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Jam~s Eritht a freeho~der of the County of Kent, was 

one of the "1.820 Settl.ers" who emigrated to the Cape end 

were eottl.ed me.i~ in the Zuurvel.d in tho present district 

o£ .Al.be.ny. This investigation was prompted by the :fact 

that though he wae by no means the o~y aettl.er to suffer 

misfortune and injustice, he was the onl.y proprietor of a 

small. party- who eventual.ly secured compensation. The case 

wa.s the case of James .Lrithz but the initiative and persist-

e nce was th~t of hie wife, Jane Erith, who made in all. five 

voyages spread over twel.ve years, before she secured some 

at ~east of the ends she sought and the famd~ sett~ed in 

Cape Town. The Eriths fought their case with the reopective 

CoJ.onie.l. Offices for tweJ.ve years in al.J., and in the c a.eo 

of the Co~oniaL Office, London, confronted no J.eea than 

four Secretaries of State in five successive Cabinets. In 

the cours e of the ir struegl.e the &riths rooeived (a) the 

balance of their deposit; (b) cash compensation for catt~e 

atoJ.en by the Xhosa, and in the fina1 arbitration ~ 1.832 

the sum of £500 cash. 

James Erith, master baker, remains a rather shadowy 

figure, eharp.-sighted to his own interE~st, querul.oue and 

not V tiry effective. The triumph of ~832 was in the main the 

0 
triumph of Jane, hie wife, an amateur and robuet ~f'tia. 

~hr~wd, tenacious, deft in argument this importunate woman 

knew how to stand her ground; th~re can have been few women 

who secured pRsaaee on a naval veasa~ and then a1lowed the 

AdmiraJ.ty to submit itt1 account to the Co~onia:J. Of£ice. How 

the }}ri the eubsi~ted b otwean their eviction from Wa~e P.J.a.a.ts 

in 1823 and the arbitration award of l8~2, baa not bean 

est~bJ.iahed. On occasion in London Mrs . Erith stayed with 

the Rev. R. StewartE:~, Rutland House, Black Heath Hoed in 

Greenwich: in Cape Town it i s believed th~t Erith plied his 

o~d trade . When he died there, in 1869 a t the age of 
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seventy nine, he ~eft a house and three cottages to hie 

daughter E~1enz mortg~ged property in th~ district of 

Caledon, to his aon-in-~aw George Budgez a house and 

three mortgs~ed properties in ~imon's Town to his daughter 

Anno Budge. He a.l.so ~e:tt a.n income o£ £24 per annum to 

his daughter Jane Moodie, widow of the 1~te John :Powell. 

The r <lCOrds used in this s tudy, in ad.di tion to those 

prLnted ~ Thea~, were the aeries C.O. 48 from the Public 

Record 0£fice, London, now avai~ab1e on microfilm in the 

Cory ).,i brary a.t Rhodes Uni v,~rsi ty and recorda of the District 

of A1bany in the Archives, Cape Town. 

The invoatiaation has, it is thought, thrown n ew light 

on th~ 'background to the emigra tion scheme of 1819, on the 

m:ishandl..ing of ootne of the Settl.ers in the Zuurve~d after 

their a.rrivaJ. in th~ Cape, and on the punctilious a ttention 

to detail. given by the Colonial. Office, London. Whil.e it 

is true that the interests of the .l£ri the were probab~y 

smothered i n the Tory endeavour to damp down the attack on 

Somerset in l826-J.827, the ::ecretaries o:t: State ar.a by no 

means discredited by this analysis. It ea.ye much for any 

p a ttern of' a.dminietrn tion tha t in the thick o:f the Reform Bil.l. 

crisis, the efforts of a single obscure memb~r o:f' Par~iament, 

Mr. J. ~riscoe, c ould secure a £inal. a rbitration award . 
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Wheth·~r or not one accepts Har~ow • s thesis t hat the ~ose 

o£ the American Co~oniea ushe red in a. new ara in Im.r.•urial. 

Hi~-tory,~ :it is a. :t•a ct that th~ ear~y nineteenth century saw 

the incre :-1.Be and enl.o.rgemcnt o:f new co~oni,;:~s of aott~ement. 

Al.mos t J.og ical.J.y ther e £'oJ.lovm the d ev (;<J.opment o:f the Col.onial. 

O££ice a s the c entral. organ of their gove rnnumt in a country 

which was itself expe riencing n e w pokitical f.md econ omic 

pre soures. Change was not on1y oompl.~x but al.so gradual, and 

the Colonial 0££ice was etiJ.J. in the process of r e £orm, when 

it b 0gan to inver>tigat~ the p oSt?ibiJ.i ty of pJ.a.nned ~migration 

as part s olution to the Froblems of post-war Britain. Two 

factors in pf~tioular h e lp to explain the d ev t lopmentG of the 

Colonial O~iice in the ear.J.y nine t e enth c entury: the one was 

administrative r e form, th~:: oth•!r the l.ong wa rs with l!'ra.nce 

between 1793 and ~815. 

The impetus to a.d.t!l.inistrati v e z•eform in Grer1.t Dri "tai.n can 

b e tra.oad back to 1780, , .. h e n Lord North s •"t u p the Treasury 

2 Commieai.on. The task of re£orm was subsaqu~ntly quiot~ 

purau~d by suooessivo ministries . Thia invol.ved not m~ra1y a 

a~ries o£ inv~stigations into the civi~ 1is t, but als o the re-

organi.sa.ti.on of departme ntal. a.dmini.s tra.tion. · Xho growth and 

r t=: :f'orm o:f' the CoJ.onial. Of:t'ice Wtt-S not the n an i e ol.a t t:Jd ph eno-

menon. I t W<'..S J,tart of the a .iJ..ent a.dnrl.nistra.tive revolution 

which he~ped to ~ay the £oundationa o£ the ninete enth c entury 

s tate . It wa s a process wh ich O\'led much t o tho work of 

Wil.l.i1.un Pi t ·t; the Younger. ::S 

The o:f:i:'ice o £ a Thir d ~)ecretary of (:)·t a t e f or Co.~o:rd. t::.a ha.d. 

t·ir r;;t been Sl:l>t up in 1. 763. 4 The of'J:'ice had be-en a bandoned, 

1 . RarJ..ow, V.T. The Fo HAdina o f the deoond Bri ti s h ~m£ire 

176J -J.793. 
2. Binn~y, J . -g . D. .Jir~;!:~ah l'ubli c F ina;nce a lJ.d .1 dmt!.ni&:tra t i gn 

1774-1.792~ pp. 7-14. 
3 . Beagl.eho~e . p. 171. ~ 
4. \irit;ht, M. The Dev~J..o.pment of the L•~gis}..gtive Counci l., 

f) . 40. 



2. 

after the ~oae of the .Aml;)rioan Colonies by Burke ' t.,; Eetn.b1iehment 

Act of 1782. 1. It was restored however, within twelva months 

o:f the outbreak of war with }•'ranee. On Jul.y' l~th ~794, 

Henry Dundas the cJ.ose confidant of l?i. tt, 2 ~ms appointed 

Third Secreta ry of Stata. 3 · ~he a:f'f~ira of War and Co~onioe 

were to be his concern, e.J.thouah ·the co~oniea were not trans-

ferred fr.om tho Home Offioe to tlle office of Secretary of 

State ~or War until Aueust l80~.4 At first the combination of 

the two departmento under the Secretary of ~-;tate for War and 

Co~oniee wa.e diea.dvanta.geou~ to the Colonies . 5 This was 

part~ because o:f tha war and pQrt~ because staffing and 

organieati.on was not adequate . Improvement had already begun 

6 
how~v~r in ~8~0 before the appointment of Lord Bathurst . 

When he handed in hie s eals of o£fioe in 1827, a s urpr:i.Aing 

degree of working autonomy and ef£ioiency had been achieved 

in the office. 

Opinions di£fer as to the ro~e that Lord Bathur~t p~ayed 

in the devu1opment of the Co~onial 0f£1oe. It has been ar~1ed 

by Isobe~ Edwards and J . L. Morieon tha t he wae not reaponeib1e 

for any r eor8anisation or improvement of th office. 7 ~dwarde 
8 

go es further and regards him as a nonentity. This was also 

the view of the London Times when on Lord Bathurst's r esigns-

tion in ~827, it a~id 'nev ;r waa to1erated a wor~e Ool.oni~ 

miniat~r than the unreepectcd Lord' . 9 More reoent research 

~ . Wr~ght, M. Tne · Dev~hopm$nt of the Leaialative Council, p.40 . 
2 . Furber, H. Henpy Pupdas , Firat Viscgunt M!lvi~e 

l742-l8ll, p . X. 
3 . infra. Appendix A. 
4. This bi- cam•.:ral. oombina.ti.on continued until June 1854 when 

Colonies and War wore split into their own n epartmente . 
Significantly this was during the Crimean War, the first 
major war in which Britain wee involved after 1815. 

5 . Young, p . 12 . 
Manning, p . 475. 

6. infra. Appendix A and B. 
7 . ~dwards, p. 1-2 . 

0 . H. H. t·] . Vo~. VI, p. · 261 . 
8 . Edwards, P • l. 
9 . Young , p . 103 . 



hm.; modi:fied this view. O.K .. Webster in his :first pub~i~Jhed 

vo2ume on Ca~t2ereagh supports the views he2d by Edwards ~~d 

f.1orison . ~ Indeed Bd,ifl.X'de uses his vifmei to support h e r e.rgu­

mant.2 Webstert ho\t~ver, in hie sooond vo~uma, publ.iohed 

eome four y uHra ~ater, com:pl.eto~y modifies hi.s views on 

Lord Bathurst, both as a men and as a Cabinet ~anieter. 3 More 

reoent~y Lord Bathurf:t he.s been considered by both D. M. Young 

and J.c. Beaglohol.a to be the £oundGr of the modern Colonial 

O.ffioe. 4 

~arl Bathurst was not a dynamic or over-powering man, but 

rathor se2£-e£faoing, with tho attributes of discretion and 

5 l.oyaJ.ty,. He had en excellent memory~' a wel.l.-info:r.m.ed mind, 

and the rarer quality of attracting scod men to hie aervioe.
6 

At tho age of tlo~anty-one Lord Ba.thuret had entt:1red pol.i tical. 

~i£e as ona o£ the Lords of the Admira~ty. In ~807 he first 

ent ered the Cabinet aa Prea ident of the Board o£ Trade, whose 

work was neoessari~ intima tely oonneoted w~th the Oo~on~~e. 

In what w~~ to become in the nineteenth century a ol.aesio 

pattern, ha was moved i n 1.8~2., from the Bo~rd o£ Trada to 

beoo:rne Secretary of State for i~ar and Qo~onies . 

Lord Bathurst was a High Tory in domestic :po1itioa , 7 but 

thia did not mean that he opposed change within the Colonial 

Office, and in the words Sir Robert Peel wee to make famous; 

l.. Webetr.~r, C .. K. Tbe For!ign Ji!oJ.ic:x: of Qg:..rt~e:r::&a® l.§l.1i-l.82£ , 
:p. ~5 . 

2. ~dwards , p . l.. 
3. Web5t~r, O.K. Tbe Fgr~igp Folic¥ of,CA§t!gpeagh *812-~1.5 , 

P• 3!:). 
4. Young , P• ~8-1.9. 

J3ea.glehol.e , p . 177. 
J:}eagl.e::hol.e, J.O. ?:he Roy&:). Inetruc:t.igns to Colgnial; 

~vernc:tre :t78l-J.8!J4. ll.I . H. a. Vol..?, J.930 . 
5. Webe t ar, C .K. lhfi Foreign PoJ.ic:v g:f Ca.a tl.i:!:resi(h ,l.~~?-l8:L~h 

p . 35 .. 
6. Young, p. J.8-l.9 . 

Beag1ehol.e, p. 1.77. 
7. Roberts, M. Lord Qharls§ SQmerset and thg 

t'l3ea.;u£ort J;_n£J.uence''• A.Y • .B. J.9!:)l., Vo1 .2, p . 30. 



he 6~'\w to rtthe correction of proved ebuses And. the redr(~es 

~ 
of real. grievances . ~he process oi' change in the o:ff ice 

b tJ.gan a ometitMl d.uring J.Hl.O when the o:f:fic.e was di vi.ded into 

the Colonial. and a r depnrtments. 2 A Par~iamentary Under-

::Jec ret a.r;y was placed a.t the head l'"Jf eA.ch de.i>h rtrnant with the 

gacretn.r y of Stn.t1.} in OVl~r-b.l.l. oou.tro~. By ~81.2 the office 

em2l.oyed a £~-time sta:f~ o:f eichte~n. 3 In l8~4 the office 

ren.ched i t o t'laximum dev0J.opmunt; during the we.r . The off'ice 

wa.s '-'xpand.ed s o that the sta:C'f' numbt;;srod twc.:.nty-six; t en in 

the Colonial. Department; t un in the Wa.r JJc1)~'rtment and six 

A:ftc~r t hE:J t1o.r, a cowbina.-

tion of .f:ina.ncia.J. stringency a.nd n a turt:.U. contr:~ction of the 

War Department f orced tlu~ ':Chird ;::iecr.etnry to cut do,,rn his 

sta..f:f, s o that in l.8l.6 the:.! o:f:fice onl.y empl.oyod a staff 

o:f £ourteen . 5 

On Auuust 4th 1.812 Lord Eathura t appointed as his 

Fa.rli..n.mentary Under-~ecratary Henry Gou.lbou.rn, a. fri end of 

.Peel., who :r:·emp...i.n~d in thi.s _position un t:i.l .l)ec embur l.l tb 182l. . 6 

It was ossentia~ £or the ef£ici~nt ~!ing of the office that 

the ~:.iecreta.ry of :.>t ate and .l?ar.~i.runen"t a.ry Under-Secre t a ry 

combined we11 together. Lord B~thurat chose well, for he 

enjoyed a happy aseociat~on with Goulbourn. GouJ.bourn was 

e~ficient, v Gry conscientious , sya t ematic but like Bathurst 

., k' . . . t' 7 . a o 1ng 1n ~mag1na 1 on . It w~e however doubtful whethe r 

~ . Peel, Sir Hobert. H,em~.irs, Vol. II p. 62 . 
2. Young, p. 21.. 
3 . ~n£~!i· Appen d ix a. 
4 . ~. 
5 . ;!;s£r~. Appendix c. 
6 . ;LD!:ri!• Al).!.Jt;}n d i x A and B. 
7. Beagl.,.:hol.e, p. 178. 

Young, p. 46. 



in 1812 the Coloni~ O££icc wo~d have benefitted from 

too much innovation.
1 

\cJh a.t was :first needed was an 

orderly and ef'£icient procedure. Und.er the guidance of 

JJord Bathurst and Goul.bourn this was achieved. It W!\S 

necess~ry becaus e in th~ first pl~ce th&re h ad been an in-

cr~a.se in the numbe r of Co.lon.ies to administer, .n~ a.J..oo an 

incr,,a.se in the volume of corres_vondence. In 1806 the number 

of' ~ettors handled by th~ o££ice w~; two thousnnd £iva 

hundred nnd :fi£ty-f"ive. This numbe r h · .d increased b ,y· 1824 

to 12,450.2 In the second p l a ce a.n orderly and e££icient 

office could adapt itself' mord easily to r e organisation as 

new pol.icies dc:tv~J.oped. Th~ r~t:>ul t of the cff'orts of Bathur1:>t 

and Gou1bourn wa.s that ordllr wan brought to colonia l. clOVt.~rn-

mt::nt a.nd the Co1unia.l. O:f.fice had. ttoat,;.blished i tc. pl .· ce in 

the £ra.me\mrk of' Bri tiah Admini.ntrt\tion 11
•
3 

From 1822 onwards, wh~n significantly ~ord Liverpool 

:r·e- s hu££1e:d his Gabint.~t, r(!l£orm \d thin thG Colonial. Of':fice 

waf3 a.ccel.~rated. The appointment o£ J. WiLJlot-Horton as 

ParliEunont \ry Under-~3ecr,~ta.ry in Decembe-r 1.821 w•'s to p:r.·ove 

decis.i V f:: . ~he ini tio.t.i ve so oms to ha.vv boen his; 4 but ~set ion 

could. not h Hve i'o11ow~d V>~i thout th1:t i.nt ol.J.igont ond ~perBi~;tent 

eu1,port of' Lord lle.thurst. >Jil.mot-Horton we.o an C;!nt.hus i aJ:;tic 

progrt:Hisive. He was not as syflt emati.c as Gou.J.bourn, but wa.s 

hard working~ £orce~u. eager t o see the Colonies well s~rved 

by the Col.onisl. O£fice and above ~. J.ike his predece,s~Jor 

v.orked l'tOl..L with h.is chief, Lo:r.d Bathurs t. 5 

1. J:3eagl.ehol.e, p. l7B. 
2. ;J;nfrf!:. Ap l' t:nd.i.x c. 
3. Young, p. 46. 
4. .i bi d.. p. ~2-3 • 

inf'rfi!t. A:ppandix A. 
5 . Young , p. ?3 . 



6. 

The process o~ r e organisation b egan aLmost i~nediate~y. 

In ~822 bc,g!?.n the great task o£ OV«~rha.ullne the Royal. 

Instructions .given on appointment to each <iov~?.rnor. 1 !.l'hG 

preparation of' 1 Blue BookB' \·Ta s commenced and most important 

o:f a.l.l} Legal. Comr:~issione , o£ which J. T. Bigc;e ' e Cornmiss.ion 

to Naw South Wa.l.as waf~ the r>:r.ototype 9 were sent to al.:L parts 

o:f the }.:Jnpire to revie w and report on the e>yr:;tem of' GoVE:1rn-

ment in each eo~ony. In 1824 eccl.esias tical r e organisation 

was nndertak:en, whil.e in the p~riod 1.824-5 Governoro • CounciJ.a, 

in those colonies where thf:ly did not ~w.ready exis t, \i ,;re es-

tabliahed as Advis ory bodies. At this time al.s o, the Co~onl.ea 

w•.re divided :for administrative purpos es into :fou.r convenient 

geographical. groups, with a. senior cl.ork in charee o£ each 

group. In addition one cJ.e rk was appointed to dea2 speei-

2. 
fic~y with the affaire of one color~. TJ:"ds res ul. ted in 

1825 in an increase in the Colonial Office sta£f in London, 

to twenty-sevun :f'ull.-tittte em1)l.oyees. 3 This was an increase 

of thirteen ovar the 1823 staf.f', but aJ.so Horton saw to it 

that when the o~der cle rks were r8tired, they were repJ.aoed 

by E::d':fieient people : new oi'f'icae W$rEr f'i1~ed onl.y a.:ft t-;r 

care f ul. scrutiny of' appllcants . 4 

no eom,Peti ti ve examina.tion :f'or a spiring oi vil. s e rvant a. The 

po,;rbonnel. of governn1ent o:f'fi oes t:~til.l g·a.ined thvir initial. 

appointment s by patronage. The Co.:tonit:U. Of'fice dii'fcred not 

in method,bu~the qua:tity of i ts appointments w~re u sually 

high e r than in mos t oth~c,r Departments. 5 

1. . BeagJ.ehoJ.e, J.C. 

in£m. AP.i)Emdix 
infra• Appendix 
Y0u.ng , p. 64 . 
Ga.J.bra.i th, J. ~; . 

~he Royal In§truetionf> t2 Colonial 
Gove rnore ,1183-1854. B. I . H.R. Vol.?, l 930. 

c. 
c. 

Rc],uctant EmJ..dre: J:3ri tish .Pol.ioy on 
tho South African Front~er 1834-~, 
I.) • 1.6 • 



7. 

Two ohansee in the structure o£ the offioe w0re of 

parti.cu1ar importance. In the firot p~aoo a Permanent 

Under-Secr~tary was appointed. This was a big step forward, 

oince previous1y one of the major drawba cks in the organia~ 

tion of tho o£:f'ioe. wu.s that there was no permanent of:ficial., 

who oou.ld e f':f'eotive J.y ens ure continuity and co-ordination 

in the office. This was because ~ reAponaibi~ity and 

initiati?e s temmed either from the Sooretary, hie Under-

(\.~ ~ pJi) 
Secretary or~_s ~rivate Seor~tery: these WBre Par~iament-

a ry appointments and liab~~ to dismiss~ with each change 

of aov~rnment. In the second pl.a.oe a full-time legal. 

advisor was appointed - James Stephen, Junior, who had bean 

ompl.oyed by the Colonial 0££ice on a part-time basio since 

l.8l.3. Now that he was empl.oyed full.-time he oolud devote 

aLl hie powerful energi~s to the Colonial O:f':f'ico. Stephen 

w~e a la-wyer o£ oonsidera.bl.e mc,ri. t. Through tho in:f'l.uenoe 

of hie father, and Wil.l.iam Wil.b$rforoe, an intimate famd~ 

friend, ~tephen wae soon invo~ved in the fight for the 

abo1ition of e1nvery in the colonies . It io indicative of 

his character that he ~orsook his hiG~ f~ouriahing private 

practice to b ecome ~eaal. adviAor to the Co1onial. 0£fioe - a 

move which invol.ved some oonsiderab~e finanoia1 1oaa for him~l. 
2 Hin work, at this etaee, wa.a to review a.l.J. col.onia1 consti-

tutional matters, dea9atchee and Governor's instructions. 

~s work was o£ ineotimablo value to the Colo~B1 Office. 

1'he CoJ.o:rU.n.l. Oft'ioe though not al.one in the 

of re£orm and reorganisation 

" process < 

J.. Knaplund, P. Jamoe :.3tephen !ffid the British CoJ.oniN. 
~~atem 1813-~847, P• 14. 

2. Stephen wae appo~ted Permanent Under-Secre tary in 
1836 And held office until J.847. 

( 
v 
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increased its estab~iehment at this time.~ By 1827 much 

had beon achiev ed by Lord .Bathu:~:•f;t~ Corro~.;;ponticnce was an-

sw~red promptly, prob1ems studied, advice given and po~icy 

decided upon. The structure of ths o~£ioe was ~n many ways 

reaponaib1e for the offioien~ manner in which bus~eaa was 

conducted. :Lord Bathurst he~d a. firm grip on tho o:f£ico . 

He trusted hia subordinatos and was able to devolve on them 

a large part of the administrative detai1 .
2 ~his in turn 

£reed him from unneces8ary occupation with details and left 

h~m free to turn to the greP.ter questions o£ po~ioy. It als o 

had the e££eot of expediting business, since aoilloticu:s , i.f 

business was uraent, tha senior clerk would consul. t d i.rectJ.y 

with the SecretAry o£ ~Jta.te , thu s by-passing the Under-

Secretary. Of£ioial procedures w~ra than £1exible and worked 

extr emely well und~r a 8ecret~ry of State who was familiar 

wi th Coloni~ atfaira . 3 

~ho sta;tua of tho poE;i tion of Third St:.cretary of ~tate 

h~e often been underentimatod. ~hough the ColoniaL 0££ic e 

did not carry the prestige of the Foreign Offico or Troasury, 

it wa e not, aays Galbraith, an office to be fi11ed by 

'po1itical hacks' or 'young men on the make• . 4 Thouah Galbraith 

was writing about the pvr~od 1834-1854, it ie also true for 
"'' 

the period 1809-1834, the only exception being Uir Georae 

Murray. s The othe r ~eeretariea we re a11 exporionced po1i-

ticitUle and· ~lministrators and fu~ membP.rs of the v~riouG 

Cabinets in whicll th$y served. ~he preatige o£ the Office 

wae s uch that a formor 2rime Minister, 1ik Gode~ich, did not 

1 . Ycuna, p . 81. 
2. ~- p. 92. 
) . .aisi· p . 94 . 
4. Galbraith, J.S. Reluctant »mpire ; ~ritioh Po1ioy on 

the Soutb Af'rioan ?r\mt!er 1834-l.B!24 . 
P• 1.7. 

5. Young, P • ~. 



.fee~ it beneath his dignity to accept the position.1 

Colonial net~brs ware important and it waa Gs~~ntia1 that 

man. Sl.o.very, throughout this p~riod wa.a a controve:r~dal. 

mu.jor iSGUE: which req_u.ir.erl VtsZ'Y C}1refuJ. hanrl.l.ing. Another 

impo~"tant issue wau th~:,.t of Colonial. Finances. During this 

p~riod the probl.aiil of co.n"t:r.olline and .limiting e.xpendi ture 

2 on the ~~mJ)ire was a. con~:ltant healic>.che :tor the Treasury . 

J:h~ rise in t.hc importt" •. nce o:f tho 0£.fice can al.Bo be eeen 

in the incruase in Colonial. O£f'ice :pa:p~rs prepared by the 

Cf'f'ice, to be l.a.id bo.forB the House o:f' Comr··onc. In 1.016 

only :fou.rtutm papr~r~;;;, filling two hundred and forty-six 

printed f'ol.io :paees werE:! 1.e.i.d before the House of Corr.r:1ons. 

Only nine year·a l.n.ter, thirty-six pa.pGrs f'illing two 

thousand, two hunured printed folio pngee were laid before 

the House.3 

By 1.827 the Col.oniaJ. 01.'£ice was an imr;ortant and effi-

cient o:t'fice o£ ~tate a.nd c~oae:ly invo~ved i:n th~ business 

o£ decision making. The question arises, ho,,e v t.r, o:f how 

Colonial po~icy was formed. l~hi~e eom.;; a.reued that the 

Colonial. Office s1owed down col.oniaJ.. devc1opment "by petty 

inte rventions e.nd procratJtina.tion, oth•--ro argued th1a lac k of 

a cen·t;ral. directive force. It a:ppears that it W£1.6 exoG:ptional. 

for policy to be d~t~rmined by th~ Cabinet. On2y ioc ues such 

a.s al.e.V•:~ry~ emigration and col.on.iu.l. finances wt:::re discussed 

It io di££icul.t to pronotmce with 

final.i ty on the a ubj e ct since th\.tre was no Cabin ot secret arintc 

1. . JoneJa, H.D. grosperity Hobinson. ~he J..d.fe of 
ViacQ,unt G-od erich l.182-l859, p. 21.5 . 

2. GaJ.braith, J.~l. H.el.uctu.nt .. m,;.ire; l:lri,ti~h ~o±tcx 
gn the South African Frsntieyr 
l8J4-685~, p. 17. 

3. Young, p. 284. 
infra. Appendix C. 

4 . Young, p. 1.75. 
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e.nd ito procedure was tha t o£ an in£orma..1. committee t no 

recorda e:r...ist o£ its meetings.~ During tho period 18~2-1.827 

it WOlUd aeem apparent the,t CoJ.oni(:u policy l·ra.a d e t ermined 

by Lord Bathurst, and his 1lrincipl.e a.dv:i.a ors, Goulbot.trn 

and after l82l., \iilmot Horton A.nd J runes !::ltephen, Junior. 

This was b~cauao Lord Ba thurs t waa a senior member of the 

Cubin~t nnd a cloae c onfidant o~ ~ord Liverpoo~, who in 

turn was not noted for £orcins policy on any of his Cabinet 

2 colJ.oa.guae. 

This system was co~nued by Lord Goderich and william 

Hus ki.aaon. 3 The re was , howev(.Jr, tha pc:)riod May J.828 tiJ.:L 

Nov~mber ~30 when the Third Deor~tar.y did not control 

policy. This was during ~ir Cfeorge Murr ay's t enure o£ 

office . Policy wa~ decided by t he Duke o~ Wellington, 

Lord ~athurst, who wae then Lord Pres i dent of Council and 

Gou:lbourn, th(;;n Uha.nceJ.lor of the :.xchequer. Murray wa.s 

treated very much like a Senior CJ.e rk. 4 When, howav ur, 

he made wa y :for Lord Goderich in november 1.830 the position 

The Third Secr~tary then w~~ allowed 
~ 

returned to normal. 

a re~ativeJ.y free hand with whioh to control the policy of the 

Colonial Office. He wao , howev er, always liable to be c en-

s ured in Parliament. 1:3et\'IEI~~n l815 and 1830 th, re we r e few 

deb a t es on Co.lonial. a.:f'f'a iro , apart f rom those on t•~uv~ry, 

trnde and emigrationo A }tudy o£ the topics d e b a t ed r cv Bals 

that in any one session th(;re we r e on an a.v c r a.g o , ten o r so 

d e b Ht oo , three - qua.rtur l3 c>f which w•~rc on sl.a.v~ry E:'!lld trade . 

It wa~ rare indeed for thu a££r~ra of a col.ony to b e deb~ted 

in the Houses of Par~iament . 5 

1. . Youn6 , p . l'(4 . 
2 • i_n:frJ&. A1J pendi.x ..13. 
3. infrq. Appendix A ~J.Il.d .B. 
4. Ymmg, p . llO-lll.. 

i.n:fre.. Ap.Jendix A and .u . 
5 . HanEi;a rd, 2nd ..>eri. t:~e, 1 8 1.5 -1.830. 

\ 

\ 



u. 

The reasons for th:i.s were ·t:wo-:f'ol.d. There were :few 

members of the Houee of Commons who knew anything about 

Colonial A£~airs. This is sho1f.n, for inatanoe, by scrutiny 

of the deb~tes he~d on colonial. issues during this period 

and in particu1ar, the debate of 25th July, 1822, on the 

proposed este.b~.ishment o£ a. Commission of Enqu:lry :f.'or the 

Cape o:f Good Hope, Ceylon and thfJ Loeward Isl.ands.
1 

In this 

debate, controversial in eo far ae these colonies were oon-

cernad, o~ £ive members of th~ Houee spoke, two of whom, 

\rfil.mot Horton and Goul.bourn, W+)ro ei tht:r mP.mber~ or past 

members of the Col.onial Office. 2 ~he field of Co1onis1 policy 

did not lend i·teelf ea.ail.y to being manipul ated by the oppoei-

tion to defeat the government. 3 To the contrary, thGre is 

evidence that in a political crisis the Secreta ry of State 

starved the opposition o~ the relevant faots. 4 It was thus 

difficult for the opposition to areue logically and foroe£u1l.y 

on a s ubj ect e.bout which they re~ied £or th~ir inf'orma.tion, in 

many oaeee , on unre1iab~e sources. This is demonstrated in 

the case o£ the intended im~eachment of Lord Charles Somerset, 5 

when hie antagonists had to rely almost exo~usively £or 

their in£ormation and faots on Mr. ~ishop Burnutt, a most 

unsatisfactory eou.roe, as was admitted by Brougham. In 

pl:'esenting Burnett's petition he str-t.ted 11 that he d.id not 

intend to make himse~£ liable for the truth o£ the petitionur's 

st ~~taments". 6 Hume, another of Somerset's l~ocueers, al.so 

l. }kmeA.rd., Vol. 7, pp. l., 783-1,844 = 1,850-.1,85.1. 
2. JJaiS. 
3. Roberts, M. Lgrd Cfiarles Somerset and the 

"D9aufort InfJ.uenoe". A.Y.B. l.95l, Vol..2, p.2B. 
4. Edwards, p . 135. 
5. infra • Appendix B. 
6. Hansard, Vo~. 13, p . 1,166. 



admitted. that "they wez·e rt<aJ.l.y ignorant of the ai tue.tion 

in the oo~ony ••• u. ~ In the end, the lt'a.bie.n tactics o£ the 

Ministry succeeded. The case £c2~ down and the motion was 

with~ravm. 2 ~hus during this period, Per~iament, and 

indef:)d party pollticE-.>p pl.ayud e. ema.1.2 p c.rt in deterudrdng 

co1onial policy. 3 

Many, then. o:f the cono;:,ptions genoraJ.l.y he2d about the 

ColoniaJ. Of'i'ice and i te p uraorme1 do not a tand up to acrutiey. 

The O£i'i.ce tms controlled by some of the most able poJ.i ticia.ns 

o£ the day. ~he Or£ice itael£ waH comp1~te1y reorganised both 

structuraLly ~ld adminiotrativa~, s o tha t by 1825 it was 

e£iicient and wel.l.-in£oz~~d about the ool.oniee it control.l.ed. 

The ef:ficit:'mcy• t a ct and patience \-lith \>thich the Office dee.:Lt 

with business ie seen moot clearly~ the Erith case. 4 The 

working of the Colon:i.a.l. Of:!.'ica can al.4o b0 seen in the sphere 

of emigration. This is a field o£ s tudy in which much val-

u abl.e information oa.n be obtained. Emigration increased in 

importance throuahout this poriod. Indicative of this w~re 

a numbe~· of factors: ~he increas& o£ deb~tee h el.d on the 

topic of emigration durins this period. 5 the Gov~rnmental 

aponaorina o£ emigration schemes in 1820, 1823 and 1825• and 

the setting up o£ the Se lect Co~Gittee on ~migration in 1826. 

C~osel.y a11iod to the question of omiaration were thG 

various the ori ee held by the Bri tinh rega.rd.ina the h'mpiJ::•e at 

the tim~. One th&ory s tressed tha t ccl.onies s hould be of 

settlement, since onl.y by. bonds of sentiment. race and 

institutions could the F.mpire remain uni£ied . A conflicting 

1. Hfinsard, Vol~ 16, p. 303. 
2. ~. Vol.. 17, p . 1,427. 
3. Roberta, M. Lord Charles §omerset and the 

BwS+utort In:t:l uence 11 , A.Y • .B. l95l, Vol. 2, Po 3l.o 
4. c.o. 48/148. 

49/20;22;24. 
5 . l-Ia.f1sard, 2nd St:Jries , 18l.~-l.830 passim. 



th~ory stressed th.o economic imJ.)orta.nce of co~onif')e. They 

f~ared tha t ooloni~s of settlement would all become r~be12ious 

a.ftE::r thc .fashion o:f the- thi.rt~en 1Unt.rica.n colonies. Colonial. 

tr, ... de was considered t he pri.mP.ry importance of colonies. The 

los~ of th<> Anl"rlcan colon:i~a caus ed much heart)l"Znfusion 

nnd a grGH.ter amount of h ard thinking about tho •. mpire. Con-

tra.:r·y to some opinions, thu latef; t r esearch rev~o.le tha.t 

Bri.tif:lh sta t esmen d id n ot reject colonie s of settlement. 

&-t.th.:tr there "wa.a the dogged det~:~rmi.ns.tion to hold i'ast to 

the pos .essions and exploitation of the remnants of the old 

t• • l .wmpJ.re . Despite the conflicting ideas , British statesmen, 

indu::3trin.J.ists u.nd merch~ts were at one in recogni.oing the 

pot~nti ;.1 comm~rcial. v a lue of the .i..m.oire. 

Clearly then, i£ trade was r.: o important, it was es::J entia.l. 

th<~.t th€: trade r outes were protected, and the Em£.ire made 

~ecure. British policy tried to 0:ffect thBse e n dn . This was 

evident at the Congress of Vienna. C~Gtlereagh's attitude 

is stat~d most exp~icitly in hie •Memorandum on a Maritime 

Pe~ce ' , in whioh he states, amonG oth. r points , that the 

Bri ti. s h Government would e.dhere to a. po~icy which would 

"~£:f 3ct esaentia~J.y the ango.gemt::nt and security of their own 

dominion".
2 

Al. thou gh th.is by no me~tns explp . .ins Bri tinh policy 

in its entirety it W t=l.S one facet of the policy. It wns a. 

policy to which h~ t:1.dherecl a t t he Congress eo that evf:try 

acquisition b y nrit~in was of s tra tegic importance and would 

st-oure Britit:::h tx·ade route s. 3 In fact, E7:x:copt i'or the former 

Dutch co~onies, the Ca.pe o:i' Good Hope and G·ubna, oJ..l other 

acquio itions we re i s landa. 4 The Cape, 'fthe GibraJ. t a r o£ the 

l.. Knorr, K . 1~ . l}ritie.ih Colonif.l.l Theor.ies, 17;?0-1850 , 
p. . 09-2ll.. 

2. C.H.B. £"' • .2 . VoJ.. I. p. 4~~l . 
) • Woodwa rd, L . 'l'ha :.g e gf R<:::form, p . :565. 

C.H. B • . .' . Vol. II • .P • 279. 
4 . Malt a , Heligoln.nd , Ceylon, Tobago, Sa.ntt-t Lucia 

and Haur.i ti us. 

'1....----. 



Southern Oceans" was of course, one of t he moat important 

strategic p orts in th~ wor~d. 

During the Hevo~utionnry ElXld Napol.eonic Wtire the 

a ttention of thu 13ri tis h no.tion WfUJ f'ocuesed on the aecuri ty 

of the }Jmvire . !:Chis did not mean tl:u:d; the idea of col.oniee 

o£ sett2emant w~re r e jected . ~Aigration indee d had been 

]. 
frowned upon, but for economi c and not coloniAl re~sone . 

The influence o f aixto6nth contury e conomic the orists, who 

a.r~ed tha;t emigr ation woul.d not he b en e ficial. to the e conomy 

of the country, was sti~ being felt in ~rit~~ at thio time .
2 

Thu. t;urn of the century saw a positive change in attitude and 

oentiment towr,rds c:!miara.t:ion. 3 Thin wo.e due to proba.bl.y 

inte:r.rel.B.ta d factors - acononlic dietres~ ar.ld the seeming 

over-popul.ation o:f Great l.iritnin. 4 
Af.t ~r ~81~, d u u to a 

v r iet y o£ c~auaee, not 2 a. t of wh:Lch \ias the change-over 

from a w •r (~conomy to a .POP.c e economy, th. re WAS much unempl.oy-

ment ~~d unde r-employment, e.a witne~aed ~n the tremendous 

growth of pool:" re~i.ef. Th~ wri tinge of Thomas fo1a.l.thuei:Jt.;"-lt.v-A. va 
0 11-vl.- I .., '""" (\ ( p dY ~ 

emph asi sed the th&ory tha t pop~ation wot1:.Ld outrun cub siatcnce, 
;wY\ "'"~'!~~ 

for the ~a.tt+~r can only ex:pand in ari thm<--)tic al. ratio, while 

5 j)Opul.a.tion increases .in tJ€10m€:trioal. ra.t:t o . ' e t o:tesmen we r e J 

confronted on the one hand wi. th the _probJ.am of t rying to ~ J 
{ 

solve unemvloymont and on the oth .r h~nd a theory which im-

plied it was imp.os~ibJ.e to s olve . One mt::thod which present e d 

itself was J.arge scal.e emi~ra.tion - a method which Mal.thus 

hime•.;l f thought woul.d improve th~J poBi tion. 
6 

The {Xov .:. rnment 

J. . Knol:'r, K . · ~ . Bri tir;h Colonial. ~}teorits • .J,1~0-l.850, 
p. ~U3 . 

2 . ,,. 
..J • 
4 . 

ibid. 
~bid. 
Kna_pl.W'ld, 1.,. James tlt aehen und the Bri;!;i.~1h Col.onie.J. 

l.):zatem 1 8J.5-lfj1:£, .1:> • 66. 
5 • w rot t s on, ~~ • ~he Reign of George III , p . 5.31. 
6. lU: .• orr, K. ~~. Britis h Col onial. The()ri. es l75_U-18 20 , 

--:--P • 2 77 • u.'""* .7 <.__:I.L. p . 3ll. ~ 



wa s not eager howt..:v;~:t:', to embark on .such o. s cheme, since it 

wouJ.d requ.ire a aubst?..nt.ia.l. expenditure , which the {;ovornmBnt, 

i.n't.; e nt on a poJ.i.cy of r"~trenchm<~nt, WttS not !;,repared to meet . 

l~vt~nts forced the gov·~rnmont to r-id<),Pt a more positive 

a.pproe.ch. Continued economic di BtrfJSG, and the J.a.rge- t:caJ.e 

~ emig.rn.ti.on to the Uni. ted ;~ta.tea I:Ua.rmed the e.uthori ties • l. 

Though the'* govvrnmont was nv••r se to the idea of pJ.a.nned emigre.-

tion to ~ri tioh col.oniee, it was ~van more perturbod OVE::r the 

J.oaa o£ popul.a:tio:n to the United ~3ta.tes of' America. Hence 

efforts were m~o~de to def~eet the stream of emigrants to her 

col.oniee. Since New South Wa.l.ee wa.G still e.. convict settJ.e-

mt:mt, Ca.na.da. and the Cape o:f Good Hope w .re than the onl.y 

two col.onies avail.abl.e f or s~ttl.ement . l~igration began 

ca.utiousJ.y aftE~r the ol.oe.e of' the Na.pol.eonic W£t:re on a 

priva te basis: th4} government onl.y he~ped to the extent of 

g iving emigra.nto a :ran:ta at l.and . Schemes we re limite d and 

l.oca.l.iaed. ~hey oona i e t ed ma.inl.y o:f' pl.acing E~X-t:H~:t"Vicemen 

on l.ocatior.~.a in Ca.na.da.. 3 In th.ia way Ca rl.eton County wa.s 

s~ttl.ed in 1.8J.8 . The 99th l{f)giment of Foot, after serving 

in Wellington • s l?eninsul~ Can1p~:t.ien a.nd in the Am~.!rican War 

l61.2-1.8l.4, h~:td bee n stationed a.t Quebec. lt W(:i.S considered 

unwise to r<~c11l.l. the R~giment in order to disband it in 

Britain. As a result, the eol.dic r & were offered aettl.ements 

iiJnrl.ier anothe r mil.i ta.ry a e ttJ.ement had 

be~n set up in Pe t erborough County in l.81.6 . I n 1.81.8 a s mal.l. 

party :from Cumbe rland a~ttled in the same r egion. ~hey we re 

1. Goldswa~e , J. 1!~! Chronicle o£ J e remian Goldawaine~ p . XIII . 
C.O. 48/ 44 Lot t..•~r No. 593, W. Myl.ne to Col.oni.a.:L O.ff.ice. 

2. Kn.a.pl.und. P . Jamea Stephen and ·the :British Colonial. 
SYs ;tem ~81.3-).841 , p. 67. ,/ 

3. C. H.B. B. Vol. . II , p . 282 . 
4. Guille t, .~<; . c • .lligrJ_y; Lif'e in U Jp•:r Cana.d~, p. 50. 
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:tol.l.ow0d in ~820 by smne twenty famiJ.iee.J. L E.t can be seen, 

nonG o£ the schemes cou.l.d in. al'J.Y way remotely a.lleviate the 

position in Hritain. 

~chemef.> to the Cape of Good Hope Wf~:t"e on a dift'.arent 

patt~rn. In l.8l.7 13enjam.in Moodie, the son o:f the Laird of 

M.:al.sE:tter, ca.re:fuJ.J.y eel.ectad two hundred unmarried artisans 

£rom .l!;di.nburgh. 2 He undertook to pay their fare to the Cape 

and in return, they w~;:re to work for hi.m for three yea..:t•B. 3 

'.Che scheme was successful. in ao far a.t':l the J.a.bourera f'c:.1und 

an a bundant demand for their l.a.bour. Contrary to gent::raJ. 

opinion it wH.s neither a. prof'i table nor a. successful. under-

taking i.'or Moodie . 4 Many oi' the l.abourers broke their con-

tr~cts without repaying him. In the £ollowing year there 

Wf~re two considere.b.ly smal.l.er schemes conductod by a 

Mr. Goal.ing and Mr. ~ait respoctivel.y. These schemes to 

the Cape indicated the.t th·-~re was e. s u.bPStantiaJ. demand :for 

skilled l.u.bour.era in the col.o:ny. Those to Canada showed that 

there was l.ittl.e or no dezru:>.nd f'or l.a.bour, but tha t a£tor 

ini tia.l. ho.rdsh:i.ps, emigran'ts Wi,.re a.bl.e to s~ttl.e down to a 

reasonably happy and comfortable exit·t ence . 

By 1.8.1.9 the govarnm~nt was cl.earl.y being driven by 

e c onor!l:i.c condi. tions in Bri ta..in to consider pl.anned emie ration. 

H.-;re the Ca.pe of' Good Hope had two special. cl.airns to make. 

One w s the desire of the Cape Gov~rnment to settl.e a large 

po:pul.ti.tion on the .t::aet e rz . :b~ronti er. It was hoped that they 

would b~come an integr~il part of the d~£~nce s y Lt e m o f the 

.t''ron ti \'i:r . It was a. pl.an which had been :first propose d by 

OoJ.onvl. Graha m in 1.8.1.2 , 5 
o.nd ~tThich was taken up in .1.8.1.8 by 

l. . Guillet, B. a. R~ Life in Uppe r Canada, p. 50. 
2. Cory, Vol. II, p .6-7. 
:;. ~-
4. Burro;.rs, JC.H. A ~;tud,:y: in Pionee rin,s : .. The Moodias 

o.f' !"lel.se tter. 
5. Cory, Vol. . II, p .6. 



~ the Governor, Lord Char~es Somerset . ~he Oo~onial 0£fio~ 

for their part hoped that this eoheme wou1d reduce the ex­

penGe o£ mau~tainiug a large body of troops on that Frontier.
2 

This woul.d pl.a.cate the ~reur;ury which wae int<rtnt on cutting 

3 down axp~nditure on the d~fenoe of the ~mpir~ . Since more-

over, Lol"d Da:thu.ret wanted to de.fend d.epa.rtmantaJ. autonomy 

which wouJ.d thf~oretica.J..l¥ make for the solvency o:t' ths Cape . 

Apart £rom the question o£ d e f enoe, emigration to the Cape 

had more to commend it . The reports o£ the ol.imate, eoiJ. end 

v egt::tation o:f! the Cape W•-~re more favourable thrill those o£ 

Canada. . ~is wa.e important, ai.nee .in many wa.y.J the scheme 

ObvioueJ.y the e~nding of some £ive 

thousand people to ·th~; Cape woul.d not in i tseJ.:£ r educe the 

r edundant ~opuJ.ation in Great Britain in any significant w~. 

It was seen as a pi~ot s cheme which wo~d b e watched carefuJ.ly 

Hltd, if' suocef>ts:f'u~, woul.d "be repeated . ~he f'aot that the 

s cheme proved di£~icult to orsani~e, that it cost the ~reaaury 

£36,00() more than waa aJ.l.ooate d by l?~:r1iament, 5 meant that 

the ao~~:rnment was not keen to repeat the exper~ment. This 

I nquiry on EmiBr ation aet up in ~826. The at·titude adopted. oy 

the C!omn~i ttee, :la id down in a. reso~ution, was that ·thure ootll.d 

b& no assi r~ta.noe f'rorn National. Jrund.s unl.eee "priv~te or loottl. 

contribution, in aon1e sha.pe ••• tt :t'onru:J:d 1tthlii ba~_,is of a.ny 

6 
0ystf~m o:f $m1~ration. " 

l.. Walker, li: . A. A Hia tqry gf South'S'rn .Afri.Cfh p . ~56-l.57 . 
2 . Young, p. 38-39 . 
3 . Ga.l.brai.th, J. S . R~luota.nt ,; ;nlJ)ire : JAriti?h .l?gllox: 

sm. the BQ-qth Mri,.can Jc'p,on3;2-or 
4834-1.82~. p . 2. 

4. C.H. B. J3 . Vol.. II, P• 443. 
5. TheaJ., G. M. Haaf:i tQr;v o:f Sou;th Afrisa .l.7;?5-;Lt!72, 

Vo~. 5, P• 359 . 
6. H. L. :p . l.. 



~8 . 

The 1820 Settlur scheme wa~ £o1lowed by schemes in l823 

and 1825 which settled Irish paupers in Uppoi:::r Canada.. This 

was an attempt to alleviate the !)light o:f the Iri~h labourer. 

The absence o£ a:ny system o£ :Poor Relief, abs entee l.endl.ords, 

ignorance and ovEJr-pop ul.a.tio.n combined t;o yroduce in IrE~land 

a disastrous a ituation.
1 Theea) three schemes in 1.820, 182) 

and 1825 were the only ones spons ored by tl1e government. ~he 

great majority o£ emigrants emigrated on a private bauis, 

poverty notwithe tanding.
2 

In 1823, for instance, the govern-

ment asei Hted some one thousri.lld emigrants, while eixtelim 

thousand emigrn.ted by pri v a.t e mea.na. 3 In 1825 onJ..y a 

s e v enth o£ those who emigrated wero assistGd by thu govorn-

ment 1 in a year when sr~a.tor numbers than in l.H23 "'"~re assist-

ed. By 1831 the annual number of emigrants had rison to 

eighty-three thousu.nd . It is e a timo.tt::d that in tht:.: qu a rter 

c entury after 1815 some one mil.~ion peopl e emi grated, the 

v a ... t majority of: whom received no assistance :frotn the gov ern-

mt.!nt. 4 

By £ar the groat ost proportion of these emigrants sailed 

across the At~anti.c to sett~e eithe r in Canada or ~ the 

United States of .Am4i;j'rica. A sma.D.. p roportion emi gr· .ted to 

the Cape, Aus tra.l.ia, and in due course New .ZeaJ.r.\ll.d, though 

the flow o£ free emigrant~ to Australau i a only began after 

~830. The conditions und(~r llhich emigration was conducted in 

the various oolonios ve.rias considarabl.y. The ho.rdships 

su:f':f'ered by the 1820 Settlers at the Cape of <k>od Hope have 

~. C.H. B.E. Vo~. II, p. 489. 
2. ~. p . 44j . 
3 . ibid. 
4. i bid . 



often been desoribed. 1 Thes e h ardships, however, pale in 

compi~ison with the h~rdshipo suff~red by emierants to Canada 

a t the same time, and a t kater dates in Australia a~d New 

2 
~eal.~d . J~iaranta to Canada were ~aced with the terrible 

conditions in the s~pe transporting them aoroas the At1antio. 

Kathleen Walpole shows, that in many oases the conditione were 

no b e tter, and at times worse, than had been the case in slave 

transport ships . 3 The 1820 Settlers on the oth~r h6nd, we re 

chipped in naval tranoports. Conditione wure to1erab1y oom-

£ortable. Naval r~tions were provided, as wa r e doctors. ~he 

emi cranta to Canada were provided with none of these fncilities . 4 

It was not surprising that the death rate on these ships was 

high. Once the emigrants arrived in Canada, they ware fnced 

with an extremely harah climate, swamps, for~sts and systems 

of communications which frequently were unue~ble . Great 

distances hed to b e covered on foot. It was not unheard of ~n 

Car~eton County for peopl o to w~ forty mi~es carrying eeod 

wheat to their l.oca.tions.S Undvu.btedl.y, the 1820 

Sett~ers dici ha.ve to b ear ho.rdahips , but theee certa.inl.y were 

trifl.ing when compa:t:'ed to those suf':ft,red by the early emigrants 

to Upper Canada. 

1 . of. ~dwarda; Cory; Hookly and Thea1. 
2. Guillet, H.c. HA.rl.Y Life in UJ2pcr Canada. 

liaJ..e, J . Settl.ex:e. 
3. Wal.pole , K.A. &miaration to Br~tieh North America 

under th~ !!,ar\4. fe.se anser Acts . ~893-J.842, 
B.I.R.R. Vol. . 7, 1930, P• 187. 

4. ~· 
5. Guillet, .E . C. .i.\l9,r).y .,Li =ee in Upp~r Qa,nada.. 
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20. 

~he .:.-robable n eed :for p~a.nned emigration :first became 

c~ear afte r 18~5. Af."t t'!r the ~e20 Settler s cheme to tho 

Cape o:f Good Hope B.nd the tv.·o schemes to Cana.dl\ in 1823 

nnd 1.825, Perlia.Jn.:::n·t S t.t up, in 1826, the S el.eet Co:mr.,i ttee 

on .<!:migration from Gret:~t .Bri t a:in. The Repor-ts o:t' the 

Comrr.i ttee as well. as the minutes and ~vid folnce gi van be£ ore 

it, rev~aJ. much informn.tion abou't the e conomic and social. 

condj. tion~ pr~vr.Uent, not onl.y in GrE:Je.t Br.i ta.i.n, but al.so 

in h vr Col.oniea . 1 

~he Committee "'as methodic.~ and thorough i.n i tn collection 

o:f ~vidence . The :i.nv~sti.ga.tion can be dividad into two pa.rts. 

In the ±'irE:Jt place the Committee wa.~ a.nx:ioue to esta blish the 

t::xtent o£ the ~eged1y redundant J)OpuJ.a.tion in crrea.t .a::ri. ta:in. 
2 

They w, re anxious to dia cove r ·wheth· .. r c e rtain aren.a .nel.d a 

graa.t ~r .Proportion of the rudunde.nt .. _.~opuJ.at:ion tn~m others. 

AJ.~ St,ction& ('.1 £ 'the popuJ.a·t:ion were intt=..~rviewed. Peers, 

M<:~mb E;.rr; o:f :Pa.r.l.iamcmt, Ovorset:r~ ':>£ -the Poor, pa~ish pri es:;; t s , 

:indus tria.l.is t a, weE v era eutd labour~.:rs were aJ.l brouBht b e£or e 

tht: Comr.i ttee . The que~tiol'ls ask ed w.,.re not conf'i n ed mereJ.y 

·to est ablishinB the ext ent of the redundant popu~ation. Thoae 

intervie\te d we r e asked to ata:I;G their opinions a~;.; to the c a.u s(lB 

o£ unemp1oym~nt, the meanB by which the s ituation c ould be re-

medi a d, th(!Ji ·r.· a.tti tude towH.rds emierat:ion and t he will.ingneaa 

of people to c ontribute tow~'!.rde a scheme of emigration. 

The Committee h ad as its second obj e ctive to f ind out the 

colonial. a.t-ti tude towards eruigra.tion £rom l:tr<i.A.t Hri ·ta.in . Hera 

again many di:f:t\;,r ent l;eovl.e were inte rviewed. .Ruc~nt and 

e•::>ta.bli a h ed col.oni s t s , f'a.rroers , bu~i.nE~asmen, govt~rntnt.nt 

l. H.L. 
2. lt is c~0ar :frol'l the i:, t;~ .. <.t tha.t the t~rm *=~dundant was 

u sed to d eacri b e tho so f'o:r. whom th•:::rc WF.l.B no se:ttl.ed 
em.uloym~n t. 1'he to:r.>n ••unP-mploye d 11 be::;p.n to be used 
as a noun in tht: l.880's. 



emp~oyees and churchmen were among those who eave evidence. 

Those interviewed £rom the Cape ~o~ony w~re H.~. aton a 

buainGssma.n £rom Cape ~0\.,n; G·1--.:orge ~horap5on a tra.vL~lor; 

lJ~.l?. l!'rancis, J!. Ca.rl.iale, Lieut. T.e. \>ihite and 'l'hom.ae Fringl.e 

all members of the l.820 ~ettlement &chewe; Henry Ellis a 

l. former .l)eyuty 0oloniaJ. B~creta.ry of the 0olony. The Committee 

wanted to esta:bJ.ish whetht.or th(1re wns a deme.nu for emigrants 

i n the var~ous col.o~es. The coJ.oniea ~ which they were 

partic~arly intere s t ed were {;s.nn.da, the Cape o£ Good Hope 

and N6w South Wales. Once they h ad eGtab~ished that there 

wa.s a demand for emigrants, the questions were ••iracted to-

wards establishing the b&st means of settling emigrants in 

the colon ies. The Committee was a1:3o moet interen ted in try-

ing to astA.bl.ish, wheth•:~r amiarants would b~ abl.e to pay back 

the co~t of th~ir establ~ahroant in the Coloniee.
2 

Among the interesting yernonal.i tiea interviel-red we.B the 

Rev. ~ o R. Malthus. Malthue as an economdet had enjoyed great 

in~luence with the intellectuals of hi& day eince the publica-

ti.on, in l.79'f, of hie ' .Wt..aN£ on the l'rinoipl.a o£ .P.oeuJ.e.tion 

a.e it ef,f'ectn the .b'uture lmprovemont o£ f3oci,et~.' The <::vidence 

ho gave showed t h at his views a.o expressed in his J~esa:v; were 

unchanged. He sta.tad that the popuJ.a:tion wa.s increaG.ing too 

rapi dly £or the a.vail.e.ble euvpJ.y of employment. The rosu:Lt 

we.s that wages would. be J.O\fered to the absolute minimum. The 

growth o£ population would eventually be checked by the amount 

o:f food a.vA.iJ.a.ble and a ba.J.a.noe established, ttbut it will be 

checked at the expenae o:f prodigious quP..nti ty of misery••. 3 

l. H. L. 
2. H. L. 
3 . H. L . 3rd Report1 29th June 1827, p. 3ll. 



22. 

Ma.~ thus argued ·that the j_ntroduction of rna.chiner-.r had al.so 

contributed towo.rds unem1JJ..oyment and dislocation of' la.'bour. 

A oystem o£ emigration, he maintained, wo~d in part remedy 

th 't t. l - e s~ ua. J..on. 

Mal.thus focussed attention on what he r~garded as the 

two ma.:in oa.uses of economic distreen at this timo; the 

growth o:f population and dis:pJ.a.caru\3nt o:f. l.t~bour by machinery . 

There. w\Sir C>, how t.:v~r, o thtlr factor~> wh.icl'l ha did not touch upon, 

one of 'l<rhich, thr, end of the N~poleonic Ware, was of particular 

importance in the ~ost-war decade. ~ven in the twentieth 

century, the problem o:f adjusting from a wn.r a conomy i s diffi-

cult to r eoolve. In 1815 after the Revolutionary and 

Napoleonic v:~'~.rs, the l:>~obl.em wa.e barely diagnosed, much less 

resolverl. ~he etRte lacked both the fiscal and the admini-

strc.tive resources :for pla:n.nine on e. nation- wide sca.J.e, and 

·t ho prevailing economic opinions we re against any att<=:m]lt to 

direct or r egl.:tla.te employment or conditions of wo:r·k a nd wagc~s. 

In the muetm:-ing o£ resources £or war, the pace of change in 

o.gricul ture and industry had been ~~ccel.erated . .Pea.ca brouBht 

with it the wi. thdrawa.~ of' large govr=rnm(~nt contract:-.;, the dis-

location o:t' ext t;•rne.l. markets, and as T.~~. A.r~.hton has indicated, 

damobili.eta:l;ion threw some 300,000 nen on the :t.a.bour marke t 

at a time when tlle d emand £or labour was oontracting. 2 

The moasureu which w;.-~:re t a.kon, were either harmful. or non-

effective. The Corn Laws of 18J.5 t'i'e re an a ttempt to revive 

the p rotection of agricultu~a.l. interests, whether those of 

1.andlord, fa.t'Ille r or lE.:1boure:r•, from the collapse which woul.d 

:follow :from unrestricted imports of corn. Since th~ l.c-t.nd t .?..x 

l. H.L. 3rd Heport: 29th .Ji.m& 1.827, .P· 311 
2. r~o8hton, T.S. The ,:Cnd.ugtr;i,al. ge....,-o_lution, ;>. 1.50 . 



and the poor r~te fe~~ almost entir~~Y on ~he land owx1ers and 

th.e war. the lrtcoue Tfl.x l?'.l:"Ld other 'iTar ta.xe c w.: r e repea~ed. 

Thi{;; tlefl..nt that the govt:·r:n:c:-.nt Wf";~.~ i'orced to rely £or r.;venua 

j:,xcis&a. Hence it wae difficult i;o r~move thG re~:;·trictiona 

on trarle which :::orne w~.r& ~~l.r •1.dy bf$e;in.<:'ling to rc;&srd as un -

tho puc~ o£ r~covary, t-;tnbi~is8.tion ruld ... :x . .Qant.;:ion 1<10 8 hcJ.d 

The e:ffect.:; of' war nnd peace and the induntria..1. change 

on th8 stS:i..nda.J:-d o±' J.iviue. rumn..ins deba.t3.blt- grour.d. The 

o£ living :r.ose O:t' fell.. ~he '_pesE.imi;.;t~> ' he"l.d.ed b~r fdca:r.•ct.o , 

iYr£u thut::;, tht: RMur.onds , th~:: \iebbs and latterly by Hol:.,sbawn, 

mfl.i:ntnin that it fel~. Tho 'oytimist<: ' l.ed by jliJr-.cu.uJ.ay, 

roee. J.iu.ch o£ t.he cu.r:r•&rJ.t r:.r~u;·oent tt:trn.s o:>.~. th . .J sources 

Hr.r"t·..; el.:L juetl.:>- yoint,~ out 

th:'l.t mtt.ch o:f th.:. cCJntJ:'OV~~r.sy har> ~2-ri:.•en r:H,~caus'-. the writers 

...trgue about d if:ft r ent a.t:;_J;H::cts c£ the t')pi.::e, w:L thou·t clearly 

. ., t . :f . th . . 1. :i 0 • t . .. . 2 
~U0D 1 y1ng . • H f 1~ ~ 0~ 1DV~S 2ga~10n. It does s~em 

to be ab:l.e to d~ri vG BOll!~ concl.u.eion.e. Both schools o£ 

thought agree tht:\t con.di tionD were h arsh in Gr~:lat Dr.i ta.in. 

Yet :i.t C•3~ms , d~avite Hobabawn ' s nreumentc , t.ha.t th~re was 

1. . II~n·twf~J.l, H. M. .~conomic ll.it'>tory_R(~v;iew 1960-l~H.;J.; 
l96 3-1.9nfl·~ 
J ournal of ~conomic Hit5to:r.:y; 1.9:.9. 

Hobf:bawn, JIJ .J. Economic His,tory Review l9;?7-l95:J; 
;;b96;5-l()fui... 

2. Ua rtwel.l, H.M.. i-,Jcongmic H:i;Btory H~:bV;i.gw J,Qt>j-1.264, P• 1.35 . 



a s J.ow, but £al.t f';ring, unflve n ar .. d. o:t't~~n J.ooal.isec. ris e in 

, li d 1. tl ~ t.' t k~ :L c • ._a Gs ve p easnn y a nu C')l"' . or .et.r.J.i.Y. To thn contrP..ry 

clt.r~rly brout:;ht out in the lett :·r~ of a.l1pJ.:!..caticn for th\3 

sch~me to Sc3ttJ.e people in tho Ca.p,;; of c-.ood Hope . 
2 

There has not yet be,,;n u.:ndf~rtaken o.ny g~~n,raJ. ~tudy 

of the J.stters of a.I>Plicution t o the CoJ..o:n.ia.l Office, as 

evidence ei th.;..:r• of opinions about emigration, or ol.' the 

economic :fac tor s whichprompted rn ~=om to e mi &r a.te. I·!; is pro-

poe ed in th:ts cha:pt ... ~r to comnw nt on a. sa.m1JJ.e of the J.t::tters 

of' al'Plication s ubmi tteci b y persons intem.ting to emi~rt!.te 

to th~ lJa.J;,e t to t:.t:•y to sugges-t Hhich trades s hol>! the 

grea.tt~st incidence of dic-.:.tr~ZBL und. to r e -exan.ine tht; back-

ground f'ro.rr, which th<J 1820 Settlers CaJ'l'H~ . Tht.re wr::re more 

ruled out the i<.l.eeW.. n:.ethod o f co~pJ.et£~ stn.t:h;t.ice.~ analysis . 

~:lince the ~etters r•1oreovt=..:r wor e arr a n snd alphabetically a nd 

not r . .-uionru.ly, ::l.ll. lnt .noive J.ocr.J.. t..;'Cltdy \lfl:;.s not posu:ibl.~ a.t 

t his ;jm'lcture. The method f'oJ.lowEod c a n b cBt be d.;:H3cri.bed 

th~rcfore as one o'f' random sa.rnpl.ing . Th e se-rClpl.~ at.udied 

'\'1:-IB tht. .l.ettero o:f aJ.):plica.tion irrec,a:.eoti ve of: c..rea, sta.tus 

o r occupation, or surnameo beBinnin~ with the l.e tters A and 

n . In B,d.di tion the J.ett~lre per-t ainine t o tht-) ore'3.nisati.on 

o£ the parti es r l=l.i f)ed by Ja~~s ~'hornas ::~ri th, GharJ.ea DaJ.gairns 

ar~d J ohn Henry Dixon, who w~re neiJhbours in Albany, were in­

cluded. in tht:. r.' tudy . 3 In all sor.o t·.~ o hundr ed and Bt$VCnty-five 

l. 
I') 
.:... 

:Ht•rtwe-11., H . M. }~conomic Hi Rtory Review l96:5-J.96t1, p.J.35 
IJ.() . 48/41-46. 
in:f.ra.. Chapt •::!r III, .PP• l -5. 



J.ette1:.·e involving mo:t'e than six hun.dr~d incl.ividunls were 

studied. 

The selected J..a ttel:"n m!'!.y be d;.vi.ded into t.hre~) groupe. 

The f~irst group C<lnsit?tecl o:e lettsrr:> received by the Colonial. 

0£:f.'ice, from the l~-"1n.don. areR. This grm:tp was th€ la:r.gest 

a:r.d n.ccount ed for fif'ty-i'our per cent of thf?' totn1 n-umber 

of J.ett,'ilrs rec i;ivc ~J. . !rh•; .seco:r:.d g:r.oup iYlCl.uded letters 

rP.cei ved f'rot.t aJ_l oth~r parts of J~ngl.a.nd, accounting £or 

almont n que.rt~r (~4. ' ) o~f' th~ J.ott.~re. The thirci group 

consig'ted o:f the letters rt.cei ved from Irelnn<l and ~~cotJ..ond 

l 
h1elv~ par c ent . 

'.rhe j;):r.'€pOndoran,ce O'f' J..E~tt~}rS :f:"rQr~ the I10llflOU El.rG!l.t hOWeVer , 

should not be ovor-E.. tro<.·f:~ t.:d. '.l' b.o nu:mb,:;:r of' letters iti certain-

ly si£;ni:f'icP.nt but i. t ohould not be c •msi.dorad. in i.:1ol.ation '] 

:from other :fn ctorc. Single: J.ett~r=~ , f'or e ·x:runp le, o:ft c:;.n i n- -~ 
Cv~ 

cludt::d listG o f' names. A singl.e ~ett \3r froM JM.:i.nbu.re:h sent 

forw '~trcl by the p:r·opos(~r inc:J.uded a hundr~d F'.i.~rn~.tn:cRs . 2 
!f 

e ccunt p e r ca:pi t o. be made tlw pt~rcen:t:"',Ja di.t-:tribution a.1. t ~;rs 

significantly. ~he London nrea only accounte d :fo r th.irty-five 

P·~ :.t.~ ce11t • Ire l c·.nd c.n.d ~)cotJ.rotd. thirty-six p r-::::r. c~nt t'l.nd. the 

3 
r.-7;~t o:f .dngle.nd. r..in~tucn p 3r c~nt. Aneth .r :fa ctor to be 

t~:;.k.;n into a c count iEi this. Th& ;.)respecti-ve 1..:-)ad.e r o.f a. 

p ,,1rty o£t .:.'n took up t c t:tporo.ry dof!liciJ.e in .Uondor..: he:ace a 

JJOnd o:n. ndcl.r.)ss. do~.;.G net necesoe.J:·i J.y indica te that the appl.i-

ca.nt WE\& a London\-3r. Again l.rtrr~e par·ti .es ~ik0 B'1.Ll_i ;~ ' s or 

\t..'i~son' ~:> filled up th~ir. lictf:~ by 2n..r:: t minute r~crui t i ng :from 

o ·l;ht.:r p r-.rties and individuals not ncc,~pted. hy tht> Col.onial. 

Office . Since appl.ica.nt.s had to })i-1::/ a do:oo~i t of £1.0 p Qr head, 

unom.t)loyc d. p e rsons, o2• those in rc<~f<:ipt o"£ pour. J::' t-Jl.ie:f:' c<n1l.d 

1. . Ten p{~r cent o£ th.z Lett~rs could llOt b e identif·i -·;d 
geoera.phi.ca~~y . 

2 . <J. 0 . 4;J/44, ~~. 1~1ylrle to CoJ.oniA.l. O:t':f:ice. lJe tt dr No : 6 48 . 
3. infra. Appendix D. I . 
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meke no direct app~ication in their own n tlme. Hence it i.e 

onJ.y when the legal. domicile crt each individual. has been 

established that the regiona.~L origins of th~~ settlement 

may be comm~nted upon. 

The let;t~rs (!tXaxnined, •,Thetht.n:• :from succesf>i'u::;_ or \m-

people to apply to emi~rate to tho Cape. Ar;, has be,.n pointed 

. 1 --,l. b 2'i l was neoeeLa.rJ..~Y em~ ; a are ,<>. ~ho majority of those 

who did apply 'Wrote f'roro London addrf-tSGes. 
2 

'!'heir letters 

clearly show the aoonomic harde;h:i..ps au:fi'ared a.t this time . 

John And:r:•eae.~, li.vints in Mile h"nd hsd not heon able to find 

employment :for foul:' YicJal?s. 3 ~he plight o£ Georgo An·ierson was 

worse. He had a f~unil.y o£ Bix to eup~ort, but had not been 

able to £ind eri,PJ..;)~m~ht :for two yt~a:rs " He ble.m~s this on the 

depression into which t:rade had fal.~en. 4 Tht: J.ettor w:ri tten 

by J. Moor($ wa!i'· b~un t R.ud to the point. It I ham (sic) dcsi:r.-

Ot.tf; o:f: going to th~ Ca.o{:; being out of thu means of' .8Ub~d : d:; once .. 

l ham ( s ic) a. single:) m.e.n o£ about .22 years oi' age •• •• " 5 Even 

thoee iu govtjrl:unent employmt;nt were not certr-':l.in of keHping 

their job, a.a iEi tJt}en in the case of H. Itioore. He had b een 

ernpl.oyed in His 1-iaj ,c;ety' a 1-~int; and was ~::~t th<:i.t time out of 

work. 
6 It is not surprising that there s hou.J.d be an app~ioa-

t ion by £ive hrold-koom w~avers. ell unempl.oyed . 7 Many writers 

~. ~n:frg.. Appendix D. !I • .. 
2. ;i.bi(l. 
3. c.o. 4&/4~; .J • . Andresb to Co~onia~ O:f'.f'ice. lJe:tter No: 20 . 
4 . ib~P, . G-. Anderson to Oolo11ia.l. O£±'ica, .Letter Not ~20 .. 
5 . c . u. 48/44; ,J. 1·1oor~ to 0olon~a.~ O:f:t'ice, L€.tt~l."' No: 57'7. 
6 . ,ibrii.s!,. H. t•loo:r.e to Colonial. Ofi'ice • .Lett t>:r No: 468 . 
7. ~· T. jj; . Plil.J.a rd to Ooloni.al. Oi:fice, Letter No: 486 . 



have shown that of aJ.~ trades mo8t depreF?sed by the 

Industrial Ravo~ution, the hand-loom weavin~ trade was the 

hardest hit.~ The ~etters support the vi ew tha t despite 

th~ settlement laws th~re was a drift of displaced persons 

to the towns. 

The number o£ ex-servicemen who a.pp~ied to emigrate was 

sm~l; thirty-five out o£ the total o£ eix hundred and thirty 

2 
applicants. ~he r easons which prompted them to apply 

were firstly that their pensions or ha.l.f-pay, e.s the case 

may ha.v~ been, were inadequate. Secondly they had been un-

ahl~ to find suitable employment. Nearly a. quarte r of the 

ex-servicemen had s e rved at one time in the Cape . ' There 

were applications from men such as W. McKay who had not only 

been present at the taking of the Cape in 1806, but also 

had served under Colonel Graham on the ;astern ~rontier.4 

It appears t hat these men, with ful.l knowledge of the 

s ituation in the CA.pe were as eage r, if not more eo, than 

The majority of tha ~etters were divided into two groups 

of occupations; labourers and f~rm~rs on tho one hand and 

skil.J.ed tradeomen on the other. The fa.r.ro E:Ors and la.bourt:~ra 

a ccounted for 28% of the letters of appl.ication examined, 

\thioh was sl.ightly ~esti than tho proportion of skilled 

artisans ( 31%) . 5 In the London a r ea the farm~rs made up 40~ 

of those who appl.ied. Surpris ingly this was a little higher 

than the percant~ge of appl.icants who w~re skilled artisans(37%)~ 
The following could account £or this; In thu first pla ce, 

the purpose of the settl.ement put a premium on aariculturalists . 

A new emigrant into London, wou:Ld th~.ro:fore tend to describe 

J. . Aahton, T. g . The Induetri§l RevQlution, pp . 75, ll6-117. 
2. infra. Appendix D. li , 
3 . ~. 
4 . C,O. 48/44: W. MoKay to Colonial 0£fic9, 1ettt r No; 498. 
5. infra. Appendix D. II . 
6 . ~. l). III. 
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himse~:f as ~abourer, or a.griouJ.:tur~if>t in the hope it uouJ.d 

£urthe r his cl.aim for inclus ion. In thu second pl a ce, oome 

p~rty ora~~sere did not r~oruit tnair party from ~ondoners, 

but £rom the eurroundina oounti0s.~ J&me$ ~ritb, a baker 

living in London, is a g ood examp~e . Ha recr~ited his party 

' hl- 0' 2 ~~ of whom we re f~rmero ~rom t o a~o o~ ~heppey. For 

these and similar r~asons , though the farm~r~ ~d 1 abourers, 

s.s a. e roup formed 1). sub~·t~ultial r>roportion o f t hoE:e l lho 

e.pp1ied, thoro W$r O :few individual a.ppl.ioa.tions from f a.rmera . 

~here were. howav~r, a number of hc~da o£ parti0s who wore 

f a rmers. Moo t notable of those was probubl.y Mil.oo Bowker. 

It io poesib1e to illustra t e fi•o:m hiB l.ott""rE• to the 

Col.oni~ Office, the di£~ioultiee in which £armor s found 

the mselves . Bowke r r ol e. ted thu t by 18~9 h e fou.r1.d it imposs ible 

to ,provide for h:i.a famil.y t-ti thout "rc.U.ucing tht:tm to the ~Ol-1-

est ranks of Booiety . w3 Hia p~ight waa by no means unique . 

The skilled a rtisans ma.de up 37'/o of the tota.l numbe r o£ 

applications from tho London srea. 4 
~hough numGrioal~y small-

er than the farmars, th~ir ~~tters reveal more ~format:i.o~. 

The ~ar~est proportion of t~s group, ~3~, waa involved in 

s ome way or another w:i. th t h e bui~din~;t tl."ade. 5 t~ven in the 

twentieth o tlntur.y the building trncle ie the i'irt::lt to be 

affected by t~ economic down trend . ~h~ same w~o true for 

this pariod . Carpenter s , brick2ay~rs , peintQrs, bui~ders 

o.nd a rohi t eats a.J..1 appl.iud ·to emigrate. ~ha position in 

London wae furtht=)r aggr a v ated by the oom:p~etion, by 181.9 , 

6 o£ three ereat bridges ove r the ~hamos. Th~ee workmen 

wr.r e now a.l.so thrown on -to e. ~a.bour mfl.rket which wao a~reRdy 

~. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
?. 
6 . 

0 . 0. 48/ 44; D. M:i.2le to Co~oniaL Ofr:i.oe, Le t ter No: ~98. 
c.o. 48/ 43: J. T. ~rith t o Col.onif'a.J. O:L'i'ic e , J;e1iter No: ,1. 
J~dwardf.l, p. 55 . 
i_nfr~. Appendix D. III . 
~-
Vauxhal~ B:t:'i dee 1816 . 
Wat ~rloo Br~deo ~817. 
Southwa.rk .Bridge ~819. 



".lu.ttcd. Many othex- trades w~re t~so represented in the 

app~ications: ~etters ran~e from dock-work~rs in the 

i~u.at .Bnd to bookeol..lars in the West t<;nd o:f L011don. They 

al.l r~veat the same evidence. Cond:i. tiona were bad and they 

wi.ohed to emigrate to the Cape in ordGr to aeek a naw and 

b e ttor kife. In some casoa the wage rates o:f this period 

are reveal.ad. J. Atkir.~.s, a. l.a.boure:r in tho Ea st India Dock 

.l 
was p~d ~2s. per week. 

otheJ::·s t~Tere earning. C.lapha.m shovm that ~:;.omethine like Sa. 

per week was needed £or a. :famiJ.y oi' :f'our to subsist at the 

b l. 
. . 2 a. so u;te m.J.n:unwn. The evidence £~om l.ctter.s ouch as t hat 

of J. Morris, who was .living on ls. per week, reve~s that 

3 many were subsisting bel.ow th~ abso.lute minimum. 

Th.::.. statis tics for the rest o:f l~n.eJ.a.nd show that 32~-b 

ot applic ants were i"artn~;i~ra or ~abourers, \ihil.e 35~-i were 

akiJ.1ed artisans . 4 At fir s t £,lance this would appea r ew·-

!)rising. It is exp1ained by the £act 'tha t the rnajori ty o£ 

app~icntions were r e ceived not from rur~ areas , but from 

porta or manu:f'H.ctur.ing towns. ~he p nl."ty rai e ed by Cha.:r:·~es 

Mounc;H:~y, :t?o.:r. instance, wn.s dra~m froM. the tol"rn of' Sheffield. 5 

J. Ainsworth rai.aed his :pa rty from th.;, town o£ l3~ackburn in 

- h 6 JJa.nca.' ire, whi.le W. Mori£:on, a. p a rson, drew hie :p.:-;.rty £rom 

the coaJ. town o£ Sunderland. 7 ~he l~:Jttercr. written b:/ would-

be-heads of' pa.rti (::Js do not give mu.ch infnrmation, s ince moat 

l e tters Wf'lre written either in orde r to a.s k for :f'urthur in-

:formation £rom tht:: Co~oniaJ. Ot.'£ice. or t o s e nd in l.ists o£ 

the ir party. Tho lett~r £rom Wi~lia~ Mon zas o£ Dover wa s 

6. 
7. 

C. O. 48/41.: J. Atkins to CoJ.oniaJ. Ot':fieo, !1e ttu:r No2 5~ . 
Cla pham, J . H. ~h~ ~arly Ra~l.way Aee , P • 363 . 
c.o. 48/44: J. Morris to Co.lon:i.aJ. OfJ'ice , Let·l;or .No: 475. 
~ira. Appendix D. III. 
(! . 0. 48/44; C. Mouncey to Oolo!"..ia.l. O:f':ti c o , llottcr Nos: 

644; 672; 808. 
c.o. 48/4~: J. Ainsworth to Coloni~ O££ice , Le tte r No: ~64. 
c.u. 48/44: w. Morison t~ Golo~ttu Of£ice, Lett~r Noa: 

673; 707 . 
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~ an exception. He wa.s a "Scotiehma.n,. by birth9 oonsequentl.y 

he was debarred from obta:inine poor re~ie£, since tho laws 

ot aett~ement laid down the princ:ip~e the t poor r elief could 

2 only be obtained in the pariah of one ' s birth. As a. result 

he chose to emigrate to the Cape, raising a party from the 

town of Dovdr. 3 There wer~ othor exceptions such as the 

merooril'lls of W. and J. WiJ.co1nbe from T:r•owbridge, Wi~tshire, 

in which they st1~te that they were unable to find emp1oyment. 4 

~he f!>Bme trend is apparent in the letters r aooived from 

Ireland and ~ootland. Ov~r sixty p~r cent of the l e tters 

were written by organis~re of parties . Again the proportion 

o£ skilled artisans (24~) was highe r th6n the proportion of 

f a rmer s and labourers (14i~). 5 ~hiQ aaai.n i s explained by the 

faot that the pa rties were organis ed in -towne suoh a.s Hdinburgh , 

Gla s g ow, Cor.k a n d Dublin.
6 

The party organised by McNiel ie 

intereoting in that he ~ieta the oocupa.tions o£ itf-: members . 

There can be ~itt1e doubt of the depresned state o£ the weav-

ing trade in and around Glasgow. Ovar hal.£ of the sixt y-eight 

h eads o£ f~t~iee or bache~ors in the party were weavere. 7 It 

i s unfortur1ate that ~n the othvr ~arae p~rty, org.~sed by 

g. 
W. I~lne :t'rom -'.ldinburgh, no .lin t of ooct.1pa.tions was given. 

l•lylne , a s Heora t ""ry of' thf~ Forth Shippin& Com.l.)lliJI.Y h a d orie.inal.~y 

inquirE::d about "the t3cheme in tht~ hope tha t h is c ompany wo~d be 

1. ~~vera1 spe~~inge o£ t·Ienzes' na.rne , ha.vv 'bee:n t.r.e..ns oribed 
by Hie toria.na . Cory, :t<~dw8,rds , TheP.~ ann. Rockly s p ell hie 
n anw lolunezee. :Sh~£1 i.ela ·t r :1.nscri b e L it a s H0ne"tj es. It 
i B clear though th8 spe~ling was Menzes. 

2. c.o. 4e/44: W. 1-ienzea to eol.oni.aJ. Ol.·:tioe, J..ett0r No: 506. 
:. . ~· Lett~r Noo : 610; 620; 708; 731. 
4. C. O. 48/44: w. J . ~ii~aombu to Col.orU.al. 0f.i'ica , JJe.ttar Nos : 

:;95 ; 596 . 
0. il1fit:iA• Appendix D. III . 
6. C.O. 48/414 L$ttor Nos: 114; 112 . 

48/44: Le tte r Nos : 48~ ; 541J 5~3; 774. 
7 . c.o. 48/441 l'<1oNi E::J. to Co~onia.J.. O.ff ioa , JJetter No: 764 . 
8 . ~. t.· . hylne to Co~oni~ Oi':fice , L c t ·t6r l{o; 6 48 . 
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aJ.~owed to transport the etrdgra.nts to the Cape. Once he 

h~d been informed that there wa.e no :possibility of this., he 

planned to organise hie own party. A reflection of the c ondi-

tions prevalent in this area wa~ th9 ease with which t~1ne 

wa& able to obtain a hundred prospuotive emigrants. 1 

The proportion o£ those studied for thia s urvey who we re 

ultima t e ly accept~d as emigrants by the Co~oni~ 0££ice to 

emigra te to the Cap~, wae s.me.ll (12.'). ~he majority (65?6 ) 

were £rom 'the London area, the remainder being drawn from 

the re~~t of hng1and. Backgrounds of these eett~era were 

v a ried. Half were ski11ed artisans, while thirty-six per 

c ent were in some way involved in farming. Ei ght p~r cent 

wer~ ex-s~rvioemen, whi~e a. m~re one per o ent could be 

elaer.;i£i ed. e.s pro£essionaJ. men. 2 The majority of the emigrants 

were thuo ordinary peop~e . The ~etters of application showed 

them to be e urpris ingl.y 1i t orA.te. ')heir e tanda.rd o:t ~tri ting 

was good, their u se of grammar in moat oases was correct and 

thair spelling a.courat~. There were of· c o urse , some emigrants 

who were i~literate . but thebe w~re ino~uded 1n parties in 

which the Head of the party indHntu.red his men. 3 The emi-

g r ants whethe r 1itGr a t e or not , were by and large s hrewd and 

inte11ieent. Letters 

J. Arrowsmith5 and J. 

written by s uch men ae T.£ . Adame , 4 

6 
Moorcroft, to name but a few indicate 

that tht:!y did not make their applioe:tion with their ey e s s hut. 

To the contrary the letters s how that the emigrants careful.~ 

considered the s cheme b e£ore they applied. This is an aspect 

which has not always been brought out by his torians of the 
6 

1820 Settlement . 

1. 
2. 
) . 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 

c.o. 48/ 44: W. ~~lne to Colonial. Office, L e tter No& 648. 
;nfra . Appen dix IV. 
C.o. 46/43& J . .. ~r:i.th to OoJ.on.ia.J. Office. 
O.o. 48/41: T.P. Adams to Coloni~ Office• Lett~r Nos : 

l.4; 28; 40. 
ibid • J. Arrow3ndth to Colonial Office, Letter No: 65. 
C .• o. 48/44s J. Moororoft to Col.onitll. O£tice, .Letter No: 533 . 
Hookly, Edwards , Cory. 
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Joseph Arrowsmith in his lettur asks eight specific 

q u o:_.ti.ons r•:~lating to the settlem<:)n·t scheme, one o:f' '"hich 

~ 
r~ferrerl. to th~ supply of gunpowder to the sott lera . 

Jame s Moorcrof t wae worried a bout the rele..tionship between the 

Head of the Nl.rty and the grtmt o£ land. He wrote asking 

the Colonial Of£ice " to explai n in what situation they ~t~d 

in after arriving there; It don't appear t h n.t they h cwe any 

~and gi. v en the m; it seems to me ~ the property o:f th~:: one 

p c·,rson so take n th~re out (sic), c..nd the aaid t en families 

a£-.l s e rvants , (or sl.a.ves as many say , but I ho tJEI not; h u.vi:r.t.g 

too h igh an o p inion of my n ative country £or Gu ch an Act) 

wh i ch l hope to find contradicted in the answer y our Lordship 
2 

may favour me with •••• " 'tht~r(~ are many oth(~r ins t ances o£ 

this type of letter. In fact h~£ of the emigrants s tudied and 

considered the £S cheme carefuJ.l.y, and wi. thou.t exception the 

l.eaders of' the v <·orious parties f ell. into thi~ category. 
e-~l 

The fact tha jt thdre w~re more akil.led artisans than farmers 

and labourer s who applied and W..:!re f'I.Coept ed ,d.oes not mean that 

the £arming community Wi'l.B in a:nyw~ more fortunt'l.te t han ·t he 

(~r,tiaa.n community. It means r ath <V r thu.t the skilled artisa.rw , 

l.i ving in to ;.;ns or v illages W("'r e better able t o organise them-

c e l.ves into parti es, and. to .r~;dso the .tl.O depoBit, e:ince their 

we.g,;}S were usual.l.y high~;:r than those o£ the farm l.a.b ,)urers. 

ffinal.l.y,the sharp division drawn b etween art isan and labourer, 

. betwe en town and country, is oft e n more a. conceptual. fra.me"rork 

than a soci al. fact in t he earl.y phaBes of the Indus trial. 

Hevol.ution. Apprenticeship l.aws had been repealed, and roan 

u sed their a.pti tudes a.e b est they couJ.d. A man mi.;ht \i8ll. 

spen d his youth on a :f'arm and move l a t er to London and one 

1. . c . o. 48/4l : J. Arrowsmith to Colonial. Of±'ice , Lt~tter No: 65 . 
2 . c.o. 48/44 : J. Moorcroft to Colonial 0££ic e, Lett~r No: 533 . 
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of ~own trades; cottage industries were not yet 

extinct. CE~rte.inl.y many living in London, describE~d them-

solv es as farm ~abottrers. Despite then the prepond~rance 

of applications by artisane,a b~anced group was sent to 

t he Cape. ThiP was very ~argely due to the wny in which 

parti&e were organised. It is doubt£ul. wheth~r a better 

erose-section coul.d h r,ve been chosen to emigrat e , even by 

careful selection. 

The parties organised :fell into three broad types . ~ 

Ma~ o£ the parties were orga.:ni9ed on th.G basis that each 

membt:~r of the pa.rty paid h.is o wn deposit money :~nd for con-

venience a leader wns appointed to correspond with the Col.oni.!U 

Ot".fice . 2 Inv.-~.riabl.y thee~ pn.rties w~re rait:3ed in a town or 

village . The m~mbers of the party, it l-toul.d eeGm, appreciated 

the need £or farm~rs, since in no one p a rty was th~re a oom-

plott: absence o£ :fsrnl~;;Jrs . The p~-trty propooed by George 

Mart:!. den i.eJ a good example. Al. though "the J}nrty was drawn 

:from the F.!ame a rea. in the Ea.E~t End of Lond~">n, y .:;t four £~'!-rm~rs 

3 
w~re included in the party. There wc~re neceesar:i~y many 

changes in the cot!l.posi tion of tho party. Indeed it wa.s usual 

for th.e party to change its o om!}OGi tion eev • .z.ra~ times before 

the party was :finalised. The background of the m~mb~rs of 

these parties in n early o.ll ca.e~e was of hardahi.p and e trugg).e. 

The trades which they pract i sed w"~re those o:f the vi~~age and 

not o£ the industrial town. 

The same pattern is also evident in tho composition of the 

second type of .oa.rty: those organised by ona person. The 

organieer formed his party and paid the depoeit money; in 

~ . yido. Ed.wa.rde• page '37 £or u d.i:f:f'erent approach to the 
problem o~ cl.as~ification. 

2 . 0 . 0 . 48/42: Dixon ' B Party. 
3. 0 . 0 . 48/44: G. Mn:rsdE:!n to Col.oniaJ. Office, Latter Not=;: 

539; 547 . 
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return the emigrants w~re ind.entur~d to the o r gani se:r· :for 

a period of y ears . fJ!he parti~:s organised by Wait& o.nd 

J. 
M:tl~e are tY1>ical examples . Both pa.rtiee l!H~re orgd.n.:i.sad 

by J.andown~ra who r~crui.ted their v~rty from rural a rea s . 

Un:for't\matoly due to t h e n a ture of' thr: pr•.rty, Vt~ry li ttJ.e 

of the ir backt:.r<:>und, apart :from the Head o:£ the l:'~"J.rty, is 

r ov ea.J..ed . Gent.:r.A.J.iau.t:i.•'>na mu s t be mad e \ll'i th c aution a t 

this stage. It seemo clear, hoWf;VOr , tht t on th<. one hand 

the ,H:.,a.<i of tho l?o.rty tint ·-~rtlid th~ a chen.o in the e"xpectntions 

tha t hie inve~tment woul.d r~a.1) a. rich r l'!W •r d at t h e Gape . 

On thu oth\.:r he.nd t ho::: indcrltu rad s ~~rvtmtr.., saw in th~J ~;cheme 

a mee.n& by wh i ch the y c ould eec a.1>e th0 ru~rsh condi ti.ons in 

l':illeJ •• _l 'ld and e v entua.l.J_y achieve o. b a ttor life in th~ Ca pe o :f 

The manner in wh ich tlw third type o:f party wt s o r ganised 

is int.~resting . At this time Poor H.e.li.e:f w<:>.a hAndla<i by 

each incti.vi"du~u pari s h, but d u e· to thu e c onomic dis tress , 

the nwnbl';lr e a.IJI>l.yi ng for poor rt'~li~ :f' h~~d r~:m.chE::d <i.i aaet rous 

p roportions . The pari.ehl'.::f.l w0 r fJ unnbl.o to dea1 o.dequ a.t uJ.y 

with th~ si ttlt'l-t ion. A s olut.ion to the ~~robl.eM was sought 

by sot:...e .Po.ri.::::h es and county il.U'thori ti+;B in emi gr a tion. 
2 

Dy emigration i t wa.s hopeo tha t tho redundant population 

would h e r eduot::d ant1 1-d th i t tht:J COf; t of' poor r <:tlit::f. The 

mos·t striking and b~~~;t docu.m,·m t od c xamp l.t:l i 8 tha t of' tho 

Not tingha.m Party. J.,eic~utt:r would h nve rl.Ont-.J t he snPlc b ut 

fo:r. tht-: ~la.ckneas o:£ the Town Clerk. The Notti.ngh~shire 

Comtni. t t e e , cotlUi Htina o f t .:. e Dukes of N~:!wcat.~tle and .Portland, 

R.::vor~:.:.nd Be che.r planned to r E?J.s (ij a pe•r ty to be {H.:nt t o the 

l. . Gold swain, J. ~he Chronicl.f'J 0 f J ~<J_;t'em~.uh.._Gol.dswa.in, 
p . 1.- 1.8 . 

C. O. 41:3/44 : D. Mills t o Golouia.J. (>f'J:'ice , Let·t;~)r "No : ? 98 . 
2 . NottB. p . 41. . 
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Cape . Under the Chai~manship of the Duke of Newcastle 

the Committee launched a fund.
2 ~he Commdttee ~orutinieed 

the letters of app1ication and selected sixty maloe. 3 

' J\rtiolee of Agreement wero drawn up betweon the Rev. John 

thomas Becher and Edward Smith Godfrey on behalf o~ them-

selves and o:t H:i.e Grace the Duka o:f' Newcr:.~.etJ.e "and eevl"'tra.J. 

other Noblemen and Gentlemen ~ubecrib~rs to the ~~d for 

relief of Persons re~ident in the Said County by Coloni~ation 

to the Cape of Good Hope" of the firet part, Thomas Calton 

o£ the eeoond part and "th~ several oth~r F~rsons whose 

names ere hereunder written"• tho aettlero of the third part.• 4 

In al.1. a. hundred and fi£ty pHrr;;one were SEolnt to the Cape by 

the Nottinghamahire Committee. 

The organisation o£ the parties reveals two other very 

important facts . In the :f.iret .vlace the workine of the Colonial. 

Of'fice can be studied at first hand. Tha study su.<.,porte the 

assertions of Young and Bea.glohole and the coneluaiona of 

Chapt~r One, that tho 0££ioa under Lord Bathurst was ef£iciont. 

There ia aJ..mOf'Jt a. tot~ absence o£ any person complaining that 

hie letter had not been attended to - on the contrary, rap~iee 

were ocnt out aurpris~e~y swi£tly. LettorA wore replied to 

within e. poriod o:f four or five daya.5 <Joneidering the va.e 't 

vo~ume of ~etters handled by the Office this was no emal~ 

achievement. It ~ndioatee a hig~y org~ised and effici~nt 

depsrtn1ent. Nei thc~r is there any evidenoe to s u ggest that the 

Of~ice was in any w~ biased in f a vour of the moneyed or upper 

olae~es. That the application of Rev. J. Ashe, ~.D., supported 

by no less than three Diahops and two Peers, wae neverthe1ese 

1. Notte , p. 41 • 
.2. ihis!.· 
3 . i321d· 
4. ~· 
5 . e.g. C.O. 48/43: J.~. grith to Co1oni~ Of£ice,Lett~r No: 9. 

C.O. 48/44: ~ . Mansell to Colonial Offioe,Letter No: 529. 



rejected, bears out this point . 1 There are also other 

such examp1 es which disprove any thaory of the Co1onia1 

O±'f'ice being invariabl.y biased in favour ot the moneyed or 

2 
upper c1aaBes . 

In the second p1aoe, th s tudy reveals how the scheme 

wa~ pub1ioiaed. Many app1ioants read about the scheme in 

Thls was e.s truQ t:or the Home Countiea 

as for the counties farthe r from the c entre of e overnment. 

This indica t es that at this time the newspapers were r ead 

by a r e1ative1y 1arge number of puop1e . The othe r method 

by which the scheme became wide1y known waa by word of mouth 

in the Public Houses. There are many r efer ences to such 

Public H·>uses a.e tho 'Running Horse • and the ' Red :Lion •. 3 

It ie apparent that the 1oca.l. tavurn was the meeting p1a.oe 

of' the ordinary peop1e . Many taverns set aside rooms where 

meetings could be held. The t av ern played a large part in 

the social life of the peop1e. It was h e r e that ~vents, 

great and sm~, w~re discussed and it waa h era tha t many 

settJ..e r parties were origina..lly orga.nised. 4 

When the ~820 Settlement ie compared with the p1ans of 

Gibbon Wakefit-)~d in New Zea.l.A.nd and the~ sett~ement in 

Natal, its organisation appea r s a t f irst sight to be h ap-

hazard. C1oeer examination has ouggest~d that the design in 

~820 had t wo merite. In the first place the Co~onia1 Office, 

itee1£ in process of reform, act ed with promptitude, and its 

provi~ion of nava1 transports was in every way admirable. The 

~. c.o. 48/4~a Rev. J. A&he to Colonial Office, Letter Noa 31. 
2. e . g. c.o. 48/41: J.P. Angier to Co1oni~ Of£ice, Letter No: 

104 . 
3 . C. O. 48/41; J. Amee to Colonial Of£ioe, LettGr No: 170. 

Go1dewain , J. Tne Chronio1e o£ J eremiah Yoldewain ·' p.1 . 
4. ibid. 

c.o. 48/41: T. Beale to Colonial Office, Lett~r Nos: 
176; 178J 180; 182-3. 



CoJ.onia.l. Of:l:·ice showt;d ~ikewi.se remarkab~e pe:t:ience end 

common sense with the ~a.et minute changes tha,t h a.cl to be 

made. In ... nc seoonrl pl.a.ce, much was l.e:ft to th1. ini tia:tive 

o i' ind:ividua~s and :t "t is weJ.l to l.~etnE:mber tha t in the y ear 

o£ l?t}tarl.oo and the 'r->ix Acts ' thm:·e W8.~> c~rtai.nly no cJ.ose 

s creening or maoe mustering of emigrant pnrti~o. Wheth~r one 

c onaide r A the Nottingham pRrty. the SaJ.em party, or the parti~s 

re.is~d by I-iounoey in f:lht<.ff'i. <,l.ti m." !~:r-ith th~ buker in :London, 

tllE:!re i s no evictence to suggest e. headlong panic to emi grate. 

WrJ.kefioJ..d and the radical re:form~rt::> were to lay great 

s tress on the p.l.a.nnirlg of social groups. In £aot the ent~r­

pr.ise and common sense of those who planned their own pa.rtiE:;e 

ef:f'ect~d a. bal::.moed pattern o:r emigrut.:~.o.n. ~ha Colonial. 

Off'ioe :for ita part, ev en i£ moru b~/ a ccident than dE1sign, did 

in fact transh:i.p a fair erose- section o::f hng~:i sh eooi.e ty at 

the time. Above all, the f'avourab~e t'i.nanci.a~ a.rran(!em..:Jnts 

for i'a.!lrlJ.y grouys raroul. ted in the fv.mi~y· bE:ting th.~ migrator;'{ 

unit. The i'a.ct tha.'t the humb~r o£ ohil.drcn wa.e src:ator than 

the number o:f a.dul. ts he~ps to (~xp~Ed.n the t i;)naci ty o-J: the 

~820 Settl.em~nt. 
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In the prf-)Vio, ... s cha pte r, the a ttempt was made to throw 

new ~ight on the origin and s tructure of the 1 8 20 Sett~ement 

by uxamining a. s ection of the ~ett<~rs o f a.pplicntion. ~hese 

l e tte r s remain t h e b~st ind ex to the motives f or emigration , 

the procedures by 1-1hich :parties we r a mus t e r e d, and the 

pntt~rns o£ org aniaa.tion. Tho g~nt;!ral oharacturis tice o£ 

the settle me nt are illustrat~d in cl.ose r d e t a il by the his tory 

of J ame s ii:ri th · .n d his p~rty, with whom mn.y be compared his 

n ear n e ighbours in A:lba.ny, John He nry Dix on1 and Uharl.es DaJ.gairnE• · 2 

The thre e partit}S are compru-able in si~e, and it was in no 

emal.l m~asure due to the c on£lict with John Di x on, that Erith 

was disp~aced fro u1 his originaJ. loca tion ancl began his s aga. 

of complaint . 

~he orga.n:i.sa.tion o:f' Cha rles ])aJ.ga.irns ' .Pt->.rty was ei.ndl.t-tr 

to tha t o £ Bri th . J>~U..ga:irns was a f a rme r, but a t the time of 

a.pp l.ying wa.a domioil.ed a t l. New Court, Bow Lane, Chea.pside in 

the · ;a~st '•}nd o f Lond on. 3 Ha was no m'~re p a upe r f a rme r, n.nd 

couJ.d quote nuau~rous r~.f(~r.;noea, inc~uding tha t o;f W. La ing 

of' th~ City of London. 4 Thio indict'tt es tha t Da.l.gairns we.s 

r~~atively we ll-to-do. ~s l~tters nr.e wel.l. writte n, a hort 

and to tha point. ~he ~ocial cl~sa to which Da.lgairns b elonged 

wa s again brou ght out cle arly once h G settl.ad on the ~o.stcrn 

.l;l'rontie r. He was f rie ndl.y with, and ws.s vi :::'i t e d frequ ently 

by ThomH.a Philippa l\llti his f'umil.y u.nd Capt a in Campbell. 5 

Plli.l.i.Pl'S a.nd Ca.mp'bell we r e purt o £ wha t ooul.d b e t oo!r med the 

'riu i na eentry' o f t ho l!'ron ti t.:r s u ttJ.e me nt . It i s i mproba ble 

tha t 1.h~y would h n.v e o.aeocio.t ed with Dnl~ai.rns h H.d h e not b e e n 

of the bH.me s ocinJ.. e t fm ding . Dt\J.gairns in an.y uv ent h a.d no 

1. c. 0. 48/42 . 
2 . i bi d . 
5 . c;o: 48/42: C. });.,.l.gn.irns t o Col onial. Offi ce , L ot t E!r No: 7 2 5. 
4 . i bi d . lett~Jr No: 75l.. 
5. Kepp~J.-Jont-m , A • . Phil.i ·, t;?S s 1820 Settler. 
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25th Auguet ~819.~ By 6th Be.;t <Jmber he had raised a party 

of t en heads of fami1ies, the major~ty being bache1ors. 2 

The composition was altered b~fore the pnrty fin~~Y oet sai1. 

It comprised e i ght h eads of £nmi1iae who wero agr icultura1iat s , 

two carl}l':nters and one ami th. 3 The party wns in many ways 

similAr to };ri th' s . It WN:1 ema.l.l.. the party was indentured 

and the Belected membe rs m~de a unit adapted to the proupective 

needs of a sma1l farm. 

The party was placed on the ~eft bank of the Blaauw Krantz 
4 soon 

River. The l)aJ.gairna fami.ly/ esta.b.liehed a. friendl.y re~ation-

s hip with the :i hilipp ' s fa.mil.y. ftlany instances are r ecorded 

of the ir vieit~ng each other, picnic parties nnd celebrating 

Christmas together. 5 By DeoembG~r 1H22 howev~r, Dal.ga.irns was 

contemplating emigrating to v-m Diem.n.n' s Land. 
6 

The p~an did 

not m.att~ria.l.iee, but on March 4th 1823 Dal.gairne .le£t hi.s 

.loca tion, due to his fa.i.lura o£ £arming the .lBnd. He moved to 

7 
Som~rt;et a.nd wEmt into partnership with~ Lt. Ho bert Hf~rt. 

D~gairns was not the fir~t of his party to ~~ave the ~ocation. 

In August .1822, Wi~~iam Wi11iama was able to find emp.loyroent 

with the Comt!tieaaria.t Department, in Gra.hamt.rtown. 8 Da1gairnt;;' 

depa rture heralded the departure of t he other me mbers o£ tho 

pa rty, among them StQphen Denham and Simon Haw taking up 
~-....J 

residence in Grahamstown. 9 By the middle o'£ l.823 the party 

llad split up, eRch man going where he cou.ld beet find employment. 

The pt.:~rty organised by John :Eienry Dixon was dissimi1< .r to 

those of J~ri th and De.J.gairna. J..O There ia no evidence to 

SUBaest that any of his party were indentured to him. On the 

J.. c.o. 48/42: c. l'>a.lg~:lh'ns to Co~onial. Of'fioe, Lettt::r No: 752 . 
2.. ~· 
3. Records, Vo.l. 12, p . 428. 
4. L. A.C. Vo.l. I, p. l.9. 
5. Ke;p1>el.-J onee:, A. Phi.l.:ipps, 1820 ~ett+cr. 

L.A.C. Vol. I, p . 40. 
6. .L.A.C. Vol.. I, P• 50. 
7. ~- p. 52. 
8 • i.,bid. p . 4 7 • 
9. ibid. p. 53. 

10. c.o. 48/42: J.H. Dixon to Col.oni~ Office, Lette r Nos: 
529, 547. 
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contr<U"y, the evidenoG, fiUch a.s there ia, pointe in the 

oppoAite direction. ':rhe composition, in the mai.:n, o:f 

married men with chi2dran is an indication tha t each man paid 

~ his own deposit. Mo:reoVt:lr, one of the pt,t rty, George Marsden 

had tried to :form a pa.rty of his own. 2 This pl.an :feJ.J.. through 

so that he, and one ot h.is party, Joseph Danie~~s join.:.1d Dixon's 

p~c-J.rty. Fina1J.y the party was d:r.awn from the s nme o.rea, around 

M:tl.e nnd Roa d in tho l~aet ~nd o£ Jjondon. In e..ddi t ioll they w~re 

~ .c> th "I ,0 .... • . 3 a rawn ~rom e SP~e c~ass o~ occupR~~ons. 

The p r:.rty was a e mal.l. one of eleverl h ead s o:f :f'ami~ios . 

As commonly happened, the composition of the party a s initir.~ly 

:propoged .-m.s r a.dicaJ.l.y p..J. t e red before the p :1.r'ty ~ef't .. ;n gJ.and . 4 

The occupation structure of the ..t>nrty was di:f:f~rent from tha t 

o£ l~ri th' s pe.rty, and. :fo~~owed more cJ.oonl.y the typ ica.l. London 

5 p R.ttern. In the original party, si:lt of t he eleven hoade o£ 

f'amiJ.ies W(~re engaged in th•.: building trade. 
6 

In the :t'inaJ. 

party, :five w•~re akiJ..led a:r.tiea.ne and only one, a. g:.).rde n er, w~1.s 

:in any wn.y oonne ot t:sd with a gricu.lture. 7 

John Dix on and .his ii.P.rty rH:I!rf; pl a ced o:n their location, 

ha..a.i. 1'1A.a.t s , on JuJ.y 24th J.820. a ~his loca tion wa.e divided 

p <1.rty, howev 1:r, soon J.e:f't and Jp.J:ues }J.ri th w a 1>l.a.ced on hia 

pEl...rt of th.o l.oc ~.tion. 9 Unl.l.ke lJ J.g nirno , llixon remained on 

his J..oontion :for some y~-: a:ro. TJH:l m~.:robHr.·e of hi e .P~rty how \...v or, 

l.;d't the loca tion a t regular int01"'Vfu~ . John Vice w ·•' the :first 

10 
to lva v e , . i n Ap.ri~ ).822. ::3om~ l e ft the l.ooa.t ion in order to 

purf;U~ thfi!ir former t r e:'.d.es. J ames Vic e set Ul') busines:<> 8-B a. 

l.. ~· Ch~-~.ptor li. 
2. O. <J. 4b / ,t2: lT. 1·1a.rf:idt1n to Colotrl<>...l O:fi'ice• Lt.;t ·t tol::' Nos : 

?29, 547. 
3 . c.o . 4H/42: J. J)i:xon to Co~oniaJ. Office. L1~ttar No: 759. 
4 . ~-

.Heoo;:ds, Vo~. 22, p. 432. 
5 . ~· Chapte r II. 
G. G.O. 48/42; .r. l)ixon t o Col.onial. Office, Let t !1r No. 71j9 . 
7 . ~ocord~, Vo~. ~2, p . 432. 
8 . .L.A.C. Vol. I, p. !r: O 
9. Raco4Sa, Vol. ~4, P• 236. 

~0 . L. A. O. Vo~. l, p. 44 
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1 2 butcher, whil.e James Onrney r~turned to the aaddlBry tr~de. 

Dy the and o£ 1827, the greete r p e.rt of the party hlt.d deserted 

the l.oeation. l>ixon himself £inal~ le£t the location n t the 

beginning o:f 1829, when he took up thA position a s OJ.e rk to 

the Oho.pl.ain of G:rahamr:·town. 3 

Unlike the p~rti~s o£ Dalgairns and Dixon, some doubt 

exists a.f.J to the area from whtoh -:rith's p nrty c H.mo. Aoooun'ts 

o:t~ the 1.820 St=-~ttl. 6rs stl'l.te that Bri th' s. pRrty w:-.;.s :f.'ron ~urroy . 4 

This is not the onaa. Hrith himael.:f, was a .J.!'reehol.der o-r the 

County of .Kent• owning property in or a round the town o£ 

Roches ter. 5 This is deduot!d from the :f'n ot that he oi tes as 

referees~ G. Thomas• an Ironmona~r a t Stroodp near Rooheo t er; 

Robert :i!'owl.e:r, a :t'A-J:-tner .from Rocheste r and Sir Edward 

Knn.tchbul.l, one o:f the MC-:lmbe rs j?or P.ar~iamont :for the County 

6 o:f Kent . The membera of' his pax-ty we re dr:.lwn from 

the !e~e of ~heppey, which i e p~ of Ken t.7 The oon-

:fusion as to th1:t origin of ~ri th' s party a.roso baoa.us e JUri th, 

a.t th<JJ time he sent in his J.e t-ter5 of, a.pp~ica.ti.on, waE l.iving 

t n kh th i h C t ~ " B a. .J; eo am, . en n t e oun y o.~. k)U:t-rey. .Erith' o party 

wae orgt'Uli.aed in a simi~ttr we.y to the.t o:f Da~eain.l.s. -ri:ri th 

a s proprie tor of tho party, undertook to pay the deposit 

r:nonny :t"or those who wishad to join his party. In r{;)turn the 

memb,~re o£ the p n rty bot.m<.:l thems E:>~vee by oorJ.tr a.ot to work 

:for :C':ri th f"or a. l'h~riod o:f three yea rs. 9 

OriginaJ.~y .~ri t h hail. be~n incl uded i n a. pH.rty pror,.·OS€ld 

by Thom s lle a.le . 1·0 Xhree weeks ~at tfr, gri th wrote to the 

Co~o.ni !'\J. O:f.f ioe inquiring a bout the J?OSoibi~i t ies o:f his r a i s ing 

a. pp..:r.ty of his o-wn, a 5 we~l a s a bout conditions at t h e Cape . l.'l 

~. ~:pri~g , Greham;:;tmm Journal. Index. 27/U/3.8 5:5 , Jh4 • . 
2. L. A.U. Vo1 . 2, p. 6u . 
3. .i_hid. .P . 3 5. 
4 . j * . :n.~.wor.<ts, Vol . J.2, p. 430. 

ii.Hookl.y, p . 2'7J.. 
5. c.o. 48 /43 .: J. ·~rS.th to CoJ.onia.J.. 0£:f'ice, L9tt f:l r No : 5 . 
6. ~b:lj!. 
'7 . ~· Lett. t=r No~ 5J.. 
8 . ~-
9. C. O. 48/J.4i3: .P• J.5H. 

J.O. 0.0. 48/41: ~ . BQ&J.e to Colonial Office, Lott e r No: ~82 . 
J.J.. c .u. 48/43 ; J . l~rith to Colonial. O.t':fice, Lett~r No: 3 . 
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It was whiJ.e .Bonle \'l~S away in Shropahira tho.t Eri th. t :d.a d 

to intl.uce the memb~.rs of Beale • s !)arty to join his own 

p~trty. A~thoue;h r~rith Wflf':i uneuccassful, Be:fl.J.Q• .8 p'·,:rty we,o 

~ b:r.•;)k\,.n u.p and he wan :forced t o F.l.P f\nd.o;n his o~·n ochemu . 

; :ri th th;::;n proponed hie own party. De s pite on unf' .. vourab~e 

rel)~y from the Co~on:LeJ_ Oi'£ice, who did .n.nt \ornnt to o.ooept 

his proposal., 2 ..Jri th lfEmt ahead ~~nd on Au.gu.ot J.6th 181.9 he 

'' :nt in his li~jt o:f sett:l(n:•s, a.nd "rae in due course a coept ad . 
3 

Tlw:r.e h aa b e on s o me doubt as to the prl:)Cise om:'lpo~i tion of 

Jlri th' n party. ~~heal., She:f'.fiel.d £ol.1owin.g Campbel.J., nn<i. Cory 

h~>.ve fU.l compil.ed di£fe::-~nt l.i str~ o£ e \!ttl•3rR, end a.J.l. thrGe 

dieagrr,~ as t o the composition of l~rith ' ~ ~arty.4 ~heal 

b>:-!.Z t.1d hie l.it"t o£ eet·tl.~rs on tho e~il.ing liats - Hhich e...re 

prl•e~':rved in the; Publio Rocord Of'f'ice. Sh.i::f'fie.ld on the 

othe r h.~n. vTOrked from t he diee:v.be.rkntion ~if)ts - which are 

p:r •~FH:rved in the Cepe Archives. Na i th~r lit>t i s conlp~~-tG~Y 

n.oou .r ~·.te. ~~h.d'l:'it;.:l.d • s :l.it- t is UE:Juo.~l.y p :r.eciee, bu·t un-

f'orttAn~.tbl.y ~?mile chips did r~ot eend i n thoir dioe.rnb a.rkn.tion 

l ~,· tc. 5 
--""'~ 1-.!" e 

Unfortunnto~y h ito' l:ie t, a.s t-re ll n.s th~ l.nt t:.. :r. :Liut of Ho ckl.ey, 

includoe:: BJ.l n r<.rnea t h at appear in the London p.nd Co.pe 

6 
~own l.it~tr~ . ~~hie, e.e t·T~ll at~ the fact ths t the manu-

c. cripts n.re dif:ficul. t to deoirJher and speJ.l.ing o:ften in-

inclusion by Hock.l.o~r and Co~r of both }i'i:l.m.a r and Ti.l.ru.Jr, 

who, how~ver, nr~ one and the earne per aon, mer~ly transcribed 

dif:f'(,r entl.y by Theal., She:f't'iel.d. and Campbel.J. . 7 

l . 0.0. 48/4~: T . Beale to Col.onial Office , Letter No : 1.84 . 
2 . c.u. 48/4"3: J o r;rith to Oo~onie.J. O:l.'f'ice, lJett • ...;r No: 5 . 
:; • ). ~~.!i . lr~·t t i-'J:".' No : .?l. ~ 
4. .:i~_ords, Vo~ . J.2, p . 490 . 

·:;i~~:r.'fi~~d, ·~ . .~he Htgr.y g :f' t he i:?ettJ.oment, p. 301. . 
Cory, ~.~. A1phabotioal L~st o£ th~ Briti~h ~ett~urH , l820 . 
C!::Wl,?bel~, C . ~e. Bri tieh Douth Afric!a .. 

!:). Cory, G-.B. Alphabet;ic&J. .l.tiv t o f th.~ .U.r·itis h .::..\:o.t tl.(~r~ , ~820, 
y . J. . 

6 . ibid . 
"{. [~Hco~da, Vol. 1.2, p . 479 . 

:..>hef':fi~~d, T . ?;ne ;Jtocy o f tha Settl.em .. nt, p . 302 . 
Cnm.vbeJ..J., C.T • .B;:itiHh Sou t h Ai'rioa.D :p . ~69 . 
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I.'l:'l. tha ce.se o£ .i~ri th • s party the Cory and Hock~ey ~ist 

includes sev e nteen heads of £ami~ies . This cam~ot be correct 

since this would h a ve required Brith to pay a depos it o£ at 

1eaat £170, whereas he in fact on2y p a id £~05 in d epos it.1 

Th~ lis t given by Sh~ffield is correct. On January 3rd 1820 

jur:-Jt prior to h:ia sailing , Rri th sent to the Colonia.::t. ():ff'ice 

a revis~~d l.ist of his p .• .rty. ?. Th~s list is identical to the 

disembarkation list as given by Sheffie~d. I n addition a~ 

ten in the party hav~ be~n definitely identified as having 

settled ~the Albany uietrict. 3 In Th$~~ · s 1is t on the othe r 

hand only three p~ople, all o£ whom are common to both lists, 

can be identi:f:i.ed. There OE'tn then be now no doubt o:f the 

corr~os:i.tion o£ Brith'a party. 4 

, 

Erith was a bak&r by profession. He lived in London but 

5 owned property n ear RooheBtf-r. It appears th~t he was 

r~1ative1y well off s ince he wa s able to r Ri se £105 without much 

dif:ficul ty . 
6 

A wisunderatt..nding bHtween .i!:ri th and the Col.onieU. 

O:f:t'ice t'!.rOAe ov-<.:r his intentions. 1'he Colonial. 01'£i o IJ , it 

fJeeme , thought tha t .lllri th wished to emi J l:'A.t e to .Bri ti e1h North 

Am~rica. :i·~ri th in hi~:J; ~etter do. t e d 16th f1ay 1.819 eet the r e cor d 

stra..igh:t . "I h :we the honour t<> rt:~eaivt~ y our l<=ttor oi" th~ ~5th 

I n s tant acqu ainting me th,·· ·t; His Maj esty' t> <J.ov~::::rnment no longer 

gives enooUl.•a.gam~nt to P~rt.mns proceeding u.s ~ettlurr to North 

Am(:!rica and I b t_-g 1e• •V e humbly to represent to you that my 

lt:ttt~r of the l.Oth InL"~ta.nt wri ttun in behe~:f of mya0~f and nine 

othere eXI>r o::!ssed our wiJ.lingne Em to settle n.<U. 7 in the .8ri tis h 

poesa;x:ti.ons in North America. but at the Cape of Good Hope.J3 

J.. Cory, Vol. II, p . ~6 . 
Records, Vol. l2, p. 490. 

2. C. 0. 48/52: J. J~ri th to Colonia.J. Of':fi c e, p. 297. 
3 . L.A.C. 

Sp.ri.gg, Gra.ha.t•.:. town J ournn.l. Index. 
4. inf'ra. . AplJen <ii x E . 
5. C.O . 48/ 4 3 : J. ;.,rith to CoJ.oniRl ()f:fice, Lt;;tt(Jr No: 5 . 
6 . ~-
7. Author ' <.· und.er-lining . 
8 . C.O. 48/4::5: J. ;~rith to Colonial. 0£f'ice, L~tt .~r No: 9. 

I 
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Erith•a mot:J.ves for ami~ting to the Ca.vtl of Good Hope 

tl.on in which he wri t ea , 11 I am w5.. th EH1V · >:r?..J. of f11Y friends 

desirour:; o£ sett~.Lne 'there", l but tut;o r;j,gnl.:i:i(H•.t)'tly in the 

') 

pa.rty. '" In tho e&cond p~tA.oe, th~r\'t ¢atl be l.i tt.lt: uoubt thn t 

d f#n t~-itte th .... m, h-3 ho11ed thn:t ho would no't on ly r .... cov~ r his 

ini "tin~ ou.tl.rtY o£ .;::t05 but u.lt>O mak~ a. a u b .:1:antia.l. p:ro!'i t. 3 

p?.rty o1" nina 1'n.r.·m .r s ! rom tht. Icl.e o:f :Jr.op;HlY. '!hin waa not 

Hu ru li.C il<'l thorn with ,_ ix .fe.:r.'Illt re 

and a ourpon1;ur. .. .. rith ~.;.ivos no indioq,t.ion oi: ho\1 ho aoJ.ect~d 

oui'tu.bl.o 1)\ZIO!>l.et t.·o:r h:Lr.i t>n:r.ty. It ~t. ~lWH apx>, r t',nt, ho,., r~v\,r, 

tho:t ht> pra:f~2:'2'ed ba.ehel.m:-o And. 1· rm re . 5 ThiEJ WC.(} nat\ll~a:t 

In ~eLi. ti.on u.:~.nce ho h.:i.mo ... l.;t wac. not a 

l. . c.o. 48/ 4:.?: 41. .;roith to Oo.l.on5.n.J. Oi":fi.ciit, lJe'tt(,r l:o : '· 2 ~ c.o. 4H/ 4J.& '.t . JJaaJ.t-t t >;.; Oo~oni.a.l. O.t:ti oe . 
< 
~· Cha.pt ,n:• II, p . 3'1- · ..,. 

4. 0 . 0 . 40/~2 ; .J. ~ith to Colon.i.a.l. Oft'ice • l) o 2.£.)'/ . 
:;>. 0 . 0 . tk~/ 43~ J. .~r.i 'th to Colrmi.aJ. OJ.i'.:i.ce, .!.J\:1 ~;;\;,c No ; ?J.. 

c . () . 4;:.;/52' ~ .. p . 2q?. 
6. TJ.u~~f. , G~M. .U;i.tl r.~r~ . .o ~., :.~rm~h ... \.f>;t.Lc.r~, Vo~ o .l.. p. )41.~ 0 
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for g~ving his vote. It was £or this r e a s on tha t Erith ~n 

his lette r wri tea ''If my r t-f t:r ence i s furthe r re:}.ui.rE-.:ri •• I 

am o •• knot-n to . ir 1·: . Kna.tchbul.l. for whom I vot~d at the 

~n. . . t ele ction. 111 Rri th was aJ.s o a man of some e d u cation. 

Hie handwrit~B wa s neat, his language conciBe and his spel.l.~g 

a.ccura.ta. The l.ettere reveal. that trait · o:t persistence ~n 

Eri th • s eha.rnott)r, which in later y e t'tre wa s to a tand him in 

good stead, e in.oe despite a. discouraging letter :from the 

2 
Col.oniEU O:f'i'i.ce, ;~ri th was not deterred. Hie J.e tters s how 

him then to be a man of smaLJ. but comfortable me ans, educated, 

s hrewd and tenacious • 

.l~ri th, hie wi:fo , two da.ugh·t ~·rs and nine indentured servants 

set ea.l.J. from En gl.a.nd in the Roya l. N'a.vy' a trs .nsport s hip 

t nriJ.l.ian•t I • j :illrith, J.i.ke othf.:r J.e a.dere of .indenture d pa.rtios , 

who had inveeted a great deaJ. of capital in the scheme, natur-

all.y hoped to rea.;p dividends. ~he indentured s e va.nts had 

othe r ideas and saw in the achem& an opportunity to e s cape 

from Hngl.and and to stHrt a. rLe w l.i:f'(~ . A ei tua.tion developed 

then, in which the servants desire d ul.ti~\t ~J.y to br6ak their 

contra cts whi~e the head s of p arti.e s wi s hed to enforce them. 

Forma~ contract b~tween Brith and seven of his e c rvo.nts had 

been dra wn up on the 8th January 1820, jus t v rior to their 

d e parture. 4 It s t a tod that the s e rvants we r e to work for 

Eri th £or three years, a t thE: end of' which they wouJ..d b e paid 

their wago s on the acu.l.e ~aid down. 'l'h~re was a. p roviso tha t 

J;ri th wou.l.d a dv n.ncc them n s ma.l.J.. sums of money on account of 

their wagon whe n they ma.y wnnt it f or good p urpooes tt . 
5 

Friction within ~rith' e party deve~oped soon afte r the 

•l3ri.1~iant' e n.iJ.ed. According to Bri th' s memorinl. o£ 3l.et 

Dec embe r J.82l., h e maintained th~·t his s ervants h a d nbeha.ved 

l.. 0.0. 48/43: J. Brith t() Oo~onia.l. Office , Lettur No: 5. 
2. ~· Minute b y Lord Ba thur.ot. 
3. ~>he:t':t'iel.d, T. Th e ..>tory of the ~ettl.eru~mt, p. 30~. 
4. c.o. 48 /148 ; p 1 58. 
5. ibid . 
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in a manner unbeeomine thoir eituat2on and which c ould 

not :fa.iJ. to a,xci te in his udnd aorne pain~ul. eaneations, 

but which he hoped would be effectual2y removed by the 

~oc~ Authoritiee".1 

The 'Brilliant' arrived in Simon's Bay on 30th April 1820, 2 

and aft e r revictu~ing she r~aohed A2goa ~~ on the ~9th May. 3 

Four days after disembarking Erith'a party and eevarnl other 

p~rtiee eet o££ by ox-w~.gon for their 1ooa.tione in Albatcy". 4 

On thia j ourney the £riotion within the party w . . e aggravated 

further. ~rith was unable to ful~ill the obligation of p~ing 

his men "sma.l.J. sume of money" td.nce money was scarce on the 

frontier. Jfor hio part Eri th or>mpla.ined tha.t tho conduct of 

hie party "became v ery turbul.ont inf\emuoh a.H durine their 

journey ••• to his J.ocation th<1Y threw out the property of 

y our m&morial.iet fror!! the wae~one ••• and when he i.ns i fitsd on 

their b6ing rt).{Jla.ced, ona o£ them otruck hirr~ e. violent blow 

a.n(l ,put himeel.£ in the ·.ttitude of a .Puai~ist, but which y our 

memoriallut endea.-vourod to b oAr with ~e much patience eo-A 

pos~;ibJ.e, thinkine tha t when he arrived within the precincts 

of a Droatdy he ehould ma ,t with t he same prot~ction and r c­

drP,sa a.e if he h a d be on on the f a voured shores of Enel.and. •• 5 

6 
On June 9th 'l<Jri th' n vsrty outepnrmed at Re~d Ri v or !'oAt. 

Soon afterw~rda they w ~re settl.~d on ~ocation thirty. 7 This 

:f'H.VI)urabl.y sited land, i.ndi.onted on a. sketch -maD by the Govern-

m~nt Surveyor John Knobe1, wan bordarod on three e idea by 

atreame.8 It wac ~itu~ted south o£ l.ocntion six ~hioh was 

1. C.O. 48/1481 p. J.47 ff . Memorie.l to Lord Chn.rl.es Somereat . 
Recorda, Vol. 14, P• 233. 

2. Sh\'J:f:f'ie:ld, T. • ~t'ha ~t,>;ry of the Sattl.§ment •, p. 99 . 
3 . R~cord~, Vol. 21, p. 134. 
4. ~· 
5. ~. Vo~. 14, p. 234. 
6. L.A.G. Vol. I, p. 18. 
7. Record§, Vol.. 13, p. 160. 
e. c.o. 48/J.48z p . 3ll. . 
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set aside ::f'or Thom€l.a Phi.lipps, north of the area set aside 

for the town of J3a.thurs t and west of J.ooa tion twenty-ni.ne 

whieh was allotted to George D¥ason.~ 

On arrival. a.t his location Erith presented his ca.ee re: 

the :fri.otion b e tween hime~J.f and his s e rvants . to the Provis-

ionel. Maeiatrate at Bu:thurst, Captain Trnppes . According to 

matte r.. Indeed l•!ri th asserts and Captain Trappee, in a. 

12 
memori~ written in defence of hie actions does not ohalJ.enge, 

that he wa.e i.n£ormed by ':Cr.F~ppee that t
1I:t' he £ira.ppetiJ ooul.d 

not send him Lirit~ out of the co~ony h e wot~~d p1a ce him 

in a. s i. tua.tion which would be qui. t e as bad. or worsG". 3 This 

was a.n extraordinary at•· tement for an official. to make and 

th~rc o~ be little doubt that it :formed the basie of the 

enmity whi oh sprang up b e tween Eri ·th and C.a.pta.in Tro.ppes . 

l~'u.rthor troub.le dev~~oped onoe the party had been p.laoed 

on i. ta .location. ~he servants demanded high r..r wages than had. 

be n sti.pul.ated in their oor..tract and re:f'uaed ·to work for 

Erith on the 

oth~. r- hand, r e fused t o C:h.)mply and in addition r o£uoe d to 

supp.ly them w:ith :food and oth,,r necessities, unl.eas they 

worked for him. 5 Captain TrP.ppes vis ited the party on two 

occa$ionc to try and effect a compromi~e. His e££orts met 

lvi th £ai.lure. Soon a.£terwu rds aooordi.ng to Trappes nNearl.y 

the who.le of the party oame to llr• thurst in the mOb t o.lamorous 

mH.n:ne r, dec.la.:r·ing the impost.:ibil.i ty of their remaining with 

Mr. Bri th". 6 Moreover, aocord.ing to Tra.p)eB' mernoriaJ., the 

l . i. ~a'r~. Appendix F. 
i:i . Rl::lCQ:rds , Vo.l. ~3, p .. .160. 

2 . :S:a ·'QQ~d5j, Vol. 14, PP• 270-274 . 
3. ~. p . .234. 
4 . ibid. p. 233. 
5. ~· p. 2:54. 
6. ~· .!? • 271. 
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disputi!!, recorded. by Wi.~~i.l!Ull Hi~as, the o~erk, was h(:l-al."d 

by lum in the preat.moe of Br.i th. ~ Un:tortunat~~Y no o:t:fioia1 

ru·oo:rda o:t' oases eJtist :fol." thi.s period, thuta it is imJ?Or:> b ibJ.a 

to check directJ..y the authenticity o£ this statement. It 

woul.d a.ppea.r, howevt:tr, to be true since .l~ri th, who rei'utes 

m<1.ny other a.asert.ivne made by ~rappes in ·thi s .~:~articuJ.a.r 

memo:r.•.i3l- , does not d~ny the hea.r.i.ng of this oa.so . 

Capt a.:in Tra.ppee discussed the .issue wi·th the Landdrost , 

Lt. Co~. Cuy~er and togeth1:;r they decided to send the case, 

as racordecl. by Hiles, to the Ac ting-Gov~;rno:t• Sir Ru:f'ane :OOnkin, 
2 

with a c ovtlring letter recommending the disso~u.tion of the 

party . Whi~e the ctecit:don o£ the Governor was bei.ng e.wai ted 

the memburs of the par·ty ei thtllr s~ttl.ed down, ~1.nd worked :for 

Brith, or broke tht:ir ~ont:racti:> and tried. to f'ind ero,p~oyment 

to Bat hurst to seek emp~oyment , whi~e the other £ou:r i ndentured 

Ac c o rding to Captain Trappes, ~during the interv~ that 

eJ~apsed b•::tween send:l.ng my report e..nd receiving His Exc ellenoy • a 

commands s o me 3 o£ the party came to me to request I l.roul.d 

give t h em i n the interim some emp~oy to ~nable them to procure 

s hoes of which t h ey were quite destitute. According~y I 

judged 1)rop~r t o put them ·to eov ernment work ". 4 .From this 

one i.e led to believe tha.t each would mt~rel.y u e ;paid a s u b-

~.-;i otence wage . T.i'l.i s, .howevt~r, is not t rue . 5 J. Mandy, the 

contrac tor in charge of building the ,j)ros tdy House, testi£ied 

th,,;t Whi ttl.e '"as pai d 4sh. p <er d~ and Kemp 3 s h . 6ci . per day . 6 

l. . Hecor•ds, Vol. . 1.4, p . 271. • 
.2. Jix• ~u.:fsne Don.ki .a, Aoting-Gov t:.:rnor of the Cape. 

Ja.n. 1.;$, 1820-No~r . 31., 1.821. . 
3. Author' s und~r-l.ini.ag. 
4 . Re cords, Vol. . 1.4, p . 271.. 
5. J . Mandy an 1.820 s~ttl.e:r. . Head of Mandy ' f$ Pa rty 

:from Surrey. 
6. Records, Vol. 3~ , p. 2l8. 
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Tht<Jee r tea were in sxoese o£ the norme.J. rat~a (between 

2sb.. 6d. and 3ah. pffr day) 1mi d a.t tha t time .~ 2he 0 1)11-

o1ueion mus t be drawn that Tr appeu , wishing to obtain their 

a e rvices, of£e r •d th~m hi.gh wages, the r eal va.l.ue o£ which 

waa increased by grant of ratione. Zhe £ood Trappee com-

pel.l.ed Brith to provide and pe:y for. This amazing arr angement 

Br i th vigorously oppooed. ~rappoa' reason for his a ction was 

that ha ''h -,d no oth'""r means of .t)rovid ing t hem with proviRions11
• 
2 

This is not at ~ p1a.uaib1e, since Trapp$s, as the ohie~ 

governm~nt o:f£ioiaJ. in Albany, directed e.n.d controJ.l.ed the 

issue of rations . Hie jus tif ica tion WRa~pecioue . It 

woul.d eeQm thnt ba.siea.l.~ he wiuh ed to a.ttr···.ot 1e.bour in or der 

to bui.l.d the Drostdy Hou~:se , which wh en c om:pl.etad. wou~d then be 

for hie own use . 

Tre.ppes t ar8WJ1ent then t hat the three eervantD deeer·ted 

Erith ao~ely because they w- r e diesati 5fied with him must be 

e xamined• since t tfO at• ~temento in 'l'r· ··l'Lles' memorial. h n.v a been 

shown to be highl.y doub-tfu1, j.£ ';ot untrue . 'l'he fe.ot ·th .. t.t 

£our o£ ~rith ' s indentured oervante r emAined with him and were 

su:tia:fied, 3 woul.d eeem to a uggeat thl'\t Er i th wo.a i-1ot a. oomp1c. te 

scoun<lre~. Th~re ware probably oth'-"r r t!a.sona , b osi dea die-

satiG:f~otion which ~ed the three men to ~aRve Erith. The 

reason i e not hArd to find. They wvre aimp1y attracted to 

work :f'or the t50V . .:rnmont by t he hi(Jh wnees , which Eri th would 

not, and probabl.y oouJ.d not a:f:ford to pay . Undorat andR.bJ.y 

they found it di:f:ficu~ t £or them to de o1_ine Cnptl'l.in l'r •.pk)eE:S ' 

entid~g t~~s o£ erop~oyment. 

J£rith was £ul~y convin ced und he had good r e ason t o b e , 

tha t Ca ptain Tr~•.ppee was prejud ioed a.ge'.itlct h im. This con-

~. Cory, Vo1. li, p . 6 . 
2. Record§ ; Vo~. ~4, p . 27~. 

3. ~. Vol. ~2 , p. ~1.6 . 
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viction was strengthen~d when on July ~ot he received a 

~etter from Captain Tra.ppea ata:ting thnt 11he h a.d received 

an order, from Lt. Co~. Ouly6r to ramove him to Waaye P~aata 

e..nd that transports £or th · t purpose woul.d b~ r , ady in a 

~ d ll l. ~el't Rye • ~he l"OAa ono which l.ay behind this order a.re not 

easy to expose . Erith w~e convinced thAt this waa a move 

on the part of Ca.Fta.in ~r~_p_pea to ca.x-ry out his E>Hrl.ier 

2 threat. Captain Trr,_ppea maintu.ined that he wa.e carrying 

out orders given to him b~ Lt. Col.. Cuy~t:;r. The £e.cts were 

thr:\t Erith W<- -M to be moved to ~~dwa.rd Dafuant•e l.ooa.tion, whil.e 

Wil.eon• a pnrty was to absorb Erith ' e ol.d loca tion- number 

thirty. 3 The reason given by Knobel. for this ohnnge was that 

Mr. Wi~aon•s location w e too em~ and needed an additional 

grant of ~~d. 4 Th<r;ee ordere w~re not, however, c rtrried out 

exa.ct~y as Lt. Co~. Ouy~<~r J.aid down. Certainl.y the .firet 

Waai F~aats. WiJ.aon's party d~d not, how~v~r, abs orb all 

::!;ri th' s ~ocat.ion. This wc.~.s due to a. rashuf':fJ.ing of the 

J.oca tit)ns in this a rea, jue t north-eae t of the prooJ.a.imed 

towns hip o:£ Bathurs t. Irt the same b a toh o:f :in~-tructions 

L·t::. Col.. Cuy~er ordtired that "Mr. Cal. ton to be l.oea ted on 

N ·~2 u5 o • ..1 . ... ~his wa.B not carried out, In fact Cal.ton'a 

pa.rty• e location strad.dl.ed ,~:;ar.t o:f location thirty-t-s.ro and part 

of J.ooa:tion twenty-nine, whioh was the l.ooo.tion o:f <Jeorge Dya.son. 

Dyason w~~f;3 then si van _pnrt of l~ri th' s l.oca.tion and some l~1.!'1d 

north of the .Brek river and south of :rivq;• A. 
6 

No records which expJ.ain the reshu££1.ing of these l.oca-

tiona have beE:n foundo l~r:i th, hmV'fl!V•~r, wa.e not e,t a l.ose to 

l. B:esg£gs, Vol.. ~4, P • 236 . 
2. ~· P• 47. 
3. B,egg~d§, Vol. ~3, p. 170. 
4. ~. p. 162. 
5. JJW.l.. P• ~7~. 
6. ~!lfi£i• Map. Appendix ], . 



5J.. 

exp~ain the redistribution ot: lend. His arBUUlent l'Ha.e th.~t 

PCaptain Trappea having obtained an extensive erant of land 

at the Eastern LXtremity sets up his bo\md ma rks within the 

l.imi tiS of their (Cal. ton's pRrty) and tht.reby f orces them 

to occupy" the adjoining location (Dyaeon' a ) to make up 

the deficiency.~ .In turn Dyason ir' :forced to occupy pa.rt 

of · .:ri th' s l.ocation, thus dopri ving WiJ..son o:r hie promiaed 

2 part and evicting ~rith entirely. Rrith made other wild 

accusations, sta.tin6 th · t Tl.~appes had 11 pl.aced one of the 

Nottingham Subeori.ption pa.rty th'-"'reon, whom h e h A.d employed 

as his gH.rdener. u 3 In hie de:f'ence Trappes r efuted 1;his 

st; .tement, but dooa not An8Wtir tho a.couae..tione made by Xri th, 

r egardina hie own grant of land and. its affect on tha n eigh­

bour~g l.ocations . 4 

Several. f 5 ctore support Erith'e statement. Firs tly the 

s ource o£ a tributary to the ~cine Mond R~v~r is situated 

in Loo~tion 32, anrl thue it was a desirable p i e ce of ~and. 

~econdl.y it wae the cun tom of Knobel., the s urveyor, to uae 

rivf!rs a.s boundaries for l.oca.tion e wh1rever po.oeibl.e. \Then 

he £irt>t drew the ma.p for thie area this WA-5 the c ase , with 

rivnr s mnrking the b.ound(trioa b e t ween l.ocntions 29, 30 nnd 32. 5 

The chan8ee brought about with th~ insertion of Trappes• land 

di s rupted the bounda.rico a o tha t they no l.ong-..r correc;pondod 

lid th tho ri v~c~.rs. 6 
Thirdly Trappe a , having moved Cal. ton • s 

p~t~ l.aid c1aim to the l.and in which the e ouroe of the 

KLeine Mend ' s tributa ry wRs situated. The r eason given by 

Knobel. oan be doubted a s we11.. Since t here was much v a cant 

1~~d to the a outh-west of Wil.bon•a ~ooation it woul.d have 

caused no disruption a t aJ.l. h n.d ~ome o£ this l.r~.nd bthm given 

to him. 7 Moreover, ~amant's location a otual.l.y bordered on 

1.. _ Recorda , Vol.. 14, p. 236. 
2. ~n£r~:. Map. Appendix :b, . 
3 . Rttoor<ls, Vol. . l.4, P • 236. 
4. ~· P• 272. 
s. iLn~li:~· Map . Appendix ]<" . 
6. ll!.S,. 
7 . ~-



Wi~son ' s ~ocation, and it co~d easi~ have been absorbed 

by Wi~eon. ~his change would a~ao have beun aimpl~r to 

imp~ement and would have caused no dieruption.1 :b'turther 

doubt i s thrown on Knobel ' s ~togrity by th~ ~ollowing letter. 

"~ir - The Bearer Dirk Niemand has instructione to furnish 

you with three waggons and to conduct you to your proper 

J.oca.tion, the ground on >;rhioh you hav(:) beon put by mistake 

falling with1n the limite of the Township of ~athurst. 

2 
signed G. Knobel for Lt. CoJ.. Cuylt<lr." This sta tement ie 

not correct. It iB ol.eP..rl.y ev:idant in the ma.pc th:'.t l.ooation 

thirty was beyond the J.e.nde set o.c.irl.e for the To\mship o:f 

Be.thurst.3 

Truculent though Erith seems to have been it is difficult 

not to sympathise with him. Knobel. was ove r-worked and oon-

eequentl.y genuine mio takes, in locating eettJ.8ro, w~re made. 

The reaaona, however, ~ivan by him, ae well. sa thooe g iven 

by Captain ~rappes cannot be accepte d ae valid. Whntever 

the unex:p~ained motives o£ Ca.pta.in Tra p.ves two thinaa a re 

clear. In ~he £irat place disruption wae onueed initial2~ 
by the erant of land to Ca ptain Trappes on the ealt~rn side 

of Bathurst. In the second p~ace the so~ution ado~d waa 

not the only solution nor uv en the boot one . ~ 

James Erith wae reoo~ved not to be moved o£f his land 

without a. det•3rznined utruggle . On Ju.J.y J.e t l820, h e r e ceive d 

4 the :firt~t l.o t-ter informing him of hie r emoval.. Erith 

took ~ittJ.e notice of this order. On July J.8th 1820, he 

r e ceived a furth~r order from Knobel, actine for Lt. Col. 

Cuyl.c!r, whioh he did not obey b e cause he "wa.s confin e d to 

hie 'bed by severeindie:position. 115 At the aame tims he 

1 . infra. Map . Appendix ~. 
2 . Records, Vol . l4, P• 237. 
3. in£ra. Map . App~ndix F. 
4. liecords, Vol.. 1.4, p . 236. 
5. ~bid. p . 237. 
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sent his wife to the Landdros t, Lt. Col. Cuyler, to plead 

on his behalf to rema in on his present location.1 Captain 

Tra ppes disputes the f a ct that Erith was ill, since he "had 

resis t ed the r emoval of his effects by cocking and presenting 

a loa ded gun, swea ring h e would shoot the man that should 

2 
pres ume to t ouch them. '1 Trappes also points out that Eri th 

h a d not called in Dr. O'Flynn who a ttended settlers f ree of 

charge. Bri th for his part, in his d efenc e , produced ·two 

independent witnesses who t estified that he was "v e ry ill" 

at this time. 3 Eri th we.s :finally removed on or about the 

27th July, wh en a warrr~t :for h is r emoval h ad been issued. 4 

It is significant tha t Erith did not resis t this or der. As 

will become increRsingly apparent, Erith a typica l Kentis h 

]'reehol der wa s a. s tickle r for h is rights as laid down by the 

l aw . He was c a reful not to ove r step the bound o£ legality. 

By the end o£ July 1820, h e was :fina lly pla ced on his new 

location, Waai Ple.a.ts, which he described as a "Desert 

which •.• exhibited the mos t appal l ing prospects by the 

i mmense masses o£ s tone s which were almost ev erywhere to be 

seen. 115 

Eri th ' s 'Time of' Troubles' was howeve r not at an end. 

The month o£ J uly 1820 must h ave been viewe d by him as one o£ 

unmitigated disast er. Not only was he forced to move h is 

location but also his party was a rbitrarily dissolved by 

Capt a in Tra ppes . On July 6th Capt ain Trappes r e c eived the 

f ollowi ng lette r £rom the Act ing- Gov ernor Sir Rufane Donkin. 

l. Records , Vol. 14, p . 237. 
2. ~. p. 27 3 . 
3. ~- Vol. 32 , p . 2l8 . 
4 . ~· Vol . 14 , p . 273 . 
5. ill.2.· p. 237. 



"I am dir~ct~d by His - Xoe1~ency the Actin$- Gov0rnor to 

ackl1ow~ddae the receipt of your letter ••• with i ts sevGral 

Inc1osures and to oonve~ to you his Exce~ency• a approbation 

of your eugaestion r especting the diaoolution o£ the party 

which 1cft Fillgl.and under the oharse o-.t P.1r. Eri th, ;erov~dQd 

that the same be e:t':f'eeted with the sev eral. ggnsont o~ those 

J. concerned. •• Captain T:r•a.ppes without oonsU:l ting l~ri th dis-

2 
uol.ved the party. Bri th in hi~ll memorio.l. to the Governor 

asGurea him ttin the mo r:::rt l>Oei tive and unequivocal. T~lr:ne'' , that 

3 he •'.uz_d not gons<mt to the d:i.seol.ution o£ his party. 11 Tra.ppea • 

a ction then wa s wrong. It wae a.J.,eo \•?rong aooordin~ to the 

P~)el.arnat:i.on i ssued by t he Gov~rnor on ~4th May l820 and the 

l.etter o£ May 23rd, 1820 of the Deputy Col.onial Seerata ry . 

In both these d~H)tunenta ins tructions were gi v an reguJ.a ting the 

W8¥ in which the settl.er parties we r e to b e handl.ad. The 

Gov~rnor in t he Prool.a>•nati on e t ipuJ.··'-ted that "S~tt.J. ,, ra ••• 

under Artic1ea of Agreement to Hea.da of Parties ••• deairina; 

to us t abl.ieh t hemse1vea· independently must make an appl.ioa tion 

stating tha t t he nHea.d of the Party ••• a.baoJ.vea tho Settl.ers 

from th~ir Agreements .n4 ~he ins truction in the Deputy 

Ool.onial. Seerat :•ry' a J.etter stat\i)d tha.t '1The Col.oni.aJ. r.~aw 

'Wil.l. c ompel. the por f'ormance o:t the r eciprocal. dutioa of 

Maet •ol.X" and Appr entice; and a. r ef\:r ence to tho particuJ.ar 

aeream~nt wil.l. enabl.e you to decide on whntovar oa.se this 

n a ture may be brought bef'oru you.H 5 

Ca ptain ~rr .. ppes expl.a.ins hie action by tho fact that 

" Bri th h~~d no l.e gal. el.a.im to tht'! s .orvices o.f the 1'eo,pl.e o£ 

his pe.rty e.ftc·r he landed i n th.i.G col.ony, as he a cknowl6dged 

that the engagem~mte s ubsisting bet\'len them h Hd been disso~ved 

l.. Author' s under-l.ining . 
J-i~oord§., Vol.. 1.4, p . 238. 

2. ~. P• 274. 
3 . ill.si· P • 238. 
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by mutual oonaant on Board the Transport • •• Mr. ~rith more-

over showed me the agreements which he h~d ent~red into 

with Thomas Dry with the aeal.s torn o£;f as a. Clark of thoir 

~ having beE.<n oancel.~ed." Tra.ppes conc~udoe that sinoe ,t.;r.i th 

had diaso~ved the agreements h e waa no longer '•a p,u-ty con-

2 cerned and of course not to be conauJ. ted. •• Eri th does not 

deny that he showed Tre..v.t.)ee Ury' a A~reemcnt with the seals 

torn off. ~he point at i ssu e , however, is tht\ t Dry's con-

tr· t.ot, a.a wa.s Robert son's, lvae made eepa.ra t e ly £rom the others. 

The other seven aervant'".l were ~~ included in one contra ct. 3 

Erith emphatio~y denied ~~ving oanoe2led t his agreement. The 

evidence i s cl.aar. Captain Trappee was acting c ontrary to the 

ins tructions laid down in the lJeJ.1uty Coloni.a.l. Becret~\ry • a 

l.e tter and contrary to the Gov e rnor' s ine tructions :r~;Jgu.rding 

thie pa.rticul.ar case. :h1:i. ther Capt a in Tr appes did not examine 

th~ case cl.oseJ..y, or he knew the f a cta and abused his powers . 

The balance o£ the evidence, in this case, favours the l.att~r 

e u egeation though it is fair to point out, Tra.ppee wae r a ther 

h a.r:r.assed by r es_pon.si bi~i ties he w::a.s not aq:u.a.J. to meeting. 

In the words of D.E. Rivett-Ot'l.rnac '..Crappes "proved inca.I)a.bl.e 

of deal.ing with the IDa.llY a.dmi.n.iet :r•ati v e p roblems which a.rose 

in the partiee in which the head had Mred l.a:bourere Etn d . broucht 

them to the district e.t his own exp anse . tt 4 

By the end of Jul.y 1.820, .}~ri th, much a.ga..in e t h ie wil.l. , 

was re-l.ocated on ~dward Damant's for.mar location, Waai Fl.aats . 

l<Jri th d.id not accept this d.eois i.on a.o final. . He decided tha t 

due to the "outrageous conduct o£ Ca.r,)t a.in Trap1>ea" hEll " h a d no 

1.. H.epords~ Vol.. 1.4, pp . 273-2.74 . 
2. ~· 
3 . c.o. 48/1.48; p. 1.58 
4. Rive·t t-Ca.r.na.c, l) . E ~ Thus Came the Engli sh, p. 65 . 
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al.ternative but to hand h.is ease over to his Excellency, 

the late Acting Governor praying that a fu12 and £air 

:Investigation mieht take place. 11~ After wa.i ting, in vain, 

:for :four months for a. repl.y, 1-~ri th presumed that his memoriaJ. 

had r.lot rea ched Si.r Ru±·ane llonkin. On t>ta.roh l.3th 1.e21., J-:ri th 

wrote a privo.te J.ett$r to the Acting-G-ov~:~rnor in 1-thich he 

outl.int:~d his caaG. ~his approach was suoceesful.. Donkin 

origirJ.SJ..J.y inte nded repl.yine in a. private l.ett{~r. In thia 

l.etter he promised to enquire into Brith's case but that 

"it ~oul.d be highly unjust in him to condemn a.r.cy- Magistrate 

2 on .·the statements of one party only . " This l.etter was not 

sent . Instead an official letter wna sent by Lt. Col.. Bird, 

t he Col.on:ia.l. ~Secretary. In this l.ettor, no ref'Eirence ia 

.roa.de regarding the Governor instituting inqu.ir:Lee into the 

claims of Bri th. Rather l~ri. th was directed to apply for the 

grant o:f a n~n.,. location 11 wi thout any reference to the conduct 

of the l.oca:L authoriti.es . " 3 What i.e mor0 , .Bird accepts the 

:ft3.0t tht•t Eri. th' ,.:; party was d.iet:::ol.ved. The evidt~nce i.:s con-

f'ueing. On the one hand tho tJovor.nor, in his private l.etter 

hook :indicates that he woul.d i.nv~atigate thfJ ca.ee . On the 

<>ther h~U1d there is the of£ici.~ l e tte r, written on th~ same 

day, without any rai"erence to the Governor investigating 

the ca.ee. 

The private l.etter book o:f Sir Ru£a.ne .Donkin. shows the 

great intimacy which existed b0tl'IE:'Him himself' and Lt. Col.. Bird. 

He not infrequently sought Bi:rd'a advice on v arious mo.tterfJ. 4 

It appears tha t in this partic\Uar caee Donkin accepted the 

advice o:f Bird. For his part, it appears thnt :for ~orne 

reason or anoth~::r .Bird did not wit<;;h an investi gation into 

~~ri th • s cn.se to be started. One r ea.aon '~<Thi.ch prompted Bird 

l. Records, Vol.. l.4, p. 2~8 . 
2. Donkin, H.S. 'Mi.scell.aneous and Demi-Of.£icial. and 

~rivate Letters~ March 1.820-Jun~ 1.821. . 
3 . Records, Vo~. k4, p. 239. 
4 . Donkin, R . ~ . • Miscell.a.neoua and Demi-O:t'f'icia.J.. and 

J:')ri vr~ te Let tera • , tJl.- Lrch 3.820-June l.U21.. 
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to aot in this wr:cy may h •ve been the £act tha.t Ctl.Pto.in 

Tro.p_pee was re~n.ted by m('l.rria.ec to him. Thio could ()Xp1ain 

his attempt to ehiel.d him.1 

Erith novorthel.ose accepted these conditions , ae l.~~d 

2 down in Lt. Co1. llird'e ~etter of 6th April. ~8~1. In June 

when the Aot1-nB-Gov~~rnor wa.s vi~i ting t ho Ee.f>t~rn FJ:•ontior, 

hri th vret3ented him ~<fi th a memoriA.l. mck:i.na a.ppl.ic.:l.tion :for 

another portion of ~ande N~thing ~came of this ap~l.ic~tion. 

Brith'e wife, how~ver, did not aocept the conditione l.aid 

down by Lt. Col. Bird . She sent in h er own memorial to 

Donkin compl.ainine of the a.ct:Lona of Cc.pta.:i.n Trr.{.ppee. 3 Tho 

Gov.::rnor replied th •.t he couJ.d not investili~l.te tht~ matter 

"becc~uee CH.ptain 'rrr:"ppee had taken it out o£ hif.i hr~ds by 

t el.l.ine him tha.t the a.J.lesntionc:-1 it oonta.in(,ld ~1ere un·true 

and th~rofore ahe would hear :from H1s Maj vsty'u Fiscal in 

the cours e of a f~w days, as he meant to ~roeecute h~r :for 
•t 

dofor:mn.tion o:f Chnrv.cter.u4 Erith and hio w:i.fe Wfdted £or 

juu-t on seven months, £or ~rapvf:S to brina their case to 

c ourt . In h~s mamori~ dated jlet Decembar 1821, to 

Lord Chnr~os Somc;.rs~t, he f:A.Sks :for the Govornor' s intar-

v~ntion in this o~se. Fai~ing this he wou~d himec~f t?~e 

his o e.t.H! to the n ext "Circuit Tri bWl.a.J.". 5 

~l1e memorial was the c~nation of Drith's a ttempts , 

~inoe his urriv~ at the Cape, to obt <un redr~es for the 

actions taken agt'l.inE:·t him by Captain Tr".PLJBn. Bri th explor-

ed f:JV'f:;ry avenue, s hort of a law suit, to obtt..dn this r.Jdroos 

o £ hit:> g rievances. :Vhf;! tnP.mori :ll. Otl.tllnc d the a.ctiono t ak en 

l.. Doz~in, R.S. 'Miecel~~~eous and n emi-0£ficial and 
~rivate Letters', t-~roh ~820-Juna 182~ . 
p. '327. 

2. Regopds, Vol. 14, p. 239. 
3. ai.bict. 
4 • J.h.i.Q.. iJP • 239-240. 
5. ~. p. 240. 
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by Ca.pta.:i.n ~:rappeo, which .r;;rith fe~t w ro unjusti£iect . It 

is a 1ong, WG~l writtan, and £n the rosin a £actufu a ccount 

l. 
o£ t ha dispute b~tween th~ two men. 

The Governor aek~d Captain ~rapves ~o expl.ain his actions . 

2 
T~s h~ did in a roport , dated 21st Janu~ry ~822. The r o-

port o £ Gaptain ~ra.ppes in oontra.at to j~ri th • o memorial. 

3 wa.a in many :f.no tancerJ 8 Ul.Je.:r:f'icial. a.t'.l.d ~~ubjective. It l"Jas, 

howev ,.,r, a caoptad by the Gove rnor a.o a S~:!.tisfn.otory O.a£enoe 

o£ his a ctions. On :t'ebrua.ry l.3th, Lt. Col.. Bi rd on beh.a.l.:f 

of t ho Governor rapl.ied s tatinc th.t K~s :xcellonoy has ••• 

p e rused ~cur Memorial. with tho S);'~n.teat a.t t~ntion, nnd. hnving 

done c o ••• o .-,l.l.ed \l.POn Cavta.in 'rra.pp<i!s to r$:pl.y to the gr a.v e 

a.ccueati.one • •• you h a.v o thoue;ht .PrOplllr to bring a.~a.inat tha t 

Gentl.eman ••• I am •• • instruct e d to inform you tha t the 

~xpl.ana.tions which C.-ptnin Tra.pp es has givon upon ov aey point 

• • • h. ~ve entirel.y ae.tis£i~d. His ,t;xce~l.eno;y tha t Captain ~re.ppes 

h~B in no wise done you any It is di££iou~t to 

under~tand. the Gove ruor• t· docision, :f'or quit e ol.en.rly '£r .. pyes 

did not a.nsw\~r aJ.l thu accuoa:tions made b y :&ri th. It seems 

that the Qafj;e wn.s no·t soriousl.y oxamined , for s urQJ.y the in-

.P•:;rha :ps Lt. Col.. llir<.t , in order to ehi t>~d hie rel. ..... tion, per-

e u.a.ded Som .... r eot thHt Bri th' a [\Couaa'tions weru grouncU.ess . 

Whatev er the exp~anation, the oabe was not &iv on the a ttention 

it de~urved . 

~here ie no r e cord of Brith' ~ reaet~on to this aet - baok. 

It was i ns:i.guif ice.nt in c .)mpn.ria on to the shook he roc e i v e d 

on Ju.n~ l4th l.822 1 when he w~1e inform~d tha:i.: his l.and a.l.l.oca-

tion woul.d. be out by t"i~ty a.orm3 . To quote hio own phrases he 

l.. B6oo~~. YoJ.. J.4, p . 240 . 
2 . ~· p. 270 . 
) . illS· 
4. ~- p. 290 . 



ea3e he was informed by " M:r. . Knobe~ th..-~:t he is onJ.y to 

h<~Ve about 50 a ores o£ entir e Rook, by order o£ Lt . Co~. ~ird.h~ 

~~o was not al~. He was to be turned out of tho h ou se w~ch 

h e h u.d bui~t and which h e used to a.ocotnmoda:te t.ru.ve~lers , so 

ae to earn a. ~i ving . .i:-iri t h was dishli.1 A.:t't~ned by th:La news 

J.eavt~ the s horaG of At:rio a. £or thoae o f Ent$l,nnd, n.r.; it evi·-

dentJ..y seams he i a m.:~rked out £or Dest:r.uotion. n He added 

~aoonioa.J.l.y tha.t "he h;~s not the forti tuda to s~t ( Edo) do~m 

and oe;) hie threo dear ehiJ..d.ren s te.rve."
2 

l)eapite the order, nrith remained in hie houBe awaiting 

not onl.y a. r epl.y to Me requ •.:st for a ColoniaJ. :Pe.tss, but 

WhiJ.e ~rith awaited the repJ.y, an order wua is~ued by the 

La.nddrost to d~atroy his h.ouec~ . n3 ThG order was oa r:r.iad 

out on the 5th Augu&t ~822 by Meesr s . GodJ.onton, 4 Gunning 

and Dixon who set fire to ~rith ' ~ houe~.~ The o££io~P~ 

expl.ane.tion eiv en for thio act was· th·,.t Erith h 1..d bui~t his 

6 
house on Dixon' n l.anit . I t i a a.n Q.xpJ.E~..na ti.on Nhi oh i a un. 

oo:r.v.i.ncine . 

It will be romembere<l tha.t l~ri th hud been pl.aced on his 

l.ooation at the end of Jul.y J..a20. It wa.s onl.y .in June 2822 

that .Mri th wM w, lrrted th <.t not on.l;r hio ~and gr-mt W·rta f ir.nt 

to b e al.tBred, then r educed., but tha t hie house must ~so 

be demol.is h ed . How t hie deoiaion wae r eu.ohed i s obs cure . 

In the first plaoe Erith wa~ not c on sulted in the matt er. 

Seoond.J.y thl,r e w~re n o m£.1)8 of th~ loca.tior:u!> a.t thie time , 

wlrloh wouJ..d h av e ahowed t he boundaries a.ocura t e l.y. Indaed 

l. • .&tQgrdfL, VoJ... J..4 , II • 397. 
2. ~· p . }98. 
::s . ~. Vol. ·;2. :P • 222 . 
4. Robert Godl.onton, Membe r of Bai~ie ' e P~.~rty. LB.t~::r }Jditor 

o f the §,;:W'!amot2wn J u\:trnal,, 1832. Member o :t~ the :L<:;,gisla.tive 
Oounoi J. l.850-53; 18!:)4-1878. 

5. .Recorda , Vo~. 32, p. 219 . 
6. L.A.C. VoJ.. I , p. 45 . 
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on June 2nd ~822 Ri Vo%re wrote to Knobe~ r e quoutine a. ma.p of 

~'~l\1r. Stanley':. ~ocn,tion especi.~~Y th~~-t adjoining Mea!.:.;r s . 

Wilson t:Uld Morton' s and those o£ M.os~n.'n. Dixon, .i!iri th and 

~ 
Da.l.gcd.rns . » !U.moet a ye~U" later, on 21st A:r>ril 1823, H.iv e r s 

complained t o Knobel thf·\.t "the grf'~a.t inconvenionce I da:tJ.y 

experience from the want o£ a plan P~d Diagrams of the 

~3ettl.<~1J:1s locations in Al.ba.ny obliges me, to r equest you 

will. furnish me with them a s qui ckl.y a.e. post· i bJ..E-) •• • n 
2 

If 

by 1823 Rivc~rs had no map o£ the J.oca:tions, it was i mpossible 

for him to df)Cide a.ccura.teJ.y , pA.rticul.a.rl.y as he did not in-

v t:st.ig. :<.te the matter, the boundary b e ·tween Bri th. and Dixon. 

The bounda.ey botween ·the t;,.,o J.oc: ·tions had been deci d e d 

upon by John Dixon and .r~dwA.rd Da.ma.nt on their n rri val. Many 

wi tnese es came :forw:Lr d to give e vidence a.s to the siting of 

the boundary. John Dama.nt, the brothe r o:f l~d\'lard, o£:t .. ici.e.l. 

l eader of Da.mant 'e party- , et,,·,.t e d that ·~ to the bea t of 

Lhiij knowl.edge and be~ief that ·On dividing the pl.ace to 

Mr . J .H. Di xon and my b rother Hdvrnrd of the name of Waaye 

Pl.aats, the b oundary cwne directly in the middl.e of the 

ol.d b.:~ rra.cke, and that LhiJ wa.:a present at t he a.e,.'Te(>lment 

3 which Mr. ll!~l.is reo<~mmended by d r awing J.ota . 11 George 

Mar sden a membl:ilr o:f' Dixon's pa.rty t est ified "that the l.and 

on which J amee Thomas ~rith h ad buil.t his hou~:Se a t Waaye 

l?~a.atB was on the Ea t. t side of the stream, and according 

to t he bounda ry pointed out to Mr . Damant by Lieutenant 

Col.onel. Cuyl.Gr and f.ir. F...Uia s ome hundre d y~trds s hort of 

the l.oca tion, the ext ~nt pointed out by them to Mr. Dama.nt 

to be a•~ a criterion :for each va.rty, vi~. hal.f the ba rracks. ,A 

1 . AY 9/2; 11. Riv~:!rS to J. Knobel, 2nd June J.822 . 
2 . AY 9/3: H. Rive r s to J. Knobel, 2J.st April 1.822 . 
3. Record~, Vol.. 32 , p . 2l9 . 
4 . i 'bid. p . 220. 

" 
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The orux o£ the matter wae whethor Erith occupied Dnmant'e 

J.ocation or not? ~o thi.s queE1tion an unequivocal. a.nawar 

can be given. Captain Trappes was ordered by Lt. Co~. Cuy1ar 

to make ''certA-in chAnges • • • in the +ooation o'£ sev era.J. 

pa.rtioe a.nd lh-. Eri th was ordered to be removed to Wa..a.ye 

Flaats vice Mr·. Damant . "~ John Dixon, howev er, disputed 

this. Comml.seiont~r Co1abrooke , when oa.lled upon b~ the 

Coloni~ Office ~ 1832 to give his opinion ·on the matter, 

stated t hat n Dixon who occu..,•i ed part o:r this pl.A.ce ffia.aye 

Pl.ae.tiJ h !"J.d on the re.mova1 o:t Dama.nt avaiJ.ed himsel±' o:f' 

the ooc6eion to ext end hio bolmdery, as ~leged with the 

s~nction o£ Captain ~rappes, t he Deputy Landdrost." 2 This 

wao untrue. Captain Trappee in a l~tter to Mr. Bigge, the 

other OommiesionfJr o:£ Enquiry stated thr-tt nh:?.d he been 

communicated with upon tho subj ect, he should most deoidodly 

h av e proved f.Hrithi' was within his own boundaries, a pub~io 

notice to that effect being oxpress~ posted up by hio orders 

a t J;a.thurst for the satie:f~>.otion and know~edge o£ a.l.~ parties •• n 3 

Evidence shows th~n thn.t Dixon had in fl~ct t:l'espa.ssad: tha t 

he h a d h oodwinked Rivers into be~ievins that :l t vras done with 

th~ a u.,!,)port of Captain Tro.ppes . !rhie cxpl.ains , but does not 

.:.xoube tho t".otions of the Landdrost, H.ivr;r s , which W<-s both 

harsh and ~ju~ti£ied. 

Drith, despite th~ bun~inB down of his houoe r em,ined on 

hie 1oca tion. This action wa~ not entirely voluntary on 

~rith's p~t. It w~a in part due t o his not h nving rec eived 

a rep2y to his roqu~st f or a Coloni~ Pas& . On t ho l6th 

;.;e:pt embilr 1822 , s.ft t>r a del.v.y of sottle three month::-> , he was 

l.. c.o. 48/1.48: p. 373, Bnc~asure 3 . 
2 . C.O. 48/148: Co~. Co~ebrooke to Col onial 0££ioe, 24/ l/l8j2 . 
3. Becor§p, Vol. . 32, p . 223. 
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in:formed by Harry Hivers 1 the Landd...roat, that his r oqueat 

"oa.nnot be c ompl.ied \';i th. ul. This wa.s a seve:t•e s~t-back 

£or 3ri th1 since nm<J no-t onl.;y· wa£ ho home.l.{:">fH:., but als o wn.s 

une.bl.e to ~cave the country. Th41:1 life o:f' the Eri th family 

during the noxt three years, was one of a conctent ctruggle , 

on the one he~d to eetab~ish their ri~t to W~i ~laats and 

to :vrooeoute those who had burnt his h<>ut>e do'htn. On the 

oth~r hfUld it ie the tal.e of their e:tte111pts to yrocure a 

Coloni.a.J. Pass eo that he coul.d. pl.E3-ad his case in Cape T~Jwn 

o.nd i£ neceeea.ry return to Enal.and to apply in t.>~rl3on to 

intttrv:it:r'W the ~.:ecr.,:rtt:.:ry of State fo:r.• 'V..::~r and Colonies. 

On 6th Augu.et 1.e22, the day a.i:·t" :r his house had bee n 

d estroyed, :Nri th w:x--ote to the :Landdrost in ord~r to :find out, 

undor '\'Those authority this action had be~::;n taken. ~he L·a1d-

droct repl.ied th:'l:t, !'It was not done by my orderf:J •.. nor do I 

know anything of the transt:-1.otion. n 
2 

Eri"th deci.ded, ao the 

(;\4e t.-1&£:>. :rs • God.J.on ton, Gu.rmine; aud ·Dixon in th:·· t Oour't. ~he 

e ar;e w, .s brought before the court, ·bu.t .in an i.rregul..a.r :fashion. 

Fi.rHt~y Eri th 1 e s uit WA.tJ l>resented s.e a Civil. c a:.:;e and secondly 

the La.ndd.ro.,t retired before the case Wf!,a opaned.. Eri th states 

tha t rtastonishment was expreseed by the Judsea. (Mosare . 

Bentinck and Buiss~e) that the landdrost should retire 

previoue to thi s caee being brought forward, or th.,.t it ehouJ.d 

be consid9red a civil oaee. in open court."3 Neverthe2e~s 

the Judges did pttt a numbt~r of ques tions to the La.nddrost and 

District CJ..erk . One of thG qu. otione ac;.k1-;d b~v the Judge6 ~Tas 

t-rheth·ar H the lNld wa.s measured previous ttJ the house being 

buil t'?"4 The District O~erk .t'el:>~ied thc\t it h <i.d not be~n. 

~. Resorde , Vo~. 15, p. ?l. 
2. ~hid. Vo~. 3~, ;;.1. 2~~1.. 
3. t,bi;c}. 
4 . i!,bi.d. 



The Judges then exp.reased "their r e gret tha t such a c:i.rcumsto.nce 

h !\d t aken pJ.a Cf-), and the :i.:t' ina biJ.i ty to proceed with t h e trial. 

J. in its present form.• 

Erith' s e sse then was not tri~d by the Circuit Court • 

.C.rith'e s t a t ements rega rding the r>roceediugs of the Circuit 

Court uni'ortunn.teJ.y c annot be directl.y v erif'ied, n ince no 

official. r ecord of this ~artiou1~r cas e exists. Two ~~otors, 

howev (;;r 1 it woul.d. seem, c ubs tantinte Brith's at~tte:nent. The 

very £act thr<t the re is no .re cord o£ the tr.:i.t:U eueg(.: ~:ts tha t 

2 
the caso was brought up in a very ":i.nf'o:r.mn.J. m~m.ne.r, " eo 

in.fo:r.ma.l. that minutes ~·n~.re not taken o.f the p.rocaedin go . In 

the s~cond pl.D.c e .6ri th is not a.:f'raid to mention by name not 

onJ.y the Die tri c t Cle rk and Landdrost, but a l Po the two Judges. 

':'Ch.is w·ouJ.d indic~~t t>l tha t he wotll.d h a ve nothing to l.oee if 

these gent.l.emen wer e a pproached t o Vt:Jrif y his st£1.t amf::nta. 

Although the Judges o£ the Circuit Court r ef"uaed t o h e ar 

the c ase , a.a it wa.s then pre~~~::nted, the~ n.dvised 3ri t h "to 

a.ddr <::ee the La.nddros t in an o:f£icial. maxme.r J:or :L t to be 

brought b e£ore F\ Court of Lnnddro~~t and Heemr~den. " 3· On 

25th Octobe r ,l822 Eri th sent such a lett er, ,.,h:ich, howev er, 

wa.s not act ed upon 'Wl.ti~ f•1R.rch J.:;th, 1823.4 It v1ouJ.d seer:~ 

howev er, the.t thiB oase was again he~d in an irregul.r.t.r fa.nhion. 

The only r ecord of the c r .. s e , merely s t ates th~:Lt ~:ri·th was 

~ sUllU!loued to appear b~:fort3 the court. The minute b o ok h as 

no r ecord of the case at aJ.J.. .clri th ' s v .,.:r e ion of the cas e, 

6 
tho u gh i t a.p1'eara t ha.t h e Wl LS 11.0t present, etates th1:t.t when 

Mr. Rive r s , :presiding as l1a.nddroa t, cED-l.ed upon t h e cuJ.9ri t s 

to d e f end themseJ.vee , !'they handed in a ~ettar ••ri tten by 

Mr . Ri.ve r s , addresktecl to r-tr. ))ixon, in lvhioh he gives the 

~. Reco~ds , Vol.. 32, p . 222. 
2. !l2is!· 
3 . ibi..£1 .• 
4. ibid. 
5 . AY 6/l.: .. ..J.l) • 235- 2B6 . 
6. AY 8/74: J. Brith to H. Rivers, l7th April, l823. 
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fo~owing order: 'You wi~~ daat~oy the house in whut w~ 

~ 
you thi nk prope r . '" Not unnaturnJ.~ "this defence provod 

to be entirely adequate. The ¢ aeG Wfl.t; thus diom:!.esed. It 

~a ~~so not s urpris ing tha t ~rith stwu~d comp~ain at the 

wny in which thfl decision was reached. Thm:•o can b e li tt~e 

douht that ~ri th was not gi van a f a:i.r trio.l and thure '1-Tti.S a 

misca rriage of justice. 

i.:lri th' a dispu te with tho Gove rnment o:fiioial.e in Albany 

ws.s o omplioHted by two pri v .. t e ~aw nui to batween himsa~£ 1::1.nd 

.Uix.on and Wn.i ttle re~ep~cti v aly • The a ctual. details of' ·t;ha 

cat;\ila a.:ru of' no grc \.t importance, Ra:th..-;r thf:d:r a ieni£icanca 

J.i us in the \'l!:cy' in '\'Th.ich they \'1+-;re covlducted by the Gov ern-

ment Ot':ticial.a. Erith had been ordered by the Court o~ 

La.nddrowt and Hoemraden, <:.a:rl.y i n l.822 to p~ lJixon 120 Rds 

and ·rl.h.i ttle 70 Rds . Eri th a.ckno~f~edBed a <lebt o£ 80 Rda 

to Dixon, 1Jut wne not t'.la.tivf'iad tha t he ehoul.d YS¥ DiJ<:ou s 

fu.rth~::r 80 Rds, or 70 Rds to \-Jh.i. ttJ.e . 
2 

He thus lodged an 

a.ppea.J... with the District C~erk to be 1)r 1 t:Hmted ba:.t"Ol:'6 tho 

Circui t Court. He d eposited 20 Rds with th~ Diatrict 

~rec.Qurer, as WH .. 6 l.aid down by .l.a.w. Bri.th, how.:::vur, d i d not 

fol l.ow Ul) hia a ction, X"€1.:..u.l..ting i.n the a.p_>o~s being can-

oe~l.ed . ~he Court , wh~n it s~t in Ootobor, ~822, ordered that 

tht: 20 Rds d. epoai t w: .s t o be :r~turned to Hri t h, but that 

Brith ch(JuJ.d pay the ooet6 incurred by the oasea . 3 

It \4S.S some five months lo .. ter on the l.Oth April, ~d2:J thu .. t 

Eri th "re ceived a J.ette r £rom Mr. Onkrudyt otating th..;re Wt-3re 

two Bi.l.~e L;gai.nat hiST:tor ~~genueQ ~t the Court o£ Circuit 

in th~ ce..eF,a of Wr•i ttle tUl.d Di.lton . ''4 Bri th rcpl.iad . n.i.ne 

J. . RDcorda , Vol. . 32 , p . 222 . 
2. A"i 8/74l La Suer to Land.dro.:-.t . 17th May- l.823 . 
::5 . ibid. 

-4 h4 r l J (:\ • • ~h t IT ,., • J. f;:; tt.. M 1 82·• 4. ~· • J.: • • ~r:L.., o i. ••• :t..V0rf:;, ;.1 .~.~ .·~ny ;; . 



days ~ntt~r , requesting that the Di.ll.F"J be t-:H:~nt to him.~ He-

cei vine no rer>~Y, he a.gA.in wrote on the 5th !l!.•.y r e 1ucs ting 

th~ Bi~lo . At ~~mgth on the: 9th }iPy, the JJitrtrict O~erk 

l II 1 t ' h .,2 )Ut a t t .o s ..me iroe nov~r S t".J.d w n.t m6fH'3encor. · ~he 

~.;ttcr w;.s ··accompe.rU.ed with a. three.t (and thLt tm~ not tho 

x'irct) sayintJ they wer in the Moooenet)r' fl h nnda unci i£ r.tot 

i mmecli tt3~Y p.lid th(:J e~pensoe o:£ thom would be increased by 

their beina hru1ded. ov~r to tho soquest~o.n• :for ~;xeoution. u 3 

;(:his throa.tt-ming and unh~:;~~pf'ul. lette r t·urpriaed aucl. angered 

..::..:r.i th. Nevt-.~rthe~e:7s on the following day h e wrott> to 

Mr. Hul. "!1) , a MeaHen ger, r6lquesting a. \'lri. tten ropJ.y. The 

v e rbal. rep~ given by ?·1r. Hul.ae wac actoniehine. He told 

~ri th thn t "Mr. (lnkrudyt he.d forbidden him answ~r:inc by 

~ettar ne tht.;re were oth . . r mehe ene;ers befJideo him. 114 

J~ri th thorei'ore wrote to th~ oth,.r Moo&<.mg;;;r Robert . 

God~o:nton who r~pl.ied ir. wri t:i.ng : "I .h ve in my poe>r:;;eesion 

t no Bill.s f.'or B:xpences inourded ( oic) in P.o'tions broue;ht 

aea.inot you. by M~sKrs • .Dixon Emd Hhittle in wh ich you wore 

condemned to pa.y the coe ts - the 1h:t~ wh""n thE--y were handed 

to I:.l& I h · .ve no mea.ns o£ ancerto.ining - but as they have 

been laying in my hsnds a. oonaidGrable tiruo I muot v ery 

c~hortly in the .. .-xacution o£ MY Duty :Present thum to you. :for 

r-~d if not complied with I sh~ be under the 

necees ity of r e turning them for .xecution." 5 Despitt~ the 

threa t anine t erms o£ tho :te tte r Eri t..h was not i.ntimido.:te d. 

H& a.et,,in p:r·ot~ote<\ a.t the wa y in which the tuo c ·,sr.:a had 

6 
bevn bro.ueht before the Judgee. In ed.cl.i tion he 1;rot cnted 

l.. AY B/ 74 & J. T. l~r;i. th to U. Hi v •:;r t-1 , 15th l!ay l.e~3. 
2. ~. 
3. ~· 
4~ ~. 
s. j,bid. 
6. ~bi£. 
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most atrongl.y at the way in wldch the Billa had boen 

l. preoented for payment. It a.ppearc thn.t the Meed engor, 

not o~ having fai~ed to present the Bil.l.e for five montho, 

al.a o ref'ut~ed to a ubmi t the demf:\nd for payment in writing . 
2 

Eri th riehtJ.y stated thh t "a.l.l. verbal. repl.ic~s a.rt J not con­

sidered officia1 L;ni! I ehall not notice ~uch s ort of 

communication.•3 This was for the obvious raa.Hon thfl.t he 

wottid ht.kVe no guarantee that he had paid the :Bi~l.s. 4 

The is,~ue trivial. in i tee:.t:f', ia nevertheJ.eac.; important. 

In tha :f'irf;t pJ.ace it thrown :.tit>ht on the ohara.ct0r o~ Eri th .. 

The dispute shows that l~ri th was prepared to acknowl.edge a 

debt. 5 3econd~ Erith wt~, howover, l.ege2istic, stubborn, 

forthright and fJCJrsir~tent if' he wn e of' thu opinion that the 

cl.e.ims hel.d ~1.ga.inat him werf:~ unjust. He we1n not prepared 

to admit the cl.e.ime until. he h t,.d expl.orad ·~v.:;ry ;:).venue open 

to him to a.l. t e r the La.nddro'-it • s decis ion. It was a. ch.},racter-

:i.e tic which he not on:Ly r~veal.a throughout .h.ia long stru ggl.e 

to gain compensation, but it is indeed one of the chief 

rea.so.r...~ :for hie p~1-rtia.l. succesa:s. !the dispute a.l.oo r ven.~s 

the wa;y i.n which l.ocAJ.. a:fi'~d:cr:;. were a.dminitstered. The r evel.a-

tion is not :fl.a.ttering to the Gov~-rnment o :fficia.l.s . ~'he most 

u triking :tee.ture Wt'\a t he inabil.i. ty o:f the :La.nddroe t to contro~ 

the si tua:tion. A£t <lr e.J.J., he h t.1.d .~ .. w.ssed the Eh ... nt~noe on :B:ri th 

nnd mul:':t t: .. urel.y have known the dates a.nd r t:.o.sons for his 

::\ctione. 'Yet he mua t frequentJ.y sei;k the ovinions o£ the 

Dil..trict ~rt;lnsurer l:ll'l.d the District CJ.ork, on .!5ri th c.ln ir:na. 
6 

Th~re e eema to have been, on the La.nddro t.7t ' s part, an ina.bi~i. ty 

l.. AY e/74: J . T. 1~rith to H. River a , 15th May ~823 . 
2. ~· J .~l' • • ::rith to H. Rivure, 23rd May ~823 . 
3. if..bid . 
4. i.W· 
5. AY 8/74: L~ Suwr to H. Hivt:r b , ~7th May 1823 . 
6. AY 9/3 : Letter Bt ... ok of La.nddrost Oct. 182 2 - >>( pt • ~824. 

AY 8/74: Miscellaneous Letters to Lan ddrost: 1823. 
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to o~arify the s ituation and arr~ve at a decision. The 

fault does not r t;!st ent:ire~y with the Landdrost . The District 

Treasurer r \Jf'ueed to r eveaJ. the name o £ the lllo~senger with 

1 
whom the Bills were lodged. The de~a.y in th6! presentn.tion 

o£ the Bills WA.s in tht) regj.on o£ s ix months. Indeed the 

MeasE:l'lg~r, Godl.onton, admitted thu t the Bi~la ha.d be~n lying 

•-li th h~m so long that he had un o means of a.scerta.ini.ng" their 

2 
date . ·,.;hen th8,-': e factors a.r e tn.ken into a ccount, it i.s 

not .... urpri""inu; thA.t 111ri th h n.d little oon:fidenoe in the honesty, 

c apabilities and e ££iciancy o£ the loc~l authorities in Albany . 

Relations between :Erith a.nct. the authoritios were still 

furth~r oornplicated and confused by his dispute with the 

Comrrdasariat Vepartment. On 14th April 1823 he wrote to 

the dep:-Lrtment r eQ.u estin g them to "furnish him with the 

Ituma of wh..ctt Demands the Commi.s ea.ria.t J)epartment has against 

him- as he was about to leave the fronti er.n3 This, the 

Department r e fused to do , unless l~rith "signed the receipts 

for the Second and rhird insta~ents of your deposit money 

but that immedia t ely those pap~rs are sit;;ned your a c count 

shal~ be handed you. " 4 Brith refused, because he ho.d onJ.y 

received his firs t instal.ment. He argued. that it t'ias un-

reasonab~e for him to sign the r e c eipt s for money he h ad not 

received. 5 The Commiea~at £or their part maintained that 

they co~d not give him a written statement o£ hie account 

until. he h a.d signed the receipts. Ae nai th~;r party would 

al.ter ite eto.nd Erith left the :fronti~r without settling the 

account. The issue was only settl.ed in Ju1y 1825 when the 

bal.ance of the depoei t rnoney, amounting to sorne 96 Rde, was i/ 

paid to Mrs . Erith .
6 

th 
1. AY 8/74: J . T. };ri.th to H. Hi.v&r!~ , l.5 May 1823. 
2. .ull· 
3. C.O. 48/148: J.T. Br ith to Co~1issariat Dept. l.4th April. 1823. 
4. ~bid. Commiceariat Dept. to J . T. llrith, 14th April. 1823 . 
5. Rego~da, Vol . 15, p. 358. 
6. ~. Vol.. 22, p. 413 . 
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Ona f'urther dispute, t1hich run cor..currcntl.y < .nci was 

ed re~ations between Brith and tho ~oc~ authorities. After 

~ri th had received noti.i'ication, on ~6tl. September ~822, that 

a Colonial. Pa.se would not b6 arn.nted to him, ho Hent his 

~ 
wi:te to Ot':l.:t;c ~own to p~ea.d his c ase with the Governor. 

Ht;r vi.si. t wn.a sucoeas£u~ and in March ~823 a l'aee w.qs eent 

to th!'i L.anddroat. 
2 

When Ji:ri th a.pp~ied £or tlla P~:\.ss, he 

was informed that he must J;>roduce "certain documontan before 

3 the Paso could be iasuad. A£t>::lr uoma <lel.ay hrith obtained 

the necessary documun1:~~ from the oequestrHtor and Vendue 

.fl'ia~t t::r. The Landdrost, howev e r, still re:fused to give ~rith 

hie :vase 11on grounds thr-~-t the ))istrict bt.~cret .. ry had claims" 

against Bri th w:i. th •t~~hi.ch he hP..d 110t complied. 4 

to obtain e. :Pass now bec~...me closel-Y aar-;ociate\.l with Bri.th ' s 

J.sw s u.i ts which had al.r+:H·.;.dy brought him into con:fJ.ict 

w.i th the a.uthori ti0s. Desr}i te thi~::~ o.nci ·tho :fact th~;d; by 

Jul.y no apparent decision had be<;n reached rego;.rdine; those 

l:mite, Erith was g:rantad. a Oo~onia.J.. Pass on Ju.l.y 8th ~823~ 

.tr:!. th, howevt-J~r, d.i.d not immedi.!'l.teJ..y ~eave :f'or C:n,pe Town, 

but instead remained in Gra.hamstown. Ne\-TS hr .. d roached. the 

Frontier that the Commisaionera of Enquiry, ~ea~ra. Bigge 

and Co~ebrooke, wou~d soon be arriving to settle disputes . 

By March ~824 .i.:h:•ith a:ft ~:.r h.a.viug waited ''with a. considera.b~e 

o£ His Majes ty ' s Commissiont-trs of Enquiry- a t the J•'rontier, 

1. Records, Vo~ . 32, p . 223 . 
2. C.o. 48/148: P• 233 (a ). 
3. ~-
4. AY 8i74: J.T • .hlrith to H. ~H.v~rs , ~5ta Nay l823 . 
5. Record~, Vol. 26, p . 326. 



from a hope that his ~ong pending and unfortunate o~se 

•wul.d h~ve b¢en :f'inaJ..ly d~cicled by them, but found from 

undoubted authority tha t the power with wh.ioh they are 

inv+::~sted do not axt>~nd to the immediat~ rEJ:Pri.ration of 

injuriee received from the ~oc~ I1agietrete.~1 

At the end o£ March 1.824 l~ri th and l'ds f'ami.ly £ineJ.J.y 

l.~f't the Frontier ~or Cape Town. By this time it seems 

apparent th1'1t the cl.ai.ms Dixon and Whittle had against 

Erith were settled. !Chere is no evidence to indicate how 

the disputes were eettl.ed. ~rith thus left for Cape Town 

in order to settle his claims against the local authorities 

in Albany. He albo made it quite e xplicit that should he 

not obtain aatiufa.otion from the Governo:r·, he woul.d not 

heai tate to aai.l to J.1}ngl.and to l.ay his caee before the 

Secretary o£ ;Jt e.te £or Colonies . 2 

Prior to l.ee.ving the l!~ronti.cr, J:!;ri th a.ddreaoed a. Memoria~ 

to the Chief Ju~tice, Sir John Truter. In the memorial. he 

asks to be permitted flto prosecute Captain Trappea and 

H1:1rry Rivers, :l3eq. in fQrma. J!g.uperi_e in Hits Ma.j esty' s C<,urt 

of Justice in Cape Town on the serioun Chargee of Injustice 

&ld oppression in the discharge of the duties o£ their high 

and. dignified o:f£ic<a . 11 3 Attached to the memoria~ was a 

sworn af£idavit, sworn by ~rith before A. B. Diete , a member 

o±' the H.eemt<aad, in wl'lich J~ri th eta. t oe th~;..t he was unab~e to 

prosecute th0se gent~emen at his own oxpen~e. The F i scal., 

rep1ying in Au~~st ~824 1 stnted tha t h~ would not undertake 

to proe•;cute Captain Tra.ppGts a.nd lb.rry R.i Vvre. He s aid tha,t 

"hevina token into cons i deration that your principal com-

plaint against the Landdrost of A1bany has been 1aid before 

his .. ,;x.ce~~ency the Governor, who decided thereon in hie 

repl.y of' the 29th March ~823, to the Memorial of I~a . Erith, 

1. Record~, Vol. 32, p. 222u 
2. ~b;j,d. Vo~. l7, p. ~?l.. 
:;. :i.bi.d · 



I hereby bc:.:g l.oav e to in:.i?orm you th:•.t I do not £o~~l. myeul.f 

ju:-:::tificd to inr;ti tute a crir".in..."\J. prosecution ·..l.ao.in_ t al'JY 

of the :Fubl.ic ll'wlction~riae whose oonduo't you cor.1pl.u.in o£."1. 

Afte r th:te rebuff• 1~rith ' c e:f'£orts to obt::1.in r •. d~:-i:.OG in the 

c~"Jlony could go n o further, a~ no more a v f..nucs wa r e open to 

himo Accordinel..y at the end of Aue,uet JJ324 he "wt~s prc:V"Lil.~d 

u p on" by hie Hi £ e "~d l!~riends to embra ce tho trul.y kind 

r·nd Btmer ou6 of:fcr of tho Commander o:f' the J.!a.y ( \~haler) viz . 

a Pa.r.Hlage free o£ J~xpense to the shores of ;<;ne;J.a.nd," oo thn t 

('I 2 he coul.d 1.~ his case before the Coloni~ ~ocret.r~ . 

Mrf~. Eri th, with h •l:r three children, howevor, rernainod 

in Ca.1)e Xown, and continued the bt:\ttle with tht. l.ocal. authori-

tii:!s. It wne n<n-r th.. · t she onters the e trugc;J.e in re.~l earnust. 

As later ev unts were to prove , Mra . Erith wae ao o tubborn and 

pBrsi~.tent aa h e r husband. She wr".S :i.n addition, howt'-Vur, 

v~ry much more £orthrieht . 

On the 9th Septemb e r ld~4 Mrs . ~rith wrote to the Govern-

o:r. expl.aining h .... r distressed Ed. tua.tion and cl.aiming r t·l.ie:f 

3 from the <7ov~rl'lment . The f"ol.J.owina day, an unuoual.ly 

prompt rupl.y for the Co~olrleJ. O:t't'i c e, the .o\ss i :,to.nt Seoret'<rY· 

etc~ ted thr~t "His .... xcel.l.ency oa.n.r,ot e..dmi t tna.t you h ave £1l'l.Y 

claim to r ,.,.J.ie£' :from the GovE-~rnment ••• u 4 He went on to 

s n.y, however, tha t "the question of' Boundary between Dixon 

and J;Jrith has n ev e r been fni.rl.y tried •• ., and th: t "h~; knows 

tha t Mr. Haywnrd h e,s been :furnis hed with dooumente in c ase 

it should come before him." 5 That this w~e ~ compl.e te 

change of a.tt:i tude on the p~.rt o£ tho Gov~rnor, the. :l':'e c on l>e 

no doubt. A l.ittl.e over two weeks previousl.y Erith had be~n 

c ategorical.J.y tol.d tha t hib cl.a i mo e.~~ainst the La.nddrost 

(of which the boundary dierJute wae one) did not juo ti±'y :further 

~ . ne.cox:d;:.; , Vol. . l.B, P • 240 . 
2. ~· Vol. 2:~, X) • 319 . 
3. ~· Vo~. J.8 , p . ~bJ.. 
4. ;ib;i.d . 
5 . ,;~. 
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. t . . l. examl.nr:. J.on. The change in the Gov f.:lrno:t-'a E:T.ttitude oou~d 

b e ascri bad to one of two motives. li'irstl;y .he might have 

been dist urbed tha t Eri th W h {;l a~:re~'-dY on hi e \otay to .:,ngl.nnd 

to ~ay his case before the Co~onial ~Jecr1:1te.ry. AJ. t, lrna t:i"VoJ.y 

the Commis~ioners of .Enquiry miBht have in£orrned Lord Ch.r~ee 

~~omerset tha t m~y of thG ::La:nddrost o£ .. Ubany ' s !..."J.Ctions could 

be qu estioned ~d th,:~re:tore it wouJ..d be a.d.visabl.<".- to in-

v estiea t e thf-~ cJ.a.ima once more • In any evt;>nt the Governor 

changt3d his mind and ord£:red Mr. HayY.H:trci. to inves tig ,te 

;.;ri th ' s cJ.aime • 
2 

f-tr . William Ha.yt.,R.rd h ad been appo:i.nted in £.1a.y :1824 as a. 

11 ~pecial Oomrnif'>~ionur to settle diBputes amone settl.t::ro , to 

i nv<::s tir;n t e thoi r needs, an d. to ~.~.dvif~<"~ whHt cou~d b~ done to 

3 reJ . .i ev{~ them . 11 Hayward mode t vro report::. , dat od 9th Novembo r 

1.824 n.n<:i. 22nd Ap;r"i.J. 1.82 5 on the c~aims o£ James rJri. th and. h is 

ld.:fe, Ja.ne . 4 He d e t:Ut f'.il:'c t \'lith i~ri.th ' s c~aims for ca.ttl.e 

\V"h:i. ch h~d been 11 taken by the Ca:f':fr~s . tt 5 L:ri th compla ined 

that "'hen .he a.ppJ.i e d to the Landdroet for e c-;ropenea:t.ion, he 

we:.::-: to~d t hat t h e r e wer~ no more Oa:f:L're cattl.e to be dis-

tributed. Ha yward accepted this ex~lanation. He ~ta.tes 

nth:~t J .~•: . ')rith m.i 0 ht h a v e be•::n J.Hte in his appJ.ica.tion, •16 

inf,~rrine tha t the p rinciple for compensation was one o:f 

' :fira t c ome :first s e rved . ' J<.lri th being J.ate c ouJ..d rJ.ot hope 

t () eain compensation . 

1·1r . Ha.ywr-:rd tht~n W(ilnt on to deal with Eri th' a cl.aim 

W .1' . Dixon ' s Loc$.t.ion and. l}~~rsist.ing in r etaai:ning there not-

wi tha ta.nd.ing r epeated WR-rni nee , wa~~ a t l.eneth e j eot~d by 

l.. aecorrlM, Vol.. ~8 , vP • 240- 2 41 . 
2 . ib~d. Vol. 1.9 , P • 11.4 . 
3 . '2heal, u . H. H:i.s to:r.•y o£ ;;;ou'tb, Af'ri.ca , Vol.. 5 , p. 31J.. 
4. Heo2rd~, Vo~ . l9$ Y • ~~5 . 

Vo~ . 2J., p . l.33 . 
5. i2~d . Vo~ . ~y , p . 225 . 
6 . ib~d . 
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Authority, e.nd the House. destroyed in Augu:..;t J.822 . "~ 

This account does not, howevor, E:'lXp~s.:l.n how it ,.,as as-

c erta.:i.nad that ~ri th ha-:1 built upon Dixon' s land. It is 

.. Jri th • s c).a.i.m. In th<il i'irst p:tac:e h0 gi v ..sa the wrong 

initials £or Dixon, whlch co\ud indicate his un~ami~iarity 

with thu ca~?tt. In the second p~~c~ he makes no a ttempt to 

prove thn;t th(::! decis ion of the .La:nddl:'Of..lt wao juut or correct. 

Ind~od the sh~~J.ownoss o£ Hayward's argument is illustrated 

when in his second r eport he compJ.~t~J.y alters hie ar~~~nt . 

He now eta tee thn.t beca.u e Eri th had J.eft his J.ocr.~tion at 

the end o£ J.l:-322 he ()OU.l.d not b@ eiven eitht:r a. diagram or 

Title to his location. It appoar6 then in thie instance 

liayw~rd did not investigate the matter, but rath$r ecc~pted 

the argument s a.nd decioior1s o£ the J.~a.nddrost . 

The £ina: c~aim dealt with by Mr . IIaywnrd was in connect-

ion w:i th the Com.YT.tissa.riat :U$pru·t ment . In this mattm:· Haywa.:r.d 

ma.de a. more tho:rou.ah iuveutietttion. He tab~t~d tho a ccoWlta 

7 44 .H.ixdoJ..J..a.ra. He was thu6 partia.l.ly oo~·r~ct in etA.ting 

that 11 ha.vina procUJ."ed £rom tht. Commissariat t.ut. Vouchers 

£vr isi:·Ue o£ Bto.x•ee and ·"rovie ions in detai~ to J . ~ . ~ri th, 

I have drbwn up th~refrom a Genwral ~tatem~nt of partic ulars, 

which is h;l:-eewi.th transmitted, by wh.i.ch it api'aars that the 

L<)C~Ll Che:~:•ge tj.(Sai:n~t J a.meG Thomaa Bri th. iEi corrac t . 112 He 

was only pa.rtial.l.y c ol:'roct s ince thvre was a ba..lar.~.ce of' 

9G H.ixdollm:·s atill to be J,JA.id to Eri th - a r f ... ct which 

Hayward did not mention and was ono a.bou·t wh .. i.ch .iJ;ri th ha.d 

compJ..~·d.nod . 

The invea tigati.ono tht;n o£ Wi~.l.itun Hayward did li ttl.e 

l . ~iSQrg~, Vol . J.9, P • 1.1.5. 
2 . ibid. p. ll6 . 



to s~tt~e the o~a.iros o:f' 1~ri "th. It wou~d seem though, 

thH.t h.ig drawing U.P ot: the Comroiesarie.t account did in-

directl.y r~cul:t in the balance beine paid to ll-1:r~.; . E:r.i th 

on 26th July ~825 .~ The p~ight o£ Mr~. Brith, however, 

~raz on~ tha:t this balance of tile deposit money could not 

ir; ~ '"''""Y t>ttbc ta:n:tial.J_y re~iove. She thus asks 

Sir Richard P~asket. th~ gecret : .ry to the Colonial. G-ov~;rn-

ment, to J:lrovide her And h~r :family with :r.a tions. ln fact 

b e tween Ju~y ~d Octob~r 1825, wh~n Mrs. Erith l.eft ~or 

2.ne;land., th~':r.e was a constv..nt e;tream of lett~rs written 

by MrB. Rri th to the Gov~rnor, asking £or 80 t":e kind o£ 

r~)lie:f. Si:r.· Richard :P~a.skat it see ms, took en interest 

in h or cas~. In the £irst inatance ha s e t a b out s ettling 

the long st?~ding 'Cattle Claim'. On the 15th August 1825 

h e wrote to th~ Landdro6 t of A~bany directing him to ntBke 

the f'iri;t o:ppor"tuni ty o£ sel.l.ing any lt:P..f:t'or (; a ttl. i:::! at your 

dis:posa.~ to sett~e Ml'. r~ri th' s claim .. "
2 

The r e suJ.. t w t~e 

that in Se~tember l825, tho Gov8rnment o££~red Mr B. ~rith 

3 0 Rds a month in lieu of pa.yro<mt for thv ntolan oe.tt~e . 3 

Second~y Plasket approached tho :V'isca.l. in order to e eta.bJ.ish 

whetlwr, according to Colonial Law, gov~n·mn~;nt rel.ie£ could 

be given to d i stressed pers ons. The Eis cal replied, howevGr, 

11 thn t th.u ueA.ea of thi.a Colony rloee not 'to my knowledge 

a :Ueign a:ny ell.owanoea eithHr in Mo:n~y or in Hations to dis-

tx·es;;;ed lndi vid.ua l t:s m~:roely on account of' thei:r. die tre s s ed 

s ituation •• 114 In any ev ent the 1- isott.l told him th~~t the 

allOt'{a..nce in liou· o£ the s to.l.en cattle 11 \i'i l:t enable her to 

pr ovi de for tho n o &t urgent wants £o~ herself and Children. ~' 

1 . Re cords , VoJ. . 22; p . 4~3. 
2. ~- p . 479 . 
). ;ibi;i. VoJ. . 23t p . ~OJ. . 
4. !llig VolQ 22, p . 494 .. 
5. ib:icl . - Vol. 2:5 , P• 3~ . 
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Th:irdl.y th~ f~ecret ... 1.ry endeavoured to procuro r1rs. t•lri th 

a :frt.e :t>ase age to J.1ng~a.:nd, but wae unable to do thif.l. 

Mr- . Elrith wae erate:ful. to Sir Richard Pl.aekt?t , but 

was not sati~fia,i w.i th the not ir,.coneidero.blo effort s hs 

had ~ada on her beha~f . This oan be attributed in ~oma part 

to tho undoubtect~y d:i.f:ficv.l.t and :frus trating position in 

wh:i.ch sho wr-!.D placed. Not <'>~Y was she aeparo:ted :from her 

but also was forced to try and eain comp~ncation :for the 

wrongo which she firmly believed hnd beon done to hor. In 

Aueu~.-;t eho memori~ised the Uovcrnor for a :free ,i.i3Ssag~ to 

~ 
Bng~a.nd . At the s ,.,me time she e.pp:Lied :for :f:Lnanci.o...1. 

r~jected on the grounds o£ "the utter i.rn.:;>ossibiJ.ity o:C z o 

.Jm.:-tl.~ a sum being adequate to support a Family of' 5 Porsone 

for one f•1onth •• 112 Her poei tion wa.~ m~::~.de l'lOrse by h~)r and 

Sir Hichard Pl.e.sket's ina.bil.J.ty to pr~cu~e a £ree passage 

back to l:.:ngl~..nd . 

In the l.a.G't ·reaort, on the 25th October l.8~:J. i-1:t:'£!1 . Eri.th, 

fee~i115 that h o r pleas went unhee ded by the Colonial Gov ern­

m..Jnt. addr~sc;od A. memoriftl to Lord Bn..thurst . 3 In the. mt.omor-

iD.l ~Jha !JUtlinod the conduct of the GovE:r.r.un.:.mt Wl". the 

Go"'rernor tow~rds h .r in r efusing h e r not orL'tY a free pe.Ruage 

but a.l.eo reli t:lf' ror hersel.f and chil.dre:u . Th~ r:tr:l.in under 

vlhich ehe had been living during this time is cl.ea.rJ..y evident 

by the tone o'£ the me{;lori.aJ.. f>.he did not hEiu:i. to.tt.. to describe, 

and j_n deta.il, th~;-.. beha-vi,)ur o:f thG li·ove;r.nHi<.~.r .. t of'i'icials, n.nd 

indeE::~d tht• U.o·v~rnor hirnself'. .Jh~ c:leclared thr.t tlsh& was 

posi. ti v ely made • • • the ::>.POl'~ oi exa.l:ted i!ow..::r t in btc;ing 

G.an-t to ~ld frorT1 ~:l-over.Iun~:Jnt Houee to th<o: <.!oloniaJ. Of:Lioe 

l.. ~ecordh , Vol.. 25 , p . 320 . 
2. ibid. P• l05 . 
3. ~· P~ · jJ.8-j27. 



aev~ra.l. tl.mas with either Mee,;;e.ges or .tfot~s ••• 

g:!:'untJ.e d and Ange red by this trt.:atment, M:ru. Eri th WF• S 

det-1rmin~d to pl(l.Ce h ert.el.i' and hc·r. family undo:r th~;:: 1)ro-

tf;ct.ion of the Governor. The treatment Bh<.. r.ectd vee\ P..t 

hie h·U"lds she d eAcribeo vividly. "Had Hemoria.l.i t-<t betm 

intruded itsel£ on hor mind at a conc~usion so inhuman 

"'.fi :foJ.lowc d . l!'or y our Lordahip wilJ. l earn wi t h horror. 

a For~ien CJ.imo, a ccowpanied by four he~pJ.e~w Chi1dr~n, to 

an ~nglish Governor, it w~u rep~sed by an expres~ order to 

thl~ Orderly t o turn out !o1e~oriali~t f"..nd Fruni.l.y • and cJ.ose 

the doort? of that s t a t ely edifice, a o omro".n't which was t~Vident-

ly r~oeived with horr or, and seemed t o unnerve 0ven the arm of 

t'irs . ....~ri th c oncJ..udee the memorial. with a p1ea 

to Lor d Bathurst to direct a.n ord.ar to the Gov .. rnor to giV\3 

h .,r .!'\ free: passage to ;.ngl~nrt . Before how~v.:;r, th t re:pJ.y o£ 

to the m\Uli:t'icence o£ p rivr-.t e .l ri ends ( amon~ whom your 

Momo:r.i.~.list lh1.s the Honour of enum3ra.ting Hia !llaj eety ' s 

Commi ssion e rs o f: ~;nqu.iry ) • • • to return accomp''l...."lied with her 

3 f'a.mily to h e r b~~loved Colm·t:ry . 11 

l~rs . Eri th s<UJ.e d £rou~ Ca..:;>e ~own roughly five y\~ . .,rs a:f'tor 

eha h8.d. lt:mded w.ith the o thor Sott1ers in Al.goa Bay . ~hey 

h d 1:.H~t')n y~a.rs o £ bi tterneos a.nd. t'rustr~-::.tion. J?nrt o£ the 

explanation lico in the che..ra.ct•·r o£ Ja.mes .t,;;rith \-vho was an 

intr cta.bJ.e s tick J.0r fo r J.ega..l. nice ties r ... "l,::. as his contract 

vJith h is indentured labou.r.,..r o s u e ge;;:ts, sharp-F.>ighted to 

h :i.s oun inter~st& . Y-::;t cl.oae s crutiny o:f:' evidenoe c u gges1;s 

l . R~cords , Vol. . 2}, P• 32~ . 
2 . !b~ti · p. 324 . 
~. i.lli· Vol. 26t p . 29() . 
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tht\.·t how~ver t~J..c-t;£·u.J.. h<o! ha.d hGen, he wouJ.d probably not 

h~·.v~ :ft red better. J:he ha.ndl.in.g o:£ lu.:. case by the men 

l 
Colonia:L O£:t'ioe in Cape Town, waH a.r.bi tra.ry 9 8 V&.o;1 v e c-..nd 

discreet~y vi.ndioti v~. Xn "the event the ;f'i. ve Yt~a:r.•s >ihioh 

the 1irith1 s upent in Al.bany, wttre to be but a. })re~ude :for 

±'urth.:.r ytT.ars o£ tenu.oious e±'f'ort bi:>fora a.l'J. equi. ta."b~e 

sett~ement was made. 

J.. ~his exoludes g ir Rich~d PJ.as ket who succeeded 
Lt. Co~ . Hird a.e Col onial Secr<-;t a.ry , December l824 . 
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MrD. Erith arrived in Eng~and during Apri~ ~826. to 

join her husband. and to l.~ her c ase be:f:'ore tho t:eere t a ry 

o:t ~~tate £or w~"r and Col.oniee. l. ~h$ personnel. o£ the 

Col.oni.aJ. 0££ice h a d altered sornewh~t ai.nce the F.ritl~ 
~e£t £or the Ca~e in January 1.820. Lord Bathurot indeed 

was at:i.l.J. the Secretary o£ State, but there h n.d hEWn other 

i.mpo:rtant changes. Wil.mot Horton had succeeded Henry Goul .'bourn 

ae Parl.iamentary Under-Saorotary in 1.821., whil.e Rob~rt H~ had 

recentJ.y been appointed ae the :f:irt>t l'<-;rmanent Under-Secretary. 

In addition Jamf.is Btephen Jnr. had been appointed as f'~-time 

l.egal. advisor to the CoLoni~ Offioe . 2 

Tha Co~onial. 0££ioe , itsel.f' in the process o£ admLnistra -

ti ve r o£orm, wa.e inveatige..t i n c: the gove rnmants of the various 

eol.omee it cont:r.ol.l.ed and ·tryi.ng to r e- model. end modernise 

them. In the firat pl.A.c e the CoJ.onJ.tU. O:t:fice h o.d aent out 

the Commieaion~Jra of' .llat:;t e rn J;;nquiry to the Ca.pe o£ ('.-ood Hope, 

Cey~on a.nd Mauri tiue . 3 In the seco.n d pl.ace tbe Uoyal. Inatruc-

tiona to Gove rnors were being ov~. rha.ul.ed and brought up-to-

da t e . As reg~ds t h e Cfipe, the O££ice, bea~dos ita normal 

f unction o£ dire cting despatches to t he Gov e rnor, was a.b-

norma1J.y busy. Th e invoatia;a:tion o£ the c~a.ims made agains t 

the Governorship o:f Lord ChHrl.es Bomerset, invo~ved an investi-

gation int.;~~r a.lla o:f the a.f':f~\irs of' :Uonkin, Burnett, Cooke 

and Edwards , Fairbairn and 2rin8~e. 4 F.inall.y, th~ work o:f 

the Office wa s made mo re di.f'ricul:t becail.Us e of the party and 

Parl.ia.mentL~ey di :ff'icul ties o£ Lord .Li ver.i,)OO~ • e government. 

By ~826 Lord Li verpoo~ waf> :f'aoed with a. serious d ivision 

withi n his government. On the one a i de stood the ul.tra-

c onserv·ttive ,. High Tories , and on the othfJr s tood the more 

~. Recotsls, Vol.. 26, L) • 290. 
2 • §.l1£. Cha.pt ••r l.. 

in:f);:~. A.P.I.Jen d i x A. 
3 . Young, V • ~58 . 
4 o t.: . R .B •. ~ . Vo~. 8, p . 256. 
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~b~r~ Canningitea. ~he cause of this division ran de~per 

than me rel.y tha cl.a.sh o:t p~rsonal.ities, though this did pJ.a.y 

~ its part. The divi(dve £actors were Oe.thol.ic Emn.nc.ipation 

. 2 and the Corn La.ws, questions which at this time were o£ 

paramount importance. It waa a measure o£ Lord Liverpool's 

pol.i ·tical. skil.J. a.n.d prest.ige, that he was a.bl.e to hol.d hie 

Cabinet together. Lord Liverpool. wa s able to do thist because 

on the one hand he re:fuBed to give we;y on the t;LUestion of 

Catholic Bmu.ncipation, but on th~ oth .. ,r hw:J.d., in economic 

ru1~ foreign affairs he supported th~ Canningitea. 

The Whig opposition numbering about two hundred in the 

House of Commons, 3 saw the diffic~tiea which confronted 

Lord Liver;pooJ.'s government . They were, however, not a. 

single cohesive party, 4 a faot which n~ified much of their 

opposition. They were strong enough to embarrass , but not 

coherent enough to dieplace the government. ~his was evident 

as rega.rdti! the case of Lord Ohar~ee SomBrset. 

Lord Charles Some:t:•eet' e s(Jeond term of o:f:fioe as Governor 

of the Cape o£ Good Hope, had been attended by much criticism 

and controvt-;rey. So grea t 1.·m.s t h e criticism that his actions 

were questioned in t h e House of Commons. ~rofea~or Roberts, 

hae warned that tho •Beaufort Influence' in the Commons, 

5 sh<>uld not be ov•:r estimated. On the other hand, Lord Liver-

pool co~d not, if possibl.e, ~ow a hue and c~y after 

Lord Char~ee, a member of on~ of the oldest and most respected 

famil.ies in Engla.nd6 - a. f'a.mil.y which supported his govern-

ment. The Fabian tactics ~dopted b~ Lord Liverpoo1 and more 

6 . 

Aepin~l~, A. ~he Formation g£ Capnin6•s Mini s&fY• p.XXIX. 
~. \>P* XXVII - XXIX. 
~bid. p. XLIV. . 
Woodwa rd, B. L . Whe Ase o~ Reform, p. 55 . 
Rob6rta, M. ~g;d Oh:jyrJ.as Somerset and the 

·~aaufort In£J.u enc52'. A.X • .a. J.Y~~. Vo.l. 2. 
~nfrA• Appendix B. 



partioular~y by Lord llethurct, were thus not only we~~ 

suited but also in the end successful. 

The criticism of Lord Ohar1ee Somerset had arisen initially 

b~cauee of his oppos ition to the ~stabkishment o£ a free praes 

in the Cape Oolorcy. In addition by 1825 the ca s e s of 

William Parke r a nd Bishop Burnett, a.s well as r eports o:f h:l.a 

handling the 1820 Settlement, had :forced Lord Bathurst to 

take action. In June Somers~t's a ctions , r el a ting to the 

case o:f Burnett \'lere £ire t re.iBed in the House of Comm.on.s. J. 

Wilmot Horton d e fended ltia aotiona by the a r gument that they 

2 
were «OVerned by the "defect s o:f the Dutch ~aw11 • The 

governm~nt c on s i s t ently put :forwt~d t he argument$ tha t until 

the Commission o£ Enquiry h a d been c omp1eted no action co~d 

be t a.ken. Nevor theleso, as a reaul. t of the a.gi ta.tion, Lord 

Bathurst Brantcd Somerset lea ve of a bsence to enable him to 

return to ~lg~and, in order to refute the charges 2aid against 

him. 

The case againot ~ord Char2ee, however, n ev e r real~y got 

o£f t he ground . In the first plaee, th opposition was weak3 

and thoupft they trie d to use Lord Cha rles • case as a weapon 

agains t the aovernment, they we re unsucoeaefu.l., s ince "Co2oni~ 

questions were not qu eetiona upon which govornments r eaigned". 4 

In the second place, the oppos ition had great di££iculty in 

s ubotantia:ting their chargee and in £ a ct h a d to r ely in the 

main on unreJ.iab2e and unaa tis £ a otory evidence. s uch as 

Burne tt'e. 5 Finally, the d~fence o£ Lord Char2ea by the 

Colo~al Of£ice was astute. ~he motives which prom~ted this 

d e fence h ave been variously interpre ted. Miss Edwn.rds s ugges ts 

1. Edwards, P• ~9. 
2 . ~-
3 . Roberts, M. Lorg Cha rles Somaree t and the 

' Beaufort Xnf~uence•. A.Y.B. ~951. Vol.2, p.28. 

4. ~· 
5 • l.U!EJ1 Chapt l::IT I. p • 11. 
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~ adopted in orcter to ahie~d Lord Qh,~~ee . Professor Roberts , 

however, putc:; :f'or~mrd the view th~t these tactics "we re 

inte.t'lded not ao much to pro t.ect Lord C'hn.rl.es as to prot~ct 

thH CoJ.,m:i.s.l. Office :from o.ttacko in tho Hou~.;e of Cor:.mons: 

and were pose.ibl.y al.~o dicte..t ed by the gen Jrnl. princi.pl.e 

that- coJ.oniF.t.-1 o:f!'icia.l.c mutSt 'be supported wh ·re po nsible 

2 
againnt criticiam in thP. House." 

view e.xpreRsoct at the tiMe by Lomorse t'f:l a rGh-critic 

~35-r Ruf'o.ne Donkin. He a t .tod. t ' thn.t the onJ.y t'9ur;port h e 

L·jom~rseil wi1l. receive from thom Lthe MinisterUJ wil.J. be 

th~t ~~ai tim.A.te countenance H.nd Jirotect:ion to which he is 

enti tl.ed 'by hi ; o:Ltice as l.ong ~s he hoJ.do it' • 3 .do.thur~t 

then miaht indi v:idue,l.~y cJ.•i tic:i.se l:)omez•set, 4 vol.i tiof'..tl.ly, 

howt~ver, i.n thl::! int .. reet o:f the bOvt;!rnment he muo t covc.:r him, 

a.nd e u.ch w~e thu ekiJ.J. o:f '.I:ory man gement that the c nee 

&tlninr t Lord Gh·~rlt'tS _patGred out . 

J F-J.m."lG r~ri th ' s campn.it'.l'l for c ompensa tion oo.i.ncided not 

only ''ii th the wnnin;;s of the Tory s t ar , but a l f o \ti th an 

unu&U<1.~ly busy _period for tho Oo1.onia.l. ()!'£ice . Thoue;h 

corre6.:,.,ond~nce Wt~mt to three s ucceeeiv e :.t=;cretP..riea o£ BtRte, 

vi ~-' . LoL"d . .:JH.thuret, Lord <J.od~rich a.nd Wi~~ia.tl Huf ltist:;on . 

dililmm~.~os of a weakeru.ng pc.rty, but al.::;o the por f' o.nn l ep.oro.achee 

t o the dutiea o f o f:fice . 

a. roemori:·· l to :Lord .13a.thuru1. , in which b h e ~ntraated him to 

l.. 
2 . 

Hdw~da , pp . 
Roberts, M. 

3 . i.£.1S.. p . 30. 
4. ib_;d. 

l2l.-l.40 . 
,Lord ChA.rl(!s .3omli3reet and the 
':Be.q.ufo.~·t Infl uence • , A.Y.l3. 1951 . Vol . 2 , 

;.rr> . 2~-.,o . 
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~·t-Jview ha:t~ case. l. Robert Hay, on beha.J.£ o:f Lord .Jathurst 

rt>r,~ied :promptJ.y, the follo'l-ii:ng day. He eta.tad, tha.t tho 

Co~onie~ Office could not conoider her oaoa since ".r-h;. Eri th 

has never though·t :oroper to bring his oase under Lord Bathurst's 

coenizance, aJ.thoueh he was l.nvitud by Hr. Hay to clo ao ••• " 2 

This "tras indeed the ~Jase. Al. though J:.}ri th had beon in Ene~and 

sitloe the latter hal.£ o:f ~824, he had nC>t a:pp:con.ched the 

Co~onial. Office to i:nveoti&ate his o~aims. This Erith said 

was bec~use he had been too ill.3 ne aduod , that his 1'mind 

being nol'r nore at eaaa on account o:f my J:,a.mi.l.y I ha,ra no 

doubt but He~th will fol.l.ow. •• 4 The-re is no reason to doubt 

·tha. t Eri th was anxious on a ccount of hie fL\.T.ll:lly, but it is 

d..:U?£iouJ. t to accept the.t his sickneee prevented hirn £or 

months on end, from corresponding with the Co~onial Offic~. 

J~ri th enol.oaed with hi a ~ettar 11 a. Bri. e:f but Ourta.i~ed 

St~-eement o£ his oaee £or Hie Lordship's consid~ration.n5 

In this statement. datod 2nd May 1.826, Erith outlined five 

cla ims he hud against the Col.oni~ Authorities at the Cape. 
v 

Firetl.y• Erith attaoked Capta~ Trappas' deciaion to ruove 

him :£'ror'1 his orieinal. .l.oce.tion to Waai .Pl.aatz. Secondl.;,y, 

.Bri th c~aimedtha.-e som(; of' hia .Ar'ticl.ed Servants h..~d been v 

taken :f'rort1 him by Capta-in ~L'rar~p os ,. Thi:l"d.l.y, he cl.aimed 

aea.inat the d estruotion of h~.s house at Waai Pl.aa.tz':" Fourthly, 

Erith referred to his di:f£icultiee in obtaining a Col.oni~ Pa~e .v 

FinaL~. he alluded to the way in which he h nd been prev ented 

from prosecuting Captain Trappeo and Harry Rivera b Gf'ore the / 

J.. R~:coads. Vo.l. 26, p. 290 . 
2. ibid. p. 293. 
3. i .bid. p. 324. 
4. ibid. 
5. ~. 
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High Court in Cape 'lown.~ Erith not on2¥ set forth his 

clo.ima, but al.ao took .,the liberty to na.m~ to Mr. Hay that 

my l•'amil.y w~ighing upon my exertions for thE::ir support I 

have no doubt Hie Lordship wi~l see how unp~easant~ I am 

situated, an~ till His Lordship w~ll be graciouGl~ p~eased 

to imrQstie,;;a te into it, render o<* euch a.ssi.stanee a.s His 

2 Lordship in His Wisdom shal.l. see neceesa.ry.tt ~his request, 

a.s l!:ri th himself must h:.:;.ve real.ised was :futile. Apa.rt froxr. 

private charitiee, the Pari3h was the only source o£ poor 

relief. The Colo~~ Office had no ~unda for the re1ief of 

indigeney: moreover, to have ind~ged Erith on this point, 

might la.tor ha.vc been conetrued a.e 6lVidenoe, of wider obliga.-

tion. 

The Colonial. O:f.":fioe reply Wl1.S dated the 1.3th May 1826. 

:It ei vee an. excel ::Lent summine u.p of' tha grievances held b;y 

~rith a.gein$t the C~pe Authorities. Robert Hay wrote, stating 

tha.t " ·thee$ grievances I'A.ppea.r to arise :first: Out of the 

order con~eyed to you by Oapt~n Xrappee to remove ~rom the 

~ooetion which had been previous~y assigned to you by 

Captain SomereetJ 2nd, Out of the attempts made by the 

La.nddrout to abstrn.ct your a.rtiol.ed Survan·ts. 3rd, Out of 

the destruction of a. house which you hail. bu:l.~ t within the 

J.imi. ts a.ssiened to you by th., Provieiona.l. Magi ~·trate . 4th, 

Out of' 'tho rafufH''~ of thf.! Governor to grant hin sanction to 

an e..ction which you ,Yl'Oposed. to hr.:i.ng a.gA.i~:~.et the Lft.llddrost . 

5th, Out of the d.iea.J.l.owance o£ your Cl.a.ima upon the Commise -

3 ariat." Robert Hay went on 'to sey. thfl.t Lord Bathurst woul.d 

ce.:u. upon ;iri th 'to produce d.oc:nU'l<an+.a in support o£ hie first 

and. et.:;cond arievr-\llcce. Ae rQgf'J.rdB :!.ri th • a fourth grievance , 

1. Eccgjfde, Vol. 2 6 , :P:P• 325-328. 
2 . ~- p. j24 . 
3. ibid. p. 3~~. 



H.n.y st •. t ,-~d., th· t 11 conBid.e r a ticn o£ the • • • subj ect of 

compl.tdnt whioh more illllt\edia t a la- :r.e18 tes • •• tt to ·the 

G-overnor o£ the Cape, wou.1.d be de:t't!.rred, 11untiJ. his arrivel. 11 

1 
which oouJ.d ttbe :i.m.medi~tel.y expecte d '1 • 

a .dd.ed howev (:tr, th·tt ••with res pect to the destruction o£ 

y our h~')Us t-;,, a.nd your claims on the Commissariat, I run to 

acquaint you thfl.t his Lords h ip is in pos~e~sion o£ authentic 

informa tion £rom which it appears that the house was onky 

dP.stroya d after- the repeated warnings which wore conveyed 

to you not to bu.i1d upon the 1a.nd of anothE~r person , and 

tha t it hF:..d beon decidedly shown pr.eviousJ..y to your depa rture 

from the Co1ony tha t you had no c~Bim wha tever on ths 

Commisaari a t.n2 

The Colonial. Of'£ice r~ply to ..d:r•i th' s mem.oria.l, E-Jhowed. 

'thn.t th(oly we re prepared to invef:•tie!-l.t e n.o,me o:f' hie grievances. 

Lord Bathurf;t ' s decision, ho~vove:·r, not to review th~ thi.rd 

H•.F,d of: grievance i s di:f':ficult to juetit'y. ~rhe onJ.y evidence 

Lord .Bathuret can h ave h a.d, is that submitted by the o£:f.ieial.e 

concern(1d to the Colonial. Of':t'ice, Cape Town. This .included, 

inte r alia, the r~por.t o£ Mr. HrtYward whioh h as been s hown 

to be :fe.J.se. 3 In e ££*" crt wha:t Lo:r.-d Bathurst etud.ied, without 

due crosn- e xa.mina.tion We.A th.,, e vidence of th(il de£endan:ts onl.y. 

It was , howev er, open t o the p~ainti££ t o submit h is own 

d oou..men .. ~ F; , a.nJ. this Eri-;h did on r~ay 22nd. 4 He repeated hie 

plea :f'or uraent oone i derat ion, ~.nd not., a~ked. Lord Bathurst 

to e ive h im tt s o roe s itt1ation (howev .-tr humble) that mEcy enable 

him t o provide the n e ceaea.riea. of J.if'e . . .. 11 f'or his £ami1y . 5 

l . 
2 . 

p. 351. . 

pp . 71-?j . 
p. 387. 



84. 

~hat Lord :d~thure;t anc.i the Col.oniu..l Ot'f'ice genuinely 

n.::~E~ded tirne t o ooneider .li!r:i. the e case i~: b eyond do,J.bt. 

Lo..t·d Chl:l.:r.~r..c Somcre'C:;t h<:~d roztu..rn ;:Jd. to .Bri·tnin on Hay l.7th. 

Oommonaense , f~rness P~d political discretion alike, 

n e oeaui t a:ted thRt he s hould b e cona ul t ed . J~ri th £or 

hie part howev m, was anxious :for an t~a.rl.y sett::Leru~nt of 

hia cJ.aimo, and a,,;, a :resuJ. t pestered th<~ Colo:n.io.J. O£J?i oe 

"" l. hi . _., l. ~or a rep y to · s memor.~~ . Er i th' s ~~et~ w~s no 

doubt juetii':ied, ),ut th&r~ can 'be 2i t 'tl.e t~.oubt that his 

:pee;t '" rine the O:f'f'ic e must h ave a.nnoy&d the o f:fioial.s, who 

w-er~ doine their best to &ort out hie ol.a.ims a.s quickly ae 

Lo rd CharJ.oa Som~"Jrset was not a.l)proach.ed i mmecli a.t oly to 

report on Eri th' e cl.t::~.im£5 , E>..l thouah h e h?.d intim!:tted to 

Lord Bo:t;hurst that he wa.a entireJ.y a.t hie fflJordnhip ' fl service 

... h th h o+· · t · \. · t t · u
2 

·..,o ··we e on our .... Wa.l. ~ng on .ll.l.I'Il a any J.me •• • ~his 

waB du e t o the fact, the t it was o~y on the 30th May, that 

t he Co~onial O£fice received a1l. the r al.evant documLnte r e ­

l.ft.·tino. to :r .. ri th • e cla ims. 3 iSoon afterwa rds, the documents 

Wl:)re sent on to Lord Ch~.:r~es dom-:r set , asking lti.m :for hie 

consideration of a. »memoria~ • • • £rom Ja.mHe T.hetmae E:r.i th 

&u~;.,tai.ned ti.'t the Cape of' O<.:>od Hope. 11 He was aak e d to r eport 

on the u sov~raJ. topics aet forth in .M'r. Eri th' s :.r;n~p<l3re . " 4 

The pap~rs inol.uded ~ those whic h h~d be6n sent by Brith 

to tho Colonial. Ot'£ioa , as wal.J.. as Lord .Bathurst ' s rc~pl.y 

to Lr:i. th • D :f'i ret m~mori· l, in \'fhich his decisions ha.u been 

emb<Jdiod . The ba.ll was now i n SomorAt~t ' s court. 

J.., Reqgr~~. Vol.. 26 , pp . 444 ; 462 . Vo~. 27, yp . 8; 30. 
2 . ib:i.c! .• Vol. . 26 , p. )i:03 . 
3. ~· p. 409 . 
4. ~b~d . pp. 4~~-4J..6. 
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Lord Char1ea Som~rset, in keeping with ltiD £~i~y 

motto, ' I eoorn to change or to foc.r' , did n.:>t t!'\k.EJ the 

opportunity either to make- a ooruv~ehsnnive etud.y o:t Brith's 

o~aims, or to al:tHr h:i.s previous decieio:n.fh ~hie wa.a 

a.pp~u-"'nt :from th(:J rep1y, which Homarr;et uent to the Col.oni.a.l. 

0:f£ice Ol'l. the 19th June 1826 . 1 Lord ChA-rJ.ea obsurved. th:"t 

::rith' e fir~t two cl.aims2 were satis£ectoril.~ ~~sw0red by 

Captain 
3 Trapyes in his Sta.t.;;;ment dated 24th Janu!.\rJ' 1{:3~2 ••• " 

Tl-:d.a obuervation was of oouree ooneiHtent with his 1'revious 

d.eoision given on J.3th ~ebruary 1.822, in which he tol.d Erith, 

that he aocepted Captain Trappea• atRternent in defence o£ 

his memorial. o£ 21st December 182J.. This s t a tement of Xrappea•, 

as h as be•m sef.m above, wa.e nei th<,;r adequate nor :f'a.ir to }~ri th. 4 

Somey·set obse rved fu:t•th.Hr, that aB 11 JJord lla.thurnt has 

decided th~t the 3rd and 5th {grievanoeg7 ar~:t :f'u.ti~e, it 

remains :for me only to a.l.J.:u.de to thf1 4th. 115 On th<7 subj ect 

o£ this cl.aiP.:l, Lord Ohar~el3 ex.pl.a.ined that in th.{:: ordinary 

course o£ ~vente , Mr. Brith cou~d not have expected the 

Fiscal. to prosecut e Ca.pta.in :rrappes and H~"'rry Ri 'VI3.t's . He 

pointed out, however, tht'l.t ".i:t' Mr .. lllri th shoul.d 1)l.ead thn:t 

he h r•.d not the means to oa.rry on a. Sui ·t, he might, if' he 

oouJ.d h P..ve proves,. that aa~ertion, ha.ve avail.ed hims~;J.:f o£ 

the uange of ·the Col.oni!U Lr~w nnd h A.Ve appl.ied to the Court 

of Justice to appoint him an Advocate to carry on his Suit 

.Eri th, h ad i.n fact fol.~owed the a:>;:aat 

procedure which J.10r.d Char).es he:!:"~ outlined., On 23rd 1--1Hrch 

J.824, Bri th h e.d addre~:a;;ed a memor.i :"1.1. to the Chie£ JuF tice o:f 

l.. Rec~!:d.a, Vol. 26 , p. 467. 
2 . S UR• p . 82. 
3. !{t>l0or§!§, Vo~. 26, :P• 467. 
4. S\.<XJ . Chapte r III, PP • ?7-~C$ . 

5. lhtoS2rds , Vo~. 26, p . 467. 
6. ibid. . 
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the Colony in which he a~kod him "to permit him l'8rithJ 

to vroeofjoute Captain 1'r e.ppee and. HFJ.rrY Rivers Haq., in 

forma. PHUporis, in His l-1e.j ~sty' a Court of Juntico in Cape 

Town on the s "rious OhargeH of Injustice ;J.nd Opp;reecion 

in ·the diecharg~ o£ the d.ut.:l.~fl o:f their high of'i"ice ••• 11
]. 

Dl·~e;J.oaod with the memoria~ wa.u an Oath, sworn. by Eri th 

before A. :a. ))i&ta, a m~mb•~r o£ the .Al.ba.ny Heemra.A.d, that he 

did not have the mea.ns to prosecute Ca.ptB.in 'l!r,-:pp~S~s Anct 

Harry Ri v-~rs . 

;)omers .. .~t' s oomnH~nt on i~ri th • s 4th Grievance was then 

n ei th• ·r jus t nor a.oour~tc . Clearly Somt=:raet' a mind was made 

up bef'ore he r ead tho 0vid.~nce, i:f indeed. h e did s o. He 

couJ.d. in £ t.>,ct ha.ve made out a oase in s elf defence . He 

6hould have pointed out th~t although Brith was not provided 

\d th an Advocate. the l!'ie ca.J. himaelf, h ad stuciied hie claims. 

It woul.d ha.ve added furth~tr wei ght to his argument, if he had 

shown that the PiacaJ. did not fe(:jl juhti:f'ie d to institute a. 

c:ri.mi.n a.l prosecution, on tho e;rounds n that &,iJil_ principal. 

compl a int against th~ Landdrost of A1bany h aa be n ~aid 

'be!ox-e Hif~ .h::JCcelloncy the Govornor, who decided th••r eon in 

hi t> re1,~Y o:f 29th Mu .. r oh l.B23 to tho Men:.oria.l. of f·1rs. Eri th • • • 

Whethor the F i s cal was ju~ti£ied in accepting th~ Governor's 

decision i~ not tlla voint at issue. What ia et isoue, is that 

it appea r s to be o vident th"'~t Lord Chor~es did not study the 

c aoa . 

advise t he Colonial O:ffioa. He was a.~o;ked "to 1.!:x.pl.1:d.n to His 

Lordship the circumet~~ooe und~r which Mr. ~rith wae r0fused 

a l?aes :l:'or leaving the district in which he wa.s e~·ttled . n3 

l. Records, Vol. 17, p. l7l. 
2. ibid. Vol. 1.8, p. 241.. 
3. ibid. Vol. 27, p. 7. 

.. 2 



ha.t~ "rmy i.:n.f'ornution ilh.ich you !:~~Y h HY{: :i 't in yol.Lt· ~owe~· 'to 

o.:?i\:r npon "thd E.mbj~-ot 11 o:t .I:ri-th'H claims.~ APl>,_'l~vntJ.y h<J 

, 'ri t:h. Lord Bflthure't et~1:tud, thut aa :e~.J.l.' a.o he wn.s conel;lrnud, 

ttno inj ury" h ttd lJ~<~n don-7 'to J;r.:l.th. 
2 On ~;ho f'oll(H1.i.ne <193, 

Cat1:'l.e. UE! si;F~,te<:i the.'t a '""";.n o£ llGO i\ds wue eti1.~ otd.r.~.a to 

3 hi!n. Thio 't:i.c'tio of. ~"C'i t:h • c: • n~::ani:ly tc lJJ."intt fo:r.wurd :.u~~~ 

l. Records , Vol. 27, p. l3. 
2 , i bid . p . 3l . 
3 . ~. p . 30-3l. 
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ski~ and eventua1 eucoess. He added , rath~r pathetic~y, 

that '•as nothing ce.n be done f'or me (on the part o:f <1-ov urn-

munt) that I aha1~ be under the necee~ity this ~ of app1y-

ing to th ~ Lord Mayor on a.ooount o~ roy .Ji':-.mi:l.y . 11 

obvi us1y sti~:l. in :f'in&ncie.l diertr€:res . 

;::rith was 

The Col.011ia.J. Office pr~eented with anothe r probJ.em, onoe 

agA.in referred the matte:t' to Lord Cha.rl.ee SoroerE~et, who right~y 

stated Htha.t no one has a Qle,im on tha Gov~rnment for Sto1en 

Cattle, but !"rom. a principJ.e of Equity the Government has a.l.-

Caf:!'rea, pers02'.lS who have s uffered from their lie:prtldations , 

2 as far as it wa.e in itE-; power to do.n He ttent on, howt~ver, 

to ao;y that he d.id ttnot r ecolleot that proof' was ever adduced 

o£ Mr. Er:i. th' s havine a oJ.aim for CH-ttl.~ ~toJ.en by the Caffree; 

·but in coneeque noe o£ l'-1:r.(;. Eri th' s asecrti:ne; the grea.t die-

tr9ss and Destitute Situation in which ehe ~~d her f~mi1y 

were left at the Ca~e. it waa proposed to ~ow her Thirty 

Rixdolla.rs per meneam until ahe coul.d get an opportWl:ity 

to return to England. The Thirty Rixdolla.~"o , e.ll.uded to by 

Mr • .b:ri th was the refore ari.v o.nct:ld upon that Ploa, stren .;thened 

by hls wife ' a r eptla.ted a.ae-~erti<>n of he.ving be€Jn a Su:ff'erer 

3 by Cattle sto~en by the Oaffrea.~ Xhie explanation di££ers 

m~kod1y from the facts. 

On Au[~st 15th 1825, Sir Rich~d Flaeket 4 h aci written 

on beht\l.:t' o:f t.l>v~ Governor to th~ La.nddro P~t ot' Albany. 

11Hie Bxcellenc;v des ires "that you will t ake th~.. :firs t Ol>portun-

i~y of eelline ~ Kaffor. C ttJ.c at your disposal to settle 

Mr. Eri th ' s claim, P..nd ae he is at .vr eewnt in lm.u:J..e.nd . you 

1. Records , Vol. 27, p. 31. 
2 . ~- pp . 66-67. 
3. ibid. 
4. Secretary to the Government at the Cape . 
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wi~.l be good enough to orde r th~ nun1ber of' o n.tt.le to 

which he is anti t~ed to be put Ul] to PubJ.ic !J.-:Ua on his 

li.ecount u.nd thG Amount o£ s uch s ::..l.e mut>t be duposi·tc~d in 

your Of£ioe until you recei~e furth~:r d i rections on the 

t-ubj .Jet. 11 J. .Furth e rmor& tho :tnsoa.l., in r ep].yinc to questions 

set by Sir Richr.,rd PJ.a.sk~~t -• s.a to wh€Jtht.:r Z.lr~ . g ri th was 

entit~ed to any Relio£',
2 

stated tha t "he Li:.ritW is a cknow-

~edBcd by Gove rnment to have a oJ.aim of indemni£ica tion 

aGainst Government £or tho l.oes o£ O~ttle taken out of his 

posses;--.ion • • • seems to enti tl.e h e r in tho c.baence of her 

huoband ~o such allowance out of. tha inte nded indet~iication 

an \iill. enabl.e h~.;r to provide for the mo Bt urgcmt w<..nta o£ 

h e raul.:l? and chil.dren. 113 In addition, on Septemb~r 5th 1.825 , 

M:r.s . Brith had vr:ritt en to thank t1ir Richard :for "th.~ advanc e 

on the Cn.:ffre Ca.ttle. 114 On t his evidence the Government 

e.nd indo<3d the Gov ernor himae~f • a cce pted. the faot that ~~ · 

Erith did have a ~agitimate cl.ai~ for _thu c a ttle sto~e~ 

irom him. Lord CharleL ' exp~anation waa thus not o~y in-

accurate but als o incorrect. 

'l'hi & t hen ended th :firs t <mQuiry by the Co:toniaJ.. Office 

into ~rith' s oa.se. It ended, not eurprir.Jing~y in his cla ims 

being r e jected . J~rith howev~~~~ wa.o not to be det t~rred . On 

July 24th he sent i n e.nothor MemoriA~ to Lord Bathurs t. 5 

Brith' s patience wt~s no\-; n 9arl.y •":lxhausted, He wrote , that he 

"£indiut;; Ve.ri t~r i.s not the chnract •.:.ril:!t.iok L"(' ii} of the 

ColoniaJ. Government, 11 h e is, 11 compe).J_ed , Ni·th L.v ery de±'(~ronce 

1. F.oc;ords , Vol. 22, p. 480. 
2. ~· Cha;pt .. r III, p. '/3. 
~. Recorda, Vol. 2j, P• 31. 
4. !bid. p. 47. 
0 . i1?id . Vo~. 27, PP• 237-139. 
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to Ycmr Lord<:;hip, to ent:r~e.t Yc.ur Lordntl.ip wi~~ be p~ea.sed 

r-1emori:::W.ir;;t copi0 s that he may h ;\VG i t in his power to 

reply to the;11, expose ~~iction wh~re i t is so n otori ous, 

r1.nd undecei ve Yon.r JJordship th . ..:reon The remP;.i nder 

o±' the memori a l wae. taken up b y anoth~r ra- statem.·"nt of his 

. , . v e.rJ.ous c.1-a~ms . Six days l e-.t 8r , a repl y cam.e from the 

Colonial Office telling Drith, thn t as Lord Bathurst ~having 

cnt<.?rcd f'uJ.J.y i nto al.J. th(.: cha:rgee which y ou have brou gh t 

a~ainst th~ Colonial Gove rnment , hie Lordsh ip does not think 

it necessary to repeat wh::~.t has alre~ady he":n stf!,ted i n re-

f'ut a tion of them • , • 11 Robar t Hay adc:'ted ·th~~t ••as the substance 

o £ all the re:t')l.ies from the Colonial Gov.ar:nment h 8Ne already 

':.<:1;;:n conununic c-.~.t '=1d to ;srou, his Lordship does not think p:roper 

to accede to your rliJquer;;t in reg.:-~rd. to the furni s hing you 

with copies of' ·t;hem. "
2 

Eri th \vas stymiod . I t W <-t.S to be six montho before h e 

again approached the Colonial. 0£fi ce. :t'he reacon for this 

delay we,s t h p.t J~ri th was e.wa.j.ting thG arrival of' the report 3 

of the Commiss ione rs o:f :mnquir'l.!, which he felt wouJ.d 11 11.0 

doubt ( ~ o£ a f ':'l.vourable nP.ture r~specting my c ase •• ~ 4 

Consequently on l5th Janua ry 1827 he ask ed Robert Hay once 

more, to :olf',c e his case before Lor.d Ba.thurst . 5 The reply 

d a t ed 23rd Januar;~,r , mus t h a v e b e.:n most disa.ppoin·ting f'or 

.Elri th, s ince he was mldrely ref'~:rred rrto the several commu..."l.i c a-

tions 1vhich I LHa.-i/ have addreGeed to y ou from time to time 

l . Record~, Vol . 27 , pp . 1 37-139 . 
2 . ~. p . 1 72 . 
3 . The Repor t on Yinance , 6th Sept e mber l826 . 
4. Records , Vol . 30 , p . lOl . 



fo:t::· thu purpose of oonv&y.i.ne; t<> you h:l.e JJordship 1 s op:inion 

on the al.J.f;eed gri evances, which you h r•V t) b r ought under h.ia 

Lordship's notice."~ 

Eri th' ,} c1.8.ims had been £ ::' .. na.l.ly di~posed o£. 

The C';l.c e, o.B hA.s bet...n sc~n, tV'aP. inveatie "'" t ud. lndeud, 

th~ Colonial. O!~:t'ice, as wel.l. a.a J)ord Bn:thurL t hnd been at 

Lord 1:1t..Lthurst om !l"ges with some, b\.tt not much crac\i t, for he 

vl<·.ced. too much weight on th.; evidence givdn by thl: Colonial. 

Offici .1.~; .~t the 0 npo, and. he w-~r; clEH.-1-rly rel.uotant to .Prese 

Lord Chr-. .rl.~o Gom.)r o et tQO closa J.y. l~ri th hi.:rnEel.£ could per-

hapb aluo be f'a.u .. i. ted., in th: .. t he ~·~id not eet ou:t hio claims 

c.!i:: tinctly. l<!ore ove r he did uo'c ehow up the inconsir·t ancies , 

ar.~.d th .... re were many, in thfJ :•.reumonto of the CQ~onia.l. s.uthori-

ti -:.~:-: . It will. b e s eHn how &r.i th remedied these defects and 

the eucceso whi.ch at t enried his efforts. l!'or the pre sent 

however, ~ri th seemed to h?..ve accepted Lord .6a.thurr21 t' s 

c: ecisi.on, eince he did not ap:J)roach the Col.onia..l 0£fice 

until. o.f.tt...r Lorn .l'3n.thu:r.t~ t hnd r~O!sianed the sen~s of O:f£ice. 

On 17th f'obruC'.ry 1.6. 7 J)ord J~:i. v~rpool 1-1ac .·truck down 

b 1. t
. . 2 

.: a n. a.gop ~c J.C EH~J.zura. It wad soon appn r ent 'th.·.t he 

"'oul.d l''l.Ot be abJ.. ~.> to conti.aue in o:f':fice. The King, on the 

a.d.vice of Lorrl Liv.Jr.:pool 1 t:J colleagues, delaye d the se.lect:Lon 

or Liverpool. • s ~1uccessor ''until the crucial deba tes on corn 

~~d Cathol.ics· wor e ov~r on the 6th M.-:.rch". 3 It wtw not, 

however, unt.Ll. a month 1.: . t•~:r., on l.Oth A:pril, thn.t the King 

fina.l.J..y instructed George <Janning to :f'orm a govt-rnm~nt. Thie 

was difficUlt, since the ov~rwhel.ming majority of High Tories , 

1.. Hecords , Vol.. ~7. p. 1.78 . 
2. As1Jinall, A. The lt"orrua.tion of Cannint;' s MiniBtcy, 

p. XXIX. 
3. ~· P• XXXI . 
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including Lord llathuret, refus ed to serve under him.1 

Canning wae thus ioroed to form his gov e rnment from amongst 

his o wn suppor·t,er r) , and af'tor a grea t deo.J. of' consul. tat ion 

H..nd .ool.itic aJ.. ma.no6uverint;;, he mana.ged to obtain the support 

of the Lansdowne and Brougham sdotione of the Whia party. 2 

in 
It wa~/theAe dif£iou1t circumstances th .t th~ n e wly 

created Vieoount Goderich took of'£ioe an Uecrt~te.ry of State 

:for We.r and Col.o.tli~s . Hie pot>i tion weLa mt'lde th6 mo re difficuJ.. t, 

beoa.u~.a he h a d beun g i v an 1..h{l 11l.ea.d 11 in the liou co o:s: llorde . 3 

It wolud aGem tha t this chan8e in tha Head of the Colonial 

Ot'£ioe , p r ompted ,C;rith to lay h i s c ase b~fora the n ew I:Jecrot nry 

of ~tat~ . The memorial, written by Erith, wae received by 

the Goloru.al O.l.'f'ice on 4th Jun~3 . In the mernoria.l }~rith J.a.i.d 

hi.s el.a.imr~ be£ore Lord God~o~rioh. He c on.oJ.u.ded the memorial., 

by asking Lord Goderich 11 to clrnnt him s uch x-c~dreau as will 

en a.bl.o him to y e t go :forw. :rd with (the ) a r_,r icultura.l purouite" , 

which he h a d ue t out to £o~~ow i n ~B20. 4 Nowht~ro howev er, 

d o lO)£.? l!~ri th mention '£or obvious r f . . eons, the f' aot tha t Lord 

Bathurs t h c ... d a.J.r e ady inveatieat ed. and r e jected his c1n.ims. 

The Colonial. Off'ioo howe v er, h rtd an of:ficisl. memory and the 

F~ ma.nent Under-Secre tary, RobtJrt Hay, no doubt iri£ormed 

Lorrl Uoderich that Brith' e o~A~ had been dealt with. Ae a 

resuJ.t, Robert Hay in a t e rstt rep~y ref•~rred .!llrith "to the 

e ev t;rnJ. communica:ti.one which have al.rea d.y benn addresse d t o 

you upon thA s ubj ect of your ol.aims.fl5 

1. Woodw~~d, E.L. The Age qf Re£orm, p . 75. 
2. Aopina~l. , A. The Forrno.tion gf' C!snning • s M.iniatcy, 

PV• XLIII - Llii. 
3 . ~· :p. · ... ~.NI. 

Jonas , W.D. E~oapority Hgblnuon. ~he Lihe o' 
Vieconnt Goderich !782-1.85~, Chapt e r s 5 and 6 . 

4. Raqorde , Vol.. 3~, p. 440. 
5 . ~. p. 524. 
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Undeterredt Eri th eubmi tte.d s :f'urthc~:r. memori n.J. the 

fo~~owing month. This time he was r.orthright in stating 

that h e cou:Ld not "he~p apl)J:"2hending that the strone points 

of my ease, o·wine verha:pt-: to th~ confusion and. !!1Ul ti:p.lici ty 

of dcta.i~e . have es~a_ped t:quaJ.l..y y our .Lordshi.t~'s inaulgence 

in once more s ubm:i. tting the l'o~J.owing :factu to your consid~~rn.­

t:i.on. "J. He th&n enumera"tt...d th:::: :C'i-ve Heads of' Grievances 

c.learJ.y o.nd concise ly, almost on thu l'att<'rn \·Th:i.c.tJ. Lord Bathurst 

him&olf' had r.;rovid.ed in his own r evl.ew of ·.ri th • s ca.Ec. 2 He 

th~n described the destitution into which hie :famil.y h a d 

i 'nJ.len, and implored .Lord tioderich '' to grru1.t ·my vd:f'e a personal. 

int~rview (I am mys~J.£ unable to wait upon you) ~ct to exe~ine 

her and the documento which she anxiously desires to place in 

your Lordship ' f~ hands, and th~:r.eu.Qon t o grant us E;uch r e(t:r.nse a s 

in all the circumet9.llcee o£ the case y 1Jur J...ordshi.p ma.y find 

juf.< t and r caf.lonable . n3 .b:rith had in fact discovered two 

navr lines of a.pproa.ch. ~'i.l'otly , he attacked tho ba.eis on 

which Lord Uhar~ee ~om~rs~t made his decision viz . the 

"repo:t·t e made to him by Captain l 'ra.ppes and t4r. Ri V•-rs ••• 

oecondly, .birith asked .Lord Godorich to study the "opinion 

o£ t he Collllllisaion e :t•s cf .c.nquiry r~&pectil'lg tht:: v -try qu estion-

ablo conduc t of those functionaries in oth~r caG~s , as reg~rds 

Onptn.in ~ra.pl->~S a t page 81 of Pnrliamentary .Papere No . 371 

cOnl];m.red :-ti th page J.7, and. o.o regards 1-ir . ..Ri vor a at pr .. ge 91 

of th ~ same report ... He contitlued. :in tile same vein, 

l . Reeords, Vol . 32, .P • 196 . 
2 . E U t) ' Ch~.ptcr IV. 
3 . i·:.e.corO.s, Vol . 32 t P • 1.96 . 
t1 • .i. bid.. 
5. ~. 

~~:ri th r.:::.ff r e hfl!re to tna l'<:~ po:r.s r-..~ the . .;.dmi:nis·t;r.,.tion 
o£ the Cape of Good Hope, nect:~mber 1.821. to Apri~ 1.826 . 
~n-~t ~ 'ir ~r l827 . 
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i~ustrating why the evidence of these two publ.ic function-

aries at the Cape, sho~d not be accepted without very 

careful cross -examination. In this moet important memoria1 

Brith not only stated hie c~aims, but ~eo, and perhaps 

more important~y, showed that the evidence on which the 

Co~onia.l. O££ice rel.ied \>Tae not beyond suspicion. 

Lord Goder~eh rejected thie renewed appe~ by Erith. 

Hi6 decision, it wo~d seem, was taken on Mr. Hay'e advice, 

o inee tha repJ.y was sent on the same dA.Y that the mernoria.l. 

arrived. It is not at ~ el.ear whether £rith received 

God erich • s repl.y,; in any oase he ignored it and two dS\Y'S 

1ater, on J~ l.6th, Erith sent in yet another memori&L, as 

wel.l. as requasting "A rep~ from your Lords hip to my ~etter 

o£ the 13th Instant ••• "
1 

The iaeue is furthe r compl.io6ted 

by Mre. :h!ri th, who wrote on the same day, a.cknowl.edgj.ng on 

behaJ.f of h e r husband, a communication from Lord Goderich in 

which he acceded "to tha prayer o£ hie ~ith'§l l.etter o£ the 

l.3th Instant. •
2 

This prqer vn e the granting of a personal. 

inta-:rvi.ew to Brith. Whether Brith received Lord Goderioh'e 

l.etter of the 14th J~ or not, cannot be ascertained. What 

ie certo.in however is that bet\-Jef>n the l.3th Jul.y and l.6th 

July, Mrs . hTith once more entered the s truggle. 

This she did in no uncertain t Grms. As •Mr. J~rith was 

unwe~ he therefore deputed me to take such pap~r~ as he 

thought were necessary and wait upon Mr. Ha¥.•3 The 

reception she received is b eet described in h~r own words. 

"l wae surpri sed to :find th tt no pa.pdrs wsre wanted, nor 

would Mr. Hay ~ook at any. The required object of attendance 

appeared to be (on the part of Mr. Hay) ineul.t and reproa ch, for 

~. .Recorda, Vol.. 32, P• 200. 
2. ~· p. 202. 
;s . ~. 
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Mr. Hay commenced by censoring my conduct and ( what he was 

p~eased to term) my acts in exciting Mr. Erith to troub~e 

your Lordship upon his case and c2aims, and after an 

harangue ( to me) quite unint elligible, concluding it by 

observing ' But I h ave heard of your characte r before as 

a sco~ding very bad woman, and I believe it'~l Nor was 

this all. She goes on to accuse, perhaps justifiably that 

"bece.use i·t is inimical. to Mr. Hay ' s f"ee~ings to go into 

an investigation on this business (and because I h ave 

persevered in seeking redress ••• ) he should endeavour to 

.2 
stop it by such conduct. 11 She even goes so far as to 

suggest to Lord ~deri.ch, that it wn.s doubt:ful "whether 

Mr. Hay can be considered a :fit person to go into an 

inv estigation upon this subject, when it seems Mr. Hay's 

prede t e rmination to defend Lord Ch~rles Somerset in the 

face of all that can be alleged against that nobleman, for 

upon my attempting to re£8r him to the repor·t of the Commission-

ers o£ Enquiry, and to be guided by them, I was desired not 

to name them again. " 3 Mrs . Erith thus asks Lord Goderioh 

"to appoint a p e rson who will go thro ' the documents in an 

unbiased and unprejudiced manner ... Finally, she stated 

that she refuses to have ":further communications with Mr. Hay 

unless that gen~man will favour me with an explanation of 

his using such malignant aspersions. tt 5 

A letter such as this, could only have had two possible 

rea ctions. Lord Goderich could have either taken the l etter 

1. Records, Vol. 32, p. 202. 
.2. ibid • p • 20:::S. 
3. .illS.· p. .203. 
4. i_lli. 
5. i.bid . 
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missed the l.$t1:t~r a.s t5l. Vi.oioUSt unwarran.tod flt tnck on a 
senior membe r o£ hie departmont. Lord Goderich cu~pricing-

.~rith. by l.ett fl:r dated .14th Ju:Ly, to produc$ the evidence 

hf1 h M.<i. to subo'tAntiat" hi:J e~fdroa.l. 

On July 26th 1.827 g ri th eant in hit? memori<~l. to Lord 

2 0"0clo.r·l.oh. ln thie highly detail.od and cl.oeol.y argued 

m~r.uorit ~. ~~ri th once more eet O\l t his el.a.iro.E5 . ~t'hi~ t:i.cr.e 

he diti. !'.lOt hol.d b aek ~ evidenoG, nor did. he n egl.ect to 

t'ltxumin~ o:tosel.y C~\ptain ~:ra.ppea • stn.tement And to groduoe 

~idenoe. in th. form of affidavits, which ehowed that 

much of 'trapp~s' e tatamr.nt wan inco:r-re ot. :~ri th b.:;gan the 

memor1 . ·J. by rof'err1na Lord God·.,rioh to ••t.htit Mer roriR.l. dated 

\'faaye Fl.na.tr,, .i.iec ~mb~Jr 3l.et .1.821." and ''tha one dated 

:Chose h$ maintained wouJ.d 

s how tha di::t':tiou~tioe: , injuoticea, »op1;reaeion s o.nd cru~i~ti< .. stt 

und~r. -which he laboured a.t tha.t tirn~. 4 -~ri th moved on to 

e. consideration o£ I.Ji!.>.pt n.in 'i'.r ppcs • re,L>Ort. He oxp~ici t-

~y etat~d th 't the rt:port wo.a "a. m~tee of exa.e~..ero.tion ~d 

.r,_,.. . t u5 

.1. <~Sl. 'Sf • • • 

;.;ri th d~;~. t fi.rLtly with th~ c.laims nriaing 1'rom the 

anct the dieb~dw.~nt of hi~ i.JO.rtyo £rith by xmnining 

o ,.,pt ~in ~\'rapp~c.; • e tn:tement, prov&e i:n mBlly inatanoeo the 

1. Records , Vol. 32, p. 2J.5. 
2 . ibid. PPo 216-227. 
3 . ibid. p. 216. 
4. 1!2.i.9.· 
5. ibid. 
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incorrectnf~SE!! not onl.y o-2 Trn.p_vee • a.otions , t ut a.l.eo o£ ./ 

de~t n axt, in oonsidernb~e 1~:r.i th 

of his houae on hi.a ~ooation t'l.t Wrud. P~a.o.to. Her~ ago.in 

g.J.,-,o coupl.ed his e riovMnoe re: the r~fuaal. of his Co:tonie.J. 

iat and the Ce..f:fre Gatt.le. )i;;rith oono~uded the memorial. 

him at th~ Capt:i . He stu.t ~Etd. "the.t j~ar~ En.thu.r~t .:•romieed 

~ a. grnnt o£ l.and, ( s hall) bt:l aea!lgned to you upon l. r:..uding; 

which was mo• t certainJ..y not £u..l:t'il.led by th~ Col.on1al. 

-~ 
the oirounwtancee which afterwards tra.ns:i)i.r ct o .. ~ He (,:}lOWt.:d, 

4 mon'the at fle.ai l~aa:ts h avi.n u , durine that timt<J, 11 :ful.t'il.~ed 

th4Ci t:>t ilJul.ations of occupation a.nd cul. ti.vA-tion until. dr:i.v on 

wish .is tl'h::t'efore r iwti tution £or ouch e.ooumuJ.e:tod injuries 

oommi tted by th~ l.ocs.l £\mctiortar.ietl and ••• 'th 1t I tne.sr bo 

(:o.coount ~~l":i th had eu'br.-.1 t "tt?d to th~ Co.loniA.J. Office .. The 

l. 

2 . 
3 . 

sup. Chnpter III, pp . 47-5B for a f'uJ.J. dis cussion 
of Captain Tr~ppes ' Report. 

Records, Vol. 32, p. 225 . 
ibid. p . 227. 



fe.at de:teriora.ting du.rina JuJ.y, and on 8th Augu~:..t he died. 

Po2itioal life wae QLr~sdy in turmoi2. Th~ro waa now 

September :5rd tha t hll f'ot<ma.l.l.y ree:iened from the Col.onial. 

O:f':fioe, in the in't elrim. he hM no tirut;;t ·to a.tt..md. to detA.iJ.e 

l. of bua1noas . Tlus wao 2e~t to the oivi~ s 6rvice seeretr r -

Sec:r.'otn.r.•y of Uttr.te. 

Husld.aeon, the n~w aldoret8.cy o:t Sta.tG oannot b~ estabJ.:J.shed. 

the Seorwtn.r¥ of i5tc'3.te o£ their oaoe . Indeed, on the 

to h.ia cat..e . 2 

l. 
2. 

Records, Vol. 37, p 426 .... , . . 
ibid ... p . 445. 
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c ::1ae. n 
~ 

.11£ o. reeuJ.:t ~~ri th a unt in a. OOl' Y of the memor ial. 

uVidenoe to 2 ·.illiwn Huskio~-,on . 

By NoVtmlber, }rl th waa ill once a.ga.i.n, and it wa.a 

~his wa~ an unusual.l.y l.on8 si~onoe for thEr J:Yri 'the to keep~ 

haV6 been that the Briths reN.ia$d that "th6 rec~nt chsn:;ea 

jue t and invo~untary do~ay ••• ~ in the r~viewina o~ th~ir 
3 

oi. vi.~ in tone • ~a . ltl:'1 th o.~.~-ked HunkieBon to rc:viow h or 

c Et.ae . Bhe .;;;~oaded that "ovon the rem.e.inclur of the ()e££ro 

Catt~e Monoy wo~d be o£ infinite o orvice ••• "to r oecuc 

her £ami~ £rom destitution. 4 

Four d~e lat~r ~rith a t 1ast reO$iVed a rop~ to 

hie l~tt~r of the 24th ~$pt~ber.~ It wae Q not ~ 

h~ve bc"'n r oc eived upon the uu.'bj <Jct of your oa:ae gen; .. r ~1¥ 

both trom the Co~ony and ±"rom th~} ~~te Gove rnoz. ••• " 6 

1. Rec o r ds , Vol. 33, p. 446 . 
2. ~- p . 452 ~ 
3. ibid . Vol . 34 , pp. ~Ol-102 . 
4. ibid. p. l02~ 
5. ibi d . pp . 20l-202 . 
6. ~. p . ll3 . 
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Ae n resuJ. t, Huakisson tl C(:lrtainl.y derived th improssion 

that the :f.aiJ..urt:t o-r your Agr.icuJ. tural. undertaking at tha 

Oape ha~ be~n the r eauJ..t ~art~y o£ your own i mprovidence 

but 1..:1till more l)Orh~1.p13 oi: a.ccidento.l. circumete.nces which, 

howev~.r much they may ba regretted, are not to be i~puted 

as matter of.' bl.a.t.o.e to the C)oJ.onic:U. Authori t:ias , or as evino­

il.'lft any iJ..J.. will on their part againc;t you. "J.. HuskisBon 

was there:fore no:f [thi/ opinion tha't His Majewty• r; Government 

is not c~J..ad upon to indemnify you £or the loesoe which 

you unfor·tu.na:teJ..y sustained by r&&-6011 of the f a ilure of 

your a:ttuanpt to settle in the Colony. 112 

Huskiss on had clearly examined erith's cl.Birne as aet 

before Lord Goda:rich in July; retusaJ.. to grant any rodress 

could pcrhapn ba b~at expl~~ed by a r aluct~~ce to alter 

tho dec~sions of his predscoBs ore. Yet even be£ore Erith 

f'onaul.a.ted. s reply, he received another l. ... tte r :from the 
"oli 

Colon:i~ Office.' It was a most encouraeing letter, 

wri. t t en in repl.y to Mrs. .Eri th ' a l.t-lttar of the Sth Nov~mber. 

Mr. Hay, "1-r:t•iting on baha.J.:f of Mr. :auek:ieeon, stated that 

"a.l.though upon the subject of your husband's claims aonarally 

h e oan only r~£~r you to my letter of the 9th Instant, y et 

that he is dia.vosed to give instructions to the Lieutenant 

l.fovernor of the Cape to r emit 1;(' you.r husband the vnJ.ue o:f' 

the cattle which were s tolen from him by the Ca~fres . "~~-------~~ 

He want on to point out that Eri.th mu.st not consider "tha-t 

the Colonial Gov~rnment i s bound to indemnify individuals 

f or tht! va.J..ue taken from th.~~m by the Ce.tfres. " 5 In a.ddi tion 

1. Records, Vol. 34, pp. 1.~3-~14. 
2. .ili,g,. 
3 . ibid. p . ll6. 
4. i.biQ,. 
5. ~. 
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thu "orders ( w .re) only given in o..ccordance \<Ti th the 

ind~gent v~ew which the Colonia1 Government h ad already 

t aken of thi.s po.rt of y-our hus band • a o~~d.ms , in order to 

e r H.nt you that a.cai a tanoo which you first s olicited and 

a.:ft erwn rds d.eclln, ·d . "l 

Huski emon cl.eA.rl.y :formul.H.t ed hie. t1X.Pl.a ne.tion of hie 

o Eto i s ion in a dire ctive, which he oent to tho Act:1.ng 

Gove rnor o£ the Ua.pe , Ma.j or-<:T~r1.- ,•:·~ :Oourke . 
2 

He t=:tated , 

tha t he h a d percE~i.vc:d 1'from t he corresportdence whioh has 

p ·· t'HSil{l. u.von the a u i'>J e ot of !Vlr • .hlrith ' s ol.aimt~ that n l.thouah 

th ~t Gov e rnment of i.hw 0 ol.ony ci.o ee not consid e r itsel.f bound 

to :i.ndemni.£y p or uonu who m~ b (.. robbed by ·the Caffres, y e t 

th:·~·e it h ao bee n ueua;t3 to ast.!i""' t thE:Im in r ucove ring their 

f'. tolon prc)p d:rt;;r , and th.-,t you h t:-td in f a ct direct ed the 

L rm.ddroo't o~ 1U b a ny to hold i u r ee:.e rvu . ..nd to sol.l f'or 

iilr. J;ri th • e bene:t~.L t a n umber of Ca.f:fre Ctittle equal to 

t'lh. t ,.,_,s t e,;,kon :from him • • • 114 He the n ine trncted the 

Govbrno:r, t o "give e :f:f'ect to tha t a.l:'rt~Bamvr.l.t by inr~ tru.cti.ng 

t h u huan t for 'thf.: Co.l.ony to pay OV0 r to l-tr . ..~ri th either 

the proooado o1· th~ v:·~e \vhich ma.;y h nv t' tt\kt::~n p~nce under 

the llanddros t ' e dirtJcti ons, or if ·th<.;l sn.l.a h •S not t · ken 

p l.:.iCe, t h e eati.ma tttd v a lue o£ ~;o m(:my O(~ttl.e a s Mr . -'';ri th 

Husk:isoon, who w. ~:;; a born r..1.dmini5tr1 tor, h a d 

taken paine. to m ·~f•t ... r tht: t-)V:idencc ~d :r.e- a.w .. est. it. He 

\'ifl. l1 ;r.,,.nowned £ or h ie ~ttention to det.,.,il., r.nd f\f:: <-;. cont om-

por~!.ry noted Huel<ies on' s he. •l. th h ad bean undermined by 

1.. Rd cord· ; Vol. , 4, p. 1.1.6 . 
2. ibio . ~··P · 12~-1.26 . 
3 . Author'e under-.l.ining. 
4. Raoords , Vol.. 34t p . l26 . 
5 . ~-
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thH caree o f t h t:) Colonia~ Of':t'ice , an we~~ a. by the 

dif£icult i bB wh i ch b eeot Gode rich ' a govcrnm~~t. ~ 

Hus kieeon' e rep~y mus t h a v e brr>u ght gr~n.t :r.e.li e£ to 

the Erith £ami~y , since t he s um o~ £~l6 w0uld go f a r ~n 

aJ.~eviHting their distre~sed s i t u A.tion. It a.l.so r en ewed 

hope t h a t Uu ski ewon mi ght :r.~vi ~w th~ r oE'J t o :f the i:x• c ano . 

On t h e f o l.l.o win« dey M:r.s . j5ri th went t o the Colonial. Of f ice 

to eee th~:J ~ecr<~tAXY o£ S t a t e . She wa.~ un~.bltt t o seE:! h i m, 

but i n o t ea.d ea.w Put a r !:>tni th, t h o Head o£ t he lwled i t e r rnnean 

nn d A:fric~c!n D<:!p~ rtmt-;nt, who " wa.a B O good a ... t o sccy- h e would 

conm1u.ni en. t~ vi n . thf'"~t thf::! d i agr am of Mr. Bri th • s ~and may 

b e giv e n him tm.d t h e.t h e may b e enab~~d t o dO f'orwe .r d with 

hie a.g:r.iC1ll turA.l ... •ur~ui tr; , \fhich waa his g r ·.n d o bj ~ct in 

l t:•a:v i n g Bngland ••• On November 20th, Erith r e c e ived a 

v~"ry :favour;..;.bl.~ r e yl.y fro m the Colonial. 0££ice . liu~kim.on 

c.xpr~s~;.ed on y ou.r. beh alf' by you:r. "Tif'o , to be allo wed to 

r ~turn to the Ca.oe of Goon Ho_pe wit h t he view o f th ~re 

r-,~.,uming y our agricuJ.·tu:r.P.l. p u rsuits • • , 11 deoided thRt h e was 

ttno t :ind i apo P.ed t o a sPi fst y o u t0 S~. c e rtain ~lx.tent in the 

p.r.o~;acuti.on of y ou,r undert a king." Hu ekis Bon t h ou1rh t tt:i t 

n o t i mpos&i bl.0 th:,,t ruec•.ne m:igh t b e found :fo:r. a.ccommodati.ng 

you and y our fami~y with a convey~noe to t h e Cape , whvr e 

in con:f.o rmi. ty with t he expectations whi c h h ad alr eady been 

h t:l d out to y o u by t he Col onial. Govurnm~nt yo\l w:il::L rec e ive 

a £ a :i r com1>en aat i on fo:r i.,hEJ Val.uo o f t h e Catt le l'thioh we r e 

s tolen from y ou 'by the Ca f !'r as . 11 !L'he :;;Jeoret H.r y o i' : .... t.~;.te 

l.. JoneE? , W. D • .fros p e_rity Robinson. ~he .L;i.:te of 
Viacooot !Jode rich l 782-l.B52, LlP . 192- 203 . 

2 . Records, Vol.. :;.~ , p . l22. 



howuv er, doubte d "whethe r he c "u.J..d give any dire otiono 

for securing to you the ~egal poase$eion of the lands 

to w~ch you would h a ve been entit~ed, h ad you fu1fil~ed 

the cond:itiona1 u pon whi.ch s uch l.anda w~re orieina.l.ly .PJ.a.oed 

at youl' diaposoJ.." He added howevor tha.t "there wouJ.d be 

no objection how~ver to secure to you a mode r a t e portion 

o£ l.und for th~ p urpo8e of oul.tiva tion or pa~l tu.ra.ga ." He 

warned him not to e xpect any othe r ''facil.itiea or asai. ~· ta.nce" 

2 to be giv!.ln him. 

It h nd thus te.ken 1.:::ri th one year and a· v en monthe to 

secure any compen sation. Ba t ,'feen the a.rriva.l.. of Mrs. r)rith, 

in April. 1826, and Janut~Y 1.82A , wh~n they embark ed for the 

Cape, the Zriths had s ubmitted no l.ees tha n thirty-fiv~ 

memorirJ.J.s ".nd l.e tt brs to the CoJ.onial. Office. 'three minis-

t:r:•:i. ea und three Becretnri es of ~tate h a d va:r..ied the 1>0l.i tical. 

kale idoscope . Nothing varied the monotony of th~ l~ri th1 ... ' 

oem:pn.ian, except the certainty that t h oy ;..Jou~d b e impla.c a.bly 

importunA.t e . Huokisaon did. not expl~·dn the r c)a.sons why he 

aJ.t -. red his dacia ion . On +.he on..- hnnd h u s ympa.thised \-lith 

;ri ~h's case, while on the othtir h and he r eA.lieed that not 

e.J.l J~ri th' s cl.a.ims wure l.egj. timato. Th e 8ocretary of ~tate 

v e ry een s i.bl.y did not orde r tho <Xov •. rnor at the Cape to 

r estore .r;ri th to thA l.fUlds he h ad been pJ.e.ced on in Albany. 

Thi.e in its tu.rn wouJ.d inore~y .u.rovoke pleas i'or c ompen( Ption 

£rom others. His decision, humane thouch it undoubted~ was , 

h ad a touch of tho Solomon a bout it. I-t wa.b r easonable to 

eu_ppos~ , tha t ,;r.i th in the Ca._pe would mean reepi t a £or the 

CoJ.onia1 Off.io~, London. 

~iven an inch ~rith wae aLWays eager to take a y ard . 

l .. The Condition was th~t settlers h ad to occupy their 
J.and s for throe y eare after their a rrival. 

2 o Records , Vol. 34, pp . 1 28-1.29. 



He not on1y thanked the S cr~tary o£ ~tRt' for h~s decision, 

bu-t al.so wae or-~oref\U to set out cJ.&~rJ.y , what ho cons trued 

1 Huskior on • s oJ:£er to mean. ;.;ri th quotos Huakiss on as writ-

ing thA-t he WA.e not " ind.iF;poeed to A.oei s t roe to n o e rta.in 

2 
~~xtent in the prosecution of my agricn.i1 turAJ. puraui t o . tt 

Huakieo on howev ; r did not make thie s t a tement. Wh a t he did 

writ~ wo.8 tha t h e was unot indisposed to aasi u t you ffiri.t!iJ 

to a c ert ain extent in the pro~eoution of your undert3kine."3 

By this he rot.~a.nt e:r.o.nt:i..ne the J~ri the a. £ree pa.st age to the 

Ca :pc and a 11mod erate portion of l.:md. 11 He expreosJ.y s t a ted 

thn.t no ''othto:r fnoiJ.i tioe or pa.l';tur.~tee can be gr·:ntecl to 

you. •• 4 Br i th l'ra.t~ thus wrong to as~nune th~.~.t once h e h a d 

been {Jiven his l.and , any :t'u:rth•·.:r hu~.f'l wou.l.d .be forthcomin g . 

In the s3.me 1 ett·.r, ,~.J::·.i t h uno.(;h mrtedl.y s t a t ed thnt his fa.mil.y 

wae in dire need of cJ.othirlg. Quite una b.a.oh edl.y, he aeked 

5 the Secret •.ry of' . ·t a t e to a.dv·moe him !\. ~oa.n o£ £60 . He 

eertain~y did not ho~d the Co~m2:i.aJ. l>f:fice in awe . 

The Colonial 0£fice did not J.at Erith r emain long under 

thi:se mi sappreh ,-::n Hi onf' . In t h e }., .. ti; t:ir o:f the 25th Novembe r 

1.827, .Hobert Hay ma.<ie it quite clear t o Rr.ith, th,_t "it is 

o.1. toguthe r out oi' hi a lJOW~r to ho~d out to you (!~ri th) the 

promise of a.ny aaai nta.nce b uyond wha t you hn.v~ beon giv en 

reason to axpect that you mi u;ht :roc eive , to enabl e you to 

c a rry into exGcution you:r project of r(~turnint;; t o tho Cape . »
6 

Hay r e p tHted tha t the Colonial 0£1'ice o££ered .. ri th rm d his 

l . Records , Vol.. 34, p. 1 37. 
2. ~. 
3. ~. p. l29. 
4 . ibid. 
5. ~. p. 1.37 . 
6. ~. p . l46. 



:family a. :f'ree pasua.ge; compt1naat:ion 11 :from tho Co~onial 

Government [ioz::/ the val.ue of your c;to~en cattle;" and ''placed 

in poesase~on o£ suoh a portion of land as the Lieutenant­

~ov~rnor may think it just and r easonable to aanign to you."1 

l•;ri th was however not to be det0rred, and in a :f'orceful~y 

argued letter, dnted 28th Nov~mbbr, he tried to show that the 

Co~onie.~ O:f:fice' s ~atter of the 25th waa a '\:levia.tion11 :from 

their lettar o£ the 20th.
2 

The main tenor of hie argument 

was tha t hia oompan e • ... ti.on ehoul.d be .,equivs.l.ent to Lhiij 

serious 1oeses.a3 He added howaver thr. t his '' wi e:;h to 

r c turn to the Cnpe is :not in th~ l ea.at abandoned, and i£ 

permitted to draw the sum named in my letter of the 2~rd Inst. 

for an outfit for my family under ciroumetances a~ready ex-

pla.ined, ! am desirous to embr!.:.ce yotu:• proposaJ.e o:f the 

20th lnst. tt4 The repJ.y t•,rith rec~ived was both dip~omR-tio 

a.nd shrewd . Robert Hay st!•ted th tt "with~1ut now a.dv~rting 

to what has passed Mr. HuFJk:icmon understnnds that :it ia 

y0ur wis h to proceed with ~our family to the Cape; but 

that you are deairouEE of' receiving previou&ly to your 

ombarkRtion a proportion o£ tho mon~y which i s to be paid 

to you f.'or the vruue of your otolen cattle. These two 

pointe being well undGrstood, you will bo ~cady to e mbRrk, 

nd to sive in an oet:tmate of thf~ value of tho Cattle ; and 

a.:ftt.,:r Mr. lluskioaon shal.l h a v e mf:tde s ome enquiry • •• • he 

will •••• decide wh• t payment can be made to y¢u in this 

Countr.y on account of tho Co.tt~e . 115 Hay ended the ~etter 

1. Records, Vol. 34, p. 146. 
2 . ill.£. p. ~58. 
3. ~· p. ~60. 
4. ~· 5. ~· p . 164. 
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ourtl.y, r eques ting Erith "to en d eavour to c onfine your 

communications to this l)epe.rtm<.mt to t he :f'ina.J. arrange-

ments of your a~:f'airs in conf'onoity with the axp2ctations 

.,,hj_ch hav~ be..,n h e l.d out to you; :for ~rou wil.~ onl.y be 

deoei vins y oursG1.:t' it you imagine thl»,t anything more \'li~l. 

b e done in your f'avour beyc>nd wh:d; h: s bet.m def'in(:!d in this 

J. and in my prooe~ding l.ett~r o:f the 20th lntJtant. 11 

In the f a ce of thi s 1ette r, Xrith accepted, for ~4& time 

being, that he wo uld get nothing more from the office . He 

accepted tha decis ion and made r eady t o J.eave ~ngl.and. Ere-

p~rations were made throughout De c ember, by the Col.oni~ 

O:f:fice, to send l~ri th ba ck t o the Cn.pe. A J.e tte r waa £Hmt 

of£ to Ma.jor-Genera.J. Bourke ordering him, to "grant to 

Nrith a portion of l.and :.u::ul any other £aoi.li ty whi.ch might 

proparl.y be exten ded to him without rormin& a cha rge on the 

Publ.i;c . 112 He was Al.e o in:formed tha t the ·~gent :for the 

Col.ony, ~. P . Court enay, would pay ririth hAlf o£ the v~ue 

of' t he l! ~ttle ( £~8 ) , and ins tructed Br.)urke to 11dieoharga 

the r t=me.inder o£ his clai.m on his ~rriva:L in the Co~ony . •• 3 

On the 12th December, lJrith r eceived £?8 from the Colonial 1\ 

Ag~nt in p art ,payment £or th(;: t~ to~en 0att~e . 4 

Lette r s wo~ e al.ao s ent t o the Navy Board , a sking them 

to arrange :for a. 11 steer age ,pa.fwage" :for Eri th and his :family. 5 

On the 20th Decemb er the Navy Board informed t he Colonial 

O:f:f.ice , th<"•.:t a ccommoda tion woul.d be a.vai~abl.e £or Eri th and 

l.. Recor ds, Vol. 34, p. l65o 
2. Author ' s underlining. 

Records , Vol. 34, p. 229. 
3. ~. 
4 . ~. p. 241. 
5. ibid. p. 230 . 
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hia £amil.y abot\.rd th~ Oh~rles Jame on.~ 

on the 2nd J a.nu a.ry 1.828, r}ri th wa s prep~r:in6 to b--:>ard ship, 

h ... wn.P ·tn e;ey and upse t by tH.e a ocom:-.oda:tion h~ had baen 

• 2 v.:a.van. He com_p~a.ined. th!\t hie !'s.mil.y w~s to h~vo 0-ecomrnoda-

tion! which wa e fit onl.y .for tl "common eol.dior. n 3 •·:fter 

sanding sev .... raJ. l(~tt~rs of' com,pl."'l.int, his a.o cotnl"'.od.ntion was/ 

al t ' · x·ed by order o:f tht~ ~iacrt':t£\l:"Y of ~;,tut., himettl.:f'. 4 On 

the 2~rd Jenua~,., the ~ritha m.-..de their fj.na.l. p~aoe with 

HuEtlde t on, thc1-nkinB hill1 for n.l.l th~t he ha.d i.on for thb!m. 5 

6 ri the J..e i't l~uel.Rnd once r~ore , abo ~.rd the Chr>.rlat' Ja.p1eaon. 

• ri the. 

1. Records, Vol.. 3 4, p . 254 . 
2. c.o . 48/148: p. 202. 
3 . ~. 
4 . ~- p. 21.0. 
5. ibid. 
6. Records , Vol.. 34, p. 267. 
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~he Britha aet aai~ again for the Cape in 1828, eight 

years aft(tr their initial. embarkation. Uopes were doubtl.ess 

high: but tha voyage did nothing to re-sesure them. Soon 

a.:fter leaving• the ship wae "oompel.l.ed •• • to put into 

J?ortl.and ••• 1:>£:!0A.Use o£ 'bad weathor''. On the l.Oth ~1eb:rua.ry 

they were oaut&ht .in the squal.l.e o£ the B~ of Bieoey, e.nd 

the Jib Boom w~.e oa.rried. away. l!light days later they ran 

into "a. dre,:1.d£ul. storm ••• wh:ioh • • • carried a.wa;y our 

Bul.J..warks, nearl.y kil.l.ed aJ.l. our l.ive stock wa.ahed away 

greHtt.:r p a rt of our cookhouse and killed. one of the horses ••• " 

The O~ptein decided th~refore to eail. to ~t. Ja.go to refit 

and obtain fresh s uppl.iee.1 On the evening of l.Oth March 

tho$y arriv ed a.t St. Jaeo, but were "two hour& to (eio) l.a.t ~ " 

to anchor in the harbour. .l:la.rly the :fol.~owint; tr.ornina the 

s hip struck a bed o:f roe:ke, killing thf;;J oa.ptHin and destroy-

2 ing the ship and the 80ode on board. The Eriths . howev er, 

managed to r each the safet y of the i eland. 

The Britiah Consul advised the Nritha to aaik to Rio 

de Jane·.l.ro, ~dnoe i.t wo.s unl.ikely that a.n Engl.ieh ehi,p, 

bound for the Cape woul.d ca.l.l at Ht. Ja.BO• They l.e£t 

$t. Jago on the let of May in a. leaky Portuguese vease~, 

mana.gints to r each ~ahia. by the 16th June. 3 There it wa.s 

:found, tht..:.t beo8,U.~)e of the oondi tion of the ship "it w n.e 

imposu.ibJ.e :for h~;r to proceed to h ur port of d t]etination. "4 

After a considerable delay, the Briths managed ~t l.ast to 

boa rd a. s hip bound for the Oa.p e . The family £ina.J.ly r \'JA.ohed 

Cape 'to wn on the 7th Mr>roh 1e29; thirteen months a.ft ~;r they 

5 h Rd l.~ft 3.ngland. 

2 . 
3. 
4. 
~ . 

St. J r-tgo i s one o.£. the Oa pe Ve rde Isla.nde, now ca.l.l.ed 
Santiago . 
C.O. 48/148: J.T. Brith to R.W. Hay, 7th April. 1.828 . 
Bahia - a -,;.ort in Brazil. . 
c.o. 48/ 148: p. 21s . 
~. P • 223 . 
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Conditions in the Cape had chang6d since the Briths 

h ad l.e£t :in J_825. Lord ChHrl.es 8omerset no .longer hel.d 

the reine o£ Government. He had been succeeded by Major-

Gen er1;tl. Bourke, who in turn was auoceeded, on September 9th 

1.828, by a.nother Vl'"tera.n of t ho Penin aul.a. \:lar, Lieutenant-

General Sir G~braith Lowry Oo1a . Lose obvious, but more 

important, had been the constitutional and ~egal ohan~ea. 

Tht~re was a. Couno:il. o£ Advice, l. s.imiJ.a.r tJo th~\t which h ad 

been esta.bl.i~Ghed at Sydney. The d.ut:iea o:f' the Council. wer e 

to advise the Governor, paso ordint noes and diocuae matters 

which the GovBrnor mi gh t raiee .
2 

The Governor at~l.J. how0v er• 

h~d the r:ight to act without the Council., o r ev en contrary 

to the Council, so :tone as he jua ti:fied hie position to the 

~eoretary of ~tate . 3 ~thouGh tho po were of the Counoi~ 

were v~ry ~imited and ine££~ctual, it was the first step 

towards the ~imitat2on on thG Uov ernor's powers. Tha 

eotH.bJ..:i9hm~nt o£ a £:r.ee p r ess, in A~:::c:iJ.. J.828, li'BS a. further 

oheok on the way th~ Governor e xercised hie powers . Th e 

Preas Ordinance £or th~ Colony was b~e~d on the law of 

Engl.~ld, so thAt newspapers were s ubj e ct only to t he law 

of J.ibel, as interpreted by t he Judg~e . 4 

~he l~ga.:L uy s t cro as t he ltri tha h ad known and experienced 

~. The Council oonei$ted of: The GovGrnor, the Chief 
Jus t i c e , the Coloni&L Secretary, th~ Officer Command• 
:ing, the Deputy Qua r terruaster-Gen.,.Jra.l., the Auditor­
Genor aJ., and ;cr ea.eurer. 

2. Wal.kur , i ~ .A. A Hil.;t or:v; o£ ~·outh. rn Af ricn, p . 16l. . 
3 . ibAct · p . 162. 
4. ibid. p . J.63 . 
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wac l.aid d o wn b:y the 1.827 Ci"..a.rter o£ Jus ti.e c . Th.e Ghc-rter 

provided l:or a Supr•·Ma Court t o be eta£fcd by <lUa.l.i:t"i e d 

judgea, 1 rmd to ho:td office ti11ua.mdiu ae bene gosc;;,rint" 

~i,r-,.b~e only to t et'l.::,orn.ry suapfmsion by the Go,rcrnor. 2 

more not~.cen.ble . The Circuit Court::') , established by the 

Procl.a.ntation o£ l.B:I..l., w• r e continued nnd were to be hal.d 

twice a year. The Courte of Lnndd:r.ost o.nd Hc<Smrcd en were 

abo1ished as w~c t he poeit~on of Landdroo~. The judicial 

f'unct.ione o £ the La.nddroF.Jt wore. t nlt: n OV1)r by Rt>t::.~idont 

over by Ci v:i 1 Commise ioners. Thf~re was howev er, no ch~e 

i n the civil. J..n"' which r emained b ased on th(J Romi'Ul-Dutch 

c ode . <Jri~rd.na.l Le.w :fol.l.owed mor o cl.oeel.y the po.t·tern o:f' 

3 1.:ncrl.iHh l.a1-t . ~ 

The l~ri th.o wou:td !\l.ao hnve noticed a mn.rked ehi:.Ulge 

in the lH20 ~ettl.ement. l3y !.H29 "the sett~am6nt wA.t-l wall 

est~b~iahed and re~atively prosp~~ous$ ~though ~one 1in~a 

ro.th·.~:c· n:l.:ff,~rent fron tho. pJ.P...tt of' 181.9. 4 The ~.~ettl.():r'l!; ha.d. 

o£ th~ miJ..i t.P.ry ent~ollshmt.i!nt on the Yronti . .,;r prov ided a 

r t-)t1.dy mt~.rk .... t £or J.u.cerne. Th o on.in occupations, howcv r,r, we r e 

l.. The Supr~ma Court w· .e to btl sta..f:f'ed ·by mt!mbera o f 
·th~i .Bars o£ the Uni t ~)d Kino'Lom or of the Colony. 

2o WN.k er, i~ .A . A !J:i.Jjtory p,:f');;q.u.:SJ:l.!!!.l"}J:.. /i::fl''J.S!l• p ., l.63 o 
3. ~· P • 1.64 . 
4 o Hockly, Gh•\pter XI .. 
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of Merino sheep in ~826, auraed ahead, eo much eo tha t 

by 1836 the va1ue of wool export8 tota11ed £26.ooo. 1 In 

other direotione aJ.eo tho ~;astern Co.pe went ahead. 13y J.829 

both ~rahamstown and Port E1izabeth were £1our1ehine commercial 

centres . Grahamstown benefitted !.'rom the v enturea of traders 

a.nd huntnr s ur> country, as we1l a.n thf) :fairs in the Ceded 

'1'.-;rri tory - which had been thrown open to the settlere in 

1824. 2 As the main port £or the E~~tern C~~e, rort Elizabeth 

Wttnt ahaa.d ra.pidl.y a:ft~:~r the double cus tom dues for goode 

landed at Ta.bl.e Bay a nd then trans hipped to Al.goa Bay, w~ro 

abolished in 1826. 3 

Dcspi.te the appa rent ei.gn of progreat: a.nd eucuri.ty the re 

always lurked the latent dan«er of the Xhosa ~ribec, on the 

borders of the ~ettlement. In ~827, 2828 and again in 1.829 

rumours were rife that thera wo~d be an invasion o£ the 

Colony . 4 Displaced tribes co1leotiv~1y known to the colon­

iwtt:! a.e l!'<:~tcani ( Aronngwr-s.ne ) , driven by th~ Zu~ue to the 

north of them, were mol.eHtins th<~ Xhosa. tribes . In th•; ar.oa 

iromediHtel.y south of the Stormber ge . for instance, I>"'lS.tiwt•.~e 

thr~atened the <!a.pe Tembu. They :in turn odged Ma.oo.tno bAck 

into the C~ded T rritory. In 1828 th~re wer~ more e~ rioue 

rumours , namely th t Sha.ka. Zu.l.u waG about tc:> invade the 

Tre.nskei. Although t he invo.eion of the Colony did not then 

mat llr:ie.l..ise , the scare wa.s a ufficient for the Sett~ere to 

e~rm ru:l.d to £orm a commando, in order to d e f end the Frontier. 

The Gov~rnment St,;lnt r .;:GU).:· r troops under CoJ.onol. H~nry Somerset , 

l. . Hoc~, p . l.43. 
2. Hi.ve tt-Cs\rna.c, .. J . B. 'l'hus C{~e the ..;ngJ.ieh, p . 84. 
3 • ,W,s!. P• 79 • 
4. Hook1y, pp. 149-151. 



in ~828, into Kaf£ir~~d to oppoeo ~haka. Instead however, 

he defeated the F~toani by mi s twte. Theee disturbances and 

the underl.ying inseou.ri ty and mu.l tip~ioi ty of ru.mouro on 

the Frontier, w~s to p r e judice Nrith againQt accepting a 

grant of ~and in t his area.. 

Soon after arrival in the Cape, Jt~es Erith presented 

to the Governor, Sir Lowry Cole, the letter he had been 
the 2 

given by/ Co~oniaJ. ()£fioe e In this l.etter, written by 

Ro b~~rt Hay, a. du..ol.ica.te of which h 3d aJ.r,~ady baen sent to 

the G·ovornor, the instructions of the CoJ.onia.l ::>ecretary 

3 were set out. Brith also took the opportunity to sta t e 

"his objections to the Fronti~r, particu2ar2y as he now 

conaid&red the late contention b e tween G-ovt,rnment and him-

sel.:t' buried in obl.i vi on, he therefore tholl[lht i. t most 

prudent to avoid r e turning to thG quarter from whence those 

contention s origin,...t ed • o. 114 No doubt al.r-~o J:ri th, aJ.ways 

oa r e£ul. of his own int~r~et, w: a aware of tha insecurity 

on the l~a.atern l!rontiar. 

The firGt part of the instructions we r o soon ca rried 

out And the remaining money owing on the Ca.ffre Catt~e. £60 , 

was gaid to Erith. 5 In r~speot to the grant of ~and, 

iJir l.aowry Co~e tol.d Erith tha t due to hie obj~otion to the 

~·rontier, Eri. th shou.l.d £ .i.nd a fe.rm or piece o£ ~and which 

he woul.d ~ike a.nd 11 then to :La y i.t before him. "
6 It wa.s, 

howev~r, no e s y matter for Erith to find such a pi ece of 

~and in the West ern regions of the Cape. On the 4th May 

Erith a ddressed a memorial to the Govarnor for a grant of 

J.A.nd. l£rith nhavirlfi made aJ.J. posni.ble enquiry r espocting 

Gov ;rnment ~and, bege to oAJ.l Your };xcel.J.ency' e a ttention 

l. 

2 . 

4 . 
5 . 
6. 

Walker, X. A. A History of ~outhurn A£rioa, p . 1.82. 
Hive tt-Ca rnA.c, D. l!: . Ht~wk'B .!:lye , p . 72. 
C. 0 • 40 /1.48: I> • 223 . 
s up . Ohapt , r IV. n . 102 . 
R•JCQrge, Vo:L . 34, p . 229. R •• HA.y to Ma.jor-Gen ... ra.l. Bourke, 

c.o. 4~/148: p . 223. 
aup . Chapt er IV. p . 102. 
0.0. 4d /J.48: P• 223 . 

l.2th Dcc embGr 1.827. 



to th~ farm named Grote ~oste as one yuur Memorialist con-

ceivea commensura te with th~ views of res titution laid down 

by His Majesty ' s G-overnment on his behal.i'. 11 He went on to 

at te '' tha t in ma.kina the application £or Grote l?oste h e doee 

not disguise from himself tha t the r e is an encumbr~~ce oi' a 

lease £or e. term of ye!·tra. But notwi thHtfUlding y our l-lhrno:rial.-

iat considers th.re is no other place eo likely to ensure 

that e;uccees which th~ Noble ~ecretr-'l.ry o£ :·t u t e h •-td in view 

when he wu.a gru ciousl.y plea~ed to send your Memoria..l.iet b a ck 

to this Oo:Lony. 11 He furthor asks the Gove rnor to "grant to 

him the ~ree grant of Grote ~oste with all and every emolu­

ment attached th~)reto. ul 

The Gove rnor replied curtly tha t Hthe pre~er of tho 

Memoria.l.ist cannot be a cceded to."
2 

On the l8th M~ ~rith 

seut another memorial. to the Gov·.::rnor. aekine him to find 

him (Erith) .a. f a rm, since he did n ot have "rmf:fioient know-

The Governor ~ hi6 r eply 

to this r equest now explained, in more detai~ his ina bility 

to £ind .Brith a. f a rm. Sir Lowry Co~e st ted tha t he COlll.d 

not give "dir e ctions rega rding the selection of a Farm for 

him • • • s ince 11 the Gove rnment :h .. n .. rms are a..l~ under ~ease 

and oazuLot be granted. I£ 13Ve r dis pose d o:f, it must be by 

pub~ic auction to the highes t bidder It • • • ~!?he Governor added 

tha t h e r egretted that ~rith "should have a.ny objection to 

the Frontier districts, au it ie in theGe districts chie£~y 

tha t unoccup ied l.and oan be f'ound."4 

~ws . Erith now, once more , took up the dispute on b ahalf 

o £ her husband. On July ~st sh~ sent a long memorial to 

~. c.o. 48/~48s p. 223. 
2. ~. Ool.onis:L ~ecret; .ry to J.T . Erith,~3th M(;~.rch 1 829 . 
3 . ibid . J . T . Eri th to Sir Low:ry Col.e , 18th J.la.y l.829 . 
4. i.bi.d. Ool.onial. Seort')t~.ry to J. T . Erith, ~et June 1829 . 



the Governor, setting out ~heir oaae and rep~ying to the 

Governor 's lottar o£ the let June ~829.1 ~he tone of the 

~ettur was not one o£ humi1i ty but rath~Jr one o£ aggressi v..: .... 

n eee . l'l'a-s . Eri th first o£ aJ.1 imp1ied tha t the rL~te of 

2sh. to the R~xdo~1ar was only ~but fair comp~nsa.tionfl £or 

the valu~ for the Ca£fre Ca tt1e. 2 This waa an unjus tified 

attack s ince h er husband h e d in f nct b een paid oompenea.tion 
3 

at an exchange r nto one quarter high e r than wa.a customary. 

ShG wont on to dis euse the rea s ons given by the Gov~r.nor 

:f'or r efusing to grant her hue band any ~end . Sir Lo\o~ry Cole 

h ad stated thn.t in terms o£ the ine truotione he had receiv ed 

:from the Secre t a ry o£ ;Jt a t e he wae to a.djue t Bri·th • a oJ.a i ms 

"'"i t hout forming a charge on the J:1ub1ic. tt4 In consequunce 

Co~ e. did not know where he was "to t ake it from n. 
5 Mrs. l'Jri th 

rep~iad curtJ.y that nit is c ert a inly not for (her) to 

determine" how t he Governor was to carry out the "Pledge" 

which the . e c retHry of ,Jtnte h..?f.d given them. She con cluded 

the memorial by requesting na o a.tegorioa.l rep~ t o this 

s:i.mpJ.e question whether the )?;t.egse given me by tho Home 

G·ov.~rnment can be r edeemed c-vt the hands of Your ~~xcel.~ency 

If' thie was not poasib:la ~1re • F.lri th s t . . tad that this would 

" ••• 

necesf:.ii t ".t e h e r "pcr$onaJ. appeo.ra.no e once lllore a t the Colonial. 

Office :in Downind ~treet .~6 

he hr:~.d oomp~i~d :ful.~y with tha ins truot:ions sent by the 

J.. 0.0 . 48/1.48: Mrs . Bri th to ~3ir .Lowry Cole, l~t JuJ.y 1.$29 . 
2 . i,bid. 
3 • infra. • o. 114 • 
4 . Reooeds; Vol. 34, P• 229 . 
~- c.o. 48/148: p . 224 . 
(, . ~. Mrs . Erith to Sir Lo wry Cole , l. t3 t July 1.829 . 



for the ~oee of hi.e oa.tt~e 11 at tha r~~tG of .2~ /4 for thG 

1\ixdo~~ar, highur by one :fourth than ha.a bt:.t:~n paid ~ 

other individual., ,tJ. He went on to re-.i t ')rate th· tt he 

could not grant .~ri th Grote .l>os·te ttor any other Government 

.!·arm , , • 11 2 He did intima te howev er, th:<tt he "wouJ.d be 

dispos~d to grant to him a Farm in one of the Frontier 

Districts where alone unoccupied land i~ to be found, 

and as he has declined to avail. himaeJ.f of the o£fnr, the 

Gov~rnor has no means o:f affording him further as~!$tance 

without making a charge against tha FubJ.ic which His 

llixceJ.J.ency ha.s been directed not to do ••• 113 Sir Lowry Col.e 

couJ.d thua do nothing more to hel.p Erith. 

J.Irs. Brith was not E:A.tie:fj_f~d. On the day that the 

l.ett~r arrived ehe wrote hGr r&pJ.y, She r~fueed to recognise 

the .. t the Government had oompl.if~d with the i:acr,;t ary of 

State' 6 instructions. :;)he o.rgued the:.t ''the disimburscment 

of the rema~nder of the Oaffre Cattl.e money ( which ia now 

ex~ended) Your Bxcellenoy must be aware wac never intended 

ae any part of that arrangement ( s ince) it was made on the 

l3th o:f November (and) oonsequ0ntly tota.J.l.y unconnect ed'' 

vti t h the agreement of the 20th November J.827 . 4 It is 

apparent tha·t; Mrfl . Bri th r:~.nd 'the Governor interpreted the 

t>ecr~tary r:..)£ .~te.te • 6 l.etter o£ the 20th November in different 

WtVfB• The orux of the iet.Ut: l s,y in th;~ inte rpre t ation of' 

l!uskieson • e s t atement thc·.,t he wa s 11not indis:poved to aseiot 

5 
you t t) a cert~:-dn extent in the prosecution of your undertaking. 11 

~ . C.O . 48/l48: ~ir Lowry Cole to lirs. Erith, 25th July l829 . 
~ . ~. 
) ~ ibid . 
4. ibid. Mrs . ~rith to Sir Lowry Col e , 25th J~y l.629 . 
5 . Becorde, Vol . ~4, P • l29 and s upra Chaptur IV. p. l02. 
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Mrs . 1~ri th u;rgu ed that thi.s d:i.d not inc~ude the reimbursement 

:for the c a.ttJ.e - matter l'th.:.ch nhe consiO.ered ~s quite aoparate. 

The G-overnor on the other hand., taking the lette:r af.- a who~e 

noted that the t:J(~cretpry of State had exp~ici tJ.y to~d Eri th 

thc-.t he cou~d nnot expect thnt any oth~r faciJ.i. ties or 

as~d-~~tance can be g:t~ .mted 11 to him.. 2 oir Lowry Cole was 

tilso aware tb~t the que~tion o£ the cattle was included in 

the J.etter ot· th~~ 20th and coupled with the other inr-;tructions. 

tJiro. Eri th went on to a.reue that the r."re>v~;rnor hn.d been 

J..a.bourinB u.nder a misconception 3.2. to th~ wif;hee of her husb md . 

She said tha t: her husband "i.e now a.nct h.::~.e ever been reE>.dy to 

r bceivo a.t the ha.nds o£ Your ~~xcelJ.ency any .Farm you ma.y be 

pleased to a.e: .... ign to him." Her hur::ba.nd 11 Certai~r took the 

liberty ••• " to in:forrn the Governor o:f hie unauita.bil.ity for 

£arming on the Frontier, 11bu:t in eo doing he by no means wished 

to be under£1:ood as whol.l.y deol.inina: to accept a Parm in that 

2 
part of the <~ountry. u This was e.J.most a J eky:tl. and Hyde si tua.-

tion. Mrs . J~ri t h. ao the aJ. tar ego. blanclly ignored that 

E::t•i th had t\fj~ce spaci:fi cal.l.y appl.ied for the gr:uJ.t of Govern-

ment .i!~arms in the Western Cape. At no time did he apply 

meruly for a g rant of l.and. Er~th had nlso :Left no doubt 

about his ob~jections to farming on the Frontier. In March 1829 

he h ad an in~~e:rview 'l<~i th ·the Governor in tlhich he stated 

"his objections to the Frontior . tt 3 Then on ~ l.8th he 

again re-i.te:rated hi.s obj ections to the J:"rontier. 4 It is 

d:if':f'icuJ.. t to sec how· the G-overnor coul.d be said t o l.abour 

"unde r a. mi.sc,once,:pt.ionn 5 of the wit.hE:s o~ James Bri th. He 

l.. Reoo#:d!.; , Vol . 34, .P • 1.29 and ~upra. <Jhaptf..:r• IV. p. l02. 
2 . c . o. 48/:L48: Mre. Erith to Bir Lowry Cole, 25-th Ju:Ly 1829. 
3 . ~q •. p . 223. 
4. ~. p. 224. 
59 ~- p. 226. 



wa e in fact I:LcuteJ.y aw~e of Eri th ' s des ires, and une.bl.e 

to comp~y wi ·~h them since to do eo woul.d b e t<) ignore the 

inF: tructiona given to him by the ~ecretp.ry of State. 

rJir e • .l~ri·~h e nded her memorial. by threat enin G th~t 

"I fear thor•~ is an indispensable n e c esei ty for again 

making my pe:rsonsl. appearance a t the Ool.oni.al. Oi':fice, 

Downing Stre•ltt, and I deem it my duty to in:form your 

Exc e l.l.ency th.a.t I s ha..l.l. make ev ..)ry arrangement to embe.rk 

a s s oon ae pt:>at:i bl.e. ShouJ.d your .bxcel..l.ency therefore f'eo~ 

that you pos1eese the means o1.' a.v.,rting £rom my :f'cmil.y this 

di:ff'icul. t an•:l pain:f'uJ. s t ep, I tru~>t your ~xceJ.l.ency wil.l. 

honour me wi"th a commUl'U.cation." By the J.2th Aueuot, as she 

h A.d not r e oe.ived a. repl.y :f'rorn the Governor ehe boarded a. 

NF~VrtJ. ~Cra.nop·:>rt s hip, 
2 

l.ea.vins · b ehind, h or husband and three 

chil.dren. 

~~s . Erith os t en oibl.y returned to ~ngl.and in order to 

di spute the a.ctione of the GovE<rnor of t he Cape . 14r8 . !;ri th 

arrived in Novomber ~829 , after <tn absence of near~y two 

years. She found that Wi~~iam Hu ekias on was no ~onger 

Secret•·.ry ot St,_t e £or \H<~-r and Ool.oniea . Huskios on, a~though 

a Canninaite ~1d l eader of a group, had oons~nted to join 

the Duko of WeJ.~ington' o Government, in January 1.828 . Within 

a £aw week~ differences o~ opinion aro~e within the 0 nbinot 

on almost ev or y question that came under dis ouseion. 3 In 

Xny Huskisaon and three of his c~osest supporte r s rosigned 

£rom tho Cabin~t.4 ~a position was taken by Dir George 

f.furray , the Commander-in-Chief." of the Army in Irel.encl . 

~hollgh Murray was a. skil.:iuJ. and :f'l.uent speaker, 5 it wae 

J.. 
2 . 

c.o. 48/J.48a Mrs. Erith to ~ir Lowry Co~ep 25th JuJ.y 1829 . 
ibid. p . :5~4. 

). 

4. 
5. 

Asplnal.l., A. The Last o£ th6 Canrdnsita§ 
E.H. R. October l935, p. 650. 

~bid. 
This is not the view 
The )J:i.t'e o:f S.ir Robvrt .Pqt!l to J.830. p . 658J but this is 
not eupported by his biocra.pher in the l)iction· Lry o-:i'-· Nation " 
a.J. Biogr·~1.phy or by the raoords in Hansard. I 
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ftpparent that during his term o£ office, po~i.cy wae 

directed behind the scenes by llord .Bn.thul:'st, Hanry Goul.bourn 

and the Duke hirosel.£. 1 J-iurro.y attended to the dey to day 

runnina o:f the of'ficl:!. ThE:J J·~r.i th correspondence in g enerAl. 

Ghow1, thA-t the CoJ.onia.J.. Office was punctil.ioue and prompt, 

in dea~ing with his J.ottere. 2 

Robnrt Hay was etil.l the .Permanent Under-Secretary of 

tiw Col.onial. Ofi'ioe and adviBe d Sir George Murre¥ that the 

~rith cnee hnd already beon SE:Jtt~ed. Mu~ruy accordingly 

q.xpresoed himself "entirely a.t a l.olde 11 to know NhY Mrf-::;. Erith 

had coz.1o back to Engln.nd. 3 He stated thH.t he had "no 

obeerva:t:icms" to mctke r<~a·· rd.ing the papt-re she had sent 

to the Oi'fic e. He tol.d hE:lr however tha t it W <S up to her 

11 to of£er s uch exple.n.a.tion upon" the pa pers as ehe thought 

4 
n~oes~a.ru. Murray, no doubt prompted by Rob~rt Ha¥, 

remE~mb<:!ring her p<;~raistenoe, asked her to lteep ht3r corres­

pondenc~ 'd th them brief . 5 

On th1; ~9th Nov~mber, l.829 Mrt~ . ;~ri th rep~ied that she 

11 :f~n.ttttro hureP-~i' there wil.l not be axcy- necooaity £or an 

D.:>istolary corre8J))Ondence. the r efore :f'ec;l ob~iged ~.f 

!4r. Hay wi~l fa.V<>ur hc~r with an interview •• • "
6 

On th~ 23rd 

in r~p~y to the Col.onitu Office'o l~ttor of the ~7th 

:1rn . l:~ri th ei vee h t!r r enaons why she ha:! r c turned to F.n gJ.H.nd. 

It was her oon·tention tha t ~ir Lowry CoJ.e had not f ul.:f'il.led 

the :P~edge of 20th November 1827. She th~re£ore e.eks 

Sir Gorge Murray to t8ze t he ca~e into his conaid~ration. 7 

J.. sup. ChaptP-r l. p . 1 o. 
2 . u.o. 48/J.48. . 
3 . c.o. 4Y/22: R.W . Ha.v to l~rs • . ~r:ith, ~7th Novamber 1829 . 
4. ili.2.· 
:> . ~. 
6 . c.o. 48/148: I•1re. J::r:Lth to R . W. liay, ~9th November J..829 . 
7. ibid. 25rd Novt;mbe r 1.829 . 



ll9. 

The fo~1ow~g day the Co~onial O£fioe r~~lied tha t th~y 

we r e Hsti~l at e. ~Osf... to linde rste.nd • •• tt why Mr t; . Eri th 

h a d r e turned to 1~ngl.and. Mur ra¥ then wont on to di..!cuae 

~d.r Lowry Cole 's n-otions. He :f'ound nothi ng to criticise 

J.and. which was of:fered him • • • " choae to a1)p).y £or Gov ern-

ment f a.rmo, he "muet a ttribute his dibappointmont to his 

own indulgence in expectation \-lhj.ch h.e was we.rned not to 

entt:rta in. n~ 

As oou~d perhaps be predicted Mr s . Erith refused to 

a ooept ~ir George Murray's decision. On November 27th 

~Ire . ~..lri th sent in yt~t a.nothEJr l.ong l e tter to Murra.y . She 

wa.s angered by Murr~ ~ · s ina bility to understand why she had 

returned to ,~neland. She wrote that "with 9.1.1 deftn.~enoe to 

you, oir, a llow me simply to statet the r eason, viz . The non-

f'uJ.:fi.lment o£ the J?ledee given at the Colonial. Office, Downing 

Street, November 20th 1827, e$ restitution for oppressive nnd 

unjustifiable acts aomui tted by th~ Local. ]'unction~l."'ies of 

Cape Town, Cn.pe o£ Good Hope during th.; years 1822, 1823, 

J.824 $he then J.aunch6d into a discussion a s ~o why 

in ht~r o.vinion, the 11PJ..edga 11 had not b~en f'u~£il.J..ed. She 

o.atdn tried to shol>T the.t the d.eois ion t~llten in r egar d to 

the 'Caffre C ·ttle' formed no p Art of the agreement of 

20th Nov~rober J.827 . J~damentally however, the whole 

quekl tion revoJ.ved around "the era.nt o:f land. She q,uoted 

the G·ovt:~rnor as having eaid 11 the.t unoccupied J.and i s a.J.one 

to 'be found in the Frontior Distriots"; but M.rs. Eri th 

l.. C. O. 49/ 22: R.W. Hay ~) Mrs . l~rith, ~4th November 1.829 . 
2. c.o. 48/148: Mrs . ~rith to Sir George Murr~ 27th November 

1829. 



eaid "His F!xcellency w~ll knows th~ worthles~neas and 

insufficiency of those ~ando • ••" ~ Here ~ief'J tho bo.aio 

of the dispute . Tho Gov:u .. nor ooul.d onl.y offor the :3ritha 

~and on the Frontier• without "forming a cha rge on the 

2 
publ.io . •• It was preciso1y those ~~~rle which the Eriths, 

for e evoral reneons were unwi~line to accept. The t~rm 

"F~edae", :first ueed by Mra. :F}rith in her letter to 

::ir Lowr~r Col.e on JuJ..y J..st J..829, seems to have l">romoted 

the letter o£ Nov~mber 20th l.827 to the J..evel. of a privat~ 

Magna Carte. for the !"'ri. ths . AJ..b~i t without much enthusiaFm, 

Uir Lowry Cole ha..cl done what coul.d be <tone in t 'lrmo o£ the 

actual. phrasing of his ~netruotione. 

After d.i t'lcusain~ tho r8l.e I>l.ayed by Col.e, Mrt> . ~~rith 

aJ. tm:•ed h e r line o:f a.reument. She moved on to a rfmwn6 

o£ the whoJ.e dispute and attackod the aettl.em~nt made by 

Hus kiaa on. In tho l 0tter o£ tho 20th Nov~mbor 2827, the 

Secx·ctary of .Jta.te h P.d expreso~y atn ted th~1.t h 9 ttdoubte very 

much whethor h e coul.d eive e.ny diroctions £or necur.in.J to 

you the ~ecal possession o£ thu 1~~de to which hurl you f1~-

f"illed the oondi tione upon which s uch J..a:nd.& 'Wt)re orit.;in~ 

p~c ... ced e.t your di1:3po...:aJ.. ''' MrB . Dri th quite right2y points 

out that they were un..~b~e to comp~~t+:"! their ttmure of' the 

~8..nd cince tho burning of th11i:r hous~~ . Her f42:'Bu.mvnt is 

rt~th.t.·r beside the point «;ince Hu~kinllon ' o ac..or"erar-nt o:f the 

20th November, c:r.oated a now s ituation. B.he w a.6 thus £J.oee1ng 

a dead horse .. Mrs . · ~ri th ended the l ett r with a. :pJ.ea to 

';ir George l>iurrH.y to re-inveoti.Ba.te her c.lft.ime . 4 ~hree d~s 

l,Mtor Murray r ep2ie d saying tha t he could ~ec no juctification 

5 in r aviewing h r caue . 

l. . c. 0 . 48/l.48' l1re. J•!ri th to iJir G·eorae Hurray~ 27th Novemb~r 
2829 . 

2. Rnconda, Vo~. 34. p . ~26 . 
3. ibid. PP • 128-129. 
4. C. 0. 48 /l.48: Mro. ...::ri th to Sir Goorge l·iur.ray • 27th November 

l829 . 
5. C. 0. 49/ 22t R. W. Ha,y to Mra. l·:ri th, 30th Nov a mbe r l829 . 



2nd D~c!"::mb tJ.r ::h~-: a(}ain w:r.ott~ to the Colonial. O:f:fics out-

~ining her n.:r·t,.ruments D . .n.d included CO.)i0r: of J..wth.rs l'Thioh 

z.he ht~d r-~ cei ved :from HuHkiry: on in J..B27. ~ ~ihiJ..? th~ 

H.N. v;t.c ha.cl commanded th" ship on which !-1:I'B. Bri th 8n,iled 

f rom Cn.pe 1'ownt prtH?.ent8d to thP. GoJ..oniaJ.. Of:fice the 

Admiral. ty • s accotmt :for ht;)r pa.Rea.ce to London. ¥/hen he 

re_p:Lied on thd l.9th December, th~ CoJ.onial Secret1'J.ry not 

only stA.ted the:t his ntti tude towards her claims was un-

change d, bu.t alli:.lo the-,t he was 11 extremely s urprised that 

CCl.ptain HiJ..:L to t;h:J.s Department for thtrJ pa.ymen:t of th~ pn.e;:.;-

2 
would r .. ot b~ jucti£ied in authorising any s uch p~~m·:mt . " 

1-lothi.ne daunted, r-1rc. E:ri th in her J..~~ply commiserated 

be ,asguuted. wit};. the r eveti tion of ~'" cai3e which eavc>urs 

h :f . '. t. d _., . t f 1.. "3 so rnuo o· v~no.:t.c J. v e -~~ mc::..J..:t.enan e<7 :t.ngs ••• As her 

excuee E>he pleaded h <>J:t' poverty and the d~eti tution o£ hor 

~-3he defended h e r action in rt:<:f'e:rring Gt,l)tain HiJ.J. 

to the Colonial Office, She bowed f'ir~'.t o £ all H-t;o the 

corre otnesu oi? the obBex·v~~.tion that I h <:t.d no wri tt~n a uthor-

i ty for re:f'~:trrine Captain Hil.J. tu tht:. oecretaz·y o:f State , •• 

:for the discharge of' £60 :for my pa3e<tge money ••• but under 

existing oircum~ta.not;;s I n~;;vi. r for on1;} momont d~:.ubtod but 

l.. c.o. 4~;/J.4Ht t4.rs . :f~rith to ~~i.r lh .. orge f"lurrey, 2nd December 
2829. 

2.. c.o. 49/22: H.W. Hay to ~irs • .hlrith, :t9th Decembe r J.829 . 
3 . U. 0 . 4o/J.48: lliirs . Rri ,;h -t;o Sir <i-eorge Murray, ~Z2nd Dec­

t3mber 2829 . 



Vts-x.·y well, the b~end of shrewdness, naivety elld ;f'r .. mk:lesa 

\vhich charaoteriotis hor cox-respondence with the. Cu~onia..l. 

O£.i"ice . 

IJhen, on January 2nd 1830, Robert Hay re-it" rt>..ted the 

pointu aJ.r~\d.y made by th& Col.onia.l. .Jecr otn.ry, M:r.~:: • .1:<rith 

~xp~orad a. n~w line o£ commWlica tion. Inetea.d of' ~::~.dor~ss-

ing ~ir Georse ~urray through the ~arme~ent Under-Cecr~tary, 

h~o bart He.y who \'la.R unsflll:pa:thetic towards her, sh~ now 

a.pproa.ehed hurray through hie Private ~5eoretckr-,y, Wedderburn. 

Mre • .i~r.ith raised a new iscuo, name~y o:f expenses incurred 

through their ehipwreok on the voyage to the Cape in 182~. 

The Co~onia.l O:t't'.icc denied reaponsibi~i ty and stated tha;t it 

l could not ta.ke into "cons ideration payment 'for the shipwreck 11 • 

Mro. Hrith however, quoted £rom h ur now voluminou8 £ilea, the 

latt~r of 20th November 1827 in which the Colo~~ Office had 

prv~iaad to convey them back to the C~pe free of expense . But 

in th~;:: sr-:t.me :Le tter Huekiseon h!'i.d W•\rned thHt if' thoy took up 

h:le o:f±'er 11 it muot be with the undar atancting that you do so 

2 ontirel.y at y our own risk . 11 ~he shipwreck bei:u.g un:t'ores~en 

was thue something for which the Co:Loni~ O£f'ice cou:Lrl not be 

h e :Ld reevonsib~e. Al~ hbr ~f:forts were in vain . ~v,n when she 

plt:aded 11 that in this inclement season o£ -the ye~n.• ( so ~ike 

t h u highly fa.v~;ured o~imn.te of ~outht-;rn Africa)., th4il r.e:i'unded 
3 

money would "add material.l.y to necessary comforts," the 

official mind was adamant, even in the face of no l.eso th~ 

fiv e :Lettero. 4 

:L.. C. 0. 49/22: R. ~~ . Hn.y to Mrs . t:ri th, 2nd Ja.nua.ry :L830. 
2. H.t:~oords, Vol. 34, p . 129 end s u.or e. Cha.pt<=ir IV. p. 101-105. 
3 . c.o. 4B/:L48: l-1rn. ·: ·~ri'th. to Weddll:r.burn, 3rd J~.brun.l."'Y 1830. 
4. ibid. Mrs . Erith to Wedderburn, l2thJ J.5thJ l9th; 24th Ja.n-

U!lry ~~nd 3rd .li'ebruary J.830. 



On February 10th, 1830 , Mra . ~rith repeated a line 

o:f attack mttde twice pr·&Vi•.:meJ.y, namely demAnding yet 

anothor investigation into the whol.e oe.oe o£ Jatll~:! ;:ri th 

;.,. ince :;;ir George Murray ol.et1.rly lA.boured "under a. r;.oo t 

S~'";rioua rrlisconception tt as regards ~rho was re1--:ponfli blc to 

J. 
pn.y :for the pnel!'iage money ·to the Oe.1'e. ~he answer was 

prompt. Sir. George Murray said thnt he woul.d "ci •re ~ 

attention which oth.:tr public buaineas adn:i.ts o£, to P...ny 

stRtem~nt which you can think oan th~ow ~Y n ew liaht upon 

th+~ oa.ee of your. husband. 11 He warned, however, tha t he had 

"no rt:ta.eon to doubt thG juotice of formor decit~ions mt'l.de 

in this offioe respecting Mr. ~rith'a ola.ims ."
2 

The Col.onia.l Off'ice th~n defl:pite 

wen.ry o£ this case, had not y e t ehut 

baoomine inc?:;ingJ.y 

the door_;/ M.:r-; .. . ~ri th. 

Indeed the of:fer showa u p the Office in nn Bxtremel.y g ood 

light. It would hn~e been easy for Rir Goor~e ~urr2y m~ro~y 

to t t:rroinate the oorraspondonee. Thi6 he d.id not de' . Ine toad 

he quite riahtly p~aeed the onus on MrR. Er.ith to bring £or-

w rd any ma:ttur \'fhich she thouaht wou.l.d hrine "new ~igh:t,'* 

to bear on h e r oJ..a.ims. 3 ~t'he Col.on:f.a.l. Office f n r ±'rom be5.ne 

d.icta:torial. u~owed Mr8 . J<~rith, who af.'t Hr a.lJ.. Wf"!.E) e. very 

l.ol'/J..y peruon, every opportun:i ty to prfl ent h r-r c~.co. 

Mra. Erith accepted Murray' e invitation nnd wrote a 

~etter d.P..ted 27th ~"('brun.:r.y, a ccompanied by the n oceCJsary 

dooumente to the CoJ.onioJ. Office. In the lett~•r she once 

mo:r.e otttJ..ined her oleime. · She expla.inod thf'~t " e"s th;;ra no 

doubt W'i.~l b e ,parts in eo oompl llx ~~ mana which may r f1ouire 

el.ucide.t:ion, I efl.rneat~y entrea t I .ma.y be p ·;r :mi tted the honour 

~. c. o. 48/l.4B: 1JlrH • ..!.~:r.ith t o W~dd&rburns lOth P,'-:bru •.ry ~830 . 
2. C.\.:. 49/22; H . W. HB\Y to I~r. • .iri th, l.3th l·'~bru:1.:r.y J..830. 
:5.. .i. hi •1 · 

;.l.uthor ' ~> •m<ie):·-~J.nina . 



~ .. h.~ w;;nt on to di ~.cuea 

20th Ncvc:nbcr l827 . The Eri ths r)ut a dif.':f.'er .. ,nt int ~,.,..prt~ta-

tion both upon the CoJ~onia~ O'f±'.i.ce cor:r•)r.~r>ondenc f" t\..'1/i the 

2Uth, 1.827 ho.d been Q.Ui t e cJ..ea.r: a.nd the Oolonir.iJ~ G.t'±':.i. ce 

h·\d. at no t~_roe a ccepted th0 v c'l.rious oGnotruct.ionl. '\-rhich the 

...... ri the a+,t~ro._pted to put u:pon it, On thifz ooc1.sion !-1rs , ~~ri th 

e.dd;d. y ,.:;t an.oth •r rubric to h or r eading o f it . ~->he not onl.y 

He :r thesis we.s th:J.t the v ery o£:fer o£ 

r:;clresl: or <~ompensation howeve r hedged about b;; official. 

co:rrm3pOndence, im:p~icd thA.t the !~ri ths h acl. a. via bl.( case 

Hoh-crt Hay rf~.D:lied on tha 5th !4aroh stn""';ing th-l'l.t 11 ~he 

sc~crutc.:r.•.;,r o:f' ;:t a te hHi> ca use d an ~~ccurate oxamin!:.'.tion to be 

mn.de of the pa.;p~ra which yot.:t h a v a tr~.nBmi tted t o thic dv,[.)a.rt-

nwnt • , , <mn tht} re:::u:L t i B t h at Ui r C~oreu Hu _;:·r ay is unc.b1e 

t<) discov t:!r tho.t any fresh matter h '-'.E:S 'been produced which 

a:ft1~r considuration \/<:tuld reqnire o.n a.nf.iw~r diff~rent to 

\.,hnt h ac e.J.r~n.dy bean conlll'lunicated to you. 113 This did not 

stymie Jnne ,.r:i. th. Uix cla ys l.u.ter a h e r otu:rned to tht: cha:r.g®, 

thHt Sir <h:lox•ee t-lu :r.r a y h a d n ot ::;iv on the P• re.o.n al att~:;ntion 

invJ..ie d in his J..~t t ;-;r since he h ad onJ.y "oa.used an exarnina­

tion to bo made , 114 t-Tore ovt.lrt she, ho~d the,t the pe.p ero did 

inc.i.ude fresh matt er. "I muwt; no'; take ~iberty to -brine 

circumst ance which th<;r:..c.. papurs unfold, b·v.t which moF;t 

1., c. c. 48i14~: Mr~:;, :~rith to ~ir G-e,oree 1:4-urr~, 27th .l!~ebruary 
1.830 . 

2. 
"7 
..1• 

4 . 

ibid. c:o:- 49/ 22: 
t:.u . 43/l48 : 

H.,W, Hp~r to Mrr:; . Brith, 5th M,·\,rch ~830 . 

Itwe . ;~ri t.h to Sir Goorge lYlurra.y, l.l. th i·l~trch 2.830. 



a.ssure~y you, Sir, h nve not been made a.cqu.e.intod ,.,i. th by 

the e.agunine;r o£ the m, v .iz . th••.t the Collll'4i.searia t Dep~tmant 

is a.t this momont upwa rds of 3(J J?ounds in arre•'I.X"S with 

Mr. Brith on the pArt of his llepoeit Mon oy , which he paid 

into Hie Maj esty' s Treasury in ~820 . "2 

Mrs . 2rith ' a interpretation o£ wh~t she cons idered a 

":fraoh matter" and torhc~t the Co~oniaJ. O:f£ice considered a. 

"fresh matter" was ver.? d i££erent . Sir ~orge Murr~ now 

entirel.y co:lcurred nin the deoi.e ion o£ hla p r edec essor as to 

tho inva.l.idi ty o:f the c~aim. • •• 0 2 
Indee d it woul.d have bee n 

a stounding h d it been otherwis~, s inc e it had ~reviouel.y 

been cl.ear1y shown that Erith h ad bee n re-p i d the balanoe of 

the devosit money owing him. 3 Mr~ . Erith waa not die-

h~~nrtened . In h •;Jr 11.e.x:t ~e·tter she bl..w1tl.y informed Sir George 

tha t t he d oc :is ion o:f h i s v rectecesc•or was bart and inva lid. 4 

She took the opport\mity to didcuea anew aLL h er other 

grievances·. The Colonial. Of:fioe 'faS now satiated·. The ~etter 

was dock e ted; "no answer required & J th:I.a application oon­

ta~e n o n ew faote . " 5 

Once again, Mrt3. J~rl th changed her front but not h er 

ground . When aft er an inte rval. o£ ei.x days she had received 

6 no answer, she :formaLly r equ est ed a reply . She now a1ao 

r e q_u e:->tert to b e aJ.l.owed to meet the Assi s t ant Commiasc.rio.t 

Gen~ral, H~witaon in the pres ence o~ Sir Georg& Murrey s o 

tha t she c o uld l.ay he,r cat:~e before him. When thn t f'ail.ed she 

eou@lt direct aoceaa -to !~ir George Mu r r ay on the grounds that 

l. . 0 . 0 . 48/~48: Mrs . Erith to Si .r George l·lu.:t•ra.y , llth Mnroh 1830 . 
J am0e Erith h ad pA.:id £J.05 (840 Ri:x:do~lara) :in depo oit to the 
Tre ·wury. He used 7 44 Rixdoll~u-.s and wa s paid tho balance 
96 H.i.xdol.l.are on 26th Jul.y 1825. sup . Ch•,pt~r III. Y' · 72 . 

2. C . O. 49/22: R . \1 . Hay to Mrs . Rrith, J.3th Mnrch 1.830. 
3.. .,mm. Chapt er III. p . 7'2 . 
4. C.o . 48/ 148: Jil:r1' • Er.it h to Si.r Ueorge 1-lurre¥, ~9th M_•roh J.830. 
5. ~-
6 . ~. 25th Mnrch l8j0. 



an intorv.iew wotU.d cl.ari.t'y iesuea, an(l t hat evidence 

from the Commiae.ionere r eport showed that statements 

made by Civi~ Servants shouJ.d be treated. with euapioion. J. 

Sir George Murray r eplied that he did not see the need 

f'or an i.nterviaw, since Mre . Brith couJ.d a.J.weya communicate 

with him by ~etter. 2 T~s did not entie~y Mrs. Brith, who 

pointed out that "had your m~tifarious engagements Sir , 

~~owed You to &xamine the documents you were pleased to 

c all for , the "necesf'; i.ty" o£ a subst!quent di.ooueeion mieht 

h · .va been avoided, but a.s I h a ve to contend with w:i:Lf'u~ 

misinterpreta tion on the pnrt o~ thoae t o whom Secretary 

S~r G~orge Murr~ waa pl.aased to instruct the examination of 

the documents , no means appears (to my. une nlightened under-

standing) s o eonckusive as a diecue~ion honoU2~cd b y tho 

presence o~ clecret~ Bir Georg~ Murr.QY."3 

The p ertj.naci t y o£ Mrs. R:ri th. is tru.l.y rama.rkab~e. 

The same demand wns re-it~rated both on the 12th o£ Apri1 
4 

and on the 2.1lilt Apri~. The :former 1cttc:r.• was a.cknow~edgcd : 

the latter was ignored d euyite a further protest from h e r 

on May l2th. 5 On May 25th ~~e . Rrith discovered a new 

pre text £or approa ching t he Co~onia1 Offioe. She wrote t o 

the · CoJ.onio.l. O:tfioe stating that s h o had· "reoei v ed a 

communica tion from the Commi ssariat Office of the a r r.iva1 

o£ Mr . Coomisea.ry Hewi tson . in )~ng~a.nd . I there£ore :t"()spect-

:ru~J.y entreat tha t the d i s cussion m~ no'~ be permi ttod whi.oh 

I have r~o repeatedl.y solloi t ed wh~n ignorant of hie a.beenoe. "
6 

J.. C. 0. 48/148 : Mrs. Eri th to Sir George !tiurr~, 2nd Ap riJ. 1830. 
2. C. O. 49/22: R.W. Hay to Mrs. Hrith, 8th Apri1 1830. 
3 . 0.0. 48/~48: Mrs . Erith to f:Jir George Mu.rray, l2th Apr il. l.830. 
4. ~. ~2th cmd 21.e t April 1.8~0. 
5. iJ:21si. 12th May .1830. 
6. ~· 25th May 1830. 



J.27. 

The Col.onial. O:ffi.oe di.d nut i.m:n0d.iateJ.y repJ.y 'to Mr .. ;. Eri th, 

but on June 9th, Sir Geo:r.•ge ll~urra,y re1>l.ied and str::tod tha.t 

ho en.w nno necessity for e..ns :furth<=:::t' di r;;cua~on of your 

husband ' s caee, but tha t he wi1l. ~ay ~ver.v attvntion to 

any written expJ.Anation which Mr. Hewitaon may think proper 

to :fu.rlti.sh of your hue band ' e transactions with the Commiaaa.r­

J. i nt at the Cepe . " Mr~ . Erith' s J.a~t remfdning hope was 

how~vor daohed , on the sam6 d~. Mr. Hewit~on informed her 

that he hRd no means o£ he~ping har and advis~d her to write 

to the Oo~ssariat Department in Cape ~own~ 

I£ Mrs . Erith wae not y 0t aware that the CoJ.onial 0£:f'ioe 

was adamant, the events o£ the :f'o~J.owin~ month brought this 

home to h~r. Between Jun~ 26th and JuLy l.4th oh0 wrote three 

l.etters to th~ CoJ.onial Office, none of which were answered.3 

This was in accordance with tha ~~ecratary • s instructions, ae 

outJ.ined in his J.0ttar o£ 9th June 1~30. 4 Mrt:;. llri th turned 

from eubt1ety to castiga tion. On J~ ~4th she wrote. 

11 :Ji.r, l?Gnr1i t me r esvent:f'ul.ly to remind you. 'tha:t I h ::'l.v •:!l :nede 

f •1ur auocesa ive a.ppllcationtl for r (}pl.ias and no answers h&ve 

been returned - a marked and unmerited inattention which 

pol.icy may dictate , but Justice canx1ot sanction nor you, Sir, 

a.vprove of' • • • It ca.nr~ot b e roo .t-a rapua;nant to your wi.s h f::lsto 

ent(:!r U.POn th.is point than it is uncongenial.t distreEJsine 

and h a rassing to m;r f'e~l.i.ng ·co be unceas ingly obliged to 

force a con·troveraial. subject u,pon your notice ." She con-

cl.uded the l e tte r by pointedly r(;mgrkint.t ."Sol.icitins Sir, 

Ygur earl.y reply. " 5 

~hat v ery d~, the Colonial. Of£ice dispa tched ~ts 

1. C. O. 49/221 R. W. Hay to Mrs . J~ith, 9th Ju2y 1830. 
2. C.O. 48/1.48: J. Hewitson to Mrs . Er i th, 9th JuJ.y 1830. 
3. ~. Mr*"J . ~ri "th to .ar George Murrey, ::50th June • 8th and 

l.4th JuJ.y J.8~0 . 
4. c.o. 49/22: R.W. Hay to Mrs . J~rith, 9th June 1.830 and egp~a. 
s. 0.0. 48/~48: Mrs. Erith to ~~r George Murr~, ~4th Jul.y ~830. 



~arthian shot. In rep~y to h er ~etter of June 30th, the 

Colonial O~fice at~ted that it did not r a cognise her o1&{m 

on the Comtnir:;~~;;.t.j:-.ia.t D~;:partment 1 to which Department however, 

she wo.e wol.come to a.ddreaa h{tree~£' . 1 This Mrc . Er:i.th did 

not do, but oontinuad to bomb ard the Co2onia1 Office with 

2 
J.etters dated J1U.y l.4th, Jul.y 17th And Jul.y 25th. A.1.l. 

·three were answered in a s ingJ_e curt note re-i t <:ra.tine the 

o:fficifl.l. view tha.t the matter wr•s closed. 3 Jo.ne :~ri th had 

the l.~at word. He r letter o:f 29th July rang with riehteoue 

i.ndie;nation. She ,.,rote that her u Appl.iee.tions to you 

( ~>:ir George MurrB3) h!•,ve inv;u:•iabl.y been r•="Br>ect:f'ul. . The 

letter received by me this mor.n~g o:f which I tr~nsmit you 

a copy as a deliberate insult to e~ already oppressed 

indiv:idueU. u .. .. Sho concluded by statinG tha t in the 

abe~nce o:f r epl.iea :trom the Col.oniu O.fi'ioe she b egged 

"to decl.ine ~ furt her correepondence with t he Col.onial 

Department. tt4 It was a decis ion which, no d_.:;,ubt, was met 

\dt h sreat r~~io:t.' by th.e members o:f tha.t Department. 

Aftur nino montha of r enewed argument with the Co~on:i~ 

0££ioe, Mra. Hr~th outwa1~ accepted de£eat. But she re-

ma~ed firmly convinced of the jus tness of her case. It 

was t his in conjunction with her ~tubborneas, which had pro-

longed the iseue with the Co1on:ial. Office. It waa this 

combination aLSO which was to drive Mrs . Erith to seek other 

means by which to Dureue her ca~e. 

The Jul.y revolution in France threa.tened the preo~rious 

ba.l.a.nce of forces both in France and in r~'urope . There was 

1. c.o. 49/22: R.w. Hay to Mra. l~rith, 14th J'ul.y 1830. 
2. c.o. 48/1.481 Mrs. Srith to Sir G·aorge !-1urr~ :14th; 17th; 

49/221 
25th July 1830. 

3. c.o. R. W. He¥ to l~t:. . £ri. th, 26th Ju1y 1830. 
4. o.o. 48/148: Mrs. ~rith to Sir George Mur.r~. 29th J.uJ.y lB30. 



exei tem~nt and expootanoy- ev.-;rywhore in Britain and 

We~llngton waa by no mv..nn certain whetho>r h e ooul.d ho~d ~ 
l'a.r~inment whon !l t ehoul.d meet. ~hi~ was tho t exture of 

af£~~rs when Mre . ~rith, w~fe of a Kentiah fre.~an, decided 

t o exercise her right as a subject to petition the King.~ 

In October 1.8~0 !l!ra. Erith addressed a J?etition to 

.. Tho Kina's Mo a t li::xoel.l.ent Maj esty" in which she outJ..ined 

h e r whol.e c ase R.lld her ol.a.ims. It was a long and very 

dettd~ed peti t.ion. ~he conoentr~ ... t ed on three o.speots of 

her c a.He . In the first ins·tanoe aha deaJ.t 1tlith the events 

which led up to tha d ecision made by Huakieeon. To l end 

weight to h e r argument ~1e quoted from the l.etters written 

a t tha t time. ~he tri. e::d to show thfl.t Huaki.sson had granted 

them not only ~t~d but ~so 11 £urth•.l:t" assistance", e o the..t 

they might establish themsel.vea on that l.and. Mrs. Erith 

then went on to dis cuss her dia~ute with Sir Lowry Col.e. 

Here again she quoted £rom 1etters written at the time to 

substantiate h $r argumen·t. As in t h e abov e c'li epute the core 

o£ tho nrgument l ey in the dif£erent ~nterpret~ti.ons he~d by 

Mrs. Erith and the Coloni.aJ. ()£:fioe of Huekiseon's l.etter of 

20th November 1.827. F~a11y ahe concluded the Petition with 

a d i s cusnion of h e r cl.e.im a.ga.in Bt the Co:mm.isaa.riat Department . 2 

Xhe p rocedures t hrough which the pet~t.ion paeeed throws an 

~toresting 1ight upon th~ workines o£ the government at tha t 

ti:me. ~he !)eti t:ion wa s forwr.rded diraot1y to the King. Hie 

Ma.jef.; ty , instructed his prlvnto secre t ary, Sir Herbert Taylor 

to r e f e r the matte r to the Co~oni~ Office, and :instructed 

Sir George Murray to invostigate the case . 3 The procedure 

adopted appeare to h ave been for tho King to re-direct 

1. Wi12iams, E . N. Th e Eighteenth Century Cotl§titgtion, p. 28. 
2. c.o. 48/148: Petition of' Z.lr:..; • .J."rith to Hie Ha.jesty the King, 

PP• 33.7-337. 
3. ~. r.trc . l~rith to R . W. Hq, 30th October 1830. 
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the petition to the re~evant department for their Rttention. 

Since "rlt:~lington • e ministry wa s oti1.l. in o£1'ico the recul. t 

cou1d h a ve been foreseen. Sir George ~~U:!':!'ny notii·iad. 

r~a. JtJri t h that h e r pet i ti.on h ad been h~ded to him, hut 

as he cou1d not find anything new in it, h~ could not revi aa 

hie :previous decision.~ :t-lr s . l~ri th' s effort t h •-:ln, ingeny6'ue 

thoueh it was, d id not meet with ~uccees. 

Mr o . Eri th was still not prepared to u dr:li t defeat. Her 

r<.~oource:f'ul.nesu hn.d not been expended. B3r April. 1.83J. she 

h ad mane.ged to convinc e a H~ruber of Pn.rliament both of the 

justness o£ h e r case t"'..nd the i'E:t.Ct that h e oh<>uld take up 

the case on h ar behalf. On 27th April. l.W:51., 1.'frs. Eri th, 

then domiciled in P~ckhAJn, wrote to Mr. J.I. Briecoe, H. P . 

i 'or thu County of i~urrey, J~ast t;!rn Divis ion. 21'I beg to 

a.pol.l.,Bise for intruding upon your momentous eng,·~gements at 

this ~portant cris i l but from the kind intoree t you h~ve 

mani~asted on my behR~£, I true t y our goodnoe s wi~~ pardon 

my taking the .l.i barty o:f eubt'l:i ttinu to you a. few ideas 

which h ave vr eeFJed upon my mind $inca I had the hon .. ~ur of 

a.n inte rview with you upon the subject of my unfortunc.te 

CRse." 3 April. 1831 was indeed an exce~tionp~y busy 

p eriod £or Mr. Briscoe. In th~J.t mont h thv ~st Hef'orm Bill 

h ad been defea ted in Parl.inment . 4 Pa.rl.ia.ment h acl benn dis-

sol. v e d and a GenerrU. Electi on oaJ..l.ed ~or tf.ay . Briscoe was 

thus :in the midst of' prepa.rine for this eloction when Mrt· .Bri th • a 

l.ettar arrived. Nevertheless on !>lay 23th taking 11 th~ f irat 

OPl>Ortuni ty on hi.s return · to London • •• 11 f.fr • .Br i sco e wrote to 

the Col.on.i~oll. O:f:fioe asking "Lord Gode rieh to g ive a candid 

J.. c.o. 49/ 2.4: R . W. Hay to Ml:.'e . Jnri th, 2Bth Octob or 1.830 . 
2 . Ha.na a.rd. ord Series, Vol. LI. J8:30-J831. 
3. 0 . 0 . 48/~48: Mrs. Erith to J. Bri~coe, 27th April. 1.831. 
4 . Woo<.twa.rd, E .:L. The Ase <'l:f Re~orm, :p . 82. 
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consideration to Mrs . Erith'e caee . " 1 Mr. Briscoe a1ao 

enc~osed l~s . Erith' e ~ettor o£ the 27th Apri~ . 

Lord Goder.ich, h~d succeeded 3ir George M~ray as 

Becrdtary of State £or w·ar and Co~onies in Nov embur ~830 

when Xnr~ Grey £ormed his Cabinet. C~derich was an ox-

perienced and ab~e Minister o£ State and one who in ~827, 

had to de.a). br.iefl.y ~ri th thf~ J.::ri th oa.se . 
2 

He cou.1.d aJ.ao 

c~~ upon Robert H~, who waa eti~ the ?~rmanent Under-

lleorett•.ry, to e.dvi,.,e him. It i a: not surpri~ing then that 

in th(~ two lettero do. ted the l. 7th and l.8th l.t!ay , Lord Goder.ich 

l'Ia.e unsymyathati.c to Itt-. Bri~!l ooe's a.ppea.l. . Iu the firs t 

pl.ace he, quite cor:rect~, po~ted out that ~~e . Erith had 

al.rcady he en ei ;ren compens~1. t :ton. In the second _pl.a.ce he 

stated that he was "at a l.oss to understand upon what grounds 

s he ( l-ira. .r~ri th) has now brought :forw:'l.rd a ol.a.im upon the 

Government fo~ £500 which seems who~~ to be for expenses of 

her visit to this eounti'ly which wa.::; a. vo~unta.ry act of her 

.. 3 own • • • 

Two days later ~riscoe rap~ied in a £orcef~l.~ araued 

l.etter. Ho out~ined three srievancea which he ooneidere<i had 

not been sati~£aotori2y sett~ed. Firat~ the Rrith'e had 

received no compensation :for their house lthich ·had bevn burnt 

down. Secondly Mr. Huekisson ' s ~~edee had not been f~£i~ed. 

Thirdly tho- third instal.ment o:t ~ri th' s depo.si t money had not 

been J.)ei.d . 4 Mr . Briscoe .~ontinued that he did not need to 

ttre:fer to the illegal. detention of Mr. ~rith and hie fam.il.y 

for thre·e years by the late Lord Charl.ca Somerset, nor to 

oth.~•·r a cts o£ injury and OPl:>reseion etn.ted to have been 

inflicted at the Cape. But I have no h esita tion in repeating 

~. 0 . 0 . 48/l.48: Jo Briscoe to Colonial Of£ico,.1Jth M~ 1831. 
2. sun . Chapter IV. pp. \12-99 . · 
3. c.o . 48/:1.48~ Colonia.:L Of:t'ice to J. Hriscoe, :L7th and l.8th 

l't.ay l83l.. 
4 . ~. J. Briscoe to Colonial 0£~ice. 20th May 183~. 



the ccmviotion I h ave bef'oro expressed to your Lordship, 

that f-irH . Brith. ' n oaee appe.,ra t o be justJ.y entitJ.ed to 

compensation from the CoJ..oniaJ. Department . 111 He r equeoted 

Lord Goderich 11to acquaint (him) i£ (he wns) to a bandon 

on the part of }!Jrs. Eri th a1.2 hope of any reJ.ie:f £rom your 

Lordsh:l.p. tt2 If this waB not forthoomina, Brinooe eA.icl 

"No course (wottid) then remain to {him) but to l.t'Y the 

who~e st~tement of this poor womPn and h er f~ly b efore 

P~r1inment, and the country."3 

Whether spurred on by Mr. Brieooe• s thrust or l'lot, 

Lord G-oderi.oh nevortha2ess eave the l.etter considt. r nb2e 

attention. In a l.ong, oJ.oseJ.y argued 2 ctter Lord Goderieh 

ex.P1a.ined the attitude o:f the Col.onia.J. Of:fioe townrds the 

cmnpJ..a.intts o£ the Eriths, as laid out/in Mr. Bri r:.ooo•a 

J.etter.4 Aa r egnrde the first compl~int viz. ~the burning 

down o:r Mr. Erith'a Hous e ••• ," Lord Goderioh pre.:;umed that 

l4:l~ . Bri~~coe was unaware »·th~:tt this house or tonemont in quee-

tion had bee n bui~ t by lh- . Eri th upon land be~ong.ing to 

a nother person: and I observe by the of£icial report which 

is now be:t'ore me that the h o u se tme not destroyed until. after 

repeated warninga."5 Goderioh continued tha t 1•wi t.h regard 

to aotf<l o:f injury and oppreet:d.on which are n oi tht"::r ennuncia ted 

nor defined you cannot of oourne rxpeot me to <.nt~r into ~ 

discuf:H-..ion ••• " n~ then went on to point out th3t £ri.th 

wae he~ct leea.ll.y in t urma of the CoJ.onial. I;aw. Eri th' s com-

pJ.A.int thnt he had not been P€dd tho 3rd Ins·taJ.ment o:f' his 

dapoai t, Lord Goderich eta. ted wt:ts "aJ. together unfounded. tt 

lle correctly indicated tha t e.coording to ''a copy o:f Mr. Erith'a 

~. c.o. 48/1.4~:\: J. Briscoe to Co~onial. O.ff'i.ce, 20th May J.83J. . 
2 . ~. 
3 . ~biR-· 
4. ib.;j.o .• Colonial. Office to J. ~riscoe, 4th Jrm.~ U(3.l. . 
5 . ~-



nocount with the Commissariat Department at the Cn.pe ••• 

it distinctly ap:pea.rs that the deposit money 1odaod by thn.t 

perF:on in .Engl.c:~.ud, wa.a :t'Ul.l.y r9pa.id to him in co.r-h and in 

sup:pl.iea.u Indaed .Erith he.d even signed a r eceipt for a 

ema~ aum of monc~ "in f~1 aett~ement of the account.n1 

Finally Lord Goderich dealt with ~rith'a comp1t!int thnt 

Huskieson's p1edgo had not been fulfi11ed. It w~s again 

apparent that )lrs. l'ri th persi s t ed, in the face of repeated 

corrections by the Co1onia1 Of£ice, in ~tcrpreting Huekieoon'a 

letter of the 20th Nov~mber 2827 differently from the Colonial 

Of£ice. Goderich c1ear1y showed what the Col.onia1 Of~ice had 

meant by th~t l etter. Huekis~,on "'waa not indisposed to assist 

him ( lCri th.; to a. certain ~:;;xtent • in the prosecution o£ tha.t 

undertaking'. n It appe111red to Godorich 11 th~! t the assi s tance 

so held out to Mr. Erith was very am~l.e. He was r-rom:iaed a 

paseage to the Cape: and he nnd his fami2y were conveyed 

there eccordingly. He was promised compens· ,.tion for the 

v~ue of his ~ost oatt~e: and he has raoeivad it a.l.2, as an 

indulgence not as a right. 41 He also pointed out tha t Erith 

was to expect only a moderate Brant of ~and and to expect no 

further a.ssie te.nce. Goderich ooncl.ud$d the ~etter by observing 

that he 1ef't it to Mr. Brincoe •tto a.dopt such :further course 

in this case as you may think advisab~e.n 2 

It was :fully six months before Mr. Briscoe rep~ied. He 

expressed his r egret about the de~ay but exp~<Uned r:tha t 

~ubllc business h . •s not EUlowed me to d evote en ear~ier con-

sidera.tion to the v · rj.ous and comp~icated documentfJ connected 

with thie case ." On returning to his nr~l.in.mnnta.ry Dutiaa 

in London" Briscoe l.oet ttno time in again requesting ot y•:)ur 

Lordship • s a ttEontion to the memorial. of Mrs. f:ri th. " 3 I·t 

J.. c .o. 48/~4H: Co1oninl. O:f.:f'ioe to J. Hri c.coe·, 4th June J.83J.. 
2. ~· 
3 . ~. J. Bris coe to Lord Goder:ich, 17th J anu ry l.832. 



pnrlinoenta~ duties k ept him so busy. l'or it '\lm s just at 

thi~ tin:e that tht;, Reform Bill ori f,ia wa.t:> raging . :2he second 

draft of the He:form Bill had been debated in the Collh"'ions 

continua~ for threo months. 

1. liill :fin.a.J..l.y pA.ssed by th:<;~:t House . On Octobe r 8th, however, 

the Bill. \'las defea ted in thP Hou..CJc of Lords. l'a rl.iarnant wa.e 

prorogued to enable the I~nistry to considor furth~r am~nd-

mf,nts to the .Bill . In Decemb.~r 1.831 tho Rt..f\n•m Bil.J. wae 

introduced into J?: ·,rJ.i~cnt for n.. third time. 2 The importAnce 

o:f ·the Re£oro Bill wan such th.:' t :it wc>,e e a'"'.enti t.U £or Members 

o£ .Pt:u-J.iament to attend the sess ions a e often s.s p o ee-dbl.e . 

This wac over and above th ir ordinary r>e.rl.i~ontary duties . 

Under thooo circumctonoes it WA.B Wlders tonda.bl.t: th?..t 

Mr . Briscoe found it difficul.t to find timo to pureue 

Mr. Erith'e caoe. 

The letter o£ 17th January l.832 shows cle~r1y that 

Mr. Briecoo had been to some cons~derable tr.oub1o to present 

Erith ' s case once ~ore to the Co~onia1 Ot£ioe. 3 Briscoe 

retraced the now f'amilla.r around ot: . r i th' s cl.aimc 1 He 

deal.t :fi .r.·stl.y ~rith tho burning down o:f JJrith'r; house. He 

~:.howed that .Bri th • s house wus buil. t on hie o t-m 1and 1 In 

support of his argum~nt he appended sevoL 1etters wh i ch a11 

prov ed this point. He otreosed ~so th~t seventy-three 

settler~ had a1oo vouched for this v ery po~t. Secondl.yp 

Briscoe dea1t with the refusal by the autho~ties o £ a 

Col.onia.l. Pass to Erith. Hi::; art;."'Ulllent , baaed on 'th~ del.a¥ 

o:f the Col.on:ial. G-overnment' c cnawero to :~ri th • s 1. ~ t tere0 

was irrelevant . There wa.s no doubt ·that Lri th' s Co1onia.l. Pass 

1.. WoodW<-L"'t"d, J!.: . L . Th e Aa:e of' Re;f'om, p . 8 3. 
2 . ibi0• P• 84. 
3 . 0.0. 48/ 148: J. ~riseoa to Lord Goderich, 17th Jenuar,v 1.832. 



~ws wi.thha1d l..ttgal.l.y by the Co:Lonial. a.uthori.tiae. Thirdl.y 

Briecoe dealt with l~ri th' s cla ims aeainst the Comw:ia t:>aria.t 

Department. Briecoe ahifted his l.ine o£ attack, away from 

the non-payment of the 3rd inetaLmont of ~rith'e deposit , 

towa rds the injue tioe of Captain Tr~ppes having forced Erith 

to provide ra.t5.ons for member~:':! of his .va.rty , when thoy were 

t~mpl.oyed b y the Gov(;:lrnmc~nt. Final.l.y, Briscoe deal. t with 

Huakisaon• s "P1edgeN. Despite the r~poated1y explicit 

explanations given by the Col.onial O£fice, Mr. J. Briscoe 

s tubbornly supported the construction placed upon it by 

f.Yrs . ~ri th. l.. 

.l:lef'ore the Co~onial. Oi'£ioe :f'ormu1ated a reply, Lord 

&odc~ri.ch wisely called upon Colonel W. Cole brooke to a.dviBe 

him on Eri.th ' s oa.oe. He was a.f.>k od to comment on Erith ' s 

ol.a.ims relating to the burninB of his house and to the 

Commi. eariat Department. 2 Colonel Oolebrooke, who h ad, 

aunoet a decade earlier, beon sent to th~ Cape with 

Mr. J. T . Bigga, a.e a Col'QJI')iaei.onl;r of' .t~nquiry, rep1:led on 

the 24th Ja.nuary. He stated that a.s a Commissioner h o ha.d 

"no authority to l.ook into ];u:;r s onal. matte rt::;, " nevex·the~ees 

he h a d vi~i.ted c~rtain indivi.dun1 eett~~rs one of' whom had 

be~n Jaro0s Erith. Col.on~l Co~ebrooke show~d that, when 

Edwa.rd J)amant J.cft hie part of the J.oca t:ion ca.l.led Waa.ye :Pl.aats , 

John Dixon "a.vai~ed himee~f of tha occasion to extend his 

boundary as alleged with tho sanction of C~ptain ~rnppes the 

D()puty Lnnddrost. "~ As h~1.L been aeen thie-• ::;anc tion had not 

beon given to Di xon. 4 CoJ.one~ Col.ebrooke wont on to show 

1 . c.o. 48/148: J. Bri ucoe to Lord Goder:ioh, 17th JA.nuary 1.832 . 
2 . ~. Lord God:~rich to Co~. Col.ebrooke, 20th J t\Zlu.-,_ry ~832. 
:-; . ibid. CoJ.. (J()l.ebrooke to }{ • . ~ . Hay, 24th January J.632. 
4. ~· Chapt,~r III . p . ~1 . 
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the.t Bri th di.d have real. griev?..ncee. H~:l ou.irl thr~t "the 

recov1.J. of l\lr. :;ri th fror- hio origin~ ~ocation wn,o A. 

ari •. v·•.nce, to which he l>~aR eubj ected in cozrtrr.on with ro, l\V'Other 

to h·~ve beon just th· ~t the boundP.ry of tho ~ocation to which 

he wat, removed was curt~J,.il.ed. n Co~. Co~ebrooke concluded 

the l.ettor by deal.ine YTi th .• ri th.' H c~c.ii'lls ~gainot the 

CommiseP.rio..t Dr~pa.rtm~1nt. lifl obaervcci. thr~t in r~ac~:rds "the 

c.ircumnta.nces ,.rhich led to the dir.mol.uti.on ~:f oome of the 

parti )£' o:f .Gmigr nt ~1ettl.ers, Mro :.~ri th ahoul.d not ho.ve been 

ch"l.rged :for th .. :l rntions of hi.:.; servantc, vthen they ~tore 

employed on pu.bl.ic wor.ke by the .De.::mty La.nddrout . Tht.. f'a.ct 

th~t they were cow~ admitted by Captain Trappcs . "1 

This careful. nnd £o.:.t-thricht anal.ysie forced the Colonial 

O:frice to re-crmei.der i{:r.i th ' a cl.a.ims. !Ja.rly in :February 

Lord Goderich ngnin wrote to Col. Col.ebrooke aeking him 

whether it would be £eesib1e £or ~rith ' s eaoo to be re­

tri6d in the Cape.2 On ~th February Co~obrooke r&pl.ied 

that this plan wouJ.ct be imprsctica~, not the l.eact objoction 

bei.ng the fact that Oa.ptn.in Trnppea \tas dead. Inctea.d, he 

sugg~ated that th~ c nse should be h~ded over for ~bitration.3 

It was a plan which aDpealed to Lord Goderich. 

On 24th J!ebruA.ry 1.832 Lord Goderich repl.icd to r-'.ll.'. Briscoe' a 

1etter o£ the 17th January. He otated £iret1y that ho vras 

satisfied the,t .F.:ri th' s cJ.aims :re his Colonial. Pnss ltnd 

lluskis.=;on t n 11Pl.edgei* wore inval.id. He "ent en to ntnte 

thfl.t he W.:J.e , however, "reedy t o allow that th .. :ru :i.s one :Part 

1. c.o. 48/148: Col. Col.ebrooke to R . ii. Hny, 24th January 18::52 . 
2 . j,bid. llth February 1832. 
3 . ~. 
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o£ t h is ca.ee into which it a:ppenrB to me desira.b~c that 

£urthcr enquiry ohoul.d be instituted, in jus:~:i.ce to l·lr • ....:!ri.t h 

himse~£ aa wel.l. as the other person concerned. I al.l.ude t o 

thE: ci.rcumsta.ncea under which his house on Waeye l>l.r .. a.ts l.ands 

watl destroyed. " Lord God~ri.ch pointed out, quite correctJ.y, 

that doubt ~xisted as to the boundary between the locations 

of Di xon and ~rith. He expressed himself wi~ing to rofar 

nthe point touching the destruction of the house for arbitra-

tion in the Colony: and i:f ther~ uhoul.d appear upon enquiry to 

be a.uy f'air reason £or ••• u showing that his case is right, he 

will be given cm:up~nsa.tion. J_ 

.Department Lord Goderich was wil.ling to review the queation of 

the supp.:Lies which ~ra.ppes h; d handed out undel. .. Bri th • a name . 

The ch~nge in the Colonial Office's attitude was further 

emphasised. Lord Goderi.ch, now offered ~!:r:ith land in the 

Ceded Terri tory si:o:1.ce it WP.S onl.y in this e.rea, 11whcre t here 

are lands to be disposed of ... 
2 

M::t•. Briscoe proved to be a tenacious champion. l•1ore 

i mportant, he was raore expert ar-:~ correspondent than l'llr3 . lllrith. 

In hie reply. da.ted M<-..rch 26th 1B32, Briscoe expresl;~d hie 

"reluctance in continuing to occupy your (Lord Goderich ' s) 

time with a ca~e which proaeee mo~t inconveniently on roy own. " 

However he could not nabandon my e~nse of duty to a distressed 

t?.nd d(~:fencel.esa :f'ema.:le, 111ho has entrusted he-r cas~ in my hanrl.s . " 

He would "not unnt::cessarilJr trespass on your pe.tit:Jnoe by r-Q-

tr~e the circumbtancea of this ca~e from the beBinning 

re~peoting what appear to me to be erroneous inferences and 

deductions from uncontroverted facts; because I now wish 

to eubm:i t a. proposal. on the pa.l."t of Dtre. Hri th, that ·th~) whol.e 

J.. c .o. 48/148: Lord Goderich to J . Briscoe, 24th Februv.ry 
1832. 

2 . ~· 



ehAJ.~ be deferred to arbitration in this country, "\D.d I am 

authoria~d to aay that ~he wil.l abide by the result."~ 

~Che Co~onisl. 0£:fice wo.a pl.aced in a. di..t£ioul. t position. 

Lord Goderich had admitted tha~ on two partic~ar points, 

:J:ri th ' a c t..,...t:un wa.rra.n'tod :tu.rtho:r. inv~:;stiga:t::ion and hn.d. evan 

eone eo fa..r a.t~ to of:ter to oubtl'Ji t these pointe;, to ru:''bi tna.tion. 

On the one htmd i£ Lord Goderich agreed to ~coapt Mr. Bris coe's 

proposa16, ~t oou2d bo conatrued au a defeat for the Co2oni~ 

O:ti"ice. On th•~ othe r hn.nd i£ GodHrich retu.ued to submj, t the 

wholf.l ea.se t() arbi tra.tion, .it eo\Ud be rertaona.bly a.soumed 

thnt thda decision would not be acoo~t~d by Mr. Briscoe. The 

eti~l. not be aettl.ecl . On Mc:t•oh 3l.st Lo:r.d !Joderioh r e:p2ied 

that "eJ. thoueh hie (Briscoe • s) pro J,">Osi t ion invol. ved more 

thent.t he thought necosse.cy he wcw 11wil.l.ing to eubmi t the who~a 

to nrbitr~t~on.e H~ eugge~ted that the ~~at suitabl.e arbitere 

lJOUJ.d. be Henry HUie, a £ormt~r Da tUty Col.onial. . ·eerott ::ry to 

the Ca.Pt:: Govf.rnment• and OoJ.one~ • Uo~cbrooke. He we.s aleo 

c areful. to statE~ that shoul.d t-'r~h .!Sr.i th. s.ooept thi.e pl.a.n, 

th~ir decision wn& to be ~inal. 2 

Mr. Briecoe ' e repl.y was <i&~ayttd until. early in May. 

'this tms :no doubt because of' tht} heavy ~krli . .m~ntary duties 

of Briscoe, in tl10 cl.osina ~haaes of ~he ~e£orm Bil1 crisis . 

On Ma.y 2nd, on ~- l.£ o~ Mr. ... • 1;r1 th he n.oceptsd the Col.onisl. 

Of':fice off-er o:£' n.rbi tra:tion. Mr&. :~ri th• a ati.ckl.er to the 

end, wished to h~ve Mr. Briacoe and Co2on0l. Co~~brooke a~ the 

arbiters: the a.asit .. tanoe of a Mr. Ba:Jtton woul.d be eoueht 

ehoul.d a. dispute arise between :Briscoe and Oo~ebrooka .. :? Th is 

1. c.o. 48/l.4~: i~rd Goderich to J. Brincoet 26th ~ ~rch J.832. 
2. ;J.b.id. 3l.st Mn1·oh ~832. 
3. ibid. J. }lri»coo to Lord \.1-oderich. 2nd H.p....y 1.832o 



arrangamen~ was accepted by the Colonial O££iee, three days 

~ l.e,ter. 

The sustein~d crisis over the Reform Bil.l. anded on2y on 

.June 4th J.832. ~his as t.rel.l. as the oom:p~ex details o:f the 

l;ri th :fil.e, a.oeounts :for the :final. del.ay be:i'ore the arbi tra-

tion awa:r•d was forwarded by l~riscoe and Col.ebrooke to 

2 
Lord God erich on AU{-ilJ-St l.st. 

Mrr:~ . Brith's full cJ..aim had amounted to £.2,887 6sh. This 

was s~t out in detail.. For loss incurred by the d estruction 

of their house Mr s . Erith ol.aimed £558 1.7sh. This was despite 

tho fact that previous~ the Eriths had on~ val.ued their 

house at £1.50 . 3 She aLso ol.aimed £1.66 2sh • . :for the l.oae of 

cattle, despite the fact that they had already r e ceived oom-

pensation for their cattle. · Mrs. Brith ol.aimed £1,871. 1.4sh. 4d. 

£or the l.oes ,incurred by l.osine their indentured servants . 

£41 . 10E-;h. was cl.a.im.ed :from the Commissa riat and final.l.y £or 

non-£~f~~ment of Huekiason's p~edge I~s. Er~th e~aimad 

£249 2eh. 8d. in oomp&naat~on. 4 

the :five o~ai.me. They h eJ.d ttaGverEU. con:ferenoeatt with 

I'A..ra . Eri th, to which she brought the papers pe:rta.inine to 

the c~aims. Co~one~ Co~ebrooke and J. Briscoe found. however. 

that "in regard to the three firHt heads o£ tho foregoing 

c~aims, it is di£fiou1t :tn this country, and a.:fter eo great 

a J..apse o£ time to determine preoisa~y the amount which might 

h rs.ve been jus tl.y awarded in compens~tion for the l.oeses 

a~eaed to ha v e been incurre d and. where the Government mieht 

J.. C. o. 48/~48~ Lord God erich ·to ..r • .Briscoe, 5th May 1.832. 
2 . ibid. Co~. Col.ob:r.ooke fmd J· • .Oriacoe to Lord Godc rich, 

1st Augu~t l8)2. 
3.. ibid . J. Briscoe to Lord <foderich, l7th J cm uary 1.832. 
4. ihid . Mrs . ~rith to Lords o:f the 'l:raa.s ury, 4th Suptember 

].832 . 
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ba considered resi>Onsi bl.e f'or thtm. tt
1 

They decided 

1' th~r~:fore takill8 into considt-:rati.on the whoJ.e Circumstances 

o£ the case both a.e conne cted with 1:ho o:r·i.c;inal cJ.aim, its 

tmbr:;equ~mt arrangement by Mr. Hu~kioeon, the do1~:J.Y ir1 :f'ul.-

fil.J.ing pu.rt of t h a.t arrnngoment ax.Ld tht: l.ose f'..:nc.l. ex1Jcnse 

stated to have been s uffered by th€1 P<ctrtif~b during tho l.c-lA!lt 

three years , have in order to brine the matter to a finn.J. 

settl.emt~nt agreed to award thf) SUl"l of .t'i ve hundred pounds 

to tho claimants, the ona h~.U..:f paya.bl.e to J.!rs . Eri·th to 

enable her to retu:r.n to the Cape, and. the other hrl£ to 

Itt. Eri th, on their acceptn.nce o£ these tnt.iTiS as a ful.l dis-

chax·Ge of the Government from al.l :furthe r dcl:.ll.E\nds. ,. ~he 

a z·bi t ert:> aJ.ao r ecOllllllended "that the premis~s now ocCUJ)i ed 

by f.tr. Rri th a.t Car·e Town should. i t' p6soi ble be continued 

2 to him for a t t~:rm r ent free." 

Colonel. Col.ebrooke in a privato letter to Lord Ooderioh 

expr~ased his .fe~lines in r egA.rd to the award . 11! .:.1 :Cor-

warding to y our Lor dship with Hr . Briscoe our award in the 

case of Mrs. Dri.th I thi nk it necessary to s t ate my opinion 

that the s un proposed to be given to thv paz-ties s h oul.d be 

awR.rded to the m af~ a g ratuity nnd not in recogni ti.on of 

their cla ims - In recoim!lendin~ tha t the premises occupied 

by rJ1r. j~ri th in C.1.pc..t 'town may b e continued to him for a. 

t erm rent fre.-,, I b eg to observe thu.t I h ·wo subccrib-ed to 

it on the under~o. ta.nding that the sum of .«:50 0 sterJ..ing is 

awarded. as a :tufl. di.b Chd.rge o£ the C+ov t;rnmE:nt :from al.l. dem;:>.nds 

without H.n.y .furthur cor1cessi.on. n 3 

Mr t; . }Jrith true to her chfU'aCti--!r wa.s o til.l. not aati s £ie d 

and a.J.. though she w<--~s bound to a ccopt th0 awHrr1 , ahe did so 

1. C. O. 48/148: Colonel CoJ.ebrooke and J. Briucoe to 
Lord Goderi.ch, J..st Auguct 1.832 . 

2 . ibid. 
3 . :ibi.rl . Col. . Col..ebrooke t o Lord Goderich, l..st .Aunu~:t 1832. 
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with ill-gr~·:ce . On i3eptembo:t' 4th ohe :formaJ..~y accepted 

"on b EJhe:u£ of (her) hw~band and (hl...rsel.f) ••• tht- rjw,.,,rd 

of Co~one~ Col.ebr.ooke and !>1r • .Brir.,coe in :ful.J. ~iqui.dation 

o£ r.)Vfbry c~a.im wha.tev.-;r on the eovernmt::nt f'or injuries 

and. .losBea sustai....~ed by us as !J~:ttl.ers at the Cape o£ 

G·ood Hope - however inadequate I consider the a,,·w.rd to 

be i'or the a.moun:t of th~ J..osses and injuries whi.ch were 

in£~icted on my husband and his 1'amil.y. ul. 

'l't-ro years, ten months then after l"lrH. Bri th arrived in 

J;nsl.and again, compensat;:l.on was f'inal.l.y r.;.iven to hr~r. In 

aJ.l. the Mriths had spent some twel.v0 y cara in cons tant 

strugQ:~e to obtain compensation. A cursory g].ance mieht 

suggest th . . :t 0ha:r~~s BuJ..ler' s cl.a.ssio description o:f the 

Co.lonie~ Of.fioe lfprol.onging the tortures o:f' the unhappy 

victim, who bandied ab,)ut f'rom Oo~ony to J~nel.and, from 

.. e cretux-y to Secretary, :f'roro Under-Secretory to Under-

.{]' ,-, :k 1 k If 2 ·. e cretary, .rom o ..... ~r: to c_er • • • wan true. The 

history o:f' Ja.m~s l'~rit,h ' s caee does not bear out tl't...is 

judgem~nt of th~ Co~onial. Of£~ce. To the contrary the 

ca.;.;e shows the O:f:fice in a more favoura.bl.o li&ht. j.::ri th' s 

l.~"cters were answered. prompt~y. Invr::-.ria.bl.y the Office. 

wheth~r it was the ~~rmanent Und~r-Secrctary or the ~ecr~tary 

of State nimsel.:.C, Htudied his cl.aime and the r e l.to1vent docu-

mento. 2he moet striking di:fference £rom Bu2l.ert8 judgement , 

which the case reveals, was the r6.le pl.~ed by the decrete.ry 

of' : t ate. Charl.os BuJ.l.er me,intained tha t the Secret~..ry of 

State wru-:~ depe ndent on the 11 _pe rmanent mvmbors o:f the o:f.'fice11 

l-tr. Moth1::rcountry. .l:iri th' a c~.t::~a was how ov er, handl.ed 

l.. 0. 0. 48/l.4H: Mrr.o . Eri th ·to Lords o:f the ~rea.sury, 
4th Septe xnber J.832 . 

2. Wron g, l!!.r-1. £hn,rl.ep Bu1J,.c r tmd H:asponei.b£o •. S!2YS::£,mnent.» 
p. J.60. 
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perE>'-llH.l.J.y by each ::successive Secre tary o £ Utate between 

1826 a.nd ~832. Indee d i:t; wna their puraonal. intervention 

whi<:;1l secured t!1o Br:i ths compenf-;ation, both in 1.8:0::7 and 

g,gain in 1832. 

Th:ie does not mean that the Colonial Of.:fi.co was above 

reproaoho ~her..;J can be l.i·ttle doubt that eventtAaJ. success 

£or the Eriths was a~eved onlY because o~ their incredible 

stubbornnase, persistence and ingenuity. This perhaps, after 

al.l, was the domi.nating :factor in th~ir stz·ugel.e for cowl,>ense.­

tion. 'l'he J~r:i. th ca.se :i.naigni.ficant in t~rma of th~ broader 

issuae of CoJ.oniaJ. a:f:fa.:i..re, does 'throw l.igh"t on th& internal. 

structure and worki.ng of the Colonial. O£:tice . :i:his J.i~ht 

supports the theses o£ both Youna and BeaglehoJ.e tl1at the 

Colonial Office in the ear1y nineteenth century was a s ound 

and efficient instrument of government, proaressivel.y improving 

its modus operandi . 
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-May 1804 
-F~b .l.806 
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Sir James Cockburn 
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Ch . Stowart Ma.r.l.807 -Ap. 1809 
Fred .Eto'binson 

Mar. l.807 -Oct . 1809 
Ed. Banbury -J~.l.8l.6 
C. J enkinson Oot.l807-Jan . l.8l.O 
Robert Peel - Aug. l.8l.2 
Henry Goul.bourn -Dec .l.821 
R.J . WiJ.mot-Hor~on l. -J~,n.1828 
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Jul. . l825 - 1836 

B. G- . ~t1-.nl.ey Oct .l.827-Fcb. 1828 
Ld . Fr:::.ncis L t3v.ir;on 

Gower 
Hora ce ~wiss 

-Mey 1828 
-Nov.l.830 

.1 . R. 11· . Hay appointed as the f'irt:;t P~:rma.nt:~nt Und,•r­
:.:>acret. •ry of the Of'f.ioo. 



1. Henry,;, 3rd Earl. Bathurst (J..'Z6~-J.834). 

First ant ered office as a Lord of the Adu~ralty in 1783; 
served 1n minor dif~ified o~fices; a close as~ociate ruld 
con£idant o:t Wil1iam l>i t"t; 1804-1807 Z.1s.a't•~r o£' the Mint; 
1807-1812 enter~d the Cabinet as President of th0 Board 
of :J:ra.de; 1809 Foreign Secrotary :f'rmn Octobt::r - December; 
1812-.1827 Third Secretary of Ut a te £or War a.nd Colonies. 
~esianed on Canning beco~g Prime Minister • .1828-1830 
Lord :Prei:Oiden"t of Council. in •tJellington ' s Cabinet. A 
Hieh Tory, and a close confidant and aaaociatc of Lord 
Liv&rpoo.l , the Duke o£ Wellington and Ear~ o£ Wo6tmore.lfmd. 
A s~nior 1oember of J_,i ver:pool.' s Cabinet. 

l3orn .lt'redex•ick Robinson; cr. Viscount Goderlch 1827 and 
~arl of Ripon 1833 . 
lmtered Parliament in 1.806 as a Tory. 1-mt e r • ... d the Or-.binet 
as ?rc:sida11t o£ the Board of Tr:. .. de and Trt:!:asurer o:f the 
Navy in 1.81.8-1.823; ~823-1.82'7 Chancellor o£ the .t>Jxchequer; 
April. l.827 - AugulC!t ~827 t.rh.i.rd Becrr;$·t n :r.y of .. :t n.'te for Wc-tr 
and Co.l.oni.es; Prim~ t-l:tnister Auguct 1.827 - Jar.a.uary ~828 . 
1.830-1.833 Third :.3ecreta.ry o£ ~ta.ta :for Wnr and 0ol.oniea , 
1833-1.8:-54 Lord Privy Seal. . l.U4l.-1843 :P.reuident o:f the 
lk>ard o£ Trn.d&. 1.84~-1.846 President of the Board of 
Control . Fi.rst a Tory, then a Cann:i.ngite; se1"Ved in 
Lord li-rey' a ~I hi g 'Reform Cabine t ' and ended hie r,ol.i ticaJ. 
career st::rvin& under • .>ir Robert l'eel.. He wac a good 
Itiniat~x·, thoush not cal)able o£ being a J?rime I-1inio.3to:r.. He 
was a. man o£ varied and w:i.da intereete. li<:: wn.[l a Comntisaion­
er £'or Chels(,ja. Hospita l; President of the G~ogr~phioa.J. 
Society (1830); President of the RaJ.eic;h Cl.ub and Preei­
dent o£ the Royal. ~ociety of Literature (1834) . 

3. !Jenr:v Goul.bourn (1.78:4-J.H56 ). 

J~tored Parl.iament as a Tory ~ 1.808. l.810-l.8l.2 Undor­
Secret •. ~y o£ the Home Off~ca. 1.3l.2-l.821. Und~r-Secretary 
o£ the :Uepartm•=nt :for l.ar- o.nd l:o.l.onics. Ducember 1.82J. 
appointed to the Frivy Councii as weJ.l. ae Ch:i.G£ ~ecretary 
to the Lord b:ieutan.ant o:f !rel.a.nct. ~828-~830 Ohancell~r 
o:f the ~ ·xchequer in ' .ellington • a Oab:i.not. Dec~mber 1.834 -
April 1835 Home Secret-~y in Peel. ' s first Cabinet . J.84J.-l846 
ChanceJ.l.or o£ the Exchequer in Peel. ' s st:Jcond Ce.bi:nct. He 
was a. eucoesoful. Chanoel.J.or o£ the .~xchequ~r, a.:no. Haa much 
respected by al.J. parties. He was an intimate £ri~nd of 
Sir Robert l?eel. and sta.unah supporter o£ his 1m:Liciea . 

Lived in F'rance l. 783-1. 792; £nt .. red :P ~.rl.iam(::n.t in 1. 796; 
1.795-l.BOJ. Under-Secretary at War . 1804-1805 a.nd ~807-1809 
s~cretn.ry to the TreH6l.U'Y rasi.gning dua to the reft iBJlation 
o£ Canning, his c1ose :friend. 1814 Head of th~ Woods nnd 
Forests Department . l.Sl.l.-1823 Colonial Agont for CeyJ.on . 



Appand~x B (oontd.) 

l!'iJ. .. st ont t::-ra...t the L:a.binet as President of the .Board of 
~:rade and Tr6asure:r of the Navy ~823 - Auguet 1827. 
August l.82.7 - June l.828 Thi.rd Secreta ry of f>t te for War 
and Col.on5.ee. A :f'ol.J.ower of Ca.mling and a.n ~xp~rt on 
Commercial. and FiEiloaJ. ma.tterH. A man of great tr-U.ent. 

Born. Robert Banks Jer~ineon. cr. Lord Hawkesbury 1.803; 
succeeded to the Enrl.dom on his :father' A dr~ath in 1808. 
l~nterad :.?H.rl.iament in :t. 790 as a. Tory. l!~irst ent .;:red 
office in J.793 but on1y anto:red the Cabinet, as Foreign 
~)ecre.tary ~801-1.804; l804-J.806,. 1.807-1809 Home Secr0tary. 
~609-~8].2 ~hird ~<"jc:reta.ry o£ State for We.r nnd Co~oniee. 
1.81.2-~827 Fr:irne M:in.iF;tsr. He held the off'ice of Frime 
MJ.ni.ster £or 15 y o a.re - a pe::riod. exceeded only by ~.EU.pol.c 
and Will.ia.m l>i tt the Younger. He wa.s not an abl.e epeaker 
nor was he an innovator, howevor his views on economics 
were eoneiderabl.y in advance o£ the rank and £il.e o£ his 
party . Despite ba~ne cold, un£riandly and uneoo1abl.e he 
had the assets of being tact:ful. e..nd pat:i.t-mt . These in 
addition to hie own modesty and common sense enabled him 
to keep his highly diverae Ca.bi.r;.et togeth-4lr. He was 
labelled. zzom.ewhft.t unf'a.irly, by Diaraeli as the ' Arch­
r.l!edioori ty •• 

6. Sir George MurraY (1772-18~6). 

General. and ~it:Ltesman: . 
l.809-J.8l.l. Qua.rter-Ma.f.':' ter-G·ent:rA.l. to the Forces in Spain 
and Portugal, under the Duke o£ We1lineton. 1812 - Sept. 
l.8~3 t)ua.rt er-Maat,.:r-General. in Irel.And . Septumber J.8l.3 -
l.8l.4 Qusrter-~~t$r-Gen~rnl in Paris. l.BJ.S-1817 Chief 
o£ Sta£:f' of Army o£ Oc<~upa:tion. J.8l.8-l.8l.9 Gov~rnor of 
Edinbureh Castle. 1.81.9-2824 Governor of the Royal. M.il.i ta.ry 
College at Sandhurat. 1823-1.832 Member of ~arliam&nt for 
:,P • .,:r th County. 1825-l.82B Co.mmu.nder-i:n-Ohia:f of the Army 
in Irel.and. May 1828 - 1.830 Third Secretary of State for 
Wa.r and Col.onies o 1.834 re-elected Member of l'~o.rJ.iament 
£or l?0rth County. l834-l.845 Me...~t.;·.r- Gen.,:t"a.l. of the Ordnance. 
A :sueoeea£ul. s ol.d.ier, an abl.a minister and a. skilful. and 
f'l.uen t s peaker .. 

7. J. Wilmgt Horton: Sir Robert John (1784-1841). 

Fir:"'t entored :p,.,rJ.ia.mant in 18l.8 as Tory .M.P o £or the 
borough o£' Nel-Jca.stl.e-under-Lyme . He c ontinued to re-
present tha t borough unt.i~ his r etirement £rom l?arl.ia.ment 
in July 1.830. 1.621 - Jt~uary 1.828, Under Secretary of 
State o£ the J.Jepa.rtment of War and Colonies . 1.831.-1.837 
Governor and commander-in-chief o£ the Col.ony of Ceyl.on. 
Kn:igt.c.ted 23rd June l.83l.. He WA.a a. man of cuJ.ti.vA.ted tastes, 
e.ncl took a. great int,,rest in the pol.i 1:ic a.l. Rnd social. ques­
tions of the day - partioul.R:rl.y thoee rel.ating to emigration. 

Second son of the 5th Duke of ~enufort. S~rved under 
the Duke of Wel.lington .in the Penineul.a Campaign, rising 
to the rank o£ Lia utena.nt-GeneraJ.. . Governor of the Col.ony 
o£ the Cape o£ Good Hope J.Hl.4-l.826. On lea ve in the y ears 



~320 F.Ul<t ~82~. Hi.t> a~con.d t. c.;rro o£ of':tice wa.a ~:?tormy 
~md oontrov~rFJieJ., ree u.l 'tina in his rotu:r.nine to 
J.;ngle..rld to £nee hi~:-5 or:i. tice in th$ Houu o o£ Commons . 
The o o.se nev~*l' mf:~.1; ~;rial.ised ~md with th1; :ff'Ul. o£ the 
L:i. vor.oooJ. Gov~!rnm1m"t F .Lord Gh.a.:t"'.les, a Hish '.rory, 
r~sign~d his 6overnoreh2p. 



Al?EENiiiX Q. 

I. '.rliJ·! ST!~F OF TH~ COJ~ONIAL O:b'li'ICE IN ~HE YJ!l.Alli3 
J.806; J.8l2; ~8~4; .1.8].6; l.8?3; ~82~ .. A.ND 1.825. 

J:>HR~30lll~HL X!AB 

1806 18l2 1814 18).6 l.823 1.824 l.825 

SECRJDTARY OF STA~E l. l. l. 1 l. 

UND1<;H-GJ-~CRETAUY 2 2 2 ]. 1 

:PRJ:VAT~~ SJ~CR.~TARY l. l. l. ]. 1. 

CHIEF CLJ..mK l. l. l. l. l. 

CLERKS ll J2 12 9 9 

MI~:lC 8LLA!~OUS ' l. ]. 

TO ':CAL 1.6 1.8 20 14 l.4 

.EX~) :.A CL.rJR.KS + 2 + 6 + 6 

II. VQLVM£ Of LI~TTBR. i HAN.DJ..t:EJJ BY THH COLONIAL 
OFFICE IN THL Y.l<~ARS 1806; J.8~6 AJW :1&24. 

l. l. 

l. 2 

l. ' l. l. 

l.3 14 

2 6 

l.9 27 

+ 1 

~ ~ ~ 
Let tern "PBc&Ellfi ~e~tGr§ l?JaB;Oft ~o~ter~ Pa:~eg 

Receivods 1.,653 8,054 4,487 22,269 7,491 ::?5,836 

De§I2a.tched: 902 9?2 3,1.61. 2,957 4,959 5, ?5 .. { 



Ai'l'JmDIX 

I. GEW~RAL S~~~ISTIC§ 

1WM 
Num:ge~ ot: ! N~ber o£ ~ 

.lJettere Mp1i;cant.~ 

~49 54% 227 36% 
~MAlliDlilR OF 
liN GLAND 67 24% ~2l. l.9% 

I 
IRELAND AND 
SCOTLAND 33 ~2% 232 37% 
UNKNOWN 25 ~o% 50 8~ 

TOTAL 274 ~oo% 630 l.OO% 

II . OQCUJ?A~lQll§ QJJ: ... A£PLICAN'fH 

Jc<.."UI' A't IONS NUMB:i~RS 
Farm~rs , labourers 
I 

Ski~~d Tradesmen 

Services 
I 
Unemp1oyad 

Professional. 

Unknown 

TOTAL 

:t:Tl. 

200 

35 

l.5 

l.l. 

l.98 

630 

28% 

31~ 

?<j, 

2% 
J.% 

3l.~ 

l.OO% 

NY!!bor o:f 2f 
.~mie;:ants 

5~ 8% 

27 4"' ,, 

0 

0 

78 l.O<Y,.& 



Appendix D. (contd.) 

III. OQQ!.W..A:CION~ OF P.J?l?LI,C.AlECS J biVIm~D IUTO @AS 

QOOUl'A/.CJ;ONS ARI•:!A -
B.J<~MAI.N:DJ<}:t\ O.f J;.RJ ;~sAi~}l i W:i!mQ!!H 

LQNDON JgfG.LA~D f~COT:!:JAND 

!ig,J 2f !.2.& ~ l!g,& ~ ~= ~ 
J:a.rmu.rs, Labourere 9~ 40 39 32 36 J.4 5 10 

Ski11ed Tradesmen 86 37 43 35 57 24 14 28 

Services J.3 6 J.3 J.O 6 3 3 6 

Unompl.o;ved l.l. 5 5 4 

Pro:feeei.onal. 4 l. 5 4 2 1 

Unknown 32 l.3 1.6 l.5 131 58 28 56 

~OTAL 227 l.2l. 232 50 

IV. QCCUPA~IQNS Oli' .EMI GHANTS 

R.~:t1AI:trDB1\: Ol!, 
:LONDON ENGLAND ~OTAL 

l'f.g,& ~ 
Farmers, Ls.bourt.:rs 15 1.2 27 36 

Skil.l.ed Tradesmen 28 l.O 38 50 

Serv:icee l. 4 5 6 

Pro:feeaional. l. 1 l. 

Unknown 7 7 7 



.t\ Lib~ OF THE .MEMB.b:RS OJ!' J. T, gH.lTH' S, 
il·H· DIXON ' S NJD c. J?ALGAIRNS ' P.f!.l1.Til<J f?. .. 

THM PARTY OF JAMES THOKAn ERI~H 

J.T. Er:i.th; + wife ~~d two chi~dren 
R. Robertson; + wife and £our chi~dren 
J. Kemp; + wife 
J. l 1arkhurat 
J. Ralph 
'1'. Dry 
T. WhittJ.e 
R . Hughes 
G. Sheph erd 
J. :tai~or 

QCCUFATION 

.Baker 
~ ... a.rmer 
Farmer 
l!,armer 
Farmer 
:b~armer 

Carpent er 
F..:trmer 
l'a.rmer 
:b'n.rroer 

James Er:i.th was domici~ed in London, but drew the 
me1nb~rs of his party f.rotn the Is~o .of Sher.me:c, Kent. 
Depoe:i.t Money paid: .£J..05. 

TH.E PARTY OF JOHN ID?.tffiY DIXp!f OCCUPATION 

J.H. Dixon; + wife end four chi~dren Joiner 
R. Webb; + wife and two chil.dren Mason 
R. Henman; + wl.fo and two chiJ.dren Ca.ryGnter 
H. Ji'ul.J.er ; + wife and. two chi~dren Carpenter 
John Vice; + wife '.'\lld two children G8rdener 
J. Carney; + wife and one child Sadl.er 
J. Dani el.; + wife tmd one chiJ.d Ft!Xmer 
J .. Paxton; + wi:f'e ~.:nd eix children Packer 
G. Me.rsdon; + wi£e A.nd one chi~d Ct\rpenter 
James V.ice; + wife and t t.JO children Butcher 
J. Wyatt; + wi:fe nnd £our chil.d.ren tJhee~wright 

John Dixon, a. Londoner, dre\-¥ his pA.rty from the 
Et"'st Hnd of London. 
Deposit Money paid: ~30. 

OCt:UPATIQll 

0. J>aJ..gdrne ; + three chi1dron 
J • .EJ.a.ckm.oJ;"e; + ~df'e and on<.'* chil.d 
~;. \lil.J.:iams; + wife and. two children 
W. Batwe~J.; + wife 
ll. Hil.J.; + wife 
w. Ba.il.ey 
T. Tharratt; + wife and two chil.dren 
S. Denham; + wife and two children 
l!'. Stephenson 
S. Ha.w; + t•li.fe tUld one chi.l.d 
0. Adcock; + 'd:te :;.nd three children 

Char1.es DHl.gairns, a Londoner drel·T his party 
:from London . 
Deposit Mon~y paid: £1.1.5 . 

Ft~mt~r 

1-'a.rmer 
G .. rclener 
Labourer 
Ca rpenter 
Smith 
~lU'denor 

Carpenter 
Labourer 
.Jlarmer 
F - rraer 
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"C) Lands actually marked out as Loc~tions. 

I 1 -··~ .... ~ Lands appropriated to .Public purpos_es. 

·c=J ·Lands granted ;n Perpetual Quitrent or measure~ for that purp.ose. 

D. Unapprop.riated or not measured. . -=-.- . 

s ·cA.LES 
.. 

_____ ...__...,.l,.~...uolo __ .. . _\ ....:! ~ 

• • 
?'· 

L<mtrmans, Green .!1 c;~; ~on, New York, Bombay & Calcutta. 

. . 
-•'• ...... ~ .. .,-. 

GENERAL PLAN 
of the 

SOUTH EASTERN PART 
OF THE DISTRICT OF 

. ··in ~~. e .. 
COLONY OF THE 

CAPE .OF GOO.D HOPE, 
: shewing the situation and exact 
. ._: ;. boundaries of the Lands allotted 
· for the Location of English Set· 

tlers, as also Towns, Military & 
other Esroblishments. 

Sut"Vcyed in the-years 1820, 21, 22, by 

.. .. · 
:·· . 

... : 

NOTE• Road• r1ndered In Rlffl llru•----
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-"'---- .... -~--


