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' ic oOM.tnntl~ bnli d by lio uo~ of I:lY'\1'!- in his own PtXlmt''. !hie i tho 

C'>',Pinion of th ~rittan o~i ti~ !'iohl.l1"d r.ltaa~, 1 notttd for b -ta work ~n 

oytl n and m;rt;hOl'OI!ieul tb 1 o in bgl1fth Md lmnrto.n litnrc"lturto . 

Wb. th~r or not Cha~ i right muet ~~n~o ~ tbo rbnpt~ro WPieh 

follow. 'l''hnir pu:rpoa ,ill b~ to ex inf* th tff)Cte of.' the uc of 

oythn and ~hologioal psit.,ma on U.iot•e vort: in gef)<!)ral, r thor t .&n 

to a.nn t tf' individual DJthOloc1cal al ttoionr.. Sisltply tfl recognizo en 

al1uoion ie tv r~ioa 

doc1do Yho.t thn wr1tor hopfld t o nohiovtt b3' 1ts utro, and whttth r or not 

h t C\C sucoi)Od.od. Unl""'"' th• Y l oRd on to nuoh flUootionn, liato of 

GOUl"e o eontribu'lP li ~tlo to out- und rotandil'lf' of t\ won • 

Far Doro 1tlPQrtMt than inoid-Jnt.\1 C\llu ion" t\%'t' tbn ~bolO('icnl 

tb e and pat~mo on tho lQl'B ac ~le t 11bioh rtWenl t h neAlV s in 

rPOU1'rcnt a llUOiODft Bnd in b 10 'P&~t~l'Nl Of JrlbOlit:r.Dt Ma1nt T!t~l"'ly 

· to Meor.nia euoh 11. p t,t rn 1s innderruat~ • 1n (!!ff,cy e B , a 4:iaC'OVt"J7 

ot ita flm.etio.n in both th po ' • (o:r plq*ai ratructuro Md. tl1 po~•'s 

&ceua~'~o him of n-"" 1 etU!(? th tdn probl in hitt tu.d3' ot t'olvill , 

iMia~ nr on finding eytlJol 1c 1 ~ rent tor ()Vnry\hitlr 1n 
relvill~ too oft n 1 ~ hi~ ~~ froa thQ tnv,at~tion ot 
b~d EJ1tl-.oloeic&l. patt~mo, " vnluable lit t'nrY etmt,..qy, into 
ovDrly sp•c1ti<" point-b1"'1)o.int f!pplieationo of' 'Pflrti~ln1- m..ythn 
to olvill ~ • s text ••• ~ b coo a a maict"d and ~otont 
P~tbrus, Bill.7 Dudd. Uue and llholf"' Promf""" uo. 'But Cbaen 
:l'l#OJVnr ra1s~e aey « u tion of th~ par\inular fanetiOl'l of tl ~• 
~he 'Within the .novolB, of hov thPY' nff et g"n .. ro.l otruc-~ 
or th{"me, or my th y ~ ue d bJ ~elvill ~ tllo tirot !Jlr'~P. ? 

Whilo o~' sprooifi(' oba.r"' may b n littltt unjuD' (if vo nonm 

1 I"Ue~0d by Chal'l • oomant U:t}\urian, ~i2tztih ( rk ley and toe 
~ los 196n) P• l6?. 

':t Ibid . lh 6. 



that tt( lvill4*o •uof' ~ cy$h' wac mainly na 'Ul\eoneciouo p%0CNJ~) t lli.o 

W?t1oral atn:tOCl~nt io h16hly rol.w~t to ~1ot • o work. '1liot himat"lf 

has mndo- it ol,~ tha.t in his on~ tho ue of myths and mythologicnl 

po.~t.!'me hac otto» boon a. f'u.ll~ conscioue, ("Von selt-eonooioun, proeeet'le 

Thorttt'or-·' \10 mey appl~ to his wozok tha ('Uns.tione l'l"'ntiont>d by no{.)man t 

Wt\t tunotionlf thn ~tJ· tt fUlfil Within indiViduo.l 110%kBJ hoW ilhny 

ntf~t ~~1'81 stNotu.l'e and thmnt'> t cmd ilhy Bliot unn0 tb~~ in thf\ 

firet. plao~h 

TbiB ltu'it : .u s'ion l"lnde ua bec"l< to a co~ fulldtwl~"~ntnl on t uey 

do ~· 'lofritero; oo-pcoi.all:r modern on~.,o , USEl m"l~s •tn tilt) fi1"'3t ttlac*"'• ? 

!ht' prob l~ta involv&a dis.oustdon of thn relation br.rtttoon tn7ths N1d 

litortltur('t • and of thf"! naturo of m:rtbo thcmnC~-lv~o• thio t'oao thf' 

aAt nrinl of tt-. firer~ nhaptor. Th~ otht\t" ch.apt,re rill donl ~ tb tt®P- . 

ot 'lliot'o wOI'keJ att('Cpt~ to !'rplain Md nn~r~ l1is us~ of itt:fihc 

1n thf~, and to 1lluetnltt: its impo:rto.nen in "ooh en.n'h 
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CRAP'!' .~li I 

tnlnt '~h 1 is o. notortouol3' protean vord. ie a commonpl"-Oe of 

modern orit1oism. '1lbeeo dBye' Ot11f Riohat'd Cheoo, 'th~ word •teyth" 

1o throtm ®out ae cavAliarly as is e:ny word 11hieh the oulturt\l oH.mnte 

onvelops lfith glooor end oharaec with an emotionnl voltago. It is a. 

potterful word, but not !)X"nOiso. ' 1 

In hio short oosa7 on tha subject Chael' ob~Aoto to thP- wid.ermral\d 

aaeucptiono titnt myth may be regardod ae philooophy, a oyat~~ of 

aot:-.physicol or EJ11!1bol:lo th.ouent, a theolor,7 or body of dopmQ., ol" a 

world-'Viev. He o.e.ot"'rts that o. tlyth in a cto17, an (\.rt-fom, a.ud that 

mytho ooaoe to Mist when disinherited tl'om tl1eir li~mry t'lntrix. But 

ba ooni\loee t~& issu., by uatng tho adjftotivv •m:;rthionl• in a. sm'lao 

obviouoly divo~ d f'rot!l any no.rro.tiv~ oonnotatioruu ho Ul'(rf!S thc.t 

1'30dn:rn po~try needs, tl":rough a oort!l.in oontl:Ol and di:reotion given to 

the noetioal omotione, to become moro eythioo.l . JI1o ooay &a a wholo 

illuetr~tos the laok of pr oioion ho mentionD. 

,.pnrt from tht'\ adj :ot1vo1 Cha.oa uooa nynonymouely tvo deo1:>pt1vnly 

similar t?ma t411oh are novorth~losn oftrm cmployC'Id in differont eenaest 

on th.-, ona bNtd •myth', nnd on the other h!lnd 1.! oytl1' or toythe'. nore 

it in tbat much contuo1on o.bout the word ar1soca whrn ue0d vithout 

artiolo or plurQl1 'myth ' tonde to take on a host of pownrful ~sooi­

ntions (o~ten ~lnted to tha mythOpOoie nroeooe or to all mythologies 

toa'lthor) but :no olt;"'arly dofinad neo.ning. so for Clmoe to r:m.y t'.lflt 

' myth• is not t'hilosophy but '!. rayth• io a atory, ie to diAousa two 

difft"ront tems as :if tboy wc1•o the ea.mo . It will b~ o.dvisa.ble 1n vlmt 

followo to adhoro o far n. poaeible to tho loeo gon~ral term ' Cl myth' 

(or tho ecJ.Ua.lly po.rt1oulariain6 plural tom). 

John LehmMn in a.n oooa.y on tho oamo subject quc.tes ' e. myth' tri.th 

l •notos on the Study of ltyth' t PD.rtiaan Roviou XIn (1946) :n.. 338. 
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both 'fl po()ll' and 'a. oreed', but o.lso nays thn.t ' Rimbi\Ud, lik~ Byron 

bofor~ bto, complotod hie ~h by livine it.• H~ remarko that Sholloy 

inventGd b1 own myth in Pronothnua Unbound, !Uld f!'ll&!OUta that ' tho 

greatoet poota ha.ve alwa.yo strive-n to creato n. nyth, a world tho.t ohall 

bn o. o~bol for tho uorld of aotual ox1ctenco in itR morol am. aeothotie 

nsp~ote.• 1 Thooo ooomcnts hnva a high uggootivc valu 1 nt tho name 

ttmo thoir divoroity 1n moro l~~ly to ouddlo than to nid uny nttc~pt to 

find out ~at a ayth is . 

Yonts eM.d of thfl tamt ' I do not moBil a fiction, but ono of thoso 

atatomcnta our nature is OOI!lpollod to tmko and omploy o.n a. truth though 

thor~ cannot be auftioit't'l't rw1denoo. • 2 'l'h1n br~ ue olooor to tho 

~~lm of religious boli~t, and at the awle tiD~ dotraote from nny pur~lY 

nal"l'Q.tivo notion of a myth, Cortair.ly o. oonnootion •tith rolip,ion 1c 

otyoologicnlly valid, sinco th~t nnoit..nt Greek ;pl!hoe wao thn verbal 

fomula (usually A na.rrntiv•) aoe~ tmd oxpln1ning o. ritwl.l. (In 

this oenoo tho rooito.l of 'the fnotn of Joous• pn.otJion a.nd dA~th in th._, 

Gt~iation SUohnriot could b ealled n myth.) But froo ito GArly O~ak 

une the word has tmvolled tar aud vid.e. It io curious to note thnt 

·uhile 'mytholom~• and 'tcy'thioo.l• hv.ve boon lol'lG oota.bliehcd in the: 

3ngl1ob lOll(J'UOC , •nyth • ontorGd ito vooo.bul'll'y only durin{! tho n1no­

toonth oentur.Y. 3 At firct used simply to donot~ n fietit~~ otory, 

uoually t.rom primitive or oln.enioal loro, it booa.mo within a. faw gonor­

a.tiona icposn:l.blo to dofino in any 8tmflmlly aoeo-!)tod sonao. aoholaro 

in nnny tieldn four.d th~ tom uaoful and o.doptod 1 t for tbnir ovn 

purpos~s, and in the laat ha.lf-eontury tho ov.-,r-inol'(ln..eing divorni ty 

of approach hrul rnad.o any synthoeis p~aoivoly Mor~ unlik~~..,.. Tho 

position hao beon ~~-vatcd by tho inability of ~oholare to ne~o 

about thf'l orfeins and functions of mytho • 

.,1inc the nrAek n,y!hos waa not only n pf\U"t of on anoinnt ritual 

1 'Thf) Searoh for tho 11ytb' , Tho P~ntNin Notr Wri t!M 30 ( 1947) pp. 149, 
1,::>, 146. 

2 QUoted by Potor Ure1 Towg.rds n ytholos:r (1946) ~· 6o. 
3 Soa lfha Short or Oxford Dietionarz undor • J:cy1Jh' , who~ 1830 to givon 

ae tbo onrli4lot known dAto of 1 tu us<'! in ··neliF'b. 
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but often B kind af rot~suectiVQ juotification for it, elanaical 

eoholare lone ~ed oyths ao notiolog1eal 1n origin and !unotion, 

a.ooQl.Ultirlg for r1t\U\l n.ctiono nnd oft n nlso for naturo.l vh llOmoM. 

But in tho pro1tent century thia a su:nption boo b.,~n atrowl:r challengM 

:f'rO"'l threo dir~tionst nnthropolocr, philoaop~ n.nd pey-oholog:y. 

To lf41inoweki the • setioloe1cal oyth • ie 

0.."1 ~in.ary, non-0:detont olaoo of narrative, • • • oOftl)oponding 
to a notl-$%iatent doairo to ~lain, leadine' " tut1lo exiottmce 
ns an • in toll otua.l offort • , and rez:1ainiflg outside nativ~ ouly 
turn Gnd OOo1al Or8Qnization with th$ir p~tie intoreoto. 

If a myth dooe ooootiDes O%Plain onythinc about nature or thr histor.1 

ot tribal ouGtorns, that io a by-product of' its primary f'Unetion, lihioh 

iu to provide eanctione for tho oonduet of tribsl li~•'- It io roally 

tho etatoo nt of c groator 

and oore rf:tlovant reality, by which the ~o&nt lifo, f'nten, 
and activitioo of oankind aro dotermin~d1 the knowledp,e ot 
Whioh supplioa w~ with tbo motivo for ritual and mo~al2~ctions, 
tlG Wf)ll aG vith indioat1one ao to how to pttrfom 11hnc. 

It thflr~foro functiooo o.a a etrons cultural f'orot'l nnd o. ~nn• ot 

eooial oohoaion. 

If ttytho a.ro not aetioloc;ioa.l, suraly it io unlikely that thoy 

or1ginatft onl$ 1n oonmun1t1os vhort- otm i.B in n 'l>re-oci"'n"itio' stag•? 

Ma.linoweki ap(lo.kC of oyth (ha~ used aor~ or l\'sa eynonymounly With 

tn(\ aytbopooic process) a.o •an illdioponrsablo ingrnd1ent of Qll 

cul turo' J .3 and Hoout diaraieotto the neeosai ty for any thoorioc of 

e1ithor a •acytbopoc-io aa.n' with n diff'orcnt o~nto.lity fro~ ours, or 

an a&t1oloaioal origin of oytba. 4 

CMsirer, \i'hil e he o.loo rejaeto tho at'tiologieal viev, J!2!.... 

nnvnrthol~B& poeit a cytbopo~io otBgea tbie would bo a. pr~o1antific 

nnd praloaic.ml otor,o of dOVfllOpt~t'nt, tor •boforo ~ thinks in tares 

of logi~al coneepts, h~ holdD his oxperi~no&s b~ oa~e of oloar, 
\ 

sopnrote, oythieal images. • 5 no usually uoeo the eo~ra.l tern 
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'myth' 1 not the form with thr. tlriiolo • thio SI)'Cm.o to be duf' to- hio 

broad concoption of •oytb • ne a. GQncral ca'tf'6'017 on th Sl\t!l~ lovfll na 

la~ and o:.rt. ne ~rde lDJlGUaef! Md myth ao eimultr..neouo producto 

of n p:rim1 t:I.V0 etaeo when aan is a kind of 'imagist' , not ynt o. 

'cono~ptualiet ' • !h~y 

nro t1ro diV<"rtta choots tron tho mu:xA FO%'<'t1t stoo, tho eGr~o 
impuloo of nJ'I)bolio formulation, spril'lging t:roo tho ONfte baoio 
centel activity, n o~ontration nnd h~teht~ntn.a of nimpl o 
eonooey ~..xp•rienco. 

A t~onBo of the :numinouo, the .2!m: of the Holnneal.one 1 s1voo ris4\ to 

thio ht\ightoning of O"'nS017 oxpor1er.co, and eo to tho.t pl'Oo~oo of 

oyobolic :tomula.tion which 1o th('t root ot all l~o, myth e.n4 art. 

lith botb ~~linowaki and Cnoe1ror wo onn o~o ~ tudy of myths 

roeulting in n groat~ d ~e ot auton~ tor th ~opoeio proo~so. 

Caoa1~r's placina it on tha e~ lAv~l ao th$ oentnl proo~sn undarlying 

1~ and art would moan that myth 'hf' neithor sn :~c..,1d.entnl 

2 ) oonsequ noe nor n forerunne.r t>f l~f\ t nor on ttrt-form. 

Thoso trP-ndo 1n tho stu~ of oriGins end tunotiono conotituto a 

sel'1oua eb.n.llorlgG to 1ho old a.otiologioal 'lhooq. 4 The 8rgtlr.l.,nt1 baoed 

on tim nnt~polog1oal groundo, tbo.t 8UCh a thO()ey wroll81Y ~l"BU~e from 

our conso1oua lof:iCnl. centali ty 1n dlcousoing 1tho.t arg reelly .!!2!1-

logioal prooonooG 1 is G OQ8on\ OM• 

In tho last sontonoe •non-loei~l' is th opnrAtiv word . It ws 

&Aid Gbove thnt Cnsoiror thought in terms ot n non-logioel rn~ntalit.y 

'Which ovnreted with imn69e insteo.d ot oonoepte, but ho cnllod it •nre­

logtoa.l' • 'l'h1e prefix londo or(!ldenca w the 1.4en of a tcy'tbop~ic 'otnge • 

1n pr1m1t1vo man' s dGV lopacnta o. notion nx;prouoly re3eotf'ld by G('fVcral 

tmthrOpologiats inoluding Rooa.rt. !hue, if vn deo1r'-' ev~ a partial 

o.nd tentf'tivo synth~aia ot vieva, tho probletl pr(loonte 1 tnolf' 1 hoY oan 

wo o.ocnpt tbo 11\ythopooio procoeo no non-logtenl, o.nd yot deny rq 

releVQllt dif'tnronoo betwEoon tho mytb-makins o&vag~ 's a~ntality and 



our own? 

It is at thin point that th(' work of ~Tung nsaumeo ott.rdinnl 

importnno~, for it oupplioo tho link which mokcc ouoh n r eoonoilintion 

poosibl~. n~ha a.r1.eo out of non-logical p:roceeofu'J, but theoo proonoooo 

o.:ro proterlO(;io..~l f'..nd uneonso1ous rather than p:t't'llogioo.l M.d oonecious J 

oo thof apply equally to prioitiv~ nnd to o1Vili£Ml mnn. 

Coupling hie annlynio of droooo Md rantnBit~t8 with tho otudy of 

nyths. ·~ dicoovcrod co~~in c~on ffla~o• 

:"lVoatibAtion of tho produota of thn unconscious yi~ldtl ~oog­
.:d~tlble tnceo ot ~roh(\tl'PD-1 f1Uucturoo which coincide with t'he 
myth•i"llOtif'a, 9.1fODe then eorto.in t31>tto 1fhioh. d'}ef'rvo tho ~~ 
of dooin:wts. 

'l'heoo ~ th~ srohetypes of thr- • coll~otive unconsciow:;.' • Th~ ex1et~noo 

of this ooll etiv('l uneonsoiouc ie 1 t~lt stJ869otad by thno~~t CO:Anon 

Boaitlos tho obvious p rson'\l oureM, oro!ltive fentnsy aloo 
draws upon the forgottnn nnd long buriGd primitiv~ mind with 
1 te host of itm.goa, whioh arn2 to bo found in th(\ mytholon!oo 
of all ceeo and ell peoples. 

so the nythologioal ~torioe or vnriouo traditions ~~ bo int~rp~ted as 

no.rro.tivc dovf'lopments n.nd ol BbomtiOJ?"'l of -.ht"SQ o.rohetypo.l s,mbols 

nnd th~ea. 

~~art$ of tll~ao oymbols1 onya J"ung, on.n und9:r oerta.in oirow:letano~i:s 

ho.ve o. bonefioio.l offoet upon tho droaaer, ospec1o.lly whftn g:Msp('td and 

held by tbo eonocioua mind. Tho1 play a ~Jental rolo in that 

movnmont tova.rds psyehologicnl int~o.tioo whioh he e:.1.lls the individu­

c.tion ")rooeoo. no ie tbQroforco- porsua.d.od not only of th~ 1novitabil1ty 

of myth l.d.rJB, but of thf' eonntfln' value of it. 

~fuile Froud. would S('IO tho Oodipun cyth, for inot"Uloe , ns n kind 

of nnrrntivo axoraocono(! prodll¢t"d. by thr univ<'roal r~proooions vhioh 

irocial and family lif" anueo in th•l unoonooioua, JW16 would tnko n 

more pooitivo View. As tho traditioml hcrbc.liat might ony thn.t for 

ovnry diconf:le there exiota BOlll0~ero o. plant tthioh oo.n O'Urr! 1 t, eo 

.1WlB, it ooome, vould hold that thfl oollooi;ivo uncon~oious 1a f", kind 



ot cto~houao of potontic.lly thompflutio •tranofoming oymbols •, 

cap!\ble of r:lghtin6 imbnl.nnoeo in tho psyche. 

Tho importano of Juna•s work li~s in ita pln.c1ng tb~ aytbo"?ooio 

proeNJB as ['U011 in oontompo~ oooi ty ao in pr1mi tivn aom:ltln1 ti.-.o . 

Th1s cupporta nnd l'(\OOnoilce tha two protoeta t T!'1 havn ef! n abovt' -e 

n.gninot tho notiologion.l theory of or181ne, and ~~not th~ notion 

of th~ mythopoc1o mnn'tality ~o M <:'NOlutionnry phaso. In e::wlmsin1J3e; 

th.- cor..ntrwt noeenei ty nnd imporinnc of mythopo~iet :l t ~lso britvn"J thl' 

etudy of f:lYthn eloocr to 0Don1ning 1 to eoJUV>otiOl'lD with thn otudy of 

nodor.n lit rntura. 

'!'here 1~ n.mong studonto of 11 t rntn.l:'l\ fl. ltid.ospreo.d nnd. oft an 

justified ounpioion of tho oxcur0ionc of Junr,inno and Freudi~o into 

the ori tiC"rnl fiold. But porhaps this suspicion ill 3Uetif1~d not so 

~oh booauso tho peyoho-onnlynts ~rfi being bnd eritins ae b~o~un~ thoy 

nrc oo o~ton not bnine cr1 tieo nt nll i th(ly ttro oontinuinc ne -ocyoho­

amlyote, using ~no to do thoir worlt on instt'nd of c.onf(!-ea1ons from 

th("l ooueh. At ouch timon they ar(\ interostod in thr noPD Olll.y a.c c 

aoure.-, of ir..fomntion e.bout tho poycbn of t.h,. poot J thn 1\Wer.oo ie truo 

of th'"' entic, einoe thn function of a1."itieism io not tht ' o7pOBUl"o' o:f 

tho j.i.Of"t but th" exrosi tion of the poom. J'unp himaolf hns ins1ot~d 

( thoueh h~ hno not nlwn.yo b~on haed.od) that ithile P•yeholoe;y ef'l.n throu 

aor.t!J lisht on t he p:t'OCEllm of ortiotic e.e:iiv1ty, it cnnnot tl'l:z.plni:n• nny 

work of nrt it~lf. Th.a.t in th( i\motion of litorary eritioitm. 1 

He eonoludo that tha Btudy of' C'!. poet'a uoe of o.yths ill ordGr to 

1GXpla1n tho po('t• io a. taok for "thn tl&yeho-enalyot. Thf) purpos-. ot 

thcoo cbapt~ro lieo ol e tth~ro. Th~y irl.ll note BOJ'l(\ of the poE.>t' e 

critical cotm1cmttt t-..nd. romal'k.o o.bout himof"'lt in order to throw ligb.t on 

his ut;0 of myths; end thf)y will ttx.."'tain() the.t us~ of myths 1n r~la:Uon 

to the po~s ~nd playa th~monlvoe. 

l-1b1lo no :rmal s;vnthN~1B ot tbaori~o c..-m be evon l't'\t'lOtt,'ly oxpeotodt 

ubat ~nernl eonolunione havn so far boen pOsG1blo nbout th~ orip.ino, 

1 Sflt\ biB C('BAY 'On tho Rolation of Analyiical Peyoholoey to Pootio 
Art1 in Contributions to Anc~6ZM1onl ~slCbploRY (1928). 
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nature and fUnotione of aytho? Thn followinp, arc tbn most tmpo~t~t, 

ytho nro th,.. product of a non-logical process which is cotlrJOn to 

both pr1m1tiv~ and o1vil1mn4 man elneo it t~fis plaoc on th~ unoononious 

l P-val. ?ho3' aro not •invDnt d' in order to ~xvlo.in anything, nor o.ro 

thoy oimply tmditionc.l e1iorirs. 1 Thoir a.rohf\t:!Pf'.l no.ture inv~ats ~m 

vitl1 a e:roat yt>t ind.o1.'int\blo sianiticnnotl, tmd in prlmitiv~ nnd othor 

univoroally ~liciaun sooiotiP.o th~y are oac~d formulae which pl~ nn 

tm:?onnnt port in rituc.l and in thfl ~ulturnl lif{) of th~ coT.iDWlity. '!h(\y 

r.t'f' uounlly in n.~rmt1vtt form ond a.oonptod n,e truo by suoh eoeif'tio~, but 

thiA truth is not rognrdod ns n cntt r mn~ly of h1atoricel vnlidity. 

Its import:.moe 11eo 1n tho myths' p~tic vo.lue, for tn o.ppm:a.line to 

th0 primordinl peat tboy provide annctione for social conduct in the 

pr"oc:)nt ru2d. futu~, From nll tbie wo ean so!') t}w, t tltey cx~rt Ll powf'rful 

1l'lt1.u~oo on individual a.nd community, it:lposing an orderod pattEtrn on 

both thP-ir thillkine and thPir liViflB, tor in oueh eoYSm.Ulitit.to thinkine 

tmd living (M{l ('Vcn fc.aling) aro not divoro~d. Thoy provide for tb~ 

individ~l 6 ol~ar indication of hie position in relation to sooioty 

~nd to th" whol body of hie !txp~r1~noe • 

lilly 1e it• thnn, if t~ mytl'lopOf}io prooees io oommon 1o a.ll mon in 

all nees, tb.."Lt civilised contompora.ey aoeiPty obviously cannot boa.at tbio 

unifi<-'d SNltdb111ty? 'Pod~7 wn hnvt.J the a~,"'l'lbolio ·~s• of nrt nnd the 

1doologioal 1mytho' of politios. How has th~ uord. come to ttlko on thEtCG 

connotrtiono? And what poociblo conneotion oan th~re be betweon thom? 

Tho ~now~r to nll theso qunotiona lias moet likely in O~rt~~ian 

philosophy's div1a1on of r~ality into ~t~nsion and Thougbt, its oon­

viotion tb.c. t mathnt14t1onl propertie a:.¥> thf'} only ':roa.l 1 propP.rtien of 

objocto, rmd ita 'tlfo flO~!'I.rot~ ordors o'K corta.in'Cy, objootiv<? Md eub­

jnct1vo. 'l'his 'bifurcation wa. of gront valUt' to ompiricn.l soioMQJ but 

o.nothar of ito ~nulto was, in the words of Philip \1heolvright, 1to 

a.ltowt no.turo from man by donud1ng it of hwa.'W o1efl1f1otmof\, and 

1 Simplo traditional storioo are not myths propor, but l egends (pseudo­
history) or fn~lno (puro fnnt~o7) . The t~fold dinttnotion is 
fo.vourrd by l"alinoweki M ;h in Primitive Ps ~hol t 1926, pp, 35-
36), who ehows thnt it 1e prftnorv~d tho voea u ~r.u of th~ 
Trobriand Ialr.ndere .. 



th4"rtlby dovrivo r.nn of hie na.turel sene.-, of oontimlity vith the 

cnvironine vo~ld •• ,. • 1 Aooordingly a 'd1snoo1at1on ot' t~~r.nibility' 

(m~ntionod by r liot 2 ) s&t in during th aovfl!'kenth oentur:(. It h!!.e 

bt'len furtbor oommontnd. on bt ~nil Willeya 'Tho olf<nvag~ th~n ~n to 

a.pp~er, whieh hru- b~~ oo troubl~somoly familiar to uo aiDer-~, b tween 

uvnlu.,o" nnd "faoto•• •. 3 Ont'" w no lo~r ablo to thil'lk nr:ui toel 

eimul tm1rously, as o~ unified exp~rienoo J nor could any menn1~1 

relation be nnintninod betw~ n oubj~otivQ f~olings nnd objective 

Suoh ~ nplit 1n nene1b1lity vould l~ad to n eplit nleo in th~ 

functions of the nytbopoeie proe~as. tn the primitiv tribnl co~~nity 

or in ·;:uropfKI.n coeie~ of thf' 1<1ddln Agoat pE>mea.ted by "' .relipioue 

vorld""Viaw t tho sho.rGd ooneoiouanetla of a comon bot\7 of myths ( n. 

oonaoioutmoeo pa.rtl~ e::tP,rnoood, partly ~intoro~, o.nd ~a.rtly ):rodueM. 

in rituel acta) wn .. th<' naturt\1 ooneo 1tan'l of a unified sttneibility 

undor which nll thought, t liDBt aotion and axp1lr1ence WfJX"e oubswnt"d• 

Thn primordi~l taota X""la. tod in th() myths vere aboolut ly rolf1Vftnt to 

thl'l im:llodillte social ordor at a.rey- and {'{V~J:l/ mom nt. Tho fortla ot 

sooial order dep~ndod on th~ viaion of ~ eoecio o~o~ nxProeocd in tl\~ 

1'(\levant body of myths t th~ o.coaptod eytholo(.t.Y• {Tho t ttrminn.tion 

•-logy• implies horot juet as elo~~thorQ , eom~ k1nd. of eornprehonsivf) 

order or oyntmn,.) now thn CariAa1an bi£uroation, 1n onking' objoctivrt 

•re~lity' nee~eearily subject to tho world~iew of ompirical soi~neft, 

aohit:Ned n. g.t"t)at deal J but it o.loo 'brok this connection betw on th~ 

vinton of a oo ic order and sanotionn tor the ~~intnnaneo of ooo1al 

or poli tioal order. 'l'ho social pov(\r of thn ano1ont myths pn.osed to 

thr. modorn politien.l and id~log1ee.l •DTth•' . Although th y ~ not 

myths in t~ elo.onioo.l ot!noo, thn inntino.t whiob aooords tbor.'l th-1!' Mmc 

in n 'hue ont~, fer thPir pov-,r may derive from n oitlil~..r proc('lss, 4 

1 'Po~tcy-; P.yth, and ionlity' 1 'l'he, Lf!!l6U B! of Fo~tu;, t'd . Allen 'l'nt o 
{Prine~ton 1942) p. 6. - t ' 

2 'Th i.•E"taphysioal Poetat, r'f'loc ~d Ina (3rd 4'dn. 1951) lh ?00. 
3 Th<' S3V~ntoonth Oontu 1\'l 1934 PP• 87-Afl. 
4 note the t hcoriea of invasion or·projeetion by uhioh Jungiane 

aecount for the pover of id~ologioal myth•, sugr.eotine th11t tho 
oytbopooio fQOUlty nay eoo~tim~g bn diroeted into dnnp.erouoly 
amb1vnlont eha.nnols. (Soo P .i: . nrtina :3£P2l"~nt in Depth, 1955, 
n~. 99, 170-2, 194-7, 225, 238.) · ' • 
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Md tho7 do Pt"rform (nlbeit inndoqUAtol.T) t. part of the f\tnction of thf' 

old mytho. The othnr hnlf of t M.t function, co:'lmuni<mttne th"t viB1on 

of :\ 09!miC ON8X't b£\O~tJB thtt qu~et Of thn nriiat, TbQ plliflJioiot'a or 

aotronom~rte eo~io ordGr eanno~ fulfil thQ n~o fUnction as th~ artistte, 

oinco vhntmcr 1ts doaroe of vnlidity it io dawd.ed ot thn.t 1m:nodintoly 

human significanao uhiob th(' myth or poem pormeno a. Ito foete, 1\0 

l{ill y lf'ould Sf.\.Ys have no r~lntion to vnlu<"th 

The two O()(l.Qrn typne of myth, the ,J.rlietie and th~ ideolog1Ctll, o.~ 

noithnr of th ~ oq.unl in forotl to the tro.ditioMl myth with itn pov~rfUl 

influcno~' in the V(!ory rhytl:!Us of U.f'e o:r tho prioi tivc or non-.ooulnriz(:}d 

eooiet~. But ~ us of tru~ word in thoac tuo wayo is no~ th~ lose 

l gitit1Bto, if vo r00~obnr th3t the anci~nt fUnction of ~ytha is divided 

b~tuean thoo. ~capt MODe nod~rn s ~s and {P."'ttpll o£ ft:Xoopt1on..,lly 

poworful rol:lgious aenni'b11:1 t1, the 111Mr1 t t>d nyth io torlny a vory pale 

ohnd.ou of ito form r oolf. 

It follow from the o.bovc discuoeion t®t~ ~~n llXcludifle idoo-

10«1co1 two diotinct ltinda of oyth may bt"' found in litt"rn.turf" todt~.ya 

traditional myth¥'\ 1noorpomted for vr,rious purpos~o, and th" nit~r'o 

ovn 'mythic• producto, the oytho ot th" mod~rn C\l"'bist. t.Ph"O'! modem 

'pnrsonn,l myths ' do not diaplt'y thA imr:letin.to ooci..,.l l'<!l~or~ of th.., 

id,.olog1oal onf"'D 1 on thn other hM4, tllEiiY oftrr:· 'i.}OD~J~>so a trrJWeondo.ntal 

rAfe~ncn lth!eh the 1doolog1onl mytha lnek. Both b~ine maim~ desct~nd.­

nnts c4 thfl trrditiona.l mytho, noith-.,r OM bo~r.t tht'l oonbinetion of 

th~oo qUr'llitios (trc.nscmxlontf\1 ro:roronoo and eoeial or ntu.n.l foro~) 

1Jhieh dist1.ngu1slws th•ir tort'l~are • 

If 1t could bo eloarly demonot~t d that ~ ertist's p rnonal 

nytho had profoundly nttootod oooi l orgnniGntion in tho ood~rn o~, 

th~1r clain to tho Mor: would b('t nven strorlg«'r, and w should bo able to 

agrae with Shelloy that pooto ~re tho unnoknowl~~ l cginlatora of th~ 

uorlc\. But this otrong eoeial influ..,..non ia nppo.r.ntl.y limitnd to th~ 

1dooloeionl nyths of ~en ltk~ Marx. ~~t~v•r intlu~noo thP- ~ist•s 

work ony oxtU-ci.st>, it dooe not bn.V~"> tho flN!lo erip on e. uhole oommmity 

or soe1cl group. ('Ph~ oiwna and telovioion lll'O no o:rc"ptionsa for 1t 

io no m~din of ilUU:"~s c:t0m!!!Uni<'..nt1on and not e.a art f'orms toot thoy wield 
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th,ir cooia.l pot-¥er. Thny nre oorl!'l the. inetrm.')hntn of ideolog1osl tnyths 

thnn th~ oroato~s of artistic onea.) 

·:a hft.V(t constantly to boe:r in mind, therofo:rof th~t in followi.DB 

tho widoaprMd c-..Hticml habit of rotnrring to th10) 'JnTthr.• of individut'.l 

thr,t COlPridg!.'l 1n !rho iimn of tM .Anoif"'nt Mariner and. J:olvill~ in 

~~obz pio.lt havt prcduooti ti'orke of a t.cythio naturt<, v., do oo not ~r, 

they ha.v any visible ~ffe~t on our sooi!ll ol"der or ~ ~.ia.t" 

r~l~anco to ritual, but 'bocau0r~, la.l'gcl;y through tho arehe.typal nn.tu:t'A 

of th'O.! eventu tUJd. ehr..ra.ctero, they' aohi~Wtt a. kil'ld of &motion~l autonomy­

N>:in to th...,.t of draumo or nneit:nt myth&J a lso b,.ot\.uon trYlil" vision of 

the oos"rl1c ordor of things it.J autonomous nthor th,r\n. derivo.tiv~t P..tld 

their spirituo.l univerS!I' !.s in P-n.ah mlUe Utliq~t it exista tlnly for th€1} 

work in question, 'rhie in turn turtb.~r ino~o.o s thn stn:tu:re of ovary 

p~raon nnd event 111 thft work. All ev&nto ~,Jivo t'h.e iopr~saion or b .. ing 

oketohed out on n vast eanv~s, 1n o.n ord"rod ae.nner which l~nds to th~ 

o. kir.d of ritunliotic aienifieo.no~, gy,n though th(ty hav~ in fnot no 

oonn~ct1on witll ri.t~l. 1 

a.bly nntl'!!rs tho work and, ito pre~nt;l.tion o£ ita ovn cosmie order, SQ 

thnt ita mpomoMl mythic fortH~ can n#Vnr op~ra.t~ fully on ~hi.' raa.d.l3r • 

llhother or not ita e~'bols eprinz from unconooioue prooeoset'l, tht- o.nm9 

thing applif'c. Tho !3Jtn prod.uond by tbo modox-n po~>t, thn percom\l tv"th, 

thCJrafor leeke th~ nak('u powor of t mditiona.l mythn whioh h~v" liv,a 

long nnd int~l'lnaly in tha conaeiounn~o of o. wllol p$0plo r ~nd. it l!\.okB 

this poaor pree1G'lly booo.UflJf'l it J.2. n p91'QOOO:.\ myth • 

. DXrJ' ori tics use the tom in th~ mod. ... m pomoml eNwe * !.tfictlpted 

justifioa:tions for it n.ru f t'tWI gon"ra.lly tho usnge is tf\k:Pn for Rl"t'ntoo 

f\G lt":tg3. titla ~. John Lehmann t :l-8 1-:ro have noen ( pago 2) , spok4'1 of 

P~om~thous Unbound as Shelloy•o own myth, !n th~ ea.mfil oeony 2 bf'l en.lle 

1 Th~ h.,l't:dt'n ahrivin- t'i--; Anci'\llt J!s.rinnr in of courso n ritu~~l a.ot, 
but it toknr. Y;l.~·o ·~dttin tho J>Oe.:tt, which MJ a wholn ba.o nothing to 
do 'lfi th eny :ri tuP l ,J~tM"nnl to hut affoeted. by it, as wns tb.,-. ~oe 
with tht! (lfl()i~nt aiths in ritll~liddo sooietioo. 

2 Lt"!'bmf\nn, op.oit. P• 154. 



cxampl s or mytlt<'.king in Y"!odorn 'nglit:lh poetry. David Dn.iewo snye 

that to tl1f" _modorn oritie 'llcy'th' is •a kind of oymbolio oitu"ltion 

produoc)d by t~ propor use of "a.rohotyp;:t.l" h1t.tgecy'. 1 Ka.thlrten Nott 

t3lktl of thEo pOet on o. ll;Y'th-nak~ vhoa~ 'job ie the oreo;nie tion of hie 

own wl tipl<' tlt"'t.nings - thio is where mythopoeia IUld po.-,tey ooineido • • 2 

Of oour".... th · orgr-nizu.tion of ~ ~iple i:t ningo i a not oxelusiVt"'ly 

n on "\t!:'r of uoine aroh typa.l itl~e. It involvoe tho son.rch for a 

prinoi'Ol~ of ordor in tb flux of upflrionet1. Yooto'e aanrc:-h for aueh 

a princi:plo rcwlt-ed. first in h1o ue of trad.itions.l Iri.eh nythn, ond 

l~tnr in th eon truotion of hi~ own cornpl~x syctnc of ~no nnd 

inc.'\rn tiono, c1rau1ta of th.~ eun 3nd moon, ])hn s of b.Jxr'l.an ~raom.lity• 

and typse of trr.L.Mto~.tion of the ooul a.f't~r .ioath. 'l'hin nyst-->'1 h sat 

forth in j 1 Vioion, thn pros~ otato:t;mt of his OOttpNhensivr: 'cyt~.ology•, 

T11o tnmin. .... tio,n '"'"lol!Y', ne w note~ n.bovo, crusG.,-,stu· order, synt a t:tl'1d 

pr,tt l"llJ and 'uytholoD' Me bN)n widely U'-'JN1 to l'Ofl')l' not ~ncroly t o e. 

body ot myths but e lso to th~ eyst. of synbole th~7 eontnin Qnd tho 

~ttt'rn of i<"loas or l10rld-"11ew which tM:r l'l!tl~ot (P.S• 'Dabylonian 

mythology• r:J,".J,y, whr n ua· d in c~~rt .... in oontf'!Xt ., b~ v1nunlly cq:u1vnl«'nt 

to 11k'1.b11\)nian mntaphygioo• o-.: 1'tho »abylolliPn world""'71nw1 ) . It hes ttvnn 

b~~n uo~ to monn n vorld-vi~w or ~ uyot~m or ·~bought Quit~ indep~ndontly 

ot n body of mythrJ. 3 Du:i in thr w:mg, of r.10d4trn eri ticiac th word baa 

'b~oome 1nc.xtriec bl7 ~Jnttmelf d ui th 'myth' 1 th · ir i'r"nuvntly oynonyr1oua 

w u. mo.kns 1 t i.13poeaiblo to main-bin an:,r oha.rp dis tinotion. Porh~pn the 

11ost thn.t oo.n b l"'· o~id ia thllt n tlytholOCY illvolv~s o. l"!l.tll~r QOrt- complt~~x 

lergnr s cal a .. developing p rh~ps tbl.'oughout n. writ r's uo:rk, c.nd 

a.ehi ving eoaplotion nt a. eompam.tivol;y l~~ st~e. 4 

1 Criti<" .. t~l ~;yrof\.Ohee to Lit,rnturCt (1956) p. 168. 
2 Th~ ·§!P !~o~a elol~$ (1953) P• 249. 
3 soe for 'instc.noo the quotation from R.L. Brott on po.go 35 .. 

• .ythology' hor --pproceht"s oevrr~l o:f th~ Oj)Q.nirlgo doniod to •myth • 
in its Jt..."U'l''lf"'r 1:-1 nso by Oh'le (pn~ l), "'hos,. l'"'l!l:'NFJ illuatratc tb(\ 
common id ntifio~tion of t h t vo worda with ~oh othor. 

4 Y t-ate'~ finr 1 t po:rsonal and. oor:n>lex mythology w.s oXOflPtionnl in thie 
x-ecpoot • IMt .d of omgrg~.ng erndu lly 1n ld.l"! po!'tey, 1 t wo 
forculnt d independontly in A Vision, after whioh 1t provided him 
with cymbolio catoritll for hln pocttry. 
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dev~ lo:p.o~mt foreahrt.6owed by hie tts~ of Iris!l oyths. .After a chP..pttlr 

So far vo hav~ t~~nt~d of tho mythologi~~l aubj ot in th 
aoonpted sense, of Y••o.ts• hnnd.ling of. thc-~oo d.rl\wn f'ron\ tho 
r-...~.co nymbolc o~on to tb.o "indomitable !rishry'• nnd cxprcaaed 
in i;J.l~ir n.noion·~; olr.~nicn.l li t .,rF.>.tu.r • This dof'ini tion of 
my-thology must now bo I)Xtendod to cov~r tll\ tC'rial trh:toh providoo 
a li.lto po~tio etimu.lua, 'but 1n which tho E:lyth d~riV('B not from 
th~ expt!tl'ieni!o of tho no but :f'=>om thn. t o:f' th«' individuo.l ~t • 
Eo~ far is it l~ait1n.'lt to nppJ.7 th(.l to:t'!'n tlythology to this 
kind of ~t~rial1 CriticB of Y~~ta ••• hnv~ not h oitat~ to 
do ao ••• 

Thn reot oi" ur •s etudy ie both n.n 110-Xf:>!':lirotion ot Y"'ato'u proeronc. 

totf"trtlo a 'pe1'0omli~Nl m;rtholoeY' ~nd. t& juc'tif1e.{'ltion or th<' uao of 

tho tor.:t in thio Wf!:'j. 'Ph/.) Pl"'Gt'' : o involvr-d not m<":l'Oly thf!' nor" of 

mt\da to hin nn:l hia \Ti:f'o £::-om tbQ apirit-;orld, Y~.to fit"w.lly dOV~"lOpf'd 

hie otrn mytbolO{ey tfh:toh h de~oti.OOd in \ V,i:3i®. It r-,a,.mblC>A mn.ny 

thinee• on llntrolor.icn.l ayston, a :vhilonophy of hietory, r.. l'i"'lieioua 

Mother of God' end 'Tho Sn;;,ond eo..,it'l3' ; of tbn t:~ent~ieht "'h~1.ono of 

p~roo:n. ... litif, tht~~ twenty-env nth Nld twenty-sixth ~~ found in •'Tha 

Yor.te !"ully b~litNed in tho nyot,f"r-ious nonmuniootions out of ~mioh 

llio e~yotr.nl h(..d u.nv~~lopod 1 ~ but llh~t o:f th... Dyrrtr~m i torlf? In th~ 

Introduction to thn lator (1$>37) edition of . Vicion li ' tfl'Ot4 a ... ' .. 
Somo will. "ok whothM.' 1 bf!li('>'tf~ in t'hr '.'f'"t·unl ')ltiat t'!noA ot my 
circuits of run and moon.... To euf<h e. 'i.U"'~tion I oo.n but 
o.runwr thrlt if' oom~ti1aa~ OVt)r!fb·~1.Dod by rni'-'UOl<" oe oll m~n 

.-.. .., __ .., d ' .. .,. ... 

1 'I'ovard.a c. •ytholQQ (1946) P• 2G. 
2 .Although "hin MCQunt of th" oomunico.tionn de:finitnly involvne "' 

uupcrn:::.t-..u.~l rl(')tlNlt, hio &' norol notion ot c •Great rooory' io 
ntrikingly cimil:.r tc Junr;• n tlu cr:;· c.f t.t.. c.oll<"ctivo unconcoioue. 
s~o Yeats's ~aay~ (1924) PP• 5lO~?il. 
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must b~ ~h n in the nidet or it, I hav~ tar~n such pcriode 
lit,.~lly, my reason h~s soon :roeov~rr-d.J and nov th?J.t tho 
sy~tc~ ttande out olt~ly in my imaginr.tion I ~~ th~~ ~e 
otylistic nr.r.~ngP.O~nts of ~~~ri~neo oocp~~blo to th~ aub~s 
in thn ~nri.ng o~ ll;yndhom ~wis nnd to tl\4

' ovoid.£J 1n tho 
soulptur6 of Brnnousi. !hoy f"Ve holped me to hold in B 8inel o 
thought roelity nd justic~. 

'l'hoiro va.o , tb.(>n, a kind of' ~tontin.lly p~tic truth t t11~3' functiont!"d 

ns 'at;rlistio a1'1'{'1,ngcmonta of ":rporionc~' , providing bin with tht:. v1aion 

of t:t. eos:nio order as e f;!!'O.!nework :for hirJ pofttry; and tho symbolir- pattorn 

~hioh rnletM hllt"n p~reonalit3' to oorunic ~v~te h l.pod him to ~tffcot 

thnt eonneotion betveon •reality &.nd justieC4', b tweon ':f.eotn' nd 

•va.lu~o • , vhioh baa becooe so diffieul t for th artist in tbl'3 mod.enr ago . 

Th'=' lit ,ru,l trut! o:t· unt1'Uth o£ hi lJytholOI.Q' ue1s1 for o.rUetio pur,posos, 

lrx'?.levanta itn V'1lur ln$ in providifla' th~ urtiot with a ptJtt~rncd. 

wo~ld-ordor ibat eombin~d •~11 th~ eoheranco of n coiaph7eie nnd nll th~ 

pe-ruone..licm of a r oligion' J 1-t ga.V(1 hill 1wM.t he d~oirr.d - a 8 J'lSI;) of 

pow~r, a aeno" of ord~r, the rf!V'C"l"ltion o~ a el3orct k:nowle<Ieo 8lld. 

Uh~n th a: r "oo.rka .~ conpnrnd ldth what follow in thio chaptor, 

it will b~ e on thnt th raetoro tihioh l~ad ~ ~7it~r to oo~k a peraonnl 

mythology hav~ ~uch in common "'i til, but n1't' only n :part of, tht- r 1'\f!ons 

tilly oountleoa ~t"lrc ~oke us~~ of ·~ho anoi·1n'\ tl!'t.\dit1o:nnl nytll.o. 

Returnins to iheao tradition:'\ 1 mythB, ve aut: nov trha.t tl\e l'i'r~rJons 

o,r • lh;y ~V4) i;hQy been uaed, adapt .d And r rrtold oo ott~n, ~ep,·:ci "llly 

m~in p~euliLritios of ~hD is thoir inability to r~ 1oh nny absolutely 

tinr.l :r'or.."h 'l'his is bcomlo · thtJir symbolc nre not nero sit"lil~e or cvon 

oxt~ndnd met!!.ph.ors ( thOUBh tbny m!\~ provide tho !l()nt vith cc.t -ri ~1 for 

th(lDO things) 1 th<Jy remn.in full of unrcc.lized pot.,ntia.l J th.,y ponueen n. 

1 & Vieion (1937) PP• 24-25. 
2 Uro, op.eit. PP• 116, 61. Cooporo Jliot•s r~mn'l'ka• 'l doubt vh£llthor 

beliof propor cntoro into th~ C'etivit;y of a gPr~t -po(')t, o\13 po t. 
'rlt~1; is, Dnntu, qua poot, did not b liove or d1sb· lit:)Vo the 'l'homist 
ooru:mloeY or theory of tho ooul • h.e ocrely made us~ of 11, or a fusion 
took pl ac.-. b._ t\m&n his ini ti.:t.l GOOtion:-.l impula•lB ~ tboo1.7, for 
tho pu3;p0oc ot mru.=ine ~ try. 1 'Sh:UtftUPeoro <"'nd tho Stoioinm of 
Senoont, S~loct~;d ~aa~Yp {3rd 1dn. 1951} P• 138. 
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bility i~ rl•{"'f;l'ded 'by onny r,o an sarmtin.l f ,r,:tu.rn of ~ll tru" oyobols. 

G!\eaill'f~~, definintr ml\11 ao :'lpir.-,.'1.1 symbo~ieuo, enid tl'>..,"l.t othN:."' ntdrm.l s 

thit18 tc'J .,..,b~ .. ch it ~fA~ in n. fiXt:'d :o.n.fi uniqU(' Vtt;)7 ' wh('~oc a • A e;rwbol 

1 ie 1l0t onl;r u.n1vert.~1"1 but ..-.re::-r-n··ly Vf'I.X'il'!.blf"'. A Rtltt-lAnt of Yonte 

r>ithor pari of' it~ mr'U'ling or ono of ,its poacibll"l mo-aninge. no oymbol 
·:> 

lmt: r. tl"'~ninF, • -t S~'T .boln to June :r-.r ~ 'M':bi£5\.lOtUJ 1 !ull ot• intir:~.ti:onn, -

3tnterrn,nt v.nd eoi4r'lent in ono; eo ~ r fi-pos.itor-.r ci' 1)0-:-.· rM tmd. uidolY­

known cs~bols, nnd. thun a. way of ovnreoroine bnrri ern to com"!l\ln!oation; 

l .An ;;~mn on !~-:t.n (Y;:tlo 191!4) p. 36. 
2 ohn 7nt't~~cbn·: J. Reo.dor't:J Guid~ to Willia-m Butler Yea.ts (1959) P• 344 
3 QUot~ld by GenGVievo v . Fost~r1 'The Aroho~l Imt..gery of T"'s .. Tiliot' t 

P •• n.L•A• 60 (194.5) P • 578. 



11 ViRorou~ tr!.td.ition, th n<> d. for whioh ie f lt morA otronely by 

urtiot~ in a.n ~~ u-hr:-n c~o:m!101l t1"'3.di tions ar~ f~w anN. £noble. Fin~llJ', 

i·ii ie aloo or colU'Oo lik ly tb . t myths in :?.flY ~ctt exorcise £>. strong hold 

ovc:r the ir...., ;!inr tiou it, a Jl.U'!Z holda, tb.t-1y origin:1t in unoonooious 

or non-lcmieal proo sc e. 

Whiln th~ ~ri .. noo oi' f'lC.Ch of the fo turoc of nyth vnrins 

f'.rom one p~t to nno"tl"~ r, thuy llr( oftnn oloar>ly oonncctodt C!DPoCit\lly 

by tho noP,d for a l1nk rltb '\ro.dition, Nld ~or ~ "nt of ooc':lon symbols; 

also by th0 noed for run orderod body of oxpcrienoo. 

Th~ ~od for ~rinnipl~ of ordor in chnotio exp ri~no~ hne ~l~oad~ 

within e ntronc eulturnl tradition with its own g~n.rnlly noo~ptod 

nytr..ol08Y or ¥Orl4-'tr1 w, b h a no n od to cant nbout for a frll.tlowork 

Which will tcpose order on ~xpori~~ce tor the purp00$8 of hin po~tr.r• 

euoh ~lfOl'k is provirled for hia in th4' treditiono ot hio f1t,.y. But 

if he 11veu in th'l nill toe nth or twenti~th o~ntul7, th ca.ao is d1tf'8r-

cxpP.riencm, dwo1d of' ordor ond. direetion. '!hie wr.s th~ !X)&1tion of 

th Bomr nties. D .a. J"CD~G 1l\1I:'I.I:lnr1seo their dilomn..fl as tolloweu 

thtty ,, ... )%'~ tr&ditionloee o.nd s'\fulding l:\loDt"t , nd i tllntttd, 'l'he.y 
did not Ol'k:, and ~auld not 'lfOrlc., .rithin o. :t'.m.:nC"'VOrk of ~stnb­
liohod oonv.,ntion, lit mry, ~ligioun, P.r.d soeittl. IJ!hoy vcr~ 
nooossnr1ly innovn.tors. 'l'hey he.d not e. o~ rttt.in horuo£rt?nf'1ty of 
oul~, th-, e ne of working in n tradition, ot wr1tins for 
th >ir ~ollov m•n on & b~eio or n c~1ty of cxp~riftnen, 
whethnr aocinl or n 1 igiouo .. 

Jnneo diucuaB~G th9 mrioUll ya in w}\..ioh thoy ~ctod to th~ir problt\th 

uordrworth four£. hia eolution inrlepor.d ntly of tlytholoei s, but of the 

other 1-adine Ron~ntics h oonolud~o that 

Dluk.,. triQQ. to orcntc ll pr1vnt~ nythology, nd tbn.t with o. 
philoao~hy both conur· diotor.1 in it3~lf end a distortion ot 
Christin.nityJ Sh(,lley nnd Yo~~ots uo~ ~n"i nt n;ytboloeY tor 
"X-Pl'\; rmil'lg lolOd&o of a noil,ili ty which u~ro lfU'R ly Cl1rietinn, 

whtl.tov.,r th 1.%' forT~~nl brlinto' Coleridi.ro was b-roupht fact~ to 
!nc~ vith Ch~ir.t1ftn1~J Ulkler oircumot~eos which ~do h~ moro 2 willifle to l~a.rn, "'nd "to ~dopt ... odes of .. xprossion not hi& ovm. 

lt io eieni f'ic~nt th!?.t lrh:tl o ooch aoucht 1n ~ nytholoP.7 tho answor to 

-----------------~-.. ----·~--~~~~------
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c:~onf".rorrt .. ~ t~\-, Cln-isti:l"n ' t13'tholoa*, Shcll;r.y ~:n1 K~n.ts tur:nC'd to 

:\ncil"ut ( r;l"'(l~) .. 'lytholor§, ·· ne. .Blak~.> 'l\tt nptGd to era.,t~ his 0m1 (b"..lt 

~bolo or itu.r:.tion~ th-'1.1i o~ob on~ oould f'intl 'for 09riain o~ l.,ia , 
,:;:lotione ~~~H na )gt,..~·~ · t vbj.:;~ti.v..:- eo~l .... th·• t., ~· 

belie-f, but mnir.ly f'o:c- nn 

tnl'm> to fl:rtl*uri".n nzrtholog:r in 'fl:{!:tT~Q.p:mr:.lt~ras.,~l!· Thn r()Vf'l in an 

u.loont c·lJ.t•coric .. l t'.eeennt of th~ b··tt~-~ 'hr.tlrNm Cood ~: :n:d. Evil; but by 

1 •r:o.;ll K·t', ~hl• tt~r1 ":~o",#:J (3rd Jd.n. 1951) p .. 145• It is :n~ro thr;:.t 
'11.1ot ooi.nt'i tL ·~ pllr~" ::!0 ~' 

2 Jem~o , op.cit .. P• 29. 
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proo ode by 1ndir/\Otiono. J:~is ow...mon ground ia nomntifllllC" ArthurittJl 

Oh:ristif'~n int .nt is OG~~ly hintPd at in thn n:lt1e of his h~ro, R..'llloom 

( •.:rho incidGntn.lly nppl"a.ra in .. ;hnt !:idoous f;tr~tlBth lti tL th"" ruldod tVlmn -

oignif'ie'lutly - of :lr Fish•r--K"ing),. Doth Lc:r rie l"'.nd '.::liot f".ro f:r.•oq,u~ntly 

conoorncd uith pr.;uontins ~ basica.lly Chrirtir~n vio11 of things, and in 

f:(Y..l'' of hie plcya E.a:pooiclly, n.a wo tJho.ll S'te, 7~1iot :proc,.."d~, uith thf! 

help of myths 1 by a similer a thod of indirection. Dj.root oont~ .. ct 

b~twaen m.~iter . tld r oad .. r, then, &~ made th'! t\ore difficult in thfl 

'!:·xiotnd in olnssic .1 Gl'eeoe or QO<liaovnl 'L'Urop • ~~7ths, in tho word.e 

of Philip iloo•lwriBht, nre imtaluabl to tho poet 'boonuo th•Y :t'\umiah 

'n. b3okgrounrl or :fcunilinr l."d renee by lrhict. th • F!r: .. naib111 ti s of tho 

poet and hio readers a~ oriented nnd so brought into profounder 

oomt4uu1ootion than would othoni&ft h..'"'.VO been poruJiblP • • 1 

Jo7oe • e alyso(lo illuatrntes tho valuo o£ ~ aytholo8ioal frr.mevoli::: 

in covaral unys 1 o a sir.11>le ao~ff-old1ng for narrntivo, na a. mo na o-£ 

~itllout the llomnrio pc.ra.ll~l of the Od3aa...-.m journq• th novel would 

be eioply a jumbl~ ~nd meaninBlnoo sucnoaaion of.~tt~ evente in th~ 

o-£ ;;un(l, l9v4. 'tho ;Jou.rnoy1.n8' of Ulysses g1Tao it c:. ehnpe, M.d an 

ext"~-1 n9C .. a.sity 1e laid on ~he order of ov&nts. .BlOOJ;l, olly tiild 

Stttpholl ~'~ rod~ from ina!gni:fieanoc and l'aiaed to. tho etatur. of 

T~lo~~ohuSJ th nov1l b~com~s ~ quost ~rnich io rosolv~a at th 0.nd 

vllf'n .BloOlil....Ulyoans r,..ga.ino hia wif(! (%nd hono (v~ry r')cr_,ntly oloc.red of 

Stli toN in tho p()rson ot Bl~~zes lloyl~-n), and di covr.rs n~w Tolom..'\.Ohus 

in !)1 <"-4t ot: th•., do'ld ohild whooA lone ha.s o long tr.mblnrl him. In tlw 

cours~ of th~ ntor,y oomc vnrioua OdynB~~n ~pi~odee in diff"ront litornr.1 



S"t'JlntOft~ the unlvd'8&11td.11B tunotlcm of the ~lol toohhiq,uo. ftis 

pualleliem lltts tho whol l.\OCOWlt of ihe one da.Y on to a ne11 plan • 

It• plU'poae u mt tho limited ol'J.O <d ircmio just os1tiotlt ~ it 

could bo une4 t~ tbat J 1n ~ie CU8 th& zooeemblano b tvn n 1ht- lbne,.-

•t tua:tiONJ Of Bloom and Ul7eu is 1110.ro prot'Gutld the.n tm7 g11b contra t 

1thich w may t)ak~ bt'ttfeen thoir 0%\ol"DAl. a-.atue • At tho t'Jat'l 11~ thtt 

Ulyo~o ~ tuncrtiono aa n n~ane ot oomtJHCt!Ji®. ~o all 0'1 !l()Ot'J • e 

back(:roun4 it"lf' provito. SapUo1t eotcrmt •t M1fl7/Y a~• o~Dt 

'llhiob would ~oi'U'ioe bt~ 1 thor tApottaible or «rces•iveq l<l~hJ' nrsd 

p2'0babl7 uno~.. thus th pal'allel 

Ollabloe lo:ro tc aholl Uf) 1n th anions a.DCl tho r 14tione ot h1B 
cbuac'hr. mouin6o 11hlob he pa"bap• oou14 hOt uil7 bavo 
inUoated. in a:q othu lfa¥ • ~tho ohnnotnr. thMMl"n~o 
t1\l8i be lua•17 un&1fnll> ot thes<f ~ end ainotJ Jo:rc baa 
a4opto4 the dtl'ict o'bj~1"'f fftbodt in Which the author must 
no' ~t em t-ho Mtton. 

fbia ueo of a myth to &obitJV a 0CJ'10(!!!1Uat1on of stat mt tul4 

cotnt'l~t in ow • 1M a oombibation in ~oe or ~· ot both indJ.ndual 

p~icului t,- and un1YoNal e!en1fioi1Mt't, in COC!:lO!l t turG of ~1ot ' fJ 

woa. N. do.oe not n Mt h~, that b!.n ·~bio~ oet hod• U., ae.y, 

'l'h4!\ Vytn Ltuld, c~aponde 1n 11 ~ap ota with lt>70 t in Y}l!~,#• 

We elmll ~ Nat!Or.t to ae• that th.eJ"e ue 1aportt'.ttlt dift<:tl'oneos. 

Ill ooet ot tlm .oort !'Oom11 at tho ~ and 1920 ooll~iono• 

· liot t • use of ~olO(l'iCIJl paftllels t imago& am\ alluaione hu not yet 

~oa ~hirJB like the tnpo,.tanee •bet it }\..rut 1 ~~. •ttf'orlheleao 

tev ot '\hea J1H4 diaoue.Uon in Ol'der to show th~ bf"«!nntnsa hem 1fh1ch 

hie &q'thical ae~ tleYo·loped, before tit¥t.itc 1t• fbttt full O;Sp~ulon 

in Da J!uk ,1Arl4• 
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fhl' Ve.•t• Land io not only a po !3 baa~\ on J:]J"'tlloloeicBl t . 1aa. 

I' io t\loo a k:U. i4o cope ot allua1ontJ bo~ ~f>. liliar .nd obacuttn. 'l'h~ 

fJ aoncl Oha:H.CtCU!'i ti~ io I l"ft t7PicD1 Of tb ~Ulier ~ 0 thn.n tho tirnt, 

Th 7 eon-. in a. ~a OiYtbolociot'l r.t&~nee-e, but in JDOBt ot th'~ th use 

ot Tths eo s no hrther tban ~ t. In f'Aet 1 t eo~ttpondo l~ly to 

th us u.dG of allun1ona ot allY oth r kind. nut tb :re aro GOmf! imnortant 

l.1teopt1«te vbleh will bn DOtod. 

ProbablY th oo ~noot u ot &llusionn at t h!B etage in for t hn -

purpoo of ironic oontr t. 0.1ot takP-o n lito~. histol:'ieal or 

oytbologieal 1:0forMec vbieb is ~ chUg d vi tb ap oinl eicnifi­

cono~ b7 ito orir,inal context, and pl e s it in a n u cont~xt ArG 

a~ly by ita pt't\ncmeo it lt111 oak implicit oosaont on t h n&t ari 1 

surrounding it - ursu lly OOtl:'!lt'nt of' derie1vo na~. Allueion \o 

aot>n ot f\nCit!nt cro.ndeur, tor inatanno, will ~rev in'o roli~t tho 

aboddinr-as of tltlllt paaa,.. for grandc;mr 1n th (ueual17 od rn) vorld of 

tho 11ot poeo. ~us ~f&ront"& to P:rincsa Volu-,ina ' a bn:tne whioh 

•.numnt\ on thn tor• J"idiculne 1\or b~ coapari.oon with Oloopatra, whoa 

'frrl could n~v~ 1tlagin Cn'iving •a.t tm!\.ll h?t 1' to conduct h.,r aaouro. 

J.nG u do not. iaoe1n~'~~ Cl op ~ vith ·tilt)~' blue-nail d 1 p}\thiste• 

hNlda. Jltmticn of tho bn.rge d riv a 1io irony t%'0'l'l ite contta\ 1n th,.. 

•Burbank • po a, atld 1!1 o d~i • cont:r.-tbutoa an inaro. s d. irony to th~ 

whole. 10 coae to a tb Prill()l)so, not e p!gt!OUs .. ~ ...................... .........,....,. 

no am mber o~ n doot'dnnt corJttopolltM tu-inooraey doaeonding boo:! t~ 

to thl Uj)on tho inart world of •taob.ionttbl ' Venotinn oooi t:T• SUbatU"in.-. 

muasio ht"ralds ~ • fall • ot Durbanlt jUst n.s aubton'lm n uueio h~!'tllded 

Antot\T•O imp«-nd1z¥l di f.i1e1"e l Agnin tb~ Blluaion ia ironto in tnU"POOtU 



... 

tb 1r ~t'l)~tivn f 11a fll':"> not ooilparnblf('\. And :lie\ inn~nnor th 

1ro~by roluting Durb~•a scduotion to his suppoc~d deft~rtion by bir 

tut lAry 4oitT 1n thP form of lic~lMh 'i.'hn 1"m:11ndnra of' Antony ond 

Oleopa~ nho uo by toplica,ion how unlik Antony and Cl~epntr th~na 

tvo aro. 1 

'.rh&ee a.lluoione ore histor1eal~ or aoro prop rly litorm:-y • sine€' 

t h y d•~iva th~ir force from thetr original oontaxte in Shak~rpoaro•a 

pll\Y. Now in theoe oorl;y ponms w find myt.hological allued.ono uc d in 

C=t>fiftd vi th 'l'h~oouth Th.~ ?p1graph fi'o:l 1h '1'!!£25lz providoc 

tb~ rot"•ronco to th.-t :l.'Y1h vhioh io dev lopt!d ill tl openina lin~n of 

ihc po m. Th~ toraakon Aspai;ia. iongin..,g horcclf as thfll modol tor Ar1Nlnn 

in n ..._pn•try depicting the fliRbt of thtt P~"rjul"C"d !b.t south with Arirubl.~ 

on ~h~ ohol¥2 wotct~birlB h" t~ deporting sails. In tho rt~nt af tb po~~ w 

hw . 1notond th b:ro"b l 8Ct>M 1n whiob the ~:aan l~tt on th_, b~d b lln 

eude n..rotmd his fae('h Aild inet.•'ad of Baeohuo dearond.intr to ooofort thn 

f'oreo..lc.,.n prinOftGO Doria cntnt'S, troah tree hol' bD.th, with Ml vol tilf';! 

Md & nno.t bran~ to (\lUm h 1: aoun. 'l'h~ purpos . of ~he!~ nythi<' pN:"allQl 

is purcl1 1ron1oAl• 'l'ho t.ri:rl • o pli~tht ia no gr o.t erA nobl~ cono" lik" 

~riltdn(''"• ll!Xl. eor,Ainly do"o not Un1urb Swoon":~'• '4\oce bovinr- ~'"~UMi~ity 

hardly dafii\2!T('8 tho nant- o~ CJ~lieio·!! .. F.ie doeortion of hor b f!'d is not 

a.n aot to make tht) world en-tel"' it b:roatb t as 1s 'i'h< aou.o • e doE'ertion ot 

.Ario.dno. lfol' in it the ao .. ur l. to tom act of b.P.l:'Oi() proporti4)t}A liktt tho 

sl"Ying of tbo Jl1no"aur. To tJa3 that Wl"t hzw" &. non-l'l1'lt'o1e -pioturt' of' 

sw..,.en :1 atld tho Rirl ·JOuld b~ an undoratat01!1ont. Tho7 ~ Gntiroly 

lanki!lfi !n dietli"Y• Not onl.,-~ th(l7 &~C'In in b~atial torme (•aeaturr­

of w~u:t&nE / llif!fltl fr0t1 1l't) ohn tn in etn '), but th girl is 

doeerib~ in detacht'd t"'r~s an if tth~ WO):>O tht'\ £2'Qt i'qu~ or,.,fltion ot 

1 Th., 1ron.y hero doos not rfttu:rn upon 11~lf ao in Tho ':twtn tm1. 
'fb.Pl"Q. in Port. n' wn hnw th~ 't)Or'trait of a 'OPODM. whot!" nomparinon 
vi tb OlooPatra !l<)l"Vf' not only to eontra.at thfl!l pair ironically, b-qt 
~t th~ ·~~ tiao to call to mind t ho ot~rility of Oln~~atrn'e own 
s tXU&l r "')lationcs. Th ro the CO"J)arioon•e amb1vuen~e 1 nado no~sibl~> 
by "b"' 091ltl'al thCQA Of (all Oft,.n litoral) gt rili!Zt and by a tOt'll­
ity of Vision in wbioh p~oont-pnot diotinotionn ~ not of prtnnr,r 
importa.neQ. ft ao f-ea.t.uron o't t bt> l-i.rhl1'-df'I'V'nlopoft cythicnl m--thotl 
do net n-ppl,v to ' Durbcnk' - 1tn aims ~ mu<lh sioplnr. 



oOOln clu.t:1ay prioitive aniat ~ a. att\iuot·t~ out of nn old •ncotabltu 

! bin vi thorod rQOt of krlote ot bl\1tt 
Sli ttt~d bolo~ and gashed 1ti th 0'3'GS t 
ftic ovul o cropp.tt out 'tti th t eoth .... 

Somo oritioa hmre st:too in tb1o p~ thf- kin4. of i'0..7,Pl~1~ vhioh ~~ find 

in 'Phtt &~~tt. Ln.tld, and. d.i&ogro& tbP:t t~ intont:J.on cf thn myth-X""fe~neno 

ie puroly ironi-nal. fhClJ" u,;.-utt that the t!'OBObftt')" of fte•oua was hat'dly 

A.&lil:'Mltt, and th~t h.~ au Wfllll aa avoonoy i& implioi ~13' ooniJo:;,W'tl b..,. th~ 

poem~ ainon it fthoe US the.t &t !1}. tJ:O"AtJ 'lev., hae b~n bo'ba.J"f'ld 1 l (11; 

ie inc:14.mWly V'Jr'l doubtful w thor whet S~7 lwl b~tl'a7ad 1£, tho 

g1rl'e ~ovgl). Granted that lovn i& alwaya b~:Lng 'bttilft7ad. 1n fJ¥!S t.tp .... 

which in olrt'iouo and rua1th•r her-- oor thfJrttt - and tl'..a.t ?ho~ous t~atoa 

J.rin.dno v~y ehabbilyc tllo qUttstion is Wb·~thor th~o" tm"! 'th~ topiea 1n 

Yhioh ~iot ia 1"\'l'\lly int reatc.(L h~ro. It 1.8 unlil::el.J tb :t th&y ar o. 

ll*) is Bil!lPl7 eol:loC"trned to cot1traet hie dieet&C".batttr-4 p1o~ Qf a 

dosoriion in tho rtoa1 R:."ld 1d. ~h tht~ ictealiecct pioturo of a. dReortion 

in tho world ot J17tholOQ• {lt hu oceasionnll7 b•l'l ~rd that for 

all tbn tis.Clobnbnnt ond a~utU.or of bia onrl7 pooms thn7 b&t%11y th~ 

t l'lpfll~t of 3Jl in'v'ArtMl ro:aanttc ictealis~.) 'l'h.f"'ft ia no reaoon to 

q,uar:r~l vi:th thooo who ills1at that hn ia Mt hero contra.t.~tib8' a sordid. 

proo nt: with on 1deaUtt.-.4 pt~at. ~ffthtrleaa b• J.n. eontraatinp a aordic 

~Mli;!l with the 1det.tl1~d. n1T.Jat1on ot n ~Jillb tmd thft contrast ic nn 

i:ronic Ol'l~'~• ftG allu81ona are thta u~d here tor '*h ~ purp()so of 

~ n in *Burbal'lk' J exo0pt that the ·~o.l wot-l~h world.' eontrtutt 

J!'Oproot\lltt; a al;tah"tlt h~hGr dogroo of OO'!n?le:xity thtm tbe *paat~r'lt:K'-nt• 

contraot. If ~hing ahou14 cow~a u ot tht\ JKW-.D'B b:on1c purpoa~ 

1 t io th() Mid(\ on ~07 l'rotmrinS to tJhavo a 

(The longtho.tl$d fJhattow tJt a ra~n 
le b:1at01!'7, caid l;raoll'O&n 
Vho had »ot acen th eilhouotte 
Ot ~1107 o~ed. ill the sun.) 

- impl7i11g Gf ~o tha~ if ~lmOl'lll!&\ ~n SW~MttT b~ might haY~ 

ch~tl hia m1nd. Thn ~olog1oo.l sia.tul'e of a f~ 11k«t ~tJ, 

ovon in th~ act ot aeaertiilg ~ .. would no1 hav~ disturb~a ~l"SSn•a 



p~o~ition at All. 

In 1ft., Lovo So»e ot J.. Al~d ~ok * tha alluaiona of various 

kinds ~ill et-~!\ a pw:pon w'hir:h io taainl3' ironi(); 'but ttlthoutb tPl"t.li':t'ook' 

ie nc:rlior tln\n tb p "''!'ttJ wbioh WI hMr,.... j'll.!'lt ~~ox inCtdt its irony to of' o. 

~ oomplt¢ kind o•1ng to S.to aono1oeuo £om. In ctbnr wordt3 thf'.'l 

oOl'lbolU.as cotusetouun~utt ot thP. p()e::t, P:NtlN>ok himr.rolf • 1a oensoioue ot 

tM il!'Onif"a - tbt)y-~ tWt impo d, unon ~ ~ne ~ vi thout.. ftl<'l 

cllutsiono to Joe ib:o Baptist and to Lt\D~G, wioh ~ raea oall oytholo­

gical in tbo C~l'le. th 1l theJJ~J U'O ~~· tn the Cr.r.t.u-.ian n,-tboloe.r1 do 

not diftor 1n th•ir uo~ fw:l tlto t.lluaiott to ~w t. h'uf':l'ock'tt o~no1ti•~ 

a:bd tom.,.ntel! oonsciauenoun ot hiahlf' dofta r10t l)l:'Mr~nt him ~ e~ 1ng 

hi.Dsolf in an iNnie light {it probably mlco~e ltic to do eo). no 

eault arm htmo~l£ u Att.Y ot tb.~9 ~' ~n • 

'l'hWBh I hnv eocm 1Q' ~o.d /i;txlwn nlightly 'bali/ ~t in 
upon a platter, 

l aa. M pNphet ... tm4 hoh•• t10 ~t mntt~r .... 

'iould it heY• been worth whil~:>u .. 
IJ.tc Bfl7f 'l Al:l Ltltsal"'UCt ~ f'rom 1h~ d$\d1 
(JOtlf) baCk to toll ~ all ••• 

Dtt't th irony boeoa"'" \o::apcrod vi th po.thoo w!»tm ~ck turn:n t:ron 

r ttfet"Mlcn t.o &:l7th-f'1trU1-N!J to hitJ 4Q'41'0GO visione. of All 14oalised r.eyth­

w~rld trQm w~ich he ia ~xolud&da 

I bAv~ bourd tho moranidn vingtns, each •o •aeh. 
:r do not think thnt; thr y will sing to mo. 

I bVi een thMt riding e~wf!.rd on 'tb . .o:t navt"te 
Combi»e the wlti te hair of th• 'ltli.Vfl·• blovtl back 
Whtm tho 111M blow& thn 1mto~ wb1to and blat>.k. 

Ifo hc.v.a lingered t.n thf ohaab~re o~ tbP B9a 
B7 nct~lo wroath.,d nth e awtttod X'\"d nnd brow 
~ill huu vo1cen wak~ ua, .nd we ~. 

so ho 1~ not only axc1u4od ~~, thAt 1d&al1oed world but alao o~llea 

back rudol~ b7 'htt.I:Mn voia~a• from h1• d ;yd:rertU of' it. 

'l'b.e uat.t of gN"th-allw.11on& in 'ltx-. Apollinu• is attnin oomp~tiv~l~ 

CC!lft1l<>X by th~ ot~ ot ibn earl7 J~s (Y4Jt tdmplt' wtt.t·n eontr-~ot~a 

\lith ~ ~•a'o !:!IJ!''* hthod).. Again th pupow- itt ironto, and again 

._ 1ro~ ie aohi.ved b3' j\tttnpoai-.ion of 1lu~ nt,-th-1Jeg~s with tho 



mytbologionl ~51~8 ~ ~etod tor nr &polltnnx - but thia ~im· througb 

a op~etator an~ not through bimenlf •· fhia time thft add•d COl!l"'ln%ity 

ccnnu 11"bout t~b tb.~ amld.Valf\!l't e.ttitudc of tb~ spnclc::orJ h("! 1u dotMh(,'td 

~t not ",ntirt~l;r totnohed. And trom his attitndtt 1to derive aM~ 

Ctnplo¥ itlpl'\'Jtution ot t:r .Apollinax th.M wo Bb.ou.l4 oth~ruioc b~ don9 . 

R...- 1& moek1nB H~ Apollima, but it i$ not oon"coptuouo TJ\Oek:f'l<ey: th(' 

ocm~ap" is rosnned tor .ra :PblttOC'US an4 :P:rofi a&o:to Cllann~bee"tm.• 

So b" .nda Up by boing to tfotllO OXt-t'lnt em r'r .1\pollinax's eide - MEl 80 d.o 

1M• Wo find au:rsttlvoe ftndel:-in6 (o.nd thio ta ~13 "ffliot•s intt.tntion) 

hov et~r1ousl$' w should v!sualie• thin Btr&ng() oan in the l"31o of a 

m»'thiee.l eroatltt'f'J• Re certainly hca pasn1onnt& vi.to.litt and it ia 

p%'0bably mel'b t han his laught~ that in p:rofwnd; and lto han :m olnm~t 

0~ tho de~n1e about him ·~-eh hie flM«' b lpe to euesttat' but which 

tion Gn his poin~ad o~ • If htl a~i..-ed a• ApollJO!l himoolf, or galloped 

into ihe dra~ roo:~ ill thi'\- tore of a centaur, 'lih, y could. not bn turth~r 
• 

rr&m und. r.ato.ndi»B llitl tun thoy ~ nov • tf h.~ appe~ ratho_,. ri.diouloua, 

it :ta tbt~ cil'c~~e(lto 1fl which h4?. finds ld.ms'llf thn.'t m~~ him so• :ret 
f!~n~l l)$Mldo-1Jlttt11eetua.l ptbffX'inp pro'bQbl;y 9iFO hic:J MZ"mfkl 01rcum. 

a~o~, no ho eannt~t holp lookin« 1.-id.ieulous ~.en ubiln biB profundit7 

quiic disoooiat~ him~lf from th ~1llin~~s of ihoao ~o lionie~ h~. 

lfo •a.pp~ th .. mo~t~ f'ooliGJh the •ro he ia ~holoeiz~d.' 1 but tho 

• f)$l'inN~o of his 4h~1a•r ... fjtdoh ~too tlueh j!. hia ~hologieatio.Ji' .... 

tt.nd" to d.oroi!late t he partro.i. t • , 1 eo tllat v& lnugh nt hin and t hon 1 -mgh 

at his bttn!.'nm oVt1'n mor~, f or not s~ebg him ao 1m do. fbuo tht"t irony io 

doullo-otl.gftd, atnoo the nytil-nllU&ione both onk., bitl look feolioh Md -
eu'1'1"0U.nd hio nth an aur& ot profundit;r which t~vo into ~tf1r rt-li" t 

tbtt i.nlmi i,. of tb~ Chnnnirte-Chf"•\o.h ent. Ro out& an n'beurd f~ o.o 

•th<" old l!lal'l ot th(' au', ~·t h0!! maatf)r of h1n element by eompn%"1oon 

rl th the oth~~o wb.oe.- 1(\ued brains and tloundnrintt oonf\tsion !!lak-n '\hf"nl 

an holpl osn ac thn •worrimi b&dioa ot ~wnrt4 lft(ll1•. no ff('G tho nompl(\X1ty 

1 Grt~Nor Smith• ttt;,s., :)io,t,1 o,P~tu; npd. Plga (3~ trnp., Chic~ 1960 ) 
P• 3~. 
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ef his ~al'Mtl'¢ in the co.:nbinat:\.on ot 8P.:rm1tivity and w.lgarlt;r 

retprG-~tod by juxt apouition of tho sb;r 'F~1..lion Dlld t he ~nin€ P1'1aputt .. 

ft:n l!'&fo~nf't9 io Priapuo l'.!!l also BU8«"l$t that M11 A,..noll1nax it'S a poten'\i~l 

bri~ of t&:rtilit,-, but 1t is t10t ol~s.r thnt it is 1nt ... ndocl to do so. 

ihcn eouplNJ. nth hia oom!,)~ioo.n to a to•tua, it ~ b~ tnt:on to uuggost 

that l\o 1a M :i.enpreaaibl Vital force, but tbcal"t't is M ~a.son to bring 

in ovttnonon ot tho wol~ uorld ot f ertility mythG. Tblf'l io whet som , 

Qit1es tend to do• both with s-ofe:rt.meo to Priaput'l and to the1 ole! t:lM ot 

th~ ~. Tft~ Rlic.t'n nllu.,ion ia o1tnpl1 to thf') f~ of Pa;-iapus 1n ra. 

pointing b,- J'ftgolUU"dJ and 1' it) Mt n~~ to •1co tbf" ery of 

'Pertil1t7 oYr>riooos• whcmmor TJliot a f>.n'ti<m£1 wat.f¢• Indeed thl'lr& is 

~aocn tor WQMting tb'\t 'll:nlt.'"b in'M~~tt.~tion ot ·'lliot' B IK\J'l,- vork hu 

b00ll UMt"teeaua.rilr eooplice;tod b7 tb.• o.naurrption tbo.t rut a p~ceodine 
along the't Ontlo th~tte lin~e u ili ~o, tlaet• 1.9.!4*' 11e ehould. rn.th,.r 

wait to a~• Wbeth r ~ P~• ito~lt ~eete a eterili17 thcmo bnf~ 

int.r,pr~ing it il1 t ttrtle of a ~holoatoa.l a'• rili'tJ-frtrt!.lity opposition. 

SUeb a th~:to ia to eom.o .xtnnt ~&tod. b~ anothM" of tho Onl"l)? 

poomo, •flt)rontion'. The a\Q."ility...fort:111'ty eppoa1tion 18 -prat.«mW b;r 

the Go'trtft t ,_.tw•on ~'\ion1a mm aitua.tton (in a 'clr:l m<mtht, with 

1dr.,v bnin•, in 'dr3 8f!aaon', 'waiting f'o1" 2!'nin' • cwn'OW'l<led. b7 1tloclcc, 

noso, atotlM:)I'OPt iron, Dnrds') and tho eituatioM rith which bf' he,o .not 

'b~ iden·Ufi~ or haG ~fwtfta. to 14entU7 biou4l'tl:f.t f:ishtinB in ~l 'wnm 

rain•, Bn4 th• coatne of Chris" ( •tn th• juveee nen of tbr· ~at-.... / ln 

dopl$VMl ?!ny-• d~d. and. chetttnut, tlof«l1:'i.f:(t ;tt;ldae" ). ~ oytholortonl 

ollueione ru:-o h~l'f.J Chr1•t1an, Md thn CbitJ"lan diup~tton fJ<"amt'l to bf) 

s~ by Gerontioft ae the poes1ble aoureo of a f~~ility Whi ch h baa 

rfi'IPUdin.t 4. li• 1s oonfi~ in his etertlit7 Aino~ 1118 ~f¢7 pocsibl~ 

action 'ic cbol.tt\4 by tlv .. potentiality of aortSt~ eotlBf'Jf!U"ln~s'. 1 ln 

thin rospeet h(' ln lilt~ Prufroclu in ~oh ® (1('1 t here io th" inactivity 

born of impot(\M'l - moral, C"mOtional, J:>hatliosl ttnd evrn intnlloct®l 

im.PO'b¢1l04t aif10(' tor all hit; aoute o<meaious:ftt\•o of hit:1 poeitiol'l h~ 
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~ma.ina statio a hia und~rete.natne iacm g ohl.y in the toriUrttd futili t7 

of hie monolOfiU"• !h.7 aro ' 1'hft•• mn'Otor& tha t nth J!1Y8 lt I too cuoh 

diaeuea / !co :JU()h explain" but tho;r do not 1 ad on to a r&Mwal of 

epi:rit o.s tn t'Sb-ll•!l!e&?N:• !h deepc.ir ot llia old aee and hie inetX"tia 

priJ'Iente him f~ oo~"ing ~ unioa ( atUUa.l or GPiri ~ o~ both) 

which h• :ftl"liflos hn was onof\ '-n a. :PO-Iition to acbirvo t 

:r that vae nnur J&Ul- hoari wna r.moved '\horatrom 
'to los.-, b c.u't7 in t fllrrozo, tft.rror in 1nquieition. 
I have loet 147 passion a wb3' ehould I no<td to k«'P 1 t 
S1nc what ia k pt wet be Adul td"'.\'Qd? 
I hAY lost rq ~ight, nell, h a.l!"!nnrt tut ana. touch t 
Pew ehot.Ud I uar th . for TOur clo~~r coutM'\? 

!he 1ma.goc el\Ooiat 4 w1th Christ hav~ o.n o.:~biT l non dna~ d to ~~at 

n. e~mnl u woU aa a ep!.rtiwl\ '9'1tnlity Vbioh h(l (Geron,ion) lttokttJ and 

thie ambi8Uit.f implioitl7 ~tn Ohr1ot on a plan~ with oth r br~ara of 

f'~rtilit1', th ~...Yogo\ '\ion gada of c()llparativ mythQlOI\Y• Fo 

com 1 •In thn jut' aocne of -th~ year•, rua ita&g ot b,.aut,- Nld t f'rror 

( 'th4! ~is r• ). And •ue b deYOUn' • ~o Gorontion t bia i~ not tb 

purptivo d..,ouriJJg c4 A!h...:We4ne5¥ li, but a Jude ·umt, a. viei t ation 

of wrath UpOn the • t erili'Q' Which h• r4tpr~~. Ohr1 11 hiiH~lf oMr to 

b• eat &:n, w stv~ MY lifo• but this promi ot lit hae been d1es1pnted 

b7 \ho ~ip1 nla into tho a~ rile eeo,~rio~ of ritu.l, with its hint 

of' the eonapiratOri.al ( • ~Oil£ whispo:ra' is 1;tp1oal17 runbiguoun) ani its 

pnrr reion into ~h(\ occult GUP•ftt1tione rapreo~-tM! by pf"opl n lik 

Jihldamo de ~omqutot. 0()ron:tion ic floco of th Ao - •t bnv~ no (tbootn' -

bu._ ho has n titiflg olGe • ith r. ~ aonOlOfltl<" r proaente a t !'lgo b..-tweon 

tilo Ct'thod of 'P~ and that of~ V et• Land11 ' Pru.t:roek' io a moro 

t,·,:reonn.l onol~, and th.-. iml6t!I1"Y" dooo not op.crat • on a a7thologie!ll 

-plann - wha-t yth-a.llusiona thPro cu:e ~ incid fl"'\al. In th11 vioion o:f 

'l'h~ 'lfast e Land 'iM hnTn ~ompl u impt l'eonali't71 'r12'0s1ne ae c 1t a.llt but 

ho 1$ onl7 ~ oye - hie personality does not n£feet tho proa~ntatiOft of 

thn v1e1on. Also, ow1rle to the oornp rativ., s ythtJ tU'lderlJint' it, th~ whol~ 

poem pl'Oc do on what ll~ may CCil.l a .nytbolO«ical level . C,;,rontion•e 

r«er1 tallo b.t\lfwn;r b tw n th& t o t •h~ effect of thtt aythologia '\ 
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can det ot ono or two nap~cto ot hie perr~lity - h io, t~r instnnce, 

OC'\oing bhu1~lf in a dJ:oam~ttio l~ht; and :l:opcnonal in thAt hn ic, ~tt hie 

nnt:lP IJU61f~tn. a rnpzroHntativ~ conuo1ouonnl\o - M l:<tnn .. r ha it, •cimply 

a mono where 110~ or loao en( rgtttie notion Ill"(:> incorpo~t~d, to agitat-, 

th~eolveB tirnlesslf' • 1 

'SvP&n~7 ~ong th~ Bi8htingal~~·t though oup•rtiotall~ loon o~lnx 

than 'Ot-~ontion • 1 p~cl.eo th.- b?at introduotion to tb~ m thod ot 1'il -
'lnitt~ La.nd. Ry-tb-refe1"ellOf18 are f w, conai•ti.na ~:roinly of th~ n.llue1ons 

\o Agnmtmnon in tb. 'Pi«rapb Uld the last str.nzat but tbP~ l'adi~ly 

nffflot our r adirlg of th poom, which in tul"!l is conatructf'd throughout 

to BiVe full p~ to thoir M.biVal&nee • i'V f'1:tom beillg incidentAl t i h 1 

GN thP- backbono ot th• poo-1\. A fa.irl7 de1ailod analyaio rill illuntra.t~ 

thia. 

Tho •Piemph trom AeaoJ17lu.e lirlko s~onE!Y' e .fatr> 1f1 th that of 

Agamormon ~ cr.r1Jle as h is struck down a 'Alaa, I at1 ao1 tt .. n Vi th a mortal 

blowl' Thia prepares ua to aeo in vha' tollovs eo:rao rnl~ticn to thn 

Agaa mnon m~, whether of sil:l113l'ity or of contraat (~.mnbt-rine alwnys 

tha-t aoh to e=-e &xt nt itlplioe th~ oth"r) • 

'l'ho rirst two 'V ratts stand 4101'10 • ~Ch ia B. ~Otlplt~t& rtnnt,...no J Mel 

the1 L\1'& jux~apoaed as pair. (Aft~l' th~ s~oond 'V(lft ._h,l:'& o.ro no full 

etope until th..t ond. of th~ poca • the actit>n • olW!ey -.hough tho conapirn­

tora • p sturae artr - aw~~e on w1 thout paue to 1 ta ol:t.max 1n ' Wh--n 

Agnm~"mJlA»l cried aloud' • ) Ot theae two Te:reos th& fi.rot p:ro•enta a. thor­

oughly ani~ SWoeney, in t o eooond hie situation is r olat d to th~ mov~-

nte or \h heavonl7 bodi a. At one~ 11!)1; hgin& "o oreat 'thft r tJIOe­

phar e of foreboding& 
2 

' Deatlt and th" Rav~n drift a'bov •. Irmftcdi t fllly 

aft~r this the e~l{k~ man who iD in dang~r io suhj ctnd to ~ littl~ 

ir<m¥ and at "\h" nall4" t1o41 gains little 1n etP~~ct tor •swo¢nor gamrdtt 

"h• horn~d gat ' - th gu'\o to tll-n k1rlgdoln of Pluto bi.mol)lf. Normally a 

l Op. cit. P• 110. 
2 P.o. atthiea•en tells ue th t ' l liot one~ re~arx~d that all h~ oen­

ac1ouely .,t out to ~at in «sweonq among tla lU.ght1ngttl..,.au na e 
aa!l.IJG o£ :tor~boding. • .ant 11 would ~"' with rattlai aa n tho.t th4' 
nothod. h't wtod. 'inovi tably uaas his de lin t1on to tak on wider 
1mplio~t1o~s.• Thn Achi~vnment ot T,s. ~iot (3rd odn. 1958) P• 1~9. 



figure liko sv~oney de\'P10t d in bc~t1nl t t'll8 would not gaih 1n at turo or 

dignity froc ouch a lin • it would ei.Jipl7 CO'tl'ff7 tro~. But thft threat 

of death vhiob builds up t~out tu po012 rf'duora tb 1n1t11'\.l :l.rollio 

1mpliott.tiona and omphaeiooe their rr.JY rc*. '1'h& aomDio background do a 

no• m rely mak SWeeney a. pntty f1r,urot it tt'nda to uniT realiae hie 

eituntion, and co pr p&~u ua alight~ tor th 1denti~icat1•n Which i~ to 

ooo t th~ eltmax. trtcr th fir~t T~ra SWeener playa no aot1T~ nnrt 

1n t c se•ne1 ana tbte om1eaion .ubtl7 i~ Gge i• dignity in o~riaon 

~th thoa" who ~ plott~ around him. i'h o~,- t hilliJ h deos in the -
po m 1• laugh in th firot Te%'ao (hi a gurd1ng tho •hom~d 8 t~ • ie a 

•"'t ent of eituation in l'J7Mbolio teme ratbor than an otion.). In 

o~ntr:lllt to him., hi a oompctniona go •lu:'oueh ~ • riee of' aialeoe, oluma7, 

fUtil aotions desoribod by meano of be•tial ~~ ahd vorba xproscing 

at tb~ ~p~s lfi'\h Z~UN.Houa paa'. IJ.'hoir tlesoripticn in theso i~• 

mak•e ih •pp~r 4egra.decl ll1l4 rathor ainie't~I"J sveene7•f2 m"~al~ mel:MI 

hill bamloD l.y ant a 1 bly tooli•h, and not tmOUf."b eo to cloi:rnot troa hie 

oomparnti'Ytl d1eni"Y• 

tfhe cteacrlpti@ of th scene, wi-th its a.ir ot fumbling 1' t r:mlioiouo 

intr~, p~paroo Uft for tb ol~x in wbioh th~ ~~oloBi l llusionft 

d•tomin OU1" :reepon to Svoen y•e f to. !'b.Q atmoapb ~ baa be n 

auttioi~ntl7built up tor u. to havo te~ illusions ~bout tb~· eo~• nt 

th~ daort Yh• boot vi th aomo•n ind.istinot 
Oonv reee at the door apart ••• 

But aa w• t\rrivr at t hifl crucial peint, our attention ie audd nl7 awitehtXi 

without lf&rning to 'ho n18ht~l08 n~ar tb.o OOIIV('.nt s 

The n1ghtingaltte re td.ntr1DB ll88l!' 
The ConvGnt of thA S•cro4 n~ ••• 

0\11' surp:Mao is blc~. ~d by ~h d1ft00Tt!tr;1 that th fniptf.n8t\lCtS' Of ~hfl 

ti~l 1e not eteply &n 1ronio ~ toronc~ to Svc n 7•• f~ le o P~ona 

(1houeb it io that too). Anotb~r ohnnse of ec~ne follova t onooa 

.Ant 8rul8' 111thin th bloo~ wood 
llh n ~ mnon ori d loud ••• 

'l'h• firnt improeaion pro4uc d 'b7 th "'lUu'lgtJs (from Gw.Jnn•y' fJ div.t to thf'l 

oonv~nt, from th~:t oom-nnt to th .. blooq wood) ia on of pur~ oonfusion. 

»ut on r flection v r~ lis tb t, u in Ol'$1"1k ~dy, thr. vto1 nt eli1-:~rut 



I 
ot th~ ooti on hUJ tnkon plaoe •otte-.e.ge ' - at thf.'l momont th:~.t 'AgarAomnon 

oril'ld ~loud•, for t t i o linll io the olimu of tho pOt'll)•s mtNoaent . fhe 

l:l.nk 1rMDed1at cl7 offoctOd betweo.n th~ rates or Dwe9n1),- end Agam~n at 

t~t: sugsPotll pur~ i l'tmi-e oommf'l..n' en th~ contras t bot.-~en tbA 11vo t!len Md. 

t heir o1X'Cl.U1U!'tar!00St thia is o.s it lthoul<l 'bo , oo that th~ roal ioplios.tion 

(con~n.incd in t ho l o.trt two lin~s) oan tlllk«:< itz full i~ot. 'l'bQ niBbt• 

ingtl.l~Js aro singing duritlB ~h() elt1ught~r of ~~nont Kin« o~ t inge, 

And l rtt t heir liquid eif'tings fAll 
'1o atc.in tho sti ff ditlhonourod "broud. 

!Aia tviat At tho tm4 io all the lllOr& •tf'QOtiv~ aa wo roalie• tn rcttroapt~ot 

the.t it baa l>oon ~ par('d for t hroughout thtt poem. 'fho aubtlt~ ~~ in 

"Wh1.t!b nn unooneoioua 416nity ~u b&en attsisnPd to • .Apeneck sveonoy' nov 

a.oh1eVo thoir (mostly A&lay4"d) etfeot. 'l'hft J!'tcntion of ABUtomnon baa 

moaontnrily ®own SYPen~v e.a 6 r14i.oul oua f'it(ure, but th 1aot: tvo lin.e 

al~w ~\U'ld our f}ntire ron47~1te oppnl!'a.tue or glib oontraet. AgaltfltlUOn • t3 

doath 1a made ridieul.OU$ end •ord14. t.1'he niGhtingal<1$ am as bi:Uft~t 

to tt tl.B threenoy' e eompaniontt t!l.:to to .h1!, death.. By tho cetG"J tok4)ll sweenofs 

death io lifted on to a plano uht.t:r:e it hao ~at as uni"f'c.n:stAl n e1gniti oonc'l 

as that of \~ i'$.ng of Xi~. IJlhol:'C itJ no ultimat o d.ifffl'~ttnae b&tween th~J 

two, juat as th~~ 1a no ultimat e diffn~nc~ b0tveon th~ nituntions of 

:Bloom and Ul78e&ch Tb.n plot eurroundi"8 ~omnon 1 o d~th vne juet nn 

bt~teG &nd f'tl.rlivo o.e oZf8 b:to1httl intl:'igu~ * ius Onl"'dner a.ptly ~ats 

the.t it ie •an illusion that v sboul4 think the doath of AgMNmon 

important and th~ d~a.th ot Swoo:ney sordid. !11(\ night~les nnko no suoh 

diatinotion.' 1 fh~ir einsine atl4. th i:r droppings nJO(! tho only ~rtt!~&l 

•commJ\flta • &.VI' ile.bln en thft death • T 1111ith$r J:l~nJ and. both OGI:lm"nt• "r~ 

rnl~nt. Bo1h dt)t.the a.re !mporir nt, and both d6a.iho ar-t ao~d. An 

inatnne:a of ~f' aemvr t-esictn of ~"liot':e iw.\.gr.;ry is th~ phl"O.e~ •liquid. 

e1fttngs• - a bnlliont f\tlbif3\lity for ~'ithe:r th¢ t aeeva or -th~ oong ot th~ 

nightingnl f'JD . !h4'> ata.in ~n t llf' shroud. io tigurntiVP. nn W"1ll :\$ litr rn11 

for it i o a 'disbonmu-od a~ud' t not only bfi~\Ute ono of th~ lll'IU"4erow 

Vt\f! an unfc.i~bful vif'f> t but b o CQ.UIIf.) th.-- victim himmlt" wne killed ptlnl3' 

in roven«e ~O'» th~ death ot hie own dQuglrtftl"• It W<'Alld. b inad.vieable t o 
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proou th mythical ovortonee any furth-nr tlltln 'this , but we P.l"G :re:1indod 

a t l .aot t hat ~.&*l'l~r.mon di~d 1n dishonour. 

Th~ poo'O thus ~.a rl 'th. ~h~ da 'ths ot Agam~mnon a.nd SwoAney itlplyi~Jg 

OOID.llflnt on eto.oh oth r. YC:\t no opM oolllOt>n' ia n,..ooeo"ll7 on th.,. poet • o 

p rt (!XO pt tar th~ onfl r~inder, •uiahonourod •. Th ren' 1o dol'Wl by th"' 

oouplitlB' of th$ eontMPQ~:£7 and. myihical situ.o.tiona. 

'!hroo o~nr f\llua iono nar aft ot tbo r on.df)r' o final r .aponse 1 th 

Philoael a myth, in whieh luet and. intrigut~ also l od to viol~nt o.s ne.ult ... 

but e aMult 1fhir.h produeoa, th:roosh tho end ot the 'riotlm •a lw'".Wl li~ , 

th •irrriol"'bltt vo1eo• of tho ~btingalnJ th~ Christ r:qth, 5.n which 

eoDiJllirncy Md doath givt' rioo to the ordnred rh7thmt4 of life c..t th 

oonvont; and the ullueion t o \he 'blood3' wood • • ~..tk'".m'lOn clid not di& 11'1 

n wood, but tho prieat-kinga of Hoai did, tmd tlv~ir t:mrdor vao a. lifo­

giving oven1 vb.ich benefit~ the11" pooplo. fhe•o 1nt"rpr1JU.tione aro 

probable bu't not e ~in. 1 It tlooep,f!d, they antioipato 'l'h~ ~· st !eg1 

in 'tho it' com::.ton 1JU8£ otion of a ~lleftl Gt lii'd ae a- pot~ntic~ l'Gou.l t of' 

<loath• and lGrld addod atsn!ficMco to th& aord.id d&.c"'tth of SWo<-ne;r. 

'1'h flnal rorml t, a• ill co welt of ll1ot • e wol'lt, is an '\~noea of 

thn fne~9~ of .:PR~211t oppos1t~•• aq®lor nd llPl n4our, lout I'U'ld ki~, 

Inf¥tmingl ... sa rniri.9r o.nd lif..-giTing onO'.Mfic,.. And in thia tueion of 

diftoront plaeoe, p~ttiode, Md pomone (boih ':real• and m,-thioo.l} into 

onJ inolua1ve TiAi on, ~liot Gntioipatcoo tvo o£ tho m11j0r oonoems of' hie 

l a t nr ~rlu "h• toouaills of 1.'\ll all-inelueive bUGt.!.n oonaoiouon~ee (onnird 

out in '1'hG 11aat& Land) , and thn l'aeonoilin« of oppo• 1 t .,e ( th oontrAl 

th"!2Gt it a ight almout b~ said, of I'J~ ~~t.o}. At t h n~o ti~a 

'Sumn'lGY' Among the Nightitlgaloa t ttaintt\itta by i 'brt ViSW\1 im&gNJ o. pBrti• 

ouls nty ot det 11 whioh p:uoadui«tlly .nbaneos ito un1-vnrs 11ty-. lfo 

8ftnt~ntioun et3t~nnt on th~ po~t•u pnrt 1a ~ithP-r nooesaar.? or dGairnblA 

1 Intentional r~fcrone~ io tho Philomel a ~yth is ~estcd by another 
epigmph B1Von to th~ pofll'll when it :pp~d i.n e,a Von l'r~o• tl(~ 
flhould I .-p u of tho nightingale? 'Rho n1shtil16Q1'4 ai~• of o.dul t arous 
1fr0l18• • Tll.or& ie, bowt.Vor, no certainty t lw.t th() oonv0nt i a intemd.$4 . 
to l"C'.Oind us ot Cuiot ' s de~th. Ae for th~ 'bloody vood•, th" intent­
ion 1 again unc rtain, bu-t 111ot•s intl'\rG0't in Tl:l'9 Ooldt\n Do~ (a~o 
'below, pp. 32-33 t )6) 07 ha.v~ pzoomptod bkl to taka an · imPAgc 1 ttl 
vory point of dopa.nut-o • In thtt l a Rt reso~ 1 t is th .. ir coe~mon hint 
ot a ~n~wal of lifry t hat f avours thoao th~o intftrprntationo. 
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inBtetd by iraport~ th~ mythologic,,l fli tutdion &l'\d a l10111ng th(! two 'to 

l'O&Ot nnd ooDll n~ on etlOh oth.-.r. llith \h«"' J.toaulting ~lntionehip at wo$, 

ho ean ouccoed in bftillg ouggeotivo and evoo&ti'V' b,- cono.mtratins on 'boing 

-rivid. and prooio 1n b1a ~17· Thia 'r"cone1lia t:1on of opl)oait _a•, 

f'oaturo of h1tt t~i9!,• ne voll ae ot hitJ thought, 1·o mention"d by Ann"' 

Jt1dler who r tere i • to ivo ot ~~ oajor 1ntlut'neea on llitl Gtyltt • 

tor th S)'!lboU.ete • poetr,r waa an &?$ th.Bt • ehwld not ~ON but 
wg_,at Md avoko, not DWitJ thi.nB- but crel).te ~heir nt:J.Oepht'~ •,, • 
while tor ~.!i. Hulmf'J1a •uri, dl"Y1 olua1aal Vflrso•, tb"' ·~t 
a im 1o aeoumtn • preciee am de-tip te i.leooription • • Botb thee-. 
Btrcd.na ~net in l liot • e verse ••• 

Ble Usft of myths vith th•tr oomb~~~ion of uniY~reality ~ particul~ty, 

•f pr~c1oion and. ~1»1vonoea, 1a en~ of 'thft 'WI'\YG 1n whiob this ~ocm­

oilie:tion bae bt16n poee1ble. Por (to qu to aeain hom Pot&r U~) 

In e ~h unexplainod overtonoa n.nd uru:1ertones 0'£ Jit'anitlg' o.l1'14 
~talieirJB obsuur1t7 aro unit~ vitb clf"'a1"-0Ut imagf'o, nota and 
ait\ut.\iollD wboao mJ8te~iou.8noae li"e in t'b.eu Vert" :xac-tiWdA), 
thoir tomal and ri tualiatic a.1gnit1oano..-. !'hf!ly a.baolv tho pol'tt 
t:ro tho ah~ vaeuoneae ot bt\1~-oonoei'Ycd W:'l808J nil o.t thP 
oame tint tbf"7 cloae the door upon no genuino 1Q'Stnry. .And 0'/o~ 
all of thMII lifts th1• unknown pow4tr, til., profOt~ hold 'fotbieh tbf' 
CTth uoro18na on O$ril\in k1Ms of im."l.ginAtion. 

Urn•a lnot reoazk ~oallf! What w hnvo snon in the f'irot cluqtt rs 

that, ~~~ w~ll o.a b('ir.tg ieOb.niMll,- Ua0tul to poe to, tradition.-,.1 ~- :\1'ft 

diettnauiehftd b~ th~ir ~owe~ influcne ov•r h ft~ tho~hte and ~tti­

tudeo. sou~ of thie anciont ifttlu•ne~ otill op~rnt a unoonoo1&uol7• 

b~nie de Roug~aontt who tn P,~•t1oa and Sooi tz •~to htno lt tb~ t~~ of 

~m->rustmting tb.~ 1:1odcm influon.co of ~n old myth, doolcsroa {tho oapha is 

is his own) thr.t •tA~ nol!t J!£!t:ound oharo.otttrintio ~~ a !tlh .. is th~ J!!?We,r 

~hi~h ij! vin~ o~':~ ~s~ .• ~auallz. ~thot!t our ~ow!M• • no ntoo l'f!rnnlir:s tMt 

• A ~~t,Yth ~k~a 1t pofleibl• ~ b~~ a .. r~ n~ n gl'!lllO~ of C)f\rlnin tnon of 

oonata.nt r.l~t,ionn and to d1a~n '\b. ee f'l'Om thtt w~l tor of <W~Y 

o.ppnarnncntt . • 3 neae faotorn - 'thf' uncannoioua intl.UCI!'H.,t't of J~i1thtJ, aru\ 

th~ oonstRnt roln:Uono r~aablP if1 tb~ rec:n\l.""J.'itlg t~on vhioh v find 

in ~ 41ft ~ont myihs .. &c~ount fe pnri 

----------------------·-••-•-n•-•-•-··-~---·-•-~------------------
1 • ru ation of Spcoeh • , tt..,p. 1liot t, \ .s~ of' I!~ ":oi t~s ]II 

Soverc'l Handa, cd. li. injan (194'1} lh 114. 
~ fowarcta a J}:!holoa (1946) P• 11. 
3 Pnee1on o.nd So~ietz (rovia d f'cln. 1956) PP• 19, 18. 
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tradition. !.ndeod b.is ~~one xn with tl:'.>v: i. • or_ iB on~ of the) major 

oonol"l:rnr: of l'ic criti~!l.l 11rl.tingCJ. In coma :r :!\:~r'.t<:s in Aftflr Stra.!'!62 Qod,!J 

( ·;tich inoludo ~ YAf::"C'il'li.' of tl ,. h{if\d. 1\t Yoctc) h -, n1 • ,::r: of tb(' onnreh 

nr .. Yontr- ;-rf'\tJ in Gl)t.~h o!' c t_""tt.dition, - littlr too conaoioucly 
p~rbtpB - like AU ot us. Re soueht for it in t:h.-, conon!)tion (.)f 
!rc.lr .nCl P ~n 0-~ttono::Joun :>Oli t~on.l or..d ilOCi:j,l ur.d ty, pure;~4 from 
th~ .. nelo-e~xon pollution. n" i~h~a nloo to ~ind a~e~a• to th~ 
r« li.s.loun oou:-c·- of 1;0• try, '"G, L l~'!itlr l:.t; r, d.id. nothor 
r.atleco .,t'ek~r for myths, D ~n. }.,r.nn~mle.,.. 'ilhc- r~Jeul t~ f.or ::;. 
lona D riod, iu n noor,wh .. t l'rti!'i~ially inducce l'O tioa.li~y. 
J'uat as much of Suinbtlrne'a vnrno hPo th eff,.,ot of repo:1tod 
<lon"" of r.in nd v~ .. t rt .50 :-mel. of •·r. Troto•c v~mo io 
s timulatetl by tolklo~, oooultimn, ~olo{!Y and S3Dbol1sm, 
oryot:::l ~-l!:ine nnd L.!'r.:t~tie w:oi tin.r;s. 

Thit~ i~ not ~ l"'putli.-~tion of mythol0£,7, but ~n. illunt~.tion of th" ot(lte 

of ::.rr~-:so whioh l oll Yct!.to nl\. oth<::'r rwt!1~,.,.·3·c:re int<l t1'4cir vnrious 

" ill:/~ I lm.v 'tlich:"Xl· to ill~tr:"to, by roforrncd to the- authortl 
who~ I bk~v m~ntion~d in thio l~oturo, haA beon thn crippling 
.. ff'f'ct upon mt...n of l~'tt··ro ; of not havinc bf'on bom and b~uaht 
up in tho el'lVUonnen'l ot a living nnd otm.t~l trPdi tion., .. 

Thio ia th problc-trl whioh, o.!'l wo he\Vc 0{1on, htt.A b"on oo:t"'.10n to oney 

oodorn poP.ttJr thnil' l ok of tra.d.i tion h19 !!1 l nft 1ih~~D with a ~s• or 
ch~o~io t'xperionoo and no prlnoiplo of order to give to it (nnd ao to 

tb~ir :not) thf- !lOOaneary oignif'1oant fom. Thoy havo rusortcd to 11~ 

devicos ei thor t.o f'ulfil or to comp"nollt~ for thio lao.'k, ()coordine to 

'Whether tlloy dooirod a Ji> ro!Ul'.nt oolution vc.l:Ul for all th~ir ,;on:, or 

a. t~mponey onn for n. particular work. Yon to' e poraon.'l mythology vn.o 

his A11to..-,pt at n. pumnn~nt eolution, Tho U]¥acco myth, !:'JJ f'ound in 

llom'lr, :fWloti onro a~ a. • t~mpo:rory' ol"d.oring dGVio (on tho teohnica.l 



oono"Jrncd ld tll. tlw.t p1.rticul••r noYI'Jl• 

·--:11"t w; . .o g:r,-.n tly imprt:tnot"d by J oyN:• • o US(" of tl.r Ulyosr.c"o oyth, 

.... nd 1:\y t P •re.y in rrf:ic!l til _ ~:i. ll.le rltt:. Eot'lo:rtn n."'l"l""tiv~ f'u£Jnd tho 

tho novnl. 3ut hio review of U1ynsP.~ eontr.in~ CCV9~l ~pp~r~nt 

~ontradiot1ons whioh .,.r~ beet Clxt>lrdnod by hie. o-wn pr'!Occu:p"'~tions c.1; 

·tll" time. !11Lc. ,1~jt~ ~n'=1 !!lz:lfi<:£-. h~it bf'~l'l publir•:hvi in tho esmo 

y~·..._r (19~2) , P.nd th., oonueioucnocn of t'h ~. "1t'"'rtli.."'C D""ll method follO\f~d 

th" ('\rS.ti~~1 :fl'it!nr.o of l)O ts ... 0:1 "' ~t d~~l of thftir 
ilrit r~ot to thr f>rJ.Ot th..\>t t h,. PO~"''G, a.t the back of hin r:!ind~ 
if not t•f\ rit~ oct~nrtiblo: ~l.t?cs , in nlw~y · tryine to d.ofNld 
th }•.in•l of ..,Ol'9t.::"r-;9' hn inl n1.til1!:'t or tt'> fOl"'lUlO:t•) th" Y..ind 
th~.t 'ht'" Wl'l.nte to t~i ~ • 

!n U!31ng th"' rcyth, 1n m~.nimtloti:ng !"" oontinuour pnrnll('l 
l>nt...,-el!n •}('mt ... ~or:~:-1d.ty "'rd. nnti:n.dty~ 1 :t' Joy<; io pW'.'t:Uinf, 
r T'l ... tl:o'i 'fb:l.rh oth-:,rt m.1~t ~nrcu :"ft·,.. hi!.1. Th*"Y 1fill not 
b- i:?!it .... t .. ro, 'rl.r.~r no~-: t!:-m th l'lei~~ti,..~ who us,..s the dicoo­
V'"'ri-:-~ of' -:.n .,..irJct ~.n :!.n ;mrt~t1.r.,"":' ~i.r' o~r.:::, ind,..nondent, furth~r 
inv"ltt1d.~:'l'tior~. It ~lr- ~impl;r u. "'· y d' e::mi;rolling, of orO.erlng, 
of r+!Vil'l(." e c-hr-p~ nnd Jt ~ignif'i~!l.nc~ to th,... iml!l<"tl.De pn.noranc. of 
~-'tltl.li ty and r..n:>,T\:'!hy ~tl..::t~h. tr: "'Ont,..r.~-po!' ~J hieto:ry 4 It i a n. 
m('thoc.1 'l.lrq•Ciy ~L~"lbr-.1-!iftd. b:r 'hr Y€k~tP 1 ~nd '='f thf' !lC'Od 'for 
nhi<"..h I b('li;-,ve I l.' Yerote t<• l y,_ c)c .n ·lib.·· i'i.:t.-ot _.,ont~orar,y 
to be ool".ncioue. It is :1. ;.lA'I:l'cd tor 'tl:1~h +.lv, horosoopn itl 
nucpieioug. ~f'\ycholor.y (sud~ o~ 1 t is, ''lm uhPther our rNlotion 
to it bn eo~ie or GPr:touo) ,.th11ology, 'lnd Thft Goldon Dough ~vo 
~onourr. d to tlnkf' porH::ibln wbr t '\. i"~n ir:1poonible C"Vcn a fo~ yoPrs 
"'EO • Inst ... "!.d .of ll!lrr.-ttiv,. .,-,t'1od., w" '111-Y now u tho oythieal 
n .. thoo... :"t ie, I nf'r~,.u~!ly b· ... li·,v~, t· f3tj:p totrard n':'!king ~~ 
x:~~rn it<>r11 pc~cihl f~r nrt, to~rd..,. o~ Pnd fom ... 



COl~itS·b~~ ill r.:r:mipu.lnting ;;~ eontinUGUt'l !)Sl'<'.llr:l !Wtll~~n cont( .Ij)Ol."tt:ll~ity 

mld. ,l.ntiqu1t~, C1hioh ic pr ·ei~'wly trh."'t Joyc6 in tloine), tl1 ,.. re iF- no 

th~oo ti~irl[;u nLl{'h •~"(! irJ: ... :lovr.tlt to UlZPo.-r. c. n 1v rl.ppl~'\ to ::'liot'~ 

01m o;rtuicr!l J.tnthoci. "•nrloy«l in 'J~f' ~Tm::to L~nd... I:c usr.tn it r . ...n n 

tfr.J:'r• o:rx :;.--ativ( • Sir J'~t:'l,.~ Frooor, ilt _!lro Or:ldo~~ HOPfh, h~d. clc..aonatmt~d 

t1u~ d.1.1ilL~ri ty llll~lcl"l;y-ine nul)3 ri tuc.J.s ( cu1d tht rofor(} ~.lr..o cyi;hn) in 

t?tl v i th tltf: !.tl'..:t'lUt l c·rovs of' tt~~ trib ·• 

!Jle{BSt.!~U foJ.• 1-rll.ilf! it io !~l!)O fi. highly 1!flf-cOl'l11CiOUt-Y Il~thod Whioh. o~ 

prodttef> UUd.l a 1\0V'ol, i ~£l ta~y(;hologintJ.l ol•Jmont ha~ nothiHe in p~r-ti• 

oulnr to do ·.1itl~ ;psyohologiettl th'M)rit'"G about oytha ... 1.-.t n.lone t~ir 

oormootion vith ~~thropolo8ie -1 th~ri~o ~bout mytbn. 

to (')etch oth.,.r ic <"t-lebl:"ltt'd.. T4le ~onn.~etion vhioh th~y hav0 ettoot~ 

tllrough tht'l atudy of mythic and ri t\ml c~bols htln eiven to tho idot. 
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of (a.nd 'thr- :pr:.·&tiBo of') 'tradi t~.on• r- r.nr ln.,~•· of lifn .. The vslu~ of · 

eorl~in ~..,-old s~'tlbola hue br>on ::.nt~\'fstf'ld by (mora <>r l~sn) aei,.ntit'ie 

£Jynbr.::2£' ~~l~ieh mr--y br· ur,r d ("Onsciounly b;r tho 'OOnt r nd to rthioh tho 

ro:ld!):r <: .n iJ $ oo.-:p' ~tNl {rJi't;b.oJ.• con~~iouf!~"' or Ul'KlOn~eionnly) to rPspond. 

h,....i1 b.-~e •r r vi t,f'.11,z ". f o't' us bct:~""..U:t ¥1"' :r.-.w -r·· llizc tlmt th(lrf'l 
ia a coll,.,etivl':} mind at won::. ~d.th:2.n :ttJ ht"caU£1:<" 'JO m.~y b~li«VG 
on t~.: .... nutl10l'ity :yt th payeholot;i"lt tt.~·t t h<" poet fP<'flkG not 
only i'or himsl'}lf but tor e ~hol~ cu.l turol I>~.ttorn. 

';fit:, mnn t~b.o 'lt:~.v thr- P.troirnt ritt -.1 ·~nd syubolic lJ(1ttnrno f'9 ~lnss 

:;,hrmom•"'nc, in~~dttt~td rlytbr-; nn'"' ·: to thl" QOd,~:-n tro~ld nr-, :-- :.'otcont1r~ll~ 

T. IF I'* MoiiiiUIIfr 

't1h ' ;ptt~·t ••• l.Tlr.'di 1)f' -~~ r.:-,r: t:br:t tll • ~'1bld. of ~"'p . - thf> !!lind or 
h5 f' "::liP l"·ov t;tt•y - ., ·~'i:t-;": -"~ id·· \::· L · :t~n!" h'; tir:ra to bo rnueh t10:re 
i:·,r· •. n:·;;~~ut tu·m hio !Y7l ~:rt·:i.v .:!;" min.: - i e ·~ ~:d.::ld whioh oht:.nen-})1 
r-ru... tr~·.t tl:ittJ (·1,.-l"le,.,. i!! "· devnln::.m ut u!; j l":! ' nb~ndo:ns nothina 
(li1 rout!.'+, ·;f!1ioh cl-:>::n nat r;urr·r"l':lnl.v- t r 13:!.t~,~r ~1r..:-h"'rr~~,, o:t­
Fo::1;~x=;-or th~! l")~A-· l:r. x·i:ne o-r th ... 1·w~r<knin1 d.rughtsm,...n .... 
11l1.t" t'.if'f"•rm1e · br;t't:~·.1ll 'fthl"' p~ 'll ~~1ii •,ni "hl' 1 ;J~!Jt i~ tb.'1.t tho 
conscioWJ ~r.r-Pont i a t'!l • ·-t'.:r:·~ r;::::'FM Jf' ·th ':'"'nt in n. lm.y nnd t~ 
nn r•:ttt•l:\4; u'hich th-: !> .~t 1 n r-.1:~..1.' ne~~ nf 1.t~..,lf C."'.rtnot !'1hOth 

l!T~·.dition-., (" .. rJ'l."lOt b"l in:.~,1.·itnds rmt: i1' ;ron \itllt 1.t yott m1et 
ol)tr i:t1 i ~ l1jt fT ... t l f' 'hou:r ~ rt ir.volv '•£ ~ in th~ first pl(~~ ' theo 
big~;;o:~:"'ii."ro 1 tJ~llS",.,.. • .n~l t!-10 hit~tCri(. t•l z. '!00") il'lV'OlVoa a 
T)t'J:'l'f vt1on, not C>!'ly of t 'a !) ~tn qfl ¢!' t n- !i"'"'t, but of ite 
pl.'·"~~'"¥l~r~ ; t..ltf'! hifi~O:>?ie~ l tt~'~nfl," r.onp~ls x-t m.~n to ,r.f'i tti not moroly 
~rit::. 1li.."'J c·.m. f'(•'n. :rrtion i.:n J::. i r- bon ... C' , but '\~5.th r r ... >illing that 
th ... l1h~l of th(• litt'l"Cltur .. of '"Urrpn fro~ Eor.lttr !\n d. 1dthin it 
th·' vr.ol o of tl\r litPr->tlJ.rr-; vf' h5.1:c' O'..n'l country h .. n n td.t.'UltanflOUG 
f·xist~nc>t " r>l'ld coopocm:: r nirn:.l t"'rJ'·,otH1 Ol.~isr.. 'l'bio hit'fto:r1cal 
~r'tmG, trhich ia n 0(\nr,e of t !v ti;~£•l:·r;ff ::·~ :~·,11 flO ot thf" 
t 11m:po:ral "'.fld. of the timAl tHJ5 :- r.W. oi' thr~ tr'tlfJOl'f!.l tor;nthar, itJ 
·.~:rat o:r.k?.c ~ ~rrl t l\r tl~' !U M.oPtl 1.. \n,"'. i ·f: .!.~· -·. t t ho s..'Uln time 
"fhr•,t m'lkcs :-. ~rritN ... :nof3t ~r,v.l~ ly eon~wi.ouf! of hifl plttal." in timnt 
of M.u Or~ ~ontntlpor:·n ... ity. 

1 R.L. 'fu:-&tti ·r.~aao.n r!.lld I~·.· ~ imtien (1960) P• 111. 
2 'Trndition ~.n! tll\J indivUt.u.~l ~'t.11(.nt•, Seloct,a PJJsa~'!. (3ra odtl. 1951) 

lh 16. 
3 Ibid. P• 14. 



T~.dition, th~n, in not pnosiv~ly r0ooived but actively won, einon it io 

abov4J a.ll a. nattar of oonr ciousnoeo - a. oorumiour.mooa of the p3nt in tho 

pr<'leont, and of' the cGIJmtWi ty mind in tht) individual nind ( whoth(lir it bn 

n a~ogr~p 1oal or lit~rar.r comn~ity). 

ot Tb•) 'n.at<' Landr a. tochniqu~ wl:lioh ' Psychology ••• ~thnology "-fld 'rb.~ 

Oold~n Dough. l.ov~ t08f'thor cade poaniblo. Alt houcb ito tb r A ia ono 

of atnrility t\Jld futility, Tht' "astc La.lld is t ('!chnioally r.n exub~mnt 

pQem, rejoicing at one~ in tho s~nso of roots and th~ ~nRA of fr~odom , 

~o w~ll no in tho now ponaibilitine of ca.cmuniontion via univorsnl 

symbol a, vhioh the n·~~~ so:Lono;,o havA f.la.(\e :ponsibltt. 

iJhat io th ... nnturt- of ;)liot'e mythi~..Al mottod in ThP 'intllt~ Lo.nd., 

c.nd vho.t is th~ r.tyth or mythology ~lbich hn uane? 

To cay that h~ hasP.~ th. po~ on n sinal~ nyth would bo both to 

deny the vr..luo ldlich hf' found in pcychology nnd anthropology, and to 

m1sX"(\nd tiliot • s o.m ()Ommonts on tho aubjnot. Thn ·•a.otn Land ia not -
bao~d upon th¢) Gro.il l~g~nd • 1 t is ool":etruett'!d o.round tho c..,ntral 

has lonp b t"on cuetoWtry to rcgnrd the Ol'uil Btory ao 'th~ wyth • which 

b& usoo • not All eommenttdors lmvo ooncurrcr in this. Ono cr1 tic po~e 

eo fn:r as to av.y tha.t 'The r<lal mytholoBY of' The ~tt.stc~ Land io (without 

~ny pojoratiVA uRn of tht:l t"'rm) th('l mytholo~ of oodorn peyobolom,r. • 1 

Dut thio 1s not so a botL peyeholop,y e.nd anthropology ho.vo thrown lir,ht 

on thn phPOOOflnon of o.lmoot ident1~~1 myths a.nd ritu.:"l>lo ooourrirl(" in 

scn.tt"roo e.r~~s, l1.nd it io this ~pprot-eh to oythe which has oMl>lt\d 

Jliot to b~so h1o work on a. eroup of oimilar myth-oituationA and nyth­

f1(;u:rrya , of vhoo tM F1oh~r King is m(l~ly on~. Stophen Spand~r oomoo 

much n~~or the truth tl~ tho oritio quoted nbov~• 

Inot~nd of A bnoio of aoo~~ted bolief, tho ~holo etrtlot~ of 
~aiot'o poco ia b"l.SM on onrtain prirnitivn rituals rnd myths, 
which, he a~oms to feol, must b~ psyeholO{!iOI' l certo.inti B ,

2 b<'ine a ~ of what psyoholo«ioto cnll our •rocc nNaory'. 

Re go~s on to regard this ~o en app~ 1 to 'ooiontifio l ngond't Uhioh, 

1 
2 



whil~ p~rh~po dub1ouo phrasing, dooo at lonat allow th~t th~ und~rlying 

myths nr e myths in th~ olassioal annfle, P..nd not modGrn on~s. 

The ono book which a;ppe61'fil to have hnd th~ 1 ost d.i~ct infiu~nco 

on tho c.r~.mt1on of' Tha ..:note Land. is Jeesio L. \T4Jaton's Prom Ritual to 

Romnnco. Miss ~eaton relatod t ho o~igL~ of th~ Orail l~g~Dd to o~erP.l 

early myths of £.lyiJ'le .r'!l'ld rieinc coda a her oo:nolueionf:' itoro oado ponaibln 

lnrgoly by Fra.z,.r'a uork, oep cially b.io vol~s Adonis, A.ttis1 Os.~ri.n. 

(It is to thfilee volumeo, too, thn.t ,~liot ~ross~o indobtednl\ae.) Miss 

UoBton' s book Gleo incidentally corroboru\~d cortGin vi~ws ot the 

psyohologiote (e.g . in the s~xunl oysbolimt of thf' Tarot suitn) • nut 
vl~ilA payoholop,y and anthropolop,y hn.d pr&llnred. thn cr<rutHl v~ry t'horoULthly, 

it was h~r book 1n particular which f7.lVP. ir:nn~diato imp~tun to "liot in 

tho oonfltnt.ction of 'l'h~ 'Ja.st() Land. 

The ns~~tion tbnt Eliot b~aod th~ po~ on thA Grail lt~~nd io ono 

of tho unfortumte cons~q,u~ncNJ of hie • Notoe • .. Y ftt avon in the so l.ot(.HJ 

ht1 does not nny so himsolf. TllQ point ie n.n 1mportMt onn. 1!io vord.n 

O.l'tll ' not only tb~ ti tla' but th~ plan and [l good dolll or th'J inei<\ont"'l 

ONtDboliam of tho posm wo-ro ~net~d by Miso J'oeai L. ·oston's book on 

tho Grail l ogt"nd ••• • 1 lt 11M not tho atoey of tho Groil its~l:f1 but 

t ies '!Pnton's int~r,prnt~tion of its or1rins, which ho found ao oUpG~ativ~, 

a inc~ it enabled him to drnw oyobolo from sfi!Vnrol r.1yth-aoureoo w1 thout 

imno.iril'lg tho unity of tho vbol('. He mokeo no mention of MJY of th 

Grail romano~st for thn ctk~pol Porilou~ hq rofero us sp~oifioally to 

ltios ~·eston ' :s book 1 ruld tho only Po.::t'flifal from which h~ quot"'D io, 

ironically, Verlainfl ' e. 'l'ho Grail itsolf pl~ no part nt c.ll in tbn 

po~. Tho Fiahor Ki11g a.ppN~~ twieC', no onA of th<' •prot~~oniots ' who 

~ all unitl'd in Tir&aine. But it io thf! wholo fMily of ff'rtility 

mytb.s to whioh tbn Onil myth (a.ooordine to r iBo Weoton) brlongo, on 

w'lioh thn poe..:1 io b~~d1 not oitlply the GJm.il myth itnr-lf. 

In lamnntine th{) roeul ts of hie ' note a to The iinet q Lo.nd • ~11ot ho.s 

(tmrhupe unoonseioucly) oonfimt'd that his dobt ia to ''iso ··eaton and 
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not to the Orr-.11 roo."m..~fh rro rn\Y8 tho.t hio Not o 

atimulat"d tho wrone kind or intnr st amoJ18 tbe orok(',tm of 
sourot'&e It no just, no doubt, tbo.t I should pay my tributo 
to the'$ wo:tk of lise Josoio llftl'rton, but I rcgrot ho.ving o~nt 
oo numy f'tnqU1lX'm oq on a wild flOOB'l ehrus~ !1-ftor 'l'nrot o:1rdo 
o.nd thr~ Holy Ora.il. 

1-lbct b~ found. co usoful vno, th~tn, th~ pattf'm cot:tmon to thos~ mytho 

Vhieh Mieo i&oton discuocod. Th~ o~ntral oituntion of ~aeh is, indood, 

a. ' Vt\oto l,tln(l• • It is B lrt.nd vn1t1fl8 tor tho lift--eivillp r<}Ul, or for 

tll~ rising of thf' riv ... rs, or tho trAOi!llr of t he ~atoro, a.B tho oo.no ca:y 

b0, dQpending on tho goo~~phioo.l oircuoatnno~s in 1ri1ioh the various 

Dytht\ took their individual toras. In f'lfl.Ch onoe tho etorility of tlte 

land in rofloot.ed also in tho ~nimBle ann the paoplo, and tho wboln 

situation 1e bound up with tho doath or injur.1 of ~ god or hAro (in the 

oa~ of th, Grrtil lc~nd, th" vou.rd of thfl Fitth"'r lang) . :Fhe ny in 

uhich ft)rtili ty ia reatornd to tho V(\I!Atnbl and ~nimal worlds ie 

ei.rlilorly "'ltrn.ys bound up 'lith thA';l r"surroetion o:r hnnline of tbn god 

or hcro t whother it b~ Adonia, or Oeirie, or thA Piehor Kine. 

Fro:l thio it io cl ()ar tlwt Th~ fnotc- Land is not oo r.1u.oh bMf!d. 

evnn upon th,ao r.tytha as upon th~ eittmtion ct)nt:t':'.l to P~ch of th l2J 

but it d.ooa a.lso ~t:lPloy nynibolo oonn(4otod with t hrtl, in ord.f\.r to 

a.chitJVn its otruettttal unity v71thout roeours~ to tbr- no.rrPtivr> methcxl . 

Thn poou ooneiot~ of o. Mrion of pl'limttl.Bma.eorio im.~ea, with tho 

opoc1fie situntiono ttik~n from many tines nnd plao~o, coot notably 

mod .rn Lo11don. 

th~ ndo~tion of th~ c~tr~l oituntion of otorility, w~ may cnll th~ 

thematic usro. The coeond io fundac~ntal to his tnohnique, and conni30tf'd 

not with thn thQI!lO but uitb tho etl"Uotul'A of tho t>O*".lD • Ae th" ootibinod 

work of anthropology and !>ayeholoc;-y ho.d ahottn t'ltmy of th~ d)--ine ond 

r1s~ gods to b~ bnsic~lly the oam~, oo ~liot fue~c th~ porso~c of 

tho poit!l into onf' • all thC' ohe1"3ctom Grt} linked tl1rough thA Tnrot pnok, 

and again ~11 tho o~n and woo~n b0com~ tuond in the ficur~ of Tirnn1en. 

1 'The Frontit~rs of Criticicc•, On Poet!)£ arm. Po,n,t! (l9!i7) P• 110. 



' .. 

Tho otructurnl link between thA ohnract~ro is thus s~on DOot olnnrly 

in tho device of tho 'l'a.rot pn.ok. Again wn notictt how hie dobt to ~ioo 

<ieoton'a book, ~11th. ite r~'>lntion of thn 'i''nrot pnel .. to th" aytha in 

queotion ~e a o~nno of to~tolling such t~inga c.o tho ri~ine of tt~ 

tmtel'O, lootie tnuoh larger trum hie dobt to Cl.lf3 particular on~ of th~ 

oytbo th4"'1noalvoo. Further, ho foutld that tho remtionehip botwoen tho 

parall('ll mytho provided him with a 1mnl th of diffnront symbol A tri th 

whioh he could dev~lop hiD l)~sante>.t1on of tho storili ty th~o~. So 

the a~bolie ue~ of tho myths ~nablnd him to approach hie eubjGct from 

vr.l.rious ancloo c....t1d e..t tho asm(l timo caintnin not only e.rtistio unity, 

but n constnnt pley of ovorton~e by Whioh the inoidontal ic~~oo could 

:reinf'oroo thn oontro.l itlagtt of tho vn.ste land. i tsc,lf. 

'i'hesa thrt-o wc.yo of ue1fl8 the myths ( vbioh a.ro also of. oouroa tbr1-m 

roln.tod l't)at~ona for utJi.J'lB them) correspond 1'0ughly with thf" thrt'o ways 

in Which he BO.fS ho found JliSD ~oaton's book UtJ4"full it ouegaatnd tO 

him tho titlf't, th~ plu.n o.nd cuoh of tho incidental sym'bolim. In 

~inill{r. tho pol:"m wo ahall tht:trotorn pay SPPOiE\1 f'\ttflntion to th' ,a_. 

intt\ra.oting e-Dp.:sots ot Bliot • s mytbienl mothod • th(') wa.y 1n which mytlle 

a.ro used to orprnstJ th"l o<"~ntral thCl'llo e~tOO. in tho ti tl t to trivo e.n 

Bppurantly oh otio atruoturt' somtt eo:obl.-·moe of n.n orderM. plr.n1 ond to 

provide inoid ntn.l 93\'lbolism 1n order to devolop or r~info~.., th"' 

oentrnl thnoe. It will nloo b~ n~ocno~ry to rofutn ono or tvo popular 

miooono~ptions ~bout The J~eto Landt ehd to oxamin~ some epecinl 03t1bols 

(and mnthods ot e3Ployine th~m) wh1oh, thouch not oxcluo1v~ly doriv~d 

fro-, traditional mytbe, point to~rdo th~ gMdunl dov~lopmmt of thc.t 

'p<'!roonn.l mytholofW' lfhicb io ootlylotQd in Pour QUartoto. 

The firnt ll\Yth-fieuro tha.t \fa moot is unrnlnted to thn fortilit~ 

IJY'fths of 11ioo w~ston a.nd Frazetr c eho i o tho Ollmfl.nnn Sibyl of thl'l 

epigrnph. nut her flitu"tion and h~r porson P.noh pnrf'orm an ironto 

fwlCtion which nduo int~rnst to thf9 port:n t 8 storili ty thPrlf' • Hor 

a1ta~tion is ont of bnrren withered a,gfta eha is ausp~nd~l in ~ el~aa 

bottle and hriv~lline up booauee eho hnd ~8knd for lone life . ~nollo 

hftd ~ntl'ld her wish - ~aar of lit for ~o~ c,rain of dust ahA 

held in her bond - o.nrl bnr only wiah nou 1Et to di~. Sh() ht\s found 
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that 'th,.. giving famiehoo the oravine•. 'l'ht! impliea:bion of h r plight 

(an 1cpl1o~~ion only, sinoo tho~ is no explicit colution to tho 

st~rility vhioh io the poam'B tllem~) is that abe ho.s asked tor the 

1rrong gifts extt"naion ot lif'o do~o not mean vigour end frui tfuln ns -

indood, GG m~ of the fertility myths imply, it io paradox104lly 

through death ~at n rolM!wal of f'rui ttu.l lifo 1o obtnin~d.. In her 

vithnrad s~~ tho Sibyl provides a fit~ing torotaot~ of th~ barron 

rniaory whieh io to follow in the pb$ntn~orie pic~ of the llaate 

Land.. In ito cloao rolntion to tM central themo this ~pigt'a])h from 

Petroniuo is far moro fitting than tho orlt!inal OM 111 th which 'zro. 

Pound we so profoundly diso~tiaft~t th(l words of th~ dyif\'1' Vn~"' 

in Heart of parkneea • 

. Tile ironio tur..otion pf'l"f'oroltfd by tho peroon of tho Sibyl i s, uhen 

1m reoetlber that this ~p!gmph vas a lu.ter choice, porhapo a puro 

oo1noidor- • But it bapp~na thnt as a typ9 ot propboteao nhe antioip&t~~ 

the tvo 'eottre• ot tho poGJ:l, both of uhom n:rn t:~sa~ntinl to ito plan nnd 

etructuro.l un1 tys lbtdnme Soeostris , lfhoso f'ortun~-tolU.ne by tbe To.rot 

oord.a pl"'vidos a liet of' draaatiB perso~t nnd Tireoio.a, whose vieion 

is the porom :wd 1n whom e.ll the oho.m<.rbfl1'8 moot. 'l'i~Rias, 'old man -
vi th Tl'inklod duas' , o..lwa.yo fornsnw th truth but wns plneued by thf' 

diobeliof of thOGCI \lho h nrd hillh Ilio itt thr- vision oi' tho impott'ltlt 

ener - he 1o incapabl~ of doirlg atl;Ythin« to nvoid uhat hi") forPsees and 

o<> his gift is td.trply an 1ntolerabla burden to him. ... adano Sosootr1s, 

on th•~ other hand, ehove a brc:"~c$$y confidene~ in her clairvoyant poworo, 

yt~tt there o.r nomn tbinee vhioh ehe ie 'forbid<Utn to eoo • , lfor doos 

sh~ find tho Btmg~d i!lJ'l , and sho wrum.e her oliont to •roar death by 

watnr'a t~ f~atures of her moasaga which, as tho p~m p~oo~s, 

rovca.l hor inconpet .nee. Por it bocomoe implinit (nwor f\Xplioit) t hnt 

in tho lfa~c-d Ood and in m\ter ( ovon pttrho.pe d~ath by wnt~r) linn th• 

Vaot~ Landta only hope of foaundity. Her ignorano~ of th~ true aeorot 

of lif~ oorroeponde to the Sibyl's icnoranoo in making bor fo~lidh 

~f!Ut~~t to Apollot thn wril'lkll)d, world-weory cionry of Tirnoin.u who nooe 

all thi~ too clol\.X'ly eorraspond.s to thf:' mie~ry of the withered Sibyl 

in her bottln who , underatr.mdine the truth notJ, oan only wiob for do~th . 
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A.t th.., var-s bem,rming it booomea clear that the 'inato I,and •o 

inhabitnnto o.:ro afi'lict,.·d not only with ate:rility but nlao with thf'\ 

fear of fertility. Growth and fruitfulncan aro painful rind d.inturbing, 

'April is the cru~llnst month 1 • I\ ia ouier to ' ellut tho door and 

oit by the firP. 1 liko the lro:n~n of Oa.ntorbury who •do not tdah o.nytl-,ing 

to h~pryen'. All 11te-bring1ng events nro ogoni2ing, liko the birth 

WlliOh W~ll to thn P.Qgi ' Hard nnd bittor flCOl'J,y f.or uo, likn Death, our 

deeth • • !n tho cnoiont ri tue.la connectGd ui th 11 ioo ;:eo ton' e pl.l:-n.ll 1 

nytl•o, it vas oft n only through tho deatll of the cod tbl.\t ronowal of 

vegotation oould tnk" l)lt\t":OJ or, in tho Grail log~nd, throueh iho 

eotiv~ queetine, ordon.le Md ae;onifle of the knight nho Wfle to h~C'·l th(:l 

P1nher KinR• In the llnote Lsnd, bGrran forgettulnNis ie found prnfornbls 

to the 1\Ctive paina of gro\-rtb t\nd rene :al. • Tinter kttpt us W'r'rl:l a 

covering / ~b in forgottul snow ••• • 'l"hn few memor1oo of rf'ln&.n~' or 

Aoat~t:l.o vioion am follow~ by bftrren tri~lities or doeolctionl 

a.nda 

In tht. mount aino, the~ you :teel f:t"'o . 
I rno.d, 'OUCh of tho night, o.nd go DOUtb in tho wintor. 

Looking into the heart ot lipht, the eilE'tnco. 
Ood' und loer dno Koer. 

Thll b:lr.ren oht'.oa ot t111" Uuo ~o Land is prooontod. in tho fJC'Oond 

ceotion of ' 'l'he :Burin.l of' tho D.cftd 1 • It is a. wn.terleoa wildorneoo of 

' oton1 rubbish' a.nd •brokan imaeoo ' • 'l'ho opeak• r llddrosa~o tho • son 

of mnn' • QU8g&Ati!l€ o:l.mul tcmoously divino trorda to a r>:rophc-t , Md o. 

general tom for a.ll huma.nity. l'or ~.t io thG coneoiouoneeo of a.ll 

humanity lrhich ie tho vchiol~ of tho poMn • s Villi on - oonsoiouonoes 

roflectl~d in the nimilar oytho and rituo.le whinh undorli~ tbn whole 

ot1"lloturo. !Jho 1hand.f'ul ot duet• tor str~visla on a. eoffin nvolc • thn 

fen.r ot dno.tht tr<m thl!) npigraph too, cor.~ by coinoiienot~ thnn by 

docign, it gains in euggostiv«' po·itora we ~motlbor tho handful ot' d.uot 

which brought tho Sibyl rmoh lonr, lifo totrothor vi th thf\ (l.,oirc f'or 

death. 

SubsiditLry r..ytha reinforce the thnmo of sterility. In th~ littlo 

epioode of tllft hyo.cinth girl, th~ lovor l'ODOtlbetrtJ vi tb sottO'(l 3 vioion 

or bl'l~uty whioh troublna hin~ "hioh crumot be aopv.rn.t l'd from his 
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Q.WD.r9nf!t8.8 of desolation and untulfil~nent. Ill the uyabols or the littlo 

ooene it2ply' 'PX'O!Dioo of fulfilment Dlld fruitfulness 1 full ams, uet hair, 

cm.d the oymbol or thil doo.d Eyac1nthus who • :risos' &Very year in 11he 

tlouer tha.t bt!ant hie nt:\00• But tho ecstatic viaion ia followod b1' th~ 

ory of desolation from ~rietan und Ivolde, itfiolf myth of pnssionato 

bu.t uni'rui ttul lovo. Th Vie'Our and p:t'OQisrt ot 'Frisch w~ht d~r 'Wind / 

'D<'!1' Uoimo."t mu 1 , which introducoa th~ epiaodo, have bnen lost a the eoa 

ir· deaolPtC'! 4nd ou:pty. 

'o.d:ttmr Soaontr1e now apponrs • 'md h~r tortuno-t&ll1118 'Pl"'Videe a.n 

tmport~t unifying dov1cC' by prroentine sevoro.l of th > cll.ttrn.etf'llre who 

ara to n.pp a.r in the roat of th _ pooa 1 tho ch'ovned Phof\nicin.n !=3ailor 

(Phleb~m), the man with throe stv:vnc (arbitrarily easocinted b~ tniot 

with tho Fishnr King), the onc-oyed m lrch.~mt C r EUgc-nidoah ~d tbe 

H~d Han whom ohe mentions but doee not aoet and who O:ln on].y oo 
~limpsod out ot the corner of 4n eyf'J 1n Pe.rt V. l3C'tlled.onnn, th6 Lady 

ot the Books• th~ type of the Si~ or focme f~tdla, ia n comprohenoive 

title fo~ tb• wom~n ot tho poems tho Oleopntra ffeuro and Lil, Hro 

Po:tt-t~r, th{. typiot, ..... 11eaboth, tlu• Tho.m.,s-mAidona. aliot emplv\eiees 

the cosmopolitan ohn~etcr of the Wnsto Land by his brilliant choioo of 

nmnoe (soaoatrin, Dquitone, l)ugonidea, Phl~bas)t a devic,· eoon to bntt~r 

o.(lvantagc ntill in 'Gnront1on', uith ita Mr f'lilv~ro, l!Akagawn, Jlad~.me 

do Tornquist, Fr(l(llein von Xulp, De llailhe.oho, FroBca., Jlro Ce:n'J~l. 

!his oost1opolitnn1sm is, n.e ve shflll see. o:no of tN! ponm1 s oseontial 

teaturos. Perhi'~PG it is .,nphaoiscd too ( thougll 1f'O onnnot bo aurA) by 

the oonotant un4 rourl'<lnt ot compU'8tiv~ ytlLth Cortainly th4 mixturl' 

of lf\llBU.aaee, quotr.tione nnd alluaiono f\wctionn in euch o. way o to 

•"llr>ho.eioe i"' but like eo MMY of ~-;liot•e teehnion.l d~vions (as woll s 

imngos) this mixt~~ has tvo diffor~nt eimultun~ouo ~ffootRI it oreBtoc 

both o. f()Oling of dt1ot'dont aoo:aopoli tnniOJ:l !!A a s ns'! ot a univ renl 

connoiouoness. This du~l fUnction of im~oa or toohnic&l d~ic~s is 

what rallkot• poa11blo Sliot • s axtrt'-Ord.inary oomprooaion. It ir quietly 

nt wont agt..in in tb., laRt i~Dt\B a~on by Padru!lfl' Soaontriet 'orowdo of 

p~oplo~ ualking round in a rine'. Sh~ emmot interpret the) vision, 

and th~ neutral st~t~n~nt m~y n~ually suan~st o1ther blinknrod futility 



It in th~ blinko~d futility which wo s~o in the •unroal City•. 

'l'h~ city is not oioply modern tondone it io n.t tho lo st an amalgam 

of London, Limbo and the seen of' o.ny v (I ta.tion eero::1oni"a in tho 

ruwiant L!=\Vnnt. The particulnri ty ot detail in tho oocne only oarvoa 

tha mort' o£1'oetivol;r to univorsalin" 1t. Fuo~d tC>l~ther t\1'0 Dnnto's 

vioion of Lit:lbc ('I had not thout!ht death had undone so Onl\V'), thP 

striking ot tho oloek on Go.int Mary Yoolnoth, and tho burin! or tht- god 

in tho t1.noiont f'ol•tility rituals. L,.i\Vis ronmrks that 1 just as n.ll 

oxpm:~1~ncoa "moot in Tiresiao,n eo a multitudo of uxperi~noee meet tn 
1 f!laoh pao~ of th'3 poeo.' Thio is espoci~lly ol~nr in tll,.. 1Utu't''ll 

City• paaa~· Tho quotations a~d nlluaions vhioh bring tog~th~r D3nto, 

modorn London, anoient -.mra bottr~en :Rono ruul Carthago (~yla.o), PrWtiv(\ 

-probably Sgypti~ -v~gotation OAL~coni9e, t•ebetcr and Dnudolai~, 

ar~ usM. by ~liot to b:rin6 "bout tht\t snnee of universal coneeiouonoon 

and that conpr~osion ~~ntioz~ about• 'a oompr~aoion, othorwis~ 

um.ttsinablot\, that in oaoentinl to hie o.j.mJ n. comprveeion nppronohing 

aimultM<"ity - tho OO""i.'rosanoe in th., m1tltl of' a. numb•r of diffAr~nt 

oriPnt!lti<>no, f'Un!larl,•ntal attitudas, orders of ~.,ri.,.nco.' 2 

b~foro his feot' , thf) epf.Y.lkcr ece& fUl a.oquainto.nco whose name and nnw.l 

oa.roor sllow him to be a. oo:opound, tim~loae f~. DizA.rl¥. gardening 

{JOSttip :foll011e. 

·~t oorps you plantNl lost ~a:r in your enraen, 
•nas it b~ to sprout? Will it bloom this ynnr? 
•or baa tho suddan frost disturbed ita bPd? 
' Oh keep tho DaR far honoA, thu.t'o fri~nd to men, 
'Or with hia rw.ils ho'll dig it up a,aain! 
'Youl bypoorito l~otourl - mon nemblD.bln, - mon frllr(~~ • 

murderor •s consoieneo, and the visual ~ of a dog proudly scrntohinr 

up whnt vcro b~et l~fi oov0rod ne~ds to sink into our mind •o &~e beforo 

wo stBrt casting about for ~f~renoon and allueione . !ndGOd it ie 

1 u ... v Bonri~c in ;nalioh Po~t& ( now edn. 1950) P• 100. 
2 fliid. P• 157. '". 
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d.aDl)oroualy ~ey in reMil1« -aiot'B .,ork to ov~rlook ito r;trong vioul\l 

n.nd eonououo qu liti e in the eosernaon of thf' senreh o.:rter roeol'ldite 

o.llu.sion o.nd hidden mnani~. aomo knowlndBo of allusions ia usoful 

~or rw undonta.nding of his t !'tohn1qu!tJ but tll'..dor atnndine of thn t echnique 

is worth li ttl without ~xp rionoC" of tb~ pootry. 

:•uoh ha• bnen -:n-i tt m on the allusions of this pa.s~. ~ 

bu-ri~d cor,psn almost o ~rtainl.y rflft~rn to Vt.'p;ota.tion cerooonies in 

P'r!lz4lr 1n vork, nhos"" pr.-uJonco in Tl1o '.lnat a Land is o.ttostod by ~liot 

hiMGAlt' in hi a llotoo. It s~omo mont likr~ly to r t;ter to tho rituals 

ooro.n.,cted vi th tho burinl of Ociri& as the corn s<>lt whos., effigitus 

m~de o~ earth and corn wore buried in the oerth. Frazor t~lle us that 

·.1hen tllest' etfigiN.l v~l"n takon up again n.t the nnd of fl year 
or of n abort•lr into:t'Y'o.l, the corn would b found to ha.v 
eproutod. hom the body of Oeirin, and this sproutine o:f tht" 
grain would bn he.iled o.o an omon, or rathr r Cle tho cl\ueo, of' 
the growth ot tho crops. The corn-god pr.odueod thn oorn frorn 
hil1l8&lft h~ aavo ~ie om body to food the pcopln J hfl <U~d that 
they Qight 11vo. 

Of many anciNlt rit~a (r-9l~tcd alao by similar uythe) of Adonia, A.ttin, 

Ooirie, Dionysus nnd DNaoter, Fn.zor cays the.t 

, •• tho viow that tho os~Qnoo of all these r1t~s was tho 1nimie 
donth and r~iv~l of vogo~~tion9 oxplaine them sop~toly nnd 
oolle.,tivoly 1n an ~nay nnd. nttturnl way, a.nrl h(.~rt4onitma w1 th 
thn ooneral tostioony bo2no by tllo cmoiants to their 
oubatantial si~ilnrity. 

gliot doliborat~ly ~ita epBOifio orntion of OairiB, how~ r, as thie 

lfOUld obviouol3" limit thn i:ftplicntions of th~ passage and ao def'ent h1o 

purpoon. As it stands, th'3 pasaaae ef'ft'cts that olOJJ(:! Gonn~ction 

bntweon the tortility of vegetublo nd animal worlds whioh is a coa~on 

fcetur~ of hi& pernllnl myths, end aloo of thG v~ in whioh hn prooonta 

his th~mA ( juxt<Lposina aoon<JB depicting ba~nncas in Mtur" and 

unfruitfuln~ss 1n soxual rolnt1oneh1pa). 

'l'he 8l')ft:tra.l int.,nt of thfJ rcf'Aranca to v g~ttition eore!9on1ee, oven 

if they nrc thoa~ of Osiris, makco it xtr~ncly unlikftly t bnt (an eone 

commAnt ntora hnvo suppoa~d) tho ' Dog• is an intended ~llusion to Anubis, 

the j a.okf\1-b.Gaded eod who assiot d a.t tho r6Durl"C'otion of' Oeirio. Whil l) 

l ~G Oolden B~h (Abridged e~n., ~t. '~rtin' ~ Librnry 1957) Vol. II 
P• 4§~. 

2 Ibid.. :p " 507. 
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•Uiot ir O~)rte.illly guilty o.t ti.:mns of clophantiM pocllrntry {re in 

'I r. ~liot's SUnday Morning sorvic~') tllie in not euoh a naa • Tho 

rof~ro."lco is sir.lply nn adaptation \.lf t 10 of 'obstcr•s beet know lin s, 

taken i"l'om Oornolia. • o dir«~ 1n Ttl(!; t1.1i tl'l 'Devil. Tho lintH:• of the d1reA 

continuo thE" first Pal:'t 'tJ. thcno or ' The Dun~l of tho Dond' , and the 

a.l tm:a tion from t he'l wolf ao fon to the llog an :fric:nd oontilltl"tO tho 

~teoquo g~~ening cnt<J.U-ta lk ( • ~:ill 1 t blooo t1:i o yeo:r? 1 
) with the 

illmgc.. of thr dog B~mtohi.na in t'h gari.!.en. Tho '"' 1pllrude on cythologionl 

< llus io:n which r eads Anubia into the linfJB i a unwnn~.r..nbod. 

Nlmittedly t h11 oapito.l in 1 DO«' prm.sents o. problc*t• Unfortun8.toly 

it hne 1 d to o.b~tract intt:'rpru~ tiona tfhich h!\.V<l very littl'l 1n eom:Jon 

inot anee , n gl oots thr- poflsibility t hc t tlto volt' of 'Wt'lbct cr hoe beoomt'! 

~tt«'ntion to th(:l vivid vieua.l imag~a on tho 'Mlrft"..on'. 1Ie i s inclined, 

die up the oorpso of t L buri~d god end. thus p l'OV<.'frt th• ~birih of 

lif~h' 1 tl.iso Holan Oa.l"dnel.'t whoso study of 'Uiot is probably mor+" 

halpful, imn.cinat1vo :md f'rae of pedantry t han ~ .ny othf'r, justly l'('ll)li()tH 

'I :f(lol t hu rstron. f:\t:Jt disinolinntion to 'tekQ th.., .noct, witb or ~-Tithout 

oo.pitn.lt in any ~;,tuoh wt\y.- Suoh ~bstrootious 'bnlong to c:.noth~r vay of 

thinkinc nnd. ~ .. r out of place ht~~:t'$ . 1 2 llo~ comments on t hin pa.saog., 

eou:roes• Thay l'uVe~l a.l ao o.n il,t>Prnoi. tion of th~ Vi:Nfll itlB~a .. nd 

quotation in fUllt 

l • '!'ho :laot -.) Latld 1 Cri tiquo of the Myth • , 1"\'\~o)rintad. in T .. s . rillio'fa 
A Solnot d Critique, nd. L. Ung~r (n8¥ York 1948) P• 327. ib~ 
oasa.y npp&i\rod first in odorn P<ultl'¥. .~d th Tradition (1939 ). 

2 ~he Art of T~s. §lio~ (1949} P• 93• 



1'hia ie tho climax of tho moYam~nt, ·rhnn th<' crolfds i'lo~ing OVi'lr 
th bridBe are bro~qht to & otandstill. I~ is ~ if th~ paoplo 
'lfbJ..ki:ng round in a ring whom l"r dame Boao~'trl~ CJllW had b.,ttn 

I 

interrurrtA<l.; porhn.ps by the ono-oyod marohnnt ehovi.Jla what h~ 
cnrritts on his bo.ok, or by tht' flangod l1an whou shf\ did not find; 
or {ln if tho lady who r~ads uuoh of the night hrui laid down her 
book n.nd lookod out into the darkn(l•s. ~hPre is horror in the 
thought ot the corpae buriod in tho g; rden, which, lThilo w~ try 
to tor~ t it, ie taking n&w shep~o b~nonth thf'.l P.arth; nnd in tha 
thought ot tho tlog, whioh i('l not mi t1gn t d by the oopy-book 
ph.ro.oo thn.t ht' io 'friend to men'. 'i'he Poaltlist'o cry •n~livcr 
cry soul from th .. oword, my dn:t"linB from the power ot th~ Dog' 
blonds with a .familiar imag(! ot o. d.og in 1\ baak-gardon digeing 
up, ~nd brine'ing with frl.~ndly ongernaes, to lny nt his nnst(\r ' a 
feet, ~rthing ho hnd hopod hn had d.ispoond of • Th~ fooline is 
very complaxJ we roooil in horror from tbe thou€"ht of th~ Dog, 
r.nd in dif!lBUDt f'rom whll t tho dog in tho gn.rd&n aontoh~e up v..nd 
brinBs ·usl but he ie *friond to mon• perhaps evnn in his mani­
t'eatnt1on no the Doe, a.s muoh as when h~ l~a at our f(ltet oom(l 
diegustifle half'-de~::t.ymt1object, W'ng8inr. hie t!'il vith plet>al.U'o 
~t hin o~ olovvr.noss. 

ne nytholOBiC l element in the pA.Sf31".ge (the o.lluaion to tho Ve{'otn.tion 

OCJremonioa) bocotl s a mtJro o.echnniot\l dcsvico unless we tent:~ a.t the se.mA 

tii!lo the nishtaA.rr of horror and guilt in th~oo linttth lt is tho f'ool~ 

of eu1lt 1fnioh gives point to thG apeftkcrte suddenly s\fin81ng round upon 

tho ret\d.er with fingor outatrotohndt •roul hypocrite loot~urs .... mon 

oomblnble 1 - mon Mrfl 1' 

Part II, • .A. Or.un() of Oh~es • , proecnte us w1 th two inbab1 t6nte ot tho 

\ia.Pto Ltmd drawn from diff rent atratll of sooiaty, both t;ypes of 

:Balln.donna, tb~ Lady of the Rockst the Vt.'l{'.lthy neurotic dopictOO. ns e. 

Cleopt1tra.-t~, e.nd Albort'o wifo Lil no B()on through th-:: oyea ot a 

BJJUf!l.Y olici toua !riond. lfhe Ot ntl':J.l ntc:rility thera~ io broucbt out 

with bad t(loth, on~ insulntod from thn odours of nnturtt by tho <nlo:::2ist 'o 

pe.rt'umes, the oth~r { w1 th fiv\'1 children, howevAr) now disoonnooted from 

tho l)roooaaCJG o:f nature by tho oho11iat •a pills. Qnly ono mytholoeieal 

allusion appo~ in this part1 it iD not dirGctly r~lated to Kiss 

Wnoton's sot ot para.ll 1 oyths, but is ue~d horo and in Part III to 

mnkP oblique COtni'!) nt on tht"! sterile liven . ni t'lt'XUo.l liaioonA of thtl 

'·astl!l L(\.nd '1" inhabitants. This io the ro:f'oronce to Ph1lomnln.. As wo 

find in co ~ of eliot's ime~a, it io onpablo of operating simul-

tano<>ut;tl.y in opponi tf') va.ye. On one hand tho • aylvM ao"n0' it'. simply 



ono of tho 1 ithered stuapu of tim~ ' which ~ tol~ upon the walls. 

ItP. rmbj&ot is the >"tot :.:unol']>hoois or cmfl< .lho h~s b~:Jt?.n raped ao a ~sult 

of steril e lust, ooo uho now cri••.J in t ho lfildornene. Th& eubjeet of 

her oong is lldul t ·:coun wrong• t;o whioh ehe oonstlllJtly o~lle ntt~mtion. 

But t,h{) a.tt~ntion ¥~hlch tl~"J fiast.:; ~.cmd giv s to su.oh morrows i s no moro 

And ~till ohe ori~d, ~nd utill tho world ~a, 
'Jue .:ue• to dirty eare. 

In 'Tho Fire s rmon' another nllusion ~o Philoa lQ follows tho 

announecoent of Swoency' s approach to Mre Portnr in the S'pring. Tho 

trivio.lity of th,ir Z't'tlt\tions ie fn183t'!St(x\ in t he 'Twit twit twit' of 

th~ nightingalo 'a eong, ~nd vo f eel aura thnt ' So rud&ly foro•dt would 

not o.p-ply to Uro Porter in AnY -xoopt the nost :!:"inioal L"~or. Yet 

tho ioola.tcd 'Tereu' 1rhich follow eont'.tina ritbin tlli·o trivin.lit~ a 

hint of patboe a thP. nit;h.ti!lgn.le calls in itrs aone upon tho no.mo of its 

l't.Wisher. This 1ndiost oe in small oomp~os the oomplaxity of tho 

Philomoln a~bol as used by ~liot. For (r~turning to Pnrt II) whilo 

thC' picturA abovo the nvmt~l do ls with tbo ~sul t of' wf'f'C'rine a.ftor 

lustful and sterile abuan, it shows n ohanae uhioh on~blee th~ wro~d 

Philoool to fill all th~ dosert 'with 1nvlolnbl~ vo1c~' - n voio~ 

mirnculouely produood by violation of hor person. So tho •robirth­

through-dc3th' pattern common to th~ parell~l mythe is quietly 

~inf'orood by thll tl) a.utMhrough-suff'ering• pnttorn ot this othOl' myth. 

That Ph1lomel io not to bo seen nurely as ~other symbol of otnrility 

ie indicated also by t M sono~ of r ol eo.eo wbicl1 this ?n~· .. c f' brine;n to 

th(lt roader• nt't er thl". long, richly s.-.nsuou.s d.enoription of t hA. d.l.-nss~ 

room, with 1 t a stifling and oppr~esivo 'l.t~t~ouphf'~ of "-l't1fio1al liehts 

and odoum • th~ illueion of th9 uindow giving upon th'" • eylva.n se~ne 1 in 

whioh tho nit!btingal~ • Fill,>d all th~ denort ~i th ilr\tiolabla voio"'' 

bril'lee a mo~ntrl.t".f fnelim of ooonpo, rc.,frertllm~nt E'.tld ov"n cl nansi ng, 

akin to (but not as effective as) thoce ~thor myetoriounlr onthnrtie 

paes~o in •liot'e YOl'kt Pnrt lV of ~h<\ ",!_pto Lrmd (•Dno.tb by lfntnr•), 

Part II of Aall-!ie~oda.z, nnd l.'llte.riM 1 • 'l'ba rotrcohment hnro 1!\ ohort-

livedt ths '"Jue Jue" to dirty ettrs • brillgfJ un b~ok to the dro~tsing-room 
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and. ibe eoene is caeually pesoed off vi th • other w1 the~ etumpa of 

time•. AD tho voman'a qUG:Ulous obattor fa.llo in tho oilonoo of thtt 

%"00111 4tld in the c:Qptineoo of her hearer's Dind, yot anotMr (ood thi 

time on 1r<mie) oeaning invoeta th• pneooao we havo juat road 1 

thoro the nightingalo 
!'illod all tho deaort with inviole.blo voiC(hu 

So tho Ph1lomel 1'113'tht like so aa.ny ot 4iot•e favourite BJQbola, parforma 

several niJm.ll tJ\nooue tunotions and eo G:Jabl e his verse to n.ebiavo et thn 

some time that oonproesion nnd 1bn._ vealth of overtono which would 

otho'tlf1sG bo impossiblo., 1 

In 'fhe Fh'o Sel'mO:t'l.' the accno 1e Londo)) and the ~o, but it 18 

a \imttleas London. 'l'he riv r 1s tto tOUch SponsGr' s 'l'hom0e as tode.y' a, 

the haunt not Olll.y ot lliaaboth a.nd Leiaestor but of tbll '~phe' end 

th•b com})c'lnions. liot only tU'G they timoleon, but thie otty and thio 

r1Y~r a.%"0 ~p~tativ~ ot nll cities, islands, rivars, lakona tho 

•u~enl City• is all citioe. The wate:m are 'he we.t•rs ot L"tlerl (perhaps 

a. eonectous pun) or of Dabylont 'By the waters ot ~.moon I ant d.om and 

wept .... ' ft.~ oi ty 1o inbabi ted b7 tho tnodem Sweo~ and the anoient 

J'ieher KW«1 tho Lovantine Ut\d$1' and the princE"J ot' !aplee, all unit~d 

in tho via ion of the Greek ~t. 

fJ.'b.o Fieher ti!lg appeue 'f1ehine in the dull canal' in aq~lid 

ourroul'l41ne8. As at tho ~nd of P~ v, the only th121g which 1dnntif1oe 

h.1n 1s the fact th t ho !e. t1shin81 since at l at er otagee of tho Grail 

l egolld's d.evoloptn•nt tbie was t he activity which wae thought to b.s~ 

go.~d him hie title. Ho:re in ''lhe Ptre Sermon• hfl ie identifi$4 aleo 

1 In deo.l1!'.(' with the poem' e raention o~ the rape, OlQS.Il"h Brooks aga.1n 
llhowa th~ wroDB kiud. of interost in abatraot 1nt$rprt'tationa and. 
~holog1onl. •sources• (in hie -~in r.s. tniO!I l Solectod Or1tiquo, 
Gd .. L. Ung~..r (li4nt York 1948) P• 328}. lle nont:t.ona how in one of tho 
Grail mamuoripts 'the eo\U't of tho rieh Pish r Xing VM withd:ra.wn 
froo ~, knovledgo ot asn wh&n certain ot tho ma.ldene who frequentr4 
tho ab:rine wnro raped. • • 'l'h• cursft on the land follows trom 'h1s aot ••• 
~ih thor or r.ot Jar. tniot notiood this passage or intends a l'etereMnt 
tho vi()l&tion of a womo.n umkoe a vory good ey;:1bol of tho p~c&eo of 
aooulariention... Our contompornry vae'ttl land is in l nrgo part tho 
~~ ot our eoi~ntifio aitituda -of our oooplete oceulnrisntton.' · 
Th,.re is no juotifiontion whetever for int&rpret1ftg thG rc.pe as a 
s~bol ot •aeaul.eritsation•, and ~G idea of a •oontG!!l]loraey• wastn 
land o.s Sliot'a wbjeet boge a hoat of ques'tionst eoo PP• 62-66 bolov. 



witb Perdinv.nd prillce of lnplel through the line which echoes Ferd1tumcl's 

•weeping again tho King my fa.'bh()r' a lfr(llcit•. 'l'hia paaa~ of Tho 'l'eamaat 

la one of tho na3or qmbole of The Wastt Landt 't.l'hoee •~ P&arls tllat 

weN bia •7ft • recuJ'e 1n Parts I and II, •!b.ie mueio ortJpt by ne upon 

the w.t ft • comOfJ in Part III. The Phoenician Snilor, of uhot:1 Ht-.daz:l.., 

Soaoatria lll\YG 'fhoe& o.re paerls that W~tl.'G hie eyes • , i.e drovnod. in 

Pan IV. 1 Tlu>ae lin~• of Sbakoapoa.re appear to hav, eonstitut$4 for 

ID.iot ao rtohly OUBGeeti'f'e o. a,mbol that it bel! booome a pet of his own 

group o:r peculiarly persoD&l cyabolo likn Philom&l& and Swoonoyt that is 

~ eq, a pan ot his ea¢l.y 'person 1 mytholoo' in which so many OJmbols 

are oapable of ambivalent uee . Whether or not tho ti tl(l of 'cythologoy' 

io 1\llly jWJt:1f'1od :ln this senflG rot is deb-J.tnblo, 8inOO thore Gl'e flO 

s~ of anr pattern oonneot~ theee personal 8,7mbole othor than that 

artib:1VP.lenco which llni\T ot thom have in common. But somethine l:lko a 

po.ttorn oonneottns a.nother s et of 1J1mbole is found tn Four (lW:l.r_!otet 

and it ie tho p~ss tOlmS.'de ~h e. pattom that ve sao lroedy 

developing in ~he B3Jnbol1sm of The Vasto lAnd. !his proeoae will be 

examined 1n mor 4&~11 lat r in th1a ohaptor. 

!he 'omat p&l!ll'lft«9 (.ll'iel• tJ two eo!'lp and Ferd.immd • e epeeoh 

between then} •eem• to oo::rrftapond tor Rlio" to o. myttt.,.riouu 8N1De of 

illumination Md of oomfon in th aidet ot deeolationJ a. t ooling 1nduoed 

by tho idea of cOQplet tr;yyd'omation whloh the ict.\Be:t7 conv"yg. '.Mln 

pariioular r elavanoe of the linea • ~bolio valu& in ~o Waste J,o.nd ie 

probably beet shown in .Arittl 'tJ &noond. SOtlBt 

nothing or him that doth fade, 
Dut doth autt~ a su.-chango 
Into eome~hing ~ioh end e~rabe~· 

The pattern which ve saw in the paftllel myths ( •l"Gbirth-tb.l'<>ugh-de!lth') 

and 1n th PhilOlll(ll uey1h ( 'beaut,-throUBb-eutf• ring' ) is s~en agn1n hero 

1n a. slishtly different f'ot'ID, but on0 s1milo.r enough tor th" trs.nsfom­

o.tion of bon('\ra into com and eyee into p&arlo to b oomo anothftr 

1 With Aot I Soene 11 of ~ho t'9!!])eat in mind, the tolling belle and 
ct'OwirJB ot the oook 1n Pan V are rominisoont of .AX'iel' a rotmina, but 
there is no r<lOOon to thit1k 'tM.t thie wa.o part ot iliot • e intention. 



(t:tp:t"ttesion of that themo -wbioh %'Un8 l ike an undertono, never st:1~, 

rtabt through th8 po~• nomel~, that %'erunm.l ot lit~ and beaut~ 1\1'0 

brought about thzoough doath, but not ~h%'0U&b thnt barrcm rloa.th-in-lito 

vhioh is the pr&d1oMont ot th$ 11 aste Land r a inha.bita.nte. '!'he eyen 

llhit"Jl booome pes.rla al'tl <lead eyee l but th0Y are also 11ko thf:l oorpfH'~ 

whioh sprouts oorna thoy deny complnto clooa;r and dissolution b~ tho 

implication nlwayn ot ~ ~~nngo •tnto soo~thtng rich~ otrP~~ · , Sliot 

eeeo th~ lifo within tho corps& as wAll ae ita rov~rse. ' the skull 

beneath thn skin*. fhooe ~ 'tthicp re. of imoc>r~.lity• in wbioh nnu 

11£o o:r now b<~cuty- proceeding f%'01D d~"\.th is more than an ironical 

paradox, as in th poom of that Mm«'t 

Daffodil bulbs t:natoad of balla 
s~ froa th~ aoekete of the OIO&l 

But lite out of death, thouah eoMtantlf hintttd at in thie vq, 1a nevor 

eta.tod in th poom ae on oxplioit fao'$1 'l'he lfaate LanA represnnta a 

etaBo of '3liot • a thoupt Nld feoling which, while pointing tho vo.y to 

it, liee aom., diotn.noo from A!h~~dneadaz Part II. 

Tho connoction of th~ Fisher ting with this 1J!Regt symbol of 

t:rnwgforma11on reintol'O~tJ hie n~hol<>gieal connection with the potential 

trnnsforcation Qt the Wa tP. Land. ltiaa Ieaton sponks of him ne •a b ing 

eem1-d.iv1n~, semi-human, attutding between his po<>pl and land, and the 

uneeon torooe Which control thoir d$8'Uny' ' and on· the subjoot ot hie 

titlft (att-ribuied in later voraiona 'to bin I!Upposed. Mtivity of fishing) 

ehe qu~ · ee anotb~r soholar who ase()x-18 that • the P1oh WllS sacred to thoec 

4&1 ties uho t1oro supposod to 1~~ men bnok :t.rom tll4" shadows of detlth to 

lito • • 1 In th$ p~ao~t pa.aoage ot •The JP1ro Somon • t tho • oha.dowc of 

death' arA evident in tM ~s of mta, bonoo, and '"lhite bod.1ee ncked 

on th low damp ground •s but th re is no ~licit otan ot n.,v life. 'l'ho 

!'ieh•r i:i:c hcaro inatMd tho ro.ttlirls ot bon s an4 th~ sounds announcing 

Sweeno)'1s approach to trs Port-er. 

the homo which brhlB SwooMy U«t a v~iled l"aforeno to thoet\ vhioh 

1 Froa~ wal to .ROQ8llco (Doubleday .Anohor Books, How Yolk 1957) ·p.g: t 6, !27. .. 
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bring Actaeon to D1a=, ae Eliot pointe. out 1n hie Not •• B•re ve hnvo 

another 1no1dental ~ologioal tlllusion. 11 1o 1eola.tod in ita ocOt~ 

renoo and has not the i.m.por1uu1ea ot the Philomola ;r.,ter-enoes, but ! t ia 

worih no\inc 'hat he:re too tho 1ntontion may bn onl;.r partly ironicBl t 

tor vhil »rs Port,\r 1c no soddo•e and hardl7 ohn te, h(tr rolntionehip 

with SVeene,- is c rtn.inl.7 no .!2£... atBril~ than ~t betve n DiM 1\Jld 

j ctaoozt. Tho -vir£1n sodd&ea le in the 11 tttral Beneo juri no bo.r:rMl ~ 

the ilnate Land, and Acta.eon•o View ot her naked bod7 in no morfll fruitful 

than ~ ot Swn•noy's 'Jal&one. F2ul this 1m otm 'Ot».:o ~foming that 

'£ho Waoto k!!!4 • a judnpoo1 t1otl of proeant nnd pa•t, and of 'roAl • vorld 

and 'r(Y'tb • world, is not Me1'f)ly for the purpooe of ironic oontrr.urt 1 the 

a1milnritiqe ~ oftnn mo~ bacio than tho contraato, oapoo1ally whara 

tho contnl st~r111ty tbeae is O<>noc-mod. 'l'he ·~oto LMd it nlf ie o. 

mTthologlcal eJ7abol, nnd the%8 ie tileretoro no J't)UOU to wppoeo tba.t 

all J."()fcl'Otlcoe to myth•tiguroa are intended M symboln of fenili b in 

oontrast to tho ett.d'ility of -.he W'eete LAnd. 

'l'be on~Jbd aorohn.nt of a<bme Soeostrie 1e Jlr :!Jilgenideu, the 

~~ morohMt. 'l'ho fiBU1'e of tho LOVN11ine tmdor ePlgBflata no myth, 

but doee 1'1.'11'1ind u• of t:is• Uoeton'a theory the.t tho m1fjtor;y cults 

oonneot~d with tho dQath-and~birth mythe ver$ dieD~~t~d b.1 soldi rs 

Nld merchants tro::1 tho LO\"'.nt. Nothil'l8 ot tho sort ic boine disooaino.tod 

by l r ~idea. bat he oorri.-,s on hie b ok (tl\Qt wbioh ade.tl$ Soooetria 

1ma forbidden to see) ouaht probably to bavo boon 'the eocret of 1ni t1.-

a tion into n w lift~ through th oul t, but turns out to be no tl01'6 tbtm 

a pookot tull of ourratrts. lfor dooe hie 1nv1. tat1on bear th,_, ae.rke of 

DJl1 proeeeo 1.-.nding to fruitful I'Clnewal. On this pnaeasc tho cot~eont ot 

Cleanth BroOke 1s.ueetul• 

ltr. ~nicleo, 1n t errae ot hie former fUnction, oupt 1Jo be 
1nvi tine tho protBBOniet to an ini tia.tion into tho oaourio oul t 
Whioh holda the necrot of life t but on the roalietio ourfn~ of 
th poem, in h1s invi'\ation to "a weekend at tha eil:'opolo" ho 
ie really inv11ing hil:l to a. bomoeezual d.obauch. 'l'bo homosexuality 
ia ttaoor~i~ and nov e. ttcult" but a Telfl different cul" boa tb.r\t 
which Mr. ')lgtlftid.oa Ollah't to r.pre•Nl.t. Tho !nd of th~ new 
oult ia uot 11t'e but, 1ron1oally, •torility. 

1 1'.s. lliota A. Selootod Ct:itigu~, od. L. Unger (Jew tol'k 1948) P• 333. 



This :I.e o-ne of the few •piaodes in whi«lh tl1o !mpUf!od oontrest is pun~ 

:l~nio l11 thmlt addi tionnl ov&rtonce ot siwiln~i t,- in a-nitlB ~tweon ih~ 

tSUrfaoo GVent nnd. the Rllusion. Tha.t is to at\1, it is the td.cplQ 

•svoeMJ :'3rnct' typo of contrast, not the .or<J oomplo.x •sweenoy Among 

'th N1sht!n6nlc • tne which !a much moro ohar&otfl'ictto ot Tlu! Vasto 

J£a.nd., lfhe 1-ro1'1,1 ie 2!'0intol'O~ her$ b7 the m roha.nt•s trivial oonnec.tiono 

with v~sotation, gl'Odh and ~1tfu1nostu hi• dried fruit, hia unsb&VNl ... 

nose t Nld hie nat\e - • ~eni.dee • • 

At thf.l oont ot the poem, proeiding ov r the scene whioh foaua~• 

all tho Werrt,. LMd'a b&U'!'On\'108• 1n th~ meanill&l<»ls, posaionl(\•s and 

futile ooupl113g of n mtm and a. woman, is firesiaa. T~th()r \lith the 

'hrot pack b lendt:t aome un147 to tho 1solat d opi~ea. ll'ho Tarot pnok 

baa ade po8eiblo tile diven1 't7 of aoane and oharaeter whilo at the oano 

time ognn~tetihg th plan ot th• poem to th,. llcy'tl.\ic 'th e. Lenrte hne 

euDJa.ed up two ept1C'te of ite usnfulnfttun 1 ... ~ting, n.s it doee, 

destifJy, obMc nnd the etemal ID)l'8tttriec, 1'0 nt once intiMtae tho 

soope o£ th .. poea, tho od of 1-ta ccmt plation of lit •. Alec, being 

oonn oted b7 lUes \:eeton with ottempte to prcd!ot th~ ris«' nnd fall of 

tho v tors which brought fruittulneae to th~ land, it •ht:le affili tiona 

with fertility ~tual, ana. eo lends 1tMlt pGcmlU.:rly to r 'Bl1ot•e 

p~se'. l In n oitlilar wa;y 'l'i~s1a is uanM t he too 1a conn ~e4 

With destin¥ and th~ ctol'%llll rqet rloa, he 0an tor•tell th(l fu~, and 

hie sexual •~enCG oombineo the oxporionoo ot both man and VOIIfln• Ro 

ts therefore th ideal m ana ot ubi t1llg ll '$ho ohnX"AO'O•ro of th• pOt!m 

into on() uni:ti~d vieion, includizl6 both soxoe. His vision is n kbld of 

arch()type ot the ~..r1erum and. oonoc1ousnnas of all mankind• it is in 

him tlut.t thn n.ll~lusiv~ bul:.mn coMciouannsa of the poom 1" fooused. 

Graver Smith ap"t-17 ouma up b1o ttmction by analogy v1 th Levin Onrrollt 

'll'irooias' h AYB• *io thtl ~N.Gifl8 t:tRed. Xinlr of th poC~C•. 2 As ho 

wtohe• tho tJPi&t and olol'k, we are r~;ttinded of '\h tor.r bout th~ 

1 ~ov ~ in '!3611eh .Poetq (DeW! edn. 1950) PP• 96, 97. 
2 !f,1S. Sliot' , P,OO't!Z apd;, Plt11! (3rd limv. 1 Chicago 1960) P• 68. 



can give uttemne to no proph.,tio hopo. 'l'h~) bar~oe of thta Was~o 

Land ie pe.rt of bia Olfll ph~1o!'tl fld spiritual experl.enoea it 1• not 

11mitod to the 8BO ot th(!) tn>iet &md al l'k .. 

(And I 'lireei3S havo foronftered. all 
ttntsotod on thin eamo di~ ott b dJ 
I who have sat by Thobee belov the wall 
And wlkod amone tl:& lowftat of' tho dead •) 

In l'nn IV appoaro th drovnod Pboenictan Sailor SP&n by tfa~ 

sooostris. Sh told Mr client to 'Fear de11th b7 va1or', but t tb.- snm@ 

timo the potont1nll7 trnnatom1ng !)lr.l.lity or euob a d.ath w. c hint"'d at a 

''l'boat) aro poarls tlmt ttot'n his eyoe.' !hue the 6:rownillg of Phlobl'le 1o 

pJ'OViding lltil vi th ~t aJlother of tn1ot • typioa.ll,y embivalent images • • On 

the CJUl'fUe lovel it ia M ~ ot d.os,ruction and diBeolution, nnd 

death b7 wa~r is indeed, ae lmdamo Sono.atri& observ.fta, IJo:tething to be 

fen;Mt tb.G ot1d of Put IV Ul"gtte uo to •consider Phlobaf!l, ., ho w. ono 

hMdaomn and tall an you.' on the oth r M.nd thf'l pa.seBB~ has a. ~t~~i­

oualy o::>.tharti.o ffoet. fhn 1D n teolins ot :!!'( elution, etillll~ae and 

rooono111a.t1cm Gk1n to that in tho short lyric of Burnt Borton Part IV, 

or 111 tM linoe d&ecri.bing e~ L ader ill 'il~iumplml raroh'. a B~noe or 

t"tl'lt~ring 1nto r~oeo. 'l'he image of clftanai.na ( ~~ bones b• ing atrippPd 

bGr~ ot flesh) nloo ~as aomothine 1n <Jom:~on with thone imatreo which givo 

6sh-11s@.:1ed.nz Pert II :1to oerono, pu:rg~d :tooling. PhlC\be.o is stripped ot 

all hia flooh o.ncl tbe yaare of hie 11fa , and s s to bG ent~rina 3 

rAn&ved 'kt of innoO«''IlC a1; • the at ill point of th$ turning wo:rld' • 

A QU.l'Ttmii under soa 
Picked hiB bones 5.n whispers. A& he res~ and. tell 
IfG paeaod tho stagoe of h16 IJ.8A and youth 
Ent eri!lg the lfhl:t-lpool. 

This •Jntnring the whirlpool• does not <'onvelT th nme aonee ot :f'Util1ty 

and detJtruotion th t we find .in the lfi.nd (a whirlwind?) ot 'Geronticm• t 

l>$ !ailho.ehe, tro'Boe, M.ift . Oommnl, whirled 
Boyonrl the oircui t of the eh.Ud~ring !nt:Lr 
In fractured atcme. 



It euggoets tnoteed an app~h to th,, otill point nt tho eontr& vhero 

all £lOY :tent and stillnoBA nl'0 r0conoili!Mi, vhero denth bJ wn.tor tl!\y bo 

Gol)n u s!m!>l:r th8 pl'Olud, to underso1t~g ,., 04m-o~ into •oooethine 

l"ioh nnd ntrarlg • • In thia r:mneo tho anilor from th" Law..nt to Ul'lder­

goillg a kind ot b!\Ptiaoal im:Uo.tion into tho soo~t of life. Tho trbol~ 

pBODIIBG, Wbioh etUmot be intl9rpr tf'ld sir:spl.7 on thf' lovol of ney onn 

m&anine explicitly givon, ~11 e ~in th~ poes1bil1ty of rnbirth 

t~ doBth, N1d th~ 'otripp1ng' hinto o.t that 1doal of n.ocee1s wtiob 

rematnod untoouend in ,.~bing Noembling ll l'tll1R1aue context unt1l 

Part II ot A!b;...Vedn~!!Nl· 

!he olose E.\Mlog v1 th Dlsiot\1 etruo~ 1thioh Wf3 find in thn 

(llartato 1s a~q foraelmdoved hore in :t'ho Waste Landt for na.tural 

rb~btle a oo to illd-iooto that tM point a't whioh lyrical or 81':101-

lyrioal reaolut1on should aoma 1e tho oootion 1mm~~tolY proon41ng tho 

l11st. ·,11.1' 1h1s ahould b& co ie d1fficul t to d1«WWV..,r. It is o. tllf\trflor 

inti!mtely ~~latod. to ,hnt raa;r bo oolled the instinct tor foS'L'lt tho 

J'QD.oona aro O.B unooncoiouo ne tho :t'l.l&uone vhy a cadenza and eoda ehould 

b~ eo en.ti fyin/J at ~bo conclusion of novomont 1n sOl'l:)..tn f'om. In 

ouo-h & p.'.lo~ os 'DPo.th by Vator•, the 1'h3'thae are ao uuoh a part ot 

tb.ft mON'lina aa th~ worde thcmnolv~e 1 tor atto..."lpte to «etraot n. 'onMinP.' 

froD tho \TONO alon miss th() nansstion of etilln sa end rt'loolution. 

Orovez- Smith, for installofl, thinko ot Phl•b~B ae ,eroly nnothor oharoot(lr 

\tho 'disint~t e in "tra.otured ntot'JB~ •. 1 'l'hie 1o inad.oque.ta. Novb~ro 

cor~ than horo ia thea undGrlJinn taythologionl pattom COJ'o elooely 

rolatod to ·tb rb3'thl:t1o qovwaflnt of tbl') vera~. ti1os Oa1'dn91't noticirlg 

thle rhytb.tl• epeake of tho paesago'a •aueB,.stioll of on Sn."'lffa.blo pea.oe, 

a panBt\Bt' backlmrd throu,eh t\ droam, to a dl'eamleaa elenp in whioh the 

etain of 11rtrlg io tmebed e.wny ••• ' 2 At tb . ond of ' 'l'h0 Pi~ Soaon' 

St. AUSW-"Jtino and tho :SUddha v~zoo aced to 1lluetmtn tho ambiwlont 

na~ of i"17:et ite pow('r of dQotruot:ton {which inolud.on th~ bumina of 

ettd'ile lust) and ita powor of pureationJ in 'Do~th b~ att.ll' ' th~ 

1 
2 
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sittiluly ar:tbi'Ve.lent natur of wat&r ic Gllg8(totoclt as an ~nt of 

df\Struotion a.nd decay, and n.a n moons ot ol<'aneinB M.d. pugntton. Its 

further oig.nifietUlO as a br~ of tru1 tf't.llnoaa ie emphas:S.acd in ~nrt 

V, vhel"' tho 'hirst of the doa~rt ftl'flinda us of the • enony Nb'bish • 

o~otion of Part I. 

'l'hin 1'innl Pari, ' What the Thu.nd r mdd •, begine vith n ocrica of 

ckiltully ch.oeon tlnQ&(')G whioh oombillo vivid particuleri 17 ( 'tol"'hlight 

rod on svoaty taoeu•} with a.ooa.tiv.., t;tmomli13" ( ' Prioon rmd pn.lacn a.nd 

3!'e"Verboration /Of thunder') to OU88tl~t the passion of Christ without 

n~ hit~. Tho ~n foJ: thie ie tl1• aM<'I as tho rc-..'lson for not 

~in« Oe1r1o n.t tho end ot ''l'he .asrial of th• D.oo ' t Eliot oan thus, by 

usirJe p:reoiae ~ with indetinitol~ extmndin6 X'ipploa of £1.saoo1ation, 

eJU68~Bt botk onet p~iou.lftr d\"ant and. n.leo o. g9nern.l1 m:oh~typ 1 pattmm 

of' 'lVtmta. Thu one myth 1 1a :tployad in lfUOh a wa:s as to indionto e. 

etttl()ml tqthologio 1 pnttom • ~s fi~O of the p se~ t 

Th6 refel:"Mll& io untrl.etakn.ble. Yot it is not only Ohriot 1 1 t is 
a lao thl!l H8lll!'ed God and a.ll tho aaor1fic~1. godtt • ri th tho 'thtu'lder 
of opring• • Adonia, A1rUe, Oeiris' a.n4 all tho othors of l'2l2, 
Gold~Ut ~ come in. And tho 'aeonY in st0fl1' plao,.,a• io not 
moroly t Agony in th GlU'dcn J 1 t ia ftl.o the ~ny ot the 
• ant$ lAnd, int1'0du.ond 1n ihe tirat •t'otion ••• 

In a. word, tb~ ovont is an.ny GVtlnta. 'fb!'\ ftGOllY ot tho lltlEJtn Lnnd ic 

token up oeatn in tb dosort eoonf"'' wh1eh followo 1 •Jto~ 1o no Vf\tn:t- but 

oth~r jO'Ul'ney& • the walk w "l::m~o t an Antarctic oxpl'di t,_on, the appt'O~b 

of a ~t to thn Chapel Poriloue. liot ~e in hio notoa that hn 

aasooiat~e t he l e.ng'.'d 4\n of the Taa-ot puk with the boodod t~ who 

is glimpeed. in th ~UB p8SOD;fie I t\iho 18 the thiM '"ho nltM.ys \1Blka 

bility ot pnrallnla with other aituationn and ~~nto is not ~oluded. 

(On& lY mllol io with a. polu ~od.ition mon"tion<"d by Uiot.) 'l'ho tnot 

1 !he gospel otor, of tho paoaion nnd rnsurrootion· in horo cloarly ue~d 
as a ayth, einoo 1b whole point ot tho ptl.808f!-o 11f'8 in ttt' "toA.tmrnn 
which it aooran with VM!'iaua mytho of dontr arn1 r~birth. Ito ue ae 
a myth in a 11 tftrary oonterl do&a not mean that aD3' quootiona of 
hietorloitr are bocgftd 1n nith~r d1rootionJ no~ is any oo~ion 
nth BultaMm'a ~holog!stng of th Gosp~lo impliod. 

2 .New Beu!Nf! in !'!Slieh Po;ntrz Ciew dn. 1950) p. 9B. 



'thllt th• spoak r can only s the hood4ld f'igur& out ot the com.r of en 

eye, and that •mwn I count; thea aro only 3CU and I toen~~r•, aa1na in 

e1gnifioano lihen wo 1'0-'!lomboJt tha'* m~e 3oaoetrie did not firld the 

Ranged an. 'l'h ~ e.etto to b thQ hin'C that ft.tll rocogni tion of "tb~ 

Rar)8ed. Xo.n algbt bo a. rMana ot attaining tcrU.liV tor tl1, Uneto ~ 

cmd 1t• t.rihQb1ttlllta1 and tbua that thP. de tb-end~birib p~tt m may 'be 

the f!Olution tor wbiob 'lirosiae (and thore~ore all the poreona of the 

po ) io wn1tifl8. The d.ia.c1p1os 1fho hoar tho ~erbemtion 'Of thunder 

of sprir16 w r diotant mOl.lllte.ino • 4o not ~ecognirse in epJ:1ntf thunde~ the 

poas1bi1ity of nov lito. ~l' NDi«n t homeolveo 1nttif1Ad to in(\rtin ~nd 

denth 1 · Ilo who wae livi:ns io now dead 
l'G who vttro liTillB al.'() now d.ytns 
l ith n littlo patinnoo 

Pane IV cmd V eepeoially aeno to imp1y ~t 1 t ie not so rmlOh in ~e 

oompleto llbotulo~ of n eoluiion a.e in the fBilu:re to :rsootmJ.ae onl'}, tha'\ 

the VGrpatuation of th& Waote Landto nieh~~o lios. 

It ausi b emphaa1eod t hat a.ll tboso are no mol'~ thnn binte. Eliot 

dotts not attt>mpt to otter ~ oxplioi't solution, And nt tho Vfl:q end tllf.' 

nightm~ is ri1ll Wlraaolvod oxcopt tor tba Ml.t-ll"'nio bonodictton. 

!he o~bol• whioh aigh'b ht~.v b."\d a. tl'Ollofor..;!SJw oftcot tl.rtl oimpl;v merced 

in tho tlnos of other phontamaagona liko ~~-eas in fl drools, S.natMd ot 

being, ae th JUl'lSiGn would. any, gmspod o.nd hold b,. tho conao1ou$ Dint\. 

I\ is not until A!h~tdp~oA!l that GXplicit solutions Qnt~ Sliot 'o 

poetry, 1n tho tom of o. Cbrietion ntJOetioiem. Ho~ in 'lho ~~aute ktnd, 

tlTon :ln tho 'll:ll4mlf!J PQ aago, thoro ic no rettl statomont ot on;r solution, 

lot alono a opocifionlly Christian ono, to th~ onntrnl prodiona~t. 

Christ on thG :road to 

on tb o~ lavol an tho oprouting of thp, oom-god or OVe!l th oloanai.ng 

ot tM drowniJd eailor•o boqt and it io notable thnt theeo panM{!t's aro 

writton in such o. 'iltJ.'8' thGt uo.rning or f'Mr't intrtood of Vitd.on t'.lld 

1"cco¢tion, ~ tho ~in f(laturae ot tho epl'\akr}r•e attitude in each 

cnee. ('fh irony ot Pari IV li~a in tho f'aot that tho penootul ~ 

1ndieut that d.oepor, r1oh•r t304"l.n1ne Which is nbe.nt t.rol'l th 'eurf'aoo' 

of th~ ws.mintJ, ttlmost sinieter, worde.) 
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'fM doocription of the Chap~l Perilouo eholl8 that no solution haa 

beon nnobGC!s to:: whel'OAs it ouaht to bo a acGn of teoU~ whore a 

kni.ehi trJtJ:3 • by nsking 'the right quee•ions O%' und,_rgoitlg t\ tria.l by ~r.ror t 

brill« n.bout the b,('e.ling of the :ricb~r IiftB an~ th" rootomt1on ot 

ffWrtillt:r to 'tho Wnete LMA, 1t itJ dotaerted. It 1• eituated in & 

·~ hol • among tho mountains (porbaps that '»end mounts.~ mouth of 

OG~101lf!l 'l eth that ee.rmot spit•) ond 1o inhnbitod onl7 'by the rind. !'b.A 

li'fo-sivinB Ordonl by tWaterloue appui\ione (mentioned bJ r 1 • Roston 

u Cbapt r XIII of b~r book} 1o abennt horo. Only d:.ey bonne a.r~ proeent, 

and 'lJ%7 boneo oan 1uu.'D no on • • a J'le'gati•e at\itu.de ~ich contn.stn 

etrone17 ri th the song of tho bon e ih Ach..U~ru!ez II • !he crowing ot 

th<& cock ~JUCgeats both oook~ ant t$ligsumt triumph at th.f' tnil't12ro of a 

ditJOiple, wh th r 1t b a nu~etina ~t 01' a. G!lllil m titlh(l1'maJ'l. 

Thn whol of P~ T rMd• tar mor~> lik nieht::na.:N than th~ rt"Bt of 

'rhe vaete Lo.nd, axo•pt perh3p:J f~ 1ho 'Unr.al City' pae~ c.t ~o t-nd 

ot Part I. '!tho vorld ot ' '.tha:t th ThUDd«"r aaid• 1a e. vorld of miraa~ and 

halluoill tion, or in Whiob :a1rago 1'\M bnlluci:n tion o nnot bo dio~ine'­

uishod from 1'9"\lity. 'Ph air ie Ml ot apparitions B8 w~ll as soundsa 

rod tno~, hooded f18u:roa; hordes evamtna and stu.trabling in del'ort plAo,o, 

fo.llillg towers, A woman• hair, bate with bab7 faces, blaok&ned walls, 

Ol'Owing ooc.k. in theh of lightning, aoundo o'f e~ Md laGontation, 

vhiopttra, vbietltng, voicoo einBin4 out of hollow plMee, th" vind s1.rlging 

through tho 6%'BS8, n.M, recurring th:ro~ ou•, diotcrlt thundor. 'l'he iJnagoa 

oorNe7 un impll'etlsion of oomplate dieintogfttion and ohnoe ( whC~>.n h~ wrottll 

niot do:riv€'4 i.=g&8 tro;n th th • 0~ -!:lstom 'JU1'0f)G. e dieint~tion} • 

.A%1 oba04n0 horro:t- is oot'J1lUr11CG'ed 1n th moe~ CJUr.r~linio pao~ a 

A ~ dr w hf\r lon...~ black hair out tight 
And t'icldlod whiaper aue1o on thoo otrtnae 
And bate with babt fac(te in th~ violet lisbt 
'ihiotled, cmd beo.t thnir lfinga 
AJ.ld ero.vled h d do'M'l'Mlrd down a blnokenod wnll 
.A.Jld upeid$ down in nir lfjl)l'a towo'l'G 
Tolling ~iDia~nt b lla1 th t kept the hours 
.And vo1coe ninaina ou.~ ot empt:~ oist me and oxlmuetod unlls. 

no conscious e ning on.zt bo orli'QCtoo from thio pa.soaee, e.nd n.tt('t"1pte to 

do 110 (11kn thnt of Oloanth :8%ooka 1n his oaaa~) C'.ro m1aguidacl. !'htt 

imaa . • simply etam o thoy fU'EJ, n.a a moa.nG of conv~ n sAneo of 
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hoZTOr1 dieguat Gild obaoss thou eft&ct upon ua tt\k o pl oe more on th~ 

subconscious levol at which lli8ht rae ere QPc:tri8110~, thtln 111 the 

conscious mind whioh aoflko out nK'anirl«B • !hq are not rwth-ir'Jng<ts • but 

like m~-mae•e they e.ch:levo their impact on the imtleiMtion ttnd DOt on 

the lM<'\tson. 1 fh~ short pass~ juat b tore thin one, 1J'1 Which r.!liot is 

oonse1oua omone oth r tb:lll6o of the deonr of ·;astorn "Uropo, aombinfls a 

aor archetypal quality 'rith ita dreamlike f'eat111'ea to BllgB~st tho 

disintegration of oivilieation • the use of question farsa ins toad o~ 

statomont, thn vorda 'hooded •, • nclloos •, 'horison • , combino to produce 

tbie quality, toge~hftr with tho 'catornal lafilentation' whiCh reminds us 

or bohel (lor~ lltl5) 01- Hecuba or Niobe or allot theso tOBOthor. 

At •ho end of tho poe::t tlO boalirlg or !~ri111ty hao been obte.inoda 

the land ia etill t.U'id and the protagordet ( appoa.ring once more ~ a 

'fishcman, perbapn th Fi8hor King) speake cd p~ariJle for deaths 'Shall 

l at leaet BOt 07 land& in Ol'der? • \ih1l th" vol'de of th• thWldor 

oonta:ln a. hint of rntroahml"ltt and order ( 'G1Ye1 - •s~thiso• .. nnd. 

teoat1'01 1 ), ~ho blaok ol-ouds bM»«iDB lif'e-61Ving min ~ still •ra.r 
dbrtant•. Significant fragoente of a polyglot oultue are all that 

rena.inet to g1ve f .. blo support 1n a Biat ot opir:ltufll andit3't ' The 

fragments I have shored oe&1nat r.ry ruiM'. :But the ODinoue o.tmoeph~re 

of tho whole ot P rt V m3k • it n OC)8fJn:r7 that on tho laot 10h."\nt1h• vc 

tOG-1 the-re ia mm:t~t to cotM which Vo are not parmi ttod to o. The thro~ 

told bleao~ oombi~es a a~ of roe~tion with n faint whiapor ot 

reaesumnoo. 'l'he hint n.t n promise ot rain, fertility, robi!tth, 1a 

n«Ver oxplioit but 1• nov ~tbelcss present. 

Caoairor Et&ld that •In a Ott~in aenoo tho wholo ot tqthionl thought 

aay be intorpreted ae n oonetant and obattnnto naantion of the phcnomonon 

ot doeth' • 2 Jt is true tba.t thore !c no auoh thing ao a •st~rilitJ' myth'. 

1 Of inwaat hel'e ie Uiot 'a roaark, in th Pr~ttao& to hia t1'a.rl11lo.t1on 
o~ Annb3eia by St.-John Pe%'8o (B~Viaod ecln. 1959 t P• 10), that ' There 
i.e " logic ot the ~tion ae vell as a logio o~ oonoftpta. t In the 
sue plactl he says of Peroe' c po~m 1 1'1'he r.ader baa to allolf tho imacoo 
to t-all into his a<dllOry euooeaaivt)ly without queotiolrl.ng tho rrn:-.sonablo­
noaa of each at th moaenta co thn"• n't tb• ond, c. total eff'~ot is 
p:roduood..' !he eame 103 ba on.id o~ ~hie \lf\8'e LM~ posoago. 

2 ~ , !S!& onJIBn (Yale 1944) P• 64. 
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S1e~1lit3' app~ onlr as an oloment in fnl"tility JJcy'thu. So f':IY4n 1n 1to 

dopiotion of etorili t7, *Phe Waft-h. LaD:l cannot help !rap lying til.rough ito 

mythologioal • ounding-bon!'d • 1bo poeeibility ot ~nenl a1'1Cl f(!tr11lit;r. 

'l'hia nxplM.na bow ud Bodkin w: able to d.i300'f'er in The Vaate Land vhat 

ehe oalled, in Jlmgian 'lerntet th 'patt m ot mbirth'. 1 

Dut Vhil th aterilit,-tertili~ o.ppoaition and tho hint of rnbirtb 

~ tho more 1'0adil;r n;r>pl"(I!Ciabl~ ff'ln.turea o'f --n1ot '11 'mythical mnthod • 1n 

'l'lle Yaoto Lattj, tile:te 1e aloo an elG3 nt in his uao of imaoo%7 which 

toroohe.dovs tho mythioal na-.hodt and indoed tha 'per•otml. mythology• ot 

the Four g.ta.r-;~t • lfha:~ prooiao}f thi persoml llcy'thologr oonsieto of 

ia th9 eOl'lo :m ot a ltder ohaptflrt lmt one of its moot etrlking charao­

tea?iotice 1e tho eense of unit~ it1 di'\*'oraity brough1 about by th~ ambt­

YO.lenot~ of Ule'l il:aee and tbo reconciltn.-.ion of opposine ~a • ot 

ilnneoa, that ie, which n.pp~ar to be in opp(Jei tion to each oth~r until 

their uo~ be.oia eiJiilal'ity ie demonnratad. '!'his Qmbi't'alenae of uingl'<' 

~s and l"'econciliation of opJ>oaillg i1nag0c a both apparent in !!lt 

\lnato Laad, long b fore they plny th.,i% cajott rile 1n .FO\U' ffia.riett. 

'Sliot • a han411ng in 'l'hg laate hN!1 ot tho 'brad1 ttonal tour • olemonto' , 

and hia attitude to time, provide exanpl • of this 8ltlerging aothod . 

It ie no-t only m thn Q.t!.lt !a that tho eleaonta ot air, et}rth, tiro 

;md n.to.r play a m!\jol' &7fl'b011o rtllo. 'they do 1!10 in The. ltaeto Land, but 

h~~ tb.&ir signlf1oMce is obaour d b7 tho por.m' * not ha.v~ a tourtold 

bUot~. · rth, tiro, wo.to.r and ~ir azo lea.d.ing 91Dbol~ %'eepoctive)3' 

in P~s lt Itt, IV and 1. !h•il' titlt')e boar this outs '!l'he Dul"ial ot 

~., Doad • , 'The Fire s.roon• 1 'J&tl-'th b;r Vater•, 'Ylmt th!'! Thundttr aaid' • 

?csri II is ill a ve-;ey roo.l •enao, aa we chall e~, th,.. exception Which 

p1'1:WC"'S the rule. .But in th other four paris it in not th nere pres no 

ot th el~centf! as in>.Bg-os whioh 1a impo:J.'twlts it is th 1r ambivnlm1t us.,. 

ln 'The Burial ot th• Detad' earth a.ppcn-.J>a a.a tl\n element which both 

l'OCeivoo the dend. and brine& fonh all tJI4!Ul•r ot growth and 11f<'• On tbi'J 

onn hat1d it 1 aeaooi ~ad with 'by atone' and. '& hnndful ot dUot' J on thft 

o"her hand it ia th• SOUl'C$ ot lit , wb•ther of hy:\cintho or ot the com 



evroutblg t:rom tho buriod sod. It le thn e~bol both o-t doatruction and 

o-r l:'N\owl. fto same ie tw~ ot ~b ot tho oth&r ttlo:a~nte . In P~ In 

the • Dumt.re 'bUttlitlg burning bt.mWtg• may h oonetrued. a ei tb r '\he 

bum1zla ct storllo lustll or tho firo of ptU'Ct\.\1on which rl".CCV<:le the.t 

luot t but 0\U!' n~ot.ation of tb() il:k"\G4' • e function 1e 1ncoopleto unlnes 

wo corustrue it o.o botll ot thnao thinse at on<'~• Like Dtm.tC\, <l)-1.1ot Dfl.kt's 

a ebplo, fun~tal ~a do ~"' dm\1 of workJ vn remombor thnt on 

the navtmth oomioe of l"ount ~toey llanto•s tiro hn8 th? oe:"n dllt\1 

eignlt'103Q0tt, etandin8 tor th luot llb1oh ie l>Gt»g puniahed a~ lfl"'ll aa 

tor the as<'n' ot ~tion. llo mu111t t'\lso bMr in mind tbl\t CVfUl th1e 

double oonnotat1on doos not noeoei)Uily 02'hnWlt t~ e!l;n1fie~c of tho 

il:ulgo t tt1o tc.ct irJ oorely that tf~ oa.n r~co¢~ heN at lc ttt two aOf.l&a 

in Whioh it opc:-a.teo. In Part J:V the wet r is, o.a uo havo ooon, both 

d&atruotivc (d~) nnd rostomtlve (cloMeine)• on the pooltivo ni.d.<>• 

vnt•r nlt\Y of counn bo l1f~1:ving !la voll ao cltoa.noitlfh 'l'h1s ie Olt".aror 

1n the imgoo of Pori V, 1ther& tb cieoiro to~ min is n 1~ th~f 

but tho eee. lts l:t 1e cepnblo ot opemtU~B e.e a li:t~ving o~bol. .&e 

V.teu Brndbrook ~· ' 1111ot hM n f(tn etrong ana eE\nt~l s~bole, o.o 

h9 hna n tow strone en4 oen~l thomos, and 1;ho MB ae the pr!.nal eo\U'Oo 

ot life end etlet'BY io ono of the most im~tant.' 1 J'ina.Uy 1n Part V t 

'lt1la.t the Thunder eald', thf) dC1.1:l.in1lnt elettont is a.ir, used oga.in 1n M 

cmb1val-ont mlN'• It io th~ oleoon' in wh1oh are Gl;Perienoed. 11 kinds of 

m~o and bt'llu.c1na.tiona, decoptivo eiehto and sounds. On 1t ~ 

etn"rlcd lamentina vo1o(llo, M4 a1tdoae 'tilnclo bloll about thf'" empty ohtlpel. 

Bomo on tho aS.r is tho sound of tbundo:ra BOlnetimGD t\l"'J and otrri.lo, as 

in moot of PQ.1't v, o.nd oom,tiaoo (toln\rdo the ond} nth at loaat the 

hint of a. promisa of 11fo-ei'rine mt.n. In moat of Tb! "fnttt(!t Loog., aa a.t 

tho b~ of ~eh...,odn~f!tli!lt it is ' Smallo:r o.nd (Utyer than tbe will'. 

Jut ~ tha Md o'f 'UhGt tho Th'Ul'lder .a.1d' it is clear thnt uo o.rc to 

roSdd tht- a.1r ao potfUltiel.ly a bringor of life Gil well on or • a~hereal 

Nllours•, 

1 a.c. lrndbrooka 'l',S. TQ.iot (lloviend edn. 1958) P• 11. See also the ond 
ot 'Pruftoook', ~~ the em. of pt Cokor, and 'rho p;z Salyat;!• 
for itlportant {tiiidOaoetit:los n:1bivalent) soo-s)'mboliCitl. · 



The tmportano~ of this ~bi~~l nt uso ot tho el~te in Bllot•o 

Pttrtf4r::al r:&tthology wUl b.J ~er ~ "'lltod on 1n tht) ohnpt"ll' on th 

lQ\1.~ S9H1otp, 1Jhero 1 ts tnost: »>tt\blo OOOU1'%'hnoo 11!1 p%'0b3b11 tho paasaco 

on tire in Z.,,1t'tl;~ Gi,Mf:M ~ lV • ln 'l'h~ Vane ls!!¥t t !' (or the laok 

of it) iff ol~ . .,.rly the tlo.t im,porii'IJ'lt ot tb_,o. &1•. ntal imat!ce 1 plo~ 

a• lt dot'S • llaj(»f ~~ 1n tho :U:t.~ outside PaJ't IV an woll as in it. 

I~ ~ins to caminl) P~ II, which wa.f'J oall~ 'thtt exoapt1oc thtl.t 

provN:J th rule, R-=r nono of "~ al 1'1ts ome~s c & 1 nd1ns imaGe -

,:.nd 1 t it.tJ cut"iOU!llY ~OUfth t!t o.b•ono~ r:4 thf' eleta'tnte tbn.t eivee point 

to tM whol~ soation, and J!Uik111lB 1ts two episodes 'th~ eloomeet preeent-

tiona t.»f' nerllit1 in "he poem - w11th the po,.a1ble exe~tion of tho 

twiat-oOls* •o-me in Pnrt !II. In ' A 0tlmf) of Oheou' (a mdtllbl1 ' aba­

t:mct• title in oo..~partson wi~h the otl~~r tour) th ohaftaters p~entod. 

to un o.:t-o cut oft from the ol .lel\tn, ~ liri11g 1n an ineuletod and 

ariifioi 1 world • . It ia 1J~~ no ncoidt'lllt tha-t of tb,. fiv,. parts of 

th poem, this 1s ~he only on. 1n Which t~ ont:h*& n.o'll:ion '*en pl:>.oe 

i:tdooro. tfl1 nriifioie.l.it~ of th. rich ~·• aurround.inss ie orJphll.-

i fJd. by ,., ana :of i:tUJV"• HGr chair dOe!! not bum c>n the wnter1 it ' Olowed 

on th me..rl>lc:t• • Tho fl.-ui'\ed vines ar ~ifioial. !he lieh1 fYoc the 

oaudlo-tlo.nee ia not Piro in MY el~ntQl oonso i 1 t merol7 ehows the 

gUtto:r of h r j11vele. Sirlilntt]S tho .. 1r 'Whioh fl'oahewt from tba window 

onlr • rvoe tt\ eta tho 0<1oura ot l\e7t • euanse e)'n~h~tio p.,rtumaa • .. In 

ttis n.nif'1oW world the:ro ia no water to dl'own or mdm in, but only 

'*be odOUl'B bom porf\w., bottles, a.nd the ' s:d' f~light (*In which SAd 

light~ oarv~~ dolphin nvam.•) These ironioally deeo~ib~d oonooaeiona 

to •oontact' with th, •lo:nento only ~aieo he:r ioolation from tb • 

''l'J\f'l wind unclar the door' ~ua41'Jo t'oar in tho 1 r®n noloaed'. 'lho wb.ole 

a ne sueens'e thie inoulntion aaa!nat th elemonta and ~1not nAtural 

proonet:Joe1 ovon to tho •clQ d ~r at tou.r' if' tt Waino. Sirailarly 1n 

t'he et'ot1on about Lil, tho <:mphaeis is on nrtifio ·lit)' (th dentul"ea) 

ll.nd t}M, o.an1a.l ot n~tu.rnl procotttu~o ( 'them pills t t~, to bril'Jg it ott•) , 

!n thn faon of ~his pi¢tu~ ot et~rility, added ~ort att~eB to 

the caw11.l r Q&lt; • • 'h t you t ~r-d. to:r if. you. do~ • t want ohildr0n? • 

Pan II is the pic~ or a Waato Lnnd in wioh ftu~tftU.noaa 1a not only 



lo t or e.boent, but .otretJUOUC13' deni d and ~oidecl. 

nltil 'fhg yto LQnd 's bive.l nt uoa ot singl e ~a ( nuoh ae ~ol1 

of ~M elemento) 1lluttix'ates OM ac:ln fMtu:t'tl of 11iot•e devolopint" 

poroollnl nytholog;, tho oth~r main f'enturo {tho rooo.noiliat1on of e.ppar­

an1ly oppoetnn ~) ~b ... nOM 1n tho po •e attitudo to tiiiQ. Sino 

n('tJloO.t of this •rccoaoiliation ~quo' hae gtvon riefll to rony miB­

oon~ptiorut nbout vbAt tb poca is n.otually na1in8t vo ahallt b"'foro diB• 

ouat!Jing it, lode at oooo of liot•a own 003:ltlents on interpretQtion • 

• • • 11bon I ln!'Oto • pooa called The lag!n ~ aomo of tha m0%1o 
e-pp:roving oritioo sn.id ~t I had oxproaOQd tht' "d1s1llue1ol.Qer.tt 
of a gcnoJ¥'ltion," eich ia llOni3CIUJfh I ~ MVI!l O:ltpl"e8Bc4 tor 
thom th(:!llr otm illuoion of rtne dicillueionod, but thnt did. not 
tOX'I'l part of ay int n\1on. 

Bloowbera 1m says •t ~ ue'ld tQ having ooemio aignifioonces, Vhioh t never 

auspt)Ctod, extl'tlott'Ml from ay wolit-.. by tmthuslaotie p~-reono nt a die­

tanc~' • 2 tet on other e-cc~ions ho eppoa.re to aiV& oa:rio blanahe to 

cnthuoinstio intnJ.'t):rtttore • ' ... uba.t B t>Oflll meNlS ie BB t'IUch wbn.t 1 t til~"~~no 

to otbnro N what it meanc to tho author ••• ' 3 and ~1nt 

.l poem r.ay e.ppo'U' to me.~ very diff~ thinG& to ditf'f"rent 
JV$dO'nt, and all of' those !3l\tUli.fte$ tlaJ bo different f:ro:l vbnt tha 
aut~ thought h ooant... !be roador'e interpretation ma,y d1ftor 
~ thn uthor•o o,nd bo OtlWllly valid - S.t ml'l1 C1'~n bo oott~r. 
ftesoo t:!l:lY bo mu-ch coro in poom than tho nuthor vas n.~ of • 
'1'bo d1tf(}1'ont int.,rpl."'taticme =Y Bll ba partial tomulationa of 
OM thUet tho ambiguities my be due to 'bh faot that the PF 
raoane .core, not lcoa, thlw o~ epoeoh cu eommun1oato. 

1 S1eleotod !?.rff (l:rd &an. 1951) P• )6S (tram 'll~t:n!£~~ Le.mbnth) • 
2 Ibid. P• 121 !'romS e ro OJld tllo Stoic ~s_,. 
3 !ho U o PO$ nnd the ot tioiem 1933 P• 1 • 
4 on Jtot.;!q f'!!5\ Pooto 195 PP • 30-31 bo:l ~o Jluaio o,f Poosz) • 

miot'• roadineeo to allow e.lt~tt and G'Yell conUGdictory 1ntor­
pretntione, provided thG'3' bo mt1tstaotori13' oomprehcmaivo onos, gins 
ri.Do to en &U:l\tsing o.n Odoto 'b7 Prot ssor Coghill. Aft~r a. produetion 
of §wn2Pz!W ~ntes ~ed on a complotely un&Xpactfltl intqrprntation 
of tho pieoe, liot prof'oosed t\otonlsb1aont o.t th tntorprtJtntion and 
y0't •aid thnt hfl acooptnd tho production. Coghill roooordo ihc 
tollloving oonvoroation boueon hb:lsnlf' end .l!.ot on thn cubjecrh 

Jf1eelfa Dut ••• bu.t ••• cen the plAy OtiNl flOmrlthizl« 1011 didn't 
in~Mld 1 t to noan • you didn • t know 1 t cQCUlt? 

£1!' Uiot a Obviouol.y ! t doeg • 
t!J~S lfa nut o:ul it then also mnon lflmt you did intend? 
11'1.!' lliott 1 hopf1 so ••• YGOt I tbillk ao . 
~1ft But if the two maanirlca arn oontl'odietory, 1 not on~ right 

nnd the other wro.ns? l&uot not thr t"tuthor b" right? 
r Uliot a •• ot neooeearil.y, do 3'0U tbit*? Jb7 itt oi iller W"r?JJJJ? 

'rh1G vae to mo ao ota;merln« n point of rtnw §Me Coeb:lllJ thAt 
I ooul.d only put 1 t down to modesty'. 

(Froc 'l.s. lliott a a,mpoeium, oanpilo4. by Ri~ Jlaroh a.nd 'l'tmtbimu.ttu, 
1948, P• fld.) 



How tho ahov~ pairs ot ~azks are to b~ reoonciled 1a not cl ar - it 

would bn fooli h to $Uppoeo tho.t nliot ie nover guilty of inconeiatmeyt 

or at loaet that h( tlf.'Ver cbu.ngfl's hio mind. But porha.pe we may rntlaonably 

aemmtt tho.-t vbi'n he said 'There ma.y b~ much mor~ in n. poel!l than th author 

waa amu-c o~', h could bav• a.dd.odt •)U.t DOt ~ e •' It 1o at ey ~ta 

el~ar th t 1liot'a r. Rl objection ie against oritioa Who inpover1ah rathPr 

thnn enric-h tho inter,pretation of a. pocmt. who narrow what wn aay Cf'),ll 

(in e. muob-vomod phrae ) itt:' 'fl'nrn~ ot :ro:tereno '. Thie wtts his cbal'ga 

against thORIJ •more pp%.10Ving 01'1tica' of !Pho 'faat e Land. Bat! th~1' 

apprecia:ted wba t he was tr;ri.ll« to •&)" and atriYon to find y~t more in 

best iJ:lto~tiVe and "'fi Y01"15t hnl"C..lOOf.h Their ha..:rnful etfeot lay in 

approo1o.t1ne only a fraction ot what th~ po~ we 1nt nded to do. Thoir 

n~loot of "'lhoi we ha'V() cn.lled. thr- ·~oono111a.tion tt>Chnique ' wa the 

cauee of thia. 

Tho specific twl t in s.ntorprotation of 12:$ \1 otn Land has b ... en that 

c~itioal C.Pl)X'OAOh which tiX()B the poNn and i'*a s1gnit"icanen firmly' 1n tb~ 

twantioth o~ntur7• Bnd regard• ito t~obniq~ of obliQUe oomoont G 

opar'\t~ almoot oxolu..1Yel7 by 1aean• of booeya 80 that jux1Japos6d or 

a±cultcnAoua ~eterenoeo to different por1ods of timQ have beon rogardod 

a.e ~®S o'f pointing u.p oontract•t instead of' bail'll! rPooe;nie~d e tnf'Ol\S 

ot 8Ulfaeot1ng s1milnri t1 e or o'l doing both ot th&se tltif'Be e:~ t eam() 

time. nonoo the tridGep:rend critical opiniOl'l ha& baen tho.t 'l'h" Voat C' ·Lana 

ia Q po~ which un o a ~hioal n~thod in order to depict th 1uropA of 

t~ nin"t-Mm-t.werrtie• o.o a S!)iritual vnato land. !he fnot ie thflt 1ih 

whole poem ia an attempt, nt.lt to dJ.stinp.ioll spirituAl andity in one ne~ 

:trom ep1:ritu: 1 fertility 1n anotht'l;e, but to achiev~ a un1t7 of Vio:l.on iD 

which epirittml a.ridit7 amd tho qu9st tor (or fear ot) 1'c-rt1lity nro 

8.Bt' whioh Hliot attri'but~ GE"Vorally to .Baudela1~, Bl~e and V1llon, 

eonsia~a, 1n Mctthiesson'a wordc, ot 
I 

a con4Gnsod, buc h~ety that oa.n otrik~ ~no tb th~ app~VU'a.neos 
Of lifo tO ~alityt tlw.t O'l.l'l srnsp BO stro~ly th intrinsic 
elemente o'f lifo in the poet' & ·b'Wn dJ!y 'lhnt\ it lik~rtae pAnetzoatea 

i 



b"~ '\h ~~ oppar nt VtU'1ationa of t"'&n f%'Qm Olll\ epoch to nnothl"l' 
to hie oaaontinl ~~nona. 

It ie thitl pC'In~trating 'bon~th tbJ appn.rP.nt variations of mn trco Oil~ 

epoch to r.:M1ht'l' to b. in f)mtential Gatt~nr-af1l' 'tfhieh w aleQ find ill thn 

m;rtbienl tbOd of The V Gt~ Lend. •a.tthiea ~n ia a~ons thn fow ori:tioe 

('lh '¥ include Kieo G rdmr c:m.d. !.A. Rtoluu'da) who roBli8t' thio. In 

diai 1d.ng th moot COII:lon fallaoy about 'lhf'\ poa htt a~ 1 

•• .soa r nc1era object that al1ot'a viow of lite- is pecul1$.rly 
~~ tho~ ob3~ot to hie de•oribtng aontP~~ ex1otPno~ ~ n 
waete land. llo•t of th tore of tba.t obj~otion is loet, I 
boli<Wo, whon it to undoretood the.t h 1e not thue oharaotf.\rizing 
the present as distinct .trom th• past, but is probing tho 
1Dp11o4tione of ~•riain tW«1o el l.!nt 1l1h roni in tb vory 
mtur of 111'~: • 

'!'he baste contrast in tho pt)l')l!l iG not be-tween peat anil Prt'IDGnt or 

~ b~tw09n tho oyth-worl4 n.nd tho l'f.tC.l wo~ld, but •implY betwoon 

t~rlili•;y and ottt:r1l,1t1', whether in the past or preaont, N'ld. wother in 

thg nyth-world o\' the :1!'1'111. world. Bu.t t}.\~ notion that allusions to "hf' 

pant, or to lithra'Wro, or 9't'&n to th underlying mytho th mlOelves, ~ 

a l'ilGnne of achievins ironic contrast at th~ ~nee of' th'!> PrGBtmt, is a. 

notion that dies bo.rd. 'lor inetaneo, Charles Jko:rman regsl'ds th ucythio 

mator1alfll a.s b.eillc used to • contrGnt th& fortilo roU.gioua order ot tho 

p~st with tb n r11 soculnr el'la08 of th preaent ••• • 3 'l'hia irlt r­

px-cta.tion 1• ell:ti~l3' without foundatioru ordor and chaoe are oorm,..ctod 

both rltlt past nd with proe&nt, just a.o in 'SWeenq am<m« th Ntr.ht-

1t\pl~s• d:lsord r o.ntl oordidn se flJU.noutldod tho d~ath of ,Asame"ttmon DO 

lees than tho death Qf ~hretmf'Y• J\n.Oth r quotation ~om Kool'Qe.n dcmon­

otl'a' e " corollary ot t t .. io ft\llo.o1ouo viewt 

So:mal int•rcO\trC , which 1n p at t han dr1V81>. mon to var1 
murder,. and poetry and for Which mon one lost tho world and 
though• th• vorld 1fel1 lost, ha• b C)Otlt)' in the oont('l'>mpcft17 
• sto lnnd, e t\0. ttrr o~ l'OUtirut, ao acobnnf.~l aa oomb11l(J onl'' 8 
h ir Ol" plaoing n rooord on the pbonoera.ph. 

Owina to h1n unvarrn.ntod nssuoption t>f a 1 oontomporo.J'Y wnote land • e.e th 

poem's oubjoot, Hooman miooonotru n ite o.ttitu4• to ooxua.l intereoura .... 

lliot 1G .9!1 oono mcd to contrast 1n·tr-rcouraf'} 1n tb~ t1 nti~th Di'n~ 
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uith ro~ie pretJuppos1t1ona about lO"ro in oentt.\~iee gone ~~ inde~ 

such :ro2Mtio prosuppoa!tions would b unlikol7 to onlist hitlf aJml)athy. 

lte io conoornod. w1 th a•% pri.JnarU.y ae a.n im.r.tso of f:rui tf\tlnt)fle, and 

contraeto tho ato~ltty of e~l ~lations vi~ the fertilit1 which 

(b7 1tlpl1cation) ohould b , the~. Romantic lovn 1n th~ anoi...nt ssnso 

(pa.rtioularly th oonvOlltion ot oourtly love) is ba s1onlly j\lnt as 

etorilo e.a the love-d. th.-oontmo~ptives ot the twentieth oontlnoy, or 

tho 1nt~J~~eoumo vbich rouu.l te 1n Lil' • takhl(f • them pUla' to •bring i t 

off• • fho con~ot 18 eophatioall;v n<1t or1o br:Jtveon a suppoePd nodern 

•1o~ilit~ nnd a suppoood anei~nt fortilitll Tireei&a has in mor~ s~na~s 

tlm.n on 'foreautfe:J.'Od all' that is enacted in the ifpiot•s b~mf 

he too hna knovn triviaU t7 t aol'd.ic'!nt\ae and mcaningl~stml'lBR in oc.mal 

~lation• • 'the parody of Goldaa1'Ch'a l:l.n•$ hr\81 it i truft , on ttloment 

ot il'Onio oontastt but thn oontmat l e ehlply bet'tl&fm t wo diftoNnt 

roaotione to futile Be%t not betweon fu'tilCJ e x and mt~nn1naful oez. 

Ooldem1•h•s lit~l verae& with thair quiet 30lf-mock~r.f o~ b~l~ b~ 

tboun~~bt to et~ ~• a o~bol of t~rtilo lovo in p~s~ ~BJ ~ th~t f Rot 

t hnt w& att.nno~ tokf t hem eer1ously mok~• tho irony ot liot'o p~rody eo 

deeper then at fi~t appl't~• 

It 1~ in thio doubl~-a~od izon~ th~t w~ eoo th~ re~onoilintion 

toehniqu a t vol"k. 'MOOt is firot en• n as a oontrnst b~oomoo on oloef'r 

oxamina~ion tb~ opposi~e of one nt th oame tim~. A look a t ~ fp~ of 

the other allusions will b~&r this out. Thoro ie no t~rtility at ftll, 

in th• oound 11 t oral st!nB'' , 1n the love of Tr1s'h.n am Isola.o. !ho 

ap~a~nt opvo~1t1on between \h toag o of nodor.n petty ~tf~ira ana 

nncient gmm.d pnsaiono takoa on a. d.eoper il'O~ u'hcn we rGIJ\.liae th11t tb~ 

anoi,.nt grand pt'Asione W* l'O just o otorile . 4.fhia appl1ee to tho 

rol tions ~tWtJen, for ~txNnplet Antony end Colopa.tro1 "' iaab9th a.n4 

Le1oeatl'}l"J even Dian~ 1:'\.tld. Aotaeon - th\'!:ir brinf Md unnntitd''l.otory 

acquaintan<~e 1e no more fruit:t\ll th&rl that of Svoenoy ood lf:m Portnr. 

Diatla re~ots .AotMon e.nd. l'O'm1'1no a virc in, it i " tru. .. , W'hil() r o Port~r 

cto.9 not t and the 'oound of home ~.nd motoro' io o~t'tainly an ironic 

allueion. But the irony operntea in both direeti ol'lS• n.nd ironto contrsst 

bnoomea rooonoilftd with ironic eimil~rityt for th~ st~rility and fUtility 



of' the SVeflney-«rs Port~ rela11onahip reJtinde ua 1b ·turn of ti14!t equal 

sterility of th D1ana-A.ot on relationship. In other word,, if it ie 

t,-u that «'' rs e:ppartnt ai!Dilarity inPll•• a oontraat, i't ls n.leo tru~ 

that ~ ry appal'ont eontraa-. irlplie-s a i:llilari~. ~en th~ first 

'l'l\aD4)&-i!l 14•lfo aonat 'nishb'W.? bo%'9 • Richmond and r: ew I Undid 11o. • 

takGa ua to th pno~~ 1n th .. Pureto!!o wlMw Dan1e ao•te Pi dei 

'l'olomo1 ('Siena 1 fe • , 4ietttcem1 ara=&' ) who wu IIU.rdered by h<'l' 

husband .. hardly bui tf'ul enxunl relationship. It wot surol,- ba of 

eom(!) e1gnific"U'lo• that the -t•ry peoplo who t'~ 1n :niot' allun1ona, 

~other or not they ~~ uattd for purpoa~s G-f i:ron1c oontr ~t, artt 1\lao, 

all:soet rithou'tl ~oeptiol'l, p opl~ whoso sexual relAtions, howov r 

p s1on· ttt, W9l' not f'rui1ful. Con&ido1'ation of this a.t til'et aurprieing 

taot OU!bt to BiVe paue to tbc•e who ~e tb ir interpretation of th~ 

poom on a. ouppooedly put'<) Md einpl~ i%'0f!io con'\l'Sat b 'twfton pro nt !'Uld 

paat. Such n. simpla oontrast ~• indoed n feature of F.liot • 4tarli~r 

teohn1quP, wt in the aiddl and later wolit (inoludina !'he :Iast Lard 

end ~on ' SVMney 01'\0ng the ight1ngal<t••) th ideas are 1110~ ooeplcx. 

fho ria~ of tho .tallnoy bas, howftV r, not 'been nurprieinB in vi~v of 

th u.mbitioua nature of ~liot•e '!'C'n:l pt~o • tuwely, th focuoaillp. of 

an in<~lusive human ooneciouwu~ss (th" ooMciousnese of all humMity at 

all tim~) of ~ problem of at rili ty in th~ !'(!!Alma of anitt.nl t.ntd 

vegetable, JI"JOral anti apiritua.l, 111"~. em~ might 1-..aaa:rd thf' rotta.lk thnt 

iVen he%"(!, he ie not only uoing mytho but :ln & S9llfl.l) trying to construct 

ono, tdnoe throUgh t~ 1Ma£00 and thf' •ootl'lpeing• of plaoe QJUl tir:a, h~ 

attft pt~ to repros nt a prot rlosicnl mode of ~varonooe on the part of 

tat:\nkind ~ a. vhol f> ~d 'W'iloon does !lOt do !n1ot juetic~ vhen hi!t 

an.ye 'hat in -.b~ poea be '1 living half th t1~4' in th~ ·roal lfOrld of 

cont~porar.1 London and half the time in ~h~ haunted wildor.neee of thn 

oodia.nn.l lesend. • 1 Be11he-r '$h real vorld of .eontsmpo~ L<Jndon nor 

the haunt•d vildern,.eo o~ .med.i.aoval legend. nre of primary int~r.ost to 

'111ot ae alltews for thla t~.otion of the po , airlo{'l tlw only tru fl111!!u 

for that n.e~ion is ~e oonsoiouonttas ot the hu:1an ra.o ( i"ocuaed 1n 

1 4%•1'! Cnat'.o (llew York 1931) P• 106. 
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'l'iro ib.a) - 1• h11.a nothing to do with pl.Aoo or time. !'hl\t is p1"1loieel,­

~ plaoo t\lld tw ue treat•d 1n what oupcrfioi~lly awoara to ~ tmoh 

cnnlinr faehion. In ~he viaion Tir1>111aa 1a eooillR all ~%pAri no9 o.t 

all ti~c • Onl7 ao~ of th ti.meo end plao"o augg~Rtcd in thf.' Vieion a.r 1 

~ in t ho pr&Wtll' p~riod (p~"eo~din6 th Fi'lt8t World vu, thnt is), 

meUm .LondDn, TD.lssalyttho.n London, Do.nt'! • a Limbo 1 th(ll Modi:t f!l1"'.r:'MOM 1n the 

oro. of Phoonioinn trade, Jal'U.88.l(ttl in th ti ot 1aaue, e deeort, a 

ohapnl in th(\ &ra of' quetJt111g knights, the ~a, tUld anoi.-nt ~t. 

'!'he hoe'& of l"~~e& employed furth r oontributea to the dolibora.tf!lly• 

contrivfld ka.leidosoopic tfeot, juat att ~he vnrioua et7les in U}.ltffigo 

oontributft to tho iUueS.on of un1 ty and OOtlq)~h~ruJ1Vf'fnoes ubich 1o l)('l.ri 

of Zoyce •e nim. 

lt now bf'OOi:l~a al uer vte. t i ooant b~ the • l"t'ttOnciU .• '\tion of 

appArontly opposinG images• as n f'ea~ of 1niot•e dov~lop1n8 QTthioa.l 

method (and of tho.t persom.l mytholOCY into 1&1ch the m thod has 

developod b~ th~ ti~o we oeet 1-t in Pour Q!Sri,.11,e). What app~.rs 

1n1tiall~ to ~ the junapoaition of two ideae for th~.t purpo~ of 

iro-nic eontl'e.ot (aueh ~ Cleopatm in the b"\l'Ef' Md tho v ltby neurotl.o 

wcoan 1n her Chair) 18 roveal.od on olooer ~izm.tion ~ be a,t tho Rttn., 

tim? n juXtaposition fo:- th~ 8Vf'ln t!Orf+ tr.tport:vrt pul'1)0e., of oal11ns 

attention to a baeio eitiUari:ty of si~a.tion. Sp Mer's bf"'aux and ~phs 

on \h() banks of the Thaaoe o.ro fundamentally- .no diff'~l'ftn-. fro:a tha QOd.em 

idlo young men-about-tow and thnir girl-triendn. To cmphaa1.,_. thio 

ttimiln.rity, diffel"ent plt\C~• ann difft)~nt poriodo ~ f'uaed into o~. 

!h~ re~eon why this rnoono111~t1on of' ~ S.e ~terred 'o ns a teaturP 

ot n ffil!:hioa.l m.thod wUl bt'CO clflnr ln:tar. It io bound un wi"h the 

naturo of th pereonn.l sytholoQ' ox.prooood in Four Q!Y1ttto 1 n p~:rsonal 

Q11hol081 whooe kolWOrd is roeoncilintion of oppoeit~• (honoe th" 

JJUmRfltivan • of tho n rr.clitoo.n Fragoonte as epig.Mpho to ~~ Norton). 

'.Phoro "o find e. rooonoilir;tion not only of di:ft•ronooa in time, but of 

timo llith tim,lefJt:m61!UI, dal'kn~Be with light, dtklth with birth, tnOVfiL'l4'1nt 

vi'b st1llnoea. It ia tht~t early otae•s o.f duVI.'lOpmMt towardG t hin 

p~nal oytholog tltat W& find in ~be ~.~•t \Dn~. 



Pnrb:l.po tbo beet brinf n'tat012ont on thio 1'0tlono1llat1on o~ opposing 

~o comoo f1'C:'1 I.A. R1obnrdfh Ito reloVnnoo to 1nterp~tat:1on of 

1'ho Vo.ot Land is partloulnrly clear. 

,.. • \he o0ntl'tll process in 11 l :r. nliot • e boat pof'.:lm~ 111 the· somo t 
tho coDjunotion of fn lintm which, though eup rficio.llif oppoaAd, -

o ~tqualor, ror ax&llftPlf', S.e opposed to grandeur, - yrtt tond n.s 
th~y davelop ~ ch~ plaoee ond even to un1io. tt th~y do not 
dGYttlO]) f'a:r f\llcrugh the intontion ot tho poot is ttiaood. Itt'. -aliot 
is wt t Mr sighing af'tor wnishod glopeo nor holdirlG 
oonte=pora:Q' ~~ri.~a up to ocorn. 

Ill ~trosp&Ot it bOCOL1ee olear that "Sliot•a SQTthiesl mothod. 1n 

i'he ll O'h Land involVeD G sro&t denl liJ01'0 tho-n 't3Cmipula._ing continu.oU 

parallel bt\'hetlll oont•pol'rulai ty and antiqui ty• • nia mytholog1onl 

baokg.round hns nther boen ua~ "to offnc\ a :tusion 1n which noitbor 

oonteQPoreno1ty nor anti¢ty is of prim&ey 1mportGn001 but only tho 

oentl'al ~101-l situation itoolf"t th ~91"1nno't ot .et~trilit7• 'l'l\a 

myths theDSolvaa l!.av T>rovided e~bolio material with which to unify and 

to elaborat~ thie t hel:M:\ J Md the 'h~fti')S ot lung on tilo p yoholOtric~.l 

end 'ir&Z8r Oft "h Mth1'0polog1oal levol ~Mblod NJ.iot to dsv~lop B 

tecbn1quo Whioh oode Mft'O.tiv• unnoooaetn7t teobniq,uo vbioh opamtt!"'d 

th~ n3Tlbols and o.~ M; ~etine a ld.nd ot "'ieion or clrna.m of 

the Vhol() hUtXU'l r~oo 1 p;.'l ... Mnitiod in \'iroaine. Xn tbaoe ways tb~ cytl~s 

lll\d.e possible kind ot Ol'dor whioh app 'rll'f! ae a rich d1eol'df'~, since 

the ~hioal mAthod, 11k tho ~oAl aue of wn~nooe. 1e by M~ 

co;.nprohons1vo a.nd. inoluuive, And in r!Vory senae th~ renrereo ot 8l'l.~lJ11e • 

!ho o<mo ntra.tion m 

r~intorcing tho aythologionl thl'dn&, la furihor n.1d d by th& t tro fnc turMt 

so oht?.:enoter1otio of tho lator pal'oonal rcyth.OlQQJ tht\ MbiVll.l~noft of 

irnasoe t o.nd. tht~ roconoilia.tion o~ iDI'lg th Just no in th, Pe.r:ldieo all 

the rod ernod. ore ~tborcd into ono in th~ wltif'ollatG 1'0se, and as in 

Little G1dd.in8 1\ll oppo 1tP.s and differ ncoe "\l"e ga.tb red into unity 

until 'th~ fi~ nnd tho rosA rlrG cmo' • eo won in tho tnt lmo-Ulco wo:rld 

of 'l'h,_ W t\l Land ditfC'Ironc!lo of pc-rcon, plno nnd th:1~ n~ ooap.artlt1vnl.y 

irrolOVC'.n't, and ~ct ootte)rs cost in their an.moneoo, oven tho'QC'h it be 



a saaoneee ot affliction and not ot bNltitudo. Aa it ie the office of 

th~ empirical ec1ent1st by ana~ical methode to discover th ditf~rGDOe• 

botwoen tb.inss, ao 1 t seem a to be thn otfi~c of tbe QY&tio to e -e beyond. 

tha d.Uterenoee to the unity of' oll thinge. It is the ~t1o Vision 

to vhioh 'Sliot llmye tUJpir e. •ias Gardn0!'1 oo::zmentine on th laet 

pa.rt ot !he Waste JAR4, oCI'llm.Ulioa.tqs in n GXOiting way th sono of 

unit7 which h aohioveo. Ae a oono1ta indioation ot the na'tu!M, method 

and aoopo ot th poem, h r wol'dls a" probably UJU>ivalled. ~at as n.ll 

the cba1'actea t.\1'\'ll ODGt eo, okc aqs, 

In tho sUte 1m7 th<'9 timo ie all timo and no ttmo. ~oush we nro 
plainly at tim a in modem Lcbdon, it is a.n ·~1 cit3'* M4 in 
the last eeot1on the oity hao vaniehod. 11 is ell hucanit~ that 
aOGms- to be wn1 -.s.ng thent thq diaoiples ~o buried their Lozd 
a.nd the vom n arn lo.mm1tins the d th of SJ'rian Adonis or 
PUygian Attie. fro.'Yerllere aro Daki.Nf th'lit- vny throoah doaortst 
or to the Sou thorn Pole, or to the Tilla8(t of us, or 'to tbt-
Ohapel P riloue ita tb~ llOU!ltaina, "hwuah a landacapo peopled 
with ab&poa of horrort vhioh ~eo into tho vast Ind:lan plaine. 
Orent crowds IJW"nrt!l f'rQm l'U1n$d cities, tho ~fugeoe from r:J'Te%'3' 
tJOPUO that bee (tfT r fnllon. Al:thouah !'he lla~1:e JA.rld. my bostn 
with tho • 411 of th('J nodor.n mind' , li dieoovore ihat tho 
aodem dilomma is tho hietorio dtl 1 and -to 11m1 t thfll poem • o 
CO!l.l'li.n8 to beiDB primnril7 the ~ssioh of codern lack of faith 
io to miotake its fom and ocopo. Ite tl'Qe Sllbjeot io ~oloseJ 
1 t discover. a. rt~dioal doteot in bumtm 11t and makoe el nr tho 
' 11uttlftie1enoy of hu.tntm onjo~nts • • Ita contra.ete in otylo end 
its h1etorio roteronoos are usocl to dC!ll&De'tnt$ that bontt th 
both boaut,' end uglb~s there l'tU'k 1ft 11 olaesoe Md in aU 
ape borodom and t .rro:rt nll vn1'0 afl th-'l Ptlo wnr, all lC7V'o­
tt'lld.J2BO t1w sane love-um.kitlg., nl.l bam oominge tho oooo 
homcoomirlga And 1 tiroeiae btt.?e to:roeuftored all 1 Eneotod on this aMto divat1 or bod. 



CBAPfiR IV 

'Do tsaponar10o whioh Bliot attaohea to Dante 1s olear fl'Om hie Otm 

or1tieo.l vriti~t h eatn that •m~ otm be l~d About bow to writ 

po"tey ~ »ant$ than Iron QJ)1 El'lgliah po.t • Md thAt • th~ro ia tlO poet 

in M7 ~JlSllO .... not oven in Latin. or Greek - who Gt$.1lde eo timl~ a.a a 

model for all p"te .. • 1 

Dant••e intlucnco is ~ irly 4R&ily dis~r.nible in Sliot'e work. 

llut aro we juetif1od 1ll inclwU.na a d1souas1on of 'Dat!t 'e World • under 

th hoadin(r ot 1Jl iot' use of ftltthe? Can Dante • e work ( ospee1~lly thr­

camqedia} be oallod a ~b.? Oan his 'world' bo called a mythic world1 

Did Dante uae ~bs o!' orente th ? c:w the t rm 'o.vtb' bo rooonc1lod 

in the »antooo context 111th t.b.o term 'allegory'? <)1 otiona ltko th~oe 

nood nontft p~l1.tdn~ a•tontion b to~ we can turn 'to thtl Dant~ 

el~nt 1n 8liot•e poeaa. 

lt ie neoeeeal7 tirot to diaoovor roUffhly vbat 2.-Gl.ationebip Oltiatttd 

betq n Dante and. the popula:r- l'llT'hs o'E hie da:y. Dr far tho moet vide­

spread and. 1nfluontW ~losico.l otruoture in Dante • e time waa th 

world-viaw of aediaev 1 Oatholioiem. It tultillod bo'h thG tunotiona 

of tro.d1 ti<mal cytlut m(}!ltioned nbove 1 it combined e. ~ tUUI ot soeia.l orier 

vi'tb the vision ot a ooemic o1"dert the tlisooo14t1on or .Hnaib111ty had 

not ytt't eot in. 2 In ~ 1'0$I)ftOta tho taek ot tho orP.&tivo e.riist is 

ronct.red cuoh ttaeittr b:r 8\teh a set of ci~umatalleoea he hns, as it were, 

a riob fUnd of MV aa'krit\1 t his dispooal t and ie the~:toro absolved 

hom ti\tt neceaei tr ot eroa:ting hio own comic pa. '1f1m in th mannor ot 

Yo3te. Ho ia ablo to pl'Ooeed at onoa to dtWalopit~S thtllnes imp11e1t in 

'llmt ready-cad• mythologictt.l etructurn, and a loes tol"\uoue o.ttitudo to 

tlu~ ftl7'th8 1a 1h~fCX'1 poseibl_, . libcelwrieht ind1oetr>s th~ e1r:lplioi~ 

l Setleo!ed '88•:rg (3rd <tdn. 1951} PP• 252, 268 (f'rom Dtmtftl). 
2 S abovo, p . 8. 
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of attitude poosiblo to the:- poot vbo 1a ' born, ltko Aoaob71us or Dant.,, 

1n a period when a subs-tantial 1:toq of mythn enjoys vid.o aeooptalloe an 

litoral~ tru t his greatest pome in ouch c!lfl9 Will bn poot1o :1ntone1-

f1c.~tione and &labomtiona of ~e of thoao a7ths. • 1 

niot oareou. th1a io cl~ from his f\Uli~~ o&M7 on Dnnt • Vhioh 

appaahd in f!!2 StlcJE!d Wood. Thoro h.o epeaka of th~ two mna whom ho 

r~e e.e tho grcat&st. philOOOJ>hionl pO•tet »ante Md Lucrotlue. Ot 

the •qat~• u-hich LuoJl'Otius held, 8lioi wr:lt•eu • •• .h() le really 

ondea.vouring to find tho oonorote po tic oqu1valtmt tor this ayatom -

to find ite oooploto equtvoJ.,.nt in vision' 1 and his 1 t1'Ue tendenoy 1a 

to o:x;pX'eea an 01'derod. no1on of tho lif~ ot llliUl'. 2 These poota wore, 

then, o.ttemptitJB to Qftate poetic aqu1vu.len'ta to a. •rut•, to an Ol"dered 

-vor:~ much leee suooeea becaua• he had to •con:J'Ur& up• tho vision ae well 

n.& o~n.te tto poetic nqu1Vt\le-nt. 

Dente vas in a. more f'ortUll.a.tft position than flith Yeate or 

Luc~tiuo. 'Danto' 88311 llliot, 'had tho benefit of a ~holo~ and a 

thoology which had l!Morsone n m~ completo cbaorption inw lito then 

tl\oso of Luorot1ue. • 3 Aoco~l,- he rma able tc p~ sent a vislon ot 

WlJ'ivnlletd ol'dor and oo:tprehenoiv~eeae 'Dtlnte~a ic ~c moet ~l'ehenatve, 

and the ClOSt o,:;4erst! proaentntion of Olllotiona that baa rNfJ~ boen mo.de. • 4 

Bliot tltoueht ot Dante as pl"esentil'lg an ordOre& eoo.le or hul1an 

emotion.1 tor ~mich ..-not project he found an allesortoal eeaffold~ to 

bo t ~tul. Woed, to h1na ' the alle«eJ.7 1a the sontfold'. 5 ADd 

this %'arn!U'k may throw som..- light on the 41stinotion wbich it is eaaontinl 

'Co ~e b&-.on Q"lholoQ' :mel ~f'S017• ft.e ooaprebensiv rnytholoea of 

Whioh llanttl 'had tho ~nefit' vaa a philo$0phio ertwcture baaed, it is 

true, xmrtl1 on Sorip1ure, but nevertheletJe c. e'kucturo quit~ independent 

of rt:fi'¥ opt')Oif'1o liin~ f'o1'mUl.atio-n of it. .tll~sory, ott th" otho%' hand, 



bae no 4'!>Xiatonc~ independron'\ly of lit~rcry woliksJ it :ta et tho moet 

technical dO'V'1co oflcm found uaoful. A m,;holcgy 18 nothing lik.~ a 

teohnleal 4ev1o~. 

fbe 211~1'7 of tho ComsDetUa 1e thus a me.ann of' exp:roeo~ ~h~ v1a1o1'1 J 

tte ~lOBV ia that f.\Y&"«l of czperi.enct";~ ana. bel:l.ot and thoU/jht vhieh 

undorlie"O th~.t VioioJh ~1tional n-llogo:MMl mGthod ia1 too, onl.y a 

small pnrt ot lmnto' s m"tilod a ho d.oo aot limit bhlself to th., ncrrml 

• J.-B• tJPO Of al.logoric.lll OOft"t)npQndeflet'l thn t. WO fiitd in tho PiJEim '.1'\ 

~Wh In ho1" ln:lllOduct:lon to bar tmnalation o~ thtJ lnf'!$!1.21 Dorothy 

S~crs draws a'tt«m'lion to tho limite ct Dant~•o debt to tftditional 

allGB01'3't 'by uas..na for bia iaageo l'OOl peoplo, ~~thnr tbtm Pflroonit1ed 

abetraotions. l.)o.ftto enw QJ1 ~008 artis·tio a.d.'l1antase OVnr tho oiuplo 

al.l~riet• • 1· In tho !it& Ysm· he hnd h!ln<Ued this nome.l method of 

pnraon!.~ ViJ'iuos and Vioae, but in · thil g~a 

ho 414 not tryt he lookod a.t tb(, grel'lt bll'istltng diffioul ty or 
ta.llegt}ra'J WOl" whioh BO tnal'l7 tfritoftl• 'before al.'ld tlitl(U'lf }l!\"9'(\ COM~ 
a. o:roppar, onrl, with his in:tnl11blo po~.ttia 'tact, quiotl~ b7-?>a&Sf'c1 
tt. Inetoad of end~ to into:r.tesi ua itl po:monaa4$ lnbnllod. 
ncountJol" or "'Di'Vi.ne Oft.ca" or *Simon?' 01" *'4J.'hecllo&V" ~ ge.'flc us 
:poma.ito of V1reilt l!eatnce1 Pope Jiohola.n Itt, and 'l'hOJDCe 
~' ih wom, el.ne~ theT are human, wo oro preditJpOat.td to bA 
in'oroatod • In th1o RT he oond ll!ma~lf' pt1ffG111 of elabora<te 
de&Ol"ip'\ion cmd. tDII.Clo room in hie pot-a tor 1ho discussion of • 
greo.t aarqo JN'b3ea·to of the u•a~ pt>ortanoe~ thus wtden'!.ns tts 
~ a.nd 1ncroaeir)8 1 ta 'V':lriet;v • 

Botf'OV'el't the way in which Dante modified tb.~ alloe<t~1ec.l mt:~t.hod f'or hia 

own plll'pOGC)& iu l ose important to uo at preeent than tho fundomcmtn.l 

distinction bctwOC\n hifi\ m3"bholos:r ana his nllogory, nJld the fnott ne wo 

cen aeo o.bove1· tha.t wbnroaa hi& mytbolO&t WMl th('l Vf!!"q' lif~lood of hlo 

wol'k, hia allt".g<>ey lf'O.S. nntirf)17 of s~con~ impo:Manoo, as n mc.t•O%' ot 

toobn:lquo. lte ca.y have ueod a ttoditit.'11 ellogoric~l netbod, Nl4 Joyoc 

mory hn~ uoed o. •uvthtoal motilod •, as Eliot O-CLlls it, in !nze!i!a& tbo 

f(lot ~!ns thai Whe~ allO(!'Ol:'Y itMlf!!. simp~ n motho41 sqlholO§' 

is much lllOZ't't• 

D.: ... ntG wnu not 1nd&pand®tly 1rtpos1Ji& an o~r on hie ~rienoo 6lld 

hia vision of the lfOrld (as YMte trtod to do). 'l'bo Church b.Gd all'I'X\dy 

\ 



done 'Ulnt ( 0opocially through tht) eyatorncltizina woa ot AquiMfJ), 

thCJreby making availe.bl o to him all ~1e mythOlostcn.l ~aw matorisl. What 

ho did vao to uso 1h.ia Chrintian m7thelogy in his work, togAth~r 1t1 th 

images drawn ~ hie own cxporienoa a.nd ao(luaintance, to tre.ne:tol'tl a 

tl',calogloal $3'$'\em into n poetic Yioion. 

Dante's modification of tbo alle~~cal mnthod means th&t in th~ 

Oomml)dia tm oeteneible ato%7 and the 'SPi1"1tual ~i~3'' whieh it 

rttpres~nte do !21 l*I")SSla.in etriotl¥ eepn.mbl~, ns th&y would do in t)t'pica.l 

all~rical WOl~kta. Il'lst~o.d 1 et~ and. spiritual meaning o.ro fused 

together through thf.t u-o of th0 non-abatro.ct ir.lw.gea. Koral end apiri tual 

'mEJ~1ngs• oa.nnot be 111'tM1 ncatl~ c1&@ of the narrntive (a.a 'th ... y oan 

in P,~lw;tm•,s '}'ro6.£fJB,tf)• WhEttbr 1Dplic1t or qplicit, iht11' have their 

tull otftiot onl:r Within the story with its r eal peretonra. 

J:1 •real p9roOns' we do not mean historical as againat fictiticue 

pE~rcons; but throo-diJaenaioMl f~ with individual qun.li t1ee as 

against two-ditleleional o.bs,rao'tions liko ''llercy• or •ttustie •. In this 

sense l1l.:fa$Qs, f'or lnsU-lloG,. 1& as muoh a r-onl parson in th~ poem as M:1f 

ot th~ sa1nti* or Dante • e own aoquaintanooa.. He is therat'ore moro than 

an c.llegorioal t'iguro. 'J!he s~ a.pplt~s ev,.n to 'he Siron in ~ntC"'8 

dream (Canto XIX of tho ft!rptcrio) , ae P~noia Pell'gllseon point a ou.t • 

• ••• b00auae of the a~ raalie~ which underli~e tho whole ooncoption ot 

tho ~ivint Oome.9:l th~ Siron, tor nll b.t1r nxo~l m ~~ is not roduoed to 

tM otntuo of' a moral a.lloeot:"Y onl7• Sha rotnin!'l some sort ot bqing 1n 

hor own right ••• • 1 In th~ context ot ~h poem ·$ho io both a mythological 

f~ and a rool pomon, Tbia is Dante t s s:roo.t , t.l.d'fMtaga ovt~r tmdi tional 
\ 

allGB0%'3', 'tfhioh in no\ denling with roal p~:rsone ~(1:\8 ao much tht) poort~r. 

In tlh.!lt prooiaal1 doe& »antt) 's IQ'th.,logy cont!l1$t.? What Ill3'tbs doec 
\ 

hf'J uso or o~to? Bia debt una not onq to that 1moi.U.~tWnl Chr:iatian 

eytholog which, ae . ~liot ra:narkod, htld undorg~n~ .i,.UO~ a. thorough 
I 

. \ 

a'boorpt1on in~o tho lifo of hiu da7. lto vat<J indob~ed. o.~o to alaeaioa.l 
. ,j · 

mrtholoQ' wh10'ht tlbil0 not d~ndin&' lliu 1:ntollo9tctal bol~et, rM&in~d 

___________________ _..,._.~L' ""' a ........ m 
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.. ri.ch tu.nd of stmbollh Wo CM theftf'o:ro d.!oiUJsu.1$h between th~ 

'believed mythology' within lthosu intallAGtuo.l tl*lowol.'k his ontiro 

work bM 1 te b• i113 ( ib(l 13041~1 vorld.....tov) and the oillply- 'WJeM 

m;ftilol083'• ot the ola.asioe.. 'PhG tteooM. 1a o~ course coml'lotely wbsidia.r:r 

to th~ :f'irstt a plaoe i& found for '\ho asytb.10Al. 8\l81'tiall8 a.nc1 rivera of 

1ih• und.enorld (th S<Qx, Cerhel'WJ tm4 eo on), hut tho7 appear in 

thot'OU8hl7 Chrilltian RoU (nu()b. moro eo than Uilton•e)J cimila.rl)' tho 

~toma.l ~'lto of the hnl:'Oen of t'h ~jrul llar 1& det&a~ b,- tho nmtl ts 

of th ~orir.g :ot H• llt 1n Which not onl7 C~iut tNt al11Jo A.a., JIJ>mbarn 

and :Davi d. »1~ an !.mportoot part aoeordirlg to thtt ft7t~·ter7 plt.\71h 

'l'ho olnaeicnl1 biblical end n.llloail oont<tmpol'fU";Y fiau,he rtll rubb~ 

8hould.Nm f!iv• to Dnnta•c wnrld a compnhGMivenuac which it wculti 

o~rtninly fu\Vtj l ncl:l'ld ht!.d h(;l lim1 t~ it to hiutorionl :t~n of thtt 

Christian dispensation only. And thin oaaprehonsiv~a. lmost given to 

the world of his vision tho 8-tua of a eop~te mytholog. Dut ·it would 

be unw1$e t o call Dante'a a 'pe~~~l m,th~logr', for hiD world remainn 

oss.ontiall,- thfl vorld of a~Jdia~val Oa.~holieimm wi•h c. talightly modified 

geosrephy a.nd. population 'to suit 1he pul'pQOOS of bia po.-. ·• 

De.nto • n worM cone:leta M.\t..lftlly of' the tra..d1 tion.al tl~(!le-Bt()~~ 

tmiv~1'tl~ (with fltraatory nrovidins a kind of tao•~ floor bnt woen 

on.rth and heavtUl). 'rhu ~ph;y of Mch of ~hQ thrM non-tor.restl'itll 

roalmtJ is e~t out in X"e.'lliotic dotai.l {ae far e.e l'aradiao csn be tmid 

w h'lV~ !\ g~I>h3')t and mn.int~"l ita illusion of l'eelitj thra~ou.t, 

qUite :l..tldG~ndentl7 ot its B:llt'.holizing in oaoh CAE"~~ o. apil'itual otatet 

~tion, Pfi!niteno~ or pv.cc; . The ~s f'rom hol:'t'or tht'Queh pUrga.tion 

to 'h~ b~ntific ViRion iB aoc~nni~ b~ suitablo ~~& t~ ~i~~bl 

ot,-lase t h& ~atleas, tl1ekt\rl!l6 phan'ta~-oria. of the !ntarno a1ve W"&Y 

to th~ pntl~r ~ or tho P\.lire;a.torio, t1ll<ld uov.~v~less with much 

p$1'130lml qu. silioning and atr-ivingJ 'th<:nt the Per®llal oonflia t u endetlt 

the aortm3 pagec et t he Pttmd.iso ~ro giVf:tn W t¢ 10 t he • ~~t t~.ustftri ty• 

of philoao:phic~ and 'theologioa.l ins~l"\Wtion., until finnlly m-•'n thmm 

t ado aW&::J in t hf) light of the b~tif'io vicion. 

Now t bi o 6 nar-4 llOVont4'U:tt .fl-"0'~ ho:rr~r thl'oup *'trivi.ng to O.U!Ito.re 

s oreni. t)" i s clo~l3' parallelod in ~liot' a vo:r.k. It Wuld br. ebsul'd to 



ouppoe!J that hie ~arli r, oiddl Md 1 t r work 

model! d 1n fJ&eh case on "h eo:n'O ponding Ca.ntiOD. of th co:n .a1a. 

!hl\ allolfil1g for th Ghapo ot the nppa.rent 'epiritu:U • deTelo l'tnt that 

o.pp~ 1n hie poems, and bet.ril\8 1n mind hi~ advdl'tl.tion f'or Dante, 

lt is not eurpriaill th~t 'If re ~lllpted to ~., a J)!'l'l!.llol pa.tt m, evnn 

it an unpl~~ ~llel. 

Oliot'• own spiritu~l 4~elopm~nt i not in ~'ct role~t to tb 

:;,:t- ,,., f!tudy' nll thnt 1 of int<'~fltt i8 1ho rotlootion of a ftPiri.t-®1 

dw lopmont in tilf' 22!! , • tt 't1e w re to 4iaoovt-r t~t hi!> bad in ft\()t 

bMtn obj ct1vr1J' ~ntising .omMn~ 8le~•t3 fQiritu 1 d.cT~lop. flnt, the 

ta.ot would. 'b ot no eona-,qlU'nent mUMwbile it i e OCJ'lV niont to rAfe:t' to 

~1'1onoa underlyinB th pollJits, tht\ Ohtt.gl" in ut7l,. 1a undot2!.eblot w 

haT~ onq to oocp"~ •PX'\l'!rock' lfi'&h .A&-wedneed.tlz; n:td. Aah-·'gdn!adrt.y; 

with ilh• me,rt,ts. Thftre is a ~n~:r-al mOV' nt w'hieh m~ be ~preMnt84 

in rough~ thr phhtt t w pass ~~world of flickering i!h~p~e, 

:tigul"()S and bl.prese1o~, ob jootivnly 8et out, to a pbAa of intontl'(tly 

p :~.~ozml solf..oqlkle"ionin8 and •trivin« aftttr espiri "tu.al Vit'J1on, and 

ftintall7 to 'th'l •~3.1()!'le nnd preois movNn nt of ptut~e ot philosophiicnl 

sp~ntion. 

Mntthi®&en sa;ra 'lit would be Clib to e~y thet ill Xh! ~TnAt" 1.~1'.n~ 

-..nd •'!he Hollow en,.. Jliot vrot-. his Inferno, 1:!11'1 tbnt e1no~ '\h n his 

pQOtltJ ~ r:P:M~ont "f'artous stl'lgns ot p&st1fla' thl'ough ruretoriqt ~till 

auok. "· ror.arlc y posr .. d.bly illuminato both his uimtJ .,nd !\Chi v('m~nt. • 1 

It is dif'tioult to o e how f\ r~l'k which illu.niMtetJ hie f'.ch:t~v~nt 

01m ~ dhu.J.as d as alib f btlt li~tthi &S$h no .inubt f l t BOL"lC apol~ 

wo.e rh*iJd i"ol~ C OomJI\tmt SCI PP nt l;y O£lt'n to t"bo Ohlll'B J l)f glibn'"'Bfi t 

to illUDiru\t Aliot ' s '...ohi<"!V 1ent t!um hie conscious e.ir:t ... no poet 

would l.( no oo~ t.G to ~ttt !tl>t 11.lb:lth~ Co !.1\ia in .. ~- f'o:rtl, but 

tt.t.my' would s.llotf th~snlvo& to b st~~l¥ 1nflutmoMl by it • In looking 

. 
1 n~ Achi~W !lMt of T.s. m.s.ot (ll"d qan. 1958)· P• 11. 



:1t Uio*'e vo%'k ~ibt th~t b~und ot Dante•e poom, theretor.-, 1m 

cbc.ll not ~ •N tine 1 t a.e ct mod(lm COOAnd!a, but no bod3' of W<>ft 

into 'Wh1oh i~ from th"t ~bolQt"rY which connti tut~• Dnnt 1 o world 

find 'Obeir wa;:~, ""bon \Uiot naid that eo wch eould b<:' 1 am~d f:roD 

nantt\ about how to tn'i~ po&try, h• t116ht o:rft spocific~lly h :VA aa.1d 

th~t eo nuch could be loarn~d about how to bnn4lo 1tftae»e. It is tn thtl 

t~tnxmt of iml\geey (eM. in '\b \lao of spocllioall7 Dan11<'tm imogoey) 

:rather thtm. in otylo ~hat 1.:1o\ 1s t'lO t d$t"'QlJ" indobtod to Dt'l1\tn1 though 

ho bae alao mM.o on& or two <;onso1ouo tt ts a.t a. DantC\nn etyl~ nnd 

~laytbm,. 

tt 1a vonh nottne ~at Dante' a prnaenco a~~oerto 1 tor.tlf a'\ the voey 

b...glnnin&' of aliot' ooll•ctad wos. The monologu0 ot th0 to1'tlen~ 

Prufrook is p~ed b3' ~ wordG of tho ~4 OUido an Jlolltefol t~ a 

It I thought th t I ,. re ll\llk1rllf 
\nalfor to on "ha.t lliBb:\ l'f>turn to vi w 
Tb,.,. world1 this n.amo t~hould .VPl'mOrf'J oao.ne •bekin&• 
But since f'ltom tl.is tt.byaa, 1£ I h nr tru.-,, 
lfQne "tf'rer on.rM liv , I h8V1! no :tt~MU" 
Ot inf'aoy, but giv~ thee fQ'tew r duft.- 1 

Tb~ 11'01'11 of Guieo' words :is p3rn.llelcd b;r th" ilooey or ""lliot • s ti·Uo • 

Ouido only MaV~:rtt b&eaune ho ie qui-t• conv-luoed 'thAt h1a wordo v111 

lUtVor ~ the earo of ~ono on <~&rth. Pl."Ut1-ock''• 'LOve RofllJ' ie n~Wer 

uttft~d outeido th6 lnf'orno of his priftie 'Wloush'o Md eontliot~. 

Dan"o'e COUMelloro ot !'mUd, ot whom GuidO is o~ • nl'<\ puni811<'d not 

oorely by tb tonnu a of £U>o in which thny al"('t JWrlopC"d• but a1eo by 

tbe loss of ~eognieabl~ idont1ty in vhioh this ~sulta. Tho SUP.J6c tion 

io "hn.t turiivt-neoe am\ p~trtne llflk• it irapoosibl for peoplo propnrl7 

to kno·r and oym th!e~ nth or..oh othM."t eo ~h inMbitM~ of too 1ehtb 

Bowge is appropriat~ly iaolatnd. inaido ~ impon trablo wall of f1 "'• 

Sim:l.l~ly Pwfrook c~ t\()ver oom:runic:;.to ~ lov aona (&M if ha eoulti 

it would hardl7 bo this on•}, isolated au ru) 1• within 1he wA.lls of hio 

thund~ in 1'ho V ate Lo.nd Pari Vt 'Dnyadhvam' - 'OJml'>ftthiao• • !he 

pae~J86e l-Una M followeu 

1 W rno XXYII 61-66, in Mie S~ero• t~nslntion. 



~dhvntl t I hav>o hoard tlut key 
in-the dOOr onee and turn onoo onl7 

lie think ot :bh key, ach in his prison 
ThiF.kif.lg r~f th~ k t}y, each e onf'i.l"'ms a. :prieoll 
Only at n:tehttUllt aotht4'enl ~s 
ncvivta for e. fllOm~nt e. brok~n :Coriol~ 

~liot ooiUpucs thin in hitt Not~c with th $tox-y at Ugoliho (lnte;rno 

XXX! I I) t wllo t~lla Dn.nt() l':.ov br 'h!lard t hl'\ men nniling up thf' sate of 

th~ to~.r in whi.cll be ~nd b:in son• ~re i.Dprison«.l. fhe idea of iap'#ieon­

» snt wj.th®t hop& cf es~:pe (Guido i s ·.qURlly i "Jl:pr1sonC'jd) 'b~oOr-,e& to '&liot 

& way G't ~'Ugt;~~totht8 t be CUr84 of' indiVidual coDacio-uonose with ita 

inevitnhl i().Ol~"tion,. Hi s pu-rpORt• i~; al~ost t.~x,plici.tly ehown b7 hif.l 

juxtapotd. tiM ot '\hf' Ugolino quot ntio.n with another :frorJ 1.n. llredle,-

on pr•c1s~l,J t hi s isolation• • .... DIY coxp ri~no~ falls 'IIi thin 1\'cy' own o!Ml e t 

makes P~Ck 1ne!$pablo of deoisivo ppaoeh o~ c.etiont h& is too much 

a:wnm ot th~ ilip~•~~ibilit7 of Otn.'lunioa\ion. 

It i e impN sibltt to na.y jUst what I meanS 
But ne if n taQgic lo.ntorn threw thEJ nowee :l.n pa'ttcr.ne on a. so~ent 
l:ould. it have b Den worth whil 
It on&, ~ ttling a pillow or throwing oft a ehawl, 
~ 'turning towal'd th~ td.ndo~f; ahO"v.ld aqt 

•ftlat :ls not 1i at all, 
'fhat i s not wha:t l aeut, at a.ll. • 

n~ whol• ot tlhl POP"O ttnda-rlin&£ th. :tl'Oll3' irll>licit in tb.fl •you f:lnd t • 

of th~ first lin • Guido•& wordu no~llJ hn~o littlo chdnoe of bntng 

hea.rd ou.ttJida Hells Prufl"Gok' G wMD havo eV eJ'l lnf"~ cht\tl('l( of beillg h~a.rd 

outsidi) the •you' and. ~h~ • I• 'Which arn bO'th Pru.trook. Tho f...elinp of' 

impo~~nu~ and isolation whiCh doainnto th~ poem aro sr~tly i~ern$-~ in 

t ho ~iW by a rneogn.ition of 'the parallel botW&en the situations ot 

Guido in Hl)ll and Pruf rock itt hitueelf' .. 

Ot all .1liotts oe.rlier York, 'Prutroek• R.nd. 'lhq ~a.sto, L~¥ a%'e tho 

pi ooos most i:ldob'iud 1o Dante .. fto f'liekerina phantt1Jlmn.gorio vo:rld of 

~e Wast £t Land. probablzr owes a BOOd dea.l m<>:JM to llnnt t han a. q,uotetion 

o~ two. For xampl f: , not only ia ,.liot•a •unmta.l City' 1\teOO. with Dnnt n'e 

Limbo by a quotation, but tho ~est of tho se no • th .. sighing multitudo 

nth dovn.efl:e'l ~1'co .,. ths 00ddf'n r aeoll.'llition and hni l ing of Qll old 

ao-qu.a.itrt-;~.neo in tho pem<m ot St~tao:n .... is flll i n th~ BJ)i :ri t of thf;) 

Inferno. 
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13ui if w refor t$, 1lai!t 7J!e Wuto LMd. ao iliot'o Inf'!r.t;Ot it must 

btJ td. 'th at:ro~ %'(!)mu;v&tions • fte tleotirlg f~e ot !tresiao 'a Vieion 

aro never ros.lly iflhabito..nta of :Da»te•s wwl4, beonus~ they a~ not seen 

Ggaino' the bc.~und ot the Oa>thol:lc GJytholottrt t:md their tate lack& 

thn.t t:wM:londous ~~l1tz t&ioh etrlkos us oo ntrongly in, f"o~ instAno~, 

Danto' a picture of Paolo and Jtranco-aea. 

~n.nte pl..e3'e a more impCJr1en"\ part in tho lat8r work, sino~ thuro 

both tho mythological. background r.wd tho ~s uaod Are ott.,n clOsC\ to 

hie own. 'While l liot has ndlfer w:rittoo a roal Wemo and would wia<l'ly 

nover attecpt a b~adifo, be hae como vory elost- to producing an orierad. 

ftl!lt.!'to~~· lt is no ooincU•no@ thn~ in th• pnsea ~ thn fUnmto:s:'i.o 

we see his ·dobt to Dante most ol~l~~ 

Uliot•s ~torio ie of ooUftJo AIJ!...Vetmosdaz. lt would. 'bt! t~ to 

say that all biG vol'k cinco then bas a.lao b en a kil'lli of Puretorio-1 

but 4Bh-liodn':'Bda:L: trtande out tar mere prominttntl:r in ibis rof;ftlact. It 

is rich in Dant.c:m imec~, and 1httoe i.mnBfts blond with th~ images of 

!!liot's o'Nil omergi.llg ' personal m~l~' as well ae with ellueiono to 

Cai;holio li~ottl prGotioe. Placina 'tho poem ol~ar]Jr in tbe context 

or a Cln-istian ech•me of thinget .~liot d.l:'&va olOIJt):t- to bo-th tflo spirit 

nnd the ~thod of Danto. He bt)g1no, ~o, to ote.t~ a little mo:ro es:plioit• 

ly tbrow;h the Dantaan mytholoQ W'hnt ho had onl)" hinted at tbroU{{h tho 

o()J!'q?e.ra1li11'e :ayihol0$'1 of Tht WW!to Ltm~t nam~ly, tht\t r.n~l and. lifo 

art'\ o:rt~n 1E no" o..lwa~ achiovocl through a. proooea involving ~nunc1ation 

or etenth. Tho remwotation o.nct doa~ o~ A!Jh~ 04nofdfW .Parts I and II are 

unquootiona.ble. Altbougb 1-. is no'\ made clear', th~J tblese~d face' 

:r~MUlloed at the boeinnins may b~ 'fil1o same taco which i& found &t ih endt 

a fnce lfhioh in nant~•a uorld vo'~ld c41trta:lnly ~o tho fs.oe of aentric(.h 

But this io speculation, not c"rhlilint.:rt nnd. 1 t is ne w~ll to romembor 

thnt the orde;r in which th& A!flz-~~e~z series nov ~p~o.re is not tht\ 

ord.~r in which tho pieon• we-re orieinttl~ publiehod.. on thtJ o"lher band, 

tho nlteNti ->n ot the ori!!nal order is i t~lf ei8nificant, a:td. mnkea 

fo~ n more ahap&l~ etrue~rat ~onunoiation in th~ first part l oado to 

that o.aco~tUlco ot annihilation llhioh to tilo ~innina of p\U'G't:liiion, 
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in tb oecond J tho pur&« to rial aaoMt ~eo plae 1n tha i;hirc\, to b 

tollo d by t~ viJJ1on of the garden and 'th$ lad¥ eo a._rongly raminiso .. nt 

ot thn rthl~ Po~is•• 

'Nhoever i• renouno~d in th first parb (lf'hioh w., cannot ee~Bbliuh) 

ie lose importlmt tbt'.ll "tho fBCt ot rtnunoio. ti(m i tan lf,. ti i tl1 ~nun'0-1-

ation, vc.1n otriTiJ388 oenatt and a prt\yer to~ a pot\itive kind of rca~ 

nation fo11omu '1'eaeh ue to Mr nnd no~ -to ~ /Teach us to ait 

et1ll·' fh1a 1s tho atete vhioh hAs boen achieved in Part n. whero tho 

OOilB of the bonos app.are. A• ooon ~e l'a!'t I baa endod vi tb ito 'Pray 

~or us nov and o.t the hour of our denth', vo are oonhontf'd with t he 

r 1ne of a. OQ~e t the bonoe only. fbh& vhi te 1 opardo lla.\l'o teet on 

th !Net. And pr aidin£ over the e\1Wlge acenf' ts A. whito-golllU'Id lady 

who honouro thu VUgin in moclita~ion. 

!he nature of th~ leopnrd.e h~s beon muoh diaCUGI'!f"d. ~ot"e io no -
1"03ec>n ~o wppos" that tM7 hav (l.'lJ3 ocmnt%otion whateve~ vi~ th<" thl-.tte 

beaets vhioh oonhont liant. at thft beg1nnif16 of 'thtl Ipfeo• Vha"eYe~ 

eloe Do.nte •., bet'ets may b~ intond.$4 "\o :t'flprosent ( wbf.ltb r it b~ luat, 

pride aJ¥1 :varioo !4' the line of :fOU'\h, llt'nhood and flge) e ~h Y U8 . 
cl~l\rly eYU ond c.aueo ~te gr. t f'C\U. llliot•a leopards, on t he othor 

band, nl'e obviously bf!!netic nt, sine the bon._,. aro •glad to b& eoatterGd\ 

!he l'(l.-"l.dOl' pins 'tfho taprt'8o1on that tbe leopal'do' devouring of thG 

neeh has bMtt almost of tho o:rder ot a ri"Nal notion. lla do not thillk 

ot tbC\'11 aG mv ning boo.stc • but ae pQJ'ticip:mtiJ in fJOl'lO I!IJ'Gt&rioua 

prood8, ~ vhich hnviJ'Jg ;porro:rmcd their allotted. task the~ mAY rotire 

to lick. thoir pnwn ocntontodl7 in tbi) obade of o. jUniper-trao. 

luflt ae no one ini~rpretation can~ nooepted ne exhau&:rU.f!B th$ 

tdeniftcu.ce of Dante's bonat•, eo too~ 1a no tdJuplo equi~lf.dlt tor 

m.iot' s v r'!! dittorant leoparde. Indeed, b f'oro eoekitl6 aey quivalente 

at all, it 1~ ae woll to &coopt the ~·s thQmeclves and allow their 

vie'UI\l quality i'ull pl '3'• li1 this wn~ a total imprrss1on of th• econe 

beg!na to fom 1n the Dind t tm iaproos1on 0~ qUint G rem 't1 'ffhioh appli$8 

oqu.,.,.lly tu the laopude, th• bon0e and ( denp~ to the p:ll't\dox o 111 the 

cmg of tho bon u) the Lady. ~e lcop~e er~ at ~Mf\ booa.uee th+"y 



havft fod ~ ~t"".tietYJ 1be ~ ie in tlle poac of oonttm}pln'%iont tho bones 

ere ai po~~ b~eau$0 'h~y ~glad t~ ba &o~t1erad c·~ did littl~ good 

to qeh othe1"'} &nd thoy shin& 'fd1h b:rightntts•• !he tl:OtJt tnlportant 

Viwal qunlit,- whi¢h 1h loopul;'de• 'bonoe and LadY' lk'\v in oommon is 

Yh.i t~nooe. !biB hmg of puri t3 1e :reinforced by the bones' clmnmescn 

th y a:ro {fle-d to have been ab'i.PJ'od of flosh. 

tt ia not 1n uei~ »anto'a thr o b~st• that 1liot ie h~rA following 

Dante 1 indeed, h~ is o.,rtatnly' m1 using the thl'oe b•aate. nut hA 

follouc Dante 1n th!l aethod of uaing hie itu\gost that 'all~l'i®l' 

ntrthod wh1oh 1n th<l 0CC~~D9dia dif'lers so lfid ly frrm 110mal all~r1cal 

mt'thod b7 usin.r e~nereto, pa:.riicula~in~d figu;rob 1natccd of poreonified 

abatra.ctions. tniot•s e(lG'IIll.Gnto on Dantllll•e lu~aato a~ h elpfUl hel."'t einon 

the;y ~vo us l!&.aG idoa. of how tc awrot\oh his ow . ~s ill ~eh-Wod.n$8Mzt 

1 do not :raoo:ta~ltd., in fir-st l"eadillg the first canto of tho 
tnt;emq, ~yil'lg o.bou1; the id.on'llity of the Leopard1 tho Lion, 
or tho SM ... :ioU'. It ie Nallr better., &t the etart• not to knou 
or (JUe wlla:t they do mean. Vhe..1 .,-,.. ahould comtidA:r i.e not so 
1m1ch the ;a~anirJB of 'the images, but t bo l'tWersa proceaa• that 
vhioh l ed. a man having an taea to cpress it in ~s. ..e havo 
to ool'iaidor th . type of mind whiclt b;r l'l~ture and practio~ t •nded. 
to oxpr•es itso.lt' in allogo:eyt and, tor a eompet4mt poet, 
n.ll~:ry me~ oJ.im:r, !1£e!,l j\m~a. .And. clear Vi&U.al ~ cu-o 
givnn l!lUOh aol'f) !iit~rdifif'i7 h 'ng a meaning - ve d~ no't need 
to kn"v what that moaning i•• but in C1U' avmrenGfS of the imag0 
wo :nu.ttt be aware tha1 the r.loaning is t.laere too. 

J tth1oeeon. unUko oo ma.lq ot llliotta oomontc.to~,. app ~ te have 

hoedad. th1G: vuning in examinil'lg tn.iot•• own YOrk# '••••9 8.l!"' tdmply 

pres~rlt\td ~ :pio'Wl'e of hie tl'lroe bUL\fftll nha'ving f'~d to nati~tre 9 and. 

tor tb.sir Gt4ntionP.al. s:18nifioanoo her"e that piotU%"-6 eeeme adoqnn.tot it ia 

uml()C~B881'7 to tw.nsl 1• thet.' into abatract1ons ••• • 2 

'Sl:laabeth l>h'lf takes a .1'ungia.» viewe ' !h"7 ere 11'1 t~ tmdtt1on of 

all th~ ~!M' ~he 1n Which th0 lv~l.'O is owllov-ed and- 0Jtlergos 

l'"ogene$'kd, just as t;h~ eoattttX'ing of th bonoa 't lle of tho sama 

ptJJChic :oeaU.ty ae ~o di1Jn't~bemt'Jht c>f Dio~us or of Oa1rts. • 3 this 

ie a umtful ~t in that it avoids 'thu pitfall or atttJapting to 

attribute a apooifie abrrtmot mea.rdng to th~ lfK>pards, while at the s.'lEW 
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t~ it of:t~ro rcot:l explanation ot 'tlh~ ~'thuito quality of the PM' o 

{lik.-. tll t ol 'Death b)' WattJ!'' 1n P!o Y.ast1t Lo.nct), and it l"nda ue baok 

to tlm 'fery nw.d pa~ph ln 31tot•a oaaey on D41tto. U re he hf< re to 

aomBthinc which oounds rtt'2t\.lita.'b17 like th~ Jurlair..n p:motico of •act1v~ 

imaBtnation• t 

D#nto' s 1n a :!jm~at,.;:agtnation. lit i.e Viaunl ~tion in 
a d.itfnront oenae tho.t of s. ~.m painter of still lifet 
it is v1aual in thfl tum.e th~1; he livud. tn an a,;o in whiob m t11 

still a.w vieione. It we a fJS7obologie-~l bnb:l.t, the trlQk of 
which we hAvfl forsottt"'l fi.ot oompletaly, tb Jungian would e:oiJ 1 
but s sooa as &flY of O'LU' own. \le bavo nothi».g but d.roaoa, and 
we h.twe torgott n that t'~f\illa vieiona -a pnetioe nov rolegGtod 
to thro abo:rra.nt I'J1d. unt'dllc t d - va.e onoo ~ o"l trtgn1fioant, 
inte~atintfs and dicoipl1ned kind. of ~amirtg. 

nbat :tiut 1n f.e.ot n"it~tn ln thie :Pa$•~ of A®~~!~ .. ~tt~zio to n•sent 

~ c.e it v re ill a vi•ie.n, not l)l!imnrily thai V& should dipoover an 

ab$'\1mCt 13N:m1M f'or tht">m, but rath$r tho.t ~llo7 should. ®ont., Ul>On ua, 

oonooioual7 o:- uncousciaual)r, -to OOI.'m\U'lioo.t~ o. fooling of ol~Mtd.l\g and 

rel o. And thi• ia undoubt dl7 'What tho~ 4o. It 1a aohi~od l %'8•11 

thl'our.h the -:=n to.nt emphasis on 11hi t"'lll~e J 

Tha I .a~ 1B wi tnd.r;:;"'fl 
tu a 'ifhi tr. covn,. to Cotl't~lation, in ~ white ~w11. 
~ th llhi toneae of bol'l(ta •t~ t12 :f'orgettulnt"tle. 

'fh• wi tn loopardc &trip tho tleah dow to tho 1lhi '\e bonCJ. and the 

wholo ao.na appears to bo presided ova~ b7 th Lndy in 'Ulo whit,. BO'Cf!l• 

It ia bocauao of' her that th bontJa Dbintl with brigbttwts• iJb 1i ia who 

hao ~® 1h1• p~tlon po.aeiblo. (\ie ~ber .... rue point tbnt it tm1J 

Beabi~ bet"Self vto a.aoend. into Liabc to n.$k V1~U to coo:r&panJ' 

nr.rrt& on hi• pilsrimac to ~ pu~Gntion.) 

Th 1 t e aoe~ptanc of annihilation io ehe>wn w be th~ poini a1 

Which ~.,not¥"-t.ion bG<)Oi\1(t8 l>Gft1bl ., fl'hio in no l)ropoe1tion B'lt1.ted 

di.cum1vely 1n b 14 t l"'la, but 1 o nainlr th no-tion vhinh th~ · i~a 

OO.tiVt'YI .A.n<l I who om he~ di•t'Sf'mblnd 
h'offol' sy d..U to oblivion, and my lov01 
!o th poeiertty ot th. dltaort and tho fruit or th€' gourd. 
It io thta whioh ~ covus 
~ sute lhc atrirJgo of my eyeo A11d the ~tibl~ portions 
Which the leoparda r~3oo~. 

!lh• aonne 1n th• d.e&e:rt, th iJ:ml.moria.l ple. ... ~ of t"ertf'tftl and ~onorationt 

1 Op. oit. P• 243. 
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1fhioh -wt~n rooto~ to lite • 

.. ihat ot '\he 1dcm'ti t:r of th~ L~ lt dooe hOt 1'MP lly cone m ues 

tlt mr.a.ln point 1e tht\t eh tw.tUe hozt ~t1cn aR Gn image. flho ia not 

th., Th'81nt einc 4Sh~ hot'.\OUre tho Virctn in m~io.tion•. Sbt< 1e eillply 

a Lllc\Y Who• w1 th thG loo 11ds • tho jun1por-troo and the deacrt, pzrneldos 

ever the woa ot l'N1'lJQ'tion1 th olnnnalllg of ~ bonoa. llhotht~r or not 

eh is nlao tho Lady or vn-11114 alet r O't the la~.r pnrte dootl not mtto:r 

%n th~ ao»s of tho bono~ appear r~f'or®coa to \h~ Rooo nnd tho 

Gazoden (apparMtly sten1~ eithor the Lad.y or tJa VUgS.n). ftloao 

Smtl.soB beco:sn moro and more Cooquont in Bliot•s later wl'k, wh01'0 the 

~ · o.nt to'tltU'da uadWone.l ir:3gos is &t110~ ~ ( t~ tiro o.tld. the 

~eo At the Olld of ,S,4t!}e 0144¥!B aft ft tar f#'9 hom tho otartlinB 

•eth~IMd-tWenine* imaQory ot •r~·) . But those tmdi tioMl ~a 

wnich ~11ot adopta Q,JtO, u w aball e~, ... loyod by h1tl 1n an 1Mividun.l 

WQ:3 lthioh re1nto:rooo m\he!! than axha.ueta til41~ 8Ul«f RtiYe poea1bilitiOO• 

Another f~iuro of tho 80118 of thf'l bones wioh te etbamctf!rlatio 

ot' thtt lo.tor Jn1ot ie \h corJOtBtlt play of ~x, Md eai he onlle 

(With Rtoronoe to Lo.no8lot ~r.e) ·~•ilw th" wo.ri.'. 1 Wo baT!'tt 

tw tno~o•• • ~ ot the oaldleae / Joumq to ~» ond • t tho Ocrden 'where 

all l~a OJ1d • tm4 tho <bJ:den 'whel'O all love ends• • ftLe tunbisuiti • 

of tho wotd 'Gnd' (e&att:ltion; pu:r,poso. ~tion) uo exploited to 

the tull1 ae nro • ori' anA •110%'14• tn Po.ft 'f. 

PaS"t ni m16£&eto •he oeecn'\ of the PuJ!8 '\onal Mount. Do 11t,.X'Bl 

CJUnt l?US'gator.f beOd., ~ COU!'80t b road intO tho pas~. '1110 (fOne~l 

notion ot oltebt.ne and etrumle ie cuft'ioient to nohievo tho poet's 

ptarpOflo, vho~OI' or not ono haa Dant,. 1n mt.m. All tbat lo .rteG eaar:y is 

that ono ah{)ll].d be nfth ot t\ oovere moml etwmlo in ihc oouroe ~ 

(and pertly ~boU.aod by) an accent. !ho etsm carmott u to ecmo~U\aa 

1 Selooti.Hl ~ (3rd e<ln. 1951) P• 347 (fran ' Lanoelot .&xld.rowee'). 
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fi'U6SODtodt OOft'eapoad. t¢ tho --~ &)tQpa ~t tho ante Of .P\uyJa~ 

(o·anw IX), tor the •~to fta80ft thn't tQ.!ot'a az;e olea~l7 etaua With 

•~ ~. not thfte etepo. '!'he paunae coft'espoftdat 1f an,J'tbtrl«, 

nc't to Dar.Jt.-• o onbnn00 into Purt:ra~, but to hia ectual Gaco:rtt of the 

lt igb.t be ob,3~tod that tho souls. ut.o t\1'0 ~od. in llcnt •e "rio1on 

Mv'o 1~ PMtJ44 be-JODl all coral \I!\J8elt"Je1 ud (t.OC)(Jpt th 1r x;Ali'Bnt1on 

wtlltuBlyt vhenae tbnro 1a a1111 awel'O bOM1 ebumlo in -:n!.ot•e 

PfLSS!lBG• nut it vo ctmaedo that~ bimoolt io tleYU' co"ly en objoot­

tve e,pmttato~ ill Pul'ga~, thn objooUon loaoe toroo. no rema.1ns a pzoo7 

to pe~l CODtliete, dwbi& 8114 f$tlftt Ob ~ b.'OIIl hie dl'o8tl ot tho 

s:l.ftn, tor trle~, o.r¥1 fill n b tho ~ !'aftdiso wtwn ooafzoOtlt 4 

b;r .hatnoe ( 11'14G~• pel'hape ClOre ao tbtm C\'V('!l' at thtit •togo). Dante • a 

om ~gation ia «Qmbo11cn.ll~ a~l1ebcd. b7 tho reoel~ of tho eovon 

P'o to~ tho aovcm s1ne (£.tsSftt&), aDcl their O<Jl'OmOilial r(l.tlt)'ft\1 ae he 

01~s !'too hiii tour ot llQOb suaoeos1ve oomioo. On this View of 

ll::mte • e mol'al ana omotiotlnl irlvolvoaellt, tho rouah p~llol of '!U.to• • • 

naocnt w1tb ~ ollmbiJl6 of MOtmt Pul'(ra~17 atands a.a 1QS1tilnn."o• It lo 

tmhor endosed b7 tho o~l t1 tle of :Pn.ft In. • Al soo do 1 'Eeca.11no. • 1 

e. quotnt1on frot1 Blie't 'B woll-1CV'od AmaU .. Daniol pa~ 1a Ot\nto XXVI. 

l'at~i&asnn baa 8Ufr8$8ted a trfl detailed int~tat1on ot m.tot' • 

et&S.ma that "'h• tbltre di'ri.aiona ooxeapond to til& ~o divtsiona ot 

th elns ~ on the Mount· - Lovo Porvmed, LOY })ettootS.Vt'- e.M Love 

Exoeaa1vo ot s~ Good (or, ~,., oolf~~, eloth, ~ 

leti8Wll1 v) • !hie 1e a muoh lllOro 11kol7 and t>l air)g thM)17 than th(\ 

otho:o, tbotf6h n!)ither 1e ncoeesc17• B'o ad44 an 1ntt'%'6attng ~~ vhich 

~.nUcatoa ohe a~ of tho uaot\llneM or ~lo(Jiaa11rto6G•• 'SUch a 

:t~er that tbt'l a~ of tho eoul tthioh 'Jliot to dttpie~tine OOft-MPOJJd 

a.loo to a complc" 17 dav6lopod pn"t<Jn ot phUoaOphio Nl4 ttel1810U8 

thouabt, would. 1"'QQ'Vo thn experience ~ al'i7thina puroq pflraoMl, and 

1tCJUl4 thuo ernble it to po•soea a oo~ un1Y~ftla1 td.Bfdtioanoo. 1 1 

-----~----------------------------------------



Pm IV brinse ua to whni is clearly, whrihor plame4 ol' 1:10t, JJ.1.iot•s 

Yebion of '\b(' ~hl3' PaadttJO (and ott8 suepeow that h .. !'e at l oaat p~ 

ot th6 1"08C'Dbletlce 1a 4olibet.\l~e). SGYora.l 41t:ter~ 4ft obviou' 1 t 

ta cl~l.J' o. SBM&n tn oontroa't io 'Da!lte•a toretit, Beatr1c hne muoh ao!'B 

1o 1 than 1Uio~•-.. •aUent s1etos-•. ontt t1guro S..e in whitG Gild blu(\ aJld 

tho other b «ft&tlt and eo orh Bu1 the so!Ua1"al o.bouphee ot thft .scon 

1 'Ytt'Z1/ 11k.o »ant•'•• and otll r 4e1aile eupport the puallo1. 1'h bees 

aM. ftovere, the spi'1Jt« and tbf\ abtwrl, fU'e thero1 Dl1d %"eferoncoa to tb~ 

~JIS t-Gtftorod1 SU«gf')tlti.QA' A DOOtirt8 aftet- lot>& 1Jop&ft,1on. 'l'he • jewelled 

un!oomo• eleo ~11 fNB'geot soma ~aion like ono of~. Deatriclan 

p380M.tu. 

But it 1a ~o fl~ (or poeaibly t:tsuroa) anooln.te4 vitll the power 

ot intoro~saton and the -.oov~ ~ l011t 11moocmoot lfhich ia moat 

sign1tioant. Dante • a Vfl'ld cmd 1ot• a htmt aeet • tbe No't~l Of', 

a pnl.'l41s.o-.ot"fl0 p~td.cle4 OV'e*' b7 e lad~ w1 th J318te%'1oue po.w.,re. »orot~ 

St.\J'Ol:-8 • d&aoription 0t Dante' a ~hl7 P~ne awlies equall7 well to 

mJ.oi• a ~·n• 

Often and oool Ul4 t.rasrant vi"h tloweft, ~ v1th biJ!d­
ecmg a.bd babblil18 brook ut4 troe-topa Watling ln tho v!o1 that 
1\CV'ea with the ~ wo2!'148, holdin« fad ita aool'et of 
ZOOJ>Btl"ia'tion and rcn -.1, this le tho pla.oo th t 11 JDanlrind 
1'8111 !bore. Thia 1a ~o to.reoHen innooODOe1 thl'un bQ.ck ~ tho 
~ of Atam' a guilt into th• uaeoMoiOJ.Ienotte of all his 80f'ld, 
the ~of 1dl!oh boublea the Ulaeirat1on o:t fODe children 
aDt1 aU poote with tnuats.om, of' :lmtloJ"talit,-. 

In ch. cas• thia p:arndleo ie ~ tt r " atrenuoue !l.$0-'U'lt • end in 

it e. meoiitla tAkoe plae wtth tho lady who p!r()td.dM ovor it. In iltotta 

pc>oc 'ho~ a%e otgne ot 'tvo lodiea, althoueh 'hom tbo M~ ot th~ poOC! 

wo cannot bo IIU»r' . One app~ to b -e silent o1Gt~, 'but eh~ S.a not 

noo ouril3 ldont1cal with 

OM who IOO'f'ee in the t!mo batwoen aleop Mel woldbB1 veoris1g 
Wbito l~'t tolde41 ehM'thod about h~r, f'oldod. 

'l'hU i.o tho fiBUre J.'O&~»ed to th• ~t • • v1e1cm, perhaps tho 'bloosM 

ta.c • ~@ld 1n Pari t . U "hie itt a sepunto t18Uro f'J.oon the •v•ilod 

aietor' 1 th•7 DGVtJ~&leea both have featuroe 1n common wlth llunt.., •fJ 
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.JJMtrlcth 1 '1'h eilont elstel' le cl&a.:J:"ly aaeootated Yi th poVttft of 

!nteroftulon.J the figUre 8h thed in 'lthi t~ llsht 1• mor l1kol7 to 

rel,)haent an ~ rt&noe of the ~;ey o~ ~. 'l'hie 1'4!~ cr 

J>oeto~tion 1o an «Z:Parienoe troated o.ltsO 1ft la£!!e .. 'rho f11ot tbnt 1 t 

ebould be esproaeod ~ th~ ima6 ot a t 1 £~ ps!()Vidoa plenty 

of opporiW\dtr tor J\mainn epOG!llc:'ioa <m the ~le or tho nntma 1h ~ 

1ndivtduat!On proooea eucree1~ by the obape and ~:ey of b.>th Jniot • s 

end nanto•, VOJkJ but vheth r or mt we plo7 thn toohnicul ~omo ot 

those ot lmtlk • e t:rioia.n pQ80&111a, frQI what l)liot oa.lla the world of 

th~ 'hish ~· • 2 
JUaB Oo:l'4nor hMt •i£fnitioo.ntl)"t e.nothor ml"'tt fer ita 

sho ~oake of •the tlut l~er 1Jl blue arm.~. Q%K\ ~ "ailont s1et('l..r 

v.tlod tn lthit ADd 'blue" 1 ~ the W02:'ld of priTCi«' ~~in6•' 3 

Vbel'e ntot.. •high dre:la. Nld »ant~· a hln'o ., ~ notcbl f tvee 1Jt 

oom:;,on, tlle ,u.,atlon wbthol' 1Dd1rtdual Jqtll-m:dri»« hna been euboH!mtEM\ 

to ooneoioue ~~. or 'rica Vn1'ftn, .b indett.mino....,. comoon features 

do not MOeeaar.:UT Saply- bor.tori!2c1 on th ot~ hnttd, th po~t17 ot 

vision need tJOt be devoid ot boft'Ovtfte• In •ithe:: on , U:lot ~ AIJ!r 

w~z!nhnbite ttant •• vorla, vhet~r ho bafJ ~17 •tt~tppod in'to 

it, or a~yed into it UMvaftth Cou14erln8 th ~loomno" o:f hi »ant~ 

f:t88"7 of 1929, hOflfWor, tho 1fltter 4oea uem Wll.!k('tly. 'lh1o dOoe aot 

preclude p1i:n.t ~~ an wellt bu' thnt is & proaoea which, in 

811ot1 aeeoJ'te 1toolt fully only at o. lAtt"'r •taBe· 
Unlike :Dant'l!•a, t'l1ot•• ~1.7 :ParM.iu do4ta not beoom~ til e&\ting 

tor t1'41le1&"1oll to a POJ.'ed1_,.. '1'h ~z-ionc to Yhioh 1 t gS.v e 

oxp1'oeeion toke• place on 6 mu.ch mJ'c.> aodest eoalo1 and 1o OUOO!Iod~ 

bt r-..nowod conflict aud q~eti<>nina iJ:l Part V. !he proocse of Pc.ri IV 

1a, 1n Leavia•a vol'da, 

1 ro 'iul'c'ta ~ b• tound ill OOlt':lon with Dlmt '• oth~r h lport~ too, .uoh 
u n;. Lucy who intercodu fOr him_. end th• lad7 Mt\tildo. whoa h 
moots valldng amo~ the flowen in th& ·~h17 PamUae { 'l.llo walked 
betvoon thn violet and 1ihr.'l viol••• 'beglrut Uiot•e Pari tv). But 
those o.h ainor fteure• in l)Qnt"''• wo~l4, and. tbttir atsn1f1o()J'l() ia 
tnolud.od t\Dd uoee4ed in ~ho f~ of B trice heroelt. 

2 ~leo,tad h!!f.f (31"d e4n.; 1951} P• 262 (troll Dante). 
3 • All ot .'l.s .• rn~t (1949) p. 100. 



A proco•• ~ io De.nte' e J but th.t' aodem po4!1t can makl\ no 
pr&tf'noo to Datlto • B oorli tude • to hie fta peat~Geaion o:f h!a 
rtsion. The asabiSui v that oonatmc1a a p~rioua bo.ee ~or 
~joicibg in the tOUJ:"lh fJf.'lll b:ri!lp doubt nnd toa:r of ~r 
tft4oh017 1n 1he fifth. 

'l'h!a f1nh soetion ~a to the rathor tortuous tUll'lOr o#/ the firot in 

whioh a wo:rd O%" ~oe itt tume4 C:Wtlr aDd We%', •ru.bbed and ~eeti0l'la4' J 

but h•re yielcl!llB ao~o fruitful r"llaultft throuel\ th t ' squeee1rag' of tha 

trOrd 1r1 th ~r of~~~ (b;v aeune aleo of a. quo•·u.<m bom 

AndJtewM} Which ia applied -e. th ~m.s 'lfoi"d' an4 •world'. Dan' •a 

wos-ld now reooaee, aDd what tollovs is a eerios ot ob~rw.tione alld 

petiiio:na a4d.roaeed to the voUGd atetor ratb.tr in thr etyle o't eODe of 

'th obol'Uaoe tl'OL'l TAA !99k• Th~ lines ~ ~ the eent.tnt1ou , and 

1Mk th Tieionar.r int ns1t7 of the ~at ot t\P..W.a.neadaz.. But l\t thn 

end of ill eect1on1 tho phrnea 'l'Jl'i\ti»C hom the outh th,.. witb~ 

appl~ttd • r~inde ua that un4er De11trloe • iJ reproaches tbat io Pl'Mi~lY' 

vbrlt Dt\nte le doiJW• ~ the laet iaafl of o~ atn. In ~e 

~-o~q thia ita a•tM:IOiat$4 with hie~ of tho watt'ra ot Loth&J 

but in lt11Qt' s l'OM1Md coneem 1n PU'ta V n:n4 t't Yith 1"(1ltl\UlC1ation, Vo 

u 3:'01Dinde4 ot 'h~ ~owed oontliot in Do.nto aa h() taeea D() tri0<\1 'b8for., 

th final .qmbolio ot or pur1tioation. Aa they meet 'thie lnot oonflict 

bogtn , ana, etl;re Sliot, 

in 'tho tU.alogu.e that follows vo eae th pasdom:te oontliet o~ 
'$b.Q old ffl lings with thf'J nfNJ tho ~f'tort and triumph of a nev 
r DIU1Cia:tion, greater than thn ftllmciation or 'thft gray t ~ooaueo 
a l'Ol'llllloll\t1on ot f'"l~ '\hat pon!et btt~Dd th• grnv,. . 

t'bo :Mwnc1ation of Atth-lrd!J!W 1s no-t on euoh B hi!h lovel ot intonaiiy, 

·but 1shft oN.or ot cxp,.rl.~oo bas oloae ~ po.rol.lol• '00 Do..Dt•'• ~ 
oollfim th• SU86("8t1on tilat -· pocto are .GJOVins in tha hme world ot 

Yieion a.nd ot ap1ritufll oxp.riGnoch 'l'hoir ·~ CJ'OfUJ• in nnother 

eoN~e than the one 1ntt~tlded by 'l)lio't in hie us ot th(' phraa • 

Part VI or>•na with a modit 1;1on on '1urnine' • ~nod 11ke that 

of Pnrt l bN the J.ah-#edn 8dD.7 lo•non &om J'ool. ~t whoro&e tn Peri I 

wo ro~.d. ' BGoflU8G I do not ho~ to tum apb. ' in Pari n wa fl.nd 1natP04 



• AJ,~gup •. ~() wo ~oa introduo~ roapeotiY 17 tho b~ and. 

end pointe of tb.ct op1r1tual PJI'Oee undo%'10fte l1\ th.- OOUH(J of the poom. 

In~ I ve tind th• epenkar at a atatn of 41 illuoiOD!Ilent in Which Jtn 

dftep&ia of fNG~ tual!.b6 aga1J1 euooeilafull7 for joJ' end $0lno to 'the 

W1N sl0l7 or th podt1•• ~·. this deepa!r o~ hie own pow re ud 

of all \bAt -.be t~1to~ vor14 onn B1Yo loads hill to a Dtate Ullthich 

ho onn onl7 :ronounoo theeo ~a and Or:f M4 n1t tor Ulumino.tion f'1oom 

a aouro which is not mu.icnt. ln oth~ woK8 he 1e und.$r£OiJJ6 whn.t 

t fmlngelin would ODJ.l th" oonrtotion of iBa4e oy and ot a~. ~e 

po6tl bonre thia out quite oltt~Utl.7t 

.And PftS' to Oo4 W haV('- 1ll9l'07 UpOn Ull 

.Ar.4 I p:m7 that I 1 ~o.1 
Theae :t-.era ~t vitb ~1~ I too ttLlOb clteaue• 
~ muoh explain 
~. I do DOt ho}l(t to tum ~ 
Let thH w1'de ~ 
J'or 'tfbat le dou, not to b 4one aao.tn 
Jfe7 the ~i not be ~ h~aY7 up«m ua 

He kae J~GG<the4 tb pOint of oomplote tillneae aM. $1Qt~es, oon onq 

wa1 t 8lld om on17 l!'ejoioe in the wai tiJJB ( ' If ach us - si 1; tUl •) • 'lhie 

is a toa of that • a.. llight of th~ soUl • ~~l ot b7 st. J"obn ot thP 

OZ..OBII and dealt wt th again 1n lj?)!t Ooko~t 

I .aid to 'J1f3' ooul, be eilllt and wn!t without hopo 
Por hop would be hop to-r th• vroJ2B thitlst vo.it w11b.out love 
l'or lw would b lOft of the ucmg tbiDBJ tharo 1a ye t tat~ 
:But ~. faith and the lOTe qd 'Ulo hope ~re all in til vn.itil'tg. 

'lhis })<)in• 1• th~ poini o~ r:lpotleaa f'or epiritual ~l'fttiou, a etrlpping 

ond oloanei»e Of' a doi\th artd rebirth of th .out. ~1& pf'Oceu ie what 

we ,,.. in tho follov!Dg po a ot .A.f!:::'•4m!d!l• In Pu-t YI, with tho 

•convftreton' Oot4Ple._&, tho~ return atJClin the tsmpta,loDa to •aaeient 

3oya, and • Al1houah X 4o not hope to ttm1 ~ln' end •tbouBh X 4o DOt 

V1ah to wielt 11h~o thUls*• • th• 'beaut,- and. Vit~it1 of tnwt1ent 1;hi:n6tJ 

oUlloQP tho ti}X'nkC~r'• appointrni wq of aaoatioiotl. !he failur ot 

vo:r:l417 rJOlaoo in Part I oottrofn)Otldb ~17, 1D tho all ry ot ep1l"itunl 

oxpe!iion<K't vi tb »ant • e looblg hia v :y in thP wood at tho b gS.mina ot 

the }nf' mo. Jut the:aM iB no l)al"all• l in Dante for tho ~ nebd oontliote 

ot Parte Y atld lit for '\h 

to th b ~t1ti.c V1Gion. 1'h 

~a~on tbn. t Vld'O S.e in niot no pn~llel 

oov 1:7 ot innoQ&ne• 111 ln.iot'a ~nhl7 



Peradie~ baa not ~n a lasting oxporionoo. 

In fn.rt n •ho •sister ' ie still addNesod, as in Po.rt Vt but h4tr 

mi}.i,!S is no lonser 'Da.ntean. ne vorl4 of ~lio"*& privatA ~h-matt~ 

e03~s a little mo~ st~ly to th~ tora. laagae ~reht throughout 

hio wol'k appee.:r her&~ and tako on added si«tt1tiean~ troJn ihoi~ usn 

t'l&owhertlh _\cooptanco of tb.e continuing polila1bili t7 o'f epiri tunl 

desolation anile to b& ell;lluliJis~d. whf)n f:t'Ot'l Pan V ot fh• ~n.•t• :U.,t!, 

( • AGOJ18St tho l'Oek on¢~ eannot •top or think • ) v& oo-oo to tho onA of 

AJh-ti~dqesd~t 

Teuoh us to sit still 
tv en MO~ tileee Ncke, 
Our J.)t)Mill in hie vill 
Arid. won a.mona those rooks 
S1atfiX't JlOthnr 
And epirit ot the rivor, ·apirit of thff emt, 
Suff"r tJe not to bo a~para:tod 

.Alld lnt m)' org COfltt unto 'Chflf>• 

Th., jurl~position of th line 'Our poaen in his will ' with thn imagP. ot 

th &oa eohOt:"fl th~ oft-quotmi linEls ot Picoc.rdn in t.bi!! 'Paro.diso, whore 

the 'rill ot 9od ia its~lt tlln aee. to which, lik~ ri.v~m, all 1h1~ nova 

••• and l!ia n1ll ie our p~e.cs; 
fhio ia the aM who:rou.nto all thill6'fJ {it" 
!hat it oxoaaUs or nry,~ tumioheo. 

But tM rauga td auggcetivonoaa of tho iJee.-1~ i~ dotttrsni~d by ~liot's 

own pc1ttam of r reul'X'«tn' ~s. !hA ps.ssaee in t~ tllid.dl"" t>f Pan VI 

exproeaea not mu•lT o.n ::r;pGriMce of t~.cptation, but ~leo an u:p .. rt!'lnee 

ot ~l(itlse. '!'bn insidious po~r of smlauous d.elishts is sugg~ated in 

th~ third pnn, in thA soon~ v1ow0d from thf> 'Blott~d 1f1ndow' ' but h~re • 

the 1mnset7 ot thft ua nnd gl'Mit& shores and whaling 'bi:t"ds conv~ya a 

••• tboueb I do· not wish to vi~h the~• ~~ 
From the vide window tow(\Z'ds thn grani fl9 eho~ 
1'h whito so.1le still f'ly a0award, •~award tly1rag 
Unbs:ok.-.n winse 
And tha lost heart ot1fton8 and r.3oio~a 
ln the loat lilac and the lo~t 8$& voioa$ 
And th w ale t"Jpiri t ctuickcne to r ebel , 
Por the bent SOld ~d end the loat IS(trt ~mell 
~cbns to recover . 
!Phe o:ey of quail and the whir11l!lg plovor • .,·-, 

1 tnra.diao l:li 85-87·t in Mia. Sarere' tmtuila:tion. 
\ 

\ 



This t~mptation to %':)bol ag;·t.inst thC\ a~t..nds ot :t"'l'lUnointion pp~ar• 

loss di tul.tbing thn.n th inoidiouiJ tc-:;aptation ot Part IIIJ ·th im.ages 

1fh1ch, 1n th tnt~reste of an ppa"nntly Aac•t1o •w~•, here need -to be 

rGjooted (to uao the t..,rme o~ ChB~l4\s V1llian) Mn clo~nth 11e bo ntfitm('d 1 

in l«ftriMt t~ inotanot-\. Th.,re 11• find no 81JB8trtetion ot the Uay of 

icjoctfont on th_, t'Ontro.ry, the ift011lC\1lt ~t illw:ti~tion Oltd spiritn.'l.l 

ron w.al ie capture& t~JOugh tho attirmation of th~s• ~ • ot eea~tio 

r(lleas t mta-. aMa Vha:t ahoree what 81'9¥ roclc:e nd what 1el nda 
"ba'i water lappinB th bo.r 
And aeen1 of pino artd th woodtb:ush stnBinc through tb<} fog 
T;lhat i~s retum 
0 f113 dtlu«hto:r. 

Outeide ot N!!!-W'~&daz ~o • • voJk contimt~ to ir.apixlg~ upon 

ro.iot•s, bu." looo eonstan'tlf• Ii b COltefJ pP$ft»t tro .. tialo to tim() in 

aoa.ttored n.llu&1oll8s tht' i'il!'St lin ot Mimll!;., quietly JOking th ponm 

to laroo !Jombnrdo • e diseouro" on th\' Pl'Oft~&e of th eoul and th p:roblmiJe 

ot h'~ \fill, 1 e,.,ema to hr~v"' a a ntlT irol\ic int~nt • For tbe '11 t~l" 

noul' of I!liot • !S poM"t has "· poor. oba.nc of develo-pine' tu.ll.,.y t!t.nd in 

trn do::u '!he pl\in of liTing tmd th.o drug of: ~m:a / Curl up 1h"'t small 

with the btt£illllifl8' 

I!!S8'.1oa ~ th0 hand. of 11me ,Lio lo~X> a!J[/ the atapl~ eoul 
lr:rt"Joolute and eolfieh, aioehapen, lam.,. u 

Tb~ paning C1:'8 •o Jantuan• in 'TJ1tf1cult1 e ot a a•tn~• f!Cho a 

Sori,.,llo' o ~tins to VirgU, 4'! which io followl"d by l 8t1Mt on the 

etn.tf' of Italy- faintly parnll 1 to tbe "~l"'Y lM•M of "0.1ot • o poe • 

Tho tirat !ham~~iden•a eone in Th~ va•t • L~ 1e of course ~letcd to 

thos"l wora.. of La Pit\ which a lso int~rGstd SUa Pound. 3 !h$11r doubl,_ 

q~d il'OtlY h& b on OOt:ltlf\nt('>t\ on ole•vh ro. 

But th cost notable pt\osage ia one not so web ot Q.Uo~tfon or 

allueion ae of imitation• th~ dnacription of th po8t•A m~ottn« with 

tho 'familiar oo::~pound sho•'• in :P rt II !ot l-;ttl• p1ddiptt. l'"'t it 1e 

n ith~:r ~ liMa ~eativ of D~tf' nor -the t'l~p~ ir.d"tio.n of his 

.· • 
: I. 



D'tyl"J Nld ~h11 1fbich. ia t'l081 important. It ie th .mole attunticm 

evokNit n situation which tak~e again into the world ot Dan,o, in wh1oh 

th :ro occur euddnn moot!np with b~ely fteogni~a.b1.r: t\Oquatntanere, 

followd b7 pa.~~aaa s of remi.nieonr1c~ or instruction. '1'll.f\ :Da.ntean 

t~rea ~ co~1s tho enti~lj oonsc1ou• oonn~otion on the leVftl of 

P.roaodT• 

'lhct BCtme 1e. London. juot f\t't~~ an air .);laid during thft. s~e()nd World 

war. But in the visiontU!"3' t."leettn& during hia p trol 1 tho nh-rn1d 1rAU'dtln 

1o C8(t1n in the ltmd tdlerG ·~ Cl:'OSa'. Bell, earib tmd. PUJSat0%7 

app ar to b~ 1nd1et1nsu1ehl\bly fuaf-"4 toe t~r, just ne tho •tatt1liar 

compound gbotr\' i8 himself nei tbP.r »antn nor Virs11 nor lh'u!l tto L~tini 

ncr At"'nnut »n.niol nor C'Vftn ;tnllG.l'm~ 1 thoueh h:l.~s at a.ll those ro 

pr-esnnt. R~ 1o einply a. 'corupoutl~. • tho•t, CP..:I!'l7itl8 11 the !luggt~te1iona 

of a dead mttRtor 1n th~ nrt ef :pontrr. Lik~ Pe.olo tu•.u1. frt\ner,san. h$ ia 

'blow totnrdo th~ ~~oktr, bu~ bi 'brown bak~ 1 ~· ~mind us of 

Bl"Unotto Latilli ( -.t?.oan ~:~ooti:l\g trl. th 'Dentc- 1n Roll • me to be on~ of th~ 

hi8h pointft of the ~"rno to:r 1l iot) • 1 Th9 sudden t'oeogni t1on in tbe 

couree ot tl. w Po%'Y patrol rftinda UtJ of th!\t cr:~ •st tacnt' at \Mth,-r 

l!!;f9rno-li!ce Jl6oti:ng in $'b.!! tlf\ete LlU'J!• Dut wher<• s e.; "hrt l!eGtine tl\tl 

oonverontiQn, o•t~r .... ibly a ltorit\S of t4tln.$, hint':'4 et a. r~wal of 

:r..,.rt1l!~ th1'0uslt donth, here 1t d ~:~o~11>" th0 dentb-ih-lito ot Bn old 

~ unillwo1natnd bt grao" (evtotn it it b" thf· ol<\ ago ot e. Tisiom%7 

poet)' thf> <ml3 reJPetty is 1hft {tr(lCl., ehicved throu!(h ~tion. 

Prom wrong to vrone tb uaepero.tt'd op~.rit 
Proo eda, unless roe-rM. by that rotilling tiro 
~lhnro you IIIU8t ?aOVC:'t in. ••a~, like t\. de.no :r .. 

}littl , !lid!±M• ~oy pre-p re uo to rooo£!de~ thf.! M~~bivalr.no ot th 

l~o•s '4<Nfl\ dt~ae nd.J.nM•. !bo dov& with th(') tODgU!'<\9 of t nrrifying 

flamo 1e tile noly Ghos"l but tho tsrror ot' t his divi't1fl Vi91tc.tion lt!J 

emphu1804 b;r our ental oonnootion of it witb thf!l bo.11b r, 'the d.a:k 

do•e with the fliek..,ri.ng tonguo'. !ho orlik~ int~naib of th4!t 40Yo'e 

1 ,b't :LT~ XV 2~7 • n.nd .§sle.c1od t'l"l!!:'t!a. (3m ~tln. 1951) p. 247• 



viflitation 1o rein'tore.-d by our SV~a11oati0n 'that thio ia noroa.ll~ a qlbol 

ot pot\0~' • But the ~nll7 .tt11.l oo~tion botween th" d.ov of PartrJ n 

and IV is thoir aaeooi iion with .!J.£!• '!hat 'refining tiro' le ind.ood 

tb~ ~ o~ tho pul'81ltion Wll1oh the Boly' Ohoot ~· poes1bl • It le 

~ otrong con1re.at to th~ ~11 d.eot:ruot1v~ ti!'fl of 'the cli!.U'k dovo vith 

thf) flioko~ tofl«Uo•. So th aab:l.vnlenM of the d<JV~f) ~9r&l7 

contributes to th!' Ambivnl nctl ot ~ t1.-it.Ylg • Ill Part IV filte asmlmoe 

o.t least two 1301"6 Jlal~&u it ia th~ fU;o ot ~dompti~ d.ivin lovt'!, e.nd 

tho ws~irlg tu(\ of vnin 4oeiJMa. When we oorus14~1' too wltiplt' eignt­

fl.<mnon of! thie imtlB•~ and look back at 'Dwlt •a Arnnut Daniel paruaaae, 

vc eoe thnt in this vay of h~dlil'l8 ~s, no in eo 

~te 1a iot•o master. 

rue pnu~ (Cnnto XJtVl ot th !U!m'\9~.2) :to th"t P'!ft ot tmnte • a 

woJk to whtobt mo!'G than ~ otil r, Nliot io lrulobted. D1Gbarde hns 

r~oogtlleoo th!e, but miaintc-rprot(')(l tbc> nntur~ of hie debt b7 a.ttri.but!ng 

it to bis oono~ vi'$h ~z, •tho problom of our amttmtion1 na ""lieiott 

tmo the pl'Obld!l ot th.,_ lMt • • 1 ;:liot • o repl~ ie pft'dic,.e.bly t~t •or.to 

tabt think thnt eex ahd.1"<'>lislon weX>fl 11probl~ 1~ ~ 'l'M4e Met 

ll:lper1al ~~el'ence J 1 t e<t s odd that tho hUI:lNl De ehould huve gono on 

tor eo m~q thou& nda ot ~tt(lrs b ~oi'O it sud~nly :1mnU.er-d tlmt ~11aion 

o.n4 &()X, Oll<' riaht after ttt~ o'llbe!'t p~n.,ntod pl'Obl~a. • 2 

JQ.iot • t) rt)Cl cotlcem w1 th Cnnto XXVI lif\8 1n 1 to dep!lot1on ot th,. 

lJill!PS &eet>JtMo• ot th~ ~fining fil"e, M4 in th" wo::t in wtiah th~ 

o.mb1~aneo "t that firc-:IJ:rt.ao 1a 02l)lc>i"t'd• Fio cocc"M em th~ qual1t,­

ot ~tori·l tmft..,rine 1s ~~ql.y ifapo:-tantt 

tho eoula 11'1 pu.l"ptw)r sufte~ booaua tb r ldab to e,utfl)r, 'for 
pugG\ion. And ob rvo ~t they autt(tr coro aotlYaiy arid keon17t 
beitlg eoul p~~cail'l8 tor blnaecdll.GPa, thml Virail suff~re in 
etom!t.l limbo. In the!%- eufferin 1• hopo, Sn ~e tmaAathPeia of 
Virgil ie hopllloaanoeo J that ie tM ttift ftriO • 

It ta bt>oaue~ the sutf~J"itle in Pu .. tol'3 h.~o this poeitivt> ond tha-t 1~ 

is CLCoeptad wUU.nglY, and. that tho sutforore can sins jo10W5 ao~ of 



~to.tion ev~ vb1l.,. thn7 weep tor pau. ~iot 'a own tl'Mal•tion ot 

tho Arm\Ut paes."6o catcee thie ol@t .~• 

~o oaaern • not to los0 a mo nt' e o.ppor~ty ot ~t1otl <"Ql ins 

th., wnti.llingnft&fJ of 'th acule on tho aeventh oomico to ov~ra""p tho 

tlND~ in which tho7 sutf.,r. 

At tho 8c."D(II till~, the tire which ~c tbtO fJ311bol1seo alco 't'le sin 

f1oom which they nl."e bning p~d. lilbilt!! thie p:~:"inoipln appliea to Dlt:'.llY of 

th ~sbmon1e and t1 an of pu:rp"1on Ul. tho Int rno nnd th~ ft!!f'mtorio, 

tht\ aptn as heft 1a pan1oula1"11' •trik~. ' PoGtic jueti()@ • would be ff'..r 

too poos- t. '"I'm to de8o:ribn til p.-rf'let e11Qboliem of thfJ eutf'~ritles ~.,.n,, 

J:lOtee out. It i thA t1'04tment ot Ul3gtls ~eo~dinB to h:le oim »M"tioular 

all aor1oal mathod which dotoxminoa 'ho ft ~ of thoeo attliotione. 'Ibn 

p~ t who lookod down on othorG, ara compel.l~ b7 the w iaht oi' hllMlvy 

etonea ~ oontinu& looldn« downt the GnTiows, who eould not enduro to 

look on jo;v, haw. tMir qea soaltld upJ aa ua;h blinde the juqom61\t 

Bn4 8\ltfoca,eB tbe ootural f, el1ll68t ~ Wl':ltht\11 o.r env•lopnd in a p..-.11 

t4 scok vlliob blinda and autfooat.,e themt thfll 00'9'8tou,, who mindod only 

Od'tb.ly th1»80, nro fettnJlGd prootrato on thf\ e~. !h~as Bl'f:l' tho 

ponnne a in wb1oh souls e%' purgCld b;r fmdurin4f in 81Db~l1c t me tbe 

loglcnl conseo_u,.nooa ot th ir ein, ~ other pe!U\nc & (rwmitJB tor thr­

alothful all4 •ta:L"\'t\tion tor th~"' cluttonous) etteot pUrgation t!u'ougb th(" 

oppooi tt" of tho sin. '.Rl penance of tho •even'U>. oorniOC\ baa elemonts in 

OOJlUIOn With both groupe, but b 101)68 prop :rl7 vith tbe t1rst. Although 

tho penitllflta o.re denie4 arq uual ccnsross, tho;, oon,!nue to endtu:'G th~ 

•Jmbolic bum1Dg of their luet in thf'· fo:rm of the fi:re lfhich tomentc 

them. 'l'ho fuo atando both for their lust 1 tsfllf' t and tor thn ~ of' 



the divine love llhieh bums awq tha" lust with its pu:ri\3'• Pbe is 

ole11rl1' -.ht\ moat t:tr..di tional, tht- moni atroxte'lJ Qt'lbiva.lcnt, and. tbe aoct 

etteetivtt in l"&isinfr !Metit\t(l rospone&, of th~e, ima8ota of p~tior>.. 

Both its traditional a.m. ito wabival•nt na~ would pp&nl to '111o'tJ 

and ~t 1ho ~ ttmo i~a pow r of eliciting roaponeo in th~ mind ot the 

non-:roligioua rt:elde:r tacilita.tA& COQC!Unitmtion with a oooiClttl" lthloh in 

for 'tho moet ~ do'\t'oid of Pt'f3 pr~r8Qn1e('4 pnttorn of mttbolOBiotLl 

1~lh 

ffbn moat bporit~-.n\ lino of tho cmnto is for ~iot th., l sat • •!hen 

divod he bn.ok into that tire vhioh rottn~e the1. • Po:tt 1t :lo not, as 

Rioha1.'de euppou~J tho tt1n1 bUt th\1 ~ .tUld its l'ala.tion to tile sin, 

vhtoh is of spooial 1ntnroat to hitt. ftero 1s anothe-r aapoot of tho 

p~ of th~ B~mth oomio~'< ltbon~ ambi~lflnce 1a nota.bl11 a 'l!'tUUlir.ls 

a.2:'0Ul\li th& mountAin in oppoette dt~tiotw ~ tho pollit~llts ot bomosoxun.l 

tUad. hot nrottOXW\l lust reopo'Oti'V'*ll~ • and a.o th.,7 pafJ8 ~""'h o\~1:' they 

exchnng~ awitt t>.mbS'&Ooo tW4 k1se~th 'RhMYG domone._ra.!on• .of love S)'mbol­

ise tho sin t!rom whieh tltoy ll:to boillg ~goclf a t tltt- aame t~ thft 

swtttnees of' ~('! OlftbrncoCJ llli4 k1ettQO m.GkoB th.-.m entirel7 obaeto1 tree 

from an.v el ooont o~ e9JUJUJ)1 dnlli~•· Chf.\rlPG tlillitl.mo ,.....f~re to thia 

ae tht> two g1'nat ~le.J'tJ (of .Attimo.tion IU14. ot lle3~tion) hoond.na onot and 

'thotJ~ who coum tor W'Jhol,- ki$B4'b mMt 1dth 'tl'Ue ki.eatta•. 1 'lhe ~~joct­

ion of the old, dieo~o.r-ly lov~ oonsietfi it! thn moot viVid atf1rm:ltion ot 

W"Ur> r:md ord0~l:V lew- • th ttro spiritual wn.70, l&jeotion of tho lov~ of 

oPft&tnd 'things at14 Af'fUmation of the lovt~ or er~atoo thine-, hav~ beto-n 

rnooncU~.. lilt it · i& tn t he Way of Attimation th.ut Dante ia ~llJ' 

mn-..ter. ·~«" ' is tho GMw.-,r to t hn 1\l.ndamontl\l queetioa about tl'ln'I!JI 

etn purged on tho Mounta all sin ta eilap11' Lov" sono ¥l7• whe'hht:tr it h.tls 

bcOOI:le Pel."''erted, Dotectiv(\. or 'tlXO~tnai'f'i"l ltoYD of Seoonda%7 OoGd. 'lh!\ 

b~ ot all eint e woll ae thf'l be~ of all J)UJ:it3't u LOVfh 

And Lov• io alao th~t vbioh J>UI'£•• a~ thn Bin to r~ ~t Lov,. 11hioh 

lay 111-.rva a.' ito coro. ft•ftfo~ in Part XV of L,i~tle Oidd!M 'LoY"' 1a 



th ana.-er to thfJ ctl!ootion •mto tben 4..-iaed th~ tomMt? • ( ot pt.tttgativn 

euffori»B) • !'h ro to tol'DC'nt •11bo~ W fl th• tor=ent of ' ein o.nd el"l''J'' 

or th tormM.t of' tho Love...clerlaed ~ferir>g vhioh vill purge u.a fl"'m th(llft 1 

We only 11vo1 onl.7 auapire 
Conoumed b~ ~11h r t1re or fi~. 

l!ne Jliot roe.llJ' at'Oompt~ to rooonoi l$ tho l{f'J'S o~ .&ttiftntion n.nd 

ot :Dejeo~ion, ae Wil liaoa h ld thGt Dlltlto had dona? 'l'b.e qu~etior1 ia 

pub.BtJa &n unt"ir oDe1 elnct) the acbii.:'Vment of ouch ~ ~ono111ation 

ie !!10~ 11kol;y to t"l!lergo from a poe-t' a work than to be impoaod upon 1 t 

b,- a. ootlGoious eft on. !bere ~ eigna in ~'W! (;1Wlrtt1tta that tht" too 

lfayt1 are olos«tly ju:rlapos~tlt ima.frn-e aneocif\tod with thoal\ •mom~.nts of 

ill umiMtion' chn.motn'l"lstt.o ot l.Qiot •e l a:t .. r wolf~ fU.te follovrJd or 

acocapanitld in both J:\at Qoker Po.rt III Md Lit!lo OiddiM Pnrt V by 

ro.tEtrnnC"-8 to tho a R.cotic Way of Rej~JctioJl. 'the Pf\881J8ft b~ 

' lfhlopor of runnb!g at1'0allla • Nld win tor lightld.ng' vhioh aft!ms the 

ionQ;ea of oatatio v1a1on, itt f'ollott,.d ~1n.tG17 b7 a etn.t~t ot 

J4101•1C 1 3Mttt1o1sm whioh iB almont Go dlroot tl'O.n8lat1on f:rot:n St. John 

of ill., Crose, tb~ gtet of which appt\ltt'a 1n th8 linci ' You l.m.UJ~ so by th~ 

way ot d1apoaaP.t!la1on. • .And n~ thfl en4 ot Li!tlf) Oidd.fM the linoe 

~pltu.lat~ IJCVf'ral of Ol1ot'e z- cu:t"rdlt im~o of oetatio vieion, 

but thQ oondition t o which thes~ l ead ia ~leo st~ted, 1n n t ftlling 

ptU'C'!IltheatG, to b-0 

A oon41t1on o~ ooapl~te e1mp11citf 
(Coat1!lg not l ou than 1Yeryih1J:I«) 

Jut ~~~h-r thnee juxtapoaitiona ar0 a ooaplete fUsion of tho two WnJ8 

ie doubtful. fto J:Ol\lonta ot illumin tion captured 1n !ron' Qt!!X'!,.ta lU'O 

lftGrE1l~ alimpeeu of c vision, rtom.en~ am tleetins ( ' Jidiouloua tho 

11M1Ut INld til3e / st~toh1ll6 'bo:torc and after.'), 11hich ccm only be giv-m 

p.eft10llent m.anbl« lh!'OUBh aeVoro e.eootio diaeipltne. 'l'ho two Woya npp~ar 

-to l•o uni'tl}<l bf a kind ot :!z!!! ot aplntun.l oxperioneo 1a whioh t~7 

al t Prnatc aM SO g1V It Bning ot\Ob to the oth~ • i'hel'O do 8 llOt ·~ 

to be aey paao~ in ·1fbiob, tt8 on Danto•a oovcm'th oornio., thG Itejnction 

ot the love ot oreo.1 d "hinge and the AftU'm tion of the love of o~. t oa 

thitlSB are united and r oono1lea br b iDB ~xproeaed. in tho an.o~ o.otion. 



In the moet e.ftimat1Y• of ell ;;fliot•e po e, lui.na, tho Wq of 

Rejoo-.1on is entirely abs(}nt. In muoh ot hia othor \40zk it homril7 

outwo!ghe ih ' q ot Affimntiotl {and ana a~ th opisft.phe to S1ft eer 

Mon1a!~~ 1• '\&ken d!.rGc'\17 tJ:toa st. John ot thn Czoootu •R8llon thn ooul 

ca.mot be poeaoaeed of the divine 'Wl10111 untU it h.o.a 4.1veett!cl itself of 

tbo lovo of C1'GI\ted b-oirlBfJ. •). Tho IJ.QQI'flri that we oomtt io a raoonc111-

t1on of the ~wo 1• the "¥:!!ott (in which ftO DQ.J17 other thinp I.U'O 

r~onoilod) 1 but oven then 1 t ie icoOQ,pleto. 

It 1fl\8 atmo.t cerininly Dant•'e o6nt:r:oal Saap, tta. ttsuro of Beatr1c~ 1 

that enab1G4 hi.JI to rooouoilo the two Wa78 UDt11 finally, in tbe bjl!latit1o 

rtelon, vo hav pure Afftaation. It 1e in this b tifio rtaion \hat 

h1a lovo tor ibo ~of Boa\no ie opirituall:v oo~ a.. T.s. Bliot 

laeka a 1Jae.1ricot hie 'R7 4nughtor' of Karim ie ~e .~ t app1!'0~t1on1 

but DO comparison oon juatl.J' b9 aadot ao4 for all the 4ffhtslat1on a.t th 

ond ot !A! JlA!r 8ta.!epe;y;, Wonioa who moJc a 1 t poeaiblo palos into 

acmplete inaigniflcanoo bo•ido hat:r10C't. fhe laak of an :lmeso ooopa:rable 

w1~ Boatriet) 1a one a~ of the vaet Worior1't7 of TU.iot to Doot 

ao c. 'risioD!U7 :poat. Al~ biOSJ$ph1e:ll de~U 1s in th striot ofNlse 

1r.rolevo.nt to thia e~, WM 8.1'(\ n.re in uewas.ns that ~ re vae no ~ 

in 1ot•a !Wr&oMl e~r111Me who ooulcl oa-..m th ~holosionl 81atus 

Dante had., u Dliot ~e4, the added b<>~tit of" ~lo§ lfhioh 

hcd UDd~~ne n thorough abaorp1ion into th~ lifo of his ttme. 3liot•a 

contd!JpOmry world l aw oM unlf1o4, order cl vision ~ tll~ uni'Y ne in 

t&ioh 11 thinee, nn.tural l aw end epiritunl tlxp~riono., included• are 

inttmatol7 bound up togother. If~ pari1ea, &«tie al14 oocmun:ltiM bafl 

thou 'mJtha • (often tha" to:o of ayth mes.u~ whiob WG cnll nn idoolog) • 

but theftl ie DO ocmpl'e-bone1v,.. ~bolO§ to povido that 1prit10'9'0l, 

£1"04ier and more relovant realiiy' 1 trbioh could eomb1rlco 80lletiona for 

'h('} ~roacrv"at1on of eooio.l ol'der, for ~l bolulvioUl" n.nd for thtJ 

cliroation of spiritual ~ori noo, With tho 'tieton of e. tronaotmdent 



o:t the Jl\ediatff'a1 Catholic woltl4-*liew. In l)Ql1to•a t1me1 eqe Wliot, 

, .. ~pe, with tJ.l.l ita cU.e~nsione M4 diriihea•; w.a IM!rtall:r aoro 

uni'ed. 1h.an we can now oonoelT~. • 1 And a widely aocepted cor:rp~huaive 

~loQ vae, irr9apeotiv~ ot ita literal tl"'.lth, of intinit a:r\1otio 

valu• to t~ po t • 

nithin the trulAwoJk ot tba" Co.thol!c rq-\hol088, Daate 1f&o able to 

construct ~* world of hie C~dia. fho detailed ~Pb3' ot th• th1tce 

rcalu 1a bis own, but tl\.9 ~ l:'Cmls:aa th~eolTee bolo~ to ihe mtrtholOQ 

oa 1¥hich ho wae 4,.,penden•. fbii'IOlOflioel no tiona e.bou~ th• nature al14 

lfO~ of ]):!.Tine ~e Yex'O the propen7 ot tho CJnl1!ohJ but tb.rouah th 

l>arlte vu able to J:O.ieo tll. 1aage of Bea\rioe to the atatue ot a 

l.Vtholos1cal f1BU,ro. 

In ombreo1118 ~e Oath olio Ob1'1atie\n tadi tion, 2 aot wrr~lJ' fta a 

aattar ot poreo~l ttdtb (which 1e not o~ 41root int&roat to "h oritio} 

but u a e.o~e o~ peotic iJmBe%7 t Sl1o1 placed himoelf in a poai tion 

whe" ho oould l)l'Of'it muoh mos-t' dircotl;r f':tom tho example of Dante than 

be bn4 done~ 'to ~t polllt. so it is ~tot .up1-1sin8 -.ut Mb:-li!AA•$£• 
the tiNt r4 hta mtLjozo poems to bA publishM\ aft~r hia t)lltry 5.n:to thf!l 

Obtl%'Ch, ehows tho ole~cn trac • ot tho DantePn mJ1bologr. In ODt~rin« 

~o Dant•an world he appropri~tod both o. nch twK1 ot mTthologioul i=g~ey 

tad a ronend ~4 d~ &~llObe ot tlt 4oublowedao4 ~ity ot 

t1'1141"1onal •Jiftbolfh e ... tbiDp caMOt, in th ~~,1~th 0 nt\U.'7, 

O:Zi\l't the ~tt OOI.IDUnlcm'*iv~ powor that thoy did in l>~t~ • & tim • ftat 

the7 etill ge%1 a• nuoh pow~tt se th•1 4o, and are oapablo of~ 

w1dHpl'ea4 'poo'ic nnont • 1ndependentl.7 ot 'pb.iloaopbioal b .llot• 1 3 

1o ~bl~JJ noueh• 

l Selected ~a (3M odn. 1951) P• 240 (from. DaM~) • 
2 fho i'act lia~ ... part1oulu tradition vhioh 3liot «11b:no d tme 

.Arlglo-Cathol1o does not oall in quotttiorl th pbmae •ca.~hollo 
Chriatiab tzodition•. 

3 An iDportant d1st1not1on uado bJ tn1o't 111 hie D®te H187t 100 
poleota4 '!t!aan p. 257. 



One ot tb(t chnraotnre1 MZ~e4 'tl•' • iJl m.tot•e 'Dialosuo ott~- tic 

POGtr7' {1928), rcrAl'ka 'that • 11i ie a woh il1e lack ot OCl"al o.nd $00i· .l 

eonv ntioua a.e tho lnak o~ ari1at1o oomr~n,i<>ns that etanaa 1h tho way 

of po(.ltio ~ to-clc.y. • 1 It ia ciitf'Wul. t not to bMr in thie th• voice 

ot tlliot bir:Usolt. Bin-* in pG-.,tio ~ ts & ae~iou of et1iE)!Jpte to 

<Witl"Como ~hits pn'bl · o~ a lack ot LlOZ'!Ll tand eooi.tll ~ntione, or n:th r 

tht\ problet\ of oornunioat1on vhiob follon au a log1oal oons~ono 

upon tt. 

It ie m acoldent thG1i both per1odfJ 1n tho bi-.tory ot v tern culturt"t 

in 11h1oh dri.\tln n1"0Se "'ro p~r1ode n1f)6Ult¢J.7 well endowed lt1 th aoo•1Pt~ 

QOl'&l ~nd noc1al OOJIY(!n'\tono. Anoient Ath ne, a.claittt!dly emall and. 1n 

Dan1' X'NlP.CU a uniq,u~ COl:lt!lUni t7, P<J1!Utinse()d at:rona oonvmt·Uone govoftlins 

thought and 'behanour at the till when Aeaohylonn trageq -.mrs 1n ita 

intfm07• ., edtcte 1 Co.tholioi-sm 1f'1th tte own oonvftlltionu waa the moot 

powcri\ll· e:l.ngl" tore in tm'Op vhen th• imcl a.nc1 fq8t 7!"1 pl~ ~ 

into be~. Itt. oaoh cnato a noll ~b.ology, whiob had aa yet bo()().OO 

ne1t~r an tm'U.quman o:ur1oa11:f ao~ thA wb3oot of ~hologi•~ 

,~·~ h ld eot over the inde Nld livoa ot th~ whol oom::uni'Q'. 

i!Yen thoeo who 1!la¥ ha'Vo trind to ropudinto it tntellectuall:r oou1d not 

ascape lts pel'\faeiv• intlueneo at othN!' lnv(llcn thft 11vil1a m7tbol ogy nn 

Ae mob. 11 pt.\rt ot th~ cot'lm\Ul1"7'0 lito as th~ nil" 1~ brN"Lthed. 

In ~ o t too, th• aoOttptod ~lOQ' 1tH ~Gd 1n ritual 

toms which tcnlfl~ in tum the conton ouif of whioh the drama uooa•• 

Tho~ d. ctuostion wh thor 'lfl ~h o.rose 0\lt ot, 01' 1ts&lt IJ:U'IO ~1eo to, 

1-tB l'Glatotl ri.tual is of no conoequcnoo heret t~ oloa rela.'U.on. b~'h'of)n 



~ cmd ritual, and bntween r1'tUal ana. <lnlna., tnae woll el\OUgh c:otnrb­

liebod tor Uts to c.ooept thee. 1 fho qUen~ion 1lthioh oama tiret • tho 

mv\h or tll~ rltue.l?• dot:Je not matter to ue •1nco vo e.re bl~ in MY evont 

to a.os.,n that the d3:l'Uaa roau trcm th ritual nnd ut.ro4 ~he ~· 

Perhe.p& in doing oo it tended to divorc thll my-th fro~ th ritu!ll by 

BivinB it an ind.ependetli exis~ncoJ on ~~ othe-r hnn4, tho 1-i\ual el ent 

in prilti tiv• dl:'am was rr> doubt ~ etron.t; t~ IIIUoh a diTOl'C.o to bo 

~tel,- »>aoibl~h It has boc<mo almost a oommonpla.o to ·~ that 

thoao vho 1ft\.tohed. \h& plqe of Ao•oh7lua b ine p :n-to.m~ v.re not 

detached GptW)\ato~, but pal'tioipa.nta aeaiatina at raltBioua tunct:Lon, 

like W01'6h1ppere at ltn1!18J b~ iih ~ Clooti i111ll:l~te to som0 extent 

tho aims ot to~ ill hia P4)etio ~, •epeo1a117 in ~S!dsr . !n tho 

§tttb!"nl· 

Of "he HV!nl ot tho tlib<~Y '1'h t.:ro in DUblin with pl.4:/8 oloe 11' 

l' laied to Irish ~holog, Ian Scott-l:ilvorl baa wrii"~ltt 

'l'ho epoctu.toft nt tho AbboT eould f, el tho p~• vhiob 1h~ anw 
to b• part o~ thoir tradi"td.on, th~S.r aooentat ~ir artoed1.7t 
thttit' nat1o~l idioe1iJ():ra.ciea, in~ the ~n pe>att7 of 
their l1vee. In the twen-.leth oen~ tble 1a l)1'0b bl7 ao oloao 
e n can get w the l'i~ ttloaen" 1fhioh li e at tht' heart ot 

daaat the aall80 ot heredit7 "!1oh link& us to th" &anh nnd 11e 
~~~ ot 4eoq and z-eMwal .. 

Tbe (fiei of this lo that the tll)ect t~ wt~~ n.blo to loel thA\ they wore 

:lb<t Coth'l4!!) ha• aim~ at &lioi ._:1»6 s1mil~ :r:ospoms ha hio awlieno(). 

But his ahta ao 1\u.-theJ: "hen 11hu. Just nG the ntu.al oltullon' 1n pria1-

tiv& ~ ~o tile auUono• lnto pa.riieip&.nte, eo t~ Z>eprPeenU.~ion of 

~{I tqth no M04r,ptcd b7 tho audience a11 a tom ot ilusb'u4tion - not 

orol$ 'roliaiOua • lDStruction ( eino~ in tlton oocietiee th dual cone pt 

t4 'ffi16iOU81 aM 'eeoular' WoN unknown), but P,neftl ilul1ruotion about 

hie~l'ical antt.:rs, •pirltual truth, tncl coral nn4 o1Vic %>t-epone1bUity. 

SisnUnrl.y alioi baa oft n had en el~t ot d14ae'\i<> purpoae in hie 

pootio ~. and 1n his ons~J 1t U(;1lt\ll7 1a ot tho ~l~iouft ld.n4. It 

l Boo for emmplo MoiAAt, J\!'0 nn4 Ri!tt:!l (1913) nnd. oth r woma of 
J&ll() llus'ieon. 

2 ''!'he Lnl'l6U4BO of Jlodorn ~·, llino 4 (~r 1950) lh 168. 
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t t\idactio' bo ~U(I tiOlnd a.• eui tv.blo -te.ro, •• E1!l7 lfi thout unft\irneBa 

&Ubriitut ' hom.il tic' or \fVen ' •vnns•listic'. Vor 11; 111 in hie plqa 

ra~er than ih hifl po c {with th poaaible ozoopticm of AM=~oApgadaz) 

that he oCQeiJ o~oaoat to oxplicit abtamont i.lbout ~bl validity e.ud 

necc,'flait,- of CbriDtian b41ief'. 1Yhe:to is littl doab\ tbAt hie aim is to 

inGtwot and to challtmee ae well ea '\0 en,ol"ta:l.nt aDd he som"t~n 

:roaorta to ela~tr dovloee (like the 'aanaio1'1 • to which Celia gooe 

1n lfh£t Cggls,n.f.1 f!£U) in Order to f.\11~ the IIUtJPiOiolla Of hie audienoe t 

l~at I>•1Chologioal b3.ftiera ~1d be &et up lq toe> ottrlf detection ot 

his in1enttona. 

Ilia objcaota, then, ttal'e 'twtolda h6 11i&JhM\ lt.ia aud.ienco to ho.Te a. 

sonae, b tore 1h end or the pla.;r, o~ boi!l« both cballotJBOd 114 at 14"6&t 

somutimea· ·~ludetl' • '!he plqe ni'O wri.ttou with e.n 1ninnM tt:ltnhn088 

of the a.udi'k>riualt and thia &lakoa it dattBoroua and difftf.Nlt to judge 

~ a4oqu&tnl7 ou1eido tho tb.e&ue. 

~ 1lt aind the requirGraents o~ tho theatl're, vo mq &M tba1 n 

eabolcUa.rs reason tor· a ar~t11i'i • a ueo of mythe eq b~ ••~» uaetulnose 

1D aohifJV'iJW ill D&Oeef'Jarl' 001:2P1"0eo1o» and concentJ~a,ion, 1n ol'li1Jl' thBt 

a tb :ata7 be Mq ozplond. within ·tw or t~c hours. A ~oal 

tb.erq or central ~·t~, Q'VGl\, oc.n be made to ~tion 111 plt\7& like 

a f!reAt ~nda4. 1J:)ap, aakizw itlplio1~ OOIZIIIlen"t OD the notion at the Clt\tl6 

time that 1~ provia..o a ~ttY akole'fl()n and impo.rts eo t.t.ad.erlying 

unit7 to it. ~t ... a»d tho qua11t1oa.-.ion 1B !apo~t - 'Ul!• «'.n <»211 

~17 to Jqthioal thr-.a.• vhan they ~ OOJU~o1oual3' appnb.e.nded by \ho 

eudieAcea and that becouoc lees a.M. lees UU. of 3l:i.ot' • 8t.lOO$es1ve 

plqu. Wihe\hor or not a central 8Nhet7PGl ~ can opom1 111lil&1'17 

on 'he· Jm.OOll.BOioue levol, ie a p1'0bloa tfbioh ~ 'th Jtme'1M question 

and 11'h1oh CMntJt 'be dealt vi~ in d.e'kil berth Bt.lt on the conecious 

lovol 1 ab intereat1l2g ua• ot the c.;rthioal 'ekeleton • t app~nt tn 

G1de'a Od:iJaf• 'fhn anciont ~ in tl:.el'O u$$4 ~a much tor ita b•ina 

a vide~ •tox-y es to~ 1te pt'\2'11Qtll~ :tea.turea 1ua ~. Alieo1"1'04 

~ hn.vblg 1o wnate tim.o on M.rra:t.tive expo 1 t1on, einc(' he M..n ~xpnot 

bia audience to lctlow the rough ®tl.w ot '*ho flto~ t 01~ 1• able to 
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dln'otti elmoot all h~ att nticn to aclri~VillB hia omin a tirion.l jnU'pOSfh 

llo Stlt1riaeu a:> w~ '~!~7th• tb.l'OUBh "kind ot ~of an old onn. 

'll\~ anoiont e!n of hubrie 1a t:-anstol'mecl into J~. lllod.t.-::t.'n notion !\bout nan' o 

selt-suftloieMy, and th.i is tl'>ok d at both thr¢u8b th el"Ot(llequo 

'buiAbline ot Croon and through Oedipue•a ana~r to tll~ Spbirlx' e riddle. 

It , 1 1\l'ld I alon-o 'lho Wldol't!ltood that th~ onl7 pa.aouOl."d, if 
ono 4idD' t vut 'o b tM ali.., b~ th SphJRz, waa w.. no 
doubt ii took a o rto.in OOu:t'·'J8'> to bring out ~~t wrr.- But I 
bM. it ~4N.ltV even b'lfwo t heard $he riddler and cy ~nath vne 
tlv.t I woulcl -.dzlit it no otbe:e n.ns~~:t", no mat'kr lfbat the 
quoetion niBbt be. 

~lh tn ~!si!• uses ~ho MolllO derleo o'l o~ (tho c1th) tor a 

d1ftel'Mlt fAU.'POHI in ol'dol' to b able 1o t ou' ~t 101l6th1 in a 

dJ.alOS'le 'bnb<Mm JDt!aone and Cl'eml, thl!t probl o~ politic:1l au'llortv. 

!TJ.!!Iot m S:n ~thm!F!l ls tho 0~ play ot ~lot. 8 Ill Vhtch l\0 

exploltoct ~of th" ~· tdlioh a Jlt7th eiV<»&t tLWUit:U:'i.t,- o~ tho 

ato:r'7• ooo__,. in exposition, opp~tunitl' to o-ball"'ll39 or lnetNet, and 

tleGnS ot gaillins t10m m 8Ul'e ot a.uAienoe.partioipatioJh 'l'hie ie 'tJ'o't7 

~1kel8' wh;Y 1 t r ino tb.• ttoa" aueooaeful and deaOl"V'~Y tb moat 

populo of h1o plqft. ru..a debt to 0~ drnJna in ~he other pla,a 

~timos )'rOV' a a liabi11 ty ~thor 'un an naet • ~or while he conttnuna 

to tak~ «Uggo&tiona tor plot• tftm ~ ma-the of ~.k pl ye, hls irloreae­

tng cono4m ~o oono~al this derivation d.Gpri¥es h1m of many of tho 

adVtl.tltegea Which earl onl7 •O():ruo troc a oonec1ou :reooetdtion ot "he 
1Vtblcnl IJUb~~ct. In4ud, 1D tbo 1""1.8' pl•18 it io tb~ plot alone vbicb 

h ue a (ana that :re.l,J" adnp'kcl). l4111~ 'hio ~ono~ of the Or~ 

'~h-w<>J"ld' gi~o th a ornain un \)~f'ld nuto~1 tbA ohart\ot~re 

t4)Jld ~ ouft<l'l: by beco.mtns pnlt' and "•o-cUaemtiorll 1. 'Nh t th--.y bav~ to 

IS. ie baportont Md bolde 0\U' illt~t~ but there 1 V<trJ' 11"l~t 11lnoion 

ot their havin« o:f'i¥ bld&ptindnnt erletenoe outside of what tl~ y on7 Nld 

what 18 eaid nbout tham. Y t it ia lso Uuf' ~t th o l•te pln.~ 

(t.l'h! Oogktail P!!!Z• t'he Oonfi,dgn·U.al Clo* Jllld ~e Jl4ftr State9ffinft) 

c.oldtmt • certain m sur ot tmOO(>ee p"ciaqly bf.cnuee th&U 111* v1 th 

th m;rtlh 1!!!. l>&eoao oo 'lenuous. It is lthn~• Ui~t tnee 'to link thn 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' 

1 09Jl1mt! " t.&m!Mll ( 'ttttl'llllatecl by l. Ru..,ll t u~) p. 41. 
\ 
I 
\ 
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myth-®J~>ld tU1d the ·~ 1• world botorft aD "ludiol'JCu gt¥Clffi!! of tb1o­

v1 thou~ fua!DG thtm prop~rlr into a. vorldt tb.a:t h eufttoft '6hn warot 

f aU\li'C)t ~ly, 1rl :ft!l tt:em11l !nur11~. !'h9 mol"nl 8 Mo"l1J to ~ thnt it 

on~ we.Jt'ta to uo thf' ~h O'DO azat oith"r JJlO(Ml thf) 1'1~ tul17 atld frtlhkl7 

ill tho cJtbi~l co:nt0Zt, or aloo rotatn o~ t ho ullc"lC\Bt oo~t1on 

wl.tb it via thr- outlin of the etwy. 

'1-b e" ~nts will bn do 1 t w1 th in ~t~r det"\11 in indivtdl.ml 

d!.ecusnion of the plf\3'!'. !lw importont th.i.na to not... hot) th h":re 

1e that ·'liot UoeD ~h myths 1n hio pl,qo Ynt7 <litf~I'Untl3' ~ t he W&7 

ill Uh1oh ht\ uo a theta in hia por.cu:,. ··hat moacu:N of auoCMa th.. l a'kr 

plqa aohie'V'e • tboy tond to flOhiM'o indo»enden"t11 of 1bn ~ uaf"d. 

Ho•~~r, th<' ot.t11 plnJ Uhich tak('G plllet' on & 1\ll.l-blooded ·~loaiosl' 

plann dooa ~,pen4 on that oyth-oontt-zt tor ita su~t'Uh 'lhie 1e !~ox­

in tho GGt}\gf.ml• 

'1'b18 te, Szo~ll,7, tho onl7 plq 1a which ~ WJ o ae hto Jll3ihical 

thame a Ohrie•lcn &nd not rm t\nol(.'.nt Gr~~ek 8\lbj~t. Il'onica117 agau, 

1 t in oorn 4ooP17 !ndobtGd to th QI'Pek ~ tiwt Gll1' at tho otbo~ pltqe 

in 1fb1oh atorlM~ t.t-om G'.t"oek ~oloe;r e. U8()4. S~o 1t b-M.ta 1te 

Chnetun thC'll!Ct 1rl muoh th~ e=o 1m7 ae OHolt ~ trMted t.to ~ha, 

ao.mo d1scuee1~ ot it 1s ~~a~ althouBh it oonf11oto with th sonoral 

titln of thi• ohapt~r. 

Cooposfld to-r a f f'e'Uvnl ot thn hi.OD!a of Cant<"~ Onth~lt it 

prosuppoeod a oel"tdft rtt11friou ~~on 1Jll) p8ft ot i'e c.udionc(' 

( ~t Aofleb.fl\Ut vas blo ~ 40) • Porfomf)(). in ~ ohaptnr-hoUC" ot 

th~ 'lOr?/ oetht~«lal 11\ lthiob BGokt't d1~, it COU14 nth ~etifiootion 

usn Deck t h1aenlt na a tiatU'e of' ~lO«S.oo.l t~'tcl iutJ • !ho otorr of hie 

mnrt~ oouta b made 'k> ~otion in a wa:r elmil~ to 'the ' aO(t"'l)ted 

~s' (euch Cla th~ binding ot ncD91h&Ua) lb tho plBJ~S of .lot~cQlu • 

this both ol:lm!Mtod tit0 a:aood f03f dotaUGd e¥pOG1t1on ot a netr plot­

e1tullUont bll0111n(r ~ ccmoont:la.tims on tho pla;r•e pnrticuhr 

Madliftlf ot its th~f ah4 r.ll>l'Cl ilmpoJ'tabt; 1t W'l!tod nctoft t'nd eudlencn 

~ the b~ 1n th 11' ooc.~ COON)~., ot ~t sul>jtlot aa v 11 no 
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th~h P%'0GUPllOtt.a lcnottledao of it. 

!he bond betvoon aototoa and D.Ud1 nee wac turthn~ c ~.Med ~ a 

dO't'ice oboftlot~riet1CJ ot Croek dft.ma t th(.\ chome. 'l'ho woo~ft ot Cnntr-~ 

flrQ delib :rat~11 ropf'eD&ftt~d 08 'typ~o Of thl' aV'OJm(;n pnmon, the Ol'diMr'7 

man who dOoa ' DOt Vish a!J3ild.ne w hnpp&n' , to whem th doa=Jl4e ot groot 

good ~ grMt ori.l, ot atq 1ntt.-Jl8ity of ~~11088 and ozp.,riono t aJ'O 

dietubina and unw.-,looae. 'l'ho:r ~ eont~t 1o go on 'Li'ril>g and pn.rily 

11viltg', and ue t nrtul of bftine' dl'a.vn b7 lf'htli!J:l.e tnto "'~ patt-.m of 

aotion outaido tbt.~t normal eoopo of tMir •ot10nal o.ad npiritual raoponaes; 

o:o which mi(lht enl~ th"' acop~ of tboel' ~08pot)ll(le - uauelly a. p&1nf'Ul 

p1'0CeiJ8• 'lhoet" thUJs& U'<.' SlVOn e2plio1t ebtf"tlOtlt in th OhOJ'USOSt f.n 

11b1oh tho woaen of Cc.ntt~rburt oro 1n l"ltfeot rupreeonting th" e.udiebC<' 1n 

thl:l Mtion, Claking o.ri1eu1nte thnir \U:l0%Pl'o81Jed e.l'l4 pol'hnpu only lmlt­

rococnt.e~ ~aponoos to th~ e1tuet1on. 

'lhfl ~1 pro1oSOD1ot ot thf' plftJ 1c. hOt so muoh ft~• e.n "ho chorun 

61'14 tho~fo:N, Srlplioit17t th~ auUonc • 1'~, fhcaan 4ot'!s hn'o e. 

oonfliet, pl'cs~nted in dnaDat1e teas th~ th four t4'fn~1'lh :But 

in tho one of th .. tim t~ ve ~ wltftM~eirlB no OOJte thM a. rf"auo6 

o-t tGm.Ptll~iOM alrc-a,dJ' conquet!Od bof'or tha play' a action b~gin•• ~hfl 

only rool oontliot Tho:::l'\8 ~rionoMJ rithin th couree ot '\h~ play' 1o 

tb~ fourth tr..GptatiOil. Otlco ho h " :roja<'ted that, o.nd set th(J eet\1 upon 

his l'nj~tion 1n hie ~le'tmn8 e mon, his mths;aa is complettld. lo 

<1ratmtic oontliot atiel'ld.o tho no1unlldllillsl it ita like t)v., ritual 

alaughter of en ppo1n~od Victim. tt la a~"lJ" the llOOeaPGJW oocnsion 

of tho ca.ib.tmlia o:.r:pftri.oMGd b7 tho ehoi'Ue (and imp11o1't17t of COUN"• 
b7 1b$ audlonoo) • 

Cloo.r tbe o.ir& olGM the elql vash the viM.I ~ako the tl'toll9 from 
tho a'$on , talco thA akin from th~ Dllmt tak• tho mueole fr(Jo the-
bono, Md 1f'O..eh thta. Wash the c1ono, Reb fh boru)• ob th~ 
b~, waflh tho swl, vauh ~hcta Wlloh 'tht'ct. 

The ~ lf1'0\JSht 1n th(' oho:ruc b7 'fhomaa• a ~111 is shown nt i t• 

ol"~•t nnd el!apl~st by thn oh~ in t®sc from •we do not 'deb. ~bing 

to happeD' to •ue 4id not wish ~~ to he.PJ)4)n'. 2 It 1e not m~~l:r 

1 •lur(lor !!l tl!J Oa.tbHA!r}* (l9l5} P • 77• 
2 Ibid.. pp. 18 end 76. 



that tho ~ event hns OCO'Q,ftf'ldt in doing so 1. t hall forood upon tho 

ch01'UO eelf-k.'nowledgo and. a comr1ct1® ot sil'l S.neteo.d of thP aolf-doubt 

hrgi.'Ytt ua, 0 Lord, w ncknowle4Go 0\U'S lV4!0 as typo of the 
oocaon lllt.\ll, 

Ot: th~ IHtl and. womon 1fho shut th • dooll' And .S..t b7 tb& tboJ 
":bo foo.r thl'l bl"D1ng ot Ood, tho lonnlinnea ot thq fti&ht of 

Ood1 the fJUJT.endo:r rflqui~• tho hpri.vaticn int11e'tN\f 
Uho t M %' 1bn injusti<)~ of QOll leos thtm tl\tl ;tuetice ot Ooctt 
~ ~ ar tb. hand at tho rilldov, the tir4t 1ft tla tha.teh, thf' 

ftst in th tGT1lm, thf) puab tnto1 tbe canal, 
J.eee tM.n Wo f fi&Z tho lOY~ ot Ood• 

Aooo1'diftB1Y the ootheftis that a acomptmies ~' & 4eetb is for them 

1M~bl4! hom o.n a1f'U'4"tteae of d.et'il~~t. 

'l'be ohorws•a involv~t of the aud.iO!lt:le S.. ~rlined by thfl 

knighta Who, biJvlng •oo:npl~tod th~ usurdor' (the nngo di~tion OUM"oote 

the Jlltuol, ~li'Q' Of the action) ~aM 4cJl'ou th-. &UditmC4 41"c1517• 

'l'hotr 3ustif1~'1cma tor "hP. murctor cona1at of natft.l$11te in vhieh th., 

o.udteno" ' lt poatJ('!tJeiiJI Mf dosr• ot •~lt-k:bo'wlo4«e, ®8~ t-~e 

Of"fta.U of tts ow tamUinr attitudes. 

'!JJ.rou«h '$httofl! ~, tbC'- ralig1oua purpoa. of th~ plq 1e .. oM~,.a. 

!ho audif)ftOI') hnn baen 1mrolvod ~out. D taobed oont mplntioa, 

however Ynlid it cay 'b f'or tbfl roo.d~tr o~ hS.a P<H"~e. 1e cl~~rly not 

r r.gnrded bf ~tot na t\0 a.dcqun'to attitudD ttor a ep otc~r at this plaf• 

Long befc>M W%1.tiJW l!Ul"de,~ ip tb Co.tho4£!1 bG had Wl'itt nt 1ft plaJ, 

like a rtllig:Lous eo%'\'ice, ebould b~ n stimulant to lfll"kf'> 11~ m~ 

tol('mbl alld ~nt our abilit7 to l1v • ' 2 

Uatne' n Christian ' tDTth' and tho oonv~tionet of Croek t~. M 

b:l.e 1n t1UJ!!gr tn t he O!:th~Arql aohieVod ftDlGh aosw OU®eestul COllt'Nl'liot:ltion 

b.,t~ &'0!180 a.n4 audi~on'QJ!l thsn nlaellho~. W}!e RRok •• t a.1111%'Q in this 

rnspoot is no tr.reat ottUCJfl' tto,- ~p()t1 einot.t in ~ oasr:: tmrolvea~t ira 

a pagee.nt cannot b~ of the eaaae o~e~ ae i:rrolftQC!lt 1ft plaT. 

Hie f'Bl:li~'lft t'emp' nt po tic 4rema, SVt~SJ.ft!Z Jm:mif\.,1!, wna an 

ezpttr!.m nt primarilf in~ and Vttt'Se-fome, And 0R17 ancon4D.1'117 1D 

1 Op,oi.t. Plh 87-88• 
2 Introduotion ~ hio acth~rta (C~lott~ 11iot) d~tie po~ 

savona:rols (1926) Plh xt-zH. 



oorsu.nioo.t1on.. Yo" tbel'e 1e an int~rest!n« coMection. lMttwcnn thf' lfA7 

in wb1oh SWO&rl'f"l' o~iet\ tee w1 th tb~ c:ud.loflOO 1 M.d the 31JiBJ'nph from 

Moobl'lua plccctl bofo tho fraem ntra. It S.o th('l ~ of Orestes, puhtled 

by the Furi • 'You don't s ee thom, 7011 don' t -but 1 &ee tb.etfe th :1 

are hunt1n« m down, I mu•t I!JO'h Oh. • 'l'h« VO%'de •tw don't... bu.t l. een 

them' app13' not onl;r to thn l'uritta of tbe m~h, aJ1d to tho 'faa.a ot 

Swo~y hbaell ( 1a htt th man Who • U4 a girl 1n'?) , bat to t\ll thoo& 

e~ 1n hie~ zike tdlioh ar~ hiddt-n t.wa h1o ht!Brel'O on th• stage,. 

but ga~4 b¥ hie ( o~ pf'rooptiYe) ~~re 1ft 'hn nudionco, Dori~ and 

the oth~r ViGtonl ee ~~ra W'ld:<t~ onl7 ~f!! eurtaoo mtt~ ot 

his •02"da• fto etory ~ tne1e oompallod to t 11 (it look" lik~ n thinly 

d~S.e d oont.-ae!on) ie aco*tet b)" tl\~ oth~ftJ na slmply e. obUltng 

t!!.lt\ to cdd eplc(J to the oorwoJ:Dr.Lt1on. sve .. l'lt7' 8 kncnrl,,dgo ot thio 

~~1"~' 1n com·;lUhicn~ion ia xp~so 4 1n lJOrda ild4ro~ hnlt to tho 

l\Udiono 1 

I 6Q't'b ueo WOTde ,;ben I lk to IOU 
But U 7011 tmdel"tttand ~ 1t JQU dott • t 
!bat' • nothtna to mtt ud nothi:rJtr to 70U 

Oommurd.oation 1o sae.de Vi th th\"1 audieM o b~ nllotd.na it to fW~'>~!' ( 111 

co~ e neou ~hnn one) vol'da whieh on tbtt at:ago obiov 110 oo=nmic:tt1Qn 

ett all. u th Puriota ~ l.n\'iitS.bl to OX"eetfls • b~, eo th hono~ 

whioh haunte Sveo~~ &lucl.oa t~ oor.oiouentJae ot his oampMi<met it 

ot 'fhe Fudly; npion olu4o th~ conac1ouenose of R~'e :hr.til7 wt n:ro 

ol uly neibl• to th4t aud!,t}noe . 1 fbco foi'Oshn.d.o~ of Tho !omill 

1!9!1!m ~t ltf) tJ'lt 1n ~h~ §!£D l bnp~nts 1a cmphtltd.ecd by th~11' 

w 11 ae to 

svoeneft ~Wl th oth r hom s,., John of the Cross, vboeo 2:"01e.-attel' to 'he 

negative VaJ t~~mbrao d b7 Dll%'1'1' 1• oletlrf\r 'han its :tl'llO'f'Wle~ to Swoonf'fy 

hitlee1tt ' ltMOe th" aoul Mll'lot be po~s• d of t~ di't"imt un1otl, until 

it hdo d1vea1~ ite U of th lovo ot o~CLted ~U6c~J' 

l That 1s to 83:11 thez wei' 'riaiblo to tho Dwii.f.lllOf' tn ~h(' or!gbal 
prodUetione. ~he fl!dl.Uh of thie in t~me of th" etage 1 d !D.iot 
1n hia loe;'R '!!J4 Drum eueq (1951) to adViae that in futln"r- th~ 
0nl7 b 1m ~cl. f:ta. g,n P~!tz &.n<! Po~ts (1957) P• 84. 



H~'e v~raion of t~ O~stoian· cr.r c~o* ~iat~lr on h1a 

retul!'D to lliehwoods •co.n•t rou " them? You don•t e~ them., but I 

aoe th m, / And they eee m • • 1 !hie a.»liee to the rmenlde wh1oh b~ 

l:Oillly do o •"t bu,. lik~~t Sve~ be ie aleo con.,o1ous of the b!lftier to 

~1nioation vbtoh p!l!'flventa ~ other oha.n.ctorc hoD Sf!Ob« tho 

moo.n!ng ot hie wo%'ds 1 

BUt hoY can I upl&int ho1r C4n I osplain to S' 
You will undenttand leae after I haTe CtXplaincd it .. 
All that I could. hope to DakG 70\1 \UldG~tl\lld 
Ia onlY OVMl~sa not 'Wh t bas ha~. 

AP1n lllio~ p:rncJonta n. group ot ~~re vith vo~ c1otJr oe ot 

conaoioutmeea, this tim~ in the" ~1m1'k of a. twmi"'"'P81Cho1og1onl cbr.ur.m .• 

~is ita subjnct, nM. h ~Aga-tha o.:rn tb onl7 fully •ownr • 

pf!raona 1ft 'liot'a qetf\1!1 of p:lda4 oonsoioueflaoe. A Ut"tl8 leas O.VIU"G 

iJJ I U7, a.nd the ~a'\ of \he fami.l7 tU*e, like Sw~eme7t s compA.ni~:ntt t 

Yieiol\lese .. until o.t th~.t ona A1Jf3' 1$ torc.d into somo moasur: of awnftttees . 

At th~ ~ndt too, thtl mttu' ot !aJ."%7'• awarnnoao te clu\ngf'd. 

!his 8l'&4a11ion ot ooneo1ouenefJs 1• phae1~4 by th(l d-av1ofl of th~ 

~n:ldoa, lihioh at fire'\ n rq racogn1BfU~, 3 nnd aftnrw!U'de Mary om 

Jgt\tha. But it is an untoriulmt~J d~ce, a~iDB ou" not onl~ ae th 

oUr.tf •bol but also ~a tbft obi(lf flaw in th(~ play. flbGt wttnkrlose 

p~o ede from !Uic>t • a at\fllpt to comb'!.M •1~ ot both th.- p~()olo 

logi l and th eu,pem"'.tul'Ol 1n th~.t play. Its ~in& a eoml:-P&yobologieal 

drrt.t1a 1e 'lhi! o~n of ita t allur.,. 

111o't ia 00Ji~mo4 bel'& vi th ih& 1nb ri ted CotiS(;l(lU no ~ o't ain Gr1d 

wi~h lts oxp1a.t1on, with a e..ma of guilt, and 1rlth all th~o thinae 

tr~A.t~d in tht- conh"n ot a. etro- t!Other-eon ~1#\tionahip. Tb&tto topioo 

ho.d been dealt viib at l~nsth both by modem pqcl:tolOQ' end by atleit"At 

Greek a.rame.s and Qio-, in ~ to uno the r eeourotte ot both llPPJ.'!OI\Ohea, 

f'•ll 'botwnon two atoola . 

1 !he J'amilY Reunion (1939) p. 25. 
2 Ibid8 P• 28. 
3 ~~1"3' eeoma at fimt (p. 62) not to h.2.v oeen thnl, but lo.tf:'r (PP• 120 .. 1) 

it apptmr8 that ah• had IOf"tl them, 7 t pr to~d not to, preB'Ut.l.'\bts' 1n 
order to ~ hbl. Doft1nth DOt a. m bU' of i h ~emuy, soee thnm 
betol"f' ev n Rtt.r3:7 doea. 
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Fwld~nWly bio sp ~h to tho probl ot guilt ie from "he point 

of n ew ot Obftetiam:ty. ~ thn did he not t~n.t hiM sub;Jcot horb a 

f'rarakly OIU.-letian engle? Tht) na..on 11os in th,. na:t;ure ot tho nUdienco 

tor 1th1oh ho wn• wri:ttng. It wan uct tho Chri.st1an audience o:t tho 

Cant~~ o~to~ouao• but nn nv~~ tmcrulansM. modem. 1'\Ud:l.enett, 

to wbo;o thf.l l~o o-r OJFiet:I.Old. ty is for th~ moet pc1't tn ... levnnt 'lrld 

mtltmll161&aa. In nit~ ~p:rd.f\.r !9 th~ Onth!S!l ho eould 1nke it to~ 
gr&n'tn'. tho.t hie audi()ll.Ce eharcd condn ~ 4\a~tiom m. view­

points with him. li~~ it was oihoi'Wis~"~• He ltUet n~s pzoo~ bJ' a 

m"tbod of tndirootiOfltJ• coolSlinglJ' he acloptod a vell-knowr~ tbdtJ, thh 

O:r nee myth, wbioh b3' a.ttng p~'io ae t~tnt tUid. ao~ philos~hioa.l 
~li~t 1 woul4 not bo as ikcly ~o ali~na~~ bie au41&nc~ ae a a,peo:l.fionlly 

C!lftotioft th«<e. . '1'lle p+108f.eal &pp1'0<00h alao l'l't>Da!ltc4 1tonli' • 

S~l'l'l 7~ua !tal"li-.1" M ~ad writt~n the;$ pqoholog •oe,n Z'tNiVt't . cma. bee 

Al~tvll' tQ eomo extant ~,1vo4,- truths lo-~ since known to Ohrf.ut:l.an1tJ't 

bQ.t QOS111' t'orgottGJl aJld ~l'$dt a.ftd it ONl pu.t t~m J.n ct form 1lJld C\ 
I . 

ltulgWl8& UDderstanda.hln b7 mod.em poopl• to whom t~ la~flg(' or Christ• 

iN'ilty 1e not cmly dead3t U114eo1ph mblo•. 
2 

It aoemed the obvloue 

solution tor a ·~ ot u-. conatr\lctcd. upon t) ~ flaft'Att-ve outlitl!J 

d.ftvn f'1tolll <:JlN:.ok mythol· . • 

a.t Ulatond ot t+ina th1e ......,tt,., wtlille -1 tel;r illto 

the modern wo1-ld and tfta.,ing it ~ th6 point of view of pqoholo&r 

alono (t~ onlF 8\lr meti U he wnntod to us~ p..,-oholomr et n11)1 hn 

!sport~ ecao oupttna'tu.raJ ~" from ~ world. ot thn ~ll0i9nt Jq'tht 

WJilflU'J thO ~An1d0f!• 'l'Jif.J 1Ao'Vitn'bl7 meant 6 eont'11et 'bettl4tftJl thO 

wp~tul'al and tht.l pa7ollologiMl ele!!Sol'lte. llh.m th,(' Dua~rd.des ""PPMr 
I . 

euddon17 1n an ·~lieb d wing room, thfl pU1-el7 pO)"Cholog1ca.l &hd tro.rakly 

l 
2 1?32, 'by 

.....,.......,iiiiiiiiiOioi.,.............,.....,......,.w.;o-.......,......,......,.........,...,. (19,) P• ~6. 



rotnllta o~ cuilt 1n tt :tnmily, hie pl~;r might h:w,. BUcceedod.. H& eould 

stU.l brl.Vl"' nch1<fW'od ·801:10 ~.renon ot ai6ni£1oanoe f.roa tho myth (o1'117 

a lit11~, it io true) by ~ tho p~ll•l ol~ar ~> tho usc of 

eimilt!.Z' nu.tes o,nd n. 'f•w coweapondenc3& 1n tho do-tdla of t~ plot. 

SUoh ho.4 boen ~ O' lloiU.•a aia whon h• too Usi".ltl DOdum pSJoholo§ 

and thArt O':tMet<"G mythJ bu't 'beoottse ho avo1dad. Afl'8' shook tsctiea liko 

d.lroct oontl\et vi tb. tho m7th fi~ th*UGlV-es, his ~ noum!!£ 

D22!!!:! ~ro~*" u, to~ all ito gloomr ftm'blimg, mo!le oonrtncing tlum 

~ !,811!11 lsun12f!• tio oa.n accept th(l< fo.teo ot r.~ Xumott (~mncm), 

ViJmie (Sle<rtl't\} o.nd Orin (Oreatee) ne pnMntod. 1a t ofts of pquologio&.l 

Ot.UUJoe, el.llo& u supel"N\tu%'8-1 t~ aro n.l.love-4 to confu•f.i the itfwo. 

ln ~ ~epocte hiu lili~ ot tho\'tBht 1a •imita:r to Bliot •e J lmt b!o 

~OM tn wrl.iirlg 'tho pln711aB dif'f~ftllt N14 eaa!w to ftcoomplteh. 

0 •W.ill , we are told, 

~4 himself..... uxe 1\ poaai'blo to pt modern pe;cbo1ostoa1 
approd.t:Jation o~ ~ eense of tn.'t intou• a. pl~ wbich woul d 
bo aecopted bl' modem au41eace-a? Kod.em ~ence•, 8!\ID O' lfeill, 
bnvo no trenersl religious baoiet no COJl.'mlOD tu.Dd of badi t!on io 
whioh the7 tcay mtfer th~ groatMJ't px-o'bl~n 'tfith which wn ~ all 
conoomod. 'l'ho oloaoa~ modorn ~ivnlent is ou:r yo~inte.nt 
eoicnoe ot ,PfJ7CholoQf fn'tf.t, eap tPlfe~~1 1 1s what haJ!1Pono to 
human bf.\irlgs beo&UJ() ot what th.oy tU"Ot not whr.t.t aomo sv4 tetlla 
them to tm, llnd. it is thry bueinoes of 'th~ -bagic cb.•cuM.tist to 
ahow llov ~n deetUq' htt<:tta upon thtt ind!:rid.un.l, 'the faE'lily, 
tho ~e. 

ltt.iot 4l1d. o•1o111 &eelll to lmvn e~n elmil~ nd'Yua'tugeD in praoholog:r, 

but wlu.'l:rtmfll niot. wtahed to m.Qk~ tbOil aubeol"V'e a rel.igiou• %*6lo• O' lfoill 

vnntAC! thMn to help him oonv~~ eomP-th1t16 lik~ the G~ senDo of ta.'tn. 

!h~ oambtnation of p8JCholoBJ with a Greek ~1cnl thom& 1ft ~1oh that 

eonae of t at e al~ oxiet~d. ns thttJ!'Ot"on esta2: tor o•lJetU. Sinoo 

lltot lt.ao ao' pri~ly int8Z9ctod in a sense of t~to hie diftieultiaa 

wo!!$ ahlont illeu.-tmountablo .. 

Porhape Sliot f~Jlt thnt it he p~aon'ed his ~ntirr pla.,- :he thG 

pqcheloglc.."\1 ~1• slon~, it ~ld .U.OQf}ed mue'ly in contirming 'Uw.t 

viewpoint 3ntl. not in mbt17-p~sontil'l8 thtt ~U.giwa 01'1E>- • flb1ch wao1 

afk.r all, o. l arge paJ't of hie p'UJ'l)Ose 1n wrltine "he pltq. So ho brought 
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in the supel'tl~turnl and not co c.uoh united " oontusod t h l"l"l.irrioUa nnd 

psyohologicGl cate((O~i•a of th1nkill6• On th~ ~liaioue l<"~'cl thli\ 6.raJna 

l eo.d& to the b~ing of n~'a purso.t1onl 011 tho pqchologioa.l l~ol 

it l ddo to th~ tiDal bl'M\lt in b1s r el ationship with hia tto~r - Vhich 

kill• h~r. 1liot hilleolf n&.dta ~hnt 'v• U (} l eft in a dividfltl truo 

of 1nd1 oot lmcrd.ng w oth-.1" to oonaider th.8 Plt:\3' the t~ a.r ot th 

'l'o eom \U:tent tb :lm nidto onn b "on m rel-y na thtt ..,mbol of 

G p:J7¢holosico.1 et t .. t of llarr.r' o om uoneo of 8U111. :Bltt thq a to 

havo v.notb..,r tunoiion toot to .repr ooent ;bf\ Olll"tlt) U.PQl1 th., f amilY At 

Wishwood. '!h r etort' lb.rr7 onnnot oae them until he coaoe home. ltavilfg 

done oo, and haV112B e.lGO loo,mt thr- nntur-o O't bie par~nts' guilt, he 0t1n 

go ~~ ngnl.tl to ~ta1o the atnrJ of the fnnily. Tho tact that und ~ 

e~andina nd atill b follow d by cpia"tioa i• tl. d4tp rturn hom tb('\ 

pl:Jrtlly :PS1oholosioul appro ®, and 1nd1~'tfto th t iot rooosniatHil tho 

e,~3egl1v;~ ~oaU~l ot ein r-nd guilt. 'lo ezpl&in thrn t. to con. to pips 

With tb,..~t 1t iB not to put on end "to ~heir •bf,tng th~re•. 

Perbnps 1hia i s 'bh~ r PAcon wb-7 ~o tlWionides ~e lliOt ~reaentM\ 

• eimplJ ~ :t~t ot Bl\l'%7' e troublC'd ~t1on. 'l'h~1 too ~e 

obj ct!ve roal1trt they ll1'0 B~on by Do~, a!ld av n1uall1 alao b1 Sl!'3' 

end )ga.tba. .JNt th~ objeot1n roa11t7 thue nooo~ thee conf11ot~ with 

thoir M1Ura1 pqobolO«ical ADSOc~tiof!n. 

n indion.t eo ( 111ot nov or ('lt}].le t h m the ll'uriee in the 

plft7) thq ~ m a.nt to be r«l0Slliso4, and ar o finallt rt~ooeni•od by 

l'ta.rry, fJ gu1.4ins nllg6la (tho ' J:1M17 OtlQe•) vho muot be Vt'loomfd 1\bd 

t()llov,d t.t thi! buMen of guilt is to bo l:l:ttea. rua vould bl! tn ord~):l, 

p~pe, it th"7 wet' onlr ·an objectification ot liany•s corw1ot1ol'l of 

sill which ho f'1Mlly ~008%l115(\S as a splritut'.ll,- healih7 eta'OtlJ but as 

th~'a' .!ll.e! r eproaent the O\U'84t on tho faa111', tho7 oalUlot corwiJlCina'ly b~ 

rtJVwod &o haVing bfl<'tl in fnct fJ'Uiding C\fl6~la nll lOJ'JB'• l'D other words , 

thor~ i e com'ueion betwoon th9U standit~B to~ Btdlt and their etandtng 
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for a snnoe of guilt. Only th.- 1 ttf+l." is perm1e~ib14' ( t.ncl O'Yon th~n 

rtoky) in thn :ptJycholO{fi~l o<mt ·xt. 

'l'hoN is no point, not dVtm l!P..rey• B Aec p~neo ot thMt1 a.ftor h!.a 

lolliJ dit\lcgu~ with .Agatha., tha t OO:r»ofll)onda with the com~r~ion of 

·~ot: into unidlltJ 1n AnoohTlu.s. It& tho 9ratrkin th.-.y h~~ .Q2! 

al~ b6on -~ •:tindly On&e' cintply wni1~ tor r ~cogn1tion BB GUOh 

(A'thont\ hae to brib thoc 1io ohr-.~ 1ho1r ohs.ra.cttJr and 'bk on a Mv 

funetion), IIP..r:rr' • d1M«•l7 1n 't'bG :rpmill, Uffi!Ston that thnf Am, ~lln,.S 

bw~n b~nefioont 18 a1mply N1 1nd1ert1on of hie diBOOV..::r.r 0~ MW)tbillg 

new .bout hue lf' 11.nd his fAmil71 cl\d. obott' how to xpiate the aiM of 

llie housf). fhoir otll\rcct~>r r m ins statio, while liU"ey's ttitude to 

thetl olln.na'r-t:a th..- 1".;>Vtn"e" ia tru·-, of Or,et-<)e '1.11d 'tibo Furi4' fJ in AoErol'cylus. 

Only in th., 2!1embor1 18 'th 1'C'I e:q J.HQ"oholof.ti 1 intcroan ira ~ateRt in 

th• Ir!!&m¥mf ho is 1il1lrel~ a patUfiva, atat1o fisure whoee p~t-eooution 

oauB~B .A'thena to bring n.bout th 001Wn1'8ion of tha Furi~c from bloofthounda 

into civic ~i :m.e. 

If ~iot . ft "llll&nid~s had. :not ~~iDad. Stl'-tio they mi£ht ru :9'0 0~ 

able to benz eOtl\O ot "hn wot«ht ot .,abolio e1enit1e-m~ lnid upoll thf)m. 

Du.t th~.~& th..., plt-.y would. he.vt- bocn an <·,ntirtil)f dif't~:rent plr.ra it woul4 

MVO 01'1~%'04 mor Mly into ~h~ mh-world and O'l'"'rbnl~d in the otha~ 

di~aotion ... !ttJ p~hol.ogtoal elmllont tiOUld have beooma ineo~OU8· 

Ae i ~ ia, tht\ ro~tli t.7 th,.7 brlllS to 'th& ®1"8~ on th t"mil.7 do01: not fit 

into thfl payobologicnl aolteMO of tM.fl6'0• . "7liot wou.ld hc.v" dont~ 't){)tt(~ 

to l?t th""ll ~rn~wrrt onl~ ~l'1'7'• t3 ncs~ 01" cruut,. k(.eping thf"m !nvioiblft 

to :t.ll tlt() otb11r ohnl.'aotnrs; or Pln".. to h':Wt' l .,.ft th·~m cut nl ~th~"~~r• 

Allowine th~ to lh"' ntt n by ~1210n~ oth~r thnn Ba.rry jell!) u• vith ita 

imponniblt~ jump from th pllJ'Oholoeieal to th f'U~matural plaM. Por 

1~ ie n j\mp. Jlo sui tabl union of tll two hnn bo~tn ft~e4 to pr~o 

ua tor it, ~ d.oee it etteot tntoh t1 union 1tn<"lf • 

lfh us• ct tkc Ql'tb. h"" bas t.\ilnd. ill anot~~ ~~ott it do•s !lOt 

fUnotion M a lllt'tal:UJ of f\OODOt/l7 • lne\Md o'f BaViJW nio't ~ long nnd 

1m'Olv d $%lJO&i tton• t t hae zmoaefJi ta.t.,d. h7 1 ta complox u~e an evon 

lo»g~~ expoei~lon thnn that of 1he •v~raao ple~. Indead al~ost th~ Wbol 
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plU.7 is 6XPQ&i tion, und tlat is a fu.nWtJUn'kl th"omatio tim ••· !bia 

too u ~oogni$ed b7 ;nio1l• 

I b:td. employed tar too cuoll of thr atrictl)- limited timo allovt!'d 
tO ll. d ti«Jt t i1'l pn&c>nting 3 «Ji 'fiW£ti011J pm .nOt lnft ~Ali' 
oDDl.JBh timo• or p1'10'rid.CJd ~o lf' vi"h el.'lOUg}:l me.t•rl.al, 'tor 
clevelopina it in aotioa.,.. aftt:tr whnt muot aof'111 to thff a.udieDOC! 
~ ifttl)J.Uiinnble time ot p~tion, "llu oonoluaifn ocll'NJ so 
abrupt)¥ that w ~, nft""r all, U!U't'nd7 for 11. 

Bor ha ~ ud1 noe boen both 1noludo4 a &nd cht\11~ by tho action 

a 1n Sftu'4Gli; !Jl 1h Oath 4£!1• full tnolu 1on would bo tmposs1blo tor 

~on a. Chri.~t1lt\n au4i~ncn or one voll ve:nod ill pqohology, l t alone 

atq" oth~r. .Pd. ~" oh lle~ te.Ua boOt\UIS the domim.nt rot\otion ta 

liflbl<' to b bowild 2:'llHtnt, and b Oil~ !J:IY.'• death (a kind of dela7ed. 

aurdcr ot Cl~,.tU'le.tn o.tt•• ~t by thto PurieaS • a.lihoueh B r.ry•e 

ldf itJ hie rtt 1 Olytetmf'la'b'e.) r'K\Uo~c ihe alJ't'M¥ ~~~ 81Q'Patby we 

aro ebleo to f'Ml tor ll~ as • oho.s-not..,r. 

Ono can, bOlffWel'; c.wcrempbaate& hie pri.«Bleluloaa. Denie Dot10£buo 

doec ao in th ooume of oomt't 0-<llmt\nts on fb2 ~":ld!£ §ta.'~<'E!!l• Ito seen 

the '1P1cn.l l liot b()N ae 'ih"' relisious ann dltf1n1rls hims.,lt in n aeoular 

eoo1ct1''. 2 'l'his mq b true, but he ex.~ft tn tM.e ~rlemal oontliot 

Yhiln ~plaaa1a1DB 1tb lD1~'rMl ooJ1t11ot • Lord Cla .. rton, bo tm781 

S.e ditf.,.~ from tW. tn~l l.iot h rot 'It is not a. oaso ot a bCizo, 

a ruut of COilBo1~nee end Co»aoitntsn"88 1 ~nt!ntJ a hoaiile !9nttp - ad 

'tb. n deetro11Dg it or tr&ll&~ing it • but a\Ch mM contron1111&' 

ME!! J:£• • 3 ~. ia in f'o.ct 110 now dep~~. lf'ue 'dialociio•, as he 

o lle it, ot th~ 011!'11~ Pl.Gvo 'tmft leo pt!raoml ond internal. Itt. co-a 

on 1o ~ ot ~he :Q.der §to.!•E!e• 

fbo pli'\Ot ot the 80"~P oat •o 9! ia new tDkm by thos• :tncto:w. 
of oo~dio , me~Uln.,ca,. t.UIA et~Ptt.neea which Lozod Olf;I.Vflrion ar.ea 
in his:aMlf't ho doew not put the \lam, on flooiet7, or on MD.tt r, 
or Bod7t or · ture, or on a»3 othnr cmpitali~ ma.lJ«niV• tie 
do$8 not fJfJJt ae ~ s:-id in 1Jl<- fpeib: ttseenm• 

It 1e not Ill' cou()ionc<t, 
lfot 1Q' m.na., thnt ia dteos.at'tl, but -.ho WOJ:<ld 1 bltvo to lin tn. 

fJ!b t wn.s an ett.q way out... 4 
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!n;t. "rpl'"tod 'k fit in mtl1 Donoghu 'a OV'~rsaph'\ais on tb ~xt rtml 

ra:th~r thtul th~ in~rnAl oontliot. In th ee lfordtt 1!f\r'!7 ie ~rtainly 

not pu·tt1.ng tb.n bl"~• on Sooi~ty or UnttPl' Ol" '-n:f other O-~p1tnlifJtt.c1 

1u.l~-ty.. l!e ~aopts full r r-eponaibility fo"" t't "" ntJ\t~ u 1• !.n. fhfl 

tto.rd.a :u-o l'..o d1setlaimflr of ~ , _.l.'tJO!'V'.l burden of guU t o» hi$ part J tlu;.~y 

n~ just th oppo11i te • He 1e flOt:IDtittriP£ th4' viow that thotJ vho hnv" 

agonina of l'l""l101'SO .nd. gu11 t h~n Aie~ttaM Mneoi~neee. ~ ~ io 

ind~od ~" uign of henl th, julft ae tb~ oouv:lction ot sin i~h In 

tanintl'lining th11\ his consoi nco is not di ~"\8~ he !.a .!2! rdntaining 

that it ia DOt guil'ty. 'J.'o do so, 110Uld haVrt beGn 'tO tmkP ,._ tJO:\pego&t 

of' th~ •hostilo sonlll}• md. 'to a!)pnar ..-,ore priggish th.'ltl we:r. !ut 

!tar:r;r•a <!ontlict io jUst o.a int~rml lit$ 14ord. ClRVA~·•J &l:thOUBh th<' 

@%t<~trJWli$!lt1on of Lord Olav"non'• oofttliot (in th~ fom of bis 'ttho&te• , 

(JC)t)fle nnd Mro Cs:rghill) U muoh co~ &tfcotive 'lhan tho erlernali&fl.tion 

Jliot r.coanizt-4 thai in !hft f.,ilz, !f!mion 'the 4oo:peet f'l.I!Lw of 

&11, 1me in o. t"dlu.-o of r.tdjustmen-. bf!tweon -.h( Q)!I&Gk .ato17 nnd th~ 

mo<tem situatioa. I ahou'ld oither havP stuek olo &r to .Aesohylu8 Ol' 

ola~ takn:n f), er•t dea.l mo:zon libnrt,- vtth hi• ~.. l !hfJ lattor 

eoureo ie th.., on., u adopted u hie llltar »la.ytt, ln thnm tho Jqth UDf'ld, 

tckf!\n ~'\Ch. t~ ~ Oroek d1'n!:la., is well eubmerg a. in ttl~ mo6."m 

a1tu~t1on. In 1aot th Ullderl7fng Jll31he lMN eo well dieguie a in 

!he qoal<'.ta11, P~l e.n4 'rh• O~idsntial Clerlt that vh~ ne ~~t\er 
§U.tosmM appeared, th happy ory of •oea1~ue a! Oo;tODUsl • bowed ~t 

'spotting tb• myth• in niot'e plays ho.d bfiOOl!\1' 6 kind o~ 11:t ttrttl7' pmo. 

Xnovl(l~ of t~e myth ue-od lo 1n some resp ota uoettll in ~ri!te light 

on ~iot•o in't«'llticma, bu-b it cu 1ll.eo l •ftd. to i~elcmmt cri,ioi«nfh 

It ie imp<Jrian'\ to ~~bnr th1\t in The Cookt il Pg!z at arq t'3tc. Jnioi 

wn.s b7 h1o O'tm &d ieaion Cl.t pa1De to oonoct 1 th~ ayth. Perh.ap hr. telt 

that ~~ fGmilz ~tun1o!•s too obvious oonnP-otion wiib Aeaoby1u• had 



hiDde~ ~oa'\1on ot i t a epbltual a 'lflina, tllftttag too ch 

nralt'ieal tspoculrxtion UletMd. O:r perhaps ho f ol t that thE~' ak•loton of 

a ~oloai<ml eto~-7 did not Mod to be conao1oual~ approhculod 1» oMor 

to b3v 1te ~tfoota ~t lt oould opttra.te on the unooflDC1ou8 lM"ol ae a 

kitld ot BOUrld-bo~ s eittrag up doepil3:' ~nYer~tione ot oiiott'll ft>S'l)on • 

to thtt tJlU'face «V<'J1iii!J. Jut moet pro'Mbly M a1mp1y foundt on~~,.~ 

tbe AJ.o.,stis (Md la.tot.t Ion and o~e ~t COlallle) I that ita ~h (like 

eo CltU'l7 1:'.\V'tha) oomtl.ihGd. tea~a Whioh auggoetod ~ O!' two fr.lndeuental 

Cbriot1an twths ne ho ¥ til.c:Gt Qhd eo dooidod that an e.d."t.pt tion would 

nkt!' n good plqt ~o sou.roA voll bi4clon, e1noo 1~ 1IU8t btt th~ P4apt tiotl 

that &tttlred Gl'ld not t hrt eoUJ~C • Jlerf)1 vo mnr 1M him ~tlC• Sa 

n etuq ot Oatple\t o11 enlfle.,u enonl1oo • nleo lfit~ l"eatoJ'E'I<l. 1o b•~ 

rnth,.r ~tiv~ huebtmd (Q-at t of 8Z'Mt at~.rwth)• trow, oh.Mge 

or eplit ~ or two ebl\raot~J ~late 'tho ~tac:rlfic iO th<t id ot 

Yoootion {but bo ~tul ebollt this) J tun thft plJ3'8locll suongth into 

apiri~ wia4om1 and avoid c¥q oo~td.fla ~ Wft'f'ICtionst epot en v:l.th 

a llttl light dmlfiqr-.rooD OOGQ~-~ th~ i.e our 1>1~. 4 41trd.eal1 

cold-blooded mnthod of oompo~t1 ti<m, porhnps t bu' that le tsf't~ 11 the 

lmprossioJl the- pl 18 a1vn. 

Jhaie'fc.¢ bis Tloti• a, !h., C.o*ta,il tnl!l *<>vd. eeTGm iq)o~t 

improv; n'tt!t ·~o b 1n with' , as ho ft7e, ' llO chorus, flhd JJO £bOlita. ' 1 

f.l'b.o obows ot l.lmloa and wnta 1n T!m 'Pg!!il;r: _lll'Utd.~tl W6 not JJUceo&atul . 

'l'he7 ~ l'tdiculM too auch t'ox- tho udi('Jt1or- t<; teel ~ificd with 

th• ( BD 1 t could wi '\h thf' vomen ot Cen""~) , and tb 1r auddon tmruJ­

t.•tona ~ iM!.vidua.l to ehornl attitud<dt w~ dietrnotuw ond 1l'T1-.t1ng. 

t ho fiU).t betwo&n tools and 'ri.oio~1Nt wae too wide tor the 8ud!anoo to 

8YJl1P'lth1ert doepl7 with Cll\T charact«tl' &XCC\l)t mape -· and to do that 

11M Urlatldia '$clJ' to b~ o.li~w.ted hom liaftoy. ~ &dtuations of :£!!s. 

COOk_seU Pe£U o.ro mor tamUinr nnd tho ~ttlrtt tf.lllob more ~ thotio • 

~ abacnce ot ghoote or fli'IIY other manitnstatiOM ot thn ~l)rm.t\m11 i s 

a.leo aotlothtrle to b thankful tcrt tho A!ooa\1~ &tory 1e fr ol~ enoue;b 
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adapted tor l!U:t.ot to any 1the.t h~ ~ia to ~ without h!l'f'i.ne to introduott 

d:lrstraotioM. It would ha• boon dieaat%"0\lo to pr eent uo v1th th~ 

litt'l~l ~~ior:a of DOdern .Alct)fltist ve ahould hav boen so pue~lod 

as to bow to ~aot 'tha't V!! ehoulc\ have tan~ tho point of ..., ple.y. 1 

Urm~esa17 banittn 1n the tom ot I!JWipicton ogdnet :religious p1"0p4-

~ td.B)l.t Bleo haTe b~Pen ~t up., SUch p~nila (ant\ fbi'lt Cg9M!&l 

!am ocortably oonttdna it) 111ri ~ o1ther 411tftW.ee4 o:- ••1:3 ~fUlly 
j 

doliwred if lt ie to bo auoonefUl. A$ M'tOO. theat~ ori.tio hne ld., 

'ln tM oonto:JPOrd7 the tro thE! oaJ.7 kind of rolt«ioUa plq tb:t.t M8 a 

o'htmoo ie OJI tho'\ JUNes up silontl7 troa b hind r.nd. tak•e us unavo.raa1 

botO'l"' vo M~ had i;ia(, to p~porn Ol:lr' heletanoo. • 2 'fhe OO&'aic f'J\U'ftton 

of 'l'ho go~~ Pmz ~ ite Uoa.netilem to the PIG'chintriet•• ooMUlting­

ftom ado thia eJ'leD&riag pX\loe•n poaoible. 'fho rt!tl~ pill we well 

~· (Ill J!Sc!.t£ 111 ~ Ca~l 1 t d1d a»t no to bet atn~ tho 

audio:w wae ""' ·tUld tn et\th~le end pa:Af.llh ~a Vn"/!7 oflt•n etill 

ls - Chri$t1Nt. Xn the !!rl\!11 YJ!unioD -.hC' a"emp' to GUBI!.r thC"o pill 

wae tneftoctS.Te.) 

'l'h$ tom of veNo 'Which .4iot dnelopod tor 'l'he gooktall PS'z wa 

cleo em iap1'0T®ldt. 'l'he Pe!JX 1.99P!on•,e diatusebtng 'hmlaitions from 

flaitenecl dialosrut to rich tmcal. po t%7 a.t mom~t• ot int•noiv Md 

lifted the chn~ct n awq tJ.ooos.n u. 1.\M made th evon lees ~thntio 

than 'tb•1 al 47 w re. ftia 1s l argelJ olim1Dn.ta4 in D(' Cook!!Q 

b£!1'• fto ono lt ttl• peoudo-ohoral p- •8060 at 1h nd of Act tho ia 

~'$1fi.cl b7 tho :roa~al 'l<>a•t of th 'b n~olont oo~ifttore (ll~ill7, 

Aloz arJ4 lulu) and 1e pP:tl"tc-ot17 aooflp~bl('. 

JtOit do" Uliot UH t!t.o AJgsetta li;Ytbt R• ftt'.YfJ tD J:ogt!Z GD4 l?!'a!!y 1 

•1 wae "~Ul tnol~ to so to a. Oro.k drQm tio' tor rq theeo, but X as 

detemln~ to 4o eo Do:mlt ao a point ot depaHllre 1 • 3 lie ~ tho~ntoro 

aot ltklll~ to add muoh to our W')derot~ ot Bliot • e plat br e t\ldng 

omct pe1mll la vi th ~ho ovon•o eM. ohamotf'n ot Buriptdea • , the sennrd 



tbe~Doo ooraocm to both a:re a 'IO'IJlM. • a $:\onf'1o1al ~th, and th~ ftfttorntion 

o~ o. dt~ to hor huo'babd b7 e Mbuloue 'but cnpab1~ W ei'Ded.it'll"3.. fha.1 

•ho OOMOCt1on itt Vt\!7 el~n, la ilmC'dio.~l7 cp~t ~the ~.,no.l 

of 1;ho two mo.1la evotdJa (the doath and tho 1'esto~mt1®), ana fr<>n the 

Q1itt1na of the A.lo~s•ia ~~ t.uto two ~te oba%'aott-ro. ono la 

LaviniA, ~etJtOI"edt DOt from d.en.th but t.roJn sop@O.tton. to Mtml'd. 'lb..., 

otM~ 1e Celia , ll'boee detlth in Killkllll3a 1e a aam.ttoul death- not itt 

ol!dt:tz- to eav~ a huobund., bu~ in • • oou.rso of oa~ out th" 4utl*e 

o~ n rnllc1ou vorot1on. l!avu4 is the A~tu'C to Lo.ruia'a .UoQ8t1e, 

rmd BeiUy the lt01"U01f'dt who ft'Wd.t.e them. tho paftllo1 1e OD17 a VOr:/ 

1'0'U6h oat~. Ot euripidea' oharaotom Onl.J' Hore.clet.J bAs (lr.a Jotll)') a 

cou.nt~ 1ft vhotl a few Vi.V1a1 f M 'kl1'f'lo coft"o$pO!ldJ hl• nniving • t 

~· coekiall pnzoty app~t!tft'tl7 Wllrrv1te4 and. his likine tor sin 111* him 

with the bGnlt n ltornoles Y.b.o tlfti"oa Wl8Skod at the houa~ of AAtwtua 

nt " Vf.t'IJ'!l a.'t4amzod 11l0men~. lklt em the Who! 111.ot'a d,t}bt to ~)14oa 

S.a llm1tn4 to ono or two "teo1!7 rO'U{fh plot tmgSctstiona &rid thn ide~ o~ e. 

~t:\Cllit1oinl d$n.th. 

'1'he B!1ih ob~eotion l ovoll$11 b7 oritlce Dgain~t ihi11 pla7 a~e 

Eltot'a dUf'(ll"nt nttitwi.Gs to th~ Ohab.borl~ tmd to Cotta. !'ho)' 

oocplain ot th~ division of tho .Alcutu ~ into _1wo t~op!\.J."t!.to 

•~.c~m tdth td4e~ dit:te~ 4est~iea. Wl\ltQ2;" stein goas 110 fu na 

to oall it a Jlal:liob.eaa plq, tl0kifl6 n 41chotol:27 bt-iweon JJo.~ and 

~~ndeaoe. 1 Do~o Gn18t 

One is "\allp'ld t<> vish t~t 1 t had. 'bee». thfll «Mt~ WOIWl vhb had 
tokt'.Jl up th~ 'two YO«t..iOatl b ~ OM t.\O't Ol'ad th~ <me td.tuotlon. 
111ot • e b:soeakdovn of tho aatt~r into two ei.tua:\1ou end two 
ealvo.tione repruentn a to.S.lu.ro f'i.nt1 nn owo1on... J:o feel c. 
serioue tnc~t7 beboon tho2tono of trut :».ward-~ sto17 
nl!ld the t of Qelin 1 e IM2Ptyricm .. 

One WOtldore wh~th.or ~o vou.ld hav~ beot1 1tdl,ptod \e ld.ah thttt it ht1d 

bAen th~ ewno ~· it i11ot had not rttV'•olf"l\1 ~ tiDe e1ftto.r tho »1A7 

fiftt appe~, tbn COtml'lOtiOil rith th ,Mc!et1R Which no ODe hnd 

~oop!BC"d• tho t aot t hat in ~pidos it 1-e the naatt lfQm."t.ll lfho ne.oJ!"lfiocs 



bonttlt ftBd 'tfb.o 11 ft8to1'Ml did ~ -··~r to niot and oould bOt ho.v 

OOCNft'04 to th audianoo when • play ~"~• til"ei p~sentad.. HQ4 he not 

prarid1d thom vi~h thtt clue, critioe lfOUld not lutf'a boen 1h ~position 

to ooopl e.ift of 'breslaiolft'l of -.he a.t~ into two eituo.tione' . Sine~ 

he took his th"'~n• from G~eok ~a •mo~l1 ne a pot.n" or dop rturo • ve 

<mm110t ~a:iJ 1hs Codtt"il, Partz: N tt 1 t •ro mtmnt i;o bo e. modem 

.Uoeati!J ftOr oan w oxpoet 1 t to oontorm to c~Ul aepflot• ot tho 

jlct~otia which • • ehoulcl not havE' oonei~ !k'\0. ~4 1po1rrt o~ dnpartur•.' 

~ainecl~. 

!hd'e is no ~n to ccmdol:ln • a &CA.l!'!OWI :lnooDg~uf.:ty botween tho 

teo of ~e DAWUtl..-Ln'iniA etory All4 tha.t o~ Colia'• mariJT®m.• tt ve 

appsooo.oh the pl :y tlthou~ ~1...-ont pr euppoa1t1om:~ abou' th(* A}w:at~e, 

th d1ttohnco bt'ltw<>en the two •ton e ' oaa bo !'CC• p'tct4 ill the carmor 1n 

tthioh it vas tntendo4• aa • 4ol1b•mto ooniftat. Jt ie rlgh'* that a 

aeMa ot iftoO~ty itAould come with ~ Md of Celta'tt ~~ 

nd that we should o1t up with a ;Jolt. 'lhn.t i proo1e!'l1 th, naotioll 

of li14n :rdt Lavin!A am Peiot- wh n th.oY boe.r Alox.'I:J story. Th~lr jave 

drop, l)uriJt8 and immediat ely after his aoeolU.t.t ot he:' dbth, ~u 

l'OaotioM IU'Ct dolibert\t ly oado to 80\mtl slightly :r1d10l\lou•• Po't~a 

' Do%14. Tba~ ~ ~ bottom out of it. 1 fh()J aro emba.ftelaf.ktd and 

puszl4'Jd. too . LavinUt 'But Celia& ... Of ell PfiOPle .... • JJld Kwtecb 

' l" • • ~ uaoto thAt I J:e•OJl'• • 1 
fhoy ~ vo1o1J>6, ait!lpl7 but mo~ 

etfru:Jt1~17 th"Ul o. oho1'U8 oould do heJro 1 the J'Oaoti ou and •ontimonh of 

tho ,......,"60 nudionofl ., !he whole l'\ll'POSP. of tho _plq vou14 bo ~efoated 

U th neu W4)1:'0 no" a ohock to both ~o\ere and nudienoe , a.n4. i-ts 

cont:rnat 'rita tlv Chanbcr~ee• foriuad helpe to mnke 1-t onn. !hG 

aug@ed pUl bns boen a&DUliat~hd, tm4 now with eeu.·U.onal euddemetm 

:U!ot m."\kee its ohtmlotor oloa:z.-. The whole prooetJO itt t a-r b tter Mna.lod 

th1ln 1h ~ £am!].y lleunton. Celia, ettkin3 her 4eoia1on in .A.ct '1'wo without 

rMl.ly ~wing what,t tba dcoiaion mtvma, is 8nV d h-om aey suggot1on of 

p~ehn~ea, and oxpllott ~elation ot ibo UGantDg of thnt 4&e1eion is 



sav .d fo-r tho f!Ml &et. Her deeticy 1s aimplo tutd. ~l• 1m are 

p:r.:.s ntG4 5Jl Act fJhfte Yith fa!'* !;299J:!J)li,, an4 hes- ha mco e.t th& 

m:uolal m nt ia r:uch 110-:rc tt~ot1Y• 'ban was ltan7' s p~eonoo. 

Pefteptin meobeH of the audionc nro siven a f•v hinte 1ft Aot 'l'vo 

oonc~miDs tho mtu:re ot h r deot.aiont ReUl~· a • 'ol.'k out 10UZ' oo.lntion 

vi th Ulf4rnne ' ( whioht a!&nit1oo.nt1¥ t ba tt.leo ~s to tb.f) Qhnmb<'~lqon~e) J 

ht.a ~""iv •It ie ~iniahod • at~or ~ kltt!tr"rinJ and th'.t words of 

the li'b"ltion OS' toaat •t<n~ tho " who so UpOn a j~' at tb.- .na of 

til, nc1. 1 Bli 1m ~ sivon nothi!lB apttOitio o~ to 4&at!'07 the 

eftoct of thl'l poclc: b Aot ~. Up ·to that point the Ml purpooo o~ 

tho play baa boon Ot-~f\1113' eoncoalod. 

ft.e 1ftc~ ty aoea not reproeont 1he ol ah ot two ~1-lde utt1. 

~tt'gor-1e ot th1Dld.»« ~; ~ ~u.,• do 1n i'he Familz !fYe!S!l• 

'lha~ wstJ ~e iliolusion of tho .u.pc:tmnturl\.1 in pqeholosioalty und~tood 

aob. o ot thillpJ thle 1e •1mpl7 tht~ ~;ion ot tht idea of ftl!gS.ous 

vcxmtion intO DO paniouhl' aok-. ot things. 2 JJld til tbie th 'bl'll'lt 

of vocation tH d.cu~tW•e ot 0 Chaab~I'1«1%1G• and CeliA ere foils to 

ch othor. '!he uuen -.ionnl eolution ottorecl to RN and l,:;\Tl!lia 

UJ" at tii"et eiBht ae0f.1 dull, urdmaeina:U.~ Md nlJilOlJt 1 OOtltoriabl • • 

But ~t:roap.ootivr-3.7 Bnd on clo~r lnvostt«atioll 1 t proV'f'a to be aore 

than that.. Like c~liA, th -7 too ~ a 'snl"Vntio.n' to wodt out ri1lh 

dU~»co. ~hei:rs te equally a VOCD.tion, Vh1oh thoy aooept. P(tJ'haprJ 

cucb cntlool 41eC3.•Wc.et1on with Dt !.lgpl!ztni}; PB£!¥ an.t'e ~ e 

tallv to a.ppl!eoiatn thie full,-. T-h Ohtn~.bo:eo~ o' is~\ a Plvntion 

~ 11ea~t1on. It tao.o 80I2nthitl(f in CQ#UDC)Jl with Oftlia'ot 

::3ch ¥0:3 ma."ma lon lin aa - aM:. com:·l\Ulion. 
loth wnJe avoid the tiMl dtloolation 
Of aoU tude in 11\tt pb.onta.IIJJI1\l voJ'ld. 
ot ~i1oa, .Wtfling ll on~· end do$irt'11J. 3 

BGUJ.y p~son\a thn two ~ for Oelia to ohoOft t.rona, and in doln6 so 

h • tt1Yos a oloar p~e of 'th(ll ~ffrlqn~•• war• 

1 Op, cit. PP• l?8t 132•3· 
2 'l'he dwiee ot the pqchSAtrin 'a oaneul ti~oo doca not u f; o-t 
~et 'that th,. plAJ'• tl-Nftt<vo* ifJ a paJ'oholOE;iOt\ll:r u.ndontood. 
JSol:ume ot thinp, 

3 Op. ott. Pl'- 12!)-0. 
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!he 'ri.sion thq hrcvo b&4t but the,- 0~8'\t to rn~t t 11' 
hiDta.in tht-mehlYoo b7 t n :routine, 
Loom to a•oid onoeat oxp~ti<m, 
.llftOom:tt toloJ:O.Ilt ot th· fJOlVf!l!tJ nnd o't""N, 
OiYirJB n.nd 'ttlking, in tb usual act:l.oDtJ 
:Jmt thezt<'l ie to give e.1Ut. "*•. ft&7 4o not ~ineJ 
l:l:r!. con~.11't~ with tho m.omil'l8 that acpamt e 
And with 'th -oniJlg that bri.nea •toa the!' 
J'o:r ¢"',1$U."l.l tP-lk beto~ tht"> ~ 
f people who know the7 do DOt und01"etand onch otb~rt 

od1l1g oh11dren wh<m tMy do not undttr.ltmul. 
And who will nev'Ol- ~ts.nd. thrill• 

OBLU. 
Is that the btmt lit 7 

JBU.l·1' 
It ia a good li.tn.. fboue'h 1QU will not kMw how good 
!ill you oom..; . to th ~. nut you \till -.mnt no'hins ~lse, 
Alld the o~ r lit~ vill b o~ lik a book 
You. hav rend onoe, and loDt. In a. world of 1~, 
Vlolenco1 etupidltr't pta4u. it 1• a good 11f • 

A• 1bf' end "llVM'd nnd. Lavtrd.a fto 1 ft folloWing their appointed way 

aocoMinB to tbn choico tbq have JDado1 M4 whilo tbeb Yicdon dooo ftOt 

o:rtfml to o.n U1'&4eratandlr!g of Celilt.' • 'rOoa.,J.on, th,.y nrn b~ to 

kr1ov ODOUib nbout th 1~ om to fP.l>7 n t<rw uooful 110~ to J.>etl'r no hio 

oho!~ faotJ<e him. LaTini • poring ifttd.Pt is rao"icod ~both 1&1111 

ana Mia, and i)!W'M'd'e •oh, 1t iltft't mueh I fha.t X und&rstnna 70t1• 

p1'0Ce(l(\s tr0o his sligh~l7 ihoi'Ms 4 awa1'Meeth 2 It S.e not much that 

ill~ vUl fN,r unde:retand, but tho7 vUl eo em lf'n.zning, tdld tbe7 aro 

ae flml7 embazkod on t~ir lG&I!J "'» eta~ pUgd.!:YJBt'J no Colitt wne 

~h wq ot VOC!lt1on illum.l.rm~ tho oth,.r. It is tittirle thnt th~ 

Chnmb.,rlo.Jnf'e• mo.rltal tl'OU'blo ebould 1rriar('r oft Calin'e &f'eroh for bor 

GOlutlon. ond thttt th~a nowe of ho:r voo '1on•s fUlfil.Dont in do th Mould 

nrrivo atJ - ChaclH.trl~ts ~ Jl!Z'GPf11'11\t tor aDOtb~ ooek._ U ~~­

on~ of th~ trine. ot thnil' 0tm wr.vy of at\juetm~n't. C:• lia'n ~nu.nciation 

;tleoftlt ho~ 1n the lf.n of v1aion.'1i'1~• n!l4 ~oet1c$ b~ b7 ~. nil& 

Baft'7• Jut til~ e:r.tror1alon ot lalwtion to tho Clwi'ber-l8~De-o tlu!ouah e 

h\Uabler WOfl.tion ~proaor1ta a nov Nld. ibporto.nt ~ lo{>l!l(\nt. !h. 

~-ri•ionn.rles Nl4. l'l0ft-O.Goot1ca ~ 110 lOJ18er noc-.,aflf'ril7 outai4.e th" 
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'k1.rl.gdoa' • Sa.lwtion mt!.7 b found in eooi{ ts- and 1n htJw.u:t W~e, 

a.o1 ctr.elus!vel7 in t.boir 1'GPUdint1on or l:"'1mut.oie.tion. El1o"t bAtJ b('sun 

to nc~tc himoelt to tho oo;lic api:ritt thtt ap1r1t o~ coe1t1 

adjqtl:t.mt. 

!hoe• ~nile have DOt boon Dade to Ulw.t!zn~ tniot' • u ot 'bh~ 

~· we ht.¥ eoon t hat h,. oada V.J.7 littl" uoe ot it OXCllpt e B point 

ot d~ ~ But oth 7 n~od to be me.do 1n 01:'d.o2' to IIbov th.."'t i~lcwtm.t 

or1 iieiesne aria• :trom tho Vl'0118 kind ot con.oem with ~e m7th. DO olo r~ 

CCQpU'O.tiv l.¥*1e tma !'ttqU1.re4 here, and ~("l:ro is th4t%'$tor no point 

in compla.lrliDB th!lt t~ AlO'eetts tieul'• bo.& bft$ll eplii ill two. The 

juetifi~t1on tor th~ ~SPlit has nothing to do ttith ripldos ""'it li o 

1n U.iot•a on plq. As a ~~ ill tlfO differen" 'QpfJo ot vocation it 

ho.a little in common w11lh tb J83'th ·vbieh ~~d tht~ ploi;. 

lfhg CPS:1ilent1D.1 O!el.'k le lao ooncomcd v11b vocation. Its point 

ot dop:-.&~ 1o t Jon, but ito affiniilifll ~ ~ r ore vid.Glf than 

that play. It te wpnrftoi 11$ a.t 1&'-lo'\ in the trndition of thoa& 

inm.lmflr etbln c~tte o.nd roune o lthich hingt:J on thA't d.itseOVor,' ot n 

lorJ6-loat child 0%' th e 1"'h of n child tor 1 ta pll~nt• t • at pln t~o 

which rtm~J tbro\.16h a.noiont t, bl, a, Shak gpo rt~, Dioltona, Victo:ri:m 

taf>lodrau. and (in U.shie2:' Vtlift) \: .6, GUbert 8.124 Oaoar tlde. It i e 

~he pl 1'0 oonnootion with thi ~net-al ttpo, l':ltller thr.n 1tn ep«"'if1o 

rel ation to the- 19Jl• thAt eru.bloa E~io'l to ()JlBn hie e.udi~J\C"• ~ill 

a good de 1 of tb~ action tak~o pl noo on a hiah coaiQ l~ol1 BUd thn 

•aou:ro.,.t i• bff-.Yil7 d.iaguiari. But e.tl.OUgh d1ecu:n1vr; dialogu ie 

inolua.d for uo to bo altAr$ o~ !Uiot • a e nuuc conoo:m vi th probl ot 

1donUt7 end vocation tm4 the r l aiion b(ttwe n tho tvo. noro th plq•a 

thqe ho.e 1\ 11\tl~ morf) in oomtnQn with \ hn .!2.1! 'tho.n 'lh! Cock!ail PMU 

hae with Mo . gt11h :£h Cockilaj.l P9!V ie about TOOl tion. 'fthoren.e 

.Uceail:l& U.s rJOihing to do 1tith vocation. Dut both in fhe Coptic! ntial 

Clea:k fll'!c\ th !Oil it its ctl that th hf'ro•• futuro lit 1\M ~ Will 

depend upon who hie tl'U& pa.l't'l.lta nre.. In n " *'ne thn~on ( thouah 

Euripidee would no doubt h heeita•ed to el~1m it • hie 4oD1nNnt 

oono rn) ach plo7 ie conflftrnod with tho rcl£\tiontthip b~tw,_en 1dent1't7 

and vooati®. Ool'b~ t e la ttmt hfl l!nlllt bn n'bou1 his fn~r•• bus1noss1 
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co be tirxls bia vooE\tion in t1nc31~ ou' W&lO hi :t11thn:t ranlly 1m111. 

tlbo fl\metion of 14ent1 t~ h~o a 1'11\lch cor rlous t"*l~nc to 

J11ot 's pl 7 thl\.tl 'k> tbo !fdt• hGv('ver.. Pori'\ape tho l ecdi!lg pmblcm ot 

-\he lon (it 1t o n be ru.dd to bnve 1 ding probl ) ia th mornlity -
ot th gOde. !his topio hat~ lnd to fl cont:rovf:'l.'S)I' abc:mt tru, plttJ' lfhich 

me.y MVQ eolllf.1 !.'Olt<vmtCo to th~ plot of D.9 Col\fUent1a:l olet:'k, So 

clnss1e1!.l soholus doubt Wh 'lhE!r "bripideu • nnt wht!.t Ath ne tJtd .. dt 

ni\'Ulcly., th"'t Ion wnt! tt..c eon of O~usa. !h~y ~tt\in that Atbene 11e.a 

oyn1onll;r c.nd d1ehoneetly ~:tng cr uaa hf. r winh, vhtl~ ~o ttuth 

I"G .lly lay in on(> of st.Nnre.l othor dire:otiono r tlvot h wr>o th~ son of 

J:utbue, 0%' indeed of .Apollo b7 $om• ot~~ w n, or nv•n ot the liolphio 

pri~etass h~roolf. ~ ic b~n·d on the ar~~~~nt th~t if th• gada~~ 

illa!oi'N.1 m1d if wo ~ oa:p~blc ot 'b.-.liortne 'hat ~ollo voulcl OO'~Dm1t 

1"\p , ve %'!!) oqunlly O;}pabl of belinin8 th~t .ttb !l$ alld itfllmes would 

t oll lifJth (~pides' a~'litude to tht< godfJ 1a o rt~in}J nmbigUoue.) 

lht~ the 11n~t of U'S'l'mG>n• i s not ~1 '\og9thor col'Nillcin£ 1 th~ 1 mal mor.n 

of '\1\CI gods wa~ wolllmow, but on th other lmnd th~ Gr~ eu41enco 

w~d not +~oot e1tb~r ~h god who pr e~nted tho ~~osition at ~ho 

b~ng o7 tho d~ua n: chin~ who broushi bcut tht~ dnoo 'lDt at tbtt 

end to t"ll th~"tm lies. Tho t tlO'\o giT n b3 Athnne can bG .ocep'kld o.a ih~ 

tl"U,.. on01.u Ornu::m is tho mc:rther of Ion b¥ Apollo, U1ld .XUthutt' oh.im to 

p~t~~1y dooo not bold. 

MontioD 1$ mndo o~ tb1~ oontrov~rsy not b~oauoo nliot explioit~ 

fnlPPCtrta o1ther side 1n hift pl~, but boc~~'38 it t11>3 (lX'Plrlin wh7 thel'fl io 

e. gnn :Ml '{lr!'.ntillg of wieh a' nt tht- f'l'ld, a.nd. whj the titl oba~ter 

ie nan in divided in ttrO • Tht Chif'}t • Ion' , l!lld thn OJ\11' on who ht\1}7 

d()sxuu\d.s OU1" ttr-ntion, ic Colb7• l!o ~na out to b thf! son ot a 

dieeppointP<t m.ue1cian ( sh.ndes ot Apollo h•re) • Be is oleo tho tJOn of 

!l:1J Ou~-1'<1, who s.pp.,aa"tt a.t ~ho olld liktt t f' iey sodla¢11her to disponee 

intomat1cn rma grant vinhec (shades also of th Delphic pl'inetene, • 

woll ::.o of Athono haraelt). 'rh~ minor Ion is B. 'fCD6han, 1n wom th~ 

vi&b.os of ~l"~U.n-i.J»d1 n11zr b<)th for ~ ~.n t\re :tultU1ed.. It m. 7 f\Vf!'ltl b~ 

a td n.'&i n. e12!'.,toh t ba.t tuc~.etr .~ngol 1e '¥' t UlOthnr Ion ~, su Clt\ude 
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ha:ring -to b oo:nt0nt with a daught r 1natead ~ ~ .sons but ~18 does 

not reaOlllbln> ~ grant1J::te of XuthufiS' wieh, st11eu thft:e batt nnvnr been 

n.1l7 doubi · bou' Luoaet ' c p.~ n~ • 

Colb7 OOlTt!epondtJ with ~ loa of 'llr:lp1d.ea far sore thaD J. ~aghan 

dofta exo pt tor th43 fnot th t it is Iapan 1fhO is ldentiti c1 ae the eon 

ot Lady 'Ui8 beth, In thin wtr~ berth htlr wioh (tor a SOll) Nl4 t:olb71s 

(to hav dp<l obeO\U'{) man tor hio father) m:r ~tM. 'i'hie te Uliot•e 

01111 e.<lnptnt1on of the plo1:t and tboU(Jh 1 t ~ ~~~Pl'080ltt a oor.tpromiao 

betv&0%1 th vi~we that loft VBa nd 110t the aon ot c~ , tt ia 

o.rtn1nl¥ not n~"(:!!&!Z to euppo 'lhe.t hia ue ot ll1rip1.4oe wet haYo 

been t.nnu.DOf'd by the claeeioa.l eoholiU't!J • conU"oveX'SY • He mv aimpl7 

hav found tb situation a S1.JI84!18t1vo Ollo and procee4od to vol'k out hie 

own solu,.ion to a QO(l('mis•d venion of 1 t 1ndopend.on"l7 ot n.., eonolu• 

otons 1hat t~ith ~ ~ipid e or 'be ooholU"a ~ OOJae to. Hie denial of 

Colb3 to ithol- ir Cl•ude or La4¥ 1liaabttth w n prob:\bly made nooo88:117 

b~ th& aerioua at~t1on ilo lt.1eh41td. to tr1Tro to ~Jut •tt•r of Col'b7' • 

'9'00 .ti <m• ft lit., of a huft'b1e muaioicn (with th r li«J.ou-. poaa1bi11,1ttG 

voc~tion in tb~ cont~ or 1h mther ridim.alol.UJ blheaof'r f'~l7• a 

ia 11iot•a ~~li~r plqo th" porcon who n.ooeYPt• a Y00'4lt1on hha to p\U."eU~* 

nt 1,... et tor tho period immodiat l;y :toUowi.ng his a()oi 1on, a pa.tb pari 

~ 411 t=ily bonC.& (he do not eo baok to lb.-a OUez Jld either). As 

Edward nnd lAvinia v J!'9 xooptiona to thi (u, to now) a ral 'l'Ul4, eo 

h ro ftn \tlhftmmem~. Q'Ct n ~p-ion tool th•~ also tw.vo a tom ot 

' adj'aa ont""V'oation• to f.ollov. 1b~~tr r.r-e. oewin ~doG :1.116 f< "1\uroa 

in Colby*a ott.ao too. t~ 1s Mt a -..ooa'\1oe to ~d. 1eolniJ1on, 11kn 

Coli.t\ 1 t he ill to li.,t'l vi th lfr aM lrs JI880NOJb M4 trbilft he S.& th 

Guun2'da' aon 1n tRot 1'\Dl in voco. tion, hf\ itt tb f'NOh • aon tn ep1ri t • 

H r.pl o,.,s ~b,ir loat eon, Ant ia bl() to b g1n to ttlwl!'f' th ,ir ~on. 

i'ht;'l v '11' f4 ~m.moio.tion n.na of djus'bcht, eo».traet,..d in th cmene o~ 

Colin ~d tbf' Obal!lborl&Jil*-lS, ~ horo b~irt« tent~tivPly 1t C)()nctil~d. 

~rso~t·• eara.en S't!!p:reoonte nn nnaw r to thet in ~uriv ttnd lonr-linmls 



whioh Colb,y tound in biB own t St.lMoD t f hio inner world. a iot ifJ 

dealinS ngt\1n with th" e .n• ot 1eola$ion of the 1ndivicb1al confJOiou.s­

lleGth 1 Colby•e imlor world io oM of' oolitu<le, tmd lln.$ no connection 

with hie ·~m.-~1 wrldt tu t'NitM union of intem"ll and oxt.-1'fnl 

VOJ'ldo llf'f'ordtKl b7 lit~ 1n n coatmity of OOl:lOn t n:l:lh ( th" kind of 11:e 

Colby tilmlly 80<"8 to ~ogin) 1• Ecy"aboli~ in .~%'Con's li t erclly 

frui~ F-Mnn. It in flf.lver explicit that Oolby bltN!do to b~ n. onmbor 

of '\he ~iah ~o Wfllll .an ita 01'!"n1at, but ~orson•a hints togPth r nth 

~at •s u liar •rou eound r:nrf\\117 rnligiows• 2 lo."ld. ue to nooftl)t tho 

ltk~libood. Colby nM LU.Oti&t& dieouee th g~U:dena at aom.e l ongth in 

Act !YO, wh<'ro h& eh0118 thn rulw.nt~o of i6f«erson' e p1'dnn ov..-r hl• ownc 

it ie fzuitM and tlt'lcn8 f t:tlloW8hip. ItJ.e ovn 1• llOt liko tlwt. 

1 tum tht, keJ, and walk tbroUSh thn go.to, 
.AJ'l4 th_,:.r.-n 1 am,. • alone , in taY • garden t • . 

.Uon&, th t'e the tb.itlg. i'hAt•o wby it•a not ~a1. 
Tou kDOY, ! think thn._ -ore<m•e ~ett 
Is aore re, l th~n aino. 

LUCAS1'J. 

BaJ~raon• • g"":don? 
' hnt ma.ieec ;you think of !:BSorcon- ot all p~l ? 

COLBY 

~ell, h~ r t~~ to hie !"'rdon - lit :o:>.ll71 
And aleo in 'thtt e~n eenae thn.t 1 ro"ix-e ~o ~. 
Bu.' h d.o!lmt't ~~el lon~ there. .lnd trhon he Gom~a out 
He htla m!\rroYa1 or b~iroot, or P8fl8•• • tor lb.-e. ~onorh 

LUOAM.'A 
.A.re you lo.tJ«h!n.l at ~? 

OOLBr 
li~ b• 1ng ~r.1 o•ricua. 

lhn.t I ma"ll t e , 'lfl'l' BtU"den'e no 1 aa ~1 to me 
~ th~ vorlcl outside 1 t • 1f J'OU bs•o two 11••• 
~hioh haVfl DOthi»g whatever to do with na(1h otht'J:' -
lloll, they're both ~al . But tor .~!'tl'll~ 
Ria gari.en ia 4 pari ot on~ abglo world. 

Cqlby' e doc:d. ion to go and join th<-J :gg~rnons nd become thn parish 

organ.1et t JoehUt\ Palic ~ u thn \Ulithtg of hie 'ho vo:t-lda Nl4 the 

orontton ot f.\ si»«l" r$31 world. 'fhe i lh.gt- ot n rde.n h .s e l~f' plnc~ 

in : U.o1' s work.. It ie ott n nesooin-t~d wi tb axp~1-1eneea of apiri tunl 

illumintt'U.on ol!' r,•new.l~ e.a in !Eml! Jfortq,n or Th !:uB!lz Rount~.n. B'on 

1 Soo PP• 75-76 :tt>r di•oueeton ot ~llrlii~"'r and mor petudais~ic 'bontm•nt 
ot 'he enm topio. 

2 ~e,0~1de11al, Cl2tif (1954) P• 53• 
3 id. PP• 52-53• 
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t~ S.e contra at botfteu t\fO tJP" of 'gal'don' , N1d tho U<mttlent ie 

mo~ pHa..'\to then UBW!l• But 1n th l t\&t ~l1'8itt th~ atgn:lt1onnc~ ot 

th... ~o 1a ~ ·me . lt io n place (or mo:ro prop~l1' a etnt ) from 

lfhiah ono dmva e~, and 1n tthich ono f1nr1a :lllUDSmtion to~ 

back - l:t Oll9 can et!J:I/!q 1 t haak • uto the lite outside 1 t. It atrtnb 

1"0U8'hl7 epenking for fruittulnoee ot thn eptr1t1 juot a 'thn d·,aert n ands 

tor thrt doGOlo.tion vhiob ia ofton M neeentinl pu-t of th(!\ sptritun.l 

lif'~. Bo'th c.re ~ente ot 111ot*e St'nftftl p ttem of imagoe, of thr- t 

privnt0 world of r.l~tnpbol'e which htte beoomo increr..t:t11181Y an alomrmt cf 

his tpnrMnr-1 ~hology'. 

luat o.e !h9 go§tail l9£'V onds with not obly Oolta • e Toe:J.tion 

tultilled 'but thtt ObtuDbnrl )'hOe too eaib~oing th~u ~ioulu voon. tion 

to o.d3uotmcnt, so the aopt!4et~l Cl !5 onte tf'ith thn hlhameJ~ tamUr 

c.bout to b~ thn1:r own pro~s of ndju ~. It is a :p1'0031o tnq tb.P7 

hav" to tollov, bui the7 f.U'o not ba.zirn4 from cnt%'3' into 'lhe 'ld.~' 

o.s tho W'le)lno nnd nunta ot T1w Fr.zailz Jounion won. Tho SOOPo ot 

Bt!.ln·U.on (tor 'tlmt ie in tb.f\ ftml Ul»ll11J1& ubat Jill1ot in t~lld.ns about) 

hae boon ~ntly ridenod. 'fhnir world 1a not to bo tht\ ssJ:J r:.s Col'by's t 

but tbn7 too hav~ ~-4 thai7 wiehee g%'31lt00. NJd hnYe to adjust th•solveo 

to what th"'Y ~ stvAn. ~ itJttb<lth ttnda b":r real ftOil, aJli with tho 

1ntini t • a4a~bi11 t7 of hol' butt,.rl'l,- ~fqoftlll'-'nt bC'glraa to maki'\ plnns 

to~ a ohuzoch vod.dtng tor him and Lucna'h. Str Ol~Ud~ toe is grrurt~d hi 

choioe, •obedianc" to 'the taot•', 1 ~thoUgh 1h,..~ differ Z't'ldiOtt.lly trom 

what he thinka them to b""• His dotomlMtion to b~11ove that J«lte OUI1Pr4 

hac been 'irlvtth"irtg thie fiction / ln ~epcmeo to what Col'b7 G'l14 ho 

vnnt('ld • 2 ochoea the toubt tfld.el7 ontenaUo4 ttbout ten• e tJU p:.¢1'l»tagot 

but re Qta•m be told the truth. ~l'Cbll ~11ev a h(>.r, and ~ereon 

C"NlOt btt ~· So Si1' Clnude bu to sooopt 1net cl the detemiMtion 

ot Eaehan eat LUoJ\atr\ 

to mMll eoa&thirt« to ,.cu. • • it J10U' d l &'l ua' 
And wo'd take the rec.cpons1b111ty of moanlllfJ it. ' 

1 Op. oit. P• 90. 
2 Ib14. P• 12?• 
3 I'b1d. P• 135• 



Hie ntet~o wns, asK~ an)"e, • niebke of tlu-lfl allt t t··e V81'lto4 

Col'b7 to b sometbi!lB h~ wrum*t • • 1 SYon ._b,. ot.'~duloue Ln4¥ "Slisab~ 

~ teo 1n h r Ovtl elUJUt 1fQ)" iftto acme. eon of t'l.GJ'Mleao t 

l\e1ween ~ k:bolf1nB wbtlt othor ptiOplo WM't o~ ono, 
ADd not knowil:l8 wba'* one ehauld eo'k o'f oth r p90p1~, 
One cloee ~ Jliataknsl l!Ut I mmm to do better. 2 Claucle, wo•vf\ got to tr.y to understand 0\U' oh1141-on. 

So det&J11" tho oomio YoMet" ti'IC!r tho v!lolo lfl.lrfac~ of tho ction, th.,. 

~ deaoonda em tl\t, ~re, lilt '='Aunm aJl4 11!\vinia• toelSng 

thnb Vft.7 ~ ~'ltbJ, tole1'nm~ '\t¥1 a U.mttP-4 autun.l Ubdorstnndirlg. 

In apita of \b. oont11ota it deals with, the tu.ndomotl~l aorenit,-

ot the l!s!E Sta)es;;m makes lt a klnd ot po.etoJ'al epiloeuo W all th~t 

~lio't ha.s Yri.ttea. It is hla Oecllpse .at gol!!S!f aad th t 1e tho plfV 

vh1ch p~doe him with hte point ot d pari1u'9. Aa Sa tb$ two plqe 

p~c<Kline' itt the tqth ie woll eu~dt vbUe hft hNil):rotito4 froal the 

~1 ~ati"f'I)Jle8fl of th eto~ • From the Oreatei~ ho had tn.Jt~n tho 

etoey ot famU7•a rel ao.,. from tho Ulhefttod COJU'I~oe of td.nJ 

from tho llisza,1o a etot? o'f •olneee ~o:ritioo 1 t1'0IIl thn IQn th9 ato~ 

o'l the los~ child who d.iaooven his 1dont1ty nll4 with it hie vooa~lon. 

Now h-om SO»boolee ho takes the fllt0%7 of th&"a ag d londor grolng into eztl.o 

with bia tn.ithtul daugh'\~r to f'nco hie lnat bittnr conflict b~to~ a 

Th• A).a!et!a• na we hM'e ae~n. pJIOVided De Cocktail Pam wtih no 

~0 ~ben a. few plot suasoetiona. fhe lon•• plot had a sltptl1 oloeor 

rol9.t1onobip to ~n thr.me of The o21JfAA!ntial 21"*, alnon th&1 had in 

oomon #om btoreat in tbC~ oormactton btt•woan th hero'a identi'Q' and 

t'hr:. olxspe ot his tu:turo lt.t,,. In fh pldgr .s~t !!!!!h tha Or ok 4rNm. 

ia ~in uaod a no lllOro thM. o. point of dep~nure. tndead the d1tf--

011CoG betw~en tho two Plnl8 fU'V mor eirik1rlg thf.ln their aimila1'1t7t 

ainoo S.t 1e thC"eo dlftorenooa vhioh holp to 1l;J.u tmto 1l.iot•a purpooe • 

a pw:poo tor rem.ovod ftolll that of 9ophooleo. Yhe~ e ~h ::tgf;ld Or.Ki1pUs 

ia contJc1oua of daf'11CIIllent, h oan e•lll protest th~t hie cn-imtt wne 

oommittod in a. ettlto of mo%'31 ll'Uloonnoet •t 414 aot lmow ~o ~ I wont• • 3 
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Lord ClnY rton i• not 1n "hie p()s1 tiona h1a guilt i e s-eal o.nd he is 

OOJIPell d to ra.o~ both it tm1 the knowle(lgt of ita OOUttqll('.ttcna. Agnin, 

O.Aiput~'e crlmo te publio bovl~, and .Ant!gontJ ie fulls awr o of itt 

a ol'lion is $.g»<m'll\t ot hnr t t.b.tt2:''e eins. ltis oon.tees1on w h~r nnd 

ObD.rlns 1a b\ ~ot hie etf.l)) to o lva.tion. It ODtl'bl • hila to te.e~ Ma 

gboota wi-thout foo.r. 1I1a roleo.ee f1oom tnelinge ot guilt is t!.lso a r~lea.eo 

from lonoltne••• 

9ha ldeettt that ~ moet impo»tant to Eliot hor e , G1M l'.iothiftB to tho 

myth. But fl f fJW com:fllt'tnts Q'O nocoas~ to eOJQle- tho p~tttol'll ot the 

' •va ot 81\lfttiOJl' whioh w Jwto sa n vnrioust,- doalt with in the 

euoo•••iv~ plqe. In Eliot'e long ~amt1on of tho to.Pio, 'hie laet 

truc.tmcnt ot ii 2-'opJ"eeenta a new 4ep~ a wll l"C. a fit11ne olmu. 

Up to this point, haU!lOiatiOJ'J and to a leaoor oxtt-nt acljuettlont ha.Yo 

bcMn the kqwo.rds of the • ~·. Heft 1 t io full,- ~tl lOYn. It mnske 

the final but lr.I4S.epell01\'ble et.ae 1a th reeolu~ion of LoZ'd c~ non's 

ooDflict. 

Pirat hie Qllpp:Oeaaed conrtcUon ot !Uil t he.a to be unoovnJ~ed and 

bl!'OU8ht aq,uuol:v b tor-o bJm. Kia ghosts boul tht. p et, ~IS t"nd. lira 

O~h1ll, do this. 1b 1 a.re more ~~ioally eff~ot1Tc tluln R~•e 

eup !'Ra.tuftl 'eho•ts' ill The Fmdlfllp!!?ion, 'both becaue~ thoy avoid 

nf¥.7 dietl":l..tin« el~eb o~ lll'l~ and .Upn.rnaturt\1 world , and beonusf' 

tho;y p~de 8t\luttu7 r~1ndor tlmt sin ntfeota "ht~ t1nned;=?6 !,nst 

and no'\ m~>reb' thtt etnn•~· Alto, lfe o.ro not obl~d to rcanri thom no 

gui~ a.tlBt'le in Aiff6\d.se 1 as wo han to do rith the :1Umtln14oo. 'lhat 

onn brirc hom, Clt\v~"on• e auut to 1dm whil• r =ntn~ tho~ 

unpleasant proplo, and (which ai'Vr-ls them inor-naaod ~atic .orfJ4ibUit3') 

n tmn f eel •()liD pit)' for thtth- lonolinee• v1-.hout tsnoriJls their 

un~ ob..~cter. 

Cla._rton•e conviction ot cin is noverthcl~s• onl7 thP. b~ of 

the p~ooes ot ealvr.t1on. 1'o know th• u.nUeguis~d tNth about on,.self is 

aot r.lon~ tmtticient to r¢"deem on • Oomoz r.md. 1tro a r6hill ncoopt thf'l 

tzuth bout thl'aeolv$u, but tb(lira ia unrM\oemfl4 o lf-kllowl.~dgo. ·It 

takq love to BtUlet~ o.-lf~l~t and this :i.e wba.t happ~ftJJ f.n Act 

Tluteo when Cl ~~rton mt\k e his oonftl'esion. lt is tho lov ot Cbt\rl"'e 



and l onica vb.ich • b'\V ll' hilD. lo aaka ~ e 1t he be no guil17 

eeorot• 1fhioh ho would l:lke to ketlp ocnnpln11•17 buried. In ~"P11intf tb t 

be bra W\4 guilt7 ftf)CJ."e11S; Cbarlca tums to Xtltd.oa to n.d4• •rut thnl"G's 

IJOthitlS I would evor wieh to ooneeel hom 70\l• • 1 Lord Ola~rton 

:r ooenteH that ho1'9 11ea ea.l\'ntion, tm4 1a ette~cl to m.oke h!' own 

eoc~ts known, to b t\40ttptcd 'withwt hta ooetuo and rnaktgtu:p /And 
without hie tttaao worde.' 2 Bi• ~P17 to Ohn.l'loa oont[lw th('l aftlrl:le.ti• 

solution \o th old 'robl$m ot ieolntiont 

lt tbero•a llO\hit'l(h t~Ul.7 hothitlg, th t 70U couldn't t ell JloftiOA 
'-'hen all is ••11 with JOU• Tcm•ro in lO'f'A with nach other -
I don't need to be told lfba.t I*Te econ tor ~ltl 
A1ld 1t 'th~~ la nothing that 7ou. oCJn<tesl f'&ooJ:t he.so 
Howovor lmportnnt ~ may oonaid,t.r it 
IJ.'o oonce.al f':roll tho ~eet of th~ vo:rld • ,our eoul la Mfll• 
If a aa:n baa cmo p Z"BOrlt just onn in hitJ 11f(\, 
To whom he ill 1filliq to oontess 4WG1'7tbin« -
.And th~t 1nolutles, mind 70Ut Mt oJll¥ thiJJp oriailtal, 
Bot onl7 t;urpttude 1 iaeMDoee ~ OOJml'dioa, 
But leo eltu&tiolUJ vhich nl'lt ~limply ri41culoua, 
When h$ hf'• pl&y d th(ll tool (as who hn• not?) -
fhen he lovn• thnt person, AD4 his lovo rill e~V$ him. 3 

!hie llt.'l7 to onlvation ~b lovo ~ (thO'llgh it does not 

aulUt:/) th v~ o~ ~o1ntion cmd of ndjU&tm~. OnoA Olav~rioll hac 

b&t'ID nble to unbt.tlden hime<llf to Uontea, be l>~,UO 'o b coa~ & nm~ poreon 

1l'l the aeeul'lty or h4)1' love, unohAlJ(fed ae it ie b~ hor nf)v knowlod6o ot 

him t I ••e b<Mm f.l1e d fl'Oil til• eclf that P1"01;8bdet to be eo~ono J 
,ADd 1n beoomirlg no on~ • ·~ ~ln to lt.v • 4 It 1e wonh wbile ~' to find out whAt l1tEt ie. 

ft~:re 1• • th~n, etill rawncta-.io:u but it ta o. ~mmointion ot the old 

a lf - aot a ~i!ition of tho love- o~ ~n'kd b('t:l.lJBe• ft.Gae 11rlne 

~oho n thna Vhieh hn• pel'elatod ~out ntot•e W01'kt -0 the-me ot 

~th as th~ ~ to now lit'~h Oln.'f'o'Mon'e ~•att1on has clf".!l11.aPd Cl"Ul 

~f-"novod hie spirit, D4 hG ifJ ~cadl' to woleotle 4eo.th Q.U1'li17 un4or tho 

b~ tha. 

'i'ho e t e t>f Michnel qualifi e th4} elcpltoltr of this 44J10U.Etmcnt. 

!rho sin te blott&A cut1 but ite oonaoaue!lO e continu..... Cle.v rton hne 

paillM:ly to aoof.!Pt th tact. Yet it :la still porsaible thnt l ioho. 1 -too 



mq 1n tlle end be re40etled b7 love , tor both •om.cA M4 her to.ti\&r n»o 

doterm!ned nw~ to ~udia1e himt rutcl Cla~rton oan ,. .. 

I lcwc h!Jil, eTen for ~jflctiDB • • • 
Poz- the 1!!. h ~3 oto41 I :re~~ot aleo . 1 

!hie oonb'aate atro~ 111- 0Gd1pue•e bitter tQlcl acomM re.1oot1on o~ 

l'ol)tnioea, whioh moano ~-- th<i ou.He on the houeo ot Ld.ue S.o not ,-~t 

l\t a.n ead. lt illueta~e the liDl t ot iot 'a debt to Sophocl • fh~ 

OJ'flok ~h I"'eognla~• the pow r of lov to tonwer d.1etl'e8e, 'but not to 

aav' • Antigonct'e l«o auppono th.-. u:Ued Oo.dipUe, 'bu'O doGs no DO:ro than 

tlmt 1 Md thozoG 1a 1'10 lov . lost bntvoen 1Wn 'Ul4 Polpiofl , Who soee oft 

to ~· hi• fatal att~ on ~bee, 

OlaTnrioll c1o$ DOt poaeoes the 1Q78t~Jtioua p()lf&}r Of conttt2!'riftg :£\1~ 

blooae4lleflfl ~t t Ut'Uted to Oedipue, t\lld we ahoul.d tl\ t'Ptoro be 'tll"'l¥J 

b n11ovSJ:w Oollles•e Mtd~t)' for his friell4Dbip to pomuade ue ~a.t Oom11e 

1a the C~on ot :m.to•' e pl'-'7 • Suolt M &.oowapticm would only tcana. onoo 

more to 1 M. to ifteleTatlt <n'itioS. •• 01'8011 has DO truo p(l2mll~1 h,t\re, 

nor bAa Go!:Res nro- 1ft Sopltoclea. It ie 'buo tho.t thoy both aeok th4!! 

tri.~p ot ~- h el"Ot bu._ the ptntnll 1 1n plot 8Qo8 DO turih ~ thn.n 

thie. Gom~• and Ira C-.rghill n!'Q ill tho .»la7 p~ri17 to b~lng U lieht 

~.nd to a ori.o1• Olav~non'e eonno of suu•• Croon•• ndvoot onl7 brlnge 

out in OmU.pu th lnd'i«nation ot a t1Ul who &eO& bimo 1~ u ou~l7 

viotimiiM<l. lxoept within VO't"f 1'13ft'OV lialto thoH is no pl'Ofit in 

an:.'\13allta •~ P.,1.1'al.lttlD betvoC\11 tho plnyth Jniot ha bo~~ hie plot 

outlift~ , but hie purpoe.. ia ~ntb-oly his oWD. 

Por th four pltqV o1noo !fS!clet- !b th OQ,thf~l • De11la :Don~o 

bne SUBB4'st~d tau.r ktqVOJ'da t-o indioot& tb 1r roupeotlve preoooupntione. 

'lho p1:0peeaion wbioh tho)' hint at 18 a uaetul thouch neoeanari17 DOt 

p~1ee ..._.17 ~ lliot•• dovttlopmnnt in his oono, m with enlvntion. 

~(\ Pt-5lz !m!n1on le aoco~dlrl& to Donoghue rep~ontntlve of thf' stag, 

r11 which Rliot•u oonc~tm was lftth Oonao1Nrseos !!!• ~akt 11 PttJ:.V, with 

Coneotouan~si!IJ '£!!~ Contido~ti!l ~loJt, with Und.ere~insJ Nld. T!MJ H14ezo 

st t~aman, vltlt. LoY•. • And • b o.aao, • elno~ t'bls ie \he Yla ei e wll 

' \ 
\ 



-126-

M the d~tieet 1 ot Bliot•s pl6yu1 the nature o'f L()V• i ~et1nr4 not 

by tt oont~ o't limp "£006. Aeoden but by a pnuitt~ly won illuzd..ru\t1ol'1, 

a tlon rirJ« or 1naight into 1M ll'fl1e:b1on bcltween l!'M11t7 and ~eponeJ.... 

bU1t1'•' 2 It mieh'l b e a.id (borrovina '\el"'ls from Cherles \iillinms) 

tliat m.iot wns eo long o.nd ao inten.ely oonoerned with th~ •in-oOoddinB' 

of man, that it is only oomp · ttvel~ l ate in hie vo11c. - f\'Yen 1n hio 

4X'I'JU.tio wozok • thAt )lt) b~aine to giv& l'tt$nt1on to the 'in-otbertng• 

o~ math 3 rue •1 aocount to» hifll :toreald.ng th~ mor pnro<>Ml foms 

of rlsio~ nm1 m diU."iVf\ poot1:7 tor tho eiiuntions ot dror:ln. with 

their 1nol"eaeod oppo~ty tor 4ea11bs w1~h human rnlatiorlehipo. '!hilt 

tlde opportunS.-.71• JWYer A\117 o.xploite4 ia pl"'bnbly 4ue to th~ 

obA~ct~rizat1on. nliot 'e cba.re.ct~ra neY r f'!Dorao as tull7 tll.rf'le­

dimenaioMl. tutl'Sou t we al'e B111tq8 too oonsolotuJ ot tit om ae 'Yobiol~e 

tor hie • .. eac.ge • • · 

'!'lui •in-Ooddins' ot tl&n ie no 1 ss his cono m 1n th pl ~' 'but 

it is pl"eaented t!n'ouah diffe:rotlt modiru mor in ~aAntioJ! to ~o 

•tn-othoring' of man, o.nd with p~OtJs1ve17 loss emphe.eis on tho wny 

ot Rojectiona. !'he cnd8 of both. e1t£ 1ll :t}!& Oatht'!el and. 'lh(! TjldQ:tt 

fjtntestll'l.n aro ~ ot affirmation.. 'l'he complemenia17 natu:ro ot th 

two Veta ie ao n n.t 1 'to soat otriltinc in the pnmdox cftorded b7 3Uxta• 

position ot tl10 pae eoa the a~cond *PigrSph to S!29PN; Asonietgg (~ 

st. 3o1m of ·tho eros•)• ~ Lo~ Olnvenon•o word& quotod abov~. 

Bence tb.n 110\ll ~tmnot be poaBctssAd of' the divino um.on, until 1 t 
br.e div~et&d it~elf ot th• lQ?e of oronte4 b~ln«a· 

tf a n:ten hAs on~ p~reon, just ono in hi• 11f'e, 
to whom he 1e willin6 to oont ea overytldDg -· •• 
'.l'h"n h~ 10Toe the" po%'80n, and his lev" rill taVe him. 

ntiot's maat~rs 1n th Weya ot Re jection and ot Affima.t:ton apptmr to be, 

respeetiVCllJ't st. John ot th<'l CrOrJC 1\ncl DnntfJ t th rom ~ trMlllB the 

path of salvation throuP n~tion o-r u otion and. stripping of •J~JntmtionJ 

th~ latt•r finding his bantitio vioion through hia love tor Beatrice. 

ln ti.ndins r~tion tbrouah love - th\"1 lov•• of hi• d.augbte1' nlld ot bor 



lover ... L<>rd ClaYerton hu followed, hOiteYflr moclee"lYt in the 'tf8.Y ot 

l)Ant•• tiilliama w:ri teat 

Wh~revBl" any lova 1• - and some kind of love in ev,.ry man and 
W01JlM1 ~here muat be - th ~ ia ei "h~r affimB.tion or ~j~otion 
ot tho taage, in on"' or oth• r tom • lf thflt'e 1o rojeotion - ot 
that ay tb 1'0 are Aan.J' r eoorde. Ot the ~imation, for t\ll i"• arttatt\1' co.m o:nn~sa, thore nra 'fGwr rncol'4ts. 

One rec~rd ot it ~pp..ua in XAA J;O.~ !1'\AteotlM, 'but rlthoUgh :lt is 

prt"~een" it ie eubdu 4 - 'thct 'Vhole pla7 •~•ma to be writt n iJ1. n minor 

k~.. arim 1e the cl~rost and aost UJWabi8f.10ue l'tloorcl of 1 t 1rJ. tniot • e 

W<>rk• And both 1."471 J)pp&ar agnin in I.~ fJ!t!!t,et,~. 

It 1• dift'ioult to genoro.lia<l abou-t liot•e ueo (or n.thor usMJ) 

ot ayth& in hi• plnya. In ~~ lat~r pln70 h" has not ue d tho myths in 

tb ir tullrct eronvo, but li!Cl.'Oly &daptod their nanat1v-.. outlinAs as they 

n%' found in eortain Greek pltlYIJI he ma.k•fl little if ar17 ~r&nDfP-r ot 

th ir mythologioal un1v•uo, but sblply Uktte f'ro th• m c. few eugg tJ'tvo 

thoa•~t {auoh aa that of aac:dtic8 itl thA _lcqatie) and doals with th 

nMtf 1n his own wo.y. i-'horo he do en attetlpt a partial trenet..-r ot th, ir 

J13thologicc.l world (the awrachid•• in 'lhe Pa~~ily Reunion) he ie unauoo&ae­

M -and thia ia not onq a tailuro in te.rms of thr~ st~t.tt but 111 t ~" 

of th~ whole tram•vork et thouaht in which tbc pl ~ takes plao~. 

It ia, as w noticed, in the onlr pln~ thAt full7 i~bits a 

tradition~l JQ'thologiottl Wliv m,., ~t h1u auocd&t ie cocapl~te. !hie 

ie in K'UMer in tho Oathe<lrnl, vhe~ "'hn 'W').iv.ra., is • Chr1st1nn On<t• 

Hero be p:t"OVidee little oxpoeiiion owing to thn fu111an ty ot tho m)'1h 1 

hi) ill'Volvee tho Udientte 1# a. aeaeure of pnrt1o1pation4 and ho a.llt"Jws th~ 

tenoion bftbeen th• atoey and. the universe 1n wh.ioh 1 t takes plaoo to 

ex ri th4'1 powtr cbarac ri.atio of tqth~. 'l'ht\Co ohiiW :tOll- aro n.lmost 

ontiroly nononat nt in hie other plqc. Vho.t h h .e done ia to 'CrePt 

his Chri&tian r.ey-th aa • or k Pl*¥ 110Uld trot\~ CJZ'Odt tq'th. He Olf9ll 

hie sucoeee, thcroforo, »Or<; to tho Greak d!'Jt!M!tietg• U!tt., of m;rtho 

than to th~ ~ha th olv.-.e. In tilie roepoct hio rel tionahip to~· 

a ~ pl~ht differs oonaid rnbl7 from hie aebt to tb m AB a poet. 



CR.lP'l' i ll VI 

Ro f~r we ~ examined lliot•s uoo o~ eev~~l ~hologionl th~es 

l%1d pnt~rnc d-rAwn hom othe1' lt t "t-atulto nci other AgOih ·;~ bavo nov to 

s e how h('J hRs f'IVOlved a p~tt rn of i.masea of hie ovn Wbioll e-m lao b 

~~ardod ne ~l~cnl in function. 

savor nl oritica hav1 notic~a the my1hological qu~lity ot th~ae 

1mng~th Ontt ot t)l.,m wr11oe a.a tollowas 

In h1• 1ntroduo~1on to th~ Seleotftd Po a of Mise Kn.riann• Moot' , •x- 1-liot h o obonrv.-4 eigrtUicantly thn." •va lv'v~ ttll to ohooeA 
wha'\evt~tr IRUljC"tot mattf)r ~llowo uo tb~ moat pow,.x-ful and th most 
aoo~t rt"ln!\SOJ ft.nd tba" is a pc:rconal affair. ' Tb.ua Jlr U!bt hne 
<M>1Vt~d 1 nnd M4e ma.nitt.~ot in bit~ vo1'k, a pcNorml mJ'tholOD 1\e 
potent no, and more pntent than, thn.t of Dlokt\. ·Ct)rif in rCG1.1Z'r nt 
mo'\its bavn tho np;p•o.ranoe of oba eaive imaaee J obaflaaive in thnt 
cl nrly th(\1 beet~, but do not delwll'l, their author. 'l'h~ evonta 
to lihioh th ue 1.cagea ~f•r \molt do not rmtt~r, though they au'(l 
roepo:nsibl& ~or th pncsion~to 1ntanoity1 aa voll as for the rigid 
ittporeonalit,., ob~otBritnio of Kr ~1ot.'e utt&:mnoth What 
matt8re ia th arohit~oturo ot th~ tm3aos into v~lid pontic 
atruo~a. '!'he convore1on of int ~ftlJ prlnte matt~r into matt~:IJ. 
of vide public intl!lroo~ is ~ gre~t triumph ot f r lUiot'o gcmius. 

fh~ order~ ot private tter into ~ oyDt~atic atructurn o~pablA ot 

wider nppr coiation is ~inted at ~leo by !lio~ Wh~n he says that •not aur 

f~nlings, but 'the pattem llhich '"' ma¥ m~e of our f-.,olll280t is 'ho ocntro 

of valu~ • 1n the w-o:rit ot n poe,. 2 Jo mottor llOlT tJUbj•otivo the bit1~.l 

.. xpori~ne e ~ t-motiona 13n7 b , th~'>ir Nllboditlont in n p .. tt~rn ot im~ne 

m!tk~e for objE'otivit7• This 1u t:l. qUtl.l1ti~4 obj~C'\iv1ty, ns Teate llltl.d.e 

olonr when he d1st~1sho4 hie b~liet in the po~tic validity of hie 

oyetr.m from ~rl7 suppo!P.'d beli"t in its objoottv~ r nl:i ty.. 3 ln the 881:\G 

vny wo onmot WJ)I)OGf\ 1Uiot to think thn:t raomontu of vis1ontt.ey :l.ntNJei t~ 

oocur only on euoh ooe oions ~o, say 1 oooing wint ~ li&htning or ht"" ring 

ellildron' o voions in un orche.rd f but ilnntflls \lik~ thea~ A.rG th~ onefJ 1n 

\ 
\ 

1 Hugh GordOn Porteua, 'Bo&UrrPCtion in thd c~·· · tn '·! ~tot• ~ 
~sium, ootnp1lf>d. by Rioho.rd Muoh andt~nmb~tiu (19ls P• 218. 

2 1 A l3r1t't tntrochlotion to the- Method of Pau\l f 1417' 1A P. Yal417t 
Lo Se;gmnt (tra-nela.~.cl b7 Ja:tlt ll~e1 1924) P• 12. 

3 Sea PP• 12•13. 



which Eliot ui•e to Mp~ euoh mOilt!!tlta in hie own ~rionoo. 

~ momrnta~ of- illuminl\t ion which pl~'Y rmcll a l arg p.ufl 1rl 'ttiot • s 

le~r vol"k ho.vo an int n&iiy ot the o1'der of c rt in myatioa.l ... xp«-ricmo~s, 

a.lthough ih•7 n~ not pttt ntl7 r li&iou• •oml\nta. '!he QY1!Jil~neue 

iaportanctt ot !llOm~te like this !e ~cognis d nd d1eouea c1 wide]Jr by 

philoaopb rs a.n4 pa3cholosiats ae well as b7 ~ativa cri1ets nnd oritiota 

s~~ qUOt~tiono follow which will indioat the kind of oxp rlence that 

Rliot ia cono~rnod vith in p e~ea like ~ au4 p rte of tho ~ata. 

~ho th1)()log1an lJdwyn BoYM wi t fJe in hie Glftos-d lectves • 

Oeria itl objNtto or npe:riencM or 80'\ione ~vo h'om thD moot 
prilllitivo tim~• uous d in mBD aonsn of llf"·aning ma'- s •nn!i§• 
that which v"' describo cr.s "l d1T1ne o:- 1Jho relig1wa or, IJ1 
Otto•a ~. ih~ ~tnous. 

'l'hl'lsf' hn calla •.,.bole wi;hou" oonocptu.P..l m~•. 

·rtlliasa Ju ., ~ ot ih eo mora~nto of illuminntloau 

'l'bre ~ra momoet• ot entiaontal n4 Jqs'\ic 1 ~r!eno • • • tht\t 
e rrs e.n GDOrmoua a~nw~ of inn r ouiho~i'W Md. illuminntion vith 
thnl4 vh"" tMt come. llu~ tb.oy oom . •~ld.oa, and ih~Y do no~ oOiil~ 
to f19't~'q . one f and tho ~at at lU• ma.k"o o1 the1" ao oonn..ction. 
with t~ ~m• o" '\enu to eontrcdiot th~ mort'> than it contirsno 
~~'til• 

nu.tcin«a in hie claeeio st.ud1' of medinevnl Ruropo alao has ocoa.aion 

ftn 1d.e6 ot a doepttr &igftitican~ in ori.~ thinga ie fcldli&r 
to ua ••• in4ependentl7 of religloua comr1ct1onst an indet1n1t~ 
:tAelirJB which 1!18.7 bo oallt"A up at :1n7 eomnm, b7 thft sound ot 
~~~ on the l oaves or b;y ihl." lmplight on a t o.bltlh SUch 
eens~:U.oru. may talc:~ th' toa at morbid oppna8ion1 ao th!lt 11 
th~ S!ltun to be charged with a men.11c or a 1"tddle Vbiob W(!t ·111.1ot 
solvo at fJXJ.'8 cost. Or th.,7 ll!t\1 bt' expol"ienoe<l. a a aourco o-r 
trAnquillity and ~•aurano&, ~7 tilline us with ih~ eenso that our 
own lUc , too, 1a involv~ in thio hidd~n m aning of the world. 
'l'ho mo.1'fl tbla ~.roeption col# 'rgea Up()n th~ abooluto Ono, wht-nco 
all ihin8s cmoJU\te, 1h aoo~r it will tAnd to paaa from th 
1naight o"f a 3luo14 mott9Jlt to a pa~t end fo1'tnllt.~.tNl 
oonriotion. 

1 Spbollp al'ld 1!!!1•! (taJerba.ck odn., hacon P~es, Boaton 1957) p. 254. 
2 'lhe Vo.rietiee ot J!!l isiPU! ?rSP2£ionoe {1902) P• 16. Jemoe•t~ m(tlltion of 

th. tconuoua connection between thoeo taODUtnta nd tbo reat of 11t~, 
p ina in e:ignitioancr whert •• rftcd th end of Burnt !lorton, vhero ih~ 
v:t.oionsry mom nt onugh1 in tho ohildron • o ltWBhter paee a niftly nnd 
deeolation f ollomu ' Jl1d1culcus tl1e n.etn o.R.d ti1:1e l St~tch~ b.-.f'or() 
and n.fter. ' In Pan v of !be Dtz Se.lm•• miot apeeks of thn etrt\nu­
ou• cHon to ooptlu' aoa :thin« of abi 22« v lu• from th se moo nteu 

~" ere onl7 hint a ant\ su~sene , 
H!.n.te :tollov cl by auoeeoaJ and t he zoeet 
Ia pre.7 rt ob• 2M'tm t disoiplin , thought o.nd action. 

3 J .. lluieinpa ~e V!ffit!!l of t hfl Middle Mt:e (1937) P• 183. 



P~OW3t • s i=lense wrlt A ,lc., h~tt.rohe du 'f!!p;pa P_~u PJN U'S to bo 

built around tmoh ~xps:ri<~nol'lla; th m~ri~a ot lfhich hn.V~ b~ trans-

fol'mod into o~bole., ~ ?:ilaon decorib~s how a t thfl end of the first 

nOYnl in thn eoriea PNus'\' fJ h~~ (his proj• otion ot hirl•~lr) has th~ 

up rienoo \fh1ch 1 ade him to d$oi.de to vri ta hie books 

.... u ht! atepa up on to th~ kerb, b~ 1• W..ei t tt4 b~ a et'l'tUtg'O 
e"nea tion - thn oonont of etoppina up s••s to bo ohnrg d wi. th 
tiOJ!le Jn78tt'lr10\te aiGnificnnee . He hna known such pUSS&line momonto 
b t'oroa in th e~rl,- part o~ t he etory h h~e tol4 u• of the 
~lie l"lle impftaeion m~de upon him by th combination of 
oortnin church et fteplea vhioh hf;\ had 11oen on a drive in bi.s 
ohildhood and SCAiUt &t 4 l~tt\'J" &«* t b7 t\ OlUDp o£ t~ne lletu" 
» lb4"<h ·fh7 had th se lliehta &eemecl to mt1tU1 soeotbing *P~ial? 
· 117 had her de rivoo trom thnm a ep~ci .1 eatisf'Rotiont ~~ hf' 
roeolv•a to got to the bottom of hie t .. linB in coanoction vith 
th~ kel'b1 h tJ tho• his mind u-pon it and P:'P-S&ntly' t:lrlda h1 e~>lf 
npori enoing a Whol., s.~rioa of oimilar eonse:tiona . In fffl&%7 ono"' t 
h e now omaro to r.nlit:a , aGJnn a.ocrid.en' of th pbyeical world -
uom~ . odor, touch, ~ ate Ol' oound - ho.s o ned to ~v• in hi• 
consoiou~ee What h~ had t l~ at eoae eGm$nt ot th- pnst Wb n a 
nimilal' «MMo-isnpr.-•1on hcd ooOUJ.Tcd - "'• the uno'f'P.n &tope of 
the ltarb, b7 rnaind.ing hie bo4T ot th wntor-atop-n ot Vonioe , 
hns b1'0U6ht ~ek tor all inet.mt into hi• mind, 4ivol'O(l4 frorl thA 
P 9 tJt ot Venice , the brieht Venetian light and vntor. And. theers 
•(ll.mo:ri s which IDO'f'~ him ao d.eopl7, which 8J>ri.n6 baolt into hin 
oonaoioulll!ftaa eo pJ'Otl.ptl1' at tho 110st irrolenat provocation, 
wet poaa~•s aomc poouli r 'ft.lue . .&ra tho7 not e)'mbole tor tbf' 
tundnm•ntal 1rutha of tht\t intf"'mal wol"ld ot our coneo:l0\101'll"s a 
wh1oh la o.ll we know ot rP.ali tTl ~ th~,. not alonf't o.mona our 
exp"rieneae in h&vtn« an oxiat no• outsida Timnt - in Ji~lding us 
a kind ot buth independent of !ilnn t c nux, indepcmdent of the 
incoh~reat &n4 .ver-e~~ suooeea1on of ou~ oth~r tmp~ae:l.one' 
He =n•t appl1 hiaeolf to daotph•r~ their hi~~lJphiea ••• 
It to hop l one '&o seek happinP.ss in otM-n - in tJOc1• t7 or in 
lov • One muet '\urn ill upon Ohfli!Ual.f -on t'inde th true ~it1 
only tlttt1'flt 1n those end~irle ttrla-tr-raponl acymbola - inoidente 
and peraounli'ti • na w 11 e.e l u.ndaoapr s - whieh hav beea 
p~ o1pitat~d out by the- int motion of on '• oontimla117 chana~ 
oonacioutm ae 'td th th~ contima.l oh&.neo of th world. ne 11111 
molce of his 11f' .. a. book, and ho will baa it upon thean tJ11ftbole . 
So ho DaY esert his will at l ast Ci.nd r tJ':I.t"V~ hia 110rol 
~:nder - eo ho tll&Y tum at l amt to tnd.ll cgd.Det th• our:rcnt 
of th• undamm(l)d, unchamtcllcd 80l18ib1lit;y vith which he has bnon 
bitting oll his lito - nlld a \ the eallG tilrul mast6r the world, 
ro3o1D tho reAlity which baa nl""'Y& eeemed to elUdt!t him, :.M, 
opposing th tl!w of Time, P-ete.bl18h eoa thi~ outs i de itt 

vom of a'l't. 

Prouo~ • a oon~m with 'bho rM!t~pturn of fw ie somPthin(f whiob ho had. 

in eor.won 1Q:th t he Uiot ot thn tatal."teta. And in both on8f'S tbe procnae 

is comoc:rtad vi th partiouliU' ~bola d~wn frott privat e GXPflriono • 

Firml ly vo h&V~ 11 qnotntion fx'om ·~liot hi 11s• lf 1 in wh1oh he epeeke 

o~ onvn~l ep~oL~lly ei~f.iORht ~8 dra tn ~ h1B own ~rioe. 



----------------------------------------------------------------------

It appe rs thAt in hiu cas$ t~ pov~r of ~r,&ln p~~~~s ot poGtr,r to 

a ovo r.nd. inep1ro hi:n in thia ~o~ rioua wq d~ri..-~e par·ny boo th~ir 

eosociatian with o~rnin "xporia~te"'~& of bio own, Md th~t he is l~d to 

~w rtgain and ~i:a on cuch passa«oo tor allusion <n' e.clap'k1ilon 1n hie 

Om'l wrk. Dut of ~~uro,. many of hio. c.wn xpf'-rienoPt find tileir ~ tnto 

hie imn6a'r3' dir()otl:r, w1 t~ou.t firot going throU{Ch the pl"OC oe ot e.eaoo1• 

t:1.'ion with what :llOther mnn bas wrl.tt~n. In tho pne~ Q.Uo"ed. 'b~low h& 

spMkrs of both kindt1 or itl&.Bor.rt tb.at ~n rro~ o~r eit 1'fS bft<muh 

of its •pe:rsoMl en.t.urration v&lU"'' for himtJolf, and that drnvn di:t.tE'Otly 

~rom mooonte of vision ~nd 1l~~tion b G9d on a~or1e~ of hia ~. 

Ae an ~%1\&pl~ ot '81\tura:t ed• 1m~~ h., quot.,o troa Oho..pmnnt n pafJMB 

from ~··z D•.eebo1f!, borrowed., Dr Jolt• sucgosts, f~ s.n ont 

'fl7 vhttre tho GVftnit.lg from the ~l"iaD V"G..lee 
'l'alct'PS on hor aw.rthy chouldern neo3'\G 
Crownod with a fP!OV• of oakst fly vhere m n t .el 
Thr ~ axlt beo, Md thoan tllat w.ffnr 
Bon ~ 'tho t'hario~ of ~ho enoq hrut ... ' 

'i'hel"G is firnt th~ pzrobt\'bili'l7 ,/;ontimle• Eliot7 that ih1e imag"'r;v 
had eomc- pnrnona.l emturc:a.tion Telu(', eo to 8PG"okt tor Ocneeat 
anc>tM.r for CllapmtJ.n,1 QJld anotb..4"'%" tor ltJ'&•lf, who h ~<' borrowed 1 t 
twtc from Ohapm n. I ~·t .,_at wbn t c1T0o 1 t euoh iht.ne1 'b' 
as it b.ae ill " ch cnso ia ita ~ tuntion .... I will 110t e~ nth 
•aaeo<:d.atiou• 1 ••• - b\d with ft~4"ling too obacu:J:'Q tor the o.uthors 
fJt'CJ» to know ~it vhet they- Wf'h• J.Dd of coura only a po.rl ot 
an &uthor' iDa« ey comee h'om hie rno.d.lng. It oOJha trom tho 
whole ot hi• aensit1Ta lift" •irlo~ oarly ohil<lhood. ~' tor Bll 
of us. out of ll tha.t V f" bavt- h~n.M, •o~n, f'f'lt, in e. llfP.tillfl t 
do CC'Irtain im18ff8 roou.r, o~tl with <'Uftoticm, J"athf\r thttn o~ol't!l? 
-The soq of o;ne bird, 1JhCI 1 o.p of ontt fish, at a particular ple.oP 
and tine , the; eoon1 ot ona flower, en old voma.n on a Gol"UU'l 
mountain pttth, ab: wffi~ &o.-.n throueh rm opClil 'Window pla.Ji.rltr 
oud.a at n18ht nt a ~111 :fronoh wil-.y- jlmction whore the1'0 ne 
a wat~,......nu, 8\lOh •mol"ifta aa7 havE e,rabolie vnlutt, but of W'hn" 
vc o:umot tel:L, for th.ay c~ 'io ~pr eont the dCJPt~ of ft~eltrl« 
into which ~~ oannot poP-r. 

!be imagf'fl wllich hour in '111ot' s pOtJils at 11\0mtm-;s of visio~ 

int~ity l\l'f not; thn only il:ulaee oonetituttns th ... pn'f;tom Wbioh v~ o~ll 

biB ~:t.-.onnl mytholOQ"• I.Jld oo "Xi> :riene• B whicllmat b hio OWl lit 

het.V'J )OtrtJ~elted thia 1n.tnne1ty on not n oos•rill A$SOo1r.tnd v:lth momMSta 

of illum1n=tion vh n they ar e iaporind. iuto bin wol'kt for 1natt.U10f;l• on 

of th ima«~t!l bo mentiona 11'l tb~ paaan.ge auot 4 bov~ occurs in e. moditif'd 

tom in !.~ssez: ot ,'.h:', J\¥4!• but in l\ contttxt quit" 4tNo14 of ~lD:otiona 

---------------------------------------------------



!hen t'.t.t d wn v o dow to tetltpor"~t• 'f't~lfV' • 
~~~ b low thA S."'U»t lin• • auelli.Dg of T~'iationJ 

' ith a wrmin,g atrnu an4 a tm.;n~1ll b~l':-~1~ tb ... ~ ea, 
And tlu,-• trooa on th low f!Jlq.t 
And nn old •hit.-, horae fr.\lloptod 11~ in 'th m~w. 
4f'hen '»'f. <MUllll to a tav-t~n with vine-lnavo. ov zo th 11ntAl, 
Six hands ~t nn ~n 4oor dicinB for pi~c e of e1l~r, 
And :f'r•t ld.okin« th emp1Jy vin ~ina, 
:But ~ r wo.c no intor.:"ation1 anC1 ao sr~ con·Uzm-«1. 
.Arid enivttd at v nine, not n m~nt too eoon 
Fiflfl.ir.g thn pl OttJ it m• (70\1 mnN n;r} a Hataotory. 

'fhU'O l'Q nl1Jo ittpol't!Ult r~eu~n'i ~a llhioh n. ith"r o~ :t DO nte 

ot ill~.wimtion in 11\9 poem• nol', eo t r ae \i: know, ht\Vf."' rq- N>Jm~'ion 

•r1th SUC,_ mc>UI nttt in Jl!o~'B lif" • Th 1 r.my be t\1."1 10bjectiVo O~ln-

th'fftrloFtd don1l'411, o~ n atunn1dJlif trOtt wl~i ty, or e ns ot bo~om 

..,..rui n·iu.~lor, or e.n :A'Pf•l'iNto ot a< ~l t1'11ptr.tion, or V"l:dcun othrt~ 

o:r:p rir-noen and aenoa 1i6l'liS. Tho S1tc1 ncy of th ~ ~!l.rlT pot me, tor inot~no,. , 

bt-ccr.n~ts r-t tietll' or ttodoet acy-tholog1onl c~ tus who trto.n4e tor w1C"'U'it1 

Md e:abod1os ·liot'e acbival-tnt tti~ 'tow 1'ds it. He ~ st"llld tor 

m~ oth~•r th~ aa w~ll, aooo1'41na to thn IJt'II'BOMl a.eeoointtona ba h s 

1D t b ... j:Jtnd ot cUff. ~nt l'f> d~m; but with t:l t~>.ir ~· o~ obj~ot-

1vity h II>'X3' b~ atdd , 111 Ml~ttr.iucu n'G woN.o, te> llW'A up niot'a 'doublft 

f c&H.ng of hlo l'Ol)Ulaiol'l :from VUlgnt"ity, , n(l,. u his e!cy" attraction to 

t~ ooal'ee (l..'\Z'thiw> I B of cC!Jlrton lif·o ' • 1 
.HlOth r O'ri tic wrl t o t ' In 

J:t. SliottB prtw.t~ 1.vth0l0BY S1le.-ney is of OOU%'Da tho 8Jilbol of troas , 

vu~ gar, e~~tnaual 11M, th unth~ b.unltln nl'lm l vho livott 'b7 hta 

app3ti~. a.• 2 The ~~nt ~~o eeqooi~tod with a BUdd~ ~1 'an ot 

th~ spirit utruAlly b4Ve to do with th aea. and vi~h birdth 1'fo roeplicit 

h't rt-nc, i G e1v.-.n tor 111.oh ooc~eion on which thtteo i~s oaolU', but 

th~ ti~l ' Cape »m' N'lli !nio-t•e nett- to th<' ti.,.le ot ~e pg §nlmea 

tN42J t8t that Otitl'lr pGS$1it6f'fl l'JUIM&n'*iVI" Of thiG ~Catatio t'Al0fll8., (e't1Ch 

o. th,., td.ddlt of Aslt=WW!A!fWdaZ VI nd th ()Jl(l of E!;ri Cok*l') doriY 

thd .. r ili1 rr also b'Or.t th I • •ar.ohueotts co st ao w~ll kMvn to Uiot 

1 
2 U .ah JiO()t 



th Fl:'elloh reilwai' jwwtion ec,..w-) b ~'OJU'l•otfl'd wi:t~ tn.t<'h ~~nt in 

:-::lio-t'a Pl-"ivn.tn mrmo%'1 • 'f·bnt~n: tL..,.y :rt or 110t itJ not atrtotl¥ 

r lc-v:;..nt a th,;ir •1en1tic:\lle"' eon ists 1n tbt" p"'rtioul u OJDOti()n 111 th 

11bior th~;r t.r a~o~:t.od in th,· po~try i ,.,.~lt. "':Xp(}ri<"llO&e ot thwri d 

d.Ge1~ r. ott n oonv~>y~d t hrough i~~!Y ,.-hoe,· n...~tur,... 1 nost cl&ul:r 

~vn in th ca.rly ~ ' Lc. Figli Cb Pi~ '1 a ei,rl lfith flod.tlg hair 

ett~.rule with h r a:me full ot now.,.m, ru:1cl th(- ~e n ia ob~ot•~ by 

t'! B nac o~ f~ilure as '4~>11 ne of urJh ppy lOY • It reeurs 1n tho li'ttlo 

scnno of th~ h1t'ointh l('irl in P't<rt I o~ ~. , linet L"':AA• & 8"'1'lB ot 

bol'!'ldta and oqttalc»-, with rulditioru-1 iniet r OV*"MOMe, is ~!!Vnyed by 

tho re~ ont imagnl'y 1fhioh linka rt'ts With bones or wi1h winds it occurs 

1n Parte II Mfi III of ~ .. ".eie Lond and r, in 1n 'l'h . l!:ollow len. !h so 

"!lld B rvel.-rtl o'lt r instMett'-1 of 1'f'Curt> nt imt'g: ry t\OS()('Jittt d nth O!.>rit~t.in 

e:nqtians or r·noations sho th· t I!liott u ~orionoo• Md nea-imp~al!lionft 

have bl!en oonett\ntl1 qst~1i1s~d in qmbolie t .,ms for th plUpO~Jr~ or 

l)OfJ~:'7• In tbio X'(tgpoot it ia irport'l.tlt to ~• mb~ thAt th p0 "1'7 1e 

1n te..ot ihfl - whicb thf'OO xp MOM 8 nJld eonoo-b!ps- mJiotl8 e~rvt\, DOt 

aimpl7 e. m an. ot :r,p~nein« th~m (tbftt would b '\0 4ony ~liot•a 1h o-q 

c1 tb Urp&X'f'<malit,- ot po tJ"T). To tbis qat~ati tton of illa8 o, na 

to Yoat••• cor~ explioitlJ •1et~tis~ patt~rn in A Y1stgp, ¥ at tho 

fiaQe ot a p~l'lto 1 tly'th()loga not a t!1-tbolog in the fUll «-" t'IPDDO (eoe 

pe.go 8) r but in th · bequcn'tly limit d e e acoeptabl( tor pw:poa~s ot 

lit~rary orilio1 (~ paaeo lo-12). 

Tb& momt'nto ot illuminntton cvokfld b7 a p&rt1culo.r s "t of ~~"llt 

1~liB oonati tut.. @9 ot th ou'ct."m.ding ft'n~ of liot • e poreon-:ll 

:mytholoQ. qth"J t\N! the toce.l point ot K1lriM aM of oa.oh ot ~e !m!£ 

ot npil'1 tunl rol • One 1a Qe014ll7 olM\1' 1l'l th linos 

~h18})eN and. all laughtor botwfl· n l a ond hurry!~ tt:- t 
Undor ,;1 c:v, W.Ort't n.ll th· wat e:n ~n&ot 

and th~ oth~r 1 ~~nt in 

h.n.t fJ~ s whrot ahoree vhn.'t ~it,.. 1 1 n<l~ t01fnMs 8'3' t11:ibf\N 
AJl.d. W'OOdthmoh an-lline thro-ugh th() foe 
,., clauaht r. 

The poem i COJQPlntely 4ovold of ft'lr¥ discureiYf' t10io ct eOIDlllW'li<Wtion. 
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It ~tu eff ot is Mhi"",a tlU'ou8h n ki.Dd of knlniaosoopn ot irlo4loet 

whiM., wtl11G th07 ttnia thoir offr-ot inc!e,ondnntly of tM r "ot of m.tot ' c 

1r01'k, d.o sa1n f\uotb l" in aignUic :n.c.- b7 ~!.eon ui th pat1~ag a f'roa 

thoao o£ .!e}l~ -~~ttd:V n and 1J1! .lla t81~£!fl• ru,~s ill AE:-!eba,ednz 
thoy appaa? in th~ ~n.!1li~ Q'f a ll'Gb!'llioun fll'irit ~.ttGd to an 

a~tio d1ociplino, hwre in h rtno. thoy ue ecnpt 4 o.n4 full7 ft.ftiaed. 

Tho lthi&lHl'-'G Mt1 l~tnr ot childl' n amoJ16 1<-'avna ftc:n.t:r with othtllr 

&\CJDOnts ot illWll=iiont 11'1 !Jli!t ,J'!Orjpn Parts I t'utd V, ]ttttt Cokttr Pari 

In, and the end of L:l.~~l• GJ.M!M• lt ies probabl7 1n on~ ot tho minor 

poeraa th.lt thr l)4'0totype ot thi11 im"6• is evailablcs 'Nev 'B'amptib.U'a•, 1n 

whioh 'Ch1ldr n'e vo1ool8 in th~ orols.M.'d. ... alfine' up into tho applf>-b'oe . • 

~lk· fuo., tmo~ distant than tJ't:l~D IWd fl( u-er th' ..n thn oyc' remi%lds ue 

both of 'tho fnc of B 1t~icr , ldlosc cq~o • lik~ her ilt•, Fin UOl:' end 

moll"e in rich ole.l'it7 Nld pow~r ae she riOt'Ja With D:mto f'l'O:l on ho&Vftnly 

epb.< n to th,. next, and tll '1& vhioh aw,ar ib a v. 'ey dift~~nt contt-xt 

in :fhe liollov .M!J'l• The lo.tt .. 2t tU'e t hl' OY$11 Of 'de."tth•s d:l"atltl k.itJcdOJfl' J 

'dec.th'tt t"~Ji.li8ht k1J'ladoa• t thl! hope of th apqakcr gatho!:'M with other 

h.ollov m&n 'on th1o b aoh ~ th ~14 nv-.r • • !'h•7 or o a.lao th~ ~a 

*that l aat I flmr 1)'J. tanre• ct tt .. , mino~ poGlll Whioh 11 u OJ"igit"L"\113 one of 

*Done's »~ Songa' and paM of ,Tbn Ito}~!t ee,. l"- 1a atJ if De.nttt• 

pNlGtrc\'tUl5 to ~h depth• of Roll. ~cr i..'l tboo~ Sloot:l;V mi riee ~ 

iJ!18 tb oyaa •I ahnll not seg unletttl! / Aii th~ door of dee.th' a othu 

kJ.nsd«!1'. Onl7 1 eapt¥ men• (nqt the hollow 1lntl 'but those vho hnvo beon 

• emptind ot thoaa lvoa •) cell bop" to s~ -.non• O:f$ • 'J!h() o;es tlbioh 

:v.nto 1• to meet in 11h !aribly Pnftd.i.Bf' will tnk(t hi:l to thP. vision of 

th~ nul11foliut & zoao o~ heaven. 

Tho tlJSS arc not h~X'$ 
Tbctm B1'n bO qes he!'Jie 
In thia valley of clYinB ria.ra 
tn 1hi hollov 'VIlll"Y 
7hie 'broken j&V ot our lost Jd.nadOtlS 

In this l..~tat ot mootiur,r plt\Of".S 

''G Sl!'OPO tog~th.e~ 
And AVvill a}' ,-ch 
On~herocl on 'tbie 'boo.eh of '\he tumid .r!:vor 



Siab't1 aa, unleae 
!he eyes ftApp~Q.).t 
As the p~11wll eta.r 
Wult1tolifl.to roe~ 
01' d$1:\'th t. twili&ft~ Jti.rlcdOm 
!he bopo ontT 
Ot {11Dpt7 Dell• 

f!ho qH whicb dll ttiV-c n~ vieion art~ •~111 abe.-nt. nezoo in ~ 

J'ollov !fB the 4et~Po.ir of $hom 11 ne ot~ng e\8 ~ doopni:r to b~ fO\U'ld 

1n ~o 4 

Otf" J,aM, • 

Tbn oxperi&no oonoaponds 1."1 th ~9 • a C\-l1tJ.7 into Pare.dieo • lt 1e at~ 

woh the f'30 ft ,g t\ b~~ 0~ aolVt!.tion a thn 1'e4tt ot Be tri,(')t.t ia. 

Oetttne1bl1' it 1a tb t Dc of ~' lorJB""lOS' 4nught~r ariMt loet 

at~r cmny R£OD1 ~nd •tomr VOJ'Qgoth ~ epeak~"tr npp,.r'H to bo P~riol o 

hitloelt ~t-t¥1 tho. .o no on~.' ot hflaling l'ftooenit1on euch eo v~ f!l:ld in tbt:' 

pltq. Jut t11~ ouoonc ot th pot'1n li·"• not in th «Jp~1;11tio p&ft0%18 ot 

Pnriol o ro.M. r.trm, 'tNt in the senstt of ~gni tion, rr-sto~'tion, 

bftBli~ CUld ~w bop which thtt 1JMe s oonbin to p1'0ducfll• !b.~:re io aleo 

a anne• ct tht' rooovn~ o'f loat imtoeftneo, and -tor this too 'h 411:JOOV't!%7 

of th• tmoo~m t4u1.1'1C (lik~t i•rdi:t• !.nd i1'nnda) ts a fitt~ .,.bol. 

'J.'h(' t 3-lPr f~ 1fho br1..ngfJ h~ lin« and s lvntion ia th fooel point ot 

th pot:lll, nd. tb,., tona of tho whol 1a on" of' umlloyot jo,-. In th1s it 

~X'O&fi'MB a p a t .dvo.nc in ih~ • '~>7 of Affi.%'111!\.tiOJ\s• tro::2 tb httaling 

naiono ot A,s}l~~~a..r tdih th"il' flU~lifi•d joy. Rer thf'll'!B 1a no hint 

ot the nooc saity, even, ot ronunci~ti.on. All ie -pure tft=~tion, Md 

this rsakco Har1nf'v un!qUe u OJtg ~~liot•o major po c. Inetf'f'\d of 'bf.ine 

rnnounoo4 by a con c1oue act of th( Will, ell tho Sn4t; e of sin 1 di.ne 

to de-.th Arc. bOCOIK' unaul»atutinl, rr.ducOd bJ ~ wind, 
A bl'tttlth ot pil:u), and. 1h• m:todeofl6 toe 
~ thie ~o, d1uolvc4 in pl on 

IJ.'he da1'k 1\ieht pZ"('C~ thia ::rnb1rth ot $1rit tnP-.:f' b• ~asum~tl, lmt 1 

not dwl t Uf»ll. 

Tho oonneetion with. eh~k pe~rt"t'a 1 t~ pleye1 thoucb ~"' is 

~"roflltln(!. It is in 'Utol!lf' ~('..no ... a thAt ~.k~"P~ app$tU"fl to hove 

wol!trut 0\d b1• ow 1'<"~ ~logioo.l p t't~m of .ot10Jl. nte 4 bt 

to eourcoe (likr. the lntAJt'IJ 'l'nl ' «' 4er1vn,1on t1"'tl J!an4o•to) we ot 



al.,gU.gibl~ Ulro:r~noe in pron~'lrt! this vett,..nu 1rit d the proc••• of 

f"''ling to~.e 1~n _>a.ttnrn doub"tl~ss ftt='o~Ct. tb~ ol oic~ of som:o • 

'J.lhe 1gnitio ne~ tor hm of thio p{''ttom app~~ h'oa its Z~C"CW!"J'f!Mt' 1n 

1'0U8hl7 tho eeta¢ i'OXT.l (pnsnion end en::1ity; sop~rtion n.nd SQl'J."OYf 

~ stc~tiotl ~a • conciliation) in Cl!!~!'l~~ , ~"' .int~'! !'ale ana 
~~ !fmpo!,'t, - with n f~v ~ill\ions, but bnt!liea.llz.r t:t td.Jd.lu p~tt•m 

roulint inca, in tft£tc19.fl• Its au'l1nf' al)p~tW "lDO 1n ~!PI: 
1
La:&.t (which 

hr-..n ii own rncoanition and. roooneUiation eonne)t but r tregio inat c1 

of • ~rone t-Gsoluticm is bJ'CUgbt about by thfl nMition of Oowel:l.n ' o 

&tath vith the subaoQ.Uont 4&Bth o1 1. ar. ~& f!!ltl~l'fll loet-ena~ouncl, 

ooum-wildem ~ -o"'u.rt p t•nm of tb :roJIMOea ( M even of A,! te Like 

ll} h, ~initi~s ldth tht\1 d th~l'A'birtb, v1~~nl-cd-~turn 

'Pt\"omt whioh NlUIJ ~ GO ll\leh of !liot•a wo-r'r.:, tn hi~ oono~'m 'With 

tb o~t.iv9 afW,.th-e»d-J"~birth ~h!l un4~l,-1ng !J!., :~ae~ ~t with 

the l}~t~n 4osCNl't-and-c.&ornt P-$t1!~:-n, tmd nth ih j\lxk:POfaition ot 

th( two spil11~1 pt-ooeaa.a X't~P~3Jltod by '\bo u e tic' e • ®l'k lli«ht ot 

tbt- oul' nd ~e vla~ry' e •m.om~nt ot illumtne.tion • • 

IJ.'hFJ vitJiQ~ tlOmt'nt 0-3!'C tho foot of thr ?out- ~~ri~t•• fheit" 

cQnof'~ lfi ~h tll a~ e:cp r.ionoes ~nd 1ihtiir oone~:m wi. th t mtu.ro of flline 

aro ol.otttU7 J"9l"'~te:dt for 1th1l tho Vizionar.r mom~ta b2;i1Jrl& wi~b th~?m a 

c ~tion of tiaol~e•neee, it in ~ in !iae th~t th 7 a.n b~ ~ roa, 
e1'l8. 1t 1o onlv thrcu8h tbom tha'il thea appe:J:'(tl"ltl.l' hopeoleao ~c\ Ui»l~ 

flUX Q~ 'limo Qi.u\ bt' ¢01'1~~~ b7 bo1na' eiTNl n. D~'tl1»6'.- tt ia 'iihrough 

thoe$ momf!r.nts th t ~ tmd t.i1neloe$l'lafi:S, O"f' ~nt nd at:llln<- "• bort'dom 

and eoot ey ~n bf'! roconotl d. 

!!2,onail!.g111Q!l 1$ tlvl keynote ot th<• S'Wf!1r.-t'J, Jmd. it is to'~! ibis 

~tJOn th t ao ~~~ ot ito nat \lll&tlt• Nld 11308• • ~~~ proeent0d in 

~~Of} to J"ePI'O~t bu.t &. tt&l~tion of tW. q\4C>tfl!!d out of cont xt will 

1llustmt., tho enomou• pari pl~d by pl\1"4dox in ~ vo$.• 

• •. t'!mc tll"NJ'') oonttd.no4 in Umo .at ••• 
• , .l\1otnetptJ from diet:notion 'b:r din·b~.o,io~ ••• 
••• world not world, but that which i q not world ••• 
.. • • In 'tr.f 'bf.~ is ey 1\nd .... 
.. • • So tb4t 4a:dtnoes ahBll b thr 11aht, ~d. ~ •tUlne ~ 
•• .,cur 0!217 hoal til. !a tho diottaao .. • • {4ft noin8. • 
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... 'f;hf'l OOV'!IIMant of p'\ill tb~rt io painlu~o nnd. l:lotionleos.- • 
• .. • 'l'irlo th 4ot!'tro14l%' iet til:J(' th . prt-e•rvor ••• 
• • • rt.--ar~t for 'thooo \itw .r«- not ~t hr r to r. ·g1'f.lt ... 
• • • 'foo at~ to eaeh otMr 'for aisurman~3Ddln«u • 
••• Unit~ in thu atrito whioh dividod th ••• 
... to 'bf' rncleea1od troJa ftre by fir • .. 

In V1flv of tbie it i o not S'(Uipzrisil'lg the.t Ollf" ot tllt- npiSmphs to .Iru.1-nt 

lforton (and conePtlUentl.7 to 'bh vhol~ vo!'k) ehould be frot2 ne~el1 tuBa 

tion 1fith th-.J roaoncilhtion of' opp&oitoa r.lio"t f'ou.nd hio ®ster in 

· Hn1'Q.011tua, llho bold ~t ' ~ha:toYOr ttr& ()pposites oo.-opt".~te, Md fttom 

th... diYnt"gr'l\t p'l"'0,...-.4o the MIJt btl' utiM hn:rmonT. 1 1 '.l'!u. ~hologic3l 

univ,..rae of th" Ql!%!tttt.f is one in wh,.ch All Oppo•it('a we ~onoil bl ·J 

in whieh ~ of. thn taur c a.eenn can bo fur.d into Otle; $.1\d in whioh thttt 

i~dition l tour !.;monte Pl~V r-, promin nt part llG ezabivalent S7J!lbols. 

All th<?so aspc ota of th .... pora~l m3'tholQQ ar r<tl P..tecl to tbh ~rntl.'\\1 

oonn~otion b tvo«1 the mom .. nta of :i.llun1Mt1on ~ ihr. p:roblnm ot tim • 

'rho f.lO:-.lont ct 1llumin!'l,ion aa!t'Ooi t~4 lfl '\h tJl, ooun'tl.7 houue at 

Burnt Norton app r" to t..Jr:e pl c in tl fo'ri:U\1 6"\Nen• Th ir.l~ of 

tn\lk1116 thrw.gb !\ l 1ttlfl ea.tf) into a :rol!~~n 'tfhftre t\11 oxpflrinloo ot 

((.1: t in1 m~t1ty t akPs pla-o - (:e.ccoup ni(ld by 'bright si.Ulli&ht nd the 

~. of childl"CJtn' e voiceR) ie en i~od;i nt of ~liot ' a p 1"80b.'\l o;rtholo§ 

t;thioh v n !\l ao find outnido ~he ~ti .;to. It oom~o 1r. 'the h f!Uz Jwnion 

(wr1tt n at rbout tl • ., eem., ti~~ ~e :Bt.lll'.nt »>rion, uti hta9abllng- 11 1n a 

good do~l ot both ita G\l"dtm ~d d::.at.t~ ia..'lgn:ry). A~thate ~l'Gaoh 

"'l~ey "3 t'l:h b,f'oro to 8\t.cb. a r.lO'I'a.ont io now oor.wlntod for h r b7 lJo.n;v-, 

ll!wm shr had loved in hie tAtl~r ru1d Hhoo cll~ 'Me nov lv-lped to hie own 

I only look"'d th1'ough tht.\ li ttl door 
·~nth sun waa l&bining dn th ros~~1u 
And heal'd 1l'l tll~'~~ din~a tinT voic«a 
And th n a blnok raven tltrlf C?• r• 

1low Ruq und~n~• "h fMil7' • 'CU%8 ', whoe pow('~ ie ~~ ( • tho 

oht'\in brooks •) and O()llpl• t" for hel" til'l. t unfulfilled. &XPorienco • 

t •• not th~"'Mt 70U v• N not tht-re , Ob17 ou phan~ sma 
And Y.bu.t did not bepp~n iD ~ n tru "'s 1thnt did happ n 
0 my 4~, Oll4 JOU vnlk~ thV<>lJ«h th litt~o tloo1" 
And I rr.n to •o.t ~u in t hr roJJe-ga2:'dc.m. · 

--------------·-------------------------------------
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~udging bi' th . end of &\SUe, g!4dyY;, thn- ils o ot ('ntq into ~, 

lmiS~I'd.an wht'l'o ch114:ron • a ftioeo n:roo heud nlso 710proeonte aom.nntnz;y 

m_v.tie!£1 r "turn to a a~te ot p1"i:.'ml f.Moc nc"• (~ P?la-vect ~ bPnr 

spooitlo ~lation to "!dent but it 18 !'lOt l'lOO~SP17 to fJllppOSI! 00 •) nov 

to onp'\UJ'n nttd 1'Jako eooethinB p~encnt out of auob moo')l')t& ie the 

p:r:oblom of th('l !JWl!tnttJJ. tUJd 1t le ptll:'tl7 throuch th, ~oncC" or 
iDnf!ee asaoo1nt t"d 1ft th ouob. ns;p4l:'iono~e tlmt rtl.iot nttt'lmpts em ~'"' p~tio 

l.wel this pl'Ooeee o'f rqo.,.p~t"! • Th~ JX:l08!!30 ot tim~ 1s wh t onkl"fJ 1 t 

41B1oult (nnd in th.-. l aot ~sort impoa ibl ) to 'f'ill: Q.l'ld. bold woh 

DOtnOnte,. bll .. *atrue~l l'f'.ct.lftt'JlOO Qf thc. ea, · 8 IJ.'ous\. aliiO roumt is 

t1vt ch1nt devtc~ b7 11h1oh the uri t tt7 oan corNFf/1 tho 1'00apturo of t~.' 1 

'l'he moe" ~quantly ~ thM!<' b7 vb1oh Uliot trlt~s to come'9' thie 

~pturo is tbo ic!: tbnt nll oppoeitl!t8 OM be NCOM11t"'4. All contliots 

and oppoeitea 1n tbb tino-ridden 1102.-ld (thft bonJ'houn4 and. ib.P bet\rt flesh 

n.lld tlflsblt-ss, danet' and at1llnooe) nro ·~oonolled ODOllB thr ete.ro•. 

!h oxp~nonoo tti th 1 ta U1UZll111~t1on br1Jl6illg quint ~lPaao tr.m etr0tJ8 

oo.rmot b~ des01'1b~J Otllf 11e ~S\\lts ann b~ btntf'4 att 

I can only O!l3't tb"~ vo haVE" bnent but I CR\l'U'10t eq df'l'Ch 
N1d I annnot tJf\Y hOtr lOJJBt tor thft.t ie to pla~ it 1n Um'h 

1l'o of'.tf'lot n rolatit>n lxttw:oen thA titlolf'lliiJ wo~ld ot tho ~tsion and tb.~ 

tktc-ridden world tlaf rn~e a 4eeo nt into thf. *dalk nisht ot th(l 

CJOUl • • '\bto aoo~io ~. It !Ylano 

Doaicoation of tbn world t>f 1Htns , 
~ ~tion of tho world of fanc.r, 
Inop~ft.n07 of the Wl'ld of ep11tit ••• 

- tho VCir:f oppoeit~ ot who:t ih<' •1stomry moments tht'fllOf'JlV'r'e brin!• I~ 

is tho 'fay of st. 3'o!m of tM C1"0••· end tthould bn follow~ unl~o•. OM 1c 

to ho~ cml3 tho U.mii"l4 epiritual Ulumin t1on VOUoh81lfCJd in. thoso 

f'l~ting comcmtn. !h~ ~:L'f' onl.7 hints rt.nd £U.(ti8GSJ t ht\ reot (on tbG 

l~ 1 of t:\ d•U.bf'~.to aaO<taia) ie to b~ at'\ in d pat1 .ntl.7 tb.!'01.1«h 

'P~"• obeoWt'..nc , disolplin~, ~bt and action.• (Thfl D!t SBlY¥ e 

P@t V) 'i~t th~ follov1rlg ot eomD tucll rtl7 tM irttnn~ ~nte, 

t\8 P .. t 1ho oncl Of lJlimt ltol'tont aiopl7 COal& nd C0 inatMtly, ~t 



11dtoul.oue the wtJ'i~ and time 
Str tohitts bf\forl' c.nd after. 

'11iot ' e tJOlution to ~ p:robl 1 a.e wn or.t.n aoo, goee ~r thAD 

P1"0Ust • et 1t imtol'l'no 110t only -~ OOMtl'UOtion ot n ool"k ot an in 

whloh th4' e%S}flr.lt'noca thraattlvoe eht'll b tqttbolst bu.t alfJO th& adoption 

f!>' a liaf.ous tu~~tioi ®d. a kind of 11"8COnoiliBtion-tll"'tnphJ'rioa• • 

ln IUD C21Snr th~ tmo lnto wh1oh ~<" Viaion.~~ momt'!llt& im.tp~ 1a 

~ endl~a ()7cle of •bs.rth, oopulctlon Md doo.th • , c.e SW&lfti'Y veuld C"\ll 

i't. lt io Vf4r:/ ~171 Md thon under the !.ntlunnco of tho ill~U.~r.v 

exp~rienco, 1hat thit5 oyol.-, tokos on th('J ~ ot }.ml't)08& nthn:r tbe.n 

ot futility-, Tho moJifld ~ Yis1on baa pne&edt cmo \fho hna a on an 

o1'd~ wor14 ot men and wcmon 

lteepirlg th ~bm in th~ir da.nc1llg 
.la in their ltViJ'tB in the linne ae.aiiJOne 

con !lOW • e in -th• p~.¢,potucl pooeao oal~ •Dung nnd d.oath. • W tt"rapi 

to 1Mpr04uoo thf\ e ~ tion ot eostd.o un1 t7 entned in t~:t pa•dng mom ant 

10 doOtled to hilllrn+ ftiO 8oet:\O to bo Uio" t ,_ m~.tmi!l« whoft, following 

th~ lpie of Pnri zt ln wh1oh a lf.\n&e ot ono11ose 1o etl'iV n o.ftt~r b-7 

fuoion ot tbe e aeons, he ~. ' ftn.t wae a. w:r of puttil2e it - not 

v r'l «Jatisbc'tol7' • A8n1n ~h~ p :tif\ncn of tho nogativ~ 1rq S.e O<>Unhll.at 

wn.it in dlll!fm e and .,._Ulnonaa Without ho~ , lew o~ thousht, •so ,h.,. 

da1'knoete Bhcll b.-. tho light• Of1t1 the etillnoae t ho dnftoiDa•' ft.aro 

tollowe; ne it· in d.CI!lOhSU&tton of '\ho otfl®ey ot thia w;r, a ~t of 

~ nt i.m!sst'B ub:tcb. oonnotao oau- of th." 'Yis.iotw.ry com~nts• 

\'thisp r Qf wnn!ng SUN~IIUJ, eJ:'ld vinttt:l" liebtn!Jllrt 
!bo vUd tb.Jm \UUioen Uld tho w11d atJ~a~t 
'lho laueb~m_. in 'th~ gardoD, t'Cbood ecfJiaQ 
Bot loat, lnli requ1ri.rc, po1ntitl6 to ~ agoey 
Of donth nnd birtb. 

so we t~~ »>1Dto4 baok ~diatoq to th..- nogr.tiv Uq ill tho nnst 

pne~• a oloso pc2'f!plu.'!lso hoD st. l'obn of tho az.o.,. 
!ho first ~ltPlioit ~,.~ l"etllt to M1' Chl'lotian f'ltp..mft'WO$. ot tboueh" 

cottel:i ill tb Good Fridq l)'ri,o, uhioh ie 1'1'\~ol' ov.-J:fUJ.l .of cone its. 

It ia 8trlk1El61 but ~n.k& into rntbor tllNl O])crntee w1th1n 'ha pttraorml 

~hologtoal ~* ot th& poom. A't tM en4 o't Put Y tbn 1ooges 

aeeooin'k'd with old aae att4 tteath nrn p4.1"\to:d.cul11 th(\ Mmfl ones thn.t 

connot~ rsi~"•• o~ til. apUt't. 'rho finul war bnck to th,.. world of 



tho momentan Yis1oa 11 • 11'1 th b:l ttnr tint.l joumo;r 

~ 'tb.C'I clalk col A an4 the M!Pt1' deoolationt 
\'he '!I ffi!T, tho trW <trJ, th ftat t.rs 
Of thf) pe~l aftd t~ porpo1so. In tq <ttld ie yq ~irmirJa. 

In tht> pp §!l!M£! the n•~~ app ars 8 =n•e ltt. , with its 

c~t undorcuft'Ont of anVQP17• potlt'ins ita 1f out into th Re<'lt that 

41eo~ d tlux ot tloo that 1e 1• at mtv. on thl• t1Jao-tlux driftA 

thn ~ ot lm..nMl lit , Nki there 1s no pfl.Mipl of o1'4d in it 

uoopt tllat pl'OYS.ded b7 tho 'Pl"ClJ~lf of tho Ol\0 .AMUrlohtion'. !he~ 

ha\te b"n ~ ~ntc of h&ppift8a, ot IUAdeh 1llumirmt1on. but •u hD4 

tho o2.1?~1c.nc but a188ad tho m~• • · ·b~e Jumt !fortog ol\4 ~ 

fZok r b•stn b:ota ~-of ill~.,ilioh and e:o on to d1aoun tht~il-

1'eOJ::.pture 1ft the chaoo of time, fto Pn 14nlyp.ea besSU with "h~ olv.\oa 

of ti> • 1 toolt, anA oft17 e,ft4'r dlooueaion of bow to etJco.pe that ohaoe 

dooa it prrte ttt tho ~· nesooitl'\t>d ltltll a vie10ft0.%7 mow•nt.. Stea.mihil~ 

vo ~J'O to 1 am, cone.,~ "b• m011mta, ~t\t •app~ to the tin~ 

:rns\o~a ~ exp rl.e~~ / la a ditf't~hnt toa•a ., ebnll ttlld tlle.t tbq 

uo Ot3 nt · of AMUnol.Atton ana 'U1 :o~foH o~ lncati'Dation, ~t through 

t~, aa th%touab th& ' "'&:¥fit! of 'the ono llUIW'lo1n.-.1on' , a ~ inS 

pritto1p1C?~ of o:rdor etltuo into t oh4oth tt ie oal.y tbroudb an 

Inca:mat1on that ht'1a11r:lc <m!Gl." ~an toUAd. tor oont~ to popUlo:r 

op1n1ont 1 i!mt't 18 ao h al Z.J tJl patlt'll\t le no 10126'&~ hP.ZO. • !he 

trc1ct out•14e tiont o.n4 th .. tlO#lt"nta of illw:tim\tion N"e full ot ~de.omir..g 

pour-:r s1~ tb y r tic~tlea•• !bO¥ lrl:u~ into and int :r.tOr.tot 1tith iii'3~ • 

tbi8 io th l'Xl~ of In~tiorl. B\1t to ca.pturo cmd hold fnet th~ir 

rrd 1ftt! pcn·7nso D nne Ql\b:raolrlg (hczre in aoditit>d foro} tb..., a~titt 

9\'qt tor io appftb.on4 
tho poillt ot int~1ot:t. of tb.co tiJ:teleee 
lth tioo, ia tll'l occu.pation tor tb oint -

lJo oooupat1cm fd.tb.D~r, but fJOilethin« ~v ft 
And taktm• U1 n 11~etim • e deAth in ltW'n• 
A.'l"44tW and •olf14'88Jl(' 8 ·fU'¥1. Ml£- su:tr Udftl"• 

1'4"'17 f'ftW ar n'bl w tollow the R.•c 'ie W~• ~ oth n • ~l:r t~ .8\lrR 

th~t ~l.'!tf VitJ1Qrm~ ~m wucha:d'Nl to ih • 

Por aoat of u., 'UltoH 1e ~ thtt Wll'l'.t~ndocl 
Jl(Doht • the ID'OQ('lnt in and out of til:lo, 
Tho dist~tion tit, lost 1n 8batt ot SUl'lllght, 
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ft• v114 th3me unsMn, or th~ ll1nt~r liehtJlins 
0~ th4 watertan, ~ sowsic h ud co deeplY 
~at it 1a nat bnard at all, but you f.\1"r' the flt\.lelc 
;1t,U& 'lbi- 1'1\lBiO l QO'$ • 

'fhts *hint halt gu•ased, ... pft hAlf underatood, is tne:n"S~a.t1on. ' Bow 

tha" 'he r&C\lft'Mt ~a repi- ••ntU!G the nom,mt of illumin~J.tion h&Vt' 

nt lnat oOC'UZ'r~t v fbld t hat th long •app%'Cmch to the meanintf' h~R 

~4 roct~d ~~ ext~ri nco in a dift~t fot7:~, ein<s~ it is now 

idont:lti:iblo a.a a. typo o~ Inoo.:m.ation. Sinoo tUlf! nnd ticol oaennss ~ 

ih suet momnnte, it 1e in th that paB1 o.nd tu~ C!Ul be r oooncilt'ld. 

tittl~ OiAA!pe ~ns 'With anothttr tueiort ot th0 a.uona into on(I J 
' 

aftd this tit.lo it io no'\ c~ly a fusion in ordor to oroat~ an impr&aeion 

of oooto un1 tr an4 't1.a loaen •• t bUt nlao n sS::lplf' dovioo 1o indiOBtt­

th~" apnntrtillo of ep!.rit\ll\1 o.war~IJ• { •!'he aoul ' a cnp QUiv~zoo • ) in tho 

wintnr ott~ no.~~. !he 1ntenet.ty ot spiritual cver cntte11 ltJ 

11kt'l Pentf'\ooatA-1 tit-t'l li8ht1Jlg up th" vint•r 1101)110• !be pla.o to 'fhioh 

th() Ql)&abr ho.e com is one whoa hiato17 1a Ukf'wie" rich ill apirlt;ual 

awr ,.il$1lst 'You a.r h'91!'& to krloel / Vh~ p~ r has been vnlid. • 

.l ~ Obn.flB• ot rl\ytbs fm4 totl.P GeM$ in Jari U, vbioh pr~eentG 

t1ret o. \U'liV"'ree Sn wb1oh tb Te'J:7 elcont• ne" on on o.mth~, M4 

then on~ 1n Vbioh ~n P71Ct7 on ono notlutr. th8 •aaa ~ 1f11h tho 

fl.1elt~ tonsu • is J20i th• Spirit whioh <lcee~nded on Christ, but ~ 

wzolike inoVUQ•n' ot d•etl'UCt1on. !hn Dallt'ltUt Do 'irlg ot the poot and 

thll ' faN.lia.Jl oompouil4 tho•"' ot hie d.oad ~n<"let&rs br:1n8a lit·tlo tmeO\U'l'agf>­

mGl'lt 1 th met:JSago dltliv..red 1s ~ of 4up 1r in O'ld o.ae, unlt!tBO tho 

h~ r conaitJna hiQS~lt too to a potenti.t\117 d.eetNctln element• t.t.r • 

Du:t sine• th f1rn 7 haVe an ncbivn.l~nt function (1" ie h@re tb" 

to aalv tton ~om the prod~tOS7 world. ~o eo:vins pnth is not, howw4"r, 

wholly n tiv~ ouo, ats t v next nootlon she••• Liberation M Y..,,.. 

nohioved th1'ou(fh !ll t.ta.olun nt whiob 1e alao <lotaobaen·tt a det~ob1nPnt 

which involv s •not 1~sa ot love • , but it• ino:l¥u b010ll4 th(l point 

vh"re attaohm nt to thitt68 and. pe:roono ta a t~nt - an expcmd'J.llg of 

love •'b ~ond d tJI.~ • which, like tho tnt,.,.rseotion b~tv n timf'l eGenese 

nnd ~' ~ •u.bt)xtrUon /h-om 'bhn tut'tu'G a& wf'lll ~" th" p!)ot. • 

Uftnl .tion tln4 S"Ojfllot10D of lO¥ for th1»as ~nd po1'Cone do not 



-142-

O<>'lltftdiot but complement oo.oh othor. 

fh• 'rdin1ntr tu~' montion d in PM't :a 1e lao thfl eli~ fir 

ot Pt\Z't IV, I.V14 io th~ implloi tl1 Ohrietitlln al'l.-~ tQ th tiro of 

des-tJUction th i ooneume but doeo not purity. Sinoo thie 41vb~ tirA 

ls linkod vie. tho P n.tecoata.l tlamae to all imn4 s of tb:t Rolf Oboett 

the do'lf~ hr.~ 1a nlso tho aenw~ to th wnr-like dov" of Part :n • 
In 1lle fin: 1 eaotion wo re1iu1"n to th~ probl• of' rad tion fltoa 

'1'1mot tho v luo of 'th• tim l • se ClOmf'lnte le thAt tl\"" h lp to c tf ot tJUOh 

a rod p~Uon. 'fho 1ntnre.et1on ot fimo and tblol ctfnmeaa ('Whiob le 

:bodio4 leo in ,lt,. 0%\ioret pattol."DD ot poet~ .., ''Rl• oompl•tG co~eon 

dtmo~ torth~r• ) has OOm.l$0i A th~ o~oo eh poleot~ flux or !itno 

with a lU'11vnJ~Se of o1'4•r Md o~ in whicb t\ll th1na& nro rt~oottoU~. 

'.!hia llae itd.con plaoo, b tb,. ftnt t~oe Otari ts, em th~ lOYttl ot 

indindun.l ~eri noot o.nd tor all their hforencee to Ooc4 P.t-idt.\711 

.Ammno1atioll Mel lncel"!Ultion1 their i!S7tbol0j1.cal uniV-ft:rtJO renmiu 

basioallf ~ prtvatn ono. Ib hi!tl~ GidAigg th po~onnl mythologr 

aaeerte 1teolt once oors, but htt%'0 a cuoh closer COJ:U').ectio.n le and.e in 

th~& thought of th~ pocHa with the Chnriian mytbolog. !he private 

viaion."lr.,r mom&nts tm3 l~nd e!gnifi<mnef'l io th, GXP r1f'·nce of tht"& 1Mi'9'ldu­

el; but Littl!' Oidd!M iaplirto th:tt it ia thfl bietorio.r.l Ill(\."\S"!l.'ltion of 

Clu'ietirm trndition which lAnds slgnitlca.nco to ih bJ.stoJ7 of cankind 

es n wholf\ 1 mnking !t into a Entt.-rru •a pattnm / Ot tta~lesa mo nn~a. • 

It ia tlu)r f.tfortt th!' moa~ Chriatiu 1n tQru of tb~ QliUI't 'o, end the oDJ.y 

ont 1n wbioh theft -.y be said to be a v1 tn.l 1\lsion ot p~rscma.l and 

OhritrU.IUl ~holos1~1il• Tho I'Q'tholO§ o'f t~ ~(J"! as 1fhol rG:I)Qihs 

pet~l. 

th~ speoUic Incamation ot Chrtot, thouah llOt mentione-d, ie ot gr~ tnr 

rnlowno to t tboU8ht ot L,!ttl Olddi,m• Yet th~ line ' With th~ 

drawina ot this Love Oftd t~ voie~ of tb1e Call~· linko thie Chriet~ 

thought to th~ priv .t~ ttlthology woe !ma.g~t~t of Ulumina.tion follow 1ft 

the eloatne 1~ of th~ f~l s~lion. 

Jl>eri t:roa\ thft r~ imngt\• oonnocri d vi th Vieion ~ mome-nts, 

euch ao tho voioee of chilbml in an appl~trPre• rild 'tbJmo, wintor 



lieht.bb«, a lmtel'f'e.ll, tlwre a.r th oth('fl- tTtl s of r~ imt'S"e 

'lfbioh 1 o tom ~ri ot "'1.iot•a pri.-ra:i J:l11;holOQ, , " lu\vo eoo.nt 

o.ll thf\t nvt.ttl>~ httx.) prt ~ • '1'h fact thai he bas boen ror tho lat~r 

.lt of h1a lit~ an ow a C~itltiM do a tlet Man t:bA~ 1h ~holos:f 

o'f )'cur ~ ta t• ea 'tfhol explicitly Chriaticul• Cbrieti~n 1ntluoncPe 

thf)-~ u , c~~ 1nl7- eepoo1.allrlkmto e.n4 st. John of th~ CrotJe- but 

th priva.t .. ~D¥tholOQ' 1e be.aio 111 o~ of JO~tio (end dooa not Pl' t ~ 

to philo110phic) val.iUtJ• 1 lt 11 ,_ ~OQ lr 6:;r ~ 22t 1n th,. 

oul1 r vca f.tUOh e The ll&!!!tt h¥41 it has attinlti • rith the ~,.nta 

ot Rctl'Mlitua tthlcht b oauee ot th ·1r po tic ~st1VfJUea, 'n.iot ohesn 

nptg:raphe !"or ttumt lloriOI'l' am its ~cter 'DtlT b6 oat fitly 

wmmed up itt the a1ngle km l!!Ggncillat1on-. In \hf\ univ@ne of tbt> 

CUArt«rae thfll thi!lae wbtob cAn b qmbolic-:\lly ritoe>no11 d inolucto publio 

1\.nd privat . exp riP-no • timo o.nd tim l oDaJk)s•• 1llOY nt ttnd s•tlln~os, 

dnl'knP- a and light, Wint r and IIW!IlD r, birth and dostb. .Ul th~ee~ unions 

ot oppoo1tee aro ett oted through th. :protot~e of tho 

1 Se• P • 95 & Bot~ 3• 
2 liot J" lat. • all th Ti&1on&J7 moments to \h p1"1no1»1 of In~­

t1on. »oubtlon it ia onl7 th unique hiatorio Incamntio.n of Christ­
ian b eli t thct ho oc~pte 11 t 1"'\11~, bu'$ in 'Ph Pr: Sttl~"! V th~ 
abe no, of thf'l def1nitt~ artioln b~forr- ih, word ehon thii!t ia h re 
th() pr1noiplo of Xnoo.mation l"tl\h r them tho ono svont wi-th which he 
ia oono.-.mod. (!his .!H lend point w his p Min« mention or Iriabna 
in 1h '.Ill t>O«'Dt 1\l thoueh it ie p~ble th t the lriehM p&eiiA£C" io 
r.-tlevant aimpl7 to the injunction 'to 'fare fornrd • in et~~t.t of 
detflob.mont. !he virtu• ot dotaohJicnt ia s. th G tc.r more comon to 
Chriatin.n And Hindu ~e·Uoe ~'llD thf'tir ~epooti~ notions of Inettftl."l­
tion J CUl4 i.t liliot • e mention of !:riabna doe• relnt ollly- to th,. need 
for dot-~ nt and not to Inolt.1"rl!lt1on, tbon ~1•• Oo.rdn r'e objection 
to the paaBD4f" 11 wm c,.ea 17t aee tjs. BliotrA 8$Udl ot Bte llritiJ¥ta 
bz §gual ltandt, ode B. Rr.jen (1947 PP• ~- O.) 
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'l'hel'e 1&, too • s. t:ft\41 tio.ral cs.pnet o.t thn pnvat~ ~holoev• this 

le ~ b7 the p~otJ&t\0& in lt of the tour tmdt t1ontll ol conte vhicb 

v mot alec in tho 8Jiflbol18!:1 ot ~ Waet" leed• air• ~h. w:ter end 

fir<h 'l'here r~ of th t1? parte ot theo pcMJ (PG:rt 1l botng the 

exoop~ion.) ~ oono~rno4 roqocUv~l~ vith o::t.nb, fu-o, vat•~ aDd G11'. 

llim11 rl7• a_. f48ll8 cri.tico havo pointr4 out, one of theco olc::monle 

~toe .,aeb ot tho ')!Q£!otet £1.1~ in 1.\!!d !2s.:ton• oanh in fi Cotter; 

wt~2:' Sn !ht Psi §P:l!M!ft• M4 fue !n LiU!o GifA!Wl• ln a 8t'UO vo 

oould ea:s tbat the vhol ot the ~t§! • is about th~ tour eltlllmtmto 

tlb.OISe myoterioue union aaoe lift') ' t l al ~ th l'e io a dt.ngf't~ that 

th1e night 1-0b 'CA ~isiontU7 momenta of tb noons~ ncpoosis. .At nrq 

to. thn ~l~ntu fbno'\ion agd.n in t ho 9!a£te'tf, nn th 7 did U1 De, 

Vaf'!*' Len! 1 in en ambS:vn.le~t tatthlon. In B9irn1 Do~ 'b 'vibrant air• 

1& th el . t tllr01J8h Wbicll oohoos ~ 1M4 o~ to a mo ~nt ot tin1ont 

~ vhioh in ~ time r a7 bo oonquored. Blat 1t le alno th v bicl& 

on Vhich a.ll t~pting o.nd doooptiY• m~n ancl vo1coa uo c~o4t 

fho o~ ehadov in thn tuno~ dlmeo , 
~ 1QU.d l m flflt of tho ditJoonso :\e chiln(lt''fh 

AM it. in 'tho homo ot tho 'oo1d w1n4 / !het blowo ~to~ en4 eftar t1n\e'' 

.~at t1on ot unheal tb3' eoule 
Into the tndo4 air, 1he 11orp1rl 
Drivton on tho v1m1 ... 

In . et Coker th ~biva.l~nc, of the ~~>~h ~bol 1e =oro obri.ouet on ong 

hand 1t in th,q el ont ot •nunn and. 4ellth ' , thn plMft of 'bu%'1al, on th~ 

oth'r 1t le aonooiat od with all th~ na~)l rh~hm6 of ~wtb n~ deoay, 

rma. ot crovth from ~~ 

Old etono to new build.i.n«t old timbd to nnw firo.e, 
Old f'1t-os to o.ebos, and aohes to th t!arih 
Which io 0.~ ft eh, fur cmtJ. :fM 8 08t 
lonft ot men and b st, comatalk nnd l eaf •• " 
~ ~f'\Gt, loa ~ ot, liftn4 ill countr,y mirth 
Ririh of thottft long eino~ undar e.rth 
ltour18ll112l! tho corn • 

.A.t thf' &nd ot ~! CRJY1£ the t.N l':lt>nt t'2:'cm 1.G"rl4 to aco prepu'f'e u• f'or the 

rqoboli ot 'fltn Pft% Sal!Y!•J and the IDOVO!UOnt throU£h 'th w.at vnt~rs' 



is a mov:omont 'tovarite t a turthor union,. a deeper c01llam1on • J but it ie 

through ' tho d.ezk cold ud tho ntlpty deaolat1on• , ~tt1rlne" MO~J)teno(l) 

ot M MO tie WD.7 1n order to roo, 1Vtl fJpiri.tual 111\\tlino.tion - tJUgeoetiv~ 

alao tha t the do th itself Which follows old ft68 in tbo n~ to a n~v ltt~J 

and a n w illumination. 

so thG aoa baoomoe both an imas~ at detJo1at1on and • e:~Qbolic GO'I.U.'e" 

ot mystic illw:d.rotionJ an empt~ea with t ho prm'liee of Mnoso1 thi 

!mo.ao of 4on.th but c lao the source of lif • Ruch of thie lbiwl~noo 

is ~lioit in b PFJ( §al;nsnp, whe~ ths eoo• like t~ tao-nux with 

ita d.rittill« ftOOkaen ot mnn•e livoa, •touoe up our l oaeoe• 1 but aleo 

toeaes Up ' Xts hinte of oarli 1' tUJ4 other ~~A.tion ' • boin3 t he eleomt 

froiD '\tbioh o.ll lite oam • So •"~r, an ln !ho Vaete Larlct, functione 

Btlbl~len~ly ns An oaent of 4oet1"UCtion and a 'brt.~r of ltf~ l and •'M.mo 

tltet 4estl'07e .. ie timn ~o p~ort / L!k tho rlvor -. . •a tb" etnp to 

th~ ~•t; • ooant®t a thod ot pc~d.ox ie a sbort ollt' . PiMlly • ln 

t.ittl Gi,d.d1!¥f thfi ~ of tiro 18 UtJ 4 mo~ thM atlbiftlentlyt boinc 

(with t hn poes1blo tUCOftption of Wl\~er) tbfJ tl0£1t tnditioMl cmd un1Vflm a1 

of th~ ftl «=l.en'ts ae n 811Dbol1 ita Qmbolio OOJU1Dta.tionn M'e at 1 ot 

~~ld. I-t ie Ul ~ont ot deetNction ( ·~~ 4..~ detv~ with the tuck~z­

ing tonguo ' ), o~ puriftoation ( • that :roftninn ftre '), ot llluai»ation ... 

And (tlow aore illtt\M o than blaa~ of bmnoh, or baeinr, 
stun th• chmb Qirita no rind• but pentMJOot 1 tun 
In tho 4na tii:M ot tho :fM'»• 

And eo 1t ts tlleo tbe pcmt<'40iJtnl tirtl 1tonlf, th firo of th., Spirit• 

of divine love\'• 

'lbe olem.-oet indioo.tion that th incl usion ot tho tcmr tmditloMl 

ol«::14'lnta wae not unoo.nsciou& is tb(' lyric at th bc-girmirlg Qt M.1,ttl 

Gidcliy U; uhero all ~our olemente .- e•en 1tl th~:ll" deaU\\otiv~ 

ca.paot~. In addition to "h~ir mb:l:nlm t ue~, t h.,ir :tunetion co.r be 

al so to impart a fruJling of llboltpoap to "h., untv " "' ot 1he c;ert .. tsa in 

tho 8Mt) va7 'tbe.1 Joyo del1bt'ra" ly wove imnsotJ of th 11'Gri()Wt arte , 

orafie, eo1Pnooe and o\her dcrpartmcmts of l~inlt into the t~:dul'tt of 

l!.lus•! in ol:'der to p:roduo 1n t h ~endott o o ne ot ooeplntent eo and 

CO!tlprcoh~nei'YttnotJG when contnr:tp.latirJB the unlvero pmconW in tho nov~l. 

Of t he t~oa or rooone111.ntion nftectod in ''Uiot' o handlillB of his 



-146--

qtnbolt11 two 1n partiO\l.l.as- etNld out t\8 ma3ozt t. n~e ot bia p~reowl 

:m;vtholOQt tho :rooonoilSJ'lg ot movf.!lt2Gnt and stilln.at:~t Nld th~ reoonc1line 

ot tiD: o.nd tiol\loosn &lh Jfatu:to.lly the tvo tn.-,n of rocono11i>::\t1on 

are fJODOtillns 1ntlma:tsrly ftl&'l~d. 

UUoh ott~ Q!H1 tt is oono rna4 tflih aav ~t. In Elaoh pom 

th(¢n ie tmOt1on in which o<n!le tom of mwnmont or ~~lliJJB pl ye 

n pZ'Omir.wnt pnri• in pumii Xo"on a d.oso"nt inw thl" London Unu~ 

b4:'000A8 also a d"ac nt into thr. neootic ' a t df!.l'k Digh'l', Nl4 'hi a 

app ere l6ft1n in Naat 9*!1'J tn 12M- I!!:( §nlYMaG ,, havo th" ~"11~r8 

both by train tmd oo"'an 11Mr who Bftt \U'gnd to • t aro torwa.M t t an4 in 

Jri!'U OWU!s oomca th4 • cle:ld pllt:E"Ol • ct the air-ftld wara~n tu'l4 hie 

•trJ!lilia~ compound ghon' in tho atr.-ets or London. JUt it a in t".Ort\ 

compl<'Z pw.~o~e 1bnt the ~oooMillo..tlon with etillnose 1e c.tt~tgd. 

Porhapa tht'l ®at i:aport"Ult ia Dumt ltorton U • In thiA section both 

pa.r\a, the 173!'1e With the ti.sht ~ and tb." looe• l.T cl.ie~iv 

PQB0a«I)J nttc-mpt to &1Vo e~eelon to e. tutUO Of etill.Moe 1.n motion 01' 

action 1sl stilln"ea• Of 'Ut-e llric ~ond P~eton wri.t st 

I~ ln a 'rieiM ot th<l ordored uniVf-ra• 1n vhioh a09' cmt t.roo 
~ pt\1"\ of 1~ to BDOth ~ e a so t!'ftot"\lesa that 1 t is mgt 
mo'r'<"Dlant o.t all, 1U2d it 1• tb.ft whole of which -.m a.~ conaciOUI!Jt 
;not the pari., • StZ'ODg tH"tU!,._imp1'ei!I810M Vhioh UO norma113' 
~ri~no.,& ¥a !!!!2W!on u in theae [tho tusfl two 1~• 
rf'I81Bto~ !WUifiiT'lJ:t and 'Uta7 CU@'Br-Jet a thiJ.td eon tion -
4ft'Aotetd l'llO'VttiiOD • take 'this D.«J W".ly of :lmog1nin6 cx!at noe 
ou.ttdd.e tbs'\- a vq ot eum•trtin« tm.nt io ~t b7 'time lc 
Oontt\ln2!'00' • 

At tho b ~ of th eecond pru-t oomea on~ of Jn1ot ' a JtOtftbl 

~~ pbftaoat 

At tho &till point of t1vt tumihS wo~l4. Jfn1ther nosh DOl" 
n~ohl ... , 

tretther trom nor towardeJ n• the atill point, tho»• ~,., da.bc t-. 
Iklt neiihe:t a.r1'Mt nor ttOY=cmt. J.D4 do 110t all it t1z1t7, 
llhttro pnst and fu'l\u'o art~ gathercd. 11o1 th,..r movcnent trctl no~ 

towu'48, 
lfa:Lthor lltteent nor daolino ,- :.~t for the toiht, th~ etill 

point, 
!btllft voald be no da.tloe, a.nd. tb~re is only the danae. 
I oan onl7 ~' the~o w0 h&Yo boena bUt I CtUlD.Ot mq wh.,re • 
.And I ~~t aq t boll l0Jl6, for that is to. plaoP it in ti • 

1 'I'S Q}S!~t•• ~ {1946) \\• 15, fh~ &ppuent etforilf'eencss 
or l\sonl3dixtg mav~ent r~lnda ua ot :Dailte • s moda o'f ~sornt from 
uph&re w aph.,.1"e o:f Pa!'t'.tieth l"t ia no• co muoh a ph781oal aa~nt 
ns o.n Ulu1on of o.so nt pJ'Oduood b7 et ~- pstng into trion • G 
qo1t. 'i'ha" 'ri81oa ackee posolble kind ot novmDent. which is DOt 
the 4onla1 ot otillnoee. 



fho whole toJI'l'U()UII pauago appQtll'S to be an attempt to convey tht\ 

ennao.'tion, Yhtoh oom a nth th mot.\tlnt ot illund.mtion, of both c1 t oh­

ment ~ o.ll thitlea ant\ tbn ~S.U.e.~icm ot 1\11 thl~• hf'~ th(l 

J:ledlt~y of parsdox • fho 1aa8o of the still point tu:~s ue lmdk to 

2oriO\!m• whe:.ro 1 t appo&H iD •trtumpbal kroh • to ~etae the oonplota 

:roposo ot the OPI'ltml fteuro 1n contrast w1 'h th l"lllt~ of th sof"Mt 

fbdtt ie no lnttt-tTOg&tion 1n hi• oyee 
Or in th banda • qu1 t C't :r tho ho%'80 1 s neck., 
And the qee v tchM, wa1titlg, pcrc•i~t indift~rcmt. 
0 b144eft Ubd.o~ the doYf.\'B ~~· hidden in t~ turtle'• b%'9ast, 
11n4or th"" p l.mt~ at noon, undor the~ t(\r 
At th etUl poit'lt ot 11M tum1ng ws-14. 0 hlddnn. 

In thl'\ COIIIU)enion p1eo.,, •Difflculties o~ a Stn.tem:t.Gtl•, appe=-s a. ~1 t4!iti 

nth :r.-cponaiblliti a, f'o~ that ropoao. !he ~AZ7 tolt o us ub'a!ght 

lmck w J!tmt.!Jorion vt.n the 1~.tour~ movM~~ nt. !bo Ooriolan 

fiaur •ponke * 
0 bid.d&n urulel' th<'.. • Hidd&n Ul'ld.er thf!l . • • Wbttro 1he dove t tt toot 

r etci and locke d fOJ! a DOD nt, 
A still m~, :repoa ot uoon, eet undet' th• UppM' bztanohne of 

noon • e rideat voe 
~r th4:+ bnaat r• ther atmfMl by th 11 wind 1\ftd' noon 
!hn~ th• oyolame spr4!a4e it• rit.ge, therG t h ol(Jtlf).tie dtoopa 

wor 1he lintel ... 

SillilN:> 'bu.~ M~ 1dont1cal tmagors, appo.ftrltly ~1ot • • OOft'ela.Uv ot e 

aenne ot r poe•, oonriitu'$e the ~tt17 potflllt l¢e of Bumt llorion IVt 

!iae nn4 t.U bnll haY~ bUried the\ da1', 
'l'he blt\olt cloud oarr1 e th• IIUtl o.vt:J.y • 
Will the auntl01k1' tum to ua, rill th cl~Us 
SUD7 a.o.n, bond to UOf t~~>Jldril nnd epmy 
Clutch RDd oltbg? 
Chill 
r1neere Of 7MI bn ~1~ 
D<nm on us? Jftnr tb ~iaher'• vt:na 
nao nne1tQ1'ed l.iffht to 11gb.~, nnd. te silent• thf" li..J!h~ i a otill 
At th etill poin" of tho tumine world• 

fheee ~ ftt)\ ~ apt\cS.tie lml\goa ind.ic tirla a ~t of illuzim,ion, 

but porbapn thf\ Mne of rapo follown r&aturall.J upon euoh " moocn·h 

1n OilY ~ at \hh)' o.r oonnr.ot•d to aomta o:dt<Dt 'b1 th" • otill point t 

phrt\e wbioh in ~ l1oa;:!231 Il 1.s pnrt of tb att~• 4 cxproeeion of 

detaebrncnt nnd roo~1lbt1o~. 

'1'ho union t4 mov 11' Nlcl. etilln~ co.ntainfld tn thin taac n'lktta 

1t pm1culnl'l7 't'alunbl to 11.1ot. the notion ie of tl ' math(ltlati.Oillly 

~point' whiob ~ ~ ut the oentr& of a tum1.nc! vho'l or 
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ot aey rC'VOlTlng I:OV'fltl8tlt. ~h4> mov~nnt of~ point on tha oiroum­

~~nce of a epilln1ne tth<tOl or r(Wclrtnn cli•c 1a dopend nt on the etill­

neoo of the oont1'JIJ point J and c.lao, a1ntwt on side ot tho who 1 1!(1'1 

d01ftl while tho other mov~e up, tho oppoai tA m~vecente t\tte r~noilnd 

in th aotlonlaaozu• e ot t ()('IlltZ' poUt • So th~ ~ of oiroultU­

mov~ent1 eo ott n S)'lllbol1o!ng ~tll:lty (a& in th vb1rlwind ot 

•oeontion*) ~ t\leo ermbolis or«~ aM. rooonciliation. StillJ'l • 

a.tl4 movom~nt era ~ono1lcd b3' tho ~ of th~ •world • wh1oh ~lv~ 

With oonota.nt mov~ent •" th ciroumfttl'f.lno e.nd P.<d'.P•tu 1 atilln eo &t 

the ct'ln~. flhie t"xplains t he ~eelble' ot l"t\solut1on whiob le ~ 

b7 '\be whirlpool of Th~ ~99!1 i!BS tv • Phlolx:Ls 18 npp:roo.ohina the etill 

point t t- ocntJ:'Ct, and eo ~eeinS • tho etagns f4 llill nga and 3'0Uih • in 

the roturn to a aqmbolic no. to ot itmooonce 3nd pc ce • lt e.lso azplnit'le 

tM snnH o~ rnsolution which l!;lmt Irorip~ lY t'\"'kt'!S• 

'lbo in ~ ot rrcono1l14tion 'ri th which tho we:na!t aro 

oollCQrnod in tbnt ot tim~ With t~loaen•••• !bo univMme in which th1• 

roconoiliatlon takos pla~ 1a not nttr&l7 th universe ot anr o~ 
~radition."ll DT'bolos;r, not GYP»· toot ot orthodox Cllnetio.nl~• it is 

»~CUlitu' to llltot in ita parU.oulfl1t l~e of thought and patt eme ot 

1J!r:aBor;r • Anein:tlt ~· hallow.d by Ufl86 t fNCh • ~h.,. :ros , th~ fir~ 

t'Lnd. the dove, elM not ltmiti')C} to th ir batt!tional oomota'tiona 1D 

Obrl.etian Uteatur9t 'th 1r eignitica110tt 1& d..,.<.'lopcd lUld ttttMd.o4 

w1tbin ~o framot«>J'k of th P<Jl'SOMl mytholQD with ito deln to a v rif'ty 

of IJoUref-tO• ftn tiro of P~ooout.- f'~ ~"11>1 , iakna on n. new w,a..l th 

ot mec.nintf t~ iia tl8GOeiation riih Dcwta•a r.t1ni.llc fir~ ot thxt 

efJ'II:"tlth oom1o6 t Y11h tht\ buming of th lioseue shirt, tmd w1 th tht> 

tiro ot tho &man b«<b"r• SiaU.a~l7 tb lnOU'J'1!t,tion of thf' Chrietian 

~loey 1fh1oh reconou~e tir!l.., wi~ ...,t~t1t baa its •an1na t-~Mdod 

by ita aeeociat1on with tbr p:r~1p1e ot inoa~ tiah tho.t iot eMa o:t 

work in hlo visionn.J7 moo.ent t n~dl of which ta a 'pcd.n-. ot int•n-eotion 

of tb. ti110l~:ea /With tirllc' and th hf~r& in eonae ~ ino:mmtion 

nsperiencn. 

I._ i a not uu thn' ''nlo nain p:reoo~tion of th l,av ffi:t!l't t e, 
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10 th, Obl"iatitm dootrin ot tlrno o.nd. etemi 'b' •' 1 !heir main p1"*­

ocoupat1ou ia no1 a dootnno ct all, bu1i n p~blem ( th<l &turQ of tw 
itsaolf) and a kind of r,zperi~ (thn vtotl~t of' illumination) Md thn 

~lationabip between the two. In the OOUl"Cc of vozttirlg out thia l'Vllt.\tion­

ehip, Jliot 1nrN1tab17 touoheo on the Christian wtion o~ time and ot~r­

nityt but int10fu e.e thtJ dootrin~ iteol~ cl.oee not r s latG th• titv"--pzoblom 

to tho vieion&l'f mom•ntn 1 t ia t\01; hie l)Ort'Gdil16 ~e f) • 

!he pl"'bl aDd. tho t-JtPeri()nco ocntion..,d aboT ~ uaunlly oltmrlY 

;&lrt\Mnied bl tb fi1'13t pan ot oaoh !J19£!ntt :ptlriiculul-1' in t~ tint• 

Tho ~~te• dmiltU-:lty to cht'm'bc~ tnltio btu~ often bo<'tll ~ed on, 

and hero in ~t Borton l, in the firnt movement. ae it ~~ th~ 

• first wb3 ot • hin"• at tho pt-Cbl M1 th1l • $-'eond. enb3~ • p:roeonte 

~o e~f!l'ionce . \'hcl &f)l)eo'\ o:t th" p:roblNn s"at l"d he:re is that lf tho 

pusago ot tlQQ 41et~ehir28 paet h'olll pX'tlsent Md p~~nt hom f\ltlU"CI! 

iE' 111ueoey • thn. t 1o1 • tt oll time 1e ot orfJQ.ll3" P1' sen'' , theh • All 'titJW 

is ~4, · bl~. • Yet IIUoh e conolueion ppe9ft to be c1 nied. bq the t&ot 

thl)t one ~ t xp~:r1enoe motten'tC§ of illwrl.natiol\ wbtoh sharply dlet1rl8U1ch 

the tiDJe ~foH thMn t.l'Qil t ho time at~r thm aitapl)' b7 their Vt'!'l.7 

0¢CUl"reMO (h~ ¥e pa&8 to th~ 1'981 Of th po ) • Ol'l\Jlt4!'<\, then, tha~ 

the passas of timo 1e not an lllue1on1 hov cnn th 

with t be1Jt :Pfl$ling ot d•ta.~t f'rom tb~, :plae• am 1':'CYVetaent• b(\ relnt&d 

to tht' oriinal'J run of 4 117 lif lfi th 1 ta · oppro~tel'h oon~iouanaer.s of 

paet twd tutt1r ? Tbie ie thC' problfJJ:l not cnl7 of ihf\ rest ot !!mt 

Borton but of tb · roat of th Q!!£lotet and ~lated 80lutiona (lN otf'~rod 

to it. I't is shown tha.t tho solution lif9e to o. lacr~ ~~nt 1n tho V Ar:J' 

t aota llhioh poat~~ th~ Pl'Qbl«n. For ine~e, it i a OD1T thtt paeaap of 

':lm0 ~t s:w..luts ~17 poss1ble , Cln4 it te ol'Uy ~ugh tlt:00%7 thGt 

~ at nll of tb;, visi011tU'7 e.J».,ri~'Den mo.)' bo retained wbC"D the 

mom~t hae pnaa d1 

OD17 1n tih oan thtf momMtt 1i1 th& J'Oao-guden, 
Tho ~ 1n tho arbour ._:re t h rain b t, 
fttn moo nt in th ~UBht7 ohuroh at smok"fall 
Be 2"tM!lcmbcrodt im'ol-ved Yith po.fJt end futuro .. 
Only thMugh tinle ttmo is oonquorod. 



AnOther· ftY o~ tlSMPf't ~om tbe timw-rid.don vo~lil io tb:t'Ough th~ p.1'actic~ 

of a scvo~ aBOee1t.J, th& emb~eil'JB ot •hat darknoaa which itJ tho subjt'Ot 

of J30n! Il2£!0B ni a.nd PUt. Ookj,r In.. Y~t 11 iu no1; in f'sct·. a diffor~t 

t~tq at all, elno~ 1 t mA3' lead to t.h,. w.wc illurd.nt:t.tol!'7 expert~no4ltat •so 

tht~ cla3.icneoo tdlall be tilt" li&htt and thfl ctUlllf1;SS thfy clanoing. • !he 

c~tio WtJ.7 li~• in the ase general pattfll'ft of dea-th Mel robinh, doect;lnt 

and ascent, thn.t J."'®.rB throUghout Wliot'a nl'k au tho implicit WA:J' o~ 

~lvn.tioru to bo born one met 41o, to atioond to licht on~ mu.$t doacond 

to da.lkneaet •Our Ollly httalth is th() dis.a-8(}' J •to be reetorGd, our 

td~ae must grow worn' a •tt to be val'l!l-ed, tlwn l muot tree.ma' t the 

va7 to knowlflde't.t lios tuough 16norancot tb.~ 'WA7 to posnJooaion li~o 

throuch clil\l)Oss asion. fi.l& po.l'ruioxfts of th" atJe~t.ie 1fa3' aro tho prop"rt~ 

C)f St. J'ohn o~ the Cross { oep~ially ~oee a'tl tb"' ~nd .of :Je•t Coker III) t 

w't of OOUX'U6 they rom onl7 a part ot the e»t:tre mrtion ot paftdod.onl 

reoone111u.tion vhiol~ undul!et~ tlw \Ud.vo~e ot the 'Wol.'k. In & uonso, 

tbt:~%'3f'or-., it io more w ncraclitue than. w Chrietie.n orthocloZ¥, Danto 

or ~3t. John of thtJ Oron that 11w priftte ~log of the Q!!t;\ots te 

ind.obtod. 

'l'h;a tille-Jl'id.dtm ecmtinuWn al2.ti 1ho t~leca lllOileftt ma'f b& r~ncilfl<i 

thx'oueh o~b~r ways in addition \o th~ uc~ ot o-ory and. aeootic d1ecipl1n• 

In tho aupt~rf:lcia.llt pointlees cJelea of birth, UoflT and dea~ eM M'S 

rocogniee (at thG vieiona%7 mo~~ent) a ~~ba and o. ;a.ttarn- ant 1t ie 

'\lbroush these tb.G.t t~ reaohee into that 'Wbiob is no-t ttl»~ • '!hoe~ who 

have ovffr been ' I OGPUB tho fi.ytb11.u • in th.,il" 11Vill6 in 'th{l living 

eoa.sone• ha.v" bz tha1 pat'lc-!'&)(1 :tl~bm J'GdooJn$11 tho oyolio pJtOa.ss hom 

futility. It ia pat"orn, too, 'Nhioh nnabl~o work& of art to be bridgos 

btttlrf!Gn tine and th~ timeless, &iM~ pattf.\l'n can be 1M.o:r.um4nnt of timr,. 

Only by the !'on, tb.e pat.t.m, 
Can words or mu.aio reach 
\'he etilln&SSt D.G C. Cth~ae ~ f!till 
Doves porpetuallr in ita st1llne~~. 

!he ~tion of u. pnttc:t?n in thinp o:r- ovortta is thue o. n thod of 

roconoillng tim~ ~nd timelee.ncsa. Xnaafar ae it 1$ euoh a pett~rn, 

hits"or.Y givfln mrtnnin6 to oth•r.fi.fJflt e.~bitrary ov~n'tth If "o eao ever:~ 
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ll!Omen\ ie a .ne11 and ehook~ / Valuation ot all v bav... booa • ) 1 the 

fJVn-q oTont '3 1tsalf aa;nm~ tb< t;tUI.\lity of tiaele&lltle&lh 

A. people 'Without hieto17 
t• nat ~d hall tu-, ror htnoey tu a ,attorn 
Ot t:l.aolf"ee aomonta. 

fo pe a patt m in »Ut oventa ia to 'capture • th t and to raoogftisf'l 

in 'thna a meenine which tmnso nds tht~ tit! .. p20c &t.h 

I-. fll)em& t ~• on~ boooJAeS oldor, 
!'bt.d thfl -pari b.ae nnoth 1" P"tt m, and o ee• - be P.. me:ro 

GoqtlGI\09-
Or qrcn 41Jv(-1op.nt• th lattnr a panial fallacy 
'llnoo~d bt su.pel'ftoie.l .not1one of ovolutiont 
1l1ob beoom~•• in the popule.r mind, & a an of d1ttowning th.ft past. 

h~ 1!% Sal'!M!,! lCJ lugel;y n.bout th& 1mpttaa1bilit)", ~ folly of t~, 

to ditcnm th po.•t or detl,)l' ito rttl~nnc to 'h Pl' Mnt. This la a felon 

eaoa.pe ft'o thC'! tim -continuum. lt is lSk prot nd1Jl6 th~t booaunt.l the 

r1v.'\r bu bt-en ha.tno•aed to thft noedfJ of a 1~ob.t1t)l<>sicfl1 asn, it cnn no 

l~r ep~d doetruotion tluooueh tloodts. Other va10 of diaownS.rJs paet 

ana OTtm pqchcnnsl181lll aentionod in Put V. m.tot ilupli that to 

ehuttlo oft r GpQrud.b11111 tor pn.at 'UU1. tu.tarf!' ie to Stoktt th,.. pr~eont 

mfln.ningleoo. !ho prennt moment onl7 po•~e" tJ 1 ttl e!«rtiti~...no ( un-

ttrndod Ae it \lSWlllt is b7 the illua~ti:ng Yieion) b1 boUlg wovon 1n'to 

the pa:ttorn of pnot ana. t'utu.r • ltJJ Protrton sayo in 8'.1 ~1ntng tho 

thought of anothnr ~,_,t ( e't Ookf~} 1 •pr..-o, .. nt bwnt'n lifo tU'ld aohie"1'1o­

ment ia n9gligiblll c~o•pt in l:'"lo.tion to •h p'ltt"'l'll of lif o'f t~ ,lholn 

ro.oo'. 2 And llltea~th D~v a 1$ 0'1 -.~.. 'two N.•~flte, 'Ea.n OMnOt 

diaaooiato hhltrolf from the bloodct~ ot hi• primi,.iv •ne .ot17 ,&s. 

ug ,f,ttJ.!Mfj,~t M7 mort' than hoD tho oneeonnl tiln~cle [j I! Cdr.oiJ•. 3 

1 fhis idea thnt th~ pa"tem ia modified b1' ••'-7 nw addition to it, is 
a fn.TOUl'it~ on,., of' Jliot' •• and a.pplioe to hi ~ouebts on 11t$1"0t~ 
tt.IJ well ao on histo%7• and on th. rolatiorl b-.tve.n th• tlfo t '-the h.lato­
rica.l sene involves a pero1JPtiont not onl.7 ot thtt pe.atnoao ot tho pae.t, 
but of ita p1' ••no •• • with a f elif16 th:Lt the whole of. the litt\J'O.ttlrn 
of ~lm fl:ooQ n r .... has a aimultaMou.e ~attn~ and coapoee\O a. 
•imUl t a.MOUts ordal". !Phio hi torioal eenB~" t wh5.oh i.e a Sfi'Dee of tb 
t.ir:lalttSB cus well tJ ot the tot'l,POral nru\ of the t1J:tnlee:o nnd. of th~ 
teapoftl togt'\thd t 18 what !llaktts e 1fM:t .-.r trad1 -tional.' ''rhe oxiatill{? 
tlO~~· tom an idenl ord.ar amorw ~0 lvee, which ie t:J041tiod b1 the 
introduo'tion o~ tho Mw ... woxk ot U"t PlOntf th u. 'W!! whol, esietlf16 
ozd~ we~ be··• altc-reA ... ·the put 6i/ t\lte~d by tho pruont ne mueh 
n• the preao.nt ie ~tM b1 the paat .. • (lt1•qttd ,!!6:1.lS.. PP• 14• 23.) 

2 ·~our Q!!ri•!!• !eh!!!J!!! (1946) P• 24• 
3 ~ -~ • !11S?t 1 'l'hn 'DoRA£m of hie Eoettt ( 19 50) lh ?.14. 



lto CtUUlOt !org-("t 

'Pb.e backlrol"d. look bf!hind th.o tJatU'Mo 
ot r.JOOW.ed bieto17, the backval"d ha.lf'•look 
ovor th~ '1'houl4 ll't toWArds the prlmi tiv t•rro~. 

Sino~ thft pn.ttcmf'ld f'ot'ma of art tnt\,- prorida brid&es bo'tw .n t~ 

ana tht' tU.leae, tlliot att ts 1n 'ht~t ('WU"t ttt ~o o.ohieMt eu<Jh a brittgo 

as w~ll n.e diaouoaing it. As tn tho Jlt\•~X'D$ of th~ d.antJ~ ~h~ ond. And 

th b4'81nnbs ooinoid.e, 80 in poo"Z7 1 u ... lf 

bat V Ml.l tho bqi.mling ia OftAn the eM 
.And to mDko :~.n t~nd is to male a btl"ginnilsg. 
!he EJnd ie wh"re we atari n-om. And r:tYerg phft~ 
.And so~f'no.- tha t b riaht (where ••r'¥ word :1.11 tt.t home, 
'loking ita plno8 to eupp<>rt thn othnra, 
!he word n.eithAr diftident nor ootontatious, 
.An enq OOtUac~& ot thtt old a.n4 the n llf 

\'ho oo=on word xaot without wlsari -ty, 
~ fo%'111&1. word. pr fto1ee but not p~tio, 
~ complote consort danoinQ togethf!r) 
1lr'eJ.7 phrae:zo end f#f"1:1 nt,..noa ie nn rm4 e-.nd n bt"ginniJlB, 
'1V~ por.o an epitaph. 

'1'h$ l'C'o0ono1lilltion of b~ Md. •nd ~~ th 1 8') ot a patt('ftl 

ia Oll of thf-t ~7$ in vhioh niot U OS t~ral tf)X'f,te to f!llgllflt detach­

ment hom tbo tim pl."Oooee. ~thttr te th,..,. deNio• ot tuBing tb eoncone. 

!hie 1a Bon .. in thn lyrlo of 1!Jt • .2ok!r ll ( •nat ie the l ate- J'o'vm:~bo:r: 

doing ... ?•) nn4 n.t tho b 61tmtns of Littl, . Gtddins Vitb 1te •ru.ctvinter 

spri»{t' . 'l'h• OOf'l\tt ia 'SUsptmd&d. in time"~ ' t 1't io 'not in timo'e OO'Vf'nant'. 

'lbft at~l'lB a~net.l ot ~ apan troll the po.ao~ of tim~ 1a enhanced 

by tha ~net that ' 'l"horo 1e no O!lrfsl\ tlllell / 0~ ~oll ot living thing. • 

Proeton wri~e of this p&a=got 

We ~ ordinarUy ava~ o1 thct paeein8 ot t1DA in tivt p1'0ooee1on 
ot the OG:lSOilaJ but here thor ie n Utu:lei"<try momont of lfintf!'r 
which aee.o like spri.ns, o.r:ul in th1• tmion f4 opposltf) •musone, 
1l'l tho suopcmoion of fitle a.nd. space t wo ha.v~ a mouiont, tt. eo.m\1 tion 
whloh eeem timeloae. 

Fim.ll7 ve rf\tum to ~ Sraapo th~tt sro co2!'l'Qlati•n ot th'l QCX!loftts 

of 11lur:d.1lat1on. If th a are Mt apt>r~he1J4ed aa p J"t of pattem ot 

t1oole$SO ~n.te, their nxist('ncf) 1• fl etitla• 'Ph '1' U'Q th..- pointe of 

1ntsreoot1on of th~ tim"l~aa With tiae~ but to trll"..ke ot tbftt'l, tn 2lftl ation 

to all o~nJ> motu~nts and ovonttt, • Cf)all~ PA,,. l'n, u a l:l3'Dtio' s 

oallinat •an ooeupation few th saint'. 01hAl'W!.aM -
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For cost of us , th•ll'o 1a only 'tho una\tC'nde4 
l cment, the mQIIitnt 1n and out of timtt, 

which doe• mt booome 1'1 ttoo into a pntte:m of' t1uoleft11 mom,.nte. Thfl7 

Are hinte on tho indiridua.l l ov• l t.Yt B ~r!tlo1plo nt work in th,. W'111'P.ree 

na a wholn. fh• 7 S.l"4l only 'hints ana. su srwe•' bu1 

'l'hfl hhlt halt guAt•a~, 'til«'" sift half und~H~ood, is Inoornaiion. 
Rc'o tho iapoaoible union 
o:t S»h~res of n•teno~ ie aotuol, 
:acre the peat end fu'\Ul"o 
,Ute oonquQ'9Cl, and reoono11(1d ••• 

Inon~tion 1e i'or Christian civilisation 

the u1 '\imnto ~bol of the union of aens• a.nd epiri t, the 
%10 olution <rt thtt pa.rndoxoD at 111.' .na dea.th, tim~ and the 
t!JleleeaJ a eymbol ot totali't7t ot wholeMee, to which all 
tim~rience 1a rolativ • But in th~'~ poama, it hna been 
tahown -.o b..- l\ J1~3,ple &O'liVh throushout tht' un1V~t"84h 1ftte 
ahatt .,, 1JUnlight., "h"' winter U.ptning, t ho wat l"fall, tho 
se.ut of tho wild thyr.16, ~ mwtic, aft all 1J::lt.)nJ'1'1D;tionsr 
that ia1 tho7 are all ~ tny1s1bla en~rsJ maniteettng itBol t 
1n tb.,. ph•nomorm of sen•• • 

'l'h'l begets aaeoo1""tod with tho tWill~ti.1 of illutsb~tion, thtta, ~ 

o.leo 1n . U.ot'B pe1'9onal 11\Vtholog the oo~l6t1voo crt the 1den ct 

Inc:mr=tion. 'i'he pnoral pat~me of dea.th-E.\ld-~obiriht cleece.-n~-fld­

aeo@nt, Which he htu:a adnpt"'4 t%'OI'l JQJ'thologioal 80WP0ne in eo J:l\10h ot 

his work, mn.ko it not IJ\U"pll'ieina tha'\ hio O'IJB JQ'tholog1M1 po.ttom o~ 

iderl t\!ld i.mngt; ehould include the notion. Por in tb prinoipl• ot 

InoU'nt\t1on. all oppoaitos a.J'n r-tJconoilod. 



COUCL1fSlON 

It will bo ol.mr by now tM.• 'tU GUb,3eo~ of enl%tion (and. •truo• 

ox- •talao• m.othods of at\nS.~ to it) bae bf!en e. oobstlt11t int rAst of 

iliot•~ .... and that hie 'Vnrio® USI!fB ot mathe bav~ been oloSGl~ :related 

to this p~tion. Be ban dealt vith mtult nspeoto of oolvntiont 

se.l"ttll.tion from et~rility in $$XUO.lt eooul tUld ~JPirltu..'\1 l.ifet sal.~tion 

:t.rom a :pe~l ft:teline of sin el\d ina4ettnae7 J tml.vntion troD tho world­

v~nr.an bN\lSht about by a ~flSo of th~ tranot ··nae of thi.ness ealvation 

hom thf\ oppronsion .of guilt Md foa»J .Uvntion f1'orA th~ sons• of 

moo~lNnm~oe ~.na tutilit;r 1n an inGxo~bltt time-cotttlmlWJh As there 

art; moJ\T thin8a to bn aeved t~, eo tht)l'O aro oon;r pattf'lme of St\lvetiona 

'but thaJnll lu.wn n ~o pnttt~m 1n oozon. .u4 it io th:l.$ b eio 

pattcm which is fJU8gee1od to ue b)" tht.\ ftt7tholog1Ml 'IMI!los wbioh miot 

oaplQN"S. 

'J.'ho ¢0llp9.ra.t1ve SDJtb.Olo67 uader~ ftt.2 lh)8t'\ Lt!.ntl (wb1ob o.htodntN! 

n1ot • e ~~ption 1nto tb9 Oh\rl"oh) can bo ~1rl3 olosol7 cor:rnlatol tli th 

Christian myt;holoQ"' D tl'841-.:1on of thn incarMtion1 death nnd rtJOUlTQOtion 

of Christ. lndaed hie face is n pert ot tl\(1! multiple ta.e~ of thtt Rt'I.~Nl 

God in thf) PQelh fho aamo fV'DOl'nl outl~ 1e oommon to both tho Oosp~l 

ruld. th(! t~111tJ" ncythts of Adonis, Ord.rie and othon. ~ dift'oreneG 

in th~ ease ot tho Ohri.otie.n lrlcam:t.tioo it!l tbat it is un1quo and 

h:S.etor1oa1 , and tranec.Dde ~oM. of f i t'tirlg into tbo no~l oyclie 

pattern of' 8"~ratton emd doo~. This <lU'f"P.ren-ce beoom~s im'pcmtrutt to 

~U.ot l atttr, but 1n Thg Wl'l..e!~ Lp.p!! it is tho Ohrii!J1iM m,th•e aimilttrit;v 

of cmtliM vhieh is reloVt~nt. Tho aytholOSlca.l world of j!h-li29nf'!s&:\r1 

eo olo.s <tlJ r~latod to »:mt • St rmrnale a pntt'-"m which mq bo rougbly 

~ u.p in th,. f'0%1liU.lt\ • descent""'(lnd.a$OMt t - IJUiMQstivo of th aha.pn 

of »nnt~ • & ~ 1n tho COJn2'M!• 'l'bo oponker ~'* f'X}).orionan is tl\A 

aubjoot of .&Jh..W<ldn~!SAY; un~oe 'ho pztOcess of ' h1tU.ng rock bottom • 

1n Pari~ li ( exproaned tU0ugh the 1tlagtt ot th& stripping of tho bol'l~s) t 



tU'ld in~ III oor:toe ~i} Q'lll'bolic nsoent. !he p tten~ io lllso oloarly 

ono of death tollo,ed b1 a rmoval of lifeJ and ot vithd.ra~l t.rom c 

gudon (•wb~2't' u-~a tlowoJ.t, tmd cp1'1nga flow•) to & desert, followed 

b,- t'()t\1m to a garden. A lnrg lMOnt of tht) ruartoto is tho pa:ttnm 

of n&ontio disoipl1no and vieio~ 1llumin3t1ont th impl1~tion belns 

that asootio withdrawal gtvos m FU'l.1llg to thn vie10lln.l7 momt-.nto f'Jtpat-ieno(lld. 

CUld lOOk poosibl th" ()ecun~e of further visiomr,y m.oacnta ( • so tn~ 

dtuitneco f!be1ll be tho liGht, end tbt-a stillnGO& the dancing•) • ASain th~ 

rlqthm is onf' Qt with<lrawl o.nd S'etum, tm4 tru. aeoet1c 'death• of tho 

• an•a• ia followed b1' a. 1"0n~nl ot tho life of thCJ epirit. '1'ho sAI:l~ 

snno~ 1~~ ot de~~ na a b:ingor of now 11fe ie found to some oztrnt -

but leas obviously ana loss promi~ntly .. in t)V) pl.ara. The death ot 

!homnct tar example , bi'inse about ~ ron&wal of apUi.tuAl litG in thr.t 

WOIIl n ot C3ntorbury. 

Doath lendc ~ rebirthJ a.aoent l ea® to aeo nt t v:l.tb.drtlwa.l loa.d$ 

1o .. etum. !'be rqthologi~ ·patt~ thus h.ve 1n COJDDCm a l%t'l.Ot"r 

patt"'m in t~hioh all 'thttee oppoeit"'e •~ r eoono11 ct. .ADd b7 th~ N'ld of 

th ~t te ~~ see thnt it ie th• prthoipl~ of Inc~rna,ion which 1~~ 
' 

nll thoee oppoo1totu 1n that prinoipl.._ lios th~ reooncilia.tion of a-11 

the ~~oo"c1lia\1one. 

lnoarnnt1on ta, aa !Uee ln'cv sr-3'8, tb~ 'rooolution of thn pnftdoxos•a 

and sinGe •~ pa3l'adoxae point to WD31' of a&lv tion, th,.. prino1pl(\ of 

Inoa:z'J'JAtion ~B as thq 'factor common to all ~a of oalvntion. 

Jriotl,-, attlva:~ton doponS.a upon ~o reconciliation of all oppoeit s, 

includb2g tiJv. and ttmole&tmee•1 lifo and tleethJ and thnt 2l'POono111o.tion 

ie lDBdo poesibl b7 the prt»c1p1~ of ~tion • oot1Y<" throughout tho 

univnm •. 

lift hav~ aeon ho" Gliot baa m.q,do myt.bologionl th m e e.ncl :pottome 

s~l"V~ hS.tJ pln'pO'rJ() b~ fUnctioning ae Ordll"!'ing tlovioata. Dut thtr~ ~q cuoh 

more ths.n that 1 th y ere nds a a v 11 a.e '.:lOMe.. !l'Qdi tional mytbs u n 

now widely Used llO devioes to giv~ ordl'lr to po t17t they originally 

f!AV" ord<lr to tho vholn of ~1 Md privn.t~ liff' . It it!J no.tura.l 

~t 'h poet who ttf!Joke an ordo.red Vision ot lito should bo- a aooker 

atter tqths, o.nd no~ sur,pris ine that h fl ebould soaotimea oonetl'Uct h1s 



on. All ltq'tb.ologit"l'J Al' , broadl7 epoaldng, patto)ln. of nalvat1ort 

(11hothnl:t ~ death1 ch'ouehi• 41Geam~t etmliv or uin). 'lh t 1th1o ie 

flO ia ~·tod b~ \W. ~1 tOle of U'aditioMl ~he in \h 11-

rS.\uD.l oonten. And !n Jtliot •e p rsonnl t'l7tholog tb~ pa.tte=e ot 

aalvat1on depend on th• ftconotl:lAtiol'l of op'O-Oei tt1l 'ttl\iob tho In~t1on 

prinoipl~ umktta possible. 

In tho public, Obrietian, o~lo8:( which 1liot hu ibrac,.a, thnt 

prinoiplo 1a focU& d 1n 'th trtl41't1on ot 01'1 'U:ft1CJ.Uo h1ato1'1c cvont. 

Ite lUliqun ntltur& 4oM ftOt denJ' tho prinoiplo, but ma7 b seen a a tho 

tzanalation of tht'- prinoipl into hi•tol!linal t me. D.G •. ln.mee r fero 

to it as •th, tl7tholog whS.cb ia 41"1'1rutly eivf¢1 a. history' 1 'the 

~hol08'7 e=ct 4 in tittlJ thl'ough tlvt troe aot ot God •.. 1 .Alld aooordtng 

to 0 .s. ~wla th,_ ancient no~st14Ul ~ ~ enlr 1 se o1~17 

.f()(f{ln~ gl!111ge«'ff and lee ariiculate eQl"o8e1ona of tbnt oterna.l truth 

~lfld 1n tb. O%ltt ~tion-a 40n'hov' n1al v1ew, but .ugg~iv 

t&on we look ttt tho raJthologieal pe.tt~ usM b;y 1ll1ot. !'hie notion 

tlm• a ~h my be •a ~eal thoaeh ~~4 gl&am of d1vino buth 

~allin& on hl1'man ~·uont 2 t.'nWo%'C.es 'th• OUS8Ct8t1on that iUiot ·~~ 
•viof.oMz7 mota~tti' cue c.n EJttf)n'tial pa:rt ~hie » HOMl. I!J'tholo«tt 

tor of the • rqet;io ~~orit'tl'20ta too. we ro~Df'..llb<"r1 ho enya ·~ Bro 

orJ1.7 h:lnte an4 BUM!ltt •• I Uinta follovC'XI by eu••eoe' - 'INt 

1he hiftt hnlf sun• 4, th atn helf ~tood, 1• lnet\!'nation. 
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(P~ of publi tton 1a g1vea onl¥ io the aaea of booke 
not publiehod 1n Dri'hirt.) 

!be .P!SfJ vooct ( 1920) 

'Ulyaeos• 02!'4er, ab1. ~· · fk D~ LnV (1923) PP• 480-483 
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S'IWOPSIS 

,2hapter 1 - • t*h! cm4 Li!gX"a~ 

~ 4itfieulty ot tbe vord 'tq'th • is ~17 duo to 1~ ~AfJ.U~t 

oquo.tion •1 th tb& tV'l»tJ0&1(J procotm, t• lt$ vo.ri~ Ut;J • nnd to 

i vo Mll Un.ditionlll 

0J"f;b:s. .An n.'tt'Opted. d~finition ~ on ih• thco:r1eo of ftnlinovslt11 

0 e~ f\114. Jtms1 OO!!Cludee tb t JQ'the u 110n-logicnl in origin, :r•' 
not ps-o-logieal but p:retorlog10'11, and tMt th !J: functicn v:w to prov:l.4o 

th(t Vision ot a OOB!!I1o order cw vnll aa OllllOtitmD fo~ 'thtt mrd.ntenanof!-

of aooio.l ol"dor. 'l'heae two tu.n~icms h~We now b~en split, ao that Vt\ 

have ~ aymbolio 'n,ths' ot c.rt and t 1«eolog1cal •mytlila• ot politiGI!h 

In •alki.Jl« of 1he Tthe ot tnd.ividuA.l ntt(lra ft ~ uaing 'the word. 

111 a lil:litod but 1'~oogrdee4 aona~. t'b&ft a:M t h .. eytbo ~onl 

oonstruetione of olvilltt and Y~ate, tor 1netn:noe. ~t1onal ~he 

a.rG leo .td.-1~ uend in l1~t\re~. ~on when not a(!Oflp~nd litfm\1.17, 

th~r aoft'., ~ a J.lttNlS of impoeirlg o~:r <m onotic faP'-'ricnoo (Y :tta 

and sO!ll& nomo.ntie~S), att a repoeJ.to17 ot ld.dely-known a1nbola ttbich 

hcilita.t ~1aation (o.s. Lf:Wis), az1d u a a ana bot}\ of un1't'e l• 

iai.JtB panioulAr ohnrnot re a.n4 oV«mts, B.Dd of aohin'fil1(f a high <1~0 

ot ~prr-a~nion by ooo'binirtg ot.,tmnnnt aDA ~ont In OM (.foycfl *& 

Uluoots). 'l'h y o.leQ provid.G a link v1 th a ViBorcua trn41 tion in en 

n.ge llh n eo:DmOft traditiOJlO o.t'G ftaW an4 fcebl • 

flith th~oo conolu81ono in a111<lt th remaining ()b.llpters doo.l With 

'Uiot •e -mr:l,>Ue ~• of mythe Nl4 ri.tb hie eonetruction of an 1rttU.vi4ual 

TtholOQ;} 

CAApt r II • Bsintligle 

In moot of ~lio••• oarly pont1 - USCl of mytbe 4ooo not pl~ 

VOF:f it:lporlant put. Ao many lite~ aM biatos-ical f\llueion~ a:rtt 

uso.4 for pUJ'p-~e • of Uorde oontJ.~Get (tho alluoton. to Ant~ ar.td 

ClttOpAtra. 1n • ~' ) , ao attholoetelll allusiof:s are use4 hom tme 

to ti "le 'fl1 tb o aiailar end. in v1~v.. In '$Wt)Mol' ~t • th Thnt~ouc- \ 
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Ariadno p~ll~l })X'OViclee th1& bon1c contrnat. lfhtt c.ontrant hn1'o 1s 

not b<ltvcon -pMt gr.md6Ur an4 prof.\f!,llt soNidntJe$, but bPtunon the ~r 

of 'Ul idenlieod. vor-14 tmd ill aordi~os of the real w~ld. 

'h'Ut.rock • ~)tJalrl usas ~ytb lluoiono ror pu:poaoa of ironio contl'tl-et, 

but ho~ tho iron, ls a littl~ mora oonplox ewina to tho eGlf-oonooiousn~os 

of the u.ponk~r in tho oonolQSU$• A turth~~ ~ e of oompl~tN in~• 

Apolli.n!U! dori"f'otJ from. thn ambival ent atfi1 tude of th sp4)ctator vho 

deMri~s tho "c~ne. f1'h mythicml 11hgen ho:ro hl1vo " doubl~ad oftectr 

th y r.20olt • '1! .Apollin =t, but hlse h:lm to n statue which mokAC hie ho~ 

more ri.diculoufJ, ao th i th"' Uonio light 1n Which ?!r .Apolline% 1o sMn 

1a m>flenud 'by the con~at bf'1veen the two lf1!¥1g of bcmu. 

'Gerontion• is tbn firot po~ oapo.bl of in~rpJ:otation in t(tma ot 

a tqthfJlogiocl at riliv-t~riilit:r oppo&it-ion. fho at r111ty motif ie 

p~a ntt"d. 1n th~ imo.gna dftacribitlB Ouont1on'e Olftl &1tunt1rmt th., t~rtility 

motif, 1n th~ ~e nenooicted vith Cb%i.Dt. Ofn'onti.on'e own 8torllit~ 

i.e moMl, eaotiona.l t intell otual nnd so:t:aAl. !bo met'\hod usf'd curtic!-pat~s 

that of ft& Vnpto Land, but ln.cks ita oom,lote it:lp~>:mo!'l:llity. 

fM bt-st inb'oduction to fh.o tt:e!e LaD4 • e •othod i.e 'SWttcnq ~rtg 

th lU . .ght1net'J,le• •. !ho a~-l'oforone~a ~ ~ttn but uard to ratt'd.CIUm 

~ttect, Md the rest of th• pon= is so OOMtl:uctt'X\ ae to g1v0 their 

offect Ml powor when it' ia ~"ie$-4 in tho oloa1n& lin('ID• svoen07 and 

~C'lftllOn nrf! not fJf.mply oontreatC!d a:t fhr~enq'o f)ZJ?ense• the11" implicit 

identifica:U.on nllows th 1r death8 'to OOIJm~nt on eMh ()ther, tmroue.<JJ.rlt" 

uo tbf"t both deaths P-1"(\ imporinnt nn4 both deatb ue sol'did.. t 

unitne -tbmn USUl:let! ~~tttr relt)VatlC4" thftl'.l vbn.t d.ivideo th~m. ~ia 

hsion of nppn.1'Cllt oppoai tee into nn inohls1v v1e1on propP.rEta ue tor 

th uor..-t~ion.l, o.omprehe-rut1ve vision of fJ.'h~ lfagtc-- Land. Uoe of 

tha myth hna doo givf:'n Bliot a t"obnioal ndVnntae:o, M.<\bling him to 

unit precision 11ith ~o~ttvenoae. 

ohap;tcr In -!itt Jrgg!s !fPQ 

Lnok ot a. oom':lon b'ad1 ~:Lon ooounte fo~ t!Ueb of th btporton.,o \1liot 

a"uo-hea to ~· tlo exproeaou h1n <"..OitCP.m about this 1 ok 1n Af!a:r 

St~ . Ood,e. In his review of YWIS!! hn onthuaia.etici\117 d1.S0Uaerna 



J07¢o t a 1Vtb1oal. m thod nlld 'th ad'v'antngoa that I)O<ml~ 1'1-on 'ua~ the 

lftyth' t but hie ~muke ue core relevo.nt f;o hie own m thod in 'Ph ' Psto 

1:!!!,4 tbtlll to Zqce' e • '!bo theories ot peycholog1et nnd nthropologiots 

( oep aially .h'o.~&r) bad lt\8de tor tm ~ed oeli'-consoiounnooe about 

tVths, f.UI4 lot ~Pd. 1fl :l.t e!noe woh of vba.t th~:r tltl.14 eonfimNl 

h18 eonrictioruJ about th& eignS.fioMOc of tho comcun1t7 nlnd. !ht"t~ 

1bt'Or1t"ft AlGO bo~ fruit ill Jeosi il oton•o hom attggl t~ lomMC,th 

~io' bac d Yl;'!, ~·aate }ft!n~ on ~o o•ntr::~.l at ri11t7 e:l'tuntion ~n to 

?al"iOua ~ths mont1oM4 in b&r 'booltt tt.nd not on th~ Grail et~ lllon,.. 

It~ ~teo~ tho ~11 atarr that 1nt~rosted him ae tl • t1 14 ot 

Ooapll7:n'U.Yo ~log ..rbieh it• 1m'"etigctio~ oponed liP• 

:tiot t.1eod. the e~ti"ro ~,. t.n ~ wrqsa tbd:la~ion.Uy (in 

e.dO'J)ting thoir oatlt:ro.l et~nl1ty lfitu.aticm a. his th~)J et~ctu~Uy 

(by fuaing hiD. peno~a tocetb.ot' just na ~ of tho dying nd ri~ting 

sod& had b ~n nhoe to b~ baoicn.ll.7 '\h • ..n ' b;r 1~ his ehnrD.Oth%'8 

throUB}l *h f!ll'Ll"'t paok) f and ezabc!lic41g (by drt'owin.g on th~ Ynri.oUM 

~he t'Gr Qm~le apan fro:~ th contml eterili'\7 B7Clbol). !'hf)S<~~ tbr~~ 

UH8 COrrGOpcmd rough17 ld.th Vhnt li SG;TEJ about lllf.ea \fneton'a book& it 

euegftats to him tll- ti tlo, <the plan Mel .uoh of th~ tneidttntnl 07JIIboli-. 
' 

/!A! ~•w ~ io then dolt with part 'b7 po.n. some of tb~ core; 

SDpoMa.nt point. dtl tabula~ b"''low.i/ 

1. 7h lfnet~ Land is not on~ eterile, btat {M)Jl'\a.ins a t ar ot 

fel'tili'\l's t.d.no~ all 11te-ln'ingi!J6 ~Mt• art\ agon5uing. 

2. 'l'1ro importAnt uni~ derioea azo uae4 in th ;poomt ~tt 

soeosttie •• fol'tuno-tolling vi th Q. modit1o4 'Perot pM:lk, 11rhich in~$t'.S 

and links the p.-mona o~ th(l poNaJ and !'i.ftelo.a, 11'1 wbcr.:l ttll ~'l 

ohaftotoB1 both mn.l o.nd tGtltllc, un- unittA, tm4 vho ropreaont• an 

inclueiY~ hum~ connciouen a , tb& po~ be1rlg 'wha~ h., s s•. 

3· It 1.8 eiGDifieant thnt MadAM SoseBtr1 do&& Mt s 'h 

JT.a.ngod JJ n ( poton\iel bri.rlf(er of ft>:t-U.lit)') ;"l'thouab Dh~ lcn"tva of him. 

It ie oecnniOJ¥\117 impl1o4 that it ie not oc much :tn th eomplote 

beenc of solution ae ill th :"Otuac.l etJ' f, i1Ul"(\ to ~se on~, 

that th pcrpntuntion o~ tho · o.ettt LN'ld'o pJ~Gclioacu:mt lien. 



4. flh poem'• ~bola 4o not irrvii:J &b1!1'tl'Mt int(trprotation, And 

at'ltit:~Jta at it 

~ tdsguidod • the 'flltq to rwo14. thie io ~ llow th~ Yirtd visual 

~s fUll pla,- on tlvl iJlcltinAtion. 

5· 'l'ho militu ab.\ p riod of th viaion aro not s~ly London an~ 

the tw.,ntie-th C$ll~• Tll• place ic ev•rphol'~ C\nd the vision 1 

1;iaelona. 'l"b.o tueion ot perao)lfl •nd plaoo8 omphfts1aos thio. 

6. 'l'ha ~~in« line •'l.'hoso ale'o p a:tls tlmt <wore hie oyee' t 

O'Uf:8~"st1ng tit• "t1"0nn'fomo.tion of dioaat r into a oouro~ ot b tulty, 

r intoroos t~ implicit but nnYer ~xplici\ id~ - bint~d nt by th. 

underlJing mythe - \hat a~&th bri~ &bout Q rnn~wnl of life . 

7. •neath by "'at~r• 1• not em ~ of :l.mpl• deGtl'Uotion. It 

o~nior.tes a •enoo of ~eooluiion, atilln~ae an4 OV*n purgution. 

Phlebae an~~ to b~ ~nto~ina ~ r now~d etnt• of 1nnoo ne • 

8. Parts of ' lih t '*h('l 'l'hund r oa1d • ~ s~ liotia, and att~ts 

to ~rt:raot ooneoiou• ~1n8 f'.rot"l tht'lll ~ liubl~ to ftdl. 

'l'Yro f~Atur~• of Th W'l tfT Land adumbra~ the '"P8r&OM1 IQ'\hology' 

of Fpur SW!Z'bt:tt!,~ 0nf> 1a ik ac'biva.lermn of e~l~ ~e, flotably of 

thfl t.ur traditional ~l<tmenta n.G t llo;, CU'ft u•f.td bN 111o•• On"' ftlt:'!'lont 
I 

dolftinn1ou oh of Pane 1 1 III, IV and V, tUicl in ~h. cas~ th• el nt 

1ft que tlon 11 troo.'\e4 embivaleat.l,-t on th• 0~ harld QR d._,at1'\lc't1V~"~ OJ' 

st rile, on th othnr band aa lif'G-61VillP.'t ol1'tUUJing or r~atomtt•~· 

Pan II ie an ~:rtCC>ption in tbtc :reQoct• 11a bltabi:tsnta ar~ Ot.tt &tt 

from, or out th eel\'fll& off frcmt ~ real ¢on'tnot nih tll nl•L'len'ta 

~hn other f~turo ia the ~ocon~iliation of op~ntly oppou~ 

~a. The iJanBee which are aup rfioully oontrt\etod in n U>onio wy, 

art; 3t a deeper 1 tV 1 id.entifiri w1th. oaoh oth r ("!J6• Spene•r•o London 

aDd nodern Lond•n) • Reoognition ot thie taot d.Oeo r.ntal" with the fBllaoy 

thAt ~liot •~ pUrpOtJo ia to d nOUllc~ mod rn ~t rtlity (sr>mnl o:r ctht'-r­

vlae) by oontraot vith a tJU:ppoecd e.r.u~iNlt f'e:M1lit7• Ro itt eim!>lY 

cone~rnctl to cl• l wi til t bc exp rl.enc~ ot •""'ri11't7 at all u,fln 

ovnrywhf"'l'nt am\ to hw• obl1<;U'Jl1 tbrouah tho tmd.erl11ne mythc at n 
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poneible 8ourc~ of t~rtilit.f• Ditteronc s of tim~ And plao~ ~ 

ul tiJ:'latttlJ il":'ol .. s.nt t 'l.tihtd.Q who • eaoe • th~ Vi«d.on 3'f';l)l!'Uf!ll'l'tB the 

•~ le • coneciC>Uen~Je& of th0 b.umcn non. 

fho ~holQgie 1 b~~und h lped ~ot to aoh!~o thin tuoiont 

a.:nd mblod. him to diepens• ri t nat'r&tivo nettod.. R~ wo.e abltt to 

t'IUM«!Jt inot d o. kin4 ot dl"oan U.MI d b3 t~.ll humnn1'&7t and th1e 

toctmiqu Uf'"d rnuo:b to th :psJQbologioal F\nd nn'th1-o'"lOlOu~oc.l. tbQOri..-o 

nbout m)'the. 

In ito tuaion of pl:\rao!la, pltuHtfl and. tmntt, th v R eeae bn1C)!24 

tb~ 41ftt'trnno~ to th,., unit;( of 'th1n._'ln, ns do lll78't1c • It is to "tb" 

mTBtio viRion ~b t ~11ot aap~es. 

2~sto! ~ .~Dante's, w~~l~ 

Dut 's intl~no<l on 3li.o"t ie nattily 1f o~iz bl • ~ 1n~ludo 

him, thOUJ'h, in dincufiaion ot ~1o~•s ue~ or llZ'tlul? 

In Do.nte • • t~ a gcnemlly act- pW ~holotW (med.illf!Yf'l.l Oath•lio­

ieD) doJ:U~t<'d ~~eun 11~ nd thinld.tlB• DantG trif1d. to or .te n 

pont,te ttttU1Tt\l nnt to thil.!t l'ftl'tholOS1 t thia o!'dored vision ot tA ttn1Vf'tr&~. 

1'he •world • of hie Cpedi is thue a QYib,ologi., l world.. 

A diatitl011on nuet btt sndo ll~ b 'Ween 01tl\olOQ nn4 all~:ey. 

Ult"C0%'7 io e. kind ot U." ~ noatfo-ld~, an! 1& D"~ly . tt~ohnioo.l 

dme Wf"'d as A s ane ot ~~itlg the vision,. !'h ~9loa7 u ~t 
OJ"I!t a ef X!J*ri~~ ontl b lict and thought whit'th undorlitls tl' vision. 

'l'h• fr(lhnlcl. ~ment ot the ecm~ dta ~ boftor "'broueh •'riving 

to rustt~~ nftnity 1a cloaoly par 11.-.lfl<l 1n ~l:tot'a .om, 'buii it would 

bo abuurd to ~dit ~io~ viih th oonsoioua 1 of cr tl~ a C 8dia. 

lte"t rth( ~an oom:pmecm of hia wolk with »o.nu•e lllu: i»ate sou of b1s 

n.chi_.. ent t Mld lle 18 oertainl7 doe,ply indebt 4 to Dante m>t. only t•r 

J).'Ultcaft ~ tJ but to~ tl Dot~an WIJ$'$ c>f bandlinB ~·. !hEJ taetorn • 

toaeth~r wtth hi• ~ot allwd.ono to th c 41&1 COlUl ct much of hie 

~ tr.r w1 th ftn aytholog1oal uaivoroo of llrult • 

liot mN!•e oc048ionn.1 lmt eff'•etlv us& of tile tn!~!a in bio 1'k 

up ~o c.l'ld inoludblg !lw Vo.nt,e L§!\• Bo1h there aDd 1n 'h'Utrcclt' tb. \ 

tom nt of th 1eolatod conseioutm oe 1e eusceatf'"d 'b7 1 thr1" ro~ 
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lt toll hwevor, in A,!h:Eg~!dg thAt M.iot*a ~ologieal univmm~ 

o.M. imt.\sOO o..re JDOG1 to Dtm~ ' • Tho po~ ia ( eouotounll' tf1! not) "1!2l1ot • s 

oqutvalnnt ot the ~toMo. Bonunoio:Uon ia tollow~d by an ~ ot 

COl:ij)loie sbippit)B• tmd 'tJWn b,- 'thQ etH.,~nt of nett ar-a cl~~l7 pu.rgo.­

ttU'ial 1\taiX'a, to a gard<m pftelMd ov~!l' by nn 1n~erQG41._ Lady'. fhat 

~$1\otly ic ronounoMl, What. th• whit• lt:topJU'd$ a-and fo:J:", wllo th€-l Lady u, 
an tmn(\ of th ques'\iotm o~ pri'oarJ' ilnporte.noo. 'Uho.t 1• relevt~~nt 1o 

tlmt th~ pmol'tl "h~i~ n=otto:nol twle'tton n• :f.u«oo. 'l'he 1 optll'dl'* ~ 

not th~ 1"a.<VeDirfg bon:trtfs of lnf'(J!!l~ I I the;r s:r~ bt>n~ticont ro1'01M'J wbioh 

crtn7 out e. pul"ptivo proo~ss b~ evt.pp~ th bnn.Nh fbo L.~ who 

proeides ovor thf' ~n of~ lV hca much !a eot\m® with nnnto•a 

htdrico 1n the .. ~hl1 Ptt~tuus~. But Wtlilt~ l}!\n"tr•s, ~iot•c ~17 

Ptt.rM1-s1" 4ooa not bocome tho £J '$tifls tor ~antdation to a. ~lll!'n$!1•,c_. ~~ 

t X'J>Ui, nce wbieh Put IV :-ep1.•e•u~nto 11\k•a place Oft fl M»P 110doe't eo&lE> * 
at14 is tollo1t0d by ~onotfl'6. conflict and qu11ntio!ling. !h~ on4 o£ .Aa.­

,wn,d.n!lsaa eo =m• to omphrud.Gtt th oontimling 'POet~1bil:i:t7 ot opirituA! 

desol-ation. .An •n tl() l'fi7 ltae ~en a4or>t~d. and in thn tniddlc of Part 

n \hC" ooata·U.o rel<ta~ givnn 1>7 the lov; ltn~e of nat~ l tltingo 

COMt1tu:toG a ~cc to thie aoc t1o1amtt Bu.\ thl"' lovo &t orNt.tNl 

tb.inftl whioh ht\N htWf'l W bo ~j~tod OM OlftnVhnN be a~~ ""' 1ft 

!!~ir¥,\J fos- i:loiJ~o; cc v~ ott~ t'l.'<:m i:hf' eittila:l'itJ' of tho ~oo there. 

'!he contmst b&'\f1Q® th MJ two at11wd•s $bon th~ dif'fnronoe batwoon th~ 

)(~ of Il&joetiora and the Vq of Afflmo.tion. 

Ot the otho):! uotos vhieh 1l:lot t\Gkoo of »ant~, thn moo'\ ~t 

O¢Ou:t in L.ijt,l~ O&j!l~!£· In P~ U _. havo th<" !lt'~ting wi~h tho 

'fmdUv MJ~Pounti ghoo'fJ • • doeerib~ 1n Do.ntoo.n t1taa rima. nut mo1'& 

in~el!'dt1i1.,tr, tbF>.n the imttt\ticm of v ra~o1'1U ia til~ whole &itWltion 

tfVdtt'd t wbieb t:akf'B uo apin into th vorl4 of JJ\Ul'kJ,._ Raf~I'Ot'toc to th, 

tJ"ntining' (l.,tl'to ~tivo) ~~ linlc.s 'his PAI!tmltO to Pori IV, ttbosn 

c.llbivnl-obt WJf) of both 4oY&- ad. ~~e hu rweh in oommon nth 

DMtota 't:andlimc; of his ~ologleol :tmagno .... .,ap..,oiall7 hie handl!ne ot 

tb(o flre in i~tQrJ..2 D.VI, Uiot•n tav~S.'tri enn~. ""11ot is ol~a:ttl:tt 
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clt'Opl.y itrp1'08~ by lkmt~•s tt.p:lotlon o~ th" potlitnntc' lf1lli;ne 

noc&p'tnnof' of thri ~tining fir , and by hS.o t'.mb1valeat ~Abslt o-t tha 

fl.~ - t t OUU*'t:t18 11ht't divin lO'to ltl\i<"'h ~ th~'~ p{)nitnnta ot thtd1:' 

lust, well thg luot boo 'tfhieh th.f'-7 ~ b.-.Uia purged. Cho.~l • 

ldllioae held thnt in th~ p rant of thn 'We ~e of luo"\t\11, th Wo,yo 

ot Rcj~;ion M.d. Affl=ation 'hoomt) oaA. ifhia «'·8P ot o~ ~ Con to 'I' 

nlso h.wo arou d. •liot'e. clJaimtion. ftu.t t110 83B pla~ leree pAri 

in hitJ nn wort, but 14l 14 doubtful wh tb r t~y si'O n-vo:- aom:pl'"-'~•1:1 

fU..'lr-4 into ano. 

»ant" bnd "vo cdftnt c which ·)liot 1 ok d s l'\ g n r 11,- necnpt d 

Mr'holow. fm4 Btmvio~. '"liot t\Ylt'.tOl\riA'kd .!!!!l.... of" tho 'bnn t!to ot 

the fh'ot t ho\fflV~l"t bJ' draw1Jlc Oil Dante t S "1oh t\a·~d Of myt ologie 1 

ia"£~1'Y and oa llia u•e ot the doubl~dgo~ quulit,. of twdiifion•l 

a~boltt. 'lh(l-7 ~JlJ'lllot erert as ntlf'h pow"'r in our ~cy u thoy 414 in 

lltul\<"t'flt but th(\y n~C'!rib<'llv~e gain fni~ly vi~oproad. •p • tie t\-S ntt 

1nd.epdld~nt1y ot •p!lilouophiel\l 'b~li.£'1 • 

~~t.~E V • l!~ from G~tt J!~!! 

x., .. g o~ cornl 114 aouial convttnticmt ie o. otwnbU.llB"'l>lock to p tf.c 

~; n.,.. r.liot. l~ ir tm~ 1b t both ;perlocl& a,t wbieh 4Jmos tl~ 

:lt!b~ a.c ttn ~(lrgin(t ~ ... tom ( uoi~' •th•~ Md th~ r1diaov:ll t\U.'op~ 

ot th ~tol.'y pl""') r woll q,rtdoltcd 1f1 tb theu . • '1'h 11' ~ ptftd. 

1thol~~ ~ro nah~~ in ~itual f~• out of ~i~h in \ur.n the 

~ aroH. Tht! &ucll nee-a 11ea- t'IJ.ut\ in o. se"rmr pl\l"tirtt•M'k 1n the 

o.o•ion• 1fh1ch 1nbt~~Uetn4 t'Ul4 ehall nged th r.a voll u ntel't"in11~ 

tl-,..th Th v 11-kn<>wn r~~yimologionl subj oto o,luo lUldo :noetffibl. th 

~~ ot expo~1tion, ~lloving tb~ 4~ 'is~ pl nty ot t1~ tor hia 

1ndivtdttnl tl-'NltmMlt of the t &L'I • !hie PAvnnt~ of the OTMl-tm'bjt"Ct 

hne btton osplo1 t•O. by !'llOd.om dftneltiato: {«'.g. Gide 1\1111 .AnQUilh} • 

'1'h only OM of ~liot' pln70 :f.n hich h~ auc~ll7 ~loSts 

sucb nd'VM~a 1& ~21" &9 ~b~ c t!~~, whn1'0 :trcn1cal17 bia aubjee' 

itt a marle~!M '1111'h • • But by :1\Mdling 1t tn t~ 1'111 "' ~ drnatttft 

would hnndlQ b.io ~"'h' b() 1o abl w UUC'I '\he to.'111ia.\"1iy of 1h& Deokot 

a~017 to~ no tS 1n oxpool"1on, Md is ~bl to et:mll~ilS and inatl"Uct 
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aa w~ll ao gaininr. eomtt tftOQa~:'J ot ttna.t~no~l'l!'i1c:S:ptttion. ~ latter 

ie noh1ttl'l'JCl throush tho tU1-" of th~ ehozuo, w'hitth !l'tlfprcts·t~nttt typinal 

tuldi rntto-0'9inion ~ \l,()CCUi s t n ~nl pl"C)~ni t Srmtt~...'\4 of !hom:uJ. 

Por it 1o t ill" ltOI!Jr..D of Cantffr'bur7 vl1o undorgo t h(.' ~al dmr tie ~ontliot. 

~~ ~hnn:·~· dOVi('! 1J 1;h.#J ~ligitnl-S pu'!'pwt~ of t lll'\ !)l.tt.y- i.e aohiaved. .. 

9-~t'~Ml .~s.<mistAs it~ ~lrL-t~i to O~$k raytholotey' thro"~,lf"h ita Oreetr-ian 

epig.raph, which 1a t\$ nuoh O-ft al'qtbitJP ~ eot~W~ant on thn plqte m~d;hod of 

oorrn~unieattcn.. Hidden :!u::tcninga 1n SWM1~3'' e np~f\eb.es t'lrf', lik th• 

Furins1 int~r.d~ to bG tlOOS~~i b1' ~h~ 'J)J"~tiVI'I ~ud1 ll<J~' as '~o.lly 

t hor&' • bUt are not ~eoogniz"el 'b7 h i91 heR:r~rs C)ll ·tb ~t mtag~ . !he ,.filf'!!l!Z 

fn<'~ nto tmtil'i'tlo.to P.!.r..~i1iJ: ... ~qt!llb<!ta t'hfll "'":w.l~nid:,a ~ n.ocr:.pte4 u 

·~tty t~1 b7 \ht~ nud.1<mc'"' ~ ltttt".X7, but tl.l'"l' in¥'1a.tble to matr~ Qf 

hitot tam11.7• 'il.iot. tri~e 1o uai'tQ the ~o\'l:reoa ot nod.f'lm lU'TcholoQ en4 

of aooif'fn'\ Orcnk ~ bJ d<Ja.l.tng ttith th.0 inb~l'~:t~-d t-on&~uMeNt of &in 

tmd with its ~1n.tion, but tho ""~mrt it! a ~iluro o~ 'o bia ueo of 

til~ ~~.n14f»h A :~n¥ 13' Chnotin.n trr-tt.1L~tl.nt ot t h.., t hc!:l Ym~l.d lw.v~ 

"'f.lootUltQ>lmd ~1~~ in ~tenting wi ith & llOn-Olwi~tit.m tAudiono"'l,. but 

thia c thGt do ~: no" succeed fl'itht'r: "t cr{'lat~$ a ban!eo-~ to a.oeepttmo 

ot th~ pl~y b7 ita tneb~~$tion ot thP SU»ornnture~ inta Wh~t niSht 

otho~s~ hevo be~n u quite ~~ccptnblo peydhol~ic~lly understood cch~a~ 

of 'tbinc;s., O'lieill'tJ ~tnl1ing ot tho Oroet~s m,.-th h"'a d.iff~nt ai'ClS, 

avoids the eupflJ1'114tural, cd 1e oop~e:tively sueo.,..ustu.l. 'Uiot • a 

·~onidos atam both tor Harry'• senoe of gttilt tt.nd tor tb.A •ou:-so• on 

the fui17t and th~1' oarmo't be~ the weight ·ef this dt1a.l apbolic 

signitieance.. '!'he use of the ~h bQs not suoePedri ae 1fl Kurder in th~ 

Cath~l t 1t hu n.fleesai tatnd a. }OM~t expoei tion thM ttwnl t and t he 

audiranoo ~as bnen Mithe-r pJ:Op$rly includftd in nor ¢hal1enged b7 t ho action 

In tb~ lut '\hreo plays the und.erl1ine myths ~ well eubmergetl. 

Li ttlG usn is J.:mde of them ap~t from a fl-oe a.uptation of thoir ~ti'V'fl< 

outlin~IH they are taken •morely e.s a point of departure' • Thus ln 'l'h\!!' 

Coekta,~l Partl th• i loe#tia figure io -.plit into tw&t Lavinia ~d Coli~. 

Critic• havQ voiced 4ie~tietaction with the difte~«bv~ bet woen tho tva 

tJ'p~s of vocation tb.oY' have to follow, but tbiu probabl;r p:rooaeda from 

1rral~an~ P~•nuppoo1t1ons about tho ~~ iu wbioh Sliot $hould hav~ UAed 
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tho Alo~stin. In tac~ thA two t1,P&e of Tocat1on A~o an aas~ntiel part 

or iilliot•e pU:llpoa J thoy 1ll'U.tli.nato eaoh oth• r• !be pOBeibility •f 

ealvntion tor tho Ohamb ~layn~s 'hroueh humbl r YOoation ropren•nta 

a nev and :lm!)orio.nt dwelopmr-nt • 4l'hl\ non-v!sionarioe ua. non-nsofl"iae 

a:t"c no lone ~ ~ee naMly outside tho ' ldn«dom'. 1'heae ~nnce l\&VtJ 

b8en m~de not to 11luminat~ iliot'e uee o£ tbe ~yth but to ehow that 

irrelt.tvftllt oritioifl!'lla maif arise from "'b" wrong kintJ. ot mJnoorn with it. 

'lh• Confidotltia l Clel'k.'a th®af) haa a little oM in eommon with that 

of ite point of depa.rtllr'll, th.* Ion. Both u to eonao ~~t ~o :rnf'd. -
witt> tb relatioru;hip b!~>!tWt)en i4en1it:r and voo ilion. Dis~eont bout 

the oonect itlt~ntAt10tt ot "'bfl l2!l.!!l J:mn l':M aom influ~noe on 

~iot's again splitttrlg th title-ohua.o~r 1n twos hi 'IontJ' a.r~ Colby 

and B. l:ash.M1 and in tha lattf'lr •cr&uaa.• .... Lady ''Uisab0th1e ri!'lh~ for a 

eon e,re fulfill d, But Uiot' a main eononm 111 th~ conn~et1on b tw(;ron 

Colby's 1d•ntity ond hia vocation. A{{Ain (a.e for Uarry- nnd. ColiA) this 

VQoation has to bf\ en~l'tl"ed on in 1aole:11ion from fa.m:l.Is bondtu but it ia "l 

t('}mpc!"e<l 1soln.'b1on. !he w~ye of rem.tJ'leiation end of djunt on" are b<:Jir:IB 

tentativ q roocmoil<-d· Tht; ul 

a vocation to dju•t· nt. 

O!fdi!"\B at Colonu11 io the point ef' 4e~ for ..,.'l'h...,.n....,.,......., ....... .........,,;;;..;;,;......,.....,. 

but t1liot.. purj;)OfJO la t::J.r !'19m~ a :troa that of Sophool tte"' -I'll$ .,.1 ty 

Clavnrton cannot like O•dipua plead ~o~ce nft an oxteuuntinr, eircum­

utano&• Xore impo~tant than 1h play•o r&lation to ita Ore ~ oauntorpcrt 

is ita COJ1Ple11on of th ' wqe of aalvutiol'i' pa.tt rn wkich ll'e tind in 

Sliot•~ pl~· !here is still ~enunciation ot tho old eolf, but ftot of 

thn lcwe ot c1'00t0d. beil'J8th Ina.e&d 1'1 ts tully humtm ltY+"tJ whi~h now 

becom~e i.llc v•7 ~· sa lft*ion a Ol&V()rt&n is ~edftr3ed by th~ love or otl:u .. rn. 

The 'in-0o4di.ng' ot u.n which ba~ eonon~d. ~liot for so lonpt te now 

p:rose:nttJd 1n relo.tion to the 1 itt-othering• of" man. 'J!his i& thn n~est 

npproach in hia drama to th., UR3 of Affbmat!ons. 

In mo•t of his play-e io1 ustts aiaplu thfl n~tiv, outlin~ of th~ 

myth cone m ea., meki.t)g littlo it ~ tJ'tU'leto~ of ite m7\holog10l\1 

universe . 'lb.e only plaJ" tha t tully inhAbits n t%1l4.1tion".,l mythologioal 

univero_. (a. Christian cme) i e MH4o;r ill the Oatlu~drc.l, Ol\4 i" is hia 

moat ouoceabfUl. 
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Ob&ptor VI - The Pcl."Sonal ~ Ttholog* Ewa: !Jmi'C"''ll! 

IUiot ha.o ovolTed tl pn.tt~rn ef ~,... .. of hill own \thi()b tmn bo 

:r&gl\rt\ed ae m.,""thologioal in function. A lUBC pa.rt ia pla7t'd in thie 

1)e1"80n l 11lTihology b1' Ua(SOS indiOC\.tive or 117$t .. rious •OID.rnto o£ illuain­

Qotion. Th" importanor, of ~erioncee of tit1e kind haft b&en ridely 

4ieow.Joed ( •if• nn ... 67.nt t>illiar:l J'I.Wfta, Huitli~~- Prouat Md :Uiot hime<tlf). 

Reourrtl»t ~s .!!! unvoiated vi th th ao rxpo~ienoe~ also form 

part or his pattf\1'1'U t)1() 'obj~tive corrolativ a•, f<1r ill81nnoe, of (ln 

oxperit-noe of "hwa:r-tocl d.eab'e, or a< NJU&l t~.mpte:U.on, or eeahtio r.leaso .. 

~liot•s axp~rion~ha and S(~iopr~asiono huvo been constantl7 ~ut~ 

Btiss~d 1n u~bolio t _ ms ~or 'th! purporttla of hi$ po try.. It i• important 

to l*et1em'bllr ~t "hfl pootrN in thn .fl!!! which they a rvo, not oimpl7 a 

manns of ~xpressing th~m. 

~ho moments of 1llurninat1en ovokfld bu' A pur'iicntllt.l' aet ot rAcur.r~t 

~· oonetitut~ ono ot the outstanding foaturoa of Eliot' e p "honal 

fl\Ytholog. 'na7 aro 1he ~oc~ point qf bgrina and ef o~ch of tho F9ur 

ge:rtttjp. Ono of thnee imue e 1a th,.. lt\ugltt~r of children runong the 

lea.vetJ of a trfte (its proto typo 1e Ge6n in 'R v ftampa~ • ) • 1n Karitla 

thG GOnt"l'lt Of illUlniruJtion whiob. th18 image eTokOS is ti.lOO %"ttl t d. to 'h 

~tteinmont of nfw lifo ~d hopn b7 the dieoov~~Y ef a long-l~t fn¢ .• 

The oonnoction with Poriol,!• l6$dB to a ~o:i di$CUeaion of Shak•GP are•e 

own Sl;rtholog10&1 pnttom vol'k"'d out in b.ia lAat ~l JfJ• 

The ~~teta are concern d with ~r reconciliation of 1ime vita thn 

timeleaan'MJB of tba vicienar,y mGonto. R•conc111ation ia 1b.e ~'a' 

k~JnQt~t this aeoounta for tboir frequent ?ara4o% e. 

In Bum-t Jfo:rlon the •oment of 1Uuain tio» appn~o w talc pln.c.t'l 1n 

o. fot"ttnl nso-prden. Bow 1o derivn som~th~ p&l'l1t*ll nt out of BUoh 

moaertte and 'to roln.t., t-hea to title 1e thB p!'Obl m of tho ~•"•· One 

ceans of f.\tf..,e'ins this l'eln~ion ia tllG embraolbg of an Aa~tie \i6y lik& 

that of Bt. John of tho Cross. Ria scP,ioitr:~ ie ~oat clearly e~t fonh 

in · ast Cokf"r b7 a virtual quo,n'\ion. In eabrl'bina it one MY givc:- oom~ 

pemanrmt ~Anins to tho vteionar:r ~~:ri•neo which &G!lO a.n ordero4 pattern 

in tl:w endleh C)Jol• of genere'ti~n t\nd deoa;r. In !Ills Rt7 Salv!&!• ~h" 

ohaotio tlux ef "ime1 on vhioi\ drifts the 11ftck~ of huDtMl life t is 
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s~boliaed by tbll eea. 'l'ho Yl."e~o dri.fting <"m this flU% of thl con 

b" t-od~eraed only 'b7 $01ne'lhin{t from outside tiln~"> t nnd t ll.fJ taOt'A&nte of 

illuminntion aro tull o"f 1"o4oE~J;11ng -pow"'r sino(!~ th...-.y ~ time lese.. ~h 

is a. moment of .Anmmoia.tion mld 'iburt of Incarnation. !hOT irwpt inte 

\\n4 intars~ot with. til'lll;l f thie ia tb.P na.tur• o~ !nourJr-tion.. In th~ 

p~et e.na. t\t'W.lrte can b4 fteonoilod. !hr- Gpl)ning ot pittl': Oicl«U.gst with 

its f'uoion of th afW.eons, eosamunientQS c. feoling ot tilllPloesn&tUh Bat 

Part n presents n. tim.t'bound and predate~ world. tib-31"\'tion ~ it may 

be nohi~ed by wbzlli.~s:i.on t<l th" tr-at'ining fir • of 'PUl."W'"ion.. s.n4 b;y c 

lattu vhieh io 'bc.Jfl:nd desire*. PU-n ~ l•n tt..ft unitf"d. in th• lmplioi:tl7 

Christian ilnngcey Gt ·p~ IV J end Li;.tl8 Oidd;.!!i baplif38 (yQt d.oea Mt 

sto:~~) thf.t tb. hil!!tori<".e.l !net\rnt"tii)Jl of Cllr1et15ltl tndi iton lends 

ei6J3ifioane" to tb~ hieto1.7 of mMkifld by malr.:illS it into o. pat~&rn, 3\let 

o.e th~ priw:t.o vision!!l:'g momMte lend. si~ficnne~ to the GX.Pttrttmce of 

tho individual. R~X"$ thoro it" n t'uai<tn c:.f Cla"istio.n nnd )f'rftn&l 

tnJtholog1oa, but th~ 1ft1'bholog of tho ~~('!£. ar; "· 'tthol" t'\'m&W pf'l"SOMl. 

Anoth&r foa.turo of this pamoNLl oytholOS"Y i .n thr: tunb1vnl~ncr: of tho 

f our 'tt'nditienal 61•ments, a• adumbrated in Th .. 1!~!12.4" L~. 'Cach CUi rtet 

is do£nitu\1;ed by one of' th•m, u.sr.td, in -::.n nmbiv'lle:nt. way. 

Of tha v~r1ouo 'reconcili ations of oppocitea• $ttgG~vted by ~iot *e 

ecr.c:tbola, two in partiouhr stand ou1u the:'! recooeilil18 ~f movoQf~nt nu4 

s'tilln~n, and the #.'eoonc:Ll1ng of tim. tU'ld. tiaol(tst:mast: ... 'tho 'fi:rst is 

most ol48X"ly seen in !wrnt ll•rton II. It is ohit-ved by tb.a noticm thn.t. 

oucular mov~en" ile»~ndo on 'tho e*illht"'cs. t\.t its e ... ntre: Jumee tAe 

elmractenotie phms~ , 'At tllt! atill point of tl\Q tum1l'l6 world'. f}l(.4 

Geoond ie tl~e m.n!n ~ypo of roconeili11 tion lfi tl- whieh tho rual"'t~ts r.o.l.'t) 

conel!fmetdp ru14 1e ~pc.•cifioallT r~l~'tttd to th~ ti""*lann tlQlllQnts o:t 

11luminn:U<m.. 'l'h~y can b~ ltemeat'be~~d only in ti.mll, uo time enn 'be 

oon<tUG!'ed on)¥ through tim• • :But tbo tinlt-ridd.en ftttld oru:1 b (" t.1'WlGcoralod 

by a fs.:wero nse~tBis which in \urn l~&llc to t'h·-, •~ ill.t=inntoq t'J:l) ,._ 

i f!'nCQfl• Thin ia the p;,~:radox of th& nae~tic URY• '!imQ M7 ale~ b..­

roconoil~Jd wiih ~i'O~l<lsnnoee by the reoog»ition" in ita 1\P~l"Nttly 

o-haotio flux, of a. pa.tt~rlh It is thl:'Q'U8b. rh.y'\hm and pe.t~f.':nl 1lu\1i tiafJ 

:roa.oh~s into that wld.oll is not tiath !:nsotu:r as 11: ia ouoh a pn.ttMm, 
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hiatoey BiTos aoo.nina to othnrvia"" arbitrary cven-.e. Arld a!nne the 

pn,torr~d toms of u-' th3:tael~a provide bridgoe b tween time and the 

tillwl eo,. "D.iot at~ apw bl tho .~!!l')t!ts to '-Chiev~ tRlOh f\ b:r-idae ae 

w~ll s dincusaing it. 

If tbC' momenta ot 1llu::d.na\ion ro not PHpprehrndcd :.a part o~ n 

pattrarn, ih('tir cxiotcnce ir; fi-aeting. Th&7 ero point" of intnrnnotion 

of tlLP. ticoloas n-.h •U.!Jftr c.nd r~ 'tsb'Qlt h:ln~e on tlti"' indivi,\ual lt1Yel 

of i\ pr1noipl~ o.t work in thu univeran ne l' 'tthol~ • -thn pr:tneiplr- ~ 

Ino~tion. Inc~tion X't"aolves th~ part~do~e ot lifo and clf"tr,b, timta 

and t}uol tin lons * In tho principle of lno~tion7 nll oppoRi tt=ls nl"e 

l"e00flt)il.,d.. 

eonoluaicn - rntt~;nn of ~al~ntion. 

·atot's ~ious ua~e of mytho h~~ boen eloocly ~al~to4 to hie 

pr~OOUpn.tiOtl w1~ S~lvation • c~th:-r f'.rc~ st:-rili,y, sin, .l"$::ll~ai"ncG, 

f onr or futility. 'rh ~b~l~~l tl'lr!'3~a 1fbioh l..cs US'S R~£t pl'ttnJ.'ruJ 

of sGlvr>.tions but th~y a ll h.:.To e b ... Die p·1.:tt,.m in eomtlon. The undor-

l31Zl6 oytho ot ~· Vaot..-:~ "~ ~~zrt. the"~ F1tt~rn of dee.t -and-rebinht 

thf' '!)o.tl,\}(Ul i.mBg~r;y o-f .A!Ih-:.''e~~adoz sue~ntc tbC" pnt'fi••m ·~ 4.oaolflnt­

c:tnd-n.~OQ.nt, or nm ® of dea th-and-robirth; in th... ru~rtl"tP wo a~ tlte 

pattrlm of n.BO(ltic vithdravnl and -vio1on:'ir3' illUt1.1rw.tion - ' d.t'l th• of 

th., fi nn?o 1n t9llownd by a ron()val of' tho lif'(' ot th~ np1~ t. ~ 

pl~ li)BU obtr1oual7 oonf1m 'thic ~n..,-rl.>U. 1d4ta ot do...~th n o. bringer 

o-f Df'!:W 11.-t"t~ . !hue snlV"\tion deponde upon :t. genBJl'!'•l p .. tt ~ 1n w ich 

all oppocitryo iU'A rooonoi1od. .Alld what 'SV'ltoD poepibl~ ~if!t ' 1'ollolution 

of tb.·"l p~d.O.XfiB • is th~ p~"lcipl~ of Inco.m tion. 

'11iot thua UBflS rqthologie:U t~r mea n.nd. patt.-.:zm.s r;o rrucll nol!'t'> tho.n 

t .,ohnio l dovic•s; thoy oxr;rooo to~ bill :ll'l ordfll'ed viai<m of lif~t in 

Vhioh ~ll opposites ~ roaoneil~d. fh tncarnn~ioa prine1pl wbiob 

mak e this rooonoUie.tion poec·ibl& 1a at work not only 1n tho mditionn.l 

my\hologifla, but in ~o- •rt•ionrey ttcm nte• •f tb~ porncn 1 ll)tlltolog. 


