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unshaded situations. The plot

drought lasting several weeks d
prelarval ticks survived only 1
and it is likely that in such ¢

ticks would have a similarly 1i

There appear to be some di
picture of larval cluster distr
surveys is compared with that e
investigations., One at least s
other than the direct effects o
and development of prelarval st
that well-shaded situations wer:
development of larvae in the aw
clusters other than those cf I,
surveys of such pla=zer during ti
year, Thic state of affairs is

in the case of B, decoloratus wi

abundant in unshaded areas on o
veyed, Some observations on th

females and larvae of B, decoloracus sSuggest pOSSLDLe

explanations.

After hatching and tanning the larvae migrate from
their hatching-sites. In open situations where there is
grass which is not short-crcpped they migrate to the
tops of grass more or less immediately above their
original jositions. On the other hand it seems th
larvae hatching under bushes migrate horizontally
beyond the shade of such vegetation. Thus perhaps
larvae in well-shaded situations such as tree clum
or forests may tend to scatter away from their hat

sites and so fail to form recognisable clusters,
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dipping of cattle could be restarted since this would
be the time when the first spring larvae would app=sar

in the field.

No further practical suggestions can be made at
this stage. When the importance of the ranging
behaviour of cattle has been assessed, it may be pos-
sille to discuss further control measures for

B. decoloratus. For instance one might suggest that

well-: aded situations in the Eastern Cape should be
sprayed with acaricides during periods of drought, when
the non-parasitic stages of this spec..s are only able
to survive in such situations, but such a measur= might
be a waste of effort if hardly any ticks fall in the
shady situations because the cattle are in the open

at times of peak tick-fall., In the cases of the three

species other than B, decoloratus it is necessary to

investigate the ecology of non-parasitic nymphs and
adults before similar control measures can be intelli-

gently discussed,







































Percentage Saturation of Soil Samples collec

Several Plots.

Dates | 1 1 2 |1z 3 1V
! ! -

19/10 33 53 16
23/10 | ho18 16

26/10 17 | I 19
30/10 | 10 5 5

3/11 19 10
5/11 6 7 2
10/11 _ 7 2 3
13/11 | 5 L N

17/11 L 10 2
20/11 9 9

el/11 7 i L 2
25/11 6 |3 1

2/12 8 | n 8
L/12 10 2 2

8/12 12 12 40
11/12 15 15 5

15/12 3 1y
19/12 7 17 3

5/1 61 - L6
9/1 54 23 | | 37

12/1 12 b 8
16/1 Lh 91 <13

19/1 41 |7 23
2l4/1 1L 29 | 26

26/1 15 | 28 01
30/1 | 18 12 | 5

62 | 10 | 7 ("

9/2 2 5 12
13/2 10 L8 W3

16/2 88 | | 46 34
20/2 | 19 3% 35

23/2 12 2 3
27/2 6 | & 3

3/3 . 65 | 53 L 60

| 3 i .
















