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CHAPTER ONE:

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

The Sharpeville massacre that took place on 21 March 1960, led by the Pan-Africanist Congress
(PAC), where 69 protesters against the imposition of pass laws were killed, was followed by the
imposition of the state of emergency on 30 March 1960, and the banning of the PAC and African
National Congress (ANC), marked a turning point in the fight against apartheid. Stephen Ellis
(1998: 264) argues that “many inquirers, including the Truth and Reconciliation Commission,
regard the Sharpeville massacre...as the true beginning of hostilities.” It is the aftermath of
Sharpeville that is often marked as the turn to the armed struggle by the liberation movements,
who saw themselves as engaged in a protracted guerilla war against the apartheid state (Lodge,
1986; Cock 1989; Barrell, 1991; Cock, 1991; Ellis and Sechaba, 1992; Kondlo, 2009; Cherry,
2011; Ellis, 2012; Macmillan, 2013, Dlamini, 2015; Simpson, 2016). With key leaders in jail, the
liberation movements were left with the option of continuing the highly risky work of fighting
from either the underground, or from outside the country, and by galvanising the international
community to recognise apartheid as a crime against humanity. The three decades stretching
from 1960-1990 that marked the armed struggle thrust women into the centre of the all-
encompassing transnational anti-apartheid battlefront. This study examines the lives of women

who were combatants in the aftermath of the armed struggle against apartheid.

Although the violence of apartheid and its character was mostly felt inside the country,
the anti-apartheid struggle became internationalised, because the liberation movements appealed
to the international community to delegitimise the sovereignty of the minority white apartheid
state in various ways, be it the campaign to release political prisoners, or the fact that the training
of guerilla combatants of Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), Azanian People’s Liberation Army
(APLA) was done outside the country by sympathetic foreign governments, among others. Even
though, as Ellis and Sechaba (1992) have pointed out, “the war for South Africa was only one

phase in a much longer contest, which long pre-dated the foundation of Umkhonto we Sizwe and
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battlefront against apartheid “structured [women’s] lives and how this exerted a profound
influence on their chosen methods of activism as well as on the ways in which they perceived
their experiences” (Magubane, 2010: 996). This is to show how the war against apartheid
destabilised “fixed categories of war and peace, home and front, combatant and civilian” and that
“implicit in the destabilization [sic] of these fixed categories is the destabilization [sic] of the
spaces in which war is fought” (Bonnin, 1997: 29). The thesis will show, as Kentridge (1990)
argues, that during apartheid,

[t]The war zone [was] everywhere. Every road, ditch, yard, river, house and hillside [was]
a war zone. Buses, taxis, privately owned cars, police vehicles — all these constitute
arenas of battle. More than that, each person carrie[d] the war around with himself or
herself... There [was] no escaping this war, it occupie[d] no defined space or time (p. 17-

18).

As Bonnin (1997) further argues, apartheid “violence redefined the meaning of dangerous
space and safe space, and ultimately women’s spaces and men’s spaces”, thereby producing

multiple combatants, many of whom, it must be underscored, were women (p. 29).

The colliding of multiple significant anniversaries in South Aftrica in 2016, such as the
20th anniversaries of the first TRC hearings and adoption of the Constitution, the 40th year
anniversary of the 1976 student uprisings against the imposition of Afrikaans as a medium of
instruction, the 60th anniversary of the women’s march to the Union Buildings against the
extension of pass laws to women, and the 55th anniversary of the founding of Poqo and MK,
have laid bare the enduring legacies of the past on the present in a time when the country finds
itself at a social, political and economic crossroads. They serve to show that history cannot be
read as a timeline and that its continuities shift and are “returned to us with new implications”

(Gqola, 2007: 113).

The establishment of the Department of Military Veterans in 2009 by the Jacob Zuma
administration, and the subsequent adoption of the Military Veterans Act No. 18 of 2011,
signalled a reemergence of the combatant as a legislative category, and as a category for debate
in South African public culture concerning the legacies of the armed struggle. The reemergence

of the combatant revives questions about the nature of the war that was fought between the
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e what processes has the state put in place for ex-combatants and what criteria are used to
determine combatant recognition and access?

e what are the experiences of all women ex-combatants in state-led processes of
integration?

e what are women ex-combatant experiences in integration beyond the procedures provided

by the state?

The objectives of the study are therefore to:
e evaluate what the state has done for ex-combatants as a group, and to what extent women

ex-combatants as a category, are present and absent in these processes;

e ecxamine the experiences of all women ex-combatants concerning the challenges and

successes in terms of demobilisation and reintegration;

e ecxamine the narratives of all women ex-combatants concerning their integration beyond

the state and military, whether socially, economically, politically or symbolically; and

e examine how the above may be used to inform the governance and condition women ex-

combatants in South Africa.

As a consequence of these goals, the thesis seeks to contribute to a broad appreciation of the
terrain of the armed struggle, and as such, to a greater appreciation of a feminist interpretation of

IR theory.

1.3 Thesis outline

The thesis is organised into eight chapters. This introductory chapter outlined the context and
aims of this research, that is, to examine the state-led demobilisation and civilian reintegration
process of women ex-combatants in post-apartheid South Africa. The chapter provided a brief
context of the armed struggle and the ways in which it assumed an international posture that has
made it a subject of analysis in IR theories. The internationalisation of the armed struggle has
contributed to the privileging of the transnationally trained combatants in ways that obscure the
role of those combatants inside the country who played a foundational role in the

conceptualisation and methods of combat; many of whom were women. The chapter located this
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demobilisation was a top-down process dominated by representatives of MK and the SADF. The
chapter forwards the argument that when it comes to female participation in this SANDF led
process, it is the transnationally trained combatant women who took part in this process to the
exclusion of the majority of women who participated on the domestic battlefront. The emphasis
in the process by the newly integrated SANDF leadership on a narrow distinction between
combatants and civilians meant that those who participated in the armed struggle outside of the
formal non-statutory forces, most of them who are women, did not qualify to participate in the
process and therefore were obliged to self-demobilise. More broadly, the chapter shows that the
place of the former combatant in both policy and public imagination is complex, where the
recurrent theme about military veterans is that they are viewed as special citizens who have paid
the ultimate price by putting their bodies on the line, for the protection of the state in the
countries in the Global North, while in the Global South, the combatant is revered for their
sacrifice in the achievement of national liberation. Yet, these heroified citizens also represent a
political dilemma in the eyes of the state, where, if the state fails to support the post-war
settlement, the former combatants are viewed as a security threat to it. It is shown that that what
is unique about the cases from Africa is the inclusion of the non-conventional combatant into
process of demobilisation and reintegration, and that the available literature on the challenges of
the formally and informally demobilised combatants in South Aftrica has largely focused on the
experiences of the male combatants in both statutory and non-statutory forces. Such studies offer

limited detail about the wellbeing of the demobilised female combatant.

Chapter Four accounts for the use of the life histories interview method in the data
collection process of this research. It demonstrates the ways in which a life history approach has
is suitable for accounting for women’s experiences in qualitative research. It contextualises life
history method within the narrative approach, and demonstrates the ways in which narrative
approaches are useful for feminist researchers. It also locates qualitative research that privileges
women’s experiences of war as an important methodological tool in feminist IR. Further to this,
the argument is made in this chapter that dominant social science methods analysing the anti-
apartheid struggle have excluded women in their data sampling and analysis. The chapter argues
that taking women’s contexts seriously implies that the research does not merely seek to ‘prove’
accepted categories through the lived experiences of participants, but rather offers a space to

expand social categories in ways that speak to these realities, thus creating a space for new
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The 1960s, following the banning of the liberation movements by the National Party
government, are understood to be the ‘golden age’ of apartheid, because the state seemed to have
successfully silenced the majority black population from challenging the legitimacy of a minority

government. As Saleem Badat (2012: 159) explains,

savage state repression, state authoritarianism and the decline of internal political
resistance enabled new conditions for capitalist growth and accumulation.
Between 1963 and 1972 there was a sustained economic boom, the South African
economy experienced a rate of expansion second only to that of Japan, and the
rate of return on invested capital once again became among the highest in the
world. For white South Africans the 1960s was generally a time of political calm,
rising living standards, prosperity and a share in the sustained economic boom of

that period.

It was only in the 1970s that the power dynamics shifted dramatically from the re-
emergence of the workers’ movement, amongst these was the March 1973 Durban strikes that
involved over a 100 000 black workers, who challenged the horrid conditions of migrant labour,
the pass laws and the general inhumane conditions under racist labour conditions. This decade
also saw the re-emergence of youth politics that were predicated on the formation of the South
African Student Organisation (SASO), formed in 1968, under the leadership of Steve Biko,
which grew its influence under the banner of the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) in the
1970s. But the township, as a site of contestation between black residents and the state, come to
be the centre of the attacks between the state and black people that escalates to its highest levels
of brutality with the state of emergencies of 1984 and 1985. These “township centered studies”
(Motsemme, 2011) reveal that the wrath of apartheid violence inside South Africa could be felt
in all areas of black life in the township. For Cock (1989: 14), “during 1984-1986 black South
African townships were reconstituted as ‘zones of terror’... within these areas relationships were

structured around violence and fear”, by a state bent on silencing the challenge to its legitimacy.

In 1983, the ANC adopted the document “Planning for People’s War” at its conference in
Morogoro, Tanzania. The implication this “people’s war” is that the “liberation army [became]
rooted amongst the people who were to progressively participate actively in the armed struggle

both politically and militarily” (Cock, 1989: 2). According to Ellis, the ANC realised that MK
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rituals that marked other life cycles were also disrupted. Birthday parties,
weddings, coming-of-age ceremonies were all indefinitely suspended as

surviving the violence became all-consuming preoccupation (2000: 310).

Beall et al. (cited in Cherry, 2007: 301) point to the unique context in which women were
participating in the anti-apartheid struggle, and in particular, to women’s roles in the uprisings in

Durban. The authors argue that:

the home is traditionally regarded as the women’s domain, and the care of
children is ‘women’s work’ ... Such tactics forced women to take positions in
the front line of the battle and allowed them to assume leadership roles, laying
the basis for the transformation of a women’s role and position in struggle: they
are drawn in to defend their terrain, but in so doing, are forced to move beyond

narrowly conceived notions of their roles (cited in Cherry, 2007: 301).

Writing about women’s role in securing their communities in the violence in KZN,
Bonnin (1997), cites a female participant, who articulated that women were “in the front not
because each one is looking after her own child, but all children. It does not matter whose child,

a woman assists a child no matter whose child it is” (Bonnin, 1997: 39).

Pamela Reynolds’s War in Worcester (2013), an ethnography of young men from the
township of Zwelethemba in the Western Cape who participated in the anti-apartheid struggle
the 1980s, argues that

in Zwelethemba, the young stirred conflict and were arrested in their
community, held in police cells and prisons in the town, often released without
charge, and returned to their community. Ground was not gained, battles neither
won nor lost: at the beginning of the 1980s, most of them believed that they
would defeat the apartheid regime within a few years, but it was only at the end
of the decade that signs of change became palpable in Worcester (Reynolds,
2013: 31).

Making a point about the nature of the confrontation between the security forces of the

regime and the youth in Worcester, she argues that the urban nature of the violence in the
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townships makes it a “different from the kind of guerilla warfare, in which surprise attacks could
be launched in the countryside” (Reynolds, 2013: 31-32). Furthermore, on the character of the
war, those who participated against the state, “there was no security in identification by uniform,
badge, or base with the protection that in formal wars, as recognized [sic] by the Geneva
conventions, are supposed to be accorded a soldier” (Reynolds, 2013: 32). Cock (1989) estimates
that in the 1980s, about 10 000 people were detained without trial by the security forces. The act

of detention without trial made lawful in the 1960s, merely escalated.

Similarly, Matthew Kentridge in his book, An Unofficial War: Inside the Conflict in
Pietermaritzburg (1990), defines the killing of two thousand residences in the Natal Midlands
between 1987 and 1990 as a war. He notes that while members of the UDF and Congress of
South Africa Trade Unions (COSATU) who were allies in the conflict with Inkatha offered
different accounts of the causes of the war, all three described the violence as a war. He further

notes that in the townships where this war took place

the people who actually have to live through it all talk with natural ease about ‘being at
war’. They have no political or ideological brief — they use the word because it fits their
experience... The people here have adapted their lives to the demands of the war

(Kentridge, 1990: 17)

In her doctoral thesis on the township of KwaZakhele in Port Elizabeth, Janet Cherry
(2001) argues that while most townships had been contained by the state by late 1977 following
the Soweto 1976 uprising, to emerge again after the formation of the UDF in 1983, in the Port
Elizabeth-Uitenhage townships, there was the emergence of civic organisations such as the Port
Elizabeth Black Civic Organisation (PEBCO), formed in 1979, and its allied organisations, Port
Elizabeth Women’s Organisation (PEWO), Port Elizabeth Youth Congress (PEYCO) and
Congress of South African Students (COSAS). Cherry (2001) argues that “when the township
revolt began in September 1984, residents of KwaZakhele were ready to play their part in the
historic drama that was about to unfold” (Cherry, 2001: 90).

Meanwhile, in her case study of Diepkloof, Soweto, Monique Marks (2001) points to the

fact that schools became a terrain between young people and the state. She notes that:
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[m]ost township youth who joined political organisations in the *80s, were at
school, and many of the leaders of these organisations were still at school. This
was a nation-wide phenomenon...schools provided a base for a common
experience and also a geographical space for meeting and organising (Marks,

2001: 49).

Marks (2001) notes further the period from 1984 to 1989 came with high levels of state
repression. She notes that “people in townships who joined political organisations during this
time were aware of the severe consequences associated with this decisions” (Marks, 2001: 49).
The residents knew that “they risked detention, arrests, harassment and even death” (Marks,

2001: 49).

In her article about political widowhood in South Africa, Mamphela Ramphele (1996)
writes about how funerals became sites of political contestation that were used to show the
international community the gravity of apartheid brutality. She makes an interesting point
regarding the use of English at the funerals where the mourners were largely illiterate. Making an

example of a mass funeral in the township of Gugulethu, Cape Town, in 1985, she argues that

[t]he political theatre of mass funerals was not primarily intended for the
audience in physical attendance, but for national and international audiences.
The latter audience assumed greater importance in the message being
communicated, because of the potential action they could mobilise in support of
the cause. The bereaved families became an incidental part of the audience to

this political theatre (Ramphele, 1996: 107).

In her doctoral work about lived and embodied suffering of mothers and daughters in
Chesterville township in KZN, Nthabiseng Motsemme (2011) argues that studies on the violence
in townships in the 1980s and 1990s are “conceived and characterised as largely public-
political”, in the sense that the violence is theorised as “wholly political in nature” and it is often
populated by predominately hollow male political and protesting subjects, who appear as though
they are without cultures and souls” (Motsemme, 2011: 2). In this sense, township-centred

studies situate the township resident as primarily a political subject, engaged in the public sphere,
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which in this case is the site of the protest or the march (Motsemme, 2011). She argues that what
these studies hide in their portrayal of township life under apartheid, as inherently public-
political, is that apartheid’s “effects on families, and in particular women and children, was
simply ignored” (Motsemme, 2011:9). In Chapter Four, I extend the discussion on some of the
methodological limitations of these township-centered studies. The point to be made here though
is that the violence contaminated everyday life for black township residents. While it is
important to also discuss the ways in which black residents found strategies of survival under
repression, as Motsemme (2011) urges, the point of these studies is to show the extent to which
township residents, country-wide, did not have a choice but to opt out of the violence from a

state that perceived itself to be under threat.

Bonnin terms the violence in KZN as a “post-modern war”, which destabilised “fixed
categories of war and peace, home and front, combatant and civilian” (Bonnin, 1997: 29),
articulating the composite nature of the anti-apartheid struggle, which produced multiple

protagonists, many of whom were women and young people.

What is examined below are the forms of resistance that residents in the rural country
side used to contest apartheid and the methods, such as banishment, that the state used to silence
activists in the countryside. It is shown that Poqo, the PAC’s armed wing, found most of its

support in rural areas.

2.2.2 Poqo and revolts in the countryside
Wena Matanzima, usisigebengu uthengisa ngabantwana base Afrika...
ubulala abantwana base Transkei” [You, Matanzima, are a criminal. You
are selling out the children of Africa... you are killing the children of

Transkei]

(Mayibuye Choir, n.d.)

In his book about banishment under apartheid, Saleem Badat (2012) correctly notes that the

archive on the anti-apartheid struggle tends to be centered on the violence in the urban setting
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organisation in contrast to the multiracial dimension of the Congress alliance” (Lodge, 1983:
241). In his book that details the history of the PAC, Kwandiwe Kondlo (2009) argues that Poqo
was formed “on the idea that the armed struggle was a necessity in order to mobilise the rural
poor who the PAC regarded as the peasantry, into a conscious political force which could not
only overthrow the government but also seize and mold the country’s political economy to meet
their own ends” (p. 237). He argues that the military objectives of the PAC differed from those
of the ANC, where the “armed struggle was a tactical bargaining stance and was thrust upon the
organisation, [a] political solution remained the preferred route”; whereas for the PAC, “the
armed struggle was an indispensable condition for liberation”, because the “PAC believed that

they could not achieve objectives without war” (p. 237- 238).

According to Lodge (1983: 241), Poqo’s PAC was “considerably more violent and
involved rather greater numbers” than did MK’s sabotage campaign. Poqo relied on strategies
that were defined as “indigenous methods of fighting” (Lodge, 1983: 241). Kondlo (2009) cites
an address by the PAC’s Administrative Secretary, Joe Mkhwanazi, addressing the International
Conference on Peace and Security in Southern Africa in Arusha, Tanzania in 1985, where he
Mkhwanazi traces the decision about the armed struggle and the weapons that the PAC chose to

use. Mkhwanazi noted that

in 1961, the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania took up the thread of armed
struggle left behind by our great forebears. We took the decision to challenge the
regime militarily. Necessity dictated that we should start with what we could
afford. Thus emerged a weapon known as the panga. The nearest meaning
attached to it by white liberals is that it is a butcher’s knife. But it is not (p. 233,

emphasis added).

Kondlo (2009) also cites another PAC member, who noted that “Poqo warriors, we
decided to fight the Boers because we inherited the fight from our ancestors” (p. 233). The most
notable support for Poqo was in the Western Cape, from male migrants from the Eastern Cape.
This contributed to a large PAC/Poqo following in the Eastern Cape. Lodge categorises
PAC/Poqo violence during 1962-3 as targeted to different actors, which included the “defensive
murders of suspected informers and policemen in Langa and Paarl”, targeted killing of white

people, as well as assassination attempts “mounted on the lives of Transkeian chiefs and their
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supporters”, and failed attempts at a general uprising in places such as Paarl, King Williamstown
and East London, until most of the party leadership was either arrested or escaped the country to

operate in exile.

Kondlo (2009) makes an interesting comparison between Poqo and the Mau Mau
movement in Kenya, which occurred in 1952, nine years before the formation of Poqo. He notes
that even though it is not clear whether Poqo consciously drew from the Mau Mau experience,
“the two movements shared common aspects with respect to organisation and strategy” (p. 238).

For Kondlo (2009), when it came to the Mau Mau and Poqo:

[b]oth movements operated underground and drew their support from the rural
areas... Members of both movements were bound by an oath of secrecy and their

targets were similar, i.e. black collaborators, the police, as well as white civilians

(p. 238).

Included among the women interviewed for this research, are women who participated in
Poqo campaigns to take back the land in Jixeni village of Mqanduli in the former Transkei, in
1963. The next section examines the ways in which the liberation movements mobilised outside
of South Africa to attack from outside and to galvanise the international community to sanction
and make the apartheid regime a pariah state. It also demonstrates how the state pushed back the
challenge of its power through overt and covert cross-border attacks that proliferated throughout

Southern Africa and beyond.

2.2.3 The international front

2.2.3.1 The liberation movements
In terms of policy, the ANC defined its battle against the apartheid state in terms of “four pillars”
at the 1969 consultative conference in Morogoro, Tanzania. These four pillars constituted: mass
mobilisation; the establishment of underground structures; the armed struggle; and the
mobilisation of the international community to support the struggle of the South African people

and to isolate the apartheid state.
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According to Barrell (1991: 69), the ANC and its ally, the SACP “were influenced by a
number of revolutionary struggles — among those in Algeria, China, Greece, Vietnam and
Yugoslavia. But none seems to have been quite as influential as the Cuban revolution.” The
founding document of MK reports that a “general uprising leading to direct military struggles”
against the South African “white state” was “unlikely”. Instead, the founders of MK noted that
“rather, as in Cuba, the general uprising must be sparked off by organized [sic] and well prepared
guerilla operations during the course of which the masses of the people will be drawn and

armed” (Operation Mayibuye, 11 July 1963).

For Legassick (2002:12), it was both Cuba and Algeria who were “the model[s] for
armed struggle in Southern Africa”. Algeria was so because the success of the FLN at the time,
“was the only African example of guerilla movement that had won independence” and led to the
acceleration of the independence of French colonised countries in Africa (Legassick, 2002: 12).
Legassick (2002) argues that the taking up of armed struggle in South Africa was followed by
similar decisions by the FNLA and MPLA in Angola (1962-63), by SWAPO in 1962, by
FRELIMO in Mozambique (1963—-64), and by Zimbabwe African People’s Union and
Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) in 1964. Thus, this “southward thrust of
decolonization [sic] through West and East Africa, and to Zambia and Malawi had reached its
limits by the means of non-violent mass struggle” (Legassick, 2002: 11). Hence, Legassick

insists that

by 1967, it was possible to describe a guerilla front across Southern Africa from
the Indian Ocean to the Atlanti... the ‘Unholy Alliance’ of [Ian] Smith, [John]
Vorster and [Antonio] Salazar...has been forced to draw its battle-lines roughly
along the Zambezi: the whole of Southern Africa has now become a single

theatre of struggle (Legassick, 2002: 11).

The first operation from outside South Africa by MK was a formal military alliance with
Joshua Nkomo’s Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU) under their guerilla army,
Zimbabwe People's Revolutionary Army (ZIPRA), which culminated into the Wankie and
Sipolilo campaigns of 1967-68 (Cherry, 2011). The objective of the campaigns was “to create a
passage through Rhodesia into South Africa by fighting with ZIPRA against combined
(Edlmann, 2014) Rhodesian and South African forces” (Cherry, 2011:37). As Cherry (2011)
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notes of this, due to the high number of casualties and combatants who were captured by
Rhodesian forces, it became clear that infiltrating combatants into South Africa was going to be
very difficult. In the 1970s, one of the modes of infiltration adopted by MK was to establish
“forward areas” in Swaziland, Lesotho, along South African borders from which “MK units
entered the country, setting up underground networks and laying the basis for military operations
(Cherry, 2011: 49). The likes of Thabo Mbeki and Jacob Zuma were placed in the Swaziland

“forward area”.

2.2.3.2 “The forward areas” and the underground
Thula Simpson (2009:105) notes that “Swaziland and Mozambique were part of what the ANC
described as the ‘Eastern Front’ of the liberation struggle”. According to Simpson (2009), the
Eastern Front extended into South Africa, including areas such as KwaZulu-Natal, present-day
Gauteng, Limpopo and Mpumalanga. Within the ANC, Maputo was given the code name
“Harbour”, while Swaziland was coded the “Bay”, and South Africa the “Ocean” (Simpson,
2009: 105). In terms of the distribution of responsibilities, Simpson notes that Maputo “served as
the Eastern Front’s planning centre for operations. These Mozambique-based units in turn
established sub-units in Swaziland to implement policy” (Simpson, 2009: 105). The sub-units in
Swaziland were responsible for overseeing political and military work in rural and urban areas in

Natal and eastern Transvaal (Simpson, 2009).

Barry Gilder, who served in the ANC’s underground unit in Botswana and was a member

of the party’s Regional Political Military Committee (RPMC) there, notes that

[e]ach of the forward areas had responsibility for sectors of the country at home,
although this was relatively elastic. Botswana had responsibility for the western
half of the country, including Western Transvaal, Northern Cape, Orange Free
State, and Western Cape. We all shared responsibility for the urban
conglomeration that was then called PWV — Johannesburg, Pretoria and the

many towns and townships that surrounded them (Gilder, 2012: 169-170).

Timothy Gibbs (2011) examines the kinship networks in the Transkei that Chris Hani
exploited while heading the MK underground unit from Lesotho, which entered the country

through the Transkei. The forward area of Lesotho was responsible for attacks in the Cape
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forces. For women in the Euro-American sphere, access to combat has been read as claiming
equal citizenship with men, first and foremost. For women in the Global South, their claim to
combat has often prioritised national self-determination for the colonised people, as well as
claiming equal rights to bear arms with male counterparts. Nationalism, in anti-colonial struggles
and in the aftermath, has been argued to have contributed to the continued construction of
women’s identity as that of “bearers of the nation” who are “denied any direct relation to
national agency”, which constrains the extent to which they can make claims as citizens to the
state (McClintock, 1993: 63). The perception that women in the Global South have prioritised
aims of nationalism than those of achieving gender equality, has led to bitter and complex
contestations between feminists across the Global South and North. I want to argue here that
these conceptual tensions have shaped the ways in which women’s roles in guerilla warfare are

understood.

Alison (2003) writes about the involvement of women as combatants in the Sri Lankan
organisation Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ealam (LTTE), arguing that the LTTE women she
interviewed “referred to ideas of freedom for the Tamil nation, self-determination, land and
rights of Tamils as part of or as the main reason for them joining the movement” (Alison, 2003:
39-40). She argues that Western dominated feminist discourse needs to take seriously that
women involved in nationalist struggles make visible the reality that a “commitment to the
perceived needs of one’s perceived nation or ethnic group is viewed as just as important, or more
so, than one’s needs ‘as a woman’” (Alison, 2003: 52). Pointedly, Alison (2003) goes on to argue
that “nationalist sentiment” that underscores the ideological foundation for women to join

guerilla war should be seen as

A sort of meta-reason for enlisting; [because] beneath this ideological
motivation there also more specific, more personal factors operating. One such
factor, intertwined with nationalist ideology, is the communal perception of
suffering, oppression and injustice. Sometimes this is related to personal
experience; in other cases it has been received as part of the Tamil narrative of
oppression and suffering, made tangible by witnessing the experience of friends

and neighbor [sic] (2003: 40).
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In the case of women’s participation in the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) for
independence from Ethiopia, Bernal (2000) points out the EPLF “advocated for gender equality
and regarded the advancement of women in its own ranks and in the liberated areas of the
country as a significant achievement”, where the third of the party members is composed
women, who participated with men in all capacities except the top ranks of leadership (Bernal,
2000: 61). Unlike many nationalist movements, the EPLF is seen to have been “extremely
successful in mobilizing [sic] women politically for the nationalist cause”, emblematic in the
movement’s image of the woman fighter with the gun and the baby on her back (Berdal, 2000:
66).

Bernal, however, critiques the EPLF for interpreting gender equality as the erasure of the
social constructed notions of femininity, which was contingent on women “being able to behave
as if they were men”, particularly while “there was no comparable erasure of masculinity”
(Bernal, 2000: 67). Similarly, with the regards to women combatants in the Fueraz Armadas
Revolucionarios Colombianos — Ejercito del Pueblo (FARC-EP) in Colombia, for women to
succeed in senior commanding positions, they had to “out-perform men to be taken seriously”
(Herrera and Porch, 2008: 618).

In her work on the representation of Palestinian female self-martys (shahidas), Caron
Gentry (2009) shows that they are often represented as “driven to kill themselves and others
because their dreams for marriage and children have been destroyed” and “very little mention is
made of the women’s political reasoning — instead their actions tend to be defined by their
expected gender role as mother” (p. 232). Gentry (2009) defines this as a “twisted” use of
maternalism that is imposed on women’s actions that use violence to deal with their supposed
failure to achieve socially accepted roles as mothers, even though “in martyrdom videos, in
interviews with the media or in statements by families, women who trained to become shahidas
have political reasons that do not highlight any maternalist dissapointments or humiliations” (p.
247 emphasis original).

In the case of Nicaragua, Molyneaux argues that this imagery of the armed mother, which
is related to, and in opposition to the dominant image of the “moral mother’, is symbolic of the
“combative motherhood” of the female guerilla fighter (Pettman, 1996: 133). Enloe (1983) has

stated that the representation of the female guerilla in ways that demonstrate her willingness to
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die for the nation, while also evoking her role as a mother, points to the precarious role of the
female guerilla in the aftermath of the war. More explicitly, Enloe says that it is not a
coincidence that the female guerilla is presented within the frame of motherhood, even as she
carries her rifle, because in the aftermath, it is expected that “as soon as the ‘war is over’ [that]
the woman in the picture will put down the rifle and keep the baby” (Enloe, 1983: 165). She
asks, “where is the picture of the male guerilla holding the rifle and the baby?” (p. 170). In this
regard, Enloe (1983) argues that “women’s efforts to make the liberation war itself a site of
rudimentary change in relations between women and men will be aided or undermined by the
structural transformations that occur during the liberation war itself” (p. 170). Accordingly,
despite the vast numbers of women participating in the liberation struggle, “‘peace’ often seems
to see enormous pressure on those women to return ‘home’” (Pettman, 1996: 137).

Overall, the literature shows that the masculinist character of national liberation
movements has contributed to the invisibility of female ex-combatants in the aftermath of war.
Meintjies, Pillay and Turshen (2001) argue that this is because “gender roles brought about by
the upheaval attendant on conflict are dramatic, but that the impulse to women’s social
transformation and autonomy is circumscribed by the nationalist project, which constructs

29

women as purveyors of community’s accepted and acceptable cultural identity” and therefore
“the return to peace is invariably conceptualized [sic] as a return to the gender status quo,
irrespective of the nontraditional roles assumed by women during conflict” (p. 9).

Below, I argue that the South African case is also illustrative of the bitter contestations
between nationalist objectives and feminist orientations — with South African women seen as
playing a predominately maternal role within national liberation movements. Even though the
literature gestures towards capturing the varied roles of women in wartime, it continues to place
emphasis on the narratives of the trained guerilla, where women are judged on their ability to
compete in the domain of combat with their male counterparts, in both conventional and
unconventional war. It is argued that the danger with this emphasis is that it risks obscuring the
ways in which most women participated in armed struggles, particularly in the ways that were
central to the specific conditions of guerilla combat (which require different skills to those of
“orthodox” combat).

It is suggested here that a feminist framework, although not uncomplicated, is useful for

analysing the South African case of women’s roles in the armed struggle, because it allows for
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national liberation, but as a goal on its own (McClintock, 1993: 75-76). Shireen Hassim argues

that although the ANC Women’s League claimed its autonomy from the main body:

The place of the league was clear within the nationalist movement. The
Congress was a political family and it replicated the hierarchical form of a
patriarchal institution, with the exclusively male National Executive Committee
acting as the paternal head of the movement, the Women’s League playing the
lesser, maternal role and the Youth League treated as a space of radical
militancy needing the guidance of the parents. Women’s political roles were to
be defined through the mode of maternalism, acting on behalf of their husbands

and children (Hassim, 2014: 29).

There has been a long and contested debate within South African feminist discourse
regarding the participation of women in the anti-apartheid struggle in the capacity of
motherhood. Like Hassim, scholars such as Wells (1991) and Walker (1995) have argued that
women did not participate as autonomous citizens in the national liberation movements, but did
so under this guise. The source of contention in this debate lies in ascertaining whether the
maternal role that women occupied in the liberation movement had transformative feminist ends.
One of the oft-cited interventions on the tensions between motherism and transformative feminist
discourse is the work of historian Julia Wells. In Maternal Politics in organising black South
African women: The historical lessons (1991), Wells analyses the resistance of black women to
pass laws in May 1913 in Bloemfontein, which led to scores of women arrested, and the 9
August March of 1956 by the Federation of South African Women (FEDSAW), as examples of
“motherist” movements where women “are not fighting for their own personal rights as women
but [rather] for custodial rights as mothers” (p. 253). Wells notes with regards to motherist

movements that they:

(1) ...arise in situations in which women perceive their roles as mothers — ensure
on the survival of their children — to be threatened by socially illegitimate force,

often government actions.

(2) They bring women into the public sphere in a way which is highly unusual

for the particular place and time; conventional roles as homemakers are
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representations suggest a more nuanced political role for women. They depict
women as mothers, who are concurrently active participants in a revolutionary
struggle, and who are concerned not only with the welfare of their children, but

also with widespread social change.

Gasa (2007: 214) also argues that the reduction of black women’s activism to maternal
politics creates a “Berlin Wall between blackness and liberation struggle on the one hand and
feminism on the other”, binaries that are “completely unnecessary and do not make sense of
black women’s experiences”. More poignantly, Gasa (2007: 214) challenges Wells, Walker and
Hassim by asking

“Iw]hy is the defence of the family seen as deeply conservative? Is this taking
the context into account? Young children of school-going age, who were
harassed and raided for resident permits, were these women’s children. How

does feminism clash with the protection of one’s children? Does it have to?”

In her work on women and the TRC process, Fiona Ross (2003) points out how the
women who came to testify about gross violations of human rights often testified about violence
against their husbands and children, instead of the violence that happened to them personally.
Showing how women articulated the effect of the violence within the intimacy of their homes,

she notes how

[m]any women testified about their losses using metaphors drawn from their
domestic roles. It seems that women used domesticity, a space over which
women usually have more control than other spheres, to map the interpolations

of violence in their lives (Ross, 2003: 42).

Patricia Hill-Collins (2000) argues similarly that “this type of thinking sets up a hierarchy
of feminisms” by assigning the political work of black women “a secondary status, and fails to
recognize [sic] motherhood as a symbol of power. Instead, the activist mothering associated with
Black women’s community work becomes portrayed as a ‘politically immature’ vehicle claimed
by women who fail to develop a so-called radical analysis of the family as the site of oppression
similar to that advanced within Western feminism” (p. 209). As Oyewumi (2002) also argues, for

women in the Global South, feminist discussions “have focused on the necessity of paying

73



attention to imperialism, colonization [sic], and other local and global forms of stratification,
which lend weight to the assertion that gender cannot be abstracted from the social context and

systems of hierarchy” (p. 1-2).

The debates on maternal politics and feminism need to be understood within a broader
debates on women and peace, particularly the argument that is forwarded by Sara Ruddick in her
text, Maternal Thinking: Towards a Politics of Peace (1989). At the core of Ruddick’s claims is

(13

that mothering, which is “work” done by both men and women, is a commitment to non-
violence. Ruddick (1989) argues that states can learn key lessons on strategies of non-violence
by taking seriously “maternal practice” as serious political work. Thus, although the conduct
maternal work is structured by differences in geography, race, ethnicity, class, culture and sexual
orientation, all maternal work is committed to the “preservation of life, nurturing and social
training”, which fundamentally rely on a commitment to non-violence. Writing elsewhere about
the use of motherhood by the women who supported the counter-revolutionary forces known as
the Contras in Nicaragua in 1980, Cupples (2006: 86) argues that in contexts of revolution and
counter-revolution, that women are forced to “negotiate both gender and political identities”
which complicates “the notion of female subjectivity”, which should be seen as at best “fluid,
partial, and always in process”. Cupples (2006: 96) concludes that the “political manipulation of
motherhood in Nicaragua means that gender and political identities are mutually constituted and
cannot be easily be separated”. Writing about the hunger strikes and protests of Kikuyu women
whose sons were imprisoned under Daniel Arap Moi’s Kenyan African National Union, Tibbetts
(1994: 45) argues “the Mamas expressed concerns in the language of loving and caring
relationships and articulate concrete demands, but the mothers also made rights-oriented

arguments and exhibited concern for abstract principles such as justice and freedom”.

2.5.2 Women and the multiple battlefronts
Men are not born, but made fighters, and women can perform, but not own

fighter status.

(Weber, 2011: 363)
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When MK was formed in 1961, there was no representation of women in the MK High
Command. Lodge (1983: 233) notes that Mandela’s testimony during the Rivonia Trial
“suggested that the founding of this organisation [MK] was the work of ANC men alone”. This
occurred in a context where there is evidence that women were involved in the early sabotage
campaigns by MK inside the country, even if they were not officially informed that they were
participating in MK activity. One of the participants in this study, for example, worked closely
with Govan Mbeki and Raymond Mhlaba as a courier in Port Elizabeth in 1961, and thus, while

not directly in “combat”, still played a critical role in the daily operation of MK activity.

Cock’s study of women in MK and SADF, Colonels and Cadres: war and gender in
South Africa (1991) remains the only work entirely focused on women’s formal participation in
statutory and non-statutory forces. It examines the experiences of women in MK camps outside
South Africa, in comparison to those of white women who were soldiers in the SADF. The
numbers of women in MK in exile changed throughout the different periods, peaking in the
1980s, and yet not much is written about women’s presence in the 1960s and their role in the
first campaigns from outside South Africa (specifically in the Wankie and Sipolilo campaigns).
The numbers of women increased after the 1976 student uprisings in Soweto, where by 1991,

women are said to have constituted 20% of MK membership (Cock, 1991; Hassim, 2014).

Cock’s study (1991) reveals that women were under-represented in positions of
leadership and authority in MK. James Ngculu (2009) also argues that “the ANC was patriarchal
in its outlook and approach” (p. 149). This under-representation of women was also visible in
ANC leadership structures more broadly. This can be seen where “until 1991 there were only
three women on the National Executive Committee and only one woman in a formally
acknowledged leadership position within MK - the head of communications, Jacqueline Molefe,
appointed in 1983 when her husband, Joe Modise became commander of the new MK
headquarters” (Cock, 1991). Comparing MK to white women’s roles in the SADF, Cock argued
that “most of the women in the SADF are confined to subordinate positions which reflect the
sexual division of labour in the wider society. They are involved in telecommunications and
signals, logistic, finance, administration, cartography, medical and welfare work, and
instructional activity.” This is while women in MK were mostly deployed in intelligence,

communications, transport, medical services and logistics. She points out that both women in the
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SADF and MK were excluded from “direct combat”, although women in MK emphasised the
fact that they received the same military training as their male counterparts, while the women in
SADF received training separately from the men. With that said, Cock (1991) also acknowledges
that the notion of “combat” is problematic in a context of guerilla warfare, because “the

boundaries between “front” and “rear” cannot be sharply demarcated.”

Suttner (2003), too, has argued against this emphasis on women’s exclusion from “direct
combat”. He argues that “it is important that we do not fetishise a narrow conception of combat
as meaning direct physical fighting” (Suttner, 2007: 243). In the publically available transcript of
his interview with Totsie Memela-Khambule, who was responsible for infiltrating top ANC/MK
leadership inside South Africa, such as Maharaj and Nyanda, this work is often not seen as
critical part of warfare. Suttner uses Memela-Khambule’s reconnaissance work to argue that
“everything that is part of achieving a military goal is part of a military action” (Suttner, 2003).
In the chapter on Women in the ANC-led underground (2007), Suttner argues that

Totsie Memela’s work in reconnaissance, which may be the type of activity
described as less ‘glorious’, appears to have been just as dangerous as the actual
infiltration of the Vula group for which she prepared, having to ensure that every
point at which they entered, every place where they would stay, was safe. In so
doing, she tested the danger or otherwise of the various elements of the

enterprise before the entered (p. 244).

Hassim (2014: 62) also notes that women in MK challenged MK leadership to send more
women for underground activities by arguing that “it has been proven that the chances of
survival in the underground for women are greater than for men.” Cock (1991) provides a
compelling example of this by pointing to how Thandi Modise was called the “knitting needles
guerilla”, because while she was operating underground “reconnoitering potential military

targets, she tried to look as ordinary as possible” (p. 151).

While Cock’s (1991) study makes an important contribution, it does have its limitations
that risks obscuring women’s contributions. There is a continuous tension in Cock’s (1991)
argument about whether women’s contribution in MK should be seen as direct or indirect

combat. While she recognises women’s role as couriers, surveillance and reconnaissance, she
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labels this work as women contributing “indirectly” to combat (p. 165). While in the very same
page, she then argues that “if ‘combat’ is redefined to mean direct exposure to danger, then the
acts of arson and sabotage performed by women MK cadres are part of ‘combat’ (p. 165).
Ngculu’s (2009) chapter on women in the ANC and MK in his memoir also demonstrates a
tension with how to define women’s combat contributions. While Ngculu (2009) praises women
MK members for “being especially courageous” for enduring the difficulties of camp life, being
subjected to the same training as their male counterparts who often patronised women
combatants, he nevertheless puts into question women’s combat activities. He argues that few
women were deployed in the front, like Modise, while others transferred weapons, ammunition
and explosives. Although he acknowledges that many women were deployed as couriers and
assisted in safe houses across the region, Ngculu (2009), like Cock (1991), does not qualify these
roles as forming part of combat. I argue that this indecision over how to position women’s
combat roles in the context of guerilla war contributes to the obscuring of women’s
contributions. While it is clear that Cock (1991) and Ngculu (2009) aim to disrupt the dominant
rigid definition of combat and battlefront, they nevertheless fall into the same trap, as they
demand that women combatants perform battle tasks that hardly resemble the realities of the war

being fought.

Kongko Makau’s (2009) dissertation on the experiences of ten MK women, meanwhile
argues that “most of the people who joined MK were young, either attending secondary school or
university, whose ages fell between 14 and 22 years. Only a few women over the age of 25
joined MK” (p. 30). He argues that someone like Thenjiwe Mthintso, who joined MK at the age
of 29, “was older than the average entrant when she joined in 1979 (p. 30). Ngculu (2009)
argues in similar vein that most of the women who were part of the 1976 Detachment that he was
a member of “were women in their late teens or early twenties” (p. 148). Makau (2009) notes
that most of these young women were members of student organisations, such as South African
Students Congress (SASCO), Azanian Students Organisation (AZASO), Azanian Student
Convention (AZASCO), and COSAS; and that the heightened state behaviour after 1976
prompted them to risk their lives “by crossing into Angola, to receive military training, and then
return to South Africa to fight fire with fire” (p. 9). The discussion on “guerilla girls” in Chapter
Five, builds on the importance of age and space in understanding women’s participation in MK.

It takes the empirical realities of MK seriously in arguing that it was young women of girlhood
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age who participated as trained guerillas, while the majority of older and younger women inside

the country did so without formal training.

In terms of the culture within MK, Hassim (2014: 58) argues that the presence of women
“acted as a destabilizing [sic] factor in the most masculine of the ANC substructures”. Hassim
further argues that the presence of women in the armed wing of the party “shaped the ways in
which they responded to other more conservative forces within the ANC” (p. 58). Cock also
argued that the participation of women in military training, which led to a “breakdown of normal
male-female roles encouraged many women to discover new capacities within themselves”,
resulting in the image of the female MK guerilla becoming “a popular mass image of the strong,
liberated woman” (cited in Hassim, 2014: 59). Ngculu (2009) argues that the generation of
women in MK who joined in the late 1980s helped to “revolutionalise the ANC and put the issue
of gender on the agenda” (p. 149). Mentioning the names of women such as Thenjiwe Mthintso,
Zou Kota, Nosiviwe Mapisa [Ngakula] and Miranda Ngculu, he argues that their previous roles
in the Black Consciousness Movement and the Mass Democratic Movement inside the country
meant that these women “accustomed to being vocal and assertive” (p. 149).

At the same time, there have been efforts to document the different risks that men and
women experienced due to their gender, such as the sexual violence often at the hands of male
superiors in the military camps, as well as the sexual violence that women faced at the hands of
the South African police (Cock, 1991; Suttner, 2008; Van der Merwe, 2009). Even prominent
women like Thandi Modise, Thenjiwe Mthintso and Mavis Nhlapho, have spoken out about the
persistent sexual harassment in ANC camps in Angola, where men went unpunished by MK
leadership for harassing women (Modise and Curnow, 2000: 39; Hassim, 2014). Other issues
included the sterilisation of women headed off to “combat” training, while there were no similar
attempts to manage male fertility. The women who became pregnant were removed from the
camps in Angola to Tanzania. Ngculu (2009) also observes that the removal of pregnant women
from camps “was generally viewed as a form of punishment for getting pregnant” (p. 152). MK
women protested that during pregnancies “women were left with the responsibility to look after
children, while male cadres either got on with their revolutionary work free of obligations, or
became involved with new partners and had other children” (Hassim, 2014: 45; Ngculu, 2009).
In cases of women who chose to abort their pregnancies, Ngculu (2009) notes that these women

were “seen to have committed a punishable offence” (p. 152). This can be observed even in the
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post-apartheid context, where similarly, Tsampiras (2012) argues that while the ANC more
broadly was concerned with managing unplanned pregnancies and the spread of HIV/AIDS in
exile, she argues that “while the physical results of womyn’s sexual practices in terms of
pregnancy often required the ANC to address the consequences of those sexual practices directly,
there is little evidence to suggest that men’s sexual practices were similarly addressed” (p. 656).
Cherry’s paper on the role of women in the 1980s township uprising in the Eastern Cape
unpacks the gender dynamics of the work of internal civic movements under the UDF as well as
the role of the SDUs that are noted above. Cherry (2007) contends that “in the mid-1980s, the
mass movement came increasingly into a violent confrontation with the apartheid state [in] what
came to be described as the ‘township uprising’ [that] engulfed black communities in the period
from 1984 to 1989” (p. 262). Cherry (2007: 262) states that in the vast literature on the “uprising’
of the mid-1980s, “there is scarcely a word written about the role played by women in this
decisive period of struggle”. Instead, gender-blind categories as ‘the people’, ‘youth’,
‘community’, ‘residents’ and ‘masses’ are used. When the gender dynamics of the time are made
visible, it becomes clear that it is young males in the townships who are perceived as having
taken “control of public space, while women were expected to provide shelter and guard their
private space. Representations in writing, film and photography of the ‘young lions’ almost
always portrays the aggressive and macho young men confronting the state” (Cherry, 2007: 291).
Bonnin (2000: 309) further argues that in this period, “the street became reconstructed as a site
of masculine power”. The image of this male youth is often juxtaposed with that of the older
women whose role was to cook, provide safe houses, organise funerals, visit detained youth in

jail bringing food and clothing, and so forth. As Bonnin (2000: 309) argues:

Women, in turn, extended their role of mother to incorporate these boys: a role
extension that had two implications. First, ‘mother’ became socially rather than
biologically defined, since, in situations of conflict, any boy became the son of
any woman. Second, mothering happened across different sites, the street as well
as domestic space. Mothering would include feeding and caring for the youth,
accosting police who might be harassing them in the street, hunting for them at
the police stations, supporting them in court appearances and finally, if the worst

happened, burying them.
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While older women did play this role under organisations such as the PEWO, which was
part of the PEBCO, little mention has been made about the role of young women at this time
beyond also caring for the male youth as “little sisters” (Bonnin, 2000: 309).

Cherry (2007) notes that the role of young women who were members of the COSAS and
PEYCO played a crucial in bridging the gap between parents and the youth. As Seekings (1991:
81) argues, “younger women were motivated to join student and or youth organizations [sic]
because of their specific concerns and experiences” such as conditions in school, while “these
organizations [sic] did not have the same attraction to slightly older women who had left school”.
Yet, beyond these specific needs, young women also laboured hard to bridge the gap between the
young and old. They “would try to convince the ‘mothers’ about the importance of school
boycotts, trying to explain the need for political organisation and resistance, and support for their
children in the pursuance of political objectives” (Cherry, 2007: 285). With regards to increased
state violence in the township from 1984 onwards, Cherry (2007: 300) argues that women are

represented either as:

...the passive or innocent victims of male violence, or defenders of home
and children. The reality of women’s experiences was more complex and
varied than this, however. While it can be said that the response of the
older township women to the escalating violence was primarily
defensive...young women were in certain situations able to play the roles
normally assigned only to men — of aggressors or combatants. In addition,
there were strategies adopted which blurred the line between offensive and
defensive action, and introduced women to leadership roles as the conflict

escalated.

The informal structures known as the amabutho in the Eastern Cape “played the role both
of confronting security forces and coercing residents in support of campaigns.” Additionally, as
Cherry (2007: 308) notes amabutho were also known for taking “brutal action against those
deemed to be spies or collaborators” with the apartheid government. It is true however that fewer

women than men participated in amabutho violence, “those few who did participate, adopted the
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male identity of young warriors. They were teenage girls, often high school students and COSAS
members, and they had not yet begun to identify themselves as ‘mothers’ or in a nurturing or
supportive role. Instead, they saw themselves as combatants, and were willing to adopt masculine
identities and images to play an active role in the unfolding struggle” (Cherry, 2007: 308
emphasis added). As Seekings (1991: 87) argues, “gender ideologies are highly contingent and
fluid, and different roles for men and women will be sanctioned as political and social context
changes”, because for Seekings (1991: 87), women participated “along different, more gendered
structured lines. .. at different points of these processes”. The introduction of the category of “in-
betweeners” in Chapter Five shines light into the actions and motivations of young women,
many of them of girlhood age, who, unlike the guerilla girls, remained in the townships during
the height of the call to make the country ungovernable.

As the findings of this thesis will show, the ways in which women participated in the
struggle for national liberation, both violent and non-violent, were shaped by the different
periods of struggle, and their physical location, whether inside and outside South Africa, which
determined their ability to attain formal military training. It is argued that physical location,

period of struggle and age, affected the choice of activism available to women.

2.6 Conclusion

The aim of the chapter was to show that the anti-apartheid struggle was waged along many fronts
in the whole of Southern Africa and beyond. The chapter challenges the conventional framing of
the armed struggle by demonstrating that the war against apartheid war produced unconventional
combatants, who found themselves at the center of apartheid terror. Women, as combatants,
fought the apartheid state from various spaces, but mostly from the community, home, schools,
churches, prisons, work places and many others across the urban and rural spaces inside the
country and across Southern Africa, where the violence was mostly felt and resisted. The chapter
demonstrates that the subject of the trained, transnational female guerilla does not fully
encapsulate the complex ways in which women were in fact thrust into and ensconced in combat.
By locating the women in these different spaces, it may be possible to examine whether the
state’s present commitment to supporting those who participated in combat, pays attention to the
unconventional nature of the apartheid battlefront, in which what was at stake for these women

might receive due attention. The discussion demonstrates that it is not only women’s contribution
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to fight for national liberation that is at stake in this new veterans framework, but rather, as
shown Chapter Three, that there is a misrecognition of many others who risked their lives to

fight back against apartheid violence in ways that may today not be recognised as legitimate.
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Skocpol (1992: 142) argues that it is important to recognise that the “U.S Civil War
pensions (and other forms of public help for veterans and dependants) were not conceptualised in
socioeconomic terms at all”, instead, “they were understood in political and moral terms”. By
this, Skocpol (1992: 149) posits that state assistance of veterans saw the Civil War pension as
“justly due to the righteous core of a generation of men (and survivors of dead men) — a group
that ought to be generously and constantly repaid by the nation for their sacrifices”. This
sentiment was reflected in the declaration by the Speaker of the House, Sam Rayburn, in
September 1943, referring to World War 1I returning soldiers: “we are going to have to do
something for these soldier boys when they come back... They’re fighting this war for us, and
we’re not going to put them on the street corners selling apples when they get back here”
(Young, 2012: 199).

World War I presented the greatest challenge to the state’s ability to offer public goods to
returning veterans as “the demobilisation of some four million American soldiers at the end of
World War I occurred simultaneously with widespread social unrest, rising unemployment, and
economic hardship characterised by frequent labor strikes”, amongst others (Ford, 2012: 119).
Theodore Roosevelt, speaking to the vast challenges of assisting soldiers transition into civilian
life after the First World War, noted that the difference at that time was that “after the Civil War
we still had a frontier. We absorbed a great many of the restless people of the frontier. We have
no frontier now” (Ford, 2012: 122). According to Ford (2012), for the returning WWI soldiers,
the US War Department played a crucial role in the drafting of reemployment strategies for
returning soldiers, which included specialised employment services, creative publicity
campaigns, citation awards, and public works projects. In order to propel the resettlement of
returning soldiers forward, the War Department went to great lengths to encourage businesses to
“put fighting blood” in their business by employing returning soldiers. Media campaigns painted
soldiers as more disciplined than “civilian” employees. As a reward, “patriotic” employers who
“took back former workers seeking reemployment after being discharged from the military

received a ‘“War and Navy Department Citation”” (Ford, 2012: 132).

Another central motivation to assist returning soldiers included the fear of Bolshevism, in
which state-assisted integration was seen as “the key to locking out radicalism” (Ford, 2012:
125). As the chapter will demonstrate, beyond the “moral” reason for the state assistance of

veterans for their perceived sacrifice, a key motivation for states to support veterans is connected
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to a fear that returning soldiers may pose a security threat to the state, should they find
themselves marginalinised economically and otherwise. Ford (2012: 125) quotes a US General
who defined returning soldiers as “potential reds”, because many of them “sick, physically and
mentally, and waiting with nothing to do and finding on every hand radical orators only too
willing to sow seeds of discontentment”. In this regard, state support for former soldiers, the
General noted further, meant “industrial peace to our country” (Ford, 2012: 131). The view was
that “former soldiers — low in rank, poorly educated, and accustomed to obeying orders — some
argued, had lost the capacity to think for themselves” (Gerber, 1994: 547). Putting pressure for
support for WWII veterans, Eleanor Roosevelt warned that marginalised veterans represented a
potential “dangerous pressure in our midst” (cited in Elder, 1987: 460). Writing about the
civilian integration of disabled veterans after WWII, Gerber (1994: 546) argues similarly that

there is a “divided consciousness” in the public perception of veterans:

on the one hand, the veteran’s heroism and sacrifices are celebrated and
memorialised and debts of gratitude, both symbolic and material, are paid to
him. On the other hand, the veteran also inspires anxiety and fear and is seen as
a threat to social order and political stability. The second, less officially
acknowledged response is based on a plausible, though greatly exaggerated
projection: remove young men from the restraining influences of educational
institutions, employment, and family; provide them with advanced weapons
training, and send them off on a violent adventure; expose their minds and
bodies to horrific injuries; and then attempt to return them speedily to the life
they had previously known, and you have a prescription for individual and social

chaos.

It is the perception that that “a significant portion of the early Nazi cohort” was formed
by “bitter, unreflective men”, who fought for Germany in WWI (Gerber, 1994: 547). Bessell
(1988: 29) contests this claim about the German ex-soldiers, arguing that employers in Germany
“made great efforts to comply with demobilisation decrees stipulating that ex-soldiers be offered
their old jobs back. And it appears that most of the returning veterans were able to find work

rather quickly”.
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The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (informally known as the G.I. Bill),
represents the most extensive state policy in US veteran policy history. The G.1. Bill was directed
towards the needs of returning sixteen million veterans from World War II and their dependants.
The Bill’s definition of a veteran was a “person who served in the active military, naval, or air
services, and who was discharged or released therefore under conditions other than dishonorable
[sic]” (Moulta-Ali, 2014: 2). It is also important to note that in the US, the veteran “does not
have to have served in an actual combat zone, but during the specified periods of war serving
ninety consecutive days, of which one day occurred during a period designated as war time”
(Moulta-Ali, 2014: 2). Amongst the varied benefits for veterans, the G.I. Bill covered education
benefits which included full tuition and living expenses, low-cost mortgages, loans to start
businesses, and one-year unemployment compensation payment (Boulton, 2012). Boulton
(2012: 244) argues that the 1944 G.I. Bill “made World War II veterans among the most

rewarded of any sent into the field”.

Both Skocpol (1992) and Mettler (2012) point to the fact that the public support for war
veterans has also played a unique role in American history in the ways in which early veterans
policies that were implemented at the height of institutionalised social division in terms of race
and gender, played a unique role of extending these benefits to groups with limited civil rights,
such as African American veterans. In this regard, African American “veteran status served as an
opening wedge for rights, helping to give momentum to the civil rights movement” (Mettler,
2012: xi1). Writing about African American WWI veterans, Keene (2012) demonstrates that
although these veterans were meant to benefit, like their white counterparts, in the economic and
social programs due to ex-soldiers, they did face difficulty in accessing the benefits such as fair
treatment in hospitals where veterans could access healthcare for free, access to colleges,
vocational training, and more importantly, being able to secure employment, where businesses
that were willing to follow the pressure of the War Department to employ veterans were often
unwilling to employ African Americans. Keene (2012: 150) points to the extent to which the
state, under pressure from civil rights groups, was pushed to address issues faced by African
American veterans in accessing benefits in a highly segregated society, “with the number of
black veterans mounting, federal employment agencies contacted thousands of firms with letters,
telephone calls, and personal visits urging them to employ black ex-servicemen.” In this context,

Keene (2012: 166) concludes that “rather than viewing [black veterans] as a special group with
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Belinda Martins emphasised the collaborative spirit that existed in the camps between women

and men:

...as women in Mkhonto we Sizwe, there was no leniency. We had to do
everything the men did, and we did it. We proudly did it, and we were not
discriminated against by the men. We were helped, when we couldn’t carry on,
they would hook you in. You know. And if you got tired, we would run together.
And that’s what made me so proud of the men in MK at the time. They would
never leave you behind because you are a woman, they would encourage you,
you know? We used to run 16km every morning, so it made it 32 kilometers
...Every morning that was part of our training, besides the field training,
weapons training; you know we had to train in guerrilla warfare. Not
conventional warfare, we were a guerrilla army. It was very rigorous; we were
trained by the Cubans, the Russians, Czechoslovakians...I was the first female

commander of the June 16 detachment.

(Belinda Martin interview, Pretoria, May 2014)

Makhosazana Xaba noted that most of the combatants in the camps were young people:

The atmosphere was very... how would I describe it? Number 1: most of the
people were younger than me. By this time I'm twenty (it’s ’86), I'm 29.
They’re younger than me, some of them were not educated. Some left before
they completed school. Therefore they have no experience working as activists
at home. They skipped — the terminology that you skipped — so they skipped
[left the country]. They just remember marching and then they had to skip. They
have no touch but they know about guns and grenades, and they are teaching and
they are commissars and they are this and they’re that. There were two other
people who were at least my age - my peers, and the other one (he died two
years ago, shame), and with the other one, we ended up doing literacy training -
literacy education for the younger ones who really needed literacy at a very, very

basic level.
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(Makhosazana Xaba interview, Johannesburg, May 2014)

Pumza Dyantyi, who was a professional nurse, worked in the camp’s clinic in Benguela,
before she was moved to the Quibaxe camp. Joyce Sifuba of the PAC, also spoke about

education programmes for young people in the camps:

...in Tanzania I trained in distant education because the Commonwealth wanted
people who are going to teach or facilitate a programme distant education for the
comrades who are in the camps who were not going to school; and for those who
have at that time... you remember there were lots of these young people coming
out, so they hadn’t finished school. When they arrived outside, some of them are
too young to go to the camps, so the Commonwealth decided it would have a
bridging school, where the young comrades are going to study. So I was one of
the people chose to go to London to train in distant education. And when I came
back I went to the schools in Bakamoyo the programme, I mean, the programme

of the PAC and the ANC in Tanzania in the camps.

(Joyce Sifuba, telephone interview, November 2013)

Another participant noted that life in the camps was not easy, when it came to

relationships between older and younger combatants, especially women combatants:

I’ve always been a person who is known to be stubborn and independent. 1
remember playing with boys, so I grew up with boys, so I never had that thing
that I could let a guy take advantage of me. So when I arrived in Viana, some
guys, the soldiers, the male comrades, were from the bush and it had been a long
time since they saw women [laughs]. They will make moves, you know, towards
new arrivals. That environment, when you arrive, you had fears when you meet
the older people who have been there for a long time, and who have not been

with women in a long time. So you would find that you develop relationships
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South Africa to bring the regime to its knees. Some of them eventually became disillusioned, and
often became alcoholics out of boredom and frustration. Some of the women were sent for
further military training in countries such as Russia, East Germany and Cuba, and some were
chosen to go and further their studies, after which they returned to other posts in the ANC in
Lusaka, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and elsewhere. Following further training in Cuba, Totsie Memela-
Khambule worked in the Swaziland underground. She was responsible for facilitating the
infiltration of leadership ANC into the country. She notes that “the ANC took a view that they
need to infiltrate the leadership [infiltrate the country with the leadership], because by just
infiltrating troupers, people didn’t have guidance, they didn’t have support that, I mean, I
brought Mac Maharaj in the country” (Memela-Khambule interview, Johannesburg, May 2014).
Of the women who were trained outside, only one participant (in this study) returned to the
country following MK training. Nombulelo April, born in 1943 in Cathcart in Eastern Cape, fled
to Maseru in 1978, where she received training in MK. She spent time in Lusaka. In 1988, she
managed to come back to the country through the Transkei, and settled in Butterworth. She told
me that because of its forests, Butterworth was made an MK Base 1 underground cell (Telephone
interview with Nombulelo April, September, 2013). She expressed that they were protected by
Holomisa’s government and that settling in Butterworth for underground work made her a

“Transkeain” (Telephone interview with Nombulelo April, September, 2013).®

The experiences of ‘guerrilla girls’ represents one part of a multifaceted armed struggle.
Their accounts of experiences show the blurring of different forms struggle. namely the mass
mobilisation from which the generation of student activists produced, some of which fled the
country for military training; the underground combatants who carried the missions of MK inside
the country, some of whom were eventually forced to leave the country; and those who received
military training, in order to work the underground from neighbouring countries and smuggle
guerrillas into the country. The narratives of women in MK make visible the intersections and
overlapping nature of the different sites of struggle, all of which were instrumental towards the

ends of armed struggle in a context of unconventional war.

¥ Mrs. April was acknowledged in the 2014 State of the Nation Address by President Jacob Zuma, available from:
http://’www parliament. gov.za/live/contentpopup.php?Item_ID=5567&Category ID=
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While some women managed to cross borders to receive military training, and therefore
claim the label of guerrillas, the majority of women, young and old, remained in the country as
the confrontation with the apartheid state heightened in their homes and communities. They
found places from their communities from which to mobilise and fight back. The next sections

shift their focus to the respective categories of “combative mothers” and “in-betweeners”.

5.3 Combative mothers

The experiences of women such as Nondwe, who participated in the early MK sabotage
campaigns, show that women’s contribution to the armed struggle can be traced back to the
inception of the turn to armed struggle. The accounts of experiences by women, who fought
along Poqo in the 1960s, show that older women, wives and mothers were at the forefront of the
strategies that Poqo became known for, especially within the context of the Bantustans. These
accounts show that at all stages and eras of the armed struggle, women responded from the
specific locations in which they were affected. Poqo’s focus on resistance of the insertion of the
Bantu authorities act in the Transkei made concrete the fight against an imposition by the
apartheid state that had immediate impact on the lives of those in the Bantustan homelands. As
the apartheid brutality and silencing intensified through different eras, while the young people
transfigured schools as terrains of mobilisation and contestation, their mothers found other
spaces, such as the church, as a battle site to protect themselves, their children and community.
Thus, this section pays attention to how mothers participated in the struggle across different eras.
For the Poqo women combatants of the 1960s, fighting against the imposition of Bantu
authorities sprung them into action. In the 1980s, as the state violence escalated, women in
townships found spaces from which to mobilise against a force that threatened their children in
their homes, schools, churches, funerals and elsewhere. As Hiralal (2015) argues in her article

about women detainees in the anti-apartheid struggle:

In the 1980s women became actively involved in the United Democratic Front
and formed the UDF Women’s Congress. In addition, in the 1980s, women

became actively involved in civic organisations and began to exert their
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career soldiers. Some women expressed that with the end of apartheid, they looked forward to
the opportunity to raise their children and be with family, while other women also expressed
their concern about their age and health in deciding against joining the SANDF and opting to

reintegrate into civilian life.

6.2.1 Demobilisation

As noted in Chapter Three, the CPR list was central to the ability for individual combatants to be
able to integrate into the SANDF or to apply for demobilisation. For the women interviewed the
first step was to confirm that their names appeared on the list. Of the women who fought from
outside the country, none of those from MK and APLA experienced any issues with finding their
names on the list. A total of twelve women who were interviewed for this study were officially
demobilised, ten from MK, and two from APLA. Of the twelve, ten never integrated into the
defence force, but instead chose demobilisation. Two MK women briefly integrated into the
SANDF, and then demobilised in 1996 and 1998, respectively. Eleven of the participants
received the demobilisation amount of R20, 201 (US $5, 519) for group four, which is meant for
those who served for five to eleven years from 1 January 1983 to 31 December 1989 (Motumi
and Hudson, 1995:120). One participant received R42 058 (US $11, 491), which is the amount
that was awarded to those who served between 22 and 23 years from 1 January, 1961 to 31
December, 1972. Another two, Colonel Belinda Martin and Brigadier Claire Bless, integrated
into the SANDF until retirement. They shed light on the dynamics of the integration process that
are similar to those expressed in other studies, mainly with regards to education and ranking,
assimilation, demobilisation benefits, service corps and special pension (Motumi and Mckenzie
1998; Mokolobe 2001; Liebenberg and Roefs, 2001; Mashike and Mokolobe 2003; Gear 2002;
Van der Merwe and Lamb 2009; Lamb 2013).

6.2.2 Education and ranking: “they didn’t recognise our training”

As Motumi and Hudson (1995: 118) note, a requirement for integration was that individual
participants were required to “submit proof of educational (and or military) qualifications for

eligibility as members of the SANDF”. Upon failure to produce the education qualifications, a
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person was required to undertake assessments tests designed to measure potential on a scale of
Categories 1 to 10. As Motumi and Hudson (1995) notes, assessments in the Categories 1-3 did
not qualify for acceptance into the new SANDF, while Categories 4-6 were accepted, if they
demonstrated the potential to become non-commissioned officers, whilst those who qualified for
Categories 7-10 could be accepted as officers. This issue of education qualification was a
contentious issue for many in MK and APLA, who felt that as a result of this, having sacrificed
attaining education to join the armed struggle put them in a double-bind.

Linda Mjekula (alias Jessie Mlambo), a former MK combatant, expressed that when she
returned to South Africa from Zambia in 1992, she had intended to join the SANDF. However,
she did not qualify to integrate into the force, because she did not have Grade 12, and also did
not manage to pass the subsequent tests that she was required to undergo in order to integrate
(Linda Mjekula telephone interview, September 2013). The issue of education was a contentious
one, as some members of MK and APLA felt that they sacrificed education and other

qualifications in order to join the armed struggle. As Brenda Badela expressed:

...there are people who left the country in 1976/1977 who were doing Standard
Five or something, and they stayed in the camps for the rest of their lives. And
when they came back to South Africa they were asked for
qualifications... There’s a huge difference between a guerrilla army and a
conventional army, you see?...I mean, there’s a comrade who was our regional
commander in Angola. You can imagine if you were responsible for that region,
all the camps in Angola. That person is only a brigadier general. And when I
said, ‘but [names the person], how come?’, he said, ‘it’s how things are, what
can you do?’; because you’d actually think that this person must be far, far, far

senior, not a brigadier general.
(Brenda Badela interview, Grahamstown, October 2013)

Belinda Martin also expressed the sense that members of MK and APLA were undermined and

ranked lower than members of the SADF:

...lintegrated, they ranked me a ‘major’, although I deserved more than that. All

of us were given very poor ranks, from MK and APLA, they didn’t recognise
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our training that we had. Even medical doctors who trained abroad from MK,
were not, they didn’t want to recognise our education...Because the seven
armies merging wasn’t easy, and in the military house, we had all the medical
professions, professionals both from the SADF, MK and APLA, and they
wanted to tower above the non-statutory forces, that was MK and APLA, and
undermine the qualifications of our doctors, our nurses and everybody, and rank

them poorly.

(Belinda Martin interview, Pretoria, May 2014)

Tiny Tatelo Mokoena, the only member of the SDU who integrated to the SADF, argued

that the ranking system was used as a form of assimilating members of the non-statutory forces:

There was nothing like integration, honestly. It was just assimilation. Or, it was
assimilation, or...because I integrated with a degree already...and then, but at the
same time for the Defence Force to agree to make me an officer was a hassle.
And then, I was lucky I had a very good person, who was representing me. They
wanted to make me a lieutenant. And he said you can’t. I want her as a major.
But they said MK doesn’t have an Airforce. MK was an armed struggle-
conventional organisation. So you are taking her a step downwards. That’s when
I became a captain. I integrated with the rank of a captain. We, we, firstly we
were not educated as far as the rank system is concerned, we were not told
whether we were comfortable with the rank system or whether we are
comfortable with the process of integration. And the worst part is that MK put a
lieutenant-colonel for integration, which to me says that the government of that
time didn’t take issues of defence seriously, because if they did they wouldn’t
put lieutenant-colonel as a low rank for someone to represent people. They were
supposed to put a very high senior rank — a major general — to represent people,
who would be able to fight for bigger and better ranks. And most of the TBVC
states were promoted prior to integration. Immediately that they heard there’s
integration, they fast-tracked their promotions. So when we came, most of were

given very, very low ranks...So you needed a person from us to say, ‘heh-uh, if

189






<

most of which was administered by former SADF members, “who sometimes behaved with
prejudice towards former MK and APLA combatants (p. 76). As a result of the perceived
dominance of the SADF and dissatisfaction with regard to the ranking system, which they saw as
undermining the skills of the non-statutory forces, many ex-combatants opted for demobilisation,
to escape entry into an new defence force that was still dominated by the old SADF logic. For
the women I interviewed who participated in this process, assimilation was a major factor

shaping their dissatisfaction with the integration process and their decision to demobilise.

A former MK who preferred to be anonymous pointed to various causes of tension, from
the use of Afrikaans, the use of the old SADF uniform, the ranking system as the multiple causes

of the tension that came with assimilated integration:

I think we humiliated our veterans, our senior people, by putting them on the
same par as me, you know, to operate, to enter the system and try, try to and
make a living like I would when actually I thought my view would have been to
treat them differently and stuff, and thus, because they are in that situation, the
main core of the Defence Force at the administrative level remained the old
correspondence — in Afrikaans. Any correspondence that comes to me in
Afrikaans, I don’t read it, I don’t care if it’s an instruction. And all my
correspondences would be in English, because my argument is that if you create
a new system you all have to learn into the new system, so there will be things
that we know there will be things that we don’t know. Why does it apply only to
non-statutory forces, because issues of language, issues of uniform, issues of
culture in the Defence Force and stuff like that... which basically resulted into in

the long term, in my view, in us being assimilated into the thing and stuff.
(Anonymous interview, Pretoria, May 2014)

Of the uniform, she said:

I refused to wear the uniform, because I said, we integrated, so I'm not wearing
the SADF uniform; we need a new uniform that can reflect both. So I left.

Throughout my life in the Defence Force, I never wore [the] uniform.

(Anonymous interview, Pretoria, May 2014)
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Claire Bless, a white MK combatant who integrated into the SANDF, spoke about how
members of SADF addressed her in Afrikaans, which she refused to and was not able to speak,
while she sat next to her black comrades. She just kept saying that integration was a difficult
process. For others, such as Pumza Dyantyi, the integration and demobilisation process were
very difficult, because this meant that they came face-to-face with their former enemies, the

Boers:

Truth be told, my child, I found the process very difficult for me having to work
with the Boers. For grading, when we were being interviewed, they were
assessing our grade and I was graded a sergeant, and I was Grade A. I am a
colonel. I did just a part time at the Mthatha base, and I felt that I was not ready
to work with these people. I decided that it is better that I go for demob.

(Pumza Dyantyi telephone interview, September 2013)

For Pamela Daniels, entering the SANDF implied that the open spirit of engagement that
she experienced while in MK was going to disappear under the new forms of engagement in the
new army where soldiering was rigidly defined, and is not open to the challenge of institutional

culture:

When I came back, of course I was planning, because there were not much
options, I was planning to go to the Defence. Fortunately or unfortunately at the
point when I wanted to integrate, there was a scene in Wallmansthal, where
soldiers were fighting and looking at the situation, and of course seeing how the
process was unfolding. I felt because I'm one person who speaks my mind, in
the middle of Angola, I would speak my mind, and of course as you know
there’s command and control in the Defence; you cannot just say or do whatever
you want. But fortunately, we were taught that you respect leadership. You do
not fear leadership; and therefore as political soldiers we had room to be able to
air our views. Not like in any other army, where you are subjected to command
and it ends there. So that’s the difference. So I felt...I would not survive in the

Defence, one; and of course what I’ve stated — the way, the process unfolded, of
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Totsie Memela-Khambule, who is currently the CEO of Eduloan, expressed that after
attaining a Masters Degree in Management and getting interested in the financial industry, she
decided that she “could contribute in the Defence Force without necessarily being a soldier”
(Totsie Memela-Khambule interview, Johannesburg, May 2014). She did not elaborate on the
ways in which she has been able to make this contribution outside of the SANDF. Another
participant noted that she demobilised because she wanted to be independent, and not indebted to

a political party or government:

“I decided that I did not want to go back to the military when I got back home
because I was still ...I just wanted to be independent, completely independent
and not feel responsibility to government and so I demobilised. There was a

demobilisation process, so I became one of the people that demobilised.”

(Anonymous interview, Port Elizabeth, September 2013)

When Bonnin (2000) argues that surviving and resisting apartheid terror meant that the
lives of most people were suspended, for those the guerrilla combatants, there was little space for
them to conceive of professional lives outside of the war that they were fighting. The end of
apartheid opened a space for them to imagine a new future beyond a life of mere survival and
resistance. Thus, it is not surprising that some women opted for demobilisation to give

themselves a space to make concrete the rewards of freedom.

6.2.6 Family: “we’ve been away for a long time”

Some women chose against integration into the SANDF because, after years of separation with
family, they wished to rebuild their family lives. Nombulelo April lost two of her children in
1994 and 1998; they both suffered from the physical injuries at the hands of the police in search
of their mother during the apartheid years. She expressed that she looked forward to a time to be
with her children. Phumla Gaba expressed a similar yearning for a family life after years of

separation
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...we’ve been away for a long time and you have that feeling that it has been a
long time since you were home. I studied primary, secondary, boarding school
and then I worked in Transkei and the left, so there is that feeling I want to be at
home.

(Phumla Gaba interview, September 2013)

Nomfundiso Kulati, who returned to South Africa in 1994 after completing a broadcasting
diploma in Zimbabwe, decided that she would not integrate in order to be able to look after her

then young son.

So I came with my son, tried to re-establish myself using the qualifications that I
had. I didn’t want to integrate and be part of the National Defence Force, not
because I didn’t have passion, but because I had this child, and when I looked at
my boy, I was asking myself, ‘who would best take care of him?” So I just
wanted more to be a civilian. And I was lucky to get a job as a public relations

officer.

(Nomfundiso Kulati interview, Port Elizabeth, September 2013)

The theme of family is muted in other studies about integration and demobilisation. It
may well be that, in those studies, the male combatants were not asked if family consideration
affected their decision to demobilise. Even though in this study, the women combatants were not
explicitly asked if family affected their decision not to integrate, it is unsurprising that women
combatants would feel more comfortable to articulate the importance of family in their decision
making, as women are socially expected to prioritise family, even when they consider their
professional development. In the same vein, it may be that certain male combatants did not feel
that it is “manly” to discuss family as a factor in their decisions. Thus, prevailing understandings
of femininity and masculinity shape, as in all research, what participants can reveal about their

motivations in making certain decisions.

6.2.7 Demobilisation payment: “not worth what I went through”

It was not a surprise that the many of the women who qualified to receive the once-off
demobilisation payment felt that it was an inadequate amount of compensation for the sacrifices
for the sacrifices that they had made. The money was particularly considered insufficient for
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institutional mechanism provided to demobilised combatants to attain the skills that would assist

them in finding their path to new careers as civilians.

6.2.8 Service corps

As noted in Chapter Three, the Service Corps was the main instrument that the state used to offer
short term training of new skills that demobilised combatants would require for their post-
military lives. As Gear (2002) notes, the Service Corps offered 18 months of skills training,
conversion courses, and career profiling. The 18 months was divided into three months of
literacy training, and adult life skills training, three months of vocational training, which was
facilitated by the Department of Labour, and 12 months of practical experience (Motumi and
Hudson, 1995: 123). According to Motumi and Hudson (1995: 124), the Corps was criticised for
failing to conduct adequate research to identify the needs and aspirations of the demobilised and
instead choosing to offer a blanket approach to the menu of skills that were offered (Motumi and

Hudson, 1995: 124).

Of the women interviewed for this study, only one participated in the 18 months training
offered by the Service Corps. She focused on farming as a skill, and is currently a fulltime
subsistence farmer. For the other women who officially demobilised, the Service Corps did not
appear in conversation, having offered the training that they knew they would need in re-starting
their lives. One of the participants, who preferred to be anonymous, participated in the design of
the Service Corps programme, and offered an insider critique that is important to cite in detail, as
it corroborates the weaknesses that scholars Motumi and Hudson (1995), and Gear (2002) have
highlighted in their critiques. Her first response regarded the fact that the SANDF had not chosen
skills training relevant to the combatants, but rather followed templates that had been used in
other countries. Insightfully, her argument was that, due to a desire to maintain certain control,
the SANDF was not able to let go of the programme and instead in the Service Corps, the ex-
combatants behaved like soldiers, even though the purpose of the programme was to prepare

them for civilian life.

You see, the concept and the initial research about, because the difficulty that
you had is that you had to work with what you had. The audit of what skills

people have was done. The ask [requirements] of the South African economy,
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opportunities that were available around that particular time, was done...the
whole proposal was based on that. But there were certain things that were part of
that particular process that we had raised that were constraining what could be
an effective programme, because the bigger issue was that our view was that you
can’t do these things... My argument was that you can’t prepare people for
civilian life, and then want them to continue to live as soldiers. First thing they
do in the morning is to do is drill...the issue that we kept on raising as a
constraint, and that was the source of the problem, was that these people — we
are preparing them for civilian life — but we want to continue to treat them and to
a point sometimes humiliate them in the soldiering environment; that they would
have to wake up and drill and do all the things that, you know, for me, the first

three hours they are awake, they are soldiers.

(Anonymous interview, Pretoria, May 2014)

She extended her argument on the limited preparation give to soon-to-be civilians in a

military environment, as a crucial weakness of the purpose of the Service Corps:

...the argument was that the environment was not conducive, is not enabling
them to think outside of the military. So, when they finish these sessions for 3-4
hours, they go back, and are held to the same rules as they do, and to actually
say what does discipline mean when you’re a civilian? What are the things that
we need to carry that we’ve learned as a disciplined soldier, that you need to
carry as a citizen? ... These were the issues that we were grappling with and we
were saying, ‘this thing can’t be effectively done in a military set-up’. You see?
You probably needed a different environment. It could still be owned by the
Defence Force, but they can’t be living as soldiers. If it’s a question of releasing
people to go to their families, and come to that particular process, they are still
under the ambit of the Defence Force, but they are living a normal life. They are

not staying in a camp and doing the drills, you know. That’s one.
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how children could do this. So would see that children were participating in the
struggle and now they are not able to receive the Special Pension because they
were still too young. There is an act that says they are too young: that they were
not 35 during 1996, of which because of that, some of them are not able to
receive the pension. We are fighting against that, because they are the ones who
fought, but today they are not recognised. They are not being given the privilege

that others are given.

Nkosazana Sobantu (interview in Port Elizabeth, July 2013)

This age criteria also affected those like, Nomfundiso Kulati, who were formally
demobilised. Demobilised combatants were allowed to receive DDR benefits, and apply for

special pension. Kulati could also not apply for the special pension because of her age:

It was around ’97, I think *97/98. Because I was young, joined the struggle at a
young age, | also — there’s this issue of special pensions. Many people were
benefitting through that act, the act has disadvantaged me because of my age-
they were saying [ was too young then. Eh, the act wanted people were 35 years
when the act was passed in 1996 and 1 was younger than 35 years so I don’t
qualify. Now that I have children and both of their fathers are no more, the act
does not even take into account the fact that I have two kids I must raise all by

myself.

(Nonfundiso Kulati interview, Port Elizabeth, September 2013)

Mrs. Mabhengeza stated that with the help of members of Amabutho, she had applied for
the special pension with no success:

I applied for the Special Pension, but I did not receive the money. It was done by
Amabutho. There is a child called, [mentions name], who is from New Brighton.

Another one called [mentions name], they did the special pension application for
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me, but it never came out. They said we know that ma-Mabhengeza was there.

You see?

(Mabhengeza interview, Port Elizabeth, July 2013)

Zile Xolo, the APLA chairperson of the Jixeni Branch in Mqanduli, outlined some of the
challenges faced by women who applied for the special pension under the PAC/APLA:

...one of the problems is that the mothers did not know how to apply for the
special pension. There was no one to assist them about how to apply, and so a
lot of them were unsuccessful with the application. Then there was the opening
of the Appeal Board, and they appealed. It did not help, because when a person
has been unsuccessful the first time, it did not help when they tried other steps to
apply. For example, their leader Ngeketho, the leader of the region, was arrested.
He is a man. He then learned what one has to do when they are making the
application. He then came back and taught others what they need to do when
they apply, and the death certificates for the families who are applying on behalf
of the deceased and birth certificates etc. But, in spite of all of that, their
applications were declined again. We think that the issue is that the Special
Pension was started without it, the process of application, being explained to
people. And then they amended the section on children. The Special Pension
allows your children to be the beneficiaries if the parent has died. The amount
that they receive was just R50, 000, when the parent has passed on. And then
this provision was amended such that children of a certain age would no longer
be eligible to receive this amount. This became a problem for those who made
the application for their children to benefit before this provision was amended.
These are some of the reasons that we are facing difficulties. One of the women
in the area was so distraught after her application was not successful, that she
suffered a stroke. The other issue was that with the emergence of new IDs, there
were problems with Home Affairs. Some of the women, ages of the women,
were inaccurately captured by Home Affairs. Often, the actual age was reduced,

and others increased, and they would have already made the application with an
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I'm still in the process of applying for his money. He died long time ago. He
died (Lesedi was how old?) Lesedi was 7, and he’s now 24. I still don’t have that

money.
(Totsie Memela-Khambule interview, Johannesburg, May 2014)

There is overwhelming sense that the institutional mechanisms provided by the
government to support combatants of the People’s War have not been sufficient to support them
to rebuild their lives after the war. Those who participated in the formal process of DDR had the
benefit of a once-off payment and a possibility of receiving special pension, as some of the
women do. But for the internal combatants, there has been little to no institutional support to
allow them to pick up the pieces and transition into post-apartheid life. Below, the chapter
examines the personal, social, economic and psychological transition that the women combatants
have negotiated for themselves. These accounts are of the guerilla girls, the combative mother

and the in-betweeners.

6.4 Personal reintegration

The formal integration and DDR process that some women participated in was but one aspect of
the reintegration that the women combatants were to undertake. The all-encompassing and
transnational nature of the apartheid war means that separation and displacement is a key feature
of the legacy of that war, like many others. The dead bodies of loved ones which remain
unaccounted for inside and outside the country, the lack of payment of reparations for those who
testified as victims in front of the TRC, point to an unrelenting ‘woundedness’ that continues to
pervade post-apartheid memory of the People’s War. This section examines reintegration into
peaceful civilian life beyond the state process of demobilisation, and civilian reintegration. The
anxieties of the women who had been separated from family in exile are made visible, along with
the profound pain and uncertainty of being reunited with one’s family, and the enduring
psychological trauma that is palpable in the lives of all women combatants. It is shown here that
in an economically challenging post-apartheid context, women carried the heaviest burden of

being the breadwinners of their immediate and extended families. In such a context, women find
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themselves needing to be “strong” for their families. The informalisation of the post-apartheid
economy has resulted in the cheapening and feminisation of work, where women find poorly
paid jobs to sustain their families (Hunter, 2011). In her doctoral work on township mothers and
daughters, Motsemme (2011) argues that township mothers have found themselves in the post-
apartheid context, where their children are poor, and many have been casualties to the HIV/AIDS
crisis. Thus, in the aftermath of apartheid, poverty and death remain an everyday reality in South
Africa. Women former combatants are at the centre of this socio-economic crisis, where they
carry the social responsibility to find means for their families to survive. The section also
examines memory, and the various ways in which women carry with them lingering thoughts

and habits that are shaped by the war in which they participated.

6.4.1 Coming home: “I don’t know you”

For the South African women who went to receive training outside the country, coming back to
South Africa following the unbanning of the national liberation movements was a tale of its own
that offered no guarantee that one would find their family alive. There is evidence from other
post-war societies showing that survivors of war deal with overlapping cases of trauma as they
attempt to recover their lives in the context of peace.'® The separation and displacement that
resulted from apartheid violence, is not unique in this case. The process of returning home after
years of separation was, for many women, replete with personal, social, political and economic
uncertainty.

Brenda Badela, narrated landing in East London with her family from Lusaka, describes

the anxiety that she and her family felt as they arrived in the country:

...From Lusaka to Jan Smuts Airports, then from Jan Smuts Airport to East
London. When we arrived in East London Airport, there was a problem with our

flight here, there was definitely a problem with the flight landing here; so it

' The final Liberian TRC Diaspora Report (2009) revealed evidence of the “triple trauma” paradigm amongst
Liberians who fled the country to Ghana, Ivory Coast, United States, UK and elsewhere. The triple trauma paradigm
posits that “refugees experience trauma in the country of origin, during flight and in the country of refugee”
(Liberian TRC Diaspora Report, 2009, p. 303). Liberians shared traumatic tales of how they were forced to leave
Liberia after witnessing brutal killings of family members, of the hardship in trying to escape through Liberian
borders that were overtaken by rebels, of starting a new life in a country with no material assets, and a family that
was cither all killed or scattered over West Africa.
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ended up landing in, in... it ended up landing in... oh, you know what: we were
supposed to go to Umthatha from Lesotho to here, from here we took a flight to
Umthatha; Transkei at the time was independent. But on our way to Umthatha,
the weather in Umthatha was very bad, in that the plane could not land. We were
very scared, Siphokazi, we did not know what to do! We then realised that Bantu
Holomisa was here in our plane. How many were we? I think we were only four.
Here is Bantu Holomisa; I think my ex-husband approached him in the place.
They said the plane is going to land in East London, instead of Umtata. So he
approached Bantu Holomisa told him that these are MK people. We were
scared; we did not want the whites to identify us. Bantu asked, ‘how many are
you?’ Andile stated how many we were. Bantu said, ‘no, that’s fine’. Let’s land
in Umthatha [corrects herself] — lets land in East London. That was 1990
January/February, I don’t remember. When we landed in East London he said,
‘those 5/6 comrades, can they please come with me?’ Five guys or something
like that, you know, but he used a term. So as a result of that when we arrived at
the airport, the Boers did not even bother to look at our passports or IDs, or so
on. He took two cars, because we needed to be transported, so we drove from
East London to Umtata — that’s where we were supposed to land anyway —
Mthatha, because of security reasons. Much as the ANC was unbanned, but we

were still not sure how the Boers were going to treat us once we arrived.

(Brenda Badela interview, Grahamstown, October 2013)

Joyce Sifuba also pointed out that the ways in which the repatriation process was carried out, left

many people to fend for themselves with little to no social security:

“When people were repatriated when they came in, the United Nations has
nothing to do with it. When you get home, you were dropped off, and from
there, you have to fend for yourself. Your own organisation must see to it that it

gives you information: where to get help, or where to get assistance.”

(Joyce Sifuba telephone interview, November 2013)
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a very tough time to adjust, but the thing I am thankful to God, that my mother
was still alive. At least, because there are those who came home and there were
no homes, there was nothing. At least, I still have some people. It was very

difficult, very.

(Pumza Dyantyi telephone interview, September 2013)

The theme on psychological trauma extends on the mental demands of transitioning from
exile to home, and for all women involved, the demands of transitioning from war to peace. The
point of highlighting the step of coming home, for those who had left the country, is to show that
the process of repatriation was coupled with anxieties about the status of one’s family and the
transition from often unstable transnational life to the task of grounding oneself within their
community again after years, and sometimes decades of separation. Combatants also faced the
task of building new professional identities that were to determine their economic security in
post-apartheid South Africa. The theme of economic security revealed that most women have

struggled to find economic opportunities.

6.4.2 From umzabalazo to ukutabalaza (from the struggle to hustling)

Levels of education have made the biggest impact on the socio-economic well-being of women
interviewed for this study. The women who have received tertiary education have more job
security than those with high school, or no education. Of the thirty-six women interviewed in this
study, fourteen are currently employed. Of that fourteen, eleven are former MK, one from
Amabutho, one from an SDU in Mamelodi, and one from APLA. Amongst the employed include
a former member of parliament, CEQ, a current minister of health in the Eastern Cape, teacher,
civil servants, five civil servants, and the rest either own their business or work in the private
sector. Of the seven unemployed, three are member of Amabutho, three MK and one APLA.
About fifteen are at pension age, six Amabutho, four MK (two retired from the SANDF), and
five APLA. Most of the women in this sample, employed or not, are the ‘breadwinners’ of their
families. Most of them are responsible for their immediate and extended family. Most of the

women who are receiving old-age pensions support unemployed children and grandchildren.

209



Many of these women have to find different ways of making ends meet. In the main, for women
young and old, have to ‘hustle’, in a manner of speaking, to keep the family afloat. Victoria

Nagetsana exclaimed that she is struggling to support her grandchildren, who are under her care:

Hey! T am struggling! The grants take long and I am not clear on the issue of
foster care.

(Victoria Nagetsana interview, Port Elizabeth, August 2013)

Mrs. Mabhengeza that she has tried to get involved in community projects so that she can

supplement her old-age pension, in order to support her unemployed children:

I attend meetings. There are no street committees. We are called to meetings and
are told about new projects. We were told about a project that paid us R130, but
we have not been paid. We would collect papers around and we were promised
money. It has been four years and we have not been paid. We accept these
projects, because the pension amount of R1200 is not enough, we have to pay

accounts.

(Mabhengeza interview, Port Elizabeth, August 2013)

Motsemme (2011) denote “wkuphanta” (used interchangeably in isiXhosa as
“ukutabalaza” and “ukuphanda™) as a means of ‘finding a way in order to survive,” ‘getting by’
and ‘making ends meet’ (p. 104). She argues that this “is a social concept that can be found in
several communities, particularly the working class, throughout the world” (p. 104), noting that
the process of ‘hustling’ “involves a set of skills, a way of doing something to create
opportunities for income to achieve often provisional results, such as acquiring groceries, school-
fees, clothing, toiletries, beauty products, fast-food, entertainment, cover transport costs, airtime
and other everyday household necessities” (p. 106). She notes that because, for the poor, the
needs always outnumber the available resources, the poor often are forced to resign themselves
to a hand-to-mouth existence, or as it is said in the Portuguese language, “pra Hoje ja da, pra
manha dues dara” (for today we’re covered; tomorrow God will provide) (Tavares, 1998, cited

in Motsemme, 2011: 106).
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They put in a bowl all the cartridges and bullets they found. In the bedrooms,
they stripped the blood-stained bedcovers and curtains soaked everything in
large zinc tubs for washing the next day.

They went into each room, repositioned everything until the homestead looked
almost exactly as it did before the massacre. By sunrise the women had restored
the homestead. But images of bodies that were identified counted and taken
away

Linger, years later, in the women’s hearts and heads
In their hands they still see blood, broken glasses and brain tissue.

Makhosazana Xaba (2016)

The theme of trauma is a central one in the research about the post-military lives of
combatants. The studies show that beyond social and economic marginalisation, there is
extensive psychological trauma of unaddressed pain and woundedness from the violence of
apartheid (Mokolobe 2001; Liebenberg and Roefs, 2001; Mashike and Mokolobe 2003; Gear
2002; Van der Merwe and Lamb 2009; Lamb 2013). The work on wellbeing of formerly-
conscripted white soldiers in the SADF also reveals unaddressed trauma (Edlmann, 2014). The
absence of literature on women’s experiences of demobilisation means that the testimonies by
women to the TRC are the only ones that represent the psychological trauma that women have
suffered due to the war (Ross, 2003; Motsemme, 2011). The hint towards cataloguing women’s
multiple sources of trauma has focused on women’s sexual abuse in MK camps (Mokolobe
2001; Van der Merwe and Lamb 2009). The experiences that are articulate below offer a rich and

distinctive account of the multiple sources of trauma that have not been articulated in other work.

This participant from MK expressed the pressure about starting a new life, family
pressure, health issues that she faced because of the multiple pressures she faced. And a painful

relationship with a child that she left behind when she went to exile:

Look, things were challenging, but I never went to counseling, neh? But I had a
challenge, for instance, when I got back home, there were so many things I
could not understand why they were happening that way, you know. I wanted to

fix everything at once, forgetting that we had gotten back to reality and that
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things would not go the way you wish. So I developed a low blood pressure, and
with the low blood pressure I used to get admitted in hospital now and again.
And, you know the other thing really I didn’t mention, was that when I left for
exile, I had a baby who I left, who was a year and a few months — a son. Now,
when I came back, I got back, and my son did not know me. That was my
biggest challenge, really. It was difficult because he stayed with my mother’s
sister. When I got back she prevented me seeing him. I had serious struggles
with my aunt, serious struggles with my aunt in terms of my child. So much
struggle that there was a time that I really hated her. I thought I would never
forgive her for preventing me to bond with my child, by all means. And I even
ask myself, what kind of parent would prevent another parent not to bond with
their child, and she calls herself my aunt, you see? So I had such struggles, I did
not understand how some people do certain things. So I would spend time in
hospital with low blood pressure, stressing about this and that. But one day,
while sleeping in hospital, I told myself that, ‘you know what, it’s not gonna

help me stressing, so I better take one step at a time.

(Anonymous interview, Port Elizabeth, September, 2013)

Fundiswa Menzeni of Amabutho expressed that the daily violence has physical and
mental implications for the mental wellbeing of individuals today. Here, she highlights the

lingering traumatic smell of the police teargas.

Sometimes you observe that there are problems, such as lack of health, people
are not doing so well... most of them were beaten too much by the Boers. The

tear gas because they mess up with you internally. You see the tear gas, yes.

(Fundiswa Menzeni interview, Port Elizabeth, September 2013)

Fezeka Klaas expressed that she is not able to look at a dead body because she saw too

many people who were killed brutally.
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It affects me badly, sisi. Even now when a person passes away, even if they were

sick, I cannot look at the body, I cannot look at the body, regardless of who it is.

Nonfundiso Kulati spoke about her battle with anger, about living with memories of

torture in jail, and the difficulties times in exile:

Honestly, when it comes to trauma, it manifests in many different ways. Yes, |
don’t drink. We do suffer from that post-traumatic stress in a way. I mean, you
can imagine having to be in jail at a young age, to be detained and beaten up at a
young age and leave. That would affect you psychologically. It’s not like
anybody was meant to leave and train in conditions that you never really, 1
mean, expect you to find yourself in, you know, to be. It does manifest, because
at times you have this unexpected anger, you know. Okay, you try sometimes to

manage it but you, it’s difficult at times; it’s not easy.

(Nomfundiso Kulati interview, Port Elizabeth, September 2013)

Nkosazana Sobantu spoke about the ways in which women struggle in personal
relationships, especially with partners whom they do not perceive as having been active in the

struggle, but are benefitting today, while they themselves struggle.

...those who are suffering mostly are the women with social relations.
Sometimes you see when someone is trying to study, but they still have that
image that they are a soldier, and sometimes, she is dating someone who is not
a soldier, who does not understand the way she feels. Sometimes you see a
picture of something, maybe corruption, and the person comments by saying
that, ‘we did not struggle for this’, and yet that person was not there during the
struggle, and the person is benefitting from the struggle today. They were
never arrested, did not go to exile, and were not part of Amabutho, but today

he is benefitting.
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6.6 Women are stronger than me

While the theme of trauma was salient in women’s articulations of the emotional and
psychological challenges that they face in recreating their lives at the end of apartheid. There was
also a repeated articulation of women’s emotional and psychological strength, which enabled
them to better withstand than their male counterparts. When asked if women had been involved
or attempted to engage in violent and criminal activities when they found themselves facing
economic and personal challenges, women’s strength was expressed as a way of pointing to
women’s coping capabilities. Pumza Dyantyi used strength as a way of explaining why destitute

women ex-combatants have not turned to alcoholism, as have their male counterparts:

Lots of people are destitute, MK; both women and men. That’s why there is not
much difference but men tend to be more accepted than women. I suppose we
are stronger than them...Psychologically strong than them, because you find a
woman that has been exiled who is not working, who is trying to make ends
meet who is not a drunkard and an alcoholic. But you’ll find men, most of them

are alcoholics. I think it’s a matter of them being strong psychologically.

(Pumza Dyantyi telephone interview, September 2013)

Another MK ex-combatant also argued that women may be perceived to be physically weaker

than men, but held that they are psychologically stronger than them:

I believe that men are naturally weaker that women. We may be weaker
physically, neh, because we are called ‘the weaker sex’. Physically we may be
weak, but in terms of our mind set, we are stronger than men and we are used to
dealing with pain. I think we are also designed to take care of others, and men
are not designed for that, hence they break so easy. And they bottle things
inside, we talk about things when they bother us, you know. We cry and most
men still believe that men are not supposed to cry. It’s a healing process to cry.

So, I didn’t really have to go through the counselling process.

(Anonymous interview, Port Elizabeth, September, 2013)
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Pamela Daniels reiterated this point:

The male character is different from ours. We are children bearers. We are home
builders. We are the ones who are supposed to be strong for the family. We are
caring for the families. And I would think that we are supposed to be having the
same responsibility. But what I have experienced is that our male counterparts
they abuse alcohol, not that we don’t have those challenges as women, but it’s at
a much rather controllable rate than our male counterparts. Maybe because also
we stayed with them in these camps in exile; they got married to foreign women;
we were just brothers, even though we were women, we were soldiers; they did
not look our way. But when we came back, our families were there. Families did
not accept the women that they came back with, and it created a lot of tension,
and they become targets to women (of course, no offence), women inside the
country with this belief that they are having moneys; they have all these benefits,
and every other thing that is happening. As you can see, we live in a society
where you are who you are, because of what you have. So, I think these are the
challenges that we are facing, that we are seeing in our counterparts of course.
We also have challenges, but we are in a much better place than our male

counterparts — MK women, that is.

(Pamela Daniels interview, Johannesburg, May 2014)

In the African-American context, Harris-Perry (2011) argues the imposed and celebrated
image of the strong black woman is a misrecognition of African-American women because this
image of “super strength”, obscures the day-to-day suffering of black woman against structural
poverty and discrimination by “defining endurance as natural”, and thereby robbing African-
American women of the ability to engage freely in the public sphere, and “demand resources to
meet their individual needs” (p. 2). Where Enloe (1983) asks if women are an integral part of
post-war transformation, could we argue that states are well aware that patriarchal understanding
of sacrifice allows men, exclusively, to claim the rewards of their sacrifices from the state? This
is while women who sacrificed on behalf of national liberation do not have the same recourse to

claim that which is due to them. In this regard, the celebration of strength by women ex-
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combatants is not surprising in a context where their sacrifice does not guarantee material
benefits from the state. On the other hand, patriarchal understandings of violence do not allow
for a narrative where women ex-combatants can threaten the state with the tools of their military

training in a post-apartheid context, since violence is masculinised.

6.7 Memory: “Please, I mustn’t die before [he] is 21”

The theme of civilian life applied more so to the women, who fit the conventional understanding
of combatant. In this case, this applied to the women who were trained militarily outside the
country. Some of the literature on integration in South Africa and elsewhere points to a self-
perception by former combatants that even after demobilisation, they are fundamentally different
to other civilians. This is often articulated in the adage ‘once a soldier, always a soldier’. 1
wanted to understand the ways in which a military past shapes the ways in which demobilised

women perform their civilian lives. Brenda Badela affirmed that she remains a soldier:

We have this term: ‘once a soldier always a soldier’. Although I’'m not a soldier,
an active soldier, I'm still a cadre of the ANC... discipline, order in the house,
and democracy, is something I don’t believe in, because in my army days, you
know, we would be told there’s no democracy in the army. So on some days, in
my house, I would say there’s no democracy, so I'd always fight with my kids,
and they’d tell me, “mama, this is not MK, camps here this is the house’, you

know.

(Brenda Badela interview, Grahamstown, October 2013)

Another participant expressed that at her workplace she is perceived differently to her

colleagues, because of her military past:

I mean even at work, in a meeting we would be debating, and if there’s
something I need to raise, they will hear it from my tone, that it is a soldier
speaking now, not just anyone. Even at home, I think once you trained as a
soldier, that thing stays with you, irrespective of where you are. It’s not the kind

of training you easily...you don’t wear it away, understand? So even when I
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no longer because I feel I’'m at risk, but now the excuse is (it’s not an excuse, it’s

still genuine) but I’'m a writer so I need to look and observe and see things.

(Makhosazana Xaba, Johannesburg interview, May 2014)

Xaba continued to share that the premise of underground work was one’s ability to
conceal the truth. She shared that after apartheid, she had to learn that revealing the truth is no

longer a security risk, especially in how she was to raise her daughter.

I mean I can sit with someone, I had to tell myself this morning that she’s going
to be interviewing me, so I must be open. I’ve given her the time. I’'m happy to
talk. But I can talk to someone for three hours and they can walk away not
knowing a thing about me. I mean, I do remember a time when my daughter was
young, when I consciously said to myself, you can’t be a parent and lie, because
I was so used to having to lie about everything — about my existence — that |
found that I was lying when it was not necessary and I had to say to myself, ‘you
no longer have to. You’re safe now. You’re home. You’'re free. You don’t have
to lie about anything. And you’re raising a child, so stop it.” I remember that
being very, very hard, because part of lying was to just not be known. It was
about removing anything that anybody could use about you. So it wasn’t lying
because then you might be caught or, you know, it wasn’t a... I mean there were
different kinds of lying. If I’'m just meeting a complete stranger and we happen
to be sitting at a bus stop and we’re talking. I’m not going to tell who I am. You
see? But that’s not because the stranger might follow me. It’s just because part
of keeping safe is that you must be anonymous. And then there’s lying because
there’s a reason to lie. But when you’ve done that for so long, I personally found
that it was very, very hard... I actually have a theory that the reason that a lot of
ANC people, I say ANC people, because those are the ones that I know, but I
think it might be applicable to PAC and others — the reason they tell so many
lies is because they are not conscious of the fact that they no longer need to...

because if lying was protective you have to be very conscious, and say, I no
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longer need that shield, so I will stop lying. I mean, your mind, your body learns

certain habits.

(Makhosazana Xaba, Johannesburg interview, May 2014)

Another former combatant expressed that her military past, especially her experiences of
losing close friends to violent deaths, has shaped her own relationship with death. It has

informed the ways in which she relates to her family, especially her children.

You know before I had a child death was, ja, you know, happens. And when I
reflect on my experience, I remember when I was pregnant with him, [names the
child], I was five months pregnant and that... during the war against Inkatha in
[names place] and that’s I guess that last real fight when we kicked them out of
the township. Basically, I'd made a decision that I'm not bringing up a child in
this violence. Either I stop it or I die. It was that straight forward. It was, so my
relationship with death was, so I could easily take risks on me in that sense. And
it’s also the first time that I had coffee in my entire pregnancy, because I was
there from about after seven [pm] lying on top of a shack in the shooting. ..
When I got home, his dad was sitting outside on the stoep with my mum. They
didn’t know whether I’'m alive or dead or whatever and stuff like that, you know.
Uh, so it kind of gives different meaning to life, my life, in the sense that things
that T would do before [he] was born that would be risky on my life, I think
twice about them. But I think as they are growing up, I mean, one of the things I
do (now I'm doing less and less of them), I never thought I’d be this age. 1
actually never thought I’d be 21, so that’s my, so it was, I never thought I’d be
21...1 celebrate my birthday seriously every year... I know we’re supposed to
take that for granted that I'll be 27, I’ll be 30. I never did. I never did. I always
was conscious, so every year, I celebrate the extra year I have, and at some point
I had a, a, this real dream that I’'m grateful that I got to the age that I am, but
please, I mustn’t die before [he] is 21, to be able to look after his brother, you
know. And, ja. Last year, I made a big party, because he turned 21.
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(Anonymous interview, Pretoria, May 2014)

All women combatants struggle with the traumas of the violence of life under apartheid.
As noted in Chapter Four, a woman who was a combatant of Amabutho told me that for a long
time, she could not eat meat, because she had seen too many people killed in front of her. The
visceral nature of that image is one that surely stays with all combatants in different ways. The
unaddressed legacies of apartheid manifest themselves personally, and one imagines that it

manifests itself in the post-apartheid institutions and political culture.

6.8 Conclusion

This chapter has shown how the different women combatants have transitioned to post-apartheid
South Africa. Through the experiences of the guerilla girls in the demobilisation process, the
chapter has shown that the process was dominated by the members of the old SADF, which
contributed to the feeling by the non-statutory combatants, of being undermined and patronised.
The accounts of experiences by the women who were demolished build on the literature on the
process of demobilisation by adding women’s experiences, which have up to now been muted in
that literature. The conclusion is that the demobilisation process did not offer institutional
mechanisms that wholly supported the multiple challenges that faced the guerilla girls to
transition to civilian life. The chapter also shows that the combative mothers and in-betweeners
have had little-to-no institutional support from the state. The Special Pension has been a flawed
mechanism, which has proven to be an administrative living nightmare for the women
combatants and their dependents. It is shown, again, that although the pension is supposedly
open for all types of combatants, and it is the transnationally trained guerillas that benefit from it.
The chapter has also shown that the economic marginalisation of most women combatants has
enormous personal consequences, because the personal sacrifices that women took have not
translated to better lives for themselves and their families. The chapter has shown that
psychological trauma tends to be under-discussed in the lives of black women in general,

because the social pressure to be the bedrock of the family means that women are not able to
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SDU, APLA, Inkatha Protection Unit, and SDU Thokoza, Gear (2002) points to the theme of
“betrayal” that is felt by former combatants who demonstrate a “sense that the ideological
paradigms that framed the wars they fought in, and their abilities as combatants, have been
betrayed”, because “for many, the disjuncture between what they fought for and their present
realities is a bitter pill to swallow” (p. 13). Gear (2002) also shows that that some former-
combatants are resentful of what they see as the social mobility of few comrades, while many are
left to fend for themselves. One participant in Gear’s study expressed that what the “ANC has
done to us has destroyed us”, and that it also felt as if the “ANC has thrown [them] outside like
morning mucus” (p. 16). Another participant expressed the disparity that exists between

members of the same national liberation movement:

The disparities that exist now are not only between ourselves and our white
counterparts but our comrades as well, that have become, overnight, bourgeoisie
and they are driving flashy cars and sleeping in very expensive hotels; they fly
over our heads. But I think after all is said and done, you look at the thing in a
perspective that is consistent with what you did and you will tell yourself, Now
when I joined the movement I didn't join to benefit myself.. It was the common
concern for all South African citizens - that we need[ed] to liberate ourselves
from the draconian racial barriers that existed at that time. And for now what
you need to do is only to make the most of the worst situation...the best way
you know how.' But there are people who are in a more disadvantaged position

than I am. I must recognise that.
(Gear, 2002:11)
Gear (2002) has meanwhile noted in this regard that

Ex-combatants are expected to re-integrate into civilian society and to leave
their militarized [sic] pasts and accompanying identities behind. Not surprisingly
this does not easily happen, especially in contexts where there are few
opportunities through which alternative identities can be built. In South Africa,

ex-combatants are often ill-equipped to make this transition and the communities
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into which they are expected to integrate are equally unprepared for negotiating

the soldiers return or the ending of their combatant status (p. 119).

Similarly, Cook (2006) argues that the South African demobilisation process was “sub-
optimal”, where she contends that “the government’s efforts to help tens of thousands of
demobilised soldiers to reintegrate into society were inadequate at best” (p. 44). Mashike (2004)
describes demobilised combatants as “time bombs”. He argues that the demobilisation process
was an “afterthought”. Adonis (2008) also argues that the DDR process “had limited success
resulting in a concern that this could lead to political instability and violence” (p. 17). Cock
(2004) also argues that “many ex-combatants are marked by their experiences of war, their
training in the means of violence, their lack of marketable skills and their access to weaponry”
(p. 5). She argues that if ex-combatants concerns are left unaddressed, ex-combatants may
become a “destabilising force”, like they have been in Zimbabwe, Namibia and Mozambique
(Cock, 2004). As shown in Chapter Three, the consensus in the literature is that most former
combatants live in poverty, and that they present a potential political threat to the government if
their needs continue unaddressed (Cock, 1993; Liebenberg and Roefs, 2001; Mokalobe, 2001,
Gear, 2002; Centre for Conflict Resolution, 2003; Everatt et al, 2006, Maringira and Brankovic,
2013; Heinecken and Bwalya, 2013). This frame of thinking seems to have shaped the relatively

recent push within the ANC to address the concerns of military veterans.

7. 3 Enter the Department of Defence and military veterans

Since 1994, the legacy of the country’s militarised past had largely been subsumed under the
Department of Defence, which was responsible for coordinating programmes to assist
demobilised soldiers transition into civilian life, as outlined in Chapters Three and Six. Writing
in the Cape Times newspaper, Dzinesa (2009:nd) argued that “President Jacob Zuma's
reorganisation of South Africa’s defence ministry into the Ministry of Defence and Military
Veterans, which is also tasked with the concerns of war veterans, is a recognition of the
important place this group occupies in the body politic.” For Dzinesa (2009), this reconfigured
visibility of veterans’ issues by the State, pointed to recognition that “thousands of South

Africa’s former liberation fighters are unemployed, lead destitute lives, and suffer psycho-social
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AZANLA who can now be included in the veteran’s database for veteran benefits (News 24
report, 2015). The Western Cape AZANLA commander, Zola Mosia, noted that the organisation
“did not participate in the amalgamation of forces because we were suspicious of being absorbed
by the defence force. This means our cadres do not enjoy the benefits like other military

5 15

veterans”.”~ The inclusion of AZANLA combatants may open up a space for the further

inclusion of the domestically based ex-combatant organisations.

In the 2013/2014 Annual Report by the DMV’s Tsepe Motumi, the first Director General
of the department, outlines that the “aim of the Department is to formulate policies and standards
aimed at providing a comprehensive quality service delivery system to Military Veterans and,
where applicable, their dependents, in recognition of their role in the democratisation of South
Africa” (Department of Military Veterans Annual Report, 2014: 17). He further notes that “there
is an urgent need to provide visible rewards and due recognition to deserving those Military
Veterans who sacrificed their lives and well-being in ensuring the greater realisation of the
freedom.” Accordingly then, “the main objective of the Department of Military Veterans is to
provide national policy and standards on socio-economic support to Military Veterans and to
their dependents, on heritage and empowerment programmes including those that contribute to

nation building and reconciliation” (Department of Military Veterans Annual Report, 2014: 17).

The Military Veterans Benefit Regulations was gazetted on the 19™ February 2014. The

benefits it outlines are the following:

1. Compensation for injury, trauma and disease — to a military veteran
who sustained disabling injuries or severe psychological and neuro-
psychiatric trauma or who suffers from a terminal disease resulting
from participation in military activities, may apply for a lump sum
payment as compensation if (a) the disabling injury; (b) the severe
psychological and neuro-psychiatric trauma; or (c¢) the terminal
disease, resulted from the military veteran's participation in military

activities.

12015. Available from: http://m.news24.com/news24/SouthAfrica/Local/City-Vision/Liberation-fighters-should-
not-loose-hope-20150430
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2. Counselling and treatment for mental illness and post-traumatic
stress disorder - a military veteran or his or her dependant qualifies
for dedicated counselling and treatment for serious mental illness or
post-traumatic stress disorder if the mental illness or post-traumatic
stress disorder was caused by his or her participation in military

activities or is associated with his or her participation therein.

3. Facilitation of employment placement - an unemployed military
veteran qualifies for facilitation of employment placement by the
Department...must submit his or her curriculum vitae to the
Department with supporting documents to enable the Department to
facilitate his or her employment placement, subject to availability of
opportunities...If necessary, a military veteran must be assisted by the

Department to draft his or her curriculum vitae.

4. Facilitation of business opportunities - the Minister must establish a
business vehicle through which business opportunities can be pursued
by the State on behalf of all military veterans...All existing and
potential military veterans' business entities that are partially or
wholly owned by military veterans and that are benefiting military
veterans qualify for facilitation of business opportunities... To qualify
for facilitation of business opportunities, a military veteran's business
entity must be registered on the military veterans business entity

register.

5. Subsidised public transport - a military veteran qualifies for a
public transport subsidy if he or she: (a) is not employed and receives
a pension from the State; or (b) is employed and has an annual income

of less than R125 000.
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6. Access to health care - a military veteran qualifies for health care
services, at the expense of the State, at a public or private health care
facility in the Republic if he or she: (a) is not employed and receives a
pension from the State; or (b) is employed but - (i) does not qualify
for a medical aid subsidy from his or her employer; or (i1) the military
veteran’s medical aid cover is not sufficient owing to the status of his

or her health.

7. Housing — a military veteran qualifies for a housing benefit of a total
value not exceeding R175 000 if he or she: (a) is not employed and
receives a pension from the State; or (b) is employed and has an
annual income of less than R125 000, and: (1) does not own a house;
(i1) has not previously received a house or other housing benefit from
the State; or (iii) if he or she is in a spousal relationship, his or her
spouse has not received a house or other housing benefit from the

State.

8. Burial support - a military veteran qualifies for burial support at the
expense of the State if he or she, at the time of his or her death: (a)
was not employed and received a pension from the State; or (b) was
employed and had an annual income of less than R125 000, and was
listed as a military veteran in the national military veterans database
...the Department may, after considering evidence from either the
demobilisation records, the certified personnel register or service
certificates provided by a military veteran’s relevant recognised
association, provide burial support for the military veteran who was
not listed in the national military veterans database at the time of his
or her death, provided it is proven by documentary evidence that he or
she would have qualified to be listed in that database had he or she
registered before his or her death...The amount for burial support

payable to a military veteran is R25 000.
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Subsequently, the number of houses to be built during 2014 financial year will
increase. Service Level Agreements with Gauteng and Mpumalanga have been
submitted for DG signature, Western Cape and Eastern Cape are currently in

progress (p. 23).

The report also notes that Housing Subsidy System in Department of Human Settlements
has been adjusted to accommodate the DMV housing means test. It points out that one of the
barriers to the provision of housing to veterans “is the transfer of top-up funds to Provinces.
National Treasury insists that funds should be transferred only after houses have been built i.e. in
line with stipulations of the MoU signed by both Departments. Provinces prefer that funds be

paid in advance to enable compliance with agreed specifications for “a military veteran’s house”.

In terms of pension, the report notes that the

[...] first list of eligible recipients of pension was compiled in collaboration with
Special Pensions, Department of Social Development and the DMV National
Health assessment initiative, respectively. The Military Veterans Pension
Framework was discussed with National Treasury and Treasury’s formal input
has since been received and reviewed. National Treasury and DMV are
cooperating to accelerate delivery on pension for Military Veterans, SASSA is

ready to pay out pensions to Military Veterans as soon as DMV is ready.

The report does not detail how many pensions have been given out in the period of
review. No numbers are given for the provision of financial support for veterans using public
transport. The report only notes that “there has been a slow progression towards cooperative
governance in the provision of this Benefit”, where it then notes that the “DMYV is to intensify

effort in this regard in the current financial year” (p. 24).

In terms of burial support, the department has provided amounts between R10, 000 to
R25, 000 to “one hundred and eighteen (118) Military Veterans’ households provided with burial
support” (p. 14). The report also notes that the DMV is working in partnership with the

Department of Justice and Constitutional Development to facilitate the “exhumation and
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