A CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF THE DAILY NATION AND THE
ST AND A RBWSSCOVERAGE OF THE 2007/2008 KENYAN ELECTIONS

Sarah-Jane Bradfield

A mini-thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Arts in the Department of Joumalism and Media Studies, Rhodes

University

Supervisor: Professor Jeanne Prinsloo

March 2018



ABSTRACT

This study investigates thddaily Nation and Standar@d s news otkKerya@se
2007/2008 general electioand the unprecedented eruptions of violence which followed
This research responds to the question which came alokienyanprint journalists and
editors considered their role in possibly contributing to the violence, which took on an
ethnic dimension.Vernacular radio has been fingered for having escalated longstanding
ethnic tensions, but the role of the préwss notbeenfully understood. In the aftermath of

the violence, print journalists and editors met over a series of Round Table events in
Nairob to consider whether their conduct during the election could have encouraged
violence. Although ten years have passed since this incidence, much of what happened
within the Kenyan print media during and after the 2007/2008 general election remains

unexploed and, largely, unexplained today.

Although the pre and postelection phases spanned months, my research is cotdined
purposive samples from a fewreek periodfrom 3 December 2007 to 4 January 2008.
These four weeks were selected as they are orgpresentative of the three phases of
the national election which are considered significant to this study, namely the pre
election phase, the election, and the jmisttion violence. The research is concerned
with analysing and understanding the cager in the two dailies, thBaily Nation and
Standard and comparing the discursive work of the jtwparticularly in relation to
identity and ethnicity.This studydraws on cultural studies, critical discourse analysis and
normative theories of the medi@ tinform the research project. The critical discourse
analysis explas the discourses articulated during and after the election, with a particular
focus on issues atlentity, ethnicity and inctement. Through this process the study found
that both publiations avoided references to ethnicity, despite this being an important
factor in Kenyan politics and votdsehaviour In analging these issues the study found
that while the publicationsmight claim to attemptto avoid fueling tensions bynot
reporting on ethnicity, the disavowal comprised a sience whasitioned the press in a
collaborative role, in which it coluded with a powerful Kenyatee. Although a

significant amount of time has gone by since the 2007/2008 elections, this sludy sti



considers the event significant in understanding the conduct of journalists during times of

violence, and specifically for the future of journalism in Kenya.
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CHAPTER ONE:INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT

1.1. Introduction

The Kenyan general elections of December 2007/2008 culminated in widespread
eruptions of unprecedented violence which claimed the Ivesl3fi0 people and
displaced 600 000 otherSdmervile 2011;Kagwanja and Southal 200%ibson and

Long 2009.The newsmedia, and vernacular radio in particular, were accused of having
added fuel to the fire and exacerbatiigngstanding tensions by broadcasting
inlammatory material, using hate speech, and stirring up fear and suspicion between
ethnic groups (Somenvile011) This research is concerned with the role of the press at

this time, in particular its portrayal of the violence in the e postelection phases.

The violence, which erupted iresponse to delays on the release of the presidential
results, and ater as a response to the disputed results, took on an ethnic dimension
between the Luo and Kalenjin supporters of Orange Democratic Movement (ODM)
leader RailaOdinga, and the Kikuyu supporters of Party of National Unity (PNU) Mwai
Kibaki. Comparisons wer made to the 1994 genocide in Rwanda as the ensuing poltical
and humanitarian catastrophe engulfed the country. Kenyan polticians accused one
another of genocide and ethnic cleansiigeighbouring countries Rwanda, Burundi,
Eastern DRC, Congo, South @ Somalia and Uganda faced economic paralysis as a
result of their heavy economic reliance on Kenya, which had previously been known as

an fAisland of peaceo0 amongsAbdi2008s politically

In May 2010 | was invited to travel to diobi, Kenya as part of a tearfrom Rhodes
University which was running a Confict Sensitive Journalism workshop for journalists
from Kenya, Uganda and South Sudatere, Kenyan journalistsvere encouraged to

explore their coverage of the conficAt the time of the workshop, much had been
written about the possible role the press played in fueling existing tensions, and
allegations of inctement had been made against broadcast ametianine technologies

in particular,who were accused of haviiga d d e d f u ethrough dhe usén ef hatei r e 0
speech and inflammatory broadcasti@oistein and Rotich 20Q08smail and Deane

2008 Abdi 2008 Somervile 201) The media were criteed by outsiders and by the

1



media themselves, who questioned treanduct during and after the electioHogvard
2008.

Given this backgroundl was interested to hear the reflectionsti@ Kenyan journalists,

and specificaly those working in print medias the role of print media has yet to be

fuly understood $omervile 2011; GutierrezRomero 204; Wachanga 20)1 Many
journalists expressedegret at how they had reported on the violermgggestingthat
perhaps they could have done more to promote pE&samervile 2011). This reflection
echoed much of the plic and personal scrutiny thatupted acrosKenya and beyond in
consideringthe possible role that the news medand press in particulamight have

played in fueling existing tensionsS¢mervile 2011 | was interested in the process of
journalists questioning their reporting, especialy given the possibiity that their work
contributed to escalating tensions. This event has been the catalyst for my interest in the

relationship between news media and violence and peace journalism more generally.

1.2. Ethnicity

Kenyan poltics has long been marred by ethnic tensions, with some scholars going so far

as to suggest that ethnicity is a central feature of Kenyan podtmsprised of ethnic
Acoalitions of c¢ onv(elisthee 2008Withad@ ethnicc groopri t me nt 0O
comprising a mukethnic, mulicultural society, Kenya has a powerful legacy of

ethnicity that consists of a confusion of ethnic, racial and poltical identities.

The proliferation of ethnic conflicts and tensions is so widespreddhine is hardly an

area in Kenya that has not been affectdgukuri 1997. Between them, Kibak{PNU)

and OdinggODM)had t he Dbacking of three of Kenyaos
Kibaki had the support of theikuyu (6.62 milion or 21 percent of tal population), and

Odinga theLuo (4.04 million or 12 percent) and Kalenjin (4.96 million or 12 percent)

(Elischer 2008Each of the three former Kenyan presidents, Jomo Kenyatta, Daniel Arap

Moi and MwaiKibaki ascended to power through a strong coaliton of two or more of the
Apolitical tribeso ¢ omp rKalenjnrkagwanih end Ki kK uy u, Lu
Southall 2@.3).



13. Land

Scholars(Rutten and Owuor 200%amungi 2009 have arguedhat the land sue

constitutes the major structural factor underlying ethnically driven electoral and poltical
violence in Kenyalt has been descrbels a f@Ahighly <charged issue
foundations ofthe post o | o ni al u i d rdai t ni gd8ragwanjaard Sauthall 2009
268-269). In essence, Kenyans were dispossessed of their latia arrival of the

settlers, who consoldated some of the most fertle areas into the White Highlands and
restricted the mass of dispossessed African population to tribefiged areas

(Kagwanja and Southall 200Blyukuri 1997. Kanyinga et alargues that landelated
conficts in Kenya have their roots in colonialism, which imposed alientmae

relations in Kenyandintroduced conceptual, legal and sociological esioh in the

traditional tenure systems then prevaiing in traditional Kenyan society8)200

Folowing World War Il Kenya became a locus of resettement of young, -agssr

British officers many of whom settled in the fertie areas of the Rit Valefere they

established largscale coffee plantatons which were mostly dependent on Kikuyu

labaur. On their arrival, thesettlers set about establishing a settler friendly land policy

and legislation through the 1902 First Crown Lands Ordinance, wdslated all

unoccupied land be given to British aristrocra®utien and Owuour 2009n addition,

as in other colonial spacé® settlers implemented forced labour, the doubling of

taxation, and the introduction of tképande(identity card).By the 1930s approximately

30 000 settlers lived in the area and had secured their poltical voice due to their

contribution to the market econonfettlers were granted ownership of large tracts of

land outside Nairobi, previously owned by the Kikuyu, and tomkesship of some of

the most fertle areas in the Rift ValeBef or e the settlersdéd arrival
been home to approximately one milion Kikuyu, who had no land claims in European

terms, ancpractisedsubsistence farming. Following tskeet t | er s6 arri val, a
introduced for local people, with the Kikuyu being afforded less and less access to land in
exchange for their lalo. As a result, many left their homes and ventured to the cities in

search of work. Today, the Kikuyu arelibved to account for the majority of people

lving in and around Nairobi.



When Kenya became a republic in December 1964, with Jomo Kengaftiuyu, as its

first presidentthe land issue was probably the most explosive issue on the independence
agemla (Goldstein and Rotich 2008. Thr oughout Kenyattads 1960 :¢
government embarked on a process of Africanisation of the economy with land bought
from white farmers being subdivided and made available to landless, unemployed and
progressie farmers. Land tenure rights became a major sticking point in the 1960s
among Kenyan government officialRutten and Owuour 200@nd constitutional
amendments evolved into a critical issue tfeg KenyaAfrican National Union (KANU)

from the late 196Qswvhich failed to faciltate any sense of poltical democracy. Those
affliated with Kenyatta were able to use their preferential posttion for personal
accumulation through businesses and,l@slablishing the minority Kikuyu as an elte
group (Rutten andOwuour 2009Kagwanja and Southall 20p¥Kenyatta was accused of
faciltating the movement dhe Kikuyu from Central Provincénto the homelands of the
Kalenjin and Maasai in the Rit Valey, and enabling the Kikuyu preferential treatment in
governmentfinanced settlement schemes for previously whiged farms in the Rift

Valey (Kagwanja and Southall 200&oldstein and Rotich 2008However the Kikuyu

are also beleved to have settled in parts of the Rift Valley long before Kenyatta assumed
power, raching an estimated 150 000 by the late 1930s and constituting 26 percent of the
total African population thereK@gwanja and Southall 20P9n addition, they acquired

land in the Rift Valley, along with other ethnic groups the Luyha, Kisi, Kamba, Ldio an
Kalenjin, in the forms of British and World Bank settement programmes,-fiskateed
transfers of British owned land to Kenyan buyers across ethnic lines; and market

transactions Kagwanja and Southall 20R9

This continued under Daniel Arapoi in 1978, who designed settlement schemes that
distributed land to connected poltical eltewead ofthose with historical ties to it. In
addition, Moi targeted Kikuyu capital, which posed a threat to his political dominance,
closing Kikuyuowned bank and buiding his Kalenjin power base, which nurtured

Kalenjin ethnic nationalism just as Kenyatta had doneelation to Kikuyu nationalism



(Rutten and Owuour 2009By 1986, Moi had concentrated all government poumger

the control of the Kalenjin itre and a few alies from minority groups.

In 1991 a combination of international pressure and internal dissent forced the
government of President Moi to reintroduce nApdity politics that had been suspended

by his predecessor, with the first mgiaity elections being held in December 1992. Moi

retained power, although the extent to which the elections were truly democratic has been

widely debated(Wanyandeet al 2003 . By the next national el €
attempt at appointing a successorubhu Kenyatt a, the son of Ken
whom Moi had served as vice president, was met with resistance and gave rise to
fragmentationwithin KANU. Members broke away and formed the National Rainbow

Coaltion (NARC), which comprised several ipodl parties, led by MwaiKibaki,

Michael Wamalwa and Rail@®dinga Onyebadi 2008 Folowing a turbulent 24 years in

ofice marred by poliical repression and violence, Moi was constitutionally barred from
participating i n t hetiong asuanresultyod e rénbodtonge ner al
mult-party poltics in 199, the frst of this nature in the 27 years since lberati®eid]

2001) Later findings by nonrgovernmental organisationsN G O ®cluding Amnesty

International would implicate Moini numerous cases of human rights violations,

including allegations of torture at Nyayo House torture chamijeggwanja 2003)

KANU was defeated in a landslde victoty r i ngi ng an -gyardermivtuch Moi 6 s 2
saw NARC come to poweonder the leadership of Kibakin his 2002 bid for the

presidency, Kibaki foregrounded the redistribution of land as a cornerstone of his
campaign. However, he faled to honour this promise, leading to -aufalvhich gave

rise to the formation of th&®NU, which represented the largest ethnic group in Kenya,

the Kikuyu, and others who favoured a strong cesgrhlisystem(Gibson and Long

200), and Odi ngads O Drépresentedh isroaker ethnic groups that felt

marginaed by the central governmertnd sought constitutional reforn{Gibson and

Long 20®).



1.4. A brief overview of the 2007 elections

The poltical climate in which the 2007/2008 Kenyan elections took place has been
described as ethnic and poliically volatie, with Kenyans being more ethnically divided
than ever befor(Wachanga 2011; Kagwanja and Southal 2008aving enjoyeda
relatively high level of independence and freeda@ince transition toa democracy in
1991, the Kenyan mediaas poised to report on the electid@nyebadi 2008 Kibaki is
credited with having opened up the airwavesatively speakingand encouraged media
freedan, which had beerheavily suppressedinder previous regimes of Kenyatta and
Moi (Rambaud 2007 In the past, \nile the press was not as opeolyheavilyrepressed

as in other African states, journalists were not permitted to openly criticise government

ard apparently engaged & large amount of seffensorship(Heath 199Y.

The preelection phase was characed by an upsurge in intimidation, threats to

candidates, hate speeches, distribution of hate leaflets, violence between rival groups and
mob lynching of members of ethnic rivaldncidences of violence occurred throughout

the preelection period in the poltical climate in which ethnic tensions had reached a

Af ever KapwanjacandSouthall 200261).

By 2007 Kenyansvere growingi hcr easi ngly weary of Kibakiés
constitutional reform, t he c oetah200sTheone of Od4d
2007 elections were anticipated to be the closest since the introduction -qfariytti

politics in 1991 Growing discoh e n t with Kibakis&dsformofcr easingly
governmentand failure to follow through on areas of priority including free education,

fighting corruption and addressing the land quessietthe stage for a tight votaith the

election being descednl aghe most narrowly contested in Kenyaagwanja and

Southall 2@3; Klopp 2008. Among other issues, the land question formed the central

axis of the 2007 campaign, as Kenyans belonging to minority ethnic groupings such as

the Kalenjin, Luo and Luyhargew i ncreasingly frustrated witt
land redresgKagwanja and Southall 20P%ailure to honour his promise of

decentradation led to growing frustration and discontentment with Kibaki, who had

foregrounded this in his 2002 bid for the presidency.



In the buidup to the election Odinga captall on the anger and disillusionment of

many Kenyans, campaigning on a reformigbpulist and anttorruption platform that

promised radical change, specifically the devolution of ppaemajimboismKlopp

2009)Growing discontent among smaller ethnic groupthatistorically percesed

Kikuyu dominance in key economic areas,udahg trade, banking, government,

commercial farming and land ownership, was giving rise to a sadimln of smaller

et hnic groups be-tneagdinstt he o OBMdAds AKemyay against
Ki kuyuo c¢ ampKagwgnm arg ISouthad 280267 Klopp 2008. The

unofficial ODM strategyinherent in these slogarbus appeared to havanethnic
dimension This is further evident nthed DM officials suggested Kib
the Kikuyu, were responsible for continuing the corrupt excusionary style of

government that characeid much of Ki bak iKiogp 2008.r0difiga t er m i n
and his officials also suggested that the Kikuyu were responsible for historical injustices

and ethnic privileging, specifically of land ownepshidating back to the years of Jomo

Kenyatta, himself a Kikuyu (Klopp 2008.

Some estimates suggest as many as 600 Kenyans were kiled in poltical violence in the

three months ahead of voting d#§agwanja and Southall 209t is notable that the

violence was generally directed against the Kikuyu by a combination of Luo, Luhya and

Kalenjin youths Kagwanjaand Southall 2009According toKagwanjaand Southall

(2013:121) At he Kikuyu were identified as the en
vernacula radio staton KAAS FM amadoadoda Kiswahili word for stains or spots)

translated in this specific context as spotted hyenas to be violently expeled from the Rift

Va l | Muychoof the violence was committed along ethnic lines, and in ODM

strongholds including Nairobi, the Rift Valley, Nyanza and Mombasd, it has been

arguedit is plausible that ethnic tensions were a contributing factor (Nasongo, Achoka

and Wamocha 2009t has been argued that ethnic loyalty erélaedwas rewarded by

Afaccess to and disposal of resources and pat
remai n i(Kamupgo 208:r3)0Certainly Kenya has a history of political leaders

privileging thosebelonging to certain (their) ethnic groups as evidenced by patterns of



political mobilsation, resource allocation and public service appointments along ethnic
lines (Bratton andKimenyi 1997; Orvis 2001; Apollos 200Kagwanja and Southalll

2009; Elischer Q08; Mamdani 2001; Rutten and Owuor 2088mano, Tanaka and

Gitau 2010).

15. Origins of the press in Kenya
Compared to other African states, Kebypressis relatively youngThe countr yos
newspaper, theEast African Standardwas started in 1902 as the week#yfrican

Standard and remained the mouthpiece of the conservative settler population of East
Africa for decades(Ainslie 1966) Untl the sudden appearance of a dozen or more

African newspapers just after World War 1l, Kenyad hanything but an independent
African press (Scotton 1975). In 1921 a few issues of a Swahii broadsheet, Tangazo
were publshed by freedom fighter Harry Thuku, but it was discontinued when Thuku
was jaled and his Asian printer went bankrupt. A Kikuyu glege monthly,
Mwigwithania (Reconciley appeared sporadicaly in the 1920s and 198wk wasedited

by Jomo Kenyatta, but was banned by the time of World War Il (Scotton 1975).
Indigenous newspapers were established all across the country following rtheowe

with circulations in the thousands. These publications expressed nationalist sentiments
and racial discrimination, and are said to hawesettled Britsh authorites (Scotton
1975). Through their newspapers, Kenyans attempted to resolve issued telathe
economic, social and poltical conditions they were exposed to, with the question of
European occupation of land belonging to Kenyans being the most important (Scotton
1975; Nzioka 206).

British newspapers were launched during the 1940s &a@slto try and counteract the
growing influence of the indigenous press, but failed wede abandonedNzioka 20®).

In a radical move the colonial government issued new laws alowing for the seizure of
presses that were being used to puiloyal lterature (Scotton 197h After the
consequentrefusal by Asian printers to print Africaswned newspapers, Kenyans
resorted to using haroperated presses. Consequently circulation dropped, tland

publications were finally banned i®ctober 1952 with e declaration of a state of

8



emergency and the banning of all independent African newspé&peoston 1975Yoday

the Daily Nation and the Standard (discussed further belova r e t he countr yods
English daily newspapers, which control more than p&icent of newspaper circulation

in the country with a combined daily circulation of approximately 300 (j6gu 2009;

Somerville 2011: 890nyebadi 2008: )3

15.1. TheEast African Standard

According to various records tlieast African Standardvas started in the coastal town of
Mombasa by an Indian tradesman, A.M. Jeevanjeeder the title African Standard

Jeevaneebr ought in the paper 0¢Nzioka 208)t Thejpaperr nal i st ¢
catered for an audience of civil servants and lbeiness communityand was a strong

supporter of Settler ruéScotton 197h Two years lated e evanj eeds paper was
by the English partnership of Mayer and Anderson who changed its naBaestidAfrican
Standard,which marked the beginning tife European press in Kenya.1910 the paper

underwent two major change& followed the colonial government to Nairobi, which

became the <capital city and t heinracdeedatr yds c
daily editon on 24 May 1910Sgotton1975. Typically, the content of the paper largely

included happenings in Britain and appealed to the settler audience, echoing the tone of

other settler publicationsuch asMombasa Mailand Nairobi. In 1918 the East African

Standard Limited was incorpated as a public company with shares listed on the Nairobi

Stock Exchange. The paper had sister newspapers in neighbouring Uganda and Tanzania,

as wel as a sister Swahii weekBgaraza, which advocated African poltical activity

(Nzioka 20®).

The Stadard grew along with the colonial government, and was staffed by and published
for Europeans Ainslie 1966; Nzioka 208). Change in th&tandardo represenissues
pertinent toAfrican interests and worldsvas painstakingly slow even after independence.
Over the years thBtandardchanged handsepeatedlyunti Lonrhg a British firm with
diverse investments in Africaacquired it in 1967along with the television channel KTN

In 1975 The Standardnamed its first lack editor and changed its format from a
broadsheet to a tabloidVvhen Lonhro sold the newspaper the first chairman of the new

board was Mark Too, a close relation of former president VMimday he publication is

9



owned by a group of Kenyan businessmen and has since 2002 been viewed as an
oppodion newspaper and part of t he M@&omenillea20L) v 6 s bus
Additionally, it is available on the internetAt one time this media house publshed a

Kiswahii paper caledBaraza Besides th&tandardand KTN, this media house also

operates Radio Maisha which began broadacpst 2010.

1.5.2. The Daily Nation

The appearance of tHgaily Nationin 1960 presented the first real challenge to the

dominance of th&tandard The Daily Nationand its sister paper, tif&unday Nationare

part of the norgovernmentcontrolled Nation Media Group (NMGpwned by the Aga

Khan, leader of the Ismalli Islamic sewtho has extensive business interests in Kenya

The NMG is a publicly listed company with approximately 7500 shareholdéne. NMG

ako publishes a Kiswahili edition of the English daily in the form of the vernacular copy

Taifa Leo Taifa, with a daily circulation of 35,000 is an abridged version ofNgion

The same reporteggroduce copyfob ot h  of t he c(Bampralen 04 edi ti on
Both of the NMGDaly NatiomahdSanaay Nationas,well ashieFM

radio services aralso available on the internet.

The Nation is generally regarded awlatively independent and balancgizioka 20®;
Somervile 2011).The Daily Nation has overtakerthe Standardin terms of circulation

figures and remains the largest seling newspaper in East AizaokKa 2006).

1.6. Contemporary media landscape

Today Kenya has a higher literacy rate than many of its neighbours, wilveaaige of
above 70percent with some research suggesting levels as high age8&ent(Somervile
2011: 89; Onyebadi 2008).8Consistent with this Kenya has an active news media, with
four major daily newspapers, four weeklies and numerous radio angsitel stations
(Nzioka 20®: 12). It is notable thatadio is reckoned to béhe most popular medium for
attaining poltical information in Kenya, with 35.fercentof Kenyans accessing political
content from radio, followed by 2percentfrom newspapers and 25gercentfrom
television Onyebadi 2008:)8
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The liberalsation of the mediain Kenyap o st Kenyat t dappened at\dsilyi 0 s
different pacsin broadcast and print, with unclear and undeveloped regulatory policies

in the broadcast sector leaving it open to manipulation by politicians and investors who
sought to consolidate ownershi@dhiambo 202). The first private English language

FM station, Capital FMwaslicensed in 1996, folowed by the proliferation of other

Englsh and Swahili language stations. A Kikuyu language station, Kameme FM became
the first to break the state monopoly on local language broadcasting inA20@@l as

the Kenya Broadcasting Corporatidnowns new vernacular stations suchCasro FM,
aswell as some community broadcasterbese radio stations attracted large audiences,
and by 2007 had 2gercentof the radio market, compared with B8rcentheld by
mainstreamradios (Odhiambo 202).

The early 1990s were characterised by a proliferation of new entrants inponthenedia

rul e

sectorHundreds of privately owned dalternati veo

other towns The publicationswere relatively restricted in their readershipcused
mainly on political, religious and sexual content, and tended to highlight the poltical
causes of the ethnic groups of their owr@slhiambo, 202). Two content analyses of

these publications reveal an ethnic slanting of poltical stories, ehwdonflicts, public

appointment s, the management of crime and

t a g gBacsito angd Onditi 1998

In a 2007 national survey conducted by Amerbased International Republican
Institute (IRI), 83.7percentof Keryans believed their media to be free and accurate in
carrying out their reports, whie 80 gercentalso said they trust the media to fairly and
accurately report on governmentOrfyebadi 2008).In a 2006 African Media
Development Intiative Report by theBEB World Service Trust, it was suggested that
Kenyan citizens had become increasingly reliant on the media for vital information,
|l ending the news media more credibility
(Abdi and Deane2008: 3. Yet this contadicts the role attributed to the news media

during the 2007 elections, in which the news media were thought to have contributed to

11



escalating tensions. Given this shify study of this nature with its focus on the
relationship between the press coverage and Kenyan society in thelgotish violence

of 2007/8 is arguably of high relevance.

1.7. The news media and th&2007 elections

The Kenyan news media were considered relatively free to report on the 2007 election
(Somervile 201} In the aftermath of the pestection violence, they were not accused

of inciting hatred, but rather of faiing to prevent the dissemination of progagand
violent rhetoric being shared by polticiansSofnervile 201). There were also

all egations t hat tell do Ive eupy sto protessional and aethical i f a i |
st and &bdidand De&ne2008: 2). Some journalists accused their coleagues of
accepting and conveying paitbr hate materialspeaking to a widespread suspicion that
journalists were open to bribery and corruption during the elecfidiis.gave rise to an
unbalanced media environment in the aftermath of the elections, in which Kemgens
reportedly suspicious of mainstream media and preferred local vernacular, outiets

could perhaps suggest an awareness of the partisan (Bturerville 2011

During the crisis, social media emerged to play a crucial role in keeping Kenyaastab

of developments, particularly during the fday government induced ban on al lve
broadcasting, providing a platiorm for alternatve communication and engagement
(Makinen and Kura 2008 Information communication technologies (ICTs) are
identified as playingan important role in coordinating acton among Kenyans in three
varying forms, namelythe short message service (SM&mpaigns to promote violence,
blogs to challenge mainstream media narratives, and onlne campaigns to promote
awareness of uman rights violations Goldstein and Rotich 2008Kenyans turned to

their mobile phones to communicate employ®BlyIS to communicate and circumvent the

media ban and also, in January, send messages incitihng ethnic Baieednessage read:

AFell ow Kenyans, t he Ki kuyuos have stolen

them in a way t he {Goldsteindand Ratich 2@D8:).4In veaation,e nc e 0

anotherstated:AiNo mor e i nno denit be sked. kWeywil sldudgbrotteem

right here in the <capital city. For justice
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you rumbers to text this informatiam, 2008 Goldstein and Rotich 2008). 4A total of
119 incidents of hate speech, circulated through email, SMS, photos archtpub|
were reported to the Kenya Human Rights Commission, including ethnic hatred, use of

stereotypes, discrimination, inctement to violence and attacks on gender identity.

Whie some utlied the media fowiolent ends, there were instances of Kamy using

social media to draw attention to the conflict and uncover incidences of violence which
otherwise would have gone unreported by the mainstream press. In response to the
escalating violence and use of the news and social media for negative puigageup

of Kenyans launchedJshahidi an online platform aimed at drawing attention to the

violence erupting around the countréédldstein and Rotich 20081 Have No Tribe, a

site dedicated to faciltating constructive and unifying dialogue ark@mgyans, was also

launched following the escalation of violence, and featured anecdotes from Kenyans
pondering the statement Goldstein fard\Retchr20d8 t r i b e é | a

1.8. Structure of the study

Chapter Two wil establish the framework hat informs this study. The framework
comprises threestrands The first of these is cultural studieshis thesis investigates the

di scour ses articulated in the election <cove
general election, and the subject pamss they proposed. Consequently, the issue of
representation is central to this analysis. To analyse the various representations that
appeared in the newspapers requires a theoretical framework that incorporates
representation, production, identity awdliture and which also enables an understanding

of the role the press plays in society. Cultural studies is an appropriate theoretical
framework to inform this work both because of its rdifiiciplinary approach and its
conceptualising of representationnda culture. Being concerned with issues of
representation and identity and informed by the concept of power as productive and
therefore as constitutive of subjedidall 1997: 13, this thesis draws on the circuit of
culture and in particular wil focus othe moment of representation and its relationship to

production and identity.
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The secondstrand of theory, journalsm studiesis useful because it provides a link
between representation and identity, and the roles of the press in democratic societies.
Christian® (2009) formulation of the normative theories of the media prewidhree

ter analytical model which enables analysis at a phiosophical level (normative
traditions), poltical level (models of democracy) and at the level of media roles
(Christans 2009). Proposing four different roles the news media can play in democracy,

including the collaborative, monitorial, faciitative and radical, Christians artjugt the

press al ways takes on fAthe form awek colora

within whi ch it operatesao (2009:16) . The
are considered to be of specific relevance to this thesis as they most adequately draw on
and reflect the roles played by the news media during times of edeatiotlemocratic
societies.As far as | can confirm, whie attempts have been made to understand the role
the press played in relation to the violence, no simiar study has been carried out in

Kenya concerning this topic.

ChapterThree presentsan accounbf the methodologythat is employed in this study

critical discourse analysiSCDA). This study is located within qualitative epistemology

due toits constructionist positioninglt seeks to analyse the discourses articulated in the
news coverge of the 2007/2008 Kenyan elections as reported bRdilg Nationand

the Standardn response to the suggestitimat the violence, which has been described
along ethnic lines, was spurred on by the news media (Somerville 2011). While the news
media hag been implicated in fueling the tensions, the wilthe presdn this regard is

not yet clear (Somerville 2011.is therefore appropriate to examine the coverage and

the discourses articulated, particularly in relation to issues of ethnicity dteadnimnt.

The researchtherefore seeks to investigate the coverage of the two English daiies and the
subject positions they proposetith a particular focus on ethnicityA subtext to this

which informs this study is whether the dominant discourses lateiducan be said to

have contributed to the escalation of pelstction violence in their coverage of the

countryds 2007/ 2 BAnleBlectlg appreactadrawsebhaei crtciloonusg h 6 s

14
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threedimensional model of CDANd narrative analysi§T o d o r araties modela

Proppian character functions and k&t r auss 6 bi)nary oppositions

Chapter Fourcomprises adetailed analysis of the chosen frepege news articles and
editorials. Chapter Five presents the main findings of this reset@rcargue thathe two
dailieso di savowal of cont ext and ethnicity

collaborative with the Kenyan state.
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CHAPTER TWO: THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

2.1. Introduction

This thesis employsa poststructuralist approach,specifically a constructionist approach

as posited by Hal1997) in which representatiois understood tglay a central role in

meaning making. Recognising the publiand social character of language, the
constructionist appach operates from the premise that things in themselves do not

contain meaning It insists rather that i w e dneeandWwe constructmeani ngo using
representationasystems of concepts and sigfidal 1997 25). Prioritising the symbolic

practices and paesses through which representation, meaning and language operate, this

view maintains that the language system conveys meaning through repredeatngnd

concepts Kall 1997: 25.

The conventional view used t @and Inadural tworld,t 0t hin
that their material or natural characteristics are what determines or constitutes them, and

that they have a perfectly clear meaningside of how they are representetiall 1997

5). In this view representation as a process is of secondary importance, which enters into

the field only after things have been fuly formed and their meaning constituted.

Foll owing t he 60cul t ur arguedtoube produckédoonseuaed, r | me an
rat her t h an. Theis, mphe ysociad €oostructbrist approach, representation is

conceived as entering into the wvery constitution of things, with culture being
conceptualised as a prHam®d7yg. or O6constitutive

2.2. Cultural studies

Concerned with the generation and circulation of meanings in society, cultural studies in
Britain developed in reaction to t he d o mi n
proponents of cultural critcismMurdock 1989. Cultural studiesadvocates a view of
culture which incorporates idall the ways in
and express these wunderstandingso, thereby
rituals and social institutonsMiurdock 1989: 38 Seting itself up in opposition to high

culture and the notion of cultural eltism, cultural studies is concerned with culture as a
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key concept for understanding features of contemporary society, conceptualising culture

as a feature of the Ived practices ofesday lfe, which should be understood in

political terms Dahlgren 1997:52). From such aconstructivist perspectivgeople and

social institutions in specific historical circumstances are involved in an interwoven

process whereby culture is created,clwhn turn helps to produce and reproduce society

(Dahigren 1997: 50 Broadening its definition of culture to include the circulation of

values and meaning, this approach incorporates notions of power relations in its view of

0t r, which @ holds to nbbe determined solely by individuals, but as being located in
Acompl ex hierarchies and Dahgren 199d:e58 tnithisi cat i ons
sense a key theme within cultural studieso
social power Dahigren 1997).Thus , Acultur e, as a materiald.l
social institutions and practices, shapes subjectivity and social relsdfon@l relations

are Oalways alreadyd t heDahgne D987 54 n t of power

Conceptualisip of culture as a feature of the lived practices of everyday life, cultural
studiesprovides a fresh take on culture as the bearer of social poehigren1997).
Culture, for Hal | , i's akRput Fdbhawiedg mehaeni @ g ¢
in the social and human sciences, culture has become viewed more as a process and set of
practices, and is concerned with the produc
and taking of meaningo between members of a
culture depends on its participants interpreting meaningfuly what is happening around

them (Purvis and Hunt 1993and fimaking sense of the world
(Hall 1997: 2). Because things in and of themselves seldom have a fixed and ogchangi

meaning, it is the way we think and feel about them that ghvem meaninglt is the

frameworks of interpretation which individuals bring and hthwey represent things that

give them meaning.

Meanings are circulated through interactions as welhesugh the mass media, global
communication and complex technologies. Meanings organise and regulate our conduct
and practices, helping to set the rules, norms and conventions by which social life is

ordered and governed. In this way they are also whatethoho wish to govern and
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regulate the conduct and ideas of others seek to structure and Bhaye gnd Hunt
1993 Morley 199B).

2.3. The fcircuit of culture 0

The fdfcircuit of c du Gay (189§ jncorposmtesaadvievo af eukuald by
meaningmaking as a complex set of reciprocal psses and practices, as an ongoing

process. Operating less as a transmission fow from producer to consumer and more like

the model of a dialogue, meaningaking incorporates at least five major cultural
processesfor consi dering fAhow culture andCufnower i nt
and Gaither 2007 37). These includerepresentation, identity production, comgdion

and regulation (du Gay 1997). To swboredy an o
how it is represented, what social identities are associated with it, how it is produced and

consumed, and what mechanisms regulate its distribution aaddus&ay 1997: 3).

24. Representation

Representation const idrauit (Blad 1997: 1k Ay Hafarguese nt 0 i n
(1997: 15) representation S an essential
produced and exchanged bet ween members of i
language to culture (Hall 1997: 15). This process l@mpthe use of language, signs and

images which stand for or represent things (Hal 1997: 15). Two systems of
representation are involved, includinfystly, a system by which all objects, people and

events are correlated with a set of concepts or meetaksentations, equating to a

shared conceptual map, andecondly language (Hal 1997: 18). The first enables

individuals to give meaning to the world by constructing a set of correspondences or
chain of equivalences b et weae, nwhiet the segasdd a nd 0
depends on constructing a set of correspond
set of signs, organised into language which represent those concepts (Hall 1997: 19). The

relation bet ween it hi ngs 0 ,eart ofothec @qaucten o& n d sig
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meaning in language, and it is in the process of representation that these elements are
linked together (Hall 1997: 19).

2.5. Language

Central to culture and representation is language. Language is the medium through which

we fimake sense of thingsand in which meaning is produced and exchanged (Hall 1997:

19). For Hal | , ilanguage iis one of the Omed
are represented in a cultureo (Hall 1997: ]
common access to language. Thus language is key to meaning and culture and has always
been regarded as ithe key repository of cul
Within a constructivist approach, language constitutes material objects and social
practices as meaningful and inteligible; it also structures which meanings can or cannot

be deployed under determinate circumstances by speaking subjects. To understand

culture is to explore how meaning is produced through the signifying practices of

language within material and institutional contexidall 1997)

A central argument of cultural studies is that language is relational. Working from the
premise thatsigns have no direateference to @ independent object world but generate

meaning through tle relationships to other signs orgaed syntagmaticaly and
paradigmatically, it is argued that all cultural forms dae anal ysed 61l i ke a
Although meaning is formally undecided and unfixed, in social practice it is regulated

andtemporarily stabilsed into pragmatic narratives or discourses.

2.6. Foucault and discourse

The paradigm of cultural studies is increasingly informed My u c a notoh G

discourse.In his argument against structuralist theories of language that conceive of it as

an autonomous rule governed systdhgucault (197 focuses on the description and

analysis of discourse and their effects under determinate material and historical
conditons Barker 200). Discourse is wunderstood as da r

defines and produces objects of knowledge, thereby governing the way topics are talked
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about and p r a Barkec 2081 13. d-ordFowcaule distourge constructs,
defines and producesbjects of knowledge in an inteligble way whie at the same time
excluding other ways of reasoning as uninteligible. Foucault explored how particular sets
of ideas and practices have prevaied during particular historical periods by focusing on
how dicourse constructs the topic by governing instances and rules under which
statements are combined and regulated to form and defne a distinct feld of
knowledge/objects Barker 2001). He considered how fonadnesso,
A s e xailave ibeen concamlised and spoken about at different points in history (Hall
1997: 45 Foucault 1990; Foucault 2012Such statements give rise to certain kinds of
knowledge about the concepts, with the terms only existihg meaningfully within the
discourses about thenHdll 1997: 45). In this view, discourse is the production of
knowledge through languagé-qucault 1990; Foucault 201Rall 1997.

For Foucaul t, meaning does not exist Anatur
govern not only what can be saichder determinate social and cultural conditions but

also who can speak with authority, as wel as when and where (Purvis and Hunt 1993;

Barker 2001) Breaking from the Marxist theory of class interests and ideological

6di st orti o4udnceived-tb iink af power/knowdedge (Hall 1997: 48). Instead

of seeing power as functioning in a direct and repressive way, Foucault proposed that
knowledge is always an effect of power and is also implicated in the circumstances in

which knowledge is applied. ForoEcault, that power is able to define what counts as
knowledgei ®r mdite uit mportant than the question
contextual and historicised approach led to
of trut ho, a disoursigei fermation gustainihg it, rather than an essential or
absolute Atrut ho. Additionally, A umota u | t co
simply as coming from a specific source such as the sovereign, the state or the ruling

class (Foucault 190; Foucault 2012 This implies that power relations permeate all

levels of social existence and that all individuals are subject to it as power is exercised

through a netke organisation Foucault 1990; Foucault 2012
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Thus, in this sense power istrigerarchical; it has a capilary action which permeates the

body in how it is worn, felt and expressed, with subjects physically embodying what they
regard t o Thd body fist theu giteh of .disciplinary practices whiehables the

development of subjects, as theacticesare the result o$pecific historicaldiscourses of

medicine, sciencegcrime, punishment and sexualBarker 2001). Thus discourse is

understood as also embodied in physical subjects ewibit meanng, for example in

the professional attreand material practiceof journalists, doctors and lawyers who

embody what is perceived to be practices of professionalism in their ways of being in the

world. The permeation of power into the body is faciitatgdubderstandings and beliefs

of Atrut ho and in t he case of disciplines,
Foucault focused on the 6éobjects of the dis
it also constitutes subjects of the discoursehsas journalists who subscribe to particular
understandings of journalistic professionalisim. the case of the subject as produced

through discourse within the discipine of journalsm, journalistic practice the

newsroomare both the effect of and productive of themselvesn terms of whatcounts as

news filr ut ho and pareo doth spsodused adnd seproduced inside the
newsroom.The way journalists present and conduct themselveseanbodiments otheir

understandings of what it means to be arnjalst, which in effect is an articulation of

what constitutes their Atrut ho. Il n this sens
seeks to control, but S al so productive i
forms of knowledge and pradc e s di scour s pBoucautH8pl In this9 9 7 : 50
sense discourse is not a purely linguistic concept, but incorporates language

(representation) and practice (material actions) (Hall 1997: 44).

Crucially Foucault insists on the historicity ofdi scour s e, knowAedge an
discourse is6t rued within a specifi ¢ Folcaut 198 i c al CoO
Focusing more on how knowledge is produced through discursive practices in specific
institutional settings to regulate the condadt others, Foucault provides useful ways of
understanding the connections between subjectivity and the social order, as he unpacks

the notion of a subject and ilustrates how this is both constructed and affected by social

practices.
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Being deeply critia | of t he traditional conception
displace the subject from the privieged Enlightenment position in relaton to knowledge
and meaningRoucault 1980Hall 1997: 55; Barker 2000). Instead of viewing the subject

as an autammous and stable entity, the O6coreb
discourse, not the subjects who enact it, which produces knowledge and thus the subject
too (Hall 1997: 55). To this end for Foucault the subject is constituted within but is not
determined by discourse (Hall 1997: ;5%oucault 198D . Hence, At hi s

0 |

of

S

u

di scour se cannot be out si de di scour se, beca

1997: 55 Foucault 198D The historicising of discourse in this sense is accomparnied b

a historicising of the subject.

Subjectivities involve how individuals areonstituted as subjects throughyriad social
processesdn relation to one anothgBarker 2001) A subject, for Foucault (1977, 1979,
1980), isthe product of power manifestaadl those subjected to ([Barker 2001) Power,
as noted above, is not simply a negative mechanism of control lalgoiproductive of
the self. For example, the disciplinary power of schools, work cegaims, prisons,
hospitals, asylums and theiscoursesof sexualty produce subjectivity by bringing
individuals into view Barker 2001) And simiarly journaliss are brought into view

through similar processes.

Although Foucault was concerned with hegemonic discourses at particular moments in
time, such as capitalism and modernity, he argues that there is never a singular discourse
at play, rather, there is always an element of contestation and of resisting discourses
propagated by the plural subject. Subjects in this sense are not singules; ewtitier

they participate and negotiate in various, sometimes contesting discourses, in an array of
ways. Thus, in the case of a study of the discourses of madness, punishment or sexualty,
statements about the topics, the rules which prescribe certgm @f speaking about

these topics and exclude other ways, t he

6s

knowl edge about the topic acquired aut horit
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within institutions for dealing with the subjects and acidedgement that a different

discourse on the topic wil arise, are necessary.

As a great deal of Foucaultés wor k i s con
discipline and t he production of Ssubjects
highlights the effects statements have on knowledge and rules which prescribe what is
Asayabl eo or i t1880n.k a b-rloauc a ( IFtodusc a wlotr k shows
systems are essential to the processonmalsation the distribution of categories around

a caitral norm and thus to the production of a range of subjBetdkér 2001). Particular

discourses or state of knowleddermedthe epistemeby Foucault may appear across a

range of texts and in forms of conduct across society, which when referring santiee

object and sharing a similar style, belong to the same discursive formation (Hall 1997:

44).

2.7. The roles of the news media in democratic societies

The relationship between the news media and democracy has been widely debated
(Athaus 2012 McNair 2000; McCombset al 1997 Golan and Wanta 200QXKiousis,

McDevitt and Wu 200p In a democracy, the news media ideally provide surveilance of

the sociepoltical environment reporting developments likely to affect the welfare of
cttizens, faciitate diaigue across a diverse range of views, as well as between power
holders and mass publics, provide mechanisms for holding officials to account for how

they have exercised power, and respect the audiences abiity to make sense of their
poltical environment (Gurevitch and BRimler 1990:2526). Due to the focus on
representation and identity, this thesis incorporates Chr&tidmsnative Theories of the

Press (2009) as productive in considering the functions of the news media and
highlighting the significanceof the news media in democratic societiddnlke the
positivist epistemol ogy t hat presumddenr gpmen s t he
approaches tgournalism, this thesis ascribes to a view of the news media as active
participants in the conflict cyel, and not a ndetached, unobtr
2006: 2).
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|l deas about the mediads normative potenti al
fourth estate, which viewed the media as the fourth power that provides counterbalances

and checks on thexecutive, legislative, and judicial branches of governmant.

emphasis on the mediabds social responsibilit
Freedom of the Press (also known as the Hutchins Commission) in 1947 marked the

beginning of its potential advocacole, which developed out of increasing
disillusionment with its inability to fisolve
(Christians  2009: 5).

Following these developments, and partially informed by the findings of the Hutchins

Commission, SieberReterson and Schramm (1956) publisieaur Theories of the

Press which provided a Areflection about the
the press systems are |linked to different p o
2009:4). Introdung the authoritarian, libertarian, social responsibility and soviet

concepts of what the press should be and=dar Theoriesvas widely considered a

seminal piece of work in an area where there had not yet been a widely accepted

account f o potertiah ®le iMmsociety.aHbwever, its historically and

contextually based approach has been increasingly challenged for its seeming lack of

relevance to contemporary society and for being constrained by the ideology and

historical circumstances of itscieption. Such critiquesrgue that Four Theories

focused on normative theories which lasificient explanation as thegre based on

how things shouldbe and do not necessarily relate to how thiags (Christians 2009).

Major technological developmentfargely a result of the 1980s discovery of the

potential of international cable and satelite transmission, and the beginning of
innovation in the use of computers for communication, have contributed to major shifts
in the news media, which are unaccodnter in Four Theories Christians 2009. In

addition significant societal polticadeological shifts away from social responsibility

in media governance towards deregulation and entrepreneurial growth, which gave rise
to deregulation and privatisatiolmecoming the driving forces in communications and
media from the midl980s onward, have contributed to increased criticism of the

relevance and applicability of Four Theories to contemporary so€iisans 2009
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These shifts have posed serious gmestfor communication researchers and educators
which Four Theorieshas no longer able to answ&eveloped in a Western setting and
arguably assuming a linear approach to development, this approach has since been

challenged and criticised for beigyalid and ethnocentric Ghristians 2009

More recently, whie a range of theories have been suggested over the years, including
Western, third world, communist and developmental models in an attempt to encompass
the changing global poltical landscape, iredamental problem with many of these

media models is their seemingly prescriptive naiutkat is, they try tgrescriberather

than todescribesocial phenomenaCfristians 200pQ

Steering clear of historicising their approach by rather providing different levels of

generality, Normative Theoriesutlines various tendencies that can combine into many

institutional forms then applied to types of historghilosophical traditons ahmedia

roles (Christians 2009: 18). In attempting t
media appear in widely different forms and serve different purposes in different
countries?0, the authors emphasi samdthathat each
the different types of normative traditions, models of democracy and roles of media

falling under each respective analytical l ev
understanding rather than sets of fixed locations limiting actual pheaommen ( Chr i st i ans
2009:16).The media roles practised by fimedia 1inst
are typically composites of different and so
2009: 17). Christiar@sframework is significant in relation tohe pressingissues facing

democratic societies including:

... the critical role of communications media that has to be fulfilled

independently of vested interests and established institutions; and the

collaboration or not of media with authority. (2009:30)
Christansetalar gue t hat -chamatelisesadnnunaber ioforaltionships in
which the media wilingly, sometimes evennt husi asticall vy, particip
2009:197) . While the media c¢amoweorhthsadwa at e w

nonstate actors and civl society organisations, its collaboration with the state is of
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centralf ocus to this study because the fAstate ca
ways thatf undamental ly alter the 200107 of everyd
According to the authors, for the collaborative role to exist, the relationship between the

media and the state should be dAbuilt on mut u
mutually agreeable means and endses ((AMWr9ibs:ti a
160-162) understanding of the conditons of collaboration, three main strands are

emphasised including collaboration as compliance, as acquiescence aaogHance

(Santos 2012; Held 1995: 161). Compliant collaboratian result from coeraip apathy

on the part of the media, and tradition justified on the basis of history and oisdim

1995:161). Acquiescent collaboration on the other hand results from pragmatic and

instrumental considerations wherein such cooperation is inevitable efod us

respectively. Lastly, the media accepts to collaborate for practical and normative reasons.

The term monitorial is defined as referring
of people, conditions, and events, and of potentially relevant soarées i nf or mat i ono
and also the mediads evaluation and interpre
relevance, significance, and reigning nor mat
(Christians 2009: 140). Based on an understanding of an early moahebition in

which the news media intervene between events and sources on the one hand, and

members of the public on the other, the monitorial role reflects much of the model of

professional journalism and n particul ar, t he ticalws medi ads
campaigns and elections. Its potential contribution to the democratic poltical process

rests on the notion of the monitorial citizénindividuals who actively seek information

in order to participate in the democratic poltical process (Christad89: 140). In

their monitorial role, the news media act in conjunction with a body of social actors

providing them with a resource essential to the practice of democracy, acting as a link

between (government) policymakers and the public in roles suofoamser and

educator, advocate of polcy and critic. This is of particular relevance during a poliical

campaign and election period, as wil be evidenced in the analysis of the role.

Historically the tension beftipaboeis Oneutral & n

evidenced in the monitorial role as journalists embark on their work. In line with notions
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of journalistic professionalism which have developed over time, most ascribe to the role
of neutral reporter in their capacity as informer, which is suegd by values of
6objectivitybo. With one of the criteria
the public, the monitorial role overlaps somewhat with the press role of watchdog or
guardian of the public interest, with monitorial actvity eexing into investigative

reporting (Cottle 2006; Ettema and Glasser 1998; Thompson 2008 role is not

without its challenges, and Christians idesgifclaims to confidentiality and economic

interest in protecting certain information, the commergigperative in media

for

operations, media obsession with o6dramatic n

personalties as some of the barriers to the performance of the monitorial role
(Christians 2009:152156).

The idea of the facilitative role is to prosidnformation which enables citizens to lead a
more actively engaged life which, by providing information and acting as a forum for

public debate, enaldehe media to play a catalytic role in the facilitation of a public

sphere Christans 200p The fadi i t at i v e role is designed o
active <citizenship by alsa fyfilliogfacdo@lbflndto;m and part
during election time and thus forming part of the analysis (Chris@0®@2 158). In
performing the faciitat ve r ol e, At he media promote dial ocg
viewers through communication that engages them and in which they actively
participateo (Chri st i anapproZhh &S pulti 8) . An exan

journalism and is concerned with imporating readers and community members as
participants in poltical processes such as those involved during a national election.
Ideally, in their capacity as facilitators, the news media should incorporate grass roots
sources rather than continue a prgation with elte sources, and provide a voice to
those marginalised as a result of poverty, gender, ethnic or political tensions to enable
their views and experiences to become part of mainstream public debate and to enable
political (campaign) issue® teach them on the periphery of sociefie radical role is

not included here as it is not relevant to this body of research.
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2.8. Reporting on elections

The news meridgitinegs Dtlemoeritie elections has been argued to comprise

one of tsmost significant functions (McCombs and Shaw 137y andMcCombs

2004 Kiousis and McComb2004;Walgrave and Van Aelst 2006). The news media

define issues of importance on the public agenda through their reports on campaign

actvities, and their behawr is intimately connected with the perceptions of poltical

environments, the shaping of publc agenda issues, and the casting of votes (McCombs

and Shaw 1972Tan and Weaver 20Q0KcCombs and Bell 1996). Typically, media

involvement during elections aps three main areas including the function of poltical
candidatesd name recognition or reinforcemen

i ssues (Ghanem 1997) and highlighting candi

With the increasing reaabf the news media, particularly during election time, the lack of
direct access to poltical candidates and a heavy reliance on media reports to inform

them, voters are argued to rely increasingly on news coverage of the events and issues of
election campgns. As such, a successful media campaign is thought to have a large
bearing on the outcome of the electioneering prodes®lation to the USAPatterson

(1980: 3) argues:

Todayods presidential campaign i s aessentia
the mass media entirely determine what h a
exaggeration to say that, for the large majority of voters, the campaign has litle
realty apart from its media version.
Mc Combs and Shawo6s br eakpelHiloNothhCardneudy of t he
presidential elections is often cited as the best example of investigating the potential role
and influence of the news media during poltical campaigns and ele¢titecSombs and
Shaw 1972)Finding correlations between issues highlighted by the news media and
what wundecided voters considered to be the n
foreground the news media as a facilitator of a learning process, especialy during
elections (1972). &h processes are suggestive of the potential means of influence of the
news on what issues or characteristics get covered, known as-agéntta Protess and
McCombs (1991: 149) argue:
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Nowhere is the agenesetting influence of the media more cleaoly consistently
shown than in the research on poltical campaigns. Studies indicate that news
coverage of elections often influences what the public and candidates themselves
come to view as the important issues of the campaign.
Agendasetting offers an g@lanation of why information about certain issues, and not
others, is made available to the public in democratic societies, how public opinion can be
influenced, and why certain issues are addressed through policy actions whie others are
not. The centralidea in agenda setting is that the media represent a powerful force in

shaping what the publiconsider to béhe principal issues of the day.

Limited by time and space, news organisations often have to select a handful of stories,
leaving dozens of poteal stories off the agenda, as news selection forms a central part
of editorial practice. Defined as a set of issues that are communicated in a hierarchy of
importance at a point in time, a news agenda reflects topical issues at a giveAntime.
issue corprises a social problem, often confictual, that receives media attention
(McCombs 1997)That an issue always involves confict of some kind means that
agendasetting is inherently a poltical process with attention given by the news media,
the public andpotential polcymakers to some issues and not others (Dearing and Rogers
1996: 2). Operating largely through repetition, the news media define issues of
importance on the public agenda via the cumulative effect of media messages about an
issue. The proceswhereby such messages are selected and conveyed is known as
framing, which according to McCombs involves trensmission of salience, in which

the fAinews media influence the salience or pr

come tocommand pubi attentiono (McCombs 1997: 433) .

Described as fAthe central organising idea fo
suggests what the issue is through the use of selection, emphasis, exclusion, and
elaborationo media fr anmdakpartofte prodess thgigh to con
which issues gain prominence on the public/news agenda (Tab&8dd 3). The

perspectives and frames that journalists employ draw attention to certain attributes of the

objects of news coverage, as well as to the objbetsselves. Entman (1993: 52) argues

that:
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to frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more

salient in a communicating text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem

definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluatiemd/or treatment

recommendation for the item described.
Within the constructivist approach that this research is grounded in, framing plays an
important role in the construction of meaning. These processes of meaning making
involve constructions which ashaped by both the producers and consumers of news
media. As such, framing research provides a potential link between production and
reception processes and idealy examines how journalists employ frames in the
construction of news stories, how the s®raticulate the frames and how audience
members interpret the frames by focusing on the ways in which frames organise news
stories and other discourses by their patterns of selection, emphasis, interpretation and
exclusion. Consequently, framing can h&l&d as a strategy of constructing and
processing news discourse or as a characteristic of the discourse itself (Pan and Kosicki
1993: 57).

In considering the effects of framing within the poltical sphere, it is important to note
that framing of issuesnd events does not develop in a poltical vacuum but has been
suggested to be shaped by the sponsoring of multiple social actors, including poliicians,
social movements and organisations. Given the significance of resources during poltical
campaigns, foexample, framing contests often favour poltical el§&stin 1980;

Kelner 1990; Tuchman 1978).

A frameds ability to dominate news discourse

0
sponsor6s economic and cul turjaumnalstce sour ces, i
practices, the practices themselves, and the
values. Because the distribution of political, economic, and cultural resources shapes

frame sponsorship and framing contests, studying the constructieealityf through

framing should involve an examination of power.
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2.9. The news media and conflict

The news mediads ¢ oV e-reacgrg impli€atioosofor hdw c t can ha
individuals understand their place in the world. In increasingly modernseetiess with

ever increasing media reach, many milions of individuals around the world are

completely reliant omvolutions incommunication technologies which provide up to the

minute updates during times of conflict. These technological evolutionevidely

considered to have significantly altered the conduct of confict, warfare, and confiict

resolution (Robinson 2@&). Compared to previous years, people today know much more

and much sooner about developments in international relations.

In recent yess it has become widely recognised that conflict coverage, whether

intentionally or not, has its own significant impacts on conficts themselves, and on the
policy and politics surrounding them (Gilboa
the media & not mere observers but are simultaneously the source of intelligence, a
combatant, a weapon, @48}t lanclgand McGaldrickd aldmat t | ef i e

point out that reporting on war now constitu

wars aref o ug h't as much through the mé&dia as they

As suggested by the impact R&dio Television Libre de Mille CollindRTLM) and

other vernacular radio stations in Rwanda during the unprecedented 1994 violence, the
news media can incite people toward violence. In Kenya, many local radio stations have
been implicated in fuelling the 2007/2008 pelction violence by bexlcasting

inlammatory songs and messages on vernacular radio stations. Journalst Mike Pflanz,
reporting for theBritish Daily Telegraphandirish Independentotes that there was

gr owi ng evi dfiled breadcasts didve pourea fued ontherd Kenyad s

poste|l ection killings and contributed to et hni

2011 2). As these examples suggest, the news media can also play antidemocratic roles,
contributing to democratic decay rather than pdagding by fuellng existing tensions
through their coverage, taking sides, sowing fear and diision, reinforcing prejudices, and
spreading haffruths. This tendency is clearly articulated by Barcied in Rhodes
Journalism Review2008: 51):
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History provides us with meultitude of examples that show the abilty of
journalists, from behind the shelter of their microphones or pens, to incite hatred,
provoke violent mass movements, voluntarily manipulate information in the
service of warmongering strategies, and, moreless consciously or perversely,
create the roots of deep divisions within society.
Given the antidemocratic roles played at the time by the news media in recent years,
contemporary conflict reporting has come under increasing criticism mainly for its
tendency for shallow reporting and sensationalism during times of cofenda 2008;
Lynch and McGoldrick 2005b)rhe founder of peace studies, Johan Galtung makes a
distinction between war/violence journalism on the one hand, and peace/conflict
journalism @ the other with most journalism from confict areas being presented as a
battle between two combatants both after the same(lggath and McGoldrick 2005b)
In many cases the focus is predominantly on violent events, elite sources asdnzero

reporting.

That the news media have more often than not been thought to encourage conflict rather

than quell it is no accident according to scholar Gdifsfeld (1997; 2004) who

outines four news valuepreferred by news organisations including immediacy, drama,

simplicity and ethnocentrism. Lee and Masi@p05: 11Jal so poi nt out that f
coverage of conflict, including the reporting about war is grounded in the notion of

conflict a.s a news valueo

Media coverage of conficts is decided by various factors, most of which have nothing to

do with humanitarian needs, for example geographic proximity to western countries,

costs, logistics, legal requirements. visas, risk to journalists, relevance tational

interest and news attention cycl@glditionally, with so many oigoing and potentially

violent conflicts in the world today, it usually takes more than warnings from

humanitarian nongovernmental organisations (NGOSs) to get the international med
interested in simmering conflicts. ASince co
violence is wunlikely to boost ratings, t hese
133). These values understandably make it challenging to use the newasfonguiace,

as they usually tend toward favouring violence. Dramatic images ofgpidad human

suffering are considered by many journalists and media houses to sell better than pictures
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of United Nations troops quietly performing ped@eping efforts.International news

channels and newspapers pay minimal attention to the successes of preventive
democracy, usually Dbecause these are invisib
not hing happens and this makes suRat¢tbses fiar
trigger event such as an exodus of refugees or a massacre is usualy required and the

crisis must be photogenic and dramatic: a short bloody war is better than a drawn out

st al e(dakabeern2000: 133).

2.10. War or peace journalism

History has shown that the news media can incite people towards violence (Bratic and

Schirch 2007: 7; Kempf 2007). Today, thee d i ad6s | mpact on the escal
more widelyrecogmedt han t he me di a-Buikdingi Impnaattetmption peace
rethnkj our nal i smés role in times of conflict, [
Galtung presented the idea of peace journalism in the 1€6e(2006; Lynch and

Mc Gol drick 2000) . Differentiating between | o
Gatungdescri bes the for mer as comprising a jou
battl e, as a sports @&y €eactors oringleaate ait or circu
confict, poltical parties involved, are usualy reducedtotamjar e ficombat ant s i
sruggle to i mp ®&s)eHe subgesisrthe ggmoding dsandefl @nahat of

a miitary command, including information on who advances, who capitulates short of

their goals, with losses being counted in terms of numbers kiled or wounded and

material damage. This reporting, prevalent in the news media, encouragessanzero
perspective and draws on sports reporting, i
only thi®go (2006

Working from the premise that the news media tend to repocbnfict in ways that

escalate tensions and contribute to a-z2eom por tr ayal of events, Ga
reconceptuadation of journalism offers an alternative: journalism as part of the solution

rather than the problem (Nohrstedt and Ottosen 2@i8akng with traditional

journalistic codes, peace journalism advocates a view of journalism as potential peace

maker and force for change (Lynch and McGoldrick 20Bremised on the notion of

confict resolution as one of its recognised values which comipowsalism with peace
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as an external aim, peace journalism aims to promote conflict resolution, reconstruction

and reconciliation much like the facilitative role outined abo{@hinar 2007: 1).

For Galtung, the news media have a responsibipgyticularly during times of conflict,

to report in such a way as to encourage and facilitate fmadag (2006: 4; Blasi

2004). Noting that the media prepare, Afconsc
dramatic choiceo, dbalofrespansildyd nm whick jouenalistsa j our n
and editors make conscious choices for the promotion of pw@ceed content (2006:

4). For Lynch and McGoldrick, this means conscious choices on the part of the editorial

staff, including journalists and ¢alis, to report on news in ways that encourage nuanced
understandings and namlent responses to conflict (2005). One of the ways this is

encouraged is through the inclusion of a range of sources, which encourage a muiti

dimensional and nuanced view ainfict as a complex phenomenon involving a range of

social actors and sometimes, a multiplicity of issues. Conventional confict reporting can
exacerbate the zesum game portrayal as it usualy favours elte sources and limits the

amount of sources tane or two. Peace journalism, by contrast, seeks to include a range

of voices and preferably those on the ground, to enable as broad an understanding of the

issue as possible. In practice, peace journalism is pw#seed, truthoriented, people

orientedand solutiororiented, while war journalism by comparison is sea@ented,
propagandariented, eliteoriented and victorpriented (2006). As such, for Galturige

premise of peace journalism is to expand the confict discourse to inGhaeeful

outcanes and processes, making peace perspectives digRe8 4).

To be sure, peace journalism has received a fair amount of criticism, mainly for being a

naive form of realismandfor faling to address the realties of daily news production

cycles and deands (Dente Rost al 2011). Criticism wielded against peace journalism

centres on the structural incompatibility of valuesmafinstream journalism, namely

objectivity, neutrality and detachmerBBC correspondent David Loyn (2003) argued

that peace jrnalism could compromise the integrity of journalists and their role as
observers. AOur task is always to seek to fi

baggage. If there is confict resoluton we report on it in context. We do not engaged in it
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According to Wolfsfeld (1997: 67):

There is an inherent contradiction between the logic of a peace process and the
professional demands of journalists. A peace process is complicated; journalists
demand simplicity. A peace process takes time todurdold develop; journalists
demand immediate results. Most of a peace process is marked by dull, tedious
negotiations; journalists require drama. A successful peace process leads to a
reduction in tensions; journalists focus on conflict. Many of the sigmifi
developments within a peace process must take place in secret behind closed
doors; journalists demand information and action.

This criticism extends to the extensiveustural constraints journalists face on a daiy

basis including limited personndlme and material resources, editorial procedures and
hierarchies, textual constraints, availability of sources, access to information, heavy time
pressure, limitedresources and tight competitoembodying wiat Fawcett calls the
Aconstr ai nthenegws taé tnwnmder to mdke use of thvin-winbé frames in
conflict, one needs to address ttmvpr of these discursive structures, as well as the
power of the poltical and professional cultures within which journalists op@(2@02:

221) To claim an alternate reality for journalists within this space is simply unfeasible,

according to such scholars.

Some critics have gone so far as to suggest that the aspirations of peace journalism are
simply those of g ogwidosufigient backhgeolnd sifonmation moc | udi ng
conficts, to allow rivalling parties a voice, include a range of sources and report on the

atrocities of warLuostarinen 2002: 283However, to simply dismiss these ideas would

be to endorse business as us@ien the extasive criticism of conventional reporting,

it is perhaps helpful to have an alternative to consider.
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH APPROACH AND METHODS

3.1. Introduction

This thesis seeks to analyse the discourses articulated in the news coverage of the
2007/2008 Kenyan elections as reported byth#dy Nationand theStandard It has

been suggested that the violence, which has been described along ethnic lines, was
spurred on by the news media (Somerville 2011). Itis therefore appropriate to examine
the coverage and the discourses articulated, particularly in relation és isathnicity

and identity. This chapter outines the research design and approach underpinning this
study by first outiining the research question, providing an overview of qualitative
research methodology, describing the sampling used, outiningalcdiscourse analysis

as the chosen method for this tbssed study and giving a brief description of the

analytic strategies used in the textual analysis.

3.2. The research question

The research question motivating this studyhaw did the press cokegge relate to the
occurrence of violence in Kenya during and after the elections? To this end, | focused on
the coverage of two newspapers and narrowed my research question to: how did the

Daily Nationand Standardvariously cover the electionsPhe subtext to this question

which informs this study i probehow the dominant discourses articulat#fie issues of
ethnicity that underpinned the violence that occurred along ethnic lines. In other words,

can themanstream Kenyan press be said to have cattib to the escalation of pest

election violencethrought hei r coverage of the coomtryds
alternatively what discursive work did they do in that confedthis research incorporates

the view that omission to address pressing issues must be understood as a consequence of
processes of considered selection and construction on the part of the producers of the
messageThese questiongreinvestigatedby explorirg the nature of the coverage in the

Daily Nationand Standarddrawing on qualitative methods as outlined below.

To explore this question, this research critically analfke discourses articulated in the

two English dalles, with a particular focus osues of representation and identity. As
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discussed in Chapter Two, this research is informed by the argument that the news media
play a critical role in democratic societies, particularly during times of national elections
and confict. Therefore this analg seeks to understand the ways in which the Kenyan
news media reported on the elections and subsequenrtlpotkin violence with a view

to understanding the role played by the press at this time as wel as the subject postions
proposed in the coverag&he two newspapers were chosen given their prominence as

the leading English daiies in Kenya, and because they provide a platform for discourses
to be analysed.

3.3. Qualitative methodology

Posttioned within the poststructuralist understanding of tmstoucted nature of media
representations, this analysis draws on qualtative research methods to explore the media

coverage and the subject posttions proposed in the Kenyan 2007/2008 general election

and the ensuing peslection violence. Rooted inthee | i ef t hat fAsoci al p h
discursively constitutedo?o, constructionism e
they are, that they could be different, and

2008:110). Thisinterpretive approach to soai research is concerned with understanding
peopleds perspectives, | i ved -meakipgewhieences and
retaining a view of meaning as an ongoing creative process of producing and maintaining

systems of meaning and value (Babbie Bralton 2001: 28; Christans and Carey 1989:

356). Qualtative research relies on contextual understandings of social phenomena,

requiring an understanding of the social, cultural and historical contexts that influence
peopleds I|ives ( BMguoa 2001Conrhed wihaspebiic easea n

studies such as the one under review in this analgssitative research aims to provide

in-depth descriptions and understandings of evantghich phenomena are viewed

holistically (Babbie and Mouton 2001).
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3.4. Sampling

Concerned with the discourses articulated and the subject positions proposed in the
coverage of the Kenyan 2007/2008 general election, this analysis drawsnemwshe
coverage in theveeks leading up to and immediately after the elecfidre time frame
serves todelneata s peci fiocc asmeo nsetnutddy i n Kenyabs
portal for exploring many related issues of representation, ethnicity, nationalism and
confict. The period under analysis, the six weeks that includeeldlation campaigns, the
vote and ensuing poslection violence,effectively enablesa case study which allows for
deeper understanding of the elements involved. Whereas the findings may not be
generalisable given the specificity of the period under sisalfhis analysis aims to add
value to the understanding the role of ghessin fueling existing political tensions
through ther treatmentof various ethnic, national and clasased identitiesan area in

which there has been minimal research.

Purposre sampling was employed in the selection of which articles and editorials to
analyse for this researchhe period under review comprisestotal of 1Qtexts,

consisting ofront page news storidsatured in theDaily Nationand theStandardas

well aseditorials related to the election$he sample includes fowditorials from the

Daily Nation two editorials from th&tandard one front page news story from thaily
Nationand three front page news stories from $ttendard These articles are listed in
Appendix :10.The range of articles covers the official start of the campaigns on 3
December 2007, and runs until 15 January 2008, when theelposbn violence started
to subside as a r esul tntervertions.Chapter Foart | o na l
comprises the 10 critical discourse analyses of a combination of editorials arphfjent
news articles from th®aily Nationand Standardwhich constitute this study. The texts
for analysis comprise six editorials and four frpage news articles, and represent both
publications equally, with five sourced from each newspaper. Specifically, this includes
four editorials and one news article from faily Nation and two editorials and three
front-page news articles from ti#&tandard The news articles and editorials have been

selected for they are concerned with key moments of the extended narrative of the
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elections as narrated in these newspapers, during both thengrpostelection periods

and therefore form an appropricgample of the way both tiles covered the elections

Within the sixweek period, the purposively sampled articles for this analysis include:

Daily Nation Standard

1 Daily Nation 2007.Nip poll violence in the bud 4
once Dec 310. (ediorial)

2 Standard 2007.Why a win is

a must Dec 71. (news)

3 Daily Nation (2007)Violence: ECK should have

acted soonerDec2610. (editorial)

4 Daily Nation (2007)D-Day: You decide. It's not

war, it's only an electionDec 271. (editorial)

5 Standard (2007)Your vote,
your choice Dec 271.
(editorial)

6 Daily Nation (2007)Chaos as Kibaki sworn.in
Dec 311. (news)

7 Ongiri, 1. 2008. acted under
a lot of pressure, says
Kivuitu. StandardJan 21.

(news)
8 Daily Nation (2008)Saveour beloved country
Jan 31. (editorial)
9 Standard (2008)Save our
beloved country Jan 3t.
(editorial)

10 | Standard (2008)A slow start in search for peace

Jan 41. (news)
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Figure 1.Chronological list of articles and editorials that comptize sample of this
study.

3.5. Critical discourse analysis

Premised on the constructivist approach to representation and the role of the media

discussed in Chaptdwo, this thesis emplay critical discourse analysis (CDA) to

establish the discourses articulated in[E@ly Nationand theStandardn relation to

class, race and ethnicity (Purvis and Hunt 1993; Richardson Z0@&/7)CDA dravg on
Faircloughos three ddesdentsal amalyss] an amahdie of whi c h i
discursive practices and social analysis (Janks ;JRieBardson 2007). At the micro

level of analysis this thesis empdoinguistic strategies as outined by Fairclough

(Fairclough 1989; Richardson 2007) aiahks(1998) whie at the macro level of

analysis narratival and rhetorical tools, as advocated by Richardson (2007) and

Siverstone (1999areemployed, thus enabling a holistic approach to the analysis.

As a textual approach, CDA links linguistic and sociadlgsis to analyse the discourses

being articulated(Wood and Kroger 2000; Richardson 2007). CDA is concerned with

social problems, and retains a focus on the linguistic character of social and cultural

processes and structures (Richardson 2007). Power relations are a central tenet of this

approach, and C®is concerned tanalyse powewithin discourse and power over

discourse (Richardson 2007). Society, culture and discourse are dialectically related and
inextricably Jlinked, as fisociety and culture
constiutedi scourseo (Richardson 2007: 26) . CDA i
in use, should be viewed as a form of social practice, a dialecticaWayaelationship in

which the discursive event shapes and is in turn shaped by situations, instianns

social structures (Fairclough akdodak2005.CDAi s i nterpretative as,
analysis implies a systematic methodology and a relationship between the text and its

social condition, ideologies and powetations (Wodak 1996: 17 onsistent with
Foucaultds ¢ onc escurseswart omy bbe understoodiincrelatioy o thei

context, as they are historical.

40



Based on the premise that language use contributes to the reproduction of social Iife, and
subsequently to the perpetuation ofjinea |l i t i es, CDA fAiseeks to hav
practice and social relationshipso, particul
relationships of disempowerment, dominance and discrimination (Richardson 2007: 26).

This also involves analysing &m in relation to production, reproduction or contestation

of social inequalities (Richardson 2007: 2&) CDA is primarily concerned with power

relations and making visible the seemingly invisible power dynamics (Titsatekr

Jenner2000: 151). To this red Aguestions of power are of ce¢
ideol ogi es may have an effect on each of the

consumption and understanding of discourse (Titsemet Jenne2000: 15).

Crucially, becabeeréamnebkbidt Yyutandeewér di scour
tself that has become the object for enquiry and analAulifs and Jorgense2002:

21). Certain discourses are privieged over others, reinforcing some at the expense of

others. As noted in Chaptdivo, there are always plurality of discoursesn contestation

to secure meaning, with some being giyarecedencever others and entrenching

themselves as hegemonic discourses.

36.Fai r ¢l o u gliménsionat imadel e

Conceptualising CDAastheanal ysis of relationships bet we
and the wider social cul tur al structuresao, F
method of undertaking CDA including the three dimensions of text, discursive practice

and social practiceF@iclough 1999. In order to fuly engage with and understand texts,

Fairclough argues, it is necessary to analyse it at the level of its form and function, how it

relates to processes of production and consumption, and lastly the relation of this to the

broader social context in which the text existsafclough 1999 Based on the idea that

texts exist in relation to one another and in relation to the social context, thisstdpee

approach, with its micro and maefmcus, enables an analysis of how dissoer fir el at e s

to and is implicated in the (re)production of social relatibnzarticularly unequal,

Il niquitous and/or discriminatory power relat

includes textual analysis, which involves the analysis of propositionsy they are
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structured, combined and sequencadalysis ofdiscursive practicesof production and

receptionsuch that the analysis shiteeyondmerely textual analysisandanalysis of the
textoscufis ac iad practiceo orhislmasheenlprodeced/ i r on me r
and consumed (Fairclough 1995: 57).

3.7. Textual analysis

Textual analysis involves analysis of the text itself and inclugiisention to micretextual
elements. Linguistic approaches foregrowmtabulary, grammar, syntax and sewe
coherene (Philips and Jorgense@2002), whie mulimodality approaches include

attention to the grammar of imagery teréss 199% According to Fairclough (1995),

one has to consider two major aspects when saimghtexts, including thestructuring of
proposttions (the representation of individuals and other social actors and the clauses
representing actions, processes and events) and the combination and sequencing of
propositions (concerning the orgation of the clauses into a struetd whole)

(Richardson 2007: 46The latter constitutes the macro level of analysis and to
interrogate the combination and sequencing of propositions, given to the larger narrative
and/or arguments presented.tid¢ macratextual level this analysis inobdes analytic
strategiesdrawn from Cultural and Media Studies, specifically narratival analysis
informed by the approaches Bfopp, Todorov and Lestrauss Rhetorical analysis

explores what arguments are put forward by the newspapers particularly rooigce

identity and representation, and linguistic analysis (Richardson 2007: 47). The following

section expands on the models of analysis employed in this research.

3.7.1. Models of narrative analysis

Todorovds narrative model

Todorov proposes that evenarrative comprises five stages, which include a state of
equilbrium; disruption of the equiibrium by an external force; recognition of the
disruption; an attempt at restoring the inttial equiibrium; and lastly, a return to an altered

equiibrium @Wigston 200). This model is useful in that it helps to uncover the
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privileged posttion in that its portrayal of the inttial equilbrium speaks to the discursive
positioning of the narrative, and what it favours (Prinsloo 2009). Consequently, the
framing of thedisruption suggests what the narrator considers to be problematic (Prinsloo
2009).

Proppian character functions

Viadimir Propp developednaapproach to studying narrative (specifically Russian folk

tales) that has been embracedtndying media texts and productiorise identifies both

narrative and character functions and it is the latter that becomes a medeéwfbroad

character types. These functions are less concerned with the actions of the characters and

more with whathey do to enable the narrativeods prog
character typeshow the progression of the narrative structure, as explained by

Todor ov basd ae butirge: ® the table below:

Character type Function

Hero Embarks on a quest

Villain Struggles against the hero
Donor Prepares the hero or gives tf

hero some magical agent

(Magical) Helper Helps the hero in the quest

Princess Matrries the hero, often soug
for during the narrative

False hero Perceived as good but
emerges abad

Dispatcher Makes the lack known and
send the hero off

Figure 2. Summary ofProppian character functior@iske 1987)
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LeviSt raussd binary oppositions

According to LewStrauss,storyis comprised of oppositional pairs, which work to create
meaningwhen placed in opposition to one anothdfigston 200) Particular social
orientations, atttudes and interests are privileged over others as one construction is
privileged over the other (Prinsloo 2009). Lexical choices and referential strategies play a
key role in the construction of binaoppositions These are helpful in enabling the
researcher to understand what constitutes the disruption, and other binaries in the form of

character functions such bsro and vilain.
3.7.2. Rhetorical analysis

Rhetbrical theories of argumentation consider the role of the arguer, audience and
argument in the effectiveness of argumentative discourse (Richardson 2007Thibl).
useful to this research as analysis of the arguments enables a focus on the ways
rationdising takes place and what positions the coverage legitimalesf these
components interact with one another during argumentation and are premised on the idea
that argumentation is active, social, and involves a join process between participants
(Richardson 2007: 151 he tree varieties of rhetorical discourselude forensic,

epideictic and deliberative rhetoric. Forensic rhetoric involves any type of argument in
which an actor defendsr indicts some past actions (Richardson 2007: 1%jough
accusationor deferte it focuses generally on the justice or injustice of actions committed
(Richardson 2007: 157). Epideictic rhetoric is concerned edihsoring ogiving

approval in the present (Richardson 2007: 157). This type of rhetoric is concatimed w
the character of actors, and focuses on encouraging admiration or dislke based on the
nature of their actions (Richardson 2007: 157). Deliberative rhetoric is concerned with
the desirability or disadvantageof a decisionin the future (Richardson 200X57). It
operates through inducement and dissuasion, usualy regarding the advantageous and
disadvantageous (Richardson 2007: 157).

3.7.3. Linguistic analytic tools

Lexical analysis
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Lexical analysis is concerned with the choice and meaning of wWdaaks 1997;

Richardson 2007). Words articulate the value judgments of society (Richardson 2007).

Examples of lexical choices include naming and referential strategies, which serve to

describe an individual as one thing or another (Richardson 2007: 493. Thican ser ve
many different psychological, soci al and pol
writers (Richardson 2007: 49).

Transitivity

Forming the base of representation, transttivity describes the relationships between actors

of a narrative,with a focus on the roles they play in the narrative (Richardson 2007: 54).

AThe stwudy of transitivity is concerned with
actions appear in a text, who does them and
54). The componentsconsidered theimclude participants, the process and circumstances

associated with the procedsis analytic strategyrecognisesthat in constructing a text

myriad selections are made, and that fnevery
been produced differentlyo (Richardson 2007:

Modality

Modality is concerned with judgments, comment and attitude in text and talk, and
specifically the extent to which the speaker or writer is committed to the claim being
made (Richardson 2007: 59).0dlalty usually takes the form of modal verbs and
adverbs, and is expressed in two principal forms including truth and obligation
modalites These are of particular importance during electiammsidering the
importance at this time ofhat is being comgicted as truth and what are the obligations

presumed of citizenty
Metaphor

Metaphor involves perceiving one thing in terms of another (Richardson 2007: 66). In
relation to this analysisidentification of the metaphors deployed indicate the way in
which the elections areonstituted @ften as a zersum gamehrough war and sport

metaphorsas shall become evident)
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3.8. Discursive practice

Discursive practice (the middl ethedaymensi on of
languageis usedto produce and consume text$o considerhow texts shape and are

shaped by social practice (Phillips and Jorgensen 2002n6@)s view, language is

understood to include all texts regardless of form (Phillips and Jorgensen 12092).

circular flow, the text also influences the production and consumption process, in that

At hose discourses and genres which are artic
its receivers draw on in interpretation, have a particular linguistic structure that shapes

bt h t he production and consumption of the te
Significant here is the context of journalism production in Kenya, as descriliguhpter

One

Key concepts in Fair citextuatity @nd intealigcpivityy ach i ncl ud
which are premised on the idea of the text as interrelated with social practice, production

and consumption (Philips and Jorgensen 2002: 139). He contends that all texts draw on

other meaning formations, and that a range of discourses exist @aeitine.

Fairclough (1999) onsiders how different discourses are articulated, within and between

texts, and how they reinforce dominant or hegemonic discourses (Philips and Jorgensen

2002: 139). Dominant discourses serve to reinforce meaning actasgeaaf texts, and

it is this process which <can anenxiscarsiMiyut e to s
and intertextuality provides an opportunity to unearth (Philips and Jorgensen 2002:

169).

3.9. Sociocultural practice

An analysis of sociocultural practice involves both discursive anedisoorsive

elements (Philips and Jorgensen 2002: @@th the aim of exploringthe links between
language use and social practice, discourse analysis enables a consideration iof whethe
dominant discoursegeinforce or challenge the existing order of discourse. The order of

discourse is comprised of relations between different discourses, such that they influence
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and are influenced by one another, with dominant discourses wielding sowa¢ power.
As noted above, it is Fairclougliécéussescontentio
circulating amongstthose dominant ones, which challenge and contest the-gtaius

The sociecultural context in this study consisbf the 2007 generaklections in Kenya.

In relation to this approach and how it works withmy study it must be pointed out that

the sociecultural context has been establishedCinapter OneThe production aspect of
discursive practice has similarly been outined in tiseudsion of the news media in

Kenya. What is not addressed herehe treception aspect of discursive practsethe

focus here is a contextualised textual analysis. Certainly a reception analysis would be a
valuable addition bus beyond the scope diis study

3.10. Conclusion

My researchaims to investigate theews coverage of the 2007/2008 general elections,

with a specific focus on the representation of national and ethnic Kenyan identity. This is
undertaken within a qualitative framework with critical discourse analysis as the method
of choice to consider th#iscourses articulated in the two newspap@ne next chapter

providesan indepth analysis of the data selected for this research.
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CHAPTER FOUR: ANALYSES

4.1. Introduction

Election campaigns constitute one of the most significant processes of a democratic
society, providing the opportunitjo scrutinise how the media engages with questions of
democracy An analysis othe newspaper coverage of a national election praduce

unexpected findings and speak to the range of interwoven discangetated during

this ggnificant time withiha democr atic society. The value

moment s or occasionso, in this i nthasa nc e t he

been suggested, lies in their At hrow[ i ng]
and construct themselvesd (Prinsloo 2009:
catalysts for a range of discursive positions to be taken up and emattiednews media.

A close examination of the selected news articles and editorials from the election

campaign and subsequent peliction violence serves to reveal discourses that are

nor mal i sed and Aso cl ose, S 0 at because dfithatt e | SO0

we do not perceive themo (Davidson 1997:
how the coverage of the election in two selected Enffisjuage Kenyan newspapers
understood and constructed various subject positions and @eriitirelation to

ethnicity.

4.2. News coverage of the election campaign period
This chapter presenten critical discourse analysesf boththe 10front-page news
articles and editorialover a sixweek period Thesepresenta brief synopsis, folowed by

the analysis.

4.2.1. Daily Nation 2007.Nip poll violence in the bud at oncBec 310.

(Appendix 1 page 128

Synopsis

Electionrelated violence is described in the opening paragraphs as having come to
characterise thp ol | s every five years, a result of

supporters of opposing parties. This has occurred so far in Molo, Mt Elgon and Tana
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river. According to the editorial, this has happened every election since 1992. A
perceived lack of aountability on the part othose responsible is noted by the

publication in the fourth and fith paragraphs, which pose the question: why does the
government not manage the unrest better so as to avoid outbreaks of violence during
election time. One exarlg is given in the sixth and seventh paragraphs, namely the
lynching of a 1#yearold youth in Nairobi, allegedly for wearing aghirt that identified

his political affiliation (which it must be notediemains unidentified in the editorial).

The Nationd sfforts to increase awareness of the need for government to contain the
violence by holding the perpetrators accountable is outined in the eighth, ninth and tenth
paragraphs, which calls on state security forces t@pyat the unrest regardless of

whetler they stand to lose support by doing so.

Analysis

The editorial 0s headline, ANIi p poll violence
government, and this theme is carried through in the piece in whidNattienmakes

repeated calls to governnteto address the violence and hold those responsible to

account.That 11 people lost their ives in one town over the past meritidicative of

the vidence TheDaily Nationr e cogni ses the violence, whi ch
comprises the disruption dfd narrative, and identifies itself as working towards its

containment The publication establishes itself as credible and trustworthy, serving to

establish a juxtaposition between its benevolent interest in the fate of Kenyans, and

gover nme ntces The publtation gresents itself as commited to the cause of
finding an end to the violence, qgualifying i
about the issue, suggesting itsldng r m c ommi t me nt by Anot tirel[]i

and againo

There is also an air of empathy and solidarity with ordinary Kenyans, as the publication
presumes to speak on behalf of KenydDiearly positioning itself as predominantly

concerned with the fate of Kenyans, the editorial employs obligation modstiiting the
government A must do its duty and arrest the

imperative the extent to which it considers the action should be taken. Such descriptions

49



serve to establish the publicationthe role of Proppiafnera it recognies the disruption
(ongoing eruptions of violence) amadt to restore the equiibrium by flagging the
unacceptable nature of the violence and caling on government to take action. It also
recogni ses timatP rtBobphpsthafmednithis yprocessThis attitude and
actionare in line with those embodied in th®nitorial role, described irChapterTwo,
andaccepted by manjournalists as appropriatén a democriic order particularly during

elections.

Poltical authorities, or me specifically members of government, comprise the villain of

the narrative as their lack of commitment to finding a lasting solution to the violence

exacerbates thdatiomds efforts at trying to find a way
perpetrated by goi t i ¢ a | hopeful s, t heempgto veu aaime nit @ Is e nfca
poses obstacles to theatioldbs quest of quelling the violenc

accountability of the perpetrators.

The portrayal of the violence is curiously vague, descrbesl having occurred i
towno, bet ween support er-sied arfd sucoessful enovd tong part
disenfranchise certain communities regarded
References to the vi-oploéthecbéadmed ww,de A @o mfflriecstho,
(three times), Asomething wuglyo, Adeat h, ar s
situation Ilike thiso, felection violenceo an
about the nature of the violence or thentilg of the perpetrators is provided. Such

descriptions speak to an avoidance of context and an unwillingness to name the

perpetrators. The avoidance of detail here is worth noting, amguably contradicted

by the Nationd s -psoeldinfied efforts towrb the violence.This lack of relevant

information prevents citzens from obtaining the necessary informatanmmportant

possibility offered by the news media during times of elections, as notsit®@gmbs

and Shaw(1972),discussedin ChapterTwo.

In addition totheaboved e scr i ptions of t he vi-siddeandk e, it

successfulintendedma ¢ h gdimphasis addediaving happened repeatedly
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Asinceél99?2, then in 1997, and nowo. Such de
orchestration and organisation, implying that its recurrence is not a random phenomenon
but rather a strategic objective on the part of a particular group. The editorial notes how
At has worked every timed to didgkernfranchise

contained or meaningfully resolved. The group is not named however.

Whether the ongoing violence is a result of government inefficiency or something more

sinister isthendebated in the editorial, which emplogs epideictic argument and

censure ofover nment to raise doubts in the audier
violence. With a focus on the current state of poltics and unrest in the country, the

editorial considerswh et her the administration -Ai s s0o he

emptsuch violencebo, responfdéalmannesdead theat At
spot s. The wunlikeli hood is suggested in the
believe that the administration ieadttteo helple

government 6s Asecurity machineryo and HAsecur
ineffective and lacking, but the argument does not end there. Extending this portrayal of
inefficiency, the editorial makes repeated calls for those perpetratingokecei to be

held accountable, by Apunishing them heavily
suggests that a persondéds position or office
accountable, suggestinat accountabilityrather depends on asesodal standing. The

use of the word fAeveno in the statement, filev
of formenting ito flags t Huelingptensissarpdti on t hat
being held accountabldt is reasnable to expect blanketccountability in a functioning
democracy.Alongside the calls for increased government accountabaitgusationsof

selfenrichment abound, as accountability appears to depend on poltical connections and
there is the sinister suggestion tgpab ver nment 6 s failure to curb t
result of prioritsing their own interestsin debating the reasons why the government has

not acted sooner to root out the violence, the editorial appears to suggest that Kenyan

authorities fail to addresthe root causes of violence, and more sinisterly, that they are

serving their own interests or those of the politically powerful in doing so.
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The final paragraplsets out taleal the final blow to the credibility of government and

takes the inferencesne step further by suggesting that should the reason for the failure to
address and contain the violence be fibecause
would be fAa very asinine attitudeo. Whil e th
dissatisfaagbn with government, it is interesting, given the content of the editorial, that

this is the extent of the publ iMaBotbisonds crit
i nt erest in the violence and frustirsation at
clear in the compromising and somewhat derog

contain thesituation yet the rephrase is to limit it fwoor behaviour

In this editorial theNation,an independent publicatiprostensibly plays thenonitoral

role, professing to having demonstrated their commitment to containing the violence
According to Christians (2009in their monitorial role the news media act in conjunction
with a body of social actors providing them with a resource essential poabttice of
democracy, acting as a link between (government) policymakers and the public in roles
such as informer and educator, advocate of policy and diibevever there is no

reference to the reasons for the violenoeits perpetratorslt is curious that no one is
identified in the editorial.Despite the elections having played out along ethnic lines there
is no mention of ethnic identities whatsoever. As such, there is no background or context
presented to supp oentforgoveenmgntutb play @ endrei agtivedrade ar gu
in preventing the violenceThis vaguenessan be understood to be reflecting the very
behaviour it criticises in the editoridl complacency and an unwilingness to hold guity
parties to account. This preservery real challenges to their assertiora aonitorial

entity, and would suggest a role more akin to collaboration.

4.2.2. Standard 2007.Why a win is a mustDec 71.

(Appendix 2 pagel2q)

Synopsis

Featuring full length photographs of the fmesidential hopefuls, incumbent Mwai
Kibaki of PNU, ODM leader RailgOdinga and ODMKenya leader Kalonzd/lusyoka

all wearing suits and tiesalongsidea di agr am o f, tlisp28 patagrapro pul ar i t y «
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reportis typical ofa tabloid layout format and rurento the second pagmder the

headline fBattle takes shape The article provides an overview of the campaign period

with a particular focus on the movements and strategies of the two leading candidates,

Kibaki and Odinga. The single external sourcenfofrination about the campaign

strategies and movements of Kibaki and Odinga comes from Professor Macharia

Munene, who is wvalidated as authoritative by

relations dono.

The first four paragraphs describe the cagm and convey a sense of urgency which

comes to characterise tBet a n dawarall doverage of the elections, through the

metaphoricald escr i pt ors of the Ahigh stakes gameo,
Apropaganda whertal3gvePabriedsqurmammalrsy of each candi de
position and what each stands to lose should they fail in their bid to win the election. This

theme is continued in paragrapevenwhi ch summar i ses Professor M
the fApredicament o fo rt hweh etr rer eMuwn e nletd si sa cucnacd reta
paragraphdve t 0 20 describe, I n vague ter ms, each
their support base, interspersed with quotes from Munene. Paragraphs 20 to 24 reference

the latest Steadman opinion poll ratings,icwhindicate that ODM leads with 43.7

percent with PNU in second place with 39.2 percent and &{aiya in third with 15.1

percent . Paragraphs 25 to 27 briefly referen
promises and paragraph 28 comments on the finanoirige campaigns, said to amount

to bilions of shilings, and refers to how PNU candidates have been gving handouts of

Sh500000. The final paragraph details claims by Odinga and Musyoka that PNU have

planned to rig the election, a theme that wil rettwoughout the sustained election

coverage narrative.

Analysis

The article has as its central figures the three presidential candidates Kibaki, Odinga and
Musyoka who, understood in relation to Propp
heroes whose quest is to secure the presidential Iisdlaé. case of this algais it is

helpful to hold an understanding of the article as forming part of the overarching
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narrative which wil be incrementally narrated during the course of the remaining nine

articles and editorials. This framework however enables only one ofrblelates to

effectively take up the mantle of the narrative hero and be identifiable as such while the

others will consequently become identifiable as the false hero, as only one wil succeed

onthe quest to secure the presidend¥/ithin this framework, shuld the politicians win

and thereby succeed in their quest, their respective strategies can be understood as
Proppianmagical agents that helps the hero to solve his task (Braun, undated). The

magical agents deployed to secure the votes that wil comstilem as heroes differ

across the candidates: Odingabés strategy 1is
the employment of 600 000 teacher s; Ki baki p

no mention of Musyokads strategy.

A close readingof the description of the campaigns reveals the economic dimension.
Theyaredescri bed as fAthe most elaborate campaig
they are being fundoeid etdhrwaurg hc hiietshtes noofs ta nwe |d
Abil |l sbnkl ionffgs 0. Clearly financi al backing p
but it seems to be foregrounded here as playing the biggest role yet. In addition, when
considering the support bases of the preside
pentapg n t e a mo, and Kibaki Ahas a | aMugyekat eam of
has the support of regions of Eastern Provin
the widely acknowledged reality that financial support and backing plays a role in the

campaign process. Odinga and Kibaki again are privileged and described as having
stronger support than Musyoka. I n addition,
receved Sh500 00 and a vehicle for the campaignso,
to paticipate in the campaigns. Interestingly, these descriptions of the financial aspect
supersedany mention of tangible policy positions or the privileging of democratic

processes, a noteworthy observation in relation to what forces are at plagailtecso

democratic elections.

This attention to financial support and incentives over any mention of democracy

foregrounds the role money plays in presidential elections and calls into question whether

54



processes of democracy and transparency are of relevatice context. Whie Odinga

has mobilised around an effective campaign strategy and stands the best chance of his

career, leading consistently in five Steadman perception polls, Kibaki is doing
Aeverythingo and fAanyt hi n @®havihgoa powerfulattam power ,
of supporters with financial clout behind him. He is the only candidate mentioned to have

given his team any financial incentive and reward for being on his team in order to avoid

losing.

Odinga is the most referenced of theethicandidates, with a total of 13 descriptors.

These include the followingfRailad (five), iir Oding®d ( one ) , ia 1997 | oser 0,
kingmaker 0, and Anow riding on the apex of h
as being impelled by a great sen$eirgency as he stands to suffer irreparable damage to

his political career should he | ose. As such

never return to the HAhighest pinnacleo of hi

Odinga is portrayed primarl y t hr ough materi al (Aridingo, f
ver bal processes (Apromisedo and dAclaimedo).
campaign mes-cafgki nead aphwdfk | i sand, mar keting

promising an overhaul of the constitut. In this way Odinga is portrayed as efficient

and reliable, having a structured plan and strategy and executing it effectively, with a
proven track record of delivery. He is Aridi
well-prepared fotthe chadénge He also repudiates his opponents as dishonourable by

claiming that the government is planning to rig the election.

Kibaki is referenced 12 times with descriptions includifigbakio (eight), President

Kbakibo ( one) and At he i nkihaknis eontrayed predomihamrtly i®d i n g a
material and verbal processes. As with the portrayal of Odinga, there is an inherent

urgency motivating Kibaki which, in this instance, is associated with the shame and

humiliation he may suffer should he lose thecti®.

A consideration of the portrayal of what each candidate has to lose reveals curious trends.

The sense of wurgency with which Odinga 1s po
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career would inevitably suffer should lbse Whil e Odicogan) s greatest
according to poltical analyst Professor Machavianene, is the effect the loss would

have on his career, Kibakiés is humiliation
down in historyo as the first WHetheyan i ncumbe
campaignordise ahifiglo octan&€ibakil & fderscOdbega a

that according to Munene, it is Abad manner s
his camp will do feverythi ngexpandefnaawyt hoifng
power. As such, Kibakibés material processes

enacted from a sense of urgency to retain power and avoid damage to his public image.

Although considered one of the top three contendershdopresidency in the sustained

narrative of the prelection period, Musyoka receives considerably less attention in the

article thando Odinga and Kibaki, with a total of six references, thereby endorsing

Odinga and Kibaki 6s dmlnstrategiescMusyokal isrefetredirtoms o f r
asfivir Kalonzo Musyokab (once) and by his first nam@alonzad (four times), flagging

a similar trend in referential strategies to Odinga in that both candidates are referred to
consistently by their first names, gagting a difference in hierarchy between them and

Kibaki, who is only referred to by his surname, flagging a more authoritative position

(Richardson 2007). Furthermore, Musyoka is described predominantly in mental and

ver bal processesnédlonowsmadefinso dcetcarerh 0 and |
scarcity of material processes implies a lack of a proven track record of action,

unsurprising as he was not mandated to establish or complete any projects in his role as

head of ODMKenya. Whie Odinga stands kmse his last chance at being president and

Kibaki risks taking a knock to his public image, there is lttle pressure on Musyoka to

win. Infact, tisawibwi n situation for Musyoka, as a go
put him in good stead for big thingsn f uture o and Aput him in be
This 1s acknowledged in the statement that t
and that dAif he fails, Kalonzo could be back

and Kibaki as the main ctamders, with Musyoka playing a significantly smaller role and

being granted less importance.
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The contestation between tbandidatess articulated by employing an extended war
metaphor.As noted in chaptetwo the use of war metaphors is commonplacelgction

campaign reporting (Richardson 2007), and serves to set up a dramatic scene in which

there can be only one winner. Drawing on Fai
generally having been so natur allongeresden wi t hi n
as sucho, i Whoydeplbys sevaral wasandasporhmetaphors. Odinga,

Ki baki and Musyoka ar eombatasta{empHasischddeds t he ft hr
invol ved i n fit he mo s thattlkedo twiyt hc dfigbtifeesndt eyd tpor esi d

(emphasis added). fnBattleo is referenced

comprised of bwatbh aadimgr dvgrae,g xelpsto odhepl oyi ng

Aladverblitzbs i ng t-dtiare ddbhdiepaitled t hat pr omi sees t o
wireo. T o g et h-elated wetdphors the dieetion iswdepicted here as-a zero
sum game in which one candidate wil win everything and the other lose everything. Itis
clear from the transitivity analysis that Odinga and Kibaki have the mdssepalbeit

for different reasons, whie Musyoka benefits by simply taking part. In addition to the

extensive war metaphors the article reveals the use of (mixed) sports metaphors too

t hr

a

fgo

(racing and boxing), includi g akles @lenedi on

(twice), Apresidenti al raceo and a firaceo

i n

Apresidential prizeo is wup for grabs. AWi no

Al osso or Alosingo six t ivaneus opinidn rpolsaratimys t i o n,

suggests the progress of each candidate is being monitored by pollsters, flagging

metaphors of horseracing and betting.

In its extensive use of war and sport metaphors and sense of urgency underpinning
Odinga andsikieb(aski 6tso dwei n,6 o fofegbuyds @comestin i s a
which the (financially) strongest candidate with the most clout wins. The argument in this
narrative is about why winning is imperative for Kibaki and Odinga personally, not what

is best for tb country. We are left with the impression of Odinga at the height of his

poltical career and standing a decent shot at winning, given his consistent lead in five
opinion polls, and Kibaki as financially powerful and capablelaifig anythingto retain

power . 't 1 s significant that handing over
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description is consistent with the warring metaphor and establishes the tension inherent in

the competitive electoral process.

Yet this act of handing over power forms the heart of the democratic process in which the

public are gven a voice and agency to choose their leader who is subject to the laws and
regulations of democracy. That sttahdeadt op t wo ¢
heato in a zero sum game in which each stand
within the absence of mentions of democracy speaks to the constructions of poltics

prevailing in Kenya.

Equally important to consider is what is omitted his tversion. Extending the metaphor

of a sports match as a frame in which to read the narrative, one can understand the article
as comprising largely of a competition between Kibaki, Odinga and to a lesser degree
Musyoka, which is largely of personal siigance given what they stand to lose, rather

than a case of national significance. The competition appears to be taking place outside of
the allegations of rigging and corruption as well as the cases of violence that have

occurred so far.

In addition tot he sil ence on democracy, this article
disavowal of ethnicity and ethnic politics, with no mention of influence or support,

despite this having been acknowledged to be at the very least a contributing factor in the

electiors and subsequent pasection violence(Somerville 201). The only mention of

geographical location from which ethnic affliations can be deduced is of Musyoka

having the support of areas of Eastern Province, inhabited by predominantly minority

ethnic grar p s . There is a curious absence of desc
support he risks losing. This is curious considetingt the elections were widely

considered to have been decided along ethnic lines, and certainly in which the role of

ethnic differences is thought to have played an important role in the eruption ef post

election violence. By not identifying and acknowledging such issuesStémelards

implicitly denying them ocondoning them, and distancing the leaders from the

allegationsand violence, as though they were in their own boxing ring and had nothing to
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do with the buidup to the match. In terms of the role of the press during elections, this
comprises the collaborative role, whereby 8tandardcondones the status quo by

uttimately demonstrating an unwillingness to challenge it.

4.2.3. Daily Nation 2007.Violence: ECK should have acted sooriec 2610.

(Appendix 3 page 12p

Synopsis

Featured in thdaily Nationon 26 December 2007, the day before the national elections,
the editorial comprises nine paragraphs detaiing the ongoing violence, claims of vote
rigging and allegations of inctement by poltical officials which became a recurrent
theme of the campaigperiod. The editorial begins lytially praising the Electoral

Commission of Kenya (ECK) for its role iming perpetrators of poll violence

The geographical location of the violence is noted in the second paragraph, along with

vague references to as#s on polticians and their supporters. Descriptions of the

orchestrators of the violence are equaly vaguehe publication notes th
allegedly perpetrating the violence have been hired by elte individuals, but no further
descriptions e offered. Maintaining thiglusive tone the publication cals for the rooting

out of poll violence and calls for decisive action against the instigators of the violence.

The fith paragraph calls for the ECK to implement early detection mechanismsido avo

the repeat of such violence in future elections, with incregsmdive measuresThis call

for betteraccountability is continued in the followintyvo paragraphs to argue that the

youths be heavily punished to send a message to potential instigadb r® bne is

immune from the law and that the ECK and Attorceg ner al 6 s office shoul
by increasing accountability mechanisms. The final paragraph includes a call to learn

from the spate of violent outbreaks to avoid any repeats in futurdolede

Analysis

As has been established in the two previous analyses, the election campaigns were by no

means violencdree, having been marred by outbursts of violence for weeks before the
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official campaigns started. Thus, the campaigns comprise itibé @quiibrium of the

narrative of the editorial, followed by the disruption of the eruption of violence in various
constituencies, and the recognition of this disruption bidBonwhich calls on the

ECK to demonstrate increased accountability ammeiment early warning systems. The
unobtained and desired altered state of equiilbrium would occur if society learns from the

mistakes and avoids repeats in future elections.

Todor owsiage mbdelv e Todorovds mo d\éolenca p
ECK should have acted sooner

A state of equilibrium The election campaign

A disruption of that equiibrium by some | Eruption of unprecedented violence

action allegedly orchestrated by powerful poliicd
officials

Recognition of the disruption Daily Nationrecognises the disruption

Attempts to restore the equilibrium Daily Nationcals for increased

accountability, punishment and
establshment of early warning systems |
the ECK and Attornefse ner al 6 s

A reinstatement of equilibrium Ideally violencefree elections (in future)

Figue 3.Todor ovos moMblence: BOK gHouldehdve acted soof@aily
Nation 2007 Dec 2610).

Echoing the vague references of previous analy$espditicians are unnamed in the

editorial apart from areferenteo fAat | east Theyraeeawlveda andi dat es o
upsetting the equilibrium and disrupting attempts at the restoration of. pidragdulfil

theroleoft he villains of the narrative as they al
and have been fideby the ECK for their part in fuelling violence. From the statement

made by théNationthatit he cul prits should be barred fro
link between the organisers of the violence and poltical officials. Reflecting the

suggestion mael by theNationi n ANi p pol | vi ol PalycMation n t he bu

2007.Dec31Q) t he three candidatesd involvement i

60



representative of a wider trend for polticians to instigate violence by employing the
services of supporters, in this case describeiyagh, to destabiise the poltical
environment. As was suggestedthe first analysisby the reference to powerful
individuals who may be orchestrating the violence for theirirgefest, there seem to be

more instigators involved in the planning of the violence in the current analysis than just

the unnamed politicians. Theofedviolremaded ednd
Aithose violating electoral rul es{p, aaseddcr i mi
and Apower ful individual so

A transitivity analysis makes explicit t he e

are referenced throughcambination of mental and material processes including
Aorchestrateo, fabet o, Apl ot o, Aplano, i mas k
(material) portraying them as conspiratorial, scheming and financially powerful

individuals colluding with youthsotinstigate chaos. Their ability to carry out their

Anefarious designso is due to their access t
effective.

Perpetrators of violence Transitivity analysis

A chestraté (violence) Material

A lbed (nefarious dsigns) Material

i pto (dangerous actiities) Mental

A o (nefarious designs) Mental

fpay folb (nefarious designs) Material

frarry oub (dangerous activities) Material

A @slko (nefarious designs) Material

Figure 4. A transitivity analysis ofthg er petrators in AViolence: E

s o o n(BaiydNation 2007.Dec 2610).

Suchreferences to the polticianservesto construct them as corrupt, influential and

di shonourable and in so doing coadeateys the pu
activities by employing censure (Richardson, 2007). Drawing on understandings of

epideictic rhetoric as being intimately linked to the character of those referradatios

discredits the polticiansvhile portraying itself as credible amaistworthy.
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The youths who are allegedly falwayso and fir
of the powerful elite comprise the ,helpers o
who assist the villainn achievingt he desired gobhleof anflammierag i b
environment of poltical instability and volatility. Although they are agents of violence,

the editorial describes the youths as fAmer e
capacity to plot and amd rar eo uwo rgkaedgge r oars fawcet
individual s o, thus distinguishing between th

helpers and organisers of the violence, respectively.

The ECKis grantedthe role of the Proppian hero in its quest to restore peace. In so doing

the ECK is tasked with the responsibility of restoring the equilibrium of a vicleaee

election by punishing the villains and helpers for their role in fuelling violence and

colabor ating with police and Attorney General 0c¢
warning systems and accountability mechanisms. In the advideatienprovides the

ECK on how to restore peace and prevent future eruptions of electoral violence, the ECK

canbe understood to be on a quest to manage the violence and implement specific

strategies to avoid a recurrence, thus constituting its quest.

The Nationserves as the dispatcher of the hetbe wiser actor, it seems. Whilbet

Nationrecognises that thiesponsibility falls to the ECKthey see fit to offer advice on

what the ECK should do to resolve the disequilibrium and who to collaborate with. In this

sense, the editor and the publication generally atsobe understood in Proppian terms

as the donowho provides adviceSt at ement s such as fdas we kept
always been ouronsideredv i ewé 06 (emphasis added) and Awe
whereéo position the publication as rational
the ECK (heo) on how to restore the equilbrium (quest of the héfbg¢se references

fulfil an important aspect involved in the construction of successful argumengation

encourages a sense of itself as reliable and trustworthy, essential components in

establisimg a voice of credibility and authority (Richardson, 2007).
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TheNationcal |l s on the ECK to Aput I n place syste
Aheavyo penalties to deter potential planner
They propose an increase of fines ofony ShRQOWO0O as this amounts to 0
¢ h a n greame polticians fanning the violence. Within the framework of good

governance, calling on the ECK to collaborat
office to Arein in those violating electoral

concered with the violence and its effects.

The use of praise and censure as strategies in constructing an argument involves the

rhetor attempting to make the audience admire those referred to because of their

goodness or dislke them because of their badfitiskardson 2007)he use of

rhetorical strategies of praise and cendweee establish a binary opposition between the

publication, which is portrayed as rational, credible and trustworthy, and the polticians

and powerful individuals involved in fuelin the violence. While employing censure in

their references to the politicians and elite individuals, Nh&onpraises the ECK who

Aicame out hardo on perpetrators of the viole
describes the Sh1IMO 0O arsy cipkut the principle of the fi

Breaking with the first two analyses, the editorial concludes by posing a deliberative

argument regarding the future of elections in Kenya by caling on all to learn from the

experience and for the violenc t 0 serve as a filasting | esson
free el ect or &dnstryctedoas eatosak and credibie efationpresumes it

fspeaké from a position of authority to advocate an avoidance of a repeat of the

violence, thus actingniits monitorial capacity. The discursive work of the editorial is to

imply a veneer of democracy, by acknowledging limitations of the, statesuggestthat

violence, in this case, is being orchestrated by the powerful elite. As with the first

anal Wip pod violénce in the bud at ona€Daily Nation 2007. Dec 3:1)) whie a

degree of misconduct is acknowledged in AVio
(Daily Nation 2007. Dec 26:1)0 the Nationd sondemnation is superficial as it does not

provide the necessary informationlt fails to make explicit who is responsible for the

violence. In a similar vein to the first editorial, this narrative comprises a sience around
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meaningful descriptions of the violence and its perpetrators and therefordelytiriaacks

the necessary background and context to support its argument (against violence).

In addition to the reluctance to name the perpetrators involved, there is a lack of

meaningful explanation and description of the violence itself. In equalyevegms as

the first analysi s, the publicatrelaed refers t
deat hso, Apoliticians beaten by intolerant r
Amayhe mo, Aviolating electorailt urautlieosnog. Abr e a
AViolenceoO is mentioned ei gdtescriptorsametwo i n t he €

references to geographical locations (Rongo and Ugenya constituencies) the editorial

does not provide further information about the nature of or reasdieforiolence, where
tisoccurngand who is involved (apart from the #fAp
are interesting siences for a publication purporting to act in its monitorial capacity which

would ideally provide this type of information toiz#ins especially during times of

heated political activity.

The two references geographically -locating t
related deathsod are Rongo and Ugenyan, |l ocate
area geographically assated witht he Luo constituency and, bei:

ethnic group, an ODM stronghold. The towns are bordered by Luyha and Kisii ethnic
groups, traditional supporters of ODM.

Continuing with the theme of silence surrounding the identities of the perpetrators and
geographical location and nature of the violence, curious inferences can be drawn from a
consideration of what the editorial suggests would be required to overcowelehee

and restore peace. In a taeiniscentof inttial calls to government to find a lasting

solution to ongoing violence madetimee Nationo 8 December 2007 editoria
violence in the bud at onceaotpolvoeme edit ori al
requires going beneath the masks and dealing directly and decisively with the instigators

of violenceo. The use of fAmasksoO suggests a

compliance, aluding to a facade of sorts. Perhaps an infei@cde drawn that such
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violations are not always dealt with Adirect
emphasis on needing to manage and prefugthier violence. Another inference involves

the pressure on the ECK to implement early warning systerimsh suggests that there

is a lack of such mechanisms on the date of publication. This suggests that perhaps the

electoral management systems are inadequate, as there appears to be littte or no provision

for managing such fdelectoral violationso.

By cding on the ECK to take responsibility for the restoration of peace and collaborate
with the relevant authorities while giving them advice on what measures to take and
strategies to implement, tidationis demonstrating characteristics of the monitoriale

in its capacity as the Proppialispatcher andlonor,oneof the four potential roles played
by the news media in democratic societies outine@€hapterTwo. It is noteworthy
however that whie the publication cals on the ECK to be accountabkbefaiolence, it
continuestheearlere di t ori al 6s refrain from explicitly
powerful individuals who have been fined for fueling violence. As the tactic of nhaming
and shaming can be employed as a useful strategy for waroblegitial suspects against
certain behaviour, despite its numerous calls to the ECK it does not name any of the
oftenders, which constitutes a curious sience in the editorial that belies the monitorial
role it appears to espoude.the refusal to addreghese issues, the publication continues
the theme of previous analyses in utimately condoning government behaviour and

collaborating with the status quo.

4.2.4. Daily Nation 2007. D-Day, You Decide Dec 271.

(Appendix 4 page 12y

Synopsis

Comprised of 18 paragraphs, the editorial consists of two sections under the subheadings,
Atds not a wa ro andifRoédsto darknésg Theafrantpage eatures o n
portrait photographs of the top three contendereumbent MwaiKibaki of PNU, Raila

Odinga of ODM and Kalonzd/lusyoka of ODMKenya. All three men are photographed

portraitstyle wearing suits and ties.
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The first sectoni t 6 s not a warg consistd of 12@ardgmaphsaand el ect i o
adopts a patriotic tone. The time famne for Kenyans to choose their leaders, with the

Agreat occasiono of tNagontediseusstfve ieces oftadvcen g us e d
gven by ECK chairman Samuel Kivuitu for responsiblehaviar (paragraph2).

The first piece of advice calsn Kenyans to cast their ballot and not to risk wasting their

vote, as outlined in the third paragraph. Paragraphs four to six stay with this theme: the

nfate of Kenya and the quality of its govern
voters. Usingh e i r vote is construed here as fda meas
responsibility as the country fAcannot be run

judgment 60 and vote fAresponsible and capable
of multiparty politics in 1992 voter turnout hasver exceded57 percent. The editorial

described this election as a Afantastic oppo
political parties and candidanémpeaceandist rong n

uni tyo.

The second piece of advicehich counsels Kenyans toe peacefuamidst the violent
outbreaksn which several police officers have been kiled, is outlined in the seventh and
eighth paragraphs. The editorial stresses the desigefmeand cautions against

sacrificing national security. That Kenyans act lawfully and demonstrate vigilance during
this time is flagged as the third recommendatioparagraphs 9 and 1@hile the fourth

concerns voters having faith in their institutions and reporting any suspicions of rigging

to the relevant authorities. ltowvotgqeitot es ECK ¢
uphold fwhat I's right and fairo by Arespecti
The second half of the editorial, subtitled

paragraphs and reiterates the ssitmganadi ng on
electiono. Essentially this section addresse
of the election. It approves of the electoral system with its various checks and balances

such as checking that ballot boxes are empty before votingspbegcording serial

numbers of ballot boxes, and locking the boxes (in paragtdpfiihe aggrievedare

advised to seek redress with the relevant authorities within the rule of law in paragraph
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15, whie the folowing paragraph introduces a curious reswmei that of modern
technology and its potential to faciitate instant communication, which the editorial notes
should be used for good, not il. The paragraph ends with the stateuggetstive of the
allusion of a highly charged environment in whichople can scarcely afford a bungled
outcome.The final two paragraphs make an appeal for unity amongst Keayahs

validates Kenyans on patriotic grounds:irtteduntry isunparalleled by any in the East

African region. It concludes with a call for Kenyatasbe hopeful in the future

Analysis

As is the convention of the editorial genre, it directly addresses its readers, presents its

opinion and argues for particular conduct. In the quest to participate in and ensure a free

and fair election, Kenyans cong@ the hero of the editorial. Here, tRationappeals to

Kenyans to fnkeep the peaceo, Aimake every eff
within the | awo, Aibe fair and honest 0, Awat c
prepared to acceptthiee sul t s 0, fexercise good judgment o,
people in chargleear tiempd ovet eomn thhahd ut and no

with the attitude of fAvictory at all costso.

The citizen heroes are also cautioned (byNiation) about the many challenges elections

can pose. These include encountering vote rigging, intermittent violence, individuals

acting unlawfully to advance their poltical parties and potential rejection of the election

results. They are adviseaf what to dan such circumstances by the editor: suspected

rigging should bexposediby reporting it to the ECK, elec
the agents of the var i ousontgsthe redulischaylshouplar ty r e
feeekredressnthe cor s of | aw by petitioning the resul
reference to various material processes, usually the actions of the hero, and warns

Kenyans against Ataking matters into their o

countefpr oducti veo.

Aswitht he previous analysis, AVi oDalywagon ECK s h

2007. Dec 2@.0), the publication again serves the Proppian character function of donor,
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who prepares the hero, in this case Kenyan citizens, for their quest of voting amdyensu

free and fair elections by providing them with ample advice on how to play their part in
Aupholding what is right and fairo and provi
aggrieved. Portrayed as an independent and credible authority, the E&K Kenyans

with their quest of voting and ensuring free and fair elections by providing support and

recourse should they need it. The ECK can be understood as the Proppian helper in the

narrative as it is portrayed as a functioning electoral authority the means to hold

transgressors to account. Operating withiseemingly democratiwoting system the

ECK is described as legitimate and impartial, having implemented various checks and

balances on the voting process including the option for partiesnfom ballot boxes are

empty before voting starts, check and record serial numbers of boxes, seal boxes with

own padlocks, and inspect and record serial numbers of ballot papers. The publication

emphasises neviolence by suggesting that those who fegdrieved by the results

approach the courts with their complaints and report claims of rigging to the ACK.

such, the election is portrayed as taking place within a credible and transparent

democraticsystem with the necessary checks and balances &t rfea redress.

Despite its emphasis on the fAformidably tran
ECK6s accountability mechani s ms, a consider a

it is described in the editorial versus what is being desiretiit(ire) reveals interesting

findings:

Now we have: In the future we desire:
Adnsior i pace®

foutbreaks of violenae Aranquillityo

fpolice kilingso freturn to normaloy
fsuspected riggiry fbe lead in peace and uidity
fheat and anxiety fhave acountry to go back to
felection feved fid get on with our live®

Figure 5,Ananayss of t he bi naD-Dayq p prosuiDdyeNatied eion i
2007. Dec 271)(Wigston 2001)
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This analysis suggests a very different reality to the one described WNtioe, which

portrays an ideal poltical environment with accountable public institutions, recourse for

misconduct and frameworks of good governance. Such a representationjtsgiven

digression from the truth, is suggestive of an argument being made to try and reduce the
potential violence, which is perhaps wunder st
reflected in the warnings to Kenyans of the possible challenges of anreldttese

include vote rigging, violence, sdfterest of powerful individuals and rejection of the
results, with Kenyans being warned to fAact w
prepared to accept the resuleaeeswdely At the ti me
considered to be the most closely contested
warnings could possibly serve to provide gimpses into the realty of Kenyan poltics at

the ti me, and the publicat i onddtssconseguenges.r e a | fe
TheNationbs advice that Ainow is not the time to
recognition that tensions are already high at the time of writing; should the elections not

be considered free and faad, totdwpbpkhds®deandn
has to wonder why, giveotitmgeg dfysrtemdablKegnyam
need such warnings from tiation unless this could be understood to comprise part of

an argument against violence (for fear of the eqoences).

As with previous analyses there is no furthe
Ainter mittent out breaks of violencebo, police
anxiety of the election c¢ ammadegnpton chiwhd fel ect
is perpetrating the violence. Rather a portrayal of Kenya as a successful, unified nation

with the means to filook to the future with ¢
persists. I n a similarhavei mact édilji datonld@gem de :( EC
December 2007), which calls on all to learn from the experience and for the violence to

serve as a fAlasting | efsrsecen eolne chtoow atlo pmacmag®es

Despite its repeated calls for calm and vague riidiscs of violence, théationexplains
the violence, in which police officers were kiled, once as lkely being the result of people

Apresumably believing they were protecting t
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the party t &eegmssouegqyrise thai the vibldnce is the result of
poltically-motivated action aimed at protecting certain parties, athough the publication
fails to make this explicit. It in effect effaces the ongoing violence and police kilings,
which are referared just once in the editorial in the seventh paragraph, contributing to

the analyses6 silence on violence in an atte

This argument is extended in the publication
referencedin relation to performing their civic duty of voting. In its appeals to Kenyans

to monitor the elections and report any wrongdoings, the editorial breaks with previous

portrayals and invocations of subjects and invokes a responsible, benevolent civic

subject. In effect, the advice given to Kenyans invokes a particular subject who is peace

loving, lawabiding, vigilant, faithful in their institutions, fair and honest and accepting of

the outcome. Tasked with Adoingghttheamd cfiaviirco,
Kenyans are constituted as rational subjects who are being expected to act with the
countrydéds best (national) interests at heart
ti mes. I't is also relexicand swadmea®, Aicaintdi zfean (
peopl eo, whi |l e HRhe RgpabiciobBKenyjge st hbedatisono and

great nationo.

Unifying strategies abound in the editorial, extending the argument against violence,

which is in effect premised on a rather misleadpaytrayal of a unifiednational Kenyan
identity. Such examples include appeals to 0
descriptions of Kenyans as tolerant and dynamic, having successfully created a thriving

economy, unlike other east African countries. In aadittheNationdescribes Kenyans

as having seemingly #Adiscover e togethdgbe value of
havitoggthed ui | t a nationo with a Acommitted and
validating fAuso AKenyans tide iofrthis camstract way , anyon

becomes expurgated as the other.

The argument for a unified national Kenyan identity is personified in the act of voting.

Described as an fAopportunity to exercise a r
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preciouso, aad aAcimeiacsudet wyf patriotismo, a nf
Acritical t o t he HNdti@natributést gyeat pafriotict anek sentinaemtal o n o0 , t
value to the act of voting, linking it to expressions of patriotism and invoking a national

Kenyanidentity.

The wunifying strategies extend to the portra
acknowledged for the first time here in thessearchKenyans are described as having
successfully negotiated their B dfiydafse r e nt tori
While it is referenced in unifying terms, and only once, its presence is significant in that

it represents the first acknowledgement in all the previous analyses of the ethnic

dimension to Kenyan poltics. Up until this point in the overarchmagrative of the

elections, ethnicity has remained unacknowledged. Its reference in this contexs extend

the portrayal of Kenyans as a unified people, where ethnicity is considered of little

importance in relation to national (Kenyan) identity.

Having established itself as a benevolent authority by offering advice to Kenyans on how

best to approach the election and deal with any violence or contestations over the results

the publication constructs itself as rational, credible and reliable, aegesements in

successful argumentation. In this capacity N&ionalso speaks on behalf of Kenyans,

presuming to be able to understand and represent their interests, with generalisations lke
Afevery Kenyan wants a counpeacgandranquiity back t oo
and to get on with our Iliveso. A power ful fo
such as the statements above work to reinforce an opinion, in this case that all Kenyans

share the desire for a peaceful election. Although thiddcbe a fair generalisation to

make given the horrors of poltical violence witnessed during the election campaign and

in the wake of the elections, aan scarcelbeaccurateconsidering hownumerous

Kenyans, fragmented along poltical and ethnic Jinestainly feel differently as attested

by the violence The vague description of the violence reduttee complexity of Kenyan

poltics and exterslthe disavowal of ethnic poltics that characterises previous analyses.
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In its acknowledgment of the waice (disruption) and attempts to caution Kenyans
against violence, thBlationcan be understoodsacting in its monitorial capacity,

positioned within a framework of good governance and legtimacy. However, in negating
the materialreality and idealisingthe future, the publication presents a misleading

account of politics in Kenya, and extends many of the themes of silence around violence,
its perpetrators and ethnicity as previous analygdéisie the publication purports to be

acting with the best intests of Kenyans in mind{ once again falls short of providing an
example of accountability and investigatiomasquerading as a monitorial and

facilitative role.

4.2.5. Standard 2007.Your vote your choiceDec 271.

(Appendix 5 page 129

Synopsis

The editorialis accompanied by a photographic image of an orderly election queue with

those in the front of the queue holding placards of photographs of the top three

presidential candidates, Mw#ibaki of the PNU, RaiaOdinga of the ODM and

Kalonzo Musyoka of ODMKenya. The froap age edi t or i al is billed
peaceo (all in capital l etters) across the t
leaders today, we appeal to you to rely on your inner voice to preserve harmony and

securiy O . This focus on peace is significant gi

and anticipated closeness of the election.

The lengthy 33paragraph editorial continues on page six of the publication under the
headline fAWe are aul Ek e poincasimiixdg wbdbor Pagpeace
dedicated to the elections and includes a photograph of ECK chairperson Samuel Kivuitu

and a cartoon. The photograph presents Kivuitu wagging his finger in the manner of one

instructing others. The cartoon by Kham pays a woman casting her vote at the ballot

box whie five men wearing shorts, vests and boxing gloves lie sprawled on the ground,

all a bit battered and bruised in the course ofttent est at i on. The mends
four poltical afflations: KPPODM-K e ny a , ODM and fAOtherso and |

indicate that these are the respective party leaders. The fith man, PNU leader Mwai
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Kibaki, lies entangled between Kalonidusyoka and RaieOdinga. The speech bubble
above the head of theoman, presumably metonymic for the Kenyan citizenry, reads,

AROkay gentl emen, ddciBes 0 now time for me to

The editorial is divided into three sections, the first comprisidgparagraphs, the second

comprising 16 paragraphs and the third comprisisg paragraphs. The first section

addresses the voters directly and polemically. Itbegnp byoposing that the i
i mportant candidateo in the gener al election
candidate, who wil enable the voter to exercise theinatratic right is identified as

APEACEO. R througlg todaoydlires wha the editorial considers necessary to

achieve this reminding Kenyans that peace is the preferable outcome of the elections,

and appealing to Kenyans to act within the. l&®egonsibility for this is given to voters

The editorial alsacautions against divisiveness, against Kenyans becoming enemies with

each othebecause they have different allegiances.

Paragraphdive to 11 dwell on peace: Kenyans shouldte peacefully, wiking a good
outcome for all involved perhaps suggestive of a recognition that this might not be the
case. Peaceful conditions are the prerequisite for Kenyans to exerciseghheé® choose
their leadersIt moves to the issue of ethnicity and the wsiég ofharmonious
coexistence.This polemic around peace moves to placing responsibility for harmony on

Kenyan citizensand presumes that the elected leadeils make efforts to unite Kenyans

The second section, beginning wplaragraph 18ums up its argument thus favho

wins the election depends on Kenyahsnoves to focus on the rof the election for

the future and future generation$ does this by reminding the reader of the palsé

role of the future government is identifie|ds cr eating an fAenabling en
Kenyans. ParagrappQonwar ds proposes a range of questi
which party sufficiently addresses the Kenyan dreahich presidential candidate has

adequately addresseeértinent issueso erable exploitation of opportuntties for the

advancement ddll Kenyans;which parllamentary candidate is able to mobilibe
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citizenry; and which of the candidates running in the civic elections demonstrate respect

for the local authorities in identifyinglevelopment priorities.

In paragraph 2faragraphthe editorial uses these question to mike points. First, the

importance of the election is construed here as centred dgstlesof creating an

enabling environment for broad improvement in theslvd Kenyans and the equitable
distribution of the c oareinfornedtsat there areothreec e s . Sec
elections happening on this day and reiteratas uhtershawe an important role to plagt

civic, legislative and presidential leveBhird, the role of the voter in the democratic

processvhich requires them to be actively engaged in their democratic processes

Finally, it argues against stlled fithreepiece sub voting whereby leaders are chosen

with little consideration of theipolicies.

The last third of the editorial addresses the voter dirdotliemind him/her of their
responsibility tovote This responsibility is couched in terms of its global significance

and turns to the role of the ECK. It proposes that the ECK chairman Samuel Kivuitu
should have ensured a free and fair electoral system by the day of voting. Whie the
delvery of transparg elections depends on the ECK and the security apparatus,
responsibility for transparency is also thety of all Kenyanswvho should report rigging
allegations to the media and the relevant authorities. The final paragraph of the editorial
concludes bytating it is the responsibility of the ECK and police to ensure transparency

in the dayods election and to guarantee that

Analysis

Similarities abound between the independent anegpoov e r n me n t publication:
content in their rbntpage editorials on voting day. Reminiscent ofNfaiond s -dayp

Yo u d eDailydNation 2007. Dec 27:1)theStandard s AYour vot e, your
(Standard2007. Dec 27:1)eiterates cals to Kenyans to shoulder the responsibility of

Thefit hpieees ui t © refers to the three concurrent
and presidential.
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voting andkeeping the peace, invoking a moral subject amidsgoimg corruption and

violence.

In much the same way as th&tiond s -dfiaDy , Y o uDaily &lationd2@0@. De€c
27:1) the editorial is effectively a polemic that makes direct and repeated calls to

Kenyans to shoulder the responsibility of voting to ensure a peaceful future for the

country. I't uses imperatives to do this: Ay o
active participant in the way you aoue govern
democratic right to choose your |l eader so. Th
flagged repeatedly too: Ayou, the voter, can

huge stake in deciding the futyutepromd your co
Kenyads nascent democracyéo,; and Aé-you wil!/l
given right to choose your | eaderso. Ther e i

charged with this duty for it presents the delberative argumett thh who becomes

Kenyads next president i's squarely in the ha
Kenyans are addressed explicitly in their ro
five times, as well as fiyou as tmmn elector at

citizens are referred to as Ayouo twenty sixX

I n contrast, they infrequently identify as f
Aweo only once. The direct c mshilitysforthen Kenyan c
future of their country by voting, and by ndAv

Proppian character function of hero of the editorial narrative; they are being sent on a

guest to ensuring a responsible outcome to the elections.

In Proppian terms the ECK and poliddfil the role of helper for their role is to ensure

the rule of law and a peaceful election. The faciltation of a free and fair election is

acknowledged to rest with the ECK and the police for, as the editorielsnopt fiét he ent i |
world is banking on the integrity, impartiality and commitment to the democratic process

of the ECK under the leadership of Mr Samuel

should have ensured that the general election is free, faraamddrp ar ent 0 and fAit
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the ECK and police to ensure todayds General

seen to be so0 and fAthe ECK and security app

The publication constitutes itself as a dohaf advicei to enable the collective citizen

hero to achieve the quest identi fied. I n Aou
Afas a media houseéappealing to adflthe Kenyanso
following questionso. These include which pa
dr eamo, which candidate has addressed issues
creation of wealth, equitabl e déwcantlidatp ment an

is a Adbdpeopl es wapanashiskiSwahili forroitizdns)l and whinhgcivic

candidate best understands the role of local authorities. According to the publication,

Afrom these questions four I npissues @ thet points

creation of an enabling environment to alow for thealihd improvement of the lot of

all Kenyan people and the equitable distribu
different elections, for civic authorities, parliamentary didates and presidential

candidates are happening on voting day; that
democratic process that goes beyond casting

in how fAyou are governedo;abaomud drheo uirnaagiinfg s K

character, strengths and weaknesses of indiyv

That Kenya is presumed to be a harmonious nation is evident in statements which refer to

Al t hcentindedharmonious cee xi st ence of Kenyaodsd varied rac
religionséo (emphasis a d presaehvenationalrhdrmoaya | | i ng on
and securityo, both statements implying an e

Ot her references are made to the fcountryods

democracyo, portraying Kenya as a flourishin
uses a forensic argument that invokes a part
dreamo (twice) as fHepitomi-sdegendence t he call of
governne n t for the eradication o fStandgrdngokes nc e, po
this construction of the past as inducement

country decide how to grapple with mehe futur
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gover nment is credited as having given fdfever

advancement in an atmosphere of ethnic, racial and religious harmony-and tcos t e nc e 0 .

In the argument the editorial presents it constructs a particular accountyaf Kiéwe

construction of nation and nationhood are frequently flagged during elections. As such,

the Standardportrays Kenya as a nation united, flagging harmonious ethnic coexistence

and a fair and equitable distribution of resources as the bedrock dm thimation is

united. National security, the instrument of the Kenyan state, is constituted benignly here

as dApillars of the countrydés nationhood and
benefit of this and f ut ur wificatjen neinvokd a sense o . Thi
of patriotism. Whie such strategies have their seduction, here it delberately overlooks

the documented ethnic tensions that have existed in Kenya since the advent of democracy

along with the alleged privieging of certaitheic groups over others since the 1960s. In
addition, the fiequitable distribution of the
unrest around land in Kenya, a topical issue in the 2007 election, which is also thought to

have been allocated along athines

This attempt at unifying extends t pthet he publ
main focus of this researchn addition to the summons to vote, Kenyanscawnselled
abouttheir civic duty with theStandardmoving to a courteous imgpative as it asks
Kenyans to Aplease remembero to Arely on the
har mony and securityo. As such, the editoria

moral call.

Kenyans themselves are constructed in two opposing Wwathis editorigl which is
significant gi ven t Inither deettpldag to Kenfrmthes on i den

Standardgoes beyond poltical awareness, in an address to a moral subject, appealing to

conscience in protectn ndyr eaanndd u(pnmeonlitdiionnge di tthvei
t hat Kenyans fAhave a role in the democratic
to preserve national har mony and securityo,

wiselyéwith your C 0 n sot yoer maigebour amch mray forwtits h  ( peac
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prevail throughout the countryo. Those who a
are tasked with protecting AKenyads nascent
would partake in Avotid hobeatwihnrog warud dr i g o npgudr
personal and or vested interests, threaten t
subject, there exists the immoral one. Given the portrayal of Kenya as a unified nation,

the question may well arise, who are theskviduals who would threaten to rig, cheat

and under mine Kenyaobs dstamdadsuggests zhatthe anot her
elected leaders wildl be of no wuse if they ha
gener at e dplebisgitét o(deanypddsal)s If tikefimaath Kenyans are unified,

those who do not conform to this subject position are expurgated. Those who oppose the
Standard s pleas are presented as having fdperson
Aunder mi neo Kenyahi diétescoptioascwhich stand id stdilkp | e

contrast to the united nation the article purports to portray.

Paradoxically, there are references to an underbelly which contradicts the portrayal of

Kenya as a unified, harmonious nation ahead of the ele@idn.at e me ntwhensuch as,
peace prevails you wil be able to exercise constitutional andyged right to choose

leadersof your own volitiorandwi t hout i nduc e emphadis add@dandoer ci on¢
A w h thame is peace and the country is united soello ( emphasis added) in
of unrest as the publication looks to a peaceful future. It implies that peace does not

prevail and it gestures to the coercion and inducements that accompany these elections.

Whie these arsedulouslyavoided here, reference has been made to individuals,

described as the powerful elte, orchestrating violeooeofselfi nt er e s t (ANip pol
violence i n DaityeNatibn07.dec 3:d0iviolence: ECK should have

acted DBalyNateom 2007. Dec 26:10).

I n addition, while references to-the fdethnic
existenceo imply wunity among Kenyans, staten
wil be natural for the leaders you choose today to move to unite the country behind them

because elections divide people because they

elected president émust unite and rally the p
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an awareness of fragmentation and division among Kenyans ahead of the elections i

spite of the attempt to paper over these <cr a
p e o pnlpartcular implies social dissolution at times of voting which must be repaired

afterwards. One might consider why the publication deems it necessamnjirio re

Kenyans of this iif they are already coexisti
harmony. This acknowledgement of disharmony occurs right in the opening paragraphs

when theStandardr e mi nd s Kenyans t hat Afchooeshohg one ¢
mean that the person you did not vote for is
person you did not vote for must remain your good friends, neighbours and countrymen

and countrywomeno.

Far from the idyllic portrayal of Kenya it would prefehe Standards making use of

deliberative argument to dissuade against particular conduct to avoid a state of disaster.

In distinguishing between what ttandardries to convey and the actual circumstances

at the time of voting, it is helpful to codsr what theStandardsuggests is at stake for

Kenyans if they do not vote and if the election does not go smoothly. According to the
article, the future of Kenyans is inextricab
even more important reason yshould vote today is that this General Election is about
Kenyads future. By Kenyads future we mean yo
your children. o Simil|lerxligtecoat whltédbbafifmoni
this and future generai o ns O . While this <call is an emoti
distant future, the consequences of a botched election have more immediate
consequences, suggested in the statement t ha
Kenyao if tulpeydamwathr dcavel[ i ng] the country
descriptions portray a nation on the brink, requiring peaceful interventions and unifying

of its people, functions which the editorial attemptsulfd .

In its disavowal of ethnic tensions (saee one brief mention), unrest about land
ownership and government accountability, the publication pontificates, using ideal
portrayals of Kenya and revealing that while issues of ethnicity, allocation of resources

and government accountability are notramkledged, they are implicit and crucial
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aspects to the soejpolitical climate. Whie it appeals to Kenyans to make an informed
decision when casting their vote, it provides no critical engagement of topical issues of
the elections, opting instead for dealised portrayal of Kenya and Kenyans in an

attempt to dissuade against violence.

The fact that the publication does not discuss these issues which are widely
acknowledged to be of crucial importance in poltics in Kenya suggests an argument
made by aro-government publication, which evades criticising the current leaders or
party leaders and implicitly supports the existing regime. Having overlooked these issues,
the article appeals to unity among Kenyans at all costs, warning of the dire consequence
that could befall al Kenyans if they do not follow through, thus portraying Kenya, the
ECK and police in misleading ways. Understood in this wayStiedarddoes not fulfil

the monitorial roleit professes Rather, given its evasion of key issues anglkeading

portrayal of Kenya, the publication here glagycollaborative role with the existing

regime, implicitly condoning the existing regime.

4.2.6. Daily Nation 2007.Chaos as Kibaki sworn.irbec 311.
(Appendix § page 13}

Synopsis

The fontpge news report runs across the publicat
subheadings, AKivuitu declares PNU candidate
Raila is Presider¢ | ec t 0; AMi chuki [ PNUGs internal sec.!
broadaadt fiV;i ol ence eruptso below the headlin

results of the election can be found on pagé&s P4, 15, 20, 21 and the back page. The
page features two photographs blazing fre with bilowing smoke is posttioned to the

left of the page anchored with a caption stating that it is a house in Mathare slums,
Nairobi. To its right is an image of Chief Justice Evan Gicheru in full legal dress standing
next to President Kibaki, holding what is presumably a Bible, during his sweiaring
ceremony. Kibaki appears to be reading from a lectern, as he looks down to read his cue

and speaks into a microphone. Below this photograph there is a graphic of the
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APresidential styles photagmpihs of Kibakd andhGdiega plangside
their final voting results: 4,584,721 (Kibaki) and 4,352,993 (Odinga).

The second page where the article is run wund
second term amid v iisopbsiionedebelow rh ev abrai nonuesr , t oiviknesnoy «
decideso, at the top of the page. The articl
Commission of Kenya (ECK) Chairman Samuel Kivuitu addressing a press conference in
Nairobi anchored with the captisforthe fAHe was t
presidential election but was disrupted afte
photograph there is another graphic documenting the declared election results and

subsequent number of parlamentary seats of the 18 political parties.

The first four paragraphs of the article portray the precarious poltical environment in

Kenya following the swearing in of incumbent President Kibaki, notingurihestthat

erupted and both partiesd claims to |egiti ma
Par agraphs two and three document ODM Il eader
is thewinner. Par agraph four notes President Kibaki 6

outcome of the pols

The remainder of the article is structured under two subheadingé Cr edi bl e el ect i
and AShouting matcho. ACredible electionso b
which he thanks the ECK, security agents, observers and all other playalitating

free and fair electionsin contrast to this account, pgraphs6 to 8 document the

unprecedented suspension by government of all live broadcasts and the Media Council of

Kenyads moves to consider a response.

Paragraph®to13d et ai | ECK chairman Samuel Kivuituds
nation just abad of announcing the presidential winner, which is not necessarily the type

of response one might expect under the circumstances. He does obliquely acknowledge

the contestation of the resultsid notes that whie the ODM had raised a number of

concerns rgarding the results, the ECK could not resolve these in the manner suggested
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by ODM. ParagrapHhl4 identifies the geographical locations of the violent outbursts as
occurring in parts of Nairobi, Mombasa, Kiifi and Kakamega while in conkaistb a k i 6 s

PNU supporters were celebrating in Central Province and parts of Nairobi.

Contestations over the legitimacy of the elections are documented in paragraphs fiteen to
seventeen European Union chief election observer Alexander Graf Lambsdorff
pronounced that thECK had failed to establish the credibility of the tallying process
Paragraphl8to 20 summarise the resulisa which only 231,728 votes separated Kibaki

and Odinga. The ensuing violence discdskeparagrapi21to 24 includes references to

the violence

The secondssheading of the article, AShouting mat
between polticians from ODM and PNU who argued over the final tally of votes for each
candidate. First it references the nightg audit of results for Kajiado North andold

constituencies on 30 December 2007. ODM secrgfagyn e r a | Anyang Nyongdo
the ECK to make public the results of the audit report before announcing the winner of

the election, as the ODM were insistent on a verification report being made public

Paragraphs thirty to thitfour are confined to the unfolding of the announcement of the

Presidential winner.

Analysis

Within the context of the overarching narrative this piece represenexpligit moment

of disruption of the extended election narrativas it documents the outbreak of violence
across Nairobi and further afield in Kenya, as a response to delays in the announcement
of the presidential winner, and then in protest to the resiis.article is significanto

this study as it provides a seeminglyalance@ account of events as they unfolded, in

ine with journalistic imperatives. However, whie appearing -partisan, the article

privileges certain individuals and poltical ideals over others.

First Kibaki is reported on. In the opening paragraphs Kibaki makes plain his

construction of his wvictory as a result of a
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supportive of those who have enabled his success. His account duly recognises the ECK,
Asecapgentys, observers and all other playerso
conduct of honest, orderly and credible elections that have enabled the true verdict of the
people to prevailo. | n Natidnassa viitee eader. Havgp i s port
won the presidential seat, Kibaki can be understood as the Proppiaof Heranarrative.

Kibakidés claims to |legitimacy are contested
presidential seat positions their leader, Odinga ultimately as the falseftibeo

narrative In Proppian terms the false hero sets out on a quest but fails. Having lost the

election by a slim margin of 200 000 votes, Odinga has failed at his mission. But his loss

is contested by his supporterast,icahad yar e afmrde a

describe Odinga as Athe |l egitimate president

ECK chairman Samuel Kivuitu is the main voice of the piece and is quoted directly in
four paragraphs, validating his posttion as the helper, as chairman of the ECK. The only
other people quotedirectly are Kibaki and European Union chief election observer Mr
Alexander Graf Lambsdorff, suggesting the perceived importance of Kivuitu, and the
organisation he heads, at this stage of events. He is afforded by far the most coverage in

the piece.

The disruption of the narrative, that is the delay in the release of the results and
contestation over the |l egitimacy of Kibakids
the Nation But there is no meaningful engagement with the current context asoihee

for this. Rather, the piece contains an array of contesting opinions as to the legitimacy of

the election,arguably justified aan attempt to portray a balanced view.

If the election was free and fair, it was not seen to be so, as documentednumérous

contestations throughout the piece. Perhaps in an effort to appear to provide a balanced

account of events the publication acknowledges the various contestations, which include
Ariots and protestso in part P, acsateni€@ ny a ; comp
from ODM MP William Ntimama detailing the OEL
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statement from European Union chief election observer Alexander Graf in which he

notes discrepancies and irregularities in the release of results; and ackmewledged

by ECK chairman Samuel Kivuitu. A direct quote (paragraph twelve) by Kivuitu refers to

the fAimoodo as fApainfulo. The publication doe
ODM officialsd numerous al |l edautsieadimgsuptof t ampe
the publication of this article, culminating in an audit of the results from certain

constituencies, it is clearly a volatile poliical situation. However, the article makes no

reference to the immediate context, which saw Kivuituie@do an audit of the results

already announced after facing pressure from ODM agents who pointed out that some
results being announced by the ECKO6s tallyin
constituency level (International Crisis Group, 2008).iMguithe audit, party agents

agreed that the results of 44 constituencies already announced were untrustworthy, as

they were not supported by proper legal documentation. Nineteen additional results were

yet to be announced.

While the ECK is tasked with overseeing the election and ensuring its legitimacy, and is

praised for doing so, references throughout the article point to the climate of poliical
instability which work to discrtreddtithe Ki baki 0s
portrayal of the ECK as a credible institution. Suspicion delays the release of the results,

which according to the article, gives rise to chaos and protests. But the publication does

not engage meaningfully with the notions of suspicion ambsiion. This information

would provide greater context for ODMGs grie
seem increasingly unlikely. Its omission utimately comprises a lack of information and

evidence on behalf of the publication, which refersifleetg | v t o fAt his and ot
irregularitieso. Tritigeier of the iugprecadestenl bladat ofdMe s e nc e o f
media coverage by governmeand thus evidence of compliance by the newspaper with

media censorshipNo further explanation fomte nat ur e of Aalarming ma
provided. As such, the article notes the events of the day, which include a highly unusual

media ban and heightened poltical unrest, largely due to suspicion over the legtimacy of

the results, but provides no investign or critical evaluation of these elements.
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As with previous analyses, there is the problem that remains unnamed. One is left to
presume that the unrest is polticaihtivated, given the contested results and the ethnic
supportbases of the respei parties, but there is no confirmation of this in the article.

In keeping with the previous articles in this analysis, there is no mention of ethnic
affiliation or indeed any information on who was involved in the violence, making the

link to geographichlocation (and the deductions drawn from this) more pertinent. The
naming of geographical locations provides an opportunity for analysis. The eruptions of
violence are located in parts of Nairobi, Eldoret, Kericho, Kisumu, Mombasa, Kilifi and
Kakamega. Horet, Kericho, Kisumu and Kakamega in the south west of the country
featured prominently as violence hot spots in the 2007/2008efemsdibn violence, while
Mombasa and Kiifi are located in Coastal Province on the south east and also saw
outbursts of wlence. Onean only tryto deduce, from these locations, which groups

mi ght have been involved. PNUG6s supporters,
originate from the Central and Eastern Provinces are strongly represented in the Nairobi
Area, Coast Provncend t he Ri ft Valley as a result o f
constituencies are Luo, Luhya and Kalenjin, who originate from Nyanza and Western
Provinces and the Rift Valey and are equally strongly represented in the major towns.
ODM also has a significanbllowing among the coastal Muslims and in North Eastern
Province. The western belt is known to comprise a complex mix of ethnic groups
including the Kalenjn, Luo, Luyha and Kisii and is considered an ODM stronghold
interspersed with minority Kikuyu groupsnd PNU support bases, similar to the south

east. While the article does not refiect on who the perpetrators of the violence are, this is
the closest the researcher has come to deducing the ethnic affiliation of those involved in
the violence based on wikethe violence was taking place. From this analyss nibt

clear who the conflict was between, butvibuld appear that a mixture of ODM
supportersncluding Kalenjn, Luo, Luyha and Kisiiand PNU supporters, Kikuyu, may

have been involved.

In a sems , given the publicationés acknowl edge me
this might appear at first glance to provide a balanced account of events, but the

structuring and framing employed suggests otherwise. Given the degree of contestation
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and patical clmate of the time, it becomes highly unlikely that the elections were free

and fair. However, while noting these issues, the publication fais to provide any critical
engagemenivith them. Kibaki is quoted directly in support of the results, yginga is

absent, serving to establish Kibaki as the dominant source and lend credibility to his
opinion. The selection of the subheading, i C
paragraph indicates tidationrd s position in sim@port of the e
I n the end, the | egiti maaoght wih fcont&statog ksi 6 s posit
utimately left unchallenged by théation,which recognises Kibaki as the winner of the

elections and the legitimate president. By faiing to provide contexhédoallegations of

vote rigging the publication implicitly condones the results, utimately faiing to perform

in the watchdog or monitorial capacity, and rather can be understood to be acting

collaboratively with government in its portrayal of events lo# of critical insights into

the reasons for the widespread unrest.

4.2.7. Ongiri, 1. 2008.1 acted under a lot of pressure, says KivulBiandardJan 21.

(Appendix 7 page 13B

Synopsis

The article, which carries the thrgearters of a page lengtarge side portrait format

photograph of Kivuitu looking to his left with his hand slightly covering his face,

presents Kivuituds fAdamning admissionodo benea
won election, Pol | a He@dds PN§ algDBM-Kedya pushedn 6 t knowo
him to release di s p tstyle photographsudf Kisaki, ©dindahande e pas s
Alexander Lambsdorff, the chief EU election observer, are postioned below along with a
guote by each of them: A Wi heding and esconciiabiom s behin
among KéKybako; AKi baki mu s t first step asid
t hat he was noiRaie;lfresideatidl pdt boksscredidity tam an

independent audit should be instituted to redtifings 1 Lambsdorfd (seemingly not a

direct quote).

The article opens with Kivuitubés admission t

presidential election under pressure. The announcemertatias dramatic impact on the

86



country as violence escalated fo o wi ng Ki v uThe aedibiity ®fthat e ment .

election is the focus of paragraphs three to five. Kivaitimits to beingunsure of who

won the electonandtakingt he presi dent i al election winner q
in Nairobi under dures®On arriving at State House Kivuitu was surprised to find the

Chief Justice Wily Mutunga (athough he is not named personally in the article) there

ready to swean Kibaki. He further describes himself as having been pressurised and

harassedo announcethe results.

Paragraphs seven to eleven relate attempts by a number of ambassadors from European
Union countries and Mr Main&iai of the Kenya National Commission on Human

Rights to address the complaints before announcing the results. Kivuitu admits to having
considered resignation but decided against it to avoid being considesddHe

considers the contestation over theukssof the utmost importancbut he himself does

not have the legal mandate to undertake such an investigation.

Whie individuals involved in coercing him are unnamed Kivuitu notes that the ECK was
consulting with | awyer sal aud isveferred tons support f
paragraphs 13to 16, one that would investiga
close the article with reference to an anticipated meeting of external electoral officers

coming to Kenya, and an ECK houseeping meetingvhich condemned the violence.

Analysis

This article, lke the previous analysis, tfRationb s fAChaos as DBalybaki swor
Nation,31 December 2007), responds to the moment of disruption: the country has been

plunged intoposel ection violence Aof a scale never \
intial claims of vote rigging and the shour delay in the release of results, and

exacerbated by news of the result itself. Whie intermittent outbreaks of violence had

plagued most of the election in its final stages, this marks the extended moment of major
disruption within the overarching narrative as hundreds of people lost their ve

overnight following Kivuituds admissions.
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I n Proppian terms the ECK can be understood
a rigged election causing harm to the members of the Kenglamilyd having faied
itS questto run a legitimate angbeaceful election, a failurgvith dire consequences for the

country as violence erupted across Kenya within hours of his admissions.

At a time when tensions were at their highest in the country, the article essentially

comprises a verbatim account oWkl i t u6s admi ssions with no fur
investigation of or explanation for his behaviour or the coumide unrest. Kivuitu is

the only speaking subject in the article, and is quoted directly seven times, positioning

him as the main subject. Heissder i bed as f#Apolls bosso, AKIi vui
ECK chairmano, a continuation of the war met
coverage nthebuld p to the el ect i orStandard200/.Dec win 1 s a
71).

The Standardreportst h a t Kivuitu admitted to acting fAun
not knowo if Kibaki won the electionso, stat
the institution that was publicly praised by both M&tionand Standardn the buildup

tothe eledton as being able to ensure the wupholdir
ECK shoul d ha\Daily Mation @07. Beo 2611G# Bday, You decide ,

Daily Nation 2007. Dec 271 Your v ot e Syaodand200Y.HDed 27:)The

besieged chairman is quoted as saying he had considered resigning in the wake of the
chaos, but decided against it Abecause | don

Kiwuitu endorses himself as he implies thetiaining his posttion is the cogeous thing

to do.
TheStandarda c k nowl edges the impact Kivuituds admi
unr est in the country, noting Kivuitubs anno

election violence the country has ever sééowever, it is iteresting to note that it is the
statement that is blamed and not the actions of the presidential pértg. fimagni t ude 0
Kivuituds ad miresaching implicatighsv re mow beihgafelt across the

countryo also creatreaddifibtihlei tfyur d fh ettheed eenlte citni ot
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publication stops there, faling to provide any further context or critical engagement with

these issues.

In keeping with all previous analyses, very little information is given about the nature of

the violence owho is involved. While references are made to the contested results as
Afiercely contestedo and the poll outcome as
perpetrators of the violence are again absen
considered theatalyst for the eruption of pesfection violence, but not for why it

should be so. 1t is referred t-eecwnmply in br
violenced as a consequence of Anational tens
and in repding in liberal democracies it is anticipated that these would be named.

Further evasion of the underlying reasons for the tension occurs in a refusal to name it:

Kivuitu reffiest he contestati on of the results as At h

amse from the poll r e s u l-dligned. positon, \admis to , presum
being harassed: he was fiunder pressureo, i un
alleged pressure to declare resultso, Apar al

and more specificall yKemryoam |fesaodneer sR®N U Paanrdt yO Dol
pressured him by Acalling me frequently €& to
significant that the pressure comes from the
tis also worth noting t Ipedsueksinotunotadad s acquies

cowardiceby the Standard

Notably Kivuitu dfel!l short of iAMN&UJmandng t he in
ODM-Kenyai who coerced hi mo, anedd bgtheStandaree st i gat i on
Given that theStandards known to be pragovernment, perhaps their silence on who

pressusged Kiwuitu is notthat surprising. Kivuitu appears to shoulder all responsibility

for the chaos and violence, whie being vindicated bySttaadardin doing so. As such,

the entire debacle has been explained away by one individual, with an emphasis on

impartiality, a convenient portrayal by a pgovernment publication.
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The evasion of naming the relevant issues calls into question the rbée BEK during
election time, and casts doubt over its eficacy or clout. In this way they are censured
discursively in this article. Democratic societies have regulations to ensure a level of
public accountability, particularly during election time, yas thrticle lays responsibility
implicitly now at the feet of Kivuitu. Surely one would expect Kivuitu to name the
individuals who pressurised him so, and one might expecstinedardo name the

perpetrators of the violence or to enquire into this.

Despte the obvious <challenges to Kivuitu and
makes sever al attempts to salvage an image o
commit ment to act AStandaldisn ptolrd rlagwd. oHe rKa vuhe
statementsseekto construct him as a man of conscience, appealing to the law in the

midst of chaos and suggesting ways the ECK is complying. Kivuitu appears to be

handing over responsibility to the legal fraternityeis quoted a s ayi ng, Ai f éRai | i
President, SO0O be it .Stadddrd $ t c @ 8 s tKri bbatddy n s@f b€
to underplay any personal responsibility for the uncertainty as to the winner of the

election: rather than implicate Kivuitu and the KE@s corrupt and compliant in the

confusion, the article almost vindicates them as uninformed and impartial.

Kivuitubs wexplanation for announcing the res
mal practi ce, was fibecause t hneestigpgemmi ssion had
compl aints raised by the opposition immediat
operating within a legal framework, or at least adhering to one. In the face of mounting
cynicism, Kivuitu states thado, Aaddsngnatheaetr ot
commi ssion was fAconsulting eminent | awyer so
| awo. Such references presuppose, firstly, t
and is committed to seeing this through, despite mountingereed to the contrary; and
secondly, that there is a functioning legal and judicial system in place, which appears

increasingly unikely as the realty of the elections becomes clearer.
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While Kiwuitu claims to be operating within a framework of legtimaggverned by the

rule of law, an assessment of the situation and his behawithin it would suggest that

unlawful behavior abounds,and that when faced with the challenge of contested results,

the ECK really has no authority to manage the situatiomteadscaling for external

investigations to solve the dispute. The argument, yet again, is to construct the

admi ssions of corruption and malpractice as
admission and th&tandar® s p o r t seenytadontraat fthe reality of the situation

as it unfolds.

In a similar vein to previous analyses, along with a silence on the context for the violence
and its perpetrators, there is no mention of ethnicity in the piece despite widespread
perception that the vialee had ethnic undertones. This evasive tone calls into question
the role of journalism in this articlé the lack of information appears to comprise a

similar disavowal to that of Kivuitu. By failing to provide any critical engagement with

Ki vui t usibrss amd themiinglications, tietandardmplicitly condones the

existing regime, akin to a colaborative role.

4.2.8. Daily Nation 2008.Save our belovedoeintry Jan 3t.
(Appendix 8 page 13p

Synopsis

The rontpage features the headline fiSave our Bel
beneath it that reads, ANo grievance and no
children. The orgies of looting wundermine th
also rders toff ul | report stén Tamlarge aatristyle tphotographs of

PNU leader President Mw#iibaki and ODM leader Rail@dinga are postioned side by

side, both with stern gazes and furrowed brows, positoned as though they are engaged in

a conversational deadlock. The-g2Zar agr aph piece designated as
on the second page of the publication wunder

r u,j suggestive of a more democratic, rightsed approach
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The extent of the postelection violence is foregrounded in the opening four paragraphs
of the editorial In response to the chaos, the news media have agreemfront the
chaos and call foranend referring to the publicationsd u

headlines

The comment then focuses on the M@ARight to |i
precarious situation is described in paragraphs five to nine, with reference to the violence

and calls for those in authority tespect the right to life Despite thedamage, the

publication calls on poltical leadership to take its final opportunityesoue the situation

in paragraph 10, and help restore public confidence and safety.

Securing the safety of all K epubjcationsnoteshoul d b e
in paragraph 12, as negotiations are unikely to prove succe$k&iNationcalls on

those with armies tput an end to the fightingnd for leaders to involve themselves in

peacefinding missions across the country. The publication esaduggestions on how the

postelection violence can be handled and contained, including Kibaki and Odinga

engaging immediately in negotiations to explore a pestaring agreement, the creation

of an interim government, the launch of a public inquiry e conduct of the election,

and overhaul of the ECK.

Analysis

The editorial ds headl i ne,Cry,ithe Beoved Cauitfly a r refra
makes theN a t 5 iotent@n plain in the opening paragraph® join the Kenyan news

mediainbeig Aforthright and united in confronti ng
absence of any meaningful action from their leaders, the publicegibognisesthe

disruption (violence) andddressethe chaos and violence that has claimed hundreds of

ives ®© far and that is portrayed as a direct ¢

the Nationfulfils the role of the Proppian hero as it admonishes those causing the

violence and attempts to restore a peaceful equilbrium. In line with this recqgtiit®n

editorial suggests ways of managing the crisis and facilitating negotiations toward a

’The intertextual reference is worth noting for its invocation of a nation in distress.
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peaceful out c o me, appealing to political | e a
the country back from theifdeaderkdadnd |1t makes r
Ami dgdrloeund positionso, for Kibaki and Odinga
powersharing agreement, consider the creation of an interim government, the launch of a

public inquiry into the conduct of the election, and an utimate oveibkihie ECK.

The editorial is explicit aboaditblamesthe i s r espo
leaders personally, for the first time holding them publicly accountable for their

perceived role in the violdnse.cabastrolpéeoas
Nationr ef er s to fdApolitical l eaders on both side
| eader s hliipmer siham dbot h sideso, At hose with a
Al eader so. They are namedop@eMs ORahbao,in dire
ARaOdangao, AMr Odingao, AMr William Rutoo,

Kibakio to int etheleadersas thepbteritiasd vilaipmso o the riarativs
assisted by helpers (in this case, the leaders of ariédle this marks a significant
change from earlier articles, tis stil heeging as theNationevade being specific

and giving precise infonation, yet another act of a masquerade.

The villains are assisted by the villainsd h
destructiono, At heir supporterso, AKenyanso
of people whose |ives of comfortoyingnd | uxury
At heir own economy, their homes and entire w
portrayed as costing Kenyans and the country deathough no detais on who

allegedly rigged and stole the election are providéehnyais described in the opening

paragraphouwts, asfmbukradéring ruino, its economy
violence. Kenya and Ainnocent Kenyanso, i ma n
of the narrative in Proppian t esmwthsthe They pay
Ablood of Kenyan childrendo and the #Acries of
Asystematic killing of Thédpeblcatomextendsnthted s weeps

victimisation of Kenyans as their landdecimated and serves to personiigenya and

emphasise the damage being inficted onthe land:ikef nya as fAbeloved cou
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exhausted countryo, whchi bt h ehddsfadmnkr notf autvi | W

smouldering ruino

The editorial makes bold statements as one in #igpo®f authority, helping to construct

an epideictic argument based on the portrayal of itself as honourable, trustworthy and

committed to the cause: ifithere 1is no cause
lifeo, Aino grievamnk et haendi mnoo cceanus eb lico dvoo f Ke
mustbe a blind and deaf person wimo Idioteiscnadlt h e :
| eadmustdhéee told in no uncertain termso, it (S
reason will pbevmao | bastiitrhger pe & @alinewi t hout j us
positionso taken by some political of ficials
empl oyment of obligation modality here (Amus

to which theNationbelievesaction must be taken to curb the violence. The statements
also reflect a moral posttion assumed byNaion its authoritative tone explicit in the

use of imperatives. Such statements suggest the publication to presume itself to be in a
position of autbrity whereby it gives advice to Kenyans and political leaders about the

state of the country and finding a (peaceful) way forward.

The authoritarian editorial articulates a patriotic discourse in its condemnation of the

leaders. The publication presumesspeak on behalf of Kenyans, describing Kenya as

Aour beloved countryo, referring to fAour chi
polticians stand to loseredibility ii n t he eyes of Kenyanso. Il n i
leaders to overcome their differences and act to contain the violencBatilo® suggests

that AKenyans expecto and fAthey [ Kenyans] e X
leaders, thus purporting ghare similar concerns and fear the further destruction of the

country it shares with Kenyans. Inadvertently, such references cehsypeltical

leaders, comprising an epideictic argument in which the poltical elite are portrayed as
dishonourable inantrast to the suffering inflicted on their citizenBhe publication also

sees itself as acting in a role of authority, as it admonishes Kenyans for their

Aunbel i evab linadestfoyngortheirsehcroens shggioh, o mé s otheia nd i

entre way of i 0 (emphasis added). Thus in addition
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Kenyans are also portrayed as unreasonalilestroying their own happiness and

welbeing is unthinkable.

The leaders are further represented as insensitive to their own people, @ inaiep

leaders in their ways of excess. Their interests are somémigtsed by statements that

Aino cause is worth the innocent blood of Ken
person who does not hear 't he oosrcontngeotheof Kenya
frequent use of war metaphors as found in pr

Standard2007.Dec71) The wuse of censure serves to fur

cause. The leaders are chastised by the publication for engaging it ough t al k, gr
standing and empty poistc or i ngo which the editorial not e
anywher eo. Democr aci e-beingof al, hanewerutitere satlear f or t h

juxtaposition between the luxurious lifestyles of tredlers, with references made to the
Acomfor:t of their hotels and walled homes in
buletp r o o f ' i mousineso, and Awhose |ives of <co
and the realty of Kenyans. Theirs then is autacrat despotic behaviour without

concern for the public good. The publication
meeting rooms and into the countrysideo wher
they are removed from the violence engulfing tountry, seemingly unaffected. In stark

contrast, Kenyans are lving Ives of povestyicken refugees, fearing for their safety

and witnessing the fAdeath and destructiono f
extent to which elite leaders are mmd from the realty of the violence, whie Kenyans

pay the price for their |l eadersé interests.

Such portrayals continue the theme, prevalent in previous analyses, of the polticians as

powerful in the politically connected and financial sense, and lag@aimobilise Kenyans

for their cause (ANip paly Natiom2001.Ben 81; i n t he b
AViolence: ECK s h o DdilydNatiora 20@7. Dec26:80dnthese o ner 0,
instances the publications appear to acknowledge that theiguadt are capable of

orchestrating the violence for their own ends, providing a noteworthy commentary on the

discourse of power and privilege in Kenya at the time.
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Apart from implicating the leaders as instigators of the violence, the editorial reflects

similar trendsof previous analyses, iits side stepping any meaningful explanation for

the cause of the violence. The violence itse
rape and wanton, weadrchestrated bloetl et t i ng 0, Asylkd eimand cenkiol,l i
Aspread of disaffectiono and fislaughter (ed)o
Acaus|[es] oare the only explanation given, a
such a dramatic situation. In addition, whie Kibaki, Odinga and Rutanpiieated

personally for orchestrating the violence, there is also, in keeping with all previous

analyses, no mention of who is perpetrating the violence apart from broad references to
Aarmies of destructionodo and A Kaesows afragyo . Thi s
ethnic dimension to the news coverage, a curious trend given the alleged ethnic nature of

the violence. The reference to the | eaderso
support bases of the two camps, would suggest an ethmsibn to the violence, but

this is not mentioned. Instead, repeated calls to the national Kenyan identity are made
throughout the editorial, including the ment
similar uni fying attedmpt s Yoo DglyeNawod @800 anal ys
Dec273 AYour vot &tandgrd2007. Decl2Bli c e 0,

Thus while purporting to play a heroic role in recognising the destruction and caling for

a peaceful outcomdn a sense presuming a facilitative rdlee publication fails to make

any meaningful contribution towards this. Instead the argument is to appeal to a unified

national Kenyan identity, in the hopes that Kenyans wil belie the reality of their ethnic

differences and unite at such a time. Suchudisee work by theéNation, whie it appeals

to peace and unity at a fragmented time, is misleading and constitutes a disavowal, once

again, of pertinent issues. The reality of the current context is overlooked in favour of an

argument for unity. While this may appear in line with the monitorial rbteopress,

theNatiombs negation of reality and context over s

instance, reminiscent, instead, of a collaborative role.
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4.2.9. Standard 2008.Saveour beloved country. Jan 3t.

(Appendix 9 page 13y

Analysis

The article is placed alongside a large photograph of what appears to be the aftermath of
violence and looting shredded cardboard and debris from torched homes filing the
streets. The image of a young man dressed in black pants, a white shirt argshbésxk
clutching a blanket with what could presumably be possessions or a baby is placed to the

right of the article. The article begins beneath a box of headlnes, each placed next to the

i mage of a ballot box, whichrounchtbelcoutey AVi ol en
and chaos continues©o; ANairobi : ODM says its
ASuit: Law Society says it wi || sue over rig
Archbishop Tut u, South Africa poll of ficials

The editorial consists of 24 paragraphs, including 13 bullet points, which provide
information on the recosammeodeéd ofistbaaps ptubivac d
suggested ways of surviving the crisis. TBtandardstates in its two opening paraghs

that Kenyans need to put the elections behind .tii@aling on President Kibaki and

Raila Odinga to engage in dialogue, agree to be active participants in finding a peaceful

way forward and considering a power sharing agreement are considered aspegts to

the countryds survival, a scontesiatiomsdovarwho par agr ap
won the election look set to continulean alternative is not found, ttf&tandardsuggests

Kenyans unite and find a way forward together.

The publication awordingly sets out six proposals (in six buleted paragraphs) as an
afternative to the current situation. These include calls for: acknowledgment of the
challenge faced by all Kenyans as a result of the contested results; President Kibaki to
address Kenyan Odinga to drop preconditions for talks (which the publication notes he
did the night before going to print); government to emplayegotiator to find a way

forward; convene parliament and begin working on power sharing or transition
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agreements; to deé additional power sharing arrangements. The publication justifies

these recommendations in paragraph 11, gieendeadlock over the contested results.

The folowing seven paragraphs {18) documentthe deadlockKenya ispolarised the
position of Preident is not vacant (Kibaki already having been sworn in); supporters of
PNU and ODM disagree on who legtimately won the election; violence has claimed 300
lives so far; the aged, sick and chidren are innocent victims of the violande;

thousands havbeen displaced and thousands face starvation

The Standardoutines its concerns what could happen if Kibaki and Odinga donitet

to save the country from ruim paragraphs 124, noting that taking advantage of the

situation would alienate either tfem from their supporters. Instead, they should put the

interest of the country above their own. TBandardproposes in paragraph 22 that

neither Ki baki nor Odinga want to be respons

call for the leaders tactto save the country in the final paragraph.

Analysis

In essence, the editorial comprises a delberative argument witBtahelardappealing

to politicians and Kenyans to fAsave the coun
Kenyans and their country @& stake, given that in the absence of poltical intervention

Awhat seems certain is death and destruction
save Kenya from demise, comprising an argument essentially about the future survival of

East Afsiamadsofi peaceo.

The effects of the deliberative argument about the future of Kenya and familiar sience on

who is perpetrating the violence is to reify the crisis while caling for Kenyans to contain

it. In order to normalise this sttuation the pultica recognises the disruption, takes a

moral position and makes direct injunctions to polticians and Kenyans to resolve fi.

The disequilibrium (violence) is recognised by Bandara s a fAcri si s 0. It 0
as Achaoso and fnammarcihggd, bwhfiddatilrse arcdk destr

being fAhunted down and killedo. This is juxt
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Anor mal cyo, which is highlighted in the edit

to which the country wil return aftehe unprecedented eruption of violence.

A narrative analysis of the editorial reveals that3tendard much like theDaily

N at B edihiod ofthe same day, constructed itself as heroic as it recognises the
disruption, in this case the escalatilegels of violence, and acto remedy the situation

by caling for peace and unity among Kenyans and suggesting ways poltical leaders and
Kenyans can move past the violence to a peaceful society dbairarticle does not

discuss the results and theuss of voterigging though, essentially changing the line it

took in the preelection coverage, in which it advocated that Kenyans should decide.

Todorovds 5 stage Todorovds model ap

Standardds fHSave our b ¢

A state ofequilibrium Intermittent outbreaks of violence during

election campaign

A disruption of that equiibrium by some | Perpetrators of violence attack Kenyans

action kiling 300 to date and displacing
thousands

Recognition of the disruption The Standardrecognises the disruption

Attempts to restore the equilibrium The Standard &nd Daily Nation)

synchronise headlines and call for peace

and unity among Kenyans and leaders

A reinstatement of equilibrium Ideally a violence free society

Figue 6. Todor ovos mo d 8tandaadpsp | i alv et oo urheBel oved Co
(Standard 2008. Jan 3:1).

Given the unprecedented violence at the time of going to print, and a perceived lack of

direction and initiative from poltical leaders in finding a wagwvard, the publication

takes it upon ttself to point Kenyans in the direction of a peaceful outcome by proposing
recommendations that, if foll owed, wi || Abri

poltical leadership, th&tandardselfconstructs itself akero, caling for action and
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suggesting ways Kenyans <can get through the
editorial not es, Afwe are convincedo the curr
crystal clear to us @ the ditumton tp ther iadvantagea ns s houl d
References to fAweo are making these proposal
Rail aéo, Afwe proposeo and fiwe believeo, hel p
on the way to a peaceful future. As sucle $tandardcan be understood to fulfil the role

of the Proppian hero as it recognises the disequilibrium (violence) and assumes the quest

of restoring Kenya to a peaceful state through a combination of calls to peace, shaming

and implicating polticians ithe violence and attempts at unifying Kenyans.

In stark contrast to their leaders, theandards portrayed as honourable and as being
motivated to act for the best outcome of Kenyans, an approach which has the effect of
lending the publication crediity as it argues for the future of Kenya. In its cals to
Kenyans to move beyond the violence the publication once more makes use of unifying

strategies, including presuming to be able to speak on behalf of Kenyans with various

references dofndweodo, i Mmukwdiamg Aall of us, as
are faced with a serious <challengeo, Awe ar e
ahead with a solutionbo, Aour political |l eade

dear c o umdferegces. servd 1o pdrtray a sense of empathy and compassion with
Kenyans, and establish the publication as one of them, able to convey the concerns and

speak for them in times of crisis.

In Proppian terms the victims are recognised to be those who have lost their ives in the
violence, specifically the faged, sick and c
were being hunted down and kil l ebdan, in addit

displaced and who face starvation.

In stark contrast, poltical leaders, the two mentioned by name in the article being
President Kibaki and Ral® d i ng a, are referred to twice as
description that signifies them as actors iiction. Kibaki is mentioned five times, while

Odinga is mentioned a total of four. Comprising the vilains of the ediorial, the poltical
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leaders are appealed to directly by Btandardo engage in dialogue with one another
and commit to playing an active role in finding a way forward for the country as a whole,
summarising its pleas in the final paragraph

and fast to save this our beloved a nt r y 0.

TheStandard s ar gument about what needs to be don:
the editorialds portrayal of the wvillains. I
talk to one another, b) agree to take an active part in stoppingokecei and c) find a

way to share power or agree a transition arrangement, imply, within a reading of

presupposttion, that a) the leaders are not engaging in dialogue about the future of the

country, b) have yet to demonstrate their commitment to findipgaaeful alternative to

the violence and c) as a result, might not be interested in considering aghawwey

agreement. In its absence, the publication describes what they understand to be

Afdemonstrated |l eader shipo0 sdiessndsd anaiar abiiyy , car e
and judgment to place the countryos interest
actualisationo. This then can be understood

they do not lead with purpose or the interests of the countmgaatt As such, the leaders

are censured for their passivity in finding a solution to the unprecedented violence, and

for being motivated by seilfiterest rather than the weking of milions of Kenyans.

They are warned dAnott tof makies®olimptgilngapha
moral judgment by the publication which infers the levels of theiritetiest, and
encouraged to fAnappeal to their i nner consci e

from any vested interests or handlers acing pol i t i c al advisers or s

Such pleas have faeaching implications for understandings of democracy and elections

in Kenya, as Kibaki and Odinga are somewhat acknowledged to be driven by and acting

out of seffinterest and influenced bythent er est s of W@Ahandlerso and
true, the country cannot be said to be operating within a transparent, democratic system in

which leaders act out of duty and interest to their citizenry and where those who do not

comply suffer the ledaconsequences. THetandarda c k nowl edges fAthe infl a

figures in a number of areaso, referring to
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the disputed results, implying yet again that such allegations could lkely be true, casting

a further ®adow on democratic processes in the country. If democratic processes were

not duly folowed, and the leaders are acknowledged to be acting largely out of self
interest at such a crucial time in the count
must e called into question.

AThe situation prevailing in the countryo is
and Aa serious <challenge arising out of || ast
references are made t o Iy dostested] fariauslyi adisputed i nc |l ud i
poll o, the enduring argument about fAwho stol
Awhet her or not the presidential ball ot wa s
potentially unfair national election to a case otypé#teft. The criminal act of rigging and

corruption is played down here. Instead, one is left to deduce that the violence is

somehow linked to the election as this is not made explicit. It is noted to be a fierce or

even furious contestation but along iimlines to previous analyses the editorial does

not deal with the causes and context of the violence, but hedges. In addition there is no

reference to who is perpetrating the widespread kilings. The only suggestion of who is

instigating the violence imade with reference to Kibaki and Odinga, who are twice

referred to as fAthe protagonistso, t hus cons
responsible for the violence as reflected in previous analyses in this thesis. The effect is

to reify political warring and corruption as a crisis, requiring haodsattention. In

keeping with previous analyses, those who are the cause of the crisis are not named, yet

the people must do work to resobe it.

The publication makes reference to failed states SomadaChad by way of argument

by analogy and warning Kenyan | eaders that i
from the brinko Kenya could be Thslindudtige d i nt o
argument suggests that leaders should do what they pante v e n t AfKenya going
same way as Somali a, Chad or other African c

failure as warnings.
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The editorial purports to present a way forward for Kenyans in the absence of any viable
alternatives, but does so with acknowledgement of the current context or

accountability. A potentially rigged election is somewhat trivialised, and Kenyans are
encouraged to accept the results as if they are of litte consequencBtaficard s - s e |l f
constructed role as hero lends doiitly to its argument which in essence calls for

Kenyans to unquestioningly accept the results, unite in their capacity as Kenyans, and
move forward together to a peaceful future. Kibaki and Odinga are clearly implcated in
the violence, but the publicati once again avoids holding them to account in any
meaningful sense. Asis the case with Nl®gionb s edi t i on o fStandaré¢ s ame d
purports to be the hero but utimately fails, concurrently in its monitorial role as the press.
Its evasion of ctical issues and unwillingness to hold leaders to account constitutes a
collaborative role, in which th&tandardseemingly condones the questionable election

and calls for Kenyans to accept the results.

4.2.10. Standard 2008.A slow start in search fgpeace Jan 4t

(Appendix 1Q page 139

Synopsis

The story is set against a large photograph of crowds of people in a busy street, who are,
according to the imageds <caption, allegedly
Kibaki as winner of theontested pol, amid teargas as they try and make their way to

Uhuru Park for an ODM raly. Beneath this main image are two smaller ones, of

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu gving a tak alongside Radinga of the ODM,

and a photograph of President BiMCibaki speaking at a podium with two microphones.

Both Odinga and Kibaki are dressed in suits and wear stern expressions on their faces. A
teaser is set alongside the storyds text and
today after running betl es as Ki baki tells aggrieved: Go

The article comprises a total of 39 paragraphs, and runs into a double page spread on
pages two and three of the edition, under th
set against photographs of polieeresting demonstrators in Nairobi who wanted to

march to Uhuru Park for an ODM rally, ODM leaders consulting in a group after being
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blocked from attending the rally, a victim of violence breaking down in Nairobi,

demonstrators barricading a road in Nirafter being prevented from attending the
march, Eldoret North MRelect Wiliam Ruto addressing demonstrators in Nairobi,
Kisumu Town West MRelect OlagoAluoch leading demonstrators in Kisumu, and

police officers removing a barricade in Mombasa.

Kibaki and Odingads reactions to the escalating
attention to find a poltical solution to the violence are documented in the opening five
paragraphs. The article documents friki baki ds s
public appearance at a press conference since the violence began, that those who feel

aggrieved should seek legal redress in the court of law. He claims that the violence was
orchestrated by those with vested interests, and he insists on a p@cofoditi

considering a way forward, that is that the violence first be contained. Paragraph three

movesto ODM leaders, who called off a public rally at UhuParkfor the second time in

a week. They intended to proceed on the day of going to print.

Paragaphs7to 10 focus on the possibility of a recount of the votes. Tutu, speaking at the
Al Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) in Nairobi, considered it unikely given the
Astate of the recordso. Mounting imssernation
the unrest is noted in paragraphs 11 to 15, with reference to callsntesnational

leaders, includinghen Senator Barrack Obama, Sierra Leone President Dr Ahmad Tejan
Kabbah, and the commitment of UN Secretary Kofi Annan and Ghanaian Presdent an
African Union (AU) chairman John Kuffuor to mediate. The escalating violence and
locations in and around Nairobredescribed in paragraphs 16 to 24, while paragraphs

25 to 34 describe the struggles of ODM supporters to unsuccessfully hold a
demonstratin raly at Uhuru Park. Other towns affected by the violence include
Mombasa, Kisumu, Eldoret, Nakuru, Kakamega and Bungoma where teargas, gunfire

and protests continue.

Analysis
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The day after théNationandStandard s edi t or i al s Kemgand, thf or unity
news article sets out to provide accountof mounting dissent among supporters of

opposition party ODM. Howevet he articleds framing and use
intended neutrality as it priverbngagtenpt Ki baki 6
to provide insight into the mountingolence Once again the article reflects the common

theme of silence on critical issues and a lack of context for current events.

In this report, the ODM leaders and supporters actively seek to ovéheirelection

result considered fraudulent by engaging in
mediation with PNU officials. They come to inhabit the rolghef heroin Proppian

terms as they laclkembark on a quesin this caseto overturn the resutsODM members

Musali Mudavadi, William Ruto, Chari Ngilu and Joseph Nyagah were confronted by

police on their way to the march, with Mudayv
get tired as we press for our rights. We know it is not going to take dwe alays but

we shall endure to the very end, 0 suggesting
commitment to attaining a fair resuRelated to this, amidst mounting international calls

for negotiations ODM leader Odinga presents as wilingctamply with a mediation

process and meets with Archbishop Tutu, the evidence displayed in the form of a

photograph on the front page of the newspaper. Tutu holds an authoritative and esteemed

role for his role in truth and reconciliation and thus servesthedic support here for

Odingabs position. Odinga is on record as te
meeting with Tutu fAhis team had identifiedo
Kofi Annan, Tutu, and African Union chair and Ghanapimr e si dent John Kuf fuc
mediat eo. Such credible public figures endor

wilingness to engage in dialogue with Kibaki to seek an end to the violence.

Odingads willingness to mdugal thereby plagnhg hinmxt apos e
and the PNU in Proppian terms as villain of the narrative: they are the impediment that

the family membersmu s t confront to ensure mediation at
unwillingness to negot i atattheiAACCmaNbimbi,evi dent [

where he said he was ndstild]l unable to get an
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having already met with Odinga, Iinferring an
the international mediator and engage in the psoéseeking an altternative to the

violence. Kibaki has declared his position, here rendered as inflexible, stubborn and
irresponsi bl e, having noted he fAwas open for
been c o Despite mseinferibility, Kibakportrays himself as acting within a

system of good governancelis refusal to take responsibility for the violence is
accompanied by placing blame on (he #Apointed
for having fivested ptodatjcag] inhere@sbésenacaad.
active engagement contrasts with Kibakids pa
precondition is met. Kibaki is further rendered as obstructive of peace by Odinga for
Airejecting mediat or shis gokeonmentasimdarly ostaride aceused t o h e |
of Adragging its feeto. This unwillingness t
towards an alternative comprise the obstacles the hero must overcome to realise his quest,

in this case addressing the allegatiosfsa rigged election and exploring a peaceful

poltical solution.

The international actors caling for dialogue and reconciliation, including Tutu, Annan,

Kuffuor, Obama and Kabbatomprise the Proppiadonorsof the narrative as they
recognise the ioence (disruption) and in Aimpassione
suggestions for how the violence <can be quel
Odinga, that they should engage in dialogue and work to peacefully resolve the dispute,
includes Itlhaftort heg!l niiccaome t ogether andéstart
peacefully the controversies that divide the
information and encouragement on how to proceed. This speaks to a framing of the

Kenyan leaders asable to resolve their own problems, and needing the international

assistance of established leaders to proceed.

Unlike previous analyses that do not provide a description of the violence and its
perpetrators, this article explains the violence largely as a result of colisions between
ODM supporters and police as the supporters attempt to participate in protest

demastrations in NairobiThe framing here is interesting, as it hints at crimsnadi the
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behaviour of the ODM supporters in géxplicit descriptionsabout who is causing trouble
TODM supporters are described askibdemdamsetr at
charged supporterso, Aparty supportersao, Ar i

The At housands of demonstratorso are describ

police and get into Uhuru Par k-denocradyi | e i mage
demonstrations are invoked in descriptions o
wi t h .pTohlei cfeobcus on police includes descriptioc
confrontation between police and ODM |l eaders

mac hing to Uhuru Parko and fleaderwile engaged
the supporters are taking an active citizen role around an issue which they believe to be

deeply important for democracy, the publication uses censure to undermine thisir effor

Cheated out of an election victory by arigged legal and judicial system, ODM leaders

and supporters are protesting their right to participate freely in a democracy, a critical

Il ssue for which they are prepaancthe to fNnendure
publication frames the violence | argely as a
contained by policelt is worth considering why the publication does not acknowledge

t he <citi zens Dthatrperigapsttle polce arginfrioging @ettights of

citizens in this instance? It is also not clear why the citizens are not allowed to participate

in the march.

Much attention is given to the plight of the police officers, describing what they did when
faced with the «¢iswiblaicakms . ofivRao | i4c0e0 OopoHo ce of
demonstrators and politiciansoé Ato keep the
complete lack of interrogation as to the standpoint of the citzens. No sources are

provided to repr es, eamprising fa@omioalizatioz end se@ovalcob nc er n

agency witnessed in previous analyses. There is a lack of context and history here.

The postelection violence is constructed as very grawaving been described as
Aplunged i nt o ¢ ha oexts of intérrdt®raald mediatidndookagn d  pr os p
Ableako conveyi ng tThaetheeXstineemationad &ttentioh ¢éothe i t uat i o

postelection violence in Kenya is further established and furthers this sense of gravity
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which further exonerate®dinga a&ad censures Kaki This leads to an interesting

reading of the state apparatusttasse in power (Kibaki) are portrayed as supporting the

existing regime, whereas Odinga and his supporters discredit it. Within the reading of this

article, it is the formetthat is privileged, as Kibaki is positoned upfront in the text,

qguoted in the vernacular and making claimsa fegitimate democratic system, suggesting

t hat Aany aggrieved par.tyl ngohotw tchoeurQD M nsdu pfpo
actions are crimalised, with no interrogation of their frustrations, the publication

appears to support the status quo.

In keeping with previous analyses there is no mention of ethnicity in this article,

extending the silence on ethnicity in the dailes. Instead #neréwo references from

ODM | eaders to AKenyanso, perhaps unsurprisi
supporters are known to be a mixture of minority ethnic grodpsvever this doe

invoke a unified Kenyan identitySimilarly, the publication can handerstood to be

acting in acollaborative capacity, as it supports the existing regime by providing no

meaningful interrogation of the issues raised by ODM supporters.

4.3. Conclusion

This chapter has provided a detailed analysis of the ten articles selected to form part of

the purposive sample selected for this research. These articles were selected to represent

the discourses articulated inrfodsporyissiegs two | a
of representation and identity in relation to ethniciGhapter Five considers the

prominent discourses articulateaal the Daily Nationand theStandardwith a view of

puling together the main points that emerge from the analysisepfu b | i cat i ons o

portrayals of the violence and representations of Kenyans.
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CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSION

5.1. Introduction

This research has focused on Baly NationandStandard s news coverage
2007/2008 Kenyan election, with a particular focus on issues of ethnicity and
representation of the Kenyan subject. The goal has been to invedtigateverage

during this timewith a view to consideringvhether this could have ntibuted to

escalating tensionsThat the news media had a role to play in the violence has been

widely acknowledged, with radio being fingered as the main protag@wsheville

20117). The role of the press has until now remained unclear.

Since the yprecedented eruption of violence in 2008 numerous attempts have been made
to try and understand the role the press played in potentially contributing to the escalation
of violence. Frank Ojiambo, a member of the Editors Guild of Kenya, is quoted as having
sai d: thing#rcelapsed, we media people looked the other way. We betrayed the
milions of Kenyans who turned out to cast their votes. They looked up to us but they saw
not hing €& Had we played our role asvemedi a,
d i e (hternational Media Support, 20p&iven the extent of reflection in the wake of

the postelection violence, it would seem that many journalists and editors were

genuinely concerned about the role their work may have played in the confict. The
experience of hearing Kenyan journalists question their conduct during the 2007/2008
election had an impact on this researcher and prompted me to explore this topic in my
research. Given the context of this research, it is worth considering how theiageowd

the elections failed Kenyans, and what sort of reporting the editors and jourpatskts

have conducted instead.

Ideally, the democratic press plays a critical role during times of elections, making
information about the election available fitzens and informing their decision of who to
vote for. Perhaps the most significant aspect of this work is to report accurately and
straightforwardly. Unfortunately the reality is that much of the news coverage of

elections presents a zersum game powdtyal of events, in which one side stands to win
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everything and the other lose everything, much like the metaphor of a sports match, with

very little space being allocated to understanding the context and its nuances (Galtung

2006). It would be worthwhile xploring how the Kenyan journalists and editors feel they

faled Kenyans in their coverages their reflections suggest an acknowledgement of the

impact their evasion and lack of detaill had on the precarious situatticmantrast to the

majorty ofnewsc over age t hat incites towards violenc
offers an alternative where news coverage can be part of the process of finding a peaceful
outcome, faciltating an exploration of peaceful outconhegheir disavowal of ethnicity

and avadance of meaningful context, Kenyan journaligssentially ignored the issues at

hand and failed to provide meaningful context for the violedes faiure to chalenge

or confront power ful entities is mtlkerth explo

role of the press in potentially fuelling the violence.

Chapter One provided context for the study in the form of a brief overviessueis
relating toethnicity and land in Kenya, an introduction to the 2007 poltical climate, an
overview of the Kenyan press and an introduction to the news media and the 2007

elections.

In Chapter Two | presented a discussion of the various theoretical frameworks employed
in this research, which include cultural stu
conceptalisation of discourse and roles of the news media in democratic societies,
particularly during times of political electionsmportantly for this study, the

constructivist approach understands all texts as posttioned and doing discursive and
ideological vork. One of the effects of this work is to constitute subjects, which is
relevant here in relation to ethnicity and nation. Journalism studies provides the
framework that identifies the potential roles of the press in a democracy, which is
particularly sigificant during times of poltical elections. These roles are worth
considering in relation to the work of the press as it sets the agenda in terms of what to
think about, such as the lack of reference to ethnicity, and frames this, in this case as

ethnicty as unimportant and elections being about a war.
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Chapter Thregresents the research intention and outlingsqualtative research

approach and methodisformed byF a i r c | appuogdh éxstical discourse analysis
and his threedimensional modelThis enables me to investigate the discursive
positioning and the subjects the various news texts propose in relation to the research

focus.

In Chapter Four | conducted a critical discourse analysis of the ten articles selected for
this study which span a sixeek period beginning in the campaign period and ending
during the poselection violence. This purposive sample is intendebetoeasoably
represerdtive ofthe discourses articulated in the two English dailies within the time
frame that began with intermittent violence and ends with unprecedented death and

destruction.

In this final chapter | discuss the broad themes and discoursesvdre revealed in the
analysis of the articles and editorials, with a particular focus on how the publications

managed issues of ethnicity and identity.

5.2.Recuring themes and discourses
This research is concerned wiitie news coverage tife 20072008 Kenyan elections as
reported in thédaily Nationand StandardThe following section outlines the main

findings beginning with a brief synopsis of the coverage as it unfolded.

The nature of the coverage shifts over the time span analysed. Tha publi® ns 6 cover a
also differs betweethem The first articles analysed from thiationand Standarddo

very different work and reflect their different approaches at this stage of the campaign

period. Initially, theNationacknowledges the ongoing violenckiring the campaign

period, and calls for i ncreased accountabili
bud a tDaily Natien®007. Dec 3:1p In contrast, th&Standard s | ead news st c
four days latelapproaches the upcoming elections asreegum game in which personal

gain is more important t han | sStandasd200/f democr
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Dec 7:1).Thus it is worthwhile noting the difference in the approaches of the

publications in the buildip to the election.

In the first article analysed in this sample, M&tionmakes repeated calls to government

to contain the outbursts of violence during the-@lextion phase, and hold guity parties

to account (ANi p pol |Daily Natibne2807.Bec 3:nThé¢ he bud at
Nationacknowledges the violence and demonstrates its commitment to finding an end to

it by caling on those in positions of authority to contain it. The violence is referred to

only in vague terms, and no information is provided as to wpernpetrating i, athough

it is suggested that it is being orchestrated forigtelfest. Its headline is a direct

injunction to government to bring those responsible for the violence to book, yet the

Nationfals short of folowing through on this byiilag to provide any meaningful

engagement or context for the violence. Curiously, whie the violence was believed to

have taken on an ethnic dimension, no mention is made of ethnicity in the article. This

silence is of interest to the researcher gvea thist udy6s focus on issues

ethnicity.

In contrast to théNationb s att empt a Standarchnt tlzeir 'h Deeemlier, t he

2007 AWhy a win is a musto edition adopts &
upcoming election as a compietn between two rivals, Mwa(ibaki and RailaOdinga,

in which personal gain is the greatest motivator and issues of democracy are almost

incidental. The importance of financial backing and support is foregrounded and through

the use of extended war metaps, theStandardpits the two contestants against each

other and considers the stakes for each man should they lose. There is no mention of the

context within which the elections are taking place. The effect of the focus on the stakes

of each individualis to position their contest outside of the current (violent) context. The

silence around issues of ethnicity as reflected inf\thdonis extended here, a somewhat

surprising omission given the influence this is thought to have on poltics in Kenya.

TheNatiorbs fAViol ence: ECK s DalyuNation 20@7vDec 286t t ed s o0 o0

continues along similar lines to the first article from the publication, with vague
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references to the egoing violence and its perpetrators, whie implying that those
orchesrating the violence are in positions of authority. THationfails to directly

address who is perpetrating the violence, rather making vague references to the
instigators as corrupt, influential and dishonourable individuals. Ndt@nappears to
take astand against such behaviour by caling on the Electoral Commission of Kenya

(ECK) to contain the situation, however it fails to fulfil this expectation itseff.

A noteworthy shift occurs in the articles of both publications on the 27 December 2007,
resgectively. Just three days ahead of voting dayNhb&onand Standardappear to

suddenly demonstrate an acknowledgement of the violence rezmodgnisng the extent

of the threatappear taddress it by attempting to diffuse tensions, caling for Kenyans

unite in the face of tragedy and move forward together for the betterment W aihtil

now, theNationappears to recognise the threat of the violence but warns against it in

vague terms. Th&tandard s f i r st article negates this rea
dramatic change from ti8tandard s coverage to date and the fi
extensive unifying strategies and pontffication. ™ationd s mor e criti cal app
intensified at this poin and also suggests a sudden appreciation for the stakes should the

violence continue.The gravity of the situation being recognised, the publications engage

in rhetoric, which resorts to nationalistic calls and the construction of themselves as the

heroes of these quests. Through the idealising of Kenya and Kenyans at this point, the

publications nvoke a responsible, benevolent civic subject, and appeal to Kenyans to

contain the situation at all costs. Until this point, the coverage has faled to memion

aspect of ethnicity. However, in its attempts to unify Kenyans at this volatile time, both

the Nationand Standardmake reference to the harmoniousex i st ence of Kenyac
ethnic groups, and its tolerance of difference. Those who have an appreoiation

Kenyads chequered ethnic past wildl know t his

| n -diaDy : Y o uDaity &lationd260F. Déc 27 )Lthe Nationmakes direct appeals
to Kenyans to vote and portrays the elections as taking place within a credible an
transparent system. Continuing the theme of idealisation, the editorial argues against

violence in so much as Kenya is portrayed here as the ideal country with the perfect
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people. However, an analysis of the current context suggests a situation fralight w
confict. The editorial pontificates, presenting an idealised version of the Kenyan

electoral system to discourage further violence and portraying Kenyans as tolerant of one

anotheroé6s ethnic affiliati ons. descriptirs ofpr evi ous

the violence and its perpetrators, and appears to privilege a portrayal of Kenya as a nation

united at this time.

In a similar way, theéStandardcontinues this idealised version of Kenya to invoke a sense
of patriotism among Kenyans, who& 1 mplored to vote as an
vot e, y 0 Standardi2@07. Oec @7:)lthe Standardcalls on Kenyans to unite

amidst ongoing corruption and violence. This injunction is more forceful than the

Natiordb s, addr es si ithygin theie role as noders. Arofhdr isimilarity

between the two editorials is that tBeandardalso mentions ethnicity, the first mention

of this topic in theStandardso far, and only the second in the research sample along with
the Nationd s -déayDYoud e c i [BadydNation 2007. Dec 27 Importantly, ethnicity

is flagged as having been harmoniously negotiated. Interestingly for this research, with its
focus on identity, the editorial invokes two particular kinds of Kenyan identity: a moral
identity, who heeds the editor@l calls to vote; and an immoral one, who might

compromise the elections and is therefore expurgated as the other. These themes are
extended and intensify in the next five analyses of the coverage, which continue calls for
Kenyans ¢ unite in the face of tragedy. The calls for unity do become progressively
pressing, however, a dominant theme throughout the coverage is the problem that cannot
be named. While caling for increased accountability, the publications negate any
meaningful interrogation of the widespread allegations of misconduct and corruption, and
instead invoke a unified moral subject and call for Kenyans to accept the results and
move forward. Such efforts, whie purporting to play a benevolent role, condone the
status go by failing to provide any meaningful context for the violence and explanation

for its occurrence.

The eruptions of violence documented in etionb s A Chaos as Dailybaki

Nation 2007. Dec 31lmark the disruption of the overarching narrative of this research.
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The article is significant to this study because it follows the theme of previous analyses
from both theNationand Standardn faiing to provide any meaningful context for the
current onflict. Once again, there is the problem that remains unnamed. Despite its
attempts at a nepartisan account, the degree to which the publication fails to account
for the violence ultimately condones Kibaki as the legtimate winner of the election,

posiioning i, as with previous analyses, in a collaborative role.

Al acted wunder a | o SBtandafd2008. gas Zlhighlghts says Ki vui
perhaps most noticeably of all the articles sofarStamdard s | ack of investig
the allegatins of corruption and malpractice that characterised the 2007 election.
Presenting a verbatim account of Kibakids ad
announcing incumbent Kibaki as the winner of the election, the article responds to the

moment of disrufipn by once again idealising Kenya and framing the elections as having

taken place within a structure of good governance. Once again, in a time of darkness, the
publication idealises aspects of the Kenyan state, this time the electoral system, and

overloks the dire realties.

By 3 January 2008 both publications, to varying degrees, appear once again to have
acknowledged the seriousness of the situation and escalating violence and set about doing
what they can to contain it. In an unprecedented mové\dtmnand Standard

synchronise their fronpage headlines and make appeals to poltical leaders and Kenyans

to bring the country back from the brink.

The Nationappears to bexplicit about who is responsible for the violence and names
leaders persongll the first occurrence of this in the sample to datevever nothing

concrete is mentionedKibaki, Odinga and Wiliam Ruto are fingered as the instigators

and theNationmakes direct appeals to them to intervene. Descriptions of the violence are
more gaphic than in previous articles, and Kenyans are named as the perpetrators. This is
noteworthy for this research as this is the first time Kenyans are admonished for their role
in the violence, being portrayed as unreasonable for participating in thecti@strof

ives and property. Here th¢ationextends théStandard s construction of th
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Kenyan as portrayed iStandard200rrDecv2@jtam,goeya ur
step further by addressing them directly in their foolishness. It alsorighes Kenyan
leaders for Iving in excess when Kenyans are paying the price on the street, continuing
this theme from previous analyses. Likewise, there is little attempt at providing a
meaningful account of the violence, with only vague referencese torigoing chaos and

a preference for the portrayal of unity.

The second version of StinGaad2@8. &an3)lexters$ ther e d

initial calls of theNationfor Kenyans to contain the situation, while implicating poliical

leaders ashe protagonists. Perhaps less severe in its condemnation of the leaders than the

Nation, the Standardrivialises the allegations of malpractice and corruption by failing to

investigate them adequately. Once again the violence is not explained sufficiently, with

the reader having to deduce that it is linked to the contested election. While it purports to

play a role in ending the violence, tBéandardfais to provide any adequate context.
The implications for Kenyans is to accept the outcome of the elections, whether they
were rigged or not, and move forward for the sake of peace. This has interesting
consequences for the type of person the editorial implores Kenyans tackepting of

the contestedand most likely riggedresults.

This portrayal of the posglection violence as very grave is extended inStendard s

AA sl ow st ar tceiStanfad200B8.ddn 4)f Despite @reattempt at a Ron
partisan account, th8tandardprivieges Kibaki and legtimates him, while criminalising
the actions of ODM supporters embarking on demonstrations against the results. The

familiar silence on eticity returns, along with further attempts at unification.

5.2.1 Lack of context and investigation
All 10 articles reflect a total lack of context and meaningful explanation for the violence.

As the violence intensifies, references to it become incrgigsivague, with both the

Nation and Standard equaly evading information on the causes and perpetrators, a trend

that is juxtaposed by mounting calls for increased accountability of perpetrators. The

Nationbs fir st three art traythe wlenseeid egualy eadiue f o r
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ter ms, with refetrreincecesand msétuede g of ullwemd ve o,
ma y h eDaily Ndtion 2007. Dec 3:1)fisever al ugly Firelmeddent s o, f
deat hs o, Adangerous actd viit h e s Daily Neaidni oourbd e 6 ,
2007. Dec 2621 , and Atensiono, Aintermittent out br e

the election c¢amp aiDgip Natioa2007. Dee278cti on fevero

In the first analysis th&lationcriticises government for being inefficient, even raising

doubts as to their involvement in the violence, but the extent of the criticism is to label

their mi sconduct as comprising an fdasinine a
violence, theNationfails to provide the context to support its argument for

accountability. The coverage implies the involvement of corrupt, influential and

dishonourable leaders, but fais to provide the necessary context to substantiate this and

support its calls for accoutta | i t y . The -dawo: aYh@auDyilg @ i d(efdD,

Nation 2007.Dec 271 AYour v ot etandyd2007. Dec 2 bilitakeethis,

unwilingness to name the problem to new heights as they negate the reality of the

violence altogether by conveyindealised portrayals of Kenya and invoking a moral

national subject. It reappears in tRationd s A Chaos as DalytNatbi sworn i
2007. Dec 31})and theStandard s fnl acted under a | ot of pre
(Standard 2008. Jan 2)lwhere tlere is no interrogation of the unprecedented tdae

ban on live broadcasting, and a complete lack of critical investigation into the widespread

claims of rigging and corruption.

This lack of context and sense of history is prevalent throughout the sample, and

evidenced in the lack of context of theationb s fiChaos as DBalybaki sworn
Nation 2007. Dec 31)Llwhich responds to the moment of disruption in the overarching

narrdive. Reference is made to the climate of poltical instability and tense situation

prevailing in Kenya, but there is no background provided for it. Besides references to the
Aforgies of |l ooting, botchestratadg hloctircrd p e hgand want o
Asystematic killing of Nablomdoésmotatersphto 0 and Asl
provide any meaningful context for the violence enveloping the country by 3 January

2008 (ASave o0 urDaiyNatiom 2008 Jac).unt r y o,
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The Standards equay vague on descriptions of the violence, faiing to mention it once

in their i Y o ur Standard®7 Degember 200¢: K)aeditione aind opting

instead for a unified portrayal of Kenya at a time of deep crisis. This failure to critically

engage \th issues is prevalent in tig#tandard s news articl e, il acted
p r e s sStandard 2 January 2008: 1) in which the publication acknowledges the
problems of ECK boss Samuel Kivuitubds admiss

context or iestigation of the claims.

Initially, the perpetrators and instigators of the violence are overlooked as no one is

identified for causing the trouble. The first mention comes iMthgonb s A Vi ol e nc e :
ECK shoul d ha vbaily Hatidn @a07.Ceo 26:0 whicto reférs to the
Aperpetratorso and fyout hs o, understandably
violence. This 1is extended in tdayeYod ol |l owi ng
d e c i DadydNation 2007.Dec 2) whi ch ypetds®, t dicfii mi nal s o,
and -pwactld and power ful individual so. | mport
intensi fies, with both publications nami ng p
catastrophedo ( ASa vDaily Mation 2008 Jan3)flerd countryo,
Aprotagoni stso Pre®Oddegao K(hdave and bBRhAOMVad
Standard. 2008. Jan 3:WWVhie Kibaki and Odinga are for the first time held publicly

accountable for instigating the violence, there is atilence around those involved in

carrying it out on the streets.

The lack of context and background to the violence, as well as the sience around who is
involved in carrying it out, constitutes an impenetrable silence around issues which might
be expeted to be included in coverage of such atime. That the publications do not
explain the violence or identify its instigators speaks to their unwillingness to provide

necessary information and hold perpetrators to account in a meaningful way.
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5.22 Theproblem that cannot be named

That the violence is never meaningfully explained or contextualised establishes a sience
in the articles and editorials which is compounded as the violence intensifies in the wake
of the disputed results. This evasion of @umformation becomes more pronounced as
the publications intensify cals for increased accountability of those perpetrating the
violence. This is problematic as it becomes apparent that the publications are evading
crucial issues. As such, as the violenintensifies, the coverage reflects more and more

the problem that cannot be named.

This problem is reflected in the initial acknowledgment byNaionin the first analysis

that the violendeied andesuwictcestcfiadiet/ied wl
every timed since 1992 ( A NDajy Ngtionl2007.0éco |l enc e i
3:1). Such references imply the orchestration of violence by those in positions of

inluence, atheme which emerges numerous times throughout the sampléatidre

again alludes to these forces iDualyiNaiool ence:
2007. Dec 2@, where its argument is to persuade against violence by implicating

certain individuals but without condemning the misconduct by providing the necessary

I nfor mati on. They refer to the need to figo b
decisively witht he i nsti gator so, alluding to a veneer
illusive references to underlying problems (
Daily Nation 2007. Dec 26)1

In the end, the publications fail to do any kind of meaningfulysisaas espoused by
Galtungos p €28006kHad tleey beanaconcesned with facilitatioe

investigative journalism they could have employed some of the strategies as advocated by
peace journalism, such as including a range of sources in ttig&sarproviding

adequate context for the violence, including arange of actors and not simply reducing the

electons toazere um game between two Acombatantso.
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5.2.3 Disavowal of ethnicity

As noted in Chapter Threemissions are as significant aslisions when studying

media texts Apart from the two significant unifying references to ethnicity noted above,

there is a curious silence on the ethnic dimension to the violence, comprisorgplete

disavowal of this topicDespite ethnicity having beeacknowledged to play a large role

in poltical life in Kenyahistorically and currently both theNationand Standardfail to

make any meaningful reference to ethnicity in terms of support and influence, save for a
fleeting reference to ethnic niandOdi nga és A c o nsupparting gk who s e
l osing shoul d heDalya s eY otulDailyeéatioed2€03. Dec 271 fi D
AWhy a wi nStandard2007nmi2es T10Given that the poltical climate of the

time was fraught with ethnic divisions, having been acknowledged to have been the most
ethnically divided in all Kenyadveud hi st ory
expectexplicit and purposefuteferene to ethnicity Kagwanja and Southall 2008;

Klopp 2008).This disavowal of ethnicity is prevalent throughout fthe-week period in

the ways the publications report on the conflict. discussedbelow, they failed to

provide an account for the underlyircquses and who it involves, omitting to mention

ethnicity as a factorThis failure means that they failed to adequately inform the Kenyan

citizenry.

5.2.4 The invocation of a national and moral subject

The invocation of a unified national Kenyan identitgcomes apparent as the gravity of
the situation becomes clearer. Both Mhetionand Standardseek to disavow ethnicity in
appeahg to Kenyans to unite and move forward in their 27 December- frage
editor-days, Ydubaly dlationk2@0d.De¢ 273 and #AYour vot e,
c h o i $tandardZ007. Dec 271 The dominant portrayal of Kenyams these

editorials is as a unified people with similar goals and aspirations to see peace return to
their country. The closer they get to the electiathe, more the publications invoke a
national subject through means of unification, to the exclusiotheadthnic subjectlt

would appear that the publications attempt to construct a nation when the gravity of the
situation is recognised. This emerges specifically on the day of the elections and in

subsequent reports, when the violence escaldtese significant portrayalsf Kenyan
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cttizens are deployed in this discursive wafenyans as national subjgcKenyans as
moral subje and immoral Kenyans expurgated asditbed At this time of poliical
instability, the publications invokand narrativisea national ideftty as a means to
legitimate (Thompson 2000heir construction of nationhopdvery important discursive
work at a volatile timeltis worth bearing in mind that African countries historically
have relied on national identity as a unifying force. Whes ithiabsent, they fall back
onto ethnicity (Mamdani 2001)

The first reading, of Kenyans as a national subject, is prevalent in the synchronised
headlines of 3 January 2008, in which both publications employ unifying strategies in the
hopes that Kenyanwil overcome ethnic divisions and unite at a time of crisis. The
discursive work of both publications is to ignore the current context of violence and
malpractice in favour of an argument for unity among Kenyans. Unifying strategies

abound, with théNation presuming to speak on behalf of Kenyans, describing Kenya as

Aour beloved countryo, referring to fAour chi
politicians stand to |l ose crediShndardt y Ain th
reffies thecr i si s while calling on Kenyans to unite
Aus o0, Aour o, Aal l of wus, as a peSapdard and a c

overlooks the current context in favour of an argument for uhtyhi ch e mbr aces
individuals in a collective identity, irrespective of the differences awdiahs that may
separ at (€omnpsoe AOO06S).

The second reading, of the invocation of a moral subject, first emerges in the

publ i c at-pagenastides df theo2@ Decker 2007 editions, three days before the
electionDayt:i tYeuwDadjdiatioll e@an@ AYour vote your ¢
(Standard, respectively. As the gravity of the electirlated violence appears to be

acknowledged by the publications, they apped ®nyans to fikeep the pea
Amake every efforto t anepidents strategy whehaprasesand st a
Kenyans( itDa vy : Y o u Dailly Natiord2€0QY , Dec 27)1 By appealing to

Kenyans to see through their civic duty of voting e tlections, the article invokes a

responsible, benevolent civic subject who is pdaaag, lawabiding, fair and accepting
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of the outcome of the election amidst ongoing violence and corruption. The act of voting

is used here as a validation of their cament to their country, with the publications

taking an apparently democratic position ang peal ing to Kenyans to fil
i's right and fairo and in so doi-Day,Youconstitu
d e c i Ay dNation 2007. 2c 27:). The Standardappeals to Kenyans to be guided

by their conscience in protecting the fAKenya
conscienceo, and Avote with peace in your he
those who comply with the r e t asked with protecting Kenyat
particular type of moral subject is inferred todmguiescenbf the outcome of the

elections, and to unquestioningly accept the
bel oved Stamard2008yJan 3)1

At the same time, those who do not confaorhis moral subject positiorare expurgated

as fthe otheo , portrayed adswantingi¢ @asamabke i hott he f ace
di v e r(Bontpspro 2000)This reading first emerges as a-gekt to the unification

strategies employed by tistandard n it s 27 December 2007 artic
c h o i($tandard 2007. Dec 27:1)Here, the publication invokes an immoral subject,

descri bed owad, fintplrsuis af personal and or vested interests, threaten to
under m neo the political regime by partaking
exendedin theNatiolds fASave our [DekyINatore2D08.cJasdnit r y o  (

which the publicion portrays Kenyans as unreasonable for participating in the violence,

admonishing Kenyans for thei rtheifleumndred myedv,abl e

ftheirh o me s otheimenrdt ifr e way of | ifed (emphasis adde
destructsappor iehsdor fAKenyanso who, Ain the
of people whose I|ives of comfort and luxury
destroying Atheir own economy, their homes a

5.2.5 The roles of the press
As the violence intensifies the publications make repeated and increasingly forceful calls
to politicians to reign in their supporters and steer Kenyans toward peace and

reconciliation. In so far as they appeal to leaders to act in the interests of Kenigans ra
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than to further their seifiterest, and cal on Kenyans to unite in the face of the looming

crisis and accept the results, the publications both purport to be acting in their monitorial
capacty, as outlined in Chapter Two. However, given theirdailo provide any

meaningful context for the violence and its perpetrators, the publications fail to provide

the information necessary for cttizens to understand this actiiyyans are also not
presented with the agenda of ethnic interests in the,pmedser the pretense that ethnicity

is unimportant in this context. Given that agesetting is an inherently poltical process

in that the news media give credence to some issues and not others, this suggests that the

editors were making poltical dedsis at this time Dearing and Rogers 1996: 2).

The publications do not include any information from local sources, which could have
provided some necessary information. As such, the press not only fail in their capacity as
monitor, but are complicit in enabling the current poltical dispensation. Their
unwillingness to address the causes of the violence and hold those involved to account
comprise functions akin to the collaborative role, in which the news media are partisan
and complicit with the elite in the countrifhis is a cynical use of their pt@n as

advisors and heroes when the publications fail to do any meaningful work in this regard.

The articles reflect a total lack of investigative journalism.
In closing, itis worth considering given the extent of reflectioand the levels of regret

expressedoy journalists and editors in the wake of the violence, what they might have

liked to achieve in their coverage.
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Nip pbll violence in
the bud at once

t least 11 people are reported to have died
in Kuresoi in the last one month alone in
a fresh flare-up of the clashes that have
rocked the area after every five years, par-
ticularly during election campaign period.
1t is reported that this conflict has been fuelled, as
it usually is in the larger Molo region, by political dis-
agreements between those who would vie for office
in one party, and other communities suspected to be
sympathetic to another.
This violence is often seen as a well-tried and suc-
cessful move to di: hise certain iti
ed as newcomers in the area by chasing them
away, and it has worked every time since the first mul-
tiparty election in 1992, then in 1997, and now.
Givena h

this, how
always seem to engage in fire-fighting tactics every
time conflict breaks out? Could it be there never is any
intelligence on the ground to inform the Pro inci
Administration that something ugly is in the offing?
Are Kenyans expected to believe that the adminis-
tration is sohehlflss that death, arson and general de-
i ifi like

on
Molo, Mt Elgon, Tana River and a few others without
it getting wind of the intended mayhem?

‘Elsewhere in Nairobi, a 15-year-old was lynched in
Kibera, presumably because he wore a T-shirt belong-
ing to one of the contending parties.

Never mind that the boy was not old enough to vote, .

Never mind thathe probably wore the T-shirt because
he did not have too many other clean gorments to
wear. Just when will this intolerance end?

We in Nation have written endlessly about the need
to contain election violence even if it means latching
on to those suspected of fomenting it, whatever their
station in life, and punishing them heayily, and we
shall not tire doing so again and agaii.

However, in the end, the buck stops with the Gov-
ernment’s security machinery, which seems to be un-
able to pre-empt such violence.

If the rather lackadaisical manner in which the
security organs have reacted to the trouble spots is
because semeone does not want to lose votes, then it
would be a very asinine attitude. One life lost due to
politics is one life too many. The Government must do
its duty and arrest the situation whatever the cost.

Big challenge for Kenya

his weekend, Kenya's Harambee Stars Kick off
their campaign for the East and Central Af-
rica Senior Challenge Cup competition with a
tie against hosts Tanzania in Dar es Salaam.

The Senior Challenge Cup offers Kenya an apportu-
nity to appease its followers in a year that they failed
to qualify for the Africa Cup of Nations.

Kenyans have a right ta demand a better perform-
e Stars when they compete in the
regional tournament.

Kenya has for long beer: the dominant nation in the
region. but due to a series of poor results, Harambee
Stars have fallen behind Uganda, Tanzania and Sudasn
in world rankings. The Tanzania competition will thug
be a chance for Kenya to redeem itself.

Coming at a time when the qualifiers for the 2010
World Cup are just about to kick off, the Senior Chal-
lenge Cup will offer an ideal training opportunity for
Harambee players, who have been starved of interna-

tional exposure for too long.
But the KFF and the Government must play thei
part by ing the team’s pr i for the

World Cup qualifiers after a rather half-hearted contri-
bution in the run-up to last year’s finals in Germany.
Coach Mulee has made it clear that it will be worth-
less for Kenya to participate in the qualifiers if there
will be no money %o assist the tearn’s preparations.
Thus, the federation and the Government must
work towards the common goai of helping Kenya to
qualify. Victory in Tanzania will be the start of a long
and potentially difficult road to South Africa 2010,
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The slum-dwellers of Nairobi

THEY'RE

PEOQPLE

RASNA WARAH

TOO

°

want to see real change

N ALMCST EVERY COUNTRY,

opposition politics tends to be con-

centrated in large cities. This is be-

cause leyels of literacy, awareness

and inequality tend to be higherin
cities, and tnerefore it1s in cities thatlev-
eis of dissatisfaction with the status quo
are most pronouanced.

‘That is why politicians try so hard to
appease their urban poor constituents
in an election year. Slums become the
sites of rallies and recruitment grounds
for voters.

Itis the season when idle sium youth
find work — as rabble-rousers or disrupt-
ers of rallies, Iany take on this work be-
cause itis the only one they can find.

Many become the main casualties of
violence duning elections. What they
don't realise is that once the ‘e‘lecﬁons

with charities.

budgeting process, the is)

of a non-politicised youth fund, the de-
of a national slurm dil

policy, and the abolition

kill culture among police,.

‘They also want the development of
i within slum
and the establistiment of 2 transport sys-
tem that is free of exploitation.

A visit to a Nairobi slum is not a pleas-
ant experience. Open sewers, and
“fying toilets” create a stench that is so
overwhelming, itlingers in one’s nostrils
for days afterwards.

Those of us who do nothave the stom-
ach to visit a Nairobi f_lum should see

the shoot-to-

the UN’s Office fcr th
Humanitarian Affairs that shows what
ahjt:ct ux;ban‘ |pcwerly duoes to people.

are over, and their idate has won,
party manifestos and visions leunched
during the election period will be forgot-
{en and they will g0 hack to where they
came from — shus. 2 8

T Nairob) i

who comprise morc thai half the city’s
‘population — axe: fighting back with their
own manifestc.

Developed through a series of meet-
ey % s o ih Nawrobs

‘want ‘0 see the change
that all politiciars are promising because
their lives literally depend on it. They
want free health and education. They
want pedestriai pathyrays, roads and
toilets. More importantly, they want the
Kinds of jobs and salaries that will allow
them to move out of the slum.

THERE AREdHON-GOVERNMLNTAL
inftiatives and individ

ings in eight u

the Pcple’s Menifesto is a synthesis of

the espiraticns and views of peopleliving

in Nairobi’s informa! settlements. >
The process leading to the develop-

mextt of the mani_{es{o wz;s spearheaded

Is that are try-

conditions in
efforts must be
drop in tne vast
ing the average

ing to improve livi
slums. Bat wilite the:
commend

slum-dweller.

The ing
T ito

by

— the Nairobi Ivople’s Net-
work, Muungano wa Wanavijiji, and the
Miss Koch Initiative {a youth group in
Korogocho).

The demands of the slum communi-
ties focus mainly on policy, legislation,
and not surpricingly, lapd, security and
infrastructure.

Am other things, the People’s
Manifeso calls for the enactment of &
new constitution that promotes people’s
participation, the reduction of taxes on
essential comnodities, the provision of
people’s participation in the national
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live like animals lies primacily with cen
trai and local governments, who have
e kind of rescurces needed to bulld
schools and hospitals ¢n o large scale,

ANY VISITTO A

NAIROBI SLUM IS

_NOT APLEASANT
EXPERIENCE

and local governments have
1 of powerand resoucces that fow

1 isations have to
meke significant improvements in the
Jives of large numbers of p=opie.

One toilet block may isipreve thelives
of people living in a section of & slam,
but real improvement in the Jives of
slum- dwellers will only occur when gov-
ernments adopt policies and legislation
that enable the poor to improve tl,‘, <
livelihoo i
Unfortunately, many SOVErnmendis
1ack the volitical will to make this hap-
pen. Iu fact, efforts o improve slums
are often hampered by nene otber than
politicians.

Soie ertoneously believe that signifi-
cant improvements in the living stond-
ards of a huge voting bioc could meen
loss of votes in the next election (assuni-
ing that happier, better-off people tend
not to yote). Others have a vested finan-
ciel intevest in slums — as landlords and
political patsons

Perhaps ¢his is why the Billand Melin-
da Gates Foundation has decided 10 by-
pass governments ltogether and give di-
Tectsupport to NGUs wotking withslum
communitics

Lastwoek, the foundation pledzed $10
mittion to Shm/Siack Dwellers Interna-
of NGOz that
ations in several oo

s groups wil 3
jghbournoods.
ease announcing the Gates
decision aptly states that
oneof the reasons for this 4

is because “4he urban poor are tied of
wailing for guvernments 1o meet theis
needs” :

PMs Warah is curpently an ecitor with the UN.
The views expressed here arc fies own and o
not necessarily refiect those of the United Na
tipns. (graspdinbiisypkenya.com)
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KTRICK MATHANGAN! a time when heads of different 'was latef buried at 245pmina  rise in me next three weeks. for tolerance ot‘dxﬂ'erent politi-

EVELYNE OGUTU faiths have taken sides with ‘I appesl to leaders of all tomb inside the Consolata Ca-  but urge nyans to pi cal views.

Ten v o  Ppolitical camps competing for  faiths to rise above the politi-  thedral in Nyeri town. to '.he wuﬂd that they Valued “Do not allow any individual

AIDENT Kibaki reached = power. cal passions fuelled by compe— Twenty-six bishops and arch-- peace: or group to be discriminated

o faiths, urging the clergy Kibaki, who was speaking tition,” Kibaki told hundreds of - -bishops from all over the coun- He reminded voters that al- against because they have dif-

main neutral and foster at the funeral service of Nyeri faithful whoatténded the Mass  try attended the Mass led by  though they supported differ- ferent views in that locality,”

as the country edges to-  Catholic Archbishop Nicode-  at Ruring'u Stadium, Nyeri. John Cardinal Njue. ent political camps, theywould 33464 the Prosident. Some

s the General Election. mus Kirima yesterday, urged Kmma, who died two weeks The President warned that continue living together even R L N e e e &

+ President’s plea came at  religious 9‘0“95 to avoid par-  agofrom political would  after the elections. He askei Page 3 column 5P £

Why a
win is
a must

LU HIGH STAKES GAME: FOR KIBAKI, A LOSS
B3I WOULD MAKE HIM THE FIRST INCUMBENT
T0 DO SO; IF HE DOESN'T WIN, RAILA WILL,
HAVE MISSED HIS BEST BET YET:; IF HE

FAILS KALONZO COULD BE BACK IN 2012

BY STANDARD TEAM

OR the three top combatants in the presidential race,
the December 27 General Election is a high stakes’

game, with a bundie of compelling reasons
infomu.ng their desire to

1t is this ﬂ\at has seen th
out in what will no ubtbe the mosthouy
contested pm:denua! battle since Kenya went
multi-party in 1992,
‘Today, President Kibaki of PNU, ODM's Mr
Raila O and ODM-Kenya's Mr Kalonzo
Musyoka pl tm%ed into the final 20 days, with

plenty to fight
The havebeenspunedonbya

" poll ratings and mmpa.!gns t\mded mmugh
me most oiled campaign war chests of any

Page 3 column 1 >

P g

IEOLITVI
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NATIONAL NEWS
ells faith groups
; i Imm tells faith group .
jeneral Election will be the most T :
)
. 3 . FROM PAGE 1 nations. She retreated to her
\0tly contested in Kenya's history O i MngnCombey
support for Kibali, while asec-  Kimanyo, and Nyeri Town's
A0OM PAGE 1 dead-heat with Kibaki in 33 tion of M'fhmz ?;m signed a cmdidm(PM;U _)Esd\;r #Xm
—— -~ ————————  most recent — a loss co Y 3 an
Jection. For Kibaki, the in  see his political carcer take a g Oy, piiee: Mureithi (Mazingira), were
umbent, the presidential prize  downturm. c’“‘i‘h e eda Odinga. & also present.
5 seen by supporters as his to “He also risks losing the sup- ¥ bd"esl’fdzﬂ to suppol Kirima, who was Nyeri
2o, Handing over power can  port of his community that has his bid for State House. archbishop since 1988, died at
»e a painful experience, and stood by him all this time,” The controversial MoU be- the Nairobi Hospital where he y
\is camp would do everything added Munene. tween Raila and the National was undergoing treatment. He 4
0 avoid this. Kalonzo is determined to Muslim Leaders Forum has had in and out of hospital B
For Raila, a 1097 loser,a 2002 leave an impressive mark in his drawn criticism from church- since 2001 when he developed
dngmaker and now riding on  maiden shot at the presidency es, which say it elevates Islam kidney failure.
‘he apex of his political career, and, perhaps, a above other religions. In 2002, he underwent a
his thee is a high octane, do-  chip if he does not triumph. But Kibaki yesterday said dney transplant in the US il
srdie battle. His He has mad that he faiths had a duty to speak the donated by his brother, ]
see this as his \est pinmacle ‘would be willing to enter into a eter Kari
to which he n‘:l’s\‘: not return  coalition with TIMO®  president Kibaki pays his last respects to Archbishop Nicodemus  ~=The Churchhasasolidrole ~He was buried next tolhis
should he miss the seat. O o ame time, the stakes  Kiima at Ruringu Stadium, Nyer District, yesterday. tounite people of different predecessor,
For Kalonzo, the spirited for the lieutenants of the top ‘backgrounds so that they can Gatimu, who died in
pattie he has put on his sailsis  guns, and who are vying for paignmesagemawd!-aul- of the main candidates aside their differences. February 1
seen more as a build-up for a Jiamentary seats, are as high lined pledge list of what an is set to enter a multi- 1 call on the Church to rise According to the Catholic
good result, which would put since the loss for the flagbearer ODM government would do if ~ cam o Kibaki's itin- above tribal and racial differ- faith, bishops and archbishops ! j
‘him in good stead for big things would confine the whole team  he wins. emywﬂlukehimwarexshe ences during the campalgns;’ are laid to rest in the. 14
in future. to the opposition. His camp has marketed the has not been to, running to if they die in office. 1
Prof Macharia Munene, an Kibaki has a large team of  campaign with the line that last day of the camy The President’s visit to his Nakuru Bishop Peter Kairu 13
international felations don, Cabinet ministers who will do ODM stands for change, while ‘Kibaki's latest pledge is raise Nyeri turf came two weeks formed the final rites in the 1
sumined up the predicament to ensure he doesnot  Kibaki's PNU stands for the teachers’ salaries. after he endorsed candidates Cathedral. Scores of faithful
of the three thus: “Kibalki is lead them to the opposition. status quo. uqlmh-vebecndeuuedwlm picked on his PNU party lined up to view the tom! ~
aware that it is has the core Pentagon Yesterday, theadrenalinekept  his pledge lists for each region ticket, much to the chagrin of Niue asked priests to unite
for a sitting President to Jose.  team, which offers him the rising as a polister released its  they visit. others running on fringe par- in the face of Kirima's
e is running out for Raila, best ever chance of changing  latest index, ahead of Stead- Raila has promised a new ties supporting it should not spark
while there is not too much  from the o] ition man Group's tomorrow. constitution within six months Kibaki has since appeared competition among them. <
pressure for lonzo to win. For Kalonzo, an entire on According to Infotrack Har- and the employment of 60,000 to back off The Pope's representative, ¥q
He (Kalonzo) knows a good of Eastern Province and about  1is, ODM is still the most ers. instead asking candidates Alain Paul Rebeaupin, who i
performance NOW will put him 20 MPs are hinging their hopes ular party three weeks to The parties are said to have in various parties to work the Mass, asked 2]
in a better position in future.” on him., polling day. ODM's popular-  set aside billions of shillings toge 7 Conference and *
For Kibaki, if he were to lose, Kibaki has used every cam- ‘nysundsnw'lptrcent,me for elaborate campaigns. PNU Yesterday, there was asign of the clergy to help him recruit
he would go down in history as paign stop to urge Kenyans to pollster says. P jliation among candi an archbishop to succeed
the first sitting Kenyan Presi- elect him on account of his de- PNU follows closely with each received Sh500,000 and a (dates with those in smaller Kirima in Nyeri. -
dent to lose at the ballot, hav- velopment record. 39.2 per cent, while ODM-Ke- vehicle for campaij parties allowed to sit in the In his message read by the 1
ing served only one term. Everywhere he has set foot, nyaisat 15.1 per cent. ‘With the battle promising to idential dais. secretary of the Kenya Episco- p
For Raila — who has con-  he has Jeft a trail of new proj- ‘The which  go down to the wire, Raila and Nobel laureate, Prof Wangari  pal Conference, Father Vincent
sistently led in five Steadman  ects ith the slogan, “Kazi len- could be the last before the Kalonzo have claimed that the ‘Maathai, sat next to her bitter ‘Warbugu, the Pope termed A
opinion polls since Septem- delee”. elections, is Government planned to rig the rival, Mr FT Nyammo, who Kirima's death a big loss to the
Raila has packaged his cam-  keyinthe perception war. elections. beat her in the Tetu PNU nomi- ~ Church.

ber and locked in a statistical
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Violence: ECK should
have acted sooner

e Electoral Commission came out hard on
perpetrators of poll violence, albeit too late in

the day. At least three candi ‘were each

fined Sh100,000 on allegations of orchestrat-

ing or abetting violence, and although the penalty was
paltry, the principle was Jaudable.
Several ugly incidents were witnessed
long ign, which officially ended on
Monday. Campaign-related deaths were reported
in Rongo and Ugenya constituencies, while in many
other places, politicians and their supporters were
beaten by intolerant rivals.

during the

As'we kept saying during the electioneering period,
the youths who are always associated with violence
are mere hirelings, working for well-placed indi-
viduals, who have the ‘wherewithal to plan, pay for,
and mask their nefarious designs. On their own, the
youths do not have the capacity to plot and carry out
those dangerous activities.

For this reason, it has always been our considered
view that rooting out pol! violence requires going be-
neath the masks and dealing directly and decisively
with the instigators of violence.

This year’s campaigns are now closed, but the les-
son for the future is that ECK must put in place sys-
tems early in the day to deal with poll violence. The
penalties should come fast and heavy to deter poten-
tial planners and perpetrators of violence.

It would be useful to raise penalty quite substan-
tially because the Sh100,000 fees is pocket change to
some of the politicians fanning trouble. If possible,
the culprits should even be barred from elections al-
together.

Besides, the youths who are routinely used to cause
mayhem should also be heavily punished to send 2
stropg message that they arenot immune simply be-
cause they are working for powerful individuals.

Similarly, we want to see & situation where the po-
lice, the Attorney-General’s office, and the ECK work
together to rein in those violating electoral rules. The
ituati ining in which the main contenders
kept blaming each other for ing the rules only
served to embolden the criminals.

Let this year’s experience serve a2 lasting lesson

on how to manage violence-free electoral processes.

Somalia still burning

ing in

oldiers from Burundi have startec
the Somali capital, Mogadish:

WAR ON AIDS
S. CAMP & E. ZULU

We have little choice but to
protect the next generation

publi
Even with Lfe-saving drugs
available to more and more people, keep-
ingpeop‘;eﬁumbei.nsiniec{edimheﬁm
place represents the only realistic way to
th d of HIV in the long haul.

peacekeeD

One thousand seven hun:
ers will join the Ugandan co
‘has been holed up in Mogadishu

But the pumber is stll
edged support
their
di have

Many African countriesw
for the AU mission have®
commitments. So far
sent troops, but it appears there
a situation where there is no peace

Even as the Burundi conting
Mogadishu was the scene o fierce fighting between
insurgents and forces of the interim government
backed by Ethiopian troops.

The international community has to face up to the
fact that unless there is  force strong enough to en-
force peace, everything else will be a mere gesture.

‘Aslongas the interim government depends on Ethi-
opian military power for survival, then the insurgents
who have found a common cause 2gainst what they
see as a foreign occupation, will not stop fighting.

The first step towards peace in Somalia should be
the withdrawal of the Ethiopian troops, but they obvi-
ously will not quit if it means leaving the interim gov-

ernment to be easily overrun by insurgents.

The AU must place in Somalia a force large enough

to contain the insurgents for the period it will take the
envernment to build up its own capability.

‘And the most logical starting point for
any prevention effort is young people —
especially those who have yet to become
sexually active.

“That’s hardly a new idea, and major
initiatives to provide youth with the in-
formation, skills and resources to protect
themselves from Tave been under-
‘way for many years.

Now a major new study, conducted
by the New York-based Guttmacher In-
stitute and partners in Burkina Faso,
Ghana, Kenya, Malawi and Uganda, pro-
vides 2 ground-breaking perspective on
the effectiveness of these efforts through
adolescents’ eyes.

The study, which was based on person-
al interviews with nearly 20,000 young
people in four sub-Saharan countries,
\was released at the Fifth African Popula-
tion Conference held early this month in

Tanzanie.

So what did these young people tell
us? We were tremendously encouraged
Dy their positive and ‘Thopeful outiook on
life. But their verdict on our collective at-
tempts to help them safely transition to
adulthood is sobering.

Adolescents in the four countries we
jed— Burkina Ghana, Malawi

= 4213 v +hat thav aften do
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2 two-S0ld chaTlenge for both developing Here's what needs to happen. Bec
country policymakers and their coun- notall adolescents stay in school, 28
terparts in indnstrialised countries (Who propriate sex education should beg
‘help shape policies via foreign aid):First, early primary grades.
they th d {fragile D ing effective out-o!-sd:t‘
education and hezlth systems. education programmes — especia

The second dation though, ries with low rates of scho
is hard for some people to swallow: Poli- tendance and high drop out rates
cymakers — and society atlarge —must  also critical,
acknowledge and. openly discuss the role ‘The quality of sex education mi
that sexuality plays in the lives of many improved — ers, for example,
adolescents. Dbetter materials and training.

say that fear and embar- Industrialised countries have 8

rassment constitute the ier:
to their seeking information and health
services. In many societies in Africa and
elsewhere, sexual activity among young
people prior to marriage, though com-
mon, remains stigmatise i
about sex is often taboo.

FEARING THEY MAY BE PERCEIVED

as p! h ¥

ers are reluctant to support improved
sexual health information and services
for young people. But failure to doso is
self-defeating and, quite frankly, totally

unaceeptable.

The reality is that, by the age of 18,
most teens have begun to have sex. In-
stead of being helped, they are often
shamed into ignorance about their own
sexuality — putting them at high risk
of HIV infection or other negative out-
comes, such as an unwanted pregnancy.

Again, let’s listen to what adolescents
say: They yearn for honest and reliable
information and they strongly support
sex education in schools. At most, how-
ever, only half of them get such sex ed-
ucation — ranging from 15 per cent in
Burkina Faso to 52 per cent in Ghana.

port developing countries’ effort
promote a positive attitude and &
Tensive approach toward the sex}
reproductive health of young pe
number of Western European §
ments are taki is route, &y
should be commended for it.

In sharp contrast, the United
undermines such efforts, exporti
veloping countries its rigid abstil
until-marriage education progr
Recipients of US HIV. funds may]
teens aged 15and olderwith i
about condoms, but cannot us
funds to “promote or provide” ¢t
in most situations. |

To be sure, the US has played)
role in development assistantt
single largest donor in the fight
‘Aids. But its emphasis on abstint
Jimited young people’s access t
health information and servicet
that should stop. )

It is imperative that Africa
‘ments foeus on the evidencein)
their domestic policies and prog
Theymustvs’imsmndprusln_fn
erful outside forces that try toin
e Aniwad acendac and nolicie
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D-DAY

Nc. 15668

s a great day to be a citizen of race. They will also be makinga choice  vuit, and commend five things to all million voters across the nation.

. the Republic of Kenya. ‘betwesn the policies of the Orange our countrymen and women. Doing their civicduty isa measureof
“Today Kenyans have the cratic Party, Party of National First, ensure that vou have cast your  their patriotism. The country cinnot
i i Movement- bailot. If you haven't been toapolling  be run well nnless most of ifs citizens
arties contest- +, vou risk wasting something  exercise good judgment t f
election: Very precious. sponsible and capable p

The fate of Kenya and the guality ofitsaffairs.
of its government Since 1992,

# billions across the worl
right to freely cheose their
Today Kenyans in their millions
gl vete either to re-elect President

ayans havedone 5s
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Election: It’s time for
Kenyans to decide

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cent. Today is a fantastic opportunity to change that
state of affairs; to give our political parties and can-
didates a strong mandate to lead this great nation in
peace and unity.

Second, keep the peace. Today’s election is being
held amid tension and intermittent outbreaks of vio-
lence, in which several police officers have been killed.
At the end of the election, whether one's party wins or
loses,everyxznymwamsaeounu'yw back to.

We all want peace -and tranquillity to set on with

sellmg e country, mil-

Every
leeders and

le, ch

lion peop!
effort must be made

b}' everyxemn,
. agencies of law and order,tn ensure that the country

remains during and after the election.
Third, always act within the law. The people respon-
sible for some of the violenoe presumably thought
that they integrity of the elec-
tions a.nd ﬂlQ nshts of the party they suppo;
Iti: for Kenyans to be:

in matters that are so critical to the stability of
the nation.

Therecammahmeforapeaplewhavemtbmthe
institutions they in themselves and in
theircounuymen.'[‘hisl.s such aﬂme.‘l'he proper way
of deding ith suspected is to expose it by re-
porting it to the Electoral Oommission of Kenya, elec-
tion monitors, observers and the agents of the various
political party representatives. Be vigilant, but work
within the law.

Fourth, be fair and honest. In his message to Ken-
yans on Christmas day, ECK chairman Samuel Ki-
yuitu said: “Although voters are entitled to a well

free and fair election, they have to play
their part by contributing positively to the election
by upholding what is right and fair and by respecting
each other as equals.”

Roadtodarkness

This is an election, not a war. Kenyans must not ap-

proach it with an attitude of victory at 2ll costs, by

all means. An election victory that is not won hon-

?ﬂyhmd fairly is 2 step on the road to darkness and
leath.

Fifth, candidates must be prepared to the
result of v.be elecﬁon. In the heat and anxiety of the

umbers
of the ballot boxes, to seal the boxes with their own
padlocks, to inspact and record the serial of

VAl Z G

WHAT OTHERS SAY

CHARLES ONYANGOC-OBBO

Party chief Zuma, his merry
wives, and a racist brother

HERE !S OLD SCHOOL,

there’s the African Big Man...
and then there’s Comrade
Jacob Zuma,

ngress (ANC).
‘The boisterous and populist leaders
mpumon mokabeaunzlasty:ﬁ:vwben

De has two children. With a name like
that, small wonder she works at amobile

To it all, in addition to the 15 per
cent of Dr Whgksan’s genes which wes2

her
asaneleﬁntwnma.n)ﬂmwnforherde-
signer outfits.

As with very many men, there is an
cld-flame, Minah Shongwe, in the frame.
She has a son with Zuma.

Comrade Zuma, by the way, is 65. Truly
that'he still has so much en-

hve famlly friend. He was acquitted.
ving wrested the leadership of the
ANC fmm Tbaho Mbeki, unlg‘sthe is

ballot papers.

An election is not 2 done deal until all the ballot
papers are counted and the results made public by
ECK. The result of the election must be accepted by
all; those who believe they have been treated unfairly
Thave the right to seek redress in the courts of law by
petitioning the results.

‘The wonders of modern technology make it pos-
sible for people to communicate with each other in-
stantly. Kenyans must realise and respect the power
— for good and for evil — that modern communica-
tions places in their hands. Nowis not the time to cry
“fire!” in a crowded theatre.

Kenyans have lived together — different tribes,
different beliefs — for hundreds of years. They have
discovered the value of living in peace and working
together. Together, they have a built a nation which is
second to none in the region, with a vibrant economy,
a committed and a productive work force.

There is, therefore, cause to look to the future with
confidence, to have faith in the wisdom of Kenyans
and to be relatively sure that the election fever will
so:lnhpe gone and the people will go back to their nor-
mal lives.

'WANGETHI MWANGI: Ed ronial Director

Published at Nation Centre, Kimathi Street and peinged at Mombasa
Road. \almbx by Nation Media G,aq- Limiced
POB 49010, Nairobi 00!
Tel: 3288000, 221222. Fax 2 ‘B‘»o

charges m bemg bruug‘lt against him,
Zuma is all but assured of becoming
South Africa’s president in 2009.

‘With that prospect looming, far-sight-
ed observers are already contemplating
whatmm(london) called a “press-
mg problem That is, which of Zuma's
wives, not to mention mistresses,
would be the First Lady?

An "unashamed Zulu traditionalist”
(awording 1o the Times), Zuma is quite
hnnpyto admit publicly that he is 2 po-

lygamist.

Hehzsremmedulmt‘suhlldun
from “four official” marriages and sev-
eral girlfriends. Two children have been
born to him since his acquittal in the
petrial.

uma still does like some of our more
old fashioned fathers used to do. He has
wife”, Sizakele Khumalo. She

ergy at that age.

Less saucy, bu! by far more ironical
than the Zuma story, is that of Dr James
‘Watson. I don't think that there's a black
person whe reads newspapers who hes
forgotten that name.

In case you have, Dr Watson is that
American Nobel prize-winning scien-
tist who caused an international uproar
a few months ago when he clainied that
black Africans were less intelligent than

HE WAS FORCED TO RESIGN AS HEAD
of the research laboratory in New York
where he worked after his

as likely to have come o=
black ancestor of African descent, =%

ther 9 per cent were likely to have come
from an ancestor of Asian descen:, e

cestry.

‘We have dwelt on tw
men. Letus report abo
100. The chief of Sri Lank
Peter Hill, a Briton.

M Hill will shortly’
10 Britain, after losing his job ==
rier where he wes chief exscutive &
eight years.

He lost his job after the St Lamion
govcmment“gnulled Tis work pes==t
‘Why, you might ask.

On December 13, Sri Lanka’s Prescens

uested

remarks.

Earlier this year, Dr Watson became
only the second person to publish his
fully sequenced genome on the Internet.

According to The Independent, now an
of this genome has showed that

unalysis
Dr Watson has 16 times more genes of

bluk ongm than the average white Eu-
"rms level is whaz you would expect

in who ha

a “yillage
is the pmumzd Ndz and lm-s uhis

Hehas no chﬂdren ‘with her.

The “city wife” is Mantuli Zuma, who
married the big man five years ago. They
have two children. Then there was Kabe
Zuma. They had five children. She com-
mitted suicide in 2000.

Diamini Zuma couldn't take his ways
much longer. They divorced in 1998.
They have four daughters. She is now
Foreign minister and, not surp!

2 Mbelkd ally.
Ha hae a tma tnwn wife in the person

129

who was African’} sud Kari Stefanson of
Decode Genetics, whose company did
the analysis. “It is very surprising to get
this result for Jim”

ZUMA'S 65. TRULY
AMAZING THAT
HESTILL HASSO

Mahinda Tequ hat e
axrhneclwasseas.orﬂ ™ zod Byes-

urage on 2 flight from Londos we e
M:ddlvs to Colombo, the capisl of S5
Lanka.

When word got to the airins memame

rest, as they say, is
of such plucky courage in Aice.

‘The other bnnd: of good Seliows me
the ones who make the TaScr=les e
UK. Under new grideimes peblished s
week, they are proposing a scfer penaliy
of up to two yeass in prison fur pegle
using 2 mobile phone or 20 MPS sl
while at the wheel. A bad law sccsing
to my book.

But they have 2 worchwiis susw Ju
:vosz I

T



Appendix 5
Standard 2007.Your vote your choiceDec271.

Thursday, December 27, 2007
Brcizsanmae T

MESSAGE OF PEACE: AS WE GO TO ELECT OUR LEADERS TODAY, WE APPEAL TO
~ YOU TO RELY ON YOUR INN RESERVE HARMONY AND SECURITY

é}i <
!
d
2
i
g
i

i

EDITOR'S COMMENT

Cd most important candidate in
today’s General Election is not on
the ballot. But it is this candidate
who will enable you, the voter,

toemereiseyonrdemocraﬁcrightto

choose your leaders and enable
those leaders to govern. That
candidate is PEACE.

NEWSDESK

‘ e yucstyour votefor /. HOTLINE
: NUMBERS:
and
omenter it ey i bite \ 020 2172047
e R e\ Q2UE S

overan-
n!herdoesnotmmﬁmmemyoudd
notvoteferis:murenax;lndeeﬁ.w.
ers of the person you did not vote for mos
mmgoodh-hxt.ne&_dbmsd
T Paebcammid»

ELECTION
SPECIAL 71

24-page pull
fo s on build
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OUTSTANDING EVERY DAY
‘Thursday, December 27, 2007

We are all

From Page 1

countrymen and countrywomen.

after the results have been announced

without inducement and or coercion.

THE STANDARD

responsible
for a peaceful «
Election Day

Therefore, first vote for peace in your heart, wish
it for your neighbour and then pray for it to prevail
throughout the country during the voting and long

‘When peace prevails, then it is clearfhat you will
exercise your constitutional and God-given ri
to choose your leaders — of your own volition and

n right

of

ests, threaten to undermine it.

plebiscite.
It will be natural for the leaders you ck

upon to make

the country’s leaders and
people behind them.

as the electorate.

and the
for the benefit of this and future generations.

It is incumbent upon you to protect Kenya's
nascent democracy and shield it from those who
would, in pursuit of personal and or vested inter-

o
But the elected president and his team become
‘must unite and rally the

o who becomes Kenya's next President is
squarely in the hands of you, the voter. Simi-
larly, who the next Member of Parliament
and councillor is a matter that rests with you

It is our considered opinion that you have to go

e Kenya's
varied races, ethnicities and religions and our
national security serve as pillars of the country's

i d the thatis

The leaders you choose will be of no use to Kenya
if their pre-occupation would be to save the country
from instability that may be generated by today’s

choose today
to move to unite the country behind them because
elections divide people because they are called
olces.

o
GENIEVEN. TS
NOWMERRYED
DECIPE!

The Kenyan dream was — and stiil is — epitomised in
the call of the i diate post-inds di &
for the eradication of ignorance, poverty and disease.
K‘l‘he founding government also so;xght to give every
ibl ity for i

and

that in your role as an elector, you have 2 hugestake m
deciding the future of your country from the grassroc
(civic authorities) through the legislative process (¥
ment) and all the way to the top (the Presidency).
The third point is that you, as a voter, have 2

enyan inan
atmosphere of ethnic, racial and

- co-existence.

Of course, ft was the business of government to create
an enabling em-imm}:(xax‘xt for the foregoing to thrive.

tus ask the g nay,
you to ask yourself the following questions before you

process that goes beyond casting you
You have to be an active participant in the way ¥
governed and in making decisions about governance &<
how resources are to be ;

The fourth is that unlike the three leading presidental
candidates, we have no truck with the so-called ‘thres

party i the
Kenyan dream as espoused by the founding fathers and
expanded on it to reflect and address the present and
future desires of Kenya and Kenyans?

piece suit’ voting system where electors choose pr
tial, parli and civic candid; m the same
party without thinking abo;,\.t the manifestos, character,

or of individual i

as you enter the polling booth, £

‘Two, which presidential has ad-
dressed the issues of poverty, education, health, security,
creation of wealth, equitabl and empi
ment of people to always exploit available opportuni-
ties for of self, ities, regions and,
ultimately, the country?

Three, which of the parliamentary candidates is a ‘peo-
ple person’ and has shown a clear understanding of the
role of a Member of Parliament,
especially with regard to mobil-
ising wananchi to embrace and
rally around certain development
ideas and to mobilise resources
for their execution, while leading

and vote, not just because it is your

civic leaders every five

years.
An even more important reason you should vote
misﬂ\stﬂﬁs General Election is about Kenya's

Kenya's future we mean your future and the

right to choose your presidential, parliamentary and

by

Four, of the civic candidates
on the ballot, which one showed
he/she best understood the role
of local authorities as instru-
ments of grassroots participation
in identification of development
ities and ilising resourc-

By
future of the children of your children.
while this election is not about the past,
is important because it must inform the present
that we may as a country decide how 10 grapple
with the future.

so

es for their execution?

From these questions four im-
portant points emerge. The
is that the choice you have to
make today revolves around the
twin issues of the creation of the
enabling environment to allow
Zfor the all-round improvement of
the lot of all of the Kenyan peo-
ple and the equitable distribution
of the country’s resources.

The second is that you, as & vot-
ught to know that there are
ections here and not cne

510 know and understand G0 Kvoe:
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. Electoral Commission of Kenya Chairman,

Vpaper in hand and as you mark it, remermbe
noy that the politicians have spoken ar
the propaganda mills have ground to & ha!

upon you to vote wisely, that is, with your conscience
But to enable you do that, the entire world is benking ==

the integrity, impartiality and commitment o the demo-

cratic process, of the Electoral Commission of Kenya

of Mr

(ECK) under the leader

Kenya's next president, .’:‘7_
ment and local authorizies

is seen to be so, it makes the
post-election work of people ==
leaders much easier. I

winners to be magnammon
victory. The peopie are
to buy into the =nif

is transpat
be seen to be so
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d term as ODM

RESULTS AEA GLANCE

President sworn i
in for second term isclose: | vion there aze invazic

amid violence inner celebrates the Joser will cer-
tainly not be pleased at Josing an
i el their back-

i i election. Furthermore,
in various towns election ¢ Gisappointed”
B He added: “The ‘mood makes it
By ERIC SHIMOLI painful for ECK 10 announce the
. results but this should not deter
mmemxmahwasswom'm the commission. {rom performing
yesterday for a second and itstask.
final term as Head of State HesaidODMhadraLsedan\p:‘:er

asriptsand protests erup! of compl ch the comnissiont

in parts of {he country over the considered but could not resolve “in

puted. presidential the manner s M.
rtly the ODM Meanwhile, violence erupted 13

An
Jeadership insisted that Kenyans parts of ‘Nairobi, Mombasé,

aila Odinga “as and Kakamega while President
the legitimate preﬂdent" and were Kibaki's supporters in Central Prov-

“ready to see him serve democrati-  ince and’ of Nairobi broke into :halm\ansamud Kivuritu addresses apressmn(crenoe at

ECK
cally™ . celebrations. 2 KicCin Nwob:rmriam s to announce the official results for
‘The statement read in Nairobi The Europead Union chief elec-  the ential election but Was disrupted ‘after a commotion ensued.
by Narok North ‘MP-elect William tion observer, Mr Alexander Graf Phom/PETF.RSON GITHAIGA
Ntimama outlined the party’s plan Lambsdorff, said the ECK had not
fortoday. w succeeded in establishing the, cred- protests at the manner inwhich the the final cutcome unless the verid-
After being SWorn in at State ibility of the tallying process tothe Tesultswere ‘being releasec. cation report wes ‘made public.
‘House' “Nairobi yesterday, President satisfaction of all parties and candi- Demonstrations, Jooting znd “The electordl comruission must
asked his opponents t© ac-  datesinthe president ‘buraing of property \were reported first make public 1he audit report of
that they went through

aki ential race.

cept the outcome of the polls, which “The result for the Molo constitu- in parts of Nairobi wherea: commut- &l the votes U y

e described as “credible” ency, for example, Was announ! in erbuswasi juced to ashes. at night before its chairman &n-
the presence of EU ODSEIVErS atthe £ violeilce Were: ‘Dounces who the winoes fthe elec-

Credible elections constituency tally centre as 50, o is. [fihe announcement made

“] thank the ECK, security agents, vomfor?:esidemxibﬂd. while the g2, W

observers and all other pleyers for d the result for the Pres- =

r
remaining commif 10 con- -identto be 75,261 yotes, he said.
duct of honest, orderly and credible “Becanse of this and other ob-
elections that have enabled the true served irregularities, some doubt

remains accuracy of the

wvendict of the people t0 P! 2 he as to the of
said. result of the presidenu‘nl election
In other ts, the Gov- 88 announced today’ he said in 2
through Internal nt.
minister John Michuki suspended e t by iticians f
i the ECK in 2 sh

ident was SWOrR
aﬂﬁwbmaﬁassbywmision and High Court registrar Christine outng mat
threa! i within the ds much of the ‘morning 25 they &= Orengo a0

jo stations and tened to ar- Meoi at 6.35pm groun s they
rest anyone ‘publishing alarming - of State ‘House, Nairobi, exactly five gued over the nurmber o2 presiden- resented ODM.
S yaaﬁfrommdm\nhenheﬁmas- ﬂa!w:sxha:nﬂmﬂheir candi-  Atli5am there Was 2 near ex-

roadcast of Mr Ntima- sumed office in 2003. ad garnerec. change of DIOWS OVer, seating ar-
ma's Statement ﬁomuy}iouse Flectoral Col ission of Xeny2 The ECK end TWo agents of every rangements piting assistant mims-
i . chairman Samuel ivuita declared D X entia) candidate spent SaRE anson Mungatana, of PNU
Today, the Media Council, which ‘President Kibaki duly elected with day night verifying results from 2l ObM party 2gent JosC; 3
regulates journalistic conduct, 4,584,721 VOteS against ODM presi- constituencizs except Znjiado North ‘At 12.06pm Ms Karua, and Mr
meet 1o consider response t0 the dcndalwxdidabekﬂiaoain@n o and Molo whose outcome had not Nyamweya were cailed from the | B
ersorder. 4,352,993 votes. receiv N et o join the ODM team Two pem_‘)[e ch
Before 2nnouncing the results mmnmdomwdosm;:miden- ODM secreu_urzenenl Anyang’ upstairs in resolving the 4 % = =
on KBC telesision, Mr Kivuitu dis- tial race since the reintroduction of Nyongo said the night-long audit thnthadddayedtbe announcement | as ‘.10{;‘ ro c B
owned a man Who was introduced multi-paity Poitics in 1992, only Was meant to ensure that the cor- of the results. = o
¢ Fidoret North JfP-elect William 231,728 votes separated President sooxedbycachweretbe When they were finally an- |
turning i i ones to b2 announced by the com- nounced, Kibaki was declared win- Coasfal areag
eventswere the' culmi- mission. ner, followed by Mt Odinga and Mr e
a second day of chaos and He said ODM would not accept Kelonzo Musyoka of ODM-Kenya. | BY NATION Team

Moo consdtmency Ye
He said: A lot of things which nation of

o = | o people were shot by police

“Kibaki asks Bpponenfg to

| basw when riois broke out aft

ccept re S\ﬂts | t‘lexll_:1 Kibaki was declared the s

ByDAVID MUGONY! \
and DAVE OPIYO fair, saying the just concluded elections Heeommenﬂedmehugemnmu_'.‘uymc |
and the referendum tWo years 280 dem- youth.simhe electoral process, sayingthis |

nstrated not only 10 the continent, but  Was 2 clear sign of a vibrant and demo- |

President el yesterdzay 2sked his 0P~ o) :
ponents 2 the just concinded General also to theworld that Kenyans werepoliti-  cratic culture. ) g
Hlection to 25059% e a:.ccmv.’nich he cally mature and capable of nurturing and. The President spoke after taking Vo In Bangladesh
2s ‘credie. upholding democracy. oaths, one to protect “the country and the | & ;nai;ﬁud. youths engage
Speaking immediately after being Prsiden:mbaki led hewould other t0 defend the Constitution. | policein running battles-
smmiuz:s.:xﬁo&_\'mdai.ba said: soon constitute & Government of cleant Ha was sworn in at '6.35pm by High | pyblicvenicle services Wi
it T candidazes 2nd Kenyans hands o represent the face of Kenya and Court Registrar Christine Meoli after | 53 townand its environs ¥ cre
complete the co! ipotional review pros ECK chai ‘Samuel Kivuitu declared ‘\ iy suspended f0rSing comm!
ess. ‘nim the duly elected President. for long. distances or I
7 The President said it was time forheal- | A pick-up vehicl:
Face of Kenya ing and reconciliation among all Kenyans in the area butthe
“as]pledged 0 Ken) Guring the cam- pow that the elections were Over. | haye escap unhurt
1 will shortly form 2 clean hands Hesaid hewill puwmﬂy]ead thecoun- | The Mombase:
Government that represents the face of wYID promoting unity, tolerance, peace ricaded by burning
prevail” Kenya The new PNU Government will and harmony among all Kenyans and ap- | severa! tear g25 canistessio
President Kibaid sppealed 10 5 oppe- incorporate e afiliate parties 25 well pealedto 2l political and religiousleaders | rioters.
nents to put aside teir differences ™ xthe = 25 other fnendly parties. 1 also pledgeto 0 Go the same. Reports from Xc:
penefit of the countTs: Presxdem ensure that OUT YOUDS people and wemen The Presidential & ration cerero- indicated that &
And he reite! thathe washumbied ~ 22— arefully rr;:esemzd inall public appoint- 1 ;;Q’_n%he:dou Januery 7 and thereafter areas.
for being re-elected by Kenyans as e pledoes 0 maats” L} 'wuld delivering o n Likesd,
D T canend term, SYIDE T = The President dmitted that The dec- T w " g igmade. whilez2hos
7aeveall  tions were closely contested and com- 3 Nx 2213345 R
rere ClOSEY, aneers —Mir Rall2 Y22 A‘la:'l & egistersd atthe SO zsaneus
s ilat
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Appendix 7

Ongiri, 1.2008 | acted under a lot of pressure, says KivuBiandard Jan 21.
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