM hifl wl~ af' his friend 
ttJobn Bird, c.:v.:s. formerly Jtdge o:t the l.fatiw lU.gb. 
eourt. am oompilor of tho Anl'lal.a ot lrntal, and author 
of' eewli'al ]>Oan• ...... 
Thy w:rse too, fra:n'd in rneaml.'les aw$et 
8-W..als o•er the page with S'lml Alet, 
\Ti thout the elightest ja.:r 1iQ teat 
Whethe:r it motion be or rest. 
So motionlee to h\USU ai~t 
The eagle eteers hia ateady :fliatlt 
Th.rwgb realms o£ tdrl we cannot aee 
The delio:Re mo.ohine~y." 
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Ob.Glmsf'om a thau~~and men bad ta•en 
To reoonnoi txo em the plain_ 
A thousand moxe in oampamit, 
All 'Wlprepsred, the canillg fate. 
At noon it OB!Hl a ruabing eowxl 
Of bue feet stamping on the 8l'Qund, 
Ani rlOir along the ridge appOU"e 
A aea of f eathers, shields, ani spEJQ.l:'&J 
With yell, and about, and bounding leap, 
:Dcnrnward 'the foranost e~llS ewep, 
'l'b.e centze dense, the bm:'n8 exter:d 
In oreaoent tbj nni18 at the Cld ••• 
Then twnty thou.aatld demons bo\md 
On the dOCIIl•ci camp, the horns close ~~ 
The deadly as sega.:l has SYta:3' ( ) 
And blood and alauebter clarken da.,y. 1 

Interspersed among cODI:lente upon Sheprtona•s policy on 

aoenea ~ oamp lifo, 1he interest oo:nteting upon the hunt 

and the hunter. i"bere are th\IDb-nail sketohea of euob frontier 

Ohamotere aa Dunn who (1n spite o£ the axtxaale oleanlinaee and 

oom.fori of hie house whioh Barter stresses) ia censured for hie 

polygamous hab1 ta, aoouaed o:t living like 

••• Kaf'ir 1n his kraal, 
Or :Oalem in bis mr.1rble ball, 
Or like a porker in his .t~, 
And :rear•d a sable pro~. 

(2) 

Barier inoll.¥lee the uaual catalogue of Af'rican animals 

wbidl, by this, has becaae a Sl1bjeot 1tl.1oh no writer seens able 

to ignore. Tho animals are merely listed., eoen fxom the point 

o-r view o£ the cook rather the that ot the hunterc 

••••• Rietbok, with amulated hom, 
Itr weary &teed on crupper bornet 
Or boechbolc oi' the sable hide, 
Or pallm, with its yellow side, 
Or tartri~B, with speokl.oi wing, 
Or bu.sta3.'d - 4iah 'b) serve a. king. 

Ver:! oooaaiomll\1 a vivid detail animatea thetA: 

little b:rom ipwiti, ahy, 
That whistles as be scuttles b:f• 

(3) 

The hunters (whether m& ot his own Carbineers or Bstiei"' a 

f'lllowers) are depiotod. with more oa;rea 

~ each a mi(#lty gun was bon», 
While o'er each neck the cumbi'Oua l»m 
With ample store of powder swung, 
And frOm the beJ.t the pouohea hunfl, 
'lith bullets, fil.ot, and loopers £Ul•d, 

1. .BARTER, strw ~.f«!loriee of Natal ~ ~ul.andt a poe. 

2. Ibid. 

,. ~· 



Rur spirit, :f:Na the peach dietill•d, 
1'obaeoo, in Cape gardens grown, 
In b$g o:f aott ald.n, deftly sewn, 
With flem of ox or elam. dried 
Their ordina2ey wama GUPPliGd. 
The tCJldeldooe with tlint a:1d ateel, 
Could llejlt a tlame for pipe, or mal, 
1'he luoifer was JIO't unkno'tmf 
Tbeir pipea were of the pozoue stcme 
That in Jfapl.ieaberg ie town 
Enbedded in the zocky grountl. 

krter felt a real sympathy fbr the auflerinp of tbe 

Tl'eklmre. He pictured: 

Child.J.'en, wr1 thing on the epea.r, 
Or :1nfantaarirJ81ng by the bael, 
Then duh'd against the wagon wheel. 

Thia unie:rstarxUng lecl hill to plesd for wider recC6111tion o£ 

the Boer'• oontribut:lon to the histor,y o:r South Af'rioat 

\?hen bitter wo:rxla 011 eithor side 
Rouu gueta of anger and o! pride, 
If in the Mahmon• • irJiloet heart 
Old wrums have mwr oeaa•cl to snartJ 
If sense of injury :ranain 
Or onq sleep to wake acaS.n, 
Wbene'er the wilda of taction blow; 
Was them not cause? wb:> -..era, "No?" 
Bid him of history's paa- enquire, 
Or if a aa:1, (1£ 8894 a1ret 
And he will 1'om, on basie eur., 
A :f~ judgtnen'i at the BoGl'. 

One oannot l»l.p suspecting that :Bartor• 8 plea for urne:r­

st;gnd,Sng w&a principally l!J)tivated by hie belief in the 

necessity c4 unit1ng Erl&118b settler em Dtltch pionoer a.ge.inat 

black aavaga. At the elld of a lons passage :reminding the 

ftader o£ the Trek:Ure' 11\l!:f'eriilga, he IJUlll8 up with the 

srropnoe ot bls ldndt 

Then while we claitll for England' a raoe 
On A.£r1D eall, the formoat place, 
Alld will no derogation see 
Fran Bnglam'e just supremacy• 
Be oara the widening b.reaob tD oloae, 
And J.'llake thea friend.e who erst wem f'oea& (1) 

lla:rter admil.'ecl the '-'pr.l.mitive" Zulu. IIo 1'egard.ci the 

Atrioan as an object of intcn'eet am cut"io8ity who asl:lol.ld ~ 

haniled stemq, b.lt justly. Profees.u! Hattersley bas 

nmaxked (with WlOOllSCioua htaour) that Bortex••e ''upbringing 



in a 1'Ul"&1 atmosphere, learning to ride harsos aud to look 

after bouana, made it euy tor him to mix with t.enante, 
sexvante and Zulu employees em te»ne of mtual :respect •• " (l) 

It is, of couDe, true that this ~und made it essior tbr 

~to adottt a paternal attitude tolliU'da those over whon he 

ue~ed aut~rit)t. It nay also haw a.coO'Ul'.lted for his 

doubts an the wisdbal of imposing~ oivilieation upon 

the ea.vage. His portrait ot tlle once rebellioua Zulue bowin8 
be~ow santseu (Sbopstono), hs.111ll6' him as •OhUI:rt is ind.ioative 

of tbe ....,.,lSkep•• f1f Wbioh .l3ariel' approved. 

Deacribin« tl'la co~tiOn o:£ Cetyuyo he empbasir.ee the 

oontraat between the Zulu in his trilal finery am the figure 

of fun be out in the sca.rlEft robe {mueh teo sall) 1i11ch wao 
preMnte<l to him by Sbepatoruu 

~ pl."'lnee on entering the tent 
Had. llltither dl:esu nor ol'llllllent, 
Yot b7 bio salt w upect told 
n. waa not .macte o£ CCIIlllon moulda 
1'he oha:l.a that :traa his shoulders buns 
Of liOl'l&' olan together s~ 
llight well a aavaee king beaec-
The p:J.ottur. vaniah'd l1lte a dread 
A tom be£o:re the mir.rol" staDia, 
And mds it.s bead. am waves 1 ts hsn4a, 
In soarlet mantle pa.rt~ dreas •d. 
Whiab soeoe COI'2Ccal•d the naked breaatJ .... 

Self admiration :f'raa hia face 
Had bazlisbed every ldngl.y grace. 

fhie ta tb• typical .ti:Ontier a1ti tude, the canv.lotion that 
the African ia bettor aft mke4.J that he is oom.tptod by the 

muoh vaunted "western Civili.lation". In lds book on Natal, 

Barter had attaclaed the ~eeudo•phil.o..n'th:ropi&ta" as be eal.lecl 

than, who gaw m thought to the ruine(i colonist ald. so-a 

rebellion amor:c "the pampn.•ed Hottentot, taught to comid.er 
tbanaelveQ an opp:ressed and plundered peo ple"• ( 2) Discusaing 

the oaueee of the Kaff1r W23l'8 .Barter dismi~ed tbe .Bantu as 

"AlmoGt deeti tv:te evm ot m. tunl e:tfoctionu • .By praf'eeaion a 

wa.rrlort by ed1.»ation am. habit a thi.r, by' mture bloodth irsty, 

cruel, am. treacherous ••• most f'oxmidab~ and moat dazl8$roua a.e a 
friend'·· (3) 

~. 

HA.'l'r~, "Oitf'ol'd Collegian"t Oliver the §RY and other~,t P•l25• 

-~..TER, 11• Roll at\4 b Vel!, ln Chap • X1l the author 
a;pxuGGed hie views on this euojeot nt some length. 



IJ.1he il:Jclueion ot the prol'easion of A warrior anong the 

ltai"l'ir•a vicioue traits seo:ns ouriOWJ in vie" o~ t~ author'ts 

origin :frau a olaats whioh, until 1939, aupplied nearly all the 

officers Of the Britiah 1'egular fUVIY• 

.Barter flWOUl"()d 'the -registration of all natives. He 

oonaidered that, instead ot f'orcing the .Boer be;yond. the Vaal 

the British should hslre driven the blao.ks befo:re the whites, 

entuely clearing the eouth eastorn corner or At'rica o£ :Bantu. 

On tbe queation o£ the ~. Barter waa even more implacablot 

There ia but one ranody for thl.e evil - the 
enth'e utarm1nation a£ these Children of the Mist, 
'lhca it 1a ir..'"l'Oeaibl.o to reclaim, and dU'ficult to 
hold 1n a:ey oheok, and this would loXlg ago bave 
boon at.teoted by the oolCI'lists thcmoelveo 

.11" ~be Govcl'IJDOnt had not n:fu~Jed tts uancrt1on. 

:aa...-ter•a verso ~tive (altboU(Jb 1»t entiw~ withOut 
lltera:Q' meritl bis dseoriptiona being at t.imee vivid cnl 

ra.J.isUo) is cllietly ~e na tm extl'C!me mcample of the 

hontiersnan•s atlltude towa.m.s il'xliaenous native races. It 
ia inter.ating, i:t profitless, to o.:eculate to what exto:rt b:l.s 

oone1derabla knowledge of other pi()l]l)ering t.I)Oieties hal helped 

to farm in th1e settler wch an extrecae ~alist viw. 

In the desultory, genomlly worthless ~ne: Of thia 

period the principal thaae whidl emerges is that of Conflict. 

South .A.f.rioa preemts itself a.e a theatre upon whiah the dmna 

o£ racial a:>nf'l.iot .. white 16'1Unst white, settler a£,.tt.inat 

aavaee • ie unceae1ngly enaotecl. Tba c:Dmtant tenaioM wa~ 

not &1\fl\YS disruptive an sterile tor thoro mn men, like 

~' 1ho were widening -.ndditepetWJ& their h'IJ!lall aympathd.ea 

thro~ their e:Jl)adence af l1:te 1n c multi-racial aooioty. 

(1) 

Tbat theee eq,eriecoe wo:te l'lOt yot boix\f oryatallizod :J.n pmtry­

te '"~ ov1dom £ran tho oalibre or the uiters unle:t" discussion. 

Even William Gh&rlca Scull7 (~t the cmly poriaewr of the 

gold-rush period to acquire o. llttlo looal :ta:a) still belongs 

to the olaas ot writers whoee e.cb:l.everDent mu.st bo ju:lgecl in 

teme of litGJ:'a'I7 pioneering rather than artistic 110r1te. 



SOUlly' has been g1 ven the lenst epace here beoause ho 

1a the beat known. lt1s«Poeme mating tQ South M:r:loa", (l) 

eepeeially " 'Nkonsanau and the cha:rm:lllg "The Dualnan'e Caw" 

are (with the t~JtCeption of some of :Barter'a dosoriptive 

.:pusae;ee) better than any oth@ val'$e written in SOuth A.:flo;iea 

at the time. Scully•a beat wade 1• 1n proM, partioulArq in 

the two l.engt.by tJtorioe ocap:riaing the volune Between -!!! ald 

Ssm. (.2) 1be oharactera, aoe:nery end atmoaphel'e in thGao 

two otorioa a.:re dram rrith sympathetic insiGht• At t.imea 

Soully• s tcuohes c£ hmour .., ae 1n bio pcxrtra,1t or Old Sobalk 

nattin81 .. am re:WUecent ot tb.G etyle ot .Boazum. Scully's 
;yeal'B in tba Ca)8 Civil Sft"Vioa undou.btlldly 1llrzliahed ~ with 

acme of the •.UaUo matori&l for hie 'telee. R!ft•ep sun 
and S&n4 is still worlh reading ten:~ tbinp &a ita 

ruaocription ot the migration ot the "tr.k-bokken" am its 
tonier deliniation of Gert ~ebok, the Koranna Hottontot 
11ho lived m what M oOQld ealvagc ~:ro:: the t'looded Ora.qJe 

River, an4 f»flSOled hitaelt b)r playing tnsanioua variations 
~on bia ura.u:eo... It S)JDt of tbe incidents appear to voree 
on the aelod.r-natio - (tor imtanoe aert•a dieoovory at the 

diaiiiOnda on the rotti111 body of the white man le.Sl84. 1:0 the 

raft ) • the.Y do not aoern improbable in their settinB• 

These two ator1ea are dramatic :\'q)resentatiom o£ the ~~ntfl 

at work in t\'Ont1er aooietyf the oonfliots betweon minor a:Jd 

treklsar atd, in "Noquala'a Cattle,. the contmets betwoen .:rsntu 

101"9 and oustan mel the imported knoWJ.eisa of a mcro Qdvanoed 

c\llture. 
Soul17ta eto:r1oa revaal indiroctly that the cil\vl r:£ b 

hunter and the piODIEta were nunbered. Ae yet, bowver, oollditiona 

did mt :favour tbe CZ'Otltlve mt.-. Aa .Ba.rler had written aicut 

Natal: 

T~Mtxe am m men C4 leieuret lit$:ratul.-e and 
:fine arta have neither fSOOpe nor opportunity tor 
their devel.opnentt ti.- and m:.ana are wanting 1\)l' 
the cultivation of the eloganoioe &til reftntaen;t;a 
or cb11o1Jtio or aoo1&1 lit'o... (.~) 

Ever.Ythi..'l& wu against the probability o~ &1V worth wbil8 

1. s.. ·flLt.l:.R .& SFm.r,:r.ANT, A Orj,tioal Sm:v!l qt Sog'\h Afri.CGA 
Poetu i,n EllJiliah PP• ~ • 4J· 

"Poans mating to South ktrica" appear in Pop (1892). 
Th4l latter avo larsal7 a mprim of The \freak at 'l'.M 
.Grgmms£ e. smnw ~ A.ftlqpn Rm•· (1§§65 

2. SCULLY, .. ~!!Sm ~an\, f:ii:!'B• r.latbue.n, (1898) 

'• :aARl'ER, b PSl£R &ttl. ;t!t!, V!)&, p.25. 



literature being produ.oed in a10b a society. However, 

1t Ellglil!h &~>eakirw SOuth .AfX'icans hod poduoed no epio 

poet to recori t.heir pioneering et1.'llgg].e 'bbey alread¥ 

hc.d. their lJIY'tha Gnd o£ these the roost tJGneral.ly 

respected was the l33ih ot their euperiority ana. theh­

privileged position. 



--..---.....---

U;p beb.ini father with little~ ep'*" 
I dreamt I was galloping, gravely horsed, 
I clreaat o~ & fJCJeptftf I oried a.tXl I oriod, 
Till roak aud. ahi~ were diYOrOeCl. 
Divild.on incarnate& An unh&PW rolel 
l(Y cawxtr.y has given me flint £or a eoul • 

. "Jm: KJ.oo:tn , ~ Ct?.~.n. 

tile the "people of the Book 8ld ri:t'le•• re~sed to 

g.rmt the f'ranobiiKt to the U1 tlandera in 'the !l'ratmV&IIl., the 

Victariau oeleb'JMted the DiamorJ! Jubilee of the Qt:een•s 

:reign, taking for granted that notbinB - le&.at ot all a few 

tbouand buutere and graaiera in iU diac:lplined. oo~oa -
oould ~~hake tb• per and p:rospority of an l:lnpi.re unrivalled 

in the biator.r or the '\'10rl4. The <Illy llote Of wm:nit~g against 

a1Jlb ~cy came, imnicalq eno~, ftcm the -*1 wbO •• 

later to "be derided ae t:be ".k::ln8•• ~etertt a:ui •tbellOUth• 

p:l.oce o£ the Thqliw ... 

In the Jubilee ~ar Xipling pub:U.Ze4 •Recesa1oo.al" in 

!l'ba Timea, plead:1:lc J,lB.rtioular~ :t'br humility idat "tbe 
tlault md. the smutingtf. It ia m the stzo1lgth o.t thi.ll l.J:d.o 

'that T.S .. Eliot called Kipling a 

great b1mn l'a'iter.u111 is cme of the poems in 
wbich aanst.bit8 brea1ca tl'.trou.BJl :frail a <leeper 
lewl than that o£ the mind o£ the oonaoioua 
observer ot ~litical and social affairs ... 
~thing wbioh baa the~ prophetic (l) 
inaptra·U.oxh 

lCi:pllng tells us 1n his autobiosrapby, §g;tethW ext tyael£, 

tbat "Raoeseiatal" WM the di:n.ct result af a "ce.rta.tn optJDai.SIIl 

tbat soared" himJ an opti:UBCl that he detected in CGntmt:po%'0.1';7' 

English soo:l.eV• (2 ) Ho added that he save the voreoa. to 

!lh~ Timee .. beo,lUee far tbia kinl of work I did nat take P\Yil1Gnt" 

and liCllt on to inaiat: 
"1 amuld .not l.i.ki9 the poople \Yb:Jae good op1nion I 
Tal,ut)d to· bolave that I took IIODeiJ' :tbr vereea an 
Joaeph Chamberlain, Rbodea, JA-4 JUlner, or &n7 c4 
my South African v«rM 1n ~e T:ime.. (') 

1. mor. A ,Ghoi90 of X!Rl:l;M'• verse, p.l6. 

2. XIPLING, S<:methi!Jt ot Myelf,t P•l47• 

s. rup., P•l.48· 



•lll• 

!!'he wrae to lbioh he lWf'ers haa bem al.most ()Omplete~ 

foxgotten but Kipl.ing baa ae s;wd - = in tezma of length of 

residencEl - an even bett.r title to be ranenberecl as a South 

.L.~oan writer than Pringle hsa. Kipl.i.ns' hai :firet viaitell 
I 

the Cape u a ~Ull8 man of twenty .. sia. Lato:r in lifo, part~ 

be tella us, sio~ by the boaatful ald. oookal:ro atmosphere 

of ~land, b8 jw~ed lOUth -.-aj:,. with hio family at the 

end of' the J\ibiloe Yea:~' to 
"a boeu:'ding-houee at WJnberg, kept by an Iriahll>man, 
who :taithf'ully :followcl tbl Jnatinota of hor :mea 
and sp1"8ad ai•rlea and diucorafarts :roum bar 1Q 
retmm fozo BOOd 110niee. M the chUdlWl tlu:w'e, 
aa4 tbe oolol.lr, 11~t. 814 bal.t'-oriental manner• 
fll tho laD1 bound cba:lna xound our heart• for 
~to OOIIMh" 

!t waa on tbia viai t that lCipl.iDg firet mn Bhorlos and. 

fo1md him "aa inarticulate as e. uohool ... boy o£ ftfteen." 

(1) 

Le•ter em Rhodee 'IINI to o±'.f'or 'b Xipl1JtBe the use of the howae 

,;. for artiota to dream in .. whi$ he had built in the gJ."''U1'¥i8 

o:f Gxoote Sehuurt 

To th:l.at Pamdiae we moved eaoh year-end :t'.,m 
1900 to 1907 - a o<nplete equipage of govemosa, 
maJlls and oh114Nrlt so tb&t 1he latter oame to Ja¥)fr 

and thozefbre, aa children will, to am the umon ( 2) 
Outle line • stnards IDd aU. 

Upl~ aeriou.aly oo DSiderecl eettling pe1:11tanently at the 

a.,.. Al:tbo~h, tor val'ioua retSBOne, ho 414 not ® ao, he 

obvi~ l'G11ahecl those annnal ~a into the mns 

"Ship-board life", he wrote, "going and ocming, 
1flllll a men prol.cmsation af' South A:t.rioa and ita 
interests. DlCil'e Wl"' Jew a plenty frail tba RmdJ 
P1anoorat Native O<Ndaaion&X'It de&U~ with Buutoe 
~ ZW.uat me ot the llatabele Ware am the openil:& 
of Rhodesia; pxQspectara; politicians of all atripea, 
all :fUll of the:l:r lmsilllea.,. ( .5) 

Rsaembering tho passionate intarest which Kipling alwaya 

took in l'hat men did it is reuonable to asBUI:le that he learnt 

a great deal, not only on thase ~' but d.uring the wazm 

Cape winters, about Africa al1i the men lbo worked in her who 

were fashioning the A.fri~ that -.ae to come. 

Kipling was certainly an Imperialist, but the term noede 

olarifioation. Ae he Cl~,he had l$t.rnt about tho Enpim 
I 

1. KIPLING, ~ethinj ot KY•g,M", 
2. Ibid. p.l67. 

3· Ibid. 
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f'.Nm men who did 1 ts dirty worlt and. llllo, in !.1Ja11Y ca.seo, 
expected • am got - littl& 1"e'fim'd111 The :Empire Wlla & 

concept which sti.:rrfld hie~ }X)etic imaginatioo, bG wimed 

to interpret it to the British people at homef he saw in 

it tlD material for a great epics 

Eor Xilil.ing 1JSCi3 doing for Engltwd what 
Whitman did for •rica a generation earlier­
be wu deaoribing a vi tal period of eDI!Jrfl3 met 
(a:paneion in poems 'Which could be \Ulerrioocl by 
riah ancl poor alilat. (l) 

In no sanae a :ra.oialiet as tbe tezm ia used ~ (!Ha alor» 
aupporta this ntatanr.mt) Kipling ainoe~ beliEMid that the 

:ari tiah Pmpire 1f08 a pranotor of progt."'sa and happiness; a 

auamtan err civilisation, ot "The Law*' by wb.iob men DNSt abide 

if tb•y wiah to pmvct themeelv.s f&ll~ng into the pit of 

barba'ria 81:14 c:haolh 

This idea.listio 't'iew ot the :&npire urd.81"Wnt oome 

clarifica.tion and. modifioatian a s h6 grey older. Edwa:rd Sba:nl<B, 

in his study of Kipling, has ruggested that t1» Anglo-Boer war 

wae a omcial. event in the ;poet'• li:te ani that it wu, in parb, 

responsible t:or the diaetion in 1lhiob hia thoughts beg~ to 

m"''e ao that 

'be1bM 1914 he had ~y bf)fJWl to think that the 
salfttiozl of the world ooul4 tOt be left to the 
Blr1 ti.sh »npi:re or evea to a league of the »tgUBh­
SJlC'akixlc l!GO.Ples. a. had begun to dream o:f an 
ef'feotive camb1nation of thoee elencta in all 
mtiona whicm bel1eve in older~ and peBOOable 
gove:maent. (2) 

Whatever the treud hia 'thought• wem to taka in the Mul:e 

Kipling greeted the outbreak ot war in SOUth Af'rioa with 

f'The Old Iesue, October 9, 1699••. This lyric, an appeal 1o 

Engllsl:men in the ~ not to suf'fe:r the itdignit1es of 

Xl'uger's dictatorial xule, must be read in tho lisbt of events 

1n the :Boer Republic prior to the Jameson Raid: 

•Here is noUdng ll8lf l'X)r aUf#lt Ul'lpt"OV'cn,' 8t1fl tbe 
Trunpeta, 

·~ teet ha.vo WG.1'll it am the :rca4 is old iD1eed. 
••It is the Xing • the King w 84hoolod ato:xetimel ' 

(T:rumpru in the marab.ea - 1n the •10t ail Rwm,ymedel) 

The so-oalle.d "Uitlanderan wore to Z"Cenbera 

1. READE, Hain C?F!!!Jt! 1a ){Qlern Lij!epture, p.19. 

2. SHAl~, §!limN Qplipa, p.ll2. 



• 

"ill we have of :freedo:l, all wo uae or know-
!l.bie ou fathers bouebt for us long and long~· 
Ancient Ri8bt wmotioad ae t.hAt "I:Jreath ., draw-
:t<w.va ~o live by m m~•s leave, un®mea.th the .taw." (1) 

~i• plea on behalf o£ tbe vot~•• E:ngliahmen in the 

~ .. written two naontlls betore the bee.vy defeats 

infl1oted UpOn B.t'it1ah troope by the Boers in ·mat of:llle to be 

~ in England as "Ble.clt VlGek". The Britiab. oam~al ties o~ 

thU 'llllek mt:r:e about 3,(X)O (a minor ekimiah oompo:red with the 

1,100,000 man loat by both &1<We in the J3attle o£ the Sa:vae), 

but 8ad1 fi~ wore o. s}'l..a.tter.l.:ng ~i8l¥}8 fOr tho Vioto:d.al'lS • 

®pad by the t:r.adi'O:i.on of imper:l&l inrtno1bilit7 .. and tQe7 

®ultl aoa.roely ~ t th$ l'l81rSe 

The ahook :feli at the caau\1. ty li.ste 1e ref' leo ted in tho 
Bandbilla ot the pciod. This om bean the impr:l.nt ot 
"F. Janea, hinte, 55, Lambert street, Shetf1eld... It 

announood in 618'antio blaolt capitals: 
DISM'TROOS BA.TTIE. 

NW$ .r.oso gr liUTI§I! sqw~ IN :rJl§ TRA.lBVAAL • 
• 

Versoe on the fee'ful elat.~ter o£ Bri tieh TJ:OOpe at 
.taing' a Hek, Fabruaey 27th, 1861. 

Air: Teddy o'Neal.e. 

W tidinaa we hear mm our gallant ·a:> ldiem, 
Who a1~ ~t1ng the bra on .Af'rica' s ehore, eto. ( 2) 

At the beBinninc of the aeccalA Anglo- Boer oontlict Kipling 

seems to have bee oonvillcecl o:t its neeeasiiyra 

(T:lme iteelf ia witness, till tho o.ttle joins, 
Deeper strikes the rottenness in the people's loins.) (3) 

Ho wu to be tar less Bure of the hoalill£ nat~ C1! tho sWOJ:Q. b7 
the em ot 1his tutU. :f'm.trioide. 

In OJ."der to mia~e ntJ~ to 'b'lq '*.c<mfarta•' ib r 'the 1.0ld:l.ora 

in Sout.h .A:fric&, Kipling wrote llfJ:!h• .A.bMnt-miJ:ded .BaSBar" t Wah 
waa set 'tD l'lJWiio oy Sir Arthur Sullivan aod zeci1ied and 8Ullg 1'.ran 

Hull to Hong Kong. AD®rding to Julian Ralph, 1he Special war 
Oo:rnaponrl.Eu1i to the ~Daily Mail.", .Kipli1.Jg ow:e replied men 
ooqr.ratula:t94 on being the autbort 

"I have heard 'tlun pieoe pl4QGd on a ba.rrel-orgar., 
am I 1110Uld ahoot the man wm W'rOW it U it wou14 
not be ouicide"· (4) 

1. XIPLING, lflJ.'he Old Isa1e , Ootobez 9, 18991 Dle Five Natima,:p.l07. 

2. · HAND.BILL in Jolmllrulsburg Pnbllc Library, .A:trioo.na collc otion. 

3· KIPLn~, "The Old. lsSle, Oo'b:> ber 9,1899", ?;he Five No.t1me,p.l07• 

4• Quoted b7 JullaD Ralph in 'iS' a :ar¥Qter Side, p.112. 
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Whatevoer the authorta tlleliDga ~X'&, !.fhe Absent-minded 

Beggar FUnd raised abollt a quarter ot a million pc>u:-.da, 

scae o~ whiah 1m11 spent on tobaaoo.. .Kipling's oommeot 

that the veraea ''bad some .U.ements at' dixect app3al. 

but ••• laaked •poetr.r•,. (l) ia not only an obvioua eno~ 
statement but it suppOrts Eliot • s argument that 1t is 

possible to oonUa.st verae w1 th poetry wi·thout 

neoeauarily implying a vpluo judp.ont: 

I do Dl.'>t fliom, h~, by ftrH, the 
1Jork of a man who would wr1 te poet:q if be 
oould: I m~u by it ~•tbina which d.cea 
what 'poetry' could not Q.o.,.. ba knew 
perf'eotly well what he was doingl &l'Xl 
:f'.rom hia point ot vift moD •poetry• would 
interfere with his purpo#eo... {2) 

In this oue moro poetey wwld probablr baw bouabt 
lees toba.oco. . 

Kipling wan hiiJJCel:f aware at a distinction between 

verse a1ld poetl'yt 

Sir Ian Hamilton ~otes a letter ~ 
Hi"3. Fleming in Which she 89\YG tha-t all hie 
lifo her brother •drew a oareM dietinction 
botlteen wrse snd poas' t at one of' tho~ 
lent meetings he CJ."Qdi ted himself w1 th a 
dozen t~poemau, en estioate 11hiab be ilm:ediately 
aft&rwa.rda radu.cGd by halfe 11'J!be r~st wexe 
just ve:-oea•. (') 

Duzing the nr Kipling left h1a i'azaily in C:ape !i!Own 

and travelled a.bout ihG country, gett:i.ng aa o1aar to the 

f:ront lina (in ao far as one ~ e:xisted) u posaible, 

and worldl'!B hln'd &.e an AeeQciate Fi1i tor o£ Th() E):icsl'ld 

1. KIPLlliGt Sg:neji:bipi of Jlt!!lf1 pel50t 

2. mor, A choi¥ o;t, PJliws•e verse. p.)s. 

.. 
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in ~ontoin.{l) 
d.escription of Kipling a.a ha lolGw bim at tba.t time:. 

A ma.n of m.10h bron.d "build a:xi abOrt neck that 
you. do not :realise bbl. to be of the awmge atature. 
~a. broad•brim:fr:K:d, flat brawn bat o£ .Boer 
pattern, and OOlOW that & brown ahorl CQa.t am very 
:t"ull trousers to match, a vigo:rou~~ £~, ¢ole: 
in nlOVOlllant as a panther, quioker still in speooh1 
e. sw:blS'in€: 8.00. rolling figttre with head up am. bat 
nll back out a:t the Wl!r1 Of his sight Jhiob is f:'Ner 
tm:own upward. as i:f' he ~bed. tbe e1cy while he 
walked. F..ia f acet i.a quite a 01atch :for hie boccy', 
behlg roum and. bma4 aa well a.s wide-eyed and 
blert.. .lliB gyes are its most ootable :fea.turea, 
far they ar& very lf.,:rge and open, &l'd ea.<h one is 
arched by the buah1est cl black eyebrows. Ther 
m.--e babitualq :re:fhlctive ani sober eyes, wt, l..:i.ke 
a flash, they ld.:alle with fun, and om equally quickly 
turn duU and aton;r when good occasiou t:l.riaes. It 
ie not the typitlal peat's or aobolar•s faoe so muah 
as it is the :f'ace of the man anong mon, the out-of• 
®or man., t.be earneat, sb.re'C ob&exver ani the ( 2) 
i1"Y&~sible hard worl::;er. 

Kiplixlg devoted the Ybcle of a fe.irly lengthy chapter in 

b1a reticent ~t!WM.\ of f&Y;ael:f to his South A:trioal 

observations. Th& eup;.!l'ior., a~mmt cynical tone o£ many of 

l If "Lord Robarts entered .Bloemfontein on Jl.a:rch 13, 1900. 
Hie Gover.oor, Gttueral .Pretyman., sent for .Arthur .Ba:rlow and 
asked hall ~ ccmtinue the ed.itol'MJ.p. :B&'rlow re:f'llaod -
'it would have been a. tnt tol"''U.a aot :for a 1ree state burgher 
to ed.i t an enemy newspaper during a war• t he d$olared &f'ter­
WM'd$ - and so .Lord Stsnley1 the clUe£ press oentJor, a.rra.npd 
with PeNivAl Iandtm, the co~pondenb of ~e Times", London, 
H.A. G~, ohiaf eorrea:po-ndent of Reuter's :P:ress A.gettJy, 
Julian Ralph, the ~oa.n <Dr.ro&pOmem, and F.w. Burton, of' 
"The Star~'~, Joharmea'b'l.ti."Sr 1io produce ~ Friexld.". They 
:fo:muw. a. omaai ttee of ~U~.alt ani ealled in the assistance 
of other a;.,eUngt~ci journa.\iats, anong them being LiCDel 
JIIDlea, llel ton Prior, Bennatt Durleign,A.:a. (,..Banjo") Patterson, 
of AUatralia, md mobars o£ cl;hers fl.'Qn Great Britain al'ld tha 
Do•'):i.nions - and, most mo'I.W ot than all, ~ Kipling. 
u ' liev'or again will there be such a paper', .. rote Kipl.il!g. 

1 1fevGr again such a star.tl llever suoh fine la:titst 1 u 

SP!.(?ial. ~ §!Hl,~. to •t!be Fr.iepd", June,lO,l9SO. p.u. 
see u~! }Jr.i.Jfrtg Side bJ" Julim Ralph t"or a. breezy acc..-ount 
of hia unooiation with Kipl~ on The Mem. The erl&t1tnoe 
of pxoofa carreabed by KtplirlB show 'b struggles which ooourred 
between tba atitore &."ld the .Boer compoaitora \1bo rens.tl'W3d at 
t~ir work .. 

11l'O:r a atri..ldllg :pioturo o£ the minor cha.ractera who 
:t'igu:red as O\U' fol:'Elm.en am eanpoaitors in tbe mwspaper of.fioe 
the reader w1U do w4ll to xood Ru.dyard. Kipling's • A Burgher 
o£ •• Free State t, one of the ehart stories he wroto a.tter hi a 
return :f'l:om South A.fi>ioa in the early 1Rl!211Br ol 1900. 

"It ·soood us anooiates of the Il8ster s to.ryteller how 
insta.r.rtl;y, lm>adly, and aooUl"&te~ he ia able to imbibe md 
absorb the colour am spirit, and even the most minor aeoessoriea 
o£ &rr3 new and strons situation al.'O\Uld. biJa. It will eho.r tbe 
reader bettor than a.rt¥ amount of another nan' s writing tbe 
characters af our helpmeets and nelshbanrs, tmd the atmosphere 
in whioh they moved.. • RALPH, ws•e Jh:ieter Sifi•• p.U. 

2. RALPH, War's :Brieffi,~er 51@, p.llj. 



hie~: 

EaCh caz~~o bad ita own reputation in the 
fiold, &nd. tho gri~~lier 'lille:t.r bal.Udo the greater 
0\U." nepeat. Ther.t wtr.S an elderq oontir:Jgcmt 
tran Wa1£ker3troQlll 'lhich denu:mied most oautioua 
hN'ldli.Dg. They $lot, as you might ~. for 
the pot. (1) 

At long last, we were lm."'t apologizing 1x> a 
deeply .. im~1&\llt people t1han ve had beon nursing 
a.nl dootorlll8 for a yaax• or iwc>J ar.ld. mo 6'Xp8cted, 
and. reooived, all mlllnner of :tr~ gifts d. 
fWpli~s ·:'or too :tarming they b.E.rl mver pr~tisod. 
~ put thEm 1n a po~ tio.n to uphold am e.QlWd 
tl:~eir prlmi tive lust for racial dolllirJ4tion, am 
th~ GOO. 'We lrore 'rid or a knave'. (2) 

oan easily be used to i!up:port the cbt.\rge that b& was bitterly, 

awn beaottedly, anti-Boer. This is a. j~ont on Kiplins 

whioh ie not m.q>ported b)r hia poetq. In "General Joubert", 

to take but OM' example, he both camnfJ3J.Orated a Boer leader 

(not aanething one 1¥0\.Ud axpeot fran the bard o~ imper1alism) 

am hinted that the motives mieh led to tbe war were - on 

both sidett • far i':raa ~= 

With tbO• th&t bred, with tho&$ that loosed the etrife 
Be had m pa.rt whose hand& were clear ot gain; 

:But subtle, strmg, ard sirnbbom, gave his lifo (') 
To a. lost cause, and kr.law the gift was vain. 

Most of ·l;he w:rsea inspim. by the conflict in South Africa 

a.ppea.t'Gd in 190:5 1n a. volune oal.lsd l}lo Fiv• Rations. The the:nea 

em notewo-.C'ih3'• Thi8 ~rabid Jinao writes no trimpbant 

paea.na to celebrate the d.es:rl,y l.x>ugbt British victorieaJ he 

w.ri.tea no "hate" potllla euoh ae bis vitupe:m.tiw Nthe Hun is at 

the gate" pt'OVOkled later b7 tho first World war, nor doe• be 

attempt to lampoon~- e. favcw:ite British indoor epOrt of 

tbe t.i1'M am or• •hiah has ita a.d.bera1ts evon to-d-v. Instead 

XiplinB's v.rses deaoribe b hardebipa of oampaigning in the 

veldJ tl~ oriticize the m:1ab9XI'lling of the war• they look 

:f'o.rwro:d to a peace:tully united £~ in ~ Settler"' and tile¥ 
make the f rank adruioaions oi' .,Tl'>..o Le4son". Signif'ioant too 

ia the fact that he incl udeci the ~ .. Reoeseional. •• alld placed 

it ~ in the volume .. 

--------·--w•-----••--•~--•~-~------~··-·P-~-·-·--•-4r-••-·---------·-·-·-·--·---
1. Kl.PJ~ING, Sanetp.ing Of; !Y!!lfJ p.l64. 
2. !bid. p,l66. -
'• leifi·"Genaral JO\lbert", lh!iycd Kipl.i,pg's Verse, incluaive 

edition. p.2,9. First publiabsd 1n ~ Priem. 
topthel' with IDm Ro~:t"te' Telegram at s,tnpatby to 
Preaidmlt Kruger. Jlaroh 30• 1900. 



Kipl.i!Jg had a strong senao of his mission as an artiat. 

Ria evall8811oal seal in what hG initially reg&l.'ded as the 

true faith of Jlnpire m"" to acme uttnt - aa a.nJca baa 

suggested - have been the p:t"'duat of his aonoom:f'omist baok• 

groUDd. \llatever the oauae,a.ui whatever hie ci011bta he was 

e1irred b7 tb1a uniozs. o~ the Eng.Uah speaking peoploa (tho five 

nat:t.ol'J8) in a oournoo effort agatnst the Boer rebela • 

.~~an¥ or the veraa 1a thia volume are arred obiefly by 

a too overt propagal!4&. "Dh-&e of Dead Sietera .. , 1br example, 

is 1i ttle more than an aoadeic exercise in the faoilo manner 

which .., ao often his dcwnfalla 

Who ~calla the ~ 8lld the ~ tents :l.n ordor 
(Violot peeks t;)lifted tb:r:ough the orystal evening air?) 
Attl the oUnk of iron teaoupe am the piteous, noble 

laughtg, 
And. the faces at 1be Sieters with the dust upon their 

hair? (1) 

All Edmund lileon apt~ expressed, 1 t thi8 1a ~ li:cymed 

jwrnal.ill!l decorating the Z'88dy rrade morality af' a patriotic 
partiaan". (a) 

In c011tnat to these linea (in which mithmr the scem17 

nor the ho:roia of the nursing sister, 8218rgea with aJ\'f force 

or olarity) ia "Br!dge-G1AB.rd in the K&l'roo"• (3) 'lho first 

stanza evokes tba almoet 'tangible qlBlity <If' the li{i#l.t wbioh 

dl&l'aoterill9a the little JC&Troo in the eveninga, outliDing 

the L&!tgeberg aountatns against the alqa 

SuidGn the deserl obanglla, 
9le raJI glee sonona and o11np, 

Till the aching OUdtshoorn rangea 
stand up like the throm s of kings -

!!he ~erbolicaliraage ani plethora of adje~we 1n the seootld 

stansa ie not suo oeBS:tult 

Ranparte of s~ter and peril -
Blalillg, eaaing • aglow 

'Tir.f.zt 1he .q--Une'• belting be~l 
Ani the wine-dark :tlate below. 

Th1l is :tollCIIWed. b.r an unoriginal but neverthelooa delicately 

romautio impresaion of the landscape at cnsets 

~181. the pageant closes, 
Lit by the lMt at the sun • 

Opal and aah-o:t-rosos, 
Cil'lti8IDOll1 umbel" md dun. 

1. KIPLnm, "Dirge o:t Dea4 Sisters", RufY!rd. p;pling•s VQ!!!, p.215. 
2. t11LSON, tt'be llOWJd. ant\ the .Bow, p.]29. 

3· Mler ooneidars thie the bast pocn Kipling vote about South A:frioa 
Talks m SOuth g'rioan Poetr,y, s.A.:a.c. 28th October, 1955· 
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:Hcwe'fu, it ia not in 1 ta open1~ that 'th& poem's appeal 

lies, but in the objeotivity of the linea describing the g.roUp 

at W&l'7t bo:Nd m•n who• job lt was to guazd the millftiT 

bridge. IJ!he rail~ plevred a vital role in a. war in whioh 

the cou.ntry 1taelf' was almost a greater .-my than the CCmnal'lk>a. 

ttbe destruction of oara:nunioatiom waa JDtU"e ciamaB1Dg to tl» 

"Rooinele" (who could not live off the land) than it was to the 

iDiicenoWJ :Boer. llowever, Railway picketins wa.s an inglorious 

occupaticm. Xipl~ captures ita lomllness and mon::rtOZ\YJ 
b twil14#1t nallows 1he thiolmt, 

'lbe atar]Jght l'4M3al& 'the ridgeJ 
The whistle tmiUa to the pioket • 

We •a oh&a1g.l.n.g guard on 'the lD:'idge. 

(Fh, ibraotten ani 1om~, 
&re tbl apty rootala ebine • 

No, not ccmbatants • only 
Details suardinB the line.) 

Skil1Ully the poet abUta our attention frclll the aunoun:U.tg 

ftl4, the dS.atant mounta:lna (their s.~ggeation at spe.oe and 

1.mmenld.ty emphuiaing the isolation of tba man) to the pa.tbetio 

details which co nstitut. tbe rcutiM of a acntry' e lifec 

We slip th~qrh tM broken panel 
. ot tenae by tbl ganger• s ahedJ 
••• • •• 
We atumblo en m:tbae o"t ratione, 

The beef md the bi&cuit-tinaJ 
We take our appointed ata.tiona, 

And 'the endlesa nl£iJ,t begina. 

As the li~t tadea the pioto:rial :l.nutfes ;yield to the distinctive 

aou.nds of atoh a ni~tc 

hear the Hott mtot herders 
Ae the llheep, oliok past to tbe fold -

And. the oliak c£ the .zeetlesa girders 
Aa the etee1 a>:dtraota in the oold • 

Voi oea o£ jaclkala oal line 
Axld, loui in tb• huah bet._n, 

A aoreel ot dry 6U'tb falling 
Fran the flanka o~ tbe e~d. ravixle. 

It ia eo txue cd uaot thD Kipling tai&ht btma been on 

auar4 duty himaelf. IJ.be sharp, recur.rent tap-piJlB of ~be 

(1) 

sbleps• hooves 011 the bard veld is aclminbly • .tWsosted 1n "clldc ... , 

-.bile the detail o~ the f'alling :fzagment of c1:q au:tb, a noise 

"laud in the bueh betwec", ebow that Kipling knew how dietinotq 

1. IOP.Llm-, "Bridge Guam on the Xar=oo", The Five llatiol18, 
p.l13. 



aOUDda oo.rry ao1-0aa the wl4. SUoh verses are an example ot 
hia g1:tt a£ enterins imaginatively ~o and 1hen nool'ding, 

the exper1GDD• of other men. i111:b tba ezooption et£ paasageo 

in Olive S4Jhreiner'o pmae tbia ia tba truest, nioat real.iatio 

deaoription cl a ni&bt 1n 'b K.arxoo that had yet been 11rittm 

in EnglJ.ah. ~·tact that the lines WEre not written by a 

· man to liloca we can .aacr.tbe that somewhat ambi6UOWJ opi that, 
SWth Afdcan, mn b7 an Erlg}.iJimlan mo atxugglotl, (durlng 

ha reEd.clenoe bel'e) to oaaprehald the nat~e of: tbe ldl1to Dan's 

life on tbio O)J'3inant, })XO'I'U ~b:il'Jg na-e thz what has 

~ been aatd - it ia clmprous to link the oonoept of 

Nat:lana1.1aa too oloaely with the development of a. mtioml 

ll toraturoe. 

v .... such .. then &S wn aa hie e:xpn .. ione at hope 
f<rr a united SOiltb. Ab':lct.: 

Later Clhall rise a pecple, sam cd gmat, 
Forsacl in .-troJJg f1 zu, by equal war uad.e Otlitf 

Telling ol4 battles ave withw.t hate - (1) 

(a bope shared with pasaiomte intenaity by Olivo Scbl'eimr) 

are a truer :reflection ot KipUng•a aonald.ar:ed. judgment upon 

tbl tragic :fiasoo o-r ibe "War fOr heedc.~, tban l!l&J:\Y or hie 

moxe widely puhl:lciucl rema.t'ka oatbe au.bjeot. Hia auto­

biog.rap}o" for instaiXJe, ia a singul.oor~ end, one feels, 

. deliberateq aupar4cial read .. a aoZ't o£ "public face .. , 

while muob or hie writing at tba time (tbe i!AAlea for tbt Staff~2) 
for: instance, were daahed oft Sn odd DJ)lZl8!1W tor the cter. 
t&f.rment of Uoop8. 

Elhund. rtilllDn's vemiot on the Kipling at this periDdJ 

"ftmmoua, D>rb14, diatorted, .. 1• an owraimpli£ied analyBI.s 

ot a complex pol'K) na.litya 

'Wh•n the Boer 'FIR U~ breaka, K.1pl.ir:8 
is at m• em the apot, with almost all the 
oormGt reaotton~~. He 1e now at the Hnith ot 
hie rG,puto.tion, am he reoaiws owx;y Qf'fioial 
oourteq. Am thau8J, he mar oritioise the 
handliJ:Jg ot s. oamp'ri.fPl, he never questions the 
rightneaa of 1te object. (}) 

Xiplins umoubt~ thoupt 'llat the war na nec•aa:q but 

1. KIP.tn'G, "CencaJ. Joabert•, The Fi'Y8 tya.tioP§., p.65. 

2. KIPLinG, publi~ed in b l!!!S.4• 
,. IILS(Jl, 91o Wound md 1he Bow, p.128. 

I \ 
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b1a miasivi»P about the ~latld 'lbioh bad ~U&bt it abalt (l) 

am hie CDntempt o£ the wu it was ban!le4 inOl"eaeed aa the 

campaign clraaed on. Th1a diagu.IR is trenoharltq cmpresae4 

in "'l'ha _.that be 'Took", ot 11hich be ~decl. tha almost 

eve:cy word ss baaed OD tact. (2) 

Thaxe are a nt11lber of thil1p in thiG allsht tale whidl 

Re indioa.tiYe of Kipling's stet aa a etc:ry telle. The 

aontraat between ihe .Boer ocmando and 1h• Briti ab :fcroe 1a 

ald.lf'ully drawn, the oonveraatiar1 of the South Afr.loan 

nure1nB alstw, brought up on tha Jran.too1 rlngs true in oontont 
and tone, tetJ&ion 1e czeated aD1 m~cl while there are 

sane excellent descripU.ve tou.ohesa 

A ~llillB plain of red e&l':th, speckled with 
looee etooes ani qar-bWJh, ran northlr&1:d to 
tba aoarp~ 8lJ4 apure of a Z'8ll8& of little hUls• 
all ban.wl and ~atecl in the beat-bazth 
SOU1hwa:rd1 the level lost 1 tself i..'"1 a tangle of 
sowb-~ hilloolal1 UJi;loaved withcut pUt"pOSe 
or order, seawcl awl bla.ckcnecl by the strakee at 
the oa.relesa lia.btn:t.nc, aeamad down thea sldee 
with ~pent watercaurau, BD1 ptppared :fL'OlD base 
to arm1t w.tth 8'tionea - riven, piled, H&tterecl 
stonee. Fa:r a-.r, to tbe eaatwa:rd, a lim o£ 
bl.ue-s-7 aountaine, peakled ani hOZ'Jl84, lif11e4 
itself owr the h\Widle cl the 'tortured e&l:'th. 
It was the only thing tba.t held ~ tbr~ 
~ liquid mtrap. 1'be neaxw billa detacbocl 
themaelvea :f'mm thl plain, a'ld ewaa fonard like 
islams in a m1llq ocean. (3) 

1&:)~ ot UpliDg• • Boel:' war atodee WGZ'e ptblisb&td 1n 

"Tnf:fica tt:tld Diltoovar.iea" in 1904. On the whole they an 

mtten fmm the point of view of the ~ 80 that the 

Afrikaner ocmea in far a :tail- amCAmt of rl.d.ioul.e md oritioisa. 

"A 88hib•a U'al'", :tbr illatauJG, which reoouma tba dlvotion cl. 

a Sikh to hia &IB11Bh o:tticer, rapzeeen ta as wily m d treacbeJ!OUS 

a group of Boera .m ambuah 1M CJemY f.l'c:lm a •erd.ng:i7 imocent 

farmbo'wle. att Kipl.i.ng waa not, in euoh writing, 1JiV.1ng his 

oca~demcl opinion ot the whole futile struggle or o-t the 

neooae1ty to 
atone 

Far the set foU7 flld 'the red breoh, 

be waa merely yarning about eome :lncidant or pa lbapa de8CZ'ibinS 

aome peraoDDl.ity Who had oaue)lt ~a fano7• A.rliaticall7 

A. oormpted EnglaD1 1b.iob he · attaolmrl in "The Islandentt, 
a people who had (in Kipling'il view) desecrated their hiah, 
imperial ~fie· am daeerNd ohasti-entl 
*J.Ihen wee the j~nte loosenedJ tblm 1I'U your sbane reveale4, 
At the banda o~ a.UttlA people, :tew ~apt in the field"• 

"Tbb Islanders, tt Tbf Piw Natioll&, p.l'-'• 

See K.t?L.Irn, ~e w that He took,., Ian! and SoB Tal.os, P•25• 
Ibicl, p.26. 
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Kipling' e South AN. oc talee 4o not ftdt hiib _,~ hie 

storiea - "The ltv' that He took" ie one ot the blwt of tb•• 
The1Z' inferiority 1e an 1deatb 1tlat ~ dti not lie ve~ 

cloM to bia heart. 

JtiplirJB often wmte abou.t 'tRl.r in the apir1t of a mmant1o 

Boy Soout. ~ attitule (w.:ident in m&l\Y o:t bia 8toriee o.o 
well aa in much of the vane in Dle FiY! Nat1ana) 1e a 

parUoularq ~the~o am inCDrlpr'ehew.ible one in the 

twentieth Qelltuz:r. 1lxt even betore 1914 the author o~ 
Barraok BDaa Ballade bad. o018, large~, it 888ll&, tbs'o\Jfjl his 

.Boer War e:lq)ED."iences, to the bitteJ~ roal.izat1on t1f the :thtility 

of th4t nord, o£ .... black waete or it all". 'l'bie ie a wleer 

K1p]Jng, a Kiplirlg who talka of •the eenaolees bullet" aD1 

"the barmn shrapnel "• 1ho oannot beR to think that the 
sam:ifice of lUe on the earth ~ • ~ to sl"' or be 

slain" 1 will not wentual.J7 be reUcecl by low ''unto life". 
1'heae qootations ~ ~Settler" (l) oane trcm a nan llho 

wae ta:r fl'Om ttvanen01.111, mol:bid, distorted" holrever tragically 

his pzo:phecies !DB¥ haw :tailed to materlalizet 

Hero, when rq :troah-turnecl fum.w'a 1'W1, 
AJ14 the deep .oil sUetens red, 

I 1f'1ll :repair tbe WJ."'ng that wu done 
To the living. am. the dead. 

Her., 'llhe%9 the aenaeleaa bullot feU, 
And the bu.l.'r«l ~1 burst, 

I w111 plant a tl."'ee, I wUl dig a woU, 
~t'le't the h•t atX1 th$ tb.il:et. 

Am when we brillS old fie;hta to mind, 
\Ye '1111 not rccber the ain • 

I:f there be blood an hie head of r:q ldnd, ( 2) 
Or blood en rq head of his ld.n -

'l'hia 1a pleqing in the atnoe.rity of ita theme, as 1n its 

matahing ~11o1~ o£ diction ext rhythm. It expresses the 

Mntimenu that one m18ht have el!PGOted to find oherishod by 

Engliebmen in sruthern A:f'rioa mo wore faced, after tbe tum 

0£ ~ oentUJ.7, with helpina 'I'D resettle a soat"ohecl and nvased 

land. HO\'ft!JV'er there 1f0re few wbo hea:t'd the fervency of 

Kipling' e Pl'B3W 

That • m~ ropaS.r the wrong that was dcme 
To the living am the dead. 

The eeooul pAri at b b'ive Nations waa entitled "Service 

1. KIPLill;., ••b ~ttlu", The J'ive Na-tions. p.l5'· 

a. Ibid. 

I . 

I . 
I : 
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sonptt alX1 •houlct be jll1pcl accot'd.ins17f they are for the 

on pu-t the balladiet•e ahr;qJle 4mlllltiaat:Lon of -.h ~·• 
point o:t view. 

~e :tim of the•, "Cbani·Paean Enslitb ~gular; '99-o2" 
ie a re-oaaat:ruotiCil ~ th• et.f'eot o~ b1a A:frican UjpBrionoea 

upon a Oll!lpa:lSlleJ:'• Ha ~ how be O$tl ever ~ to 
•ouaos both eidea of the ~t. 
And 'edeN two ai.de~ ot the 1~, 
Am the ];e.X'SOC an' •sentr,' betwent 
An• Wucmin • rq • aii 1lhc1 we meat • 
Me that taw been \lhat I've been? 

Evtmtuall;v he decides to trek be* to tho •outh to d.f.SCCWel" 

If it •a ~ my ~awq or DOt 
That 1he IJUJlSh1ne o£ lngland .1& p~, 
Ani the lxL'eeae• of England are J!lt&le, 
An' 1bfl'$'.s aometbin' &OM Sillllll \'lith the lott 
For I knew Of a sun at a wi:Dd.:t 
An• some pl•in• cd a ·llOlmtaln 'bo•ind., 
An' IKme graves b7 a bub-wire fen~• 
An' a Mollun I've f~t too might stve 
Jle • .1ob we:re I tNer inclined, 
To look in an• Qt1'8ad4l.e an• l.tve 
Where ~ • a ll81 tber a :road nor a tree -
M cml7 rq J.ilar an• me. (1) 

1'h18 1a tho exile in 2l'GV'el'Se, 811 aoooum of ..mat in :tact 

414 bappent 'b:l:r m~ who bM oorae to 1"isbt retumecl to eeti:le. 

'l'he "'18naU1e crutor ~Kim's Lama- an~ ot "'l'be Jl8n bom 
to ba K.Ulg4', t~Ma I!Jtor:f teller lfhD left the lQ.'tftit at Goo4 

Queen Blatt before he looking slaaa, felt alao an inetinctive 

6)'Jip&tlq tor thoa 1lbD i'ell in low with .AMaa. KiplJJ:as 

admired and ctoll.ed the a4Y'entUl'el", the £xont1orem&nf •t 
eimp~ beosuae the pioneer was the advance 8UA1'C1 ot Eapire, tbt 

be~&ld of' "'lhe Law'* but beoause Itl.pllng wnemted tbl am o:t 

action. To hha, aa t"o Ca.rqle, work waa holy, the SBOraz:aon't 

thl'Ousb whi<i1 mtm :tulfilla his deat~. That he holA. eucb a 

ph11~ i& reoopi2:ed bf &aile critios' 

It is a miGtaba to :l'ecard bill ae a mere twm.pet 
ot 1J9or1al1a. With him, Imper:LaliSill was u. 
accid.erltt it gsv• biJil aqe :fbr exprasirlg bie 
philo~ oE aetian. Action (since tho~t 
witb.ou.t aotion 1s inoomplete) wa.a :fbr bia tM 
~ mea• mm has for 0011batinc the notbinBneea 
tbat lll1TOU'DI:W lW:1.... (2) 

This pbiloiiO})h7 lecl naturall.J to a reapeot £ar the~ 

virtues of ~:rUnoe and OOtll'ap, to esteeo far tM 

--------------·-·------------------·----------------1. RlPLING1 1'hp F.i!! !Jjt,lone, p.l62. 

2. DOBRE&, ~· 1g !!!\. the J.!!t!, P•97 • 



~ *o o<*l.d ri@ am ahoot alit hol4 bia own 1n the 

wildArm'les&t. K:Lpl :Lng ~..,. tllu m •Pin• ~h the 

mnu.th o:e a regular: 

Ah ih_.o. Pietl - be-' ird *is ato»;y kop, 
Uith 'ill :Boer ~ u.• biltong, an• •1• 

flask of o.wful DopJ 
•:te !lsu~JU :tw .-ausenen1; an •is lJOl\1 :tbr 
m~t, 

l:tw known a lot o • :f'ellea dl.oOt a de' 
si@lt warao than Piet .. 

••• ••• • ••• 
I at.ntt mot<e p1'0\'Il o£ •&Yin• sn, 

.~I an plea.eed with PJ.et • 

.:aanea'th tbe deliberate unierstatement, the veiled 

alllJS:lov.. an4 the ftnOOQZ"lesa eha:f':t one can discern a ftal 

lldla:hoation tbr 1he Bar wi» ha4 pven b EngliSl. •tno end 

0'£ a lesson" • 

.Pem.tt the Mat of X1p~•s soldie:: piecea in tllia 

volune :la · the ... 11 krlown ".Boot a••; tlwl atmplio:lty a£ whicb 

conceal• ooneidera'ble tocbnial. JJld.ll. 1be f'im $ansa 

(1) 

ia bllil t al."'UD1 a var.l.ation on the "three heavy Jl\Oll083'llablea • 

toot, Blos, boots - and •ttte wlth the X'«f:nin: 

~'s no diacbarae in ·t;be 1111r1 

the etfeot is one C!J:t ~ monoton;,1 <)£ 1feal7t indi:t.f'ezent 

men tramp~ oaUeaaq oozoas a batt~ 1!hoae potcntJal. 

VGa. atzootohed flQa Cape T6wn 'to tho Z.bcld; 

Don't - don't - dan.•t - d.oQ•t "" l.GOk a.t what •• 1u 
front O:t' ~ 

{Boote ... boot& • boote .. boota• mOV'ln' up an* down 
qain)f 

lien - aen - Mn "" man .. aen go .mad nth ntahin• '•• 
An' there's no cUacha.rae in the w:r. (2) 

Al:thou@l h bulk ot K1pliJl8' e South A.Moa:r1 work is emall 

he 4eacxnu a:eo()Snits.on :l.l'l tbAt hinor,;r o:t the writings intpbe4 

'bJ' thia qouf11Dm:t. Fo:t' oDe 1lhinB he und.eatood. (h.c:mewr 

l.acJd.ns at t1mee in a®tilty o:£ ~oa mcl ~the mCDUlOZ' in 
wbich hA9 expr.ssed it) tbe pl'Ofouud attraction at Af'rioa :fb:r 

·the piomerblg WeatertJ&rt 

Lived a warum Wltllderi'ul, 
(J!q tbe tom eme.."ld herS) 

Neither simple, k1D:l1 nor ~' 
But her PaBan beauty drew 
<J.In'iatim gentlemen a 'b1ft 

Hot~ to attend he• 

1. XIPLlltG1 "Piet••, The Fi;~ He.t12P!1 p.l99-

2. AM• UBoote", P•lB'• 



.A£r!ca'o ·beauty, 1ik8 Cloopa~"&ra, wae ·~~~~ tbe 
!)".gli8h pion;ae%'8 ooul4 e:x,p~ot little in ratum :ft8:> tbeh­

dCV'O'ti1on, ~t 
~ e$0QID&d h$r :favour more 

'lban a !thl'O• • a tQmda t:f.on. 
Fe&' the slory of her~ 

.Bade 1:arewell 'bo ·owect and race -
Yea, a1d tMde their burial ... plaoe 

.Utu ct a lfa'tion. 

'1'b& ~olipM O'l Kipllng•s "Npute.tion, an eclipse brought 

about not ~by h1a imp«iaUan 4nd hie topioality1 but 

also (eanemat p?.radoxically-) b7 hie swp~.cioue ability -

(1) 

the almost diaaatl'OU.a oue 1t'i th whieb. he aould handle eo wide 

a ranee of f'oxma and eubjeots, makes it di:f'fioult to grasp 

the extent to 1lb:ioh hia ver.aa wre read, recited and iaitatod. 

In 1900 Xipllng'e mputaticn waa at 1te heishtf hie 1limenoe 

wcu.e did not tail to have its repercuea:!.one - both oonsoioue 
tU:d uncon~o:lou • upon nearly .all the .Englim boJ..l&diate 1nc1 

'VftBitie:n of the period. li<d.ther were SOU'tb Atr1oan8 ao 

ieolaW 1.ha.t thor etJQL\}."ed the ~rat :rever. It ie not true 

to state that 
tbe !Dglo-Bocr lftlX' wo.s l &tt to tho intex:pretation 
of~ Xipl1ng and Be2117 Newboli, am tbat 
then 'ftlm!l ~ratinly few eoboee of ibese two 
poria from the ~iah-apeeld.ng SOUth Africans, 
at a time 1lbM their ve1w was derivative of 
EngU.Ih modol8. (2) 

.An exte:ma1 taotor 1fhirm had helped to poy>ul&t'ize Xipllns'• 
veree tllrcmgbout the Qlglieh speakif18 lfOrld was the developnent 

ot the choap Preu lhich catered for a hU&Gt I!JC1-eduoe.te4 

:readerehip. A• a ~ ~01U'Ml.!et in IDU.&, Kipling h.a. 

wri~en his Ant ballade to f'iU bliiDka in The Civil &D1 

M1lftaz.x Q!eii!l he often dicl IIUOb the RD.o thing later in 
Bloemfontein. !J;be extont to which E12gliabnen were intere&ted 

and ab8orbe4 by the evont& of the South .A:fr.t.ea.n wat' waa intenei£ie4 

by the Pnmu 

~ new .1ourma.l.iaal 1ft1ll proparinB to Bbow 1 tB 
paces £Or ths first time in a lll!ljor 118.1!'• •• 
reportere wre in • Nih :tor Sot.tth .A.trioa. ~ 
w:re to include feoue men. ( ') 

~ arrival at these joum:&alista (Xipl.in6t Conan .Do;rle 

and CburobUlli&&Y be zunbWGt an~ tb8r&) ma:a.-a ca.nother phase 

1. ICIP.L"ING, 16Scro1th A:frl.can, ThD Five !iationa, P•l49• 

.2. !fiLLER & S&RGEAJ:a', A Cri;$19§1 ,!15!!Yu • 1 P•S4• 

'• lltUGER, Good•Jtt! pollz GX"Ji, P•54• 



in the $low, hesitant ga.~owth o£ English writi~ lilich could., 

in my amae, be ~gal.'ded M South African. !the journalists 

su.oo~ecled the missiOnaries, the tnvellers, the settlers and. 

the fortur..e ... M~$. u the mxt infiux of Englishmen to enter 
the oount17. For the JDQ8t part they wore werwhelmingly 

ourioua about & la.n4 whose unp~liOWlceable place names they 

were to !lliu:t hlto the famllifD1 ooim.ge of Victoritm COJIV'emat1ons. 

Host of tbem men wGre p10'£Ghiwal writers and ~ ot the 

we:t'e pro:fo-J.nd.l.y stirred by thalli' GllC.DU'Il'tera with A:frica. 

Furthemore the ml\1ority brought 'ri th them the 11 terar.v Ell d 

cultural in£luet»es of 1M EJ3Blani 4J£ tbtt~ dal11 it was the 

EnglaD1 ot Kipling and Clban.'bet"lain, t~Z ~gam Tenny110n, 

of the Great Exbibitiort and ot the :t:U'st Cbloniel am ImperJ.al 

Con:f'erenCM" It was an a'lanofilhore ve-q dtff'exent £raa that 

wh1oh hall nurtux'ed l?rl.ng-. It oonta.ined, howEJ"Ver, ~,~. 

eignifioant eleraent whidl, altlx.n.~h it t avellei out uruer 

anoiher name, bcn:e a remarkable simi.l&rJ:ty 1X> the philantlno pic 

view imported at an •m-Uer period by the abolitionists. This 

element wae 'the belie£ il1 the type of Imperial.imn 'lhioh bad 

pzompted naecessional"z 

It baa been a t\:!Sh:ion latter]3, eapeoiall;! among 
those mo hs.ve naver bo:me it, to 8XlGm: a.t the 
'white man•e btmien• am all~ that it was talen u;p 
tor 'the ee.ke cxe tllt! loot it c~. That ia not 
bow it &ppea.:red to hu.llQ.reds o£ ~ oon and wanen 
'lbo wnt Ottt to spem. the best yea.r$ of their lives 
WOZOldl-vJ ibr o-thers in unoongenial. ani often deadly 
a.ur.tOuna.ings 1ltr the aake of • J*blia ideal that wu 
greater tban themselves. ~' am tho ohurcbeo, 
micw~ aocietiaa, sc:hoola am universities 
behind tmm. ~ed to ib!l .n or 'the h'!JD~mi ta:tiani• 
that ha4 lived •n a1 nee slaw enanoipa:tfcm days, the 
mali~tion that ihere w~e less torturat& folk overseas 
mo needed help, tbe hope tha.t the 10rld 111i8ht be. 1~ 
a li~tle bettor for all thia 1i11pe!."ial. enieavour. Nor, 

einoe tmperial.ian was a apirit that Worlted mi(9ltily in 
'the .Britilh mtlpiN, was the idaa c£ liberty lacking. 
BrJ. ti.ah am colonial publica alike :mge:rded the South 
Afr.l.ean WU' as a campaign to win, in R.hGlea•a femo'\8 
phraae, •equal riell'bs fer. fiVer;( civilizal man ., uth of' 
the Zanibeei' and bea.:fd once mre with lCiplJ.ng •tho 
tzumpeta rOWJd the eoa.f£old at Whi teball* • !J!he 
beliefs sha.wd by Huelciseon ani Rwtkin wexe not dead; 
tbe »apire must have a moral buia1 for only so could 
its .-t&naion or ma1ntenanoe be juti:f'!ecl. (l) 

1bia lofty oonceyU:on or Elxl,pift had 1 ts seem1~ sideJ in 



R.•elis..':l 'V'e:rsa it 141 to a ~-Ate o£ r~a an! jin&.es, tho 

illezitirmte o±'tspring of~~ :Room ial.JAA!. 

Thft F:!\1& .11m !m1 other ...!M!S!! by Harold 1»gbie J.s a :f'ai.r 

example or the ai~ drivel for which the war provided a 

maxket. (l) :Begbie 41saadnated the 13Gn'timenta.l p:roptl8t\nda 

1"'11P$d up by hie oc:mtenpora.rl.etn 

There's a littllt \fife in Clapham. with a ba.b; 
in a pran, 

She ie spanding ru-ther 1esa on mhQpping now, 
Ani &h$ <k>ea not r£eet her busba:OO. by a cmllded. 

eoa.rlet tram 
ihat a::>~s tw1.nldi.IJ6 in the twili8ht to the 

?lo~; 
In the pRlcur there'• a porirait of a gallant 

youth in gr&J, 
With an ~er that was »Cated :f'l:om ?all Jlallt 
Ani llhe Wk& to all the ooigb.boUre in a 

military -r ( ) 
Of "1fy htwb&ol with the Arlrq' in Natal!'• 2 

SUQh pious ajoou.l&tiom as 

Gorll a.ve t..lle Qaloen that tlhe llli\Y see 
1'be ll'ed.eration of the Free• 

One na.tim, one in aim an\ birth 
SlotJ.lder 'to Bhrulder oirclillg Ee:rih. (') 

upreas the p:trnilar lml;leriP~ist vurvr. The vU,iOn of~ l.1lc.e 

Rhodes atd Kipli~ aweara lese exalted when hashod up in 

Begbi•'• verses m.ich are so app&lling ss to gl.w the il:lpr&aeion 

that he bad intellded them to be ~ a& p£o11el. lt is 111 th 

a .nee ot ehock that cme enocuntera aw:Jh things ae "Buller's 
a.:tldos' ... t 

Then 10 the battle's shOok • 
Huk to the thunlerl 

Mt:reaa o£ jagged rock 
:SU~ting a.surrierl 

Red is the :f'orvdns tide, 
Rod, states am g~ea -

On, em, they rulh m.d l'!f. de 
Into ~U •s :paaeal 

Not mnteut with thie W.t,.tion, Begbie Mxt ~plies himael:f 

to a version of "Guns& Din". In ''fie .Bea.l:er'' a woua:l ed eoldiu" 

!Doked up 1'1"011 tb9 hell o;t the battle, loolmd up 
and babeld 

The CX'Oifll ~ flhar:p 'lbome, 1he ae4 Beaut)" ••• • 

---------------------------------------------------1. .fiDJ.BIE, b B!:l!lY llJm md Qt~):' wrees. Grant RJDbardB, l4Di•l900. 
ThCJ first ot tbeae verses ie dated '•.l'.sdy!rnith,Ootobe:r 30, 

1899"• 
2• Ibifl, "BJ:ouebt FOrward, ~ Volunteer". 

3• !2!4• "H;ymn "ror Federatim•. 



be diawwercd, not crariat but 

to, my hat'ld3 c-J.tWlJo~ the hB.nd ar an Indian who 
gave - to d:dnk. 

Tiegbie &rd oo~ Wet'$ ct~~ly popul.ar- a measure 

perh&pe of the ~tional Bt5tG ittto wbiah the »tglieh apes.king 

world had been whipped. hblifilers 1n !.olXtw bxougbt out 

wlune &tier volume o:f' bl' W'a:r nl;,yrics" d1ll"iDB the first years 

o:f the centur;r. ifA1V of these suer. a.a "Good.bPJ Doll¥, l r:lU8t 

leave yw" OO(I$1<: the popular s<me;a of tl:w da:y. Ptiblic 

rooitatione we1-e tbs :re.ae and wr'HID like ::iaedley N'oxton' a 

Bramcote Bal.lads, whioh incltlled .. A .BriG! Diary at' tlle lat• 

Conflict in South Africa.", • re deolaillod ana. }'Ubliolled in 

Ulustzoatod ecl1t;I.C118. 

Ona o'.! the DtOre liwl1 of theae genenl.l,- dreary 

oolleotiona ia !;lJ.ltMlt og 'fh! ie!il' Wa:r Sf.)lected ft.'!i!e 'the 

li!t!!"'JPk o;;, ~~ J .. smith am d~oated to &s l(t.toa:t:'! 
.Qeld;s't!!§m ~ ot, D?at ~ (l) Fran their goaeral 

etyle and oont• nt it s8ellle l.ilaJly that f•Col.dst:reameru· -.a an 

af:fioer in the resmwnt who waa ~m. of read:ing Kip~ - bllt 

thia ie mere gueaswut.'k. 

~eae n:tm b~ada -.re p~bably JllQielled on Kipling's 

"Sexvioe Sarlga'*• ~ a<:ll1lDEmt ~ auoh sb.1eots ~ 'the 

press, tbe affi<m:-s, th• Amy Chaplain and the Native. 

Ocoaaional.~ •me alisht narrative ia intxoduoed as in 

~ Ball oart ... ,wbem a oaptured private and a **c-..•in 
H'Everard stanesb7 Goxe" 'Wrn 1ihe tabl•s on a party ot Boers. 

"Ooldstreamerff bl.eme the aeutiments oi' the ~with a . 

real.ient *iob W8$ rue in e.1W tzeatant Of the South African 

"The White !<~lag• A Regrettable Inoidont» is the ato~ a! 

Just a 'e.n:l.M o' 11\tm that dq 
On Dool"'nbers •m, nau Qua68a'e Vlei. 

!l!leee fiw men a.zv e::dlausted* 

wo•d tftklr.ed two da.YB frail Drie:fbmein, 
In a eteady atom at driving ninJ 
An' it im•t m eatah far man l'M)r bru.te 
To f!P aloppin• am. sliwin' tb.ro' Spate •n spr1lit, 
When the track's aa •a-ro. as tbtl moon to flnl; 
Ani the badaer am JD81"GG«t 'olea is blltJ.l, 
An' you're riding a bloalting b'.AJ:ogentL"D 
l'lhich 1c mualcy' eaoll8h 1Fbm the wea.t.b.e:ll• s :t::tn.. ( 2) 



Tbe diction her& is st&~."'t:dr;oly difraront a)JI:lpDr&cl 1d. th th• 
11couraa_'t'iln and "br~s•• ctt I';til~ • s 'ballad ''The lf\>roator ot 
the Neutral G%'0lmd"• Helped by the \fide our:t'$ncy given to 

them in tbe :ra,porla ot war co:rros,pa:ad.odiu as well s.s by thei r 

adoption mt;o cole;,rdal epeech, the wtl!'dfl "tre.kb14" aid "sprui t .. 

aDi1 the JUIMt "Dri«ftm.tein!' am now in m need o:£ explana1iiona 

they &:7.'e perteotly mtu:rul in ·the ex>ntm. 1'he ala~ 

"bl~n, Um~ &D1 uit ian't no CE.teb.-. are obvio• 
Kipllt~Hf eo io the objective a.tXl accurate touCh o~ the 

"mereoat *oles1t • 

The po.......rty tl-1'0 aMbuahe~, theb~ oonbey having gcno to aleep 

or. duty. Ove:t'\lb.elming.ly OU'tl:l\Db.,~~l by ~ :Bcxir.~ - who ~ve 

killed 'tl:l.ml3 o'f +.ho !lBll and ·~ed E\ :ftnn1ih - the aonior Ji*c.o. 
orders his ccmpaniou to sur:t."mder• 

I Ol;'d.Gra •1m ttShow •em something wbi to!" 
11J~Ot wilila I've bN&th", aqs be, 11'i;o fiibtlu ... .... .. .. 
Once more 1 otdeNd •im, "Stand u:p 0 thcc:-e, 
and •ave ;your •an~rohio£ in tllo b* airl" 
Then 'e atood an• waved - but they &bot 'ita dead. 
ftTlu.mk Ge.wd", aeys •e, "as r:J'3 'Rldke:rchief1a redlu (l) 

The aaaungtion thOO. all British soldier a are baroea *'You won't 

f'ind ~e among that .Breadu, SDd that 1 t ia gloria,. to die 

(even fruitlessly) tbr tM lih\pire, ie the major then•, but the 

ballad 1& msoued :f'rorn the depths to 'Abich llegbie sinks by euoh 

details aa bare alxee.dy been pointed~, by gl1mpeea of the 

aotual experience& ot csmpa.1tl;niutJ. T'ool'C is & touch o£ tough 

cynician in "Ct>ldst~azr.er", Which J"escued. him tram the morass 

ot J3esbie 'e aentimantalltiesa 

"I.ook au.tt•t ' o yells .. rtt~•re on WJ, Jiml'• 
Then a 1!au.eer bullet ripped 'i& eide, 
An' •e ,saw a kind c£ a knrt, md died. 
(I don't deey as it aarved '!m nfiht -
l!o, Wll, te ~id. fur fie Bleell tha'i llitjltl) 

ueoldatreamert a'~ atti tcle tvtm.lUi; the enemy betr~ none ot 
tbe g:rud.gi~ admiration whi<h Kipling acoorclGd Piot: 

••• 
Jl!.rt You.•ro ball the eanv->, ~u blooming 1Mtob, 
With & hinneroent look in ~ur tililtll:t.:ke heyea, 
An' it's })')thing but lieu, an' l :tea, ant l iesl 
Tlll w .:einda ,ou hout - lilen JOU doesn •t care, 
nut 1QU lieD soc-a ro:re, just to mtite things squarttl" 
An' I loolcled. at that t:maoherous lead, an' guessed 
\tot 'ad aade that 1ole in the trooper's west. (2) 

1. ti'Q()ldstrero~er.", "'T':Pe. Whit~ ~ ..... •, 'Billll!lde of the Boer war. 

a. roi4. 



IJh& author ot these vwrHe was not trouble4 by art::~ 

deaize to shoulder "the white un•• 'turda1"• He bad 

obrioua'cy' oane '\U1deZ' other 1nfl•mes tban JCi;pl.:lngaf in 

other 'WOJ\'ta he had liwd, :fbr a time at leaet, in contact 

wifh th• A:t.E'ioan labo~ aD1 had aasuned the averase 
colonial• s belief in the rJ.aht.f'ul poaiticm at the .B1a.ok ~ 

"The Native" airs the ~·· di$&\18t that tile Baritu lev1ea 
on aentry duty tbould earn 

'l'hree pOtD18 a month •• • 
T'AO blankets am• ibeu rMiom found, (1) 

'lhUe the enlisted soldier =- onq •s:lx bob a 't~Gek''. tia 
is a natural eDNSh oompl41nt but the A"atltier mind a.aeert;a 

iteelt ZD02.'e stmqrl.y as, with 10ugh b'umour, 'the balladiat 

eatirizea the htlaanitari.aruu 

The Dutoh tbV gl ves 'ern J>lCIJty work. 
An' keeps •• orf tbe wish to shirk 

IV '1ttin4; ~ their bac1c. 
IJ.'he B'J~ilgliah, on the other 'and• 

'Ave $VW learnt to H'undGrstand 
The~ -.o •• a ttlack. 

They. g:l.vea 'iut ~oft"· and treats •im ld.Di1 
Instead o• atrildng •1m be'inl• 

The Boers are pl~ aooused ot usiz:w cb1mdun bullets and then 

lieing about it. 'lhey &'N dspioterl 'f;lm)ughout 1n 'tile nom 
possible li•t• 

A ajembold.:r.~g to aub aa '• 
Is like a s-uM~ at the sea 

t.eo oo.ros like m.e or ycN.f 
It braces '1m cd c»es •m good, 
Giwa •a a h'1nt1:rest in •is :f'<»d, 

An• ft:rd.a 'im jOba to do. 
You'll get more wJ.UiJ2g wo:dt that way 
1ban 'lf'Ot J'Oil'll h'ever got b7 JCT• (2) 

1be v1$tt'S exp:msaed here a-e a lisb:,-heartecl vindication of the 

tNth ot 1C1pllng• a CGDben.ts 

I am ag&inst elt\'Y'e1'3'u•1f ally ~ 1be 
reascn that tbe white rran beoaaes •o:nlir.ed 
by Glavery. (3) 

Not that the "Bl.aolm" in <J).eat!on WOl'e alanaa- iu:leed tbsir 

OOili&:tative~ hi~#! wee 1B8 the DBia waacm for the PQWJe -

but th• verses :vef'leot the opinions ot a 811H'iei;y W:ltoh 110uld 

evattualq become infected tbxougho\R its ~ by the fact 

that dleap A.:f.Tioan labour wae zoeadiq available• 

1. "COLDSTRlJA.MER", "ibe Native"• 1\&lleS! ar tm Ji'>Or wu. 

2. ~· 
l• Quotod in HOPKINS, ~ P,pl.,!pg, pel97• 



The moat vi v14 o~ "Cold.ti"Come:r• att ballads ia "fbe 

Blocikhoue" whioh moreatea the plisht ot 1be British sentz7 

ooo.ped \lp in cne ot Kitobener' 8 iron cvlin:le:r:e. T.b.ese metal 

OWI18 with pmjecting 4•1haped roata belli sena men, 8lCl 

befbn the em ot the W8l" "Abo'tD lO,<XX> were atnmg aowea 
nearq 51000 aUea". (l) 

'EN am I in a m.ook•ouae, 
LiD a •om.et uo.tar a glaaet 
Nothin' to clo bu.t aent17-go, 
H'up an• cklm, an~ to•aa• .. fl'Ot 
watcmin' the tra1ne as P88Cl• 

V017 inferior atutt, acaroely to be oaa;pared with "Bri~ Guar4 

1n the ltan'oo" :tma 11hioh 1t wae pxobabq' derived, but it ft)ea 

bring lw.ok to UB, however :f'leetingQr, 1he fruatm.tiona endu:recl 

b7 eome lUBklese pl'i vatt in Atrioae 
I misaea IV" daily paper, 
A.'1' J1l7 •al:t'·m'·alf cut 'eJ.<ef 
Yc:N oaD • ave 111¥ tot o • tbe rat~on %'till 
An' ~ ahaN o• the magazines. u oome 
FOr a stal' an • a pint o• bee. 
••• • •• 
:ror what 1011 h'ulul at praeent 
Is more than rrq lbilliq;'a worth1 
An' it ain't rq bloomin' icloa at all 
o• llbat M':lster Xipl.ing lilclea to call 
Tbl natulltUten 11t'e h'on hearth&" 

Gift me 'a 'U'd dq'• tmk:Jd.ns, 
Give me a bit at a aozapl 
H'open veldt ant a bi'V'OUaC fin 
la •eaven campa:r:ed. to this case o• 'ritte, 
Where I feel• like a rat in a tnp. ( 2) 

"Col4et:reame%"' hal •=• first-band lcnolrl.ed88 o£ life on tbla 

continent. .An interest in Africa was mt al'ltiQ'8 dtacernable 
· in~ Ol the ve.ree oAlleotiona of tbiJJ )Jerio4. 1h1eh ware 

·m01"8 often ., 1mbuecl w11b the thouahtleas AXTOgzoe, the 

Pod8ll&ppeJ.7, 'llhieh had "d.ieooaat.ltecl Kipling du.r.f..xiB Vieit»rta•s 

Jubilee celebrationa, tbat their w:r.it«re had tiJI18 for eJq&"eeaing 

lltt~ el ... 

John Huntle7 Sk::r1ne, the author~ a volume %!!• Qu@p's 
Hill!!!.'r;• .. , (3) :fOwd le• ine,piratian 1n A:fr.loa th& 1n the 

fact that b Go:rclcl1a pntcrred to wear the kilt - thougb given 

the opti011 of fishtmg in khak1 u the ld.lt had dmwn emmy :f1re 

b7 its OOr.18piOUQ:le oolouring in 'the veld. 1'hlt choice was 

i. KRIDER, Good•bl! DoUx G;rv. P•459• 
2. "OOLDm'REAMSR", "!he Blockb.ouae", !Mla4a crt the b! war ... 

3• SKRINE, !J!¥1 Gb.ftn' a H:l6h!pp.y aM greer +Y.ao! of tho war !899·19Q<h 
Elldu Math..,., .Imzl. 1900. 



appl&1derl by Sk:rinet 

\Jill n leave tbe bill-tarian at bane? 
i'U1 a Highland«J' oowr the lalH 

For a dwa4. of the bullets that ocme 
91o tbiolle:r where Hillllaud.ara bu? 

SUob ol'81Je e1A1p14ity was not tho cnq reaction to the 

~onW loas of li£• durmg the South .Hri.CEID war. 
The-e ed.sta, for Snetliaoe, an 'W'lBisnecl panphlet, Tho Black 

Wa'tdl at Mapp12nte~, (2) 1fh1ch oaasiats at t_,.ty-three 

wroes b~ the aa-cb&ir cmnumd at tba outbroak ~ 

hoetilitiea and de"""'tng wtq- the taota were ndt krwmlin 

~ludl 

Tell JC111he tale o£ the B!Lttlet 11 
Wb.C'e a • iJ:lt eo IlNDh to tell 
Nina buD!Mcl went to the elalghtu, m4 
Nearly :f0\8' bur:Ki1"ed :ten .. 

lfift, and 1ibe Jlalser •n.e, 
Tb.U&t, md a ln1m.1ng f1UDt 
Knod£ed ua doc 'b7 the ht.mCll'adst 
E'er ~ ~ ... 4o.ne. 
• • • • •• 
Wl\Y wr•nt w told ot tbe tzenohea? 
Wb7 11N"'nt • told ~ 1he wire 
Wh¥ were we DI&I'Ohad up in aolu!nn 
u.v-~ Atld.ne enfldn? 

(1) 

~. even befon we hare oome to tba end ~ Sla:lne'• 
wltDe a ob.at\g'e ot 'bou. ifJ tf>P.Z'eni :tbr zweraes had. ma:le the 

writer leaa ooolcsuN ~ tbe im'1na1b11ity of British axms. 

~e 1s a note ot sm\d.ne •oticn in "Digging the Gl:'av0'' 
written attM~ Kagoratontoin llben eUty-tb:ee Biatlamers WOl"G 

laid 1n one grave nam, tn. engineers co &1.6 were oey1Dg all 

1be tillle"• 

Shov'el ancl pi<*. md a moonliSlt bl"C)ad 
OQ U. soil of the veldt up-he••· 

Pillow am bed fGJf d.namless haad. -
CCI!l1'84e• n1m tmea seven. 

••• • •• 
To-llCXft'ow w•11 up when our lads •e hid, 

AD:1 batt.-. the .D\&tolnm t a door. 
What . :La it to the• mo wins, who flees, -

E;yu 'Ulat eee 1 t no mou.? 

VIOMer ~ battle md 11m that die, 
J. 'tiCI1de:r that 11d.ll mt fllf&'Y'• 

Om-a is 1be good they hwe bought with bloah • 
What ot tbs goo4 have tbeJ'? (4) 

1. SKRlllE, %lP ·>eten'• B1Bhway ap1 gthg lyrics ar the MM:,l899-l2Q2. 
. "Kilt or Kbaki" p.17. 

2. Unld.sned psophlet.,datM lltb n.c.nber,l899• Jobam• abu.rg 
Pu.blio L1brc7• · 

3· 1he Bl!,gk !atd:l, a~ f!tprafontein,. 

4· SKRrlE, "»~ ihe anveu, Tile a-on•s !U:EP!!\t ani other 
brio!~ tba Wu1 1829-1900• P•33• 
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Thia note o£ unoert;ainty was l'lOt the popular one. More 

typical of the attitme towards the War expreased by the tMtr&ge 

Eng].iah w%'81t1er 1• !h• Little J9sler am other war .lyrics, by 

:t1oman :Bennet. Thia volume, ded j,Oated to ''i'be Public Sohoolmcn 

at the ~t", 1a l'84olem at that patriotic apirit which ia 

said to be inatilled upan the pl.¢na fielda of Etmu 

Burr& for %38r:rie Englatd. in the thiolr&st of the fight! 
1iurra for merr:l.e ~IJland: in the battle for tbe rigb'tl 
Alrl the bugler boy h• IJO\ml1e a blut, the voldt tams 

. up the O'q f. 
While :ari1tain•a eons, in braw e~, to mmuer ozo 

to die 
Go :ridiqr up the hollowa, their ~llant hearts at'la:» 
Far tbe hom\IE' at their QOWltJ.7, ad ~J.anc1'a miBbV 

name. 
Thq he&l" the dlota go hiesl.rlg ae they eoattEn- ~ar 

ani lJeU'f 
BQt Britain • e GOWI 8£'8 soldiers born, they £alter 

not nor tear. (1) 

N=-n Bennet, lika ])upon, W&S uaing bia ~· to etif'fe 
morale. He hlc:ruloatee the oorwot, aantlema~ ~tti We 

towards the ~· 
The 1bea axe ailenoed, a:l4 soon thq lie 
en the mow:rtdn tope 1n theil: long, last aleop, 
••• • •• 
'!bough,. a- fotMS, ~ :fouabt full wellt 

-~ . m. the lione of war are dead 
Man7 a tatha bia ·acm. will tell 

Of tba willit"lg blood thst ne bxsvely med. (2} 

Thi• aori at nonsenee miaht have been written 81\Ylfhe:re in 

the Britiah »upift at the 'be~nnins of iihi• century. There is 

·no question o~ the &Npi:'Eime ri&bt•s• ot tlw Ik"itieh cat111e -

Xiplhlg had talght a fo.i tb. wbioh was Ml4 mare f'irtllq than b8 

held it himael:ts 

The battle the¥ :ftru3J.t wae tor :Q3s].aDl' s God. 
Da nobis paoa Domine, 
And a :tull •pe~ v1ota:rr. 

It was aft.ith whid'l Geld mun hwo ngarded with eome irol\1 when 

He weighed 1 t 1n the balance wi 1h 1he feneat prayers at the 

Boer lede:ra Who •re ftlell mox. f1mly «>nvinoed. that they were 
:t.lghtillg • Bol7 War - a writable Jebad. 

Of all th~ 1ho ru.ebed into print :few sank below the levtal 

o£ lla:rston Rldlatd who wO\lld have made a auitable lAuJ:eate f or 

Sir Oswald Uoaley. L1lGt J1arV a MD ainoe, awtl&Dl -.a· Obaeaaecl 

tS) 

1. w~. "'l'he Little .Bu6J.ertt, '&!o Little l!§ler and other. ws 
: J.s¥.•• P• 9• · 

2. .DJ!• "Silence the :Quna••, p.13. 

3· Ib.i4• Hfhe Brave 2'f000", P•24• 
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by the del\1803ey' 0) noept o~ ~ial PQri v". In this case 

h.ia Poem a pf tpe Raost =tolled the auper.iori ty at tba English a 

Hare • s to White, the g;r.oay-ho.ired hexo, 
~ w ·all 1:be bm:o-olaaaf 

IAJt us s1ng the fto0&-S0%1J ;p1'0Udq. 
Now. in aUenoe, drain the glass, 

Unto &111100 d1ecl to l(eEp the flag a-fl¥in6! (1) 

!hen .amplea should be auf:f:lcient to deraomtre.te that 
the majority of ~1ah wr1tera am Nad•a (both in South 

At"'rica mel in Britain) regal"ded verse as a means of aDOouragi.:ng 

patrioti• and 1h4 •correct" imparialJat view on the w.r. 
!l'htre W1\lt, howver, thoes wbo harboured sraw doubts about the 

validity (1£ the ocnf'lict ud who watched, griof•str1oken, as a 

barrier wu erected between »lglieh am Abikaana apeakiDa 

SOu1h Afrioma • . S<.ri1e p1»-Boer BJmP&thiaen (of which there 

were~ ill Englam and in A:triD&) had lived. 1n friemahip 

w11h their D\ltoh Mighboura ani had sha:recl the ocamort hard• 

lhipa o-L a pioneering aocdety. by alao resorted to the 

~ am the balla4 to popula.rl.so theil" views. 

AS early aa 1898 a punpblet entitled a'4e Boor:§¥\!! wo.e 

publillled. in Jmnon. 1h1a wu dedicated to Preaidem Kruger 

"a g1'9at pioneer of oivillaa:tiao. in Afrioa"• It attempted to 

desoribe the zeoem Janleaon Raid tram the point at view o:t an 

old Dut#h ooloniata 

hwt at 8'Qld 1e moral CMOe%" 
W11h tbe death ~ vU'tua :fraught J 
Ohangj.ng h<lll&St men to dnila 
PoUon!Dg the f!IU'ing8 of 1boU&ht. (2) 

This morality ta.le wu continued 1hroUih e.i~ty-ecwen st~aa -
a measure o:t the powers of em\U'M08 ot the Victorian resder. 

On the I"EEV'8X'H tit the oow f4 th1a pan;pbl.et in the 

Johamaa'Jmrg Public LibX'&J.'7 ia a printed sheet bearing, (bemaiih 

the Tramvaa1 creat and 1110tto "eendraat maakt ugt"), eome linea 

signed b7 two .. In'boorlinpn van~ .. = 

••• 
Gedenk un land en vollt 
Getl:ouw Hemels Beer 
Zi~ gwurtis r4 ona near 
En nd ODS 'van d.c vyam wee,.. • (S) 

Tbsae sentiment.s, ~rer,sed in both English «mel the "ful.", are 

1. RlJDL!ND, "!be Leaguer of Ladyanith", Poama or -tp~ ~,(1901) 
P•90• 

2. SHatT, 'lhe Boer R14e, John Long, blnd. 1898. 
I 

'• WlLLD1'SE, B:Yl!lfA, (Pamphlet, JOharmelburg Publlo L:l.brax7) .. 



a atgn that tbe br&aah betwen the two »U-.rzut~ 
raoea 1n Sou~ern Afrioa ... noi OQmpleta. 

Amtber oolleotion ot the period • .ue of 

'ihl pity- o~ w.- aa wll aa reepeot for 'tl!Ma ~'U.D8 en en 
bOth Biclea. '!here ia m evideme to ehow ~ tb8 author 

ever oaoo to Af'rioa,wt hie verses are baaed qJOn inatdente 
quoted. fzom the dispatches ot ftl' oorreapondE!Dta or f'mm 

private letten writ'ten at tbe :f'wnt. AltOOUBh Rawnaley 

dedioated bia vol\IH ''To FieM-Karahall lDrd Roberta, his 

brave men :tisbting and fallen, am his p.llmt foes",bi• 

lack of partieanabip. ia reflaote4 iJ:l his themea, llb.ioh ral'lP 

b'om "'lbe llbtm:led piper a£ Elanda-Iaagte", (a ymwg Soot 

mon c:onoarmd for the lou of hi• new baa-pipes than tor 
hia wcunded a.1.'12l) to tt>A:rter 'the .Battle•·a 

Am preaelttl7, pxopped b;y • boulder {!fJ.'q, 
A 61'fiY am piazlecl. old. Boer I s•J 

Hie tbole riBbt banl bad been blown CYSWt 
B.tt, quiet .m oatm, 

He ne ~ a PaalJa 
Fl:aD a bloocl-staimd book o:t 'tbe ancient taw. (1) 

!l!laae ballads laok those d8ta11s which might oonvinoe 

one tba.t Rawnsley was describi:qr pel'a<:nal. er:perienou. His 

v.l.snette o£ a Boer aniper, for illltanoe, although muob more 

oanvino:lng than the rubbish written b;y the raoia.:U.sta, contains 

nothing that the writer aiaht not have gleaned fran an i ntel118ent 
aecmd!'*band report; 

With rUle, bible, luncheon-bag, and pipe, 
We aaw him goirw f~h each ~ to Slipef 
f e watched him on tM f'oenen get his be&4 
Then fin, then turn h1a Hol.7 Book to wad, 
SOme chapter fi"'m tbJI ~s ~ IJU.it his oaae, 
Tb$t told bow Iara.el al!Ole a godless race, 
How hip atld. 'tbiBht at Heaven's a~ oammao:l 
The Heb:rew drove 1he Bivite fran the l.ams 
He could not wilh the modem Hi vi tea wll 
Seeitlg • hid 1n holea tmn ehot am sbell.J 
Or else fi'oDl 1Cinea he turmd for hope ani calm 
'l'o ltruge~'a late COlmiJ8l'd.ed battle-psa.bl. (2) 
~ aould we note bow he -.,uld hmdleon tab 
- Iti1 bit of biltonB ani his barley•oake, 
Or &Niden sighting soouta upon Ule hill 
Would~ bia rifle tnw apin with ald.llt 
'.then ecn.toh h1a bead and fill his ancient pipe, 
.Pu:f':f' olouda, till ohanae onoe men·• ehould bid h1ll enipef 
And eo tUl •V'&l'l!l.nB ait and. aolat and read, 
Or em tbe far-oft :toeman set hie bead, 

1. RAWlfSIEY, "After t~ Battle", Bal.~ of ~he W~ 1900, p.6. 
2e PS$lm JCC.d.ii. 



!t'b&n riM, ani :b:oa hie boulder ate&l. a~ 
In hopee al more saooees an111ther d~V• 
We oalled hill *'Old Ja)rlalityu, anl cane 
AllnCBt with lOte to think Ul)On biB 1'1'ltM -
':l'hia Bibl•·na41na', ~~nald.rc, .u1p1ng Boa, 
lhoee ahoia ..,... fre~ tho' hta "bag was pool'f 
A:a1 "tho' hia huuour was • little gr:oim 
We si.~ed when J)ea.tb Ule Sniper oalled £or DJal (1) 

be than a 11 ttle sotttimental., with a fixation about 

Boel'll and bibles which tu:ma the~ into a beaNed patricab., 

Bawnalcv waa preaching blrothely lore and oompaaaion ~h the 

me41um of the verae rlllr.t'aiiive. ~·motive emerges even r10re 

clearl7 in .. .Bible v. Bull.t", said to be baaecl upon an incident 

in tbe WILl:' Wbln a :Bri.t:l.lh Qff:l.ce, 83Q)eoting to be lllhot, was 

presented with a bible b7 an elderq :soar, lfhc> then walksd ~ 

into the m:l.sta 

There &re 110m bullets than man oan make, 
In a eingle .P• ot the :printed Worda 

!the God o£ battle• with Tr\lth can break 
Rifle and oar.tnon and. IJPC&l' amd ~rd. 

And tho' I aa only an 1smnnt Boer, 
:Hl.'Geh fl'Oal tbe Veldt wJ. tb r.rsy rifle at trail, 

I knew that the Vieicn of John na fllr8, 
Am tt. Sp:l.ri.t ol God, not rniaht, would !%'wail. (2) 

On the 11hole, Balllel.G1''s ~a in wrse ue nat mo4elled. 

on Ja.p.ling, b\16 "Beoeasi~" ia echoed in "The Dlf' ot Intar:oeeaion"a 

God, in lftlo• h&rJ:1 the isauea an, 
llbcl mtions m.se with til:e u.n swoxd, 

~Whose deoaee the tJOO'W:'&e of n:r 
FW.ftla a more than mortal 110m, 

Lin battle-pride am wa.ntJ.or-lust 
Reme:tbrth lie l!d.ltmt in the duut. 

••• ••• • •• 
Give strength IDd oa1rA 1n ~od amd ill, 

Be With the fallen, :fb e or frJ.ems 
IDm God o~ Uceta, if, 17¥ Tl\Y wlll 

w. atm4 uotariou. at tbe end, 
Giw us 1'bl' bal:p divim to be 
:t.I::Xl'e just, DX»re merciful :f'Or TbM. 

P:o-:Boer ~patby waa not ~ntined. 1D the "Littla Engl.&ntWrs", 
.,. o~ wboal m...,. never hava met a Dutobun in the flesh. At 

intel"nla during the war 1111 ano~us writer in cape Town 

publiehed. veraee in ~ New !I!• a Jbrrlon joumal pxo olaimi.ns 

1. RAWNSLEI, "Old eortality", l@!la9! af', the ial'tl900• P•49• 
2. RA~r "Bible v.&tl.let", p .. zt. TM im1dent was :ropcz-te4 

in b Calf Tinaa aa hayjng occurred to The Hon. 
Goozp Peel at the battle or ~ont. 

3• RA.WNSLEY, "The Day of Intercession", p. 72. 



itself a 

denoar.s.tic zw4....ew o£ politioe, relig1on am 
lite:nr.tun. Stanis for Hmlan brotherhood., 
:Political Liberty, ant Ecananic Juetioe. (l) 

The e:d.atonce o£ ·these verses allOw that the shared «q>erieneGG 

of ll:f'e l:a Africa W moulded sane Engliah epu1d ng s¢ttlero 

into eomotbing diftorent fran their imi&'rant anoesto.rs.. 1n 

epite of the tioa of 1anguap and ef blood whiall bo1ll'ld them to 

England, there were colonists 1'CBdy and td.llinB to 1donti4 

themselves with the aQ-cRlled ~bel$. In "'l'he Last Uaroh ot 

Lotter•a Oaanumd.o" the brave boys ot the Empire hfw,~ becom9 

'lforejgn aoldiere .. and it 1B A:f'r!oa, not Euro,Pfl, 'ltlioh is the 

"native land"; 

Then they mcched them thro~h the towndl1p, 
FOr th91r :friends am :foes to aee 1 

~ey- nre •'igool'&ll.t BJrlrO,ndera", · 
Rich in neither land 110r feel 

:But they maroh8d with head uplifted, 
Men of upland veld and fe3:m, 

With thai%' bee.rded ocuntry faces, 
ADl 'ibeir air of stat&4 calm .... 

The 1zyw0mer olenobed his hand., 
~ he saw the f'ol'eign soldiers, 
Tftmpl.ing 4om his .ntl'tf. ve l&ldJ ... . (2) 

It might be argued that the li.'ber&l, h\I!Wlitarlan ela:nent 

(alw-.ya a strong feature o-£ aeotiona at Englieh society) bad here 

been diverted not into aotiv:ttie.s oonneoted nth slave emencipaUon, 

with enngeliaing 'tlle blaok rnoes or with a.n jdealiatic imperialiau -

but with a campaign to wpport the .Itoer•s risht to 1mepen4a.naea 

~lcm a~ to the T.rsuwaal BoG;" 
When the Elnpire ahouted "Yield I" 

And hill amrtrer •• Hodder ani 5,piou Kop 
Ani Colenso's flaming field... (3) 

SUCh partisanllhip EOrPW&aed in the t.teth of the eyeterio&l. 

Imperi..U.• of the popular causo may be aaoribedt in part, to 
the natural impulse felt by 111&\Y Eoglilhmen to leap to the 

def'eme 0~ the cmap 1fh,<) 'WB8, by this, ae'ffting the worst of thG 

eorap. !t wa.s more than this hcwro'V'U', JllO:r» than the expression 

o£ a tra:U.tional libt)rel wing. 1\Y thie time, as 011v. Sohx'einm.­

ao puai.on&tely teat:l.f'1ed, '*RooiMk'' ani J3oer bad il'Itermarrle4 

and a genemtion o:t Erlglieh .,eak:lng men mJd WClrllen was growing up 

1. The New Alp "published at t bo r-eq~et am at the coat t::¥f the 
reatera o£ that journal •• Sene st ~be. I•ld: •.:. (190'Z) 

2. Wrl"en Oapa ToWl, Sepi. 1901., SOE!i(~ pf the ,"{elfl ... • P•7• 

3• "A Sons of ~", Sopp ot: th~ ;Y'!@.cl, p.e. 
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wh:l.oh looQd to SC.th .At:rioa, not to Er~glam, as borne. 

Vcy oooa.aiollllll;v' tn• Pro-ao.- writors fatteook their 

oppoaition pulpits ald attempt4id a liklt"G iz:laaiwiv., a l!lC&"e 

perscn.a.\ 811P:t'O&Ob as in "The Young ~·a Mother''~ 

.Ahl !bat a bl.M~ Sli'OOpa dam tmm ~ biUt 
How the panes rattle, ard th~ pine-to;a aweept 

Ollt on t~ kopje - GodS he lies m stillS 
- N.ett Piett Are )'011. aaleep?.... (1) 

M auoh att€.11lpta at drmne.tization wre l'al't!l m ma.tte:r what 

the writer's sym.pathiea. Under&tamab~ .Kiplins OEIIIe in illr 

& good deal of ~:l:eion. for b7 now bia name utood fq,r a. nunber 

of thingallhic:h he bimaelf might .U ha.w abhon"ed. It was 

easy e~ to p;lt'Ody hilas 

~ is the Q14) tbA~ Ra:idem dm:i.n 
·\Vb.m thcf make of Riibt a Wl'OngJ 

'J.lhia, the 4"c.l) o:t the 1Drl4' a oontmpi, 
~itte.r and. deep &m at2:0Alte ..... 

This is the lie 1ihat Raid.el:B lie 
flhen ~,. tsta.:tt to armu: o. landt 

Ri~t uncl~ foot ri Cant ovarheed, 
And a dEnlil on either hand. 

We have BOte that roal - a guiltyll gb&at~ zoal • 
ftth greal :tOr OUl" 8Qd, atd guid•• 

.Ahl Vloe :tor the 1Drld wt.m good men mrah 
With Raiders • aide by eide. (2) 

The bmAt o£ the ~r Wa.": vem:L£iers (aptlrl !'.roll Kipling) 

wae A.M. :auokton 'MlO publi.ahed. The Burden of Epsol! 1n 1904. (3) 

The two axtracts, "At the Garden Bail .. and ttAt Welbede.oht"' 

anthologiaed for the firat time in A nook Of South A:trioan Ve~ 

. are the best at :Bnoltton, but the whole volume, enlivened by 

obriously a1thentio details a~ by ree.U3tio incidents is 

atrMgQq moving - strangely teoause t.he atyle ia in J30 way 

1"81l\.&Tkable. The aimplic.ity alld sinoerity of.' the approach 

acoo'Ullt for muoh of the eppeal. of these ver:ooa whioh NOount 

the u.per:ienoee of a Transvaol family f"ran 1ihe ~nt of view 

of the mother. 

Buokton ia at her beat deser-.Lbins tb.e hQm()ly details lidch 

go to make up the life of ~a: 

I went to me&t b:.lm yest-ar evet 
The honey eq waa pale, 

The eoented pa:t"IJley filled the air 
Bc:zyond the ea;r:den ra.:U. 

·1. written !:~an Oa.pe Tow!. s.one of~~ veld ••• p.a. 

2. • 'Ol'rEY, "A Song ... after Kipl.irJan, SCMB o:f the V!tSi• • • P• 7 • 
3• .BO'OKXON, Tba Burden of ~p;gela. A)3al;lati-!Rio,. (}lathuen & Co.) 

Lond.. 1904. . 



The men WGX'e braving oattle•hidee 
All ~Y w.i thin the kraal, 

1'he maidens otnpp:tng meeJ.ie ... oobs 
In :rowa benaath th& wall. (1) 

Suob. stansas fJ\:1PpQrt the statement that 

•TM incident$ in tho tale &ftJ true in the 
high aenee of the word.t many at them are. 
fOlJ.Died on ftACt, ErJd are faithful to tho 
sna.llEH~t detatlan • ( 2) 

A..U • .l3ncktoo ~ite& vdth talder wneratalldtng or the 

l).:)Gr frontier :f'a:.cmo~, hia fami~ and h:W t~tiona. Their 

e:W.pl~ faith pa~teo GVel!'J a.fil$ct of livingJ Eugal.a•a 

husband, Piet; speaks of 'the necessity oi" dipyd.ng h:is otook 

to pNVent their beo<lllifl8 infested w:l. th ti<*:a; 

He holda it good; th~ OtJna says 
No papa wash can ke$9 

The aoab awa-y, if •tta 11ia 1fill 
T.o doom a. :!look of' eh~pS (') 

The slow ~ a:f. the seasonal :fanni.11g activities, as well 

as the clo.QO r~le.timship• between Dantu and Boer, ia piotu:nacl 

in ltl!'be Reapingt'': 

Tiro bund:ced. .BU').rgons stood in o&9 
Three b.m':ldred more in n-lait.ef 

And ere they put a siCkle in 
I beat'd their I!IOllB ot prniae. 

Piet -.s foN!loet with the ~J 
~ WeDell f.ftOOl)tid ·to b.il:'nf 

A-~ many a ~ .lllOth~ 'bare 
Her~ tiBd behind. 

Jan with solen aeeture led 
The ateaning ~~.on ... t~, 

The m'9dioine-11Cman at his fd.de, 
Cba."'l.ti.ng obarme 'lor rain. ... . .. ... 

With ·blaekan~ llilh ~£a hei:Cor•a :f'C~ot 
She strewed the living airJ 

And turned her into bel" paintoci but, 
To make her potio~ tbem. 

The girls axe grlniing at the quoxon 
With voice_, e:lad and free ... 

-The master is amcmg hie men, 
As he was ~nt to bel (4) 

lAtch at the diction of this volume baa et:ro~ e.ssoo1a.tions 
w1 th ~i3h pe.storal verse: ttmatden" 1 "ba:rnlst hanett t "blea:ting 

1. ntre!fl'ON, "!t the Clarden Rail", P•4l• 
2. 2;~id; P•l4l• 

'" lbiih P•42• 
4• Ip:¥,1 t ''The RGD.,Pil¥Jn, P•-"'>• 



floca" 111d "mUch con".. The simple clevioe of narratill8 

the :fanily's history throu.gh the mouth o:f Engel&, the mtber, 

not only belps to arouse pity for the Boer cause but 1 t unifiee 

the colleotion so tMt the impression nade by the ver.uea is 

stroneer if thoy are m&d as a whole. The pastoral d1aticm, 

marrl.od as it i..tJ to awlh lomu. woros s.a '~" &'ld tamealie", 

does not disturb thif.J Ul'lity f•>r the 110rda do not osll attmtion 

to thanselVN1 the reader aooepte then naturally in the context. 

These ballads 8'1~cGed. to rome ex 't4lnt in <.lramat:l.~ilig the 

A,fri.k:Nler' s :f'ai th in his cauae, e. faith mioh supported him 

thl'Oughout the lollS' agony of the ~. ~ etrangth at' this 

bel.isf ie Tf.r~ I!Jitooe~ 4Mlked in the tale of an old widow 

who had lost her Only SlU in ~ f1etl,ting am tho i8 lD ft al.ore t 

uoept for t m ab.ildren, to faoe British troopa requisitiOning 

horses tor tha s..nay. They dem&m. her two ateJ.lionsa 

Foals my hwiba.m . brad, e1.1rl prized the mCIBt of &11, 
To befn' strange men, an:'l. rlde to tl:e C4ft1Y' a bugle calli 

This thouabt ia morG than the widow can bear. She steals out at 
night to tbe at&bles end feodo the otal.lime by lentern lighta 

· Their lip• and metrils qu:i:w1'9d to fool the wholesome 
corn• 

She ocabed t mir maaay manee with a oomb of yellow hOrru 
'Ws must be r.e~, ready to meet the caning morn •. 

She looked abroad ~m the threahold• the dam .a very 
nears 

The mSllg'Sr-meal. wa~ d.onea 'Rhjr J.id u he linger there? 
Sho tu:med hr>r into the stable, eteady, withoot a £ear ••• 

Four pietol-eh.ote rang out in the stt.me af the night -
The eo.,_boy started forth from bia hut in sudden fri.gbt. 
Am n!Qt a r«tl1·1(£ woman be~tt~ s. atsble•llght. ... .. .. 
Two trooper& ~ at dawn, witb & sargeant e.t their head. 
'Y!Gld ua tho stal.lioD&, w~l 'l'ha brown one and the reel. t 
She gased as one that tra.nia.,, •Tam thqm,' waa all she 

sat.d. (1) 

Th«re is a tension, an eoommy of 1no1dent atX1 aigni11es1t detail 

in this ballad "At Welbe&M!Jht" rltl'! its restrained, su.ggestive 

ending r.Jich make ;li; Oil$ fL the l)eet oontemporuy pG«<l8 about the 

war. 

A.u. Buokton did not :ldenti~ harsel:f' eo completely \'d. th the 

.Boer cause that sbil wa.a unware o:f the tragedy a£ tho English 

liverf 'Which .,,~ 'bei!l.g lo~tt 



'lb&y die Ua ahaep upon thu hilluf 
.By fcwr &'rl thirut tl:ley :fall 

In an ul1an land.f me.Mhing to death 
At a tl'\.lilr~t's a.J.l. (1) 

In f'Bat her stox:,r of the mried I:lriti~JJh scout \ilo is sheltered. 

in an enemy :f'atm .. hou&e a.ntl ha.a his bullet remo'V¥Jd by Te:r Winoke1, 

the man wm shot nira, as wll as the talo of the !rim sahool­
master wh.o :flies izrtO :aawtoland beo&llSe he loves both .Boer md 

~:ton, ~ del1barate att~s to emphasize at a pa~t of a 
lo.ter com:r~tion Wl:l..S to oaU tttrnluoky soldiel'Ship, spent 1u a. 

bad q.u~l'•• 

~ who loosa ~band w.'ld chl.ld, hoocr:;t~~84 a1d f .. d .eruls, 

is a somewhat id.eal.i&d :figure who remains remArkably unembitteftd 

by eu:tfering. S'-:loh a breadth a.'ld. genertlaity of i);)ne suggests 

pe maps that th• writar hM. not lived. in the Tran waal. during the 

war (although ahe ..aa.y h&Ye done) but that, 1ilae Olive SCbrtld.Der, 

ahe knew am loved tha Afrikaner end waa inteneeq a.wat."e ee tbo 

f'oll;r of 'ihe eonf'llat. 

Of &1.1 tb.1:t r.u 'tn:it·ten at tlle time urgir'Jg unity between 

Boer arrl Briton, the most dramatio md moving apol og.la wu made 

by Olive Schx'ein$1: in tllo ~·&b. ~J?U"tp khiean Q¥etf.on, 

which ebe publit.hed un!.el.' the paeudO~'Dl of "An Engl1eh Souih­

Afr1can"• Thie plea for love an! Utliizy' bctmen tb& two whtte 

pioneer.U~ grau.ps waa oonso:t'Gd dttrixlg the 11&%' and c»pi~s were. 

often burnt.. :rn it too novelist ope~ o:f' what was ha~nini 

to 1fhite men in tlOUtJlern. A~.ca prior to the oonft.totJ 

.. , ~in nnoth.P.:r gtbMl:"''•tion tohe t\lPJion 11'111 be O«'tplete. 
There will 'be lXJ :OU.tobmc then ani no ~abmc in 
Seluth MrieAt but only the ~t blerricJd South A.Mom 
people of 'tho tbtu.."'81 S!'flaking the English tong-..-, and 
holtl122g 1n rew:mnt lllatlO'J."Y its t"ound.era af: the past, 
whether Dt.J.tch or ~liah. A.lreedJ, mat f~ t~ 
ta~lmistalms of the last years, the line of 
d~tian would. have £8ded out o£ Bight ••• w am 
or'e poople ..... Neither Dtlt..ch nor English SOUth Atr.l.Ca.na 
d.asi::o to see tfJI3 other :vower 1-ooilal.led in the plaoe 
or Englw. CUltured Dutc:il am. :&1glifilh .AtrioSlS a:u• 
are fed or1 Jt)iglish 1itEr.catu:re1 ~ Ensland is their 
i:ntell~atual MnEh • *Do rPt think, me ilnporte4 
Soldisrs \mlk aaron rtoutk Afl:lcan pltt.:tns to talm the 
lives of So"-.1tll. AMoe.tt men !.tl.d ~~(m: that it is only 
Afri11111 fWld and A'tri<Jan bushes tba.t are ~ 
beneath tbeir tread.t at each step :the.Y are b~ 
the fibl'EJ8, invisible as a.ir, but strong a.a steel, 
which bit:x\ the hearts of Sou.tl:l A.:f'riem.a to~. 
Onoe broken they oan ~r 'be mer.ded whole again; 
thfty are living tb:l.qs, b~u, th~ ld.ll be. doed ••• 
You. will not, ld.ll ms ~.th y01.1r lAG-l1'1t:fr>xdas you 
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wi 11 ma.ka wt. 'l"here are men who do nat know 
they lcwe a Dutclman, but ihe first three hun<b!ed 
that fall, they will know it ••• Do nat ~ to us, 
•you ce EzlglillbmenJ when the war ia over, 100 oan 
wrap the mantle of our imperial glory mum ~ 
and walk about boutblg that the viatoq Ja youra. • 

we could rumar wrap that mantle round ua a&ain• 
\'fe have worn i t with pride. We oould never 'lr8U' 
it the. Thc'e .,ulcl be blood upon it, am the 
blood would be our bl'othera' ••••• (1) 

'l'b.ere 1tas muob. truth in this bllt1 sadly enouab for South 

Africa in 1960t her optimia on the question of mtional Wlity 

baa not been justified.. The evant a o~ the war years ~es\U ted, 
in moat oaaee, 1n e:motl;y the opposite of unit~n ~ threw 

the majority of the Dlgliab epeald.qr settlers violently back 

into the protecting 8iJ.1ll8 of their motller oountry, thus inoreaaing 

their sem10 of emotional and oul~ dependemy. Even Oliw 

Sohreiner'a own approaob. - ternmt South African that she was • 

reveala the ambivalent nature aE her loyal ties. She talks of 

an tmergillg nation thl"'wing ot:r the imperialist yoke in the face 

of 11flat anou:ated to a civil war, 'Wt she ia ooniidont that the 

South Ah"J.oan people of the :f'll'tuH will speak the Erlgliah tongue, 

she asserts that this mythical nation will be unable aDl, more 

e:i8'nifioantly, unwilling to tbmw off the cultural links lhioh 

bim it to Erlgl.anl. Oliw Schreiner shared in the comtant 
dilamna ot 1he Engliah epeald.rv south African - the tug-of-war 

that e:dsta between the desire to stand alonet to be iniependent, 

to be free ot authority s.e the tak-boera and pioneers des~ 

to be free - am the knowledp that complete aeparatian llleant 

further ieolation fran tbe entire heritage of the Engllab 

speaking peoples. 

The Anglo-:br war, whiab bumt liNCh a bitter eetU" upon eo 
marq m1nla, produced in South .A:t.rioa m manorable English verse. 

The best lyri.oa on the subject wew written by Kipllng, while 
the au:tferinga of the Af'rikaner were beat expX"eaaed by A.M. Buckton 

in such aimple tri.flee aaa 

Under the wild moon 
A rough .tone stams, 
Raised too .x>n, 

Marked by alien banda, 
Glimmering white afar 
In the clead lambs• :told • 

"Jaapie - p:rlaonor of war -
Ten yean oldJ n (2) 
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In <We' ins an . almoat mortal woun4 to white UD1ty, the war llll\7' 

also hav. dealt a 84MI:re blow to the hesitant growth of m 
Ellglieh 11teratllft 1n .Africa. SO maey writers were oooupied 

with beati%16 dzulla, had oorr11tiona been peaoef'ul they mi&ht 
have tumed their attention to recording the life o:t the 

ooun~. 

Ae early aa 1909 .,me South ~cana were &lln'A.l:8 thst a.l.l 

1t'a8 not as it might have been in tba f»ld ot lite1'Uy 

endeavour. In that year an artiole app~ 1n Tba lffilletit\• 
The war baa mt pooduoed the ef':feot on ED611.-h 

Sou'th Afrioan poeti';y 'IIIlich might fairl¥ have boen 
looJt.H :to~ ... Soutb Af'rie& haa not prodwed the ldn4 
of poet~ abe m:l&bt. We want our epio, md. there 
ia m zeaacm, ainoe we do not aspire to the olaasioal 
dtcnit7, '*¥ • ahould not have it... (1) 

The author 1Mnt on to eau 1iha.t there. waa no reaeon ~a Colonist 
ot English deeoom, writing 1n Engl1ab, ehruld not •brace a 

aubjeot INOh ae the lbc- TNk at the ooloniasins aohievementa 

of the Portusueaaa 
We haw -lilb nit•s to-d.~ 'to wban the 

rananoe ot 11he Boer .ppeala. !lbe :reoct 
apotheosia c4 flistral ia a abining example C1f the 
tril.DJ~ha that still await popul.a.T literature, wbll1 
the people md. the peat are .. one. We bav'e tb8 
"be~ ~ a poetry. 1'be mxt lllOV"e a with 
the people. (2) 

A half centu:ry later thE!l"e ia still little indicatim that 
tbll paople are prepared to mve. 

1. 'lhe ~letin. No. 2. Juq, 1909. p.69. Tbe :Ell1torial 
maintained that the best English ve~ writers, Lanoe 
Fallaw Zor instalae, wre being driven out o.r the 
oountley' aa "South Atdoa does not ll:rl.Qr, am, atul 
mow, does not b\17 the poetry tha:t 1e writterl .for her •• " 

2. '1'b! BIUletiR• No. 2. Julyt 1909• p.69. 
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Into the d81'kneas menoe they cane, 
Thq paased, their oountry k.notretb none, 

They and their soda w1 tl¥>ut a. nsne 
Partalc8 the eo.me oblivion. 

Their woa they did, their work is done, 
lhoae gold, it mt\Y be, sbons like f~ 

About the 1D.'owe of SOlcmon, 
ADJ. 1n the Hruse ot God •a Desire. 

"Ziml!!b•"· .Al!d;!!! IeM• 

'1'he time waa past wban enterpr1ehlg tl'tlders like C\J:nming 

oCMld regard the Grabamstown market with ita hides and ivory 

thAt hUb~ their pionoa~ activities. F%'0121 the Ea.tem 

Fl'ontier with its atUl unresolved ocn£11ot botween settlers 

all1 Xhosa, intereat had. shif'tGd to Natal, to Kimberley and the 

Rand, am, EMn'Dualq, to llaahonal&Di. In 1888 Hbodos•s 

aaenta • Ob.arlea DwmeU .Rud.d, his partner 1n the GoldUelds 

a£ South A:trioa ~~ Jamea Haguire, a. Fellow af' All Soule, 

and Franoia 'Jiatabele • Thalpaon, wbo oarne f~ tbe Ea.etern 

Cape Province, e80Ul'84 

the f'anoua RW4 Conoeasion, wbich, in retul'23. for 
1()00 Jfartini-Henr.ya, 100,000 ram:ls, £1200 annually, 
and, of all th1nga, a ete•boat to ply on the 
Zlmbu11 gave its holders tba raonopoq ot the 
minerals in all Lobenaula'a ki.rliJlcm• (1) 

The diecovery af EPld cd cUamonda had led to s. fovtn- o~ 

proapeotina am eq>loration aU ovw 8) uthern A£rioa. Ucn 

dreamt o£ fiDUng 78t anotbc Rand in tbG territaq oont1'0lled 

by the Bn tilth South Afrio& canpat\Y. In 1890 the Pioneer 
colunn 0'£ two bUDlrtd men (lured b3' pxomiaea of gold claims and 

a three tbouau¥1 acre tum eaob) aooanpanied. by :five hunind 

E .. S.A. c~ polioe aa wll u a la.rp ~ of Native labotuera, 

bepn 'to out . the road no rib.. They wore led by om or the laet 

of the gnat bun~a, Fl'wderiok ~ Seloua. On Se,ptanbel', 

12th, 1890, 'the pioneera founiecl Salisbury. 

The JYont1er had ~ to Rhodesia. To it Walt two men 

arld a boy 1lbo 'tiiU."G, -.oh in bia own fi&\Y• 1x> oontribute something 

towat.'\ta tbe tJ:a41 tion ~ &lglitil wrse wr1 tten in 111 AfrJ.om 

envi.%'omlel'Jt. 
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Arthur Shearly Cri.ppa, the Charte!'bouee and 1Tinity 

College man, who bad wcm bi.a baJ:1.n« blue 8lld rowed in the 

College eigbt, left the Vi~ o£ FoJ'd Em in Ease in 

1901 for Jlaebonala.nd. With the .exception Of part at 1915 

a.rd the :following year (when he aerve4 as naval am military 

chaplain in the East AMoa campaign) arJd. ot twz eubsequmt 

years in Essex (1926-30) he work8d as a missionary ~ng the 

Jlashonas until his dAth in 1952• Fony .. eeven yeara bl all 

of devoted, atalf-aaoritioing labours for the .&f'riom people. 

During the last eleven ,sara of hie life Orlppa wa.a bliui, 
1w oontinuecl hie worlq a man ot God Whoae pr&Qnal beroil.lll 

ia far more ra:aarkable than hie po~. 

Orippta publications ccm.prise a fairly large mabe:r o:r 

books and. pampbleta, 1nolmUng two aoo1olog1oal atudiea, 

etoriea, novels aD1 ver&•u all ot which helped w contribute 

towards the eupport ot his miQion. <me O&m¥)t belp 

euapeoting that this led him, at time•, to print what other-­
wiN he misht llOt have ishouaht worth the paper. (l) He was 

tenpted, one feola, to use hia wrse as a meana ot propoga.ting 

hie emcere]¥ held beliefs. 

This gamral.Ue.tion aside there ia, 1n the beet of Oripp•a 

work, a diatinatin and persan.al note 11hioh often nvitolizee 

the aoholarly, alrnoat antiqUe mode in which it 1s cast. Tbie 

atyle waa @rived fJ'Om hie rea41ng ani from hie belief& abo._ 
A:t.rioat 

1. 
2. 

If any~ £roll a Britieh home were aoing forth 
to live in A:trica - in a region of ber, that ia to 
SIG"t whew Afrioana a;re living (under the nw 
opnditiona o~ Britiab Peaoe) their old.-faabioned life 
on tba land - tUlil:IB their own tiltha am feedina 

· their own cattle 8Dl pta - and 11' he were to aak 
adv.t.oe o£ me aa to 1lbat .Book& be .:>uld do well to 
take out with hi!ll, I. know llhat J3ook I would nane 
next after the Bible Boob, none otbc than the Stor.y 
aiX1. the 8olJ8IJ of that Bill8le one ot tho Wo:rld' s .Aroh• 
Poate, wllo once lived in .At'rioa - I mean booritus. 
I bave lived lODB in an old-fashioned part of A:f'l:'ica 
myselt, 8nd I have eeen muob there that bas Heed to 
me both sacred awd. beautitul. 0! all :Books the .Bible 
Boolca h&ve bolped me JDC>Dt to see '*he saoreclneas and the 
beauty 8Z'OW¥i me in Afriom oomttry-11fe, but the Story 
and the Sonse ot 'lheocr_itws and his !ellc:w-poeta bav'e 
helped me too. (2) 

For instanoe hie Olqplt of Qhlrittlpaa txom Ai'r:toa, S.P .. O,lt., 1935• 

ORIP.PS, IntroiW)tion, 5;t: Yeara o~ I!Aodea~ V•!!!• 
• Snelling, (1938) p.l7. 



Crippa man. no fo;ooed attempt to intG:z:pret new things in a 

Dew _,., instead he wrote ot Atrioa in terms of the v oeabu.l.a.rJr, 

l'bytbma anti wrbal GCOllC'AnJ which his \i.pbringing e.Di education 

had taught b1ua to love. As I.e rd. r•eedamuir (who knew ald. 

admired h111l) put ita 

Be baa a gl.'eat tx-adit1on behiD1 hi!!a, but ho 
he&e ounn1n,gly adapted it to the needs of' a new 
land, and for me tlU!! unique charlll of his woxk is 
tbm> he oan. a1ng at the Songs o'f Zion and at the 
au. time e;iw theD1 the obal'm am m1£1tery o£ the • 
waters of Babylon. (1) 

To Cripps there 'WDIJ m incongruity 1n •irlgina of the 
llashonas in bo1".1'0'M'J4 tunea from !rheoori tua or :f'ro:n the 17th 

century EQ&'lish llr.loiata. Bia vision of Africa. 1i&S a pe.etom.l. 

one am, lightly or ~. be mourned its pasaingc 

Al:thOUBh muoh ha.s been al.re&dy twa:m, much 1e 
le:tt. 'l'J:ud.r lot f'all.e in a fair grow¥1 £or not a 
£n Atrioana etill. !tbere JaY be a pl.aoe in the sun 
yet for mAnlY Af.r.oios:ns ... these may have xocm to 
plough, and to pa.arure their her4a in, for many 
yean that are lett ••• \fha:t Gf the ol4-timo cuatome 
of that hill-countr;y in A:f'r:loa? 

b patient iron-~ rith 1te ei\!'then furnace, 
ita laborious boating- out of tbe metal with stone 
Ova" stom, is b\l'G a meno17 too ofte-1 in 1ll&J\V o£ its 
olli abiding-plaoee no~r. M the winter's tb:reshing­
work :f'or men Gal i'be wl.nnowin&-W'Cn"k fOll' wcmen - the 
beaid.ng-out of the red millet•oom w1 th clubs md 
tbe eit'ting ot it ft"al ita sold.en-green ohaff on the 
zook-tloora - "tllll:¥ laat our oc generation. And at 
lean tb.G blue a.nd golden skies of dfV' ani thc:ee blue 
md a:ilv~ night-sld.es, in which the stars, watching 
over .Atr1ca, almiber not mr sleep, are too im: ou.t 
o:f reaah for: Afrioa' a gold .. seeksn am dia:nom ... huntera 
an4 Big-binHe agent• fi'Oa o-wrs$8.8 to get at thaa 
ani spoU them· (2) 

M&ed aa a whole the ailQlea•, most movins of C.ripp'a 

poems, the maet arti.etically sat:S.Sf)ing, are those fl'Om hie 

11rat vol'UIIe c4 A:f:riean verses in whioh, seeing only what i s 
good in the livea or tbAl llasbonae, he depicta thera in an 

idyllio, pa.toral oett1ng, as 1n the anthology pie oee, 
"Lov• papntt and "A llaahona. Bu.ebandman"• Sane of the lyrics 

in Ii;'! §Ya!i!llsti~ (S) have a sweetness of tone and an 

intensity of oonv1o1io• wbioh had bee1. a-lmost entixe~ laokinr 

in the verse Qf the ~tier li:cymstera. 

1. TV/h~roiR!, Intli'Oduction• Afric-.• verses, 19'9· 

2. CRIPPS, lb:t:rddu®ion, F1tl1 :yea.rs of Rhodesian Vt~rse. 

3• C'fUPPS, ~ ~li!,tica, Blaakwell, Oxford, 19<)9. 
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Orippa loved to dwell upon the aisnificame ani bea.tt;y 

of ap-old GOuntJ:7 aotivitieaz ploqgb:J~, sovd.ng, reaping 

am particularq, the ban'eat. He made no &ttanpt to uaea 

tbe intf\lrpolatiou, the assega.:\s and imp1s, the 
•nkooa, with llhiob too IZlC\V South African poe-
tasters ba.ve sprinkled their versos. (l) 

IJhe reaul.t iJ ~le, ainoere, re!l'Jinisoont of Her.riok and the 

vales Of Arc~a 

So sen the aun 1s alm<XJt down 
Brl.Bht in the alant:l.ng lisht • ~, 
Beuing our ruatlJ.ng sraes•sheawa hieJ1 
A&ainst the aplandour of the aq-
To thatch for O'hri.t a Bcme .. 
'1'ho\l Reaper God 0' cttv'breaka sp.l.'Sad. 
Its :Board with brave ~· s Bread, 
Our hq-l!lheaf' ru.rvesta crown 
llith eorn-snc.t of Thine Olm. (2) 

~e q.uoation of whether one cal justifY Cripps 's poetic 
viaion o£ the African in texms of lilepherda, ~e and ewains 

in a oountr,yside of "ample \1'oldA"1 ~·· and eva1 "elvea" :1e 

a caaplioatecl one. It ia Of)JDplioated by factors which some 

would consider beyom the bounds of li te:ra.ry criticism but 

whioh, navertbeleaa, in:f'luence the jndgaent of the aritica 

'by' the fact, among others, tlw.t few of ua have had. Cripp's 

experien<» of' l1f e 01110ll8 an .A:f'rioan pastoral people bo:fbre tbe7 

came to be "taintGd" by lhat paaseo t'or i?eatern Oivilillation. 

It is~ oomplioat~ by our oc attitudes i»wa:rda the 

A:f'rican am towa.rd.a .A.f:rioa. Without entb'ely oond«nning bia 

d1ot1on which is at least, aa lh"ettel bas pointed ou.t, mom 

ot:reotiw U1an an a.rlificialq "At'ri.caniaed" one, 1t is obvious 

that it introduces an element of unreaJ.ity into his l.JTios. 

:s.peatodq in theeo wrsea a clou4 of mist descends between 

the osteaiblo subject of the poem &ni the conscious and 

unconscious aomoiationa of the wcmls eployed. The word 

.. wain" (to gtve but ons example) reoalla harvest-bane in a 

ou1 tivo.ted, cultued. o.gricul tunl caamunity wh1oh takea the 

mind :tar &1fa\Y tran the wheelleas sled ani the pcmderoua ox­
wagon of Afr.toa. 

It is pe 1'hapa pn.rtly- because o:t bia aroba.ic diotion that 

Cri:pp' s best vemos are not thooe in lilioh he is attemptins 

1. .BRET'J.'ELJ,, ''Thnte Rhodeaian Poeta", Rhosleaiana,Pub. No 3, 
The Rhodesian& Society, 1.956· p.3(). 

2. CRIPPS, "Neazo SUnset", MY!"! l'ryarplietica, p.a. 



dift<ttly to describe or to praiee tribal lif'e aa he aees it, 
but rather thooe intensely pe racmal., religioua qnce cxpreaung 

hUt dedication to hie miesiona.r.r vocation. Suoh a poa.n 1• 

••Benediction" (sunrise after ni8ht-travell1ng)' 

Tho' aa 1 t were a or;ypt I paoe 
l(yloug niSht viBil tb.m\l&h, 

Within the ohurch o~ God I • • 
Hia dome of :t'reecoecl blue. 

I paaa cleep etoupe in eart~ floon 
WheN heavenly l'OOf-grms show • 

Riobea o•er lustl"al. water. eet 
Wbero WQ1'JJIJ1 dim oandloo glow -

Wim-carwn pil.lan ot tbe treee 
Where horned owls • Laud.s &:1."8 said • 

Slab, plinth, am pile, the oenotapb.a 
Of the long oNilbled d.Ga4. 

A jewll~ Eikon c4 rtJ.Y Lord 
Glitte:ts to East &'far -

Louting upon one lr::nH I baU 
The :aritjlt d lfortliflS steor. 

······4·············~··· · ······ 
The e,hoatly voices of the dovee 

01'00n in the b~ng l1sht • 
The Chr.iat·ta~t oook tbat Peter ohode 

Scolds the fOX'Mking nie;ht. 

At laat the wic.ea bulb am pau~e, 
The vaat aburch filla with dread -

Brow to the tbl'Obbing floor I crowh, 
'!17 "Judioa me" aa1d.. 

How aoon Jline ean aa ~ adore 
1'he stir o'f weloOml fUle • 

God's aw:f.'\11 llonst:rance ia uphold • 
!Lbe sun ta o •er the hillel (l) 

The diction here - (atoupa, lustral, louting, ohale) ia 

cbaraoterlstio ol: Cripps in thia mOOd wbexe he Eltlplo,_ 

:Biblical imagery, am liturgical tema with Olaaaical nee.tnoe1 
and oonoisensq. The f'e:rvcur ot tone teDla to tmnscend the 

az"Chaiana• thoush the pOem 18 not unitomly successful and the 

conceit of the lest line reta1ne an over conao1oua &l."'tifice 

which robe the ilaas- ot strength. 

All he repeatedl;y upla:lned, Cripps saw A frioa as another 

Arcady: 

M twice a thou8an1 years too late 
You. mou.m ~,.. dlephezde' Paradiae -

These w:ey years When, woW¥1 by wowd1 
Our tme ~a cU.ea ••• 

l. OP.IPP.S, "Benediction" .. , 1NJ:a Eva.ngeli!!tig,a., P•5• 

(2) 

2. I'bidc "To saae llOet in Dlgl.and (Frcm an Afi'ican Aroadia". p.6s. 



but he saw her too as a "field "bite for the ba:rvaat". 

Thie dcuble viaiao accounte :for hie i.laaae17 ,mwh or wbi<il 1a 

drt.mn, like that of Vsuaban ar». Herberl in the 17th oentU%7, 

!ran the 1611 version of the Bible as W6ll a f'l'om the 

pastoral poets. Cripps rings the obongeo upon fa.vouri te 

images drawn :f.r<li the OhriaUam ayabola of tbe harvest, fi'al 

the cock, the mad, i'.n1n liebt an4 cJ.erltnt>ea, especially the 

lisht 0'1 the awa .m. the 11\m• 

SoiMtimea his dt.al oonce:ptf.on at Jlubomla."''i - the 

.Arcadian am the christian - 1a :tueed• 

Unto the Obu1'oh or tba Uoacliana, write -
•'Neathelda an4 husbandmen, arise, JQ\U" 

LiS}$ 
I• come, ari.se and ahinl ". 

ani again in~ Roofle•e Obild" 

••• 
Yea.x-a Bi nco wae larael smee, heap ou heap. 

What now of Euzope 'e Sbrine? 
The faithless mortar ~•• the 8EMiil8 yawn daep, 
. Keen rooflesa ni4Jhts -. Thine. 

Great ruins fall ~· 3!lee, o littl• Child, 
•w lama outil'OW' !i'hee feat, 

(1) 

Oome rest in ~a-thatcil-ed ~ or cavem \'d.ld 
ot Aroe4:s ~ loat. (2) 

At Otbe.t' tiDloe the African villafP is a ~eon4 Betbleha 1n the 

poverty am eimplial. ty o-r ita people~ 

:Blest :l.o llcJthlehem Town • 
Tbatch'd roofs, earth-walls brown -
There poor shepbarda liw -
There a. wia mon•e ta.ith 
Aa a ohild •a _..,thriVe! 
See t:t. aun clira dQwl 
Near• the blessed Di&bt, 
W1 th tbe ~Ill llibt -
Nlere the l'Odca 41vide -
0ane swart ftocka an4 pW, 
Lol \1M Cbrieta bestride 
Ca~.J..e blaok or lWU ts> 

Thia 1a ~t both in comept1on and execution but, aa often 

1n Cl'iwa, it approe.obea perilo~ Illa.r tho sentimental. <4> 

1~ CRIP.PS, MJ4vent in .Atnoa ('lhe Native Churdl)",· Im:. 
E!!9s!l4!tige, p.2,. 

2. ~ "1be Roo.fleae Obild .. , p.Jl,. 

3. Ib:ldt ''The Ho11Uisht (On a MiesiO! station)••, p.aa. 
4• ~ il'l8tanc• in um Salnta' De.7" 'lben be wr1tesa 

"Flewd pr.lest, i:hat God l!lb<Wd chOose to make 
o~ thee 

A nut"eer.Y td. mow, 'lhenoe Rio babes na.y s~ 
Rapture of Sainta that m:e, wol'.l~Wr of Saint• to bel" 

op.o1t. P•42• 
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It ie ironical that Ori.ppa - (the produot o£ a fanous 

English school a1d University, cheriahing all that wu finest 

in European culture) .. ehould so have d:readed the impact o£ 

Europe upon A:r.rica. This fear of his, that the lbite man 

10ul.d dest:rc>7 "otlr true Arcadia", aa.y be explained by the fact 

that in the new froDtier of the Rhodeeiaa it wa.a not Western 

civilisatiw whiCh Cl'i:pps fea.red would oorru.pt the Ma.ahon& 

bu:t Weatem greed for power am gold. This was the reuon 

that he preached "'A Counsel of Perteoti<n" - bitter oOlllf'ort 

for the Atr:!caru 

o little gOatherd .,uld you climb to Him? 
From yoUI: low thatch 'd hut 1a His Viaion dim? 
~have you left your toming f:J)ata aal grain, 
Changed )'Our akin-belt for atuffa of g~ stain? 
Will you win thus the white contemptuous Ohriat -
So vain of tan per a.m. ao oltls e of :f'iet? 

What it you win him, little goa.tberd mine'l 
He's but a Devil dressed so tawdry fine. 
Giw loouata, all ~u oausht at mornitlB liB}lt, 
Give 7our own blanket thin this bitter night! 
Give all, strip bare am barer so to gain 
!!'he only Chrlat that is not won in vainl (1) 

The white man' a avarice and cloeeneas of fist prcwided Cripps 

with the theme for a ntJnber of his lyrioe. The moat m1ggestive 

am ewcatiw of thia group u "!AzarwJ*'. ( 2) 

The ~· of 1914 wrenched the m1•sionary' s attention 
&'ft\V :freta hie almost exclusive pl"eOo~ation w1 th 

fhe oer.f llho bel4 his master' a fate 
In hollow of his aw&'riby hand, 

to th• Q&taol;rsl of wu. 
<:~) 

While eervitlg aa .A'l!tq and Naval chaplain 1n Eut Africa, 

Cripps wrote A k'b'r'• Heir, the atory of the Jesuit, Gonoalo 

da SUvei:ra. (4) R• had already published three J¥Wel a. 

The tirst two are (like Tzooper .Peter ... ) a vehio1e :for oritioiSII 

ot the Chartered Canpany and ot Europeans in Haahonallllld generall7. 

Cripps at;taoked their treatment o:f' the .At.riom a.a well as their 

almost eEo1uat. ve OGwentration u;pon merccary aJ.ma. The 

quotation 11hiah be ohose to print 011 the title•p~J89 of fl!Y-Tree 

oountl'l in:licate~t hie thelllt) : 

1. CRIPPS, "..A. Counsel at Perteotion", lzyra Ev!:l?pliatioa, pel9. 

2.. Anthologized in A J3ook of South A:f'rioan Ver&e. 

:5· Ie.!!: 
4• Sae MACNAB, •tThe Jlan of Graeau (nane givtn to Gonza.lo da 

Silveira, a Portuguese J eauit, martyred in lilat is now 
Bhodeeia in 156J.) A .Book of South Af'r.l.oan Verse, p.le,. 
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. Tbe mGrohivxl.ise o:f gold ••• and fine JJ.nan, atd. 
purple ••• w wine, and oil, am £ine flour, and. 
\lfhe&t, anl beaats, and eheep, W1d. h<:xr.tea arxl 
chariot&, an4 ala:ves, ani souls c£ D~tn. 

IUJv. XV!II, 12, 13· (l) 

Cr.lppa continu.$1 to writ~ verse, :p~.iblish:i.tlg OBllections in 

1916 and the folloriug :ffi&J:• .A:f't9X' the p1\'mise ot hilS earq 
~ca Pilpjla!'s Jo,y; 1a a VOX'3 d.i4a.ppoirltil'l6 vollae, oantain1llg 

praotioalq ll)thing oi' Sl\7 intuest. The "A:erioan lan\ and 

water .....-rsestt llhioh bad first appaarad in various porio'l108la, 

and wbiob were now lQbllshed under the title~ ~m 'f!£, am 

not mudl bettel"J thC'e is eomethillS' diequi!Jting both in their 

themes and ex:prassiona. lt io diaoonoorting to :find Crippa 

attempUng the "l3oots, :Boote, Boots'' efi~ect 1n 

Fmm K&l"UngUI 
(Flea-apoil•d, jigger-vu.t, ~~) 

In the aumB ra • trai.ni 
Four milee :t'o:na.;rd.l Fo"\&' mils a backwa1.-d t. 
Seeking • but in -vain, 
River-horeea black: .. aa ta:rg.eta 
l~ Q.t£' madma twain. 
•Sport am W&rl' and 'Sport ana. Vlarl' tbeir 
FJB:roe feet dnm•d a.tld. ~ied .. 
•Peace am ~Jiet t Pfme» mld ~lictl t 

nine in amftlft ed.~•d... (2) 

It 1a not onq the image that ia :S.noongrlX)\18 (river-horses 

soaroely F.n.l£rbeGt ~1~ ~,zn-boats) but the :faked Kipl.il'18aa~e 

lilt. hxb~Fa Cr.i:ppa :realize4 113$t:Ulot.iwl7 that hie pastoral. 

style diti not lend itself to deecribing war, M he aeema to 

hav'e bean unable w :f'j.m an ~prq)r'.kte mbnitu:te. <-'> 

1. •II'J:he amcxrth ~ txee ~boliees oaay growth, and the book ia 
a.tmed at Rhode$1ane liho, in •the llltdeo tradition are 
t'eudalieing for oGJmeroial ema•, &111 do DOt wunt man•• 
eovl• if such men are J'Qtiv.a ••• plot ani oharacterisati.on 
U'fJ aaor:ttioecl to ~· •• •• 
SiYMAN, The South At!'!5?.5 N"orel. .. •, p, 73• 

2. Cro:P.PS11 ~·, J5! e.JJ!, "War, (1917) p-U• 

;s. He was awa.l.'8 of tho diff1cultyt 
"Ships 1.1l'lknown aid suna 'Wllw'd 
Would ,au hale me ~ to~ • 
I that l.c::w14 the peaco I sq 
Ere l csue at we' to plq. 

r wtW.d at r.~g or at I ktvlw 
In -the lon!Jl~ paths l trod • 
T:S.me 'b3' tim•, ')l8&r out, ~~ in, 
Far f'raa many, ne&1:' to aoa.. 
Tracka by b:t:Olm teet trao1d I'd ain((, 
Wuggo11-aya d.eO)? .. ga.oh'd ani lf')r.n, 
Bb7tbaio eeasomh thudding ch'ume 
Of our sranite billa forlorn. •• 

"A Singer'• 118tloaJ,l8ottt, 1ek! aru1 Wp. p.51. 



Ocouionally Ori.pps tried. to fore$ the faniliar :relisioua 

image brlio hia new thens1t. In deso:ribi~ thtt amolm of a 

haav;f bt.lll'bard.ment no Wl'Otet 

Like Satan•a thuriblN 
The thatoh •a. roots auok~ in joyleea 88Cl:Uiae 
·l'o a ~t joyous h~wn.. (1) 

but it is an artif!l.oial. l;!tpotdtion. The oanvi!Xled .P' l.~nal. 

tone ia le.okinm ·hhe ve•·tttl~ d.o nob &;prl.ng :txom deop~ felt 

8»1ri tual ax;periE!nOe .. 

. ~ ,!!!\ !TH eGiltaine a collectiOn aE dirpa at micla. 1b8 

followill6 on CUl.lAn Gouldabury is Qf intere.ttb for th$ light it 

thranr on both subjoct a.'I'Jd •uthort 

OOJcen Go":ll.dsbul.~. 
(Poet ~ 'The P~e of tbAIJ (kt a1d •The Shadow-Call"l t. 
Late of Lake staff atd. lst Xin.Jfa African Rifloa, 
died at !r'N161' 031 AUF\Uift 27th, 1916.) 

So as a wax'•a :e,rc•d loan .,..,..,. 1El1t Ulee OO\f1 
QQr la.;.'d f.inda :few in'toxp::t'$tora, and thou 
l'fni!Jt one.. "'Ietbcm~t mt n aly btXt too well 
Tlwu wou24'et ohlln&loon p!e'to afol'&time play­
Vlearin.g our huee ~ o! :troa.v•n ani Hell. 
Yet who, that reads between tey U.s, llll.uld tJI!I:3 
- £ellow-f'aelll1g for O'IU" pet tu views 
{!:Ore tA&rrO\I than our dorpo' 61JD-avenuee,) 
\faa all ·tierJGVOle:J.·t caaplaGenqt 
AbS l'br thoa$ •a.rtr.ly boots. ou:t• lan1 :ray know -
Our TCildt it$ dayJ.laht calm, its twili~t glow .. 
:Bes1is money b1:qa nat, best.e that prioeleas be -
Row b:r.'0$1 ~· love, ilOW' big thy reveenceJ 
:luoh haet thou. &twn us ere thy aoin&' benoo, 
Now taka what we J!U\Y give, tme1 leave the xest, -
Taka earth of our.a t"tw VDrld.•w1cle ChUrCh hath. bleat, 
Sleep, bod.y, by our •a., belleath Ou:&:' stal:'af 
Go, SOtu• to peae~ in h0%10'\lr from our waro, 
Inte:t'j/l:et there a lard thaZl oun !Jlcre kind -
A land tor all its CDlOU%'8 • COlOl.U'-bl.indt 

I n 19'9 111en a oollaeted edition at Cripps' a poena wero 
publllitecl (Afrioa• Vereea), Q)ndi:tiona in Jl.u,hcmal.a:td bid 

o~ ve17 material~ a:1r4D$ th$ pior~ period.. The 

misBionar,y bad almost outlived his 'Arcadi&f th& oinea a:rd. 

cities attracted his sheep in ever increasing tlmlbers, whUe 

be oould find ~» comfort in arq proepeot that they misbt be 

admitted to a <d.Vilized,Ch.:istian society. There ia an 

inoreuing bittameS8 ald. diaUlue:t.oment in the lyrioa of 

thio periocl., t\1ou8l the central tbeme (which had first 

1. et. •~J&an ~th i'ortlh to hin work and labour till set of 
tho am, 

Rapt at b.ia red Aspcrgeo - sp1't\'Y'i!~ the eho:ree with 
blood&" 



attra.cted. ~) hAu 1X)t c~1 · 

"Ani besides ell this. DettMan u.a a£'4. you. there 
is a gl'ea:b gulf' f'ixfl(l..... &tint Luke x;vx." 

YOil atta.""l:ls and bQrba impl.aoablJ- d.any 
!lo At:rioa lei nab ip at h't.'llan lG::lnd,f 
.A;fr.L oa,"la 1n th 1 untm~ nsta lt1U8t l.:1e a 
No African .~;t~ a. b&d m~ £1lu. 

'l'halk: God that in that llottJ:M ottr U:f'e beywd. 
Gulf'a t'J.:;ct; b~ dopar'ted aculo appee.rf 
SO Africa's fo;rai ving aottl a and t'>nd 
~fay be too :te.r tbei:r masters t moans to h~l· 
•.Aren-Patriaroh .A.b~, eem me Jl\Qk (or Jim) 
With Rter ... ere I perish 1n despair I • 
•50l'l1 .on, -~ all thy scorn at himJ 
11'wixt him w.t4 theQ ttere1 a lY:M no~~~· (1) 

It is not ~tua who ccctlp!es Orippa'a thoughts towm:do the 

end of hia Uf'eJ inawfiod lw bseo:ws haunted by the in3uatioe 

t:lf the A:f'rica..~~e position in ~ciet:rt by the image o'f 

The Divine Guta&$t of ~ ter.rible le.ndt 
A Blcwk ~ Vlith ~,:t't'lJ.'d !Jipn md enpty Harxt. (2) 

JW all 1-J.s eaorlfioe of the 'F.)lglitlh fS.el.da he laved 

(& Yeq real sacn:.uioe as hi:; :Elssm: v-.eraes reveal) Cripps ~ 

boeane a Rhodeeian. oitiJell• llot ~t c.i. tiw.-1A8hip ie in f1rt3 way 

a kq te the 1t'.riting of Sou:th A:f'rioan poetry, lmt naturaliaat1<m 

ia a a;yxabol ~ oa:mitmcmt, m1d tl:lere ~ N adl ill Cripps's versa 

which remaii¥J4 alien tb · UaallOntllan.A. Hi a wri:titlg ia in th9 sane 

Obrinian• :philanthropie tmitlon u Prl.ngle'JJJ but his 

spiritual ~l.d wae more intemse, the lit&r&r7 in:t"l.lDnces tdli\'il 

had moultl.ed. hie style mo=e pnm~e a:uA • in a acee • atultit)izlg. 

~~ best of hia 'WOl'k. is in his devOtiGil&l. l.Jl;iOJSf . a har.dt'ul or 
poans ot S};:ne atN.lgth at.d svreetneee whioh the litera:ey- historl.c 

ie man· J.ikely to claas with those wrltat'a Wl.o tol.Wl thoiJt 

ihapiratia.n i.xl. .A.nglicfulicu and in the Cl~sios, thtm lti tb at\f 

:naeCGUt .A:frican lituatu:r.'El. 

• .. .... Iii_ ............. ~.._~, ... ~~--------

1. ORIP.PS, nwo Tb~fltfare•~· .. ~oa•-.• V!~!. (1939) P•59• 

2. A f.NqUetft ~· 1n Crip' 
''If ausht ot worth be in 1lf3 psalms 
It io the li1aok Ohrl..at' a :a:ande I laor, 
In thoae N'ail·g.roov•d, hoe-ha.rden•d .Palna 
He bOlda to me now tJNtey Ctt\Y ... .... 
!f aey 81ft of aisbt Of mine 
Our laoi•a veil'd u~'t3 iilmld. rewal1 
Hy N~$X', ' to thcue a~ras Qf tbin!lh 
That gi.f't to Him that gave asap,. 
To H1a (Wh.~ Feet ~alle4 atesl 
Ovsr the granite tmolm :r tma4) 
Head-haloed by our :r:oee ani grq 
0£ twilishta, or our gold. or c119'1 
Who r:~S&L" rq J.'WII4 ocp-otire will spread 
me reed-mat, or an min·bleas 'd day& 
Uoe df!Jep His pe.ttem-wo•k ot praiae 
Full in D\Y atant. 
"Elwoi .... ", I.e:!! and .war. :p.l20. 



A recam cr.f:tie has ala..i.m.rul~ \\hen writ i%1g of Rhcdoo:I.an 

ve:reif i cn, that althm.l{Sh Crl.pr$'a 

li:.fu itael:r could h&.Te bean a. ooleois.m, hill 
F.raneieoan-Theocri tan p1atoral a milrtaken 
inco1lgrllity, his l~ poetry doe. atal.ld 
out n.e 01n- o~ ·W'tiirt~al:ilb \tttera...~ee. ( 1) 

~1& doe• oot l:lMm to me to be tho f».e&, nor are C'.d.pps 's lyrica 
libly to btl.ve a:ny inflUGnoe u,on t!tta eurpn~e Of a Sou.th 

AMO'a:t ve~. 1.1s poetry wau ttlonaly* iD .A:rrioaJ it wu a 

:pel'l&nal utt~ncnr:.$ :tn a. :foreign la'Dd with which i t never CaM 

to grips. 

!q!a Jo/aaPlist.~ oppea.recl in 1909. In tJle aane yoar 

t1t0 other voilJen mde then~Ml-vca hes:ril, t!loa$ of CUllen Gou.ldabu1'7 
and K:.tngaloy F-airbridge, who, eaoh in bi8 own wa.y, was far mOM 

:ropw•nta'iive ot the tl:O.utior of tlw Ehodoaiaa than Cr:l.pps. 

Gull.en Gouldsbur.; (th~ son ~t all af':tloer in the IDiian 

Police) oama to 'itll.ocle&a in t1w dla:rvice of The l3ri tiah SOUth 

A1'rica Oolu,pa.lv at thG ~ of twsnt-'.f .. O:nlh He apent the rest of 

his life 1n A:edoa11 md diod 1."'1 1916 1rl...um mly 'fb.iri~--five 1'Ja.r8 

old. Cripps knmr both those .a«lf be ~soed about tha'!l :ln 

hie introduction to the finst anthology of :Rhaieaian Veree: 

I oame to lolo1r Ou.llen GouldsblJ:I7 Ji1UCh bettat" thllll 
I .ta..w :Li'airbridp. Re as eppointed to Tho ~ 
(on too Fionael."&' Rood in Qba.rter District) as & Native 
Depa:rtmont w;>rk&r early in 190}, so t"e.r as I ra:aeber, 
a.Woa1; imr.:Qdiat~ly a:Cter :.:eaQhing Southern Rhodesia. 
~• r.nne~d our Southft'n Rhoctesian. aaq,UL\intanceehip 
long at:te:- he had left for 110rk 1n Nortlwrn Rhodeaia. 
It wae ai Nairobi &D1 again near Lake Victoria ( a. f n 
~ 'bet'or& hia Eillrq dtla~h) tb&t I 8&\'f b1ln a.ga:tn, 
w~n tho w:c Wt.tJ ~A in 1i:rurt ~io&. He gave mo to 
tl.!11cstam that ~ Rh~ia had wn hi8 affection 
or~ M:re ·~ha.n Sou~ l:Ulcles:ia l:wd clone. But 
s~ l1a1V' at thi8 ac~All p$l.s dairk ainaer•s vigoJ:OUa 
la.y8 o£ lfaet'..ow. l and dat!9 i'ma thoa VfSt'3 earl;y &wa in 
his .~oaa oa;reer- vben ha li'VOd li'Jt m&l\Y ndlea tJDlf 
bcln •• ttDawn in tb& Hut" bri.tl8B a baP.PY rananbranoe 
tom of hia fair-baixed. w11'6, who came out to hi!n to 
ehare his exile, and ot how the7 two seGil ( aa a s.teat 
of theirs at The Batlge deso:dbeli them to rll#) as it we:re 
a boy w girl on the vdl.d toae~r. (2) 

Thill reoollsotir~n of tbe yo'J.tl8 pionoer ard his wif'e, is all 

of a pi&oo lfith too light-her~rfiedt yc;utb:fUl spirit o£ the :fifty­

sewn "R.hodeaian Eh3U1#!1511 il'l Gouldab\.l;cy'ts t~st verse collection. 

1. l3RETTFJ:L, "Three Rhodeai~ ~a", P.hcd§aiar.a,( l958) pp.29-39· 

2. CHIPPS, Int!'Cdudion, ~Y :retW."&, o.f ~odesian Verse, p.13. 



Be ia Q.U!t. without. p:o:::t~nvione m:1 thi~U itaelf i.e .... ., attract;iont 

f"or t:lCSt colc.m.ial }IOI}tut€l':l tQkc> ilie:wal vel!! vcr:J ::SOX'iol.Wq• 

His eddre$e to ~ %6ndcr b.:et tJpi...'*iea Ilia gGmral tom: 

~~nlea ot' h9~thc<t! ne~c.-y, 
Sollgfl of veld md vlei, 

W~r. Gf' :t8C'G, atl4 threa4• o:t f'~, 
Topioo of' to-day .. 

Take the as I 11'1'0-te tM.Tll ... lightly, 
Woettns st the times • 

Critioiae, ~t ~. ~olitel;y 
Theee, my rend<Y.tt ~·· (1} 

UU:WC. Crippe, Gouldabu:q mal11us m at·~em:..<t to :bpoae a 

p:r:eoonceivod p!'ttt(lr.n of ideas on 1\i"rican lim; his view at 

it, thoue;h aupe~rfici~, is maxv- aided. Hie bree&y, LKIC.1e'ti.mea 

e&urtic rh,ymes in tlw trndition of popular veree 81'9 on subjeou 

rmtta:o~ s~~stcd by fiol'mt1E~r ::ooiety. The dlar.o.eters be 

deeCl'i'bes va%7 1'.rr.:m th ~sialc ~al.IBlior·; Ridora 

:t have mti:f'f'ed tba scent r£ the open vle1 
Whm the sun climbed Ull th~ hill, 

And !1~ hee.:r.d the ~ ot thf.' nt:lT•bo:rn dew 
ibm all tbc -c;rl<l w&G lfti.l.tt 

I haw trt!.'llpled the cop e e.t the river•e brink 
fihare the dappled. buck l.ie down, 

M givc me th~ li~ta ~ th() h&""r.£'1S$•Cllnk 
And the glam01lt' of !DrxlQn ~* (2) 

to the oo:trt.ented ;t~1rl.t;G Kaf:tl.r"J the hani(JJ:'mt n{«)no na.tiw''• 
with 

A anooth•f'l.&nked. obony girl f\Jr a. wii"e 
.. :ma ~t ot tto din ood a.oun7 am atri:t• 
Thu:t; l'eit;n whn-o tb,E) r.f.)ii.J()t of the world ia r.t.fo ... 

!IJOk W11e:t'e ~e piooamn. phyl (') 

b \!10rl4 <)£tho piet~a.nil:lll is no~ but the~~ 

pagan world whioh Oovldobury anoountl;l:\~d :tmo 'tdch ho did not 

seek to ,P)."Ob$ too d~eplj; 

Tha.t on.Gr ohu1iby ani llhorn of pste, 
Ie }lambo•s ll'DU - be can b&l-eq run -

Tbl llOt-bttlli~ im» "fri'th iihe shsr4blirlg gait 
ll~tl filn-mod~ l f'r;)sr~ by a t'.lli~t of fa.to, 
For hie mother had atol.Gn a. ,oung girl's mate 

Jutl pu.t out her e;yea U1 t~ ( 4) 

Qu.y 13\~tlo:r. hoa r:n.~geeted that Gouldabt:7 bel0Jl66 to tb.G 

•eohaol en: 'ballad w:riterth .. 'Wbooe lll<del was Xiplin6"· Thi• 

1e tl"Ue ~ tu tho @.'l..""U)ml. .eenllle in tihicll the al.aaai: 'ication 

was irttenled.. lt :f..s not, Qf <X>u:rae, w sq that Gouldsbury 

Ibid~ '":fne Scll8 or 'i.lw !J:•ra:J.;ii.LJOrJ .tO.O.er*. 

Ibid.~ "The White Ka.f£1:r". -lbid.; 



oould write l.J.lw Xipli.ng lmt m3t'fJly to pOint ou:~ the s.ame 
:tcvactneoe t~ r•olml.ar !.ln.l.'T,.:.\ti\~, nn tLttrnetion to aU.1lor 

theild and: in 'ilmq- TEll"5os, t,he adO!)tian o:t e. atengy,_ 

oollo~al diotion to pretr~ tmch ~~ as tho tou.:h pioneer• 

'P:\'l"ges a--ll l i7'"Jt"' t~inr-:; ~, ~ noJrlih by the Zatlbeai, 
Ir.&fir truok: ,w mu.st Wldoratsud, 
The ~ tha~ 8 tabu ib this e~ laud .. 
~!14$ en: ;rollm' a.":'rl ·ne3d" of blue, 
.Kui.vea arx1. mid~ am limbo, too 
To ·biukl~ ·(J}G tMW Q£ a h<Jathtm crew 
(Whidl. ics•nt so bli3ltod eoay) -
oown by the st/;>l'$ tbe :river ~ by, 
Am w uaed ~o tftt.tch it• Dingee .-:td :t. 
..... ••¥ 
Far a tUL11 ~ts :taoat unQortcmO.~y thin 
On bully-bte:f. ·tMt ht:na in t.b.~ tin ... 
Whon wh1elQ"•0 in, it'ts a a&~ ot '*'~nlall:se", 
And when 1t'I!J m.tt, it'~ a !!lr\tt;~:r of sha.l!:xla, 
And life, em 1he whole., .resembl.Slce teklea 
'lo pxma.ture d&-'lnstian. .. 
.Roli\'!Vft', tt wu'~ rnuoh UIJG M or.f• 
Axd so, rro et~'ed there, ~s and I. (1) 

It is Kiplins all right - e.t his lowest • f'or tl:at is iwa.riabq 

.tlat is •ant ~ ~ ·~~ aohool" for mboq haa euocessi\all7 
imitated hi& bas~ tW),.tk. The :ro:feJ;tmCG& to "heathen ~·, 11Drde 

lib "tzuclt" n·U.v.kle't and t'bligbted", tiM# sentimantal tom 

matcllad with a. :f'.alae dtnr.Ll.·;n~:--oat'e attitude an) all in this 

dobae$d t:.r:adit:l.Cill• 

h ld.n1o:f' 1'1~ jiJ1a'l.e which Kipling dashed off on 

inmlneralJle oooasions .t1nd.a lta oounterpa:rt 1n Gouldabury'e 

rail~~et 

Ye wbo dea$enB4 the C.G.R., 
Ye 'ttl.o evolwd the ~n-ode-luxe, 
At¥1 platmed. the dainty dini~lB car, 
And clutrtond statts at gua.rd.a and cook:s -
Talca heed • :tor ye l...e ila4 7Qa' d.t\YI 
we lllUCb prefer Lobi to Bay. 

tio ~·, in the yfml'a in v1elr 
Wtt'll book our CO\ll)Oa to tho ca.~ • 
Nc- lo:a&-ol' irJ. the d.ull :r.:a:.t:•t-oo 
Sit somnolently on tJ• ~-
Oar :t:Oube ah01:&ld be ext=onely t;;t:q 
F.J:om Dei:rll. to !.obi to 131.\Y .. 
liOr ele:pbanta will gallbol by, 
An1 zebra :tlit their :tlosscane taile, 
A:nd v. .c:c:t'ul hiv;~>Ottld 
Wil.t play t bo devil wi'th tho mi.ls, 
ADl t:16fl1Y Ma.tben, in d,ia3tw, 
~ill book fran C.tOD8'0 W tb.IJ Btq. 

------------------------~~~--~~~~------------



tteantime - the tnok is e~, tru. 
ADi dotted lines defina the dream, 
Am that • a about u far a1 you 
Or I oan pzof1t by tb8 IIObtme • 
Pe:r:hapa, 1n time, Bhodoatar.aa mq 
Beach Heawn by IDbito :a..r. (l) 

It 1a, ho118Ver, 1n b1e Nat1 ve aketahee am legema that 

Goul4&b'U1'7 aahievea acme originsJi.t~. A:trican l:1:te was 

strange to himt be obaelWd it oanfully &Di town him:aelt 

in 83JIIP&'tey w1 th it up U> a point - tb.eJ:re wu nruoh 1n IJaV88'eJ 

Mashcmaland whioh hi found repulsive. Al thou~ it eeldom 

OCOUZ'S to Gouldebur,y that the Atriean 18 h1a equal ae a 
hlaan being, he is not without appreciation of 

fhe oonorete rules at a savage race that sovern the 
Simple ~e. 

ln "'1!1e Counoillor" 1iure Gouldabury a4apte4 Kip1insta idea 

o'f •The l'.M", hie portrtd.t of tribal ate is dft1m. with B31UP&'tq 

an4 understanding. Eu'lier he had dosOl"J. bed ''The Chief" a 

l'.Qrd at a land where famiDa lurkecl anicl 
1'he nibbled mealie-oobs that strewed thG grourxl, 

Xi1l(J of a realm 1bc;we f'ell disease, halt-bid, 
l3recl h1deows ahadowa ~ • 

••• 
Hia garb? A blanket drGgging in the ean4 

Hia ki.ngly ~bee, a bard ~ ba.rk :tbr aro-, 
Neoklet of beaci8 for :ro,ya.l tnaignia, and 

A "im 1o belt hie BOWn• 
••• 
Only, it obanoed, eome tri'bea:um s~hinB lq, 

stifim.t their backe Mel tumed to greet their 
k:l.ns, 

With taWD.OllioUS clapping am a f1q 
That made the red J:Ocka 1'1llg • 

••• 
l tUl"2'18d and O&U6ht 'the pride that lit his :race, 

1'he eudden aajeaty that fired hie bra.inf 
Old &D1 forgotten stories of his race 

Glowtd in his •Je• ~~ 
••• (2) 

This blend. ot zrealia with imaginative inaigb.t WBe a distinot 

advance in the field of bl~us ~. 

Goul.4s'bury wrote a zunber Of ballads. In such mrra.tivea 
as "The J.fllravi Tree"' and n!l.'be Sl.qinB o£ Htikana" he is almoot 

the first English versi:t.t.er to aoh1eve 81J:7 111ooeaa in 

clram&tising nati w legmll!a.. Or¥l ar the ID08t st%'1k:lng or tbe 

ball~ ... 1 t is aleo one of the shorten - 1a ''The Bellow ot 

1. GOULt>SBURY, MJll.oesna, idle cSreama .. , Rhaieaip Bhvmf! • 
2. Ibid! "1'he Cbiett•. 
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~~ ~ Bl&Ciktntth"t 

Nclf.m4&1 - pick me tw!Sty goata 
Fat, c4 aleek o:f hide, 

Slip a J'eill ~ their ~ta, 
BiD4 ~Ma a14e by aideJ . 

Whrm the :Nd.•hot aabera slow 
0&2.17 ablll the bellowa blowl 

Tau the 10at• without thiJ kraal, 
B1Dl ~ in the aun, 

Skin tJ.n sat4r, one and aU -
So - the task is doMI 

Iromt lba1l be hot .md bright 
When the moon ia full to-nigb:t. 

Bang the a1d.rls upon a tl.-ee, 
S1d.ns:1n8 io 814 bo, 

Come, now, aet the oa.ptivee ~, 
Look 30Ut there the¥ sol 

Raw d bleeding *>wn the vlei -
su:re, they CMID1'10b l•t the 41V'• 

Bee that touab ol4 ..... ~. 
So~al.aog, 

Bleatin(r aa he ace•• I awear 
•Tis a ~·ttr &OQrt 

Shouldhe 11-v. till wentiu 
H1a will be a :taDOUB hiclel 

cruel, 101.1 oall it~ - wll, and tblll? 
· 1lbat ia that to me? 

Goats wore made to l'&'Qti t ~~~~n, 
AD:l the God.s deone 

EN I llGU1d an aasesai 
Hlu\Y' maey- soata ll•t die. 

AhJ - •tts 8V8n aa I aa:ld -
See, they writhe am falll 

.All amept the 1'8m are clead, 
DraB tha:1 to the kraal -

Goate must live tU1 mstrt, ~u knotf, 
Or the bellows w1ll a:>t 'blow. (l) 

GouldabU17 oou1d not al.w&JII sustain tbe dtreo'ineas and ola.r.l'tJ' 

which he acbiev'ed be1w 1n the f'Jzet lbu.:r atmll88. Sc:Detimoa 

be waa ~rl¥ 8llooeas:tul. on a eo.tter, more lyrioal de aa in 

"A.friaau Slmber SoDft' • 
Sleep, Bab,y mineS b ~aokala lq the 1'1 wr 

An o&l.Ung ao;tt Ml'Oas the dim la&oOn, 
lhere tufted :ro• ot meaUes etam a-quiver 

l1D:ler a ailvR mocm. (2) 

am 1n "The ShadoW' GiZ'l" 11biah Cri:wa adJd.recl. (') Uttrortune.tel.y 

1. op.c1t. "'l'he abwe deaoribea what wu, till woe.ntly, a 
CGIZIIIIIOl1 nattv. ou.et011..-tt Author's note. 

2. G01.JLDS:amtY, op.oit. 

'• "Ie thee arq brace ot Abi.oan melod1ea 1n thia book to be 
OOIIpSI'ed with "!~he Pace of the Ck"' aD1 "'l.'he filadow Girl". 

CRIPPs, Im~im to Fifty Years qt' Rhoc\es1an Ve1"88, p.l,. 



acmt:lment and o-liah£ a-t tbe ~ banlt 

lieJ.oMU • Shad.e em14 tbl abadon, a, 
Silent and slende:r, supple and .arene -

A maiden tram tbe Lm1 Of Ueed-to-l!e. 
A du8k;J, hea~ &'Odde ... that had been 

:Brought back b.r the forgotten hand o£ i'ate• 
Ou.t of the WOrld r4 Sbadon, through the gate 

That fl:olma o.tw:U~;t Jfan am EternitJ• (1) 

It is ea87 to urxiC"at8lld wtq- th1a a~ to the miaaiona'l:'l' 

who :tailed to notice tbat Gouldsbu:.ey- :La adoptirlg a pooe towud 

hie *ehadow Gb'l" far leu sincere than bia a.ttitua.e tortama 

Blmgu, the Black•i th, or Zil'R - the chief' a daughter who 

«<C)l.aSma in az:wtthe:r ballads 

"Yeal l have blood - red blOOd -qpon fll3 harlle"• (2) 

Oouldsbury'a Af:doan wmes achiev'ed a transient popularlt;n 

er:traott bOm ~evion tbl\'ow an aauains lisht \q)On his aob:l.evaaont 
ao it appeawcl to eane Of b1a .o«l~t 

lb. Gouldobu:J.7 baa done for 80\lth Africa 11hat 
LiDi&a\Y' Gar4on d:!d far ~ftlia. He 'ft'ites Wfte 
that will hold. tbe Plain ¥an. (') 

A.13d ~ the sneota;to;r& 
We aw slai to ~~ee that Hr. Cullen Gouldsb'tlr¥ 

1D .. SOngs out ot Ed.le" hu oolleo~ his HhodeaiaD 
~·· He baa a unoant\Y gift~ keen obaervatioo •• 
.- the at1 va JJC*U in the eeotion ":Black Ban •a 
Twiliabt .. 1Qra aae of the naost mt~ of I'Gcent 
oontrilmt1ona to 5ou'U1 A.Moan litcoatl.lre. (4) 

'rlw or1 Uo of the ~tstm I'I'S¥ E'f!! :tour.d h1meelf wn te 

oa:rrl.ed &\fl\Yl 

Jlr. Gouldabu:t7 baa ~ been oom.pn:ed to Mal 
Limaaur Gozdoll &l1l ~ K1Plin8• !t'o wr ihinldng, 
hia muse ia ather tbat or a obastenecl SW1n'bl.u.1le, &live 
to aU 1he beautJ ~ an Ab'ioe earth, striokan with a 
aenee ot tate am the !Duorab~ ta-U¥, but quiol&me4 
alao 'by the 41gn1V oi: tau ancl aoial pride, .. In these 
pagee i1!1 hlaOln-, bmesy and oauatio ae botita tbe 
wanderitlg ~MUG who ho4 taken his toll of men arll 
o1t1•· .AD1 with 1t there is a aetuJe at mwsio, am 
a temerness ot touch, at11 that o'Uriosa tel1o1tae that 
m.a.rka aU genuine poetJ.'7. (5) 

It i.e aoa.rOe~ neceasal7 iD ~ntf the paaeage does at 

least Wicate that the Rhod.eeian ~r enjoyed a tenqx>ra:q 

1. · GOU'LDSm.J'Rr, op.oit. 

2. GOULDS.BURY, "Zaln& and Zh'wa". 

'• Q®tea. in ~ ty ~ta, 1914• 
4· llW!.* 
,. .D!4.t 
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In acme dOB'fJ~l linea ".A:trioan Authors"' Gouldsbury 

enpbaeiiSGCl tbe di:ffioult1ee of oanposition- both ph,yaioal 

and ~iritual - 11h1cil bese't a FrOntier writers 

Pity the man who are f ated 11> eo?ribe 
Unier the glare of the tropical. aun, 

striving for oaah, or sano t'Ug.itive br:lbct, 
Weary ere ~ bas 'begtm • 

••• 
There, tbero are brains to mike upa:rk8 WS.th one'e own­

Here are but monkay•:f'olk, lb&llow ani ~~ 
\fita that one baa one muat~n alone 

'O':nd.er a ~ .q-. 
Shadow aal auDBhine, and. plateau fmd plaln, 

Vacant horizons am eilenoe SUJP~t 
l!ile \lj)On mile of a beatbln cloatai"G 

Fl:'8miu8 tbe eoribbler'a clrean. 

Nefti' a neapaper hot tr<m the presa, 
Freah fX'Cm 1he hU whee the ~~at101l8 U'e twirled., 

Never a m.eaaase to help one to gueaa 
lfhat i8 soing on in the wwl4 • 

••• 
Picture JOut' wr.itew, perspiring, •broke", 

Shirtaleeved, a:u1 sullen, ana. elaok. aa the d6Uoel 
T3."ul¥ ambittoa goea upward like anolat, 

Scatt&re •• and - what ie the use? (l) 

1'hia ie tbe 811tbent1c voioe - bowver ~ uttGred of 1ho 
educated qile. ~eleea it wu by the extmpleteq O!li>OBite 

poiub of view, thrOu8h the inclusion Gf hitJ ''!rhe Paoe Clt the <lit'' 
in ~·• ~ ot South At1-ioan Poa;b:'f el Verse 'that 

Goulda'blu'y oame to be lalo111 to Boutb A:f'J:ioan remere. 

b 1nte1Usant man, 'tiM mm abitioua tor Jcnowledge, 

fiDiing htaulel£ soli tar.Y in the vastness at Atrioa, waa 
:toroe4 88llin am aeain to ftl34 compensation f'or his l.onelineea. 

He :fbuDl it in the rat:l.omlise.tion that life on the veld bl'o~t 

one neamr to Goclt that oitiea were ldJJka of oorrtJ9'tiazu 
I 

~ do we know Of the oit,;•s ecom, the me f1 a 
world &r~t&M1 

Rat- toot haste• and the f~red dawn, and forgotten 
3WS1ie~e? 

in 1he belief that the goe4 life could beat be ltd where 

Tbe worl4 Dl'V' oane, and the world .m~ eo. cd tho 
1101'1.4 1118¥ wbiatle by f 

M tho pace of the ox ia ate~ e.nrl lll.ow, a1d 
li:te ie a lul.laby. (2) 

Th1e is a CDnstant thlme 1n South .Af'rioan veue trcm Pr.ll'(S'le 

onwan\&J an irmnOlJBGly popular theme llhioh readlal ite apotheosis 

1. GOOLDSB'UR!, "Ahican A.utmm.n, l£a! tm. Outpo!f!;a. 
2. ~· "'l'he Pace Qf' the Ox", RWgaian RJ;qll!y. 
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in tu velcl•lfCmlbip o£ Perolval Gibbon. (l) That Gouldsbu'rJ' 

ct.W.d ~zreaa the ed.le'• lo~ ~o~ oivUiatiDn as well as 
olMQ' OibbOn'a in;Junot!c)n (later to become the butt of RD¥ 
Canpbell.te ~ wit) to ''Th:l.'ow the 111.Dtow wJAer, eo:r.m;yu 

is ~tio ol the Engl~ta anbivalent attitude toro:rds 

the t.rmtier. A:rter years o~ toil and tnr$at he felt he had a 

right to balo.ng 8lld Jet, aa:rs.eb.cw, he tid not belo~ 

'lbe boy menti02384 ea:ttller in thilt obapter had a better 
chance of aoquir.lng thi• ttell!le ot "bel.~n to Africa than 

had eithR Orippe or aoulda1Ju.17. 13om in 188.5 in G~atown .. 
the aettl.eJ:' ahrino - Xinssley JairbrU~ could olaim :1n ble 

autobi~J 

J(y' pa:r:enta •re bo3:n in So\t'tlh A.tr.t-, ~4 ., 
'l8%'e my granlpeents. JJY :Caihert • :people were 
partly o~ l:DDJ.()G, a:rx1 zm-t;~ of Orkm7 deacelltt 
my moth••• people wexe leota atx1 Engl.ialh .. ••ltv' 
f"atb.eJ:~ n• a land s~ to the Cepe gowl"Q'Afflt\t, 
and not long after :t wae ben rq uother went wi~ 
him on a. l,Qng waeon tour, taldns • w1 tb. ber. v• 
\Will'e 8ft:¥ t%'Sftll.ing OWl" l"'CUSh J:Oads,. frOn :f'S!lm to 
ta:au, f~ a~- o&- llOJ.'e• (2) 

1he a6ol7 o£ Fairbr.ta..&e•s life (be died at tb& ase of 

~-nme) ia a rema:Ekable om:, evec1 in a eooioty Wb:tw 

opportunities were not 1~ tor those wbc 1IOUld srasp them. 

X1ngslqf a :te.1hw ~t o£t pio.neo:rirlB in MNhonale.ndt for 
f'Ot.tr aontbs tbeze wre 110 letters, then a gnat p1l.e ar.rivedt 

'l'hey •:.re written Cl\ all ldma ot paper -
1>zo0wn am white, aai 80Tl1e on the b&dte of oomenae4 
milk label8. ·Some o£ then wm in tmVelopea bearing 
the beauti:tul sigh~ stlrnp of the Ch&rierad. Ocxnpan;y, 
811.4 eome we)» ill oloth 'lt'rappera1 •ewn w1 th aolOUl'ed. 
tbreacl ... Dadte l~a to me wan- Ulustratod nth 
little pioturea au! oontaine4 all manaar ot 
interen.tn.r thtagar a eorap crt toueh leather Aoa 
an elephant'• eG"t baira :O."Gm a 'butf'alo•s taU, 
little tlakee ot Uub.OI18land aol4J and. he 1iold me 
:f'1na tales ot tbe vel4. (3) 

'~.he ihe 1107 was eleven and bad reaobGcl 'the :am fGl"lll 

:s.n st. A.ndrGw's Oollea-t 

Dll4 wrote au1 told us to co:te to Sto4ea1a, ani 
I ws wry slad.. ~le at G~~ thought 1t 
waa a 1dld. and banAI'OUIJ oouutr7, uritJ.t :tbr &1\Y 
oivilised beirlg. .& oroc of pe~ cane to the 
at&ti<m to ue u off. The tzain ateaoad 0\tt an4 
I wu ~e:U..wcl to .aee the last o:t them. (4) 

l. GimQI, Af!!9.m Ilf!!!• JAM. (190,) contains "Kamani*' w •J=tta 
all&bt bu.t appealing pieoea. llowever it was WRbe Veldt ... 
whioh ~h A:r.li.oan oh:W.nn leame4 1v ~e am. b3 which 
Gibbon ~~. sti.U lalown. 

2. FAIRJ.3RIDGE, The storz: r1f lf¥¥!Aex ~· P•1• 

3• ~: P•S• 
.... !'!!.!!• ,, 7. 

' 
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In 1be reat ot h18 viv14 auto'bio~ p~ 

~ ie depicted through tbe oyea of this moat unu.alal 

boT• He en.tured. bas:Uh1pa, hwleer, warilleu lllld ool4J ba 

knew :tear, lonelineaa, 4iooourapntn'Jtf · he wal.ka4 m.Uea ~ an4 

do111 billa, O'mr lOCka ani tllroU&h ilbiclt aoxub helpitlg bia 

father I$UX'VG7iDs• ~· W9', while the7 \ll'eW wozld.ng, his ~at~ 

sa.i4a 

•SOzu\Y•, he ea.!d, •there ill !ir. Rhaleet. u 

(this 111!14 after 'be Jaaeacm. &.i4) 

1\lt 'tbl!tt d4q' at the Sab1 O»h1r Ill'. Rholoe aeetae4 
.t1"0l18 and quiet, sa be looked out wen: tbe lam• 
'grot spaces wuhod lJith sun• .. 1bat he bad .,n 
f(R: the Dnp~. (1) 

Kblgel.q Fairbr:!.dge ntmtr forgot that brief eD:tOunter. 

Fourteen la&ft later • a.t"teJ:t an a.'lm.ast howio s~e to paea 

the mtranoe e:xzuaination ... he ~ 10 Old'o:rd or1 a llhalea sohoJ.No­

Bbip and, while stm an \mdc'greduate, fOW'lded. the Obil.d 

»4i8m•i<Jn Soat.ev• ~ f:l.rat of bia Fa:U"bri4&'8 :b"Um tJChools .. 

ot wbich he hatl d.rc&l'lled while atUl a bo7 in Rhodesia • ae 

founded at ~an-a, worrte:m Austftl.J.a, in 1912. tia aebea8 

absOJ.'bea hie enezs;lea eo that t1len ._. pruticall.y DO time left 

1n b1a life '£or ot'ber intc-eata. (2) Neftrtbele88 in tbl s1Ui].e 

vol\118 !!14 vem, p other U}:ls~ Fairbridie left somethmg 

withot.tt which, t~ it ll.a al1eJlt, south J\f'rioan 11-M:ratuw 

would be tbe poo~. 

!l'heae ~ are unequal in qual.i 'Q'1 the wom o:t a Vf1q 

young taa'lf on the whole tbaJ' ~atallise the ezperienoea which 

be doaorl.be4, JlU1& later, :ln pro:Je. It is all hare .. the 

pioneer rom "tbich con eo matW livea, ~ plo1ilfldug of the 

vUB1n eoU, the ~:rorcotten W':'k of tho mason on the firat 

atone brldp at au-.1, the ~tcNa a.t.lemo of the Af'rioan 

midm£bt, 1he oap-:CI.xe ancl the local 1esem. •. 
~hie long marches &01'08& OCU%l'tz71 .S.ttilllr ramd fizoes in· 

the wen1nga, the boy cane to know such p«~,ple eo "The ~ o~ 

Imba!zl.1e"c 
Daua the S\&D 1• dea41 
Ht~oto the Pl.- blm1a low, 
The ehadon oc:mt 1!114 so, 
And the mtta fiaht overbeod 
Am abriok 1n the IIOOt-huDg thatctl ••• 

1. .FAIRBRIDGE, 'Ibe .Bte&r o;;.,.,., ;p.lS. 

2. Jn lin.1!J."!!• • • J Ruby Fat.t'br:f.dee desoribea hOW he bu,abaZI), 
lo~ for time w write am how be aoribbled wrao wbon­
fRR pooa:lble .. 



b H&r4a are on 'the lata •• , 
Ha.l I • not alOne .... 
~- t:t. Dead ..-e boo -
~Y aqueU. the llH4J a."¥1 the Dea4 Tl&it for U'l 
They *iSJ~~r t~ tbe ~, their a~ ba.l'lds 

· acratoh 
(l) 

Aa an Uriea.n baa l'emstked, Faiibridge, in vorsEus 8UOh aa · 

theet am in ttl!'he San8-!laker" wu 
w.ritins about t~ he~ 1nt.imate:q, not 
~to~ out &t iihe unk:tlo1m. {2) 

*mle So~rtt' ie w=th <POti.ni in full £or11s eenaitive 
appreciation ot ita .8\lbjeot ,.. well ae £or the aim»U.city am 
oGMreto quality ot ita diction an! .tnu.tlfP&J7& 

Alone in the hot aun, 
On the hot .-md in the OU'4t 
.Alone at 1ihe .t&Q o:f th• kraal.t 
Xn ihtl dust of the danoe•gl'OUtld 
N&o.r tbrt za.iM4 tobaooo ps.toh, -

. !.l'he W«r.lell have ~ to 1lho t19lds, 
!ehe obil.d.:r.-c haw GcmG to Plai', 
Am the blind Ha1cex" c'£ Songs 
Sita hexet alomt all day. 

The dogs eni:.rf'<l him and WMt, 
IJ!he kraal•mt• peer anl f!P• 
So 'Yl)ry etiU ~ sits 
~ long, am moen tc tl()l)n. 
Ria b.at¥1.& slack on the Mndi • 
And he was jut the aeme, 
Thia maker ot tr.1. bal. aongB, 
Peforo the 1hite !bl oam.e. 
liis was the acmg thAt wolat 
The war tl1a'!i ~t their po#WJ 
Th$ ~ lfGnt with f!I0%18' -
came "*'it with sons b:r nipt,. 
so DJai.~¥ yean~ eao, 
lfith plunder en:ey OMJ 
z.av1ns .among the deed, 
Ganel"', his o~ eon.-
AM here, all ~. he eite, 
On the hot eand :1.n the •UD.f 
The childl:ea 'IODler if he sleeps, 
.Anc! the flies th1nk him dea4, 
The dogs amell him 81'4 &OJ -
.nut to tWll ia b&l'e the lOJ:e 
Of the ~inS at the »an•ins S®ga, 
And tbe Ohlnt that leaf'ls to 1fu. 

lt was not on:tr the A:trieau'a pASt (eo fl:oG~~ 

~ioiaed blY ~- writers) which a.~trncted. Fa:irbrid.SO+ 

FAIRim:n>GEt "'1'be S:aotter o:t :r.bain;tett, yeld v;r.j, ~!& oths l&J!!,•• 
. . t1909 edt P•29• 

!miA~t ~~fiB QAAJ&C'her &n §Ruth M!I=!S blJM 

FAilUlRl:roE, "!be ~Uilrt!:a:M 1 Velfl Vex;se, f»lS gpher ,line,-, .P• )4. 



He knn ~e ~r aa1 the fitah-doator,but he was woll 

aoq,uatnted too with ~ Ne."dw La~ Jareau, Umtali" an1 

the difte:mnt tribes wh:> oo~gated the• - ~ Mabardawi, 

the Jla~ tbe ~.. :&a-a Fairbrid.ge aU.pa into 

an idicm whiQb. ~ :rin5 false in a modem South A'fri.~ 

wr1 ter an the aame theme (tJOt even a Red-blanket Pol'ldo ia 

no~ u eJmple u tbe• l"e't1mlinB mintt-lxva) but it 
waa pzoobebq :reh'eabi~ mthentio then1 . 

InkoO&l 
J:Dla)oa, • haYa come back. 
l\1 tm1n w OtJne, am verr;r n1ft the ~·­
I-~onnitd.berg 1e Tfilq full ot weal. thJ 
Wilhlllm and Witlkal drew fiw pcr..mda apiece, 
A.ui ever:~ month thEr;y drew :1 t. lJJ. ilhose mines 
The,y dr.U1 deep holeet d'tllb~ (1) wb.&xe it ia hot. 
Goc4 w:);re the captains, and the :food ..,. good.J 
Next yea;:: w come ap:ir~, if th011 wilt ant. 
Noll le't ua seek MatsbBnsa, end the Solt'th. 
Inkooll (2) 

Alaa £or CriPJY~~ and hi8 £event pra.yea of thankegivtng that 

there were DO llinoa 1n 11aahtmal.and • . 

a.\ hirbrldge at~ in '.ml.od.esia ho ~t perh~s have 

developed to great advantage the typo of bellad (he wrote <mJ.y 

a h.aDilfUl) , which \188 intl~ed, in bo1h eubjoct mel tocbniqU$ 

b3 the Atric:.n 'lo"art!! h0 had h.e&t'd r ecited. Re Sivea an aooount 
of auoh a por.fol'!l&anQeJ 

An4 the tall ;fO\ith, ~jga. pwsent~ 
enteradt a.lJ1 wben ha had obtained penniasion, he 
aottlecl down with h1a banda towarda tho :tire a~ 
reoited a piece of verse to WI• 

ilbe lJC*I told how, th.a.t m~, he and at% 
other melt 1181"8 mum1ng frail l\u'a to Ma:tokot: how 
tllA.v" l.awlched a d~ an the MazoeJ hew the demon 
wm 4welle in the r.tw~ had c~t the dug-ou.t in 
hia a.t'JQ and IAWk itt how ~sa had been 
wsht;)(l agail18t ~n ~ ":ree' how the other 
Six men had drown84. 

It was the beet emm,ple of extenrporaneoue verse 
I haw ~r heard. The man naver hesitated. Ho 
never raw t&l.ae i6ht to a geatUN, but pl1aae4 an4 
spokle, halted. .:1 <Dnttnued, as if he hal been 
leaming the piece :tor ....-.. And yet the whOle 
ocow:orenoe had only ~ plaoe that momingl (3) 

ihe op;portunitiCia tor a white men to hear auch poct1o 

dramatisaticms ware soon bo beOOtlle lea• am le.sa :f%'equent. 

1. "4_uabl!tn" - oor.ruption or uaown below .. 1n the 1!1iJle • 
.Author1 o mte. 

2. P.AIRBRilxtE,"T'be N&tive Labour Bureau, Urntali'"t Veld Linaa ... ,p.64• 
,. .FAIRl!RIDGB, b SboXJ o( •• , • • , p.U;,. 



Bms1d o, there 'ifem few whita men 1bo UlldliHtood the, or wbo 

w:n44 have ~ their a.rt:1st1a vaJ.ua and s1snifioana.. 

Fairbrid.ge clsimed. to bo.va 'baaed hie '*Slaying SOng o£ 

XUsawa At&" upon'"- &Goount whidl he hsa'rd given by a mtiw 

eyeritDeN of the killing t:4 tanuel A:ntcmio Gunia. Guveie. 

waa a CJoclcso hal:t-'breed advoutu.mr lho wu a:rrestocl b.r tbe 
Br!tish South At.r1oa Canpq-•s pol:1ce at uataeaa.•a kl:'aal ani 

wbo met ibe tate described in the :potD. A ~- lines must 
wtt1cc to 8how the poscibilit1e ~ thia l'llJ:'rative :r~a 

I sat by the fig•tme, 
Inkrx>s, in the IJ\ml.!.sht, 
And talkad Of' the crops w1 th rq :tathe, Malct.lllbo • 
.And up to tho :flg-tl.'ee cane sl.owl.7 a. atrangu 
Aut sat at 11011t diata.11M, md clapped., and save gteeUllB, 
AM sa14 "I 1IOl1l4 speak with Jfakumbo Raeh'llllba"• 
A tall mm aM. thin, with a i'aoe full o~ ~ 
.Alxl <Dvel'Ud with pook-marka. Sis ;youth ne still on biJa, 
A. dan.\1 wae he, with his lm1fe ivory-h&Dlled • 
Hia teeth filed to pointe .. with his comb and hie 

waeh•ato<kt 
And owr his loina waa alo+...b. ~te ani •weeping, 
Not goat- ak:ln, like us lilo am aou o-r llatab.~a. (1) 

Vivid., oolloqu!a:J., 1d. th a loose ~ easily aclept.Gd to drtmat1o 
I 

effeots, it 1a a thouaanril pities that English w.ritaro GS a wmle 

l.eamt Dahhi.ng !:rom tbG :Bantu pcete am raocmteura. (2) 

~ Fa.i~brldge emerges ~ bis BU.tobi~ as a 
rare eoJ~b1'1a.t1on ot touf!}.meas em .-ustt.tvit,-, ot t.lUnkBr and 

d.oOZ'.. lie had an open, receptive minclJ be listened mthml.led. 

to the tales of Jobr.&xmea st&pbanua Karit• (a nephew of the 

Voortrelrksr hero) who ventur«\ as early as 1888 into l!bat lat• 

bGoame th• Untall d:latrict ancl llho had. seen .Im-d Chelmsford. 's 
col11JSD in Natal 'be:fbDt it 1188 amUrtl&ted. at lasxilblwamu 

MartiJs•s atories ar the wU izltorested me 
t:wmendoualy ••• Baf:f'alo ... l,iona ... .:lspblnte .. be 
knew all the ·thinge at the veld. He ha.d k1llecl 
than and ofieu bee m•ly ld.llecl by" th•-. Be 
did. not speak abc>ut the wld. animals, wt he s.poke 
~them - aa a man -.peaks at loved and f'anilia.r thin&a• ()) 

1. FAIRBIUDGE, "Slt\Ying Song ot :Kusawa Afa'', £1ftY Y!QrS o., 
Rh,qieBi!tt V~, ed. Snell.ina't P•55• 

2. OrJ.ppa was conaoious C1f the lo to Enslieh South Afrlca1 poetr,. 
Ho talk:a or tb.o tlu:ill he ~atcfld on hoaring amtohea of a 
Jl&tabele 80'Jl$ be looks foZWBZ'd to a time llha1 A:t'rica.na will 
write Engluh poetry md he had "a olocn- vision or the artistr;v • 
ejmple, sensuom, passionate - latent in 'tbe A:trioana .azoouoi UBu 
the tr'l.'.e rananoe o'£ ZiDlbabwe is the lil!)lt that it dl.ods on 
1~ Af'rJ.aona as being pote11tial ariiata ••• " lntroduotion 
ll'irf'tl Y!!£!! g[ ljhoeies1&n Veroe • 

.5• FAIRBR.IME, The Stop of .... , P•51• 



Nor was Fnil'brid8'e'B mcp~ of. African $'1.1mals b7 aey 

::lElAtl8 second htllld. Rc too hunted ar.d kUl.t and was in 

~ ~ beina ldl.lod. There ie nothing 1n b!a aniDsl 

vw.~ea 'l'lhioh quite «Japarea ld.th his proae acoom:rt o-r hia 

c:parlenoea 1d. th If.?B\d and h.i.s appreoia.t1on at tbe entirety 

Of bia ~1oal enviroDntU~I 

A :t.opard. took to fOUcndJlg • at nigbtJ 
eome'bimes I took this e an evil <JDen, ani at others 
~t.a a lesse>n to teach me to be 'brave.. l wculd. hear 
hia quiet :footatQs aamstimea em the p&th babil:d me, 
~t~ee in the long graes beuide me. His 
~®tf'allr;J v.m'G Q light M f'ea.tbera, bm he ooul4 
not hide the ateal:tey 'grind' of the looae atmd, 
nor the pa.r'.;in8 o£ a b'ro1rn arass before hie muaele, 
no:r. (bnt this wa• at g:r:eat intervals) the sudden 
•erich ' at a dr1e4 le&'t that he had. ovorloolr.«l .. 
Tbe.uo almo.ut soundless ~a ware never lost upon 
•• I have no unuaw ~ioal at.tribu.tea but one, 
aa1 that ia the £$culty of being able to dist~sb 
bet~en. the sound& of the val4.. The veld iB W:t7 
quie' at »ight1 the ailenae etr:llws poople of 
miaiOX' lsnie aa terrifio., ~ ~~ of cour~M1 it 
18 l'lCVEtl" quiet for a mcnent= one oan al~ hea:r 
bUd a am llia.rdq . and in&&<:ta tllOV1ngf &lld evon 
at noon, wb.en ammale .are weep mi there is "' 
b.reellet one 4aJl hea11> the unoeuing rustle of gro\li.ng 
or w1 t.bcing pass, the wuping of graaa-acC8 aol 
dead wood 1n the bot aun, the eplintering of ti!Q" 
atcu O't ~. owing to t.m!*qlal. expaneton, am often 
the 1ou4 •poppi~' of Uleasa and other log\11!linous 
s.ct-pcds. At nie;ht the veld is quieter, wt I 
have often lain awake liatenins to t• white ante 
~ near b;y, to little insecta, a.ttractcd. bT 
the 118ht, that squeeze c1d puah 'their Wfq' tare.rde 
the esmp.-t'ire, to nignt•bh"da eating tb$ ripe frllit 
in aome di&tmt fis ... twe. I have often heard, tao, 
the n.r1ou 80\Sr.ld.s moia by pale 11bon they sed 
OJ:' ae& the fire, tM Nlden halt, ~ whit.Jtle of 
Bb1m& tlw l."leedbutlk, the anort ~ ~ti the 
sa'Qloa other aounda, too, and more tdcSnifioant, 
l.1ke tbl eina-le gmnt ar Sl:u1nba the lion, er too 
tri»!e •Huh .. h\\b.-huh' ot lnp1 the loep.c.a'd.. !l'he 
dul.lcat ears can hear tba £~grunts ot SlnJnba, 
am. !nettiJ tm.d ~ .. fbr Ba!le reason or other the:y 
mean 10\1 1;.o b-.r that b\lt other animal• Nl\r 
greatly 011 thoU q\liet.ne•• Yet l have SO~ ~ a 
meal by bearing aouma st which my bo7&, thoU{£11 
th&'¥ wore no no1ay 'boota and had .beon brod :tn the 
veld, bad not ewn eueliiM4• (1) 

There ie :~» "vald-wcrahip" beref the apaces of .A:frioa aro 

neither ._t:.r nor ailent to Fairbridge• he i8 at home 11'1 
tbsm aa Olive sohrd..ner WEUS 1n the Xarroo. Fairbrid&'e 

developed what mi@lt almost be oallecl a peMOmll. :relati.onsbip 

with the 1~ ~ hatmted him. Vlhel1 he took a rine with 



~ a.t nisht;- !ngw1 culd not COillef at otber times be wuld 
pick up a tJtcma a"Xl. tv:l.1l1r.,g to :tM6 l!ia pumUftr1 call cut 

softlJ"a 

•!ne;wit :tn.gw:~.t , ! used to ~' 'come a.lcmg now 
v411lo I 4W ~tor )'0~ l:ngW.I.I• (1) 

Xinpls,y'e famil;y, mt unna:tural~, la'**' at biB tale 
of tho :f'aithM !llgw1 until 'the. pmsenoe o£ a leopam in the 
netgt:\boul'hoocl na dsbeotec.\. In Ule pusage which 4eao:ribaa 

lngri, trapped ill the ben-b.owNI, .Fairbri.dee is movod1 aa 

ClmaillB had ao of'ten bee1atb1' the grace am power~ the beana 
1 ltaitEd Wltil Inew1 wa.a at hie ftneat, 

stretched half aoroas the runJ hia head etX'l'dni~ 
ae;nir!Bt the w:l.re, his teeth burie1 in a mo:f' .. besn, 
o. low fw.'i.out SllM.'l ehokine in hi& tb:r<Je.t. fhc 
! ~d. .An! the~ of Ingir1 atid to the E;tWl'd, 
hamlUUJ as a.~' soft eo a. kitten pl&)'irg in 
the~ (2) 

!1ba lyt'io "Yellow ~a" ~to have b@en written about 

twt •sue e~tmee' 
Blended ey fMizl&' moonlight with tile pus -
~ long bl:cwn g;rasa that bends beneath the clew • 

~·• aubtle, am. ailent' eyes o£ b1"68D 
~t 1'0nJ ill eolemn fieroenesa o•er tbe ·viewl 
~ his living b7 the ahadow'd walks 

Of elMping mana InawJ. the ~opari stalks. (3) 

~ animtJla in Fairbrl.d!$'o veraes C"G realistic, ho knows their 

Ma$hcna llJalos, rut un:leMa:nda t.i:wir habita, he aimiroe am oven 

lovu tbalnt but be had .neither time uor opportu¢ v to become a 

ca.Ntul oraftaazt. The lifrlo• f.l.lM u~ by cllohes1 "utter 
eilenoe", ttoutu dnr..measu , ••-or.tnging :In £ear", "eo:rter than silk". 

An eft>'eotive ~taphor ••ey• of brsas" often losoa itA punch in 
the 1~ that i'ollmm with ita featureleBs npoetio diotiort"• 

()1 the other baM ~bridge was Elf!!Mitive to tho texture of 

wome, while there i s a fresh lyrieim 1n muah of his verse . 
which he ldglrl;, (hetd he (!Dlltittuecl vorsU)ring) have learnt to 
lllOdulate and aontrol. At t~wa he oaptutei unoonao1ouaJ3 an 
apt union o:t sense am mytmu 

Seeking h1a livinlf by the Ehndo•d v.ll.ks ot 
Sleeping mans lllaw1 the Leo})ard stalks. 

'1be OMsura in 1ibs oooond line :falls eactly d.(1Jlt. 

1" FAIRl3?.IDGEr Tho JH;SS7 ot • • t t 

2.. F.t1..:0t1R!!{}E, !J.!.a SifOjSi of • .,. . p.l.48. 

l• Fmm, 11Yellow ~ee11, Veld !e,t!,!u •, p.9. 



In ~~ limltillg of SbU!lha't' Ji'EU.rbl.>idge achievea a ajmllar 

effeot. !t ifl a pity tha;~ the ~1.\C•l'OUS ~tmospho%91 the 

niled ponr ot tlw lion is 1~ su.sta.1mdt 

Iooac-li.:ib'd, he uau.cl»s Bht&ibl~ng ill the 0¢0lf 
Read dom, hide r.ippl.il2g ove:r lazy lld8ltJ 

!L'houghtM .am. tenible he leawea the ;pool .... 
Shlaba the Lien, pasa.ing ~ the Nigll't. (1) 

Shtwba is not the ~ate, imp~nal animal at P".d...'lele•a 
ridiculoua "Liou li'l.lllii''• With ~~ Old Tika a.nl ••.Bongrd" 
(the llltte.r p~s tho 'beri of thoM animal peens) he baa been 

introduoedt by :!J'a.U~br~, into EntJliah verso in A:t'rica. Sb.Qilba 

ar44 hie ootupmions hacl b~ arott.-xl fo:r ~ t.tme, lN:t it ia in 

this hmt:t.".ll of l.ioy:l.&h vel'e~Gs th&t 'the;f J!ll!fl'l 'be aai.i to have made 

an entranee. 

Fairb'ridge published these 1¢os in 1909, eight year• lat• 
another volume of pionaori.na' V\trae eppe&'ftd, the wodt o:f' an 

lldventurou• young man in British Eaet A.Moa. (2) ~ author, 

Brian :B:roolco~ had died :f':t-alt wound.e 1.'e06i VGd at Xanet.a, llhen he 

was 001113anding the rigi:xh ril'lg at tbe itDi :Battalion of the Gol'lon 

Hisb~:rw. Four ~83\'W ~ than Fairbri.dew, l:lrian &ooke 

had been boa~. .t Li~~ eutlf:, A.OOxdeenahire, into a :f'~ 

~ l:r1ah1 Scotch descent. iGak 8J'Miellt prtM'Ilted him entering 

the Se:rvioes eo, when utill a 'bo;.r, he d.etumine4 to bacauo a 
cOlonist .. (3) At the 36G o! aie;h't$lm :arian Brooke elli&'rated to 

A:f'rio& 'llhe.-. he eVGntta.al.q 

~t thl'Qugh e. ~ey llb.1oh constituted him a 
bloodr-brother of th& J.bssi, and gave him oertai.n 
ril#lta Bll:l privil.$&'8& UZLong the tribesnen. (4) 

1. FA.JJ'ta.U:.~E. '1b Hunting o£ Siluaba", V!M4 V:Gr~. •,•.!• 1>•5• 
2. l3ROO:KE1 ~~ Px Bri.§B ~~ . 1917-
,. Brooke aeema t.o have~ himself with unuaual thOS?<mghneu. 

:Be:f'ar'e M rzaFj aiz'becn ho begged to ba taken &\4V iX'Om Cli:tton 
College in o:der ttl attem a aohool ofi'ering cla.anea espeoial.l7 
plamed to p;;epam r.tulao.ts for oolonial. lite.. Eventually he 
went to Qomon'• Oollo&9 in .Abezdeen arxl later to the lln.tvcsi~a 
·~ enta:f Ung a dai~ tweln-milo trudge, ttf.'tf.ll tlm>\8h SDOW 
and blliza:r:d •• he set hitlaelt the taslc o:f' czeating a. body big 
and etxo~ wou5b, to ~ the T.OlJ6h.lif'e or a ooloni.d. 11th 
tb.ia w in view, for the mxt twt) 7eara he ref'uaed to alnp 
~rs ••• £rem a c:ilooe.er etripl1ng o:t m special ~ique be 
devalopecl into sn enamou~~ly -~ ~uth or six t'oet two aul 
a hali' inohee, ablc:J to beat" almOBt art¥ bl.tl."den or to un1ereo 
e.:rr:r kind of exerc:f.Be •• • Ria great joy in ihe holida.ya wu to 
x'OIW tmt COUlltry diaguieed 84 o, vagrant pauper." 
mmxs, Fot•t:»K)m, :P.oGD~r • • • 1 P•l4• 

4• tfJ.LLCOCKS• Fol'e".?ord, .'Poems·.·.v P•l5• 



Tho !fP..ol\.1 l'!e"lllte :r:or Brian BrOoke ltalii '*XOrol180'' • the 

Big ltau1 ... 1. na:to which appua:r~ on thw t i t l e page of hi• 

veraee~ TheN 19 &cmething guileleaG ani "&11 of A piaoott 

about ''X~"J a l!dnplici.ty o£ aim ant an unoom.plieatect 

philo~ Of ille which is ra:tleotecl m hia verae. He 

beesne abBOrbed. 1». hunting, in Dt~ tribal life md 

AtTloan l.ang\.UliJGS bat he remained comoio'\8 o£ the nru t$ 

man's burden•.. ftMt following atary shows bow f~R:q 

"~"believed in the neoeasity of mf.\imiaining preetise& 

<kle evaniJ:lg, when he wa.e visitillg a Hassi oamp, 
thfi head warrior m.ad.e the tollcnd..ng ramarkt -

"You White men ehoot lions e.tW. let.n>ardl!l wJ. th 
your long sun, but wa !Df.tet ·thea on toot with our 
spoara. ~his you cannot do." 

"Give me tn moons, n said the other, •am I 
w:Ul ehow you what a white man OM do." 
•• .a leopaxd ~ been marke4. dt"'W'n in s cave, the 
white man, dreaaocl aa a Maaai" lfi th a long spear, 
entemcl the cava alorMs. Ae the l&Op&rd ohegecl, 
oo mat it with his &lJ<J&r anti killed it. .Dra\'f'1ng 
hie kni:f'e, he ald.nned the bee.at, am ON.Tyine the 
pelt ·to the Jlasai camp, fl'Ullg 1.-t dOtm, telling tbe 
tr.lbea:aen never~ to~ tba.t a white ms 
cannot ~ mat a black 111an. can. (1) 

ThiJJ attitude :psttial.l~f nceou.rd;' 'fQ:r t.he llUClbs: ot 
eentiment&l ball«le which .. ~roneo,. ~..e. a.oo'lt that steak 

eoloni&l tY!)81 the Remitteneo ;~. ( 2) •tTho Dying Pioneer" 

1a nee.rq el~• "old sehcol tie"':~~ inevitAbly in llie del:tri\11 

he remembers his ebildhood& 

Now, l'vo never PX'Sr.YG4 e.L~e the da_ye I 3Si4 
My ~rs b7 my mothor'• :dd$; 
And how smu..'td I l1:nol1'? f.('!!: it1a long aso; 
I waa only ei.sb,t when she d:1ed. 

He freely oontesseJJ to many Ul'lSpeoi:fied. crimes but the maier 

ie t~ given to ~ 'fhat they ware 'V1mial :for the 

pioneer (as befits the 11h1te ID&1l in Africa) haa aibezed. to 1M 

code o:f a sentle:ne.n: 

I have lived in crime, 
:aut not 011oe t o a ~m • 6 ~~ 

(') 

For they al~s knew that old Roy de Veux 
Could bo trueW to ple\Y the game. (4) 

l. '<Y!LLCOCXS, Fo:rt3wozd, Poems, ..... ~, p.l6. 

2. Newbol-t.•e ulte fell llli'lOng Thievea" ie the prototype of~ 
s.imi.JJl..!.' balloos .. 

'• W!JJ;:;CK..'"'K3, F~WQzd, I'gema •• • • •, P•4l• 
4• l3UOO.KE, op.oi t. p .. ,U. 



Ernntuall.y' i;ho pi~tjr di~n 111. thf:.l ~.our of colonial ~ano·tit7 

t'or he b.a.o a<rtiwi "like ~ mm• .. 

Nea3!'ly !Ill :Br.1.an Jit'Ooke':J vorse itJ heavily didactic. 

When he wau oot v.d.tins :oor:llity tales like "The Whine f:L 'b 

:Boozer', he ws arlvising his xe.adera how to treat the Black man. 

He mocks thoM 'lfM talk ot: ''too jo,y~t qt Blaok-Srotbe:lilood" end 

indstet 

The ma-'1. wbo will lie to a ~~ge~ 
Is a low-d.Om:l -.rom and ~ 
lJ'or a hund.x'ed ohips would ye ao:U your lips, 
Or i.~ :tt a dgn of :r.tmld 

···-While '..e :rule b.y our :::wl$a of honour, 
~ile •• rulo "by ou,. st:relgth of will, 
In a th~Cld ~8l'a, ye rJaed have JlO fears, 
They'll :f'ind. th.at ~~ 1X"O ruling IJtill. (l) 

ftJO:m>r..gott wrQt4t d.O{~a'J."el. lt is only the:no:bical]3 that 

this fol'BOtten collection ia at 8l\f intereat. It ahowa how 

entrenciled the irape.ri&liet view 1IU &M how, even u late as 

1917, the same the:oteo crop ·ap r.ePMted~ wlien&~ a man a.Jqwbere 

along Ule expanding txonti~ turned hia thoughts into populu' 

r~. Br1sn :Brooke's fa:vourite subject was the hunterr 

I will teU ye o£ the hunter, i:f ye listen f<n: a whils, 
Foz- tbe1r live~ am worth the telling ;now and thellJ 
'.rQJW is DUth O.biul the ourt&in, wbiob would malca you. 

rai~ & Wle, 
In ihe livas of' all these hard safari men. 
Forbis life is t'ull. o£ oballgH - the1'e ce no two weeka 

the IEl&lne, 

And he'a not so free as J:wnte:re were ot yol"t 
::su.t hie dey"s ~ u~ ttullbered, he mwt trek with 

cll the game, 
Ani ye •u never 1!6& t.lt.e hunter any !lar:e. 
M 1n the tJ:Opical :f'o1'elft1 and out on tba great dl;r 

plain, 
ili~ w.d.er the aeorolrl.ng sun am oi't 1n t:he 

<h'enohing .ram, 
Where he has led his safa:d.e, there h$ will lai\d again, 
Till tbf nwter'$ €()ne for Erlell'1 end the hunted all 

m-a elaine (2) 

It is the nostalgj.o tcma that is OOYJ "the :frontier is paafli.nB 
am it will tN9 11a hOJ:"'es with it. "Ko:rongo" had beelt 

oap·b\'lred 1Q' the :f:nm.t~X'Bilen'a life, tq the ,rqth ot the true 

1,. BROt.~, tt.L&botu"f, op.oit. p .. 69. 
2. lJROOK'F., ''The Jlunter", o:p.oit. P•48• · 



h'U.llWr, ~o o;f tl:o ~ite ..,-no ooorn tl~ more zx~eont aoci&l. 

pb~o.'ll.eM ... tl!C! r,e&l.tll;)., :...l"Catr. huntert 

Thta big 6flll\O fltnot.er Mmeo £rr)r:t ha.no (4l'ld tb.l3 :mmto~ takr'..s 
hi1A out 

With his countlaoo loads o"£ patent food am drinkt 
And the ahootiat in tho Nor.folk, he has .. ~t to tUnk about, 
Which is just aa wll, as p'~ be oouldn•t thinlq · 
Then when ev'rythil1~· ia ~. a1.d .at lrurt they start alf!t\1, 
The Ghootist nighWd d(}tm lrl.tb bolt8 and. knives, 
The.Y have su.ah a kit C10llscte4 that s. tellde:rfoot 110uld fJI'Jti' 
~ey •re aoing out to c&"W £or t\ll t~~eir liveth 
Pot'k buto~.:r, milliona.iN by rl~ts - Sir .Fa'Wick de John 

de Jonea, 
Well m:mcd. with rauaieal bo:!tee, a.m. loeded with gramophones, 
lMtt~ nete il>r lJeetl•a and bugs, md tins for the 

p~oio~ stonoa, 
While 'llXler hie st;P,cl<:s r4 :ri:fl~s t,_..e bl.&Ck man evrert.ta 

m.d groanth 

The ••abootiet" grunbles oo-astantly, will not pu.t up with tho 

alit?hteet i:r~OlTII"C-4'J.Erae$ ~Ki J:..a2 alJ. tis t1W1'4 alLOt for h.1m by 

"X'OrorJ80 if I 

••• 
3\st ~l ie ;rel.l that ends well, n.d. De .ro:ma 1e hceal'l 

ome m.oJ:e 
With bia tx~r.J.$a mu1g ab;,u:t Oll fllttry wall; 
Fran the lion <m tlKt ~ to t.l1s tusk 'bebim tbe doo7: 
Be osn tell 1Q1 cU.:t'!.'•rent. stories ot them &1.1 • 
••• 

His eeorot is a~ ho~~ 
J!'o:o the honou:r or a hunt$1' is a p.."\atn!Ord of its v.m. {1) 

In uA Hlmtet''s mquieut" {wlLi.ch reads ver;.r lllUCh e.s though it 
is b&Ge4 em an actual ind.dcmt) "Korongo" de:sorib6e hem a buutv, 

baviXJg WOWlded an elephant, £eel& bowld to follow hia blood epoor. 

Hia .African eompent~ns 1"1*\lim: 

That fear 111 withtrut hia knowl.tgQ, his oourege. ia almost llln, 

~ hunter is killEd, t:J:oazn:pled uniarfoot by th() .maddened elepbantt 

1bq oa.n h~ the shots he f5. ~ OCJil8 echoing lnund ald l'Ourd 
'l'hey oa.u l'aac- the ehr:Lek ot •ser• th~ ce :feel the 

q)JA'ld '0& growltl, 
!!he eolwil\t aoria ot tlnanl.er, as the 'big feet er1M ani 

~. 
1:'hen •il~oe COttl))lote a11d nw:t"Ul • tho t~U~nce that•a 110me 

than eOUJ:Kl.J 
Now slowly the ni6'8')rG s* h:lm, and silontly dom they bm4 
Over th@ ~eae mangled. ~. tho.t ihich had been my :fr.lom. 
With n.w"G4' a maao:'lt '3 ~ and not a f~all to oa'lcl, 
But na h~ had lovod hies li:f'etae, so had he lovecl his em. (2) 

--------------·~--·----·.------------------------------------1. ~ 
2~ .~'.Hf:>o:;:z, tt~ :run~or'~ Requ.'lrnn",. cp.cit. p.67. 



lt is t!l!G' i:J:Dal il:J;SOriiOl4 t®·' is J:(tV~il:lg. l:iOt cten the 

bl.• •. d;ality o:t: Uiroh & rloalil1. ®iN."aots .t':t'O:U. the value at.' the 

hutiter•e 11f'e .. il'l. tact i·t $VO.U. aontriwtea ~~ towardo ita 

Alll hr .. :l l.Le bttt d~.ed ;w tbr;~: pl"'.i.lae of life, 
FJ.<om tnU':Iphant \\Ot\.-rds ol' l\ huntar•s .knifo. (1) 

'o/.Drm1J(>'1' e V~l'SG rcrrleota t.he oo1lfllct that 11&8 gathering 

mo.mentun in .U'rica., ·the claah 'bat~;een the old V&lucs of e. 

pioneerilllr BOOiety and tho advant of :J .. nd:ustrialisation. He 

watt oonaciOU* orr 'th6 'Vene.titij of matt!rial progress but be d1cl 

not feel they wexe worth the eacn'ifice of ·the huntem 

<h, I realize thtlt we civilize, 
And the work that we do ie J."-"ine, 
l lhaa wQ lciliY tm tJ.~~le :fl:n: ~boa gl$£il1illS re.i.ls 
O:t a pioneering u.r.. 
J3u:t ~oon th0;rtl1 push, till tlw-~'s 110 more lJ!.lSh, 
Ani never & l:luellt.D&'I • ts ab:r-'.!X'..e • 
Ani ~ that i!ag 'e cQuG ·~li!Efro will be the ho:ne 
For a soul tha.t ia m~te like mine? ( 2) 

The eane sentime11t is &~rans<td in "Unie:c the Hiata of the 

Ken1a. soow.u, each io on.a of tlw moat intare&ting at theoe 

rough b&llatts.. l'Jr.:a :na.:rx-atiw oonooJma the life span of a. 

magnifioent bull who uvnntual~· loaes hia wild ~au to hie 

eonJ conscious or deieat t be old bull retreats to the mountains 

and dies ''U'ndEir the mistu of th• lWtia. anow"$ 
Hundreds of yea:rs be hae lain alona, 
AD:l has watc4rxi the l~OO. that he uri to Ovtnl 
Guatdir.og 1 t all from his lo:f't;y throna 
UJ:Jder tho mists of the IQmia. anow. 

ilum the g&'lle hu passed fran the reelm he held, 
\llum th& • te:rl¢i8S l)b,ina Ul9 f.onecd an<:l Wlled, 
When the fcreats are plou,",iled, and the tree• are felled, 
When the oo:t'1"ee aprouts where tho cedars grow, .... 
There tba :Buf'talo :aul.l will still renain 
Sate in the mists of the K+3nia snow .. 
••• (.}) 

11Kor~t'6" 'ES" Cull 'teoo:rxea ~ ~illool of tht:t wild and nw.jootic 

Afrioa which wu retreating 'OO!'Ol."e the fee-li of the pionoora. 

Tba early :t'rol!tier versifiers h&d wery o~rtunity of getting 

to know this .A.frioa, they mllde tentatift, exploratory- a.tta.1pta 

to write a.'bo1.:t her 'bnt it is not until Roy Canpbell that we :tiDl 

a poet eXploitirlg the symbolic valu.e o:t "tb.e animals the hunters 

had i'e~ and. loved. · FairbridSD tteaoribed ~11ongwi. »$ 

1. lW..oolC::, ._.Jnd,u.· 'the miata o£ tho Kenia ~o·•u, op.cit. p.l06. 
2. .BROOl<E, "J!ag&li,, , op.eit. P•77 
3~ EROORE, "Under the !!!Ut'J at the Kenia Snow", op.cit. p.lo6. 



-172-

A hunted eoul put under ban, 
A hunted beaat that has to 1'0Ci1 

i'he -roicele88 image o~ a man 
\lith DBithe:r apeaob nor halle - (1) 

but in C&npbell, llonpi • a philoeopey is the mE4iz tbx'ougb 

\Jhioh tbe poet eatirias tbe anthropomorphic :1d.-. man holcla 

about God.• 

!I!ds is the wiadcm o£ the Ape 
Who yelps ~th tba Hoon -

•Tis God. who made me in H18 ehape 
Ho is a. G1'ea.t Baboon. (2) 

Ealnplea could be mul tipli• trail Campbell •s poetry in which 

tbe snake, the gi:ra:f£e1 tho albatross and tha bull (to gl.ve a 

few GXSDPl a) are ~{pmt~ used to ~boliae aane human 

quality which the po.t wanta to atreaa. Nor is Campbell the 
o~ South .M'rioan poet attracted by the wild and by ita 
poterrUal £or poetic imagery. Plomer wrote& 

That was the Afrioa we know, 
Where, wand«d.ng alone, 

. We aa..w, heraldio in the heat, 
A scorpion on a atone. 

~ Rhodesian vars1£1Gra then modo A real contributiOn, 

however sligbt 1n bulk M1 poor in qual.ity, toZU'ds too 
developnent of oartain ctlaraoteristio featul."Ge in S011th At'.rican 

verse. Tbo;r mxked. two main veins, both potential.ly very rich 

in Or&f 'the ..w.ls ani tMir envh'oment sal the Af'rioan with 

hU rrqaterioua tribal paat. Cripps oeaas to haw been moat 

intenacly awue of the valu. ot the latter, but his derivative 

style am diotion, his ovenrhel.Jains sense of mission, prevented 

him :troua expzeaaing tho allllberillB artistic heritage whidl Zimbabwe 

~bollzea. Suab. things at1ll remain, 1n South African English 

verse, silent and eeoret 1 

••• 
'l'raftllor, the moon ovor Z:imbabwo 
Pzrotfers no echo f'1'Clm the Parthonon 
'1'o soothe ~ subtleat eensibili tya 
Diegrwltlecl, :your safari takes the dust 
Am leave• ws etancUr~g whal-e the ancient road 
Ruml to Sofala, nee l:ika a river of aam 
i'he 1'U1n ot o1 tie a paced. along 1 ts bazlka, 
A tributary l"'ad to a <tUeen•s heart. 

Tonight, tha moon, 
A queen in transit, showers upon Zii'Abab\fe 
Liaht of her brif)btnass, s1lwr of her ash. (4) · 

l. FAIRIJUDGE, *'Bongwe", Vel4 Verae. •., ))• 7 • 

2. CAMPlELL, "The Theology af Bcmgwi, the :Baboon", TP:! Collected. 
Postl of .. , .. , p.17. 

3· P.LO!tER, ~ Scorpion", Collootod .Pocma. p.la. 

4• JACKSON, "Great Zin'ibab'lfe"t A. Bo9!£ of South Af!1ce Y:.er&fl• p.20,. 



CHAPTEI.\ 7• --.... -......... . 

" ••. the forerunner and pioneer of ua oll." 

!OX Can~beU. 

!he Jmatola range, densely wooded on its lc:JWer slopu, 

oonooali:n.g higher up l.iclpid epringa of wter, d~rs the 

lanlscape along 'ibat part of the old Eariern Cape Fl'Ontier 

where anoe the !'affir Ohief' llacOCIIIlO entorta.ined himself a1X1 

hia WU'r.ton on sherry looted f1'0111 tile ba&5088 train of the 

7th Draa'Oon Guards. 

In the ahoop cOUll'tl;y below these blue hills is tho 

village ~Alice, haDe of' tho missionary college ot .Iored~ 
and of the 111-8'tar.red Fort Hare. !1'o man;y South A:frioma 

tb.eae nanea b&ve aafS\I!led wider associations than might be 

apparent to a at~f a~bolising for oane a more pxofound 

humanity than the avorage F.ront1eraman would haw un:lerstood, 

ropresenting for others a J)r&otical attempt to educate the 

Xhosa people "along tbeil' own lines." 

It wa.a 1n this distr.lot, with its patchwork population 

O't white farmers, teacbore, adminietratora and missionaries 

intere.peraed among a. still pradcainantly pastoral :&w.tu 

people, that Franoia Carey Slater waa born. Hia publications -

appear.lng over half a ctllltu:t7 - ab.o1r clearly th&t the pnera.ting 

factor in hia verse waa hie c:hilcibood on the t'&l'm, TbjUo, three 
miles from Alice. (l) 

Slater bus left his om account of ib.e&Q yetmJ in SottlejF& • 

}\e,n.tee - a aingularly dull, iuaipid autobiograpey in which the 

man never oc:moa to ll:fe. Not that Slater's oa.reer waa, in the 

popular aenae, dnmatio (he 881'1l8d hia living in balllc8 £rou.t 1699 

untU he wtiJ:ecl.) but it was not lacking in variety nor in 

oortain worthwhilo exponmces wbiah, if' not unu.aueJ. elaewhom, 

would eoon beaome unique 1n Scn.tth Afrioa. 

1. SLATER, bal876, d.l958• :F.l'an bis first voltJDe at wrae in 
1905, until bia death, Slater• a publiebod works 
inoluied ten book& ot verse, two volunes of oollootecl 
poe:u, & nowl, two volmea at abOZ"t stories am an 
autobio~ - an output which ia, in 1 tsea, BOlllo 
thing of a novelty in the history Qf swth African 
Engliab writirc· . 
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Desoondecl on both aides i'l'ar1 1820 em18ranta to the 

Front1e,the boy :tel~ a natural pride 11'1 tbe :D.Jgliar.man•a 
p101'lGUing aohienaenta. Severe periodic cl%ouSlts am 
cattle diaeasoa wem stUl a constant E!Ou:L'Ce of amdety to 

the local :taming cammmity. Yew of them were wealthy eo 

that FmDo1e helped hie mother in the bouse am worlmd in 

the f1el4a w1 th tbe la.bourer8. L1Jce Killgaley Fa.irbridge, 

Slater had little fo:mn&l acbOol.ing. Olla of his Bietera 

saw bii:J lessons until be was £ourteen .men he •nt to 

LovecleJ.e. However, 

in July 189' when I was within one anth of my 
aevantoenth birtlnay 8lld had been at school f(11/ 
Ollly two years aJXl t l .llMG months, I began to e&l'D 
rq own livitlg, or tbe 'bes._ part o£ it. ( l) 

1'be woll knOwn miab.'Lcmaz'Y', . Dr. Stewart - one ot: whose 

~tera Slater a:rte:r:wa.rda married - enoouraaed tbe boy in 

hia literary inttmlstS aDl at1'0:agq mcounended that he obould 

be ~~mt to Oltfo:rd. Thia was long before the wool boomf 

Francia accepted tha faot that bia father oould mt affoxd to 

support him any longer. However the young man was f ar f1"QD 

being an illiterate »lotllh·boy. 

SbakeopGa:l"G, tilton, l ordnortht Scott, Bums and 

Longfellow - they all made their 1E\f to the t'A'Dnhouae in the 
old paper-baaksd eeriee "Dicka• Sbillirlg Poeta.... It i e easy 

to imagine the excitEment with 1lhioh 'the eisht year old opened. 

the pal:'Oel wbioh h1a father had brought on horaebaok - aU tbe 

Yltf3' freD Grabanetown • .mas easy to sue-a tha" soott would be 

hia first fliVOUl!i t•• In the evenings his parents read 

Shakespeare aloud to each o'tber, while a oousin, holidaying with 

the £a1ly, introduoed them to Wbe Stpt;( of a SQu;th Af'rioan lf!:t!• 
With a panposity und.oratandAble in an elderly man Who had 

cam~ tor eo long aga1net the Philistinoa, Slater claimed 

that, before he waa ten, he had read M:Paradise lDst", by the 

time he wu twl.w be had polished off all the ava.ilablo Waverley 

Novels am by h1e early teens he bad 

l.'Gad. booka aa varied in shape, aiM and print 
as in content. I even read .A4all Smith's flealth 
of Na.e, lent me, probably aa a pmcilioal 3o1m, 
~a ·r... (2) 

It me about tbia t1mo that the boy, paging tlu'ough a.a ant hology, 

1. SLA.T';JR, Sett~e:n' HeritM!, P•97• 
2. Ibid. P• 69. -



cone ac:roas tho "6l& to a Hi8htmsae" and "'J.'o a s:Jqlal:k•. 

~ made sum an impr:essiall upt)n him that, ou his mx:t 

viatt to the Lovalal.o bookshop, ho omerod the mmo or 
ShelltQ'. Ksats mil COler.Wge. 

~s ~rc. pe:rticul&rly of' the lbnantic poo ts is 

all too. ev:id.ent in his am vome, faJ: Slater did not have tbo 

eenius \'ltich minto llhat it bor.t."'mm into now coino Blt, 

tho~ ho xmd :1n the ~. ho uoxirOO. d.urjng the d8\77 

his pores abeorbing the :tine dry .A:fr.ican dust as ho lead the 

team of pl.Gogh:f.ng oxen aoroes the hillodced .fields. Later 
he wan pi'QilOted. fran "vcorlopor" to driwr: 

Th1a wm an ~ job, consisting mstrJly in 
add:tusing individual Olren by naat - S(')Qetilnea with 
UllOODlPlim.enttlry cddenda - am ~ tbG:t on with 
occasU>nal ~ a£ the 1lhip or f'1ick8 an their 
broad badte. au:n l had s;r:om auff'icimtly stxn~, 
I took ovor tbe plouglrnm •s job ••• other 1:0lk I 
l.i.klad. was raaping wmat or for,ago (ost-:WV). Sov&ml 
Ua.tive men ond ~ would reap a broad ~~trip or 
wheat with our el'dn.ing siekles. and two or three 
Native va1:rnx would follolr in our aim gatberi:ng UD 
our noot-soerxta4 s.poilc and binding them into 
sb-.vea. (1) 

~ee men oalls4 h!m. "13oe.s Flsnoio"' - the ~t they 

could get 1lo promuncine" his DEill'IO• !l'ho epithet 11ae logieo.l enougn 
(a diBtinotion of clatrs rather than or raae). It \"188 ~ 

aooh ebat'ol activ.i:ty m.d iutGl.'osta on the lanl tmt Slater 

ac~ his close., .Pmetioal. kmwledva o:t the African peasant: 

\'Jorld.ng al.Ollg' with thea, ae .I d14 :tr<:m 
oarliest hoJhoOd, :forgnd a bond of canraxioship 
bet.'IJIIen lJSJ ~knowledge at ~i:r ~ foxmo4 
an l1ddi'tioml Unk. (2) 

Tb.e bcm1 bet'II8Gn lilite boy and Af):oiean me not molten llbc 

Slater Mmt to scboolt for at l&l!rodala in those daNa thom \'RIB 

.no ~¢tau 

A long~ ~ table .ran dom tbe .m1dd.ls o:t 
the Z'OOm. At this emt a. mJnbor of bo)-e and cen 
both Da:dt o.m \lhite. !bbind this table. on both 
8i4eo of the 1'00Cl, 1liBoJV' short t'oxms nth desks 
attaohcd tboreto were ar.ra.ngod.. I sat at one o~ 
'these, between a Natiw man (who bocane a 80Qifriand 
ot' la1ne} and a~ boy, mo 1IOS al.oo Q. f'riom ... 
1!afV at the Native men I QGt in clasn, in the 
Dobatin.J Society ani on the PlsiY l g fields• bnd b.Y 
the.ir na.tuml goal J:UJm81'S and m<Xlest;y lDi ray eateo:t. 

1. ~ op.c1t. p.56. 
2. stA.tm., Settlers' Heritye, P.·56-
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sane Of ~ were 1m'b1led with a eenae o~ hi8h 
•J.':I..ola:aeea, wbioh was whol.q ~~ the7 

re beAt on lea:rning all they ooul4 wbilot at 
aohool in ordo:r to beoane teadiers, preo.Qbom 
am up-JJ.t'tera ol 't;be1r people. &Do ot tba 
have succoed.ed nobly in their air:ult r:1q- hav& 
followed, and more a.1.'V :rol.l.oPi.ng. And eo the 
soocl .,.,.k of enlighte.mont ~s on, and so w1l1 
it oomilsuo •• inovitu~ aa ~ follon night. • 
'L.i.tJh't more 1~•, ia the ~ the Jjght a£ 
learnfllg and prQgrOU for the Dark m&nf the 
light of wiedon ani toleratiarl f'Or thooe mu.te 
zaen 11ho1 glol'ying only in their wb:.lto akins 
and tbe deede fd their ancestors. are wil.f\ll.q ( ) 
blind to the forward ms:rehea ot the h'tlnan epi:t1 t. 1 

'l'h8 UDlentanAins, tba reoagn:iticm at a oanmon bwu.wity, 

bred at t.heae ead.y yesra iD f'ield ml ~ is tbe most 

~ and. :lndividUBl olanent 1n Slater•o wmt-k. His first 

volUDe of wrae iocrtpa.jb! tbro• ;tbe V!M- (2) ia a hotchpotch 

of hi• read1n& watered down by an ovenq moralizil'l8', didactic 

tone. Ita ollly mality lies in the paooages 'tllbich 1'ef1 ot 

the a1naer1 v am. ~llhneaa o£ that oatil/ ocnto.ct bet en fa:anera' 
acne a£ a tit:f'erent cal.()t-A'. Bars, in -tbto JOUthful. wark, &1:"0 

the thane•, tbo ver:r ~cs which will appear much lator 1n a 
revised fom u ~ Folk and otbe,r poea. ('} 

Sl&tor's mJ.DQlOUa ~tatione in bia eop)" of Veld Verso ... 

olearq indioate 1lhst bappenGd to those youthful ~co. 

"ReoatJt in l)tU'k Folku i tbe moat :t'Dquent CCUillCJlt, nor is this 

GV14ence DOCOaeary, ~or Slate• a publioat1one, wad in cbrolX>lOB­

ioal Ol.'der, ahow olearq that tho 88:10 themes haunted him 

t~ bi8 lire, lead.ing him to ~se oontinualq, cor.densing• 
outti~ am ewntual.ly introduoin« a leN tlaooid diction, a 1..'01"8 

~ropriate !msguq. 

At tirst it waa a imple matter Of prunt.ng th• mQm obrioully 

tautoloBioal. aa lllbcn the early linea 

h sun•a f1a1l t.hmabea tbe rnair.o :f1olda, 
The hoat-dla.U fliclmr.S and StiDgsl 
Sonsleu &Ad still in the "branobea 
The b!rda droop listlaas 1linae• (4) 

are later red.uoed to the tauter, maro effo~iw 

The sun t a flail tl:lrGshoa tl» ttaiae-d~o, 
Heat~ t'lioke:ra md atl.npf 
5-ongl.eu in the 'bi:WlcheJJ 
13.1rd8 d:oop li3tloas w:t.ngaa 

1. Siu\11ER, ''§S!Js'a' Heritpe, P•9l• 
a. SLA.TEJt, ID¥bptP! thro' the veld. 1905. 

3• SLATER, Darls Folk and other J!2!!•• 19,5• 
4• SUTER, .. In a llaiH Fiolcl", &tpetha thro• the Vel4•!..:J>•;,. 
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ttln a Mat• F.ta1.4" ( thB cxri&±nal o.f ttaoeiJlg Qbanttt in ~ later 
eeiu) 1\l'f'fezed. aa .U ~a fa1ae eent~ty <tuite out 
o£ kMptng with the eubjeat. Insteal of 1ihG stanza 1n llbich 

the .u!r.l.oan -..an OGaSplaiDa ~her ba.1'd ~ ar.d lonea ~ar the 

"CounU7 ot ~.lD.est" ueoribecl b.Y the mieaiona:ey', Slater 

I!Nbstituted. the ailQle• 

!Un, A!!!,. ~~· my little aon, 
You'U soon a ran a£ t:d.gbt, 
AD1 ~ a atrap:ping 4aaael 
!o build the fire at~. 
~beer, b-.r .I!IOllAJ, hco coal.itt$ -
:BI1t if' she • • • lazy ~. 
JUBt give bar .._ outa with JOUr km'rie 
AD1 t1a1 abe •u do - doo ... dool 

(1) 

AI Slater lea1.-nt the value of eoona:cy- am real.illll, ao be 

a-. :to aee that ~ h1a veraea with Xhoaa worcta &Dl 

~~ (neceaaitating m&'1"6iD&l eG~D~~lzta) tid not make them 

Sottth A:rcl.can poems. In near~ all hia rcvieecl ly.rica be 

zoota.ined 'the :fo1'81p WQ'fd Cll1q 11b.e:re it was untranalatable oz­
wbero ita mulio a4dad to ~ atmot)hen of the linea without 

c\UtmctUg frclll the •azxlng• For iDatan&le in "Xosa Har4boy1a 

c::b.uR" (a ftdcod wraion of • •Zani 'lb!lol") the distinctive 

oaU "CaDet oattle- ~!l!e!l" ia riehtly retained, btlt 

qu4u (ai1ok with lwob) baa be8n rejected in tavour of tbo mo• 
m: less t'fllili~ MmrrJ.•"• (2) 

Slater colleeifed tba 8\ of b:1a lyrice dealing 1'11th African 

peaaant U£o, tNbll~ thsl, oa:lpnaaed .m. revised, in 

P!!Js !bli£ & !W¥!l R9!M• (3) It 1a m illdication of the ori81Jlaliv 
ot 1ibf.d.l' ~Nbject matter tha.t be £eared that the lyrioa mi&bt be 

miataka:l:l 'Lfll! tl'6ll8lationa Ol:' adaptiona at Xboaa aonga. Slate1-

atressecl that this ._.not soa that he had never heard 1Mr3' Xhosa 

poetry (the geJUWJ ot the people, in hia opinion, ex;praaaing 

it.U inttead in orator;y) am. that bia veraes were zro~ ~pta 
to dm::lathe 

· ·certain eatOticma, ex}M!riencea and aspira:tiona ot 
t.l:le :more prillt tift em unadu.oated eeotion O'L the 
Xoau - a aimple &ll4 k1ncU.y paetoral people, (A) 
1dlO low thoir hQmca, lands am cattle. 

1. SLATERt ~ Ohant", ~lt zollt ..... , p.26.0:!J:A- aleep) 
. · AUthor'• .1\0'te. 

2. SUTER, "Xoa& Hel'\'lboy"'a C'halrt"t Dark Folk ..... , p.13. 
3· The clWlge in SJ.ater•e atyle ia ~ mwtl«t"e eloe so ma.rkD4 

ea 1a the difterence betwMn "In a Oanpowllltt (whiah appeared in 
h1a :f'irst wluno) alXl the samG lyric wbidl he l'G•O&Bt U 
'tThe cap~ti:vo" in »cit ~ ~ll.•.• 

4• op.oitt PJ:efaoo, p.vti. 



In. th&-. JU888" Slater reoalled anoe !IJGW (it uesna that 

he Mld.<n· th'ed of doing •> the unforgettable d&j1a men he 

bad h1.mted bh"da on tho ~ld w1 tn the berdboyr.t, plaued. :tn the 

atftii!Je, or sat ~ their ~ :fil:tea ahmting their 

J!!!.Y'l1R! (boil-. •aliee ~ with <*labNb milk)~ 

A.pa:mi tt"Cn the in:f'l.Ufl':l\Ce whioh he exertH in Soui:h Africa 

8IJ an antholosiat • his ir¥1afatigabl.e eftorta to pel'lN84e his 

~n to 31ead wrae -- Sla.te;t's onl¥ ~ achiOYfJm.Otlt ia 
in these ~ songth ~ thanes, t:lm umerstand!ng and. 

s;r.npathr ~ his om, but their. :f'inal tom Oll'lOd. & 4ebt to 
the ~t, the vitali:;tng etf'oot of' a. 30ungor m.a.rJ.'a V8t't!e• 

In 1926 Sl&.ter had d~Gi to ltD:/ ~"'&,Pbill the linea 

bC~3 

soar egaS.n, ~rot.mg eagle, uoc ~ • 
l'Aaft oal"1"1on to vultuwcl eoax' above 
The blam ng pxoeeipioea Of the sua, 
b hudtUed glaoie• o£ tho amtc moo:nt 
soa:r, soar ani aoa.tter rith uoeming wt:ng 
'file md:tling hailatonea of the fio:z:ooe, white stars. (1) 

This 1• a w:ey 41ficent ~ ~ web. o£ his early verac1 

there i a a. MU.'GX' contxol of the line, a lCIIJe ~l.ce ~. 

an al:I;0£9ther more eolou~, ntror.gcr imp$01;., The ~ 
~ w been JllbliC!bed. (a) . 

It 1a ret ea&7 to aee whare the pea tar ciebt lq, nor ia 
there !.'!'.lwm value in a.ttes:llpting to ap,porlion it with too groat 

& nioot7, fQr &uoh thi1lga OM &aldan be~. Cstttpbell 

gonG1'0U81y prool.a.1J:!.et h1a g:c'atitule to th() olAAtr man, for biG 

4ireot help &tid en~t u weU Rll fbr 'th• ilul>ir&tion ot 
bia '9'8%'ae• (3) sia.tor•a frequent ~&tiona ahOY tbn.t ho hal 

oosun to rely: loaa and. lean upon the Bomantioa fran whotn. his 

work had chiefi7 derived. Not that he GV'rlr loZJt hie reTOrence 

fOr th• - be l'lCIV'fm wculd acoept "1lodem" poetry - but that be 

oaras to 1'e8lisse (helped b,1 Capboll•a ~ple) that the 'tblme• 

ot hia TG'88 needed a fi'eaher, boldell' im~ whiCh misht be 

deri~ fln:ll the M'rica.n sconch ~ ona.tive ;process bad. 

begun in Slater before it wae acoolerated by biB ret.lding of 

OtQJbell 's poEJZM.. Ooriild.rtly the you.nger man•a pJ!f)Dooupation 
with iraa(ps dra1m ~ the sun is foreabadowd ~ Sleter•a verae. 

1. SLA.TER, *'Soar again, young Eagle•, WJt! Coll!c~ ?P!J! 01u•;st•26l. 

2. C.AliPJEI.t. :E4ft FlfBiM !£!?:;t;e;i;B. l9e4• 

'• C.MU>l£L.t1 ~e.ae, 1i.w Q9l.J:ggi!! l?o!¥f! sa{ aw;e~! 29F!x §+!t!£, 
1957· 



!l!lG sun 3$ a. ~bol at yower :La e ~ t o in 

Slattt'c wr.t:t.h1g1 trm tlw early .. mm•s flail• imae-e and 

the :rep titive 

SUn-rap roll em tha ~ xmad~s, 
SUn-beau b&tbe in tbe :pebble-su.oldng r!U, 
Bun-ape&1:'8 wound tbl ahadcwa in tbt wood.lan.da, (l) 
Sun-11a1'88 :ipple on V8ll.e;y' and hilla 

to the ttmosan·'ie IIW1"1 the ftbish•p,r.loot eun'' Cf£ hitJ JA3t poca. (2
) 

bro axe ~ov things Ulel'$ oba:Lute:rietio of South Af'r!aan 
pootey 1n Eal(fliah than ta. pcrelatenoe ot 1iho am ~. b 

sun aascrtn ita pot;U"S OV"1J: lAutd, boast std. ll&nJ 1 t 1e allrup 

to be~ with- tho doetroyer a& .U ae tho br1neer o~ 
11fe1 pit11ees GJ'ld powertul, luatful and. ertlel - a deity to be 

bcmPurecl am. pJ:Op1tiate4. 

In Slater• o :cyr1oa thea sun is · aometaeu a ~~ 

Now tho ~ bloo4-ew am ~m.. (5) 
.t:Ue a battle~ J'A1rk 

oaaotimea a m~ating ~~ 
The wn goes do1lll 1d. th goldMl. 'banners t1y.t»g 
••• 
Be oo.t~ea on his ceaaaloo war with ni&bt• (4) 

In b Jf:!:'9'!S w are cwm.eoioua ot 
Tlle basillak e;ye ot .the a.tn-804, 

in ~ard." it ie *'tho rtd bull-81ml" Wbilo in~~ oooura 

tho ·~ c.mpbel l:ta.n .f.mapt 

~ rea tuailJate ~ attw auu 
Baked tbo 4mb k:D,pp:i.oa like a million 8\WI• 

The ~ ani the older JUD. learnt ~ each other to the 

elmiobm.ont ot SCR&tb. Atrioan ~%"¥• 

.A.a ftU as ~ with an im88U'I' deri.vec1 more and 

eore £rem the reality o£ the life bo know1 Slater tried to dr• 

attention to the gnmi~, ~~ .. and pot10r obal'ao~otio 

of tho cont~ o.t A'f'r:loar 

1. 

2. ,. 
4• 

Motionleau wavoe, u I ltoh )'WIIJ7 th0\181bta am bolmo 
to those biUowa -

~ and. watti~ ~· - waabing the ehOWtl ~ 
thewo,.-lda 

Sea8 that ~renol3' ~. or bollow in bo1ateroua 
az:lgOr, 

\Jild tCJ.te ct)t~ ~t ~httncl.er gllttEtd.ng hoota on 
the 'bo&Qhj 

SL&ft:R, 

SLA.TEl1t 
SL.Al'ER, 

SU!rER, 



••• 
SGao "bat bu:tt.ted Diq, Y!ho first of e.dvonturoua 

~ 

51-SbW JOW: mi~ ~rs, o ctately t~ 
ot sto:r:ml 

••• • 

sua Whete ~oU8 mcwston1 grut•bal11ed,gluttocl 
1'li tb cars'Ot 

:E\u!'mw throu&h taupeet ana. :f'oala, eecld;ng some l.uMm. 
afar$ .... 

Sw:S:ttly f:J."cxn tht> I tl.um. w ~ ourges that •M8P to 
the aley'·lim .. 

Magical OQ3CU ot ail1110S1 aute M1 ma.ieatio xan-oo& (1) 

'1'hia 1a ~ mnt, bcl2ibat;1; <:tml ts 1ilhiab a..Pbell m bill turn 

Yll\G b;r no meaM to avoid). . Howevc, it -.w also an b=en 
endoawur w ez:~ what he..,, what he knu. b f:e;m••,•, 
~ p.Wlid:u;d in 1be aarllO yc&r ae 1'ho ~ ~ b\3 it 

clooa not~ ~ittcm with tbt latter. 

SlAter• 8 JO$tio talent 1I'Qo!) V0'1:T limitacl. He llll'JVOr lea.mt 
suf'fioiozttly well the values ot u1soiplf.D8 &Dl :t'Ozstx-aint, h1a 
OAr was often .l..aold.l1g in GenaitlvitJ axd wbG:n he :tound an 1tlQ6e 

which appealed tG h:1m he tenle4 to :req U}X>ll11i far too attcn. 
In II,Pit'l of' tbtee faultas th.-. lllt"e timee whon Slater achievoi an 
o:f'J."eot (Xf ~cal pc.ttdum..l.aty WJi rJ.obneu: 

Th& red bull-sun is blazing on the mcuntains; 
He l!trotehee hia bv.rni.ng bulk upon the Z'OCk.-

horned mountains; 
Re atli!lpa and snort • Gld t'.rcm hi.a fl.alnin« rJOstrils 
Red-beU.ied mieta it&Oo.pe arxi riae. 
The red bull-sun is drinking at tbo £ountu1ne, 
Fiel'Oel.y he nuzzleo tbe wbite-fl.tmked. fou.ntainst 
Tlw aloeping f'cr~ntaim wake, am fl;yins, fl&mo 

8l1d. &liver, 
Dauled by his bla.ains eyes. 
rtaka1 thou ~ one, dark ~m m.aidont 
Dazzle the sun•a 698&, my heifer, sllinel 
Shine in my eyea, ao in 'lilY soul thou ollimet, 
Wake, wal&e, wake, 'ronleka. tlinet (2) 

The diction and imtlge:ry, thouah not the lil.ytb::o of »vukat" 
is wr,r similar to some of Gampboll' s ... a.rly veJ"set thio ID8V' be 

beoauso both writers bad CClmft l.ux\or the influeme of Sbelley. (3) 

1. SI..A.TER, !J.be Karroo.... p.2S. 

2. S.lAT.f!'B, "" •VukaJ • •, pa:z11t .~ ... ~.,p.6, Thia ia 1ba as the 
J.yrio publiabecl iu ~e qogeetecl ~ema... except that the 
Z*le ''Tatiieka" vae substituted later. The origtnal line 
1'86de ~wake, waka, wake, oh, maiden mim•" 

,. ~be di~c"C in.flwmoe ot ~lq•s poetry upon tbe diot10n mel 
rh~ o~ slater' 1 verae is o0ll81d•rable but tbe fA\bj eot ia · 
outd.de the scope o.f th:18 ~.apter.. Slater•s interest in Shelley 
was lite-long. In Novanbsr,lS-40 he wrote an artiole in 1'bo 0g 
T1mu, "ShelJ.tv, Greece and. Liberty'• in lbiob he hol*l that ~ 
young South Url.08r.18 \Ould Hf'1m dolight and inSl):lmtion in the 
~ or ~J.ey•o poet~ ..... 



fhero is Sb$1~~"'1 ~~t,y al..~tt the v.i.Jual el.a1$.U~ ir.l uV!lbl.", 

ti::o de;.sul;'iptiulla a.te not pz-eci~t t:...o effoot ia Aahiem mt oo 

t:nAah by illJ.ivldual b6a\4lli\l8 u by iho m.outlting ~~ of tl.c 

l.i.ru!ia, uy the Me ar b:d.iP'iineee (!lfr!zl!f, bl~"• f'lane) am of 

eo;rtb;r vita.lit:r which intel."PlnetmteG l and a:x1. w:>.tor o::ld girl. 

Just as Slater bad knO•l since cb.il.4hcx.Jd tho doo.tZ"UOtiw 

po.,r of tno fW'1 so he nad experle~ iho feaz' o:t Dl'Ought .. 

a f'~ Cll!ll:!® to all &Nth Afioica. The .. bole we~ 1"~ st 
haDl f Sl«tur used. them to po.r-'ti1.~ the theae o:t man' e fear or 
::tan. T.be hate of ·i:he •w1, e. hntred .aaaet:i.rluw ~ Uj.OU tbo 

laM.; the hatred Of :!'tlOe £or rua, a hat~ bom of :f~U" in a 

aociety 0£ conflict ... this Ba tho theme cr. tho voltiiiEf -ei<h be 

publit3hed in 1929 Utller the pen l18ml of Jan von Avond• (l) 

Slater oall<..'\\ ~,yaht a South .i\:tnoan Parable in the ~ 

ot a poetto fQ!Dphony, ~far 1ts ma.tn tbame&t t~it -

~ hate t:fZ tha ~!rUn" and '*Hate, whioh ia a. droveht o:! the opirit"1 

t'lith ~ tbaces intel'WOVen. l'riti.ng about tho poaala.tor be 

added that :L t h£ll been an appeal fttt lZOl!'e vieion am co::::mc.neense 
in politica, as -.11 Aa £or core U1'80nt ~tontion to tbe pzt''blG'll 
ot aoil erasion ltd .. dl hat eas~ed the prorortion c4 a ne.tional 

calwity. The ev.Ua tilioh 1mped,ed South Ai'r!oan progl.'eSD would 

only be solved, Slater cled.Jned, "b,y oU.m1mtine rsoW hate ;t.v. 

south~. (2) 

~ Smut# wrote to the -.db~• 

l: as im.l~ ~ed ;yes.rs ago i1.f your 
.Bffi'l$t• lt seemed to me a 110n18ri'ul paydloloBioal 
et\11;\y, in a&liUon to its hi~ quality ao pooi;ry., 
You have deep insight into tbe torooa 1tlioh a1:."' 
mcrri.rlg below 'the ~ iD 1ihi& oountry. Dlt just 
becawae :r~ soe below tm iJU'tuoe people do ~t care, 
u the¥ axe more attracted. to lilat ..,ears §ber! tho 
B'U'rtacGt at¥1 capee~ what ~=• obvious p:roJMI6""'n.• 
I think thom is fJOme a.tcz.oet aa.tisf.,tion in knol'd.ng 
that ~t $"C ~ at a Cler>por lq,rel than O"them. 
lJ.be.1; ie ~ nwan\ at tbe t.i:le tbat it appoa:re 
.a a puu.tlirJerrt tor 110t lcee;pi'z:lg to the hcd. !'b1a 
~ ia i"oxt~te 1hllt it haQ quite a :tU:ibe;r of 
men ani "Gatlan who live at that d.Mper ep1r.ltual level (.') 
an1. ~ 1.\1"0 1n tol»h with~ ~int!:B-

~··· WM (~ f'mn cacp·oou•e 'WOZS} tbo moat 

1. :Becaau~e bo ~earad. J:Oprieals :tzom thom who diGlikod. hie viowe. 
lh'aloh!t a south kel:iegp pa.re;tJle, 1929· 

2. SW.'KR, ~f"'6Ce (ir• 14lich ho a.oknowledged the authorabip o~ 
~!IIP,t" •• } Dtlrlc ]\)Pj •••• 

3• 5.'roTS, to Slater, ~1&, 29.12.,a. Oory Li~.H~S.728~). 



et~biid.ou:.; in tbco ant tltl;'Uotura trhieh had 1'ri appa'\l."'ld in the 

country. CUpbell '1M ao stwek 'cy' its ocmJtU:tt..~W orig:1nali't7 

in ihe litei:ttr-J dea:U't tbut be '\'T.t~iie to ~ aut~~ 
J:y t:trst impression o~ ~ 1lS$ that it 

wa.o the mrk of a ~\Dt6 man,--.ampq because it i 
frank• ou.tapaun • b:J.eh .. sph'i ted. It ~ r.o 
d.iUC'0!1C41 'to rq ae8thotic :rupotlft to the poe:1 
to ki1olf' 1hat it is thB work ot m old a- man. It 

, only &nl:la.ncs• m:r :::o.t"al.Da.poct far the author, t.\8 1t 
is a 1"&1.'0 ~ far any man to ~-l."VV .biB inteerity 
till m1d.d.J.e..ap in a ocunt.ley l1k:e South Ab:ioa Whem (l) 
ao muoh deP'rdU r.m utnto.neaa au.\ dupU<li t1• 

Tbia "in:teerit¥11 Of wb.ich caapbell epo&e arose £fca SlAter•• 
preservation~ hie :faith in wm, hia hope in 'b poaaioU1ty Ott 

und.eratan1!~ 4.'14 co-np()mtion B:lODJ the di££orozm mo&a in hi& 

bcnolnnt.. ~a fi'omior \'~bam fear iu oooatan"tq ex;ploited., 

Sl.atC' had clung atubboml7 to hie eCI.l.~l¥ ideals; 

CcmG, let UB citl8 ot Dfol~, 
~t - tlw 11.ato o:r the fNDJ 
come, lut us es.ng of Hate, 
1biQ1 ia A drouaht ot the Sliirits 
Fo~ thooe blind aer.fa C4 death 
ltq ~G 'thi8 IeDl of HoPQ• 
st~line ita ~ o:t aotion, 
1U.i8b.t:i.n« ita 1'r.LIJtM bwlat 
Hara.l.dirl8 ct:or-le t.o::'i_'X)r 
Am doaol~ (2) 

It is tho oll\ tlm:le c-t Conflict, the ~or, all ;pe~ 

1.$Jme whic:tl nme ~out south African Vel'tlOt freD Prin&J,e *8 

laent ov.~ Htbe l1a.1ro.h :t:etto:r:s at ColOttJ.• sn4 C\aie" 1o Roy Xloo~•e 

f'#:'3't 
Divia.tou 1n.o£13atel 4n ~py mlel 
14¥ COU1l'try baa s;lwn • dint :f'Or a .ooJ.. (3) 

Slt&.ter divid.e4 hie :poem into :fWr part., the pitileea 

dcmurtation ~t by ~ on 1be lan.dJ ita d.i1"8' offeot mL 

the livea of the peoplot tbt a~m1larJ.7 eorzoa1ve Cf1&11V o:r 

hatftd w, fit&l.ly, tho advent o:t rt'd.n Wh.idt break& the plxyaical 

4zogght aut brings with 1t the q.ueatton o£ lihother love will c~ 

to CJ4 the dw\\!ht o~ hate. 

~ f:lret lJ',l"iO ill~ es thtt ~greas which Slater 

maldng tCJPlmZ'do a naw vm1ntmt ~oryt 

1. Quotea. by Sl.ete:r- 1&'1 §!tll!g• t£!rit;!a, P•256• (n.d.) 

a. ~ Prelude• Di"9lv!t ... P· 7· 

'• CI..DUTS, ff,Rt)y lO.oot", A, lloo7S o:t: SoJ!itR: ME!~ DJi!t., p.l9(). 



~ aQ' i..:~ ~ olua, OC\i.M ~'Pii:nt, 
~ t".n"'nS to the ~ one blaE:ine ~· 
stricken b3 t~ .ball .• ton-14 glee 
The grua curlas ~ &J4 lli:thera • 
Ourlalf M a. eoner,lola ourls 
At the touch ot a cal"'leaa footJ (1) 

T12U 1e f'teah, g\Jl.'maN> to tho s&tb~ect, ovooe.tivo, but Slater 

oould 3l0t matain auDh ·~ d.eaoa:ipt101ll• Collfltmt,Qo ho 

1apJJGs into t.lle Jt:rfile oliol:loa 1faioh defQQG hil:l oorl:J..or verae, 

ao that tha e:t'faotivo oonoai:'G o: i21a •teunto baaU:i.sk eyett is 

toll.owe4 17¥ the pwrilea 

Golden ~ch08 of awlSOt, 
Ani mQlde.cos ~.& rith !Jtftr&J (2) 

ono of his m'.lat ~14 $¥1 t%$«pnt]3' ~ t8Y011ritea. 

Sl.ater had ~ in tho ~'ld.G" to the poon that 

tbf.) subject 1'tA5 not Lmited to 

.... fopl)i& 611lb~oa 
A.-111 ~.lf!fltO ot ~' 
With ~.!l'lillely .... f~'lioMd at'~ 
And ool0Ut'tu1 e.pitbetau (3) 

but hiu at'te:llpt to auggast tba u.\Uitero, te=ible monoto~ at 

his t.bene by what ho called a "aimp.le 1'80itativen, is e.U too 

often d.afoated b;y e:n ow.t"-ttOnSOiOl\8 art1f1oe. A.t timea hi• 

aff'orta aeml:y roeW. t 1:n a list o£ inooxwzuoua obj$C'ts mich 

fail to ®aleace ld.th hie subject, aa \1tlen tlt sun's hf)&t i 

detJorl.bed in tems oft 

Sbr1ll OOI."n&t8 80Necb 
Ih'OMl ~ blare, 
~-~ ble.o am b:l.ar4 
Die¢01.11W jGaZ-tuJwot 
SOUl-xuking and :bideoua, • 
~~illabl~~ 
O£ bl&~~a, w~ nnd tla:ro;. 
Mld 1ntol~:re.ble 1'e l'.l$um 
or IIOUlleas and seneelass ~ .- (4) 

ftle CU.otion in tb1a paauap ia a jQJ~ptCX'l of Slater's litlitations, 

Efer7 poet hu.liis :f'aVOI.U"lte woma, but m tNSt find tho lieh' 
oocaatan to ttl!e tbe!t. Slatm.-, .bavirJg 1"(l8.1.1150d the app:ropriateneN 

ot blllm nc descriptive a£ the eun•• ~' t~~Crks it to death• 
1m ~ is a sood uoe b!tt the audo.o1owJ im~ taila to oom o-t:t1 

it ta hanpo:rcd by too UAimieroailillB a chOice of wards (the 

re,petitiOM &1."0 not :felt aa a ~flflity} a.o well as by tbo 

i:napprcpri,a.te Te iffll!!• (5) 

l. s.rm, ~t .... p p.l,l. 

2. op.oi"· p.u. 
S• op .. cit. P• 7 • 
... op.d.t.. p.l,. 
5· Of. Cripp•s fandneaa 'f~ lit\uwioal tcms. n. uoes tb¢1m~• 

.,~ately. Soe "BeDaClictian ... ", of'eante P• '41· 



Tha mador o: ~~\ ~ :fJ.'t(;(J.llOntly ~ onl;r or t-'10 
mwbor 8Uil rliat:rr.I.Ct:i ~'S q.wlitzy" ot tho ltr.D£;ei!J• ~'..n e.'t&'tplo 

occurs in. the £:lov4mth l~;tTiO "h .t.'u t.'-le ~d. trnnoition .from 

taotile-, to t"lUdito~"Y to th& ViS\.lal. ~ 1'e.ilt1J to coheraa 

Qny rooks, ~lnt SitOMS? 
&tw=cd b7 the hard lipa of Dr<.latht 

· The MUll* g~:ee.n trtmpets ot the gr6l«l 
1b atU'led in tbe 4\Wtf 
~e golden axesn of the cht.u!el.i<m 
nelta anti v~tJhca, 
mv-en aa the tl.Gn» ~ a. blolm camle 
Ia llt:t!d~ llil&tdled. 
Iuo a ol!M invi4ible to l'M:lJ 

(1) 

That South African ori.tios hava al:lQ!m tbeaolveo to "oe 

a.nare o:C sl.,.ter•D l:inlitat.!ons OD a l?riter is, in itsel:ft an 
1ndi~ion ot the u.i'\flln.Oe lfllidl ~ buen nude ... partly~ 

Sla.te:zts o~m l}f!Ol'ts t() 'lir'xrt att~»X4b$.on to the l!uso. I:t his 

poatx:Y was not ±is'~'l.lis~19d. it "''as oo;rtai.nq ve:cy much better 

than .mvtb:l~·'t .alee (al~J o~oeptiJlg the .,lk o£ the wf­
prool.akted llaro a£ the ·!I&Zif!?llle) that had been written in this 

oouubey'.- RD:r Cepbell ro~ Slatu'rs aehieti'O::IGnt'-

~ :fUrore tbat gxeeted thlt publlcat~ ot 
•"I~ bJ \fiiUc Pl.allert Law:cla van cl8r .Post 
~J.d myool~ wa..s a. hoal12zy' ~~ - a sign o:t South 
A:rr:toa'a il:rtelleotuiJ. awaker.d.ng.. SUM hostUity 
is iutini ~ more omour:ag.l.Dg thau, &d. vso'tl,J' 
!rOx''ere.ble to, thtl 10118 age of iniift~ce mld 
neglcot which hG4 to bo wea~m IV Jm. Slat.er 
m.n he first aoclimati=ed. ~ish poaliry to 
t~ Et.t'!"ea, a.a tl:ie toro:r."WU':er am pic~ of' 
lW all· (2) 

That ho did ewoeed at t~, GV&n 1n ~ ; in 

aool1mtltid~ Ene;lit!b p<.)~t~ to Afd..oa 1a apparent 1n aucb 

lin~ ast 

Deoalation eov1-m 
To the oount%3' o£ the mini, 
nen. d~ta ot Hate, 
~r or disgt1«Jt 
liaw a~W tb.e ~ af' thcmeht, 
And shrivel.W the 'btJiiJ of ~· 
Desolation comes 
Al.'ld 1be peaka <1t im~tion 
Are flatttmOO. ()Ut:' 
.was gia.l!t• of mist 
Bofbm the elina at' t~ 111n1,. 

(3) 

----------·-·~·-·~·-~-~---~-----------------------------1. f'~TERt 1U"o%t• .. , _p .. 22. 

2. CA:JP~ ~. ab£ ,Cp~!!\, fss:1! ~i:• • •1 P•vii 
3• SLr\11'EPot ~t. •.•.t P•Zl• 



~ "~.Jli;:~ o£ t~ w.lrd", this~ (as noll as J.:.1a4Y 

otblr.J. in hi~ lM)et~ tlt.Jle liviil l.a.8~o of 'ii!Je li~t~, 

~teur.rett~ rai.n.b¢'0" .sal 

..... •.JOisai 
U:pcm home ot g.ran.tte 
Sk's-tON1J2« horns 
0:t bt~wu.n+Ana? ) 

1• a Mlinie~ of 1h0 te.o.ail'lg :1ntem~;p11ntence ot SlAter tu1d 

the poet Qt "'l'bo :nark Cha-lpion" ~ .,~1e o:e ·()Jw ihrr!o posns 07 
the ~l Ocq>bell \tiich m.at9r p.U>lished m his fimt 
Bnthology of SO'Il'th .~aan vema .. (a) 

(1) 

tr4fl)~~.q Slater•s unie:t'Sttllding (lf hie oount~ ~ hie 

ha&rl:f'elt Q)ll:JOi~u o£ h~ problems, "faa ·sru .ter tbnn his 

poetic aenuib:Uit;. Bo lapsecl too ~i~ inti) tho mGatU.n~leae 

Ging ... aon..~ ot'• 

:Let ~ae: aing olldly of ~to; .. 
0;r>;"Sl'Cerldo ... 
~ hate of the Dutch fOr th3 Britislu 
l)~ .. 

!F.ae .bate o£ t:be :!ritish i'~r -t:~ Dtrbc.ht 
C:moc81Jll) ... 
~'h~ •te of both for the Dal:'k PeopleJ 
Dit1i:r.lue:ldo .. 
T'"~ h~t!J r;4 the ~: Peo-ple f~ the White. 

ThU i'-J not po:rtry- it is acuooly V'tn'Se• As:aln, a: hM 

(3) 

~'?~ .~ f':reqt:Umlly in tho hi:Jtory Qf SOuth h!riCM m:it1ng, 

~"l~ p~1at awrtBl the poet. 

Ev'eU lVt IT( of nrc~ ( wllich ooutaina 10m6 pleasing l.lma 

desaribing tho ~~ o:t: tht.l rain) 1o at:Ul too nw:dccdl.y 

4.-J.wUw to be rocosntzocl as an 1n4ividual wioe. Oooaaiomlly 
thew :la au owiou. C4ho; in OM O&Mt ;ra.thex- surprisi.%J8ly, frcm 
ROI'kil!~ co:m 

~aall.a 

How in dim 'ffOO!$., tG(t(lrjlt. 
RitZ' 'ialCB Ughta, 

DoWn in dim wood.s th~t d.iauond delveal 

(4) 

(5) 

On the wholo tho verso ia diatresaillgly at:mtimental. with 

a e:tckcnine v:re»cmdo:nJnQe ot ~y-floueres"1 "de'l'-d.mJt•" am 
ro41ant d:z.te&ma of one ld.ni o:r at10th r. 

A.-re c:t the UMVGI)es o£ his 11l2:'lc1 Slater Qllitted many 

SU!.L''ER, ~t.... . p.aa .. 
CA.I.PlF..LL, 1Tll$ ~ Chalspion", The~ .Ipgk o:£ ~ 

~("...,,~ 'V'«t"cc, od. Sla.ter~i925 

SIJ:r:~At, ~W?hj.,•,- •, P•46-
op.cit. p.62. 
ROHUNS, "!lhe starlJgh't lijgh._tt, Gerard ?fanl.SY I!ORkinat 

~PoGta. 



verses f1'Qll hie Uo YOlliDGa ot oolloeW poaaaf but his 

reputation W'OUl4 bant pro.titecl bad ho ~still~. (l) 

1938, the oenMnaz7 at the lktezt ezo4ua, as ealobmtcX! 1n 
tho Union. by beD.mecl :ta:anera in an annivel'Bf:U"Y cmvalcade o£ 
waaon• am boraallc. Slade Plbll8bed ihe 'A!!k• B1o 

po.triotie, tho\IE!ll fJ:epntq oro.ss1,-, ovon jejunel;r ~oood1 
not a r.wr.rorr r&C1a11a. Slater na proud of b1a deeoent 

:eran plOZlOCJrinc Bagliah eettlem, amd.ou that hi• ~ 

should J.'MHM the debt that thq oGed tl»IG men, but he ._. 

pl'CN4 too oE the m:pl.oi t1 o~ the Voortzol&:kca. 

As oa-l.y ae 1900 a South At.rioan cr.l.t:.l.o bad ~ ! 

that the biatory of the~ 1ftk oallod £or an opio poot, 
8Dl that thGro waa no --= ~ he eb:rulci not be Englj.Eh ~. 

~ Slater hoped to aob1Gvo a national epic is evidarlt iran hie 

oper:d.ns linea, the herioo poet•o tro&Utional proclanntioru 

lJOt looaaot1w-ens111N, &lX>:rtillg dragons 
Belobing bl&ok anoJII' , I eil1g, bl1t tented-wogonaa 
•••• 
NoJo ~ I petml t e to111 ot cUzny pace 
M tbe alow-trutl81ng CD: and snbling •teed.• 
••• 
liot ~abanioa, maacms, 8118lDaen 
I aing, but of 'bronrJed tamc-p1on.cena (2) 

Slatu ea11 bimseJ:t as 1he fust eplo poet ot the CX)'W1tr.rf 

he DWeZ' ooul4 UDie:ratam '*9 p1bU.o reoognition Wll.8 eo tlaagre. 

Again am. ap.1n amt. bod to ccafort h1Du 

You tlUSt, 1n exou.ao far South At'rioSla1 
rame~ that w am et111 a very ymmg aaliJIIllatUN 
people~ and Jt!1'4'1: thought£ul mood &l14 high fll.ality 
do not al.wep appeal to tho juvOIJility in tMm. 
Bait much that ~ haw writton will stam. tho teat 
o~ timo and 14'1l'eal to a latoz. com ma:turo 6'0tm:ation. 
You will l'allflll~ the.t U.Uton aold h:la "Pan141ae 
lost" right• tOJ: t.S.. (I mcn:rbioat thia 'boca\130 7(U ()) 
mentioA him• 

b 1mpo1"tal»o whioh Slater attachod to tb ese end atmilar ctumbo 

of ocmfort :t.raa otbara. whoso opintona lle valuod., ie m4eJ3 

A"'OI the mDbor ot lottera in 't.hia vein which he incl. ude4 1n an 

appendix to hia autobio~. 

EimoR, 1n b1s intl'Oduotion to S!lft fQtlllQ Of, Frzote ogr,ez 
81&!9!• 1947, m~iomcl Dar Pblk ••• , !lbe Trok, and 
~· •• aa oontaining the "~ of tho WOZ'k by wbioh 

wculd care ta be :r:~"• 

&ilJm, !J!w WJ!k. P•3• 
5:'1l1.rSe to Sle;ter, Pretoria, 27 .12.4,4. Co~ LibZ'll:l.7, 2!5•7295• 



•187-

In a naiftt :ratll.o:r pathtrtio lfl6ta- to PNr•Gaar ~CJ~CUJ, 
Slater ea;pl aiDed that be had finilhed. 9!9 TraJca 

4IXD4I}Jt that it at11l ~· a 8oocl deal ot 1VIiei0n 
md I have iOt to o4d. an ~ (about ton pcges) 
'lhich ia a Tcrq ~t matter. In tb.e me~~ntime, 
I • cmioua that J'OU llboul4 read the ,POGll tor 
~lf.,..s:Muld ,au l.ika to make an;r cpt1giaa, 
I ab&ll bo glad it 10\1 rill DOte the:l down 1n pmoil, 
on a e""r• M I aboul4 much awl'\:Xdate a 
mom I t• fl'CIIl ,ou iDU.catiDB ~ opinion 
of it s~, 1lbat ;you tbiDk o£ ita pZOtJ»>ota in 
South .tt.d.ca c4 wbethu Yl-U th1bk it 8tanda t1Zf¥ 
obame ~ beiD« taken 'W in our aOlloola am colleges. 

I • a=iowr to •~ a first c?,e:Ra :gubl:t.abOI" 
~CJr '!he !!!I§ - one llb.o w:Lll ili8:ki; it known -not 
~ in Britain la¥1 tbe Damintona, but 1n tllG ~ 
state! --~ u wll. I 110uld lJla rsrr ~ 
to S'8 a r;a:~ to that l'lZ unpl!!!:!!B,! novel, 
T!S:P1P« _. e dlareotao and ad11eNnEl'lta ~ 
tba !beldcere aboul4 be known tlm:>~ the w!l4 
u4 perbapa aoaa people llho can•tb8 1ierec1 with 
~ton: 5 read 147 poem. (1) 

. The uniearl~ntnp a.. Slater'• own. !he letter is r.u&ivo 

on two pointaa the a88UIIPtion that he ball aob1ove4 what he had. 

aet out to 4o am the aast.aption that the story ot ~o i':ek wa 
aa hlportam; to people outside South A:tri.oa atJ it waa to 
~. U. incl:aaion o~ Holland 18 undemtarldable, l.N.t it 

111 lees eaay to aoe w!v' Slater ahould have imagined tbat the 

Alaaricana, te 1n8ta:noe1 rich in a p1oaoe:tng biator;y ani 

liter&tuzc ot thoir own, lbould rueh to bu7 his baolc. 

SlAter we ambit1Gu. Hie nar.rative attemptod to cover all 

the maJor historical. evonta1 b.'a:1 Gem.._ !lar.l.:t•'• de~ t:ra1 

Graat-Rainet iD 18)6, to tbe battles at \lee1:lGn &114 Blood Rivor 

at wbioh the t~n broke '\be po,_. o~ the tribal impia in lfa.tal. 

The d.14aat1o -.ture ~ b !£!'!15 vitiates it f1'Q!l the start, 
eo that there 1a a fa= greatezo SIP betwen aim am acoaapU.abmct 

'tblm thew ia ill ~· ibe intanpenecl ly.rioa and the 
raa:rrative are u.t:1gl.tt'OI.\ with almi~ oataloguea ot a:rt1f1c:lall1 
;lmpoaod metaphona 

••• 
ecmo lot ue drink to the tented-wotJ'OWJ -
Omdlea that zocD4 'tiM .A;er.tlamler ra.oe, 
1fAQ'e that unlooked tbo eatee of aJMlOfl; 
Sehoozmoa that huable4 the doaon *s CJ111!1 billon, 
AoJ:opla.noa that ttablad thl nr.&on Mountaina' pillonJ 
Tortoiaee that won tbe tJtGmcmdoua :race, 
Sobota ot tia and :r:unea ot plaoe. (2) 



~t Slator waa DOt entU.l,y unaware tbat thie might invoke 

rld:l.oule ia implied :ln a note he arppdod to the Tf.Qra 
"Aeroplane•", 

'l'bia :1• 80IU.'Oe1y an ~tion oons1dex'ing 
tba inoroc!ible tb1118B that the roortrokke:ra actually 
aocanplimed. with ~-waeona· (1) 

Tho unoolicite4 defence aimply aide--steps the point. b 

ef'feot :1a 1\Jiiomua. It 1a cU:f.fioult to Ultderutand how the 

poet of ac:me o£ the ll!!k iblk ~oa could have po~tzated it. 

l\Y ~ attenticm. to o.ccurate doW.il Slater h47,peclto 

actdew a reallaiio ~·u.w. ~ wu exaot1 

••• 
~a hero •as 
JAuia Tr.lgazdt, a leadu pxompt in ~. 
Son ot a Boer, 1lhoae father was a Suede~ 
A patient, ld.ndl7, ..U·kni:t wi.r.Y man 
Of flft7-tbree, llhoae etirJ:oing l.U'e began 
Near tbe X&n"oo's sa-civ, Graat•Reimt. 
lAter, anoJJg the hills of So:tenet 
fhe ~t• settled.. (2) 

The effect ia pzon.to - am DOt ewn sOoc1 prose o.t tbatf it 
has tbe Z'1ng of tbe looal suide-book• ltpmmpt iD noeAJt, 

"~ lite• am "Kazizoo'• saat-oitT'• !he r;owrty of auch 

larlguage a~ merits aGnmattt. 1td.e1 as well aa other 

p<a-taite of' PZtontier hero,es, will not bm.r canparl.eon with a 
poe3 on a IGlll hat aimilaor ~jeot £ran Od)thOI" oontiDBnt. 
In 1928 stephan ?.Lnoent Bemt, turn1ne to the Amextoa.n 

:t.l"on'$lu £~ 1Dap1mtioD, had written Jp BJ:own•o My with 

118 sketCh oft 

Lincolnt a1X teet one in bi8 stocking feet, 
!he lank man, knotty and. tOUfl,b ae a hiclarq 

rail, 
t'fhoee harlda nm &l\'R'V8 too big for wbit .. ld.d 

gloves, 
Who wit 1Rl8 & OOOMk1n ~k Of dxy, tall 

taloo1 
WbOee woa.tb.er8cl face -.. hcmely as a plo:red. 

flel4. (') 
am&t•• na:native beosoe very popLl].ar. wa T£!k did DOt. 

1'b8 f'o.ult did D01 lie ent1zoely with ~ ha&turi.ty of South 

Ud.oane- aa 8mlts bad tacti'\tl.q ~eted. 

libem Slater• a poem dee a oone alive it is with o. noisy 

metori.o, a ~alee C8!1pbellian vitnlitya tbe ll!laBh:ing am •a 
bailed with 1\bitJtle an4 ehoutJ wbioh dDea not hallconitle with 

SI.A.'t'ER, loo. o1 t. 
SLATER, ;m 1'!!15, P•,9• 
~, John l!!2.m'a ~ Now York, 1927• 

I 



the lF!eal m1er at h1a a1naple beatc 
lJo ma:r.-ble mama the ~ 
Of old., heroic tzU:lal:ra, who 
FeU beaide the wa.v to cUe. 
1lo1r nallowe4 by tba grlm i'ar1"'o -
BizJp4 a!lCl roofed. with blue au\ Olue • 
\'&a;re "Uy beloqr ibey u.. (1) 

A qzo1o whidl weighe ~ d.obt <1o1m heavilr on 1he sid.o 

Of the olde mem 1a "Sprin&boka" llbich oaoura 1n Part I o~ 

~ Wf!15• ~ buok uhot 

In the dan- 114!ht blue ••• acatter tho d.ft 
~ tbe1r f'1anka as ~ gqnbol on the 

f!l,l"6'J' Kar!root 
have quite unm1atakably o.acapecl boJl Oat!wbell '• ark. ( 2) ~te 
apart :f1'!om ita thS.nl1' cl18gu1ae4 (and probabq UZ1001l80iou.a) 

boftcwlng, tba qrl.c ~~one ot Slaterte old tl!O\lblea. 
In it he coetpa:ea the aprtzagboka to bir4a, dol~, :f'ootballera 

aM bro'Ml. brealat.ra • the leap of US()Oia.tion requi~ 18 Wo 

muoh ot • ~. (') 

~er optniona l10'twithstarxling, Slate had no tal.ont tor 
norrative, eithezo 1n prose or vuao.(4 ) Be had aade thia clear 

in his flnt volUDe of ~ .toriea b §.W!bSAt ScmtQ llhere 

he 1Mula'eci in the wont type of olicheJ WbUe tho extent o~ 
hia pre4ellotion 1bzo ibe evils rather than tbe virtues ot. the 

blmtio eitara ia evident in IUab ttplrple patches" au the 

1'ollor.tnsa 

!1'he aun Ml2lt ctown ~the distant h:llle, 
~ golden gallaona of olouda:ln his wakef 
allo.rt~WJ a.tru ~ ~ mtml1UJ.'ed. cares~ to 
the Uaterd.ng crus wntoh l'Oplied in t1'0Il'l:lloua, 
~ fthiaperat 1!rcm the distance oame the -voice 
of tho bzoolc, wooins w1 th ailvery e.poeoh tho oc:wly 
t!Niding tl."M&J am, at intel'Yala, I benzd t.M low 
c£ full ... feclld.ne aa thq tl.'Udae4 ocmtentecll7 
la:aal-lf3Zida. A:tt;er meditat!ng upon 1M t5l24,uU 
beauty or W.. ~ and ~ 'tb.on moae 
l1llea bad tallen in 8UGh pl.etlaant place., I c:oazeel 
rq 3a1ed. ateell into motion aa1 made for 1he fa.11Detead. (5 ) 

This ia, as tbe)" aa-.Yt •.t bit .anach", but ia interesting evidence 

See llltttSR & ~, A CI'Mfoal Spn!Y• .. , p.l oo, ibr a 
oantl-adiotoq ~on • lyrio. <kl the lllhole the• 
critioa have pleect too high a valuation upon Sle.ter•a .,* 
w b1s potem:!al "vital ~nfluencet'. 

l3RlN1tt "In hia vuy fimt 110rk Slater rOVMl.s a particular 
aptitude for l'lU'ratiw verae •• ,Th1a beool:lea an JJ:lportaat te._, in Sl.uter• e verse and 18 evident in Tb8 T!!k." 
;bJ!! §gU1l1 Af!ican Sr!S]i,eb P9atat A CriticeJ. Stwly, (baia) 

SLATER, "Lena o:f Lion Kloof"', Sunburnt South, 1908. P•7'• 



ot the lQDB flDi¥ Slater bad. to t=vel, ova~ on hie c1oumer 
nat only .-tq on tbe part ·c:if the p.iblic, wt (ani thia was t81l 

mo.ro ~ to b1m aa a writer) tho ~oiouo uoe whidl be 

ba4 made fll ao much ot bia reading .. (l) 

SlateJ~'e impJO'bable plots enpha.Eiiae that he had xtl :flab'• 
even tor-. ample tale. !EP; of, Lion P.oot, :fOr instance, 
l"WWlvea a:round s.lll\ll.'deM l<mtr, a mad wonSl ald. a ho~e of 

aa.vagea. The tUal.ogue :t• :t~ and um:real1 the situation 
molodnmatiac 

fbe a~ 'that now awt he gasse mnd• her mmb 
with horror. ~· J:OQ't.l. na :Cille4 with hal£-nak84 
savagYta, t\TO of them \'J8Z.'a holding Lena whilst uvera1 
otl"JGra wm beating ou.t poor young Ja.aaa• s bnW:Ls. 

tater, iu the same setUte, tbore ia a mom.ont lllGGloro.ble for its 

unintentional oomeq. !he Kaf:£'13::' cl:Lie£ ~:reaaes laaa 

•What would a .f'ina, tall maSdcl lilaD Y<Jil do 
with auch a PUD¥ 1\UbaDd.,,. (here he kicJIDd the 
;prostX'&'te ~ ot 1C1aae) . "lo1 in me lh&ll ;you 
fim a mo. fitting mate.*' (2) 

This reoalla ~rra. lam • e hcr:oita ~ out to H&lme4Uko 

t~, in fact, ihe affi~ta wife seldom deace.aled to aud1 

bo.thoa.- B'er 80ilM ed lL'Ulian was I!1UCh at~. (') 

Slater vu obviously umr.Ul.ing to xelinqu1ab his belief' 

that he could write veroo ~uve, fMm epic. He conti.wod 

to try tb.:r:oughout hi• li~e, oompos:tng, ~ othft things, a 

mraber at ballads @a.ling nth incidems in the national histor;y. 

Bane ot thoae balllda, Wfoltenade• ~r inatQnoe, appe~ :t1rat 

1n 1910. The :raui;ing ori81nala 

M in the -rou o£ tlw.t ~ -~, 
Lfwbtd by thG tea,peet' a unsparing aool.U'P, . 

A. allip flie8• .-crash! · It 18 tom .. it 1a sp1 tted. • 
By l"'Ck•:faxzg& h1d.4en in seething~· (4) 

1s 11 ttl.e wn&t than 1he much zeviaecl ballad included in tbe 

pollegte:c! IA!'*i!B• 

1.. An «Umination at Slaer•a boolr.s (Whioh he bequeathed to the 
Grab.ansto• Pl.tblio L1bft.1.7) show that .,. in addition to a 
OQ!f.prollena1ve oolleotion of El'lglJ.Gh poetey am drama - ho 
had acqu1rod. an impressive oU'ft\Y' ot poena Md. verSGS written 
in aouthorn Africa. 'l!hexe !a evicl.enoe that he atudied tb$· 
p~eaa a£ tho lftlse 1n A:t.d.ea with absorption. liot even the 
mon iuaigl'l.ificant o£ the psnpblets has In 1.ll'lCru.t page. 

2. SLA.TEll, "14M of Lion IQO()ft$, .~ §upburnt S<at!• 
3· The best ot Sla:terte stories (oollected. in !J.e secret VeM, 19,1) 

am those depiotillg $oak o~ wah u tho ililaaton A:f'rican 
1n '*The DiotioMJey* • ~ do not rank hi8h .none; South Af'l:ica · 
ab.on etorlea in Engl.Uh. 

4• · SLATER, "i7oltemaAe•, F.I:'Q'.Il Mim.Oea l&Dd1 (1910) p.la. 



1iolle o£ Slate's ~tons b thiEJ ae=- bave 8lr3 true 

vitality. fhe beet ot them i8 r•s.•s ll•" nth ita 

inaiatont ~* 
att still in ~a oan I hear the beat 
or hie anoet•white atallion•a galloping feet. (1) 

One td tbe Te%'3 ~rat ia "fhe Crime... !l!h1a ia the jej'tll» 

O'Col",Y of a. young ;a,er dl:-1 with tie improba:blo ~ of BrelX'la. 

She falls in low w.i th an Etl8'11th ottice¥" 1l'ixl ia zmude:ro4 'b7 
hOI' d.1~ ~ love1'. 011ohe tUil:Ohea a:f"be:r: cliche• 

• • ...A.M. I l1ho •lew thoDe twain 
still rok the earth in ~a d woe ... 
WhUat thsy lew Ol1 thro' ell •tel'n1117··· (2) 

Even tbe later, l&a11 !mmature ttVeld Patl:J&rch" (mioh 

Sluts thO'U,&ht a twa piotur& o£ a typical South Af:rican Boer)(3) 

1a too ~aque to have 11t3 diatinotian o.£ its own. The 

:reod.er ia oon:tizrnal J7 4iatraot~ by ghoatitf nor 01.\U he be 

certain of the identi'Q' of the ghoate. He onl.y kno1W8 that, 
in epite ~the 1'1l"iter•u talk o£ ~ke-mys anaa.hed a.n4 

trekgoed out ~ gear" he _.ct.1D :rind " gorgeous ~· 
:rig!.tte ata.nding in th$ aba.do\7 of a Ka.1:'rOO thom bush Ol."t 

pe~, to ~ 1M Biehop of st • .PJi'a:md raninding h1m that 
"'.i.'b.e 8004 old days hem!~ :tadfld. Uke a dl'eam" • 

Slater ocmtri.bu:tcd notbirJg of pe~t value to the 

devel.opnent ar. the ~:lw poem in seutll African li tera.tU'I."e. 

E\t'en hia tl".amea ().)a.rtieularly those 01. his bal.lt:4a) lud nearq 

Only in the 100pe &111 plan o:t hU 

longer 1IO.Z:'ka \U.\$ be a pionec.r in this e0Wlt17• Hie bope tor 

national Ulli'Q' - based on his vision ot the hiatrney- ot the 
COUllt%7 as the her.i.taee of ita laltjor raoern ... Engl~ah, At'rl.oans 1 

and Eantu • gst~e bia t.hemGtt a. b:ree.dth at 'Y'illJ1.on 'Which ~t have 

been energ!ss;lng ba4 a pouessa4 ntOJ:e than a very minor talettt. 

IJ!be 2?lM 111 p~a, a~thil'.l8 Of a ou:rioait1 in our liter&? 

bisto.cy- tor it ia a einae:re tribute to tt. ~tt people in 

the lt\r..guace of tba ''9'erdoude EngeJ.a• • 

1. ~. "'C.ingfs Ride", ~! CbpPoted .PO&IUh
1
• • a, P•2}2. 

2 •. ~, ·~ Cdine", b3! ¥f!9• ~, P•23• (fbia waa ZJOt 
incl udecl in ~" CO leo ted PMas.) 

,. In 1949, Geneml atuta, in his reply to Slater's annual letter• 
wrote, o:r the "V'eld. Patr.t.a:nm41·: n .... o:ne af the typo$ still 
happily not ~n in this land of strong typea. l look 
upon ~ conversation o~ Oaa Pict as one of the £imat ani. 
most moving tbi!lSIS you haw Clone. ~ abee:r xul.iaa an4 
avoida.noe of verbiage Blak8 it a South A:t'Z'iean cla.seic ... 
It is o£ tb$ vold1 at tbl soil• like our aloes am other 
peouUar plants ... " Oor;y Library, m 7~· 



Mit is oot ent~ on the merits o:t his own 110rk 

tbat Slater ia imrAl"tant in our literary history. Dellua 

baa -testified to b1a gena:eoai'by in help~ fln&ncia.J,4r 

an~sei 1F.ri tera, to the intereat which he al~ took 
in Engl.iab vertte w:ritten 1n his hom.ela.ni ani in the 

Rhodeltiut 

I !ir&t m~ ll'ramia Oa.l:ey Slater ten years ego 
when I mw working on tbG SatUrday Poet, a tb~ru.n.'18r 
of the IMming Poet. Be wal.ke4 iutc my o:et::Loe one 
morning end ~ 'l;hat he had CCJl:le o£f a ship 
to see me about a pOfll:J. I had wri:trfien. 

l stared a.t him in c»neiderable astoniebnant 
~or I lu.-t.d. wwer befo~ folm1 anybody in SOt..-th .A.f'xica 
Who would Wt1lk oven a. hundred yw:da to talk to 
a.oother man about hia verse. Yet b..ere be:fbre me 
stoat. a man of 12 'JbQ had broken into a ooml:ortable 
coastal trip to trail through the drearier ~a.a <'If 
Port Elizabeth am do juat thia. 

~. I was to ~1M 1~~, was ODe of his 
most em~ trEdta- his tiroleaa encouraganent 
ot &it/3 other Bngliah-speaking Souib !:frican he 
found wd.t1%lg paasable verse. Cu.t of 'this <Jlality 
rose hi• iwo antholosiea llb1.cil d14 ao J11Wlh for 
SOUth Afri<*tl ~ish YeX'IIIh (1) 

Th1a ia, in ~ Wlfi'8t a l¥)ble •p1taph. .Pal·acloxical~ 

thO value ot Slaw'• own veree rd.gb.t be &8Gesae4 a.t a 

hi~ rate had he dcme less to popularize it. He 

published too m.uch, ani acae of' hie veree ie ., bad that it 

cast& a. shadow 'QPOll better litltfS• liad be been more ruthless 

his reput&tion would have pined. liia beat lCrk is in his 

~1os wl:deb ra..t~gG from· "9le Dead Eagle" (a peen wbieh 

unde1'Btaldab;cy- at'imotecl Ccnpb&U and 11hich, in apite 01£ 

faults, has an indivldual ~1 of 1ltage a:wi rl:\Vtbm) to the 
Gongs or 'ihe PJs2S }rolls•,. , 

In euoh a. poco as uz~~;menb for e.~ ~'t Slate:.­

fuaed all tbat was beGt in hie lite.ra:r;y o:&pfilrience with 

that aympath&tic o.pprehelleion ot his dark oouat:cymen 

~in tbe plaine and valle~ below the Alnatola hUlaa 

••• 
.BeautifUl na Wetu AS a blua eha4Dw 
That noata on the {£1:G'3' mokB 
About a sunbaked hilltopt 
Her ooa.'t was bl,Q.ck ani ~~ 
L1klt an iaip1ngo..ber.t7J 
Her homa were as sharp aa the horne of the new moon 
fbat tosses aloft ~he ~ star, .... 



1!ae preoift im~, eatergins 81':pro:pris1iely. out ot an 
African l.wnsc., vegetation am myth, out c'lf the ll:ro 

of the peasantry, 

No more will &he fMe yapping curs 
lfith lowarecl. h~ ant beWildered Oyetlf 

ga~ foroe and suggestion until they fOlllbolize tlua oa.ttlo -

the main&ta.Y ot trad.iii:l.tmal.Bantu sooiety d:ld cultu:rea 

!be ~ that tilled our oal.ab38b.ea 
HAs been drained. by a thirsty BUnJ 
The blaclt clOW. tha.t bl"'tJ&bt !WI white rain 
Baa vaniabe4- the alq is emptyJ 
Our lcrMl is desolate, 
OUr colab&abee are dryt 
An1 we woep. (1) 

It :1.8 d:ltfioul.t not to attach to thia l;yric a 
auggeativenesa 'llhi~h (at alW rate in ita original form) 

1 t probably was riOt int&IIded to ~. Ita value is :l.n 

ita poetic xealization o:f a. putoral lite whiah is dying 

(a life ve:t'y idmilat', though lees ideali r.ecl., to that tilioh 

Cripps w&"J m~ in Kaehcmal am .. ) It is significant 

that the two men - Cripps and Slater • adJ:lil'ed eaoh othor' e 
work. 

I.."l a seMe Slatsr 1a umumal in our u.toq. !L'he eon 

o:r a :fmntiat!Qan, ho had eat at the eame aobool desk with 

tha aorus ot tmae 1tlose tathera ha4 wielded 'the etabbin8 
asl'le&'&i• In bis cry ~011: -.r..ight, mon llsht1 .. , hie belief' 

in ·the "'.fOrtnm1 mrabq o:t the hll!lan Qirit" be reveals b1G 

d.eaoent frcnll?rl.ngle, but bf.e llumanitariani• 'W88 not 

importecl, be had leanlt 1 t ~ tho ·vers heart of the old cape 

Fl:Ontier. 

Tc>~ 'ttJ.e em o£ his life Slatarta optimism f'o:r 

South Atcio&'s tu.tu:re m:sa ~with nagging dtr\1bts. 

He 'lr'J.'O'te of Sllu'Gst 

Did be never, nov0r despair of hie own people? (2) 

Wba~ hie miagiv.tng be di4 DOt ibrget his debt to one 

seotion a£ hia oountleymen. .Alrto:J.\Y Delius anoe rEmalite6. to 

the el,d$r~ poet that he ha4 been WJ7 1brtune.to in havit2Q 

8hared an l!'!aet$l"U Cape olassroam with Black cJaeam.etoa. 

tfJ&'nant for a Dtt.-4 eown, Dark ~lk ... , P•5• 

ttS:mita &l3d. Shelley", '1\! Colleotecl Popma .. •, p .299. 
'\~ben t.h:l.a ly.rio wae tizrat publiab.eci 1n the s.A.P·N•i• 
Year Boolc: (1955) the Jllniater wi tbd:rew a grant ~ 
tba par!Odiual. The poem wa.s j~ged ob3ectiorable 
on the ~unda c4 "political tonlenoy". An intereating 
cr.ample o'£ the powzo o~ politics in ~uth MriOCLlife. 



He BOt tba rap~: 

I wus l~ .. luckier tl'..un yw or your ch1ldron 
w.W. be. ( 1) 

!!!hose eat"ly ~s wa~ tho w~ :f'xcm Which Slater 

drew. tlut Da1'k :JC9lk l$t'ioa, hia ~t asm;atne and ptraonal 
contribution to tba lf'iden1:ng .field of 1Ddiganol.)S ~iah 

wne. In the, by dint 01" much 0'£ labour, he htd. progroa~od 

with infinite pains towards the c~t1on of a tew :f'J.'eah tal 

<n-iginal ~a evocative of A£r:l.oan the.nea. SlAter's 
achiewment m&.lks (in one 8fm8e} tlle md of 1he pioneenllg 

period :l.n the aooli:Dt:..u.tion of ~idl V(tr&e which ha<\ 

besun lfith Prinsl4• 



................ 

I am that ancient hunter of the plaina 
That raked the abl.t.ggy :flitches a£ t.he Bieon: 
Pass, ~rld; I am the dreamer tmt rsnains, 
'1'he llan, clear-cut ~t the last horit->nl 

T)le &;7-amipg Ter~in1 Ro:y Q!Sebell• 

E9'er ainoe th~ appearanoe of Voo!t'als in 1926 the names 

o~ Campbell and Plomer have been bandied about in the short 

lived periodic&la, the oorpaea of which confront the travellell' 

through the aemi .. dosert of south African literary history. (1) 

This aeaooiation of names ariaea out o:f more than the 

accident of their collaboration on an lll ... fa.ted. ventuxe. 

These two young men )whose su.b~quent d~lopnent empbaaized 

their cootraating psrsr.snalities ani tDJ.ents) brou€il,t to an em 
the long <h'QU8ht of talont. A new era had begun. 

In Spit. Of his eel:t- impoeed enle (oulm5ne.ting in that 
tragio mcment :tn 1957 llb&n a burst tyre sent his car careening 

into a tree 1n Portugal) Roy Campbell's name will alwaya be 

linked with south A.frlca. Con~ rages around thia 

eontroverai&lun. There are thoae 1ho cl.a1m that in 

deaerting Africa be deaerltMi poet27J that his influ.noo 

(aparl from the impression wb1uh he maie on Uya Kl:ige, 

Antoey Deliua and. ~ Bu.tler) has be.u negligible beoauso he 

did not ranain ae a c:reative foroa. (2) Othera, notably the 

Afrikaans poet D.J. Oppem.an, note of him as being& 

in verakeie opsigte dis aentrale :f'iguu.r in die 
Suid-Afrikaanae poe:d.Gu.aowel die Afrikaa.nse as 
die Engelae. (3) 

It is early ~t, either to neolve this ditfe:rmoe of opinion · 

or to judge his individual place in the hierarchy of poeta writing 

VOORSLA.G, "Wbipl.aah". A litera.r.y review, the first two 
nunbers of whioh Campbell ed1 ted in collabal."Otion 
with Willi• Planer am La.urenJJ van der Post• 

.ABRAHA.VS, "Roy Campbell; Conquistador .. Refugee,'' ~ 
vol. a. 1956. Abrahams disagreed with OppErman as 
the extent of Canpbell'a influence an Soubh African 
writers. "'.A:t'lioa would have oh.anged his art. Africa 
demama poetic ex,prension .... by providinG' e.n imigenoua 
&OUrCe of inspiration he \10uld. have made an immea.aw:'Elable 
oontr.l.bution to the founding o~ an indigenoue tradition.• 

OPP!lUWl, "Roy Caopbell en die Suid-.A:trikaanae Poesie", stand~•, 
No 3l, Me.rch, 1954, PP•4 - 15. 

See alllo ANl'ONISSEN, Die ~ilse Letterk:unde van die J.an:V'apg 
tot Hede, tar specific e:um~ {,£ Osnpbel.l'a influence upon 
.A:tri.kaan8 poota. "In hierdi• heroioa ... a:d.etok:ratiese opvatting 
van die digteraskap duik • maar ne.tuurllk in gi&volveerd.e vom .. 
dit idel wier op wat van Wyk b:nur, ODder die indruk van Carlyle, 
Goe~e, _Nietzsche eli CB!IIPPell, al swat ti•Ill jaar uoel§r in 
tyd8la'1r-V8Z'8 Uitgedrult bet. p.ctU. 



in E!:!gli~. .Lo\rem C'!t C'.emp~ll'r:t poetry as well, one 

sus~otc, as b ee .relCll':vi by his bo!llbastio po.tud.ngs, 

look fo:t""17a.l:d to a tho~ ori"ioal aaaeaa:nent ot tho poat. 

To the li~- critic ani rJ.storla.n it u a aubjeot eo f~ 

Ull1"1V&ll.Gd ill Sou~~ Afrioan Eng.l.i.ah li t era.tu:re. 

Campbell apgke t)'£ hie muse as "'A.friasn". ThiiJ chapter 

attempt• to -.amino the relationship betwec. the poet ancl the 

cooiety J.nto 'Mi<lh he wae born. ~el" it esavra (prinaipalq 

thro'QBh an a;pl.Qration o:t hie firet long pu8Cl) to ill:liCAte the 

qualitiea which m..W.e Cenpbcll'a earq poetry aigni:tioant and 

easily d.ietixlguis.b.able from tbe verse of all his pred.ccoaao.re 

in 110uthern Atl.1.oa. :!:"'rom the pt.Wlioaticm Qf The :Flaming 

Tw.raJ?;in in 1924 a fxoah, vigorous a~ :flo'Wt..'<i into the 

stagnn;ting vlQi o:f South Af:l:•ioar:t vGrett. 

The cir<-'Utltftancos QC Roy Cqbell•s early lifer .. his 

f.W.ly, birthplaoo, upbringing and education, hia first visit 

to Fngland, his happy ma.ttiap, th$ mtu;rn to Durban bich 

resulted in hie ~tll:f the 4:1ri at "Banana-lmd•• aff ba 

aboea mv--re or lu.a f<Xr.'evm:, - all those extemal evmts are 
f.Uiar to 1'CaWtX'.8 o£ his no ~biographies. llor is it 

on:r Mcret tha.t. it is difficult to sift the f'aots 1'rom the 
:L'Olllanco for ha £razlkl.y co.nfessedt 

••• ..., aemor:r ani maO-nation work a.e one, bJ 
:t'oroe ext ~ocnmt;tng tbem (hie storiee] they usuno 
ow elegant Bbapea, ani I aa not the one to wiah 

to box'e you with a liat oi facta. (1) 

It ia pexbape, not q11ite :tair to the menory of th• pOet, 
to qoote tbia (or .:ey othe:t) pa.saage :t'rom Broken Reoom.• 

without reoa.Ui:ac tbat C...pbeU claimed to haw written hi 

1'1r8t autobio~ in a fo~ 4tl\Y:s, wt so much out of bravado, 

u to keep 1ihe W'Olf fran the 4Gl1eetio .b.earth. AJ.an Raton, 

reminisoing to a Graham& town a:Wienoe some time a.:f'ter Campbell• • 

death, anphuizN that the poet, 1n later lite, lf8aG aahamod of 

thie "book bocause o:f ita implicit Nazi md Flociat viewa. 

Paton ad.dsd that Dr. Gearp campbell, Roy'e brother, Cllaiu 

that bal.f tho e:&:..,JloitG 1n the book relate, not to the poet, 
btxt to him .. a ~k whicil ( w:be1;her it ie t.rue or not) has 



'fflmt,}V~ it~ p~o:t.,.tion ot ·truth to :f'&ntas;r, Bl.-o~n Record. 

is an inva..l.U!t.b1e :t"eflo~ion crt the young tvm who (as tho ly:d.os 

of ~r revealed) continue.lly thouaht ot bimsel£ a.a eplillglng 

f':rar1 the d~sert, the tt:rotted \laato:s''-; his l.'Oots, lJJm those o:t 
the Palm treee, doep in hie na"ive eou. hie deat~: 

ou.t of tbe dust and the d:rougnt of tbe plain, 
TG C\1118 with the sil.vor hos~ of rain. (2) 

Coupled with hia senait1w app:xuoia.tion o.f Africa, was the 

poWri'Ul irnpo.ct of hie f'a:tber1s peX'Socaliey. Campbell•s 

admiration f'or his father erlea\a backlrordo in tillle ao that he 

romanticize• on too uploita of the entire pat~ olan: 

Far 1M have mver had a shop•ksSj>er,la\tyer, 
pOlitioicn, or pal"8on in our .family, only aoldiera, 
ac.bolare .• rJ:thltJtes, po13ts, dotrton an:l farmers. (') 

This htw-m, a.t ti.i,J.(,¥8 even enr~ing revereuce £or hie 

8n'eator1, is jw.t u ~ret 1n J4:tmt on a Da:rk: gorse where 

the aploi ta at various to:ref&thtms are viV'.i~ 1£, one euspeota, 
not alwa.y~~ v.ra.::iously, draatl.Md. 

Campbell'• father WM a maa of wJ.d.e intemsta, muoh ab.UiV 
am OOIII,p(tlllng faroo o£ character. ~ mlationahip between hirA 

am his aon ll.u mox. tl:w'l a. passing inte:ze.stt it was a major 

~oree in the t.'lcnldi t1g of the poet .for Campball, lll:r.e ~n, is 

a writer 'lhoae poetry it ia •caroely poaeiile to di.Gousa without 

re:fOX"erJCG to the man. 

)(r fa.ther was a brilliMt aob:>lar, 

Campbell wrot.: 
~ was 'brou,ght up to the earJ.7 pioneer life in 1'1hioh 
Eul:opean culture wa.a Q:)neorved and haodecl on to ua ••• 
:.Bl'm\F,!ht up in the vd.las,. ho never lost hie love of 
our wild countr,r, am wbeD~Ver he could. apare a 
millute trom hia work, he waa al. 118\YS hunting r4ld. 
fiah1ng ••• ha was reapeoted. and lcm:Jd. by the Zulus 
far alxwe m:w Of th• miaaioni.sit~g people ••• ~ 
father edue&te;ci us prlrnmq so tho.t w should. be 
able to tmjoy our liWSf success was onq a side• 
lil30. tltlUke a 'bb\Jrgeoie father, he l"8iaed no 
objection to rq baing a potl1t, b~ flttt~g ev«q 
posai'ble acilvantage a-b a, aharing cui dler.l.ehing 
tb.c ambition as :n&uoh aa ~ • •• ire had the run 

l. PA.!OON, 1n ~ lootum am :poetry ::oeming, Grabe:ustown, Se;pt.l95S) 

2. C.AtlPBELLt "!rlte l'alla", Ooll.eoteQ.. Pss.... (19!>5) P•49• 

3• C.A;IP:BELL, Brqloan ~' p.12. 



t:! v-.a:rt t~tJ f.!t vll.d aourJ.tr.¥, both on the lf&tal 
&states am in Rboclosia, rith ho~1 ~d) a-.d, 
~ ll~ 'boob au wanted to lnq-,. uoept novels. 
:ry m-Jn:tl:W.y aGCCAm.t a:~ the bo~p wu ~thing ( ) 
tremezncru&, but he al~'tt p&d it 1fithout a. ward.. 1 · 

~l'tJ.Ooo tad ~~JWJa:: p~:; illd;Lca;ta :not aa.ly the <i;b;ooct 

in:f'll:~noo '\fbi ell tho ~ 4ooto.r ~oiam u-pon hie cxm t n 

reading aotivitioa, bu.t • .mo:t'<l au.bt~. tm presel"))e o£ thoee 

val"aes de&- to a pi.clfte«ring ~ Which YJU.t"e to l:eOOt~ • :tn spite 

of "tho Wind~ t£ ch~E.J .. "' .U.sr.r t o tho poet as lllell. 

It ta t)()cai:u . ., i.obat swh ~ QetrAilio ~t (i®alize.d by 

Colonial a.n4 Zulu, ~o he3:o af nwnexous talea) (2) tr~&Y have 

~Wd {1. nuu.se af !l:l~Se-OUJ."i-cy,. eVtm ~all*& at in=ru.r.tioienqy, 

in 'the Y''l.Ul!S Cl,l;.;!,Vbullt ltwliii~ both. to an wge to rival the 

ool::d.e~nt.S Of ns..,...Jojt1 ~ to 1Ja;r;'ha.,t;;S I&XOIJSGiVO X"oam"d :f'or 

authority .ud treM tion.. An ~yeta o:t Clnpbell '·~ 

poxeanal.ity wculd. be out ot plaoe bG:WJ ~ it Jdttlt help 

to upl.Q.in why he t~mod t:l 3ee 1ihe a~. »tNOY: th~ weak:ne&GOe, 

o:f.' all :f'~la o:f auth.u:ri.t~'i~,. It might, ibr ina'laloot 

illumina:te thoe vu«l qu.est:i.t),i'l o'£ hi:s .luoi:Jt lew'U.~· <-'> 
~fJ.'t'O ia ~t ~g «tmr:t~Jnt in ~ll .~t telling us 

~than it:s autlm:r ir..t4mied $00ut his a-rot1omJ. 4ttitucm 
• towa.xda hia fa.thert 

........ u, ... 

In 1906 ~ vr.rrott't 1Jb& misterS! the first 
~""~.,.,.......,_ 

political utix<e in Natal. the ~ceaao~ of 
1tr;1 ~~1,~~ .. be~~ ot.hor. w:t:;ty va-ae. 
It MU . . a ~t Nnea~im1 bttt not eo much, 
I lhou.ld th:Lt:J,k aa 414 tu w~ae l ater. 
Livi.~...g ey- $~q li:f·& ~·~cw of a fSX'C8t 
~!l&1J.~·· w~cih r.\GV'Otcd. its ent~ e~ 
wl.thou.t being OOl7iDc1oul!J o:t: 1t, en: maldl'JS oth~ 
so, w the ·ue~-a o:: othero, it took me a. lone 
time to ~atand M'W l"'Q:'6 and fP.'9l.4:tl a q1U\J.i ty 
:18 th&t t:mi. o~ t~i:i;y, wbich in hiat anounted 
tfJ t."etliue1 e~J;PCo.ieJ.:cy· vflten it is co.wl~, not 

1. CA:~ ~rs.~, .Btoke£1 r..ppo~, pp .. l;i-1~. !l'h.em ie a eim~ pacaage 
1n !ih!!1. ou a DR!t .. !!m:f!!tt begi~: "It 1'&8 through MY 
tait.er•s eba.r:in@' am d:te~Bhine nw li-t~ bitions that X 
was ablt: to get & ntari us a wr!l:ti~n"..-•" P•50• 

2.. Dr. Samuel~~ CflniP~ was the horo of an incidoo.t in the 
Zulu rebellion ~1 ab& ep.,;t the whDle nieitlt, st, the :ti8k ot 
his li£ef dootor~ am ba.n1.ttgi.ng t.btd.r woundedt n thi.na 
wh:loh thtG" mver :t'o~·" Sea~~ .~cprd.. p.l.4, :fbr A'C 
&OCOWlt of* tb:ia wident. 

3• Campbell'• ti~ on the Spl.l'iieh Civil V.M:- ~anged him. £ran 
Uya Xl:."ige tbr ten ~·· r•11ibell 1a bQaat tho.t he had ldUGil 
mare Fascista than all other ocmtanpom,ry poets pu.t -together 
is, by ntn, wll ~ Be does :oot aM"3 to lwQe ht¥l nNW 
pG8p 0~ politiC$ and 11i eaaB iftelevant (M K:l;i~ l'iQS said) 
to 1a\k• his vio•a on ~ BE»."ioual,y. 



I 
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lAth ro:t\~:4~.u .. , ~u.t iii t:l wit, r.·t;r-.;ua'tl-4 514 «rAiXiJ• 
and wh:lclt ~l!!!f! Etnvy in m rttth«!:' t b.cJirl, tho 
g'OJJel."'UUI adzllimtioa it deaenad. (l) 

lt ~ttld oo eM:r (.'-'8 well 1:l:s ftlolioh) to o~;u)}laaine 

the eft~ o-r pe.t"ental in:t.l~:r.e npnn Cqbolla lnit it is 

~ly :poaaiblo to put too mtY:h streaa upon lbo importJanee 

w t:t. poot ..,:e tb>M 'f11'f.lltJ' odd yt:Jt:r:G in ~ioa. 

:J:rcm:iO&J.q tm ~:rt ~iel:l. q,oting South A:f':ri~. -,moss 

poetr.y ~ ~ir.,N:Ab4.. ot th.i.a amtill.E'.nt,. tel t lllmsolt' fOrced 

to ad-~pt ~ pOijD of th.a :nt,jE\Ct.ed "r.3tad(}:t' of t:t'ut.lt'•.. In 

apite o:t ·th"' hc.:.te am thllt new lo~ti .. wbi<lll bit £oun4 in Eln'ope, 

Oq'Qell 001.Utl tlOV'el' ~ A:f':t'i.Q& ottt ~his blooc!J be owt.S:nq 
~got ll.or ou.t ();t hie :.::o~uw· II1o ~ly mrk lito~y 
ffta;pl.Qd.eatt llJ'i.th fuA Y.tYid.MrJA, ,."ftaJ.!ty am at%mlcth C1f his 

youthful ~~a. 1\f:t'ioa &at& ~boll nhat h$ wa.a • mt 

onb' in i¥)Qia.ftl'ltltJ.s· 

Dia ni• tt:r rcAtlp-f~, heea ... ~ldo 
l1Wlhof' \'/&t 11¥3' vorbnab bot n:La. maar II¥ eJuJent.. Dia 
~·s e-.t'i>"l' u :.:a ~ 1zl EnseJ.a, so l:Uig ... Su.id--Afrll~aarm 
v.o.t jy <Ut ~t t:r .. Fn7~ta.~-e~ aou kan f.ll'lJ'••• (2) 

'hut in en ntiala. Deacribing hie :tJ.rst meeting w1 th Compbell 

in Pl."ownce, 1IY8 ~ eumG ~his wression of the poot ., 

~ems of Wllrl.etakable "& ... uth Atr.Loazmaas"• Krise 'talka 'too 

C1£ th& m~ influence of a.,.-ial, Zlllulani and. th mom a.tstore 

biuteJ.•l.ant1. on C~~mpbell '• 'ftri.tiz:BJ ref'er~ius to 11; as b«Lxc nat 

merell thtr.Q&tio but <.me of 

:flmdar..temull. p<Mel:", elcOllt&l •m:rQ", f:t.eroe 
~,st ;v~:iW.tiv tiUl'A'Ct • ut~e:t;b .. 

Campbell' t~ dt}part'l.l.I.'C 1~ MriQG. Wtlfi tho tttxoset 0\lto<rlct of 
hia un:f'~te (t.l;P<!rie.tlC*4 fiVer x~-<4> 1fho poet•a 

laier love £ur ~ and s~ me;r ll«tfG bebn au attempt to 
l."ediacovel. .. tne L~ of bia ba$hoed; the result o~ a. aearcb 

far- utn., ol~ papn a~ant'*' :tor ~ (ao ho conteaaed) he 

p!n,ed. 

-----------------------·-··-·-'·----·----------------------CA:l?i.!EiLL• ft lj!!o~, p.la. ~ ~t 29r ~ 
wnc pubH.shed Go.t1p ll to £mar. in D1u"ban in 1 • 
iv much i.r.L the au.iibor•s semxW. tone C1d. attitudo \\bich is 
~l:lOiiJrrb oft~ em. 'J!hG po~t's ~~tOOrt tillian 
Campbell, is alllo 8ldd to h4~ hAd. ~ !1ft ?I')!W1' mtine doee;orel. 

K.RIGI~, 1~rst-e Ot:tr!octirc oat :Kay C&mpb&ll ... ,ueth!!'!,:f&:cht1958· 
J .. . KRIGE, "Boy OWiq:~beU", !trek, Vol. ;;;y, lio.lO. Oot. 1951• 
4• Soo :amrm:, ''Thlil Eal at t~e "Voorslag" " ~ vol .. XV .1951. 

ifA.LKE.R, "Feot.JC.te to Voors~', T!!k• vol.-vn, 194}• 
Alao Oalpboll• s am Plcmer' a aoct;Mnt of the wnture in 
their roupo<..-t3.ve a.u.tob1ographiea. 



lt waa thia boyhood. htao mere Qanpbell ~. ot will 
along the aur.t-:pounded. shore, an4 over ~ gnusey inland 

plateaux, aa wll aa the open OOUll'try fUrtb.or Mrth wbea 

he ho~ with hio cousina, tbe.t :found expreesion in his 

first publillbed. poa~ He was h1lJ- OOMCioua O:f thia ~fiC'ti• 

!l'hie, Rhocleai&, and tbe srea.t breeq u;planda 
0'£ Natal, waro my OJ;XJrlonoe 11 A:t.rioaJ the 
equoatrian Africa thAt I love, atx1 it was all spent 
in the ~ c4 the :t'ine old :t81'mW population ••• 
and my ~:tn-.. an ca:preaaion of thie Ab:iQ& 
life, aa I bad led ita acOtJg old •aditiCIIll8 and 

aterling people ••• the Groat Barg towering 
overhead ••• 1bat .a 1Jt:f .A1'.rrioa... (1) 

Be lmolr wey be atrouecl "my .A:enoatt. It waa not ~ 
that he :eelt it belanged to him with the ~eto.17 aense 
,.,. all have ebcNt place w have lcwcd o.e cb11d:rc_. but that 
hie .A:t.rica waa not oYer:! man•a BJ~Dr.l.ence- f4 thia oontinont. 
Now ttorcGa 'tfQre t"ezmentine: aaong the .A:ni"J.can peoplet 

A4amaotor WAS atirrin« 'WlB&ai~ m hia e1eep. CaDJPbeU Jr:Dow 

it and he ~ his ccr.aple"M lack a£ ~:tl~r, his abaenee 
ot UDierstr.wU.ns ot tbe ht;uDt, when he voi<*l hie cliBnO¥ 

that tho land Jd,ght be• 

doomed t o beoCIDI the A:t.rica o£ t!l3' J5i;l800se, 
with tbe artamp of 1'nde (that Samn ifi8titu1d.on) 
on ewqthing. ( 2} 

Faced w1 th oo din a ta.te the young :r:eaotiona1.7 declal:e4& 
I prei'oZ' to 60 down 'ld.th it. art; tbe 

fUturo of 0\11" eoullt%7 18 in atoak, $14 in the 
conao1"'1ation r4 our pre-Victorian culture, aal 
X'\U'1a no riat ot giving 1f11t.Y to the llfhop•lcoeparlh. • 

'.rhit wu ~!WG o't oounch It is not eaey to eatnblilb 

how~ be beliend it twneelf'. It is the old wJ;uea of 

tlw F1Ultiers:!l6n aesoriing themselves• . iihl valuos be had leamt 

:O.'Qil hi father, hom hi• ltro 112. the still~~ colonial 

q.tcouphore of llatal, the paoi;ioa.lq f':rontier socie-ty ot llho4otd.a. 

!l'radit!on, authority, the bacJlaJard glanoef those ueJO the things 

(:tar &l.l the oraolatn be l.Dt off in !R<PJH) whieh he reveml'lDecl. 

Tho wild, ~ l.am, the pb.JBioal pleaeuroa o.nt neoeeaity o~ the 

hunt, the ~ an4 preatige of the man o't aaucm, t12e 

lmn't;er • 1tbl relative unimporianoe of the nob - aU this f'ouni 

~saion in D9 FW'!nfi Tf%'E!R1!• (.5) 

l. CM.!PlELL, Bl."o1gFJQ ReoPal• PP•99 • 100. 

2. ~~ PP• 99 .. 100. 

'• CA.:lP1ELL1 !¥! F!!a!PI ~· cape, Itmdon, 1924• 
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Clbpbell bu deaaribed the raDallUo ob:cunotemcoa 

in 1lb1ah b8 1'D!'O'te b1a tim 1~ potlll· ~ Vf11!1' 

~' w11sh pmctica:tq no •ana of supporting a fauily, 
the OOUple MJ.re4 to a. ranoto ~ in Carna.m.msbire 

whoa therr J:Gntod an old atable £or ~-oix abill.illgD 
a '88~• (1) . 

Zt loaklecl • ....,. ._, h.:t only a. JU\¥1. floor, 
o.u1. the 1t'in1 'ftbiatle4 tb:l!ou8h tho •a.tls, but • 
had 'tha tine ~ CIUl" livu there, livil:lg on the 
cont~ ~oa;tion of ~ tart ta yea:n, 
WltU 1 bad tiniebld. De Fl!ll&M wt!Pl?Ht d 
0\.U' dau8ht• tess wae born. (2) 

!bo poa ho4, &$ 1t were, two pa.riiCNlar &Od•pG.l!Onta: 

A fii.oa am the books whioh Camp~ll bad devourecl• 

1JU reading was ld.u and 9a.tholio :tor a )'OU!lg can jt.c.. 
it, aa oae auapecta, not allii!BP very p:otound.. It incll1decl 

NJ.etJIChe, Baudola.t.re, R!m'baud., llbitman, 1t&e Elizabctharw, 

Dante, Pope's BaDer; ~·· vtrg:U, ~ise ~-. »onne, 
Jl:lokle'• c.moene, c~ am R&bela:l.a. An inteftst in 
Colcmial. verae ball la4 lW3 to Pr.lngl.e, 1'8nclaJl (lllba:l he 

pra.Ue4) Nlam ~ OordOn mt. w.a. Service. tao '}JfJI&r JIG 

ClEtord ha4 aaa..1 ~ to hie a~ varioc1 lJ:toraq 

to:re. Wbilo thee he firat OllCOlmterocl tho emt Bfe'L'!t of 

the ~ 11~ worl4 - the SitwUa. "the nGYI 

~ at BUot, am tho now pxoae ot 1swia"• (3) 

stimul.&te4 'b7 hU apurtcooa and lJ.y h1.a roa41ng, giwn 

tM peace am :fNedan ~ hi• iqllie u:l..tema in ilalea, 

Ccpbell'• v:l.sorou cao.tiw talent waa smntod an o,poztuntv 
l1A171110t~DB m8l1 m1abt erN~'• 1ho :Nault 188 that c tho 14th Nor• 
192' !.E. ~ dOte to JODatban cape, tho pul)liahera 

Dear Cal)&, 

I · think tbia !o a oo:dng ~~ though ,ou wcn•t 
think 1t1 the Jnan bo!Ds a poet SD4 b1e work veme. 
~John shoved :f.t •• and I think it VGr3 goocl,. 
~is 21, aD1 a bel.icrv'c' in Kata ani 3bellq &nl 

iby DiU. witb otiler intlUSDOes viaiblet • but "Ill 
thJ.J1c :1.8 vor;r £004• Be wt111ts a publ.Ssber, .o John 
told me, &n4 I tb:lDk it m18ht pev ~ (espcda11.¥ U 
yat.t ~ the He.1naDaml euooession) to \11:1te to ldm. 
~P Aus•Jobn alao in miDI. A JQbu drawing woul4 
bel.p tbe book, and J .. 18 keen an. tho J!UIIl& boa 
patnWd h1Dl ratber well.... (4) 

1. Althoueh atill of'fioiall7 cliaapJ)NVing of hie aLrq m~i£1.&'1, 
c-.,boll• a fatbezo bopn sendiug the couple £10. & mcath 
aDOJ\VIll0\183¥• 

2. CAHPJJi:LL, J:fit\t e A, PH% RPJ!t, p.a,,. 
3• CIIDp'bell claimo4 that ~r before or eimo di<l ho rea4 eo 

muoh u during h1a ~ at O&tozd .. 

4· - Let;\!P 9&', r£,!:1, ~ ••• ~tt. p • .44(). 
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!he ~ ~e.t'2:e4 to by Lalmmoe waa a.a,bell •a 
•e J?.S;hJt ~ Althaugh he had J.'l89"ar met the autbclr 

m1 bad oaq elanoe4 ~ t» po. in tJpeso:ript in a tad., 

~ GD11sted the help ot E1ll1nm1 OG.rnatt to ptnWi4e c.,. 
to ptlblJ.Ih. In JIID1Ul'J1Sf 1924 he 1'4'0t8 to Gaa2ett1 'Who ha4 

-~~ liliD4 'fibe poem; 
li et:nu.ck me in 1b tacea and is, 68 ltAllla\Vt (l) 

~ional en oli&h to sell. Fu.U Of eohoos thous:b •• • 

aape pu'bl iahed tha ~1ve ttut.t 'lfJilr• He had ~ 

~ to wd.te the ~nt, but bad rooeived the r~ 

llO, l om't wi te about bt ;vet. It '• suoh an 
~ so aubeDnt, viW, lariaht tnat cr.l.t1oierl1 
lsl't oai;Y'J aD\ I don't ).W})&Ct my oe 3~ ~ 
to Jn1b it into wcxzdiJ. ~. rheto:d.c ., 10\14 Cl4 
bcllbaet1o waul4 have aieklenc:4 me, but l hlmt a. cUll 
at.sht ot ~ big ua1er thta nom o: .,de tm4 
~ •••• wt wtmt • l)J!Ofuatcm, mat .tnvent1CIIl, ut 
a waeto ot oolMJrt ~oent, I oallitl (2) 

Cq'bell•a P*Q waa eo startl.ingly' difieren:b :fzomDDGt at the 

vel'Be YPer&ted at the time that it Gbocke4 the oritioa intO 

1. .IA.1RSUCR. loc.cit. 

a. Qooted b;r cap. in T.E. Law:rana• bz hia _tzkellb ett..A.1.La11'l'Gnoo. 
A Ust rd books in ~·• po818as1on at the olaae of his 
lJA iDcl. me mon at the poetry whioh Ourp'bell bad p.tbliabecl 
up to thai; time. 'In a lettor to C.J • G1"eemmiOd. 1n 1934t 
Iereme ~ his ruotion8 to what -.a probabq 
~n l\!Ceill• »ear G1"08ll11C04, 

I began the Campbell fuat • laet 1'10Ck, booo.use I haN 
been in b ~ 'Lor tmw weeka and c ~ Juat back.­
.A1d having beBtm i't, I 4rd.abed it in three eittillgs. !l'ho 
:et.rat 1ntel'V'a1 I aa.14 "Thea ue fools am dl.lnll8c110ola .... 
but ewn 1t1st doesnt~ .1Dcl\lle campbell." 1'he seccad i:uterval. 
I cblmael mClOd &:24 aa:f4 "Thera • e mo:ro ln th1e thau fol:ey • 
Xt•• 6004 1i1 ~·" AD:l now that it is all o-.er I alip 
back to11EQ.'da 117 £kat ~ D.B.L. tlu'Gw cwa.y h18 1"8BaU1 • 
but it M&mo4 him. It 1e .U very well t!!PF« lw'4 ani 
CJ.Ulclc: and hot - Wt tee]Jng 08!Jat be p.W em PQPe:r c~b 
escopt to 'tho ~ oo:onneo. (.nd 11ho ~ to talk to hu 
disolples) without 'bra:lna ani log;Lo and a;zsume%11: to back it liP• 
B1:J7 O&apbell makoa an ua at himself all th2:0u8h• A pit¥ • 
'bGOClSG olear~ he :t,n•t a. naJ. us - CIJll¥ ~hetio. 

It•a the ~n DOif, ~ auppoa&, this l'Bi'9'8t7· U. 
0'~ ft'itea himElelf do1m. u a oJmpleton pn'Ctf am ao 
d1cl Gortrul1e stein in an ~ autobto~. Di4 lOU eror 
read it? She a'lcd.ttf4 to bav:I.Jw o-..ed & i\)rd ou tbr aoa thJI 
withou.t ~ it .... ~anecl ra,tbor p10Ud ot this ... . 
d~ fool• A .i!!!l t t 

Z•l• !fEe!!!! )l b!! :O:'ierda, P• 799,. 
!'hia __,to a 1'a:t:r ~~of the Ca:lpball ot 
!ml!m 1\te.l!• 

' I 

1\ 



• 



.....,. 





-206-

The pre-eminent mportance o£ physical activity ;remained 

a dom:J.nant thaDe ~t Cangibell•a lifef it is evident in 
all his writi.nl» both in prose and poetry. To him, thought 

1d thout $Ction na usele-ss, theory bad lesa value than the 

practical. i'bis led nEtuml.ly to the elaboration of his 

lllll\ior tbene: the strength of the Sl)irit is aehi~ tllroui#l 
peye1cal a.otion, throuah suffering, tbrOQ.8h cl.anger bravel7 
faoei and surmcnmted.. (l) 

TheUt was oothing navel in this idea, nor did the poet 
always pursue it nth muc:hlog:l.c or intel.l&ctual vigotU". It 

was santtthing he :f'elt mthar than tl1ou8ht• He does not sean 

to llaVe perceived the l:imitatio.ne of his philoeopey. 

Csopbell permni.£'16a this aul~ stl'etgth that oat&les up 

mon'ss-mtls. as a~ Terrapin.. At f'irot thie is p'W'W.ing 

bu.t grad.ua.l.q, aa the Terrapin•a outlines Elllel'ge .. olean, hard, 

masaiva, pcnre·cful., -we ceme to accept it.e symbolic appropria.teneea 

in the ootltext. The Terrapin is CJOient, he ia pre-le.psarian, 

he i.e 8tl.'Ollg9r than Gocl. It is a tribute to the power o:f the 

verse that the Terrapin never descems to the level o£ a :t'l."esh. 

water t01'CJoiaeJ rather he asiS'UIOOo a personality of h1s own, . 

like a figure in a ~ or an epic, much a.s tho lihale d.Oea in 

uelville•s novel. 

Tlla ~in·• pr:lmer.r oha:racteristios aze po•r am speed, 

the ld.nd of at~h that ~ tran • 

He J.s: 

• • • the bl..ac'k 
Roota of the imoat ea:rth. 

•••• a great macb:i no, 
1'houghtlsaa and fea:11lesa. governing the clean 
Sy!;JtEI!l of active thillga: the wiDls and currmta 
Are his p:r:1maval thougbtst the ~aging torrents 
AJ."8 moods of his~. and men l't'bo do great deede 
Are ln1t the eexma his awt'Ul Ancy bz!eeds. ( 2 > 

U:n:f"ort:unately this. is :not a. Wr:J OC)naiatent gsnssit:J• For 

:tnsts:noe the ~errapin is "thouebtl.Gss", yet tbe winds and OU11'&lts 

ttare his primaal. th~. It is nat as olea: as it misht be. 

This con:f'uaion is evident throughout the poem in which the aDOtiona 

tm.4 rhetoric vr;a:y ~ euoaeed in clrown;-:qg both thought and 

1. Campbell' a p1'eOCCUpation with this theme is even a>:re pr0l'l0Ull004 
in hia first volume- of 4rics, AdAl!wrtor: 

0t1t o£ his pain, pexbapa, 80lll8 god-like thing, 
Is born ••••• 

Collectecl Poena, P• 22. 

2. CAMP.BELL, "'..i1o Flaming Terrapin", Colleottd Peane, p.6o. 



alonder ~tivo. ~said with tmdue p1qu6 (the critic 

hnd mt out to prow that J.eavinc Atrica had beon Campbell'• 

401filfall.) tbo!·e iD a<me truth ia the j~ tha1a 

In ~ Fle<n1M %'e.Fra;pin he had pzacti~ 
noth11~ to 8'V - only' his ,outh to e.ff'eN$$Ce &bout ••• 
Ria~ trialcing to A:r.rioan d.ruu, bumrt out of 
her Alioe-blue-e;own aullo .. ahe waG blaok but 
canely... (1) 

It wca an 8dlievcaont, howovw, at the time, for a }IOet to 

be able to elt'orveaoe about ~~ while botb the viSOltl" and 

the ~ of his ~ things h8.4 a tonic effect U})On his 

~ (at ~ t.ba fft t1l» mad pootr.f). m.tevor 
Car:pbell.~a PoaD wae, it RS mt effete. 9lia id~ alone hao 

not yet caaaec1 to inn~ scct.h A:frioen mtero. <2> 

Ba\ri:Qg 8Mawd tbo ~ with thoeo masculine 

dut.raoterl.rttiDa whi-ch he ~ Cempbell. brQaght hill, ~ 

to faoeJ with that prticul~ Mr.t.oan image 'dlich was to 
d0'11:neta hie poetl::ft OX1Cie the ~ o:e th& flood 1l'llS ovw:, th(l 

~ 
••• :es:re~ up to 81'f'et the sun. 

Campball niay pgsaibl;r ha.w been ~ by Sla.ter•s :fropnt 

use o~ this~. Or1 tile other bend it J.s a por.fcctq natuml 

irJage f'or 8l\Y mter (pa;rticularq & south .A:f'r.Loa writer) to use. 

!lbe :point ia that f'raa nmr an llQb-ad7 else· 'Wlal it ao peraiatentq 

or so el.abal!'at~· !l.be sun becamo ala:1st an obaeaaion ath 
Cqbe1l, particularl7 in hi& fll:th't'aio poe:m Uhich lie cu.taid.c 

the aoopa o£ this 4iscwJa1on.. In orJO. of hi& ~arable ]m'Oae 

paseagea devoted to the aub.iectthe wrote' 
1m artat ahou1d talco hia instmctiona 1'raa 

the 1n1n, aDi. mt ban the ol~ llhich is 1JE11."0]3' 
tha baz:Lk.,.ol.e.~~ am counter-J'll:lp(lr'a sulwtitute 
:f'or tbtJ em. (5) 

DJO am haviu;; auah stror.g ~iom f'or the pos-t it YO.'U 

nat11ta1 that he alxmld i'iM an &t"£1nit7 Mtween the i'm.Tapin ani 

tbc pr:lma:ey awifco fd tba EJ!'l41a heat ~ light.. Bcleaacct j):am 

1. DAVIS. ~SpoUt Bo3 ill Boy ~·, ~ vol. XV. 
U&rch, 195]., PP• 12 • 14• 

2. Almost ianod:t&tGly !'.f'ter ~ publication a£ b li:'l.agaga ~ 
c.arpbell began hi& o&qJaign ~inst 1:be tt].cmg-ba1:rccl" poeta. 
He wrote in Voo~ "Tbs '11m7 ...a. •poet• baa OQ3e to haw a 
ludicrouo moan1.1'8 in Evglancl - 81ld d~.. Pootq still 
aufi'era~ aarooielly in a «>>iety l;Ua ours, £r:QIIl tba popular 
eOZJ'Iiction that poota •drl.p•t ihe :mauou1:1:ni't7 Gf Canpbell'a 
verse appeala to l:!JII1'0' 30UJ1g sou:th .Afriorma. 

3• CAUP1ELL, Broken R=oo~, p.20}. Soe also PP• 207-8. 
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tb& long 880~ 0!£ his birth, 'the ~~~ diz:la the ib:roea o£ 

~ hia .1<>~ ov«r th& ea:rth resW.t• 1n the ~*.ullm hill.o" 
bu:rotillg into aong 'lhile9 

Hia ~ .~ a &U!lllf.il' tn..~ the l&ni, 
Al!d Wha...""'6 l'..e cmvl.o u;p<m tlle eolid ~ 
Gi&antio i"l.ottora, ~ ~ the sand, 
~ fBllS of blitd.tng oclour all around. 

!the activit,' Gf t~ ~mtin ill ccmtimalq ~a:tiVOt at 
lut a olkJex is ~ "Dust t'hintcan end 

stt::rd.tl up to bciJ a. Z38ll am. :feel the s trifo 
Qt b'nlte-thouehta in tba jungle of hie mm. (1) 

It ia 5niicative o£ the extent to *ich Cezlpbell me the 

product ¢£ a :trontie, t.bat the first ~::an to hoar tbe aU!Elooa o£ 

the ~in ia "13Gll&rapbon, tb4 pr.tul COII'boT', he who ta::ted 

the wingeclliOZ'Ise Pegaaws., 1lho ~ the Gode by his p:r:eaum;ption 

in U)"ing to :fly ~ to tl» OWl• ~J.l.cro.phon iu Campbell's 1'1r&t 

1ml.g;l.m.ti'Y'J incarnation of his belief' tba:ts 

AU thet e;:r~t ~ at ~ bU.rto:ry are 
allied to h~p. (2) 

:rn .B.\'OJam ~ he 1l1"i tea a1:10ut ~ iilponanoe of "the 81m1 the 

f'emale t'Gltl am tb8 ~ J clairling that, next to a ll1&3. or & 

--.n, th4t harse ~ the groa.tcst b¢8\lty aD1 illtell.i6enoe 
in the world. 

OL catD:W C&tpboll (llll i1Boterate leg-~r) mrq l»t have 

~ tbia :ra::l&'tit to Do taken vcq ae:r.toaal;r. It wa&, 

JOl'hlpa, just anoihar wa;y ot Stqi11g 'Sh8.t hors&a aro ~~ 

beauti:fUl a.nimala ani that he a4m.1red thm. Bllt bo inaiste too 

ofton upon thG eom-octton be~ cowbo3'B IUld poetry :to~ tb1a 

pctioul.ar •qu::lb 0'£ hie to be entirely ~. His lldz!.ration 

f<ll! tbG ~ 1Jt M intGluJD a£ ~e b:1,s COD:tfept 0~ the "Doft" 

Eumpean U:torm;r an. til"J «fpa::de" cr:l.tlc, 1llbom ho never tires 

of caat1gating: 

~the Q.~ Eng]isb lit.er.mry ttell, it ia 
ucual for thea to so smt at ~·· .. the dregs at the 
aelf'~-.e !*}.estrian oiYiU.ti.Q:n wUl hate-a to 
oa:re to ita ~ ltbephfll.'d.a a.m f1aho:rocn for iw 
oul.t'tite, poetr¥,. laJr am o:der7 for tbe J!IOd1on o£ God 
haw ~ apo1r1m O&rt cxr dorp.e like Ucd.ina and 
~ aa4 at tba pr&amt &v how mzpJrior tba 
poetr:" of the Irl.!lh, tbe B:Jor, tM Scutl't Amricau, 

~. CA:!PJ.ELL, ~ F.la.millg ~", Coll~. ~, p .. 62. 

2. CAm>JEtTJ, ~ f4!?2~· P'.P•l50-1~ 



tllo ~ ani the c~, i& to the 
dilettmte. "brokml ... dmm,, ~tic and ~ 
8tufi' of moc:lexn ~. (1) 

2J1a W6o$ lU'itten a.:rt«r he had left A:frles for goocl. 

!J!hat it p:t'CG~'l.tocl Q total)_.y OJ..~to poi;:lt -:'J:t T..:.f)ll fl:oall ~ 

om vitu,pemtive attack upon tM "morrtal. Vaste• o£ Col.on1al 

oul:tmoe. inhsbited by auob ~ aa the Fair P:fOrr,hoea, 

does not see:l to have occurred to hiD&. Part of the bitte:ruesa 

o£ hia aggrea:dvo a>:rtie on the Englim lite'ra't'7 world in 

The Geo;z;.aia4 IDIV bo :p\tt doan to a mtuml. diasust at the 

~ atld ~q he ~ in .Pa."ria sod IQW.<m, 

bat ;part of' it 131\Y 1llel1 haw boaa tbe reactions of a raw 

Dootinion ~' ex,pooed to a anoe aultivatecl society. (2) 

Howevt~r the ~ was to ocae later. At the time 

C;wpQell as aat'o in h1a ~lab. stable. llallerophon is U.. 

:f'1nt of h1s COWbo7- poetaa & p%'OtotJpe Of bJuelf in the 

jingling «~epura of ~"• In 1be narra.ti:n the e:rt:ect of' the 

brort.Obo-bu.eter•a voico ia ao e~ tb&t it 1'0WJe8 SSr!aon 

to a. cruel bU't pur1:f)'1ng ao tivit.y, exprosaed in a series of 

~. ~at o:t l'lhich ~ nat~ :f:t'<a tho A:O:iean fl'ontler. 

The~ the vulture. The mamba- fSDilla:r dcn.lAms ~ 

Africa- thlQ' all appea;r witbin three lims, but th.ey are far 

f'1'Q!l boiDg at"tempta at • local colour". !a ~ o:t the 

prairies'!.D!'JdQ ~ • his 'VOice ~ed Saclaon ~o 

•• .almr the ~ OOm:. 
11w1ec1 f.o.rth "tbs fiuatere4 lion 1'rcn its J.a;ir 
J.:ot1 IDftUJg him ~ ~ b,yibe i;aU: 
Tig&ra he ll38lll.od., with tooth ani riyping nail 
Bem:ing their s1;rpps o-r :rim, aDd :f'rCm hia track 
Slithorlng :lim quicl:nilver, pouring their black 
And llquid ooila betbro hia :pot.Z11iillg :reset, 
He drwo the liY:I.d mambas of deoeit. (5) 

1be ma:zabaa :pa:rti.~ Bt"e :pl'B8el.te4 in .. meta,pho_r Qf bea.'Ut7 

am po\101" m.mh aa is ::t'"ound mwhere elae in Sollth .African verse 

baf'ore tbe ahra1t ~ C~A,Pbell. 

In this ~Oll C>:r ~ ~£' ~p tlJo )?08t is 

faithful to bia Dib).i(;al apdsl. ibe strong =en. tlbo ri.su Up 

•• • •• tltrille4 Tlith tho ~ deUght 
0£ tmiX' om ~Q' 

1. ~m:LL, ll:r'olatn ~· p.l.61. 
2. . CN;!PBELL, 1he Gog;sie!., (19}3} 

}. CA'~ "T:be Fle:ning Ter.rapin", Collected ?oeffi!•••r p.63. 



reoAll tha l.1:naa in Genea:ts, 
1bf '*lj ~ tho ~s 'l:hEm the gicts lim 

an earth ••• these were the heroes whaae fame ba.s 
como dcmJ. to uo. :t'%all lo~ 880? 

MIOltg theBe men ia ibc gigant::lc ~ of lloeh (the permnifioation 
of Campbell• 8 poatioal SUpeman) i 

Stii':f'~ '£or ~ &'rerlioU. 

he ie poised, ~to lmrl& 

lJ8d tlmndel-bolta- to pt11"ity 'tbe world. 

JUst ua }'IOetry t1IIJ.'1 'be read on ~llg levels o£ enj~ 

am ~ 80 tl»:m are dif:fe-ren:t dftgrees in llhioh a 

poe .~~~q ap,poal to lA ~eador. Thom are fa poets mo oaa 

capture (aa can~. or Y~'ta or Hopldna) .our &X)ti<:ll.a 

tm:1 Oltt intelleeta equal :q, .so 'that their po~ has .an impact 

upon the wbolo :aan.. lil thia eup;wiD$ gi;ft O~boll is near:q 

almyo, tboueb :lOt w~t defi~. pa;rtioul~ly in this 

ca:rl;r poem llb.oee beat ~ties ara ~minantly those whim 

appoa1 to tn. aenaeo. n.o magnificem aolom·, tho ahaer 

tcnpcstw.Na energy of' the vera&, inc.reases 1n .intemd. \'1 1l:t 
Part Two. \iith u El iJAbethan riahl»aa &IJd eoae (promilid.!lg 

mum :t'or the ~ he ~ wri.te in the fu:W.l."e) <!epbell 

cleacribea. Ho$h and hi8 aat.&a building -;he~ 

When ~ th~ with b1a monstrous aD 
:In tbe pril!leval :tb~, and hi& boya, 
SbapiJ:Jg the Tim~, curved ~heir gcl.atlecl baclcst 
!l"he m.ngan rooked an:1. l:'\Dbla\ C.th the m:J.ae-. 
.Arl4 as the tr.oe. OSte CX'aBhing down lcugthwie&~ 
.Azld !1Pt'8lM their flustered bims 1nto tbe akioa, 
~ pl~ (l()nfcmti, ~zing f.ar a.Y4 :f):oQ.il. 
ftth such A t.atMred gl017 strewed th-e galfh 
!bat to tho ~t the;r ~ & new 
Bat brigb:tm- plaq: (1) 

As a libcle the rm.""'.ra.tivo auf£e:m :f:car.tt too mucl1 'W.'.!Coo:1irollcd 

•BOUDl am .fU:ey*. !Ibat the poet waa capable of axlulat;ing 

b1s tilundar he show heZ"et· ubem ~ is a. ~ W1'0Ught 

er.mtl"ru1t be'fiweou& 

!'.be~ :rocked am r\t!lbl.cd with the miee, 
am the clelioacy ot the "Pl\tl20d eonf~tt.i n 'Clich, 

With aWlb a :!'c6tltem glrn:y utxewcl tho gale. 

5!18 aa:re con'b:Ol ia ~cnt a littlJI ~on in this pa.ssap 

in tho evooa.ti:n linea• 
••• the :ficce 'bu.f£a1ou Who 8COl:'ll control 
Imsb.ed u;p the thum$r t4 tho:1r hoofa am. stole 
L:llat 8he.dowa :f.'nln tl:e pl&i.n.. (2) 

1. CAUP.IELL. "'lbe F'larh:~g Te.rr&pin" • '1be C?l~ ?P!!¥!• •• •P•64• 
2. OA.:'fP!ELL, 1eo.c.1:t. 
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SugestioDa o~ soaring fli8ht aDd savage po•r, of 

fragile lisbtDBss and ponderou8 ve.igbt, richness of 80Ul:ll, 

tozture ao:1 colour - all these qualities abound in the poea. 

As the narmtiw progresses the ERm ainlm, chaos descends, 

the ark is lmmnhed. to asbark em ita svift ODd torriblo ~· 

The dramatic mterest abifts f'.mra the lmrapin to lloah, the 

~ hem atzung in 1Joc%y anl rill.. Ba it is 1lbo atanda at 

tM wbee1 aU night aa the 1t'llV8S .rush pastJ he 'abo t.b1'owa 

hia stcme anchor into Ule braun all oL the Terrapin, 

Bfdding hie joyoua pilot haul hm :tx. 
F.r:am the d08td oazth to dare the l1Ying BO&I (1) 

It ia this eago.rnesa to d.aza, to pit ones life on stzength 

and 8ki1l as do tho hunter and the matador, 'to ClOse (aa Ule 

Boar did) into UDk:noWn Fl.'ontie.m, tb&t fol'UI8 auch on essential 

elaaont in Canpbell ' • ideal man. It 18 not tho 1orro ~ 

iDfl.icting pdn - as sa:ne ban ouogostecl - btlt the courage au1 

auclacity invol:ncl llbich attract t he poeb to that aaaent, 
Wban life 1s trJggered by a hair 
And stmda upon the peak o£ doath, 
Elato, with scarlet cape out..spz&ad, 
Beforo a bull with 1or.erecl head. (2) 

JltJdem urban society tenda to confiDe tbia primitive guato. 

'tt roQiety cJDea mt proride "kt.oa• • men (particul.BZ'q ~ aon) 

will 4i8ccm'Jr thE ....mm.. ~ Secol'll World 1'ar attordecl 

~ o~ this wban people frail ~, C1"fDpOci ~s 

scaetioea f'elt that t.b83' ware nl.iw :f'o.r the :f11'1!R time. 

C&liJbell •a .&.b'.t.can f'rontier had given hill every OP1JOrt\mit,' to 

i""ulge bia seat for "tbrilla" • It ES po:r!'hopa h1s t~ 

that bG l'.lOWr aeoma quite to havo gxasped ths :tact that ..,..... 

aDl JDOre valuable f'om8 o£ ~ than tbat ~ by the 

matador aDl the hunter. 

Noah :la given the chance to prcNe hie hel"oic metal during 

the voyage ~ the Atiq a ~ 1lldch provided C&mpbe~ with 

a 1IOl1dar.tul opportunity to d.1apl.q his ~le desorl.ptive 

pouere. Here hB azporlmanta at~ with vorba c£ 

· ~ ll'&OVGI:!lGrlt - a toclmique wbich 'bocao& porllaps the most 

dist1nctiw toohrd.cal cho.raoteristic ot biB wr1 ting1 

1. CAUP.l£LL, "'l'he Fl•ing Term¢Jl", COlleotE4 Poau ... , p.67. 
2. CA'1P~ "Sonnet•, Collected Poea • •• , P•54• 

''Eatooade .. 8l1d ttTo a pet ooba"' hBVe been cited as 
ez:eclPl.ifyirJg Gampbell•a•deligbt in ~ violence 
and inflicting pain•. Soe HARVEY, IIJ:lW'JeUJ' of BoJ 
canpbell", staDlpunte,. vol.v. PP•55-5· 
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••••• then as a ll1U8'tang oolt~ 
Feeling tbe anatfle, lurchoct tor a bolt -
'f1 th auoh a lu1'0h, 1li th such a. .fralltio me, 
The Ark ~ :tbrn.rd on hR mad career. 

Campbell may lskr have or.-wl'bd hia use o~ ioagery awl 

diotion. drawn :tran tbe equeatd.an ana. lNt it is o• o£ the 

ah:la:r' delif#lta in th1a poem.. Sanetmea tbe ~ ia at ita 

best concealed in a e1ngle wo:z:k -

JD.tled by that ~ :p1'0W to h.i.aaillg hate. 
~ wavea 1mGhed l."OU.Di her in a dzGa;ey' sptlte. (1) 

wt. he did not alw.ya AChiet'e the p.reoiaion of that d.i.stim.tiw 

"zorrollad"· 

:rt weald be tecl1.ou4 to cataloguo the imu:lerable cp:>tatiom 

-.b1ch prow (if' p;:oo£ wea DGedad) that. !Dw FlMt!§ ~in 
was the ohild ot Catzilbell • s xeading em ~ hill AfJrica. QLU.te 
~ f'zaa the IIOUl4ing ef'f~ ilhioh l.ii'e :ln 8Qlthern A:trioa 

had 81'81'Ciaod. \q)OD the potrt•a ideaa And bel iofa there are, in 

the poe, the conscious, obri.oua ref8l:Eiloea to th1a QOntilumt 

sa wall as vivid l!1<QO:I:'ies o£ hia fizst voyage to EQgl.and in the 

s.s. .InkcmJral. 

No more the ~ sJ:.laJ:'k 1l'i th whispers thin 
~ thoir criap ~leeces shGt!.l'od his siokle fin 
Boside the keel ••• 

!X!h~ xeoollectiona blend. (in di:fferil2g degrees o'£ uni:~-) wi:tb 

deliberate o1assical allusions.: 

. .. . like tam Bec:tora at the c1'.1a.'d.at lllbeel, 

with pmbably l.lr.IOOnooioua echOes or the Ancient !.!ariner's 

"4eV11-mttle d.ioe"~ Arnold"• fomouo poa:rl-di:var, mth 

radnd.en of suoh El1sabetban wo:dca aa !Jbllburla1rle, and of 

llaudelalze 1n the Albatross: 

• • • lilr.e a wbi'te 
S1~ of trilQ.Ph. 

Such literary iD:tluences wUl oocur to cost readoro bat 

i t iB \i_,H .. ~ ltbo bns been tho first to draw attention to 
the fact that, aa a 10UD8 lad, Ca:rpbell rem. tJle Cau:dian bn'lJocUat, 

R. • Se1vi.oe.. ( 2) 

SC'Vice is ~ an Engliab•um who en18rated to Omwla in 1897. 
He tmvel.led extensi-veq along the Pacific ooaat ani 1n the far 

North~ picking up au int:lmate lmowledge ~ the Y'u.kon and of 

CA1PIELI... "'lbe Flming Ter.rapin", Collectocl Poems.,. . , p.67. 

See GARDNER, ~ Poe'h-y af Roy ~"• '¥: J!?yth, Jsn.l958• 
. PP•5 • l • 



pionaer.lng society in 'ihe ~ during -t:t. gold-mah. 

Tobia Norih Jaertoan adwntures Service added his yee:rs as 

a war oo~t and anbulauoe driver during the 1914-18 

war. Ria a:1:z: volunoa of vcrao (moetq b&llad.tJ of :F.rontier 

society) were popula:r 1lben C&:lpboll tiM in hiB 'teeniJJ lUgmea 

o~ a BDlJ.ing ~ alone nmd.ng mto thirteon editiona 

'botweon 191.5 am 191a. 

A air.gle ~ o£ Servioe, (most of whose fiOlk laclla tJZJ:1 

complezity) is enough to rovea1 the eft'ect hie narratives mfV 

haw had ~ tba 10l1ng ScNth ldrican. 

The belo of tbl Se1Y1ce ~ u tbe tough piollOOr, in 

low w1 tb the earth, the untal.ed laulo- lii8 :O.'Ontienman 

barboura a l."tXXtaDtj,c, aontmental atti.tude towama frlerdsbip 

ouc1 lODimJ he adr.1il..'ell thlt adftnturer, 1iluJ sol4ier of fOrtune 

am tbe hun'te1" - all ~ 1lbcm will be abaolved fran moat crimes 

because o£ their 00\1.1.'8&9 and tbeir low of f'J:eedan. A few 

linea, takan almost at raDial f1'all his DODSB and ballada, w1ll 

~cate tbeir mlat1onab:l.p to The gl!n1ng ·~in • 

.As Cqbell does, Serrioe proclaimo aan'a ldnabip 1d.th the 

natural -.rl4; 

9loN~8 mmab1ne in tho heart of •• 
117 blood sings 1n the breeaoJ 

'rho mounta.:lmJ a;:re a part o£ me, 
:r 'm :fell.Oif to the tJ.teea. (1) 

He mok:.o8 ~t retoroncea 'to ~ acd W&"':'£~, to m1ima,l e, 

to vest ~ Jat.tered. apacee 8lld to the am. Servioe baa tho 

.esno i'ond.neas 1m" a;proa.ing man's inst!notive, primal motions& 

Hell-hot their hate, at¥1 -vena:1-fangccl t.beir aneon. 
P.e is :freqlal~. hypeTbolical.; 

In one red laugh of hor:tW: reoled the land, 

while the frequent saual imopa of T4! EleiM Terrapin a.. 
pa.ml.leled in linas a10b as, 

••• tl:Je van pool of heaven etar-apNII:.l8Cl. 

Evon iliD':& Cempl:Mllim am the oowboy m~ 

••• he olutdl.ed the J:e1na o£ a ehooti»g star 
or the desoription 0'£ J.ova leapblg, 

•• .£:ra:1 the staTr.y battlemonts ot Death. 

Service waa :f'cad of su.ch ~ aa •blood-cruoci• 1lhila 



the manbel'a at epitbeta 00%11110». to hia wrae and to Oq)b&ll'e 
poan 1Dclud4u caral ("eoral-ldssocl" in Servioe} go1c1, leprous, 

jeellocl, rod, f'eathar,r, white-ld.JlgOd ("white-winged bronobo" in 

GapbeU) glitteril'lg, bloody, barbaric• vast, willl-tlailed and 

the eQipOWld "clim-aie:rraa". SOOlG of the ver:bB in service; 

goBd, l.'OWlled, buret, kiDUe am Y8nl.t, &'n) avon Jl<Jre 

cha.raeter1stic of Cs1Jpbell1s dicti011. (l) 

1'hese (am a good ma.ny other) aimil.aritiea 1n diction 

~ &D1 theme, sugged that tbe rl\Ymtts of Sonice mJJJ bav'e 

had an appeal to~ Duban )10Uth quite out of proportion to 

their worth. Bt.lt. :1:t he bou:owed, campbell heighteDed -

~ his borrowinga tbzougb. the elelbic ~ hia poetic 

ta.let.t. ~t auah elements ~ta.inecl, ( in spite at their 

tranatomation) 'tbeb eaHntial naivete, ia only to show that 

Canpbell 1'131Dained reap<>mQ.ve all b1a lite to the balladiat •a 

appeal.r 

Gathezo rounl •• bo1 am gre;r-beud, trontieramen 
()£ every kil:d. (2) 

1'be:re was JlOth!ng specifically •A:trioann in the 1~ o.t 
the Fl:ontieraum1 aa an Gm'lination ar wq mJnbor of El2glish 

writers during tb8 period of colonial GXp&M1on will show. 

ibat is intel'est:lng in c.npbell ie the extent to which he rou.ins 
faitbf'ul to its tsnanta long &ttor t.b& lb:ontier itself had begun 

to l'OOOde· 

Aa '!!.s.r as the genea!e of South A:t.rioan po&tr.y in ~ah 

is comerned. tbe most aigni noant passage in 1!'le F.lad "I :rtz:r:Si! 
1e Canpbell'a in'foo&tion w lWI native illUHl 

1. ct. SERVI~ op.aitr: 
"Axil rowelled. by the eager stars 'the sld.es vault vaatq black", 

p.1oo. 
"Peorleaa and pun, 61ld pitmacleri with &nOWJ 
Glilapaing tbe goldm cla.c1 o •er ooral bars; ar.. p.82. 

HIJ.ha Song of the Csup-F:ire" 1a particu.larq Campbel.lian: 
Heed *'• :teed a, I aa hl.mgr.y, l an red-tongued with desl.re• 
&ita my lun6e C1t lu:d.d lances, rith my whips that flail 

the m.ght. 
Th• will burgeon into bea~y, the7 will foliate in gold. 
Let me staT the 41a aierras, .tab nth light the inland seaat 
z•WuJ. flaunt rq deathless bannera dom:L the far, unhouselacl 

land~ 
In the vast am -multed pine-gloaa 1lbare the ~ 

f<reots frown, 
BJ' the aulleu, bru.tiah riYers :rwming \'here God ~ kD:Jirs, 
0:&1 the IJ'tarlit oaral beaches when the OO!:tbera t-lnmier dom, 
1D! my beacoDa bumt eml tant as an e'V8rlaatiX8' sign 
0£ 'UlONUng dcmination, of tba !MStel'y of llaru... p.157. 

2. SERVICE, "'lbe Song of the Camp-F11'e", Hb.yn!ea o£ a Rollim stone, 
p-159· 
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Far be the booldsh mmeas at the:!~ :am 
Poets more apruoe, &111 with p.B.lAt ftnge:ra winli 
The bl\18 in garl.anda tor their mrthern ld.D:l. 
!f¥ taak demands a virgin muae to atring 
A 11m of sanae thwller as I •ills· (1) 

!he most rit&l elamemt hem ia mt the oonte.npt expreascd 

for tbe :pale-:till&el.'ed poeta, bnt tho olear recognition that 

poetry is baaed on kaow~ am erpeaence. For the first 

time in Southern Af'rica & poet hai deolarecl hia belief that 

Engliah veraa on t.bia cont.1Dent must be oa:llli tted in B<mt 'IRliJ 

to Africa. The problfm of ita alien nature had 'been posed 

befOre in vazoiOWJ wqs, with T&leying desreaa of hesitation. 

f1'0C Pringle to Slater. It was Campbell who :f1rlft BarJg out 
b1a Credo in the: 

JAJae o~ the Berg, rauso of a 80Ul'llling roc1ca 
Where old. Zambee1 shaltea h1a bl:la.17 looks, 
AD:l aa tbq tnahle to bi8 aw:tu1 DOd, 
Thumer proal&ima tho p1"8aence o~ a tPdl (2) 

Th1a clear annunciation epitQlaiua 918 F~aping T~in 

~ce in our literary hia'to17• If Csmpbell•s influenae 

upon South A:trican poet. ).XL"Wea to haw been minor in other -v• 
it baa been f.l:uitftll in tbiat those who came after him bee:an 
to nali.ze that it waa ZJO J.onawr necessar,y to be spiritual.q 

rooted in England. The dileJD& was sa:aetimea atill there. 

bllt it was no 1~ the 1"eal issue wb1ch 1 t had been. Ccqpbell 

had ehom that litera.r,y tradition could be unitocl to a ll8lf 

apiritual al.legianoa. BJ' 1952 it waa posaibl.o, {sn well had tba 

lesaon SODe home) ibr a South Afr.l.can to pnblleh a firnt book of 

poeu erxtitlecl - stranaar to Eu~'!m-. < }} 

A )'ear after tbe appelll"'me ot Campbell •a DaXrative Slater 

'.Ph& ma1n 11'ld1ctalcm.t ~t _,ainat South 
African poeirJ" b7 Engli&b czoitica is ihat it ia 
too derivatiw in :tom. J.pparaltl.y tb.ey look 
to ne'lf ooUDtries for nar ~arma - ~r a. new 1AV' (d 
writing. Is this ;uite :ta.U? Hew forme• it 
aeau to me, are a product of npe culture, ani a.., COl.1%l'trJ" ia tba laa't plaoa in 'llhiob to .ell: 
t~. H the poeta a£ nar oountr.les intrahloe 
11811' aubjeot matter, mel bandle old foma in an 
iDlivid\1&1. and GbaracterUi1a Q8.'Q.l'Jer• is tbie not 
Q]J. tbat C8l1 reaacmably be expectec1 of them? ( 4) 

1. OAUPlELL, op.oit.. P• 77 • 
2. CA'.IPIELL, "'l'.be Plami ng Tcttap1n", Colle,c:tH Poma .. •, P• 77 • 
3· l3i1'2LER, Ste!PfE to Eu.!op!. (1952) 
4• SL.ru"ER, ,Gen.tenar.y EOok of SOttt.h Afrieu Verse (1925) p.x:U.~ 



Thia 1188 sensible. CAmpbell had ceriainl,;r not divorced 

himself' fm:l the main pootic tradition of Engl.ani (he was. in 

fact, the moat traditional o£ all the El2gliah poets of his day) 

nor would it hare been poasible, as Elio-t has pointed out, f'or 

a poet to cut himae~ off QQ~~pletol.y from bia predecessors. 

What Campbell had dcme was to apeak in. b Flaming T!r'J.lwi!! 
in an 1Diividual voice: a voice which oued muab of its 

personality to its South A:fri.can accent. 

Dle llhole o~ation at tl» poem i8 o:f the sou.thern rather 

tha."l the mrthern hemiaphlml. Tb8 Ark comes to rest upon the 

share o£ .A:trioa, the an:tmals ramping eo magnificel'l'tq fran its 

hold are A.f'r.i.can an:imale: tbe air quivera ld.th brill i.ant light 

aa the poet hal known it in Natal.J naw subjects are iutroduced, 

:f'resh desoriptioas appropriate to tb.€1 poet•a experience. 'l'he 

most auooesst\11 iaages a. tbOse bom of this inf;Jmacy, frcm tba 

eaacr rain which 

•••• fzom the glad ~ turf' .••• 
Springe dancing to tbe silYel" nutes or min 

to the BJmbolio Southem ~, 

Ita :tour aad oa.Mlea drilJping £.roja their wicka. 

The naarr:is,ge o~ l1 te'ra;q tradition with th• ~tier world 

i.e partioularq apparent in the di otian of tbe imooa.tioo1 

!.fuse o£ the Berg, muse at the 80Ul3d1ng mokB 
Wb.ezv ol.d Zlmbeai ebekee hia hoa:ry loclcs, 
Alll 88 they tranble 'to hie awful ~ 
Thu:nder proclaims the preaemoe of a godf 
You. baw beard with •• when d.a.Yligbt drops, 
Tbo8e ga:amt mueuiua at the DlCWI'tain-tope, 
'1'lle gJ:ey babaona.- salute tbe riai:QJ moon 
ADi watched with me the long horisana a1100n 
In twilight, when the lozon }Qaena'e atftin 
Bear«l to tb& clO\WJ ita lonaq te9el:' of pain. 
Now 1llh1le across the night with d:lanal lnm 
The hurricanes, ~ meiste:adlla'ara, oome. 
Choose me acme 1~ hill-top in tbe ft1'l&e 
To 0. lll7 Helicon, aDl let me change 
!l!d8 Wo•~ Hi~ f'QJ!' OM 
That tmmers fiasbing to '11f¥ native aun 
Or in the night huehe• hia waves w hea:r 
Ro1r, al'tl8d ADd onsted. witl;L & sablb plUDe, 
Like & d.u'k: cloud, elaeb1fl8 a ~ ~poar. 
The shade ~ Tchaka atr.ld.ee across the gloom. (1) 

1be Berg, the old Zambeei, the grey b&boone, tha lorn b.J~ 

even the ~ Zade of Tehaka appear to be quite unsel.f­

COJ18Ciou in the pr.mee o'L the meiaters~, quite at haDe 

in the poet•s m'tf'4 prool.a.1IMd Balicon.. ibe eont'l1ct ( so 
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apparent in Pringle who lacked the genius to solve it) has 

been squarel,.yAoed tad tbe poet has placed his bet on Africa. 

The Flaming Terrapin suffers from man,y obviom f'aul.ts: 

lack of restraint, oonfused ima.BJery, O"~er-s:nphasis de~rati.ng 

into the melodramatic, even to the unoonsciousq oomioal. - bat 

they are the exuberrant :faults of youth, o:r artistic inexp!!rieme, 

the :faults of a potentially great poet. {l) In both its 

failures and its au.ccesaes it is a poem of the Frontier .. 

The flamboyant vitality of the verse (the ~ica.l 

exhilaration of Part V, for instance, oele'brating the mornillg of 

the world) springa in part, at least, f':rom the poet•s simple 

philosophy. mrl.le he read poetry in Wales, Campbell d:reaned 

of ha"'ie action in the sunlit wilds for which he longed. It 

ia easy to tire (evan oo early in his work) of this everlaeti~ 

emphasis in Csmpbell •s poetry, on a.otion - on noise, fireworks 

and "bounce"• Once the Terrapin's tremendous labour is over 

be disintegrates, but the value ot' his v.otivi 't7 iB not lost; 

his vigour 18 infused into the natural world.. Usn senses this 

surge of vitality: this ttlife-foroe" miob is so dominating 

that even, 

.... the dark soul, forgetful of his Bin, 
Walka singin« tbrol.lgh the ter.rora o:t: the gale. 

The h0ll088 of campbell t 6 oo,nood - the big-gane fishemen, 

the fine allots, horsemen, IDOWltain cliabera ani rugby :ft)rwarda 

fby and large the kind of' men to ll'hool South Africans still pay 

the most intense homage) are sanctified in a personi:t'ioation o£ 

the ideal. hunter, llllboee strength and courage generate 

fruitfulness and beauty: 

Where each young Hercules, tired o£ the chase, 
Hu lain, the earth becomes a mass of floweret 
His pleated INSOles and his bttrning .taoe 
Are 8lfee'ter to the earth than April ahowers, 
Ani where he alept the .flaming com aapirea, 
To harp 'the wind along on golden wh'ea. (2) 

1. At timu campbell topplea :from bombast into the luiicrous. 
See the acooun't of the Ark's voyage rom:ld the Horn; 

stoops to his diamal cookery all night, 
Am ·with his pant ladle akime the froth, 
Boiling up icebergs in the atol'mY broth ••• , 

or the d.dcription of the dead sailors asz 
"Papooses ot: the atom". op.eit.p. 70. 

2. CMtPBELLt "The Fla!Ung TII.TapiJllt, q_~lleoted l?oems ••• , p.;il. 



'No :room here {u there is JXJ 1'0all £or them on any frcmt:ier) 

for the "pale SGmlUillbulists" or the uuad haunters of the 

mists". 

At the em ~ the pottDt the heroio Noah ~plif'ies the 

poet's most cherililhed values. Noah stands, surveying the 
world, alone on the topnoet peak: of Ararat: 

•••• until the Whole 
Cl'eation on the pivot of hia aoul 
seemed to be wbeelinB 

so that he bec<Doa · 

The axle of the wheel, the pole 
Round which the galaxies and ayatcs roll. 

In him is expressed: 

••• Matter's forlorn desire, 
ThroU&h aoule or men, in miBbty deeds to leap. (1) 

In tha p0t9 Campbell abowa hia lUetgohi&u oontenpt for 

the t~aasee, his revulsion egainat the people 

••• who haw :no purpose save to nmltipl.y. (2) 

Ria version o~ the Deluge was an a.r.roe:ant apologia. for tbe 

aunival of the :fittest: a. d.n"enoe of what he believed to be 

a more vital culture in f ace ~ tbe tyranu_y of bowler bata, 
the degeneracy (aa he aw it) of western, industrial society. 

His attack on Europe aulminat6a at tb.e end of the thiJ."4 part 

of the poem in hi& pa1"'Cly of the Cal'lm\Uli.et llanifesto: 

Youth of the world! •••• 
1fe lie in graves and dungeo.na and ou.r Chaina 
Ar!l ~:t but our own al uggard nerves and veins! ( 3) 

So much that bad b6en at work in European society, (particularly 

aince the end of the £irs.t World War) acientifio. progrese, 

economic and political preuures, social theories • tho myriad 

:faotors ar'"'fecting, not only man himuelf, but man's a1tf.tude to 

man - was not part of Campbell's heritage in the "ffay that it 

.,uld have been had be lived the first tweut;y ~s of hie life 
~J 

in Du:ope. ~:ne the SOuth African everything waa, 1n a~' far 

l e as coaplex than it appeared to m~ other contemporary poets. (4) 

It 11'88 only n.oessary for man to be atrcillg, like lloall, to 

••• s tamp upon; the mountain-tops, 
So ~es.rleas a.t the brink o£ the a.Qyaa ••• 

1. CA f.P..Biirr.J,, op~cit. P•92. 

2. CAYP~. "A Sons' for the People", Collected Poema ... , p.2a. 

3· CAMPBELL, *'Tb6 Flaming Terrapin"~ Col.lect-00 .Poe!na ... , p. 11· 
4• To C. D8¥ !Aiwie for inatance - am Stephen Spender (both o:f 

then yow1ger than Campbell). 

I 
). 



then h& 1ieuld dadnate the univerae. With magni£ieent optimi.SIR 

Campbell declared bie belief in the FrontierawLn: 

l am that ancient h\.lllter af the plains 
i\l&t ralcd. the shaggy flltohes of the Bison: 
Pass, 1110rld: I am the dreaer that renains, 
Tha '-4an, clear-out ~nat the last horimnl (1) 

To emphasise that The Flaming Te£1:!¥!in is the product, in 

part, of Oanpbell' e life in Natal and Rhodesia is of course not 

to pus azw critical jaigment upon it, but to stress that the 

first exciting, interesting poem wr1 tten in ErJglieh in A:erica. 

was wr:l tten ~ a man 1Jhose horne wa.e in this continent. Further 

it is to suggest that the Clll.t of the inUvidual broncb.o-buater 

W&S very pxobably the poetical apotheosis o£ the trekker, the 

hlllrl;er the ~tough-guT'.. C&npbell ta.lked of nequestrian poetry1' 

as being the :fizleat, he claimed the.t poetr;y had come to dwell in 

the Southern Hamiaphere largely because it was really a pastol'81 

art. For thi& reaaon be praiaed. l3oer .POetry ( tholl8h without 
givizlg details of thft poets he eo much admimd) (2 ) Pringle he 

oondesmed on the g1'0W:'¥la (and it is the groums 'ibat are 

interestir.g) that m wa.s not & oolonial, bu.t he praised the 
Australian Keulall as bepag the onJ.y good writer of "B:d. tish 

COlonial poetr,yn. 

Kendall had brains, he was a minor Poe. l1e had 
an enoDlGus and original vocabulary, and he had 
infl:wmccd mo very much imeed. :Li.k$ me he was 
b:r,~ught; up in a llbaling town. and his KerQ!!H.en is 
the :ttdar ~JOY T.l:ista.n da Cunha. He seized :first 
~ all in wrse that 11\}'Bter.y of the lonely island 
•lldflB on the eea. (3) 

Tristan <UL Gunba 1B8 stUl wrapped in ita blanket of mist 

wbtn Campbell, with hia wUe ald. their baby daughter, retumecl 

to South Africa in 1924. '!be event& which :t"ollowed are well 

knownJ they embittered t.he poet :for lll8l1.y years am the bittemosa 

was still there in 1951 when he published Lif18t on ,a DaD: Horse: 

As soon aa the Terr!J!i!l was &CCO:Pted, we went 
back to Sou:th A:f:rioa and .I have recounted, in the 
w~~ZJOOse• \1bat befell us there. Vie ~turne4 to 
England steerage, having been more or lese 'boycotted 
out of the oountrz after the p~blioation o£ our 
magazine, Voorsly, whioh orl.ticiaed the colour-bar. 
Bven my brother George, \\bo had disagreed with most 
of the opinions expressed in it, but bad generously 
helped us with mcne7 when I resigned :fran th& 
editorship, lost moze than half his !ledical. praotiee 
merely beoause he was 11q b:rother... •• (4) 

1. OAm?mT..t, ''The lnami.J2g Tenapin", Collection .Poems .... , p.9;. 

2. See Broken Record, PP•50...5l ani 125-7).. Ro returned to this 
Sllbjeot in J..1sb! on a Da:rlt Horse. 

3· CAin'lELL, Broken Record, P•l25· 

4• CAm?J3E1 L, Li8ht on a Dark Horse, P• 255· 



~- of the vi~\'11!1 on the 11co.lour-ba.r ... whim Can?pbell 

expressed i.."":t VoorplM {:far in.crtance, hi& J.'e'M.l:ic:a on the 

sta.te of South Af'.rican society) t 

Wfl .are as a ra.o.e tdthout thinkers, without 
leadora, wi"hout ewn a. peysical a.r:tetocracy 
WOJ.id.ng on the land. (l) 

seem directly opposed to ~ myth of Noah, t."le ou.pe:rman,. in 

canplete contraet to the frontier philosopey of Broken Record. 

The r.aon for thia double-talk, this char:leleon nature in 

C8lilpbell i:t be10fld the scope ~ tbia work, but hia early writing 

eug{Jeata that the Cam.pbell of Voorsly: was very much under the 

in:t"luenoe of hie colleegu.ea, Willian Plomer and La.Ul"ens van der 

.Post. In hia Collected .Poellls ••• Campbell tantalizingly placed 

that poor and repulsive poem "A Song far the PeOple., next to 

"The &trf''. The disciplined thoUBht of the latter is reflected 

in the surer iDtssery, the tauter, more ex>ntrolled rlqtlm: 

••• .BI.lt as the turf divides 
I Me in the slow progress of hia atridea 
Over the toppled clods a.nd .falling flow~re, 
The timeless, surly patience of the eert 
That moves tho marest to the naked earth 
.A.ni ploughs d~ palaces, ard thrones, and towers.. (2) 

ffThe Serf" appeared in Adama.s.to£, the volume of 

~oat. am satirical poetry in which CSilpbell (in whom the 

themes, the i~s and diction o~ ~Flaming Terrapin bed been 

maturing) sh.olled that he hsd catapulted South .African Englill!h 

poet17 into a oa.tegoey it had never .k:nOllll before. (3) 

The debt to Europe waG &till tllere (critics will pl\1bshly 

never ti:re o£ pointin& out its •xtent ill "The Zulu Girl") but 

here, in these lyrics, a poetry am here too ia Africa. The . 
grandeur and space is there (in "The Albatross", il1 'tiJ.'ristan da 

Cunha"), but it is = lone-r a "namel.ess something". Earth, 

air &Di ooean are all (as the7 had been in the narr ative) 

incarnate with ll:t'e: 

striped with the .f'ieey colour a of' the 8lcy", 
Tigered. with war-paint, ramping as they rolled, 
The grMn waves ch8rged. "the sunrise letti;og fly 
Tlleir porpoise$ like boor:leranga of gold. 

Exploding f:ro:n wtite eotton-poda of cloud 
I aaw the tufted gull.a be:f'ore me blow,. 
ibo black cape-hens beneath me, am the proud 
Whits gannet in his cata;>ult of anow. 

1. CAlfi'BELL, In a. review of "1be Golden .Bough••. Voorsly,vol.l. 
1lo.2. (192't) p.63. 

2. C.A!fPEELL, "The Ser.t" 1 Collected .Poema. • • 1 P• 30• 
3· To the 1950 edition of Ad.anastor Osrrpbell add~ a Preface: 

"Every poem in tbiu "book was written after I had :finished 
and publiebed The Flaing Terrapin- with the exception of •• 
the Teolos;y of .Bo!!g!i' He wrote o£ the lessening i nfluence 
of Rimbaud, Which he claimed "was evexywhem present in 
The Fl "'9ffis T!l"!'!J)in" and aoknowledged. a new debt to 
:Baudelain, Corbiere, Valery and ll:18tral. 
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1'he c.lif:f'-rintlQd ialanda 11hare the panguine naat 
Sheltered their drowsy legiona from the foam 
WhAm evening brought tbe co:r:morants to reat, 
<"1'0ndolaa of the tenpori, .steering home: (1) 

The belief that good is achi.ved thra.tgh action and 

auf'tering - a f'ai th amlOW1oed 1n The Fl~ Te.JT!Pin wbere 

the '08.17 crew of the Ark are "pmged by their agonies" until 

they become :f'it men to mend the havoc o£ the Flood: 

To bmed groat ra.ecH~ and in pride to reign 
Tb:ra;ned in the flowering cit1$a of th$ plain. (2) 

is given a more individual, less turgid expression in suah 

l;yr.ice as "Ron.es on the Osma.rguen. The :poet •• persoual destiey'' 

implicit in eo many cs£ his poems, ie cha:l'aoteriatioally dramatized 

in "To a Pet Cobran and "The Palm". (J) 

In two voluml)s llf poetr;r Campbell b&d achieved what 

practically every English versifier in Africa Binoe 1820 had 

been attapting. The geography of the oantinent was in his 

poeb'y, so wem the birds, the snakes, tht!. animal.ss man himself 

was a at ranger to oi ti.,a, his accoutrements axe all those of the 

chase or ot war, even his love ie a ... hroacbo-busting ~e", his 

t•fieroe" soul enables him, through action, to genemte: 

Speed for the race, and courage :for the fig)lt. 

The poe-t • e achievement appear«! effortless while the po•r 

o:f the young C&'D.pbell'a verse W8$ most evident in the verba; 

charged with his individual imager.Y• One of the chief beauties 

ot ~he FlS!!iM Terr&J',?ip. (and it bas lliBl\Y beauties for aU its 

pyrotecbnioa) is its verbal strength. The close of the l:grloa.l 

section in Part Five where the A:tr:i.can animals, that "torrent of 

splendour" roll out of the Ark, ia a. fine .azn.ple - but th8xe are 

others: This, :far instance: 

llight is a captain lllustling u.p his stare, 
Loud is the stumping of their boots of gold 
Along the :txosty hor.u and deep-out acara 
0£ old bull-mountains sulking in the oold... (4) 

or the deeer.iption of the gathering atom= 

Nov low along the aqline, f'Ul!t"a.i and shagged 
.Aa bears, dense clouds in alow contortions drae;ged 
PoDCle:roua OOdiea, and with clmay stoop 
Qame shsm,bling ak,yJiard in S. SOOlbnl t~op: 

1. CA..IlPBELL, •lli!Ile AlbatX038", Q~.cit. p • .)4. 

2. CA.i1P.i£LL, "The FlamilW Terrapin,., .Poo;p:f;ef!± ""?~~ • •, P• 7 4• . 
3· All three lyrics were publi3hed. in .Adaraastor. 

4• CA.'(J?:BELL, IJ."he Flaning Terrapin", Collected Poems ... , P•92· 



Li.k:e ~.d.e~s sbatt~J.>tsd out of clif:f's, then- chaps. 
Cr!lllU:od idth :reoo1mdir~ oonlit&. :frc.."l deep ~aps 
Exploded thunter, and. with jagged ~"' 
1fluahed .f&J8S of deathly pallor on the d.a:dt. 
Drilltlld. by the level alee-,, aui lashed with spra::r, 
ContmmdeO. in 'the gloom the aailoJ.•a lay.... {l) 

After tl".te pallid ink oozing :rrcm naolonia.l q pe:!W, it wus 110 

wonder that iniigenoua writers were inVigorated by C&mpbell 's 

first publication. Years la.ter an A:f'rika&ns poet expressed 

his reaotiont 

Eu dan gebeur dit, onvexwaga in 1924: The 
Flaaias Terrap¥1 van 'n twee-en-twintigja.r~ 
R07 Campbell bars ona lugruint binne, en aJ.mal 
staan oorstelp deur 4ie vaa:rt en krag van hierdie 
vuurpyl, die })rag van oopa.keureude vlam en die 
geel en g:r:oen en blou atea:rereen van bee1de ••• 
Na die saai, al&p en neulerige vertJ ko.a by met 
• n poesie vol dri:f ~.n h!U-tstog-;. 'u vers ertergiek 
gelu.i en wat as reakaie wer amper ter ver gaan. (2) 

Oppeman aeens to have ove:rest:imt:~:too. the extent o£ 

Roy C.pbell.' s direot int'lumoe tt_pon Sout:l:i A:t::cl.c:m lll'i tirs~ 

blrl ha very probab~ hflB not OV0rapha.aiud tba 3tartlld delie,bt 

with which, in 1924, tmy aocl.aimlld .~~, ~irfi Terra en• 

1. CAHPBF.!JJ•op.cit. P•71~ 
2. OP.PiffiWl, nRoy Campbell en diG Suid-i\.t~ Poe1!ie•• 1 

S~Jam'te, No.31, PP• 4-15. Opperman stresses the 
influence of Campbell's life upon the poem, talks ot: 
him u tlw spiritual father o£ the •'DigtenJ van Dertig" 
(with the exception of Elisabeth ~bera) alld speaks o£ 
his having developed what illight almoet be oalled a 
Scn:tth-li!'r~.oan idiom. 



That lfSS the Mrica. we krlelrt 
Where, wandering alone, 
We saw, hftraldic in the heat, 
A scorpion on a atone. 

~e Soo1.yion. Wil1ia.m I'l.omer. 
I -

William PlaMr, born in Pietersburg in the Transvaal, 

recoms that his first aigni.ficant me:aory ia at a brilliant 

spring morning at I.nuie Trichardt. Be was only twenty-one 

when the Voors!K vent~ abor·ted.J hie disappointment, his 

oo:ntempt :for 1fb1te South Africans, h1s rejection of their 

society 1& beat apraiJPd in his own wrds: 

In 1926 I began, to~the:r with my trier.d 
nr. lW:f campbell, the first literary movement in 
SOuth A:f'rioa. The reader ma;y find it strange 
that we should have thought it worth while to 
pay aay respect to culture in that coloey (our 
na.ti ve land) <r#J:: which a amall white population 
ia epread like a blight. Naturally our action 
came more out of SJDlpatey 1li tll the oppressed 
nativ-e races than out of enthusiasa for the 
ao:nnbat momtonoua sCGnery of the veld, tha.t 
blasted. heath, e:ld for its uncivilized white 
ownera. 

In Juoo we fltarted a monthl.y review, Voor.sw. 
s.nd in spite of continual. illter.ference we were 
able to prod.uco two tolerabl& llU!llbers in wh:ich the 
interests of bueineaa man, party politioiarut, 
paint f'anciuo, half~ blue-stocki.nga, ani bal.f'­
utted eatc.hpenny ink-spr8Jers ~re reduced to a 
minim1.mlJ aDd in wll.ioh life, art, m1d letters were 
judged by interns.tional. a.m aesthetic rather than 
by parochial or :patriotic stsndru:de. ~font the 
appearance cf the third numbar, howawr, we we.re 
a.elmd to put ourselves in su"b'dasion to a 
"bwdnese editor." 

We consequently r4oif!l4ed, .. ~..deming Voorslag 
to thie CO!J!t.ercial d.igni ta:ry, a gen1al and 
reepeotable t:radu•pereon, to whom. I oonoeded the 
right of publiabing the conclusion of •.Portraits 
in the Nude" (most of which had cane out in the 
f'irst two nanbers~) in ordftr to Jlr&~ for our 
read.~rs of the paper 'the integrity of the .tory. 
:For this eonoossiou I EB rewarded ·by EBeing lfJf 
work printed in a :rora differing :frO!ll that in which 
I wrote it. Coloniv.l squeamishness had dem.a.n:ied 
in the last scene not only a fig-leaf wt an 
illegal opa:ro.tio.n. '!be deliberate a.nd int!tJtCUS&blo 

.mutilation Q£ a •,'!S. is typic..al. ·:>'f the colonial 
atti tuie to ou.li.'Ul."'e, an attitude which m15ht bs 
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ccmparedt mt unjuatly, with that of a clog to a 
lamp-post. However, that artists cannot live in 
South Africa is a fact that has been :fully demon­
atrated by the livea a£ Tha:oaa .Pringle, Oliw 
Sobreinsr, and others. ( 1) 

Planer wrote thia :from Toqo in 1927 mere he bad 

gone, in t~ 0t111:.pany of Laurena van der Poet, to lick his 

wounds am to see mom of the world. 1.be snarling tone is 

wxleretandable. PlOlDBr' s talents and. enthusiasm bad 

burgecmed early. I speak o£ Africa iooluded seven short 

atoriea, two npl.fws for puppets"' and three "Short Novels", 

at which "Portraits in the Nude" had attempted (according to 

Cmlpbell) to: 

•••• tbraab a craven race 
And hold a mirror to its dirty face. (2) 

In tb!t same year Planer publisbed a volune of verse, Wla&alaingl.y 

entitled Notes for Potm&l while his novel, Turbott ol:t"e had 

burat upon the sleepy South African literary world with the 

effect of an exploding grenade. (3) 

Eighteen years later Planer "a sadder and e. wiser man" 

wrote from Englan.i with admirable deta.cbnent and critical acumen, 

explaining what he bad aimed at in the mYel am offering an 

assessment of hie achievement: 

~ impulse was to present, in a :fictional f'om, 
partly satirical, partly :cyrical, partly fantastic, 
some at rq own impressions of Ufe in A:f'rioa am to 
eternalize the tumoil of :.feelings the;y had aroused 
in me. I bad. no intention of dJ:oawi~ a self-portrait 
or of givi.t8 a naturalistic account of .A:f1i.oan life. 
Some'bO<Qr called the book 'expressimist •, and like 
mau.y first books it saggerated the literary faults 
am. excesses of its period. To apeak of it us a 
novel is perhaps a misnaner: it was a violent 
eja.cul.ation, a protest, a nigh"tri:zare, a phantasmagoria -
whiob tl» dictionary defines as •a ahi£ti.ng ecene of 
.real or imagined figures'. Judged. as a mvel it is 
vesry de£ioient. By realistic standal:ds, the story 
or plot is ~a am somewhat absul:d, am. it was 
!X)t even well constructed. ~ main dlaraotere are 
neither wall drawn nor eonvinoing, the development is 
episodic, am. the whole proceeding is orlde and 
immature, and disfigured. by an unpleasant superficial 

1. PJJI'.lER continued: 
.. Portraits in the N\lie .. is bexe printed for the first 

time as it was written. 1be boOk as a whole mQ\Y be more 
tUlly understood if read in oonjunotion with Hr. Campbell's 
forthcoming poema, which were mostly written at the S8Cle time, 
in the sane plaoe, am., to a great extent, in oaDmunity of 
thougbt. I speak of A:.f'rioa, pp. v - vii. 

2. C.A:lP3ELL, The W~se" (1928) Collected Poems ... , p.254· 

3· r'Turbott Wolfe bears the date 1925, but in fact, owing to a 
printers' atrike • • • it did oot appear until the following spring." 
Double Lives, p.l86. 
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smartness or vulgar cleverness. Nevertheless, 
th• book is not wholly without merit. If it was 
crude, it had Titalityf some o£ tbe minor 
oharacters are mted with skill and true feelings 
and thexe a-re scenes, passages and pb:ra.aes which 
aze at least mt banal. In my opinion its 
justification wa.a that ar an origiml sketch-book, 
an outburtl't of poetic i'J:'erusy on the part of a 
soUtar.y am emotional youth who had not reduoed 
hie 'tibmlBf;lts to order bl.lt had reacted convulsively 
to his amr.rounding&J and aleo (in 'the wor ds of, 
surprisingly a South African cri t1 c writing 
fifteen ~are &f'ter its appea:rame) as a picture 
of world dominated by race :fear am race hatred, 
and 'a xevelation of savagery in a vaunted 
civilization•. (1) 

Thia sensitive, balanced sel£ criticism would naturally 

mt have been possible far Plomer when he ebarlmd with his 

family upon the a:lventure o£ running a trading eto:re in 

Zululalxl. A )"'uth reacting ••oonvulai vely to his surroundings" f 

"a picture of a 1110rld 'dominated by race fear and race hatred ••• 

a revelation of savagery in a Y6Wlted oivilize.tian": these are 

the 1118\!or themes (however lacking in :finf.tsse their })1'Gsentation) 

in Tu.rbott Wol.f'e. 

Plcm.er attaclmd :f'rontieranan and settler with a r uthlessness 

matcbed only by aon:~e oE his om characters. All tbe mrrowness, 

stupidity, brutality af which hunan ~are capable is 

presented as abaraoteristic of the white man in aouthem Af"rl.ca. 

He knows m pity, m charity, m feeling for hie fellow-men: 

he is corrupted at the VOJf¥ centre o£ hi~ being by the e:> ciety 

in which be lives. 

Almost in apite a£ itael~ Turbott Wolfe exercises a 

fascins.tion over tbe reader, who is seldan boX'ed • thOilgh he 

may be anused or even &hooked. The imperfectly suggested 

characters (often little more than oar.i.oatuma) succeed 

remarkably well in cmveying Plomer•s repulsion at the racialism 

which appeared u natural. to the Frontierana.n aa hie skin. 

1!lere was nothing very subtle about Plomer' a attack. Be 

aketohed tJpes faniliar to South African :socie ty: Ure. Fotberingb~f 

dogged by "servant trruble"a 

"0, w do bave stuil bother with the servants. 
Tht\Y are such curiowJ creatw:es. You w:>uldn't believe 
it, but w have to do ever.ything ourselves." (2) 

1. PWJER, Double Li,ves, p.l87. 

2. PWIER., Turbott l ol£e, P•44• 



and Fle a.b.e 'lilo: 

used to liw on au.oh maize-meal as might be left 
owr b.Y his aenatrt.s, helpi»g himself ou.t of their 
po~, though he never had a flOOd 1t0%'d to 118i1 :f'or than. (l) 

In :taot, Flesher C'lll Bloodfield are {as their na:nes Sltggest) 

positively unclean. !l.b.q polluted. the T1J'1!3 a.irt 

Give me a sood old criminal lunatic any day, 
rather than ask: ae to bwathe the S&tr• air && 
Flesh.- 8Dl Bloodfield. (2) 

Planer's whites are sadistic, maniaoal, depraved.J destroyed by 

the }qpoorilJ7 am race hatr.d which vitiates their hunanity. 
He was 1Diiecr.l.minate in his oomsrn\9.tion - neither the 

pioneeril'c "Rooinek" nor the Voortrekker esoaped the hissing 

l.aah of bis"Voorslag... The portraits were SlJllerf icial.,without 

p&JChologioal deptht b\It mt without clarity of line Q1" :fbrce 

o:t impact. Here is bia description of the frunders of 

Auoampetrooua: 

Venturing like Scythian& over rocq Ulimitablo 
wastes, in those day& umeaaured., the;y had caD& in 
mighty tented waggons thst oreabd am groaned, crude 
magnificent a"ks, on etupa'ldoua wheels, :fbroed up ar.d 
dam the rcadle•a W'leVen billa by straining tesns o:f 
titanic o:mn. 

There •m large gross men with flag-like bea:rde, 
peaaant-mims, am patriarchal names and mSllDltr&f 
begetters of ohilcba. There ware large gross wanen 
with wooden limbs am load voioea, bearers of ohildrc, 
their harsh heads hidden in prodigious flapping sun­
bonnets of sheer black, as wiokeclly significant as tbe 
:tell wings of W1knom bil'da of ill-omen, in a J.az:mcape 
of ol.ea:t' dusty blue, mel in an atmosphere as subtle as 
time and as vast aa eternity. (3) 

1he injustice a£ Plomer•s J10!t'tra1t8 was a measure of the 

inJustice am bypooriQ' that had OalSed him to react "convulsively 
.. 

to his surrou:rllinge". Man1' of the imidents he narrated read 

lib dramatized veraicna of the criminal reports in South African 

newspapers. SUch things were surely not the m:rm in Natal 

(either thirty years a&O or to-day) but Plomer had seen that 
they did oeour. He knew that they poisoned society. Takhaa.r, 

the fantae11c, f anatical Boer f'm:me:r, the central figure 1n 

Portra1ta in tm l:llne, e.pitoraisea all that his creator a.l:ilQrred 

in the white South A.frioant 

~ two bmtbera bound hie wrists with the reim. 
He made no resistance. Frana p:roduoed a knife mel 
ripped of:t Shilling's clothes. Wben he had done this, 

1. PJ.Al~R, 1\lrbott ifolf'e, p.;o. 
2. 1,2!!: p.;52. 

3• .!2!i= P•34• 



he jabbed the point of tbe knife, bere a:nd thre, 
into the Kaf'tu• a fleah. ~e two bxothers botm.i. 
Shilling to the wh .. l of the waggon. Wh.ile they 
wre whip,ping his f'aoe and. stomach with tb.oir 
sjMboks, TalWur, who had seen, f1'an one of the 
win:lon of the house, what was ao:l.ns on, osme out 
with hia holy bell. He eaw, in the aceJle befo~ 
hira, a aymbolio aacri:f'ioe.. . He did mt interfere 
w1 th his sona. Re stood, a.t some distance fi'Om 
t~, his eyes half olosed, a:nd :rang, slowly and. 
solemnl,y, hia bell. (1) 

Planar realiMd that the hon-or o£ the situation was not the 

natural ~mier oC!IlfliotJ the tension between colonizer and 

savage, but the eanoti.f1oation o£ tot&l.ly self-seekirw 

morally inieferJeible attitudea of mint~. 

Indignant a.t'lPr was not the only emotion Africa arou88d 

in Planer. Enldel llphah.lele hae ft111m.iced on the "romantio 

nostalgia"· evident in Plomer•s descriptions of the oruntr,y. ( 2) 

He bad learnt to love much that was Africa duril.lg his abildhoodf 

parti0Ularly be liked the people whom he deaoribas with 

a:t.fectionaw ranembl'allOo il2 hie at.tbbiogra~. He did not 
pretend to u.Meratand. the blaak man - all that he stressed wa.e 

that tbe A:t.ricsu is indeed a man and that thcae (missionaries 1D 

partioula:r) lho inaiat upon treating him as a waywam child, have 

not penetrated to the heart of the matter. 

The miasiozary oharacters in ~Turbott Wc:>l.:re range £rom the 

maohronisUo Fotberingb.q ( llho occupies himsel£ in Au.oampstroea 

studying ~ral41.7) to the viaiorla.r;y Friston, who turns out to be 

a C'om.mu.nist. The rcot cause ot their :failure is explained by a 

character callal Frank, who ( in an analysis of various types of 

missionaries) makes a statement whioh is repeated in vari.oue :rom.e 

several times in the novel: 

1. Pro.48R, "Portraits in the Nude", I SJ!ak of Africa, p.72. 
Plomer R$ not eo crass aa to imagine that the tensions in 
~th A:f'rican 10ciety were soleq the creation of the Afrikaner. 
Eigb.teen years later; thouf!h be deplored tbeir "short-llisbted 
vien and unjuat treatment of the indigenous irlbabitonte of 'the 
o<Wl1;r.y" be •:rote alaor "Their imagi.M:ti·oo, tolerance, fPod. 
hllnol.ar, beauty am geooro.sity. As a race the South Afrioc 
Duteh may wll prcd.uoe men of tlia'tinotien, end mt solely in 
the IJI)here of pOlitics ancl war." .Double Liws, p.l60. 

2. JIPHABLJU, ah! :«on-~ean Ohnrao:ts- in SO\.\th Afrlom 
. ~ish Fiction, p.~l. 



••• do not allow ~lf io believe that, 'becauaa 
~th A:frioa ie paint~ ~cl upon tbe mSf> and baa 
at prea.nt a wbi·Go population of a. million 8114 a 
half, it is in oorweq\.WllQe a white man's oounw. 
It is no1hing o£ the &Ql't. It can never be 
&JV"thina 0\Q & black, or at least a oolo\ll'ed man's 
oountr,r. (1) 

Planer procla.1med hia opposition to the hontieJ' JtbJd b7 
h1a noognition ot thie taot1 that the m"ority ot people 

who live in Africa are black an\ must aooner or later (whether 

the whi:te settler likes it or not) anume a position in this 

continent oonaonant with their hunan 4ignity. 

The A:fricana in i'urbott Wolfe are myaterious, enismatio, 

abadowa thl'ollrl oc a &cnexlJ but what life they have is the 

life of people. They ba.te, love and fear ae do other men. 

They have the dipity Of tho old man who aU)lpcrted himself by 

making "a pooul.iar ld.n!. of oaahe-sexa made a£ the leavea of the 

wild. ba:nana." 'Dleae he sold to the atore-ksepu MacGavin at 

wholesale prieeat 

When he oame to the store 1 t was al ~a at some 
odd tim•• men them wu no~ el.ae about, either 
ou avers bot afternoon or just after the aton had 
been loclmd up, or at dawn, ar:- when the moon was 
riaina• 1:£ be aaw JlaoGavin, the 'buai.ness was soon 
~Mtttl.ecl. If he encountered Hras. JlacG&vin, he would 
waw hia bundle ot WlDlentionablea riaht um.er her 
nose, ealutina her with hie n-ee hand and uttorin£ 
all sorts of hi~·flown atJ1 whol~ ironical oompl:lmenta 
bofbre crying the virtue& ot' hie .ana. liothillg 
annoyed her znore, ae he verr well knew. She al.wva 
told him rule~ to wait for her hueban4. lf it was 
Frant he ohamecl to :f'ind, he would say with real 
politeneu, •.§a' uboQ!a !!!!tw&na l@ }&wini Victolil• 
Greetinge, child. of Queen Victori.&l Thia became 
sbortenecl later to 'Child of the Queen' Elld at 
lut eimpl.y to 'Child • • 
••••• 

•How eM ~u allow that dirt7 old swine to oaU 
~u. "child "I' exol.aimed t.taoGavin. 

'l'lby be's old enou&h to be 11f1 gra1ci£atherl• 
F:Nnt Ntorted. 

Frant' a point of view secned so fantastic to 
JdaoGav1n that be laugh.ci a shortt harsh l8l.J8h. 

'Jiy advice ia, don•t stanr:l &tJ¥ cbsek fmm &JV' 
nigger,' he ea.id. ( 2) 

Thia ia the Fl'CI'ltier ll.ind at ita Qrllleat. Plomer waa eo 

sensitive to it that in his verae he euggerated the white man•• 
hypooriq. ventillg his biignation in attacks upon auob hitherto 

revered :f'igurea aa ''Tb.a Explorer'' end ''ihe Pioneers": 

1. P.L0".1ER, Turbott y.rolt~, p.119. 

2. PL<NER, !rhe gbild o~ Qu!c Victoria ... , p.,6. 



fhe et:reet, the store, the atation, especially the 'bar, 
Show what the fa:thers of this t:in- 1;own 1la1n stxeet are: 
Moustache• waxed, these .cwmmotba lean ou counters, 
Old rotting "hales ashoxe and thick wi1b flies, 
Their blublMr proof to bullets and to kicks, 
Fill up theiz gl.tta and blow ou.t spouts of lies, 
'lalea ot rebellions, cannons and encounters, 
.aetore their Or&in..~ d.ri.ed up in nineteen-six.. (1) 

The strength and oourage of the ht!tl'Oic pioneer has bten 

tranaibrmed by Plome~ into the eomelllat crude image of the 

rotting whale, augeeatill&' CUIJlbersane bulk, size without mobilitya 

breeding nothing btlt de~_!q· ,'lbe author's debt to the Oampbell 

of "A. Veld Eologat!U The Pioneers" io obvioua enoughs 

.For 1bough the times were hard they could not bilk 
Their brains o£ nonsense or their guts of millq 
Ani latld up9n the hills with 'lllf!frrY olq 
The gra.n4 old ea.ga. of •Fe~ira• rat~g, (2) 

but the satire is far lese trenchant. Plomer never achieved 

tbe memorable jabs: 

One touch of tar-brush makes the whole world kin, (3) 

or the sharp, antithetical etruoture of peu.-ts of The a..yW?oau 

OUr st\UJCly pioneers ae farmers dwell, 
And, 'twixt the houm of stX"enuou.a. aleep, :rela:~t 
To she&r the fleeces or to :f'leeee the blaokB; 

Living in e. society whose whites perpetually boaeted o£ 

their role as ~rdia.ns of "European civilization", Planer 

became particularly sensitive to 'lbatevel.' wa.e synthetic am 
vulgar in Westem life: 

These are the Victoria Falls, whoee 110iay gu.shing 
A;tt:racta a noiay and a guahing o:ro'lld, 

(4) 

Who rush from every oountry in the W'Orld to ga.pe . 
At this cascade that is the usual ahape. ( 5) 

The brainless globe tl!'Ottera desecrate the b$auty am the 

silences of Afx'ica with their idle ourioaity, thei;r meaningless 

eha.tter: 

ThAI K&ffimJ? Black as blaok, they live in auch 
quaint kraal& -

They're duaty, toot TM gl'eat thing ia to see 
the Falls, 

IJ.be 1'8inbon ani the Rain Forest, where we all 
wore mtwld.ntoshes, 

Admired the :ferns, and' we.t<e so glad we'd all 
'b:rougb.t our goloshesl (6) 

1.. PW.O, "f!ae Pioneers"• Coll8cted Poems, p.19. Uaey of the 
"A£rican .PMme" in this aidition have been revised, aometimea 

though by no means always, to their advantage. Here "Main Street't 
l:lae been aubsti tuted for "hamlet'*, while the sixth line ia 
oond.GDBed fmm: 
Fill u.p 1hed.r lU13gS with boer &)1d blow ou.t spouts of lies. 

2. OAMPBELL, "A Veld Eologue; 'l'b.e Pio.rwers", Collected i?!ffis, p.22. 

,. Ibid& 

4• CABPiELL, "The 'f~J&VI&OO&e" (1928) Collected ~s, P·24'• 

5• .PW.JER, "1'he Victor1fi Falla", Collected Poems, p.26. 
6. rbid; 



1luch of this ( ell}leoial~ in tho origin&1 veraiou) ill very 

olunsy w1 th nothing o:f the :t"::\t)ior cut ani dash Of a Pope, 

lllCkirlg the foroe of .CsmpbaJ.l•a wr.it:U:.ag in a. aindla.r win, 
but l?lomar•s deliberate usa ~ colloquialisms: 

A female tOt.'a."ist :t~r~"es, "Weh:e keen as keen 
On AfricaJ It's dtlety- lmi:, my dear, 1he ~" (l) 

of:f'ectiwly pin-pointa the type ho wa.o Bttacld.ng •• Cmpbell 

wae often simply l'Ude; Planer tmioratood better tho po•r 

of understatenont ani iron.,y. Bia verses (th.ouell Ul:lieVQn, 

c~ many poor lines) omUd. pr;o-oba.~ not have bem wri tt«l 

fran the same point of view while South J\h'ica 1raa &till 

entirely a. frotdiier aocioty. A:f':clca waa entering a nmr phase 

in bar history and Plomer re«>gnir.sd this. The last £rontiers 

woxe dieapp~ in the fBQe of imreas:lng urbanisation. 

bts ·;ould resort moxe and more to oatire ani to ~cal 

verse dealillg very largely w1 tb the o:>l'lfl1ets, tba tmsl.ona 

produced :l:n a mul.ti ... raoial oou.n.try in 1he grip of an :indlstrial 

and social l'€1Wlutian. 

PlWt$rt 3 Atrioan V$l"SOs ~ noorJ;r a.ll prGOCQ.lp1ed with 

socio-r.aeial probleust 
"!he Golden Oi tyt• 

Yfi th la1tJ ft.Pe-&:~.taa 
Arli a sbri1l bird-voice 

?."be '\Ypiet 1n he::: bath 
:ra able to rejoice. 

:But in tbe atreet they lead 
A bSsta:rd man to gaol, 

Hia heart with ~er black, 
Ria sld.n with termr pale. {2) 

The comparative reticeu:JOe oi' tbie, the attempt e.ii OOlltl,!Ollecl 

irOl\\V., ia new to fou.th Atrioan vere~t. Qle at the reae:ons £or 
'lhie new tone wae, o£ oourse, ~he revolution occurring in Englieh 

poetry. Plcm.er wae awoeptible (tar more than Canpbell 11B8) to 
the oontanpOl'a1':f literary movement# in Fmglani. ( 3) This 

1.. Plil'iER. ''The 'tlioto.ria Fall.Su, Collects Ppema. 
2. PW~ ~ Golden 011;1''• &.otea ~Cil: l')QilS, (1927) 

The reriaed ~~~im1 soems to me, 1n this caoo, to bave 
loet ita pl.llJ.Ohz .. Singing in ihe Bath«. 

With thick wbite ar.ms 
.Anl a sip-syrup voice 
11he 'iypi~ in her b&.th 
Is l4'blo ·t.o rejoice, 
·u:nlike tbe ooloured man 
.i3eing lei &Vi1V to gaol, 
His heart with iueul t bruised, 
l.iia skin with torror pal • Collected POC%:18• 

3• Camp'bell wml r1ot t.Ulaff'eoW by the :pot'ltry af' the Geor(tiala 
(he wrote an approoiat1w review of 'lhe Waste L!!fd in Vo?!'!;la:ts ~ 
and admired Dlitb Sitwll all hia life), but th~ exei'Oised 
little or m dil'oct influrJme upon his poet17. 



BUSceptibility 'lfM later 81Ji>portod and ertrengthened by 'the 

writers he met; juet ae biB viea on the injustice of racial 

discrimination were oonf'innad by his experienoeo after he had 

left .A:f':dca., !lu.eb. of this Plo:Der be.s acoou.nteci for in the 

l1l'llp1d, ecn.pe.ll:f.ng prose of. hie second aut<>biogmpbJ At Homo. (l) 

The yeast had been introduced earli<&rJ :for inatauoo when. he 

had ordered a copy o£ Edith Sitwell.'a poems: 

It 1'11W3t have bee about 1920 tha·t I hed tJCnt 
to England :fraa Johannesburg tor The Wooden Pee!W!, 
a.nd llben the book arrived, iu its brJ.ght aJ.:.;genta 
cover, it c<nf iraled that ahe had o'be;yed the summons 
of tbs ninety-eighth :Pea.bl, a ~na \'hicil only 
a. poet is able to ob&yJ 

0 sing unto the 10l'd & !leW songa :fer he hath 
done ;fa'lVallous thint."'B• (2) 

J.A a sahool·boy at ~by he bM. bought ·~..j'me sheets• ~ 

decorate his walla, whilei 

1\le suooeseive volunes of fteori:Ji.M J!rs h":r~ 
b~ng in upon the posi•Victorian twilight; ad 
been quiokening to Jl1&lV readers ot iJ13 generation. 
I bed late~ visited the Poetry :b)k ahop jbr the 
firet time, with its teaple-llka atmoe]:'tl.ere and 
ita polyoh:t'Om&tic lining o:f' 'alJm volmoo' r but 
it seemOO. a.ll'(tady to belong to the past. Gua:r;orilla 
warfa:re had already broken out 1n '!me oorUEI~t 
printed poems of w.Ht A.ulen. (3) 

Pl~r* a typist in her bath htJd closer a:tfil.i.ations w:l. tll 

1he Waste Iiwi than 111 tll ~ Fl•4Y6 TerraiP:n• Suoh linea tuu 

Gannets plumb the wave l:f.kG bomba 

Live t;mrth sprat~ up, an al.ly of t~ worr.a, 
disappea:r almoet ocaaplete~ i'raa Planer's -writing. He outgrew 

the influence of Campbell upon his diction and imagery .mudl as 

Campbell reverted to lfh(;{t he ~alled nthe old ColOl'lial aobool of 

thousht'* in .!ll8llY of hia j~ents upon Sotttb. Af'J:ioal moial 

policies. <4> 

1. See SrEif!'~R, 'tforld. ~ithin world £r:Jr e. description at Plcmc 
mel an account &f $!.>lila o'! tbci:r;• literauy :f'l"ier:uis. BQth 
poou dined often with L&cm;;\rd and Virginia T:oolt at 
th~i l" house 1n Tmetock Sqva.re .. 

2• PI4fER, ~:t 'i!2!!.t p.65• 
;.. IqiP,t p .. 61. 
4• Like many people • a, CanpbeU t s viewa on tho subject were sane-

what collfuaeG.. He 'lf"aoo W.meN enough when be cla.i.l'ood, "I have 
no colour prejtd:t.ccan, when rut decl.o.l:'ed. that "the avemge na.tivett 
ebould %X»t and could not be :prevented 1'l'Oill becan1ng the white man's 
equal, but he nov'" seens to haw qeen an !fricz in this light. 
His Zulu huntil'lS' oompanioX~S tor ir.~Stanco, all pl~ed. Smcho to hia 
almost uneonacioua feeling of auperiority. TheN .a mucll tmth 
in Clll1pball'a eoanen1n 'itnany ot• our authors ••• riGftr write e.bcut a 
black man without making him a hero or a. rae.rt;yr •• u He solved the 
problem b7. evading it. See .Broken Rec,ard, PP• 5U • 6. 



!fs;o lyrics of thie ~17 oollactian are desor.:tptive p~ oeaa 

••A Baeuto CaDing-of-Age•• &nd nrr.be Death at a Zulu••. crbere is 

in then no hint o£ ·the pbilant.lu:'opiat, o£ the "Liberal'' ld th the 

capital L, nar of the amet1mea aolf-oonaoioua patermlisrn of 

C~bell., Pl®.er deacri boll o"bjoet.tvoly what he has eGen, 

euggasting, at the same time, cat be iJJ.w.ginea tho JUuto feeltu 

91& tt.iuter aun, thu.t al:.aost coums ot• lic;h.t, 
Now sets 5.mmense Sld td.lent, fi er.r--wh:J.te, 
A:M an the plains the firs~ vest waves of nigl.i 
Flood in £81' down bolow this :fabulous baigh'i. 
M o:r retreat, with d~cing md ltith dirges, 
r:~~n bring ~'he boy in ~c:o the !!l8[l. e:Derps. 
T'lle new men sees anew the tlfiDted aloes, 
H.is f ath.'3I' 's house, his ct\tt le in + ... he shallows, 
And up the hill a crowd of girls advancing 
~o oarq hiLl to drinking ani to danoius • 
Ria heart l..,II.PB up a.s ~ desoonds the steep. 
For, "Vtlere the boy slept, now tbe man eball sleep. (1) 

It is a relief to find, among othexo 'thinga~ tbat the poet co 

longor faola a need to rely upon distinctively Afrioan 'flards 

or names in order to ex>nvfiV 8140tions and scenes f'o~ign to ~ish 
:poetry. .Planer doea not preaoh. He aooepts the universality c£ 

hml&n cmotiollSJ "the noble tJQV'li&e'' ia -not on his .mailing list 

ani ffThe Death o'f a ZUlu" is felt an an irxiividual Wna.n eorl"'W. ( 2 ) 

Amther, but moro sustained ccmpositim whiob promised much 

:fzom. Plomer in the t'tl.ture was "Ula. ~o•s Dream." Originally 

this :fOrmed part O:f 01'18 Of the atcrie& in 6 ~eak af Africa: 'the 

tale O:f a ywng .Ab.~m, Ul& Ma&OndO, Who l eft hooe to ooek his 

fortune in the City of Gold. He gets a job at the mines ani ie 

oorrupted. by hi>3 own people 'ldto ll&7e it.egenel.-a.tecl through their 

contact with lbite ••civilization". FN"entually a changed Ula 

{a&Ondo returns to hi., kraal; he refuaed to r oaognize his egad. 

mother llilo ha8 been arra.itine; his return. ~ old woman baxlga 

horaeli' in an anpty hut. PJ.omu,:r's last ironical col!lnent is put 

into the mouth of 1hG wbi te atorek&eper wm once sold Ula !!aaondo 

a blanket& 

~J':!l£!d he:rselfl ru.nd ~u, it's cmly the ascald. time 
!fve ev!lr heard of a native camnitting euioide. 

-----------------------------~-----------------------

2. ~ Death at a Zulu" is included in A .Booko:f' South .M';t;i,can 
Verse, P.56. 

'*Tho poisnanoy o'f Plom.er•~ :picturo is not dissipated and 
tha oentl/6 aan eta"ld on ita roe rita, within the aonfima 
of that pain-filled d~th ... hoUs(u ••• YQ't 118 oannot doubt 
that m are looking at an Af'rlcc.n Scone." 
"JPHAP.J;.;u:, "i)mpon1JI!>&l. th Li te:ra.turott, tmw ~tatem:ap, vol.IX.l96 ~. 



By Jove, there '• an oxantple for ~u, of a boy 
goirlg aq QJJi i:e all right, m.d o<.ln.~ b.a.ck with all 
this Obrietian. dmd.y buameos that I oan't stand 
at ~price. Give :oo the 1'8111 nigger &11¥ day, ia 
what I have al wa.ys m&i t1tsined.. (1) 

The poerl is intxod\WOO. into the na:rrative an the young 

miner, trapped W'ldcrg.J:'OUl')d by a l"'ok:-1'all, imag:t.noo in a half• 

consoioua atU})()lt that be hoo.ra the voi oo of his brother telli%8 

him that a oow is lost and tba~ they m\lBt go up into tbe 

!!ountldt."t of the Bu.shlOn t<l look for it: 

It was in a lo:3ll8 titat".io 
Of that berg vr')lcanio 
Tba.t a dark cave w~ bidden 
Where no foot could have trodden. 

'l'he atmoaphero is IQ"13tericue, belong~ to A:Zrioa before the 

OClrl1ing of the white man: 

Tl!ero the leopa:cd ani sn.ake 
Am tawny partridge 
Proy am arc preyed on, 
Unstawtled by cartridge, 
',There ne-ver ~ gnn 
EobOinf.' shooks 
The liatenine ll)oks: 

The o lear, preoiae imagea eV'Olre e. world in wbioh it was in the 

natu.re of things to kill and be killed: 

And in shallow poola 
. The ahadow of a ha'lk 

(Ten8e above the treo•tops) 
Quivers l:llm a f'iBb. 
.Among the S:1adows 
Of baak:i.ng :f'ihth 

Plomer' a evocation of .A:.C:C.cw a..iroals has nothing of 

campbell's exploaive norgy, brillim.oe of qoloUt' or swiftness 

of movement; inste8d ho suggests a pecul.itn• deliaucy and cham, 

au impenetrable mystery: 

When thos parapets ahillmer 
In the moming in HW!auar 
The antelope tuxm 
FroiJl. tho best ~ the hei sht 
To a stream in the :te:rne, 
Bounding unhurried 
F.rom .sun to shadow. 
There ·the lory wi. ngs scarlet 
Hie fi83 at m<>nJ twilight 
Flutters with bats; 
And at dam the eli££ 
Is crowned with eagles. 



There the wild oats 
Crouch am t:Ntlble, 
And uai t the screams 
0£ the bauntec1 jackal. 
Haa no foot trodden 
Vhere the 4alic caw is hidden 
In leaves am branches? 

The ahort lines w1 th theiZ' skilf\ll.ly varied pauses aoho the 

~ution of the sllifting ra.ya of lient, the quiok, stoelth;v 

movaaants of birds 8lld animala. !thew is more variety hem 

than in oCI!'ie of Campbell's pootr.y; the carefree grace af the 

antelope, the emden bold flight af the brilliant lory, tm 
majeatio eagles, the fearfUl wild oats - thase things belong 

to the heart o"f A:tr.Loa. till they disappear as tbe D1sbman 

disappeand, aa lila J!asondo himself f'ears he mfV' diaappear: 

Rae no foot trodden 
tnlere the dark owe is hidden? 

Planer anpbae1me• the white man's oluna;y intrusionf bia 

failure to brin« an.vthin8 but hie SEl-Vage worst to the oootinant 1 

Far down, far doivn, 
Where are tb8 aavuge 
Cities of the futum? 

At times the poera is jerq and dislocated to no pa.rtiooltir 

pur1.o•• Plomer .a w1able to ausWn his thoughts and &notions 

-in an integrated pattern: 

'!n1ere is steel? Hore 119 atone. 
What are tomba? Here's a bone. 
What is science? Declare, 
Doe• it beat still, ywr Hearl? 
What 1e life? Here is a.rt. 

IDlat are ,ou? Hexe is apleaiour. 
0 trofi'ic am travel and trade, 
Here rolla the thumer, 
Ula l!asondo, 
ot boats arx1 of hearts am of hooourl 

Here the attempt to augaeet Ula l.saeoo.cio•s bewilderment. (ca,ueht 

in the l'OOk-:face between a barbaric pa.st not without 1 ts 

splomQlX'S and a future in 111hioh he oan fi%11 no plaee) fo11s 

ilu'ouah a lack of a suftioienUy powrful. thematio or emotional 

organizatiODJ words and images remain soa.tterod without ef'fect. 

(Plcmer omitted thia pe.eeagD £ron the reYieed version o£ the 

dream in his CollGCted. Pooas). 

Ula !!aaondo' a fate is uncertain aa tb4l fate Which hangs 

over all Africa 18 tmoerta1na 



What are 7011 doi11g, 
Ula Ma.sondo? 
Do 1011 follow the Buabnen? 
Do ;you travel to the valley 
This side af the ci'\v• (1) 

The original poem is a senai tive, impreesiCllistio evooation 

of the thaDe, but it ie w11hout that a.rtl.stic unity 1bich 

might have made it an impratJtd.ve dramatic ~o. 

Plomer has wr1 tten ot the nooessi ty of attai»iDCt an 

organic unity in poetry: 

I am not a pml1:f'io poet, but eillOe I began 
to write I have neyer fowxl pzoae the only possible 
mad.illa. To bo loDged for are the olariv, oJ.Uer, 
am modera:Uon of pxose, 'but they are not om~h. 
Poetry aeeke to attain a olari ty of a ciifferent 
ld.ndi it makes an order of its own, and does not 
make it out of mOderation, but out of 1ntensi ty, 
OOl:lpladty, and aeeningly indef'itla.ble sensations. 
They sean indefinable because they require 
un:t'oreaeell &.Trang8Dents of woru. (2) 

The bish standards whioh Plamer hu eet himself are, in part, 

the reaaon for hia comparatively lillited artistic output. 

Hia writin,e bas changed and ma.turod vers conaid.era.bly ai.noa 

hie Af'rioan dt\Ys (his proee, in particular, exemplifying to a 

marked degree the virtues whicb be praieea) but nUla l!asondo'a 

Uream" showed that his poetry ha4 not, at atl\Y rate at tba. t date, 

attained "an order of its own". 

In 1932 Plomer publtehed. another e c:riea .. African Landscapes 

with P.Lguxea"• These l.yr1oa raveal a great<n' strength ani unity, 

a g~ contzol over hia ima&er.Yt a fomness for a f'roah. 

scxubbed diction which neither attracted too muoh attention to 

itself (aa Ca:npbell'e 30r.:etimee did) nor encumbered hiD linos 

111 tb maninglesa woma. 

H1a work was still ve-q uneven. In "Namaqualar.wl After Rain" 

he evoked a piotuzoe drawn fran his pa.at ~rienoos as an 

apprentice abeep f&l&rs 

hor in the {PilWlt k&n'OO 
That winter dearth denmee, 
Ironetona oavee give back tbe burr 
Of lamb• in multitudes. 

There ie a tendornoss hem, as wll as an enviable fl.'eshnesa t 

Graaa waves again where dro1J3ht 
.!:U.eaohed wory Upland krsal1 
A peach-tree shoota alon& tho w1txi 
Pink volleys tlu'ougb a broken wall. 

1. PLO.!ER, ''Ula lfaaondo's Dream", The Fivei old · Screen. Notes for 
Posa, origin&lly published in "Ula fa.sndo", 
I ep?ak of Af;"!oe, (l927) · 

2. PLO ·ER, At aF•• P•l97• 



'Blt Oanpbollian "vollfilYa" a.ndz 

Snall roots eq>lode in strings of stars, 

are attract:i;ve in tbemselvea, but they consort atrant;el.y 

with the rest o£ the poen, while the last sta1za. might 

(oddly enough) hatte been written uy Pr1ngle; 

Soon to be huns 1fi th colonies 
All paying with the leawa 
Of pendent 1ficker love-neeta 
The pretty loxia waves, (1) 

It ia in the two poo.s in thia volune entitled "Johannesburg" 

that Plomer (returl'lina to b1a li@llt satiric vein) anpbasizoe once 

more the faei that the 20th oentur.y was beating at tho gates of 

the frontier and that nobody at all, leut of all a poet, could 

afford to tum a deaf oara 

Whero not eo long 680 the breezes stirred 
The treaaes of tbe SWIIDBr grasses, now 
A fat contralto ga.rgles for applause 
Am. bows in equins when the curtain falls. 

The concert fJler& are rncmentarily dtstmoted. by a suiden tre:1or: 
Pemaps 1 t was a fall of :ock. Two kaf:f1 ra trapped 
Up to the waiet in dirly water. ill the caw 
That went to keep them fit baa gone for nothingl 
COXJCrete bathrooms and cs:rbolio soap, 
A balanoad diet and :tree hospi tala 
Made the e:t"ficient, but they both die mad. (2) 

This theme: the tragio irolV' in a. society whose material 

eecur1 ty reots upon cheap natiVe labour for the ~)S was 

(atter Plomar) to beoOille a daninating one 1n South African 
~lis verse. <3> 

Plomer left Africa as a ;young man bu.t he wa.e (so far a o 

South Africa wa.s conoamed) a disillusioned mana 

l:t anybody imagine~~ that evor 
All thia 11111 come to m em, 
That the j adcal will bowl CID the ruined terraces 
Of this city Where soience ia applied for pro:f'it 
And whe:m the J.'U\1." o:f electricity by ni~t md da.,y 
Is l.o\lder than the beating o£ all the hoarta af tbJ 

1nhab1 taz:tta, 
Louder that the aoldom raised voice of oanmon acnaea 
If a.eybod.y should think tbat a mile bel<xY the groum 
The moling and maggoting will cease, <r CQl80le h1maolf 
Fat- bia own .fa.Uure to shaN tbe life of tho c:d. t7 
With rcman:t.tc imaginings about the futuro, 

1. PIO'£R, ttNamaqualand After Ra:~.D••, 2!8e Fivefold. Sorean. 

2. .P.LC:UER, "JoAallneaburg IItt, The Fivefold. Screen, (19,2) 

,. of. CURREY, uMan'e Roott"c 
Tbe -.lls jabbex", 
They llbisper,<ilatter,&.Tgue, 
Tben jabber. 
'rhis 1 l!f eisht t h<QJ and feet dom, 
Two tho~ below sea-level, 
It's the ;rea8Ul'8 that makes them jabbar­
A8 it dq-. mon aomet~es, 
Shriek, md then jabber,ja.bber. 
A 8ook 1( South African Verse, P•71• 
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If he should look farwru:d to min, am declare 
That sane dtq the walla will cl'Ul!lble, toad ar.4 adder 
Ten&ntiD8 the rottms galleries below -
He ia ...-ting bia time, ia omoeited, 
Thinlo.ng bimael:f able to see th~h human folly, 
lie is a :tool himael:f' for sup:posing 
That f\lture ruin makes up far a ruinous present, 
He is a fool himself £or not lalolf1ll8 
That there 18 a fine sold to be wa1 by lilinUity. (1) 

In opito o:f the brevity of his st-.y, the slightness Of 

his poetical cutput, Flamer made a msl. omtribution towards 

the evolutim of an Engl:l.ah poetr.Y which e>uld be in contact 

with the total reality af South Af:d.oan society. At times 

he achieved a surprisitlg).y powerful impact, as in the 

ocmoentn.ted tmagva ot "The Ruined Falm"' 
A peaoetul, arohri.ngelic eun 
Sank low, BJ,"eW larger to the si8ht, 
And drew aoroas each huge ravine 
The huger curtaina of the night• 
Silenoe within the roofleas house 
Uniid her hair ani .shook it :ex.e, 
The footpad jackal paased her there, 
Am bate flew rowxl the cactw~-trtMJJ 

Each quiet atternoon waa bitter, 
wu overcha.t'ged with nrning, 
And Si lence waited Where the snake 1" coiled 
And mocked at eaoh mild, bright morning. (2) 

In the fairly well kno1m l.yrio, "The Soorpiontt, Planer 

~sted that he ooul.d aee no pa1.1iioular hope for a better 

eooie\f in aouthern A:rrioaa ne1 ther ( t1"86ioal.l.y for South 

African Engli-sh li temture) did be feel oonstraiood to atq 

8Z1d help to build one. Instead he aailed a~ to Japan. Irl 

1959 he note: 
When I did reviai t South Africa - in 1956 -

I unieratood how extrane hod beE11 my detacbment. 
Sr.weral revolutions had taken plaoe. ( ~) 

'Hia mature observations on the South African t:oene, tbott?;h 

basicaU,- oxe.otly the same, were ~oss strident, JOOre balanced. 

ani (in prose) eome•bat less peas1mist1o than the erie• of hi a 

out raaec1 youth. .Ploaaer has boon impres3Sd by tha ~rgence of 

an African intelligalteia tho promiee1 

1. PLOMERt "Joh&nneoburgii", The Fivefold Soreen. ~sod 1n 
Collected Po81a a$ ''A Fall of Rock., in whidl the last lines ~ad• 

&re is a ~ne gold to be won 
By not al. waya knowing best. 

2. Pilt~, "The Ru:t•*'- Farm", 'I'he Fivefold screen, (unchanged in 
Col;t! oted Po~!· 

3• P~R, "Several Revolutions, ff!Jhe 'l'Wantiath Ccntu.q,Vol.l.65. 
No.986. (1959). pp.}65-396. 

' ':. 



a new kin\ ot 1t'eal.tll and a new wlture 1n this 
croot blu:rderinfr Sou1h A:frJ.oa, llhexe the eun is 
so bril#lt that it seems to make :facta too 
waling to be aeen, thie adorable and misguided, 
this vigoroua ani grotesq_ue country, rushing 
he.Uang into a f\lt1.11"9 that wan•t be much like 
ita put. (l) 

Planer m11V haw been right dout hill detachment bu.t in the 

four published !JO.., written "Attar Thirty Years", be bas 

reiterated even mat>e forcibly (with far greuter inciaiveneas, 

eoonomy ot Uction, md a:1otional~ charged imagery) hie first 

beliefs about tbe 11t11te man in swth Africa. Nor are h1a views 

expmssed in tho tonee of a st~' he is (in apito of bJzlaelf) 

spbitual~ involved, the Jnemories of his ywth a.re still a 

source of underatatd1ng, although he ie now more awa.t'e ot the 

noceaaity or atta:tning, it posaible, a more comprehensive viewa 

The atr.mgeness plu.olaad tbe stranger l.ilt8 a string. 
Thtr.r sss this constant sun outstal."es the mind, 
Here in this mgion of the ~8ZJ6, the st1%¥l', 
ADl d.ul.la tbe eye to what is moat defined; 

"A wild bird' s eye on the <fP: vive 
Pel'hape mama ·vague:neu clear an1 ataleneas tleWJ 
If undeceived CWt mislxt mt tbrm cleceivef 
let me," he th.ouabt, "attain the bird's oye viewl" (2) 

•tt.Jla Iasondo" bas returned in ''Tugela Rive:rtt: 

I know h1B :family. 91ey tell me be wsa foum 
Dyi~ o~ inanition in tbe aun 
On a 1'0ad verge, while mw oar:a 
Hieaed past like xockete 
Loaded w1 th 1lhi te man huxT;y1.ng l1liD mad, 
1hile he l..q on the dark red earth 
With all hie yov.th subdued. ( ') 

''The Wild Dowa at louis Tricilard.t .. reveala that (muab aa 

mad Ireland hurt Yeata into poetry) ao the werwhelming, the 

all embl'&Cing tensions and oonflicts of SOtlth .Africa b&ve 

stimulated Plomer ome oore. The lyrio ia om of his beat• 

evoking aa it doea both the sights, munds and human anotions 

o£ a summer da.Y in the Trauva&l, while suggeatillg, with . 

a tcrif)'ing aenae o:t desperation, the horror of the arti'fidally 

protracted. fl'ontiers 

1. Pron::R., "Several Revolutiore .. , op.cit. p.,9E). 

2. .PWU'R1 "A ~ .. tol'ni~, Collected Poeu, P•30• 

3• P.LO. fi::R, ''Tugel& River", Oolleotg4 Poa:ns, P• }3. 



Uorning .:i.e buay with lona files 
ot ants and m.en, all bearing loads. 
The sun's song bca.ta, and Bftlat 1'W18 down. 
A maeon-horMt shapas hie hanging house. 
In a wide flood ot tlowe:r:u 
Two crested oranea ~ bOWing to theiz food. 
J.i'r01i the north todq thexe ~ ominous newe. 

Jl1dd~, the mad oioade.-time. 
Siazling froJa ~ open valve 
Of the wer-beated a&rtb. 
The .tridulatora din it in .. 
Intensive am contimdng praiae 
ot the wh1 te-hot zonith, dlrilling on 
Toward a note too high to bear. 

Oven of afternoon, ail.e.noe o:t het. 
In sl:I.Mow, or in lhade4 l'OOU, 
This :taca ia hidden in fol4ed ama, 
That f'aoe is mw a aiebtleaa maakt 
Tree-shadow just inoluiee thoee Jep. 
The peopa have all lain dom, and sloop 
In att1:tud.ea of the aiel£, tho allot, ths dead. 

AD1 now in the grove the wild doves begin, 
\fhose naat ailk heads are naver still, 
Bubbling their oooleat oolloquiea. 
'1he :rcmnul~e tboy liquid.~ pronounce 
In eact'8t tenta of leaves illply 
(Clearer thin man-made music could) 
Men being absent, Africa 1e &00<1• 

1. PW'lER, "The ild Dovea at I£>ui.e Triahardt", 
ColleoW Potae, P•'9· 

I 

(1) 



CfiA.P'.l"En 10 • 
................ 

F..'ve:ry continent baa its own great spirit of place. 
~people is :pol&\'ized in 30me particular locality, 
whidl ie home, the homeland. Diffe:rent places on the 
face a£ the earth b&ve di:t'i~mnt vital e:f'f'luenoo, 
dif:terent vibration, di££erant obanical eXhalation, 
differe:at pol.a.rity with different etc's: oall it mat 
you like. ~t, the .spb:tt of place 1s a ~at reali:ty. 

'J3!e ~i!':&t .9t Place. »•!!•. ~Cfh 

In Septesiber, 1926, l'.a\u:'ens van der Pollt anl William Plclmsr 

left Durban in a Jap:ul4ee merflhant ahip 'bow:d £01!' Kobe; eorae 

mon1hs later R!Dy 081ll.Pbell d~ ateera&e tor England, wa~ 

the m8llU8oript ot The w~ se d.etiantly at hie lost WJrld. 

The bri$f, atoxm•toued ao-operation d 'these tmoea young men 

on the bi-ll~ Voor-m pJ'CC!lised an 81r4kening of litera~ 
talent m south Atxica. l !l'heir d&p.rt\U:e fraa our: dloroo 

waa not a goQd om~. 

b appaara.noe ofT!\! J'lam!ls Tez.ra.J!i.A, followed in l9Z'/ 
by Plomw•s Notes tcr Poena, ebowd that the strictly 

pioneering pa:iod in Sou1h .A:f'ric• veree was at an end. Time, 

aa well aa the gxowth of a. c~ty who no lof6Br spoke 

conatant4' (as the :a:ritish tid in India) o:t ••aoing home", ba4 

helped the poetasters to 83olimatiae the Dlglifill~e md 

litora.r,y 'tre.rlltion. Sa!ue writers. or oou:ree, had not l:&c 

aware o.'f ·~be existenoe of a. problem• while ~e more abiliv a man 
had the leas he wu iapeded ei tbe:r by di vi decl· loyal ties or 

( 88 Kipling proved.) b7 the abseme or an indigenous literary 

tradition. COnquari~ d:l.f:aculUes does not, howwer, 

demonstrate that they never exietM. 

Noet&lg.i.a for Englani. had. ~ 'the moat c:onsiatent hall• 

raa&ic of ihe rootless, de"ivative verN between Pringle and 

Campbell. N\aerous volllllDa o£ ••gracefulu ~os (mOitly 

1. .GOng the artioles in A!:r:Uata.na contributed to Voorsly by 
Van 4a Poet was one. "K'uns antwikkeling in Af'rik.a&ne", 
in which he apoke of the rolationabip between the 
A:f'J:'ilr.aana poet .atJl lhat m cal.J.ed tfi;be soul af the nation". 
Vol.l. 1926. 



privately printed) have not even been mentioned in this ~~ 

Yibere I ba.vo a ttenpted to mlect thone wr.l:tem 1'il o lihOD'od at 

least some glins:ler of xealizs:tion (as Plazua•'CJ Fothoxi.~ 

could mt} that such mattere as hera.l.d.ry ooaaed to have my 

relevanoo in tho eoo:letq ~ A11cla.u1pstroot'll. 

In this st.t'l.'lggl.G to aehieve aaae meaat:re of indepolXlcnee, 

eaJ~e epir.f.tual naturity, ae uell us a mediU:~ lees encu::1bored 
by d1at4'ACting or :f.alae as:sociatione, our literar.f b:t.eto:cy- bas 

been cloael:y paralleled i n the Dlgl:lllh aettl.s:tents in :Rortb 

.Amciea, as well ae in other parts of the CaJllllQnweaJ:t.h. 

Jaaea Russell ID.U•s oanpla.int ~t just as woll ba.w been 

lod8C aeainat tbe English versifier in Africa far noo.rl~ a. 

oentl.ll."'Y after the :pu.bl:1oatica o:l ~an Skotches. In 1848 

lDwoU bs4 lomGd out in A. P\.J.b'W tv.r Oritioan 

Thousn you brag ~ your .New World, you don't balf' 
believe in i tJ 

Am a.s muGb o£ thll Old aa is poBSi'ble woave i:a it; 
You steal EDglislmlen'a booke wd think Engl.iab.n:~m•s 

~t 
\Yi:th thetr salt m hex- ta..U ,our wild eagle is ca®lt • 
lour litel'&tur• suite it& each *isp«r am motion 
To mat will bo thotP.t of it wer 'the ocean.. (l) 

OUve Sobreine%' was the :t'iret w leap this hurile for us 

in proseJ in veree it ie not really until C•pbGll that we :find 

a poet at ease in tbe balls o'f A.dawastor.. Slater tried 1nrd but 

(scopt t'or ore or t-wo l;(rios) bia etrorta mna1ned too aelf­

conucious;. his 'themes we:m of.'tel too c:wertq ilnatmnal"f hie 

diotiOu and~ too ladting in distinction. Cmlpbell, on 

the other ba:ni, bad Englith ];)Ql·t;r.y in hiu bee4 and the nclear 

. p:~ mmlietlt" molten in his ved.neo He did not stzoive attar 

a "South African" vm-ee (as some or bin oo\lllt1y.fl0n aro oow 

ooarabing for a ''South .Af'l.oiosn'* 1aoo) he w.t'Qte ~'tryy atl.d hill 

po(JilO drew lifo f'l.1:ml bia HwlJe of tbe .Barg. 

Frail the outset the sottler wreU'ie:r.s bad aeizod. upon 

subje cts 'ttl.idl were l&l'geq aliot to 1i'teir lit~ beritageo 

StraneJ3 tbcmea waro the :first pxops t'my oould fJni to help 

tbGir oltwQ" ef'ibrts to build a South A.f'rl.can literature. 

These su.bjooto a.re f~ilia.:r to un now, p(}reistin& in our poetry 

· for tbe obv'io\a re.as:>n tmt ihe theaa.tio Gbi.:rts wen the produot 

of cb:mged e~nt. 

1 . W.fF.LL, "A Fable :f'o:r Critics", The Shook of Ro~mH:tion, 
... Edmund. Wilaon, p .. 2l. 
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ereu th main bod¥ of Erlgliah IX>etry ia parlioularly 

'X'ich ill detailed evocations of mtural bem:tys rmeaters in 

.Af'r1ca aoc:ned (for a>me title) &kait b;ypooi;:U:ed. by the notiom 

o~ epa.oe, diatance and l$Z't'4deur wlli.ch they attrib\itoi (witbout 

distinction rL looality) to the .-bole o£ tho oouthom continent. 

The reUCIIlS i'br this ttveld-worehip'* tl.l'e complex: ita ol.abat-ation 

OtrGd muoh to the RP:rantio trnd.ition in aonoral, sonoth:ing to 

"'Afar in the })esert .. in p.a.rticu.lm-., somthi.l:l8 alao to 

~phicnl fact (there is t'li££eron~ b:tmen tbe GreG.t Y'.&rl'OO 

ar d a Kenti.ab bop-:field.). ~'~be veraifia.rs l!Ql:e u .'Taro of tile 

myeterioo.s, undQ.'!JOstiooted ace-ne, but thEtf ~01,1.1d not describe i:t. 

Thia .a partly bcca.t:t.ee tb.E:T did not know it; they did not oven 

auspeot that Africa was not au eopty as they ~· C pbell 

could be c:Jusod at their dile~ because it did not exist :ibr hia. 

'IJe omuld be grate.i'ul that he buried the dreat7 corpse of the 

••open-veld rr school: 

I ooan thut th!lxe is eocething grander, yes, 
About tbe veld, than I c:an well e~presa, 
Scoetbing mo:te vast - perhaps I don't mean that -
So thin~ o:>re round, ani square, am steep, and flat -
no, well pt"rha.ps it's n.ot quite that I mec 
:Btlt so:ething, rather, hal:f-way 1n bet'C38ll, 
So::!etbing more •neaeleaa• - That•s the~· ICrdl 
~~anetbing thst can't be felt, or eoon, or baam, 
Or even tho-ught - a kind of mental nist 
IJ!lat doeSl't either ;tter or exist 
But Yi tb.>ut llhich it would (I) v ..::ry hard 
-:tth 1llAlV a looal. rX>velist am bal:td - (1) 

The veld bOO remained a nmrnel~sa S">methin&'" until writers like 

Fairbrid@e (prepa.rl~ the q :for a ~bell) hm. ex.presood their 

awareness of its identity. 

Linked with the improsa10WJ nade by an illlCivlliood l.aalsoape, 

was the goograpbical :ta.otor of cliaate. Here again there bas• 

in the past, been a temer~ey to;r~ rda gemralization. ~e f'ear of 

d.xought, the :i.'lpartame o:t rain, the destructive power o:f the sun 

:impinged thanselvea upon the eonaoiouonesa o£ versifiers, so that 

tho,y returned re~tedly to th.e eame tl:l.eno until, "Out of t~ 

duet a.M the droUS1t of' the plain" th(\y e.~tert.red in o~ ·poetry in 

an im.88'Gl1Z~ de't'ised to give a wider signttioame to fa:niliar 

ex:p;. rienoes. 

The eye-catching beast&, birds a.tld reptiles (tbo entiro 

.. ;ational Pa.tk of strange, exciting flora al¥1 fa.una) fom.s om 

1. C~.!PBEJ:..L, "A Vold Eclogue: 1be Pionoora", COllected Poa:ls, 
p.22. 



o~ tho <ide£ lef,?OOios llhich our poetry baa inhori ted f'l:aa 

the old, physical £mntior. Olt a£ tho Oltigoocies of 

pioneering li£e hal grown tho cult o£ the h1mter• tho fl:ontier 

hero. (The SBtle tl1iDg happened in the work of the Australian 

b&lladiats, mile in .America Cooper wrote tbe le,_!en:l inin the 

Leutberstocking s~ )' In Aftica. as the hunter di S&ppda:rod 

with the g&Qo, ho C8IW to s_ymbollze i.1 ::ll»h ~ wr poetry the 

:f:oeedcq and splendour of an idealized past. 

Our early wr1 tors maio, an the whole. wey :feeble a tteopte 

to c a:-.e to toms 'llith the la.ni it self. P.1.'0C1 the bogi..cm:lnc 

they focuoaod their a:ttcnticn upon man in A.frica. lbore LB 

a. special difficulty here £Or ihe EngliBh settler 11ho, arriving 

ml ch later than t.be IUtch calonist, was nt first a stranger in 

hie adopted land. It was alnoot imposcible :tor tbe first 
gcmmtion im..lier'zt to dopiat tho Trek boer or tho Xhosa 

tribosmm as other thlm a .c:.mbcr o£ a group wi:th vbich he had 

little or no CCXJl:2Ul'Jica:t;ion. In vorae this raaulted in nanbera 

of storeotypod " <.:«.tstt on the settler, the pionoor, the hunter, 

the r.Ussionary, tho minor, tbo aoldi.er tmd the .lbQr. Scarcely 

arzyvhwe -either in ]3rlc or narrative -do we meet a distinctive 

man or an· iniividually felt auotiono <n the whole the early 

poo1;astera helpcn to perpetuate debasal popular boliofs on tbe 

virtues and vices of South African "types". 'l'ho exception& to 
this ca4e a valuable oontributicn to the S1'0wth of a literary 

trwlition. 

Blin1nsss to reality I!Jl11& a false tone to much of our early 

wrso. lfr.itera mm particularly hmldicapped in thoir ap. rooob 

to tho rola.tionahip botwen the lhi te man alrl the im.igenous 

races. Tbe il:lpedimm't 1m& not (X1]y one of language and back• 

groUl')i (as in the c .. ee o£ the "Booinak" am the Dutchman) but 

of pigmentation arJd tribaUs:n ill a. fraitior woore econanio 

intereats often cl.o.sbcd. 

At this point it would be ns ttell to clariiy the no sen3as 

in 'lib.ich I have constantly referred to the frOntier. On tbe 

one bond I have umerstood it au the sllif'ting ~between 

priJ:litive Africa am the odvallcing forceo of technical a.m. 
material pl.'Ogrees, o:r oivil.ization as the term is graooral.ly 

umerstoodt on t .be othe:E" hand I have adopted it as o. conrenient 

torm suegeeting certain attitwes of mud, certain beliefs 

' ' 
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(particula.rly, though not by any moca axcluaively) about the 

importance ar race, which are OQIDOll to flal1.7 South ..&.frioan& • 

black aa 11ell as llllite. 

In tt. latter Mll86 it is di£ficult ~o define precisely, 

fa~: the :F.l'Qltier 1J:il:Kl ia naturally an abstraction which, ill 

renllty in the iDI:lividual., is as canplex as moot human thousbto 

8tld otiona, as mked 1n origin as it is varied in exprese1on. 

The Frontierraan vas exposed, in va.riowJ ••a am at 
sucoossi ve poriods, to proi'ound inf'ltances eaar..n.ting f::ran 

Europe, but his world ms d.if'ferant. He learnt to value 

dif£erunt thiz.p so that, in time, the wbolo &hos of the 

sout.b. Af:rioan coa:n.mity ~ired distinctive (thoggh not 

mcesoari.q uni1'0l'lll) chtn'acterJ.atics. 

!lbe inczeaaina pre-ocaupa.tion o£ this ccxnuni ty w1 th tbe 

f'etiab of race na reflected in the verses of a.l.aost wcry south 

A:f'rican B\1gliarh writer at ~ s~ficanoa. Thia theme appoars 

still to be the daninaxzt one i u our po0try. I\Y this I do mt 

mean to t!Stf3 that our verse is st.mp13" a mirror-~ of our race 

oonso1autmeos. Ratbar I s~st lhat poets have ap.srcbetJlod 

Conflict the overridirw factor in national life so that tbey 

have felt oc;mpe llod towaxda .ita e:x:pl'e881on. 

1i'.rall .Pringle to Pl~r, vo:mifie.m interpmtcd tbo wbito• 

black relationship :fro::1 ma of several vonta.ge pointa. 

~e fi.rat 'View to become articulate 1ltiB tm RousruauesqtD 
i-n-noce.n"t 

idoal which touched .Pringle. 91o Pa~ee:l simplicity~ 

irr::1m:0nce at tle 'OOble aava(J) has bocane a tr.:ldition 11hich is 

still aliw in our literature but which apgea.rs, at pxooent, 

to :tirld it& beet lmo• ezprosaion, nat in poetry, but 1n the 

:rJOVel. The Bloohuana 1b.J am tho .Bsveror.li K\Dalo in Alan Paton•e 

bGst •ller are d.iroot ciescendants of "the cmin liberal tradition 

in 19th oenlil.U)" Engliah writing. 

Clos col'Itact between pionaer am. .Bantu produced, 1n Enelish, 
a 8Z'OUP of writem aaeoci.~ted with the rana.ntic tmiitiw. Soully, 

Goulddbury, Fai:rbr.l.dge, Cripps and Slater re ammg those mo bavo 

left us a amall colleatioo. of pastoral jdylla - a<DG of' tba:l not 

lll.thotlt spontaneity am ly.d.cal appeal u well, at til:loa, as a 

dawning realian o~ approach. Conte=:porary p»ts do not seo=1 

att:moted U> this idyllic \liah-£ul£llmnt: instead they tend to 

draw ironic contrasts betmen tho (possibly e~ zomanticized) 



aavap aplelldour of 1he African's past and his present 

impoYoriabnent • 

The cl'Uder, mora dqpatic views on mce exp:ro38od in 

doggoml by suoh nan as Crni ksb.anlm., have not :fbw:Jd a place 

in our poetr,y., but tho paterna.U .rn of l3a.rter bas its echoeu 

in C pbeU. (l) It was :not ur.Itil the a t.:ructure a£ South 

Afr.ican aoc.iety begun to suffer rapid chaneaa; not until tbe 

oereence of a mn-11hite proletariat and. intellisentsia, that 

a poet att.r&Cted by tho tbaue of Canflicrt, atteaptod w dopi~ 
the African primarily ae an ord.inary human beins• Plomer ,..oo 

the first to aohiwe this with my degme Qf euccess. 

In listing S<r.le of the uajor tbamoa in w.r pioneer ve:me, 

ray intention has baan to draw attention to the fact that it ia 

only when tbeao themos 1MrO rltalizad in 8l'Cbol am im.BgeryJ 

only 1lhon poets began uoing tbem to distll thoughts and 

emotions of universal as well u local application, tbat e 

ca.1. boglD to spe&k o;t a south African poetry in English. 

This ganeration OOCUX'9d seG:~ingly epontanoouaq in the late 

1920s, ao that the pllblications of tba.t em hlwo created a water­
shed to mark the £iret etrecma, in Pl<lner am Canpbell, of An 

hdia'oooue Poetr.f• 

Tbct love for A£r.loa,_ the Ml:ISO o:f belonging \'J:bich ( hen 

electrified by his tolents) made Csnpbell1 o ima.;e-coining 

po.seible1 resulted in his mldng the greatest oingle oontribution 

towarda tho poetry ot hie baDeland. Campbell c~turcd in 

The Flffl''M Tgrra]d.n, and in many of h1a ~1~ lDlld1 that bad 

been fine 8111 beal&iful in the vanidled frontier life. To a 

smat e:rlmt he avoided in his poetry tho problema of the 

spiritual Frontier which tar£lented. Planer, belding bis energies 

instead on inmorlalizing the~ of the hunter, drawing his 

poetic vitali'GJ :from m.perionc»: 

B.y ito cool guidanco l UZ1m«l my books 
And learned, in spite o-r theories am charts. 
!lh:inge haven~ t1eaning to their looka 
Than to tboir dead a.ual3sia in parts 
A:r.li how (for all the outrit be antique) 
<N.r liitJ,t is iD our heads; md we can sock 
1bo clearest infat'mtion in our h.ea.rta. (2) 

1. See !D?HAHI...:lE'a oammmtD on "The ZUlu Girl0 in"l3lacJt ald Jhi:te"', 
New Statos:nan, Sopt.l96(). P•.342• 

2. CJ.tP.BCLTJ, "Tho Sl.in,g", Collected PofDB•••' p.J.27• 
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Campbell claimed that hunting had given him his ~lastic 

aenae"; · certainly it may have sharpened his acute awareness 

of the physical world. The hunt is in Canpbell as it is 

almost nov.here else in English pretry. It was the mainEpring 

of his imagery, as well as a means of ~ iri tua.l purificati. on for 

the hunter - a sacrifice having affinities with both Mithraism 

and Christianity. 

Horses and bulls, the sable and impala, 
Sparkle between his fingers, and a sun 
That sleeps ani rises fran the Indian Ocean 
Gongs the images of his passion • 
. . . 
Horses and bulls, the sable am impala, 
Thunier between his fingers; as they mn, 
He hears another thun:ler in the sun, 
Time and the sea about Tristan da Cunha. (1); 

The Frontier then, has been a real factor in South African 

literary history. At first it was the world in which the writer 

struggled to . exist then, with the end of ihe pioneering age, 

many of ita values were retained by the community. The 

perpetuation of the Frontier Mentality on the question of race 

has divided South Africa itself, as Delius has emphasized: 

'On ethnic trains ani buses daily hurr,y 
Divided hues to earn divided bread, 
The races mey not fornicate or ma:r.ry, 
They even lie apart lilEn they are deai.' (2} 

It has been a le:f'tist assumption that the nature of conflict is 

dynamic, that art will flourish in coniitions of social tension. 

History does not offer much support for thi s claim - tb:>ugh 

examples may be found- the novelists of the .American south for 

instance. Certainly the poet canmt live without experience, 

nor without freedom to express whatever he desired to express. 

If they feel restricted in both, will there be any poets in 

southern African in the future? 

Rhetorical questions are seldom an;ything but annoying. 

I have m wiah to prophesy but to point out that most of our 

versif'iera and poets f'rom 1820 to 1927 showed a special sensitivity 

to the same subjects which concern South African writers to-day. 

If there is cne thing that characterizes our poetry since 1927 

it is that South African poets reveal a highly developed sense 

1. WRIGHT, "Far Roy Campbell"·, A Book of South Africm Verse, p . 160. 

2. DELIUS, The Last Division, p.30. 



o:£ D:)cisl responsibility, of' .o.pirittt:ll a~as, of hwan 

pathoa and~~· At times this b8s ~ven an et'lotional. 

depth and a certain universal validity to boih our :eyrie am 
our aatiricol p>eiil"y. 

One 1ih.ing in putioular, the pioneer Ya'l:aif'icra a.c.ilieve:l. 

l1!:ley m::de posaibl.G in South Ab.i.can .Eogliah poetz7 tbe ewcatia1 

r4 ''the spirit of place'*i that this @:lini; in a troubled one 

is a fact i;bat oontempomry pout;s have not tried to ignore. 



--..,..·--------~ 

T;£ GlEN LYM£2l IJm&RY. 

Asm.m.na that the 297 surviving volunes o.f tho estimated 

750 whioo :toraaed tbe original Glc;n T~cn Library are a 

ropreeentative seleetion
1
1 t is of interest to note that the 

largnst section oomists of echlcationsl books. l&Jcmooring 

that, s:10ng tho dispersed md !eolatod aettlero, ai:wation wna 

confined to lilat was available in tho hanestead, the libra.r.; 

ns designed to meet a vital med. 

9.biD section inaludes a. series Of a.ttroc~tive wlunes in 
s t.lC. 'h 

~ L1hraq of Enterlajning KtlO!lali!• oovering,subJocta as: 

E].!@antst Jk! tish An'tig!!=i:tJ&a; HindG>&J Criminal. Tr:ial.s; 

.'fl!1 :bdern kotianaJ Inaeota ani (appropria.te]3 enough) 

lbe Puraui:t c4 J:no!led~ unde Dif'f"i~ties. Thel.'O a.ro a 

mz:~ber of biatori.os, particularly' o~ the Bri tis Inloa 

(incl~ Clarendon's History at tbe Bsbellion); bool:!so:f 

p~f a Freneh gr&JD'Ila'E'J Pri,miJ,?les of Elocution, as 

well as a tmatiae em. tb9 edwatim of d:dldren. 

Prirlgl 'a Jl9racnal intezests a-e reflectEd in the 

comparatively largo mz:1ber of books o£ poot:ey. ~ey incll¥16: 

Soloctions from the poo:na of HI.) bert Soutb§: ( vhich bot1"l\Vs little 

evidence of 1 ta ha:v'ing been rtnd) J Soleotians fra:::l the ~ o£ 

Williall Or4Aortb (pNaontod to the Library QJ" ~aDAlS Prin51&) 1 

The PactJ.cal ~:rlm oE Sir Walter Scott; PoGma on SoVoml ~casions 

by Joseph .Addi&aJ.J Paradioe IDs& (preaen.ted in 1829 by Friends 

:1n Scotlandh am Dr. Samuel Jobnam (one of a. series in The D8 

o±' tho Poet.~ o~ GNat Britain and Irelarld, presa .• ted by Pringle •. 

A TOlliDB ar 'l"mueon'a The Seaac:ma (i.n8ori.bed on the Fly-loaf: 

"J. 1\lchan ~· Lieut. 82 PAct· 1815) has been ouch :rood 

and~. Sa:laone s partieuluz.oly a'Quck by fue lines: 

l11 th 81X:b. wd &eQS the da.l:ing GAM! fOIJ4jlt. 
F<r lllat\V a dau, and .rnaJV a droodt\11 n1ah t., 
tnOOS3ant, lab'ring :round b ato!pW Ca;22o 

A wl-=e entitled Poama b.J Ricbam Hoaitt (Lol'Jl.on. 1830) had been 

presented to P.rinsle ~ tbe wthar:. It bears tbe £ollor4ng 

dedication: 
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To Tbo:aao Pri~..le, 
Author at "Ephet::!erides.... etc. 

Now that :fnab. flowera on awry b81X abound. 
Up-sprj.Zlging ncwr, w1 ih old ftmil.iar looks; 

And bloo;aing t1"«)8 sbo~ blo&scr:s 1D the ground., 
.tii}lt ~ah7 l!ilal.lops £or tbe summu:· bmoku; 
And so~ 11re lo"WKl in every buah and trca, 

A.1l4 ewet u they a.:n:t lOTed, ani lOJ:8 as saaet, 
Do I pmsont fi'eltl f'loErs, nn aon819 to thee, 
Be.fittins barda, and :f<r the &ea:)On et. 
Would tboy •re fairer,. would 1hsy '60l"e rn.are B'V'l 
But wm 1111\T :rule ~ ohcxrds llhich natuze ot:runet 
Her child, though not bcr £avcw:.i te, w her tJ11tJN 

SUbni ttine still, thm simply have I aung 
And., thus by thee befriaDled,. forth I bring 
~ fria'lddlip's offering- bl~ rL IDal\Y a Sjlring. 

sane of tba poetr,y (aa -.ell aa a £ew c£ tile novula) shO&r 

that an a.tt.trampt •o made to keep the librar.v e.'!.lrca.ct of tm 

times. The reca1niog nwels include P.obin.eon Crasoet 

,Ionath& 'Q'il4; P!z!to;i..po Pickle; GU Bl¥; tilP Vicar o.f 
: .. !Mtield (obviousl;y much app:reciatecl) cd the wo:d£8 of Scott. ( l) 

A ~ sect:km. canprisea books of tmvel by land Ed aea, 

aa ·ell as aocouute ( e- of then fictiollBl) or otm:r f:rontior 

oa::t:tunitios.. Thore 1a br.Wa by J.S. Dtl<*.~ Hgpe Isslie, 

F Earl.Y T:imes ,i9 the ~t!. (by the Autllar o:f RedMX>d, 

IJDlon, 162ah mile Vol!jf!! from the t:t.mo of Col<X:lbus boaate 

a deli~ful. fZBI&vlnB in lfhicb. a gm tleman O!l oo:meback, his 

hat atill fillll:,r on 1WJ beacl, :ia zeacui!.lg ehipwroalt~ poroona. 

Undernoath ia t~ caption; nsitgUla.r instanoe ot Intrepid 

Fbilanthto})l'41• 

'J!he philanthropic interests o:f the library'o fourder ia 

YifrY nark:sd in the mabers of such voll.lllN as 'l!ravals am 
IWaoerabos af Dl1ntmt Egtl ilf'tt W.ssiona.ri.GSJ Anti-Sl&VO!'l 

fa:mph;teta and An !ruf1W into the Ca1ses of tbe Gmoml. !Wertz 

ot mmldm (Winburab, l814J Biven to Prlngle by tho author, 

Willian De.waon) . 

The aootion on roligian j& atl".l11817 llon-ocnfo.miat in content: 

th1a waa natural con:d.derins tbe booke;routld :f'rcm llbich the Soottiah 

l. Pri1:lgle retera to the Glen~ Library in bin letters. 
lie 'la'Ote :f'.ran the Cape to Soott in JW'la, l62l, petitioni.ng 
hbu " to send us out hitha:r, poor exiles ws we are, in thie 
:fbrlo:m .f'ag encl o~ tba tmiverso, a set of the Scotch .:.~vela 
to recroa:to our apir1ta - ror wbioh -.:ould tbo.nkf'ully 
make him auah return, as the cowxtry D£1b niB - such au lions 
and. l«rpama *ina, .boma of rh.ioocc:rous, bu:ffaloes, GtMX>a 
& el.md.s - elephant & Sea Cow boots - Caffirs tc .eooohmans 
ooulla - or mat ~ p:lltu&ps be mare to h1a taote, a ·butt of 
the .first wine we can :nake on our :flu:ms fit £or a Ch:riatiaD 
gmtleman 1D drink." 
§.!.!. Prlngla, Soott lottco, Cory Librat"y. (Photostat; original& 

in Uatioml Library at SooUam) . 



set·tlo:aa had apt'Wlg• The libr&'ey inclmed the pu.blioatiGt:l& 

Qf ~ Beligiows 1'ract SOoiet:r, as all ae oopiea of ~ 

~AAal ;rtpsinp (1627) ana. The 11!• 1lai?ti,at ;rasaem (1825). 

Tho Asia:d.a Oboo:rrer {1823) cwtaina at>ticlao wllioh one 

would scarcely im3.e;ino us being (4 plrl.i. c.ula.r i.u.tereet to the 

Glen Izynde.n pioneers.. Perhf:ive they 01JJoyed: dThe state of 

Feoale SOciety in Greece" or ••.Br.i. tiah !.!C:mnahis:n., or 1fannars 

arxl Cuatccs o:r the ~~nks ~d ... "'t.mo of Eaglawl"• 

The zennants o£ tbe library is deficient in ba:albooks 

such ao might have met the practical needs o:f the &ettlezs. 

(UQ!nestic !'edioine or tho Famil;r P8xaioim is a.l.most the only 

exception). It cotmdns tho uaetul admonitiom "Even hoU008 

mic.h are built for the poor Ollght to be dry!J. 

It is :possible that the absence of books on auch practical 

matters &a gardening and lrusbaxrlry was due to their popu.ls:rity. 

The lib:mr:ton must have :room it difficult (the tim<fl ani 

comr::unieations being what tho,y ml."El) to secure tbe return of 

wmtevar the lib.~ prOVided in tho wr.q of ~it yuurself" 

in'!:tmetion .. 



APPI.:lniX .a. 

Jlaen1ficent and aisht,- la.nu ~ill now, 
'l'ba.t :tzom oroation•a dam hut sime upxoazed1 

~ ti.ua cwd stom thy ~ bmw, 
Say! was ia (sic) elowl-cap•t thus, thou. erst a.ppeor'd 
To that bold Mo.r.lner. mat time be clea.r'd 
The cape terrifio, and unkno1ll bef<rtl 
Across the South Atlnntio time bo steer•d 
R1o bazk, all :reckleaa o£ the te:lpest•s roar 
To India's fablod land, ani uncliecovar•d ehoret 
For hi£h renown, am 110t :tbr wealth he awsht 
Let Gold &l.lure tho sordid an! the Slave -
For~ it was the daring <WJA. i'ol18bt 
tith tbo mal eeas tba victor ot tb.e nvel 
Alld as he paae'd tho J)l.'CIIM)llWr.Y, gave 
The n&:1e of Rope to thi• tEmpestuous SJ;ilcm 
tbiah reareazzt eoule bad D8V8r dar•d to br.:'ar~G, 
And call 'd the Cap& o:t 3tol'm8 till than with tear 
He of the Antar:ct.1.c G8G8 the dauntless PioDOOrJ 

w. 
cape Tom. 
(No.5· Qot.lj, 183(). p.67). 

Tb9 ~ 'T' 1'I8S also the author o£ tbe :tbl101fin6' 

the most literate, atmteinod and intuesting narrative oC its 

tJpo whidl I cane aczoss in rrr:t pu:rauit of oiscell.arJeous verse 

publioatioll8. The .a,rontc attitude o£ the wthor is aa obrioua 

as the Jtiltonic echoes in the teEt. lt is not withcnt its 

a.ft:lnities with tbe poetry of Canpbell: tho doecription Qf the 

~boy "laloso sleep WBa orsdled in the daahing s.p~ f tbo 

image a£ tho Uon and the albatzo&ef tho dellaht in tho starm 

together ritb the rauantic at'fi.ma:tion o:t tbe a:>ncludi~ lines. 

"'!Lbe Cape or storas• 
Written at Sea. 

Spirit ~ Gamr1 'l:'OWd 1he &tol.'DJ,y cape, 
Tbstri.ding ihe rule wbirlw:l.nd es thy ateed-J 
The thunder o1.otnt tey car - tba' apectxoe sha.po 
GisanticJ \flo upon the gale dost £eed 
A.Ili c1r:i.nk 'flle ter spout, - t.by' allrotxl, tho skioa; -
!!Q' sport_, the SOUth rmd vast Atlantic Se&J -
'lb1ne ~~ the l.Wlt'ning's ftaehl - AWakeS m.-iee 
Fl:O::l wt tho deep~ in dread am a.w£ul aov':rei8lrtyl 
Uow bast thou rlaent :qy heaven it 1a a aisht 

ot Gocl-likB, graul, and gl.ori.ous to behol d.; 
TJl.:No elODmta oontom, al'li fierce in fisbt 
Aa those llbo wm:T'd with J!lighty Jove ot old. ~ 
~ Godl it' 8.1\Y doubt tey being• Ol:' rate 
Vith Y81n and :lmpi.ou.s mind, at ~t ~ pow'r• 
So may it be 8UCh darilW aoeptic'o :fate 
To pass tbe Capo of stoma, wben &l'lg17 tenpoots lower. 

• The Titans. 
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Do•st note tbe sath'ring cloW.s, 08 on thro' lle&Y'n 
The¥ a_peed their mid~ 1"l!ebt •twixt sea. GlVl skies; 
Lilla to tho t.trst-bom by the ~ driv•n 
On -.rt.ht with :f'l•ing aom. :f'razl Paredi•· 
De •et aark tba t~>irit stirring of the deep• 
As onward s weer• the etozmy burricanei 
BDuAd. libt a roarill8' lion b'om hi& sleep, 
!bat wildq stazee ~, and shakes his Magq amet 

Nor doth he wake in vain. 1i'zan hi& abod.e 
Hath oooan r.tsea1 in tord.ble &'E'l.'&Y, 
:!sglrlfi.aant ae when the voice or God 
Call 'd forih 'the 110rld, ban c:baos, il:rto dayl 
'Tie nishtt and now the teopast tbrouded bark 
ti~ 8\lrSO laah'd Ol'&st, upborne aloft• doth :d.de 
Upon the heaving billon, vast and dark -
And bravu, aa did the Patriaz'ch1o a1k, the 

'tlhelmi:ng tido. 

<11. Gall it ia & ~earfUl alshtt am all arouDd 
Is di...:J., d.roar, SDd d.arlt, both near and :tar, -
Saw, \llh.tm. to make the cSarJmeas J:101'8 prot'ow:ld 
And visibl-e, ar.1e pale and tldnkling star 
Peeps :for an inst.tmt :tbrth, am. then, oa •twue, 
In ~ recedes,- or the pbospboric d8lh 
Of wild lDrlB aweeptng •ves, with horrid gl.C"e, 
Li.glta up the dread abyaa, am ehinos alo~ tho spluh, 

ADi waste of wa.Wr&, like to the pale horae 
nbom cleath Call ride upon tmt awf\al 41v. 
m.n sun, am IDQ)n, au1 stan have run their coureo' 
The world and. tinle itself' be &apt omvt -
All! now tho 1lfltl1ng moon wcu.lc1 :fain :fw:th shine, 
ADl thN' tho heav•ns pu:nJUB hm' wontod. trackJ 
Bit tbrM wild ~ ele::»nt.e combiae 
At OIJCO in unison, am drift her rudely backl 

Did.'at hear that cl."a8h - trroeDious aa the roc, 
Which burat OD Sinai's mad.t, t01Jeb!ng heavtn, 
ta.l ."tw U. lDJ:d. Cl'1 'that aU-eaored ahom, 
To man in 1ibulxler SI8Z'8 b:1a naa:t 8 e;iv•n. 
Did'at m&1S a£ that deatructiYC elecellt 
P.l.'auethean DBlll'd, the ~d and lurid ~t, 
'lith TiYid. f'lallh, t'rclal hoa'f''n directly amt. 
Li]D) 'the lit f.l.cae t:hich aUuck the upostato SaW. 

in nigbtl 

Buk to the 1Wld~ng of the etoc split aa:U, 
ADi muk the Dled-l.ik& quiv'rizlg or the m&eti 
Uatl List, ye to the howling of the ple, 
Dnadful. aa the ~'a ti\ap its blaetl-
0'1 ERICh a niabt, the t•lYe Diaciplea ariecl 
l:n :tear, al¥i mus 'd the Saviour 11"CX!l hia sleep I 
Jeaua uoae, the elllm8l'lta .to chida, 
•suenoe, ,_ aDS17 Yd.Dla• aDl peace, tbou troubled 

deep'. 
So upalra the Son of God.l and tbua al.lay'd 
The atom "Gb1ch bowl'd qxm. the ~ ahol\)J 
Pxa::lpt at his call, tbe tempest's rage obey'dJ . 
~&e Winds were buah!d - the atora co.c.a'd to roarl 
Qlon Ro7&l Canate once, Jd.th scepter•d ha:rJd, 
J.Dl :mb•4 in pride ot earthly majeuty, 
Forbade the aea to daTe to lave tho l.atd, 
~ wilcl waves ro.ae in aport, mxl roll'd all heed­

leas byl 



Jehovabl what ia can oampa-r'd nth thee -
Or acm of man - in mockery o-r eenae, 
That he mould d.a1'8 U8lJile tbe DeitT? 
<b, lflml liOUl.4 •at learn to kiDJ tb1.De icapotenoe, 
~ Uttl011888, and infer:i.ari~t 
Clxte hie thoe to thG88 ~ of ibe ~ 
Baba14 the :taoe ot God upon the sea, 
ADl 'Cn:Ship in the sale.. hie dl:9sd .Alnda.b'tJ' to=J 

M see the dark11ns spiri.t of the n:labt. . 
IJ.'bf4 llrood.bJs sate upon the mt•:ey pl..Sn, 
Fliotl at. the awroaah <If thee, Etbaroa1 Lt.&b'tl 
Awaking now the Ul'li"ftll.'88 86atnl 
'l'he aea-bo7 wt, 1Ud9 msralillg of the b~1 
m,.o- al.eep ... cmdled in the daab1ng 8JI1"88Y, 
AJ3d. ~cl Ul>Qn tbe hifjl &1'ld gi~ mat, 
Rsp:w'losa of the atom - unsoala his eyea ith dQ-1 

Ye 1lbo woul4 f'urtJler seck -to know c:4. Liabt, 
Go read it aa recorded m the page» s .!Uton,lbok :tn. 
Of' that :IJ:mortal baxd., beMi't a£ a~t 
Bhlaolf' - tho 6od. l.U:a Hooer r4 his aael 
011 for ODe apuit of that ooloatial £la:la, 
That inspiration ODCa to !!Utou giv'n,. 
\1hich lit his wq to newr 4fin5 ~ 
1Jhe fire .. •tbe pamp, and prodigal~ 1iY of hmv'n' I 

In claad magntfi oenae, tb& lu:r:id aun 
!low pierce• tbro' the 't«a1l88't-~ elq, 
And drives the tb.un4o:r G1.ouds 481'k lOlling on, 
Aa .1atan cd. bi8 .rObGl. tribe mm saen to ~ 
Befbm tho md r.l. ht am of GodJ - lio ~ 
~ orient pnoplo t:i.n88, ~ hie riset 
In aol1tar.r ap~ he ankee, 
And sei aee, as by sta:rn, at once on all tbe ald.eal 

Did'& nru"k: iibo 1lbale that daah'd along Ule deep, 
·~ ot all the ocean born that roa• a » .filton,~k I. 
L1lm tbat tori&thi81l1 1llhca Q'1C8 asleep, 
The mriner (as an tbrougb. :N'o%1r!V' a f'oa:n 
He etec'd hill 1'Ude aDd llba:tter•cl ald.tt) at night_ 
tA8took 1m: lam., eo vast and sUll. bAa 88Blll9d1 

A.nll anabar'd thus • then J."OJJe in wild a.t:t'r18ht1 
f4lon morning .. o dam U;pCI1 tl» miBh'Q' moru1ier bearn'cl• 

A8a1a ha comaal gigantic as the beast 
Of old, that Cocl in IDDrc.J aent. to save 
Tbe prophet Jcmah, £r<:c the :f'OBQ' yeast 
or R"'8... hio elae 1mknet1•4 - un.aiU.'Ouded grt.Nol 
'1!xree cJap am ni8bta, the slintr monator lll*i 
Ria liiiV't aa thus the <lboa'n o£ God he ~. 
B.T "ra«in« tloo4a• aad •ems encc:mpaeood •, 
91on caot hill all1macath'd vpm the S;trilll al»rel 

Hark tD the aea-:lOW1 8 wild aDd piercing abrieka 
Aa 1'QlD1 1be stroDg ribb'd balS th.fG' hover .nigb~ 
Row o•er the avon 'Illite :t'oatt 't.b&1' 8ldm thEdr books -
now :tar &WIQ' 'they ~, am nook tho Blql 
- M rm.rk the mieht W"X1 mjesty o:t •ti.Qn 

0£ him • lho .-aeps cloud cl~a.ving from the beJ.sbt • The. 
0£ hoav•n- it is tbe Oor:dor o~ the ocea..n. Albat.roaa. 
So :nobq doth he BoaT aloft - ao bold his fliabtl 



The aspt.rati<ms o£ thia bh'd ariM 
.Above thoBB eagles that CIO IIQGll ata.r. 
o•er CllirclabuO, loftiest in ibe akiea -
at AXIdea, 'Giant o£ tb8 fJeatern ate-• I 
:F.rom countain on to m.aunt&i.n let thaa uraw 
~r nszo.tOWZ' t'11ght, aid habitati<mB ohfmge, 
Hie resting place the south Pacii'ic ~ -
All heav-n hie !1Jrie, axl :Dmaene1ty hie Rtmgel 

Agahwt the oonquoat crown'd Dicta.tor'a s-.v 
:r.rcm SN:die, when the noble Cueius d1'9W 
Ria legiom forth. 1n battle's stern arr&;~, 
~en audl a bird it was, tbat hov''ring .£leiJ 
11pon h1a '£<m!J8r enaiBD' - 'tiben vould feed 
!P'.I.'cm out the eoldie.r* s hand a, and .floppitlg fJ.y 
Ria b1'oad extended winga. that SEK£1 'd to ~ 
'fbe erabattlod Bilans on to certain victory! 

!u.t at Hl1Upp1 so~, be tha we gone 
Aal Yalt~ cttowB, and ld:tea, Wl'Q aoen iM'ttlad 
~r those 1lbal hope of -00nquen had :f'luah 'd on, 
Now vanquiab 'd 1~, the d;yiDg and the Uad..t 
- •Twu auoh a bird, all wild am young that :roee 

Vhen SWeclUb Cb&T.-loa, with 'aoul o~ :tim' want £ortht 
Atll 'ba:le at l!dasalrt',. aid polar t~~D~B, 
To plarxt hia atadard an the Gtee,ple of tho nod:t -

M when the fialdo fOrtune of the .r, 
.Aa hiDto37 'tella, an dl."escl Pultowa•a ~ 
Pomoak tbe wa:r:riar king, am 11009d tne czar, 
The bird bad lfing'd his oaglo f'llgb.t awa.TI -
On clar.tng pini-on bozone - 'twas such that o•ar 
!be 110darn Hamdbal seen to £1:3, 
Abow Saint ~ •a Alpmc SD011&, to soar 
~o Fame' a proud Ttmple, am tunutterabl~y high'. 

Tbere wem, who said o'er lq'bia•a arid lla8te, 
And chief' the P1r&l1d"a din solitude, 
The eelf .. aame bbd, his f'ligrt had bold.ly trec•d, 
And OliC8 befoxe on Im.i •a brid.SQ boa1 vimr'd -
To sweep I.fano8o's :f'ieldt he left the Alpa, 
A l.au.N1 W1'Utth ineorib'd bo waved an bigb• 
~ gain'd llith nobler apeedt their 'SDOWJ' scalps•, 
~ wreath enroll• d, Uapoloon am. Viotox,.S 

1\r Dsmtbo•a da.1::k:l.7 mllir,a tide, am o•cr 
The :field ot Austorlits • on i¥lau'& plain 
At Friedland - Joaa- BDrl:l.n - Ulm - cmoe mOJ:e• 
All sglendid did hG ~a:r agmnl 
On lloi.JCOW' 8 CGIIlfl.agra.ti<m - lilhen. the SUD 
Tum.•4 ~pale, am aiclcen'd at the sight, 
~ G881e ea. his zaoa of Glorz 1'Wlt 
!fa triad in ftin to soar ... then sb.riek•d. alii SUDk :In 

n:igh'll 

Chi hGsta and look upon~ glorious aona, 
!lhe bow o~ ~ thich gil;dles halt the s1q, 
~ beavtnly azdl, bJ the A.l.oiBhv thrown 
In vut; ant 1nf'1nite wrietJ' 
~tints most beautiful, - til' llmaortal.'s span 
1'o mortal a1e;ht diopla.y•d in time o~ ~ 
!l!le great Craatar•a OO"'Immmt vitb mm, 
1ba.t wbelming W£\ters dlould e'er l.arJ1 prevail no tm"el 



l,l1hou pledaa redfW:Gd of the .Dei-Q-1 
To mm bel.ow• in oonoolation aant~ 
'!hou f'a.Ueat, br.I.Btlieat ri&ian c£ tbe aq, 
! hail. thee.l Dolphin <d the ~~ 
For each tJUOceed.inc ~ ohanr,e .:l.Dibw."G 
Thee with a oagl.c oolour, that doth ahino 
liore splet¥114 than boi')re - till all tll;y' hues 
P.roGl.ain the God at onoe, - like h1n. ~ ~·ora divine! 

And if Q1 cm:tb.. th7 bGaa:tJ' be utxera, 
When rterd o'er JllOU'Ilta1n ~t, or lavol plaint 
Far, lovelier :rc. t'l\v' ~ted bean, 
E'r;pon.iecl o'er 11be aur.faoe of the maiD, 
Uiiib either ~ison ~ resting pl~e, 
Thou. malt• n ibe sea the l!lirl:w or tey lightJ 
~a· oooan b&ok r.n'lecta ~ miant face -
L11at lcmtm, each belovtd - both gazing td.ih delightt 

Jebovahl llith 'tl'q ~ oo=:enc•d QY strtl:Lnt 
Jehovaht with thy name 1t ab.all oonclme, 
~ thoee a.1.one 1ho track 'the dari: bluo main, 
'l'be e:;randes~ 0'£ ~ wcmd •roue worka are viewed, 
I envy DOt 'the I!Jallt whoaa in-.rd. fire 
OL aoul, expauia not, r.idi nc o'er the deep,. 
1hoee mattal aspimtiou soar not b1gher 
With the wild. WBYe&, •ere ni8ht behold him lal.d in sloopl 

Jfor met 11hatevor danawmJ ;yet D8.J" lower 
Upon nr:; life, ~ OftC4"8 ~ rq :tate-
So ab&ll it IJOOtbe me, in my latest hour, 
That once. at leaat, I tried to oelebrate 
Tb.7 praiB\lJ and in !h.T taplo ot 'tho sea, 
Its C&liOpJ", the cleaor and oloudleas aky, 
9lat fhua 1 · .atrualt the qre, am bent t1w lmoe, 
<11, Gocll 1n han.age to tey pow•r GDl oajeetJ'f 

ftth love of t'B'.il4, ~ down o£ lito awdm1 
And. bopea at bo.Doux' - i;,ba$ mbition fimdJ 
!roo aoon tb.e del!lon diaappoi.l'rtm.4mt bzoke 
Upon tie d.sq-d:reau 'Whidl those hopes Jnspir'd• 
Alll be it DO -yet, haply j;f I daN 
Uplii't a Sl.lpPliant•a vo.ico i» baav'n ttwould be 
1'hat God in ~ ~( t) acooJ:d r:ry pr8i'Or 
To die a hero's death in planting !i'J.'Qed.Qa'e tree& 

I little mclc that eaU it be upon, 
so danger lead, &1'Jl point to glox:r~& star 
In ~cjlting on the pla:ina o£ ~ 
Or •neath tby bame:rs, noble :Bolivarl 
For ainoe ~ P.t'eedal'a staD1al.'d 1a unfurl'd, 
Ql .&.tho's o:raga, and Perna;nbuco'a ahom, 
.Alike to ma, th.e eaet or weatorn wrltl, 
so that r:q aoul eeCD'i)e sUd the bsttle's roarl 
r4lon Uf'e boa eelf'iah joys ia disallied -
H caUoaa gloo:l succeed. to charilil 'd hope -
'TIMra nobler fa:r w :tall b7 Freedola"s :side• 
Than on to live a DlOOcQ' misanthrope. 
Or die a bon.rtless suicide - if l.Ue 
Bath ooas'd to please- lhat h18her aim oan be 
Thall in the gl.or.loua rapture d the strife 
To ::re:.t.~ our lut upon 1i.htQa altar - LibertT.? 



Bat •circu:Datance' is, A)'&,. one's blight and curse, 
It mara oor bast and brightest hopes - si. nee thell 
It 1111\Y not be r:J7 lot to spur .my boree 
In Freedom's ra.nkD, and aid 1ftT fellow l:le2l 
(Q:lbattlecl in ber aacr«l oauae. ) ill reni.ing 
A tyrant t a cbalna, a. bigot • a h'on c:rolll'll -

· ~patriot's and the m..rtyr'a laurel blending• 
Aid dying, strike sane Selim, or Pizarro doWl.. 

Perchance the grandest boon to be be( e) tow• d 
B:f heav•n on 1nan - the llhortest, best relief 
F.rom all his r.:ortal sufi'orings• and load 
lfhich life e1taila of~' and grief-
~ texmination ot hia woea, might be 
As now be. bmvea the billows of the C.ape,. 
To grappl• with grill Death upon the sea, 
The whirlwiD:l for its courser, am the atom its shape, 

So mi8ht lhe lla.K beeo» his coffin's shell• 
The murky cloud ennhroud him aa his pe.ll 
The roar ot distant thunder ring hia lmell, 
The li~tniDg'e :f'laab. ill.Umo hi1J :.t"'.mar&lf 
His winding sheet tbe wild white ourli~ ave, 
ibe 1'Glling billow u hie 'bier, be lent, 
The a.in his teaml tbo ocean for his grave, 
The cape or stoma i.teelt' bi& m~ty llonl.D8Utl 

C&pe !t'om. 
(No.4. Sept.l5, 18.)0. p.48) 

•• 

"i" probabq only visited. the Cape when his ship called at 

tho port. Hie verses had nothi.ng in coitaOn with settler Writing, 

of which the f'ollo.ring ia ~ar mo:r. char&cteristie in the:te ana. 
executicn (although it is compn-ative.ly mre to find s~h a 

le~ narm.tive): 

"The IAladon ~and Ostrich ... 

bhen drem;'r ~·· sad day& were o'er, . am gentle psoe 
re t"ul'nhlg, 

ADl t.lmoe were cha:ng'd, 111d prices down, - l'.lla1V' a om 
woot orurning, 

I left rq place in Be:rklqy-.a~, ~ cu.rricle and 

d~·-
ily sbatter•d 1brtune to~. by maki~ uine and 

bra:tld3, -
I left old Englaild'd chalq cliffs to aouthe:m climoa 

resorting' 
~albatross am £lying :tish and dolphins py were· 

sporti.ng; 
I left old Engltllld'a froat-bcnmi streams am snow 

white covered mountains.• 
1'0 greet more k.i.Dl congonial gleans, gl.'aen woods, aDd. 

shady £ountaina. 
I 'tb.ougb.'t up<:m. Sol.lth A:tr.lo•a plains that are dcscxib'd 

b;T BanD ... 
Ani 1118h 'd that I we:m sa.t"ely there, 'behind cy plouell 

or harlOw. 

• (.Last dq of Dec.l8l9 - Great F.roat). 
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•(y milJl RUt fill'd with cluatGJ.'i.ng grap88 sod 
pretty wreatha of f'lowere~ 

Arll bow I'd court the rul"&l !fuse in Great 
Filh River' a boweraJ 

Far I had beard of shepherd's lives, of 
COridon am Flora, 

And many a pretty tale had read c£ 
Damon and Paatora. 

Uith lambs arxl ewoe, ar.d oountl.'y views,. 
am :t:.Wlds o£ gol.den pain, 

.fly mind .a frauebt, ani then I t~t Of 
citiea 1'li th diadain.. 

Upon the boundleas vast ~ fOr maz:w 
a month l¥)lf miling, 

On oloee encumbez''d cleoka a:>nf'in'd, - to 
ce •twas like a jaili.IIg. 

At length on A:!'ric'a stomy oo~t, tbro' 
aurga &111 foam • landed, 

Tho~ one good Qhip was burnt and lost, 
and ot.."le:rs nearly stranded. 

The whales atld nonstera o£ the main along 
the coast wem playitlg1 

The elephant ar.d huge e&&o-OOW upon 'lle 
strand BBm et~t 

The wlt'u.l'e ani tho peliCan above our hems 
-.;ere soar:lng, 

1be fiercer 'Qranta of the wild in the deep 
woods were roa.r.tng, 

ft.e bustard ani the eagle tribe,• in sea.wh 
err 11:1akea wore waJ ktng, 

The ostrich and the gentle crane along the 
plains were stalking, 

ft th bil'ds of e:very ftlrm and hue eaah rllitlrl"'W 
Kloof was ringing, 

lhoM croald.ng sounds am hollow n'*es were 
a.l\Y1in8' but singine;. 

In anow-white tents, on :m.tiCilB fed, upon the 
beach now lod8'insl 

In bulloclc-waggcma, stroo.g and slow, with 
Dutchmen rough, mw dod.ging 

With Af:do's IJ'IIIW.l:'tb;y :tlat-:!aoed a008, or 
st~'d t.raJ.a..y a.ttenUng, 

ThroUgh tracta eo strange am scenes so nel;l, 
fl.'am mom to niBht we wander'd• 

Reflection~ the cmange could bear, our 
lri u were well niSir sgpander'di 

The panther aruel through tbe night, with ev':r:r 
beast was howling, 

The dxead ~on our heels, with wolvee am 
wild eats yowling; 

With aloes and m:ilaosu Pi/, the plains nrc 
studded over, 

The drifb ant banks were hanging green with 
abrubs l!lQre IJ'Aieet ihan clover, 

ifith hyamanthU& l.'8d am goJ.dt the very shade, 
1'188 glowing. 

Strelltza here, in md blue, appear'd in 
stateliest pride, 

\th:Uat pendant f'lowere of diff'rent hues hung 
fraa the row:Ji buab. aiQ.e, 

Which, vying with the variws greens, in concord 
sweet 1li th view, 

!Jhilat ev•xy plain, BDi hill a.nd dale, Bee!ll'd 
prodigal of shew: 

~ lovely d.oros aD1 wo{)dpeaken with bealtoous 
loor1es fluttenng, 
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The toucans .and the sprew•a gq, in r:wery 
bush were <ilatteringJ 

In deeper woods we:ze buJ:l'alo • a (sic) ani eveey 
~ oreaiuxe, 

The monkey cd the wild baboon, md brl.tWs of 
ev•r.y :feature, 

With qu&8ga& ani the wild gazelle tbe plain8 
were aoatter1d owrt 

fbo mountains b.ro118 and acarry cliffs the pendant 
sbru.bn did cover. 

On Great Fiah River• .& wide-s}Xr'ead plains .at 
length our course was emed, 

IocatiOn:J fixed, alXl wattled huts with theao 
no;r SCGm . .s vexa bl endedi 

But mw mis:fortuna, bitter ~t, Ylb> long~ 
hopea had blasted. 

tith rust and mildew, drought and. bl.i.aht, our 
la.tft aamll means hw:l wa.atedt 

In these fair ple.ino ami healthy climes• we 
stron~s allaoat .fasted, 

The porcupine our gardens l."'bb'd o:f' wbe.t tb9 
drought had left ua, 

The tyge:r:, 1101£, or wild dog, still of sheep 
and lr:.'i.m bereft ua, 

lhilat fiercer Caff:r&a c!.rwe our plains of all 
that tmse had apar•a., 

And worse than Job, or Prcdigal, '38 hu:ngr;f 
aettle:rs far•d. 

Ot:le t~, as wandering with 1QY gun, •twas in 
tho morning ea:rly, 

Hopi~ to find a buck or bird., :tbr I \IR1S 
sta.ning noo.rl.J', 

When7 ~"ing t'flrou6b a. S&illd)t £la.t, l¥i th 
heath and long grass cover'd 

l luckily 'spied a. neat ... of ostrich eggs 
balf tl!lOther'd, 

Wh~ ~ an o.strich anug ani saf.'a lE had m«le 
her dear deposit, 

Ard safer thought her dla.rge was laid tl:m 
miser cask in oloaGt. 

So large a burtllern safe to gain, homeward. 
I qui~ poateclJ 

And soon I hoped. £or breakfast good to have 
some nicely roasted.. 

Returning qui.ck with ~ aa<k and dOuble­
'bar.rell•d gun, 

I eharply then 1(Y" prey did pack. and haue 
prepa.r•d to run, 

When who should DOw nth l!IOnd•rou.s speed and 
fierceat wrath appea;r• 

And close ,pursuing on BfY track had soca 
approaeb.•d Df3 rear; 

Bllt Jlrs. Ostrich, stou.t arr1 bold) with Wint;."G 
am feathers rowing, 

With gall and Bpite and bitter rage and. angr.y 
fury blOwiXJg., 

The strait a oircui~ round. me toQk as I stood 
'the:m con:toumecl, 

.Pld 6U1'e 1£ I had. longer st&r,Y•d ~ would have 
ae aurrowned. 

•(~ ostriches 
ll\Y their eggs 
together) 
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Down went the esgs, dom •nt tbe guo.. no 
time was left for x:lUSi.Jl6• 

Or rv poor bono8 with stump a:rn beak abo soon 
wau.ld be.ve beEn bruiaingJ 

F'Ol" hL\d I s'tt\Y'd to :fire ey pin tbia Q 
:fear and 'l:read,. 

Aai only maim'd or WOWld.ed her, she soo.n had 
kiok'd ma dead.. 

'BUt not fight wt run alfldiY• then stay hem to 
be slain, 

Far he that <moe can e,et safe home may liw to 
run aga.m. 

·~ea.riod am. faint, quite near rq hut, I £ell 
down by a tree, 

.Ani ft>llo.,, mo she ,mj.gbt or not., I m•er look'd 
back to see. 

~having aheken ott iq i'sar,. a.m. also gain•t 
my breath,. 

I started on JnY lega again, and vow•d I•d be 
her death. 

Of brother oookneya brave and stout, a gallant 
squad I muster'd, 

Who talked big, u i'orlh - ma.roh 'd am bragg'd 
ani swom, am blW~ter'dt 

'ile vo111d, i£ she should ua attack, to stand by 
one anothe-r, 

And boldly char8'& hro: Juat aa though, each fought 
to save a brotherJ 

:Btrt coming to the apot a.t last, we look'd a 
little paler, 

Ani held 0\.\r peaae, but llhether 'twas for ·:rtm.t 
or it. or valour, 

I nsver learnt, :tbr she had left, the ooaat bath 
Wide and o.lear, 

ADl as we oould not see her nigh, it quite 
:ren:OV''d our i'ear • 

. ~aterl.ous ca.aet tue 8AOk ani ogga wat"e no11bera 
to be :found, 

And my poor double-b&rrell• d sun ls.v broken on 
the grounl. 

~e quickly jtdg'd, without debate, •twas best 
to hie &Wa::J', 

Far £er.~,.r that she bel'U.M acae buah might still 
in ~ec:rat lay. 

PlECa'd now to think aha wa.u not there, but 
BOrr'J' for tt• eggs, 

Far I, witb hunger and with .fear, could actU"Oely 
keep my 166Bt 

so, picking up my brolwn gun. strait bogan to 
tl.ulge, 

~ btilind us nar am then, aa we f~ h<X!O 
did blngeJ 

Each boe.st.ing lllhat he .,Ul.d hare dom bad ~ been 
at the plaoe, 

~ush all wem very gl.od at hetu't at..e had mt 
sbotm. her £aoe. 

Now, brother spo;x"tanan, here o.t1'.&d, to this 
my ::mel .ua:rration. 

Ani ere you start on sportt~ like these, 
Cvns:ider woll t be occasitlh 

Sol.im. ~eld, Alban;r~ Nov.l0.163Q. ('!harfiold", the homestead. 
of tha settler, Jtl.lea Bowker. l:ie had nine eons. ~ identity 
of "Selim" is ~). 

(Vol. 1. 163(). P•97) 



!lhe following ~ is an exsmplo of the ~ af' didoatio 
verse inspired by the pbilanthropiets. 

"On a lady teaching a Fomale Af'rioan Slsvo"'. 

Peace! Peaco on earth, am £air eoal-w:Ul to you, 
"Yc aona of Ucntt• SUOh have -the glr.d. aQ.IIlds been 

That bo:re the tiding& o:f this lovely scene. 
Picture of pc3CQ, and lo·va1 a..."l.d. 11ercy too, -

Picture of holy oba:rityl Serene 
And mUd, and beautil\ll, as ever threw 
Ita quiet Guid.o-Unt on rapt 'roua viell'• 

For here ars earth' a ct:re.:aest ends co:aoined, 
..Alld sweet it ia to nom how pes.oeful grows 
T.be straggling desert flower, beside the 3:080 -

The :rose of §gfrl.a.r.da and to. find 
Tho :toulptur'd lip o:r maeay bronze, so close 

To ono, (by tho dQep contrast more ref"in'd,) 
1'he bre&tbing image Qf' a spotless mind. 

And neet to mark with vba.t a docile gaze, -
Mth wbat a aoul.-auD:bl'd and ao:t'ten'd look 
Ror l'ustroue f¥38 gleams o•er the Sacred Boold 

Uhose m.ighty pow~r QiiUlipotent, al.laya 
ThG stxuggling paaaionl$ tba.t havo :tiet'cely ahook 

'1'he bosor:m of her race in other d~a. 
AM tu.ma the war-sane to a song of praise • ........ 

In No. 10 of the aeOQld volme of tM G&Htte the odito:r 

ihe fo11ow:Jng imprcnptu lines by Coleridge, 
have been kindly preaonted to ua in the band.• 
m ting o£ tho1r author. - .Ell. 

God Qmipl.>eamllt 
... .fy .ta.'ker! at thy Povror tho trace 
In every creaturo•a :fox:n a.lld :face, 

Tho r.ond 'ring Soul aurveya1 
Tey wisdom, infi.nite above 
Seraphic thought, a llathar•f) lovo 

AB intinite displqa. 
Thou mad •at, then :fill est, Ea:rth and Air, 
Yet d:idst 'the lisp~, !rant deela.re, 
1\le mole Earth's -voice a.ni aindt 
01 let us .till with heed.tul heert, 
Lard1 evou as -:thou all present art, 

Thy p~oe knolr a.rJi f1ndl 

Then come what will of 1feal or .:>et 
Joy's ·boaaa sp:d~ aball ~flow: 
For tho• •tis Heaven thy Self to see, 
i1b.ere but ~ ~ i'alls, Grief cannot bo~ 
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The r:J of Good Hope Lit&rar;r ~XIS, Jmes L. Fitzpatrick,Eaq. 
(editor l?rlnted tmi J:Ubliah0d by 13.J.vcon de Sandt de Villie:rs, 

Cape Town. 

This ~;asine, which AllJtl&Ted in 1847., 'AS a.nothor attanpt to 
eetabliah anini~ per.iodioal in English. Ito pl:O::lOters 

hopod that it wcW.d becor-.e tttheC cyion Of Souih African Li:ter·c~ture.• 

They pxt i'ort.-axd rllmlbor of .re..'"\.SiOns mich (in their opinion) augorod 

11 t'or the tn.1CCeS8 at the venture. ana was the presance at the 
Cape of "gontl81l9n connoated with tile r.ci.litary and civil &ewD'lm8llt 

cf the col~, a::.d ~bem a£ the 1~ prafeasiona.. •• n at¥>ther 

••• unlike the .Britiah aottl~ in othe1' parts 
a£ the globe, -c-a do net look to the aother oount~ 
as our ooly co.ono<.'tiX".\1 link with -the civilif:od 
world .... The arrival o:f' Iniia.n nows ia !oobtd 
i'or'l:a.rd. to almost ca e~ly aa that :fra'4 Englam ••• 

On tho mole thi~ was a very un1n,apiring publication. Tbe 

occaaiOD&l verse "A Paraphrase of Horace" am. ".Fairies" roveals 

that the authors wel'e detemined not to ackuowledgo their 

onvirozment. AlDlost the only exception is "Dirk va'l Splinter, 

a leg«ld. of the Devil' a .Peak" by H. van Plaaka, p.lbl.iabed. in 

wlu::se u. No.5. Voltr.Je ll. ?to. 6, contatna a oontimantal tale 

by llrs. lfard: "~4.rmie Kaxwell, the girl who wi.sbed to better 

herself". It ia SGt in E.1gla.ud. 

The Gap! lb:ttaq .wne. illiam Brittain, 
Cape Tolm, Janua;cy to June, 1857· 

The editor o£ th:ia ,PUblication uOO.e a special efforl to 
encourage local versifie:as. In volU!ie l he pxo~ critical 

ocmaenta in a aorieo of a.rticlea ooti tled ''Rejected Contributior:e". 

1pluno 11, Jucy .. Deoember, 1657, c01ta.ina a verse narrative 

UThe Wild Hw::zt.er'a Legem• wr.ich is entixeq derivative. 

~e maguine boasted a. regular "Literary Review" in lbieh 

SJJecial attention ft.tl given to vol'Uilles of .Afr.1.c:en hwlti.'''lg and Travel . 

~ore was also a fictional serial Qf (and thia was ra.xc) local 

interest: "Ka.f.ira and. Ka:f'irland - A «Jettlor•s Story". 

OccaaioDal. verse waa still appeerine; ragu.l.&rly an the black man. 

Hom ia w1 ex:tx:\Wt :from "Tli.t) Scttn.e of the Zulu .. sacre, after tho 

:aattle"; 



Rotting on the rocking strandt 
Children or wild ZUJ.u-ltmi. 
Statt srd bare their .ooroos lie 
S't:ratched bmleath the ~rchi~ sq .. 
Ullile 1he ecavengers o£ heaven, 
r.oJ:P the :feast that death he.s giV()Jl. 
Wheeling, clrcling overhe!l.d, 
ilith their giant wirJgs 01.1tspreadJ 
Slow ani ata1iely they deacem, 
Slow and eta.tel¥ downward bond; .......... 



AP..?ENDIX C. 

(William La.yton Sammons, lid., Publis.h.or, "md Proprietor} 
.... Cape Town. 

In .,A:frican Poet~, 01.1.g:i.nslu - a regular fes.tuzs of 

hia journal, 82£:1 Sly printed or:f.ginal oontributions. Be 

often a.dd.oQ. critical conzncnts. 

(1) 

On AJ:takou.' s wrdant plain, 
ihare Keiska;:taa's va.ters flo•, 

T"llua the ea.gle-eysd ~.fakanna 
Supplicated, bonding low .. 

"rtr the lonely or,pba:r1' a aoaning, 
.1\T the widowad 'WO.ln&n 's e.igh, 

B.Y the cbildleea DOther-' e groaning, 
Gmat. UlarJgl:ta hear my cry. 

By the crintson blood that tingea 
AU the rivers o:r OU'I." la.nl, 

1\r the abouta of fiemiah trilZilph 
.Bursting fran tbe Christian band. 

By our country's bleeding so~wa, 
By the '~'bite oppres&ar1's sne.or, 

~ our fathUt"''a bonaa polluted, 
God o£ Battles lend thine ear • 

.li'rom th.Q white oloud ihero thou rid.eat, 
stmtch thine arm o£ v~G dom 

From the browe of Ama.nglosi, 
Snatoh prowl victory• a stained crown." 

Earkl tho p~r aaca1da to Togub, 
J?orne 011 the tornmio wild, 

And his voice above ·the 1thirlwind 
~ ra tbu.a bie noble child. 

· "Rouae thee, rouse thee, great 'lak:a.una., 
Rouse thee lilt;a a Chieftain brave, 

Seim thine assap:l. am buokler, 
:ae a wo.rrlor not a sl&Ve. 

let not fear thy boaal1 enter, 
Hor thus eping idly kneel, 

Child of he:roe&, thou must grapple 
i th the pale %1:1Al'aui~r' .:S steel. 

Where thou &fMlri tho white cloud gath •r.ing, 
Thom my mighty aro shall be, 

And the fiory bolts of heevon 
From the foe thy country free., u 

Riaing .fma the eo.rth, ~ 
Up\'tln'd tm'ned hi" e)·oa a.g&in, 

\ibilo thus he vowed, "0 .KiDg of Heaven, 
"'.IU the spirit& of the EJlain, 



"I do awear l will devote a.et 
To my iaj'tl.Z'ed. count:q's ca.une, 

Bot till :treOO. .f'.ral wi'..ite oppression, 
s·tq my hand or ;fearing pau.ae. ft 

Then with hope his bos-om glowing~ 
Quick he soiaed his mthles3 spear, 

Ru.ahed. -co 'bnttle, l.ili:e a. •'N'rior 
Hur.cying to aooo triumph nc~v• 

Who sb&ll Mad the tear of sorrow 
OYer :fl.'Oedm!t's bl~ gt"a.ve, 

Where her hi&h-30Ul 'd eons have ±"allen, 
*Neath the dlildren of the wa.w. 

Clothed with llie, ani youth :i.mmortal 
:F'.Nodom ~t she.ll leave t·he tomb, 

Like u. Ph~ni%. from her- a.<ttca, 
Rising, diuipa.te the gloom. 

Wild .e...>W. :f'ree in dllaa.l:'ts cradled, 
She ats""ain shall •~• our f'ir~, 

Arld oppreasion pale ani trerubling• 
:fall •neath her indignant ireo 

Cape Town. W.Y • 

(Vol. 2. J'ul¥s 1844. No.%. p.2) 

The Iil.tontie:t'B::t6"l' s reply to this (published in the sane 

jo~) wan, very lll:derst~r:4ahly: 

'tllbe Atrioamers• Via:&:' Sat~g" .. 
Air - "A' the Blue .Bonn.ats are over the lnrder". 

lfaroht ~chl Cabo E .and Oa.ledonl' 
:lOun.t JOur fleet steads, they axe E:ileek - in SOOd order. 
llaroht rlaroht Stellanboach - Swellendan~ 
Ev'er1 brave Burgllor ~ust off to tbe .t»rd.ert 

Drive old .:J&oO!.lo 
Ri.ght i:r.lto tl» Somo 

SpaN rot his ho:tnes ~]0 be.ve wtcheJXd our broth.rent 
Down with So.ndilli, 
;'ith BoiimAn ~ Rilit 

Soon will their oonee on the plaine be seen witooril:g • ...... 
• An old Portuguese lW.1le :for the Cape. 

{Vol. ;. Feb .. 1846}. 

Duri.:g the Kaf'fi.r Y:tt;rs nuntbem q£ doggerel s~s of this 

na·l;!n-e wero 1l!:'itten and Eiet to popular tunes. 

ThEre ia an entertaining reference by 5am::::lOns to a predecessor 

o:f' his; a JOOst optiu':i.stic gentleman, cflllf.d De:npster,_ who published 

'i'he C!Pe .0~ Good, poP! PamE!!l!t (1841) , "the first o:t: which proved ihe 

last". '!'he author Wa£1 mthing if not oonfident~ -
Like an inoreaaing population 
Fl'OJil a. rising gan£ation, 
Or :impOrtant emigration: 
so will .!!!.!, publicatiaa. 
Have a wide c:i1'CUJ.ation .... 
••• 

a. Pe~ PUblicatiop. printed hero may be :rmdered far superior to 
e.rss other of 1ibe eort tba.t can be Printed in Dlrope, a.rJ.d I doo't 
see Jbat could prewnt tha bom beililg exP9rled to all parta of 
the globe tar sale~ 
(The cape o:f Good Hopg Psnphlet, H • Deml)ater, Capo Toe. (1841) 



"'ifb.-J's ~' in G-rabair.a'tOL'Un (l) 
{A sketch after "Bin i;ba" ). 

S&1oJld you. .eak 100, g&utlG tourist -
Or, lllat'ill distam ee:~tll) n.:ader -
ii1l•t a.rxl whGl~ ia lovoly_ G.ra.i~own, 
City o£ t.h• saints -end 8e'htlerat 
Should you i"urther u:o.b cnqT..lh'y 
0£ its air.e and ro:p\lUtion, 
Sito, COllr'truotion, e.nd X'fleourM8: 

I mould WJ.Qe.r,_ 1 aho\J.d tell J'QU, 
~Tiu a t:it~ ·r--.!li·d - a.a1 proall)'l 
l"1'';l a. :nit;hty m.::o.n or vCllour, 
13r&VG, tlY'ASelfiWl.t and dee~.ded 
~ the illu..crtrio~ Groha.'ns of "<'~trl.l. 
'Tis the city, ~e:r :':lOnt !f..neliah 
That South Mrioc hM bou"Ged; 
l"&r the heal thiorrt ani fai:re~ t 
!tbat renowned in &eng Nld sto:r;r, 
.fitted rareq by position, 

tb, advantago.s, importa.a:te, 
FOr- th!t eeat o£ LegialatUNJ 
Population - ~ill inexeaeing-
At 'the present tlfioo ltix thousand, 
Half of llba:a &1.'8 Europeans. 
Or the aons of Rt:-itiah settlem. 

':m-thy touristt diatant reader! 
SbGuld. you ask of the ret ajnde·ry 
I ahould. answer, ! mould t9ll you 
o.r tb.\ rabble he~r~ -
Soae arc Ka.:tira, aot!le T6J!'Jbookiea, 
FJ.ngoes, ~ottiea, zwuz, Gonas, 
Jo biquea, .lCO~it, .31.lahme~ 
i1he de&Or.l:piiot:~.t :t':ro.!:l Othello, 
·ould l..ave seared llrabsntio's d.auei:rar, 

Ha.lt :.ho San&tox-a of Venioe1 

Or the OttOI:lite l.nyadurl . 

Should 70\1 ask :ne of' their etandixlg 
In the Coloey as subject& 
To the best or l1vin8 mn.arChe, 
Calllnga, irdustr.r. and morit: 
I ould lllner, I ehould tall you 
IJ!le.t our Sablo :fellow-8Ubjoct.<J -
.Blamned :forth, in law. our equals -
Bast am givo the inf'oraati~ 
Best explain their w.>eial sta.nling1 
Bue't unfold th• .. lir l..laclt i nt Ltioo$ 
To tlleir kind em&tlaipa.tor~. 
To the beet of liv.in.g monarchs. 

Hei.·e they glide in pairs Md ·triosJ 
H~ they lO'~ .a.nc: lie ia. doacn&, 
I'l'!:m the gate•beleagurcd .Jxost~ 
'lo the l't'Uoh tm oloae !Noatiollt 
Sconti.n& c:rrory door au1 ~, 
Tainting every atrGet aad. oorner 
'ith an oderi feroua pe r!'Uile• 

t'ortb$ of the ety or tan,y&IdJ 
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Watehi~ what poor European, 
ith more cash than brains to mind it, 

To their wiles mB\Y' fall a vic-tJ.ma 
SOmetimes, truly, :tor a wonder, 
S:lme of than will vork far p:r.JID8Il't, 
Taking oa.re to give mom trouble 
Than would Vleigh a.ga.insttheir labour. 
On the while - I •ve proved too sadly -
Theft ani fraud their general talent, 
Imustry the rare exception. 

Europeanl )'OUll8 or hoary -
Think upon your enr:cy train:f.ngJ 
When in ehurch, or kirk, or chapel, 
Of•t you herd, nth Christlike pity, 
Has:; ~elida, bearing bosom, 
Yarne about the "bappx negro, n 

Stories o :f some "pious neg:L"'u -
Tales abrut the "grateful negro" -
Wonders of the Bind' striom neg-s·oJ" 
now .lik.e slaves the darlings laboured -
How like saints the darlings warshipped -
How like warriors they were suffering! 
This you heard, good European-
Till you ran (how wiser) and parted 
With your shirt or birtbi~ ~.sent! 

!h'ue, I've seen the nigger by,m:, 
In hia Baechanalian orgies 
Happy with the funes of br~ -
Happy in his hopes of plumer• 
Bu.t his grati tuie - or honour -
Industry or godly beal'!lng, 
I, in sadness, must abandm 
To eome luckier di.sc<werer, -
Who perchanoe IlUV see more reason 
!than myself for gbi~ credit 
To the tal.e that :f'xom fair Adam 
And his fairer God-given consort 
Such Yahoos could have deuoemed. 

(CRUIKSHANKS, Le,Y! o£ ~th A:rrica, Impzoved m. (1881) P•l42• 



AP?E:IDIX E. ________ .......,.. ___ 

(English :eyries on tbe Anglo-::l)er .far) • 

The .adletin~ the ttQua.rterl,y JOllrMl o£ the South A.fricz 

H00118 Bead~ Union" was later St.WO:t"8Ede4 by "the . 

South African 'Boola:lan. 

The :tolloll'ilw lyrics by p:>ets in Englmd wero published 

in The .1hlletin {!lew Series) Vol. 1. 1909 - 1910. 

(F. Davis & Sons, laritsburg.) 

"The dead Drulzlert. 

They throw in Drulmoor Hod69, to rest 
Unoaf.'f'ined - j\ISt aa fouJJb 

Eis larrlurk ia a kopje-creat 
That b:reaka the vol.d arouni; 

And foreign oonstellati.ona rest 
Each nieJ;l.t above his DlWDd. 

Young HodgB the DrtDDer mvsr knew -
Fresh :fXan hia '18886X bane -

~e ooaning of the brood Kal.'oo1 

1'ile lbeh, the dusty loa-a. 
ADi 1lby UprOSe to nitjlt~ view 

Strange stars a:d.d the gloan. 

Yet portion of that Wlkl:lown plain 
111 li<Xl8e for over be; 

Him homeq Northern breast aad brain 
Grow up a. Soutb.Grn U., 

And a't.mng&-eym cODStellations reign 
His stars eternally. 

(Vol. 1. P• 18). 

"I Heard a. Soldier"' 
( fi:rBt published in 'lbe lSllleti!!- July. 1907) 

I hoarc1. a soldier sing some trifle 
M in the am-dried wld al('Jil"; 

He lay and oleanad. hi• ~ ri.:tle 
Idq, bebiDi a a-tone. 

•I£ after death, love, canea a waking, 
ADi in their ca:np so dark aDd still 

The men o:f dust mar bugles, breaking 
Their halt upon tho bill. 

To mo the slow and oilvor pealing 
That than the last hi8h tmmpet pours, 

Shall sot"tez' than the dawn ca:10 stealing, 
For,. wi.th its call, comes youratu 

\lhat grief of love had he to stifle, 
. BBa1d ng 110 idly by hie stone., 

That ~ soldier with hia rUle 
Ou:t 1n the veld., alom? 

(1lo.2. P• 71) 



"April on Wagon Hill• 

Lad, and cazt )'CU. mst now, 
!l.bere benoath ycnzr hilll 

Your hallds are on your breut l¥)W• 

M ia 30ur heart ao still? 

'Twas tho ri~ death -to d.io, ~aa.. 
A gi£t witbcut ~gr:et, 

::aut unless truth"& a lie, lad, 
Y()U droo:l or Devon 19t. 

q, q, tbe :year's ~. 
':ale £'im 'a o:acng tbe ling. 

The beechen hedge is breaking, 
The curlew's on the wing• 

Primroses aw M, lo4• 
On the bit*l bonks of lee, 

And the tnm stirs the trout, lad. 
FrOm Rrendon to 1he soao 

I kno1r wbs.t'o in 10ur ~. lac1 -
tf'he Dl8.1"' he used to hunt -

Alld her blue market-cart. lad, 
With poaiea tied in tJ:ont. -

lie mise then fl'a!l 'the moor road, 
They•:re getting old to roan, 

The road they'JN on's a sure rof.li 
Ani nea:rer, lad, to bame. 

YO\D:' name, the l3illle they cherish? 
'1'will £ade, lad •tia, true: 

rut stone atd all mJV perish 
trith little loss to lOU• 

While :f'atle'a f'Ol.!D you're Devon, 184, 
~ Glol7 ot: the last; 

Till the roll' a called in baawn, lad• 
You IU\1 well tuo JOur rest. 

b BWJ.etin did l¥>t usuall3 publiah verse from England. 

Its policy was to P'Q' attention to local wrl tera - both English 

ar.rl Afr:Umans - 4lld it wns a eource of enoo~t to men l.i.liB 

Cripps and Slater. ~ee sentimental~ make an inte~ 

contrast to the poems on the war written by li))gl.ish apeak:ing 

South Afrioam since the oonf.'lici •. 



________ __.._......~------

Hiartors of South Africa ••• ••• ••• ••• P• 2.70. 

B. SoQth African Literary Hiator.Y and Cri:tioi&ll -
General • •• ••• 211· 

a. • •• 274-

D. Cool:aonwealth Litemtuzoe, other than So\ah Af'rican. 276. 

E. Englillh Literar.Y Hiatox:y and. Criticia - Gemral. 271· 

.Bibliographies ••• • •• .... .. .. ••• • •• 278 • 

G. Uiaoellanoous Vema publications mt r.tentiCiled in 
the tort •• 219· 

H. Anthologies .... . ... • •• ••• • •• • •• 262. 

Chapter 1. Thanaa Prin61•·. ••• • •• • •• • •• 284. 

Chapter 2 •. The Settler ••• ••• ••• • •• • •• 288 • 

Chapter;. Tb8 EQloftra •• ••• ••• • •• • •• 290· 

Chapter 4· Diggers & Doggerel ••• • •• • •• • •• ~;. 

Chapter 5· The T\Dul t am the Shouting. ••• • •• ~5· 

Chapter 6. !'he Eltp6nd.ing F.t'ontier - Bhodoeia. .... 296· 

Chapter 7• Francia Carey Slater •• ••• ••• • •• ~0. 

chapter a. The .ADcient Hunter ••• ••• • •• .. ... ;j()l. 

Chapter 9· William Planer •• ••• ••• ••• • •• 304· 



A· 

lU.ajoq ot S®th Afrj.oa. 

~blj.de qt!torx; of the .ag.tiah E!!pire. vol. a. 
South Africa, .iilodeaia. and the Prateetoratea .. (Chap.XXX.U 
deala w1 th the cultural devolop;."Jent of SOU.th A:f'l."ioa.) 

<b.abrid&o Un1wrsi v Preaa, 19)6. 

de Xiewiet, o.w. A lfisto;g: of SGJuirh Af'rica. (Social am 
Eoonanic). o.u.p. 1950· 

Edwans, .Iaobel Eirlya, The 1620 Settlers in South Africa. 
(A atu4y 1n British COlonial Policy) .. 
IDndon, ID~, 19;4. 

lieunark, Daniel, s. The South .Af'.r:ican Fxontier. 
(Econoolio Influences; lg52-1836) Califo:m.:ia, 
stanrom Uniwreity Preee, 1957· 

Robertson. Rector, J.fentei 1h, South Africa. (F.conoraic ani 
Political Aapecte) Iorldon, ccwidge Universt t;y 
Preas, 1957· 

Theal. G •. \f. llropaa of South A:rrica in the eentw• 
Edinburgh, Chrml:>ers, 19()2. 

Walk:Br, Eric, A. !'he lb:itish »n:e!f!, Caobridge, Boms -.nd 
:13r:mes, l95}o. 

Sllglillgtcm, Obarleth . south Atriorm Egglish Culture. Tlmt. 
Vol. xv. No. 10.. Oct. 1951. P.P• 6 - 1· 

Garlble, ])ari4. Nationality in Litar:ature. The Critic, 
A South A.t.rican Quarterl;,v Joumal, 
Vol. V .. No.1, Jan - r&arch, 19}7• PP• 1 • 4• 



pai:lb~. Hiatoq of JniljJj!b wlm'tuire· lt+s!t vol. XlV. 

Sl1yllan, J. 

The nineteenth Cntur.y !Ir ,cruap. XII. 
SOuth Af'ricen Poe~. Sir Rerbort l!sz:ren. 
cantbrid&e Universit~ .Pft.ea, 19'4• 

~ AnOn. Recent pou.tb; A£eoan. V!£1!~ 1912 - 1913. Sollt.h Af:rioan 
Bool!man, No. a. AJ.'Ig. 191,. PP• 100 - 104• 

, :sutler~ ~. SS»+tb Ai'rioan Poat,rz~ (Series of 6 tsJ.ka 
Broe.dcaat em s • .A. .. n.c. 1955.) 

o l 



Earl.v JGbarmaal:!grs Printers & Publishare. .Afrl.oat~a ~es 
&: Neira, Vol. 1. No. 4• AUg. 1944• 

,, FoundiM a Natio:ral Litoratuxe. ( SUl:'ve¥ of the Union oL 
South Afl:ioa) The T:i.mGa lteekly Review, 
lm®. 14, 1957· p.xuv. 

Ha&rhofi', rr.J. '='h! EuroJ?!!!1 Baclqp:oum 9t south African 
Literature. S .. A.P.E.W. Year .BoQk. l954.pp.l6 • 18. 

nonrth, R.G. M Australian• s Yie• o£ Souih African I4 tera.ture. 
S.A.P.E.N. Yea.r Jk)o~ 1955• 

Kid4, .A..s. &zeili:!b ~ anc1 Literature in SOuth Africa. 
South A:tl'ioan Joll1'll&l of Scienco, 1910. 

!.for!ce, Justice !lr., South African Litemture. 'l'he Cape 
lllu.atmted. ~no, Vol. IV, Jlo,._3, Nor. 189'· 

• On aam.e Rccont Sou1ih A:trica.n Verse.. Salth African Uagastne. 
Vol. 1, !J!J;:f am October, 1906. pp.l2.3 - 147,an4 

pp.20) - 225. 

Md, <Jlarlea, The R!§! ot ~can Foetq, South \i'rica.n Qltlook, 
June 5~h, 192 • 

. Partridge, A.c. :eoots arxl }:fu:J.ani ta.riana in the f ildernet.Jtt. 
Ellglieh studiea in Africa, 1959· 

.Partrid.ge, A..C., JiBe'• Who in Sou:th ~0!!1 Fngliab Litoraturo. 
Tile 0\ltopan, Feb. 17th, l939· 

"J.p. • (Pm:ves, John) Oqr Poeta: 1902 - 1900. The Mletin, 
no. 1, New SOrioa, April, 1909, PP• 51 - 55· 

Otm Poata~ 1909. No.~, New Seriea~ 
. AFil, 1910, .PP• 250 - 253· 

ste,pb4ma, lf.H. T§lldencieo in Soutl! ~oz yerse. Poetry Review. 
Vol. XXVII. 19 • 



~. v.a. Soath M'rloan R;)opz. cape .tt>ntbly :w 1:e. 
Vol. IV. JUly, 1858. PP• 342 • 355• 

Trek. .Are south.urlaan 11l"itora deriTative? Vol. xn.xoa.l & 2· 
Jan - Feb. 1952.. 

al.kBr, 011wr1 ~t-lar Boo::1 in Soo.tb A:f'ricm Literature. 
~b !f':d.Ot!D .P.E.N. Year Book, 1954• PP• 5 - 10. 



c. 

A Hiatou of American Literature. Vol. 1. New York, 
G.P.. Pulnans & Sons, 1918. 

Amrioan Critical ~89!· ed.ttarold J3eawr, ~llien,o.u.p. 1959· 

~. steiile~ Vincent, jsstcrn Star, New York, 
Farrar & Rinom.rt, 1943• 

Brooks, Van WyoJc. Tb& J?loariy of ~ ew England, 1815 - l.B65. 
a.s.A.E.P. Dutton & eo., 1937· 

The Oanbric;ige Riatorx o£ American Literature. 3 vola. Uev York .. 
~laanillan, 19}}. 

Canby, H8IJ17, Seidel, Aoerican Estimates. London, 
Jcmathan Cape, 1929· 

Chase, ll.icbam. b l@!:rican lTovel and its Tradition. Lwcbn. 
Ball & sons, 19SS. 

Cooper, Fenni.tlore, XI!! LMtheret.ocldns Sap, ~few Y<mt, 
Pantheon lb>ka. 1954• 

JcDovell, ~oo, ed. ~ ~tic -~.-riwmb• 
(Ar.:mr.i.ca.n L1texa:~ure 1'ra4 1830 - l86o.) IJJmon, 
Jonathan Cape, 1929· 

~lo!>Y-Dick• Cmteru"lial E~ .. ed. T,yr\&8 HilllmlY & Luther s. 
llanafield.. Dallas, southm:n Mothaiiat Uhivorsity .Preu. 

195}· 

OE:f'ord Book o~ .&r!!!rioan Verae, &d •. F.o. llattbiesaon, !law York.. 
o.u.P. 1950· · 

Parr:ln8tcn, Vernon, I.Duia, .Ma:tn Cu.rl:'Emte 1n ..&.1:Dericm 'l'howtr!. 
vol. 1. 1620 - 1800. !!he Colonial !ti.al. 
:rew Y~ Harcourt il:mce & eo. 1927. 



l 
c. (C'ontinuod) 

Cash, lf .. J. The UiDl of the South, lin York, Alfred A. Knopf. 1950• 

lloteatein, 



276. 

AUstralia. 

A :Book o£ .batmli&n V!X'§!• ed. Jlliith l'lright, I.Dlllon tot 
.Melbourne~ Geof£z:ey ClnbcrJ.aaB, 1956. 

~th Lito-ratu:re. ltew StatGsloa.n, Vol. a. Jo. 1559· 
lOth Sept. 1960. 

~' Oec:l.l, Australian Litemtu:re. A Critioal AC.;oWlt to 1955• 
Lonion, Heinemann, 1960 ... 

Kramer, Dl1 .Lacmie, J. Jamea rceaulez; Tradition in AWJtralisn 
~'Sl· !lbe ConX!IO)'\IiiOAlth Literary J5UDl 
.Isotum, 1957. The em berM. UDivorsit,Y 
ColleBB• 

Uodem Austral~ Po!SY;. ed. H.N. Greon. (2M ed.) 
union P.rosa, 1952· 

1~, 

Tennant, Kylie, ~ ~lment af the Auatral.ian ::Tove.!• 
Tho ~alth Litam:ry Fwd :tcetu:re. 
1956· ~ C~rra 1Jnivorait;y College. 

Sane Tre:r.vla in A.lmtraliall varae. '!he Comonwealih 
Literary FuD1 Lecture. 1956· 

• \lr1gbt, J\liith, AaPtmlian Poetrz. Tbe Ga:nomMaJ.th Literary 
Fwn LGoture. 1955· '1'.be Univorsit~ 
o£ Uow Engl.Bnd, ~ •• M.s. • 

In ZeJi.l!!!d:· 
m Antholos,y o£ Now Zool.aD1 versa. o.u.p. 

fcOomiok, E.H. XU Zealapd Literatur&. A su.rvey,Un.r:lon,o.u.p. 1959· 

Canada 

Fholps, Arthur L. Canadion writew. ~omnto. !lcClellani and. 
S't6wart Ltd. 1951• 

Jones, Joseph. Er?legt!QCP& to the artl!i.y of British Colonial 410 

Casclonwe&lth Literature. 
~ Graduate J~nal. Vol. 1. No.2 .. 



1be Csmbri.dg& Hieto:Q' of Erlglisb Utera.turo. Vol. XIV. 
~·he Hintfi>eenth ~ntm;z. Csi!bri.de.l) University 
Preaa, i§.u. 

L$wi8• c.s. bliab. Lt ~ 1n the l6!}l G~nt.tg. Oxf'OJ.'d. 
Cla1:endon Presa.; 1954• 

Wimaa.tt, \f.Uliatt, X. and .'Brooka., Oleanth. Lite!'!Z'l Critic!s!, 
Lol'¥lon1 Routladgo & K~ Paul, 1959• 



.6IBLIOGUAPHIES. 
(~ml) 

A .BiblloiQ1dty of Jtfrlcs.n Bibli?F§?hie.s Sallth o'£ the Sahara. 
Revised m. Cape Tom: Soutt:. Af'r.let:n !.tibrary, 
1955· (Grey Bibliogre~ 1fo. 6.) 

De Csmbri4se Blblipsra'Wg of ~!l.j lJ.i:tg.ra.tum, lSOC> .. 1900. 
Vol.I.II. 7• ~ Li'teratures at the Dalliniona. 

IV. Dlglieh-Sau.th-Mrican Literature; 
1789 - 1914· 

Cmhr.J.dge '!Jniversit:r Pre38, 1940· 

Ccpbell• Killie, lY ~ris;qa Collect1c!n• 4:Cricana Notes &News. 
Vol. ll. ll'o. 4• sept. 1945· 

Fo.ir'bridge, C.A. and Noble, J. Catalogue o£ books relating 1D 
South .Af'rioa.... • ' Oa~ Tom: 1006. -

¥iller, G ... A. C&l.<mdnr of Squj!h A:tri~ E!Jtliap Veme Publica.tiona 
to 18~5. QJ.arter:Q- :Bulletin ar the SOIJ.'th Afr.tom 
Lib.r&1..7. vol. v. 1950-

PriDgle, fha:aaa, A. Ca.talor;ue ar the collection of boom in th!. 
Engliah l~ in ·the S.A.P.L. Cape Totrm 
Govorz:aent Preaa, 1825. 



l3ar.J:o~ Olive, c. SO!!.JS o£ tba Rhode~ian Bwlh.t !.owktn, 
Tro:foil "Pub. co. 1929 (?} 

Bl&ne, :11liE. A Ballad of lfQn &Bfl other V-ex'!!!!- !Andm ,Coostable, l913· 

:!&! of Life am .. BEJ!• Cat>e IJ.'om, Juta., n.d. 

The Silent Laud· Cape To111, Ju~ n.d. 

Cs!lpboll, Ethel, .Af'rica - a l3ook Qf Ve1'fJe6. Dtzban.Robineon & Co.l932. 

The Voortxakllln.·s. Durbtln, Robinson &: co. 193~· 
.Die ~ & Other ~· •• 1938· 

Cl'larllpion, G • .A.. SQuth African ~litiga!, IU'f"1cs .. Durban, Robi.lla»l 
8.. Co. N.D. 

Colvin, Ian,. lAtncant 1tR,ip Tar. ftnkloU • Ti¥J Parlianen;t Of .Beaa\1! 
&: other veroos. Gape Tom. Cape 1'imea, 1905. 

Coster, 1ll1.am. Sog em. Pooma. Rochdale Joyful News ~k Depot. · 
1904· 

Dorlow, P.J. Pocs. Erskine lfaodcr.W.d. 1915• 

:Khana. J.Qved.alo PrGils, 192}. 

African Heroes. The Imedale P~s, 19-'7• 



200. 

Doe, John. Qle to llArl ~ oth9r Poeme. london. Elkin !!&thews Ltd.l923· 

The ~ebw &.ni other J?Sl!!!!8. ~on, Elkin ..!atbna 
Ltd. 192:3• 

Des!r!a• London, Elkin Ms.tllews Ltd. 1924· 

Kolbe, F.O. I.ast Verses. 1.93}• 

I.eipoldt, c • .I.cw:UJ, ~.Ballad of Dick King .. Cap Town,Steward,l949· 

!Adth, Georse, A metrical ()u.tllne o£ C!i!! IIiatox;y am Cbrcmol?Q;• 
Ca~ Tom, Juta, 1891. 

!lagraw, John Dl'Dl:'li, The ~ ,ir.itir¥{. Piete.Jr.laritzburg,P .. Davia,l917• 

Att:ampta at ;f&r8f11.Gral'~ mato£1. Grocott & Sherry, 
l9~5. 

l~ tel i!W llattl,e Q£ 2l'Jhat:H!town. Grahai'4atown. c;rooott &: ~, 
n.d. 

Moodie, D.C.F'. Southern So!JB!• (contains rd'e.rencea to Adcls.st<r) 
Pietemarlt~burg. .Ad.ama, 1687. 



2Sl •. 

A lfa.tal Colonist, Gieet•a castle. Pietemaritzburg. Davia 
& Son, 1874• · 

Paterson. J'ar.f,. F. The VQioe of the Veld & other PoGCS. 
Capo Town, Juta, 1912~ 

Scott, Alexander c. Eahoea «Imitations. Oape Toa. Juta., 1926• 

4 l~t~~ ,bo.st~ ~:£ J!1'10~h London • .Blackwood. 1935• 

s~, A little book o£ Y&rae. Capo To-.m, Juta.. 1926..: 

Selby• Jliohaol, \i'illia:-.1, §o!m :fl.'Cl'l the &dd.lo. Dublin, 
Hodges, Figgio & co. 1917 • 

Sflenner• .a., ~es o£ the, Ro~ Veldt •• PJ:etoria. 
Privately printed. 1920. 



n. 

Mler, Gcy, A .Book of' South African Verae. lomon. o.u .. r. 1959• 

Cl'OU.Ch, F.dwa.l'd Hc.;ath, A Trcasw a£ Sputh African PoGtr,y cd Veme • 
. alter Scott Publiahing Go • .!D!ld~• Juta, Capo Town. 

1907. ( ~.~. l909) 

Crouch, E.H. 51238 Dust: Si£tily;a fran South J.:frioan Poe:le thioh 
most closol;rc re:f'lect t.he life, Sceneq,. Fauna and 
Flora. or- SOUth !f'l:!c!t IJ;mdon, Fifield, 1917. 

The Eisteddfod 'Paotg 3ook, :toz-e11101U by~· F.C. Kolbe, 
Gape Town, ;.Iaake# ''.filler, 1921. 

Klaa;!! Geaint en zi:ln Paert: !!1~ ~ller SO!lltf! ~ rijspioo o£ 
South Africa in glidl ani ~e Dutc~. F..eprin:ted 
fraa. the Capo J.kln.t.hly ~- a.:'li other South 
African publioations, C&I8 ~ Jute., 1884• 

• ..J.ac.nab. Roy • u.ni Gulston.. Cha.:cle.s, SOuth .A£ri~l Poet,J.:va A. ~w 
Anthology-. LoXIdon, Collins, 1948· 

~Iiller, G.M., Thu;ldiM Drt.mua. ,An .Antholoa:y at ~ish and. SOuth 
A:frican .Poet,&• .Lomon, Univemity af London Preas. 

1942· 

Purves, John, T4e SOUth .A:f,rican Book of E!lgliah V.erse... Lomcn, 
Longoans, 1915. (Only numoora 276 - 296 of this 
anthology are bl' South A:frican writers.) 

Slater, Frmlois Carey t The 1Iew Cento:os.ry ,:Book of Souih A:trican 
Ver8£1. I.oldon, Lo~, 1945• 

Snelling, Jolm, Rhodesian Vera& ••• introd. b1' Arthur Sbearly 
CriJ>PS• (lx:ford, l:llackiell, 1938· 

SO!!th Africy foetrz, lat Series: no. 65 o:f tbe §outh Africa 
Handbooks: pub. at the o£fi.ces of south Af'rica, 
~Dion, 1912. 

Stapleton, R.J • ~trx of the gape Qf Good Hopo, selected f'ml:t 
!Qe Perioi~cal Journals af the Colo&, Cape Tom. 
Greig, 1828. 

Ieldsinaera• Verse, a oompilation of the lllrks of the :tc::ibera 
of tho Veldsinaere' Club, f'orewrd ~Olive 
Schreiner, Lomon, Dent, 1910. 



,ilmot, A. ~ Poetp· o1! South Africa. Lonlon: Cape 1\:>vn, 
Juta, 1887. 

Proso. 

BoS'I.Ilan, H .. C. md ~l, C. V:eld-Trailo am Pave:.. mt,a. 
(short stories} JQbanr.~ozimxrg, A.P.:i" .. Pub. & 
Booksellers, 1952. 

TI.ri8ht, David, Ed. South A....""tiom stories. l'..ondon. 
:Fa.beli & Faber, 1960 .. 



1.'Eo.:.f!..'; l?RING.LE. 

(Prlmary) .. 

Pringle• Thomas, The Autumlal Exoursi.Qn.. .u.mi-on, Ccnsta.ble & 
~- 1819. 

some Account or the Preaent state at tba 
~iah Sottlera in .Albaq,y, South Africa. 
h>ndon & EW.nburgh, 1B24-
P.be south J~:t""r.lca.n Jout'l'!!l, Hoa. 1 & 2. 
ed. .Pringle & Jobn Fairbairn, 1824• 

The south African Commercial .Advertinor.!kle .3 - 18. 
ed. P.ril'l..glc !ttld John Fairba1m, 152.4. 

~rig!!. or Occasional Pocs. Christian 
Keepsake and Jtlsaioll&l"y Allllual • !Qnd.c>n. 
S!ni:t;tl, Eldt:ar. 1828. 

m. J?riendship'o Ofi'ering. 1828 - 18}5· 
(vol..x.l832· ~ Wropgs pf the Amalrosa. 

an articJ.e by Pringle) 
Anecdotes o:r South Afrioan ~. 
Ju.venUo Keep-aakD. 1a;o. 
Spa!lim.-:l.a, yield; 11ot to despai;'. (poeo). 
A Gape at Good Hopo Li tezar.y Gazette. No. a. 
Jan. 5th.. le,l .. 

E!i:fES;o"'lts sf Glop~· Tait~s liliinb-ursh 
,la.~~dne, Vol. 1. 1634· P•458• 
African Sketches. U>ndon, Ed\'lln'd £.b1r.On, 1834· 

~ ot· tho 11re&t Fish §i.ver .. (poem}. Christi• 
Xeepaalm and ~fiasiomr.y A.mlual, 1835· 

:rrarra.tiv& of' a Residence in South A£rica; 
containing a ni.ogxaphioal Sketch of tho Author 
by Joaeph Oo.Mor. L:mdon, !oxont .18;5. 
fA Dutch edition of this VOlUIIlQ was iaaued in 1837 
At Grr.mi~} 

SOhetaen en Tafe.melen uit ZUid-.Afl'ika. 
stuttgarh.. l8;6. ' ' 
:t:he Poctiaal 'forl"..s of Tho:!la.s ,Pr#JS'~, wi tb a 
sketch of his llie by .taitc.h Ritchie. !i)Dion, 
Xoxon, 1837 .. 

lfarrati ve o:f' a Rssid.ence in South Ai'riOO.J a nev 
editiorJ.. Imn o.n, !holn, 1840. 

M,ar in t!Yt .:Q!~ am oth!P:: South Afriqan Poems. 
ed.. J. !loble, London, Lone,mans, 1881. 

Smtth ~can Sketohe.!f. .Poama by T.b.omaa Pringle. 
rA.iinburgh, 'J!le Ab'boy :Pross. 1889 .. 
( a.oother edition. was issued in 1902). 

S.'baup.s ;.R;'ipBl~h Jf.i.e ~~ T+iee, &: Poaas. 
ed. lfillittm IIQ,y. Cas:je Town, J uta, 1~12. 

SomG Poem& bz !fhomaa Pr!nele· illWJ. Harry 
Ruwrj,tree . London, Poulin, 1916. 



Pringle. ~. (:te~tera). See .A.£%'icana. Notes & News .. 
Vol. VI.. No. 2. tottorn o£ Thao.aa .Prioole to 

Sir iftllter Scott. PP• so - 51 am 
PP• 32 ... 5b• Dec. 1951• 

Vol. VI.. No. 4.. Thomo.s Pr~le and 
Sir Walter SOott. June, 1952· 
(IAatters Nos .. ;, 4 & 5·) P.P• 109 - llS. 

Vol.. VII.A. lAtter i'r<q Thcm.aa P!1Pd-!:e to 
~ir George~~!.· PP• 48- 51• 

Dec. 1952 •. 

The Pringle Letters. ( .. !iero£ilm). The Co:rg Lib%'8.17 tor Eiatori<ml 
Resoaroh. ( •foat of tbe material ho.s no 
oonneetion with n&.o;naa P:r:ingle. Orle ar t.o 
of his lo~tar& concerning the selection of a 
schoolmaster tor Glen ~en are preaerved.) 

The Letters !)£ at-oma& Prlpgl,!.• (:Photostat copies. from The 
national Lib.t.-n:ry o:: Scotland.. 'lh.eae &'t'Q 

Lottera t';rom Pringle to Scott, Sir George 
•racloomde $: ~rarn.es Rogg .. ) 



THa.!AS PRINGLE. 

(Secondary) 

Article Dictionat'Y of liational Bi~. 

286. 

Brink, And.J:'&, P. Th1'Ge SOuth African Epglish Poeta. 
~tchefatroom Univarsi ty-. (Thesio} 1958· 

Clark, J. A StgJ.Y o~ Pz?:.Mle• South African Quarterly, Vol.III• 
No. 1. Uarcb, 1921 am No.2. June, 1921-. 

Feneyaey, S.F. Die Uede1'4u;i;ta-Gerefomee1!le Genente Glen lM¥i!n .. 
KaapstacJ.. Nasionale Pers, 19 30· 

Griggs, F.arl !Atalie, Sa:nuel Tglor Col.erldeo am Tbo:las Prl.ES:e• 
Africans. :UOtos & l!ews, Vol. VI. PP• l - 6: 
Sept. 1951· 

Uq, \fj)lfa:a, PriMle's U:tel'B!'Y Friends. The South African 
iiK>kman, ~o. 7. PP• 12 - 17 • 1912. 

Xelley-Patteraon., Eleatlllr01 The Pr£n;kl;es, Farmer•a aleek.ly, 
December, 1958· 

1bo late Thoraa8 Prinil•• Cape .Monthl3 Uogazino, Vol. VIII. 1860. 
PP• 53 • 60. 

Leisltnan, J .F. Th<Das frin6;1e, tiM African Poet. A Son of 
Knox and other Stud.iea, PP• 41 - 62. 
Glasgow, 1909. 

Low, Sidney, The Poet of Sollth Africa. Anglo-saxon Review, 
Vol. lXa Jtma1 1901, PP• 207 • 221. 

Hdllipp!a 1820 Settler, eel. Artlmr Keppel-Jonea, (Conta:tna 
referomes to Pringle wi tb lib an Phillipps 
bad stl!le OC)%'re8pO!Xlenco.) PiEJtoma.ri tsburg, 
Shuter & Shooter, 1960-

Pringle, Eric, fark and John, Pripgles o£ the VallS[!• Adelaide, 
cape. Erio Pringle, 1957 • 

Redd.l.llg, Cyrus, Fifty zaara: Rooolleotions. (thia includea 
referemos to Pringle, Vol.n.) 14ldon, 18.58. 

Renn;te, John, VoL• The Site of 'lbccqa P.cil16l!'s Bnigrant•s Cabin. 
Af'ricana Notes & News, Vol. 12. No. 6. June, 1957• 
P.P. 219 - 221. 

Review of .A.£rican Sketches, C9pe a£ Good Hope Literary Gazette, 
Vol. IV~ No. 12, 18}4. 

Robinoon, ~ga • A Bibliograph.y o£ ~mas Prinf<J.e's 'Afo.r in 
the Desert•, The Papers or the Bibliographical 
SOciety o'f Acerio~ Vol. 17. Part 1, 1923. 

Ta.,ylor, Dora, Prj.Mle - Pioneer of :Ereedan. Trek, Vol. VIII. 
!loa. 1 am. a, 194'· 

lhclan, c. '9.s. ~omaa Pringle. African ~ ntbly, Vol.IV, PP•588 - 599· 
1900. 



THo..tAS PRil:GIE. 

J.fisoellaneoua Publications. 

Brink. .A.Il!rfS P, Thz8e SOuth Afriom EMl.ish Poets. 
Potchei'atroom. (uapubliffhetl thesis) 1956• 

BID:'ns, Robert, '.Ihe Poema o£ Robert Burns, Lomon, Collina. n.d. 

Clive, John, Scotch Berlewera i'tle FA;inb.BrBll ~, 1802 - 1815· 
IDndon, F-~ & Faber, 1957 • 

Clayden, P.l. The Early Life of Satluel Roprs. Lomon~ 
Saith, Elder & eo. 1887. 

Darbishire, Helen, !l!he Poet YIGrdnortb. OltfOl.'d Pross, 1950· 

De Selinoourt, Ernest, ~rthian ••• OEfoJ.'d, Claromon Preas,l947· 

Dcmghty, O&lmld, FRootton Iqrios of the EieA~th Centu;y. 
IDDiOn. H. V. Wi therby, 1924• 

X:illsley, Jacaea, Soottiab Poetr;r. A Critical SUr!oX. Lomon. 
Cassell & co. Ltd., 1955• 

~ Wellek, A Histo:;y o£ Jbiem CritioiSD, Lol'ldon, Cape, 1955· 

Roge:ra, Samuel, .PoaDD. Lomon, ~. Cadell & w. Davie&, 1814. 

Roser&, &Duel, -I'h8 Poet1cal Works... IDmon, &Gorse Bell 
& SOna, 1657. 

Varl~, D.n. A shojrt bistog of the !!e!!p&P!£ 1reae in South 
Africa. Cape Tom. 1952. 

----



CHAPTER 2. 

{Primary). 

Bruce, ltlcbael Roberf;,. Under the Yellow IOod.s. Gral~town. 
'l & Go Sheffield, 1676• 

~ore. flEmr.y Hare~ Reminiscences o.f an Al.ban.y settler, 1870. 
Dl. &.H. CrouQh. .Bimi.rlebam, 1920. 

Dugmore, H.H. Verse. ed. E.H. Croucho Bi.l:m:inghams Dirbeok & SOn. 
1920. 

Godlonton, Robert. Jteoriala of' the .:Britim Settlers ar . South 
Africa. Gr8h£:;astolm.t 18.¢4. 

Godlonton, R. aD1 Irving, Pll'Wa.rdt A lfarrative o£ tbe. Kaffir i:"-ar 
of 185Q • 21• Lol'Ji.on., l857o 

mnaon~ .Bo A J'eatm! in So\lth Af'riean i)gntier Uf'e • 
• • • based Q11 the wandorings or & 1'rontier 
.f'a:l1.q,. but embmoing a eoaplete record 
of the xafi.r "Jar Of 1850 .. 1851· Vol. 1. 
(Vol.2. never publi111lled). Port Elizabeth. 
John Pattemont 1852· 

Niven. Roberi, Perils of & W.ssiOM£I Fami!z in the Cat!':t'e tl,!r' 
o£ 1629 - 52. Glasgow, Bell & lll.air, 1860. 

Rose• Cowper, Four Yeara in Southern Africa. LoDion. 
lieti.cy Colburn & Richard dentley, 1829• 

Thanaon, Wil.llan, Rodger• llelnOir in PoGum, Easa.ys and Sketche,~· 
ed. Joh:rl. Noble, Cape To1m1 Jut&, 18b8. 

The Chronicle of Jezuniab Ooldawain. m. Una Lo~. :he Van 
Riebeeck Sooiety. Ca:pe Town. 1946. 

Uiacellaneaua Publications. 

BurtoDt A.w. 5p!lits :f'ran the Border Anvil. Xing WUJ.Ur.l•s Tolfl'l. 
Pmv.. PUb • co. n .. d .. 

Crouch, E. :rr. I4£e of Revd., n.n. ~· •• R>et-Preacher, lSlQ-1897. 
1920. 

ae .;f!Ulon, U~, ,Cl.iftord, A:f'riCMa Notes & News, Vol.m .. No.4. 
Sept. 1946· 

~t H.fl., '!he Ren~nces of an Al!!agv ~tler. ed.F.G .. van d.or 
Riet & P.ev. L.A.!!• Hewson. Graha:-..sto-.n. 
Groeott & Sherry, 1958· 

G<xilonton, R. 'rOO Ea.stera PJ:ovince 1ir9Qto!'Y & AJ_maga.o. 
Grabar.lstown, 1848 .. 

Gordon, George. Stuart, An&i!o•.A::'ler:i.can Lite!8iSY RGla.tiC!J:¥3oO.U.P.l942• 

Gordon-.Brown, ~ctoriaJ. Art in SOuth Africa durirn:; Thxee Centuries, 
to 1§12• Lomon. Chaa. J., sawyer Ltd. 1952. 

Hockley, R .. E. 1820 Settler Africann, Africs.na Notes & Hews. Vol.ll. 
!'T.o. 7 • PP• 243 • 256. June, 1955• 



,b gafir are and the Britie}'+ Sejtlers in SOuth Africa. 
OrYQn:a.l Sketches 'bz T.d. Bowler. Descri;e!iw 
Lett!m!!&S !§': \f.R. 'l'bOmaon. !D~n. Dq & SOn.. 1865• 

iletxoriob, p.c. Aa82i!i over the Billa, Cape !fown, 
Hoard Tt=nins, 1955* 

The Valiant but em~. Gape Tom, 
Howani ~nanine, 1956· 

Mt.ttord-Barbertcrl, :r;. The Ea.rbers ar the Peak, o.u.p. 19'4· 

lfiUcml-Ba.rberto.n, Ivan ani ~~ '.Ihe .Bowker& of 1'harfiel.d. 
o.u.p. l952o 

!lye, R.B. & ~urgo, J.E. A Hiatoq Of' the United States. 
Pelican l3ooka, 19.55· 

RGdgrave, J .,J. Port Elizabeth in :§i'tmn! D!Sla• \,plberg, Cape. 
!he Rl.lriica Press, 1947• 

Sbeft'ield, T. :J!! stw or th! SetY,enent. Gzroa::tstam. 1884· 

van der Riet,F,M !§20 Settler QiJ:'Cllla.14l¥ LibfarY at Glen~ 
South A:f'rioan Libraries. Vol. XJX. Ho .. 4.Apri111952· 

Varley, D.n. Adventut'e8 in Ai'ri~ Africana lrotos & !rewa. 
Vol.IV. l949· PP• '9 • 84· 

\Jiles, c.c. The, Tale Qf a Libre:rz, 1821 - 1946. Grah~m, 
Gmcott & Slerr.Y, 1948· -

~·! Periodicele !9l misool.l.a.neoHf! nu'blieations. 

The Graham's 1'oi1n Journal. 
~ !i;rrQ.r, Grammstown, taAJ. & 1e4,2. 
~ ~· ltghlY !!apzine, G:rabal!lst0\111. 1856 • 58· 
Eaptern Prori.noe .l!ae'a!1P§ and Pm"t Jlizaboth Uif!J~ell.!:$11 1861 - 62. 
:ee Eastern ~ gngal, Dimotm & Um!D!C far 1848 & 1§:42. 

Gmbanstown. a. Godlonton. 

~ Cape of ~ Ji9P! C&lend.a.r & .Af:rican Guide. U>ndon,BPsa. 1819. 

l7l! C!Pe of Good Rope, Li;tm:m: tfM!!tne, 1847 &: 1848. 

Jh! C!P! of GoQi §228 J.ml'U!:l ,Res;istsr. 
~ Sam Sb'a A::f'r.l.can Joumsh 

Tbp Souv!n;1r o£ G~.town. Gxahamstown., Guast & Son, 1007. 



Travallers. 

Baldwin, \1J.llitm Cbarlea-, M)::ioau 1Iunti!§ and .Adventure t'rcm 
Natal to the Zarnbeai. (1852 - 1860) 
tomon, Bentle7~ l86J. 

Tmvela in tbe Interior o£ South Atrica. 
(Reprint0d ~the original Gd. 
P.re£ace, 1822) lmldou, BatchiDrth 
P:reaa, 1953· 

Botos Oll the Cape af Good HoP!• Oaloutta, 
!rhacker & eo. 1847. 

Owl:d.ng, R.G. A Hunter• a Li:f'e in SOuth Africa. 2 Vola. Lcndtth 
John 'lurrair. 185(). 

Drapat1 Alfred, • ~ Scanea &l:lopsat the .Ka.f11rs at 
SOuth .Africa. !Amlbn, Routled.881 1858• 

Druc:mom, n.H. The Large Game ani Natural Itiator;r at South and 
Sotrth 'Ea8t j£rica. Wnbur8fl., 
mmoneton & J))uglaa. 1875· 

lbrbes, Varnon s. J!~Ntw•s expedition into the Eastern Cawal752. 
Arohiwa Year .Book, 1953, 1. 

!g,~ FJ..rflt ?1odern Ge9graph~.-r ani Ge!?lot2;st i .D 
South Africa: Sir John .Banow. The 
Sa!th A:t'rican Geographical Jout-nal.. 
Vol. XXVI. 1.944• 

The Di@'.y of Hem;r FEmciB &mu (Collectoro. Ed. ) &i.Jamea 
Stuart & eo • . .fcK :faloolll, Piet {.r­
maritsburg, Shuter & Shooter, 1950. 

Ga:rcU.ner, Alan, F, l(arratiw or a JO'tlltp!Y to the ZOolu Oountq in 
South Africa. lmdDn. William Crofta,l8~. 

llG:tria, 'fil.l.iaJl, CorllWllis, The tild SJ?o£!s Of Southern ..t.frica. 
(5th ed..) London,Heuey G.Bobn, 1852· 

Cst.H&rr:l.s d Ria !p?k. MricalJa Hotea & l;'en. Vol.l.llo.4.Aug.l944• 

xa_.y, stephen. Travels & Rosearchea in Caf'£raria. Ial.Wn. 
Jobn Uason, 1833· 

!£'be Na.r.rativo of' Private :&1Qk A.da:u1 1§43 - MJ. (ed • .&.. Go1'don-Brown) 
Vu Riebeeck Society, 194l• 

Blilip, The .Rsvo John, Rcae&1"Chea in South .A:frica. 2 Vola.umdon. 
Ja:nea Duncan. 1828. I 

Soloue~ F.C. African .ra-ture llatea am Reroini acenoea, Ulrldon. 
~!.!illa,n. l§(ji. 

Five Years in Xaffirland. with Slmtchea ar the Lo;te 
War iii that Country - to the ex>nclusion ot Peace. 

itten CD t!Mt Spot. 2 Vola. Im:don.Hcnry Colburn,l848. 
(3rd od. ! ne Capo and the Kaf:f'irs. 1851.} 



l~el:tsta. 

t1ard, Harriet, .Jypel" l;rlei a tale of Kaf:tl.rlmd. 2 vola. 
wmon, Routledge & eo. 1851 1. 1852· 

onvo Sohro1:r.ler, 
~) 

Schreiner, Olivo, ~ stm of an Afrl.oan Fa:m• a oovel by 
Ralph Iron ••• Lomon. Chapnan & Hall. 1890 • 

.Dreams. London. Fiabm" & Ururln, 1891· 

Droct Life am Real We : litUe African 
§Srz, l<mion, Fisher & Umrillt 1895· 

Troopo£ Peter B'alkat ot tfaahonaland. l.Q1ci)n. 
b"'.i.Sler & UIUiin. 1897· 

M ~ish • South AfriC&ll 'e Viow o£ the 
Situati'on. l<mdon. Hodder & stoughton_ 1899· 

stories, Dre8tl8 and Allef2rie , ~n. 
Fisher & Unwin, 1923. 

, ,aste Land in !!!'l'!Qn!lani, Artiolo in Big 
G&me Sb.ootill8 and Trawls in S.E. .Africa 
by P.R.ll. ~· 

~e South African gusstiao.. (Panphl.Gt} 'l'he s.J.. 
lfelnspaper eo.Lt4. cape Town. n.d. 

Tho'!llfi+ta on So~ Africa. Londoo. 
Pishcr & Umrin, 1923 .. 

The Letters o:£ Oli'¥8 f"c:h...-einer. 1876 - 1920. m .. S.G. Cronllright­
Sohreiner, !Jludon"' T .Fidler Unwin Ltd. 1924• 

Olive Scbrd.ner. 
t SeoOiilil\ri. ) 
Olive Scbreiner1 ~:9lioe;raphz, Eve Vet:ster, Univereity af Cape Town, 

School of Lib.raJ:oianship. 1946· 

Brown, Urs. Joba. Olive Sohre:lner (Paaph ) Quboins Collection, 
Cape ~own. 1923. 

Ilu¢banan-Gould., Vera, 1fgt .iithc:Alt Ho:Mur.. Landon, Hut<minacm, 1949• 

Cromrr:i.l!b.t-So.b:reiDer, s.c.. The Li:fe a£ Olive Sallreiner. 
Fisher Unwin, 1924• 



Ha:tmel, Miclw.el, Oli'V't) SChreiner (Dx;)Jdet, origin.ally pub. in a 
sea.-ioa of 4 &.'t'tioles in New A:e•) Cape ~OW!'l. 
~ Pr:i.nting & Pu.b. eo. 

Head, .AnthOtJ¥1 ibe Ul:d.~ now - am. Olive Schreiner'e .Prophpciea, 
(!apG Timea, !fiV' 28'f;h,, 1§6'0. 

Hewitt, !fary,Cowloy, The soul of Olive Schrainer. Voo1'8lag, Vol.l. 
~Io. 4• Sept. 11$. PP• 39 • 46. , 

!f.C.H. Olive Salu:~d.ner•a Postlnmtaua liavel. Voorslag, Vol. 1. 
lio. 6. Noy. 1926. PP• 45 ... 48. 

:.fillin, Sarah, Gortrude, Rhodes. l'J)tdon, Cbatto & Windus. 19j3. 

Partridge, A.c. Poets and P.laanit&r1ans 1n ihe Wildel'r.lesa. 
Englleb stud'!ee in Africa.. voi .. 2 .. No.2.Sept.l959· 

vnn ~1. ,73!! A:friJsS!: JIAl. gf U£e,Au.~thed theaill). 
Uniwrsiv of' the :F:.reo statet m.oenromein, 1958· 

fs depid-el (~ .... .Sou.rh A-fr-t<:<l(l. Ett91r.sh fichon . 



CH.U?TER 4· ........... _.. ........... 

Atlgua, T. ~ Pmpctors (Sc:Nt.h A:triom .lf.ini?¥ lal.ladth) 
Iau:rcnco na:rques, Kaapsche Hoop. :ra,y, 1918 .. 

Barter,. Clla:doo, ~ ~!':! Gf !fttal & ~a.nll.• A Poem. 
Picte:r.ma;ritsburg. ; ronro Bros. 1897• 

The Do:£i atui the Veld. · Iald<:nt l852e 
il.l.iam s.. Orr & co. 

Broderick, (Brodrick) Alben, ~A · ame:rer". Fit;t: F!JStive :fancies 
in Vorae, ~tori&, Transvaal Rep. Ce1Uers,lti75• 

A anderer•s Jlhse!• Loman. l illdnson .B:I."aJ. 1898 .. 

Craig, Thanas, Beira :aallalia & Ifllod!siall B1Q'!!e1 etc. {panpbl-et 
98 pagoa ' Pu.bliaho.d by the AuthQr .. S&lisb\u7, 1901. 

1be Tap-Boom Diacussi<m & otbar J!2!!!• 
{panphlet 37 ~) Grahametom, 
. .furr~ & Son, J.B66 .. 

lgs ot: South .Africa. Third Series. 
Grahanstown. Guest & aom, 1876. 

lAl! of SOntb Afr:1ca. lirlplx>ved ed. ~don.. 
eursons, iool. 
~tina:tion: & other J!O!!!!• Imdon. 
~ns, 1002. 

Arthur 11zlde•s diaoovii (_lipvel) G:rahallls.tOWl. 
T. & Go Sheffield. 862. 

Fo~, Ing:ran, J ,. HOO.ean", Poens of a Pioneer. Pictermar.itabu.tg • 
.P. Davia & som, 1693-

Scully, Will.iam, Charles,.,'lhe \fxeck of the Grosvenor & other South 
A:frlcan PoEms. Imcd&J.e, 1886 •. 

I»twen SUn am Sand. ~mon.Uethuen, 1893· 

Ke.fir Storie$, Itmlon,F1$ber Unwin, 1695• 

fbe lJbite Hecataclb & other stories. Lald.o.n. 
l!ethuen, 1897 .. 
.Poem.s .. London, Fisher Unwin• 1898. 

A. Vemetta ol the Desert. L, .Dim.~tetb:uen. 
1898. 

?lle Ridp of ilhite waters. h>rdon. 
Stanl.Gy Paul. 1898. 

!g Veldt and Xopjo, .Wndon, Fisher Umtin,l907• 

Rcmipiacenoes C1t a. SOuth Africa1 Pioneer, 
London, Fisher Umd.n, 191}. 

1<\lriiher Rad.niscemea o£ a South .African 
Pioneer. London. :riahnr Unwin• 1913. 

The Harmw. Cape Town, Natione.le Pers.1921. 

Daniel Vanan:la. Cape Tom, Juts., 192}. 



C~, J, A SOutb African Poet. (Certain Foe!ta of w.c. Scully). 
South Af'rioan Quartorq. Vol. J.., rro.5. 
Ju.aG 1915. Pi>• 116 - 119· 

Wil.son-aooro,. D1e;ger&' Doge;ere), Poems or the veldt & mim . 
~pe Toe,, Argus co.. 1890· 

Hatteral~t Alan, F. Oliver the Spy and others. Capo ~m. 
~faskow ~lle r, 1959· 

Trollope, A.utholW, south Africa. londo¥1• Imll§llans, 19~· 



Kipling, RJ..uqa:rd, Inalwsive Verse. 1885 - 19~· Itmdon. 
Hodder & Stoughton, 1936· 

The Years Between. Londat. ~!ethuen. 1919. 

Tra.fi'ics & Diacoveriee. London. :.tacmillan, 1920. 

J..sod & Sea Tales~ !onion, ¥ao'U.llan, 192>• 

Somothi.'¥ o:f ;tyao}.t:. Lomon, llacJfillan, 1937. 

A Choice at )f;lp~ s Versc.t• ed. T.s. Eliot, .IJ::>ndan,Faber & Faber, 
1941· 

Bridges, Robert, _f!GrdsliiOrth & Kip;l.ipg, Collected~' Pnpore,etc. 
Vol. Xlii. PP• 27 - 56· Lonion.o.u.p. 1933· 

Brown, Hilton. Ja!\Y&rd. Xipli:z§, Lo.Adon, :ta<Uillan, 1940· 

Chenillon, Andre, Three Studios in ~iap Literatuxe. London. 
Heine:nan, 1923 0 

Croft-Cooke, Rupert, Rudl!rd: K.i.J?lipi, Loa:lODt lia.1aG & van 1hal. Ltd.l948. 

DobrM, l30ll8lV• The Victorians and Af'ter. London, Cresoot Prosa,l950· 

Hopk:ina, R. Thurtft~ ~ Kiplillg.l.cmdon. Simpkin,lfaraball, 1921. 

Ki2Ym At"ricaM. .i.friea.na Notes & Newe. Vol.U. No.2.~.ia:l:'ch,l945• 
PP• 58- 60. 

Leeb-lu:llberg, • Wo.rci- formation in K1PY:niu•CanlbridSQ, .neff~r~n.d. 

1!allr0ia, ~. Posta am Pmffieta. (~ Kipling PP• l - 25) 
.kind.on, Cassel, 19 )6. 

Orwell, George, Rpd.yard Kipling. Critical Eooaq • PP• 1(0 • 113. 
London, Sock&r & lrarburg. 1946. 

Bouth, H. V ., 

ilain CUrrents in Kaiem Li teratu.ro. (li:lperiali and 
~Kipling PP• ll - 26) r.omon. 
Ivor Nicholson & lfataoo., 1935· 

sh Literature and Idoas 1n the Twentieth Cent • 
Rtd.yard Kipling, PP• 12. - 19 :W:ndcm • .:tethuen,l948e 

Scott, :):i.mn, 1!le ' (eekm!s of Jir. R~d KiPY:ni• «: Letters 
Seriea. PP• 48 -2: .London, Hodder & stoughton, 

192,. 



S'hanks, Edwud, ~ !4Pli:ga. London, lfandah lmllton, 1945• 

Tr.i.llitlg, Lionel, ~ Liberal rew~on. Kipllng pp .. ll8 - 12& .. 
IQ7.don, seeker & Viarbu;rg, 1951· 

ID.son, lllinnmd, Tb.e Wou.ni am 'the llOWe LoDiOllt ii.H. illen. 1952• 

Young, Arthur, w. A Sj.ctiopa.r.y of' the eharaaters and se..nea ~ 
!a! stories and P9!ES o£ ~ KiJ?+i!li. 
i88i: - 1911. IDmon. Rou.tleG.ge. n.a.. 

BucklGy • J-ohn Ranilton, Will.iaal Erneat ~. A Btg in the 
c~-wence of tbs Uinet~.t· :1ow Jeraoy. 
Princeton Untvfi!raf. ty Preaa, 1945· 

T.;e Bulletin. New Seriea, ~tz'burg, Davis & Son, 1907,1909- 1910. 

!fhe F.r1cd1 165Q - !252• F.rioni ~ie118papers Ltd. 1950. 

Haggard,. .Ridar, 1'11& Laai aoer war. lDmon. Kegm Paul, 1899· 

Henley, WilliG, Eftlast, Ji!qe:ass London. DaviQ. liutt, 1917. 

Holt, ~' The llo&X:.W£• I.ondon. Patnan, 1958-

KeeU., J .. G. 1"he A!§!o-Boer War1 M!22 - 1292. (Bibl~) 
University of Cape Totrn, 1956· 

Xrugar, R~Q:D.e, Good-lp'e Do±!z G!!5l1 .Lomon, Ce.anel, 1959· 

Ut&mt'!.U!e oft~ SOUth A:friO&l far. ls;t9 - ~· By a British 
o.t"fiDer, Aaerican Hiataey Review. Jan, 1907. 
PP• 299 - 321. 

Ralph, Julian, ! ar',a Br;i,shter !Jidep {The story of k Frl.Ollll). 
lmldon, ArthtLT Pearson, 1900. 

A.~ Pretoria. .tomon, Arthur Poaroon .Ltd., 1901. 

Adcock, St. John, Sopg!! of ~ ."~Sol• !J:ltd)n, R.Brimbay Johnscn,l9QD. 

' Atkinson, Fred.erick, SOUth ~.can Jar V~!' L:mlon. 
. samuel Tinsley, 1860. 

Dell, Robert, 

JJegbie, Harold, 

PJ:,;e c€ the Y~ l2Q?. Glriagow._ Hol.rooa. n.d. 

~ H~ & O'tber Verses. Londono 
Gmnt Richal:ds, 1900. 

i}le Li ttlo Bggl.or & obr 'Nor Ii;:ics. haldon. 
Elliot Stoek, 1900. 

The Jm.behell .Poema. Pr.i.nted at Letd,yamith during tho !la:orable 
Siee&t 1899 - 19{)'). {12 pagus). 



Buckton, A..,r. The Burden ot' :E;ngel.a (A Ballad Epic}. ~mon. 
-rothu.en, 1904. 

Cl..tq, Philip, Stephen, yga. ot tbe Veldt. !Dlldon. Simpldn, 
'!!arahall 1 HamUton, Kent &: Co.Ltd. l9Q.i. 

British and :Boer. :ao. 3· (pa:llphlet) 

Dennieon, Joe, 

.Ballads o.r the 'Boer ·.a.r. Lon:fo n, 1902. 

Poeu '£or !.be Period. (pamph.) Cgl_Je 1'own. 
Tour.sem, T~ler & ~ahal.l. n.d. 

Sunbeam8 thro the Yrar Cloula. !moon. 
Flliot stook, 1900 • 

Hastings, T:tOOper L.'l.. .!lallada of Botha's .Al.'lq, Cape Tam, 
c.~r.A. 1902. (R>~&rd by Lard Roberta.) 

Hiahtoo,. GUbert-. The Siege at l.faf!!?Ai• Imdan, Ha.r.ri son & sons, 1900. 

Huntley ... Skrine, Jo!...., ,., .Q.!oon'e HiQ!!Q & other. l:vrioa of the 
ar1 189,2 - 1900. lm:tdon, Elkin lfathewn, 1900. 

!lorton, Smedley, Bt-amcote Ballads. ·(ineludas a brief diar.v of the 
conflict in Sou.th Africa.) Pamph.Imdcn. 

Patereon, A..B. 

:!Oncton & eo. 1904 • 

.fiio-Grandc 1 ! last lW'se & other Verooa. ~nden. 
'fae'Jillan, 1904· 

.Ballads o.f the Yla.r. .Lc.m:bn. Dent.. 1900. 

RW.laDl, . 'a:rston, .Poau.a of tb& ~e. .Ialoon, Elliot stock, 1901. 
; 

Selmer, J:Duia, Boer \'Far tgrica. Hew Yoxk, The Abb<U Press, 1903. 

Sborl, Frezlk, Tho Boer Ride. London, John Ling, 1898. 

Songs at i:he Veld and other Poeca. (Reprinted f'ro!ll The New A{e) 
london, New Age Presa, 1902. 

Taillefcr, !fugeni,RQlM!~aux of the Bri;tish VOluntcerp, Jm(J;)n. 1871• 

.allaoe, D:lear, The 'lissicn that Failed. (JamieeCI1 Raid) Pampb. 

YaldWJ'll, .B. 

Cape Town. 1898• 

l ti t .in J3t!Lrra.ckB. Lon®n. !Jethuan. 1900. 

British ani Boer. (pampb.) R)rt Elizabeth, 
~t~w.r & Sinclai.r, n.d. 

Words of the :tar d<t~re in r~ by 'A Brooo or Burghe:r:s •, Grahaoatown. 
Richard Slater &co. n.d. 
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au.Pl'ER 6. 

Arthv Sbaarly CriRR~· 

(fri!!sr). 

Cripps, Arthm-, Sl:IMrl1", Pril..Jaftra. Ol:for-d, J3.1n(k\1011, 1890· 

Titania, ald. ~her JlO«:!!.•Laldo~ 
Elkin !Jatb.et'm, 1900. 

The Black Cbriat. Ox:ford. 
mack\ ai1, • 1~02 (?) 

.JO;Eathan, <Xt'ord, :Sladtticll. 19(Yl. 

h~ ~1.-t!!ft, Ox:b'cl, 
Bl.aclaloll. 1909. 

r£B•i!!S! c:6 Gm.c:e, ~f 
.Black..roll. 1912. 

!'P:&t"i:l' a .TSlJOltfcmi, 3laclc--..101.1.1916. 

,o;;;;;;;;;;o,;;;:;,o;;;;;;;;;o;....;;;;;;;;;.;.o·., Oxford., Blackwoll.l917. 

A !Ulifm lAma, Sali.a'bll17, 
Herald Offioe. 1918 "?) 

5a!te :Es.&ex ~.Chelmsford. 
Dub'tcnM 1930· 

Carols ~ Christmas :fJ.'om A:tr.Loa. 
s.p.c.r . 1935· 

5AY; t.!!o oountg.(:novcl} 
Ox.t~, Blackllell. 191}. 

(J. list ot Or%>ps.'a etor1 e a.~ mveln will be f'rund. :in 
seq.) 

1918. 

Arthur Shoerg crias .. 
(Seooniary) 

3r:ettel, n.n. T~ R!locl.oa,ian Poets. (Fa.i%'b:ridge, HutilgD 
& Crippa) Publioa.tiw no.:s. 1bo Rbodssiana 
Soc:L4Ry • 1958• PP• 29 - 39• 
.a...s. Cr.LMJ,!:S.. stsnd.pmte, 22, Jaargang XII, 
lfr.~. April 1959• PP• 30 - 35• 

b P<D:tg: of ~ ~ SB¥1<~• SoatJ 
A1'ricau :;pa:r'terl.y, Vo •• 



Cullen (;()l!ld!!W'l• 
(~} 

Ki..1B(J1!Y Fairbrid£9. 

(~). 

God •s gu:post. (noVo!) Imdca.,:ldl • 

.. !!W:in'a ;:tae;i¥9 (ucvel) 

~'!£:¥!! rlqmAAa Eul.a.~.:adlpott 
& Collins. 

S?np out af exile. J.Dndon., 
Fisher Unwin, 1912. 

~0 liliodesian m;yres. Thllamqo. 191}· 

n-om the ~ste. Il.>rdon. 
Fhher Unwin. 1914. 

}ibOdesian !hS•· 13ulamqo • 
.Philpott & COllins, 1932· 

(An inol1.1aive edition.) 

Fair~, Kingsley. Veld V~1'88 ani other lines. IG"Ubl, 

Kingsley FeirbriS!!• 

(Secoma;g). 

D&v1d ThAt. 1909. 
yeld y~~· IRn<~on. o..u.p,. 192a. 

!Jlle mm af K:i.p$sley Pairbrid§! .. 
London, o.u.P. 19}6 .. 

Pin.iar.ra: the !(tag at a :iSr.n Sobool. 
Lo."2clan, o.u.p. 1937· 

«rbrGe R.baleaian ~ ts •••• 



F.mncis ~ ~53:~· 
(Prl.m!:n). 

.................... __ 

~is , O!!!f Slater. 

J(X) • 

Slater, !'r&looia cazey. ~pa.tha thl'o' tbe Veld. 
Edinburgh, Bl.Gcllwood.. 1905· 

J'.ra.ncia C!£!7 Slater. 
( seeand.F.Z). 

!}!! Sunburnt . ~th. (Short 
atoriea). l.DJ'd)n. 

Fmm. ·iimosa :ram. Fdinburgh. 
~okRoud. 1910. 

calls aoroee the Se&.Edinbu.rgh. 
]lackwood. 1917. 

Settlers. am SUnbima.F.dinburgh. 
Blackwood. 1919. 

The Kar.roo and o&be:r Poe>u. 
' Edinhlli'~.Blaclaeod.l924· 

The §hiffiM River.(llCN"e.l) 
Imdon. !A)D8Jl&m• 1925. 

pmum!i: A SOI:lth A:fl':f.cazl Pamble 
b.1 ••Ja van AVODi"• Laldon,Bcnn.l929· 

1he Sec.ret Veld. (short s 1.orJe s) 
JJ:mdon• Nash & Grayctnl, 1931· 

D&l'k Folk&: other Foams. 
Ed1nbur8h, m.e.eaoal. 1935· 

'lbo Trek.l'l.ll&ln, ~nan. l9J8• 
r:l&leoted Poes <:£ •. P.ramia C!g"gY 
Slater. o.u.p. 1947· 

Sal.$ctocl Poema c1 Fxwlcia £a!!r 
Slater. ~. Vol.xn, No.,5. 

rla1'dl~ 1948· 
Veld Patriarch & o!ihor Poana. 

IDmon. ID~, 1949· 
Sattler' a Hor1 tage. s.A.IDrodale 
.. Preas. 19.54· 
!Iba Ooll~ Poa'!J8 ~ Fnmai.a 
CS§ Slatez;.IDDbn,.nl.acbood.. 1957• 

Jpttera fl\0:1 Slater 1D Gen.Snutsa. 
Tho Cory Library :fbr Historioal 
Reeo&rcb. 

Clark, J. ~ Paa!eJ; of :r.c. Sla~. South African 
Quctorq, Vol. VI, No•4•PP• 2l. - 25. Deo·l924• 

Deli~ AnthOX\V~ Slater & 9agpball. Stw4p.mte, ''• 
J~ JJt. Br. 1. 1954· 

See: .Brink, (List or S:::urce~u eMptor l.) 

See• !l."he Bulletin & T.he Sc;uth A:trlcm Jbolaan ibr Raviesm 
ot Sla.ter•a poo:w aiS thEtf ll>!lGI.Iredo 

b Kakstad AdverUeer ar *JWJter' 1883 - 1687. 
(Slater co.nt:ributed veX'flOs of rJO merit.) 

(Slater bequsat.hed his llllra;ry to Graha:nstom. :I IJ88 

fOrtunate in being able to emmm its oO!Zenta.) 



RoY C!!JlpbeU. 

(Prins:z} 

Ca.11Pbell• Roy. ~Flaming~· LoBl.OnwJo:natbc 
Ctpe. 1924• 

The \i~. Lcmdon. Jonatilan Cape. 1928. 

J:ida::aa...ntor • .London. l!nber & l!ubor. 19)0. 

l3l:ok&n Rooord. lmldon. l30ri.8'110odo l9J4• 
~&llEir:e Blonco.Londo:t.l• Fe.bez A 'tiabor. ~946 ... 
Light on a Dark Horse. Icndon. 

Rolllii &: Carter~ 1951. 
Colle ctocl Poems or. 3Jl catpbell. 

Lo!ldon., !lhG a:xll«r HcZ. 1955· 
Tbe Cbllected. Poems ~... .ID:alon. 

The Bodl.c\r Head. 1957• 
CollcL--ted PoaRa ~ ••• s ~on. 

T.he Bodl~ Rocd. Vol.~l . 1957• 
Po£tuel. Imd:>n. !lax Reinhardt. 1957· 

'lhe Collected Po8::18 o.f ••• , Vol.lU. 
bPoxewrd l>y Edith Si tEll) !aldan, 

Tbe Eodlcy Head. 1960. 

Poena o:( Roy Oa::J>Roll. ChotstU by 
uya KriSO• Cape Totm,!faakew lli.llDr, 1960· 
~itlh WOrah.i:e in South Afrlca, Voorelag, 
Vol. 1. No.2, Juq,l92i):.pp.3 - 19. 

To o. You:ng :m with Pia ~s. voorsJ.ag, 
Vol. 1. No.2, JuJJ ~ 1926;pp. 62 - 63. 

'l!be Poem at :Ellitb Sitwoll. Trek, Vol. rx. 
no. 5· PP• ll - 13. 7!8\Y - Juno, 1951. 

,Pl! l'r:l.&!!• The Cl:i tic. Vol.m. uo.2. 
Jan. l935· PP• 61 - 67. 

Soot Davia, Valeria, JS.'bl.iop!J;!q af tha w~ at 
Ipt1us Roz ~ie 9!!P~ll. 

Univemity r:£ cape ToiPl. 1954-

Roz c~E~l. 
( SOOODi&) 

Abrahams, Lionel, Roz CanBbell: ConW!tf!!or-~· 
1bcoria, 1956. 

Davia, E. 

~. w.H. 

The §E2llt Boy in Ro;y Campbell. Trek, vom. 
'1o• 3t ~t. 1951, PP• 12 - 14. 

Rox campbell. Trek, Vol. Xlll. No.l.Jan.l949• 
and, ~ Vol. Y:/. No.3, 1a.:rch,l951· 

Rot Caapboll. (unpublished iohesis). 
Potabefetroan Uniwrsi ty. 1957 • 

Vol 'M at DaJ.igtr~: An Ap;eraia.!ll. o:f' 
Roy c;meeu. Tbe "fonth, Vol6 19. 
No. l~New Series) Jan. 1958• PP• 5 - 17• 

yo1t9 of DeliBh.t ••• n. Tho '1olrt.ht 
Vol. 19, No.J. PP• 1}}- 147• 



j02. 

Bg.r Casbell 

(Seoo!!lar;y. aontd.) 

ara_y, Alan. The Geaiua a£ llo3 C'!Pfbell. Af'ricen. \'Torld. 
Vol. XIV • .uaroh, 952· 

Grlgaon,Geottrey, BeY C'.ampbellt]\;rio&O. 1'l:8 Observer, 
Sept. 29. 1957· 

Poet~ at R9Z CcmpbOll, staldpunte. 
' Vol. V. ~. 1950 • .W• 53 - 5. 

Roy Ca:~pbell am 'Lc8 Flours cW. '.al• • 
Ons F.io Book, Vol .. U. 1954•P.P•ll7 - 18. 

Heille%', Wllileir.t• Rgy C',aJRbcll. Trek, Vol. XIII, No.1. 
Jan. 1949· p.2;. 

JOhn, A~..U!t The F!!ffi:¥1$';'!Pffi, Candid L:npreunions, ~· 
The 5unday ~a, Oct.l~ 1958. 

BD.y £gbell. !the CX'it1o, A. South .A£r:k:an 
C)larterly Journal, '!arch~ 1933· 

R9l Cgbell. 1'l'ek. Vol. X.V. NO.lO. 
Oet. l$5l• PP• 3 - 5• 

~6 OrztrlOOtillg r:et Ro;y Gm·l.)~)G].l. 

ffeokblad, lfarch, 1958· 

no;, £!!!pbell as~ Poe;ta 802 quieter 
a.speote. EngliM Studies in A£rica. 
Vol-. V. Sept. 1958· PP• 81 - 94• 

Rgr C!sEbell ot d~ ~-W'S!!nae R>osle. 
standrnnte. 1953 - 54· 

WI Cf!Wbell ' Poet & lfl.ln. Thaoria. 9· 
1Jnivere1 1;jy o:f lfata.l Prass, 1957•PP• l9 - Jl• 

Ti<>~ £gbril•s P.. ~ Tablet. 
•rsy 11th, 95 • P•444• 

ROi£ C'.ang:boll.. S.A.:P.E.Ji., Year lb:>k. 1956 - )/. 

Houtb, ~' B2[ Gepboll. Trok. Vol. XV . ... ~.2. Feb. 1951. 

stone, Ge~.Jlgr 9FJib!A: !£~ Paradox. 
The A:n&r.Lcan P.? ow. Vol. rm. PP• 154 • 76• 

!!Preusiona of Bpz Ca:::rpbell 'e Rlet& .. 
liarld Review, Vol. XIV. Spring, 195Q.pp.214 - 22. 

Soott, To.ra, 

Tqlar. Dora. Unbroken Racard. 1.Tek. Vol .. xv. 1957. 
Times Literary Supplemont. ThB Poag at statenmt. 

arch 24th, 1950. 

Times Li~ Suppl<ment. E,<&tq and Action. 
Deo.2lst, 1951· 

Watld.na - Joneo, A.. South African B&rd ,lrld En&lidl Rer...evers -
1llrgn aDd .Rox CS?bell. A study in Satire. 
The Critio. A SOuth Af'riam ~erq 
Jom-nsl, ~. 1933· 

~Iiacellemeot'lS .Publications. 

!Gnoira of the Li:te & writillCs of Ca..-oe:us. 
2 wla. I.omw. 1820. 

lpY Ca:gpbfll Ex:hi~i!J.o~ South .At'ricaJ. 
libmnea, Vol. ~Juq l954•PP• }5-6. 

Gm:nett, David. ed. The Lotttn·s !Jf '.r.E.· Iawnmoe, Lcm:ln. 
0ap8J 1938· 



Roz C.J!ball 

.tisoalla!!cJ.za Publio~OMtsi• 

H~, C.J. •Local Cnlourt in South African Pcetl;r. i'!hooria, 
Univoraity o£ Natal Preas, 1955·PP• 93 - ~oo. 

Ilm.rmco, A.i. eel. T. E,. ~ae Hz H:1a Fri~. 
Jonathm Oepe, 19~ • 

IDa, F.A. ~ ~e lhiloaoer. A atudy c1: Fr-ledrlch 
:tlei~e .. ~. :!othucn. 1957 .. 

'elville, Rel.'Jlan• "!obx Difl&.... .Ialdon, J{}mtluln \Ape, 1925· 

Bou:th, Gl.Q". ~ :am or 1iba ~· t.l'rek• Vol. xv. :Io.2. 
Fob .. 1951. 

SiJl."V1oe, Robe~ ~. RNR!B ~ a RolY¥ Stone. Laocbn. 
~er Umdn. 1918. 

alker1 Oliv&r, Foot110te to Voorsla.&'• Trolc.. Vol. m, 
:No. 14· Jan, 194'· 



"Y;ilJ.ia:l Pl(J...ar. 

{~). 

Plauer, 'til.l.iam, Tu.rbott. -..Gli~. Lonion, Hogarth Preas. 
1927. (ioprint 192'). 

fill.ia::! Pla:Jar. 

(Soocmiprx). 

! Spe!k af ktrioe.. Lollo10n,Ho~ .PmBD.l927 • 

.:SateS fOl.' i•OQllSe II n n l928e 

Pawr houses. n ft .. 1929· 

~e :tc:.£.y tree. » " " 1929· 

~· 
,. 1f " 1931· 

The f'iv~:f'old ~creen. '' If .. 1952.. 
The oaee i al te1.'ed. " n "' 1932· 
~ ahild o£ qt!!!!1 '!ict~ia. 

Lonaon. Capo .. 19,3· 
Cecil fYlales. IDDdon, PGto:r D....-r.ica 

Ltd. 1933· 
'lba invade~. L<l'ldon, Capo. 1934· 
Vi~itinr ~he Cave~. u tt 19;6. 
Dol.lble Livev .. " It 1943· 
Tb£ Dorld.ng Tbi~. .. " 1946· 
A-5 B - 1fanoira. 1t " 1958· 
yoorq;tag nm~ stondpunte. 2l,Jaa.J."t>'&ll8• 

xn. 1;;Q.}. ~!eli - Jtme, 1958•PP• 1 • 6. 
SWel'Bl Bsvol~.na. !!he- Ttrcn.t:i.eth Centux.y, 

Vol. 165 ... !:o..906. A:p~.J. l959•PP•385 • 396• 
Collcctad Poaas. !Drldi?n, C..9.pe. 1960. 

f!~· T;mk. Series in Vol. VIII, No.1 • 
.. July an. 1943• vo1. VIII, 1:o..2,July 1.6th,l945t 
Vol. VIII. ::o .. }. Juq ~. 194.}. 

rorld llit!ti.a Warld.. London. 
Jk;.;niah Hmtilton. 1951• 
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